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MR. AND MRS. HENRY

A.

GRANSBURV

*

A BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

CENTRAL KANSAS.
HENRY
Among
Kansas,
is

the

who

A.

GRANSBURY.

many

residents

of

central

are of English descent, none
respected than the venerable

more highly

Henry A. Gransbury, who is living a life
of retirement on his farm in Walnut townMr.
ship. Reno county, near Sterling.
Gransbury, who has lived the peaceful life
of a farmer, is descended from ancestors

who have been

His
soldiers and sailors.
Stephen Gransbury, was born in
Kent, England, in 1795, and came to America in i8_'Q, making a nine weeks' voyage in
a schooner, the captain of which was lost
and which eventually went to the West Indies.
For nine years Mr. Gransbury was
Stephen
a sailor on a British maru-01-war.
Gransbury, father of Stephen Gransbury,
and grandfather of Henry A. Gransbury,
served eighteen years, six months and twenty days as a private in the British army and
was never disciplined for insubordination.
and after he came to America was very usefullv
employed in drilling state militia
troops in the state of New York. He came
to the United States in 1836, bringing with
him his wife, one of his sons and a grandchild.
His wife died in Delhi. New York,
in April. 1855, and he died in September,
following,
lie was born in 1773. his wife
in 1775. and he was eighty-two years old
at the time of his death, and his wife, eighty.
They reared two sons and three daughters.
Stephen Gransbury, father of Henry A.
Gransbury, married Ann Crowhurst, of
father,

Kent, England, June 9, 1816.
They had
eleven children, of whom they reared seven
to years of maturity.
They lost twin sons

by death. Henry A. Gransbury, who was
horn at Courtright Center. Delaware county, New York, December 31, 1829, was the
seventh child of his parents and the only
one of their sons born in America who is
now living. His brother, John, is a retired fruit grower and lives near Walton,
New York. He had five sons in the Union
arm)- during the Civil war and one id' them
was shot through the head. Two sons of
Oliver Gransbury, another of Mr. Gransbury's brothers, were soldiers in the Civil
war also, and when it is stated that John,
George and Oliver Gransbury all periled
their lives on southern battlefields in defense
of the stars and stripes and that Oliver was
killed in battle and was buried near where
he fell, no room is left for doubt that members of this family were actuated by patriotic love of country, whether that of their
Stephen Gransbirth or of their adoption.
bury, Sr.,

was

a British soldier in

Condon

Victoria was crowned, and
loyal as he was to the parent country bis

when Queen

descendants were no less loyal to America
m her time of need.
Stephen and Ann (Crowhurst) GransShe died in
bury were married in 1816.
Delaware county. New York, August 10,
1X57; Mr. Gransbury in Cattaraugus counThe subject of this
ty, Xew York, in 18(13.
sketch was reared to woodland farming in
Xew York state, aiding in the work of clear-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

7 62

img land and putting it under cultivation.
[e acquired a fair common-school education
and when not in school and not needed at
home he worked for neighboring farmers.
1

was married June 26, 1S51, to Julia Ann
who was born at Trumansburg,
Tompkins county, New York. January 20,
[832, a daughter of James S. and Lucinda
I

le

Bolton,

(Williams)

Bolton, the latter a native of
Colchester. New York.
Of their thirteen
children they reared six sons and three

daughters to maturity. Esther Abigail died
at the age of twelve years; Alester A. died
at the age of two years, a few hours after
the birth of one of his brothers; Eveline,
who married Hiram Heath and lives at
Exira, Iowa, has five children Matilda married David 11. Cuppy and died November 7,
[888, leaving an onl) child, .Mary A., then
an infant, who was adopted by Mr. and
Airs. Gransbury, who have reared her as
their daughter, and whom she assists and
comforts in many ways; Freeman L. has a
wife and four children and lives in Oklahoma; Washington, also of Oklahoma, has
six children; Melinda E. married Charles B.
Deitz, of Kingston, New York, and has
seven children; Ida M. married Henry A.
Conklin and lives in Oklahoma; Emma X..
who married Joseph Linn and lives in Oklahoma, has four children; Lillie M. married
Itha Hell and has a little daughter, who is
a member of her parents' household; Addison A. died in Walton township, Reno county, Kansas, in [899, aged thirty-six years,
and left four children, who with their mother
live at Sterling, Rice county.
Mr. Gransbury is in feeble health and is
retired from active life. His adopted grandchildren worthily repay him and his good
wife for the interest they have taken in them,
being helpful and inspiring to the highest
;

(

1

lei;

rev.

HORACE
Amongtatives
state of

of

G.

WELSH.

M. D.

the able and popular representhe medical

Kansas

is

profession in the
Dr. Welsh, who mainthe thriving city of

tains his residence in

Hutchinson, where he controls a large pracgiving special attention to surgery,
and where he has established a private hospital which is one of the hest of the sort in
the state, being finely equipped and having a
tice*,

corps of able assistants to the Doctor, who
maintains direct supervision of the institution,
10»>i.

which was opened on December 2,
and which supplies accommodations

and

facilities whose need has been definitely
recognized in the city, the enterprise and
progressive spirit of Dr. Welsh leading him
to thus found the hospital.
In the surgical
branch of his profession particularly has he
attained a high reputation, and he is recognized as one of the most skillful practition-

ers in this line in the

Sunflower

state.

Dr. Welsh is a native of the old Buckeye state, having been born in the city of
Fostoria, Seneca county, Ohio, on the 1st
of October, 1855.
lie was reared on a
farm in that county and received his preliminary educational discipline in the country schools.
At the age of eighteen years
he was matriculated in the Ohio Wesleyan
University, in the city of Delaware, where
he completed his more purely literary studies.
De began teaching school in [876,

and was successfully engaged in pedagogic
work for a period of three years. In 1878 he
began reading medicine in the office of Dr.
Henry Hale, in Fostoria, and thereafter devoted a year to technical study in the Ohio
Medical College, in Cincinnati, after which
he completed his collegiate medical and
surgical courses in the celebrated Jefferson
Medical College, in Philadelphia, being
graduated in this institution as a member
of the class of 1880, and receiving his covThus
eted degree of Doctor of Medicine.
thoroughly fortified for the work of his
chosen profession. Dr. Welsh located in the
city of Defiance, Ohio, where he was engaged in active practice for a period of
three years, within which time he was local
surgeon for the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.
In the year 1883 he located at Merrill, Wisconsin, where he built up an excellent practice, there maintaining his residence
In 1889 Dr. Welsh came
for three years.
to Kansas, and was engaged in the practice

WELSH PRIVATE HOSPITAL.
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of his profession in the northeastern part
of the state until 1895. which represents
the date of his arrival in Hutchinson,

where

he has gained a large and representative
practice, having made a specialty of surgery
since 1893.
In December, 1901, the Doctor completed the erection and equipment
of his private hospital, a commodious and

modern building, located at 514 North Alain
street, and the accommodations there afforded have not lacked for popular appreciation,
many patients having already been given
treatment in the institution, where the Doctor employs a corps of fully qualified trained

The sanitary and other equipments of the hospital are of the best type,
and here are afforded excellent facilities for
the treatment of surgical cases, as well as
all classes of disease.
.The. private offices of
Dr. Welsh, are established in a fine suite of
the Masonic Temple, and in addition to his
regular practice he holds the position of local surgeon for the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad. In. politics he exercises
his franchise in support- of the principles
nurses.

and

policies of the Republican party, and
fraternally he is identified with the Knights
of Pythias and the Ancient Order of- United

He is one of the leading
physicians of this section of the state, and
is honored both professionally and as a citizen of sterling character.
Workmen.

JONAS
The
been

influential

in its

for

ment and material

furnished to
population that has

intellectual

development.

enlightenOf the

indicated Jonas M.
Reel, whose farm is in the west half of the
southeast quarter and the east half of the
southwest quarter of section fourteen, Ha-

class

of

citizens here

ven township, Reno county,

whose

post' office

is

at

ber 24, 1849, a son of Jacob Reel, also a
farmer, who was born in North Carolina

about

1808 and

a

grandson of Godfrey

who was a native of Germany. Godfrey Reel, who had served his time in the
German army, married in his native land
Reel,

and came the United States with no education-

except in his

own

language, unable to

speak a word of English. He and his wife
located in North Carolina, where they lived
for many years, until with a family of five
children they removed to Indiana and 'settled on government land in a densely timbered region south of Vincennes. There he
prosperous and well-to-do, and
prominent in local affairs, and there both he
and his wife died. When he passed away
about sixty acres of his land had been
cleared and put under profitable cultivation.
The children of Godfrey Reel were named
Moses, Jacob, Abraham, David and Kate,
and all of them married and had families
and died in Indiana, where descendants of
most of them are still living. Jacob, the
second in order of birth, was married when
he was about twenty years old to Fannie
Killion, who was born in Daviess county,
same state, about 1812, of German parents
who were pioneers there. After his marriage he entered and located on forty acres
of government land near his father's homestead in Knox county, Indiana, to the acreage of which he added until he had a well
improved and valuable homestead of one
hundred and eighty acres, on which he and
his good wife lived until- they, died,
he in
i860 and she in 1864. In politics he was

became

—

M. REEL.

state of Indiana has

Kansas an element

763

Kansas, and

Mount Hope,

is

a

conspicuous representative.
Jonas M. Reel, who is one of the most
successful general farmers in his vicinity,
was born in Knox county, Indiana, Septem-

a

Democrat and he was an

active

and

offi-

member

of the Methodist church, the
house of worship of which body in his
neighborhood was built on land donated by
cial

his father.

Jonas M. Reel was the last born of the
twelve children of his parents, of whom
himself and one sister are the only survivors;

Julia,

Abraham,

Mary were born and
Indiana.

Polly,

died in

Andrew and
Knox county,

Sarah married G. L. Thorne, of

Mount Hope. Sedgwick county. Kansas.
Emanuel saw three years' service in the
Civil war in Company E, Twenty-first In-
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the site of the McArthur school house
and it was then divided, and Mr. Reel went
with one division ><i it. which was under the
supervision of Mr. Evans, to Rice county,

fantry, Indiana Volunteers, and was with
General Rosecrans at the battle of MnrAfter the close of the war he
freesboro.
went home, where he took up the study of
medicine and became a very able physician.
He died in Bicknell, Knox county. Indiana.
When last heard from Henry, the eighth
child in order of birth, lived in southwest
Two others, twins, were next in
Missouri.

order of birth and died

in

infancy.

to

where it was wintered in Mule
Just before Mr. Reel and his bri -therm-law had joined the herders. Mr. Watkins
to Newton and drawn three thousand dollars in cash
pay >ti the hands, and
while be had been temporarily absent from
Kansas,

creek.

t<

The

subject of this sketch, who was the last born
of these children, attended school in a log
school house in his home district in Indiana

the

when

his

money was

mother died,

legal

He

a

mere

fees

settled

had consumed nearly all of
with his guardian, and with
going
as Ottawa in this state and

He

In the spring of 1872 he hired about ten
acres of his land broken, and after erecting a
twelve-by-fourteen-foot box-house, he went

now Haven

—

recovered.

December that Hutchinson was laid
went into winter quarters in a
dug-out a mile north of Mount Hope, and
while there filed a homestead claim on land
which is now his home farm.
During the
winter he and his brother-in-law hunted and
trapped buffalo for their hides and meat.
out.

pittance, started for Kansas,

township. Reno county.
Messrs. Reel and Thorne arrived within
the present borders of Haven township, the
in
joint possessors of twenty-five cents
money and provisions enough last them for
one week if used economically, and found
employment with Stricklin and Watkins.
Texas cattle men. Mr. Reel as a herder.
Mr. Thorne as a cook. The herd of the firm
mentioned consisted of about three thousand
cattle and required the services of twelve
cowboy-. When Messrs. Reel and Thorne
were employed by the firm the herd was
grazing in the vicinity of the present farm
When winter apof W. H. Hillyard.
proached it bad fed over the prairie about

who

money and made

in that

by train as far
fn im there by stage to Scranton. Osage
county, where he worked for Arthur Bosewell until July. 1871, when he accompanied
G. L. Thorne. his brother-in-law, to what
is

n after his return, the cook,

succeeded by

Mr. Reel remained at the winter quarters
on Mule creek, in Rice county, and then returned to what is now Haven township,
Reno county, and he remembers that it was

the family property he found that his money
was invested in timber land and the taxes

it.

the

-

and then the family estate was sold and the
older children received their share of the
proceeds of the sale, and some of the younger ones were put out to work, the family
Jonas worked for farmers
being scattered.
by the month until he was twenty years old.
and when he went back to claim his share of

and

1

Mr. Thorne. had
off with it.
When Mr. Watkins came back he turned ut
whole
force
four
except
men, who were
his
left in charge of the camp, to hunt the cook
down and he was found in Abilene and the

i

years old

si »

later

stolen

about thirteen months all told, and when he
began to make good progress in his studies
he was compelled to stay at home and help
He n
about the work F the farm.
ab( ut fifteen

camp

was

1

,

in the summer of that year to Wichita, where
he found employment in the dairy business,
in the service of a Mr. Donahue.
In the
fall he brought a mower owned by Mr. Donahue all the way from Wichita to Haven
township, and with it cut prairie hay for Mr.
Cupps. C. W. Peckham and several
thus winning the distinction of having
brought to that vicinity the first mowing ma-

chine ever seen there.
Mr. Reel worked at Wichita f> r Mr.
Donahue until January. 1873. and from that
time until Xovember following he was employed by an English farmer and st< ckman

named

Whitworth, and after th;
March. 1874. he freighted for Jim I:
tween Wichita and El Reno. Washita agenWhile
cy. Fort Sill and other points south.
in the latter employment he often camped on

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Turkey
niessy,

brother-in-law, lie bought a mower and a
ha) rake fi >r me hundred and thirty five dollars, and besides cutting ha) for themselves

creek, between Kingfisher and HenOklahoma, where there were large
of turkey, and the freighters often

In the spring of 1874 he paid
tny.
seed
r
ir and ten cents a bushel
corn and returned to his claim and planted
twenty acre^. and about the firsl
E
August
following, when the young blades of the corn
were just up in sight, grasshoppers destroyed his entire crop!
lie states that at a distance the grasshoppers had the appearance
of a big dark cloud and that they came on
rapidly with a dull mar. such as might have
hen pri duced by a vast swarm of lee-. IIhad another experience with the insects
when they descended upon a farm near Wichita where he was employed.
In the fall he
resumed freighting for Mr. Royal, at fifty
cents a day and board. The following spring
he got two yoke of Texas steers and broke

1

they cut enough for neighbors to pay
machines.

the twi

t'<

i. 1880, in
married November
Knox county. Indiana, to Sophia Jane McCoy, who was born there April 30, 1849. a
Myers) Mcof James and Sophia
Coy. Mr. McCoy was horn in Virginia, of
Irish parents, and his father served under
General William Henry Harrison at the
Mrs. McCoy, who
battle of Tippecanoe.
was
German extraction, was horn in Vir-

1

about sixty acres of land on his claim and
planted about ten or twelve acres with corn.
that one yoke of the cattle mentioned were such roadsters that he could drive
Huchinson and back as quick as an
ordinary team of horses could make the trip.
He wi rked at harvesting during the summer, and after harvesting was over went to
Wichita and again engaged in freighting.
until spring, when he returned to Haven
township and for a time did his own housekeeping', in his little house on his claim.
He
leased the place to Alfred Moore, who moved
into the house and during that summer he
worked here and there as opportunity offered
and in the fall exchanged his oxen for a
horse team and beean working for Thomas
Randall, in whose employment he continued
until some time in 1877. when he proved up
his claim and sold his team, and in October
returned to Indiana to visit old friends, re-

1

1"

1

whence she removed to Indiana.
After his marriage Mr. Reel brought his
bride to Haven township and domiciled her
in his little box-house, which he improved
by putting in a plank floor and otherwise;
and as he had previously built a sod kitchen
ginia,

'

north end of it it was a home as comand up-to-date as any in the vicinity.
They arrived in Burrton, Harvey county.
Kansas. November 25, and went from there
direct to the homestead, where Mr. Reel
In 1879
harvested his potatoes and corn.
at the

fortable

-

On
his

until

his return to

farm

to

January 1, 1878.
Kansas Mr. Reel rented

William McCormick for the use

of the latter's brother-in-law, Mr. Connett,
arid for a year thereafter again worked for

Mr. Randall. In the spring of 1879 he returned to his farm, where he remained during the season, raising a good crop and livIn the
ing along in his small box-house.
Summer of 1880. in partnership with his

1

1

I

maining there

for

1

He was

he and Amos Rogers had bought a stirring
plow at Hutchinson for eighteen dollars, and
Mr. Reel had mortgaged his oxen and Rogers his cow to secure ample money and give
a note for six months a twelve and one-half
In the meantime he had
per cent, interest.
t

cleared himself of this obligation and secured some other conveniences, and in the
spring of 1881 he bought a horse, a hog and
an old "muly" cow. In 1882 he built a six-

room house, at an expense of six hundred
and sixtv dollars, hauling the lumber from
which it was built from Burrton. already
In the winter of 1882 he and
mentioned.
J

wife returned to Indiana for a visit.
After that until 1887 they lived on their
farm, prospering and making many imThat year Mr. Reel sold his
provements.
his

'

farm machinery and all of his cattle and
hogs except his old "muly" cow. one horse
and one hog, and after that for six years
he rented his farm.
April 9. 1887. a daughter was born to
Mr. and Mrs. Reel, whom they named Xora

Savanna, and after that event, owing to
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Mrs.

health,

Reel's delicate

farm and

he rented his

for six years lived the life of

com-

parative leisure, traveling to various parts
of the country for Mrs. Reel's benefit and

he resumed farming his
stock had increased until he had all he required.
After three years he rented the
farm land to F. A. Bennett, reserving the
pasture land for his stock, and with his wife
t'
-k a trip south, returning by way of Indiana and arriving in Kansas after three
months' absence.
In the spring of 1897
he spent about eight hundred dollars in improvements on his place, including a kitchen,
a bedroom, a porch, a cistern and some outbuildings.
From 1879 to 1884 he set about
two acres of land to orchard trees, including
>•

a great variety of apple, peach, cherry,

and apricot

trees,

other important interests.
When Mrs. Reel died. March 4, 1901, he
lost

a

fond,

loving, faithful wife, his daughter a
devoted mother, the community a

true Christian

an invalid for

woman. After suffering as
many years Mrs. Reel now

Mount Hope" cemetery.

rests in

Since that

"it
Mr. Reel and 'his daughter
nave kepi up their home as well as has
been
the latter being a student
at the
in district No. 21. Mr. Reel
inafford her every educational
advantage, and he is solicitious for
her welfare
and happiness in every way.
Politically Mr. Keel was
formerly a Republican, voting for Grant and
Garfield for

possible,

I

I

idency of

now,

,,,

the

United States but
Republican, Democratic and
Pop-

"7' ne wspapers,

lie

Public

and

questions

reads

all

(

lows.

MELVIN

farm of two

hundred and ninetv-five acres in the southand northwest quarters of section 8;
Greeley township, Sedgwick county, and he
also owns stock in Mount Hope Creamery,
and is m. .re or less intimately identified with

sides of all

supports

men

and

of

;

plum

east

principles

in

needy in any part of the world.
Formerly he was a member of the order of
Royal and Select Knights he has been \dcepresident of his lodge of the order of Fraternal Aid, and has passed all chairs of his
lodge of the Independent Order of )<ld Fel-

plenteously and in his yard are seven evergreens which he brought from Indiana in
His farm is well fenced and is in
1872.
every way thoroughly modern and up-todate in all its appointments.
In 1900 Mr.
Reel purchased of his brother-in-law. Mr.
'Minnie, a splendidly improved

is

assist the

of which are bearing

all

rather

1896 and 1900 he voted for William Jennings Bryan, the D.emocratic-Populist nominee for the presidency.
During recent
years he has made a profound study of national questions and has given special attention to finance.
He has been a delegate to
Populist conventions at Hutchinson.
He
is not a member of any religious sect but,
believing that a Christian man is a man who
doe's the work of humanity, he is always
ready to help a neighbor in distress or to

When

pleasure.

than any political party.
hearty sympathy with the
the Populist party, both in

measures

While he

E.

RICHARDSON.

Melvin E.

Richardson is president of
the National Automatic Telephone Company, of Chicago, Illinois, and

makes

his

home in Sterling, Kansas. He has at different times been actively connected with farming and stock raising interests and
iar with the history of pioneer life
plains_ of the west and southwest.

is

famil-

upon the
He was

born in Hopedale, Harrison county, Ohio,
January
552.
His father, John Richardson,

was a native of Pittsburg. Pennsylvania, born in 1812, and his death
occurred
in Pettis county, Missouri,
on a farm belonging to his son, in December,
1893. Trie
paternal grandfather, Nathan
Richardson,
was a native of Ireland, and on coming to
America probably took up his abode in
Pitts-

burg,

Pennsylvania.

The mother of our
maiden name of Louisa
eLany and was a native of
Hopedale,
»nio.
In that place she gave her hand
in
marriage to John Richardson and
for several years they remained
residents of Hopesubject bore the

(

dale,

afterward removing- to Pettis county
Missouri, where they took
up their abode
on a farm in 1857. This
was the first farm
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which Mr. Richardson had ever owned, for
previous to this time he had carried on merThe parents had a family of
chandising
nine children, of whom three sons and four
daughters readied mature years, while three
sons and two daughters are married, and
-

.

six are

still

raiser of

living:

New

Andrew M.

Mexico; Camilla

is
is

a stock

the wife

of B. E. Priest, of Pettis county, Missouri;
Melvin E. is 'the next of the family Ella
is the wife of Newton Wood, of Pettis county; Granville A. makes his home in Rose;

well,

New

Mexico, where he

is

engaged

in

the practice of law and Louisa is a resident
of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. The mother of
;
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signed to become a missionary to Japan,
and died in Tokio; and Dorothy, wife of
William E. Macklin. a missionary of Nankin,
still

The

China.

father of this

family

is

For some years he

living in Chicago.

was extensvely engaged

the live stock
business in New Mexico, and was post trader
for a number of years at Fort Stanton, New

Mexico.
in

Mrs. Richardson was educated at

Howland

the

in

school,

Cayuga county.

a

New

Quaker

institution

York.

The mar-

riage of our subject and his wife has been

blessed with four children, namely:
John
Taylor, who was born in New Mexico, and
died when only two weeks old; Melvin E.,

age of thirty-seven
and her husband were laid
Missouri, the former in Pettis
county and the latter in a cemetery in Salina.
Melvin E. Richardson pursued his education in the common schools until fourteen
years of age and was reared to farm life.
He was only sixteen years of age when he
took charge of a farm in Missouri, and until
twenty-eight years of age he carried on agricultural pursuits there, owning and operating one hundred and sixty acres of land. In

in Lexington. Ken1889; Dillard Errett,
New Mexico,
Richardson, on the 1st of
April, 1 89 1 and an infant daughter.
.Mr. Richardson took his bride to
his
home in New Mexico and there they resided
for a number of years. He went through all
the hardships of frontier life in the southwest, enduring many privations and at
times being in eminent peril. He has ridden
his wild bronchos on some wonderful trips

1880 he rented his farm in Missouri and
went to New Mexico, joining his brother,
Andrew, who had gone to that locality two
years previous! and was engaged in the

of several hundred miles, sleeping out up' in
the prairie, far from the abode of any man,
his pony being the only living thing near

this family died at the

years, and she
to rest in

sheep raising business.

came

Our

subject

be-

South Fork, in the
Indian reservation, and soon bought a large
hay ranch, on which is now located the
Richardson postoffice, which was named in
his honor.
For four vears he engaged in
keeping bachelor's hall and was then married, in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 31st of
January, 1884, to Miss Alice DeLanv, who
was born in Hopedale. Ohio, a daughter of
John C. and Nancy (Hartzell) DeLany.
Her mother died in Lincoln, Nebraska, December 21. 1900, at the age of sixty-eight
years, and is survived by four of her seven
children, namely
Mrs. Alice D. Richardson; Ella D., the wife of Captain D. H.
Clark, of the Fifteenth United States Infantry, of the regular army; Mrs. Laura D.
clerk in a store at

:

Garst. the

was

widow

of Charles E. Garst,

a lieutenant in the

who

regular army, but re-

whose

birth

tucky.

December

occurred

who was born on
now the town of

11,

the ranch in

;

He and his brother brought sixteen
thousand head of cattle from New Mexico
to Kansas, and of this immense herd Mr.
Richardson has a splendid picture. He left
his ranch in New Mexico on Christmas day
of 1893 and came to Sterling, soon afterward taking up his abode in his present
home, which is a fine residence built of artificial stone.
He has a forty-acre fruit farm
one mile south of the town. This is one of
the most most valuable orchards in the locality, and includes many splendid specimens
of apple, peach, plum and apricot trees. He
purchased the orchard in 1895 ana has
found that it is a profitable investment. In
his political views Mr. Richardson is a Republican, but the honors or emoluments of
office have never had any attraction for him.
His wife belongs to the Christian church.
He is a man of commanding appearance,
six feet in height and well proportioned, and
him.

-
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representative farmers and business

he has often acted as marshal of the day
on public occasions in Sterling. He is now
the president of the
National Automatic
Telephi ne Company at Chicago, also of the
Sterling Telephone Company of Sterling.

He
is

is

a

man who forms

determined

ness sagacity

forward

is

I

and
His busi-

and he carries
completion whatever

rarely at fault

to successful

he undertake-, so that in his business career
he has steadily advanced to prosperity.

CHARLES W. JOHNSON.
Charles W. Johnson, who for o number of years has been a most important fac-

1

t<
r in the agricultural and financial interests
of this section of the state, was born in Logan county, Ohio, thirty-two years ago. He

1

Jacob and Martha (Bishop)
The father is a son of John Johnwho was a native of Virginia and departed this life in Ohio.
The mother was
born in Virginia and was a daughter of
Jacob and .Martha Bishop, also of the Old
Di minion.
Unto Jacob and Martha Johnis

a

son of

Johnson.
n.

51

copal church.
Our subject casts his ballot
in favor of the men and measures of the

1

son were horn eight children, as follows:
Thomas; Emma, deceased; Laura: Mollie;
William, deceased; Charles \\\, our subject;
Alonzo; and Nelson.
The father was a
farmer by occupation, was a Republican in
i.\\ -. and during the Civil
al
war
he was a brave and gallant soldier, afterward
holding membership with the Grand Army
i Che Republic.
He came to the Sunflower
n

<

state in

[890, and he

m

w

makes

his

home

Sedgwick county.

in

Charles YV. Johnson, whose name introduces this review, grew to years of maturity
on the old home farm in Logan county,
»hio,

<

where he was earh
agriculture

in

all

tan-lit
its

the voca-

of

of the state.

of a tract of

his plans readily

in their execution.

men

His In me farm
one hundred and sixty
acres, which is improved with a com|nodious
and comfortable residence, large l>arn>. a
beautiful orchard and excellent pasture land.
He also owns another tract of one hundred
and sixty acres, which is equally valuable
and well improved. He is one of the large
land owners of Kingman county, and his
wise judgment, unfaltering energy and close
attention to business have secured him a
handsome competence.
In Logan county. Ohio, at the age of
twenty-one years. Mr. Johnson was united
in marriage to Abbe Yoder, who w;
reared and educated in that commonwealth,
a daughter of Sam and Catherine
Koffman Voder, both natives of Pennsylvania.
The mother died in Ohio in 1880. Mrs.
Johnson is one of -i x children, namely:
Jonah, Mary A.. Lydia. Abbe, Kate and
Euseba.
Live sons ami one daughter have
blessed the union cf our subject and wife
William Chauncey. Clarence Ed. Homer
Earl, Samuel. Richard and Catherine. Mrs.
Johnson is a member of the Methodist Epissection

this

!

Republican party, and for many years he
has served as a member of the school board.
ial
relations connect him with the
Court of Honor. He takes a deep interest
in everything pertaining to the welfare of
his town and county and contributes
liberally to the support of all measures for the
public good.
By unfaltering perseverance
he has steadily worked his way upward to a
position of wealth and affluence, overcoming many difficulties and obstacles in his

and advancing step by step along the
honorable effort until he has
reached the goal of prosperitv.
path,

tried paths of

departments.

made his way to the wot, and
two years thereafter made his
home in
K " " un
ty, K u sas, while for a similiar period he was a resident of Reno
county. He
then took up his abode in
Kingman county
where he now
wns a large landed estate
and is recognized as one of the leading
and
[89° he

1

for
'

!

1

SAMUEL SWEIGARD.
Samuel Sweigard. who carries on agricultural pursuits on section
24. township
15- range 9. Ellsworth county, where he has
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two hundred and eighty acres of land, is a
native of the Keystone state, his birth having occurred in Dauphin county, on the 15th
of January, 1845. Otd both the paternal and
maternal -ides he is a representative of old
families of Pennsylvania that For several
His
generations had lived in that locality.
maternal grandfather was Jacob Miller. His
parents were Jonas and Elizabeth (Miller)
Sweigard, both of whom were born in
Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, and in
whose family were three sons, namely:
James, a resident of haulers. Dauphin county: Daniel, a coal dealer of Middletown,
Pennsylvania; and Samuel, of this review.

The

last

named remained

at

home

until

sixteen vears of age, during which time he
pursued his education in a log school house
He
in the primtive manner of the times.

home and

secured a situation at
farm labor, for which he was paid four dolDuring the seclars and a half per month.
ond season he received six dollars and a half
per month, and thus he made his start in
life.
When eighteen years of age he went
to Harrisburg and accepted a position in
At the age of ninethe depot restaurant.
teen he obtained employment as fireman on
the Northern Central Railroad, running
from Sunbury to Baltimore, retaining that
position for almost three years, when he was
promoted, being made engineer on a freight
train running from Marysville to Sunbury.
Two years later he was given a passenger
run between Sunbury and Harrisburg, a distance of sixty-five miles and return each day.
period of
lli> railroad service covered a
eight consecutive years, during which time
he gave the utmost satisfaction to the c< nnthen

left

pany by his faithful service and close application to his duty. On leaving the railroad he
began work at the stone mason's trade,
which he followed for three years in his native county.
He then engaged in operating
an engine in the Lykins Valley coal mine,
being thus employed until 1878, which year
witnessed his arrival in Ellsworth county.
Kansas.

Here Mr. Sweigard homesteaded

a tract

of land in the southeast portion of the counnear the present site of Langley. and with

ty,

characteristic

energy

and development.

began

When

its

cultivation

he had secured the

title he sold the farm for fourteen hundred
and sixty dollars and removed to his pres-

ent

home, purchasing one hundred and

six-

acres where his residence is now standing
this he gave twenty-three hundred and
fifty dollars.
He has since added one hundred and twenty acres and has successfully
followed general farming and the dairy busty

For

He has one of the best improved
country seats in the locality, pleasantly loiness.

cated within two miles of Ellsworth, so that
all of the advantages of city life are easily
His residence, a fine two-story
obtainable.

1900 and is an athome, forming a pleasant feature

house, was erected in
tractive
in the

landscape.

Mr. Sweigard has been twice married.
Pennsylvania, in the year 1869, he
wedded Miss Hannah Radiel, a native of
Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, and unto
them were horn two children. William and
John, both at home. The mother passed away
in January, [883, and in September of the
same year Mr. Sweigard was joined in wedlock to Elizabeth Meryweather, a daughter
of John and Isabella (McGregor) StevenShe was born in Scotland, but when
son*.
a young woman came to Kansas, in [862.
She had heen married in her native land to
Frank Meryweather, with whom she came to
Ellsworth county, her husband here homeIn

He died in July. 1875,
steading a claim.
before the homestead had been proved up.
Mrs. Sweigard completed the necessary improvements in order to secure a title to the
land and added another eighty-acre tract.
She was one of a family of eleven children,
all of whom remained in Scotland with the
exception of herself and her brother, George
Stevenson, who formerly resided in Ellsworth but is now located in Kansas City,
Missouri.
He came to Kansas in 1883.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Sweigard hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal church of
Ellsworth and are earnest Christian people,
who in their daily conduct exemplify their
religious belief.
They have taken an active
part in church work and Mr. Sweigard has
performed many official duties in a capable
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manner.

He was

reared in the Presbyterian

youth united with the Wesleyan
Methodists, of Pennsylvania.
In politics he is a stanch Republican and
lab rs earnestly to secure the adoption of
the principles of the party, keeps well infaith, but in

formed on the

issues of the

day and

polls manifests his fidelity to the

at the

men and

measures of Republicanism, but has never
sought or accepted office. He is a self-made
man. whose life has been characterized by
industry, economy, good management and
honorable dealing, and his wife has proved
Tney now have
to him an able assistant.
a valuable farm, and the comforts of their
home are well merited as a reward of their
indefatigable labor and honorable purpose.

was educated in Ulster county. New
York, and when the time came for him to
make a choice of a career he selected that
of a contractor and builder, follovafcg that
In 1865 he moved to [owa,
line until 1873.
where he resided until 1868. removing
thence to Lyon county, and in 1869 to
Burlingame, Osage county. Kansas, where
he followed his trade of contracting until
In that year he took up
April 2. 1872.
his abode in Hutchinson, and on April 15,
1873, he became the possessor of the southeast quarter of section 2 in Troy township,
thus becoming one of the pioneers and like
subject,

others at that date was obliged to em lure
many hardships. Fuel was scarce, and in
1874 the noted hailstorms and grasshopper
pest

the

made
more

the Kansas pioneers the pity of
portions of the country;

settled

and many

FRED

S.

SCORESBY.

Among the prominent citizens of Reno
county. Kansas, who are residents of HutchFred S. Scoresbv, the efficient regdeeds for Reno count}-. His birth
occurred in, Sullivan county. Xew York,
April 14. 1863. His parents were Thomas
S. and Caroline
(Seeley)
Scoresbv, the
former a son of Dr. Thomas Scoresby, who
for many years was a well known physician
of Xew York.
Before the days of Peary
and Baldwin, with their complete equipment
for life in the Arctic regions. Dr. William
Scoresby, the great-grandfather of our subject, with three of his own vessels, ventured
far to the north, and Scoresby bay, on the
northern coast of Greenland, still bears his
name and stands as proof of his adventure
and discovery. His name figures more prominently than any other in the early annals of
Arctic exploration.
In 1836 Dr. Thomas
S. Scoresby came to the United States and
inson,

is

ister of

began the practice of his profession in Ellenville,
Ulster county, Xew York, spending
the remainder of his life there.
His marriage had occurred in his native England,
and there his son. Thomas S„ was also born,
being about nine years of age
to America.

Thomas

S.

when brought

Scoresby, the father of our

were quite discouraged when
another visitation came in 1876. Buffaloes
were still in the neighborhood and furnished
the family with meat, but those were the
times when people either ate coarse food or
went hungry. However, those days have
passed away, settlers rapidly came in and
by civilization andl tree planting changed
the climatic conditions which formerly made
some portions of the state undesirable. Mr.
Scoresby was not discouraged but went
steadily on improving his property, and engaging to a considerable extent in stock'
raising.
His labors ended in 1896. He was
man mentally, a stanch member of
the Republican party and a leader in the

a strong

Methodist church. His marriage occurred
in Xew York, to Caroline Seeley, and they
had a family of seven children, our subject
being the only one living in Reno county
at the present time.

Mr. Scoresbv. of this review, was but
years of age when the family came to
Kansas. On account of no schools having
been opened in this locality his educational
opportunities were limited.
His father
five

erected the first schoolhouse in Reno county, and for three years following
the re-

moval to the farm the son.

two months
tle

Fred',

enjoved

of instruction during the winwhen his father bought a catranch in Barber county. Fred took charge

ters.

Later,
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of the cattle placed there.
At the age of
twenty-one years he purchased the home
operations
farm and carried on
there until
assuming the duties of register of deeds of
Reno county. In the meantime he had added
an adjoining quarter section of land, and he
now owns the east half of section 2, in Troy
township. He has good corn land, of which
he cultivates about one hundred and eighty

771

known and is held in the highest confidence
and esteem by all. He has developed one
of the fine farm properties of this section of
the state and feels that he has no reason to
regret having cast in his lot with Kingman
count}-.

The good old Buckeye state claims Mr.
Hart as a native son, since he was born in
Coshocton countv, Ohio, on the 2d of April,
1836, being the son of Reuben and Nancy
(Chapman) Hart, the former of whom was
horn in the same county as the son. while
the mother of our subject was a native of
Reuben Hart was
the city of Philadelphia.
a farmer by vocation and he removed with

Mr. Scoresby has always been an
ardent supporter of the Republican party
and his services have been recognized by his
fellow citizens, having been elected clerk of
In 1899
his township for four terms.
was elected to his present office, assumingcharge in January. 1900. He has made a

his family to

very capable and efficient official, and the
Republicans of Reno county in convention in

our subject was a child, this change of location being made prior to 1840, so that he

the spring of 1902, attested their fidelity to
him by according him a renomination by

became numbered among the pioneers of
Illinois.
He took up a tract of government
land and became eventually the owner of a
well improved farm of three hundred arres,
in Adams county, where he passed the remainder of his life, his death occurring in
1862. His wife also died in that county, in
the year 1882. They became the parertts of

acres.

acclamation.
In August,

united

in

1888,

marriage to

Mr.

Scoresby was
Parks, a

Estella

daughter of S. E. Parks, of Reno county,
Mr.
but formerly of Putnamville, Indiana
Parks coming to this locality in 1885. The
two children born of this union are Mary
and Grace. Mr. Scoresby is socially con-

—

nected with the Court of

Modern Woodmen, and

is

Honor and the
also a member of

the Park and Fair associations, being a
His instockholder in both organizations.
terest in educational matters has identified
him with all progressive movements, and he
is one of the leading and representative
citizens of this city and one of the earnest

Republicans

in this part of

Kansas.

We

now come to a consideration of the
career of one who may well be designated as
a pioneer of Kingman county, where he located when settlers were widely segregated and
at a time when there were few evidencs of
the progress and prosperity which the future
days were to bring forth in their train. He
is one of the honored and successful farmers and stock growers of the county, is well

when

county, Illinois,

nine children, eight of whom attained maturity and six of whom are living at the
present time.
Of them we enter a brief
record Phcebe is the wife of George Hayes^
a pioneer of Barton county, Kansas Elizabeth is the wife of Daniel Darrick, of Camp
Point, Illinois; Anna is a resident of Ursa,
Illinois; George, the subject of this sketch,
was the next in order of birth; Mary is the
wife of Elijah Phipps. of Hamilton. Illinois; Jane is the wife of Jacob Weidenhammer, of Linn county, Missouri; Maria is the
wife of Charles Lowrey, of Brookfield, Missouri David died in Illinois, in 1899; an d
Amos died in early manhood. William went
south and his people have lost track of him.
George Hart was a child of about four
years of age at the time when his parents removed to Illinois, and on the homestead
farm, in Adams county, he was reared to
maturity, receiving such educational advantages as were afforded in the public schools
of the localitv and period.
Upon attaining
his legal majority he engaged in farming on
leased land in Adams county, operating the
:

;

;

GEORGE HART.

Adams

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
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shares.

He

further signified his

independent career by assuming marital responsibilities, being- united in marriage, on
the ist of
Curliss.

November, 1856,

who was born

in

to -Miss

Hannah

Ohio, as were also

her parents, Samuel and Maria (Knox)
Curliss.
Thereafter our subject continued
to be engaged in agricultural pursuits in
Illinois, until the death of his wife, which occurred on the 16th of November, 1870. having in the meantime become the owner of

a

good farm of one hundred and twenty

On the ist of October, 1877. Mr.
a second marriage, being
then united to Mrs. Joanna Griffin, widow
of William G. Griffin, and a daughter of
acres.

Hart consummated

Alexander and Margaret (Asheroft) Race,
natives, respectively, of Ohio and Pendlei
county, Kentucky.
Her grandfather.
Race, was a native of Culpeper
county, Virginia, whence he removed to
Kentucky, where he devoted the remainder
of his life to agriculture, the family main11

taining anti-slavery attitude in the years
leading up to the war of the Rebellion. "Mrs.
Hart was reared and educated in Kentucky,
and there her first marriage occurred. In

removed with her husband to
Darke county. Ohio, where Mr. Griffin's
[863

she

death occurred.

By her first marriage Mrs.
Hart became the mother of seven children
William, a stockman of Gray county, Kansas; Frank, a merchant of La Junta, Colorado; Leonora, the wife of ]. F. Clayton, of
rexas; Anna, wife of D. L. Williams, of
Greenville. Texas: and three who died in
childho

marriage of Mr. Hart seven
were born, namely:
Samuel A.,
successful farmer of Kingman township;
1

>i

'the first

children
a

Albert

X..

a

resident of

Brookfield,

Mis-

souri; Charles

M. and Edgar, who reside
ihoma; Elmer, who died at the age
"' nineteen years; Dora, at
the age. if four;
and \\ ill.am. at the age of sixteen.
Mr. and
Mrs. Hart are the parents of
two sonsKay, who is attending a
commercial colleg-e
«i W ichita, and Bret Earl,
at the parental
home.
Mrs. Hart is an active member
of
the Seventh-day Adventist church
at Lawndale and has been a
particularly
zealous

worker

connection

in

with

the

Sunday-

having served as secretary of the
Sunday-school association of the count)" and
being prominent in other departmen
church work.
After Mr. Hart's second marriage he disposed of his interests in Adams county, Illinois, and removed to Bell county, Texas,
where he was engaged in farming for one
year.
Being dissatisfied with the prospects
in ithat locality, he then came to
Kansas,
and accordingly he set forth with an ox
team, arriving at Wichita on the 28th of
December. 1878. There he remained until
the following spring, when he leased a farm
in Sedgwick county, and there remained tintill the fall
f [879, when lu- took up a preemption claim on section 33, Rural township, Kingman county, the same forming an
school,

•

1

integral part of his present valuable estate.
which comprises three hundred and sixtv
acres in Rural and Kingman townships;, his
postoffice address being

Cunningham.

Prior

t«> locating his original claim Mr.
Hart had
been engaged in .freighting between Wichita

and Sun City, and thus became impressed
with this section of Kansas, which he had
traversed en route.
He took up his abode
on his claim on the 8th of Februarv. 1880,
having erected a comfortable dwelling, a
combination of the sod house and dUg-out,
the same being twelve by fourteen feet in
dimensions, with a board roof weighted

down

with sod.
This somewhat primitive
dwelling soon gave place to a box-bouse.
sixteen by twenty-two feet in
dimensions^
with two rooms and attic.
In i88_> Mr.
Hart erected his present attractive and commodious residence, where a gracious hospitality is ever in evidence.
At the time he
located on his claim his nearest
neighbor to
the west was seventeen miles
distant, while
"iily two families resided
between his place
and Kingman, which was the nearest
postoffice, while the
most accessible railroad
towns were Hutchinson and
Harper. Upon
his farm our subject has
made the best of
improvements, having about two
hundred
acres under effective cultivation,
while he

keeps quite a large herd of
cattle of high
grade, using much discrimination
in both
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departments of his farming enterprise. On
the place is a line orchard of about ten acres.
In politics .Mr. Hart gives a zealous support
to the Republican party, in whose cause he
has been an active worker and a potent facThe cause of educator in a local way.

773

Xew York city
Xewark, Xew Jersey, and acquired

record, spent his boyhoi d in
and. in
a

gi

od education

in the scho<

Is

also has enlisted his support, and he
was one of the organizers of his school district, having been for several years past a

He

member

and Kingston, North Carolina.

tion

serving until

unteers,

the

following vear.

participated in the battles of Roanoke
Island. Xewhern. North Carolina. Antietam

of the school board.

three times wounded
turned by the Rebels.
C. C.

of the east.

At the inauguration of the Civil war his patriotic spirit was aroused, and in October,
[861, he joined the Ninth Xew Jersey V< 1-

.MOLL.

C. C. Moll, deceased, was a practical
and progressive farmer of Rockville township, Rice county, and one of the honored
veterans of the Civil war. coming from a
land which has furnished many a worthy
citizen to the new world.
His birth occurred in Cologne, Prussia, Germany, July
The parents were also natives
19, 1N44.
of that locality, where they were reared, educated and married.
Crossing the Atlantic,
they located in Xew York city, where the father, A. C. Moll, was successfully engaged
in the jewelry business, acting as a diamondsetter for Tiffany & Company.
He and
his wife were visiting in Europe at the time
of the birth of our subject.
He was a man
of good education and liberal culture, and
bad gained through travel the extensive and
accurate knowledge which only travel can
bring.
His wife bore the maiden name of
Maria Filtz. and was a lady of refinement
and culture. Mr. Moll spent some time in Rio
Janeiro. Brazil. His wife died in Prussia during the infancy of our subject, after which
Mr. Moll returned to Xew York city and
also resided in Xewark, Xew Jersey, following his chosen occupation.
He was widely
known as a diamond expert. By his seccn
marriage he had three sons and one daughter.
A prominent Mason, he exemplified

He was
and was twice cap-

On

the

first

occasion

he succeeded in making his escape and when
again captured was rescued by the Third
After being disXew Jersey Cavalry.
charged he re-enlisted, in 1863. as a member
of Company I, Thirty-fifth Xew Jersey Volunteers, with which he served until July,

During

1865.

that

period he participated

Resaca, the Meridian Raid,
pursuing the troops of General Forrest, and
then joined General Sherman's army.
At
Resaca he was wounded by a gunshot in the
arm and shoulder and was confined in several hospitals, being in a field hospital and
afterward at Chickamauga and at Nashville.
He was also in Pennsylvania, and at Jeffer-

in the battle of

sonville, Indiana.
On the 6th of November,
1X04. he was appointed assistant provost
marshal, with office in the state of Kentucky,
under Colonel \Y. H. Sidell, and was made
chief orderly of the government detective
force there, acting in that capacity until June
12. 1865.

On

the 1st of

August of the same

year he accepted the position of postmaster
at Louisville.
until

1

Kentucky, where he remained

87 1.

In that vear Mr. Moll

came

to

Kansas

He was also identified with the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and was
honored and respected by all who knew him.
His death occurred when he was fifty-six

a homestead claim on section 30,
Rockville township, Rice county, where he
resided for six years.
In 180,8 he came to
the farm of one hundred and sixty acres he
constituting
one of the valulast occupied,
.Ml
able farming properties in the county.
the equipments and accessories of a model
farm are here found, including a fine residence, which stands upon a natural building
site, pastures, wind'-mills, barns and highly
cultivated fields.
He is successfully en-

years of age.

gaged

1

in his

life

the beneficent spirit of the fra-

ternity.

C. C.

M(

11.

\\hos e

name

introduces this

and secured

in stock-raising, feeding-

crops to his stock.

most

if

his
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In 1866 Mr. Moll was united in marriage
Murphy, a native of Ireland
1

to Miss Kate

who was reared and educated in Louisville,
Kentucky, and is a daughter of John and
Kate Lennen) Murphy, who also were natives of the Emerald Isle.
Seven children
were born to this marriage, namely: W. C,
of San Francisco, California: J. C, of Little River. Kansas; Mrs. Lizzie Hamilton,
(

who
who

is-

also

living in Little

River: E. L.,

employed in the freight department
Big Four Railroad Company at
Louisville, Kentucky and J. T.. J. T. R. and
of

is

the

;

who are at home with their parents.
children have been provided with good
educational privileges to fit them for life's
Kate,

The

and responsible duties and the famone of prominence in the community,
its members occupying a prominent position in .-.ocial circles.
The cause of education found in Mr. Moll a warm friend, and
he withheld his support from no movement
or measure calculated to promote the public
good.
He died at his home in Rockville
township April 19, 1902, of Bright's disease, leaving the example of a noble life.
practical
ily is

mother to Kansas, and upon the
reared, there remaining
he abandoned agricultural pursuits in

father and

home farm he was
until

order to enter business in Hoisington.
In
1898, in connection with Messrs. Geery,
Mehr and Koch, he established a hardware
store, but one by one his partners have withdrawn .and in 1898, by purchase of another's
interest, he became sole proprietor of the
hardware store, which he now owns and conducts.
He has a large double store, carrying an extensive line of hardware, queensware, trunks, harness, robes, buggies and
carriages, also heavy wagons and all kinds
of farming implements.
The second floor
is used as a tin shop and as a carriage repository.
His business is extensive and is constantly growing.
His business methods are
reliable and in all trade transactions he is
trustworthy, promptly meeting every obligation and conducting all business along the

commercial ethics.
Mr. Childs was united in marriage to
Miss Anna Mehr. a daughter of R. Mehr,
now a resident of Kansas City. Thev have
had three children
Fred E. an infant son
deceased and Melissa Elsie Adelia.
Socially .Mr. Childs is connected with the ?\h .clem Woodmen of America and with the
Knights of Pythias fraternitv.
He stands
to-day a strong man, strong in the consciousline of strict

:

:

:

EDWARD CHILDS.
One
ington

of the enterprising citizens of Hoisis
Edward Childs, a progressive

hardware merchant, who established business here in 1898. He was born in Stark
county,' Illinois, in 1865, and is a son of
John Childs, who came with his family to
Kansas in 1878 and located on section
4,
Union township, Barton county, where he
entered the southeast half of the northwest
quarter, residing there until his retirement
from business life. At that time he was the
owner of other farming lands adjoining. He

removed to Bunker Hill, and there his last
His wife bore the maiden

days were passed.

name of Melissa Fisher. The father of
our subject was born in England,
but the
parents were married in New York
and
they had thirteen children, of whom
eight
are now living.
Mr. Childs, of this review, was only
thirteen years of age when he came with
his

ness of well spent years, strong to plan

perform, strong

in his credit

GEORGE

H.

and
and good name.

HULME.

Not only as mayor of the city of Great
Bend is the Hon. George H. Hufme prominent in its affairs, for along lines of material advancement and improvement he has
aided greatly in promoting the citv's welfare.
Its commercial activity and its 'upbuilding
have been advanced by him, his labors resulting not alone to individual benefit but to
the general good as well.
It is meet, therefore, that his life

work be accorded due

rec-

ognition in a biographical history of central
Kansas and we therefore gladly inscribe his
name upon these annals.

Mr. Hulme was born

in Liverpool,

Eng-
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land, February 14, 1844, a son of William
II. Hulme and a grandson of James Hulme.

The

latter

died

former came
I.

-eating in

in

early

The

manhood.

United States in 1847,
River, Massachusetts. He

to the

Fall

was a tinner by trade. On removing westward he took up his abode in Magnolia, Illinois, where he engaged in the hardware
business, but at the present time he

Lockwood, Missouri.

is

living

He

has
made judicious investment of his earnings
and is now the owner of several valuable
farms, which yield-to him a good financial
return.
He has now attained the ripe old
age of seventy-nine years, but his activity
and appearance would lead one to suppose
Ere leavthat he is many years younger.
ing his native land he married Annie Pickman, who died when about fifty years of
age. Their children are George H., Sarah,
May, Alice and Rachel.
When only three years of age George
H. Hulme was brought by his parents to
America and was reared in Massachusetts
and Illinois, completing his education in the
Subschools of Eden, in the latter state.
sequently he engaged in merchandising in
Magnolia, Illinois, and in the fall of 1874
came to Kansas, locating in Great Bend,
where he opened a general merchandise establishment.
In 1888, in connection with
C. F. W'ilner, he erected the opera house
block, one of the largest business blocks in
Great Bend.
Many other enterprises have
claimed his attention and his marked enterprise and perseverance enable him to carry
forward to successful completion whatever
be undertakes. In 1886, associated with
W. P. Clement, he purchased a mill-site,
retired

in

erected a mill and engaged in the milling
The plant, however, was destroyed
by fire in 1898. but with characteristic energy he replaced it, putting in an eightybusiness.

of the leading industries of the city.
Mr.
Hulme was also instrumental in erection
and putting in operation the foundry, which
is

another important branch of industrial

activity

His flour

is

to foreign markets,

shipped to the east and

some going

to

Glasgow

his labors

mercial activity.

have resulted largely

town by promoting comis also engaged in gen-

He

merchandising in Great Bend.
In 1865 was celebrated the marriage of
Mr. Hulme and Miss Annie Holmes, who
died in 1867, at the age of twenty-two years.
There were two children, William and Clara,
and both are now deceased. For his second
wife Mr. Hulme chose A. M. Bosley, a
daughter of Morris Bosley, of Magnolia, Illinois.
Their children are Georgie. who
married George Green and has one child,
George; James; Clara, deceased; Raymond;
Charlie; Verna. deceased; and Vivian.
That Mr. Hulme has the high regard
and confidence of his fellow townsmen is indicated by the fact that in 1898 he was
elected mayor of the city and re-elected upon
eral

the People's ticket, so that he is the present incumbent.
His duties have been dis-

charged in a most business-like, practical
and progressive manner and he has championed every measure of reform and improvement. He is well known in fraternal
circles, being a valued representative of the
blue lodge, chapter and commandery of the
Masonic order, and also belonging to the

Ancient Order of United Workmen and to
the Knights if Security.
He holds membership in the Presbyterian church and his is a
well rounded character in which there has
been a symmetrical development of the physical, the mental and moral.
He is one of
the most masterful because one of the best
balanced of men and his labors have been of
peculiar benefit and value to his adopted city.
i

six roller process.
The mill now has a capacity of three hundred barrels of flour daily.
He also has an elevator and has a big grain

trade.

and

to the benefit of the

MARCUS
The

M.

YEOMAN.

of prominent and representative
citizens of Kingman county, Kansas, include
list

while some is sold upon the markets of Antwerp. The business is now very extensive

Marcus M. Yeoman, who is also one of the
large land-owners, extensive grain farmers

and -profitable and the

and successful

mill has

become one

stock-raisers.
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The birth of Mr. Yeoman was in Jasper
county. Indiana, in 1862. and he is a worthy
representative of one of the progressive, enterprising and honorable families of that
His parents were

state.

Knox

Eli

and Rebecca

Yeoman.
Marcus M. Yeoman 'was reared on the old
where he learned the prinIndiana,
farm in

I

)

which he

ciples of the science of farming,

He was afhas put to such excellent use.
forded good educational opportunities and
acquired an excellent common-school education in the schools of Rensselaer. Jasper
In early life habits of incounty, Indiana.
dustry were formed, and he was instructed

by an excellent mother in the paths of honesty and uprightness.
The first marriage of Air. Yeoman was in
1883. to Miss Laura .Parkinson-, who was a
daughter of Addison and Barbara Kenton)
Parkinson, both parents being related to the
great Indian fighter who figures so conspicuously in the history of the settlement of
Ohio, Simon Kenton, who was an early settler of that state and a leader among the
The death of Mrs. Yeoman was
pioneers.
on August 26, 1886, in Jasper county, Indiana, leaving one daughter, Beth. The second marriage of our subject was in February, [889, to Miss Aurilla Warren, a lady of
(

Americans who have been carefully afforded
educational

facilities.

Mr. Yeoman has been a resident of
Richland township, Kingman county, since
1900, and has already taken a prominent
place in
zens.

the estimation

His

tine

hundred and

which

tive land,

estate

of bis

fellow

here comprises

citi-

six

forty acres of valuable, producis

well

adapted to the suc-

cessful raising of grain as well as the profitThis is
able growing of cattle and stock.

one of the best arranged and most attractive
homes in Richland township, the commodious residence, which was erected at a cosl of
sixteen hundred dollars, being surrounded with all the buildings needful in the cultivation of so much land, while the farm
itself, with its groves and orchards, shows
its value to the most casual observer. Country residence possesses in this home every
element to make rural life enjoyable.
In politics Mi'. Yeoman is a supporter of
the Danocratic party, thoroughly believing
in its principles.
Fraternally he is con-

[.O.O. I-'.. [roquois Lodge, No.
where he is a valued comrade. In manner Mr. Yeoman is pleasant and b spitable
and is justly satisfied with bis investment in
Kansas land.
nected' with
143.

education, culture and refinement, who had
been one of the irn 1st successful teachers in
that county.

a native of Jasper
daughter of John W. and
the former of
at Bucyrus, Ohio, and died
in May, 1899, at the age of sixty-four.
His
wife was also born in Ohio and' she died at
the age O'f fifty-three.
The children born to
Mr. and Mrs. Warren were six in number.
viz.:
Mrs. Flora Grant, Frank, Edwin,
Aurilla, Yeoman, Newton and Charles, the
last mentioned dying at the age of eleven
years. Mr. Warren was a prominent farmer

and for

and

number

Helen.

—

all

S.

LEWIS.

a

Warren,

was active in the
Methodist church.
Mrs. Warren had been
reared in the Presbyterian belief and always remained attached to that body. The
family .if .Mr. and Mrs. Yeoman consists of
four children, namely:
Ralph, Frank. Lena
a

HOWARD

She was

county and was
Rhoda (Coen)
whom was born

of years

bright,

intelligent

Among
ability

the

who

young men of pronounced

are well qualified

for p

trust and responsibility in professional
and business life and in political circles is
Howard S. Lewis, of Hutchinson, who is
now acceptably serving as city attorney and

of

who
tice

retains a large clientage in the pracof law.
Fie is a representative of well

known southern families. His grandparThomas and Minerva Lewis, the

ents were

former of Kentucky, the latter of Virginia.
In an early day they removed to
becoming pioneers of that state, where the
grandmother died at the advanced age of
'

Thomas S. Lewis, the father
our subject, was born and reared in
Missouri and for several years engaged in

ninety years.
of

tUArtA/^
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stock raising, after which he
interested in mining and is

became largely

the same year and already the new
firm has gained a distinctively representative
Their attention is given almost
exclusively to corporation law and their clilv se

now connected
with the Woods Investment Company. He
is
one of the leading stockholders in the
mines of Cripple Creek, where lie located in
He was a loyal soldier during the
[884.
Civil war, first enlisting in Company E,
Twenty-first Missouri Infantry. He participated in many important engagements, including the battles of Shiloh, Pittsburg
Landing and the campaign in Missouri
against Price. He was three times wounded
but was never captured and with a creditable military record for bravery and meritorious conduct on the field of battle he returned home.
In his political affiliations
he is a Republican. In Missouri he married Miss Geraldine Justice, who died when
our subject was but four years of age and
he is the only survivor of their four chil1

clientage.

|

interests of

Kansas

in 1897.

Having had some

society.

Returning to Hutchinson, Mr. Lewis
entered the office of Houston Whiteside,
with whom he remained until 1901. when
he was elected to the office of city attorney.
He also entered into partnership with J. W.

St.
Joseph.
of their local cli-

Bank,

St.

John

Trust Company. L. J. White Lumber Company, the Bank of Turon, L. A. Bigger and
all the banks in Stafford county,
they are
especially well prepared to handle banking
litigation, as the senior

member

of the firm

was formerly

a banker and their library conevery known work on banking law,
with the contents of which the partners have
largely familiarized themselves.
Fraternally Mr. Lewis is connected with
Hutchinson Lodge. No. ~y, A. O. U. W.,
and he is a member of the Christian church.
In politics he is an active Republican, who
delights in the excitement of campaign work
and in this line has done much for the party,
both in the campaigns of 1896 and 1900.
He has served as a delegate to the county
and senatorial conventions, and is an earnest
advocate of the cause which he believes will
best enhance the nation's welfare. Ambitii urs,
energetic and determined, he has alreadv
won a creditable standing at the bar and
his mental attributes and force of character
are such that his friends feel no hesitancy in
predicting for him a successful future.

tains

;

prac-

tical experience in law, he was thus better
enabled to understand the instruction in
college and was graduated therein in 1897.
He entered that school under the
given age and was the youngest man of his
class, but he took a prominent part in mock
court work, was chairman of the executive
committee and president of the debating

Kansas City and

ents are the First National

Howard S. Lewis was born in Glenwood, Missouri, November 16, 1877. and
was but seven years of age when his father
removed to Colorado. He pursued his ed-

in

entage includes not only many prominent individuals and firms of Hutchinson, but thev
also represent many banking and wholesale

Among the more prominent

dren.

ucation in the schools there to some extent,
but later continued his studies in the schools
of Hutchinson, whither he came, and lias
since made his home with his uncle. Dr.
Tustice.
He was graduated in the high
school here and as it was his intention from
an earl}- age to make the practice of law
his life work, he pursued his education with
that end in view.
He pursued his professional training in the Columbian University
at Washington, D. C, the oldest law school
in the country, and was admitted to the bar
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JAMES
Among

B.

McBURNEY.

pleasant rural homes of
Kingman county is that of James B. McBurney, a well known farmer and stock
raiser residing on the northwest quarter of
section 23, Union township.
He is a vet-

the

eran of the Civil war and bears an honorable
re© rd for brave service in the cause of
in the paths of
peace he has also won an enviable reputa-

freedom and union, and

through the sterling qualities which
making of a good citizen.
Mr. McBurnev was born in Preble counOhio, on the 17th of November, 1840,

tion

go
ty,

to the
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and

is

a son of

Samuel McBurney,

a native

having pre-empted a

tract

of

raw prairie

a young- man when he
came to this country with his father and took
up his residence in New York. .In that state
he was united in marriage with Miss Jane
Hall, and a few years later removed to
Preble county, Ohio, where he purchased a

land.
\t the time he was in rather limited
circumstance-. Ids stock consisting of only
two mules and one cow, which he pirchased
after coming here, but as the years have
pa>sed he ha< steadily prospered in his undertakings and is to da) One of the well-to-

farm of one hundred and sixty acres, making it his home until his death, which occurred when our subject was only two or
three years old.
His wife long survived
him and died at the home of a married
.daughter in Butler county, Ohio, in 1887.

do and successful farmers of his community.
Upon his claim he built a house sixteen by
twenty feet, and the first spring broke Eorty
acres of land, which he planted in corn.
He
raised principall) corn, wheat and oats for
several years, keeping no more than two

Both were earnest and consistent members
of the Presbvterian church, and the father
was a Democrat in politics. In the family

cows, for the first six years, but he now
gives considerable attention to stock raising, and keeps thirty-six head of cattle and

of this worthy couple were seven children,

a

namely
Eliza, who fell down a cellar and
was killed, at Hamilton, Ohio; William J.,
a retired farmer of Spivey, Kingman county, Kansas; Martha J-. who died in childh
1: James B., of this review: Margaret,
wife of Jesse Brown, who is now living retired in Alden, Rice county. Kansas: Thomas, a lumber dealer of Connersville. Indiana;
and Anderson, who died in childhood.
After the death of her husband the mother
remained on the farm and managed t' keep
her children together until thev were grown.

McBurney bought

of Ireland,

who was

:

1

Under her watchful
his

care our subject passed

boyhood and youth and remained with

her until twenty-eight years of age. He was
then married, December 2, 1871. to Miss
Elizabeth A. Kenworthy, a native of Preble
ci unty. Ohio, and a daughter of David
and

Margaret (Mendenhall) Kenworthy. who
were probably born in the same state, and
both died in Preble county.
By occupation
her father was a farmer.
Unto Mr. and
Mrs. .McBurney were born five children, who
are still living, namely:
Pearl H.. Robert
<>.. Milton E., William H. and Harry
H.,

home with their father.
After his marriage Mr. McBurney reto Butler county. Ohio, where
he engaged in farming one year, and next
made
home
is
in Fayette county, Indiana,
where
he carried on farming operation.
f or about
eleven years.
At the end of that time he.
came to Kingman county, Kansas, and
located on the farm where he now
resides
all

at

moved
1

few hogs of

.section

under

a high grade.

In

[894

Mr.

the southeast quarter of

23, the south half of which is now
cultivation, and he later added the

southeast quarter of section 14, one hundred acres of which had been broken, and
is now owned by his
son. Pearl.
In the
spring of
he purchased the northeast
quarter of section 23, Union township, which
property now belongs to his son. Robert.
Mr. McBurney now has over three hundred
acres of land under cultivation, two hundred
and thirty acres of which he planted in
wheat last season.
The remainder of his

property

is

pasture land.
by thirty-six

dition, twelve

He

built

an adhouse

feet, to his

1900. and all of the other buildings upon
his
property are good and substantial
in

A

structures.
number of years ago he
erected a shop upon his place, and being a
natural mechanic he has done all his own

work

in both wood and iron, his shop being equipped with a good forge, anvil, etc.

His son. Pearl, is equally gifted in this line,
and in partnership with Charles Doty, owns
and operates a fine Port Huron threshing
machine, separator and engine.
Sixteen years ago Mr. McBurney
had
the misfortune to lose his wife,
by the un-

merciful hand of death.
His children were
then small, but he never
remarried or engaged the assistance of any woman
in looking after his house.
With the assistance
of his eldest son he performed
all the household duties, such as cooking,
washing and

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
mending, and everything is as neat and tidy
about his home as a model housewife could
wish.

When
Burney
at

the Civil

war broke out Mr. Mc-

laid aside all personal interest,

and

Hamilton. Ohio, enlisted, September

5,

i8(u. in Company B, Sixty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was in the service for
three years, ten months and five days, and
participated in some of the most important
engagements of the war. including the battles of Gallatin, Stone River and Chickamauga. and the siege of Chattanooga, where
the soldiers, reduced to the point of starvation, would steal the corn from the mules.
Mr. McBurney also took part in the battle
of Missionary Ridge, and was with Sherman in his Atlanta campaign as far as Re-

where he was wounded in the hand
and leg and was in the hospital for three
months. He was sent to Jefferson Barracks,
and later to Camp Dennison, Ohio, from
which place he returned to his home when
mustered out.
The Republican party has
always found in him a stanch supporter of
its principles, and he has been a delegate to
nearly every county convention of his. party
since coming to Kingman county, though
for the last few years his son. Pearl, has been
saca.

The
the delegate from Union township.
sons are also ardent Republicans. For twelve
years Mr. McBurney was a member of the
school board; was road overseer several
years township trustee two terms and treasurer one term. His official duties have always
been most capably and satisfactorily performed, and he is justly recognized as one
of the representative men of his community.
Fratenallv he is a member of Kingman
Post, No! 165, G. A. R., and the Odd Fellows lodge, in which he has filled all the
chairs and which he has also represented in
the grand lodge of the state of Indiana.
;

southeast quarter of section 14, in the townand whose postoffice address
is Haven, traces his ancestry to Ohio, thence
to Kentucky and thence to Germany.
He
was born in Preble county, Ohio, July

ship mentioned,

Miranda Shafer,
22,
1843 a son ot
a
native
of
Kentucky,
who was a
farmer and manufacturer of agricultural implements.
His grandfather in the paternal
line was of German parentage and was an
early pioneer and noted Indian fighter in
Kentucky, where he lived out his clays. He
did gallant duty as a soldier in the war of
1812. as did his brother, Henry, who was
in command at Fort Henry.
Miranda Shafer emigrated to Ohio when a young man
and there devoted several years in the es~

tablishment of a man named Huckney to
learning the details of the manufacture of
farming
machinery.
Later
he
established a factory of his own in
Hamilton.
Ohio,
where
he
manufactured
plows and many edged tools. There he married Rachel Westlake, a native of North
Carolina, and a daughter of James and Rachel Westlake. North Carolinians, who had
emigrated to Hamilton county, Ohio. James
Westlake served in the war of 181 2-14 as a

Mr. Shafer finally retired from
manufacturing to a farm which he had
bought in Preble county. Ohio, whence after
some years he removed to Newton county,
Indiana, where he lived until he gave up
active business and removed to Morocco,
that county, where he died in the spring of
1885. His death occurred on Easter Sunday, and his wife, who was just three years
younger than he, died on Easter Sunday,

corporal.

He was for many years
class leader in the Methodist Episcopal
church, of which his wife was also a memthree years later.
a

ber.

and

known

general farmer of

originally a

was

Whig

active in party

pronounced

temperance
man. being long a member of the Sons of
Temperance.
Miranda and Rachel (Westlake) Shafer

JOSEPH SHAFER.
well

was

Politically he

later a Republican,

work and

The

779

Ha-

ven township, Reno county, Kansas, whose
name is above, whose homestead is in the

also

1

a

had eight children, four of whom are livTheir daughter, Sarah, who was the
ing.
wife of William Russell, died at Riverside.
California,

in

1893.

James

is

a

retired
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fer was wounded in his left arm and in his
On the return of the corps
left thumb.
through the Carolina:-, after the fall of Savannah, it encountered at Bent«hdlle a
strong rebel fortification, and when General
Logan asked his tired troops whether they
would rather build breastworks f their own

farmer and lives in Newton county, Indiana.
Jane married William Webb and died in
Carroll county, Indiana, about 1866. John
F. is a farmer in Newton county. Indiana;
Joseph, who is the immediate subject of this
sketch, is the next in order of birth. Maria,
did not marry, died in Newton county,
Mary married David SaIndiana, in [868.
Nathan,
ger. and died also in that county.
of Morocco, same county, is a farmer.
Joseph Shafer first attended school in a

who

1

or take those -1 the lonfederates, they cried
out with one accord. "Take the works!"
When General Joseph If. Johnston sur-

'

I

rendered Mr. Shafer's regiment was

schoolhouse near his father's home in
Preble county, Ohio, sitting on a split-slab
bench and studying his A B C's on a paddleshaped piece of wood to which was pasted a

and

He assisted
paper containing the letters.
In Aughis father on the farm until 1862.
in
ust, that year, he enlisted at Morocco
Regiment
Ninety-ninth
of IndiE,
Company
ana Volunteer Infantry. In October following his regiment was sent from Indianapolis
to Louisville, Kentucky, and thence to Memphis, Tennessee, where it formed a part of
Grant's force which went by land with the
expectation of capturing Vicksburg. History
relates

how

this

expedition

failed

Yazoo

river, in the siege of

Vicksburg, and

after the fall of Vicksburg, in the siege and
capture of Jackson, Mississippi, whence it
returned to Vicksburg. From Vicksburg it

went to Memphis, where it joined the army
afterward sent to Missionary Ridge. Subsequently

it

participated

in

the

relief

of

Burnside at Knoxville and then went to
Chattanooga, and later it formed a part of
the Fifteenth Army Corps commanded
by
General Logan, under General Sherman in
the Atlanta campaign.
The regiment took
part in every battle from Atlanta to Savannah and did its full duty in all of the flanking movements which made the Fifteenth
Army Corps famous. At Atlanta Mr. Sha-

Washington,
grand review and
in

I

the

).

diana.

January 1. 1872, Mr. Shafer married
Lucy Hitchings, who was born in that counand Mary (Swi^art)
a daug

ty,

Hitchings,

natives,

respectively,

and North Carolina.

was

where Mrs. Hitchings
Mr. and Mrs. Shafer remained in
ty until the fall of
in

Maine

of

Mr. Hitchings, who

a well-to-do farmer, died in the

county,

on ac-

count of the capture of Grant's base of supplies at Holly Springs, because of the incompetency and neglect of the commandant
After that event the army
of that post.
returned to Memphis and for a time
Mr. Shafer's regiment was doing guard
duty to keep open railway communication with Chattanooga.
Later it participated in the incident of the great raft on the

in

Union army opposing him;
C, it participated in
the
still later was mustered
After the war Mr. Shafer
out of service.
resumed farming; in Newton county. Infront line of the

log-

Kansas.

1X75,

still
tl

when they

Mr. Shafer sent

a

same
lives.

located

team and

[

I

I

wagon and some of his belonging- on before
him in care of a trusty man, and with his
wife made the journey by rail. They located
in section 14, Haven township, Reno county, where they have lived until the present
time.
Mr. Shafer erected a small frame
house with walls of vertical boards and'
broke forty acres of land which, in the spring
of 1876. he planted with corn.
His crop
was much damaged by grasshoppers, which
then raided Kansas for the second time. For

some time after his arrival in Kansas the
was devoid of trees, and from his
claim he had an unobstructed view in every
direction, and he frequently saw the waters
of the Arkansas river and the headlights of
the Santa Fe Railroad, both far to the northward. He also saw the mirage of the sandhills north of Hutchinson, which did not
appear to be more than a mile away, the hills
appearing to be not more than one hundred
feet high; and once he saw the mirage of
a house a mile west of him. which did not
appear to be more than fifty vards distant
prairie
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and seemed

to be at least fifty feet high.

He

John

for the

ham.
san,

McCormick Machine Company;
Oklahoma; and Ada, who is a

lives in

graduate of an up-to-date business college,
holds an important position as a bookkeeper
for the E. R. Moses Mercantile Company, of
Great Bend. Kansas, which does a large
mail order business.
Mr. Shafer is a man of much public
spirit, who has near to his heart the best interests of the community in which he lives,
which he is ever ready to advance to the
extent of his abilitv and his admirable judg1

;

ment

in all

business affairs

ciated that his fellow

is

so well appre-

townsmen

seek

his

opinion in numerous matters of importance.
He is a thoroughly upright and honorable
man, whose daily life and business methods
have given him a place in the public confidence, of which any one might be proud,
and those who know him best know that his
success in life is richlv deserved.

and coal at CunningLike many another progressive KanMr. Ratcliff is a native of Kentucky,
lie was born in Boone county, February 28,
[860, a son Robert M. and Cynthia (Anderson) Ratcliff.
Robert M. Ratcliff. father of Elisha S.
Ratcliff, of Cunningham, was born in Grant
county, Kentucky, a sun of Elisha Ratcliff,
a pioneer in that state, who was born in
Virginia and there married Cynthia Anderson.
Not long after his marriage Grandfather Ratcliff located in Kentucky, where
he took part in many stirring scenes and became a citizen of prominence and influence
and where his son, Robert, was reared to
manhood.
The latter, after having accustomed himself to the details of practical
farming,
became a merchant at
Verona, Boone county, whence he removed eventually to Crittenden, Grant county, where he was not only a leading merchant
but was an extensive buyer and shipper ef
In 1887 he emigrated to Barber
tobacco.
county, Kansas, where he established a business in grain and stock which, now aged seventy-six years, he carries on successfully.
His wife, Cynthia (Anderson) Ratcliff, died
in 1885 and Mr. Ratcliff was afterward married again.
He is a Master Mason and is in
all respects a man of ability and prominence.
Robert and Cynthia (Anderson) Ratcliff had eleven children, nine of whom grew
to maturity.
The following data concerning
them are included in this sketch as an interesting contribution to local genealogv
Joers in live stock, grain

has a herd of forty graded shorthorn and
white-faced cattle and raises many hogs.
In politics Mr. Shafer is a Republican
and he has been sent as a delegate to countyconventions of his party and to congress^ mal
conventions, and has served his township
four years as trustee and for a like period
as treasurer.
He and his wife are members
of the Methodist Episcopal church at Highland and he is a member of Haven Post, Xo.
122. Grand Army of the Republic.
To Mr. and Mrs. Shafer have been born
four children, three of whom are livingEva, who married Daniel Muck, a farmer
in Haven township, and a traveling sales-

man

of the firm of Ratcliff Brothers, deal-

cliff,

residence in 1854 and he
has also erected good barns, granaries and
other necessary outbuildings, and planted
an orchard of four acres, which produces
fruit of various kinds, principally apples. He
built his present

1222722

I

I

:

seph T. Ratcliff. M. D.. lives at Morris, Indiana; Edward B. Ratcliff, M. D., is a medical specialist at Seattle,

Washington; Mary

wife of C. Vallandigham, of Williamstown, Kentucky
Agnes married O.
Vallandigham, who is a farmer and merchant at Crittenden, Grant county. Kentucky Aggie died at the age of four years
S. is the

;

;

ELISHA
Among

S.

the well

RATCLIFF.

known

business

John M.

men

of

Kingman county. Kansas, there are few who
have more amply won the good esteem of
their fellow citizens than has Elisha S. Rat-

is

a

member

of the firm of Ratcliff

Brothers; Elisha S., who is the head of the
turn just mentioned, was the next in order of
birth
Bettie H. is a teacher in the public
schools of Crittenden, Kentucky; Claudia is
the wife of Dr. J. H. Cotteral. of Guthrie,
;
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Oklahoma; Frank M. is in the mercantile
business at Seattle. Washington'; another
child died in infancy.
Elisha S. Ratcliff was brought up to
farm life in the Blue Grass state, was educated in the public schools near his home and

Masons, and has taken the three master's degrees in capitulary Masonry and has been
exalted to the august degree of Royal Arch'
Mason; and is a member of Cunningham

was i member of his parents' household until
he was twenty-four years of age. Then in

member

company with his brother, John, he went to
Kingman county, Kansas, and took up government land in Kingman township and engaged

in

raising on a small scale.
farming and stock raising until

stock

He continued

1890. meanwhile adding to his land until he
owned four hundred acres. He then sold
his land and stock to his brother and with
his brother. John M., organized the firm
of Ratcliff Brothers, of Cunningham, and
since that time has been buying and selling
grain, live stock and coal. In 1901 the Cun-

ningham

elevator

was

erected.

It

has a ca-

Lodge, Xo. 134, Knights of Pythias, most
tiie offices of which he has tilled, and a

of

of the

Modern Woodmen

of

the

World, in which he is the past D nsul.
February 20. 1895, Mr. Ratcliff married
Mrs. Ida Sigler, widow of A. J. Sigler, who
was a merchant at Cunningham. Mrs. Ratcliff. who was horn in Washington county.
Indiana, is an active member of the Christian
church and takes a leading part in evangeliRatcliff
cal and benevolent work generally.
Brothers, by their straightforward business
methods, have established a reputation for
integrity, of which they should be proud,
and their enterprise has given them a leading
(

among

position

the

leading

men

of

the

county.

pacity of eighteen thousand bushels and is
provided with all modern appliances for
cleaning, grading

and handling grain.

HOMER

The

Ratcliff Brothers have built up a large business and they ship annually two hundred to

four hundred carloads of grain and seventvfive to one hundred car loads of stuck. Elisha
S. is in charge of the office, scale and elevator
wi >rk and Ji ihn M. attends to the buying and
general outside business, giving especial attention to the stock department.
The cyclone of 1898 swept awav their warehouse
the office, as well as Mr. RatclifFs residence.

All were replaced that same year, and .Mr.
Ratcliff's house, which is supplied with running water and other modern improvements,
is one of the best residences in the city.
Since engaging in his present business

Mr. Ratcliff has given his attention to it almost exclusively, but has found time as
a
Democrat to do active political work and
has several times represented his partv as a
delegate to county, state, congressional and
senatorial conventions and has been
elected
ti
si me important
township offices. He has
been received as an Entered Apprentice,
has
passed the Fellow Craft degree and has
been
raised to the sublime degree of
Master Mason, and is a member of Robert
Morris
Lodge. Xo. 134. Ancient Free and
Accepted

I'.

FORT, M.

D.

other professions is
the responsibility laid upon the physician,
since the issues of life and death are in his
hands, and an improper diagnoMs, incorrect
method of treatment, a false prescription or
an unskilled surgical operation may rob

Greater than

man

in

all

of that which he prizes above

Thus

all else

and honored
physician must be thoroughly equipped by
life itself.

the successful

technical discipline, conscientious regard for

the ethics of his noble profession,

dowed with
which

and ensympathy

make

Among

resentatives

Kingman

human

his ministration the more
the able and popular repthe medical profession in
county is Dr. Fort, who is engaged

shall

effective.

that broad

of

and who conducts a sucdrug business in the thriving town of
Cunningham.
Dr. Fort claims the old Empire state as
the place of his nativity, having been born
in general practice

cessful

in the city of Troy. Rensselaer countv. Xew
York, on the 12th of September. 1849. tne
son of John and Julia (Myers) Fort, both
of whom were born in the same county
as
was their son, being representatives
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The father
years engaged

is placed at more than two thousand dollar-,
while the same is complete and comprehensive, including the best lines of drugs and
medicines, proprietary remedies, toilet articles, school supplies, stationery, toys. etc.
The store is large and has the most modern
accessories, the stock being tastefully displayed and the establishment being especially

inent old families of the state.
of our subject

was

for

many

mercantile pursuits and is
tired in the city of Troy.

in

children, of

whom

the others being

hood

the Doctor

now

living re-

He had three
was the eldest,

Herman, who died

in child-

and Minnie, the wife of John ConSioux City, Iowa.
Thi boyhood days of Dr. Fort were
passed in his native city, to whose excellent

783

;

rad, of

j

creditable to the
cated.

It

is

little city

known

in

which

it

Drug

as the City

is

lo-

Store

indebted for his prelim-

and commands a representative patronage,

When lie was
inary educational discipline.
fifteen years of age the family removed to
the city of Chicago, and there he continued
his studies in the public schools for the ensuing three years, at the expiration of which.
at the age of eighteen, he was matriculated

the best of service being assured in every
department.
Dr. Fort has had the best of training for
his chosen profession, and his practical experience in its work, both in city and country
fields, has been varied and valuable, extending over a period of nearly three decades.
Thus it is scarcely necessary to state that his
precedence in the practice of both medicine
and surgery is assured, for he brings to the
same the most advanced technical powers,
a genial and sympathetic personality and a
thorough love for the work of ministering

public schools he

in the celebrated

is

Rush Medical

College, in

Chicago, and after an interval of about two
years spent in the study of pharmacy and in
practical experience in Chicago drug establishments, he finally completed his medical
course, being graduated in the institution
mentioned as a member of the class of 1874.
Immediately after securing his degree Dr.
Fort removed to Mason City. Iowa, where
he entered upon the practice of his profession, building up an excellent business and

there continued his residence for a period of
eight years, within which time he had at-

tained marked prestige as a physician and
surgeon. His health finally became so seriously impaired that he was compelled to

{

t<

1

tin ise

in

affliction.

He

controls a large

same ramifying through both
Pratt counties, and his popularity in the community is unmistakable. He
is held in high esteem bv his professional
confreres and retains membership in leadpractice,

the

Kingman and

ing medical societies, being a close student

and ever keeping abreast of the advances,
made in the sciences of medicine and surgery.
The Doctor has intimately identified
himself with the interests of the county and

withdraw from the active work
of his profession, and the ensuing four years
were principally given to traveling through
the states and territories of the west.

interests already

Through

in the live stock industry,

owning one hun-

dred head of high grade

cattle.

practically

this effective

medium he was

cessful in recuperating his energies

suc-

and

in

resuming- practice he located in Luverne.
Rock county, Minnesota, where he established himself and continued in general practice until i8qS. which stands as the date of
his arrival in

Cunningham, Kansas, where
a large and rep-

he has ever since controlled

resentative practice of general order.
The
Doctor also effected the purchase of the drug
business of G. D. Jeffs, the stock at the
time being valued at five hundred dollars.
He has since increased the equipment of
the establishment until the stock valuation

in addition to his professional audi business

mentioned he

is

concerned

He

has a

most attractive residence in the little city of
Cunningham and the same is the center cf
refined hospitality.

Thoroughly

alive to the duties of citizen-

ship. Dr.

Fort maintains a deep interest in
local affairs of a public nature and has been
quite active in political matters, being a stalwart supporter of the principles and policies
advanced by the Republican party. He has
served two terms as treasurer of Dresden
township, giving an able and economical administration of the finances of the same. He
-
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Berks

local physician and surgeon for the
Santa Fe Railroad at Cunningham until said
office was abrogated by the company. While
in Minnesota and Iowa he served several
terms in the office of county coroner, and his
eligibility for the positions of public trust and

was

responsibility

had he

felt

is

his professional

that

the

in

is

at

The mo-

[873.

.

and busi-

children,

and

sons

.six

namely:
tember 6,

to be considFraternally the

Man

Ellen,

1847, and

daughters,

three

who was born
has

Sepfour living chil-

Francis I!., who was born December
1848, and has one sun and two daugh-

dren:

Doctor holds membership in Grace Lodge,
No. 488, A. F. & A. M., at Luverne. Minnesota, and is a! so identified with the
Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America.
At Luverne, Minnesota, on the 16th of
June, 1887, Dr. Fort was united in marriage
to Miss May Wightman, who was born in
Rock county, Minnesota, being the daughter of John L. and Jane Wightman, now residing at Salt Lake City. Utah; and of this
union one daughter. Ruth, was born December 18. 1889, at Luverne. Minnesota.
The
family is prominent in the social life of the
community and at the attractive home a
gracious hospitality

m

Montgomery county. Pennsylvania. Unto
Mr. and Mrs. Updegrove were born nine

him

connection.

occurring

death

his

there

ther of our subject was in her maidenhood Elizabeth Bower and was born in
Berks county, Pennsylvania, April 27 1822.
She 1- still living;, making her home in

unmistakable, so that other

ness interests permitted

ered

me

preferment would have come to him

official

county,

12,

Harrison, who was born May 17. 1851,
and ha- eleven children; William 1!., born
September 6, [852, and has twelve children;
facob B., the subject of this review; Susan
Elizabeth, who was born February 9, 1858,
and is the mother of thirteen children;
Thomas
who was horn October 1. 1859,
is engaged 111 fanning on section _<i and lias
six children; Sarah Ann. who is at home
with her mother; ami Ulysses (.rant, who
was l.oni March id, 181.4. and is engaged in
farming in Hayes township. Reno county,
ter-:

1-'.,

Kansas.

ever in distinct evi-

Jacob B. Updegrove. whose name intro-

dence.

duces this review, was reared to the quiet
pursuits of the farm, and his early educational privileges

JACOB

B.

UPDEGROYE.

schools.

ni' >n

were received

A

representative of the agricultural inReno county. Jacob B. Updegrove
extensively engaged in farming and stock
raising on section 21. Walnut township, and

for

is

certificate at the early

state, his birth having occurred in
Berks
county, Pennsylvania, on the 6th of May,
His father. William S. Updegrove',
1855.
was a native of the same county, born January 18, 182^. and his death occurred
in
Montgomery county, Pennsvlvania, on the
20th of February. 1899. He was a son
of

Jacob Updegrove.
stone

state,

about

1795.

trade

and

his

a native also of the

Keyhaving occurred
shoemaker by
followed
fanning in

birth

He was
also

a

the

com-

also spent si >me time in an
academy, and at the age of eighteen years
he began teaching, following the profession

terests of

is a most energetic, enterprising man, whose
success comes to him as the reward of his
well directed efforts and is therefore justly
deserved.
He is a native of the Keystone

in

He

;

two terms.

He was

After attaining to
the parental roof
trade, which
he
Pennsylvania, for

given a teacher's
age of fourteen vears.
vears of maturity lie left
and learned the' miller's
followed

in

Birdsboro,

a time.
On the 12th of
April, 1878. he arrived in Kansas,
where he
worked by the month for several vears, and
in 1878 became the owner of
one hundred
and sixty acres of land, on which he began

farming on his own account.
Four vears
however, this tract again became the

later,

property of the United States government.
He now owns four hundred acres ,,f the
finest farming land to be found
in central
Kansas, all in one body, and there he is

engaged

in general farming and in the raising of a good grade of stock. He
keeps on

ffjj

|.

B.

UPDEGROVE AND FAMILY.

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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hand about eleven horses and from ten to
sixty head of choice cattle, and his hogs are
df the

new

Poland Ohina breed.

residence

was erected

in

His beautiful
the fall of

1900, and is one of the best built and most
convenient farm houses in this portion of
the state, being complete in all its equip-,
men;-.
It is built hack from the road about
sixty rods, and is reached by two beautiful
His fine
the north and west.
from
drives
orchard and grove is a square of five acres,
surrounded by two rows of stately poplars

and by a row of Rusand is planted with
apples, peaches, pears, cherries, plums and
grapes.
The place is one of the most
and desirable farming propattractive
erties in this rich and fertile section, and a
sixty feet in height

sian

mulbery

trees,

glance at his well developed

fields will

in-

dicate to the passer-by the supervision of
An abundant supply
a progressive owner.
of pure water is received from four wells,

and on the farm is a large fish pond, in
which may be found many fine carp.
In March, 1888, Mr. Updegrove was
united in marriage with Barbara Schindler,
who was born in Adams county, Indiana,
on the 19th of August. 1855. The union
was blessed with five children, but two died
in infancy, and those living are
Eugene
:

Alvin, a bright little fellow of twelve years;
Katie Elizabeth, who is ten years of age;
the age of
seven years.
After his marriage Mr. Up-

and Edna May, who has reached

degrove brought his wife to his little farm
of one hundred and sixty acres, on which
was a small house twelve by fourteen feet,
and in that primitive home they began the
battle of life in earnest.
Their united efforts have succeeded in winning for them
a handsome competence, and theirs is nowone of the beautiful homes of the locality.
Mr. Updegrove casts his ballot in favor
of Republican principles, but has never desired public preferment, preferring to give
his time and attention to his business interests.
He is a gentleman of much kindness
of heart, of generous impulses and sterling
worth, and his admirable qualities have endeared him in strong ties of friendship to
many of the best citizens of Reno county.

J.

785

P.

VANIMAN.

J. P. Vaniman, a farmer, stock raiser
and dairyman of Atlanta township, Rice
county, resides near Lyons and is one of the
leading and enterprising citizens of his community, where he has made his home since
1886. His residence in the state dates from
1 881.
A native of Ohio, he was born in
Montgomery county, near Dayton, on the
28th of December, 1853, and is a son of David Vaniman, a native of Pennsylvania. The
grandfather, Jacob Vaniman, was also born
in the Keystone state and was of German
lineage.
David Vaniman, however, was
reared in Ohio, attaining his manhood on
an Ohio farm. He married Elizabeth Bowser, who was born in Indiana and was also
of German parentage, her people having removed to the Hoosier state from Pennsylvania, and in the latter commonwealth the
family was established at an early day by
emigrants from the fatherland. From Ohio
parents of our subject removed to
the

Macoupin county, Illinois, in 1863, taking
up their abode upon a farm near Virden.
Throughout his active business career the
father devoted his energies to the tilling of
the soil and to the cultivation of the crops,
and at the age of seventy-two his life's la-

In his political
he was a Democrat, but never
sought or desired the honors or emoluments

bors were ended in death.
affiliations

of public
the

office.

German

He

Baptist

held membership
church,

Brethren

in
in

which he served as deacon for many years.
His widow still survives him and has
reached the age of seventy-one years. They
were the parents of six children, five sons
and a daughter, of whom five are living,
namely: Susan, Tacob P., David C., Daniel
B., Ira T. and Levi.
John, the eldest of the
family, has passed away.
Jacob P. Vaniman, whose name introduces this review, is the only member of
the family residing in Kansas.
He spent
the first ten years of his life in Ohio and then

accompanied

his parents

on their removal to

Illinois, where he was reared in the usual
manner of farmer lads of the period. He
was instructed in the best methods of cul-
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tivating the fields and caring- for the stock,
and lessons of uprightness and honesty were
His literary
also instilled into his mind.
education was acquired in the common
schools and was further supplemented by
On
reading and study in leisure hours.
attaining- his majority he was married, in
Macoupin county, Illinois, to Miss Diana
Brubaker, a lady of refinement and culture,
who has proved to him a devoted wife and
She
faithful companion on life's journey.
was born in Clark county, Ohio, and is a

daughter of Jonathan Brubaker. a native of
Virginia. Her mother bore the maiden name
of Susan Frantz, who was born in Ohio. Her
parents are both living and reside near Virden. Illinois. They had six children, a son
and five daughters, namely: Isaac S., Sarah, Diana. Mary Ann, Lizzie and Emma.
The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Vaniman has
been blessed with six children, as follows
Harvey, who was graduated in McPherson
•College, with the class of 1900; Emma, who
will graduate in the same institution with
the class of 1901 Ernest, who is pursuing
the second year course in McPherson Col;

Ira and Clarence, at home.
As stated above Mr. Vaniman came to
Kansas in 1881 and took up his abode near
Oletha, Johnson county, where he remained
for four and a half years, when he came to
Rice county and purchased one hundred and
sixty acres of land from J. W. Workman.
He afterward added to this eighty acres, so
that his farm now comprises two hundred
and forty acres. It is a rich and well improved property, and on which is a good residence and substantial outbuildings, feed lots-

lege; Delia.

pastures, an orchard of five acres, a beautiful

grove and broad
the

fields of

waving grain are

main features of the

place, and in their
thrifty appearance indicate the enterprising
spirit and careful supervision of the owner.

The farm is pleasantly and conveniently located a mile and a half from the city of
Lyons, so that the comforts of the town are
easil} acquired, and at the same time they
can enjoy the privileges of country life. Mr.
Vaniman engages in raising both grain and
stock and also conducts a dairy, and in the
various departments of his business is meet-

His life has
ing with creditable success.
He is a
ever been upright and honorable.
fearless
in defense
man of firm convictions,
of what he believes to be right, and throughout his business career he has sustained >an
enviable reputation.
He and his wife, to-

gether with their five eldest children, are
members of the German Baptist Brethren
church, in which he holds the office of
Deacon.
He takes an active interest in
church work, doing" all in his power to pro-

mote its growth and advancement, and is
the champion of all measures calculated to
prove of general good along intellectual, social and material lines.
In manner he is
modest and free from ostentation, but true
worth everywhere wins him the respect and
confidence of his fellow men.

W.

P.

MARKWELL.

who resides on his
large estate in section 25, Belmont township, is one of the leading farmers and stock
raisers of Kingman county, Kansas. Since

W.

P.

Markwell.

1885 he has been a resident of this count
identified with its progress

and has become
in

many

lines,

chiefly those of agriculture

and the profitable raising of stock.
The birth of Mr. Markwell was in
Menard county, Illinois, in 1850, and he was
a son of Alexander and Amy (Adams)
Markwell. the former of whom was a son
of William Markwell. who was born and
who died in Kentucky, where the family is
widely known and highly regarded. Alexander Markwell grew to young manhood on
a farm in Kentucky, and married Amy Adams, who was a daughter of John Adams,
of that state, who had been a soldier in the
Mexican war and was a man of substance
and respectability. After marriage Alexander Markwell and wife moved to Menard
county. Illinois, where he died, in the prime
of life, at the age of forty-four years.
He
had taken much interest in public affairs all

member of the Democratic
party, and was a conscientious member of
the Methodist church.
His friends rememhis life, as a
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her him as a

of pfobity and upright liv-

engaged in extensive operations, having
hundred and fifty acres in cultivation and
the rest devoted to grass and pasturage.
is
stock is well cared for, the yards and
i^vd pens are commodious and substantial,
and his stables, his fencing and orchards
testify to the excellence of his management.
Every part of his domain is kept up to its
full measure of capacity, and he has shown
by results what can be accomplished by the
proper exercise of ability.
This is a very
attractive home, the residence having cost at
least one thousand dollars, and it is located
near enough to the village of Cleveland to
is

live

ing.

The death of Alexander Markwell fell
heavily upon his wife, who was left with a
family of -even children to guide and rear
without a father's

However, Mrs.

care.

woman of remarkable
a
strength of character, and she took up her
cares with Christian endeavor, and four of
these children survive to testify to her loving
kindness and care for her in advancing life,
although her seventy-six years rest lightly
Markwell was

upon
son.

her.

John,

She makes her home with her
in Belmont township, and is

known

for her many kind acts.
Her
surviving children are as follows:
Airs.
Sarah Bradley; Elethe E. Power; William
P. and John, of this township. Those who
died were Mrs. Jane Johnson, Mrs. Queen
Wheeler and Mrs. Narsis Ludlow.

well

;

The
was

7*7

early life of William P. Markwell
spent in the state of Illinois, and he was

taught to be honest and industrious, among
the first lessons he learned from his mother.
At the age of twenty-four he married Sarah Swarr, who was born in Mason county,
Illinois, and who was a daughter of John
and Sarah (Powell) Swarr. both of whom
died in that state.
To this marriage were
born seven children, viz.
Amy, who is
one of Kingman county's popular and successful teachers; Effie. who also is a valued
teacher of this county Alec, who is a thrifty
young farmer of this township, still residing at home Maud, who is engaged in teach:

;

;

ing in this state: Ella, who has also succeeded as a teacher: and Ethel and Robert,
who are still students. One daughter, by
The
the name of Grace, has passed away.
daughters have all succeeded as teachers,
possessing bright intellects and all being
beautiful and cultured

women.

Until 1885 Mr. Markwell remained in
he took advantage of the opportunities offered in a
larger field.
Coming then to Kansas he
bought his first one hundred and sixty acres
of land, since which time he has added to it
until he now possesses six hundred and eighty acres. His son. Alec, owns a contiguous
one hundred and sixty acres. Mr. Markwell
his native state, but at that time

1

1

enable the family to enjoy the privileges of
a pleasant social life.
The religious connection of the family

with the Church of Christ, in which body
Mr. Markwell is an elder. As a citizen he

is

is

of

much
honor

who

respected, being considered a man
in business transactions and one

can be relied upon in any emergency.

His political opinions make
the Democratic party.

him

a

member

1

if

DENNISON SHELDON.
Within the pages of this work will he
found specific mention of many of those
worthy citizens who have contributed to the
development and material upbuilding of
Kingman county, and who are identified in
a conspicuous way with the industrial acThe subtivities of this section of the state.
ject of this sketch holds prestige as one of
this number, being- one of the honored and
successful farmers and stock growers of

Rural township, where he owns a finely improved farmstead of three hundred and
twenty acres, his postoffice address being
Lawndale.
The birth of Mr. Sheldon occurred in
Kenton county, Kentucky, on the 7th of
November, 1852, his parents being Dennison and Serena (Richardson) Sheldon, the
former of whom was born in Ticonderoga
county. New York, and the latter in Virginia.
The father of our subject remained
in the old Empire state until he had at-
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tained the age of eighteen years,

removed

to

when he

Kentucky, where he turned his

attention to farming and to teaching schi ol
and where his marriage was solemnized. In

1856 lie removed thence with his family to
Randolph county, Illinois, where he successfully engaged in farming until his death,
which occurred in 1879. He became one
of the influential men of his community, taking an active part in public affairs of a local
nature and manifesting an unflagging interest in the cause of education.
He commanded the uniform confidence and esteem
of the community and his life was one of
•signal usefulness and honor.
His widow
survived him many years, losing her life
in the cyclone which caused so great loss
of life and property in Mount Vernon, Illinois, on the 19th of February, 1891. They
became the parents of seven children, name-

Otho R., who is engaged in the news
business in the city of Chicago; Thomas C,
who died in Denver, Colorado, in 1892;

ly:

Dennison, the snbiect of this sketch; Benjamin, who is deceased; William, a resident of
Denver Rosencrans, who is engaged in bus;

iness in Chicago; and James, the oldest in
the family, who died in 1861, at the age
of fourteen years.

Dennison Sheldon was reared on the old
homestead farm in Illinois, early beginning
to contribute his quota toward "the work of
the farm and receiving his preliminary educational discipline in what was known as
the Shiloh Hill schoolhouse, the same being a log structure, with primitive equipments, and notable as the same in which General John A. Logan laid the foundation of
Ins education and as the one in which he gave
his

first political address.
After attaining
Mr. Sheldon continued for a
time on the homestead, operating the same
on shares, and finally he entered into partnership with is father and engaged
in the
general merchandise business at Shiloh
Hill,
Hlinois, continuing this
enterprise for a per "" "'. five years, ami
during the major portion of this time servin- as
postmaster.
On the 15th of October, 1877, while
thus engaged in business, Mr.
Sheldon was
muted 111 marriage to Miss Ada G.
Smith

his majority

1

who was born in Perry county, tllinois, being the daughter of VVesle} ami Sarah A.
Bottomley) Smith, the latter of whom was
born in the city of Philadelphia. The family removed to
Hancock county. Illinois,
(

when Mrs. Sheldon was a child and later
took up their residence in Pike county, that
state, where Mr. Smith's death occurred.
Mr. and Mrs. Smith became the parents of
three children:
Walter, who died in Grant
county, Kansas; one who died in infancy;
ami .Mrs. Sheldon. Mrs. Smith eventually
consummated a second marriage, becoming
the wife of Alfred Bull, and of their six
children onl) one survives, William II., a
resident of McCall, Louisiana.
Mr. Sheldon continued in the mercantile
business until the fall of iSSj, when, by
reason of the failing health of Mrs. Sheldon,
he decided to remove to Kansas.
Accordingly, with team and wagon, he reached Parsons and Mrs. Sheldon was compelled to remain there to recuperate her strength, "insubject coming to Kingman county, where
he took up a pre-emption claim, the same being the northwest quarter of section (j. Kingman township. Within the first month Mr.
Sheldon completed the erection of a box
house, with basement, and when he had thus
prepared for the reception of his wife, Mrs.
Sheldon came by rail to Harper, then the
nearest railroad point, being thirty-eight
miles from his home, whence she was conducted to the new home. At that time there
were but
three
houses
between
Mr.
Sheldon's farm and the present city of
Kingman, while to the west no dwelling was
to be found for a distance of twenty miles.
After three vears of life on the frontier,
with the full quota of inconveniences and
1

deprivations,

Mr. Sheldon became thoroughand determined to return to
having at the time no thought of
ever returning to Kansas. On reaching Illinois, however, as our subject expresses, he
found that the "hills had grown steeper and
the mud deeper," and a period of six weeks
proved sufficient to convince him that Kansas
was not so bad a place after all. He accordly dissatisfied
Illinois,

ingly returned to Kingman county, fully
determined to cast in his lot with the fortunes
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new state and to make this his permanent home.
Sickness in his family
and other unfortunate circumstances conspired to make his lot one which, would
For four
have discouraged most people.
of the

years he taught school during the winter
-months and was compelled to mortgage his
farm.
Not being able to keep up the payments he finally lost the place, and he their
removed to his present farm, leasing the
property until 1901, when he effected its

purchase.

To

the original quarter section

is

added another tract of equal area, the same
having been received from her father's es-<
tate by Mrs. Sheldon, upon paying off an
incumbrance resting thereon. Energy and
good management have finally brought definite success in their train, and Mr. Sheldon is
now one of the successful and influential
fanners and stock raisers of the county, leasing land in addition to the home place and
having about four hundred acres under a
high state of cultivation, while he has made
excellent improvements on his place.
He
keeps an average of about fifty head of high
grade cattle and about twenty horses.
In
accordance with his progressive ideas, Mr.
Sheldon established on his farm some years
ago herds of both the Poland-China and
Duroc-Jersey swine, no little expense being incurred in the securing of the best
and in this line misfortune also attended his efforts, since he lost both herds,
through disease.
Though he has had
his full share of discourap'ements and ill
luck he has ever made the best of the
types

;

and his invincible
spirit and indefatigable energy have finally
carried him forward to the goal of success,
while in all the relations and vicissitudes of
life he has ever commanded respect and essituation

as

presented,

teem, his reputation being unassailable.
In his political adherency Mr. Sheldon is
arrayed with the Republican party, and he
has taken an active interest in public affairs
of a local nature. He has served as trustee
and treasurer of his township and as chairman of the township executive committee,
bringing to bear marked fidelity and ability
in the discharge of his official duties.
He
was one of the organizers of school district

789.

No. 43, was chairman of the first school
hoard and has been a member of the board
the greater portion of the time since its organization, acting as treasurer and director
and being at the present time clerk of the
board.
He served for five years on the
county board to which is assigned the work
of selecting text-books for use in the pub->
lie schools, and his interest in the cause of
education has been unflagging. Mr. Sheldon
secured the location of and gave the name
to the postofhee of Lawndale, through which
superior mail facilities are given to a large
number of residents in this section of the
county.
Fraternally he is identified with

Cunningham

Woodmen

Camp,

No.

1,052,

Modern

of America.

In conclusion we enter a brief record
concerning the eleven children of Mr. and

Mrs. Sheldon
Walter B. assists his father
in the work and management of the homestead Pearl B. and Ethel O. are popular and
successful teachers; Chester, who was born
on the 20th of October, 1889, died on the
28th of January, 1891 Elsie Grace is at the
time of this writing a student in Xickerson
Normal College, at Nickerson, Reno county,
Kansas, having won the county scholarship
in 1900; and the other children, who are at
the parental home, are Cecil H., Nellie Imo:

;

:

Roy
Dewev D.

gene,

L.

V., Mollie

C, Owen

R.

and

DOUGLAS NOSSAMAX.

The family

of which the subject of this
a worthy representative, is one of
in connection with the industrial activities of Kingman county, and it
is but consistent that its members are givenrecognition within the pages of this work.
L. Douglas Nossaman is one of the pro-

review

is

prominence

gressive and successful young farmers and
stock growers of the county, having a fineestate of seven hundred and twenty acres
on sections 29, 31 and t,2. Rural township,
1

and also owning

a tract of eighty acres
across the line in Pratt county.
Mr. Nossaman is a native of the state of
Missouri, having been born in Harrison
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county, on the 4th of October, 1862, the son
of Louis and Alary (Springer) Nossaman,
the former of whom was born in Virginia

and the

latter in

Ohio

;

their

marriage oc-

curring in Indiana on the 13th of January,
Both went with their parents to
1849.
Marion county, Indiana, where they were
reared and educated and where their marriage was solemnized.
In 1850 they removed to Marion county, Iowa, becoming
pioneer settlers in that section of the state,
where they improved a farm and there continued their residence for nine years, at the
expiration of which time they removed to
Harrison county, Missouri, where the father
continued in the same line of industry as
before.
He disposed of his farm in the
spring of 1884 and came to Kingman a mnty,
Kansas, purchasing a claim on section 30,
Rural township, where he and his wife have
since made their home, being among the
most honored pioneer citizens of this section.
He was a defender of our Union, belonging to the mounted horse infantry, called
Merrill Horse, and enlisted in 1861, and
fought till the close of the war. He is now
His
retired, living at Wellington, Kansas.
six sons are all living, namely:
Alonzo, a
farmer in Oklahoma; W. Pierce, to whom
individual reference is made on other pages
of this work Oscar, who is likewise a farmer
in Oklahoma; L. Douglas, the subject of
this sketch; Francis M., of Oklahoma; and
David A., a farmer of Rural township.
Adam, the grandfather of our subject, was
born in Pennsylvania of Pennsylvania-Ger;

man

descent, as

was

also his wife.

Nossaman was reared on the
home farm in Missouri, receiving his

L. Douglas

old

early

educational training in the public
schools, and when seventeen years of age
he accompanied his brother, Pierce, on his

removal to Kansas, where he remained two
at the expiration of which he re-

years,

turned to Missouri.
Two years later he
again left his native state and came to Kingman county, Kansas, pre-empting a claim of
a quarter section in Rural township and
at'
once instituting the work of development

and improvement.

This was the northwest
quarter of section 31, and here he has ever

made

since

his

home, having added

to his

holdings until he now has one of the best
farms in this section of the stale, the same

comprising eight hundred acres, as was
noted in the initial paragraph of this sketch.
He continued to reside in the parental home,
in Rural township, until his marriage, and
since that important event has lived on his

own

farm.

On

the 1st of

saman was united

November, 1886, Mr. Nos-

Miss Nancy
Harrison
count}-, Missouri, the daughter of Elcana
and Kate
I'rueit
Ratclief, who removed
to Kansas at the same time as did the subject of this review.
Mr. Ratclief improved
a farm in Rural township, and later removed
lie died at the home of Mr.
to Oklahoma,
Nossaman. on the 9th of November, [896,
his widow being now
seventy-four years
old and makes her home with her youngest
C.

Ratchet',

1

marriage
was born

in

who

to

in

)

daughter. Francis Hall. Our subject's first
domicile on his farm was a dug out, ten by
in dimensions, and eventually he
take uo his abode in a box house,
fourteen by eighteen feet, which he erected
on the place. This building is a portion of
his present commodious and comfortable
residence of seven rooms, and in addition to
thus improving his dwelling he has erected
other excellent buildings on the farm, having good barns, sheds, etc. The farm is one

twelve feet
left this to

of the

most

fertile

and productive

in

this

well fenced, has a good orchard
of about fifteen acres, and in every respect
betokens the prosperitv which has attended
the efforts of a progressive and energetic
section,

is

owner.

In addition to following out a judicious system of diversified farming Mr.

Nossaman is also successfully engaged in
the raising of high grade live stock, having
a fine herd of Hereford cattle and having
also devoted considerable attention to the
raising of Duroc-Jersev swine.
In politics Mr. Nossaman gives his support to the People's partv. and in 1901 he
was a candidate of his party for the office of

township

treasurer.

Previously

he

was

elected justice of the peace and also overseer
of highways, but feeling that the demands
of his private business would not permit him
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to give proper attention to official duties he
has declined to serve, though ever manifesting a deep interest in all that touches the welFraternally he is
fare "i" the community.

Cunningham Lodge, No. 431,
and with the adjunct chapter of
the Rehekah degree.
His religious belief
was that of the Christian church, but he was
identified with

[.O.O.

F..

not a member of that body, while his wife is
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church
at

Lawndale and

active in

its

work.

They

are the parents of five children, namely
Howard T., Ruby A., Albertha, Laura Edna

and Lulu H.
Mr. Xnssaman is one of the successful
farmers and representative citizens of Kingman county and is to be considered as essentially entitled to the honor which comes to
the one who has been the architect of his
own fortunes. He came to Kansas without
other equipment than a stout heart, willing
hands, a good constitution and a determination to

make

for himself a place of independ-

and it is gratifying to note the results
which have attended his energetic and disence,

criminating efforts, since thus are shown the

advantages which this section of the sovereign state of Kansas offers to the man who
is willing to apply his energies and abilities.

Mr. Larkin went to Xew York city, a
poor boy sixteen years old, and a year later
went to Texas, where for two years he served
as a member of Captain Ford's Texas Rangers, in frontier service during the war of
the Rebellion. He was honorably discharged
from the United States service at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, and immediately
thereafter

engaged

in

worth, where he later
train

and made

There

is

no man

in central

Kansas who

is

known

to the traveling public than
Larkin, proprietor of the White
at Ellsworth, the seat of justice of
Ellsworth county, Kansas, and there is no
man in that thriving town who is held
higher in the regard of his fellow citizens.

better

Arthur
House,

When

it is added that Mr. Larkin was a piat Ellsworth, it will be understood that
no biographical work devoted to the leading
men of Ellsworth county would be complete without some account of his interesting
career.
There is probably no other one man
who has been so generally and so intimately identified with the business interests
of Ellsworth, city and county, as the subject

oneer

of this sketch.

Denver, Colorado,

and return.

In the fall of 1866 he established a restaurant at Junction City, from
which point he did a good freighting business to Salina, Kansas, then the terminus of

the Kansas-Pacific Railroad.
In the spring
of 1867 he removed to the then newly located town of Ellsworth, where he built and

opened to the public the Larkin House, the
first hotel in the place and one of the first
buildings erected there. In 1868 he opened
a general merchandise store, carrying a

good

dry goods, boots and shoes,
Later he established a store at
Lincoln Center, and another at Little River,
in Rice county.
Associating with himself a
man named Getty, he built the large flouring mill at Ellsworth, in which he retained
an interest for several years.
The old Larkin House, which stood on
Main street near Lincoln avenue, was
burned in 18(19. 1" &7- Mr. Larkin erected
his present hotel, known as the White House,
on the corner of Main street and Lincoln
avenue, a fine two-story brick building, covering a ground space of forty-eight by ninety
feet, which, until a comparatively recent date,
was the largest and finest structure in town.
In the spring of 1876 he erected his fine
two-story store building on Douglas avenue, in which he established an extensive
mercantile business, which is now conducted
by his sons under the firm name of Larkin's
Sons, and has grown to such dimensions
that the store is one of the largest and most
complete in central Kansas.
In 1877 Mr.
Larkin built the Golden Belt steam elevator,
which had a capacity of twenty thousand
bushels, and in the following year he erected
the two-story stone hotel building known
as the American House.
In 1885 he built
line of

clothing, etc.

l

ARTHUR LARKIN.

business at Leavenfitted out a wagon

a trip to
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and attractive suburban residence
on his farm south of Smoky Hill river, just
beyond the corporate limits of Ellsworth,
which is the largest and most expensive resi-

BENJAMIN

his large

dence

in

Ellsworth county.

Its location is

beautiful, the house is a most imposing'
structure and is fitted up with every convenience of a modern city residence, and it
is known to the traveling public for many

miles round about.

Soon after taking up his residence
Ellsworth county Mr. Larkin became

in

in-

terested in land and live stock, in which he
His
is still the owner of extensive interests.

home farm

consists of

two hundred

acres,

he has a farm of four hundred and eighty
acres near Frederick and a ranch of seven
hundred and twenty acres s< mtheast of Ellsworth, on which he keeps from three hundred to four hundred head of full blooded
In developing
high grade Hereford cattle.
the county and in making improvements in
town and country, Mr. Larkin has established more landmarks at and about EllsHis life has
worth than any other man.
been an unusually active one and it is often
said of him that there is not a township and
scarcely a school district in the county in
which he has not had interest, direct or indirect, at some time and with which he has
not had to do with improvements. His enterprise has been so broad that he has assisted to start and fostered in their infancy
many business interests of widely different
character, most of which have been brought
to

satisfactory

success.

He

retired

from

when his sons
succeeded him in the management of his
store.
The White House, to which he gives
his personal attention, is widely known as
the best hotel in central Kansas and he is
extremely popular as a landlord.
Mr. Larkin was married in 1861 to Alice
Baird, a native of Indiana, who has borne

.active mercantile life in 1896.

him

six children,

three of

whom

survive:

Arthur. Francis and Hubert F.
Though
nol a politician Mr. Larkin has found time
to serve the public in several capacities, notably as county commissioner and county

treasurer.

A

RAGLAND.

J.

leading representative of the agricul-

Reno county is Benjamin
and openftes a line
J. Ragland, who owns
Ikfarm pleasantly located near Sterling.
is most practical and yel progressive, and
his untiring industry and capable management have brought him a handsome comHe was b<>rn in Hancock county,
petence.
His paternal
Illinois, February 3, 1852.
great-grandfather was Edmund Ragland.
who was born in Wales and came to the
tural interests of

new world about

After his .arrival
1750.
here he loyally assisted the colonists in their
his
struggle
for
independence, serving

adopted countrj in the war of the Revolution for seven years, and during that time
he arose step bv step from the pi si
captain to that of the colonelcy of his regiment.

He was

a brave

and loyal

soldier,

and nobly endured the hardships and dangers of that memorable struggle.
He was
married in Pennsylvania, and his wi
ther was a member of the royalty in England, but the family were then residing at

Benjamin Ragland,

.

the grandfather of our subject, was born in
Clark county. Kentucky, in 1793.
He was

united in marriage with Susan Edmondson.
and they afterward
to Maryland, but later returned to
Kentucky.
In 1829 the family went with
a native of Maryland,

removed

teams from that state to Illinois, locating in
Scott county, where he died in 1851. in the
prime of

life.

He was

a

prominent and

in-

and while residing in Kentucky he owned a number of slaves.
His
widow survived him for about twenty years,
dying in Piatt county, Illinois, when sixtyfive years of age.
This worthy couple were
the parents of eleven children, eight sons
and three daughters.
fluential farmer,

William P. Ragland, the father of our
was born in Clark county. Kentucky, on the 22d of September. 1821. On
the 6th of December, 1849. in Hancock
county, Illinois, he was united in marriage
with Ursula Spangler. a native of Indiana.
After their marriage they located on a farm
subject,
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in

Hancock county,

to Piatt county,

and

Illinois,
in

later

removed

1S73 came to Reno

county, casting in their lot among the earl]
He first homepioneers of tin's locality.
steaded one hundred and sixty acres of land,
and their first place of abode, a board shanty
sixteen by eighteen feet, now forms a part
of our subject's present residence, and for a
time theirs was the only house in this part
of the township, but in the following October two more families came to the locality.
At that time wild animals were still numerous here, and during the winter of 1873-74

Oscar Ragland, shot four hunThose animals roamed over
dred buffaloes.
the prairies in vast numbers, one herd extending to a distance of thirty miles. Mr.
and Airs. Ragland were the parents of five
children, namely:
Benjamin, the subject of
this review
Oscar, a resident of Newton,
Kansas; a daughter who died in infancy;
Henry, who died at the age of three years;
and a son who died in infancy. The mother
their son,

:

of this family was called to the home beyond on the 30th (i f May, 1898. in her seventy-first year, and on the 22A of September,
of the same year, her husband also passed

away.

Benjamin

J.

Ragland, whose name

in-

troduces this review, received his education
in the common schools of his native county,
and after completing the English branches
of learning taught therein, he engaged in
teaching, following- that profession through
two winter terms. He was reared to the
honest toil of the farm, and at the early
age of eight years he began work in the
fields, having ever since been identified with
agricultural pursuits.
He remained under
the parental roof until 1875. and on the 28th
of October, of that year, he was united in
marriage with Miss Alary E. Ross, who was
born in Piatt county, Illinois, on the 6th of
January, 1858, a daughter of William G.

and Alary E.
spectively, of

(

Bonser) Boss, natives, reJersey and Ohio. They

Xew

"93

Boss was a soldier in the Civil war and
down his life on the altar of his coun-

laid

try, d) ing in a hospital in

[863.

I

[is

widow

was again married, her second union being with Marion Spangler, and in 1873 they
came to Kansas, locating on a farm near
our subject's home.
Unto Air. and Mrs.
Ragland have been horn four children, as
follows:
Nellie, who is the wife of Edward Lewis and resides at her father's
home; Charles \\\, a young man of nineteen years; Walter AL, who is fifteen years
of age; and Oscar Earl, a bright and promising boy of four years.
Air. Ragland is extensively engaged in
agricultural pursuits on three hundred and
twenty acres of land on section 32, Walnut
township. Wheat is his principal crop, and
he annually harvests from one hundred to
one hundred and sixty acres of that cereal.
He also harvests from seventy-five to eighty
acres of corn each year, often raising as high
as fifty bushels to the acre.
He raises considerable stock and also about five hundred

bushels of apples and all fruits. His is one
of the rich and fertile farms of this section
of the state.
In his political views Mr. Ragland is a stalwart advocate of Republican
principles, and has several times been honored with positions of trust and responsibility, serving as township trustee, as a member of the school board and in other offices,
while for four years he served his county as
recorder.
The family are members of the
Christian church, and Air. Ragland was the

Sunday-school worker of that denomin the township, in which he is
now serving as teacher and superintendent.
In the administration of his duties he has
been prompt, courteous and efficient.
Indolence and idleness are utterly foreign to
his nature, and whether in public office or
in private business life he manifests great
activity and energy, qualities which have
made him one of the prosperous residents
first

ination

of

Reno county.

were the parents of four children, three of

whom

reached years of maturity
Alary E..
the wife of our subject; Emily, who became
the wife of Samuel H. Howertpn and died
at the age of eighteen years
and Hattie.
who died at the age of sixteen years. Air.
:

;

A.

SIDNEY CHASE.

The office of probate judge is one demanding for the proper performance of its
duties trained business ability, a "knowledge
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of law and of property values, sound judgment and honor in the highest degree. One

probate jr
of the n
Kansas is Judge A. Sidney Chase, of Ellsis a native of
worth county.

ricultural property.

he removed

>rth,

I
1

Boston, Massachusetts, and was born February 5, 1842, a son of Autumnus S. and
Mary A. Peterson) Chase, both natives of
Massachusetts, and descendants of old colonial families.
Judee Chase's father was an
officer in the United States navy and as such
saw service during the Mexican war. Silas
Chase, father of Autumnus S. Chase, and
.grandfather of A. Sidney Chase, fought to
gain American independence in the Revolutionary war and to maintain it in the war
of 18 1 2. John Chase, Judge Chase's greatgrandfather, had warlike experiences also,
and saw service in the Revolutionary war
and also in some of our provincial wars.
The future probate judge of Ellsworth
county lived in Boston until he was seven
years old, when his father removed to Al1

There the boy grew to
bany. Xew York.
manhood, attending the public schools until
he was twelve vears old and after that serving an apprenticeship to a piano maker,
which was completed when he was eighteen
years "Id. Early in 1861, when he was only
nineteen years old. in response to President
Lincoln's first call for troops to put down
the rebellion in the southern states, the
young man enlisted in Company I. Fifth

Regiment,

At

New York

Yolunteer Infantry.

the expiration of his term of service he

He was soon probe corporal, then in turn to the
if -erseant. second lieutenant and first
lieutenant, and was mustered out of the

re-enlisted as a private.

moted

to

war as captain of
His regiment was included in
the Potomac and participated

service at the close of the

Company

C.

army

of

the

witli

it

in all the
rl

engagements

in

until after the battle; of

icsburg and Chancellorsville.

which it
Mechan-

At Shepards-

town he was wounded by a canister shot.
After the war. Judg
rked as a
piano maker until 1877. when he went to
Kansas and took up a
n in Ellsworth county, on which he farmed for about
ten years and which he improved until it

In 1885,

where he was ennui

ile

1892,

!

when he wa
,'hich he has been four
times re-elected and in which he is serving
Politically he is
his fifth consecutive term.
a Republican, devoted to the principl

his party

ment

He
is

built

as

and working for their advanceand against all op]

at all times

present

his

prominent

in

circles.

He

litical

comfortable r<
"-worth, in 1885.

Masonic
was

I

le

circles as in po-

Apprentice, passed the Fellsublime degree
in Lily
dge, X'
342,
A. !'. & \. M., of Xew York city: lie is a
past master of ]
tered

1

L

;i

1.

capitular

and was exalted to the au:
gree of Royal Arch .Mas,- n in El
A. M. received
Masonry and passed
'.

:

cryptic

Royal

and

Council. R.

the

circle

of

Masters in Ellsworth
M.; is a member of Adon-

Select

&

S.

iram Lodge of Perfection of the Princes of
Jerusalem and '-i Indianapolis Chapter,
ix.
He is a member of the Indiana
istory, and November 13, 1873,
was elected an honorary member of the supreme council, northern jurisdiction. Uni— of America, of Scottish rite Malis.
s
and he is an honorary member of
Wichita Consistory, Sublime Princes of the
ret. Ineffable degrees of the Scot-

He was a charter member and is
mmander of Ellsworth Post, No.
Crand Army of the Republic.
Judge Chase was married in Brooklyn,
New York. January 3. 1865. to Maria Simonds, a'dau°-hter of Joshua Simoncls. who
-elf a soldier in the war of 1812,
and whose ancesti rs
light in the Revolutionary war. His father's uncle, Joseph Siwing as a midshipman under C mini: di re Perrv during the war of 1812.
Y.
Sidney and Maria (Simonds) Chase have
tish rite.

22.

f<

one daughter, Marie, who is the wife of
William P. Spicer. of Ellsworth and Clar:
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son,

his

member

a

is

The

I.

who was

i

E

his

Hi

father's

Chase.

P.

the secretary of the treasury of the

chief justii

ni.l

ci
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change

distant

children

of

his family.

tive of o

which

Jui

se is

a

member.

The

life

this

him whose name

history of

review

most

happily

be-

illustrates

y be attained by faithful and continued effort in carryin
nest purit is the story of a life whose success
pose,

usefulness, and

measured by
example of
it-

is

wn

a

man who

it

fur-

h;

prominence in the occupation which he has chosen
his

li\

i

as a life wi

effi >rts

t<

E

irk.

Mr. Flora was born in Monroe county,
iN;N. a son of
Indiana. December jo.
nd .Mary (Butcher) Flora, natives
respectively of Kentucky and Tennessee.

The

paternal grandfather. Matthew Flora,
was a native of Kentucky and a farmer by
occupation, and his father came to the new

:rom Germany, becoming, a pioneer
of Kentucky.
Matthew Flora reIndiana in 1824, where he entered
n the government.
His land was a
mbered tract, but he cut away the
trees and as time passed placed his fields
under a fine state of cultivation, there spending his remaining days, his death occurring
in [8 2, at the ripe old age of eighty years.
His children were: George, the father of
ject; William, who died in Indiana;
settler,

Minda, who became Mrs. Smith: and Nancy deceased.
The parents were consistent
and worthy members of the Baptist church.
ge Flora removed with his parents
.

ti

:

Indiana when twelve years of age,

in

1824,

where he grew to manhi d and assisted his
He
father in improving the homestead.
remained at home until twenty-one years of
age, when he was married and began farming
r himself.
He also worked at the carpenter's trade.
He was of a roving disposing n and many times went fn m
His
to Iowa and also returned to Indiana.
•

fi

if

residence depi
educati

While

in

Missouri

man

his

enough to take charge of his business affairs and secured a small farm of one
hundred and two acres in the river valley,
a succession of floods continually destroyed their crops, and in [878 the)
Kansas.
They accordingly sold
their property in Missouri and located in
Rice county, and on their arrival here their

but

A Si; TRY FLORA.
gins

1

receiving good

he was an industri us and enterprising
and was able ti

:

1

entire capital consisted of a

During

many

team and wagon.
endured

their first winter here they

privations and hardships, but in the

following spring our subject and his brother
Levi rented a farm and thus were able to
make a fresh start. They cared for their
parents during the remainder of their lives,
the father dying in 1887 and the mother in
[886. Of the Baptist church he wa
and zealous member, and his wife held membership in the United Brethren church. They
were the parents of fifteen children: Catherine, who was born November 22, 1837.
and is the wife of William Marr; Lydia.
born April 15. 1839, and is the wife of E.
Thacker; Matilda A., who was born November 11, 1840, is the wife 'of J. Hayes;
Susan, who was born December 28. 1841.
and died when sixteen years of age: Mary
E.. who was bom March 19, 1843, an'd is the
wife of G. Fivecoats; Daniel, born January
9, 1845. served through the Civil war. was
with Sherman on his memorable march to
the sea, and his death occurred in Iowa
Conna Ellen, who was born March 10,
[848, and is the wife of A. Murphy; Sarah
J., who was born December 11. 1849, and
became Mrs. A. Linebaugh; John, who was
born August 28, 185 1, and died in 1877.
leaving a wife and one child: Levi, who was
born June 17. 1853, and is a prominent
farmer of Rice county: Lucinda Etta and
Martha E.. twins, born December 12, [854,
and the former is the wife of J. Mainard,
and the latter is the wife of S. Day: Paulina II., who was born November 6, 1856.
w Mrs. W. Drake; and Asbury and
Martisia, twins, the latter now Mrs. Ells-
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worth.
turity

maAll of these grew to year-and nine of the number are still livi

t

ing-

Asbury Flora, the subject .it this review, acci impanied his parents on their various removals, and after coming to Kansas, in company with his brother Levi, he
purchased a squatter's claim, on which he
made a few improvements and later sold his
share of the property to his brother, who
Our subject then went
still resides there.
to Jefferson county. Kansas, where he was
employed as a farm hand for two years, and
then removed to Nodaway county, Missouri.
In that county, in company with another
gentleman, he rented a large farm, which
they operated together for two years, tut

during that time Mr. Flora succeeded in
spending his money as fast as he made it.
On the expiration of that period he returned
to Rice county and rented a farm, continuing
the operation of rented land until 1887,
when he was married and purchased eighty

raw prairie.
He improved that
property and made his home thereon until
1898, when he purchased the quarter secacres

of

tion of land on

Handy

which he now

resides,

known

As time

has passed he
has added to his property until he now has

as the

farm.

two hundred and forty acres, all in one
His fields are under a high state of
cfiltivation and in his pastures are found a
good grade of stock. For ten years Mr.
body.

Flofa operated a thresher, but he now gives
entire attention to his farming opera-

his

tions, in which he is meeting with a high
and well merited degree of success.
Fur a companion and helpmate on the
journey of life he chose Miss Emma Stroh-

meyer, the wedding being celebrated in 1887.
She was born in Meigs county, Ohio, January 6, 1868. a daughter of Gottlieb and
Sophia Dohlmer Strohmeyer, both natives
of the Fatherland, but their marriage occurred in Ohio. The father is a son of Fred
Strohmeyer, who was born in Germany and
1

ci

|

iminent family of that
to the new- world he
Meigs county, Ohio, where he folagricultural pursuits.
In 1S76 he

On coming

untry.

located in

lowed
came to

the Sunflower state,

where he

lo-

cated and improved a farm, but later sold
hi- pn perty and made his home with a son
during the remainder of his life, dying in
the faith
E
the Meth< disl church, in which
1

Fred.

were
Hi.- children
membership.
Mary, Gottlieb, Sophia and Henry.
I

came

111

<

Ihio until

Kansas, securing a
in Pioneer township, and he
Hi- efforts
roperty.
vet re-id.
have been crowned with a high degree of
success and now enjoys all of the c< mforts
and many of the luxuries of life. Hi- union
with Sophia Dohlmer was blessed with four
[880, when he
squatter's claim

children,

namely:

Dexter;

John,

Emma,

a

h

Lizzie,

the

resident

of

wif<

Oklahoma;

and Charles,
The wife and mother
also of Oklahoma.
was called to the home beyond in Ohio, in
18(14, having lung been a valued member of
the Methodist church. The father was again
married, his second union being with a Miss
Aumiller, and they had six children
01
nelia. now Mrs. Doc Arnold; Ella, the wife
of John Hare; George, who married Miss
M. Holor. of Kansas, and now resides in
Oklahoma: and Clarence, Ben and Lulu,
who are yet at home. The mother of these
children also passed away, and for his third
wife .Mr. Strohmeyer wedded a Mi-- Elam,
the marriage being celebrated in Kansas.
The union of our subject and his wife has
been brightened by the presence i a dan-liter. Ada. who was horn February 28, 1896.
Mr. Flora ha- given his political support to
the Democratic party, hut has newer been an
the wife of .Mr. Flora;

I

1

aspirant

for office, preferring to give his
time and attention to his business affair-.
His career should serve as a lesson t< the
young. He began life under the most adverse circumstances.
He was competent to
make his own way in the world, and his

success in life illustrates most forcibly the

power of patient and

WILLIAM

persistent effort.

M. BEXEFIEL.

William M. Benefiel. who is engaged in
general farming and stock-raising- in Kingman county, his heme being on section 35,
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township, was born in Davis
Iowa, June 30, 1852, and is of
His great-greatScotch and Irish descent.
grandfather came to this country from England in Colonial times, while his greatgrandfather, James Benefiel. was born in
1705 and served during the latter part of
Subsequently he
the Revolutionary war.
removed westward and died in Putnam
county, Indiana. He was a Methodist minister.
His son, John Benefiel, the grandfather of our subject, was born in January,
1-95. Kentucky probably being the state of
county,

He removed from that state
county. Indiana, and later took
abode in Putnam county, whence in
1849 lie went to Iowa. The year 1858 witnessed Ins removal to Bates county, Missouri, but in i860 returned to Putnam county, Indiana, where his death occurred in
January, 1804. His second wife, who bore
the maiden name of Elizabeth Montgomery,
died in Hendricks county. Indiana, about
Her ancestors came to this country
1870.
from Ireland. Mr. Benefiel was a prominent and influential man in the various localities in which he resided and was always
a land-owner in those localities in which he
made his home.
By his first marriage he had two chilhis nativity.
to

Wayne

up

his

Alfred, who died in Texas in 1867.
and Malinda, the wife of John Edwards, of
By his second
Johnson county. Indiana.
marriage he had eleven children
Riley,
who died in Nebraska about 1898: Theo-

dren

:

:

father of our subject;

Mary

dore

S., the

who
who

died in Davis county, Iowa: Nancy A..
died in the Indian Territory about

A..

Theodore

797

S. Benefiel

was born

in

Wayne

county, Indiana, February 9, 1828.
He remained with his father until he had reached
die age of nineteen years, at which time he
was married, in Putnam county. Indiana, to

Mi-- Mary
cis

Dunlavy, a daughter of FranJ.
and Mahala (Stewart) Dunlavy. and a

native

of

Wayne

county,

Indiana.

The

Dunlavy family probably came originally
from Spain, as the name was formerly
spelled Don Lava, and from that country
they went to Ireland.
The great-grandfather of Mrs. Benefiel came from Ireland to
this country, and it is said that on leaving
his native land his mother followed him to
the ship and there tried to persuade him
from making the journey, and the last he
saw of her as the ship started she had faintDaniel Dunlavy. the grandfather of
Mrs. Benefiel. was born January 19. 1765,
and died in February. 1846. He was a Revolutionary soldier, and during the latter part
of the war served under General Wayne. He
married Martha Yeocum, and she died August 28. 1838. at the age of fifty-five years.
Their son, Francis Dunlavy, was born in
Kentucky, January 6. 1803, and in early
life he followed
the stone-mason's trade,
while later he gave his attention to farming.
He wedded Mahala Stewart, and her mother bore the maiden name
f Jennings.
The
Jennings family came to America from
Scotland.
Mrs. Mahala Dunlavy died in
ed.

<

Putnam county. Indiana, August 22. 1835.
but she was survived by her husband until
August. 1 888. when he passed awav in
Johnson county. Indiana.
After his marriage Rev. Theodore Benedevoted his energies to agricultural pur-

1899: William, a practicing physician of

fiel

Lawson, who is located in
Coffeyville, Kansas, and former]
a sawmill
Newton, who died in Putnam
county. Indiana, in December. 1864. from
the effects of a gunshot wi und, and he was
formerly a soldier in the Union army; Mar-

Putnam county. Indiana, until 1849,
when he removed to Davis county, Iowa,
locating two miles south of Bloomfield,
where he made his home until 1856, when he

Atwood.

Illinois;

:

died in Topeka, Kansas, November 3. 11 mi
Ellen, who died in Putnam
county, Indiana, about 1S70; Benjamin S..
a farmer residing near Topeka, Kansas;
and John, who died near Tuscumbia. Mistha,

who

;

souri,

about 1896.

suits in

sold his property

and became

a resident of

Bates county. Missouri, where he became the
six or seven hundred acres.
In 1858 he purchased a steam saw-mill
on- the Osage river and ooerated it until
the war was begun, when he wa
f the country on
pelled to leave that section
account of his strong Union sentiments

owner of about

<
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that district being largely filled with south-

He

ern sympathizers.

located temporarily

Linn county, Kansas, and there enlisted
Kansas Cavalry, with which he

in

in the Fifth

served for three years, participating in the
battle of Helena, Arkansas, July 4, 1863;

Pine Bluff, Arkansas, in October, 1863, and
numerous other engagements and skirmishes, being finally mustered out at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, in September, 1864.
During his military service his family
had removed to Johnson county, Indiana,
and there he joined them, but after a short
time he went to Edgar county. Illinois,
where he also remained but a brief period,
his next place of residence being in Camden county, Missouri. There he entered the
ministry of the Methodist Episcopal church
and remained until 1S67. when he removed
to Bates county, Missouri, where he owned
a farm and in connection with its cultivation
he engaged also in preaching. In 1879 he
took supernumerary relations as a member
of the St. Louis conference.
He continued
farming, however, until 1SS1, when he sold
his property in Bates comity and came to
Kingman county. Kansas. He was numbered among the prominent and influential
citizens of the former county, and in 1868
had been elected to represent his district in
in

the state legislature for a term of two years.
On coming to Kingman countv he preempted one hundred and sixty acres of land,
to which, he has since added a quarter
section.
In 1885 he took a soldier's claim in

Lane county,
to

tins state,

but in 1889 returned

Kingman county. He has always been a
much prominence, well fitted for

leadership,

and

in

1894 he was elected to the

Kansas legislature, giving an earnest support to.-:11 measures which he believed
would
prove of public benefit.
His wife died in
1885, and

Rev. Benefiel has since married
Tuggle.
They now reside in

I

Lamar. Missouri,

moved
of

Grand
been

in

1

to

which place they

Rev. Benefiel is a
Fellows society and

1890.

Odd

the

Vrmy
ne oi

1

f

the Republic.

industry

and

his

His

re-

member
of

the

life

has

influence has

ever been on the side of right, the
jusl and
the true.

By

his

first

marriage he" had

five

children:
John F., a carpenter of Boise
Theodore S., a farmer and
City, Idaho
surveyor living in Oklahoma, southwest of
Alva; William M.. of this review; Mahala
E., the wife of J. hn I'. Wolfe, a teacher of
eastern Oregon; and Millard F., who is
teaching school in Montrose, Colorado.
;

In his parents' home William Benefiel
spent the days of his boyhood and youth

and pursued
trict

his early education in the disschool of Bate- county, Missouri, while

he attended a high school, then the
Greenfield Academy, and completed his education in what is now the De Pauw Unilater

versity,

at

Greencastle,

Indiana,

where he

Returning to Bates county,
Missouri, he engaged in farming through
the summer months ami in the winter he
taught school until 1881.
On the 12th of
March of that year, in Bates county, he was
spent one year.

married to Miss Mattie B. Rawlinson, v. ho
was born in Brooklyn, New York, January
1, 1853, but was living in Indianapi lis, Indiana, at the time of her marriage.
Her

her grandparents, her' father's
brother and three of her father's sisters came
to this country from England in the same
parents,

ship in the fall
f
1852.
Her parents both
died during her early girlhood.
Four chil1

dren have been b> ni to Mr. and Mrs. Benefiel:
Bessie A.. George !., Wilbur M. and

Helen E.
After

his marriage Mr. Benefiel reKingman county, pre-empting a
farm in section 23, Kingman township,
where he engaged in farming and stockraising until March, 1884.
He then began dealing in hardware and implements in
the town of Bross, still conducting his stock
business, and devoted his energies to the
dual pursuit until the town of Bross was
abandoned, and in 1887 he sold his store.
He then returned to the farm, where he remained until' i8(j2. removing thence to
Kingman, the county seat, and for four
years engaged in the 'grocery business. On
in-

ved to

the expiration of that period he once more
sold out and returned to the farm, but he
retains his residence in Kingman, where
his

family spend the winter months, passing the
season upon the ranch. Mr. Bene-

summer
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was on'\ two y
In the famwere ten children, but only three
George, a resident of Williamsport,
Pennsylvania; Lizzie, the wife of Henry
tain, who makes hi- home in Terry county,
Pennsylvania; and Joseph \\\, who, was the

and operates two hundred and forty
land on sections 26 and 35, and he

ject
il)

hundred acres for grazing
lie cultivates two hundred acres
of land, keep- on an average one hundred
head of cattle, and part of the time feeds a
.

I

in

He makes

the stalls.

:

living:

also leases four

J

ninth in order of birth.

a

\fter the

•'

business of buying and feeding cattle and

her

His farming
interests are well conducted and his practical
methods and untiring labors have
brought to him a good degree of success.
Since residing in Kingman county Mr.
Benetiel has served as a justice of the peace
and township treasurer, proving a capable
and efficient officer in both positions. For
eight wars lie was also a notary public, and

woo of John Bair,
married, becoming tli
who was also an ext<
owner of
Perry count}-, and by that marriage -he had
and
Albert,
two children, Horace
wdio are
still living in Terry county.
The mother

finds

it

profitable industry.

a

<

of tw

o mnected with the Odd Fellows Lodge of
Kingman and with the Ancient Order of
United Workmen. He has a wide acquaintif

all

who know him.

JOSEPH W. HUGGINS.
the extensive farms of Ellsworth

1"

Hugand enterprise who

the property of Joseph YV.

county

is

gins, a

man

of industry

on agricultural pursuits and
section 24, township 16,
range 7. He owns altogether twelve hundred and eighty acres of land and bis poshas

carried

stock-raising on

are a
for

all

monument

to his enterprise,

that he has acquired

reward of

his

own

is

persistent

the merited
effort

and

lie was born July 15,
rable dealing.
1850. in Terry county. Pennsylvania, a -mi
Charles) Huggins,
of Lewis and Susan
who were also natives of the Keystone state.
The father was an extensive land owner
and lime manufacturer, but he was drowned
in the Juniata river, in 1852, when our subhoii'

Hug-

1

1

years.

In that year.

In >w e\ er,

he sold

1

adopted county and enjoys the
1

\Y.

out and came to Ellsworth county, Kansas.
where he purchased two hundred and forty
acres
His cash capif land on section 24.
tal at the time of bis arrival here wa
hundred dollars, ami of this he p
hundred dollars upon the land, which be
bought for eight dollars per acre. As he has
found opportunity to make judicious investments he has added to the place until his

is

in his

vvi

When he was only
pursued his studies.
about fifteen years of age the care of the
farm devolved upon him. for hi- elder brothers bad gone to the war and he was thus left
to cultivate the fields ami manage the property.
He continued upi n the home place
until 1879, with the exception of a period

In his political views he is a Republiften been a delegate to county
ventions. Socially he

friendship and regard

Huggins

away in 1884.
Upon tlie home farm Joseph

t

ance

-Mrs.

gins was reared and in the district schools he

I

office.

husband

passed

fn in November, 1883, until the final settlement of the Osage trust lands in this county
he was engaged in taking filings and final
settlers b r the United States land

can and has
and cong

first

I

landed possessions are now; very extensive,
comprising twelve hundred and eighty acres.
Pie first devoted bis attention entirely to
farming, but later extended the field of bis
operations by raising- stock and he now
bandies from twd to three hundred bead of
cattle and feeds all of the grain which be
raises.
He has often been forced to buy
also,

a

fact

which indicates

stock-dealing interest-.

He

his

extensive

cultivates about

hundred acres of land, being one of the
most extensive agriculturists on the river
bottom.
He is conceded to be one of the

five

raisers in this portii n of the state.

(

his

half

giving an exceptional yield.
od sti ry-and-awith a basement, built in
has a basement barn twenty-four

cornfields

Upon

his land be has a gi

residence,
td
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There are also large cornimproved machinery and all
modern accessories for carrying on farm
There is also
lines.
progressive
work along
an excellent and never failing spring of clear
water, which is piped to various buildings
Careful and
in the yard and to the house.
methodical in all his farm work, his home
indicates his supervision and his thorough
He
f
farming methods.
understanding
keeps a good grade of stock, which he ships,
and for a number of years he has been recognized as one of the most prominent agriFor
culturists of this portion of the state.
by

ten years he Ins also acted as agent fi r the
estate, a tract of twenty-six hun-

Yingest

dred acres.

On
gins

the 20th of August, 1870.

was united

in

Mr. Hug-

marriage to Miss Amelia

Hetrick, a daughter of Adam and Levina
(Warner) Hetrick.
Mrs. Hugging was
in Perry county, Pennsylvania, and
with her father's family came to Ellsworth
Unto
nr subject and his wife
have been born eight children, four sons and
Lizzie, the wife
daughters,
namely
four

born

county.

1

:

of Jacob Kuntz. a farmer of Ellsworth
county: Wesley; Nelson; Lucy, the wife of
Bradford Hooper, a school teacher of Ellsworth county; John; Carry: Foster; and
Gladys.
gins

is

In his political
a

views Mr.

Democrat where large

Hug-

issues are

involved, but at local elections votes independently.
He served for two years as
clerk of his township, but has never been an
office seeker.
In educational matters he

takes a deep and abiding interest and was
one of the promoters of the construction f
1

the schoolhouse in district No. 18.
For
mi re than fifteen years he has served as
clerk of the school board and he labors earind effectively to promote educational
interests

househi
dial

in
Id

is

this

locality.

noted For

its

'

friends of the family at

introduces this

architect of his

all

to the

times.

many

He whose

review has been the
and has builded

and well, so that he is now the owner
model farm, which annually yields to

wisel)

of a

The Huggins
hospitality, a cor-

welcome being extended

name

ABRAHAM

feet.

fifty

cribs, the latest

him a splendid income.

MYERS.

A.

Abraham A. Myers, one pf Kansas'
Civil war veterans, and a much respected
citizen of Reno county, is now living retired

from the active duties of

life in

Hutch-

enjoying the fruits of former toil.
was born in Fountain county. Indiana,

inson,

He

on the 10th of March. 1832,
Myers, who was a native of the Keystone
state, his birth having occurred in York

He followed the
county April 20, "1803.
trade of a cabinet-maker in early life, but
his
to the tillattention
afterward devoted
Hi- father, Abraham Moving of the soil.
as

er-,

tlie

family

name was

then

Pennsylvania, and the
supposed to have been born
Germany, as the maternal family is of

was

also a native of

latter' s father is

in

German

descent.

When

sixteen

years of

age John .Myers, the father of our subject,
accompanied hi- parents on their removal
to Preble counts. Ohio, where the family re-

mained for several years, removing to
Fountain county. Indiana, about 1829,
where the grandfather purchased a farm
and there spent the remaining year- of hi,

The son learned the cabinet-maker's
Richmond. Indiana, which he there
followed for a number of years and then
run- veil to F untain county, Indiana, about
In that year he nurchased eighty
[836.
acres of land in Newton county, to which,
in the course of time he added another
eighty acres, and on this valuable tract he
placed many improvements, there spending

life.

trade, in

remaining days. In early life he gave
support to the Democracy, but on the
organization of the Republican party he
joined its ranks, remaining faithful- to its
his
hi-

principles until his litre's labors were ended in
death, and on its ticket he was elected to the
position of county commissioner of what

was then Jasper county, but that part of
territory has since been merged into Newton county.
His religious tendencies connected him with the United Brethren church.
in

which he served as

a

steward ami class

leader.

In

Myers

1829. in Preble county, Ohio, Mr.
was united in marriage with Nancy

Snodgrass.

who was born

in

Kentucky, but

MRS.

A. A.

MYERS.

[*»*•'
jm

A.

A.

MYERS.
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ivhile

natives of

Her

[reland.

Snodgrass, was

her parents were
father.

a soldier in the

Revolutionwar.
Her mother, who was born in
died in Jasper county, Indiana, in
Unto this worthy couple were I" rn

ary

[8o8,
1X48.

seven children, namely: Benjamin
passed away in death in Indiana,

II..

in

who

1S1.5;

Abraham

A., the subject of this review;
Salinda I., wife of tsaac Marshall, a prominent farmer of Newton county, Indiana;
Nancy F., wife of W. F. Corbin, also an
agriculturist of Newton county, Indiana:
F., who still resides on the old homestead in that county Sarah Ann. who died
Newton county. Indiana, in 1854; and

John

:

in

who died in that county in 1858.
Abraham A. Myers spent his youth and
manhood on his father's farm, receiv-

Bellsorah.
early

ing the educational advantages
the

subscription

schools

of

affi

that

rded b;
day. the

schoolhouse which he attended having been
built Of logs and furnished with slab seats,
while a large fireplace occupied one end of
The teachers were also very
the building.
incompetent, their knowledge not extendRemaining
ing far beyond the three R"s.
under the parental roof until twenty-one
years of age. our subject then began the
active battle of life on his own account,
working for a time as a farm laborer. In
1854 he purchased a small farm of eighty
acres located near his old home, and upon
that place he remained for several years.
When the tocsin of war sounded over the
land and brave and loyal men from all parts
of the country answered the call to duty,

Mr. Myers valiantly donned the
coming a member of Company B,
Indiana Volunteer Infantry.

blue,

be-

Fifty-first

He

enlisted

for service on the 15th of December. [861,
and was scion afterward sent to the front,
going first to Louisville, Kentucky, thence
to Bardstown, that state, through Hall's Gap
to Nashville, and their first engagement was
at Shiloh, where they were under the com(if Colonel Straight.
From that place
they went to Corinth, thence to northern

mand

Alabama, back through Tennessee and Kentucky, and mi the 8th of October, 1862, 'participated in the battle of Perryville.

Their

next engagement was at Stone River, after
which the brigade of which our subject was
a member was mounted and sent on a great
raid through Alabama and Georgia, under

mand

Colonel

of

Straight,

but at

Rome, Georgia, the entire brigade was surrounded and captured.
As a prisoner of
war Mr. Myers was then taken to Vile
Island and next to City Point, but at the latter place they were exchanged an
the Union line-, after which our subject was
ordered to Indianapolis and for a time was
engaged in guarding prisoners.
He next
went tn Nashville, thence
and afterward to Knoxville. After takingpart in the battle of Dandridge Mr. Myers
received a thirty days' furlough and returned to his heme, but in the spring of
[864 he again joined the Union forces, and
at Chattanooga was engaged in eatard duty
I

ti

until the fall of Atlanta.

He

participated in

Columbus. Tennessee, also
Spring Hill. Franklin and
Nashville, and in the last named engagement
he received a musket ball in the left leg.
above the knee, crushing the bone. He was
carried from the field to the hospital, where
he was obliged to undergo the terrible ordeal of having the member amputated and
the skirmish at

in the battles of

he was afterward confined in the Cumberland hospital. In March, [865, he was sent
to the Crittenden hospital
at
Louisville,
Kentucky, afterward to the Jeffersonville
hospital,
at
Indiana, and
Jeffersonville,

from there to Camp Douglas, at
Illinois, where he was discharged in August.
I

[86 5
After his return from the war Mr. MyClark county, Illinois, the school being under the management of the United Brethren church. After leaving that 'institution in 1868, he was
elected county treasurer of Newton county,
Indiana, serving n that position for two
terms, of two vears each.
In the fall of
1873 he came to the Sunflower state, purchasing one hundred and sixty acres of land
in Haven township
n the southwest quarter
of section 19, township 24. range 4. after
which he returned for his family, and ontheir removal here his two
.

ers entered college at Westfield,

j

1

-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
through with teams, while the remainder of
the family came by rail. He erected a story
a half residence on his land, which at
that time was considered the best house in
the locality, and at once began the arduous
He soon had
task of developing new land.
fifty acres under cultivation, ten acres of
which he planted with wheat and the remainder with corn, but that year, 1874,
grasshoppers destroyed all of his corn. In
company with others he returned to Indiana
in the tall of 1874 and secured by donation
a carload of corn, which they brought to
this state and distributed ami »ng the poor and
needy settlers. In those early days the buffaloes still roamed over the country in large
herds, and his two stepsons killed those animals. As the years passed by he placed his
farm under a fine state of cultivation, making it one of the valuable homesteads of
the county, but in 1881 he put aside the active duties of farm labor and removed to
Hutchinson, where he now resides in his
beautiful residence at No. 208 Fourth avenue, there enjoying the rest which he has
so truly earned and richly deserves.
On the 8th of August, 1871. in Kentland. Newton county, Indiana, Mr. Myers
was united in marriage to Eliza M. Shegly. who was born in that state in
1838. Her
parents also claimed Indiana as the state
of their nativity, and her father,

and

1

Shegly. was of

German

descent.

ers has been twice married,

union had four children: George,
Hutchinson in 1899; Alice, the

in

John Haynes; John IA

Airs, fly-

and by her

first

\\

widow

of

a successful

farmer
Oklahoma; and

in
Kingfisher township,
Augustus, who follows agricultural pursuits in Haven township, Reno county,
Kansas.
Unto Mr. and Airs. Myers were born
three children:
William O., who died in

Newton county, Indiana,
ceived
tion in

in

1872; Grace,

am excellent musical educa-

[utGhinson and Chicago, and is now
engaged in teaching piano music in this
city; and Rheta, at home.
In this city, in
1887, Mrs. Myers was called to •'
I

beyond, and her death was mourned not
only
by her immediate family but by a large circle of

friends,

for she "endeared herself to

many by

many

her

Myers

affiliates

and

a

noble characteristics. Mr.

with the Republican partv,
prominent and worttn member of
the Methodist church, uniting with that denomination in 187;. He maintains pleasant
relations with his old army comrades who
wore the blue by his membership in the
Grand Army of the Republic, belonging to
1-

T
lie was a galJoe Hooker Post, N o. 17.
lant and loyal defender of the stars ami
stripes, and in compensation for the efficient
service which lie rendered to his loved country in her time of trouble and I'm- the terrible loss which lie sustained in battle he now
draws a pension of forty-five dollars a
month.
He has a large circle of friends
and acquaintances in the locality in which
he makes his home, who esteem lim highly
for his many excellences of character.

PHILLIP

A.

SMITH.
;

marked

justly

who

mmunitv

every

In

share

f<

r

horn r.
hose
of civilizatii n give
sible the

special

in the benefits

blessings which they

th

ei

'1

g the pio-

;

have
and are

ivho

been
still

wi;t:
left

leveli 'I'ment

to plan

for

its

future,

more highly respected than

n

Phillip A. Smith,

of Little River.
Phillip A. Smith
county, Illinois,

in

Knox

18 (.3, and was
J,
reared on his father's farm and educated in
I

1

parenl

I

hn and

Mary (Gingrich) Smith, were b

th born in
Pennsylvania, where they married.
John
Smith was a son of Conrad Smith, a farmer
who also was a native of Pennsylvania, but
was descended from German stock. Conrad Smith was a soldier in the war of 1812,

and did creditable service as
Pennsylvania

organization.

farming and

distilling with

was

a

man

1

1

From

was

member

a

He
in

He

re-

Illinois

in

decided enterprise.

Pennsylvania

to

of a

o mbined

other ways

pioneer in Knox county,
where he settled on land three years before
rod

a

BIOGRA PI IIC A L HIS TOR Y.
came

Then, in order propand make hi
etorship of it secure, he. made the journey to
Quincy and return on foot. He improved a
farm and extended his landed posses
g
sions until he owned three hundred and fifty
acres.
He began his life in tllinois in a log
house, but later built a large frame hi use and
ample barns and provided his farm with
every essential to thorough and effective
farming. He died at his homestead in [864,
it

into market.

erly to cuter the land

1

young.

Mar)

;

-

'1

at the ripe age

1

I

His

eighty-eight year-.

named John

children were

this sketch

(father

f

1

the

Jac b, le Tge,
Peter. Charles, Michael, Conrad, Rebecca,
Catherine. Mary A., Barbara and Henry.
The honored pioneer who was the father of
£

these children

was

|,

Bets]

<

.

a lifelong

member

of the

Lutheran church.
John Smith, father of Phillip A. Smith,
was born, reared and married in Pennsylvania,
lie remained at home until he was
twenty-five years old. doing farm work and
assisting his father about the distillery.

He

then married and began farming on his

own

account and in 1835 removed to Illinois and
entered land in Knox county, where he imfarm and became a citizen of prominence and influence. When he settled there
intry was new and sparsely settled
and there were tew neighbors within many
mile*
His financial ability was small at
the
eginning, but he was a hard worker
and he was determined to succeed. He paid
for and improved his original farm and as
oppi rtunity offered bought other land adjoining it until he owned three hundred and
ir acre-, all under profitable cultivain hi- land were a commodious resite n.
dence. larg( barns and many outhouses bo1

(

uses.

erty he

This fine prop-

acquired by hard, work and good
dealing fairly and honestly
with
business rela-

management,
with

all

.

He was

born December 9, 1804, and
died in October, 1886. His wife was b rn in
December. 181 1. and died in March, 1892.
They were Lutherans throughi u1 life. They
had nine children, who were hern in
der in which they are here named
Susan
married a Mr. Hendrickson. Leah died
tions.

:

John and Mary J. were twins, and
married A. Johnson. Mar-/
Ill fferman.
Phillip A. is th<
-ketch. Sarah A. married

J.

ied J.

1

S03

1

Sloan.

T.

1.

Alexander

is

a

pi

farmer of Little Rivei
Kansas. Amanda married P. Hurlocker.
Phillip A. Smith was born, reared and
educated in Illinois and remained under the
ty,

parental roof until 1862,

Company

when he

enlisted in

Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, which was included
of
Army
Cumberland.
He served
m the
the
EC,

Eighty-third

continuously until after the close of the war
ami did much hard and dangerous duty, participating
ced marches, in numerus skirmishes and in some of the most desDuring all that
perate battles of the war.
time he never shrank from duty and was
never absent on furlough, and was never
wounded or made prisoner. One can scarcely
conceive of a more faithful soldier.
1

When

the

Tennessee.

war closed he was at Clarksville,
He was mustered out of the

service at Xashville. Tennessee, and sent to
Chicago, Illinois, where he was paid ff and
Then, after three
honorably discharged.
years of unbroken absence from
returned and resumed farming with his
1

'

father.

In 1866 Mr. Smith married and settled

on

a rented farm.

until

1878,

He

remained in Illinois
to Kansas and

when he went

In 1879 ne brought his
family to the state by the ordinary modes
of travel and settled where he now live-. He
had made a good selection of land in the second bottom of Little River valley, where he
had bought from a railroad company one

bought land

there.

hundred and sixty acres of smooth prairie,
on which grew neither a tree nor a shrub.
He built a small box house and got his family under its roof and then began breaking
land.
He carried the work of improvement
and cultivation forward year alter year.
and achieved a satisfactory success. When
he located in Rice county the country was
its people were poor, and in many
minds there was doubt that the country
would ever "amount to much;" hut the peo-

new and

ple

were persevering and resourceful and
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studied the land and found out hi >v
it to good advantage and eventually pros-

Smith prospered with his
By hard work and good manneighbors.
agement, he made his farm one of the best
pered, and Mr.

in the vicinity.

It is

pastures, orchards,

fenced off into fields.
is clotted here and

and

and Mrs. Smith had children named

much

pride, for he sent

back

to Illinois

and

pn cured the maple seed and saw the trees
grow where nothing had grown before. His
house on

this

farm

is

two and

a half miles

south of the town of Little River, and it is
surrounded by ample barns and other outbuildings.
While giving his attention principally to farming, he raised some stock.
A
quiet man with no aspiration for political
position, lie has during all his mature life
been a careful student of economic conditions.
"While he was firm in his convictions
concerning questions of" public policy, he
was always open to new impressions and.
consequently, in iqoo. those who knew that
he had been reared a Democrat were not
greatly surprised
self a

Smith

Ebright, a
of

when he announced him-

Republican.

Mr.

twenty years;
River township; Delta

Arthur
hold.

<

>.

and Ira I-'., farmSidney E. and

Lettie M..

>>i the parental
houseJ., members
Mr-. Smith is a member of the Methchurch, of the various inter-

Mr. Smith is a libel
Mr. Smith was identified with the
fraternity, the Independent Order

of which

ests

porter.

Masonic
of

:

<

'dd

Felli iv

Republic.

the

and the

-.

[e

I

passi d

•

Army

.rami

awaj

<

icti

1

of

er 4,

1901.

iRGE M.
The

HOFFMAN.

career of the subject of this -ketch

ewhat remarkable one, illustrating
does the possibilities for advancement
lie before men of enterprise and perseverance who will attempt earnest!) to win
success by honorable mean-.
as

it

which

George M.

Hoffman, of

Little

River,

Rice county, Kansas, came into the territory
married

woman

mind and

A.,

ers in Rice count]

there with fine groves which he regards with

as fol-

who died in [889, aged
Emory E., a farmer in Little

Ada

lows:

heart,

Miss

many good
who was born

of

Melissa
qualities
in

Ohio,

February 5, 1844. a daughter of E. G. and
Ruth (Pyle) Ebright. who were natives respectively of Obi,, and Virginia.
Mr. and
Mrs. Ebright 'removed to Indiana and later
to
Illinois
and in 1857 they settled in
Knox county in the state last mentioned,
on a rented farm.
Later thev bought a
farm where they lived many years and
where Mrs. Ebright died.
In '1880 Mr.
Ebright went to Kansas, where he again
married and settled in Rice county, on a
farm on which he remained until his death.
which occurred November 6, [891.
His
first wife was a worthy and
consistent memthe Methodist Episcopal church, and
he was a devoted Christian and an active
church worker and was a class-leader
for

more than

forty years. A man of the broadsympathy, he was always actuated by a
all mankind.
Mr.
and Mrs. Ebright had only one child. Melissa, who married Phillip
A. Smith. Mr.
est

feeling of charity toward

known

as central

Kansas when

his

compan-

were Indian- and buffaloes, and, living
within the borders of Rice county before the
county was organized, has seen the a mntry
ions

advance from a primitive condition to one
of industry and prosperity.
Beginning his
career in Kansas as an "ox-whacker." in the
old-fashioned freighting business, he has liecome a banker and capitalist and a man of

wide and forceful influence.
George M. Hoffman was born in Franklin county, Indiana, February 7.
1843, a
son of Henry and Anna M. (Hornberger)
Hoffman, who were born and married in
Germany, where their first two children were
born.
Mr. and Mrs. Hoffman emigrated to
America in 1840 and located in Franklin
county. Indiana, where Mr. Hoffman cleared
a tract of heavily timbered land, improved
a farm and died in 1864.
Mr. and Mrs.
Hoffman were both descended from ofd and
German families and Mr. Hoffman's father fought under Bonaparte at
Henry and Anna Hoffman, who
were devout members of the Methodist
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church, had three children,

— Bar-

Anna and George M. Anna married
E. Pape, a tanner who lived near Topeka,
Kansas; and Barbara, who lias never married, is still a member of her household.

bara.

George M. Hoffman began the battle of
life as a farm hand at the age of ten years
and by the time he was sixteen had saved
money enough to take him to Kansas, where
he worked as a farm hand until 18(13. Having

new impetus and from that da\ to
he has in a general way been successful.
After the country became settled and range
prise a

this

land was nol available otherwise, he began
buy land for grazing purposes and spent

to

much mone)
land

making the town his headquarters for
the shipment of stock and grain.
He never
profited by the homestead law. as a quarter
section of land was too small for his use.

which
zen.-'

good advantage as possible.
Once, while filling a government contract to
as

deliver supplies at a certain fort in the Indian territory near the Texas border, his

Texas fever and his business
enterprise came to an untimely end.
With a view to making money with
which to buy another team he became a cowcattle died of

boy, and about 1870 began to handle cattle
on his own account. He herded cattle within the present limits of Rice. Barton and

Ellsworth counties before those political divisii n- were organized or settled.
Sometimes he was annoyed, but was never seriously molested by Indians.
Once when he
was herding cattle at Great Bend on the
Arkansas river, in Barton county, in the
winter, a severe storm drove his
cattle and a herd of buffaloes to a e< mmon
shelter, and in attempting to separate them
he killed more than one hundred buffaloes
and gave an Indian one-half of the hides for
skinning them. The hides yielded him some
profit which enabled him to give his enter-

After operating

lived,

them

to

that way.

in

passed the apprentice period of his life he
cided to give up farming and in that year became an "ox-whacker" in connection with
frieghting enterprises, in which capacity he
made trips across the plains to Salt Lake
and ther points, all government and private
supplies being transported overland at that
time with ox teams. Mr. Hoffman did not
rind his occupation pleasant or without danger, but it was profitable and he continued
in it, taking his chances of losing his scalp
in some Indian attack, and at length was
able to put together a good freighting outtit of his own.
When he could secure contracts he transported supplies for the United
States government, and when he could not
he bought goods, took them west. and sold
1

in

long time

in Ellsworth county, he b ughl
Rice county in l88l and built a large
residence at Little River, where he has since

a

hut has bought land

by the section and has
whenever it became unnecessary to
At this time he is the owner of
more than seven hundred acres. He has
seen every farm improved and every village
grow up for mile- roundabout, and no man
in central Kansas is richer in reminiscences
sold

it

his business.

of the pioneer days.
In early times he liecame well acquainted with almost all of the
noted mountain men, such as Bob and Kit
Carson, James Bridger, etc., being the oldest
white trapper in this part of the west.

Hoffman organized a bank,
in 1898 was reorganized as the CitiNational State Bank, of Little River,
with a paid up capital of ten thousand dollars, in which he is the controlling stockholder. The officers of this bank are k> »rge
M. Hoffman, president; Lester Weight,
cashier; D. G. Green, assistant cashier.
It
carries a large amount of deposits and does
an extensive business in discounts.
is
It
quartered in a substantial cut-stone building arranged especially for its accommodation, and in business circles is regarded as
one of the strong financial institute ns
E
central Kansas.
In politic- Mr. Hoffman is independent.
tin sugh he was originally a Democrat, and
in 1900 voted fi r McKinlev.
He was married, in Ellsworth county, Kansas, to MisAnna Martin, who was born in Mini is
June 6, 1856. Mrs. Hoffman is a daughter
of George Martin, a native of England, who
In 1885 Mr.

(

and in 186
pioneer in the Platte valley in Nebraska.
where he farmed and herded cattle and had
many exciting experiences with Indians.
settled early in Illinois,
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He

remained
and

there,

however, master of the

out his days on his
had children as follows:
ih Nathan, who lives in Nebraska;
Robert, who is dead; Hannah, who is Mrs.
Hoffman: and William, who lives in' Nebraska.
By a previous marriage to a Mr.
Weaver the mother of these children had a
sun named George "Weaver, who became an
elder in the Baptist ministry and was sent
as a missionary to South Africa, where he
was a witness of many interesting- events in
connection with the war between the English and the Boers and who since his return
to America has lived in Iowa.
He
making- arrangements to return the third
situation

time,

••taking

A

their gt

of

lived

He

ad.

his

in

life

his

ham

He owns

eight hundred acres
Platte Valley, X.

land in
which he rents, showing that 'he does this
work not for money but because he thinks
fine

•

duty.

service with his

pated

On

duty until

in active

c\

his services

hostilities,

tl

army

carter

h<

.

I

unty.

He then purchased and located upon the
farm where he yet resides and
1

given

his

entire

attention

to

pursuits, having

is

agricultural

ksmith's

,

trade except ahas never aspiri

r

a plan;

He

himself.

,-:,,,]

;

r<

1

t

membei
I

[is

first

wifi

r

.

of

1

>ur

Benjami
deso
prominent farmer
ty, Ohio. f.
many years, and his de
occurred when he had reached the
age of ninety-five years. His children were
as follows:
John, James Benjamin. Sarah,
who became the wife of T. McCally, and
Catherine. The children born unto Mitchell
and Catherine Ward are: Charles E., our
subject; Benjamin and Sarah, vvl
when young; Eva. who became Mrs. Webb;
Hays: and Clarence. The mother of this
er of

Ohio and of

Irish
1

1-

Charles E. Ward, a prominent and successful physician and surgeon of Little
River. Kansas, was born in Meigs county,
>hio, June 2, 1865, a son
of Mitchell and
Catherine (Piper) Ward, natives also of the
'

Buckeye state, where they were married.
The paternal grandfather' of our subject,
Joshua Ward, was a native of Ohio, was of
English descent and was a blacksmith
by
trade.
His death occurred in the state of
Ins

nativity.

He was

the father of eight

namely: William, Levi, Michael.
Lycurgus. Martin, Mitchell, Rebecca,
who
became Mrs. Vanschoyck, and
Jane. Mitch-

children,

ell Vard. the father
of our "subject, was
reared in Columbiana county,
Ohio, where
he learned the blacksmith's trade.

young man he removed
that state,

When

a

Meigs county

to

and there followed

his trade until

the outbreak of the Civil war.
His loyalty
then asserted itself and he became
of

Company

a

B. Thirty-sixth

member

Ohio Volunteer

Infantry, which was assigned
to the
the Cumberland.
He

of

Army

saw much hard

.

spected by all win. has the pleasure
his
acquaintance.
In his social relations he is

a native of

M. D.

battles.

remained

only slig]
and was never taken
never failing
roll call.
After a creditable military record he was
again honorably discharged and returned to

public.

WARD,

partici-

three years' term

his

1

During- his

years.

a

E.

I

id'

I

subject, v

CHARLES

command, having

nun:

a

in

the expiration

1

family was called to her

final rest in 1882.
the faith of the Methodist Ep
church, of which she was a worthy and
consistent member.
The father was again married, choosing for his second
wife Miss
Irene Grate, a native of Ohio and
a
ter of John and Esther Grate,
and they had

in

one child. George Ward.

Ward

still

reside

Mr. and Mrs.
on their old homestead in

Ohio, where they are enjoying
the fruits of
a well spent

life.

Charles E. Ward, whose name introduces this review, received his
elementary
education in the common schools
of his native place, after which
he was a student in
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Ewington Academy

then employe

After
for Four )? ears.
leaving that institution he was enj
Wlien only
teaching school for live year-.
reared

the

in

union

-lie is

Ward

Mr-.

professi n

Ewing,

bi

111

inent

and in this way he gaii
understanding of the diagnosing of disease.
The year 1887 witnessed the arri\
Ward in the Sunflower state, and during
three years in Kansas he was engaged in teaching schi
In [890 he at-

ing

at

that

courses

institution

in

i

lie

the

\\'i"

idmen

-

>f

was

A'ho
is

.

member

the

Wi

>rld

and

where true worth and intelligence are

re-

passports into gc* d
In his business ventures the
the

-

•

I

very successful, his enterprise and energy
overcoming all obstacles and enabling him

study, graduat-

1892.

Ward

)r.

1

Pythias fraternity.
The family
occupy a leading position in social circles,

where he

1

1

E

Med-

lectures at the Starling-

June 1. [898.
Mason, being
dge, No. o-i1

mi'

I.

full

h

!

EC.

visits,

two

n

'

Mr. and

of

a hard-

in

and

?9,

n ing the

he
under the preceptorage of Dr. G.

807

next

h the

became a student in the College
cians and Surgeons, of Cleveland. Ohio.
Thus well equipped for the practice
his
ch -en calling, he came to Little River.
Kansas, in the fall of 1892, where he immediately opened an office.
He soon became
well known as an able and competent physician and surgeon, and as the years have
passed he has built up a large and constantly

plane of affluence.

1

1

E

PROFESSOR EMMETT
Prominent among the

increasing patronage, his ability being such
him the confidence and high
all

with

whom

be comes

in

May 3, 1873. and is a son of Hiram
and Margaret (Wilson) George, who
were born and reared in Indiana. The father spent his boyb
youth upon a
farm in his native state, and from there removed to Newbern, Iowa, in the early "60s.
L.

On the 22d of April. 1895. occurred the
marriage of Dr. Ward and Mrs. Eva L.
Dary. who was born in Illinois. July 17,
laughter of William and Rosamella
(Hoyt) French, natives of Ohio. The fawas a farmer
and his
death occurred in May. 189 1. hut his widow
is still living and now makes her home in
Geneseo, Kansas.
They became the parnine children, namely:
Curtis; Ro!

I

In the Hawkeye state lie turned bis attent«:.
commercial pursuits, and became a
large and well-to-do merchant.
Dispi sing
of his -tore in 1871, he came to Jewell countion

1.

now Mrs. Brubaker; William; Rhoda, now Mrs. Gallic: Mary, who
became Mrs. Brooks; Eva L. the wife of
our subject:
Oliver:
and Maggie, who
became Mrs. Adams, hut is now deceased.
setta: Elizabeth,

edu-

county,

con-

tact.

ther

GEORGE.

cators of this section of the state is l'n fessor Emmett D. George, now superintendent of the schoi Is of Mankato.
He is
a native of Kansas, horn in Ionia. Jewell

as to gain for

regard of

D.

successful

l

ty,

Kansas, and homesteaded a quarter sec-

tion of land in Ionia township, to the culti-

vate n of which be devoted bis energies until
called

He

ti

his final rest in the spring of 1898.

was

prominent early
and was widely and
favorably known all over the county. His
survives him and continues to
still
one

of

the

settlers in this locality,

The parents were consistent and worthy
members of the Christian church. Eva L.
Ward came to Kansas with her parents
when twelve years of age. and w-as here

make her home

married to Mr. Dary. a native of Canada.

School at Emporia one year.

-sor
i

catii n in

ty,

and

the
later

in Ionia.

George acquired

common

his early edschools of this counthe State Normal

attenjded

He was

next
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Normal University.
where he was graduated in

a student at the Salina

Salina, Kansas,

Prior to this he had
the spring of 1899.
engaged in teaching, having first turned his
attention to that profession in 1S90, and he
taught several terms before completing his
education,

all

in

this county.

In

1899 he

was appointed principal of the Mankato
high school, and the following year was
made superintendent, which responsible position he has since filled in a most capable
and satisfactory manner. He has met with
remarkable success as a teacher and ranks
high among the foremost educators of the
An advocate of progress anid restate.
form', he has brought the Mankato schools
to a high grade of efficiency.
At the home of the bride in Burlington,
Coffey county, Kansas, Professor George
was married August 6, 1900, to Miss JesShe is a graduate of the
sie M. Walker.
Kansas State Norma] and a member of the
church,
and both are very popuChristian
lar socially.
In his political views the Professor is a Populist, and ran for county superintendent of schools on that ticket in
1894, but was defeated by a very small majority, there being candidates of both the old
parties in the field against him. Aside from
his school duties he has gained an enviable
reputation as an orator and lecturer, his
services being in frequent demand from
various parts of the state.
Fraternally he
is

a

member

of the

Mbdern

Wo

America and the Masonic order.
years he has

and

now made

his

home

dmen

of

For four
in

Man-

to-day one of the most highly
respected citizens of that place.
kato,

is

ENOCH

C.

MARKS.

•

garet Welton, who was born in Hartford,
Connecticut, January 3, 1808 a daughter of
Joseph and Ellen Welton, both of whom

Their marand shortNew York,
where Mr. Marks farmed until he was appointed by Govern r Silas Wright superintendent of the state salt works at Syracuse,
which position he held for several yeafs.
Eventually he removed to Chicago, Illinois,
where for some time he loaned money and
speculated in real estate. Before this he had
employed his business ability and capital in
the same manner in Connecticut and New

were natives of Connecticut.

was celebrated

riage
ly

at

1

tartfora,

afterward they removed

to

York

as occasion had offered and had acHis good
cumulated some little money.
wife, the mother of the subject of this
sketch, died in Chicago April 25, 1882, and
the husband and father died there July 12,
1887. Originally Mr. Marks was a Democrat, but during the closing years of his life
lie was
he affiliated with the Republicans,

was not
an active sectarian.
His wife was a member of the Protestant Episcopal church.
reared in the Universalist faith, but

Enoch

C.

Marks was

the

third

child

family of thirteen, several of whom
died in infancy and only four survive. Those
who are living are Enoch C, Phoebe, Louis
and Watson. Phcebe is the widow of A.
O. Butler. Louis, who served his country

born

as

in a

major of the One Hundred and Twenty-

second Regiment. New- York Volunteer Infantry during the Civil war, is now engaged
in the banking and wholesale grocery business at Davenport, Iowa.
Watson is connected with his brother's business in the
same city.
The folowing children of

Enoch and Margaret (Welton) Marks attained to maturity and are now dead
Charles Rollin Marks died at Hutchinson,
Kansas,

Another

retired

farmer and stockman of
who has the distinc-

unty, Kansas,

tion of having come of old colonial stock, is
Enoch C. Mark... of X". 306 A avenue, east,
Hutchinson.
He was born near Syracuse,
>nondaga county, New York, February 23,
[830, a son of Enoch Marks. w ho was born
in Connecticut October 11, 1803.
Enoch
Marks was married May 2=5, 1826. to Mar<

at the age of seventy-two years;
Welton Marks died in Chicago. Illinois: SiWright Marks died in the state of New
York.
las

rhe subject of this sketch
in

the

common

schools

A

was educated
New- York state

was possible during the winter
terms.
In the spring, summer and fall he
assisted in the work of the farm until he
embarked in active life for himself. Y\ 'hen
so far as

X ^ ^4^(2^4^
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he was sixteen years old his father proposed
to him thai he should give him his services
until he sh< uld be twent) one years old, at
which time he would pa) him two thousand
r. at the y< tang man'ption, offered
to educate the latter to thai age and give
Inm nothing else, allowing him a little time
to decide which proposition he would accept.
The young man informed his lather that he
preferred to remain with him and get the
two thousand dollars, provided the father
would allow him all the education, possible
in view of a fair construction of the contract.
To this the father consented and the
young man attended winter terms of school
until he was nineteen years eld.
In 1X50
1

his father sold him a fafrm of three hundred
and twenty acres in LaSalle county, 111 inois, at eight dollars an acre and credited
to him the two thousand dollars he had
At the age of twenty-one he left
earned.
New York alone and proceeded to his .field
operation, making the trip to LaSalle
1

E

county,

Illinois, almost entirely by water,
utilizing the canal, the lakes and such rivers
as lay in his way. His farm was new prairie

as an

immense

S09

stock farm, raising

many

cat-

sometimes owning as man) as two
hundred and fifty at once, and constantly
In [879
huying. feeding and selling cattle.
he removed to Hutchinson and bought his
lie owns another house and
present home,
lot on Sixth avenue, east, in Hutchinson,
and retains six hundred arces of his farm
land on sections I and 1 1.
Mr. Marks is regarded as one of the
prominent citizens of Reno county, lie has
taken the first three degrees in Masonry and
is a Republican in politics. He was married
lie,

November _\ 1853, in LaSalle county. Illinois, to Mary S. Libby, who was torn in
Portland,

Maine, in

1830,

a

daughter of

Cyrus and Rebecca (Strout) Libby, native;
of the Pine Tree state.
Mr. and Mr-.
Their
Marks have had three children.
daughter, Frances

died in LaSalle county,
Illinois, at the age of four years and three
months.
Their son, Morton Lewis, born
September 5. 1X5(1. js in the employ of Purcell \ Company, al Chicago, Illinois.
Their
daughter, Mary, married \Y. \V. Shuler, a
lawyer, who lives at Bowling Green, Ohio.

land and his beginning- upon it was the beginning of its cultivation.
He went to
work upon it with a will to succeed, made

many improvements

JOHN

put some of his land

under cultivation and for twenty years was
one of the leading- stockmen in LaSalle
county, For he kept a set of the American
Herd books, bred full-blooded shorthorn
cattle and owned .more pedigreed cattle than
any other man in his part of Illinois.
He
took great pains to keep his stock up to the
high standard he had established and at
one time purchased in the east a single animal for three hundred and fifty dollars. He
finally sold out his entire herd and after
farming his land for twentv-one vears he
sold it and bought a farm of two
hundred
and forty acres in DuPage county, Illinois,
which he operated successfully for four
vears. then sold it and went to Reno county,
Kansas, where he bought three-quarters of
a section of land in Salt Creek township
from the Santa Fe Railroad Company. Later lie boughl two entire sections and operated his whole acreage almosl exclusively

T.

CLOUD.

The man whose name

is

above has

at-

tained success in Bennett township, Kingman count), Kansas, as a farmer and stock-

man, and has a pleasant country home on
southeast quarter of section 12, that
township, his postoffice address being Northe

wich.

John
ty,

J.

Cloud was born in Greene coun-

Missouri, September

8,

1849. a

> '"

1

"'

Calvin and Elizabeth (Kershner) Cloud,
who were born in east Tennessee, his mother

Hawkins county. His father was a pioneer settler in Greene county, where lie came
in [832 and took up land in 1845. which he
in

improved and on which he lived until 1884,
when he died at the age of sixty-five years.
For twenty-five or thirty years he filled the
office of justice of the peace and he was
otherwise prominent in local affairs.
His
mother died at their old Miss, iiri home in

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

8io

William CI ml. father of Calvin
1894.
Cloud and grandfather of John Cloud, was
bom in Tennessee, and accompanied his son
Thence he went in
Calvin to Missouri.
[858, with two of his sons and a s. n-in-law,
verland to California, locating near SacraHe ha- children
mento, where he died.
named as follows: Calvin, Orvill, William,
John, Martha (Mrs. Simpson), and another

/

daughter who married a man named Allen.
Louisa,
Calvin Cloud had ten children:

who is the wife of P. L. Wills, of Kingman
county; John J., of Bennett township Mary,
who married John Wills, of Sumner county;
Thomas H., who lives in Sumner county;
Martha, who married Mark Gault and lives
in Arkansas; Sarah, who married John
Kinser and is dead; Lucy, who is the wife
:

taking with him to his new hi me Ins wife
ami their infant child. Fred J. Cloud, who
[e
now editor of the Norwich Herald.
is
brought along sufficient provision to last
I

family for a voar. including good
Missouri bacon, and though lie found
tunc for hunting he managed to vary
the diet of the family with prairie chickens
and jack rabbit steak. That year he broke
forty acres of land, planting twenty acres of
it to sod corn, and harvested the wheat he
had sown the previous fall, which threshed
out fifteen bushels to the acre. His originail
his small
1

1.1

little

as not altered until 1895, when an
It possesses some
addition was built to it.
historic interest because of the fact that it

county,

third h<
Bennetl townIn 1899 he built his barn, which covers a ground space of thirty-two by thirtyfeet, and he has erected necessary outbuildings from time to time.
When Mr. (loud firsl came to his place
in Kansas, it was literally covered with buf-

Missouri.

his

of Robert

Wrightman, of Kansas
who owns pari

souri; William,

family homestead

married

in

City, Mis-

of the old

Missouri: Harriet,

who

Seymore Chapman, of Christian

Missouri; and Edward, wh
on the old family farm in Greene county,

John J. Cloud was reared to farm life
and acquired such an education as was available to him in broken winter terms at commi n schools.
Appreciating the value of an
education, he attended school one year after
he attained his majority, which he has never
had cause to regret. After that he cleared
and worked some of his father's land and
farmed other rented land until 1877. then,
leaving at his old home a wife and one
he went to Kansas with his brotherin-law, P. L. Wills, and his uncles, John

child,

and Dewitte Kershner. reaching Kingman
county, September 22.
He took up "some
government land, erected on it a box house.
covering a ground space of fourteen-by sixteen feet, and sowed ten acres of wheat on
land across

the line in Sedgwick countv,
three miles distant from his 'claim, besides
breaking out his east and south hedge rows,

and

in November returned to his family in
Missouri, where he remained during the
winter of 1877-8.
He had gone away on
his own birthday (September 8), and'
had
readied home again on his wife's birthday.

March

25, 1878, he started back to

Kansas

was the

ship.

w

which were gathered Up during
Missouri by the army of men,

-.

absence

in

women and

boys that

at

that time wi

the prairies hunting bones for profit.
the removal of John Kershner and

Since

M. V.

the locality during the

spring preceding the arrival of himself and
companions, Mr. Cloud has 1,

his

ginal settler remaining
During the early years of

ity.

in his

vicin-

hi- residence

there he witnessed about every kind of incident of pioneer life and experienci
every kind of hard-hip. privation and inconvenience.
Wichita. f< rty-tive mile- away,
a

round

was

trip to

the nearest

which consumed three days,
railroad point, and Afton,

eighteen mile- distant, contained the nearest
Sti re and posti ffice, until a -tore, postoffice
and blacksmith shop was established al Lev-

ey.

were

The milling points available to him
Wichita. Anthony and Wellington,
f
which was thirty- four miles

the nearest
distant fn

1

m

hi- Inane.
He broke his land
under cultivation a- rapidly as
and now has one hundred ai
acres yielding go- '1 crops and twenty acres
devoted to pasturage. In the spring of 1X7,,

ami put

it

possible

he

set

out six hundred peach

tree-

and

a
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considerable number of apple trees. He lias
since set out more trees and' has an excellent
orchard of twelve acres. An important interest with him is dairying, and he always

keeps twelve to fifteen cows.
Mr. Cloud takes an active interest in
public affairs and has always been identified
with measures for the advancement of morHe was
ality, Christianity and education.
one of the organizers of school district No.
21, and since that time has been a member
of the school board almost continuously, as
its first clerk and for nine years as its treasurer, and he has filled the office of treasuer
of his township and other positions of trust
He is Republican in
and responsibility.
principle but is an independent voter, and in
local elections supports men and measures
which he believes will best serve the interHe is a
ests of his township and county.
past master of his lodge of the Ancient Order of United Workmen. He and his wife
are members of the Methodist Episcopal
church and have always been active in
church affairs. They -took a prominent part
in the organization of Milton Methodist
Episcopal church, of Eden township, Sumner county, and later transferred their membership to the Methodist Episcopal church
in Norwich, of which he has been steward
for several years and in which he has been

811

Greene county, Missouri Catharine
Mrs. Calvin Woody, of Springfield, same
Peter L. is a prominent citizen of
Kingman, Kansas
Hettie married John
Woody, a farmer of Tulare county, California; John F. is a fanner in Sumner county, Kansas
C. D. lives in Greene county,
Missouri; Lewis P. is a liveryman in Christian county, that state George is a farmer
and stockman of the same county Charles is
a stock dealer at Ozark, Missouri; Mary J.
son, of

;

is

state;

;

;

;

;

the wife of the subject of this sketch and
has borne him six children:
Frederick |.

is

Cloud, editor of the Norwich Herald, is one
the youngest and Brightest newspaper
in southern Kansas; Lulu is the wife of
John Gosch, who is a farmer in Allen township; Oscar is a student of Wichita Business
College; Monde H. and Mark E. are students in the Conway high school.
The
youngest is named Lillie G.
Mrs. Cloud
has been an able and devoted assistant to
her husband in all the vicissitudes of life
since they were married.
She cheerfully
undertook the hard life of a pioneer on the
prairie and rendered him invaluable aid in
founding a home. In many ways she has
been an efficient worker for reform and good
morals, notably as one of the organizers and
leaders of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, at Norwich.
of

men

active.
4, 1876, Mr. Cloud married,
Christian county, Missouri, Mary J.
Wills, daughter of Lewis and Elizabeth
(Crabtree) Wills and a native of the county
mentioned. Her parents were born in east
Tennessee, her father in Carroll county, in
1 8 10,
and they were pioneers in Christian
count}', Missouri, which was formerly a part
of Greene county, locating there in 1844.
In 1838 Mr. Wills had gone from Tennessee
to Virginia and there he and Miss Crabtree
were married.
He became a successful

February

in

farmer and stockman and was noted for his
industry, energy
his old Missouri

and honesty. He died at
in 1879 ms w ^ e died
They had

home

>

in 1893, almost eighty years old.

ten children, concerning whom the following
information is available for the purposes of
this

sketch

:

Susan married William Gib-

L.

BRAYTON.

Thirty years ago central Kansas was ;t
wild region, unclaimed and uncultivated.
Only a very few settlers had come into this
desolate region to establish homes and the
work of progress and improvement seemed
scarcely begun.
Great changes have since
been wrought and the finely developed
farms, good homes, the churches, schools
and industries, all indicate that hard work
has been performed by the early settlers.
Among this class is numbered L. Bravton,
and his farm with its splendid improvements
is a proof of his active business career.
Mr. Brayton was born in Warren county, New York, August 1, 1841, a son of
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William and Altha Ana (Bishop) Brayton,
whom were natives of the Empire
where they were married. The former
n of John Brayton, who
in Xew York and was of English

married, after which he took his bride to

both of

[lliru

state,

[869,

•

Some

of the

members of

the family in the

earlier generation loyally aided in thi

gle

for

independence

-

in

the

American army during the war of the RevoThe grandfather of our subject
lution.
was a Baptist in his religious faith and his
wife belonged to the Methodist church.
Thej had seven children.
Moses, Asa,
Warren, Lois, Polly. Phoebe and Diantha.
In his early business career William Brayton, the father of our subje
merchandising and later he
farm where he reared his family and finally
settled in Port Edwards, where he spent his
last days, dying at the ripe old
six years.
He was well educated and was a
competent school-teacher, successf
lowing that profession in his early life.
[e
took quite an active interest in public affairs
and voted with the Republican party, but
was never an aspirant for political honors.
although he served as justice of the peace
and filled some minor positions, discharging
his duties in a manner most satisfactory t.>
his constituents.
His wife died October 10.
She was a daughter of Jesse Bishop,
1854.

—

I

a Connecticut blacksmith,

who

in later life

followed farming in New York.
His children were Mary A.. Susan. Sarah. Nelson,
Hiram and Linus. They had seven children,
as follows: Bishop, deceased; Han;Colorado; L., of this review;, John, a resident farmer of Rice county: Adelaide, the
wife of J. Rumsey: Cordelia, who married
A. W. Rumsey; and Alpha, wife of G. Devine.

The

father of these

was

a

Methodist

in his Christian faith.

L. Brayton was born and reared
on the
old family homestead in Xew York, and the
schools afforded him his educa-

common
tional

privileges.

He

remained with his

parents until he bad attained his
majority
and then made his way westward to

Kan-

kakee county. Illinois, where he purchased
a farm which he conducted until
1868. He
then returned to his native state

and was

remaining

1-.

Kankakee county

in

when he once more went

to

until

New York

and operated the homestead farm

tor three

war-.
Hi- next place of residence was in
Ohio, where he continued for a year, and in
1874 he came t<. Kans
g upon a
claim.
Thai year the g
troyed everything raised and the
outlook was a g
settlers returned to their old
Brayton would have done likewise had lie
'.

had money enough
fate decreed that

t.

make

<

trip,

now

but
lie

wars he
With everything t" make

pered.

and nothing to
Sunflower state and
living

year-,

when he

which

in

r

f(

.

ise,

the

he should stay, and
in later

.an
built

in

built

the
a

life in the
sod stable and

a
1.

--mall

frami

[893 was replaced by hi- present
commodious and substantial two-story farm
residence,
lie has good hams lV
outbuildings on the place, with an orchard

and groves, the many improvements indicating that his has been a bu9y and useful
life.
He has added another quarter section
mestead and now owns three hundred and twenty acres of valuable land about
two and a half miles south f Little River.
He started here with a team of Tex;
did. his own breaking and as it was
a long
1

time before he fenced the place he picketed

and was always on the watch so
that the stock should not yet into
fields.
He now carries on general farming
'

and handles
his business

and in both branches of
meeting with gratif]

stock,
is

-

Through

cess.

his

own

efforts he

quired a good property and is rated among
the substantial fanners of the community.
In 1868 Mr. Brayton married Miss Emily

Moore, who was born in Xew ^
1844. a daughter of Daniel' and
Prober Moore, both of whom were

toher 22.

Maria

(

natives

)

of

Empire state.
Her father
imaker by trade and folli wed that
pursuit in early life, but afterward
his energies to farming.
Both he and his
wife died in the Empire state.
Their children

were:

the

Addison, who died

in

Xew
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York: Messena,

wife of E. Dickason; Mari-

Smith; Betsey, who
married M. Truesdale; Emily, now Mrs.
Brayton; Mariah, the wife of C. Penfield:
and Minerva, who died at the age of twentyone years. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs.
Brayton has been blessed with three chilWilliam D., born March 22, 1870:
dren:
Robert, born September 23,
1874; and
Frank, who was born on the 2d of October,
i88t.
Mr. Brayton is a member of the
Farmers' Alliance. In politics he was formerly a Republican, hut afterward became a
supporter of the Greenback party; later he
was identified with the Reform party, or
Populists, and is now a Socialist.
He has
filled the office of township trustee and assessor and other local positions, and no trust
the wife

etta,

of

E.

reposed in him has ever been betrayed; hut.
ever loyal to duty and the right, he has
worthily served his fellow townsmen in
office

and

private

and

in all the relations of business

life

and

he has been found trustworthy

sincere.

DAVID

H.

SXOAYDEX,
M.

D. D.. LL. D.,

D., F. R. S.

—

inspiration

and

encouragement

that

is

gleaned from the annals of a well spent life
that has fulfilled its mission, leaving an influence

immeasurable

as

proper study of mankind

and aside from

is

infinity.

man,"

preparing an
somewhat difficult task
adequate record of one o-f tin- distinguished
ministers of the Congregational church.
The Rev. )r* Sin w den is ns iw living in comparatively quiet retirement upon a farm on
section 7. Sterling township. Rice county,
Kansas, but for many years his strong mentality and forceful character have left their
impress upon the lives of the intellectual
activity connected with scientific research
and with the dissemination of knowledge
through the lecture platform and from the
the

1"

i

1

pulpit.

Dr. Snow den was born at Fairview Court
House. Virginia, April 25. 1840, and is of
Scotch and Welsh lineage.
His paternal
grandfather. John Snowden, was one of the
heroes of the Revolutionary war, and the father of our subject was William Snowden.
In his youth Dr. Snowden did not manifest
special aptitude at his studies.
in fact he
was usually behind his class and was often
therefore made the subject of rude jest, but
fortunate for him he eventually came under
the influence of Professor D. H. Yant, a
successful teacher then located at Fairview
Court House, who recognized his good qual-

—

ities

of heart audi

"The

said Pope,

this in its broader sense what
base of study and information have we?
Thus we understand the full significance of
the utterance of Carlyle, that "biography is
by nature the most universally profitable,
the most universallv pleasant of all things."
With these thoughts in mind we undertake

mind and

that his possi-

high order.
His trouble
heretofore probably arose largely from the
lack of sympathy on the part of his teachers
and diffidence in his own nature, but Profesbilities

David Ff. Snowden. a man of wide fame,
needs mi introduction to the student of biography. His leadership in the line to which
he has devoted his energies becomes known
without the resident history; but biography
serves to perpetuate the record of brilliant
achievements, of noble purposes, of successful
accomplishments and of individual
worth.
and where else can be found the

813

were of

a

sor Yant won his love and co-operation and
then stimulated his ambition.
Dr. Snowden
completed not only a classical course of
training but made science and medicine a
specialty. He began the study of medicine in
1856. under Professor Robley Dunglison,
Sr.. of the Jefferson Medical College, where
he attended lectures and was graduated in
He won his degree of master of arts
1858.
from Smithson College, in 1865. that of
doctor of philosophy from Philander Smith
College in 1890. and in 1888 received the
unusual honor for an American of being
made a fellow of the Royal Society of London. England.
He began the practice of
medicine in 1859, in Pittsburg. Pennsylvania, and there remained until 1870. with the
exception of a period of four years, which
he spent in the Union army during the Civil
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and never fails to draw a full
His departure will be regretted and

war, as a member of the Twelfth Regiment
West Virginia Infantry and as a medical
in the medical department of the

his audience

of

house..

purveyor

his place difficult to

Army

1892 Dr. Snowden was
pastor of the Congregational church at Ko-

From 1890

of the Potomac.

Dr. Snowden was a student of theology,
law and science in Allegheny. Pennsylvania,
in 1865, and the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by Wilberforce
University in 1886, while that of Doctor of
Law was conferred upon him by Paul Ouinn
College in 1890.
He continued medical
practice in Pittsburg until 1870, when he
entered the Lutheran ministry.
He has
been pastor of several important churches in
his denomination, in which he stands among
the first in scholarship, as a writer and as
a preacher.
He was pastor of the Congregational church in Little Rock. Arkansas,
fn m 18X7 until 1890, and when he left that
city the following editorial appeared in the
Little Rock Daily Register:
"The pastor
of Pilgrim Congregational church of Little
Rock has tendered his resignation and left
the city to fill another appointment.
Dr.
David Harold Snowden is no ordinary man.
Blessed by nature with a vigorous constitution and a powerful physical structure, he is
at once an attractive figure among men, with
a heart, brain and conscience as pure, brilliant and sincere as the physic! structure is

grand and dignified. With a clear voice
and a mind well stored with knowledge, Dr.
Snowden is an instructive and entertaining
speaker.
While he is a logician, his fund of
information is not confined to ecclesiastic
subjects, but ranges over a wide and varied
field.
Notwithstanding his high literary
attainments he is humble as a child.
As
Theodore Triton once said of Rev. Henry
Ward Beecher "credulous, like a boy.'

—

"During Dr. Snowden's residence
city he has

with

whom

won
he

in this

the admiration of

all

came

and

in

contact,

men
his

has been as pure as his disposition is
amiable.
As a lecturer and as a minister
he is the peer of any man in Arkansas, and
wherever he may go in the world's wide
arena lie will bear with him the admiration
of the people of Little Rock and the kve and
devotion of Ins parishioners.
Dr. Snowden
has that peculiar fascination which holds
life

fill."

until

komo. Indiana, and in March of the latter
year he accepted the pastorate of the church
in Sterling, Kansas, where he remained until
He then filled the pulpit at Nickerson
1895.
for three and one half years, but during that
time resided at Sterling.
He has not since
been actively identified with pastoral work,
but his labors have been most effective.
In
this connection we cannot do better than
quote from the biographical record which
appeared of him in the Western World:

"Being a man of broad
ture, his nature has

divine

principle

humanity as

—

and

liberal

cul-

imbibed largely of the

charity.

His confidence

whole is great, hence his
the masses of mankind.
He, like all other men, has enemies no doubt
among the bigoted and jealous, but his
in

popularity

friends

a

among

among

the other classes are legion.

In
the
preparation
his
of
sermons
he takes time and pains, never writing hurriedly n- carelessly and alwavs aiming to produce the best at his command.
His theology
partakes largely of the type of such men as
Brooks and Parker and Farrar. In manner
and style in the pulpit Dr. Snowden stands
1

among

the best pulpit orators.

ful, fervent, clear

and

He

is

grace-

distinct in his enunci-

always logical and forcible and always interests his audience, not only in himself but in his subject.
When he rises into

ation,

the full dignity of his theme his eloquence
entrancing."

During the years of

is

and even
before he accepted a pastorate, the Doctor
was widely known as a lecturer, and from
the platform he addressed the people on various subjects of broad interest. For several
his ministry

years past he has been a regular contributor
number of literary and scientific journals of this country.
He has also written
three honks, now in manuscript form, en-

to a

"Materialism Under the Microso pe,"
"Science. Bible and Christianity" and "The
titled

Seven most Prominent of the Twenty-five
World." His sermi 11-. many

Bibles of the

biogr.whic.il history.
of which have been published in the newspapers, if put in book form would make se\
eral v< lumes.
[e reads much to keep abreasi

ceived the degree

His lectures cover a wide
of the times.
range of subjects.
To show his versatility
and erudition we submit the titles of a pi >r
tion of them:
Evils o#f the Times, Unfold
>ignit) and Lab r. \\ t1<
ie
^ges,
ami Workers, The Expanded Life, The
On
Beautiful, The Next Thing, and others.

mother i two children, namel)
Mary
now the wife of \\*illiam Wallace HamNickerson,
>f
Kansas
and
)a> d
Harold, who is a youth of thirteen years
is now in school.
In [893 the Doctor purchased his present home farm in Sterling
township, Rice county, becoming tin
of one hundred and sixty acres,
[896 he took up his abode thereon. Hen<
has four hundred acres twelve miles away,
in Rice and Reno c< unties, and this

I

I

Vr

Ik-

The

subjects:

scientific

Heat,

i

Breathe,

\\ e

Ocean—Its

[Tie

man Race and What
f
Mineralogy
the
Arts and Sciences.
i

i

I

it

Cell

vs.

Creation,

Hard

[ce,

\\ ater,

Relation to the HuTeaches, ieoL g) and
<

Mountains, the

Rock)

On

sacred

the Bible, Literar)

I

subjects:

listorj of the

Bible, Socrates vs. Christ, Tekel

Upharsin,

The Now, The Then. Adam to Guiteau, and
many others. On humorous topics: Abuse
Language and Professional
Education and adresses to schools and colleges "ii temperance, etc.
The Doctor al&

of the English

finds considerable time to devote

t

scien-

investigation and experiments, in which
has acquired a reputation among scientific men.
A leading scholar and scientist
recently, on being asked what lie thought
of h. Sm 'wden. answered
"Well, mentally, morally and physically he is splendid.
There isn't one particle of egotism in him.
tific

lie

1

:

grand men of the day
lofty in thought and high in principle.
while 'practice what you preach' is his everyday life."
The Doctor is still a member of
the Indiana State Medical Society and at
one time was a member of the State Law Association.
Prior to 1896 he became a member of the State Bar Association of Kansas.
On the 2nd of December. 1874, Dr.
Snow den was united in marriage to Miss

He

—

is

really

Mary
Robert

one of the

E. Falconer, a daughter of the
S. and Mary (Sill) Falconer.

Hon.
Her

mother was born at Black Rock. New York,
in 181 1, and her father was a native of
Brooklyn, born in 1809. He died at Sugar
Grove, Pennsylvania, in February, 1S70. and
his wife passed away in June. [884.
Mrs.
Snowden has two brothers and one sister
1

yet

living.

Grove,

She

was educated

Pennsylvania, and in

at

Sugar

1802 she

re-

1

I

I

>octor of

I'hil<

Philander Smith College al Little Rock, Arand by her marriage ba-

kansas,
the

1

:

E.,

ilt< 'ii.

I

:

'

1

1

..

The

1

)'

a

ict< 'f is

member

1

if

the

b

ard

1

f

pen-

sion examiners for Rici county, is president of the board of United States e
ining surgeons for the interior, is a United

States examining surgeon f< r the war department, president of the Rice
Medical Society, and is the coroner of Rice
count)-.
He belongs to the Masonic fraternity, in which he was initiated in 01
Me now has a life member-hip in
in [865.
Sharon Lodge, No. 15. of Sharon. Wise nsin, and he also belong- to the Independent
I

1

Order of Odd Fellows in Sterling. EC;
and to the encampment at Litchfield. Illinois.
In the Masonic fraternity he has at-

tained the thirty-second degree.

Perhaps

a

summary of his character and wi rk
cannot be given than in the word- of Pr fessor E. C. Tuttle. who says
" \- a lecturer be ha- but few equals and
perhaps no superiors.
While his statements
ma} p ssibly be looked upon as somewhat exaggerated, it is nevertheless true that he is
remarkably well qualified, both by nature
and bis requirements, for the platform.
Though but in the prime of life. Dr. Snowden has acquired a brilliant reputatii :i
among lecturers. He has appeared in nearbetter

ly all the large cities

of the United

and many of the towns

uniformly receiving
warm welcome and the highest eno nnr
His return visits are more heartily welcomed
than bis brst. which is an unmistakable evidence of his power and popularity as a lecStates,

a

turer.

-

As

a thinker Dr.

and original

to a

thing,

Snowda

marked degree.

neither in science,

He
the

ac'

g)
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8i6

earnestly acknowledges

philosophy that does not coincide with
exalted conception of right and truth.
He is constantly seeking to bring out the
great treasure-house of nature thing's both
new and old, particularly the former. All
til

r

the available

portion of his

life

and

:

'Dr.

Snowden

is

a

man

dicates a

not only studies but analyzes.

is

Pennsylvania, a daughter of William and Margeritte Gordon) Condit, and
she married Mr. Davidson about 1852. Will-

county.

utters in-

1

who

iam Davidson was an excellent farmer and
before his death had succeeded in placing
himself in gfood financial circumstances. His
wife was a worthy helpmeet to him, and of

In choice of

their

ten

children

thev reared seven sons
all of whom married

and two daughters,

with the exception of Fulton, who died in
Kansas in 1886. The remainder of their
sons and the daughters are living, as follows:
William W., who is a well known
farmer of Reno county, and has four children; Orlando S., of Sioux City, Iowa, and
has two children James A. and Robert, who

it in all its force, to hearer or reader.
In
proof of this assertion we quote from the

:

are twins, the latter a farmer and lives one

mile north from James A., and has a young
daughter: Samuel Curtain, who lives three
miles south from James A., and has a son.
Anna E.. who married Martin Miller, by
whom she has five daughters, and the family
lives a mile and a half northeast of our subject: Luella, who married Orville Axtell
and has two children Ira C, who lives two
miles north of James A., and has a son and

Sentinel's notice of his lecture,

"Materialism Under the Microscope:"
'It
was without doubt the best expose of the
sophistry of the "cell theory" ever given to a
Milwaukee audience. The Doctor is a deep
and logical reasoner and has evidently studied the subject well. By his trenchant logic
he enabled his hearers to see the subject as
he himself sees it'

to

best

go county. Pennsylvania. April 21, 1856,
a son of .William and Emily (Condit) Davidson.
His father was a native of Venango county, horn about 1809. and he died in
His mother was born in Mercer
1877.

language few public lecturers are his equals.
The best words seem to have been chosen,
while the sentences of his lecture impress
Added
the hearer as models of language.
to this are sensible ideas, ease and grace in
delivery, all combined to make a lecture
that
is
thoroughly enjoyed by listeners,
critics though they be.'
"As a logician the Doctor is clear, forcible and convincing.
When he grasps a
subject he is able to formulate and present

Milwaukee

the

fanner and

has been

— one

of

native Pennsylvanians in Reno counJames A. Davidson, the successful
fruit grower of Plevna township, whose postofhce is at Plevna.
James A. Davidson was born in Venan-

ty,

of rare ability

Every sentence he
thinker and a scholar.

culture.

obligation

known

given to thought and study.
"As a scholar Dr. Snowden ranks high.
He does not believe in any kind of surface
He goes to the bottom of everywork.
thing he undertakes, which accounts in part
An editor himself
for his ripe scholarship.
said

her

One

commonwealth.

that

his

;

"

two daughters.

The

JAMES
The

A.

DAVIDSON.

Pennsylvania has sent out
to the west a class of men who have been
leaders in business enterprise wherever thev
have located and who in many parts of our
comparatively new country have as pioneers most worthily opened the way to advancing civilization.
Kansas has been favored in the manner suggested and most
state of

1

first

representatives of this family

Davidson in Reno county were James A.
and Robert and Fulton Davidson, who
came to the county from Illinois in 1882,
James A. having removed to the Prairie
state in 1880.
Mr. Davidson is still farming on his place of one hundred and ten
aqres, on which he located in 1882, when it
was prairie land in a state of nature. Every
fruit and shade tree on the place is of his
planting. He has a good apple orchard covering seven acres of ground, an acre of
of

MR.

AND

MRS. FAMES

A.

DAVIDSON AND FAMILY.
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d a

goodly number of cherry trees.
attention to fruit and is

special
le

He

town.

leading

hi

rticulturists

in

his

sold twenty-eight bushels oi cher

ries in [901 and other fruit in proportion.
His house was erected in iSSj. bul was
enlarged in [900, and his barn wa
pleted in 1SS7.
Mrs. Davidson is the owner
of a half section of rich land on the Ninnescah river, which came to her as a portion of
her father's estate and which was a part of
the valuable tract on which he herded his

many

cattle.

irs

old.

Mi-.

1

>.i\

id-

11

1-

a

stanch

Republican, devoted to the prinicples and
purposes of hi- party, and while not an active politician in the ordinary sense of the
term he exerts a recognized influence in local
Hi- rule ha- been to keep out of
affairs.
but be
of

office,

wa- induced

to take the office

he adinini-and -o satisfactorily that
lie and Mr-. Dahe was twice re-elected,
vidson are member- of the Congregational
church, in which he till- the offices of trustee and deacon.

of

justice

30

the

peace

and

abl)

Mr-. Davidson was in her maidenh
Miss
elestia Axtell, daughter of the late
1

(

Pliny F. Axtell. and his first wife, who was
Sarah Rice.
Pliny F. and Sarah (Rice)
Axtell reared three daughters. Olive, their
eldest daughter, is the wife of J. L. Snyder,
Celestia is the wife, of
of Sterling, Kansas.
of
this
sketch.
the immediate
subject
Ophelia married Prof. L. L. Dyche, of the
Kansas.
State University, at Lawrence.
Sarah Rice) Axtell died leaving the three
1

daughters mentioned. Mr. Axtell's second
wife was Martha Hitchcock, who bore him
six children, of whom four grew to maturLottie, who died at the age of -evenity.
teen years; Orville C. a farmer in Reno
county: Burton F.. who lives in Kiowa
county and- Blanche, the wife ni M. E. Hinman and lives in Plevna township. Mr.
Axtell'- children are all located on his estate of two and a half sections in Plevna'
township and two hundred acres at Sterling.
where he gave ten acres as a campus to
;

Cooper College.

He came

Kansas from
1874. and
farmed >n an extensive scale. He began life
in Illinois about 1850. without means and
became a man of much wealth and influence. He died of consumption at the age of
fifty-eight.
His wife. Martha (Hitchcock)
Axtell, died in 1884. at the age of forty-

Warren

county.

Illinois,

to

in

1

three years.

James A. and Celestia ( Axtell) Davidson were married in 1885. and have two
Karl V., a tall'
sons and one daughter:
youth of thirteen years, wdio holds out much
promise of a useful future: Mildred W.,
nine years old and Elmer Scoville, who is
:

LEWIS
The

F.

history of

SCHUMACH1
mankind

is

R

replete with

illustrations of the fact that it is only under
the pressure of adversity and the stimulus

of opposition that the best and strongest in
men are brought out and developed. Perhaps the history ,.f no people so forcibly
impresses one with the truth of this as the
annals of our own republic.
If anything

can inspire the youth of our country to
persistent, honorable and laudable endeavor,
it
should be the life record of such men as
he of whom we write. The example of the

few of our countrymen who have
from obscurity to the highe-t posi-

illustrious

risen

tions in the gift of the nation serves often
to

awe our young men

them

rather than to inspire
to emulation, because they reason that

only a few can ever attain such eminence;
but the history of such men as Lewis Fred-

Schumacher proves conclusively that
with a reasonable amount of mental and
physical power success is bound, eventually,
to crown the endeavors of those who have

erick

the ambition to put forth their best efforts,
and the will and the manliness to persevere
therein.

Mr. Schumacher is now engaged in the
furniture and undertaking business in Newton and his prosperity is the reward of industry and diligence. He was born in Erie
His
county. Pennsylvania, July 5. 1850.
father.

George Schumacher, was born in
in 1828-, and when eighteen years

Germany

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
of age came to America, the vessel in which

he sailed being for fifty-six days on the
water before dropping anchor in the harbor
of New York.
He there remained for several months, after which he removed to
Erie, Pennsylvania.
He was a cooper by
trade, but in the Keysfc me state he began
working as a farm hand by the month and
year, being thus employed until his marriage.
In 1849, when he was twenty-one
years of age, he wedded Catherine Fuessler, who was also a native of Germany, but
was nut In rn in the same province as her
husband.
Her father, Ernest Fuessler,
came with his family to this country when
the daughter was twelve years of age.
He
followed the tailoring business and was also
connected with the grocery trade in this
country. In his family were three children,

and Mr. Schumacher had three brothers
and a sister, all of whom came to America
after he had established his home in the
land of the free. He is now the only survivor and is living in the state of Washington with his children.
After his marriage he began farming upon rented land
in Erie county, Pennsylvania, but in the
fall of 1879 he came with his family to Kangoing first to Osborn. In that locality
he purchased a section of land of different
parties.
He brought with him ten thousand
dollars, which he had made through his
farming operations in the east and this he
invested in Kansas lands.
His wife died
while they were residing in Osborn, de-

sas,

parting this life in 1892, when nearly seventy years of age.
The father engaged in
stock-raising on quite an extensive scale

and

carried

when he

on

the business until

1894,

with a competency.
He
provided his children with good educational
privileges and five of his sons and two of
his sons-in-law have been
teachers.
He
has also assisted them in other ways, ever
being a considerate and liberal father.
In the family were ten children, seven
sons and three daughters, of whom Lewis
F.

retired

the eldest.

The

others are as follows
Emma, the wife of S. H. Sprinkle, who with
his family resides in Washington; Maria,
is

:

the wife of E. X". Keck, of Sioux City, Iowa,
by whom she has two children George J.,
an Evangelical preacher located at Hiawatha, Kansas, who is married and has five
;

Thomas

children:

E.,

Newton, Kansas, who
eight children; Charles,

engaged

in

confectioner

a
is

of

married and has

who

is

extensively

farming on the old homestead

and is married and has five
William, a twin brother of Charles,
and now a general merchant of Edmonds,
Washington, where he resides with his wife
in

this

state

children

ami

;

t\\M

children;

Samuel

B.,

a dealer in

and glass in Everett, Washington,
married and has three children;
Frank, who is a Methodist preacher of
Siloam Springs, Arkansas, is married and
paints

who

is

;

Catherine, the wife of Harvey Zimmerman,
a farmer of Osborn, Kansas, by whom she

has one daughter.
The subject of this sketch spent the
days of his boyhood and youth in Erie
county. Pennsylvania, and in the winter
mionths was a student in the public schools
near his home, while in the summer seasons
he worked on the home farm.' In 1868 he
determined to improve the opportunities afforded by the west and making his way to
Benton count}', Iowa, he was there engaged
in teaching school through eight winter
terms.
On the 1 st of October, 1872, Mr. Schu-

macher

was married to Miss Mary A.
Mickey, of Benton county, a daughter of
Martin Mickey, of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, who at the time of the great excitement in California concerning the discover) of gold crossed the plains in 1849.
In 1 85 1. however, he retraced his steps as
far as Iowa and there took up his abode.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Schumacher have been

born eight children, of whom five are still
living:
Bertha E., the wife of David B.
Reeves, of Newton, by whom she has three
children;
Blanche, "the wife of Cyrus
Stauffer Orlando, who assists his father in
;

business; Harry, who is also in the store;
and Ethel, a little maiden of eleven summers. Those who have passed away are

Clementine

Stella,

who was

the eldest and

BIOGRAPHICAL HIS'lORY.
died

of seven years; William
died in infancy; and Mamie,

the age

at

who

Henry,

died

\vli<>

him a liberal patri nage in the conduct of
the enterprise which now claims his atten-

the age of two years.
after their marriage Mr. and Mrs.

Soon
Schumacher took up their abode on his farm
acres, upon which they resided
eight years.

r

I

to

JULIUS

he sold his property in towa and
to Kansas with his family, settling
>sborn in 1881.
There he embarked in

came
(

the hardware business

in

connection

with

his
Samuel under the firm name
of Schumacher Brothers, and for twelve
years they conducted a profitable business,
at the end of which time our subject sold his
bri titer

and went south on account of

interest

He

health.

and

there

On

his

located in Cleveland, Tennessee,
he also conducted a hardware

store for three

and a half years.

the expiration of that period he re-

turned b
tablished

sunny Kansas and in 1892 he esfurniture and undertaking
his

Newton as a member of the firm
Edwards & Schumacher.
That connecwas maintained until May, 1900. since
which time Mr. Schumacher has been in

pari

TK< lUSLOT.

R.

the expiration of that

period
in

9

at

of eighty
Ei

\i

rs in

i>i

tion

with
his son-in-law. Cyrus
Stauft'er.
He has a well appointed store,
supplied with a large and well selected stock
of furniture of all descriptions, and his
large sales annually return to him a good
partnership

dividend on his investment. In the undertaking part of his business he is also meeting with good success.
The family home
is at No. 115 West First street, where they
have resided for live years, and the household is the center of a cultured society circle.
Fraternally Mr. Schumacher is connected with the Modern Woodmen of America.
In politics he is a Republican but has
never si night >r desired office and has served
in no political position save that of a member
f the schi ol
board.
He and his wife
hold membership in the Baptist church and
are pe pie of the highest respectability, enj< lying the warm regard of all.
Throughout
his business career Mr. Schumacher has followed the mi st honorable business methods,
1

1

winning his success al< ng the lines
mate trade, and his fair dealing,
treatment and reasonable prices secure to

Julius R. Trouslot is a locomotive engineer running on the Santa be railroad.

He makes

His home in Newton, Harvej
Kansas, where he is well known,
born
was
in Nauvoo, Illinois, July 25,
[851, and is of French lineage, his father.
Eugene Trouslot. having been born in the
north of France. In [850 he came to America accompanied by his wife and one son.

county.
lie

He

was a cabinet maker and carpenter by

trade, serving a seven years' apprenticeship
at

those lines of business in Paris.

He

be-

came one of the lteriau society that settled in Nauvoo before the Mormons located
there, and later he removed to Highland,
Iowa, about 1853.
When four years had
passed he returned to Illinois, and spent his
last days in Sandwich, where he died in
The
1889, at the age of seventy-two years.
mother of our subject died in 1852, leaving two sons:
Eugene C. who is station
agent on the Chicago, Burlington & Ouincy

railnad at Prairie City. Illinois, and is
married and has three daughters: and Julius
R., of this review.
After the death of his
first wife, the father was again married and
by that union had one son, Roland C. who
resides at Cripple Creek, Colorado.
He is
also married and has two children.
Trouslot.
whose
Mr.
name introduces
this review, obtained his education in

Sand-

wich, Illinois, completing the high

school

had earned
own living, leaving home at the age of
twelve years to work as a farm hand. He
also drove a delivery wagon in Aurora,
md in 1869 he became connected
with railroad service as a fireman on the
Chicag Burlington & Ouincy railroad, bis
home being at Galesburg, Illinois.
^.bout
five years later he was given his first engine
drawing freight trains from Galesburg.
On the 21st f October, 1878. he
became a resident f Kansas, establishing
course, but prior to this time he
his

.

1

1
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his home in Tooeka, and from that city he
ran on a freight train until the 1st of
March. 1878. when he was given a passenger train running 'between Topeka and
Newton. On the 15th of June of that year
he took a construction train from Wichita
on the new line extending south of that"
city, being thus engaged until the 26th of
December, 1879, when he returned to the
passenger service, running between Newton
and \\ infield, Kansas. On the 1st of January, 1880, he took the first passenger train
to Arkansas City, running between New-

ton and Arkansas City, and on the 1st of
July of the same year he was transferred
to Caldwell, remaining- on the latter run until
1886.
When the Santa Fe opened up
the Galveston division, he was placed in
charge of an engine drawing a train from
Newton to Arkansas City and such has
been his employment since.
He is a most
trusted and capable representative of the
operative division of the road, discharging
his duties in a most painstaking manner.
On the 6th of May, 1878, Mr. Trouslot
was united in marriage in Galesburg, Illinois, to Miss Lettie E. Sanford, who was
born at Danby Station, Illinois, fortv miles
south of Chicago, her parents being Frank
and Ellen (Atwood) Sanford, both of

whom

were natives of Vermont, the father

being born in Cornwall, the mother in
Shoreham. Mr. Sanford was a carpenter
by trade and for a number of years engaged
in contracting

and building. Thev had two
children, the brother of Mrs. Trouslot be-

ing Herbert A. Sanford, of Chicago.
In
1856 the parents had removed to Galesburg,
Illinois, where Mrs. Sanford died, her
husband surviving until 1886, when he was
laid by her side in a cemetery
of that city.
On the 26th of December, 1879, Mr.
Trouslot arrived in Newton from 'Wichita
and has since made his home in this place.
In 1892 he bought a pleasant residence
at
the corner of West Fifth and Plum streets,
and here he and his family extend the hospitality of the household to their
many
friends.
Unto our subject and his wife
were born three children: Frank C, who
:is

employed as a salesman

in

a

store

in

Newton; Winnie

who

home; and Julius

at

E.,

youth of thirteen years.
Mr. Trouslot is a very prominent Mason,
having attained the thirty-second degree of
the Scottish rite.
He also belongs to the
Ancient Order of L'nited Workmen, is a
Select Knight, and is identified with the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers,

Charles,

is

a

while of the insurance organization of this
society he is secretary.
He exercises his
right of franchise in support of the men and
measures of the Republican party. He is a

most genial and attractive gentleman of line
personal appearance, broad minded and of
unfailing courtesy.
He makes friends
wherever he goes and is very popular among
all who know him.
His long connection
with the railroad service

is

an indication of

his ability and fidelity and he enjoys in high
measure the confidence of those whom he

represents.

It

with pleasure

is

we

to our readers his life history, for

claims

him among

its

present

Newton

representative citzens.

Mr. Xewton belongs to Lodge No. 142,
Xewton; Arkansas Chapter, No. 27,
Royal Arch Masons; Newton Commandery,
No. 9, K. T. Wichita Consistory, No. 2
Isis Temple, Mystic Shrine, of Salina and
the Order of the Eastern Star. Xewton
Chapter No.- 5.
He was the high priest of
Arkansas Chapter, No. 27, for two years,
and grand patron of Kansas of the Order
of the Eastern Star, in 1885-6.
Mrs. Trouslot also belongs to the Order of the Eastern
Star, Chapter No. 5, and she was grand maof

;

;

'

tron of Kansas in 1894-5.

ABRAHAM
An

energetic

and honored

Abraham

L.

SHOWALTER.

and

citizen of

L. Showalter.

progressive

farmer

Kingman county is
who has spent many

years of his

life in the Sunflower state. He
in Cass county, Illinois, in 1857,
a member of an old and highly respected
family of that state. His father, Abraham

was born

Showalter, was born
Virginia, while his
walter.

Sr.,

was

in

Pulaski

county,

father, Abraham Shoa native of Pennsvlvania

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
and

was of

The father
nois in [849,

<

a

Pennsylvania
our subject

I

that

hatch

mi

i

when

>\

ti

i

[Hi

lie

was

Virginia to Sarah Baker, a naOld Dominion and a daughHe, too, claimed Virter of Caleb Baker.
in

tive also oi the

and

ginia as the state of his nativity,

his

occurred in Cass county, Illinois,
where he had removed in an early iday.
Unto this worth) couple were born nine
death

children,

eighl

oi

whom

are

now

living,

namely: Alary J., Kate, Sal ana, Eveline,
John, George, Emma and Abraham L.
Three of the sons now make their home
in Kansas, the brothers of our subject beJohn, a resident of McPherson counThe
oi Franklin county.

ing:
ty,

and George,

father

followed the tilling of the s< il as a
upation and in political matter- he

Democracy.
The cause of Christianity ever found in him
a tirm friend and active worker, and for a

supp

rted the principles of the

number

of years he served as a
Baptist church.
His death occurred
when he had reached the fortieth milestone
on the journej of life, and at that age his
i

the

wife was also called to the home beyond.
Abraham L. Showalter, whose name iuthis review, spent his youth and
early manhood on an Illinois farm, and to
-

the public
state he

is

school system of the Prairie
indebted or the school privileges

which he received, but since putting aside
his text-books he has greatly added to his
knowledge through reading, observation
and practical experience, thus becoming a
well informed man.
In [872 he left the
his yi uth for the new and unsubdued west, and for two years thereafter

made
sas,

his

home

in

McPherson county, Kan-

near the present

site

of

Mound

Ridge.

1878 he took up a homestead in Ness
.county. Kansas, and afterward sold it.
In
1880 he fook up his abode near Altoona,
In

Wilson county,

this state, there residing for
the following year-, when, in 1884. he came
to Kingman county, and from that time until

riy acres of rich and
four hundred and
fertile land, two hundred acre- of which are
under an excellent state of cultivation, and
there he 1- extensively engaged in farming
and stock-raising.
As a business man he
i- practical and progressive, and .along the
line of his chosen vocation he 1- meeting
w ith well merited su<
In McPherson county Kansas, on
the
Mr. Showalter was
31st of July. 1879.
united in marriage to Viola Bell, a daugh'i Stephen
tei
Sell,
w ho was b >rn in Virginia and was among the earl) pioneers
of McPherson county, Kansas, where he located in 1871.
He passed away in death
in 1901, at the age of sixty-two years, an
In- widow, who bore the maiden name of
fi

ed

commonwealth was

new and unsubdued country,

married

821.

1892 maintained his residence near

New

Murdock. In the latter year he bought the
place on which he now resides, consisting of

1

I

1

Mar) Showalter, now
county. Kansas.
are
\\

..

resides in

Sedgwick

Mr. and Mrs. Showalter

the parents of

three children.

— Albert

Myrtle and Audie, and three of then-

children also died in childhood.
The independent party receives Mr. Showalter's
heart) support and co-operation, and for a
number oi years he has served as a member
of the school board.
Socially he is a member of the Independent Order of
>dd hollows and
the \\ n idmen.
Both he and his
wife are earnest Christian people and have
<

1"

1

'<

long been worthy

members and active workThe family are
highly esteemed in the community in which

ers of the Baptist church.

many years of their lives have
passed and enjoy the warm regard
large circle of friends and acquaint;
so

been
1

f

<

DAVID DUNCHAM HUDSON".
One
farmers

of the substantial and progressive
of Ellsworth county, Kansas, is

David Duncbam Hudson, who was born on
June 5, [857, in Canada, and he was a
son of Robert and Sarah (Redpath) Hudf
Scotson.'both of whom were natives
They both located in Canada, after
land.
1

their native land, the former in
1837, and the latter in 1843, and there they
married and engaged in farming.
Robert Hudson was borjir in Si

leaving
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on November 15, 1818, and came to Canada when about fifteen years of age, with
His mother died on the pashis parents.
Robert grew to manhood in Canada
sage.
and there married Sarah Redpath, who belonged to an old Scotch family and who
was born on August 29, 182 1, and who

came

to

Canada

in early

womanhood.

gaged extensively in
raising and fanning, beginning practically
His seven children were
with nothing.
these:
Sarah E., deceased, was the wife

cattle-

of Charles Robinson, of Ellsworth county
Margaret died in early womanhood; Mrs.

who was born on September 8, 1853,
Canada; William W., who died in this
county David Duncham, who is the subdied in early
ject of this sketch; Jane
womanhood; and Robert Brace, who is a
prominent farmer of Ellsworth county,
further mention of whom may be found 111
another portion of this volumie. Mrs. Hudson passed out of life on January 14, 1899,
Earis,
in

;

at the

.

ther.

In

1S59 Robert Hudson and family started to
the United States, remaining long enough
in the state of Michigan to harvest a crop,
and then started by team to Kansas, with
He located near
his wife and six children.
Manhattan, which was then in Davis county, but which is now included in Riley county, and in the fall of 1866 he rented land
and removed his family to Empire township,
His death occurred
in Ellsworth county.
on June 18, 1883. During life he had enstock-raising,

and forty acres of land. He now has one
hundred acres under cultivation and feeds
from seventy-five to one hundred head of
With his brother he built up a fine
cattle.
business and successfully carried on the
great stock business established by the fa-

age of seventy-eight years.

David Duncham Hudson, who is the
subject of this sketch, was but two years
of age when the family came to Kansas and
was mne years old when location was made
in Ellsworth county.
His education was
pursued in the old log school-house which
his father assisted to build, on his farm,

Air.

Gilkison, and

county, Ohio.
that state

she

was born

Her

and came

in Jefferson
parents were natives of

to

Ellsworth county

in

1S7S. when she was nine years of age, locating on section 34, where they still reside.
One girl, Inez W., has been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Hudson, her birth taking place on

March

23, 1901.
Politically Mr.

Hudson has never been
anything but a stanch Republican, but his
ambition has never been in the line of ofin fact. Mr. Hudson has never
fice-holding,
been willing to entertain any such proposition.
He is a man thoroughly interested in
all matters which promise to be of benefit
family,
to his country, state, county and
but is content to permit th< ise w In im he can

—

He owns
trust to manage public affairs.
finest stock farms in the county,
located at the confluence of the Thompson
and Spring creeks and has an unfailing supply of water, and has also one of the finest
groves of original timber, containing large
one of the

oak. elm and ash trees, in which he spends
much time during the summer heat.
Air. Hudson is a representative man of

Ellsworth county and comes of a leading
family. All of its members are honored citizens and have been prominent in progressive and useful enterprises ever since locating here.

this being
the first school-house in the
county, and the ruins of it still stand. Un-

1898 our subject was interested with his
Bruce Hudson, in farming
and stock-raising. His early life was spent
in herding cattle on the plains, but in the
above named year the brothers made a division of their interests and our subject
retained the homestead, with eight hundred

Hudson was married on February

24, 1898, to Miss Carrie Gilkison, who was
a daughter of Absalom and Mary (Taylor)

AXGEEO COLSOX.

til

brother, Robert

Angelo Colson is a well known carpenter
and land-owner living at Ionia. He was
born at Brook Farm, West Roxbury, Massachusetts, July 18, 1846.
ing Nathaniel Howe and
(

Kingsley)

Colson.

his parents

be-

Hannah Stone

His paternal

grand-

BIOGK.irinc.il. HISTORY.
father was Samuel Colson, a native £ Plym
outh county, Massachusetts, where he spent
his entire life.
Eie was
farmer, dairyman
and a tack maker, and enjoyed the high ref
spect
all with whom he was associated.
His wife bore the maiden name of Muriel
1

.1

1

Among their children was NaHowe Colson, who was born in
Abington, Plymouth
county, Ma
Whitney.

thaniel

setts,

July

Howe,

of ELlias

machine,
father

of

it

Na
our subject was named.
Colson was a shoemaker by
was
the .lays when that occupation
important cue, as the manufacture
11.

trade in
verj

anil

Ik- was a relative
[815.
the inventor of the sewing
was in his honor that the

of

thaniel
a

17.

shi es

l>v

machinery had net yet become
lie was a member

a recognized industry,

of the Brook

Farm community

or associa-

te 11 during its existence and he had a wide
acquaintance among distinguished people,
including Horace Greeley. Charles A. Dana.
Ralph \V. Emerson. Henry 1). Thoreau,
Theodore Parker, George Ripley, and Margarel Ossoli, all of whom were leading
members of the association. After the dis.- luti( n
E the society Mr. Colson returned
to Abington and 111 [852 he went to Mon
mouth county. New Jersey, joining the
\i rtfi
American Phalanx, an association
1

somewhat
but having
of the

similar to that of Brook Farm,
more industrial features and less

dreamy idealism

Farm an

that

made the Brook
The North.

unprofitable venture.

American Phalanx ended it- existence in
[855 and Mr. Colson then removed to ValWest Virginia,
Mills, Wood county,
where he remained until 1885, the year of
There
hi- arrival in Jewell county. Kansas.
he spent his remaining days with his sons,
who came to the county in 1871. Here his
death occurred June 6, 1896. at the age of
eighty-one years.
He was twice married,
his first union being with Vary
Thayer
Hunt, a daughter of Ebanger and Vary
Thayer) Hunt, to whom he was married
ley

1

Abington. Massachusetts. May 14. 1837.
death occurred November 11. 1839.
and their only son, Orlander Hunt Colson. was born on April
n. 1838, and
died in October, 18;
For his second
in

Her

w

823

the father civ se

ife

I

tannah Ston<

a name of .Maine and a daughter of
Benjamin and Hannah (Stone) Kingsley.
place in
» k
nd marriage
lanson,
Her father
Massachusetts, Jul) 2, 1843.
was a native of Rhode Island and in t8oo
His wife had two
removed
Maine.

ley,

1

to

to

who

served in the Revolutionary
Mr. Colson's second marriage
were six children, namely: Elmer
Hewitt, who was born at Brook harm, Augusl 31, 1844, and is now a leading agriculturist and stock-raiser of Jewell county;
Angel* : Herman, who was born at Abings
ton, Massachusetts, March 5, 1849. ana
now a merchant in Ionia, Kansas; Wenona,
in March 4. [854, and died at
who was
the age of nine years; Mirs. Medora Kincheloe, who was born at Valley Mills. West
living in
Virginia, in 1859, and is now
Jewell county, Kansas: and Victor, who
was born at Valley Mills, June -'4, 1866,
and. is a resident farmer of Jewell county.
he mother of these children is still living
and is acting as housekeeper for her son
She was born at Athens, Somerset
^.ngelo.
county, Maine. April 23, 1821, but though
now eighty years of age she is still active
and energetic, performing her household
duties with wonderful dispatch for one who
has traveled so far on life's journey.
brothers
war.

l'._\

there

>

li,

I

Angelo learned the

He was
various

carpenter's

trade.

with his father's family during the
changes in residence until 1871,

when he came

to Kansas and on the i8t'.i
September of that year he secured a
homestead claim consisting of the southwest quarter of section 25, town 4 south, d
range 10 west,
>dessa township.
He has
always owned land in this county, yet he

of

—

<

has

vv<

which
first

in

rked at the carpenter's trade

in Ionia,

the place of his residence.
years after his arrival he

For the
engaged

is

live

farming, but his land
taken two or

is

now

three

rented.

He

prospecting
trips to Colorado and Montana, where he remained hr about three years. Actively associated with the building interests, he has
been connected with the erection of many
of the leading structures in Ionia and the
surrounding country.
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the time of the Civil war Mr. Colson
his loyalty to his country by enlistFebruing, at Parkersburg, on the ioth of
Company A,
ary', 1865. as a member of

At

proved

Third West Virginia Cavalry, with which
he joined the Army of the Potomac, and
he saw service in Maryland and Virginia.
On the 15th of June of the same year he
He bewas mustered out, at Wheeling.
longs to Ionia Post, No. 78. Grand Army
of the Republic, of which he has served as
the comlmander and is now the adjutant.
He is also past grand and at present is the
financial secretary of Ionia Lodge, No. 264,
F., while with the Cawker City
I. O. O.
Lcjdge, No. 125, A. F. & A. M., he also
holds membership.
Mr. Colson is widely recognized as one
of the leading residents of the southwest
He has been a
portion of Jewell county.

of

township trustee

He

vears.

is

Ionia

township

five

reliable in business, enterpris-

ing and progressive in his citizenship, and
1

true to

vate

all

life

is

the duties which public and prihave imposed upon him.

PETER

M. SPANIOL.

community numbers him among

resentative citizens.

He

namely:

Peter,

review; William,

on a farm
dren
five

;

who

is

the subject oj this
married and resides

in Illinois, but they

Adam,

have no

chil-

wd:o died at the age of thirty-

years, in Topeka,

departed this

Kansas; John, who
leaving a wife
is engaged

life in Illinois,

and three children; Jacob, who

in agricultural pursuits in the Prairie state,

and he has four children; and Frank, who is
engaged in farming eighty acres of the old
homestead.

At

his death the father left

four

hundred acres of land in Illinois and three
hundred and twenty acres in Kansas. The
mother was called to the home beyond in
March, 1877, having reached the sixtyeighth milestone on the journey of life,
while the father passed away in January,
1 901, and both were members of the Cathchurch.
Peter M. Spaniol, of this review, received
the educational advantages afforded by the
common schools of his locality, and be remained under the parental roof until after
his marriage, which occurred on the 25th of
olic

November, 1879, Miss Marie Anderson becoming his wife. She was born in Denmark
March 25. 1862, a daughter of Claud and'
Margaret Anderson, also natives of. that

Peter M. Spaniol, residing on a farm in
Huntsvilje tow-nshio. Reno county, devotes
his energies to agricultural pursuits, and
the

ton county, Illinois, where they reared six
sons,

its

rep-

claims the Prairie

state as the place of his nativity, his birth'

haying occurred in Peoria county, April 27,
1857. His father, Jacob Spaniol, was born
in France, on the border of Germany, in
1829. His father and mother died when he
was quite small, and he was afterward
reared by relatives in Germany, being early
trained to the labors of the farm.
When
eighteen years of age he left his home across
the sea. and after landing in New York'
made his way to Chicago. In 1856, in Peoria county, Illinois, he was united in marriage with Catherine Snyder, a native of
Germany, who came to this country with
her parents and grandparents.
After their
marriage Mr. and Mrs. Spaniol located on
a farm in Brooks Creek township, Livings-

country.

The

father

still

resides

farm on which he was born, but

on the
his wife

passed away in January, 1899, at the age
of seventy-one years.
They reared eight
children, as follows:
Eliza, who still resides in Denmark and is the wife of John
Sivertsi n, by whom! she has four living children; John, who makes his home Jtear
Plevna, Kansas, and is the father of nine
children; Carrie, the wife of Chris Munson, of Illinois, and they have seven children Elizabeth, who became the wife of
Lewis Ipson, by whom she has ten children,
and the family make their home in Huntsville township; Marie, the wife of the subject of this sketch; Sena, the wife of Lewis
Johnson, of New- Zealand, and they have
four
children
Annie,
the
deceased
wife of Nick Hanson, her death occurring in 1899, leaving four children;
and James, who is a resident erf Knox,
Stark
county.
Indiana,
and
has
a
;

;

0?'2a//9?^

amd

-vu^X^

Y&^n?i&£

GRAPHICAL HIS1
Mrs. Spaniol was
wife and two children.
reared from th<
John Andersi n. win had lost his
last daughter.
I'm.' Mr. ami Mrs
have been born seven children, namely:
Jacob, who wa
-till unLivingston count) Illii
der the parental roof; William 1... who is
nineteen years of age; Frank, aged
years Mabel, who 'lied in [896, al
'lara. \m.i: d
of seven years
aged, respectively, nine. -i\ ami four years.
Mr. ami Mr-. Spaniol took up their
abode in Kansas nineteen
iSSj. here taking up the arduous task of
improving raw prairie land, hut their efforts
have been crowned with a high degree of
Success and thee are
improved property.
a valuable and well
Their landed possessions o
uncle,

|

,

:

(

;

plete

were there

failure

who may

well be

red

-ketch,
•

1

the

town of Anthony

hundred and

twi
is

also

extensively engaged in the buying and

sell-

lie

ittle and hogs, and always has on
hand from fifteen to twenty head of horses.
His commodious and well appointed farm
residence was erected in [900, and a beau-

tiful

•

rch

acres,

nsistii

ci

peach, pear, cherry and apricot

tree-,

adds much to the attractive appear
value of the place.
On his farm .are also
three artificial fish ponds, all supplied from
one well, and the catfish, carp and other fish
found therein furnish excellent food tor his
table.
Mrs. Spaniol has nobly assisted her
husband in clearing and impn >ving their
farm and bringing it to its present
I

!

of cultivation.
While in Denmark, when
fifteen years of age. she was given U]
of consumption, but she is still very active,
and has ever pn ved to her husband a true
helpmate for the journey of life. The fam-

highly esteemed by all who have the
pleasure of their acquaintance.
ily

is

OBADIAH
No compendium
up< n

the life

this

oi

who

.and

i>

known

.me of the sterling pioneers of the state.
Mr. Jennings is a name ol the old
having been born
county. Pennsylvania, on the 2d -1" Ictober,
1

.

I

lie was reared in the tow n oi
[83
armichaels, where he received hi- early edu\i
training in the public sch » ils.
1

1

.

began

the age of eighteen years he

.an

ap-

prenticeship at the backsmitl

Pennsylvania, and upon attaining
opened a -hop of his

.

hi-

own

legal majority he

Pennsylvania, where lie
remained about four year-, after which he
returned to his native town and there a nat

Pierceville,

to follow his trade until [86o, in
April of which year he came with his wife
two children to Mount Pleasant, Iowa.

tiriued

.and

principally to wheat and corn,

pie.

subjeel

a-

•

1

maki

t"

termed the father

JEXX-IXGS.
purporting

histi ries

'ft

to

touch

1
.

been concerned in the upbuilding and development of Harper county would he
m52
<-<

and there established himself in u
smith business. In 1862 he removed thence
to Knoxville, Illinois, where he followed his
trade until June. [864, when he located
Ittawa, that State, and there remained until
[872. His next location was at Streator,
i

(

lllin. is, where he was engaged in the hardware and implement business until Novem[877, when he came to Wichita, Kan-

ber,
sas,

.and

turned hi- attention

the

to

gram

There he remained until
\pnl
[878, when, in company with thirteen
other- lie came t" Harper county and located the town of Anthony, \pril 6, [878.
The Anthony- T
had been or113
ganized in Wichita, with a membership of
twenty-four individuals, the object being to
establish a town in Harper a unty.
After
spending three or foui riays in traveling
over the prairies in search
a desirable
site, the fourteen repn
the company finally made choice of the present site
of. the town of Anthony as t'.ie most desirable in the county, the town of Harper having been located and platted the preceding
business.
1

-1.

I

1'

1

E

year.
Of the original fourteen Who thus
founded the town only three are residents
Mr. Jenof Anthony at the present time.
nines and Messrs. Jacob Herzer and W. P.

—

Olmstead.
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The

site

of the

ected

t

on

the 6th of April, and the following day the
party returned to Wichita and there began
making proper arrangements for the building of the new town. The members of the
company began hauling lumber and within
thirty days each of the twenty-four had
erected his dwelling, and the town site was
legally "proved up" on the 3d of August.
Mr. Jennings erected a business building on

Main street, where the
now located, and he was

the north side of

Racket store

is

town company, continuing to till this ffice and to ably manage
its affairs until the lots were sold and the
The original site was
business closed up.
one-half mile wide and one mile long., the
width being taken equally from sections 24
and 2$. For a period of about three years
Mir. Jennings gave his entire time and attention to the interests of the town company, surveying, locating and selling lots
and otherwise keeping a watchful eye on

made

president of the
-

the affairs of the now promising village.
After thus closing up the company's business he engaged in the real-estate, loan and
insurance business, in which he has since

continued, having through

this

enterprise

done much to fi rward the interests of this
and to advance the material prosperity and upbuilding of the town of which
he is one of the honored founders. He had
filed entry to one hundred and sixty acres
locality

of land adjoining the town site, duly proving up on the same, and in 1882 he platted
eighty acres of this tract under the title
of Jennings' addition to the village of Anthony. In his real-estate enterprises he was
1

with various partners.

Finally,

in [885, his son, Lewis G., now a member
of the firm of Jennings & McColloch, Liecame his coadjuti r, and the Anthony Land
Company was then organized, with the subject d this sketch as president. About three
1

years later this was merged into the Anthony Lean & Trust Company, of which
Mr. Jennings continued as president.
In
1887 the firm name of O. Jennings & Sons
was adopted, the business carried on being
in the handling of real estate, the extending
of financial loan- and the representing cf
ten or more of the leading foreign and do-

Mr. Jennings
mestic insurance companies.
continued to lead an active and busy life
until
900. when his advancing y<
the continued ill health of li ed him to withdraw from the firm, which
J

was then reorganized under the title of
Jennings & McColloch, Mr. McColloch having charge of the law department, which
was then added to the functions of the concern. During his residence in Anthony Mr.
Jennmg> has negotiated for and superin-

tended the building of four brick business
structures, in

whose erection foreign

capital

was enlisted, three of these buildings being
on the south side of Main street, between
Bluff and Jennings avenues, the last mentioned of which was namejd in his honor.
In [885 he erected the buildings known as
the Jennings Block, on the north side of

Main street, and now occupied by the department store of Firestone & Ho pes.
To the subject of this review the city
Anthony

owe a debt of gratitude
he has put fort!
and builder. He has been m> -t pi
ly and intimately identified with the
of the place from the time of its inception,
and has devoted his energies ti making it
of

for the

will ever

rts

effi

m

he
cities

much

fst

attractive

In politics

as a stalwart supporter of the

lican party

as

pi

way

encouraging settlement.

known

and

Kansas, having
of building residences and
improving the town property and
southern

in

in the

mayor

and

of

its

he

is

Repub-

and he served
two terms and for

principles,

Anthony

an equal period as a

for

member

of the municiDuring the greater portion of
the time he has resided here he served as
a member >f the board of education, the newpal council.

<

high school buildings having been erected
within his term of service in this capacity.
Fraternally he is a prominent and honored
member of the Masonic order, being a charter member of Anthony Lodge. Xo. 200. A.
F. & A. M.. and of Anthony Commandery,
No. 37. of the Knights Templar. He was
one of the organizers and a charter member
f
the Congregational church of An1

e

ted

wi rkers,

of

its

i;-'

-;

zealous

having been promi-

nent in the work of the Sundav-sc'
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taken a leading

ally

v

een

fi

pi;

member

of the

nineteen, and his life
th

ded

marriage

to

[Catharine Mtomyer,
ie

\

She was a woman of
age.
nd deep reli
and her life was a benediction in
Mrs.
came under her influence.
all win
ternal rest
Jennings was summoi
[9th of June. [901, and her loss

Mr.

V

1

1

the millinery

in
J<

hn E.

is

employed

of the Wellsat Kansas City,

Logan county, and

Company
is a member of the firm
Lewis
Jennings & McColloch, to which referI

r.

bei
11.

is

Bi ttle

the head

t>

made; and William

okkeeper for the Streator
ipany.

i

ROBERT

1'.

McCOLLOCH.

Harper canity. Kansas, the legal
] ha- a distinguished and able representative in the person of Mr. M<
cumbent of the ffice f county attorney at the time of this writing and who
In

1

1

1

f

of his

as a man of high intellectuality.
technical skill and ability in the line

;

iver

1

eaker.

and

lie has natur-

sixty-

rned in
if a
local nature and
public
tified with the
unty during a long term of year-.
1

-

sterling

manhood and pub-

he gave hi- support
to the Republican party, and duri
war of the Rebellion he was one of the
nd zealous upholders of t'
of the Union, rendering valuable service to
lic

In

spirit.

I

le

politics

was

a lifelong

member

of the

Presbyterian church, of which he served
many year- as elder. His w
at the age of sixty-three years, and of their
nine children seven are living at the presSolomon A., who has
ent time, namely
been f- r a long term of years clerk of the
court of common pleas in Logan
Ohio; Alice, who is the wife of Jacob K.
of Bellefontaine, that county; Calvina. who is the wife of Charles McLaughlin, vice-president of the Bellefontaine National Lank: Caroline, the widow of Will1

:

iam Wishart. and now
:

Sarah,

tile

wife

lives
1

if

William M<

<

re,

who is engaged in the real-estate business
in the city of Chicago; Robert P.. the im-

n

marked

William

there passed his entire

ne years

e

--

nnsylvania.

'1

ail

I

having

nativity,

his

endeared
character and unvaryShe is survived by rive chiling- kindliness.
dren, of whom we enter brief n
eof M. W. Jack.
president of the Streator Bottle & Glass
... f Streator, Illinois; .Mary J.

ii

been born in Logan county, Ohio, on the
i
2d
August, [859, the son £ William and
Nancy (E

1

;

is

iierpri-e

•

of

work he

estate,

real

who removed

county when she

Anthony;

d

•

victii ns,

in

place of

1

eing the daughter of

tl

I

J

a

,

Westmoreland
county,

it is

nature.
additi<

on the
Mr. Jennings was
Miss Katharine I..

'

hut

as

which
In

county,
August, [853,

ln'( ireene

united in

of the

ir

man)

>r

lie has been a

iul teachers,
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t

garet, the

widow

resident of

and
of this sketch
of Henry M. M<
:

Mar-

Markleton, Pennsylvania.
;

ther

1

f
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our subject, was born in Ohio canity. West
Virginia, and he removed thence to Ohio
in an early day. becoming one of the pioneers of Logan o unty, where he cleared a
farm and there continued to make his home
until his death, at the venerable age of ninety-six years. He became also an authorized
minister of the Baptist church', and in this
capacity he did a faithful and effective work
in Ohio in the pioneer days, being one of
the most conspicuous figures in the history
of the Baptist church in Ohio in the early

He was of Scotch parentage and
held to the religious faith which had been
Hi- son William, father of the subtheirs.
ject of this review, was likewise active in
church work, as has already been intimated,
and he also was prominent in the history of

epoch.

offices

county, where he served in various
of public trust.

Robert P. McColloch passed his b< >yh n d
in his native county and after completing
course
of study in the high school of
a
Bellefontaine he was matriculated, in 1878,

Wittenberg College,
where he continued

in

at

Springfield,

James A.
Huston, under the firm name of Huston &
McCi
ch, the two gentlemen having come
here in company from the same town, and
4

he formed a partnership with
1'.'

1

they here entered upon the active practice
of their profession, gaining a clientele of
representative order and being concerned in
much of the important litigation coming beThis professional alliance
fore the courts.

continued inviolate until 1898. when it was
abn gated by the removal of Mr. Huston to
Winfield, Kansas, and thereupon our subject entered his present partnership with
Lewi- i. Jennings, a legal department being thus added to the well established realloan and insurance agency with
estate,
which Mr. Jennings had long been identified, the firm name being now McColloch &
Mt. McColloch controls a fine
Jennings.
general practice, and has been particularly
prominent in Connection with real-estate
(

transactions and litigatii 11-, in which special
He
line he has attained a high reputation.
has handled legal business in more than
sixty different counties of Kansas, and in
branch of his practice has controlled a
business scarcely second to any in the state.
He is thoroughly read in the law and has

his studies about
then returned to his home
in Bellefontaine. where he entered the law
office of McLaughlin & Dow, one of the

this

leading legal concerns of the state, and
there entered vigorously upon the work of
preparing himself for his chosen profession,
Judge
under most effective preceptorage.

being a close student and never presenting
a cause without adequate preparation, so
that he is a strong advocate and a safe counsel.
As a public speaker Mr. McColloch has
long stood high in popular favor, being eloquent and impressive in his address, cogent
in his dialectic power and using a scholarly
and chaste diction. He has been an efficient
campaign speaker, his services being in demand in this line each year, while on occasions of public order his efforts are called
for and greatly appreciated as a genial and

)hio,

(

He

years.

twi

How

is a relative of the author of the Dowliquor law and he now presides on the bench
if o inmon pleas for Logan and
if the ci urt

1

1

Union

c<

unties. After continuing his techni-

reading with this firm for a period of
Mr. McColloch was admitted

cal

three years

to the bar of his native state and was also
f
partnership with his
tendered the bom r
preceptors. While prosecuting his legal stud1

io

-

1

nr subject

was

shown marked

its

application,

In his political allegiance Mr. McColloch
stanchly arrayed in support of the prinand policies of the Republican party,

fontaine,

is

term-.

ciples

1

in

effective orator.

elected city clerk of Belle-

serving in this capacity for two
After his admission to. the bar Mr.
McColloch established himself in an individual practice in Bellefontaine, where he succeeded in winning prestige and a reputation
ane of the able yi ung members of the bar
of the state.
In 1887 he came to Kansas,
locating in Antln ny. Harper county, where

facility

and is one of its leading men in this section.
In 1896 he was presidential elector from the
seventh congressional district of the state;
in 1898 was elected to the office of county
attorney of Harper county, in which office
he has since served, with signal ability and
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was

he
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in

party candidate for rep
in

trict

tl

state legis-

In-

1

but nK't the defeat which

lature,

attended
b) reason

ticket in the state,
'

of the

:

nature, and

ii

year.

of that

;

I

maintains a lively interest

the

his dis-

1

lie

public affairs

in

the preserH time

at

is

Librarj \--> ciatii n of Anhas contributed in no small
measure to the material upbuilding of the
town ami county, in the way of improving
1

thony,

lie

properties

resilience

Anthony

in

and

lands.

T

with Anthony Lodge, N o. 200, A. F.

tified
v\:

Anthony Lodge of

A. M., and with

Independent Order
which last he is pasl
ions faith

is

m

Fellows, of
'Me -rami. His relig

(

Logan canity.

1

f

being

1

hi

sylvania,

an.l

public scln ols

e
1

[er

this

mayor

-

1

i

and was

the class

March.

linent
in

membe
reo g

g
:"

the representative
s

than thirty years the law partner

who
We.-t.
"The Blind Man

II.
s

is

men

of

more
Judge

for
.if

everywhere

From

he practiced

Pennsylvania, and on the

that

time until

at

Bellefonte,

i-t

of April of

that year he arrived in Jewell county, taking

abode at Burr Oak, where he has
since remained with the exception
his

1

l

Hi

the 15th of July, [891, he
superintendent of the

the

1"
1

the

cl

ange in

at

Osawatomie, where
ten,

on account

ninistration, he

tin

in- office.
The state hoard in its
annual report of that year gives him credit
fi r
being the m
;uperintenden1

the institution
is a

ever had. and

alt!:

Populist, the Republican papers of
d the report,

Kanthus

acknowledging his ability and worth in the
office which lie so ably filled.
Returning
to Burr Oak he has since engaged in general practice, however, making a

THI 'MAS KIRK,

Jr..

M. D.
i

Dr.

'!

edicine at
I

i

Burr

1

Pennsylvania.
His father. William Kirk, was
1859.
native of the Keysl
1

20,

[880.

Eloqi

Ohio.

Oak.

Cincinnati,

at

the Eclectic Medic,;.

1

which he ren-

dered d

in

state insane asylum
he reman

the city of Belli

hi- nati

which he was graduated with

of

1881,

several

legislature of the state,

>f

was made

calling

October,

fat'

1

)r.

1

for

was there reared and educated,
Female Colleg
1

death

hi-

i

Glendale

at

I.

Kirk of this review i- indel
educatii mal privileges v
enjoyed.
Later he continued hi- studies in
Carrier Seminar} at Clarion, Pennsylvania,
and having determined to devote his life
to the pr;
dicine his preparati m
ty

up

dale. Ohi...

pi

Kirk. A
successfully prac-

Ellis

)r.

I

who, prior to
ticed in

Ohio, as a -indent

in

same

the

Ir.'M. A. Kirk, of B<

Institute, at

Ohio,

u ed

Hi

fi

the local

McColloch was united in marMiss Belle Walker, daughter of
lines and Mary II. Wall.-

natives
ami she

w

subjeel

.Mr.

1883,

and

1

that of the Presbyterian church,

and he is an active member
church of this denomination.
In

the

Odd

of

throughout his'active business career carried
on agricultural pursuits there.
1<
Miss Barbara Emerick, who i- also a native
of Pennsylvania.
Ik- birtl
1873, hut his wid«-\\ still survives him and
In their family
is now- living at
Burr >ak.
were three phj sicians, the bi

the

of desirable tract- of farming
Fraternally Mr. McColloch is iden-

handling

829

county,

children.

He

has heen a close
e\ cry suband di es

bearing up
everything in his power to promote
ciency and render worthy
and suffering. Ilk prominence in the medical fraternity is well indicated by the fact

ject

.
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was the president of the State MedAssociation in 1897 and 1898.
Dr. Kirk was united in marriage to
Miss Maggie A. Bullington, a native of

that he
ical

to whom he was wedded at Burr
the 4th of June, 1885.
Six children were born unto them, but only two are
now living, Clarence B. and Lloyd. Those
who have passed away are Frances F., who
died at the age of eight years; Thomas B.,
who died at the age of eight months; Joseph, who passed away at the age of six
months; and one child who died in infancy.
Not alone has the Doctor attained promIllinois,

Oak on

—

inence in the line of his profession, for as
a citizen he occupies a prominent and influential position.
He has been a member
of the school board for several years and
was formerly mayor of the city, his administration being practical and businesslike.
For more than two years he was the
grand medical director of the Degree of
the Ancient Order of United
\\ orkmen
:r
Kansas.
He was appointed
1"

f>

a

member

of the advisory council of the
World's Fair Auxiliary in the Congress of
Eclectic Physicians which convened at Chi-

cago

May

1893, and he was elected a
member of the National Eclectic Medical
A- ciation at Niagara Falls mi the 24th of
June, 1894.
He is a student, earnest and
thi rough, and carries on his investigations
not alone in the fields where others have
been but also in original lines, and his deep
and research have been of great
29,

value to the profession.
He is heartily beloved in Burr Oak. where he is so widely

known and where

his

many
made him

activity in so

lines of public usefulness have
indeed a valued citizen.

Integrity, activity and energy have been the
crowning points of his success, and his connection with various enterprises and industries have been a decided advantage to this
section of Kansas, promoting its material
welfare in no uncertain manner. He is now
engaged in real estate dealing at Hazelton,
Barber county, and is numbered among the

early settlers of this portion of the state,
where he has resided for eighteen years.

Mr. Alford was born in Roane county,
Tennessee, in 1848. and is of Scotch lineage.
His father. M. T. Alford, was also a native
of that state, and when the country became
involved in war with Mexico he joined the
American army and served under Generals
Scott and Taylor, winning a creditable military record.

He

married Rebecca Edwards,

who

died in Macoupin county, Illinois, in
1867. The father is still living there and is
one of the respected and honored residents
of that community. In the family were six
children,

whom

four are yet living,
a resident of Nebraska;
C. C, who lives in Macoupin county,
Illinois;
and W. C.
of
this
review.
Throughout his active business career the
father has carried on the work of tilling the
soil.
In politics he is a Democrat, and the
religious faith of the family is that of the
Baptist church.

namely:
R. E.

of
C.

F.,

:

,

W. C. Alford spent the first five years
of his life in the state of his nativity and
then ace- mipanied his parents to Macoupin
county, where he was reared on the old family homestead.
His home training was
such as to develop traits of honesty and
industry, qualities which have proven important elements in his later success.
He
attended the public schools in his youth and
has largely added to his knowledge through
experience and observation.
In 1879 he
made his arrival in Kansas.
He cated
Sumner county, where he made his home
1<

W.

C.

ALFORD.

in

for five years,

Prominent among the
seeing and successful
Kansas is the subject
His life history most happily
may be attained by faithful

energetic,

far-

"

tral

effort

in

"

cenof this sketch.
.

t

illustrates

what

and continued
carrying out an honest purpose.

engaged

in general

farming.
On the expiration of that period he sold his.
property and removed to Barber county,
where he has since remained, and bis efforts
have been important elements in the upbuilding and development of this section of the
state.
He has a comprehensive knowledge
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of land \ alues of the differenl p
property for sale in this p rtion oi

formed o

ii

many

country,

ubstantial

is

community.
.Mr. Alf rd was married in Mao upin
county, Illinois, to Miss Ella Helmick, who
was born, reared and educated in that counand culture and has proved to her husband a faithful helpmate and assistant on life's jourhildren were b rn of this
•

three

ns

si

i

i

.

i

i

i

born

in

[836, and

d financial

unii n,

1

oldest

inducing
At the same time his

to locate here.

return and he

I'.Y

ii.'
T.
tan t\
ittawa
and most prominent citizens and an

S.

labors have resulted

his

AR\

T

S.

nci
ie

and

831

nent family

whose members were eminently

early history of New
His father. Dr. George Harvey,
successful physician and surgeon of
Scotia and the United States, and dur-

with

identified

the

England.

was

a

Nova

i\il war he served
the Mississippi river
1

tadri

from
<

namely: Belle, the wife of J. O.
Barber county; Myrtle, the wife of A. J.
the -ante c unty; Etta, the wife of
Fred Pick, a merchant of Hazelton; B. F.
and Willie.
Id membership in the Methodist church and are

(hii

In

11.

[8

Novia Scotia
and at Minneapi

.

1

ing

warm

\\.

rth,

regard of a larj

Mr. Alford
party, doing

all

friends.

Democrat

a

is

d has been

in

his

political

an active worker for

in his

power

to pri

removed
Clermont

t<

served in mar.
while act

;lces.

and

effective in
tii

pn

He was

n.

a

member

have been most

of educaof the board when
n

was

built

and

to

raise

the

forth earnest efforts
identified
ternity, has rilled
1

in

clerk of

-

rd his labors

his

its

has

Is.
F< r thirty years he
with the Masonic fra-

most of the
life

has

offices in his

exemplified the
He also be-

helpful teachings of the craft.

Woodmen
name

a

camp.

It

resident of

Hazelton who takes a deeper or more sincere interest in the progress and
ment f the community than does Mr. Alford.
Wisely improving his opportunities,
his life demonstrates what can be accomplished by industry and talent in a land
unhampered by
ii

i

county,
at the

ta,

in
ghty3 ears,
the father of
ur subject.
fi

1

ie »rge

1

farve)

1

died

and surgen

came

a

\i

in

1
.

al

.

medicine
and be-

His

practitioner.

wife passed away at Mosi
county. Ohio, at the age of seventy-six
years, and both were honored and worthy
members of the Presbyterian church. Unto

his

mote

He

cess.

Por-

re

,

•

f

I

in

representative of a promi-

a

is

uple

namely:

were born eight

Elizabeth

Aston,

Oklahoma: Georgia Wi
that territory
Samuel

If,

a

children.'

resii

also a resident of

T., the subject of
this review; I. aura Shelley,
of Clermont
count). foio; Hon. David Harvey, who was
a soldier in the Civil war. a member of the
:

(

Fourth Ohio Ca

-

.

the

dele-

first

to congress
from Oklahoma: Fred
Harvey, who served as probate
Minneapolis. Minnesota: William.
served as probate judge of Lincoln county,

gate

1

.

Oklahoma, where

urred and
Mary Gaskins, wli
d is a farmer
in
Kentucky.
B
nd William
served in the navy during the Civil war.
Harvey, whose name inn
S.
this review, received an excellent education
"1

:

.

in the

after

putting aside his t<
again entered the -

having

foil,,

wed

1

is

that

pr

student he
a teacher,

some

1

time.
In

[861

at

the

1

inbreak

1

f

the Civil war,
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mon

he donned the blue in defense of the Union
cause,

becoming

a

member

of the Fourth

Ohio Cavalry, under Colonel Kennett and
Captain McGrew. He took part in the Wilson raid and was in many of the important
and hard-fought battles of the south, while
much of his time was employed in active
warfare against Generals Hood and Morgan's forces m and about Kentucky.
With an honorable military record Mr.

Harvey returned

to his

home

at the close of

many

ments. His
1

successful agriculturist.

in Cincinnati;

fi
has been enwith the M. E. book concern;
Jeanette; and Mamie, wife of Hon. David
Harvey, of Indian Territory. The union of
our subject and wife has been blessed with

Viola,

gaged

seven children, as follows:
Mary Wilcox,
wdio was one
f
Ottawa county's popular
and successful teachers: Ola Dyer.
Creek. Oklahoma; Georgia Davis: Flora
n; Marshall Archibald: Irene; and
1

Winnie.
Mr. Harvey has followed the teacher's
pr> fession in both Ohio and Kansas, but he
now gives his undivided attention to agricultural pursuits, in which his well directed
efforts are attended with a high and gratifying degree of success.
Hi s landed pos-

now consist of two hundred and
forty acres of the finest land to be fi und in
sessions

sup-

1

blue.

who makes his home
who
-r
many years

political

is

fi

married to Annie Crapsey, who was a popular and successful teacher prior to her marShe is a daughter of Jacob and
riage.
Rachel (Morris) Crapsey. The father was
a prominent atti rney, and the mother was
a member of an old and well known family
of Ohio, her father, Thomas Morris, having been prominently connected in political
work with Henry Clay. Unto Mr. and Mrs.
Jacob Crapsey were born eight children,
namely: Thi mas and Ed. who were brave
and loyal soldiers during the var of the rebellion, and for many years the latter was a
prominent writer for the Xew York Times:
Rev. Algernon S., of Iv Chester, Xew York;
Charles, who is a prominent architect;
le rge,

His

given to Republican principles, and
terms he efficiently served as a memr twi
tunty commissioners,
while many times he has been a member of
rt

in

the

<

tields

tiltivation, while in his pastures are
found high grades of cattle, and in his locality he is recognized as a prominent and

and in 1871 he came to the Sunflower state, securing a homestead claim in
In the following year.
Ottawa county.
however, lie returned to Ohio, and was there
hostilities,

on which he has made
and valuable improveare under an excellent

valley,

substantial

a

ci

mventii ns of his party.

Mason

Army

in

relations with his old

He

has

reputation,

He was made

Moscow, Ohio, and

of the Republic

the

Grand

army comrades

of the

made

and

itical

in

maintains pleasant

is

for himself an enviable
popular in social, business

circles.

GEORGE

R.

KEESLIXG.

Virginia who has
his mark in Kansas and contributed
share toward the general prosperity is
George R. Keesling, a farmer on section 10.
Hayes township, Reno county, whose postoffice is at Peacreek.
Id

made
his

R. Keesling was born in VirMay 28, 1859, a son of James Harvey Keesling, who was born in the Old Dominion January 30. 1832. James Harvey
1

ginia

George Keesling, a
i
farmer of Virginia, who reared five sons
and four daughters, all of whom are living
and have families. George Keesling died
74. his widow a few years later,
lames Harvey Keesling married Mary Elizabeth Umbarger. who was born in Virginia
Their marxiage
[838.
cculrred
in 1858, and they located on land belonging
to Mr. Keesling's father, where they lived
i

1

until 1S71, when they located in Delaware
county, Indiana, there making their home

over five years. October 7, 1876,
ttled in Peace, northwest of SterRice county, Kansas, and they now live
ah. at; seven and a half miles from Lyons,
where they bought the land in 1876. They
for a

little

ling.

had ten children, namely:

Corrine May,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
who
R..

died

age of three years. George
immediate subject of this sketch.
William Clayton, a
Rice couritv, and they have three

at the

the

is

who married

Mary,
farmer

f

1

James

children.

11..

who

lives

near his par-

and has four children.
Simon, a
farmer in la\ es >w nship and has four children.
Melinda, who married George ClaySarah, the
ton and has one child.
nre n,
E
(klahoma 1 errit 1*3 and
John
has four children.
Carrie, who married
John Peterson, of Hayes township, and has
ent-,

t

1

[1

I

1

<

.

who lives near
children.
Bert E.,
Chase, Rice comity, and has one child; and
Charles D., a farmer al Springfield, Nebraska, and has four children.
Ge< rge R. Keesling was brought up to
hard work and had few educational advantages.
He remained with his father until
October 13,
he was twenty-two year- old.

irses
In igs

a

year.

83:

and
le

I

a

hundred Poland China
en cted bis residence in

[899 and has built a barn and
granary that ha- a capacity if ten
le ha- planted many
bushels.

a

large

1

)

I

shade tree- and hi- farm
a

-

appi intments.

A man

is

up-ti -date in all

of athletic frame

and much endurance, he ha- accomplished a
of hard labor and bids fair to live

many \ears yet to enjoy
won so worthily.

the success he has

two

married

[881, he
native
f
fourteen

Miss Sarah

Coffield,

a

West Virginia, b rn in [858, and
months and ten days older than
himself.
Mrs. Keesling was a daughter of
Benajah Coffield. who was a man of influence and importance in his community.She has home to her husband twelve
Edchildren, eleven of whom are living:
1

gar Alton, born November 19, 1882; Lucile Pearl, an attractive voting- woman of
seventeen years, who is acquiring an education and making a special study of music

Luther O.,
teen years

fifteen years old;
1

Reka

A., four-

Id; Jesse E., twelve years old;

Walter A., ten years old:

Amy

E.,

eight

Earl R.. seven year- 'Id: Ivory
years old: Franklin, three years,
and Leah Elizabeth, the baby of the family.
She had a twin sister who died in infancy.
Mr. Keesling is a member of the Inded;

five

G..

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a
He is a gendemocrat and a Methodist.
era! farmer who gives special attentii n
wheat and corn, cultivating some years
I

nearly four hundred acres. He devotes
hundred and seventy-five acres to wdieat and
two hundred acres to corn, and it is worthy
of remark that during the past twenty years
hi-

com

cattle,

fn

m

crop has never failed.

He

raises

hogs and horses and usually sells
twenty to seventy head of cattle, about

Ri

(BERT

ALLISON.

T.

of this honored pioneer
Harvey county forms a distinct
between the epoch when civilization
was first gaining a foothold on the western
frontier, and that of the present period of
marked enterprise and prosperity, as the

The memory

citizen of

link

glorious twentieth century rolls into the
He was one f those
cycle of the ages.
venturesome men who. braved the pi
1

hardships of the plain- and mountains in
11the days when the Indians were yet a
staiit menace, and became familiar with the
E

that stirring period,

while in later years lie has achieve
able success in connection with the industrial activities of central Kansas, being the

owner of one

of the finest stock

this section of the

f;

Union and being

one of the progressive business men and
sterling citizens f the
rami nw ealth. Mr.
Allison ha- been the artificer of hi, own
fortune-, having been dependent upon his
own resource- from hi- boyhood, and to
him is due a tribute of unequivocal respect
for the subjective development of a strong
and upright character and for the attainment of a high degree of success by means
of legitimate and well directed endeaVor.
as

1

Thus

signally consistent that a review
history be incorporated in a
mpilation of this nature.
In an initiative waymay he stated that his finely in
it

of his

it

i-

life

and valuable stock farm is located
30. Highland township, and that his
1Newton, a rural man

tion

pestoffice adore--
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route affording him excellent facilities in
f mail service.
Ri bert
Allison comes of stanch
T.
Scotch-Irish lineage, and that in his char-

the matter

i

acter abide the sterling attributes which
have ever made this dual strain a valuable
element in our composite social fabric, is
evident even to the superficial observer. He
was born in Indiana county, Pennsylvania,
on the 5th of November, 1839, being a son
of John Allison, who was born in the same
county, in 1812, the son of Robert T. Alliof that
son, who was likewise a native
county of the old Keystone state,
that the family name has been identified
•

with the annals of American
nial

epoch.

company

f

1

i

1

last

having had no serious encounters with the
Indian-.
Mr. Allison was associated with
four others

searching

in

placer mil

gold in the
being thus en-

for

rado,

gaged for two seasons near F.reckinridge.
lie then went to Denver, where he remained
rt time, while during the winter of
1862-3 he kept a stage station at Antelope.
Later he worked on a toll mad in the sand
hills, aii'
[ployed for a time in
putting up hay fi ir
>eal ranchmen and for
I

!

l<

hist

The maiden name

about

fifty individuals, the
nine teams.
The}" .-tailoi April and arrived
at their destination on the 15th of June,

in a

train consisting

ed from Iowa the

ge company.
of

our subject's mother was Eleanor Barr, and
she was born in Indiana county, Pennsylvania, in 1 Si 7, while her death there occurred in 1848.
Five of their six children

In the
to

[1

fall

of [863 Mr. Alii- n returned

and

w.i.

team am! transporting freight.
in to Iowa and thence went

driving

a

to

seph, Mi--, uri, the great outfitting

.

St

I'

are living at the present time.

John Allison
subsequently consummated a second marriage, and of this union one daughter was
born.
He was a farmer by vocation ami
erated a sawmill upon his place, owning a well improved tract of one hundred

od.

after

fi

for

own

resources.
As a lad he was energetic
and self-reliant and was ready to turn his
hand to any honest work which came to
him. and it is gratifying
mate result of his earnest and long continued endeavors, while it is but just that his
ti

effl

He

me

rt s

sin

began

ild

his

be thus crowned with success.
independent career by work-

farms, and in 1856 he left "his na-

and came west
where he foil-wed

state

to Taylor county,
a similar line of
occupation until the spring of [86( when he
joined the rush
f gold-seekers en ssing
the
plains i. Pike's Peak, where the excitement
was then at its height. He made the trip
1

vva.

<.

1

county.

r

1

[1

,a.

.

;

lowing

in

he went

season

that
to

wed mining that

I

attending the primitive log school-house in
the vicinity of his home a«
mitted, and being but ten years of age at
the time of his father's death.
Shortly
afterward he left home, and from that time
forward he has been dependent upon his

Vii

J

enty acres.

The subject of this review received
meager educational advantages in his youth,

T.-o

In

team, he
started

turned to Iowa

in the

and

cit;

same
season, and reHelena,

winter

1

f

1865.

Mr.
united in marriage to
Mis- Lncetta Jane Isborn, who was born in
Hendricks county, Indiana, in 1849. tlie
daughter of Ira E. and Lucinda R
horn, who came to Indiana fr< m North Carolina, the father having been a shoemaker
by vocation.
Of their five children three
(

1

are

now

living.

— Lucetta

subject: Emsley,

who

is

the wife

our

married and

who

J.,

resides in California; and Eldora, the wife
of John Allison, a brother of our subject.
After his return from Montana Mr. Ala tenant farmer in Andrew counMissouri, for two year-, and in Ni 1count}- for five years, at the expiration
of which, in the spring of 1873, he came
to Harvey county. Kansas, and settled on a
farm of eighty acre-, in section 2. Newton
township, developing and improving the
property and there continuing to make his
-

ty,

•

away

home

—

the winter of 1892.
a period
seventeen vears.
He eretted a

until

of about
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e and other buildings on the
ml a large number
i
fruit trees
rwise made the farm a model.
He
•

1

disposed of the propertj

[897,

in

his

son

John G. becoming the purchaser, and then
came to his present fine farm, a pi
which lie had. purchased in [883. In the

mm

[892 he erected his present o
dious and attractive residence and the main
portion of the large and well equipped ham.
which is forty by seventy feet in dimenTh(
sions, with sixteen-foot posts.

two hundred

rea of

-

and. forty-eight

acres and on every hand are evidence- of
the

meth

progressive

enterprise,

cure- excellent returns

herd

averaging
ne hundred head, all f high grade,
the high standard being maintained through
the thon ughbred specimens which he owns.
From his stock farm he lias made shipments
of many rine milch cows to distant points,
including Mexico and New Mexico, securing high prices fi r the same. He keen- and
raises registered hudf
the Holstein type
and exercises much discrimination in the
the best grade of cattle.
achieved marked sucPi landof pure-bred
swine, of which he has a fine herd,
varying from twenty to one hundred head,
while he also devotes no little attention to
excellent types of road and
draft hi rses, that it may lie seen that his
sfr ck farm is particularly well equipped and
that he ha- contributed in ii" small meashis

1

1

1

E

•

i

e pn motion of live-stock interests.
His farm is one of exceptional fertility, hut
nearly all the agricultural products from the
same are utilized in the feeding of his stock,
with the exception of the wheat, of which
he has raised as high as twenty-hve hundred bushels in a season, and of corn as

high as three thousand bushels.

He

I

1

also se-

hedges

f

ha\ ing three mill
In

\u

tree-,

•

1

planting

the

litics

-

the same.

1

1

of

Mr. Allison was originally

with

identified

Republican

the

part

now gives hi- allegiance to the
party, of whose principles and policii
stanch a Ivi cate.
A- one f Tie able and
representative men of the county and
thoroughly meriting the confidence in which
a

1

he

is

a has naturally been
serve in various
lie is

held,

1

and

local trust
:

1

responsibility,

year

:
i

1

his

1

tenure of the office

Highland township, has served
term f year- as r

of trustee of
for a h rig

1

u hich pi sitii n he is iw <;•
present time, while he also rendered effect1

further the development
in the state.
Mr. Allison
rj
special attention to the raising of

in the raising

and Kaffir corn, while he ha- a\
ine orchard of one hundred
and has ithei wisi improved
alfa

called upi n to

scrupulous care of the owner, who has made
mi >st valuable in this
the place
section, while he has attained a high repun connection with the breeding and

cattle,

835

1

ive

service

in

the office of justice

peace and as a

member

of

of his district.

He and

his family are

tiie

scho

mem-

Methodist Episcopal church.
Our subject's life has been filled with ceaseless toil and endeavor, has been characterize
by spotless integrity and has been prolific in -nod, so that he stands to-day secure
in the esteem and good will of all who km
him and surrounded by the tangible evidences of the success which has attended

ber-

of

the

1

..

his efforts.

tion

the

in

progress

owe m
to

t

whom

The family holds a hig
community and the legitimate

and.

a

development of this section
to the honored gentleman

little

this brief sketch is devoted.

In conclusion we enter a brief record
concerning the children of Mr. and Mrs.
Allison, eight of them surviving at the

Lucinda died
present time:
John Grant, wdio was born

in
in

infancy;

Nodaway

county. Missouri, on the 2d of October.
1868, i- a popular and successful
engineer, having had charge of p;
locomotives for the past ten years and being at the present time a resident of California, in the passenger service of the Santa
1

Fe

Pacific railroad

:

he was married to Jen-

nie Pearl Fowler, of Indiana county,
sylvania.

November

23.

Penn-

1897; Samuel, the

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
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third child died in early infancy
B.,

who now

;

was born on the 22d of January. 1872, and
has achieved a notable success in his busiperations, being a young man of exness
ceptional ability and administrative power;
his early education was secured in the dis1

trict

schools

and was supplemented by a

course of study in the Lawrence Business
College, at Lawrence. Kansas; he is secretary and treasurer of a company operating
four rice mills in Louisiana, is secretary of
five canal companies, a stockholder in a national bank and secretary of the Rice Associate >n of America he has attained this exceptional prestige and success through his
;

efforts, having left home with just
enough means to reach his destination and

own

being also' indebted to his elder brother
for funds used in completing his education;
the energy and talent of the young man may
lie understood in a measure when we state
that he is now worth about thirty thousand
dollars and is identified with enterprises
which are destined to greatly increase his
fortune; on the 21st of February, 1898, he
married Miss Lucille A. Lyons, a daughter
of Dr. Lynns, of Crowley, Louisiana; Benjamin Allison, the fifth child of our subject,
was born on the 23d of July, 1.^74. and he
has charge of the eld homestead farm, being
an energetic, progressive and
successful
y tin-' agriculturist and stock-grower; Walter I;., bum mi the 23d of October, 1877, 1S a
resident of Crowley, Louisiana, having a rice
farm there and being interested with his
brother in rice mills and canals; he has been
a resident of Louisiana fur four years past
and is proving a capable and successful busiin; Harvey, the seventh child, is employed as an engineer in one of the rice
mills in which his brothers are interested.
the date of his birth having been March 22,
[880; Eleanor, born August 14. 1882, is at
the parental home; Ethel Ann. bum August 21, [884, died on the 29th of the folMarch; Myra Belle was born Oc:,

May,

[886, and

[889,
circle.

THOMAS

Alexander

P.

WILSON.

resides at Crowley, Louisiana,

Nellie <<n the

nth

of

and both are members of the

Typically American and typically western, will perhaps best describe the personality of the well

of this review,

known and honored subject
who has passed practically

entire life west of the great "father of
waters." gaining the marked individuality,
self-reliance and mental vigor winch are hehis

gotten of the somewhat free, unconventional
and untrammeled life of the great west,
which is a section of "largeness" from all
points of view, and he has gained distinction
in civic and public affairs, has proved steadfast and honorable in all the relations of life
and is honored for his ability and sturdy
integrity of character.
No one man has
been more conspicuous in forwarding the
industrial development an|d material advancement of Barber county than he has,
and for more than a quarter of a century liehas been conspicuously identified with the
cattle business in this section, being at the
present time one of the most extensive
stock-growers of this part, of the state and
one of its representative citizens, maintaining his home and business headquarters in
the thriving little city of Kiowa, to whose
upbuilding he has contributed in a large
measure.
Hon. Thomas Pitner Wilson is a native
the Lone Star state, having- been
son
born in Tarrant county, Texas, on the 2^1
of November. 1857, being a son of Captain
Lorenzo J. and Eliza (Pitner) Wilson.
Captain Wilson was born in the state of
1"

1

Kentucky, where he was reared to manhood
and where his marriage occurred. He reTexas in an early day and became
one £ t'ne influential men of the state.
His
attention had been attracted to that section
of the Union during his active service as a
soldier in the Mexican war, in which he
served under Generals Scott and Taylor and
made a gallant record. He had been one of
the prominent citizens of Birdville. Tarrant
county. Texas, and after his removal to
o nnty, Texas, as one of its pioneers,
he impressed his individuality upon the history of that section and wielded a marked
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and beneficent

He

influence

public

in

affairs.

used the cause of the Confederacy
time of the Civil war and rendered
distinguished service as captain of ( urupany
1.
ne of the prominent Texas regiments.
1U died on the 23d of December, 1868, at
His wife, a wo
the age of fifty-four years.
man of culture and gracious presence, was
a member of a prominent old Georgia family, while her mother was a member of the
Cromson family, which likewise was one
Mrs. Wilson died in
of note in the south.
Denton county, Texas, at the age of fiftyaptain Wilson, the honored
father
f
nr subject, was one of the potent
espi

from

this section,

county,

ber

bn

at the

!<

i"

i

1

factors

1

Democratic

the

the councils of

in

whose cause h e was an active
worker, and he was incumbent of various

party, in

character

:

He

Texas.

in

prominent member of the Masonic
>. and
was a man whose integrity
of purp -<_ was beyond cavil, while in person he was of tine physique and a distinct

was

,1

military bearing, clearly representing in his

makeup

that

mind.

a

i:i

-

great desideratum.
H

111

Vbner

i

.

is

1

I

me
er

—

a

sound

three suns

his
1

a

f

the Iead-

uiity.

hav-

ministrative and executive ability.
Hi
the present time one of the extensive stocksection, being the owner of
the "T. I." ranch (the letters signifying his
cattle brand) in
iward county, Oklahoma. He handles from three to five thouhead
annually,
and has been
sand
f cattle
power in advancing the industry which
has so greatly furthered the material 'pros:

W

>

.1

perity

tin

and upbuilding of

1

the highest regard
toil,
all

so that he

classes.

prominent

the

f

1

first

1

;

\\i?e a resident
f Kii wa, is also one of the
representative stockmen of this section.
1

Thomas P. Wilson was reared and educated in Texas, and it may consistently he
said that he practically grew up in the saddle, early beginning to enjoy to the full
extent the free life of the great cattle
-i
state in the Union.
While yet a mere bi y he thus became an excellent judge of the values of live stock, and
thi> early appreciation and knowledge has
had much to do with conserving his magnifisuccess in connection with this important line
f
industry.
At the age of
nineteen years, just after the epoch which
marked the disappearance of the -buffalo

cent

1

favored sec-

Wilson has the personal characteristics of the true southern gentleman, and he
numbers his friends by the hundreds, being
genial, frank and unassuming and valuing
true manhood rather than the mere conf
wealt'.i and power, and having
comitants
Air.

supporters

ne

this

of the middle west.

1

settlers in this lo-

-

he came to Kiov
he became as

mine can hut view with pleasure the proro unced success which has been his, for it
has been attained by worthy means, implying
utmost integrity, close application,
marked discrimination and distinctive ad-

and being one of the extensive cattlegn wers of Kansas and Oklahoma, while he
1- at the present time incumbent of the office
iident of the Oklahoma Live Stock
hi mas
P. is the immediate
subject of this review and William E., like-

ing been
cality

where

ithers in the cattle busine

He

f

r

the dignity of

In

nest

is deservedly popular with
has been one of the stalwart
the Democratic party and

of
in its councils in the state.
For
years he held the office of mayor
t
Kiowa, giving an able and business like administration of municipal affairs, and iti
1894 he was elected to represent his dis-

five

1

the lower house of the legislature, in
which capacity he rendered most effective
service and gained the highest endorsement
trict in

on the part

1

his constituency.

Fraternally

Mr. Wilson is identified in a prominent way
with the time-honored order of Freemasonry, in which he has made the round of
the York-rite degrees, being identified with
the lodge in Kiowa, chapter in Medicine
Lodge and with Anthony Corranandery, Nc

Knight Templars.
Mr. Wilson has a beautiful home in the
of Kiowa, one in which the refined
amenities of life are ever in evidence, and
this is presided over by his gracious wife.
Estella, nee Hockenberry, to whom he was
united in marriage November 17, 1892, she
37,

city
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education, however, has been largely selfaccjuired outside of the schoolroom, read-

being the daughter of James T. Hockenof the representative citizens of

le

Kiowa. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have two
Gladys
children,
Gladys and Harold E.
was born September 2, 1893, and Harold

ing, observation and experience being the
avenues wherein he has gained his knowledge.
When sixteen years of age he left
home and has since made his own way in
the world, his life being one of untiring
When a young man of twentyindustry.
six he was married to Miss Olive Pingrey.
who vvas born in Coshocton count}'. Ohio,
and they became the parents of rive children, but one died at the age of four months
and another at the age of four and a half

—

July 31, 1895.

ISAAC

X.

JORDAN.

Isaac N. Jordan is now serving his
eighth year as superintendent of the poor
of Jewell county, Kansas, and his
long continuance in the office well indicates
faithful service and the confidence re-

farm

years.
tw<

posed in him bv his fellow towns-men. He
in Morgan county. Ohio, December 15, 1828, a son of Garrett and Elizabeth
Harmon) Jordan. His paternal grandI

were Jacob and Mary (Shriver)
Jordan, the former a native of Dublin, Ireland, while the latter was born in Germany.
Emigrating to America in early life they
were married in this country and spent their
last days in Morgan county. Ohio, where
the grandfather died when mure than ninety-one years of age. and his wife passed
away when about eighty-six years
The maternal grandparents of our subject

w ere Conrad and Christine
HarJane
th of whom were natives of the
fatherland and died in Morgan county,
Ohio, when well advanced in life.
These
two families were united through the marJarrett Jordan and Elizabeth Harmon. The former was born in New York
and the latter was a native of Westmoreland
county, Pennsylvania.
Mr. Jordan was a
veterinary surgeon and farmer, following
ications.
He died in Indiana when
about eighty-two years of age, and his wife
lied in the same state at the age of seventyfive.
This worthy couple were the parents
of twelve children, eight sons and four
1

)

«

daughters, of

To farm
reared

whom
life

and the

N.

Jordan

still

living are

John

A.,

who

;

capable assistant.
While residing in Indiana Mr. Jordan
was elected and served for four vears as
trustee of his township and was twice elected county commissioner, serving for the
second term when he resigned in order to
come to Kansas.
He has been a stanch

was

common

schools afforded
educational privileges, although
after he attained his majority he spent six
mi nths as a student in a seminary.
His

him

1

1

six are yet living.

Isaac

Those

married and has one child, and has lost
James O., who is married and has three
children: and Sarah C, who is married and
has eight children.
After his marriage Mr. Jordan located
on a farm in Indiana and in connection with
the cultivation of his land he practiced veterinary surgery, which he had learned of
his father.
The year 1881 witnessed his
arrival in Kansas.
He took up his abode
in Jewell county, where he purchased two
hundred acres of partially improved land
and at once began its further development.
Later he traded that property for other
land and also received one thousand dollars
additional.
For more than seven years he
has served as superintendent of the poor
farm and is a most capable official. Although lie has passed the Psalmist's span of
three-score years and ten he is very active
and energetic, and the public indicate- the
confidence reposed in him by continually
choosing him for the position which he is
reditably tilling.
His wife belongs
to the Methodist Episcopal church and along
the journey of life she has been to him a most
is

his

Democrat

first

reposed in him has ever been
trayed.
He has ever been a competent

otii-

in oolitics since casting his
presidential vote for Franklin Pierce.

his

trust

I

Xo
be-

HISTORY.
man.

an upright

cer,

mined

Methodist

mother was

in bitsim

called

chun

Episcopal
to

the

thi

irs,

whom

was

he has been

a

member

worthy

'1

["he

h

of

and

she, too,

1

church.

John A. Lester, of

this review,
1

loilX A.
John A. Lester,

oni

i

iding and

th

I

i

been

a residi
I

this

I

since [88

A

unty.

ci

-

|.

native

i

i

ccurred

the

in

hi

since

me

in

Dominion,

>ld

'

ie

Tazew

ell

county,
paternal

lis
on the 8th of March, 1841.
grandparents wei
and Nfancj Lester,
also natives of Virginia and of English ancestry.
The family has been represented in
every war in which the countrj has participated, and in an early day its members
were very prominent in the histor) of VirI

I

Thomas

ginia.

Lester,

father

the

subject, also claimed the Old Dominion as
the place of his nativity, .and he was there

As
agricultural pursuits,
on the journey of life he chose Miss
Margaret, a daughter of John 'rake, a napanii n

1

;

English"

After their marriage they located
on a farm in Tazewell county, and there
\ ing
children were born
Malinda, Ann Eliza and Jane, all deceased;
Anderson, of Washington county, Virginia; Fullen, also deceased; John A., the
subject of this review: William, who was
formerly a resident of Barber canity. Kan-

descent.

sas, but

now makes

James IT

yd,

a

home

his

in

Oklahoma;

railri ad bridge
Kansas; Nanny,
Tazewell county. Vir-

minent

pri

carpenter of Wellington,
resides

ginia;

Robert,

and two who died when youngat
the age of
fourteen years.
erly,

The

in

father

successful
rive

when twelve
of

this

farmer

years

family,

and

business

'i!

the

old

\

irginia

farm, where he was taught the van;
dustry and honest) as a preparation for the

I

st<

ck

life,

of

age.

who was a
man during
was

to his final rest when lie had reached the
age of three score years and ten. He gave
his political support to the Democracy, and
was a valued member and an active worker

active duties of
of the neighbor!

life,

and the public schools

afforded him his eduWinn the Civil war
advantages.
burst upon the country he nobly offered his
services to his loved southland and in 186]
became a member of the Forty-fifth Virginia Infantry, under Colonel Heath and
The latter was
Captain William Brown.
a son of Dr. George Brown, a well known
resident of Virginia.
General John 1'..
Floyd, ex-secretary of stale, was in command for a time, and they afterward served
lindi r General Lori g, and
mel
and Fatten, commanding the brigade. During his military career Mr. Lester was at
1

cational

G

Chariest'

in

in.

Kanawha

>1<

Valley,

\

Jonesboro, Tennessee: and a; Piedmont
Valley. Virginia.
On the 5th of June,
1S04. he was captured by General Hooker's
command and taken to Indianapolis, Indiana, where he was exchanged after nine
months and returned to Virginia. He was
n sick furlough till the end of the war.
Mr. Lester followed the profession of
teaching after the war. and in 1869 lie came
t<> Kansas, locating in Morris county, where
he became the owner of a farm in Kaw valIn 1884. however, he sold his possesley.
sions there and came to Barber county,
where he now owns a valuable and well improved farm, his fields annually returning
to their owner golden harvests.
On his
place he has erected a modern and attractive
residence, at a cost of twelve hundred dollars, has a well built barn forty-four by forty-fi ur feet, a windmill and all necessary
outbuildings, wdiile a large bearing orchard
further adds to the value and attractive appearance
the place.
In 1872. in Kansas City. Missouri, Mr.
Fester was united in marriage to Miss Mar)
V. Watts, who was born, reared and edu1

1

t
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the Sunflower state, a daughter of
P. Watts, one of the early pioneer?
of the commonwealth and the history of
whose life will he found elsewhere in this

cated

in

Hiram

Six children have brightened and
Oliver C. Joseph
marriage.
Edward. Hiram Orbin, Mary Gertrude.
and
Nellie.
Ma}'
The People's party receives Mr. Lester's
In 1900
hearty support and co-operation.
he was the choice of his party for the legislature, and although it is known by his
friends that he received the largest number
vi tes cast he was not eh

volume.
blessed

1

—

this

t

he

filled

for a

For eight years

was not contested.

election

the office of b vvnship trus

number

school board.

of years

He

is

was

a

member of the
member of

a valued

the Methodist Episcopal church, and the
cause of education, religion and temperance
him a warm and abiding friend.

finds in

in Pennsylvania and was of Welsh descent,
her ancestors having come to America in a
She still survives her husverv early daw
band, and now makes her home at Glendale,
Lis Angeles county, California, where several of her children are also residing, en-

Unto this worthy
fruit culture.
ws;
were born eight children, as b
John Harry, fuel agent for the Missouri,
Kanat
Railroad,
Parsons,
Kansas & Texas
sas: Charles H., who resides with his mother
in Los Angeles county, California, and is
engaged in fruit raising; a child who died
in infancy; William D.. the subject of this
review; George, a fruit raiser of Los AnCalifornia; Mamie, who reility,
sides with her mother; Jennie, the wife of
Charles Jarvis, a banker of Los Angeles,
California; and Ralph, who is engaged in
business with his brother. Harry, at Pargaged

in

le

11

sons, Kansas.

William D. Hibben enjoyed the educaadvantages afforded by the public and
high schools of Emporia, Kansas, and about
the year 1882, deciding to fit himself for
the practice of medicine, he began the study
under the direction of his father, but after
one year thus spent he abandoned the idea
of entering the medical profession and secured employment of the Wells-Fargo Extional

WILLIAM

D.

HIBBEN.

William D. Hibben, the efficient agent
of the Wells-Fargo Express Company at
Hutchinson, was burn in Greene county,
Ohio, on the 16th of August, i860, a son
of William W. Hibben. a native of the Keystone state, and of Scotch and Welsh de-

The

Company, at Emporia, as a driver,
He
winch position he filled for one year.
was then made cashier of the company's
office in that city, and at the end of another
year was again promoted, becoming a messenger on the road. He traveled first from
Emporia to Moline, Kansas, next from Alpress

medical education in the Ohio Medical College, at Cincinnati and in Greene county. Ohio, he engaged in the practice of his chosen profession until 1867, when he removed with his
He soon befamily to Emporia, Kansas.
came recognized as one of the most skillful
and successful physicians in the Sunflower
state, having been the regular family physician to Senator Plumb, the Hon. I. E. Lam-

thence from Kansas City, to Albuquerque,
and afterward from Kansas City to Denver,
having spent several years on each r< nite,
and his entire career in that capacity cov-

and many other equally prominent men.
His death, from apoplexy, occurred in Emporia, Kansas.
He was a Republican in his
political views, and was an earnest and consistent member of the
Methodist church,
while in the Masonic fraternity he attained

ered a period of twelve years.
The- last
official stamp which he received while >n the
road he still retains, and is dated Santa
Fe. June 8, 1898.
On the 12th of June.
1898, .Mr. Hibben received the appointment
which he now so ably fills, that of agent for

In the state of
the thirty-second degree.
Ohio Mr. Hibben was united in marriage

the

scent.

latter received his

:

bert

with Euphemia A. Watson,

who was born

buquerque,

Xew

Mexico,

to HI

Paso, Texas,

1

Wells-Fargo

Express

Company,

Hutchinson, and the company
never made a wiser choice than

at

certainly

when they
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placed him in this importanl
is

a

perfect master of

business,

all

all

the details of the

and faithful
work in the interest of the company, added
nature
contributed
not
his
has
energetic
to
intends, and his conscientious

a little to the wi nderful increase in the vol-

ume

of their business during the past three
When he first took chargi
receipt- arm nmted b
the mi uthU

years.
office

twenty-seven hundred dollars a month, and
time the average monthly reare five thousand dollars, represenl
nearl) one hundred per
I
big an increase
cent.
There are four employes in the office
besides Mr. Hibben; and three wag
double te;im and two single teams, are conThe company has comstantly employed.
pleted the plans for a magnificent new buildich v ill si in be under process of o n
struction, and when completed will be the
Its
first office n has erected in the state.

1

in the >pirit world.
The union of our sub
jed and wife ha- been blessed with two, Mil

who

Kate,

dren:

of which he personally

84

received her education in

and is now in the high school
\- a bo)
of
Eutchinson and Margaret.
Mr. Hibben saw much of western Kansas in
plain,
it- virgin state, when it was a vasl
without a tree in sight, inhabited by wild
Indians and the feeding ground of countless buffaloes, deer and aire p
'

it

v.

I

;

at the presenl

ABRAHAM BAUMGARTNER.

ceipt-

1

1

location

Main

will

street,

be on the east
just

south

of

North

side of

the

corner of

Third and adjoining the beautiful park of
It will be a twol*"e
Railroad.
story building, thirty by sixty feet, fr> nting both Main and Third street-, and the
materials used will be pressed brick and
stone, while the furnishings throughout will
be of the most artistic and ornamental nature.
The upper story will be fitted] up
with hath, reading and sleeping rooms for
the use of the employes, and the cost of
the building will be about five thousand
the Santa

dollars.

inson
this

is

The business

of the office in

I

lutch-

done exclusively with the Santa Fe
d, and extend- b
everj branch of

extensive system'.

Mr. Hibben was happily married on the
of June. [886, at Emporia, Kansas.
Maggie M. Buford becoming his wife. She
is a daughter of Thomas Buford. a descendant of one ^i the oldest and best known families
f
Kentucky.
Removing from that
state to Kansas, he located first at Peabody, afterward at Marion and next at Emporia, where he was for some time engaged
in the furniture business.
His death "occurred in Kansas City, Missouri, about
1895, and one rear later his wife joined him

nth

1

There are

Harvey county. Kansas,

in

a

of natives of the great state of Ohio,
have become successful and well known

number

who

and

as farmers

business circles.

in

One

of

the most highly respected of these is Abraham Baumgartner, farmer on section 19,

Macon township, whose

Mount Eaton, Wayne
22, [835, a

was born

post-office address

Mr. Baumgartner was born

Newton.

is

county, Ohio,

at

March

son of David Baumgartner, who

in

the canton of Berne, Switzer-

came to America in 1824,
and arriving at
Wayne
county. Ohio. September 3.
le was accompanied by his bride. Barbara Welty, and
when they got to Ohio they were in debt to
land, in 1798, and
sailing April 2j,

1

a

man

to

in their native land for their passage

America to the amount of

lars.

gain

fifty-four dol-

In order to pay this inedbtedness and
a foothold in the new country they both

worked very hard,

day long and late at
hands found to do,
and it is said that at one time Mrs. Baumgartner husked corn at ten cents a day!
Hard and unpromising as was their beginning, they prospered so well that at length
they owned' a quarter section of land in
Indiana, to which his father moved to from
Ohio.
The following facts concerning their
all

night, at whatever their

children will be of interest in this connection
Their daughter Anna died in 1901. leaving a
large family.
Jacob, who was born in [827,

:

is

married and

in 1886.

lives in

David

Ohio. Elizabeth died
Ohio.
John died

lives in

1872. leaving four children.
Abraham is
the immediate subject of this sketch.
Peter
in
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in the >ld hi me farm of sixty-five acres.
It is worthy of
Katie died in childhood.
note that all of Mr. and Mrs. Baumgartner's
children and grandchildren are in good cirThe father died in 1863, aged
cumstances.

lives

-

(

mother

sixty-five years; the

in

1880, aged

eighty-five years.

Earley

in

Abraham Baumgartner

life

and two of his brothers learned the shoemaker's trade and for fifteen year- he
worked at shoemaking and repairing. He
was married April 6, 1865', to Barbara Ger>hio, a
ber, who was born in Wayne count)-.
daughter of John and Barbara (Loganbill)
<

Gerber,

natives

Mrs.
America at

Switzerland.

of

Baumgartner's mother came

to

the age of seven year-, and now, aged about
eighty-five, is living in Morgan county. Mis-

From 1868

souri.

to

1883 Mr. and Mr-.

same county.
In the year last mentioned they removed to Kansas and located in Macon
township. Harvey county, where Mr. Baumgartner bought three hundred and forty

Baumgartner

lived

in

the

acres of railroad land of an original pur-

chaser at twenty-four dollars and fifty cents
an acre, going in debt to the extent of about

They came
one-half of the purchase price.
out front Missouri by rail, bringing with
them eleven horses and mules, four head of
hogs and their household goods,
and they still have -Mine of the same furcertain
prized articles of which were
niture,
cattle, three

made

in

Wayne

county, Ohio.

Mr. Baumgartner built his present fine
residence in 1896 and his large red barn two
years later.
He has two orchards, covering
eight acres, about three miles of Osage hedge
and much wire fence. He has taken rank
among the leading farmers in his vicinity
and 1- in every sense a progressive, up-todate citizen.
Republican.

In political affiliation he

is

a.

His interest in popular eduhim to accept the office of school
director, which he has filled ably for twelve
years, and for a like period he was a memcation led

be'-

1

f

the board of dirctors of Bethel Col-

Newton, Kansas.
Mr. and Mrs. Baumgartner have had

lege, al

teen children, of

whom

six-

thirteen are living.

They have
six of them being daughters.
had two pairs of twins and eight of their
children have sat in the same school-room as
Their son Simon
students and teachers.
farmer near his father'- homestead; his
twin brother is dead.
John, who lives a
mile south of his father's homestead, has a
son and daughter. William J., who was a
teacher and student at Lawrence. Kansas, is
in college at Chicago
Mini ids, and is married.
Caroline married a Mr. Halm and lives in
Milton will graduate
Halstead township.
from a collegiate institution at Lawrence,
Kansas, with the class of 1902.
Bertha is a
member of her parents' household.
Elizteaching
Larkin
abeth is
school in
township.
Walter and Jane are twins. Walter was
is a

1,

a student at Bethel College, Newton, and
now a student f Manhattan College, this
1

and Jane is a teacher in Alto ti wnship.
Rosa. David, Eddie and Rachel are in school.
Eddie is fourteen years old and Rachel
twelve.
All members of the family except
state;

John are communicants

of the Mennonite
church.
David' Baumgartner, Abraham Baumgartner's grandfather in the paternal line.
was born in the canton of Berne. Switzerland, about 1758. and at the age of twentytwo year-, when the Mennonites were being
in his native land, he began to
preach their doctrine, meeting his people as
opportunity occurred, often at night, in cellars and in the mountains, and he labored so
successfully that at about the age of twentyfour years he was made a bishop of their
sect.
He was a minister in Switzerland and
in Wells county, Indiana, about sixty-seven
years.
He came to America about 1830,
bringing four daughters and five sons and
passed his life in preaching the gospel and
as a tenant farmer.
In his old age he lived
with his children and died in 1848. aged
ninety years.

persecuted

interesting miscellaneous item we
that Mr. Baumgartner, our subhas in his possession a hymn book
bound in 1788 by his grandfther, who was
a bookbinder by trade, and the trade was in
the family from 1750 till 1850.

As an

may add
ject,
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GILBERT

GOLDSM]

M.

II.

I

Kansas, from
>hii
ith him
and one son. March
[856, he
married Miss Felicia Frai ce Bailes, a native of >hio, whom he mel at Si. Louis. She
hi ire him
me son, lei irge
ddsmith, win is
married and has a son and three daughters,
and died August [3, [899.
Ma)
[90O.
Mr. Goldsmith married Sarah Eurton, the
111 1-11.
Mrs. Goldsmith
Jam<
has borne nine children, six of whom are
living
four sons and two daughters
and
she has six grandchildren.
In [885, Mr. Goldsmith bought a quarter
t)

(

.

t\

ins wife

any friends and admirers

i

M.

bert

loldsmith,

(

Bi

i

I

thus

fice

Burrton,

is

)hio,

(

Mr.

far.

iold

(

whose homestead was in section 14 of
-hip mentioned and whose

smith,

native of Erie county,

a

is

and was born March
his

ii.

New York,

Island.

1831

7,

>.

I

tc

-

was born on Long

father,

1785, and died at the

in

seventy-eight

der

1

1

i

\

.

I

1

I

le

the age

at

;,

acres of his original quarter seceti

family was thai

in the

has planted about

!

I
1

maiiv vaEruit and shade trees, and he to. k
pleasure in the tin iugh1 that the mosl
will doubtless stand after he has passed
away as monuments to his forethoughl and

De-

1

two daughters.
The third death in the family was that of
.in 1900. She
Charity, in Eri<
married a Mr. Risden and had nine children,
Bailey Goldsmith

1

1

his father's family.

Id, in

left

his

residence

industry.
lie is a Republican, hut has carefully
avoided nomination to any office, though he
is devoted to the interests
if his
b

survived her.
fact- concerning
surviving
children of fsaac and Sarah
Bush) Goldsmith will he .if interest in this
whi

1

of land which constituted his late
homestead, of which he acquired possessii n
under the In mestead law.
le moved
ul
of his original "shanty" into his new tine
residence in [890;
ul
in 1901 hi
farm and moved to Burrton, where he lives
a retired life,
lie has given his son eighty

five

first in

see nd death

i<

—

idow, and

The

<

1

-

irfi 'Ik,

icksburg, Mississippi.

was the

<

1

whom married and had
f
Their youngest son, George, was

children.

1.

section
''

married Sal
Virginia, and they had
le

I

1

<

county, Kansas, will lake pleasure in readbrief aco unt of his
ing the
;

1

111

The following

1

(

tion:
i>

the

Lemuel

fa:

live- in

two daughters,

•

Michig

children.

ral

lives at
uel

dichigan.
Fannie.

Julia,

who

i-

James,

who

is Mrs. StickMrs. Chester, live

Avon, Lorain county, Ohi<
Gilbert M.
the immediate subject of this sketch. The
mother of these children died in [8 4.
Gijbeft M. Goldsmith left home at the
urteen and went to St. Louis, Mis-

a:

.

i-

s

uri.

After that

for about

ten

>SEPH

J<

Vermillion,
Perkins and

II.

IIAVXES.

Although nature has been
distribution

of

gifts

to

years he

I

the energetic

methods

ture which

otherwise, at twenty-rive to forty dollars a
He then went to Fort Laramie and
ral years was employed as

whi came first t.. this state
here permanently ten years

whacker on
he went

zens

I

different cattle ranches, hi [870
ick coun-

sections

1

f

1

was employed on the Missouri and Mississipon steamers, as a deck hand and

pi rivers,

month.

lavish in her

many

Kansas, this does not fully account for the prominence attained by these
localities.
Credit must he given to those
pioneers who have been the founders of thi
and churches, the organizers .a' tl e
public conveniences in transportation facilithe state

:

1

lie

ers

countv.

f

agricul-

was Joseph H. Haynes,

of the prominent
1

n\

they have promoted.
in.

1872. locating

later, and
and substantial

Rochester township,

in

citi-

Kingman
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The old North state claims the birthof Mr. Haynes, his family being
une of the old, influential ones of Yadkin
His birth ccurred
county. North Carolina.
in 1852 and he is a sun of Hun. Thomas and
the
former of whom
Ball
Haynes,
Nancy
was at one time a distinguished member of
the state assembly and for a number of years
Thomas
a large contractor and planter.
Haynes, in his marriage to Nancy Ball, became connected with another family, of
prominence, she being a daughter of John
Ball, of English ancestry, and Revolutionary fame.
The following children were
born to Thomas and Nancy Haynes, these
Asbnry, William L..
being as follows

place

i

(

)

:

John, Calvin, Clinton. Joseph. Thomas. Victoria, Sarah Caroline and E. L.
The father
of our subject died at the age of eightyfour, die mother passed away at the age of
seventy-two. Thomas Haynes was a highly
esteerhed citizen who was honored with
man}- offices of responsibility, and for a long
period succeeding the close of the Civil war
was connected with the revenue department
of the government. His service in the state
legislature was creditable, his record being
that of an unsullied statesman.
Both he
and wife were consistent members of the
Methodist church.
Joseph H. Haynes. of this sketch, was
reared on his father's plantation and remained under the parental roof until 1872,
when he made his first trip to Kansas, stopping in Reno county, and after his return to
North Carolina he was engaged in the rev-

enue

service.

Then Mr. Haynes embarked

trading business in Yadkin county,
dealing in tobacco, stock, horses, mules, etc.,
continuing for some years, after which he
returned to Kansas, in 1882. Although Mr.
Haynes has faced some very discouraging
conditions since locating here, he has never
lost his faith in the future of this great
state, and has by sheer force of energy accomplished much where others would have
failed.
Now his fine farm of four hundred
and eighty acres well repays all his former
activity, and the three hundred acres yield
great 'harvests of wheat, the remainder of
the land being utilized for grazing.
When
in a

the great question of irrigation is settled
this portion of the state of Kansas will be
Mr. Haynes
the garden spot of the world.

has been sucessful in his efforts and is one
men of Rochester town-

of the substantial

Democratic political circles
and an intelligent and interested promoter
of educational and progressive enterprises.
At the age of twenty-six Mr. Haynes
was united in marriage to Miss Mahala
Cheppell, a lady who was born, reared and
educated in a high social circle in Yadkin
count}-, North Carolina, where her parents,
Moses and Keziah (Swaim) Cheppell, enjoyed prominence and esteem. The parents
are both deceased. The father lived for two
years in Reno county, Kansas. A family of
eight children was born to Mr. and Mrs.
Haynes, as follows
Mina, a popular and
successful teacher of Kingman county;
ship, a leader in

:

Lillie Belle; Birdie,

deceased; Megus; Syl-

vester; Cecil, deceased;

Thomas; and Har-

The

vey Talmadge.

religious connection
with the Baptist church.
The famous hospitality credited to southern
people finds expression in this household,
friends and guests enjoying a welcome
seldom extended in a more agreeable fash-

of the family

is

ion.

WESLEY

MicCABE.

The farming and

stock-raising interests
of Wilson township. Rice county, are well
represented by Wesley McCabe, who now

on section 4, where he has a fine
home, indicative of the careful supervision
and capable management of the owner. He
was born in Crosswicks, New Jersey. October 9, 1829, and comes of a family whose
salient characteristics were industry, morality and integrity.
His father, George Mcresides

of New Jersey.
subject died when
infant and the latter was thus deprived of a father's care.
He was reared upon the home farm in New
Jersey and pursued his education in the
common schools. He married Miss Sarah
Bennett, who was born in the same township

Cabe, was also a native

The grandfather of our
George McCabe was an

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
occurred and was a
tl
Ben-

in
which his birth
daughter of Jai

nett,

both natives of

days

par-

.Miami

in

1
.

In the year

Cabe

Her

Jersey.

enl their last

:

o unt)

1

New

1

Sarah Mc-

ind

1

home

the Atlantic o ast to seek a

left

and located upon a farm
where Mr. McCabe devoted his remaining days to the tilling of
His
the soil and the cultivation of crops.
political support was given to the Whig

in the

in

Buckeye

Miami a

state

unty,

party until its dissolution, when he ji ined
An
the ranks of the Republican party.
earnest and consistent Christian, he held
membership with the Methodisl Episcopal

church and did

all

in his

power

H

the Master.

he serve

leader,

r

promote

to

years

thirt)

and died

near Cincinnati, and

is a daug
ter paterBadgle}
Bell'es
grandfather was John Badgley, who
Ihio.
James
[amilton o >unt)
died in
Badgley was horn in that county, as was his
By their marriage they became the
wife.
ers: Willparents of five sons and
iam, who died at the age of nineteen year-:
V
Mrs. Mary J. Mc< '.il e; Leal
\.ngeline Lovina, Eliza, James, George and

and Eliza

i

I

.

I

nal

I

Charles,

<

.

all

The

deceased.

made farming

family

hi-

father of this

life

work and

provided a comfortable living for
In politics he was a
his wife and children.
lie died in
>hio, at the age
term crat.
sixty-five years, and his wife passed
thereb)

1

(

I

The latter
1897.
Baptist church.

was

in

1

member

a

Mr. and Mrs, McCabe began

the

at

845

oi

tin

their do-

jhl year-, while his wife, long
surviving him, departed this life at the age
too, belonged to the
of eight)
5
church, and her kindly
and generous disposition and many sterling
trait- of character won her the friendship
of all with whom she came in contact. This
worthy couple became the parents
children, namely:
Wesley, of this review;

mestic life in Miami county. Ohio, where
they remained until 1867, when they removed to Henderson county, [llii

James. John and Mary Ann. who are now
George, who is living upon the
home farm in Miami county, Ohio, and in
ise which was erected by his father hi
[837; William and Ann. who have passed
away: and John, deceased, who was the sec
.ime and who served as a surgeon in
aliment during the Civil
war.

provement and pi
There he made
stage.

.

up
Wesley McCabe
home farm in Miami county, Ohii
e usual work that falls to the
farmer hoys. He had the advantage
a g<

The
him
nd

is

seven

horn

in

tai

in

3

1

in
f

later

twenty-

primitive

i>

E

He

railroad land.

in his labors,

and having

has prospered

faith in the future

of Kansas, he has made investments in realty
landed possessions now aggregate

hundred and forty

acre-.

He

1

arms, and
he of the besl b be
found in Rice county. It is improved with
a tine modern residence, supplied with all
the comforts and conveniences, a lai
granary, sheds, feed lots and a windmill
The
for pumping water.

assisted h

age

its

urteen feet. The
mere shanty, twelve by
was a homestead claim, containing
one hundred and sixty acres and Mr. McCabe in addition to this purchased eighty

six

at the

settlers

early

place

until his

i

I

the

in

a

their

Mary Jane
-

>~i

railroad had just been
the work of im-

his home for seven
1S7S -old hi- property in Iowa
Rice county, Kansas, taking
and came h
up his abode upon tin- farm where he now
makes his home. Only twenty acn
land had been broken and the dwelling was

their

educational pri\
knowledge has been largely

y<

The

the county and

to

it

of
the

public

He was married

built

it

his
1

I

Iowa, becoming one
in that district.

training of

e>

life.

t

li

1

od Christian home

and the care of parents who made
the

the

n

.

eating near Oquawka. In that locality Mr.
McCabe followed farming until 1S71. when
Madison county.
lie took up his abode in

his

home farm

i-

::>

w

1

.

1
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afford excellent feedinggrounds for the
stock and the waving fields of grain give
good promise of large harvests.
Everything about the place indicates the thrift and
enterprise of the owner, who was justly

regarded as one of the substantial agriculturists of his

The home

community.
of Mr. and Mrs. McCabe

has been blessed with eleven children Anna
Frances, who died at the age of eleven
:

years; Mary Belle, who was a successful
teacher and is now the wife of John Bush,
of Rockville township. Rice county; George

E. and James M., who are resident fanners
of Wilson township; Sadie Malinda, who
was formerly a popular teacher and is now
the wife of Sidney Smith, of Houston,
Texas, and is the owner of an extensive
ranch of sixteen hundred acres in the Lone
Star state Harry. Elmer, of Wilson town;

ship; Agnes, deceased wife of

George MonWilson township; Charles W, who
is upon the home farm; Elnora Maull, wife
of Frank Forney, of Lyons; Laura Edith
and Bertha Grace, both at home. The latroe, of

ter

is

identified with the educational inter-

ests of the county as a teacher.
Mr. McCabe has been honored with the office of
township treasurer for a number of years
and has also been justice of the peace. Both
he and his wife are worthy and prominent
members of the Presbyterian church of
Lyons and contribute liberally to its support. A man of fine physique, he weighs
over two hundred pounds.
Seventy-two

years have passed since he entered earth's
pilgrimage, but nature has dealt kindly with

him and his has been in the main a happy
and prosperous life. Mr. and Mrs. McCabe
are an esteemed and highly respected old
couple of sunny disposition and genial manner, who arc rich not only in the possession
of a comfortable competence but in the love
of family and friends and in the respect of
children and grandchildren.

in Marion county,
His father, J. H.
July. 185(1.
was born in Morgjh county, Illinois, and the grandfather was a native
of Pennsylvania, of Pennsylvania-German
descent, and became one of the first settlers

birth

having occurred

Iowa,

in

Miller,

ct Morgan county, [llinois.
J.'H. Miller
married Miss Martha J. Leighter, who was
She died
born in Jacksonville, Illinois.
when our subject was twelve years of age,

—

leaving four children,
John L.. Martha J.,
For
Sarah Cathrine and Mary Isabella.
his second wife the father chose Mary E.
Millard, and they were the parents of five
children,
Frank, Cora, Lora, William, and
Anna. The father m nv resides near W'in-

—

in Madison county, Iowa, where he
engaged in farming. He formerly voted
with the Democracy, but is now a Populist.
J. L. Miller was reared on his father's
farms in Marion and Marshall counties,
Iowa, where he was early inured to the
work of field and meadow. His early eduterset,
is

cation

was received

ing and observation, have added greatly to
In- knowledge. In 1878 he came with a team
and v. agon to the Sunflower state, a location being made in Rice county.
He began
life on this western frontier without money

and all that he now
by persistent effort
and
faltering energy.
He first purchased
eighty acres of land and began farming in
or influential friends,

owns has been

J.

neers

L.

MILLER.

L.

Miller,

and

leading agriculturists of Rice
a native of the Hawkeve state, his

county,

is

one of the honored pio-

obtained,

'.111

a small

way, but his landed possessions nowaggregate four hundred acres of the best
land to be found in central Kansas.
His
principal crop is wheat, and he is also extensively engaged in raising a good grade
of horses. His fields were under a high state
of cultivation, yielding an excellent return
to the owner, and his pastures afford excellent opportunity for the raising of stock.
For about eight years he has been engaged
in raising a

good grade of horses and mules

and now owns

JOHX

in the district schools of

his native state, but actual experience, read-

me

a

thoroughbred Messenger,

of the best horses of Rice county.

In

December. 1876, Mr. Miller was
united in marriage to Samantha E. Marshall who for twenty-six years has proved
a faithful companion and "helpmate for the
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journey of

o

unty,

She was born

life.

w;i_\ direel
lere he at once
papers for citizi
on found
empl ymenl a- a farm hand.
In
cami b
Kansas, locating in the Solomon
valley, in Ottawa county, lnu al thai time

hi-

in

847

I

tiled

1

The mother died

erine Marshall.

was

called

the

I'-

in

Iowa,

home

be

Mr. and

E

Mr-. Miller has been blessed with six chilthree suns and three daughters,Uton, Minta May, Essie Pearl,
Emmett Roy, Goldie Marie and I.e.' Guy.
Mr. Miller formerly affiliated with the

dren,

k

The family

now a Populist.
have many warm friends in the
but

party,

is

county where they have so long resided, and
are highly esteemed by all with wl
ne in

ntact.

ci

1

rganized.
Le made
including a timI

a choice selection of land,

ber tract bordering the

which

he

once

at

merits,

[&

and

in

Solomon river, on
made some small
the

folk .win-

year,

he received hi- title to the land,.
[e
erected a log cabin and stable, and with his
r]

|

.

ox teams began breaking
of

early

those

prairie.

day-,

far

removed

from the privileges and conveniences of city
the struggle for existence was a stem
and hard one. but they pi ssessed indomitable energy and sterling worth of character
as well as marked physical courage, and thus
were able to right the battles of life successfully.
When Mr. Geissert first located here
the Indians were numerous, but were friendly, game of all kinds was plentiful, and wild
life,

LEWIS GEISSERT.
ideni
;

'

ni'

m

and

valley, bebi

fore

its

organization, and has ever since been identified with its growth and development. Born-

near Alsace, France, on the 6th of April.
rge and Maggie
(Burck) Geissert, native- also of Alsace

and representatives of prominent German
families.

They

spent their entire lives in

Their children were eight
in number, namely
Lewis, the suhject of
tin- review: Maggie, who yet makes her
home in France: Jacob, who died in Kansas; George, who departed tin- life in Illi-

their native land.

:

resides

land:

Katie,

who makes
Emma,
:

:

Abraham.

f

ssert

in

his

native

her home in St.
of Germany, and

California.

remained under the par-

years of age.
entered the German army, remaining therein tor six years, a? is required by
the laws of that country, and on the expira:- term of enlistment he entered the
service as a substitute, thus spending the
folL wing five years, hi? -ervices in all covDuring his
of eleven years.
military career he saved a sum of money
sufficient to bring him to America, landing
in Xew York in 1858. and from there made
'

beasts roamed at will over the country.
About 1S67, however, the red men became
hostile, and the settlers, greatly alarmed lest

should be attacked, fortified themselves
for protection, but none in tin- neighborthe]

ho
were ever molested. In that early day
the nearest postofhee was fifty mile- distant,
it
requiring two day- to make the journey
1

on
hi-

in

and during the first five years of
residence here Mr. Geissert paid taxes

foot,

Davis county,

>r the
Hi >w ing two years
Salina county, ami then Ottawa county
was organized.
After the Union Pacific
branch was completed to Solomon valley
the town of Bennington was organized, thus
fi

fi

in

bringing the advantages of city life within
es of Mr. Geissert's farm.
Having
been the first settler here he was better prefor
pared
the grasshopper calamity of 1874
than many of his neighbors, and he was
thus able to render them substantial assistAfter the homestead bill wa- p sse
ance.
he secured an adjoining eighty acres, thus
making his landed possessions to aggregate two hundred and forty acres, and on
that place he made his Inane for thirty-three
years.
He then -old the farm in order to
secure more land in one body, and purI
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chased four hundred and eighty acres in
Cole creek, all valley land, and here he has
made many substantial and valuable improvements.
In April, igoi. however, he
purchased a residence at Bennington, where
he and his wife are now spending the eve-

ning of their life in quiet retirement, their
Mr.
farm being conducted by their sons.
Geissert and his faithful wife endured all
the hardships and deprivations incident to
life on the frontier, but their well directed

have been crowned with a well merand gratifying degree of sua
now after a long and eventful career they
can look back over the past with pride and
enjoy their remaining years of earthly pilgrimage with a consciousness of having
gained the confidence and respect of the
entire community in which they reside.
Mr. Geissert was first married in 1866,
to Mrs. Elizabeth Ringwold. whose first
husband died during the Civil war, leaving
four children.
She was a daughter of
Philip Rhodes, a native of Germany, and a
prominent early settler of Ottawa county.
After coming to this locality he purchased
land and improved a good farm, but both
he and his wife and daughter, Elizabeth,

prominent and leading agriculturists; and
William and Charles, at home.
The family are consistent and worthy

members
his

of the Presbyterian church.
relations
Mr. Geissert

political

the office of school treasurer, the
cause of education ever finding in him a
warm and helpful friend. His has been a
filled

well spent

life,

and

true to

efforts

duties,

ited

right has gained

died of cholera in [867.
After the death
of Mrs. Geissert her four children were
cared for by relatives. In 1873 our subject
was united in marriage with Miss Katie

Mocker, who was born in the kingdom of
Wurtemberg, Germany, on the 25th of September. [852, a daughter of Andrew and
Christena (Pfeifer) Mocker, both of whom
died in their native land.
The father was
a shoemaker by trade, and both he and his

wife were consistent members of the Presbyterian church.
Their children were as
follows:
Christina, deceased; Gotleib, a
resident of St. Louis. Missouri; Andrew,
who makes his home in Ottawa county;
and Katie, the wife of our subject.
Mrs.
Geissert

came

her brother.

America
Unto our

to

in

company with

subject

have been born seven children:

who
is

is

still

and wife
Maggie,

with her parents; George,

who

conducting the old homestead; Andrew,

who married Miss Blanche Steward, and
a prominent farmer; Louej and

\dam,

is

also

In

was

formerly a Democrat, but in 1900 he cast
He has
his ballot in favor of McKinley.

his

all

public

and private

scrupulous regard for the
him the esteem of a large

circle of friends.

CAREY
Among
em

states

J.

COMMER.

the representatives of the south-

who have found

a

home

in central

Kansas and who have contributed substantially toward its development and prosperity
none is better or more favorably known
than the subject of this sketch, who was
born in Winston countv, Mississippi, December 2j, 185 1.
Little is known by Mr. Commer of his
grandfather in the paternal line except that
he was a native of South Carolina, and who

when Mr. Commer's father, Thomas
H. Commer, was eleven years. The latter
was born in Union district. South Carolina,
May 12. 1S18. and was a farmer and physician.
When he was twentv-three years old
he went to Winston countv. Mississippi,
where he bought one hundred and sixty
died

He cleared
and improved a good farm, to the
area of which he added until at the time of
his death he owned five hundred and forty
acres of heavily timbered land.

this tract

The homestead was one of the best
with an excellent house and
ample outbuildings, but there was upon it
about thirty acres of reed-brake, low and
marshy land, which long was infested by
wolves and wildcats.
On this farm Dr.
Commer resided, engaged principally in the
acres.

in its vicinity,

cultivation of cotton.
Late in life he took
up the practice of medicine and after his sons
were old enough to manage the plantation

CAREY

|.

COMMER AND

FAMILY.

^r
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he gave his entire attention to his pi
and gained a large and lucrativ<
and an en\ iable reputatii n
r skill
sician and surgeon.
During the Civil war
about a year in the Confederate
cavalry, during the greater portion
f which
time his regiment was -i.n ned
i<

1

1

i

;

where
in politics
was detailed
r guard duty,
he was a Democrat.
lie died of paralysis
01" the heart in May. [887.
te was married
in Winston county, Mississippi, ab
1*.
Leatherwi id, wit. w
Margaret
there in November, [835, a daughter of
LeatherIsaac and Delina (Woodrough)
wood and is living with his youngesl son,
Yancy, on the old family homestead. Isaac
Leatherwood, Mr. Commer's grandfather in
ippi.

f<

it

1

ti

•

1

1

the material line, operated a plantation in
Mississippi, until his death.
After that sad
ccurred in 185(1.

Winston county,
event hi-

widow went

to

Texas and was

a

member

of the household of her son-in-law,
A. C. Stone, until her death, which occurred i". the spring of 1887. when she had
reached the advanced age of eighty-seven
year-.
J.
ts'

whom

Commer was

the third born in

family of eight children,

five

James, when
a mere youth, entered the Confederate army
as a substitute for one of his uncles and
died in a hospital at Alabama, when he was

of

survive.

I

li- br< ither,

only -ixteen year- old.

Johi
is

next youngfer than the subject of
this sketch, is a planter in Winston county,
Mississippi, near the old family homestead.
William B. has been engaged in farming in
South Hutchinson, Reno county, Kansas.
since 1804.
He married Miss Florence E.
Fair, sister of Mrs. Carey J. Commer.
Rebecca died in infancy in Winston county,
operates
Mississippi.
Yancy S. lives on and

Commer
Mrs. Carey

J.

.

Winston county.

Carey J. Commer, of South Hutchinson,
Kansas, was educated in the a immi in schi
near his childhood home in Winston county. Mississippi, and remained on hi- father's
plantation until he was twent) one warold.
He then bought a farm not far distant from his father's home, which
Much timber grew upon
ated for -ix years.
it and he cleared
Id il to advantage and
land ami in 1880
went on a southern pospecting tour as far
as Dallas. Texas, spending -'.me time in
He returned in
Arkansas and Tennessee.
the fall of that year after an absence of
about six months and soon afterward became acquainted with Miss Georgia Fair,
whom after a brief courtship he married.
Mr-. Commer, who was a daughter of
«

Mississippi, in
en children.

1891, leav-

il

-

Thomas A. and Julia (Minter) Fair, was
Her
born in Winston county, Mississippi.
grandfather Minter, a native of South Carolina, emigrated to Choctaw county. Mississippi, where in ante-bellum days he became
prominent as a planter and slave owner.
In 1874 he removed to Reno county, Kansas, where he invested in land and there he
died April 26, t886, aged eighty-six year-.
Thomas A. Fair, father of Mrs. Carey J.
Commer. was born in South Carolina.
CI
whence he rem. ved
Mississippi, where he acquired wealth and
he
Ren
and
in
removed
position,
1883
township. Reno county, Kansas, and bought
a large farm on section 35, which he improved until it became known tar and wide
a- one of the best places in the county, it
having a magnificent eleven-room house,
large barns, a forty-acre orchard and other
improvements and conveniences. There Mr.
t

1

>

Fair lived until his death, in 1897. his widow
March 21, 1901. when she died. In

until

August. 1901. this valuable farm was sold
for twenty thousand dollars in order to effect
a division of the Fair estate.

plantation in Mississippi.

John M. Fair, a brother of
Commer. and a native of
•;
Mississippi, and died in

Callie F. married

849

after their

Commer

went

to

marriage Mr. ami Mrs.
Panola count}-.

Mississ-

where they 'visited three months in
the family of one of Mr. Commer'- brothers.
ippi,

Thence thev wen: to Xew Orleans. F ui-iana. and after a short stop there, to Holland,
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Texas, near which town Mr. Commer was
for two vears engaged in raising cotton and
In December. 1884. they went to
grain.
Reno county. Kansas, where for a time they
were the guests under the roof of Mrs.

Commer's grandfather. Minter. Then for
two years Mr. Cummer was superintendent
Afhe returned to Holland, Texas,
where during the ensuing two years he busFor two
ied himself with growing cotton.
years after that he was again superintendent of the Fair estate and then he removed
to South. Hutchinson,
where he bought
about two bli cks of land and a residence on
avenue B.
He was engaged in railroad
work until June 7. 1891. September 20,
following, he bought a well improved farm
of eighty acres in Center township, Reno
county, which is now operated by a tenant,
but on which he intends taking up his residence in the fall of 1902.
of the large estate of his father-in-law.
ter that

Politically Mr. Commer was originally a
Democrat, but during recent years he has
affiliated with the Republicans, and has been
not without influence in the local councils of
that body.
In the spring of 1891 he was
nominated on a citizens* ticket as a member
of the common council, of South Hutchinson, but was defeated by a few votes
in
1892 he was again nominated and elected;
in 1893 he was the second time defeated for
the same office: in 1894 he was again elected
and by re-election since has served seven
;

terms.
He was reared in the
Baptist church, of which his
member. He is a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and has
been treasurer of the local society of Tonties since its organization in South Hutchinson.
He and Mrs. Commer are members
of the Odd Fellows auxiliary order of Resuccessive
faith

wife

of

is

-

the

a

bekahs.
Their marriage has been blessed
with two daughters
Connie E., who was

—

born in Holland. Texas. February. 1884.
and was married March 6. 1901, in the First
Methodist church of Hutchinson to William Skirt, who is employed in the Crescent
Produce house, at Newton, Kansas, where
they live; and Callie F.. who was bum November 14, 1889.

MITCHELL.

O. P.
ibjecl

E

tin.-

it'

'tice

is 'a

pn

>sper-

ous farmer of Reno county. Kansas, living
on the northeast quarter of section 28,
Haven township, and having his postoffice
at Haven.
He is a descendant of an old and
once wealthy family of France, and his father. Roland X. Mitchell, who was a farmer, was born in Pennsylvania about 1822.
Joseph Mitchell, his grandfather, was born
near Paris. France, the youngest of four
brothers three of whom gave up their lives
for their beloved France while serving under Napoleon.
Their father was the owner
of a line of merchant ships plying between
Paris and American ports, and in order adequately to supervise the American end of
his enterprise he sent the grandfather of
eel of this sketch to be educated in
the United States: but the loss of hi- other
sons and of his great fortune through the
vicissitudes of war changed his plan-, and
Joseph abandoned hi- studies and located in
Pennsylvania as a blacksmith, though his
previous experience had been as a sailor,
and there eventually he married.
From Pensvlvania Joseph Mitchell removed to) Illinois and from Illinois he went
to Mission Valley, in Missouri, where he
died about 1S65.' Roland N. Mitchell, father of O. P. Mitchell, was the first born of
his six children.
His daughter Ruann married a Mr. Colman and lives at Canton, Illinois, and his brother Joseph, who is a blacksmith, lives in Iowa.
Roland X. Mitchell

removed from

his native state to Illinois
with his father, and the family lived near
Nauvoo when the Mormons were driven
from that place and sought a refuge further
west.
In the spring of 1850 he went to
California, where he met with considerable
success a- a gold-miner, and returning by

way

of

Cape Horn and Cuba went up
river to Iowa and located

Mississippi

the
in

Fayette county, where he married Mrs.
Polly Whiting, a native of the state of New
York.
She had accompanied her parents
to Illinois and settled with them not far
from Canton, where she had met and married Jac< ib Whiting, with whom she had
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towa, where Mr. Whiting had died.
she had three chil-

lunting

By her former marriage
dren,

married
in

re In ing

tw'i
;

i

Wood

county,

who married
and

lives

at

a

Susie,

camp, but he was nol

farmer living

Oklahoma; and

little

Jennie.

stealthily

strike
its

when he
Thirty-eighth
lunteer Infantry, with
which organization he served until the end
of the Civil war. for a time under Genera!
Fremont in Missouri and Arkansas, where
he had vme hard experiences, and later
under General (Irani in the vicinity of Memphi-. Tennessee, where he was some weeks
in a hospital.
After the war he returned to
his farm in Fayette county, Iowa, and remained there until 1872, when he removed
county, Kansas.
Mr. Mitchell brought his family and
belonging- from Iowa to Kansas with three
enlisted

in

until

Company

in

iSiu.

Mitchell

and companions

lie

camp, which was beside the little bod) of
water mentioned, and while he was there
alone a buffalo that had been wounded bv
the hunters dashed into the water of a
small pool at the edge of the lake 'and lay

down

there to ease the pain of his

and cool himself after

his flight.

wound
All the

scare

of

dug-out, and the

saw him, and.

about

ti

sprit

so

to leap into the lake to

1874,

when most

first

season Air. Mitchell'

broke sixty acres of land and put it under
cultivation.
In the summer of 1874 he had
sixty acres of fine corn advanced to the
condition of

good roasting

ears

when

the

grasshoppers descended upon it and destroyed it within three days after their appearance.
In 1875 many more appeared,
but did no great damage. During the hard
times that followed the visitations of the
grasshoppers. Air. Mitchell and his sons
gathered buffalo bones on the prairie and
sold them at four dollars a ton.
He improved his claim into a fine farm and died

upon

January 5, 1890, aged between sixand sixty-eight years. His wife

it

ty-seven

once participated with

lake not far from the South Ninescah river.
!>anions had left him to guard the

ira

in a little domicile, partly sod-house, party

killed

a shallow-

it

was forced

Indian

t

which

<

tl

settlers fled to Hutchinson and Wichita.
Roland N. Mitchell and his family remained on their claim.
During the first few years of the resdence of the family in Kansas they lived

can remember, was started by a Air.
ver.
Before the brute succumbed
hi
by several persons and its body
contained no less than twenty-three bullets.
O. P. Mitchell has a vivid recollection of a
in

kind.

I

of Mr. Ash's home and Mr. Mitchell participated in the chase which, as nearly as

hunt

to

charged upon him

feet,

the lad

several buffaloes on his claim.
In 1873 a
buffalo was slain near the present location

Hi Day and Charles Davis, near

that

appn cached
as he could and was
he

when

it

of

11

left

The buffalo did ii'
save himself.
him, but went away a short distance and
again la\ down in the water, where he was
dispatched bj the men on their return: and'
his hide was one of one hundred and thirty that the party brought in from that expedition.
At the time of the memorable

II.

teams and wagons and located where he now
lives, on the northeast quarter of section
28. Haven township; and it is worthy of
note that his wagons were the first to make
their appearance so far west on the ridge.
There were many buffaloes, deer and antelopes in the vicinity then, and from time to
time Mr.

omissii

pole

tent

were
instantly
no gun at the
be deterred by a

instincts

The men had

aroused.

who

a Mr. Pettingill, an engineer,
Chicago, Illinois.
Mr. Mitchfarm in Fayette county, [owa,

bought a
which he operated

ell

.ml.

:

85

i

[

j

survived him until April 12, 1898. In political affiliation Air.
Mitchell was a Republican and he took an active part in public affairs.
Before the Christian people of
the township were numerous enough to
establish denominational churches, a union
organization was maintained, of which Air.
Mitchell was an active supporter, and of
the Sunday-school, of which, held at the
Sylvan schoolhouse. he was for seven years
superintendent.
Roland N. and Polly Whiting Mitch|

|
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had six children, of whom the subject
of this sketch was the fourth in order of
birth and is the only survivor.
William J.
ell

was born in Fayette county, Iowa, about
1854. and died in Haven township, of typhus fever, in 1N87. His widow, formerly
Clara E. Hopkins, and four sons survive
him.
Roland J., born in Fayette county,
L wa. died in the Cherokee nation. Indian
Territory, in 1897. leaving a widow and
two children.
Benjamin, born in Fayette
county. Iowa, died at Osawatomie, Miami'
county. Kansas: O. P. was born in Fayette county, Iowa, February 3. 1861. Frank
died at the home of the subject of this
sketch of typhus fever, in 18S7.
George
B. died at Fort McClellan in 1887.
O. P. began his education in a public
school in Fayette county. Iowa, and after
the removal of his family to Kan
tinned it in the Sylvan district school in
Haven township. All of his brothers except the youngest having gone away, he
remained at home and cared for his parents
.

and in 1891 began buying
out the other heirs to the estate. He i- now
the sole owner of the home farm, and for
a time owned the northwest quarter of the
in their old age.

same

and eighty acres in section 21.
On the land last mentioned he erected a
barn and granaries, which together with
his horses were destroyed by tire in 1898.
After that he built a barn on the old homestead and bought a team and a set of fine
new harness, but his ill luck seemed not to
have left him', for some thief stole the harness the night after he hung it up in his
stable. In 1896 Mr. Mitchell bought his pressection

ent residence,

of

where

it

then located four miles east

now

and moved

stands,

it

to

homestead. Some years ago he sold all
of his land except his original homestead
and during the past three years he has rented
that, and in order to recuperate, if possible,
his

from the

effects of his severe labor in formhe has given himself considerable
and has travelled extensively.

er years,

leisure

successful, notably in 1890, 1891 and 1892.
In 1891 he cleared about twenty-six hundred dollars and the next year had twenty
acre- of wheat in one field which yielded an
average of forty-five bushels an acre, his
wheat averaging the previous year thirtyHe was one of the
four bushels an acre.
original stockholders in the Mount Hope
Bank, and at different time- has been connected with other important interests.
He
has been deemed especially worthy of a
place in this work because of his interesting
ancestral record, because he is the sole survivor of his family, and hecause he has won

noteworthy success in
and against so many

life

by

his

own

efforts

obstacles.

DANIEL RUTH.
Baiern. near Mingen. Germany
scene of the birth of Daniel Ruth, of sec1. Garden township.
Harvey count v.
Kansap, which occurred May 24. 1841.
John Ruth, his father, was born in Rhine-

tion

feltz,

Germany, and died

Iowa,

in 1855.

in Lee county,
married Elizabeth Dettweiler about 1832 and they cam.
United States in 1852.
Mrs. Ruth was
born in 181 3.

He

John Ruth owned seventy acreGermany, which he sold to such advanhe brought some little means with
him
America.
He bought in Lee county,
Iowa, a farm of about two hundred acres,
which had been improved and some of
which was timber land.
He had seven
in

1

-

named

children,

were horn
in

in

a-

follows,

St.

six

whom

of

Germany, one

who married Jacob

arine,

Clair county.

in Iowa:
CathKrehbiel and lives

Illinois:

Daniel,

who

the immediate subject of this
sketch;
Susan M.. who lives in Garden township:
Barbara A., who marrixl Daniel Eymann,
of Garden township: John A., who is a
prosperous farmer of Elmo township Henry B.. a retired merchant and a widower,
who lives at Galveston, Texas: and Elizabeth who married Jacob Showalter and
is

:

-Mr.
lect

Mitchell

Knight,

a

is

the Baptist church.

man and

a

Woodman

Republican and a

He

is

and

a Se-

ma

a public-spirited

.

as a

farmer has been remarkably

lives

in

Harvey countv.

a mile

north

of
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her

of

these

children

Halstead, Kansas, in 1885.
subject of this sketch was educated
in hi- native land and assisted in carrying

died

at

The

on the work of the home farm until his
marriage.
In October, 1868, he married
Anna Showalter, who was born in Ashland
county, Ohio, September 3, 1848. a daughter of Peter and .Mary
Eymann) Sho1

walter. natives

1

1

Germany, who came

to

the United States in 1845, making the voyage in a sailing vessel, which was se\ eral
mi nths at sea.
Mrs. Ruth was reared a

farmer's daughter, and received a
education in her native language. She
the only daughter in her father's fam-

typical
fair

was

and -lie had eight brothers, six of whom
Her father, who was a large
man, but never robust in health, died in
1882, at the age of sixty-three years; her
mother died at Mound Ridge. McPherson
county, Kansas, in 1890. aged sixty-eight
ily

are living.

years.

Mr. and Mrs. Ruth began their married
tenant farmers in St. Clair county,

life as

Illinois.
At the expiration of three years
he and his older hr' ther bought a one-hundred-acre-farm, which he operated until
In March, that year, he located at
[875.
Halstead. Harvey county, Kansas, where
for two years he was a furniture dealer.
In 1874 he bought a quarter section, where
he now lives and another quarter section
further west, the two quarter sections costing him only seven hundred dollars.
At
this time he would not sell for ten thousand
dollars.
He also owns two other quarter
sections, one lying east, the other w-est. of
his home farm.
On three of these quarter
sections he has reliable tenants.
He harvests an average of six thousand bushels of
wheat and two thousand bushels of corn
each year and gives considerable attention
to stock, keeping eighty head of good cattle,
twenty horses and fifty to seventy hogs.
He built a portion of his fine residence in
1881, another portion in 1888. and completed it in 1900.
It has fourteen rooms,
including bath room and pantry.
He has
four orchards, two of which he planted.

853

which produce quite a variety
Each of his farms is provided with a comlie began
plete set of farm buildings.
farming on the Kansas prairie "ii a comparatively small settle and for a time en1

I

countered many discouragements, but his
perseverance and good management have
made him one of the leading farmers in
his county.
He and his family began
housekeeping there among rude environments and with few conveniences, and now
live in a large modern residence supplied
with running water, which is brought up
from the depths of the earth by a large windmill.
The family are members of the Mennonite church, in which Mr. Ruth till- the
office of deacon.
Daniel and Anna (Showalter) Ruth
have had fifteen children, who are here
named in the sequence of their nativity
Otto P., born January. 1870, is in delicate
health and a part of the time lives in Los
Mary A. died at the
Angeles. California.
age of eighteen months. Lizzie C. an attractive young lady, is a member of her
Abraham J., a civil
parents" household.
is
employed by the American
Bridge Company at Trenton. New Jersey.
Adolph C. lives in Okeene. Oklahoma.
Martha S.. a very popular young woman
and very musical, is a member of her parents' household.
John J. lives at KingMary A. (second) died
fisher, Oklahoma.
Gerhard is a
at the age of sixteen years.
student at Bethel College, Newton, Kansas.

engineer,

Edward
talent,

is

S..

who

possesses

assisting his

and attending school.

much musical

father on the farm
Herman A. was the

next in order of birth; he is attending the
high school at Mound Ridge. M'cPherson
Meta F.. now fourteen
county, Kansas.
B.
vears old. is acquiring an education.
Alvin is thirteen years old; Roy F.. nine:

and Oren H. was born June 6. 1894.
Mr. Ruth has long taken a deep interest
in public

education, and. as a Republican,

has been repeatedly elected a member of
the township school board, an office which
he has filled with much ability and fidelity.
He is a man of much public spirit, ready at

S
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all

times to advance to the extent of his

any movement which

ability

ment tends

in

judg-

hi?

to the benefit of his fellow citi-

the

family were Christopher,

of

Pennsyl-

vania, Gus, Catherine. Louisa, Maria,

nerva, and three

who

Mi-

died in childhood.

Marion Fox was early trained to habits
of industry and economy.
He acquired his
knowledge of the common branches of

zens.

MARIOX FOX.

English learning

in

the public sch<

was seventeen years of age when

Marion Fox. who is residing on section
8. Hazleton township. Barber county, has
been a resident of this portion of the state
since 1SS5 and is a typical representative
of the progressive spirit of the west.

He

Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, April 26. 1846. and is a son of
David Fox, who was of Holland lineage.
The family, however, was founded in the
Keystone state at an early date and David
Fox was there reared to manhood, enjoying
the privileges afforded by the common
and on the home farm, becoming fa-

was born

in

miliar with

all

the

duties

Hugh,

a

lady

who

incidenl

He

cultivation of the fields.

married Polly

possessed

many

esti-

mable qualities of mind and heart.
She
proved a most faithful wife and devoted
mother and enjoyed the warm regard of all
who knew her. She was born and reared
in Westmoreland county and was
Pennsylvania-German lineage.
Air.
Fox
carried on farming and also operated a distillery and manufactured high wines.
He
was a very successful business man and
thus was enabled to provide comfortably for
his family.
His political support was given
the Republican party.
His death occurred
at the age of sixty-seven years and his wife
passed away when sixty-three years of age.
In their family were fourteen children, sevand seven daughters, and five of
the former served as soldiers of the Civil

war:

William,

who was

member
was
is

a

now

for four years a

of the Union army Edward, who
wagon-master during the war and
;

deceased; Alexander,

who

likewise

wore the nation's uniform in her hour of
peril
Samuel, who was in the army and is
;

now

living in

md

'

Sumner countv,
who responded to

Caldwell,

Marion,

Lincoln's
out the rebellion.

call

The

for aid

other

to

crush

members of

in 1864
he offered his seiwices to the government,

joining Company E of the Two Hundred
and Sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, under
command of Captain Grant and Colonel
Brady. He at once went to the front and
before he had been in the service ten days
participated in the engagement at Port Rock,
near Bermuda Hundred. He was on guard
and patrol duty in Virginia most of the
time and after being honorably discharged
from the service at the close of the wars
he returned to Pennsylvania.
When twenty-two years of age. in the
year 1868* Mr. Fox was married in the
Keystone state to Charlotte Rumbaugh, a
lady of intelligence and culture, who has
proved a most able helpmate to him.
She
was born and reared in Pennsylvania, her
parents being Michael and Lovinia Rum-

who were well known and worthy
now deceased. LeavPennsylvania in the year 1885, Mr.
Fox brought his family to Barber county,
Kansas, and settled upon a farm near Hazelton.
There he lived for eighteen months
after which he sold that property and became

baugh,

people, but both are

ing

the owner of a quarter section of land
nearer town.
He is to-day cultivating this
property, which is a desirable one.
Upon
the place is a walnut grove which cov'ers
four acres.
There is a good residence, a

bearing orchard, substantial outbuildings,
well tilled fields and good grades of stock.
Successful
is

in

his

undertakings. Mr. Fox
the progressive ag-

now numbered among

riculturists

of

his

community.

The home of our subject and his wife
has been blessed with three sons
Lawrence, who is employed as a saleman in
:

Kiowa, Kansas: James K.. who is living in
the Cherokee strip of Oklahoma: and Harry
E.. of Hazelton township. Barber county.
All are married and are doing well.
Mr.

IPHICAL HISTORY
rcises his right of franchise in supmen and measures of the Republican partv and for a number of years
hoo] board.
He is a
member of the Pyramid Society, and he and
his wife arc Lutherans in religious faith.

port of the

the sons having served
during the war
f
the

- ldiers

The

as

Ri

1

narro

Iren are here

-

rder of birth

1

855

now

hn,

Ji

:

a

-

r<

i

mi'

Lima.

(

ihio

l

:

rge

rei
..

Mary

rah. Lovina,

-

F.

LONG.

J.

early ten year- Mr.
Long lias
maintained is In me in K
county. Kansas, while he has been a resident
of the state for a quarter of a century, so
S

clearly entitled

I

tmmonwealth.
he pioneers of this
our subject belongs the distinction of
being incumbent of thi
his in 'me city at the time of this writing,
and he has given a most able and discriminating administration a- the chief executive
of the municipal affairs, gaining unqualified
endorsement without regard to partisan affiliations, and being held in the highest esteem as a public-spirited citizen and a- one
of the representatives business men of Kiowa.
Mr. Long is one 'if those whose youthful experiences were such as are concomitant of life on the farm, since he was born
on the parental homestead in Hardin county. Ohio, on the 14th of March. 1847. the
son of Tobias and Sarah
Hauey Long,
sr -1' whi m was born in Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, and the latter in

To

-

,

1

t

.

the

--'.1

<

'hi-.

T

wise born
"

in

Long was
who was like-

bias

of Frederick Long,

Pennsylvania, a representative
German families of

the stanch old

where he passed his entire life.
There his son, Tobias, was reared
cultural pursuits, and as a young man he
to Holmes county. Ohio, where
his marr
lemnized a few years
later.
Both
the residue of
their lives in the Buckeye state, where the
mother of our subject died at the age of
forty-eight years, her husband surviving to
the age of seventy-seven.
If tin- marriage
were born sew
tusfhters,
that state,

-

.

-

'

;

<

-

'

F.,

Jerry.

(deceased)

:

and Hannah. After the death
wife Tobias Long married Mr-. MaH--a
became the
Stevens, and the)
eight children.
The father was
a carpenter by trade but devoted thi
1

GEORGE

Kan-

.

sas A.,

E

f

pi

rtion of hi- life to agricultural

pi

lie was
which he was very successful,
at of the Jacksonian type, and his
religion- faith wa- that of the German Relurch, of which he was a d
member, having served a- deacon for many
in

•

years.

He was

and wa-

a

hi
e

F.

a

mar

red by

L mg,

all

who knew him,
immediate

the

-

of this review-, was reared on the old homestead farm in Ohio, and his educational
privileges

were such as were

the public schools.

He

affi

continued

ihi
hi ime
in Hardin county,
f thirty
[877, when, at the age
as a pioneer to Kansas, first locating
in
Stafford county and thence removing
later to Larned. Pawnee county, where he

his

<

1

came

was engaged in the bakery and restaurant
business until 1893. when he took up his
residence in Kiowa, where he lias since been
successfully established in the same line of
enterprise, catering to a discriminating and

known

representative patronage and being
if

ness

men

the progressive and popular busiThe confidence in
of the city.

is held in the community has been
manifested, for he was elected a

which he
clearly

f
the city council in 1895. and
1901 was chosen to his present important
may. ir, in which he has given a careand business-like administration, enful
g in every way to conceive econo-

in

office as

my and yet to rward the interesl
town and people through progressive methfi

-

In politics he is a stanch of the Democratic party, but in his official
regime he has had the hearty support of
ods.
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all

classes

to insure good govbe stated that it was in

and has aimed

ernment.

It

may

Mrs. Carrie Nation inaugurated her great saluon-wrecking career, our
subject being mayor at the time of her onslaught here.
Fraternally he is identified
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, having passed the various official
chairs in his lodge and having represented
the same in the grand lodge on two different occasions.
Mr. Long is a zealous
member of the Methodist church, in which
he has been called upon to serve in the
offices of trustee and steward.
He is a man
of clearly defined convictions, and is never
lacking in the courage of the same, and none
can but respect his attitude at any time.
In Pawnee county, Kansas, in the year
1881, was solemnized the marriage of Mr.
Long to Miss Malinda Carpenter, who was
born in Chautauqua county, Xew York,
the daughter of Joseph and Emily (Blaur)
this city that

1

Carpenter, who removed thence to Kansas
in an early day. the father passing the remainder of his life here and his death occurring in Edwards county, at the age of
His widow now reseventy-three years.
sides with her daughter, Mrs. Long.
Our
subject and his wife have one son, Elmer,
who is eighteen years of age at the time
of this writing May. 1902 and who is one
of the popular and promising young men
of Kiowa.
(

)

of Jacob Crow, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1790. and throughout his entire
business career he followed the tilling of the
His father. Frederick Crow., was also
soil.
a native of the Keystone state and was of
German descent. In the state of his nativity
he grew to manhood, and was there married
to Rachel Enochs, a lady of English descent.
With his wife and children Frederick Crow made the journey from Pennsylvania to Monroe county, Ohio, where he was
among the early pioneers, and at that time
the country was covered with dense forests and was infested with hostile Indians
and wild animals. Entering a heavily timbered tract from the government, he there
erected a substantial log cabin, and this
dwelling is still standing on the old homestead,

which

is

now owned by George Reed,

also a descendant of one of the early

reared to agricultural
educational privileges

ISAAC CROW".
The deserved reward

of

a

well

spent

an honored retirement from business
which to enjoy the fruits of former toil.
ro-day, after a useful and beneficent career,

life is

in

Mr. Crow

is

quietly living at his beautiful

home in Reno; county, surrounded b) the
comforts that earnest labor has brought to
him. He is a prominent citizen of this section, and the splendid accomplishments of
his life should serve to encourage others
who must look to themselves for the prosperity which they may enjoy.
Isaac Crow was born in Noble county,
Ohio, on the 16th of August, 1832, a son

fam-

of the Buckeve state.
As time passed
Mr. Crow succeeded in clearing his farm
fn an the dense timber, and from time to
time he added to his landed possessions until
he became an extensive property owner. He
was an upright, honorable and conscientious
citizen, honored and respected by his neighbors and acquaintances.
His political support was given to the Democracy.
Jacob Crow, the father of him whose
name introduces this review, was but a
youth when he removed with his parents to
Ohio, and in that commonwealth he was
ilies

while the
he enjoyed
in his youth were those afforded by the
common schools of his neighborhood. Remaining under the parental roof until his
twenty-seventh year, he was then married,
in Monroe county, Ohio, to Mary Laisure,
a native of that county and a daughter of
Jeremiah Laisure, one of the earl)' pioneers
of that locality.
Shortly after his marriage
Mr. Crow removed with his bride to what
is now Noble county, Ohio, where he entered one hundred and sixty acres of government land on the east branch of Duck
creek, between the towns of Stafford, Monroe county, and Harriettsville, Noble county,
As the years passed by and prosperity attended his efforts he was enabled to add
pursuits,

which

MR. AND MRS. ISAAC CROW.
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one hundred and sixtj acres to liis original
purchase, and there he spenl the remainder
of his life, his life's labors being ended in
death in [846, when he had reached the age
01"

fifty-six years.

He was

a

Democrat

in

and of the Iviethodchuroh he was a worthy and
Hi- wife was called to
consistent member.
the home beyond in [887, while making her
home with her eldest - n. Unto this worthy
couple were hern twelve children, namely:
affiliations,

ical

who

>hio;
died in Nibble county,
isSed away in death 111 [889,
Ken- county,
while residing in
Anna, who died in Washington county,
Ohio; Nancy, who died in Wyandot county,

Elizabeth,

I

I

bject of this reOhio, in [899;
view: Jaci b, who laid down his life on the
>,is country during; the war of the
Mary, who died in childb o,l. in
Kb- da and Cynthia.
>hii
county,
ivhom died in Noble county, Ohio:
Martin, who resides in Hutchinson. Kansas:
I

;

<

•Robert,

who

1

in

is

:

the

Soldiers'

Home

in

Newark. Ohio; and Diantha. who is married
and resides in Wyandot canity. Ohio.
review, attended the
X. ble comity, Ohio, duri
schools
outh, and when only fourteen years
-

1

•7

than had been made for the previa 11s twent)
n\e years.
Vrnong other thing- may be

mentioned

hi-

the dollor, and
vasl am. 'inn

levying a three-mill tax on
was thus able to carrj n a
1

work, having purchased the
acre- for the infirmary and the farm
for the Children'Line,
'in
1889, after
serving his county faithfully for three years
in that capacity, he -old hi- beautiful farm
.if

eight}

I

in Ohio
for fifteen thousand dollars and
came to Ren., county, Kansas, here purchassection 17. Reno towning the west half
..1"

ship,
.

and

later

added

n the south half

..f

a

the

seventy-acn

same

Six

section.

years Later he removed

from that place to
Hutchinson, purchasing a residence and
twenty acre- of land on the west side of
k, where he made hi- h :ne
>r two
vears, .luring which time he greatly
improved the place until it i- n..w- a very valuable property.
He next bought the eightyacre farm and residence where he now refi

1

the southeast quarter of section 19,
since lived in

Reno township, where he has

quiet retirement, his son, Luther, a mosl ex

having charge of the place.
located in one of the finest farming districts of Ren., county, and as a proof
of the fact during the present year hi- sixtycellent farmer,
'l"he

place

is

from that time
on he received Inn limited educational adAfter attaining to years of ma5.
turity he continued to make his home on
Farmstead, subsequently buying out
his mother's interest and later purchased the
remaining heirs, thus gain-

two acres of wheat yielded a return of f rrty
bushels to the acre, which is. indeed, an
abundant yield. Since his residence in the
Sunflower state Mr. Crow has owned as
high as eight hundred and ten acres of land.

>me place,
on which he erected an elgant residence at
sand dollars, and anenormous ham large enough to -belter three

dren, until he
eighty acre-.

hundred head of stock. His farm
of the most fertile and best cultivated in
that sect
state, and there he followed farming and stock raising on a large
scale.
In [886 Mr. Crow was elected one
>f the ci mmissioners of his county, and during the three years in which he served in
that capacity he was responsible for many
of the important changes which there took
place, he having introduced
and carried
more measures for improvement

riage to

of age

1

liis

father died, and

n sections 17
-nice -..Id or divided his

now

tin.

[9,

1

In Noble county, Ohi<
August, [859, M

hut he has
g

has but hi-

1

.

liis

chil-

hi

mestead of

n

the

1

s.l

1

if

united in marMar)
lalvert, who was horn
in Belmont county, Ohio, but was reared
in Monroe county, that state, a daughter of
s

'

.

(

Jacob and Mary (Powell) Calvert, natives
of Pennsylvania and Virginia, respectively,
and the former of Scotch-English and the
latter of Welsh descent.
During the war
[812 the father enlisted for service, but
war had closed before he was sent to
the front.
Ten children have been born
the union of our subject and wife.
unti
of

the
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namely: Adalaska, who died in infancy;
Leola Dell, who is an artist and resides in
Hutchinson; Edward Gordon, a farmer of
Salt Creek township, Reno county: Charlie
R., who died in infancy Cornelia Jane, who
passed away in infancy; Elizabeth Ellen, the
wife of Frank Danford, a farmer of section
17, Reno township: Will R., who is engaged in business in Hutchinson George
Luther, a farmer of section 17. Reno township Roswell Holland, who died in infancy
:

:

:

and Otis Homer, who
painter in Hutchinson.

is

employed

as

a

In political matters
Republican, and has
Mr. Crow
long been an active worker in the ranks of
his party, having' frequently served a- a
delegate to county conventions. In his sois

a life-Ions:

cial relations he

is

a

member

of the

Masonic

order, and in his daily life he exemplifies its
Both he
ennobling and helpful teachings.

and

his wife are consistent

member-

of the

AVILLIAM H. HARRIS. M.
able

the

and

D.

representative

the medical profession

in

the

Kansas stands Dr. Harris, who has
been actively engaged in the practice of
medicine and surgery at Kiowa.
Barber
county, where he has been established for
state of

more than

a decade, gaining

tion in his chosen vocation

a

high reputa-

and command-

ing unequivocal confidence and esteem as a
physician and a citizen of sterling character.
The Doctor is thoroughly well read in his
profession and keeps in touch with the rapid
advances made therein, while to him double
credit is due for his accomplishment, since
he has been the architect of his own fortunes, having prepared himself
his
for
chosen life work through personal effort
and being imbued with that fidelity and resolute purpose wlmse normal sequel is definite

tive

success,

distinctive

prestige and

objec-

native of the state of
Illinois, having been born in the town of

Harris

Fillmore,

is

a

Montgomery

came when

subject

sixteen years of age. her

husband having also emigrated to America
when a young man, taking up his abode
in
Alton. Illinois, where he eventually
formed the acquaintance of her who became
his devoted companion and helpmeet. They
were folk of marked integrity and sterling
character and to them was ever accorded
the fullest measure of esteem, the father
having been engaged in agricultural pursuits
in

Montgomery county.

Illinois,

until

his

death, which occurred when he was thirtylive years of age, his widow surviving him
only a few years and passing away at the

age of thirty-eight. Thev left six children,
Catherine. William H. .Mary,
namely
:

here laid the foundation for that fine physical constitution which has enabled him to
bear so successfully the responsibilities and
arduous work of his noble profession, to
which he has devoted his attention for nearly a quarter of a century. Through his early
associations he gained a lasting regard for
the dignity of honest toil, and he has no
toleration for the unproducing idler, who is
simply an organized day-dream. Ambitious
to fit himself for a broader sphere of usefullies- than that implied in the work of the
farm, he not only made the best use of the
opportunities offered in the public schools
in the vincinib
me, hut devoted
much f his leisure time to thorough study
and application, while he began the work
of preparing himself for his chosen profession by prosecuting his early technical reading in the office of an able physician at Fillmore. Illinois, and began the practice of
medicine as soon as he found himself qualified for the work.
mi re tin in tughly fortify himself he finally was matriculated in
the American Medical College at St. Louis.
where he was graduated as a. member of
1

T

respect and honor.

Dr.

Emma

George S.. John C. and Norman.
Reared under the sturdy discipline of
the old farm in Illinois, Dr. Harris waxed
strong in mental and physical vigor and

Methodist Episcopal church.

Ann nig
members of

Samuel and
whom were
born in England, where they were reared
marriage
having
ocand educated, their
curred in Illinois, where the mother of our
of September, 1858, the son of
(Allen) Harris, both of

county, on the 10th

1
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the class

1881, and he later

E

-

graduate course
111

1]

the

in

year

tin-

1

1

k a

rx st

Chicago Posl Gradand in 10 o
[9 *
.

lyclinic.

1SS4

In

tin-

I

>,

Comanche county,

water,

of

his

first

:

I

fields

which

Kansas,

professional

of

and there he met with marked
his practice, which was of dis-

endeavor,
in

He

representative charcter.

tinctively

Huston, of Comanche county, this state,
-he having been reared and educated in Illinois, where she was born, being the daiigh
if
tusti >n,
ter of Ji ihn
Sa\ onburg,
w

loci

cti ir

S59

re-

mained in Coldwater for a peril d of seven
the same, in
years and at the expiration
f
1891, Ik- came to Kiowa, where he has since
jaged in the work of his pn fessii n,
1

hi

now

is

1

1

living retired, ha\ ing

I

the venerable age of eighty-six years

being one of the honored

and

pioneer citizens

and Mrs.
Harris have one son, John Herald Harris,
who was born on the 6th of January, [896;
and one daughter. Ruth, horn .111 the 17th of

of that section of the -late.

Ictober,

'

reputation as an
and skillful physician and surgeon,
keeping fully abreast of the progress made
111
the sciences to which he is devoted, be-

Dr.

1901.

maintaining the highest

A.

able

ing

3

student and having the confi-

close

dence and good will of his professional conHe is a
freres and the general public.

man

of intrinsic strength of character, ani-

high motives and ever courteous
His
with his fellow men.

13

in his association

genial personality
visitor in the sick

makes him

a

welcome

room, aside from bis proand he holds the af-

fessional ministrations,

many whom he has served so
hours of distress and sufferdeep sympathy being shown in maniacts
of kindness and helpfulness.

fection of the

faithfully in the
ing, his

fold,

Fully alive to the duties of citizenship and
taking a deep interest in all that concerns the
material progress and general welfare of
the

community, Dr. Harris exercises

his

support of the principles and
Republican party, in whose
has been an active worker in a
ay, and fraternally he is identified

-.-

in

•'

the

with the Independent Order
f
Odd Fellows and the Ancient Order
United
f
Workmen. He is one of the active and en1

1

thusiastic

members

of

the

Kansas

State

Medical Si iciety.
Dr. Harris has been twice married. At
[Him is, in the year t88i, he
wedded Miss Kate E. Moody, who wa- born
and reared in that place, her death occurring in Comanche county. Kansas, in 1885.
On the 5th of December. 1886. the Doctor
was united in marriage to Miss Martha A.
.

It

upon

I..

HERR

now our

privilege to touch briefly
the career of one of the representative
is

young members of the bar of the ^tate of
Kansas and one who has gained marked
prestige since engaging in the active practice of his profession in the thriving town
Kiowa. Barber county, where he took up

of

abode in the year [895, his practice also
extending into Wood county. Oklahoma.
Mr. Herr is of stanch old German lineage, and is himself a native of the old
Keystone state of the Union, halving been
born in Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, on
the [8th of October. 1871, being the son
of Abraham and Ella (Sbenk) Herr. both
of whom were likewise born in Pennsylvania, where they were reared and educated,
and whence they removed with their, family
to Barber county, Kansas, when the subhis

of this sketch was a lad

ject

1

E

fourteen

years, their family including four

one daughter.

The

representative

agriculturists

growers of

this

county and

highest esteem by

man

father

all

is

one of the
and
sti ck

is

held in the

who know him.

a- a

worth of character. A. L.
Herr received the advantages of the graded
schools and the high school and was thereafter matriculated in
the Kansas State
University, at Lawrence, graduating in
institution
the law department of this
as

a

of sterling

member

of

the class

f

1893.

Mr

Herr is thoroughly ready in the science of
jurisprudence and bis information in regard
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86o

laws of Kansas is particuHe is a'
broad and comprehensive.
close student and never takes a case into
the courts without thorough preparation,
this fact gaining to him popular recognition
He is an able!
and concomitant support.
advocate before court or jury and as a counsellor is duly conservative, a,s is every lawyer who observes the due ethics of his profession.
He realized that the law is a jealous mistress and will permit no perfunctory
devotion, and thus he is known as a hard
worker and realizes that only through this
means can precedence be attained. He controls a representative practice and is one
of the popular young men of the county.
While he was reared a Republican. Mr.
Herr has shown the courage of his convictions, and while independent in attitude, has
been a loyal supporter of the Populist partv,
in whose cause he has done active service.
He has, however, never been an active aspirant for political preferment, and the only
offices for which he has been a candidate
have been those essentially in line with his
He served two terms as city
profession.
attorney of Kiowa, and in 1897 was the
candidate of his part}- for the office of county attorney, but was defeated by the Republican candidate, through normal political
exigencies.
Fraternally he is identified
with the Modern Woodmen of the World
and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
In the year 1900 Mr. Herr was united
in
marriage to Miss Bertha Downtain,
daughter of the late Dr. C. H. Downtain.
who was for many years one of the leadinsr
ans of Kiowa and a distinguished
to the statutory

larly

representative of his profession in this sec>ur subject and his wife

tion of the state.

<

have one son, Chester Arlington.

X. M.

BURNETT,

M. D.

A

representative of the professional circles of Hazelton. Dr. Burnett
is
widely
known, not only in this place, but through-

out the surrounding country as a physician
and surgeon of skill and ability. In addi-

tion to this practice he owns and conducts
drug store. He is numbered among the
more recent arrivals here, laving taken up

a

abode in Hazelton in October, 1900, but
already he has won an enviable position in
public regard and has gained a liberal patronage.
The Doctor was born in Dixon. Pulaski
count}-.
Missouri, and is a grandson of
Judge John G. Burnett, who was one of
the most prominent and active citizens of
that county.
A leader of public thought
his

was particularly influential
and for man} years he
count} judge, his course upon

and opinion,
in political

served

as

the bench

Ik-

circles

being one

upon the profession.

that

reflected

He

left

the

credit

impress

of his individuality Upon the judicial record and the public life of his community

and when he was called to his final rest the
count}- mourned the loss of a valued citizen.
Joseph M. Burnett, a son of the Judge and
an honored resident of Hazelton, is the father of our subject.
He was born, reared
and educated in Missouri and was married
there to Sarah F. Sanders, a cultured lady
representing a good family of Pulaski
county.
Five children were born. of their
union,

who

Napoleon M.; John A.,

namely:

is

College;

a

student

W.

F.

;

of the

Keokuk Medical

Minnie,

deceased;

and

Maymie.

The Doctor spent his boyhood days in
Pulaski count}-. Missouri, and the public
schools there afforded him his early educa-

He afterward continued
Yincennes. Iowa, and acquired a liberal literary knowledge, which
served as the foundation upon which to
rear the superstructure (if
professional
learning.
He began the study of medicine
in 1894 under the direction of Dr. F. C.
Robb. a prominent and successful physician
of Vincennes, connected with the Keokuk
Medical College.
Later Dr. Burnett entered that college, in which he was graduated with the class of 1898.
He afterward
entered the Marion Simms College of Medicine at St. Louis, Missouri, in which he
was graduated on the iqth of April. 1899,
completing the course with honor. He has
tional privileges.

his studies in
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also taken

a

women and

special

course

in

diseases of

and has received a
ophthalmology and
rhim >sc< |>\
\.\th nigh he is a
ung man
he has been verj successful in his chosen
calling.
He is a close and earnest student,
and keeps in touch with the advanced methAlready he
ods and systems of the times.
has won in Hazelton a patronage which
many an Ider physician might well envy.
children,

special course in optics,

•

.

j

i

He owns

a

rwo-storj

business block here,

twenty b) sixt) feet.
The first floor is
fitted up in modern style with a large line
of drugs, medicines, optical goods, stationery, etc.
Above he has his office, and in the
store he is assisted by his brother, W. F.
Burnett, who is a graduated pharmacist,
having completed his studies in the Keokuk College of Pharmacy, in Keokuk, Iowa.
The Doctor is a skillful optician and in addition to his medical practice is engaged in
fitting glasses to all who need his services
in

that direction.

In fraternal circles Dr. Burnett is promiMasonic order, the
Modern Woodmen and a number of other
orders.
He is the medical examiner for
the \\ odmen and also fi ir a number of old-

nent, belonging to the

i

and mutual life insurance companies.
He i- a gentleman of pleasing appearance,

line

courteous
I

.

in

deportment, kindly in dispo-

is

well qualified for the import-

which he has undertaken.

JOHN W. ARROWSMITH.
Back to that cradle of much of our national history, the Old Dominion, must we
turn in tracing the genealogy of the subject
of this sketch, who is one of the representative

and honored

Barber county,
where he has main-

citizens of

a pioneer of the state,
tained his home for a quarter of a century,
and one to whom belongs the distinction of
being a veteran of the war of the Rebellion,

which he rendered valiant service in support of the Union.
He has a fine farm
property in section 22, Elwood township,
where he is successfully engaged in agriin

SOi

cultural pursuits

grade

and

high

in the raising of

Mr.

stock.

live

Arrowsmiirh

is

a

native son of the old Buckeye state, having

been horn on a farm in Preble county, >hio,
on the 23d of February, 1845, the son of
Albert and Eliza (Macke)
Arrowsmith.
Albert Arrowsmith was horn in Culpeper county. Virginia, being a son of Charles
Arrowsmith, who was probably horn in
the same slate, the family being of English
origin.
The latter removed with his family
from] Virginia to Ohio, in the year 1837,
entering a tract of wild government land
in Preble county, where he remained until
1851, when he located in Adams county,
where he passed the residue of his life, attaining an advanced age.
He was a soldier
in the war of 1812, and received a land
warrant in Adams county in recognition of
<

1

his

services.

children:

Abner,

He was

the father of three

father

Albert,

who was

of

residing- in

our subject;
Fort Wayne,

Indiana, when last heard from; and John,
a resident of Adams county, Ohio.
Albert
Arrowsmith was reared to farm work, in
Virginia and Preble county, Ohio, and in
the latter state he married Eliza Mackey,
who was born in Darke county. Ohio, the
daughter of William Mackey. whose wife's
maiden name was Hood, she having been a
sister of General Hood, who attained such
distinction in the Confederate service during the Civil war.
In 1851 the father of
our subject removed to Adams county.
Ohio, where he purchased ninety-three
acres of heavy timbered land, clearing a
small tract of the timber and there erecting
a primitive log cabin of the pioneer type.
Our subject was six years of age at the
time, and remembers many incidents of the
trip made through the almost unbroken wilderness, in the unpropitious month
of March.
The father of our subject continued his residence in Adams county until
his death, in 1887, having- developed a fine
property and become one of the influential

weary

citizens of the locality.

a

Whig

in

politics

and he held the

and

He was
later

a

originally

Democrat,

office of justice of the-

peace

nmany years. He was in earlier life a
member of the United Brethren church and
f(
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denomination, his
wife "being also a devoted member of this
church, in whose faith she died in 1890 at
This honored couple bea venerable age.
came the parents of eleven children, of
later joined the Christian

whom we

record, as

enter brief

follows

William, now a resident of Jackson, Ohio,
served throughout the war of the Rebellion
as a member of the Seventieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry

and was severely wounded

in

the siege of Atlanta, lying insensible on the
breastworks all day, but eventually revived

and

fully recovered his health; Charles,

who

served one year in the Fourth Ohio Cavalry,
died shortly after his discharge, on August
2~. 1864; John W. is the immediate subject of this review: Mary A., the wife of

Reuben Shoemaker, died

Ohio

in

several

years ago: James W. resides in Adams
county. Ohio, as does also Abner; Clayton
died in that state several years since: Sarah
is the wife of Adam Stoop, of Ohio; Rebecca, whij was but six years of age when

our subject
still

lives

farmer
a boy.

in

saw her, is now married and
Adams county Lincoln is a

last

in

Ohio

who

;

:

and the eleventh child was

died in infancy.

John \Y. Arrowsmith was reared on
the pioneer homestead in Adams county,
Ohio, his early education being principally
secured in the subscription schools, though
he recalls the fact that his last term of
study was in the public school installed in
the primitve log schoolhouse of the section
and period. He continued to assist in the
work of the old farm until the age of eighteen years,

when

his intrinsic loyalty led

him

away from home in order that he
might tender his services in support of the
Union, now menaced by armed rebellion.
At Camp Dennison. Ohio, on the .nth of
August, 1863. he enlisted as a private in
Company E. Fourth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, commanded by Major Joseph Wheeler.
to run

his command
the youthful soldier
proceeded to Cumberland Gap, and participated in the capture of the post, the regiment thence g-oing
Knoxville. under
Burnside, and aiding in repelling the attack of Longstreet's forces.
After this the
regiment did considerable scouting and

With

(-

skirmishing, but took part in no heavy batMr. Arrowsmith was mustered out

tles.

March

1864, and on the 1st of the folin Adams Bounty, he reenlisted, becoming a member of the One
27.

lowing August,

Hundred and Seventy-ninth Ohio Voluncomposed almost entirely of
The regiment was sent to
Tennessee, serving under General Thomas and doing its full share in the
desperate battle at that point, when Genteer

infantry,

raw

recruit^.

Nashville,

eral

Thomas

army,
securely

sallied

fi

nh

to

engage Hood's
become

come up and
entrenched.
Thus our

which

had

subject
had the painful experience of fighting
against his own great-uncle, General Hood.
After the disastrous defeat .if H
l's army

One Hundred and Seventy-ninth Ohio
was stationed at Nashville until nearly the
cli se of
the war. and our subject received
his honorable discharged and was mustered
out at Columbus. Ohio, June 27, [865.
After the close of the war Mr. Arrowthe

smith continued to reside in his native state
for a peril Hi of two years and then removed
to \\
Iford county. Illinois, where he purchased a farm and there resided until 1872.
when he purchased a tract of eighty acres
in Richardson county. Nebraska, and there
continued to farm until 1876, when he
bought eighty acres in Linn county, Kansas.
where he made his home until 1884, which
stands as the date of his advent in Barber
county, having thus bought and improved
three different farms in as many states before taking up his abode in this county
whose attractions have been sufficient to
cause him to remain a permanent resident.
He drove with team and wagon from Linn
county to Barber county, being accompanied by his wife and their three children,
and he took up a pre-emption claim in section 22. Elwood township, and has here developed a fine property, erecting substantial
buildings and otherwise improving the place
and being one of the progressive and successful farmers and stock raisers of the
county, agriculture being his chief resource.
He is held in high esteem in the county and
is

all

known

as a man of inflexible integrity in
the relations of life.
Politically he sup-
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ports the Populist party, and fraternally he
1identified with the
.rand Army of the
Riepubic.
1

tn

Woodford

county,

Illinois,

on

the

29th of January, 1872, Mr. Arrowsmith
was united in marriage to Miss Candace
Franklin, the daughter of Jared
D. and
Cynthia (Henshaw) Franklin, natives, respectively, of Massachusetts and Tennessee,
their marriage occurring in
Illinois,
where the father was a successful farmer.
Mrs. Arrowsmith lias three brothers and
-inters
living',
t\\"
namely: George, of
Linn county, Kansas; Allen, .if Richardson
county, Nebraska; Benjamin, of Beadle
county, South Dakota: Laura, wife of T.
K. Mitchell, of Richardson county, Nebraska: and Anna, wife of R. H. Johnsou, of
Labette county, Kansas.
Mr.
and Mrs. Arrowsmith are the
parents
of three children Jessie, the wife of Beecher
Crawford, a fanner of Woods county. Oklahoma: Jettie. the wife of G. Hart, a hotel
keeper of Lumberton, New Mexico; and
Anna, the wife of Frank Kinkaid, a successful stock raiser of Barber county.
:

REUBEN LAKE.
When

it

is

stated that the thriving

town

Lake City. Barber county. Kansas, was
founded by the gentleman whose name introduces this paiagraph. and that it most
consistently bears his name, some idea will
at .nice be conveved of the prominent part
he has taken in the development and material upbuilding of tins section of the state.
He is one of the best known and most highly honored of the early pioneers
of the
county, having located, nearly thirty years
agi
on the site of th: village which now
bears his name, while for a score gf vears,
in
the decades lying between the years
1873 and 1893. probably no other one man
exerted so great an influence in the advanceof

.

the general welfare of the

commun-

and the legitimate development of inand it is
certainly incumbent that in this work lie
ity

dustrial activities as did Air. Lake,

incorporated a review of his

life history.

S63

Reuben Lake was bom in the b
Perth, province of Ontario, (ana. la. on the
6th

of

December.

1839, being the

son

of

James M. Lake, who was born in the state
of New York, while his wife was a native
They emigrated 1- anof Pennsylvania.
ada in an early day and there maintained
1

their home for many years, the father having been a carpenter by trade. In 1859 the
family removed to Adams county, Illinois,
and here the father of our subject passed
the residue of his life, his death occurring
about 1863.
Reuben Lake there engaged
in timber work, being employed in cutting
railroad ties, etc., and in that county, in
1861, he celebrated the day which marks
the anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, by taking unto himself a wife, in the person of Miss Mary H.

Beal.

who was born

in

Cape

Girardeau

county, Missouri, on the 4th of February,
1845, tne daughter of William and Elizina

Malone) Beal. who removed to Adams'
county, Illinois, in 1S51. and later to Montgomery county. Kansas, where the mother
died about 1871, her husband thereafter
changing his place of abode several times,
his death occurring in Pike county, in 1881.
Mr. Lake continued to make his home in
Illinois until 1865, when he removed with
his family to Neosho county. Kansas, making the trip overland with three wagons.
There he took up a homestead claim, but
did not prove up on the same, as he shortly
afterward located in the town of Erie, where
he established a livery business and also
(

At the expiration of
operated a sawmill.
years he removed to the Osage Mission,
now known as St. Paul, and there he was
until
engaged in the sawmill business
1873. when he came to Barber county and

five

took up a homestead claim in Lake City
township, the same including the site of
the present t. iwn which bears his name. He
erected a three-room frame dwelling just
south of the point where Shigley's brickstore now stands, and then gave his attention to breaking the virgin soil of his claim.
About 1875 he established in his dwelling,
which he had erected with his own hands,
a modest general store and he also secured
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the location
the one

of

a

postoffice

at

this

point,

residence thus serving in a
triple capacity, for he was the firs
master of the town, as well as its first merchant and virtual founder. From that time
little

forward the little settlement, comprising
three or four houses, was known as Lake
City.
At a later period Mr. Lake erected
large frame buildings.
in the town two

known as the Twin buildings, and then purchased a large stock of general merchandise.
for his trade was steadily increasing, and
the same in the new quarters,
while he also began to augment bis landed
estate.
In 1885 a hotel was erected by a
stock company, of which he was a prominent member, and eventually he purchased
the interests of the other stockholders, and
thereafter rented the property until 1886,
when he and his family took charge of the
installed

hotel business.
About this time, also, .Mr.
Lake erected the fine brick building now
owned by Grant Shigley. at a cost of about

twelve thousand dollars,

this

teem on the part of all who knew him. It
was through his influence that the bridge
across the Medicine river at this point was
built, and the work was accomplished largely through his generous financial contribution.

Mr. Lake

its

first

and

sheriff

having"

served in this capacity for several years,
while he was also incumbent of the office
of county commissioner.
He is a man of
fine intellectuality and appreciative talent
and has long had high standing in the Masonic fraternity, as is evident when we recall the fact that he has attained the thirtysecond degree in the Scottish Rite body,
while he is also a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights
of Pythias.
His religious faith is that of
the Baptist church, of which his wife and
daughter also are members.
In

1893,

thrown open

when
to

the

strip was
was one of
section, where

Cherokee

settlement, he

secure claims in that
ce passed the greater portion of

and

enterprise.
In February. 1888. a furniture store, which he has opened in the east

Democrat in his
and early took a prom-

a stalwart

inent part in the public affairs of the county,

having been

expenditure

the improvement of the town clearlv
indicating how great was his public spirit
for

is

political proclivities

his

time,

engaged

in

farming

and

end of the town, was destroyed by fire, entailing a loss of about seven thousand dollars, and in 1892 he established a store at
Coats, a town King over the line, in Pratt
county, and the following year this also
was entirely destroyed by fire, with a loss
about equal to that of the former disaster,

raising.
He also purchased the adjoining
claim, which had been secured by his daughter, who participated in the memorable rush
when the strip was thrown open, and se-

while the truth of the old axiom that
trouble never comes singly, but in battalms. was further exemplified when,
in
1897, his hotel property also met destruction
in the same way.
These financial losses
naturally caused a reverse in his general
prosperity, for he had been signally fortunate in his business enterprises and had also
accumulated about four thousand acres of
valuable land contiguous to Lake City, and
with the depreciation of values in local real
estate and live stock, he met with most serious and deplorable reverses, which were
regretted by all who knew him. for his
generosity, public spirit and absolute integrity had gained to him the highest es-

hotel,

ia

cured one of the best claims in that
His wife and daughter. Irene, still reside

Lake

in

where they conduct a popular
and the other child. Riley also re-

City,

.

sides just east of the town, being extensivelv

engaged in the stock business and being incumbent of the office of county commissioner at the time of this writing.'

•

The
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schools of Rice county were placed

competent hands when Professor F.

W.

Lennen became county superintendent. He
is an educator of superior ability,
whose reputation extends far and wide over Kansas.
of strong individuality and superior

A man

fr

Jh^,
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combined \\ ith excell
and keen discrimination, his labors have been of great value and benefit
in advancing the intellectual standard
f

scholarship,

i/«.-

tive ability

children.

i

the Mate.

—

ancestry, the

intellectual

family being noted for
attainments and for fidelity

VV. C. Lennen. after attaining- to
was united in marriage to Miss
Brown, who died in [869, leaving

to duty.

man'-

estate,

Eliza

1

whom

reached years of
maturity, namely: Emma, now the wife of
F. \Y.. of this
>rd, of Rice count}
LeeS
I... ex-ci unty superintendent of
>.
review

five children,

four of

Ei

:

I

;

schools in Ness county. Kansas;

and C. M.,

who

By occupa-

is

Rice countv.

living in

was a farmer and devoted his
attention to agricultural pursuits in order ti
In his political
provide for his family.
tion the father

views he was a Republican, and by his ballot manifested his preference for the princi-

He

held membership in
istian church, and was hi m red and
ple

party.

respected by

Pr

fessi r

all

who knew

him.

whose name

Lennen.

intro-

duce- this record, like so many men prominent in professional life, -pent hi- boyb d
days amid rural scenes. He was trained to
of industry and honest)' upon the
farm, and in his youth he bore his
-hare
E
the work in the fields.
In the com'Is he acquired his preliminary education, and at the age if seventeen he came
to Kansas, after which he matriculated in
Garfield University, at Wichita, where he
duated. At the age of seventeen he
g
began teaching, and has since made that
n his life work.
For four years
he was a teacher in the public schools of
Lyons, and wherever he has been employed
in educational work it has been found that
the schools have made material progre-- and

habits

home

i

1

.

This has

pr<

t\

dlffen

imp

en an

irtant ele-

mem

in discipline \\ ith him, whili
broad knowledge ha- enabled him

'

to

pros

work as an instructor with marked
lie was elected superintendent of
ability,
-eli. iols of Rice
\<
aint}
ember 6, [900,
and entered upon the duties if tin.

1

-

marked advancement under
readily understands

human

his control.

He

nature and real-

\

1

1

1

001.

Rice county, Kansas,

In

!

Irish

'idividua!

fact' of

ecute In-

Professor Lennen was born in Madison
county, Indiana, June 4, 1861
thi
which Kansas was admitted to the Union,
son of W. C. Lennen, who died in
ge of sixty years.
[e was
burn in Indiana, where lie was reared and
educated.
He was descended fn >m Scotchits

the

at

the age of

twenty two \e.ir-. Profi
united in marriage to Miss Laura
a lady of culture and superior mental attainments.
She was reared and educated in
Vermilion county. Illinois, and was a daughter of Philip Common-, formerly of Indiana.
He belonged to a family of Friends,
or Quakers
people of the highest respecta1

<

—

bility

and worth.

well, of Indiana,

He married a Miss Maxand they became
I

ents of the following children:

1".

I...

of

Vermilion. Illinois; T. M.. who is -unerintendent of an Indian school in Idaho: VV.
G., wiio is livin:'- in Arkansas City. Arkansas, and is in the railroad service: Sarah,
wife of J. K. Hubbard, of Georgetown. IlliT.. who died in Wichita, Kansas,
in
[895, where he was located as a photographer; E. G., who makes his home on
the Ponca Indian agency, Oklahoma; and
Mrs. Lennen. Unto the Professi r and his
wife have been born six children: Florence

nois;

1

).

M., who is now a student in the high schoi
of Lyi 11-: W. Carl, who is also pursuing his
I

education there: Harry M.; Scott L. Frank
M. and L. Eleanor. The parents hold membership in the Christian church, in which
Professor Lennen is now serving as deacon,
and is also serving his sixth year as superintendent of the Sunday-school. They take a
very active part in its work, contribute lib:

;

erally

to

its

support

and do

all

in

their

power

to promote it- growth and upbuildSocially the Professor i- connected
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
At this point it would be almosl ta

ing.

enter into any series of statements as
man of broad
intelligence and genuine public spirit, for
these have been shadowed forth between the
lines of this review.
Strong in his individical to

showing- the Professor to be a

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
never lacks the courage of his conmany dominating'

ualitv. he

victions, but there are as

elements in his individuality a lively human
sympathy and an abiding charity which, as
taken in connection with the sterling integ-

and honor of his character, have naturgained for him the respect and confidence of men.
rity

ally

which he
different places, under a
on the part of his pursuers, but
His son. Moses, fahe escaped uninjured.
ther
our subject, was a soldier in the war

creek, a navigable stream, across

swam

in

heavy
1

three

fire

E

of 181 2. so that patriotism
family.

The

is

inherent in the

subject of this sketch was reared
Pennville,
in the village of
and at the age of seventeen

and educated

Xew

MOSES WRIGHT.
This venerable and highly esteemed citizen of Moore township. Barber county,
Kansas, has a well improved farm of four
hundred acres, three hundred and twenty
acres being in section 10. 14. 34. Tuppawall township, and the balance in Moore
township and he merits consideration as one
of those who have been instrumental in the
development of this favored section of the
:

Sunfli 'wer
his

limine

practical!}

state,

for

where he has maintained

many

retired

years.

He

from active

has

labors,

now
as-

signing the management of the homestead
to his youngest son and enjoying the rest
and freedom from carping care, which is
the just reward for his years of earnest toil
and endeavor.
Mr. Wright was born in Salem county,
New Jersey, on the 13th of February, 1830,
being the son of Moses Wright, who passed
his entire life in that county, being a representative of one of the old and honored families of the state.
The latter was a son of

Aaron Wright, who was born in Sweden,
whence he emigrated to America in an earlv
day and rendered effective service as a spv
for the American army during the war of
the Revolution.
On one occasion he had
taken refuge in a private residence, and here
he was surrounded by a party of British
soldiers, a number of whom were making
their way up the staircase to the room in
which he was seated. The situation was a
critical one, and he resorted to desperate
measures to effect his escape, gi ing to the
head of the stairs and. by a tremendous
passing entirely over the heads of the
soldiers advancing up the same stairs.
He
then ran for his life, reaching Cohansey
lea]),

Jersey,

years he became a sailor on the Delaware
river, following this vocation for a period'
of seven years.
On the 16th of February,
1850, in Xew Jersey, he was united in

marriage to Sarah E. Vanneman. who was
born in that state, as were also her parents,
Isaac and Maria (Burdan) Vanneman, the
former being of Swedish descent. In 1855
they removed to Illinois, becoming pioneers
of Macoupin county, where they passed the
remainder of their lives. In the same year
Mr. Wright and his wife also removed to
the same county of Illinois, where he was
engaged in agricultural pursuits until 1875,
when he removed to Montgomery county,
which was his home until 1882, when he
located in Jasper county, Iowa, and two
years later came to Barber county, Kansas,
and located upon the farm in Kiowa, now
Moore township, and now occupied by his
son, Isaac V., and two years later he took
up his residence on his present homestead,
the original claim bavins- been a pre-emption entry made by one of his daughters. He
now has a fine farmstead of two hundred
acres, of which sixty are under a high state
of cultivation, devoted principally to the
raising of Indian corn and Kaffir corn. On
the place are about sixty head of high grade
cattle and twelve horses.
In 1886 Mr.

Wright erected his present substantial and
commodious residence, and other permaincluding good barns,

nent improvements,
sheds, etc.

In politics Mr. Wright gives his unqualified support to the Prohibition party, and
he has ever been zealous in promoting good
government and forwarding the best interests of the community, having been particularly active in religious, temperance and
educational affairs.
He has been incum-
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bent of the office of justice of the
for

int)

the

past

five

yeai

-

member

of the board of school directors for
nine years, while both he and his wife have
for a
i

re of years

sci

members

us

The)

been devoted and zeal-

of the Free Methodist church.

celebrated

wedding

golden

their

in

1900, have reared eight children b
of usefulness and honor, and death has
)f
never as yet invaded the family circle.
the children we incorporate the following
brief record:
Letetia is the wife of ]
<

I

Haberson, who is engaged in the poultry
in Hutchinson, Kansas; Benjamin
S. is a fanner of Harper countyj
[saac
V. is individually mentioned on another
this work: James B. is a farmer
k
grower of Moore township;
•

L

retta

1-

the wife of

a farmer of

Theodore

which they have resided and have
ever been loyal and public spirited citizen-.
The famil) was established in the old Granite state b\
the grandfather of our subject.

calities in
,

Elliot, also

Moore township; Phcebe

is

the

Atwell. who is located near
Sharon, this county, being a successful
farmer, a physician, and also a clergyman
of the Free Methodist church; Lizzie is
the wife of George Dickson, a farmer of
ounty, Oklahoma: and Frank, who
is
not married, has charge of the homestead farm.
His daughter. Phcebe. has
been an evangelist in the Free Methodist
church for about twenty years, and is still
active in the work.

wife ^i F. S.

Baile)
the father, was born at
Jacob
Newberry, Xew Hampshire, on the 6th of
March. [823, and when the period .if his
youth had passed he was united in marriage
to Mi-- Clarissa Nichols, who also belonged
to an old and prominent family of the a unty.
She was born in Xew Hampshire and
was
English ancestry, the family having
been established in the new world in colonial
days.
The marriage of Jacob and Clarissa
Bailey was blessed with live children, the
eldest being H. A., of this review.
The
others were: Cyrus, of Osage county. Kansas; Elva. of Bradford, Xew Hampshire;
Eva. who died in infancy; and Willi- X..
also of Bradford.
The mother r>
many excellent dualities, was devoted to her
family, was a kind neighbor and a consistent Christian.
She passed away at the age
1

1

'..

.

!

of seventy-three years.
The father of this
family was a successful builder and con-

May-

tractor, engaging in that line of business in
connection with agricultural pursuits.
He
gave his political support to the Republican
party and was always interested in evervthing that pertained to general progress.
Upon the old farm in the Granite state,
H. A. Bailey was reared and early became
familiar with the duties connected with the
cultivation of the soil and with the raising
of stock.
Believing that he would have better opportunities in the far west where the
settlement was more sparse and competition
not so great, he made his way to Kansas in
[867, settling in Douglas county, where he
engaged in farmine and stock raising. In
the year 1874 he returned to X'ew HampIn 1879. however,
shire and was married.
he again came to Kansas, making the journey westward with team and wagi n to
Wichita. Hutchinson was then the nearest
railroad point.
His destination this time
was Barber county and here he has a valuable ranch of twenty hundred and eighty

Members of the family since that
time have been active and influential in prohe public welfare of the various lo-

acres.
Upon the place is a pleasant home,
al barns and sheds and all tl
ern equipments found upon a model farm

HERMAN

A.

BAILEY.

twenty-three years Herman A.
Bailey has ben a resident of Barber county.
but his resident in the state covers thirty-

For

He is now engaged in agriculpursuit- and stock raisin* on section

five years.

tural

is

a

d township, and his property there
to his enterprise and business

monument

A

ability.

was

!>•

native of

Xew

rn at Bradford, in

Hampshire, he
Merrimac county,

in 1847, and is a representative of one of
the oldest families of Xew England, for his
-

flower.

came

to

America

in

the
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of the twentieth century.

The

place

is

sup-

Virginia, his birth having occurred in the

plied with an

Old Dominion when King George

eral fine springs.

country, while John, his
father, came to Virginia in its very earliest
The father of our subject was
history.
united in marriage to Miss Mary A. Mack-

abundance of water from sevHe keeps four hundred
rattle and the care of these in ad-

dition to the cultivation of the fields fully
occupies his time and attention. His career
has ever been a busy and useful one and his

methods are straightforward and honorable.

On

returning- to Bradford.

Xew Hamp-

in the year 1874. Mr. Bailey led to
the marriage altar Miss X. A. Butman. who
was born and reared in that place, her par-

shire,

and Hannah (Brighton)
whom were residents of
Merrimac county. Xew Hampshire, and are
now deceased. The home of Mr. and Mrs.
Bailey has been blessed with two children:
Lloyd H., a young man of twenty-three
years, being born January 26, 1878; and
Louise B.. born February 15. 1889.
Mr. Bailey has been called to serve as a
member of the school board and has largely'
advanced the educational interests of the
community through his official efforts. He
votes with the Democracy and is fearless in'
defense of what he believes to be right at
all times.
His home is a hospitable one.
his manner is frank and genial and throughout the community in which he has so long
resided, he is regarded as a popular citizen.

ents being Joshua
Butman, both of

ruler

of

III

was

this

lin, a native of Virginia, and a daughter of
Eli and Mary Ann (Mills) Macklin. They
became the parents of seven children: William: Robert, of Elwood township, Barber
county; Anna: Maria; Michael, of Mary-

land; George,
ty,

Kansas

Delaware.

;

who

is

living in Clark coun-

and Maggie, of Sussex county,

The

to agricultural
support to the

father devoted his energies
pursuits,

gave his

political

Democracy and was a mem-

ber of the Methodist Episcopal church. He
died in Delaware at the age of eighty-one
years and the mother afterward came to
Kansas, making her home with her son.
George, of Barber county, where she died
She was an
at the age of seventy-nine.
earnest Christian woman who held membership in the Methodist denomination and
all who knew her respected her
for her

many excellent
Upon the In

qualities.

une farm in the state of his
William Smith was reared.. During the winter mi mths he attended the public schools and for a short time he engaged

nativity.

teaching in his native state.
On attaining his majority he was married there to
Miss Mary Ella fame-, a woman of intelligence and good family, wln:> has been to
him a faithful assistant on the journey of
life.
She was born, reared and educated in
Sussex county, her parents being Caldwell
and Mary (Rogers) James, both of whom
died in Sussex county.
fn the year 1871 Mr. Smith determined
to make his 'home in Kansas, believing that
he might have better opportunities in the
in

WILLIAM

H.

SMITH.

Although Delaware is one of the smalllit the Union, it has sent many of
sons unto other portions of the country
to become active factors in business affairs
and to contribute to the upbuilding and progress of the communities with which they
have become connected. William Smith is
a native of Delaware and since 1877 has
est states

its

the honored pioneer

new state. Accordingly he made his way
to Harvey county and pre-empted one hun-

residents and valued citizens of Barbef
county, Kansas. His birth occurred in Sussex county, on the 5th of February, 1834.
His father. Chalton Smith. Jr.. was also
In rn in Sussex county, as was the grandfather, William Smith, -while the great-grandfather, Chalton Smith, Sr., was a native of

dred and sixty acres of land near Newton,
residing there until 1877, when he sold that
property and came to Barber county, taking
up his abode at his present place of residence on section 32
Elwood township.
Here he owns an extensive tract_of seven
hundred acres that is supplied with all mod-

been numbered

among

,
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equipments and improvements.

era

There

pasture land as well as richly culti-

vated

and an orchard yields its fruits
le has many head of cattle and
departments of his work is meeting

fields.,

1

in all

with good success.

The

came

greatest loss that ever

Smith was when

his wife

was

to

Mr.

called to her

1891, at the age of fifty-three
years.
She was a lady of kindly disposition and many excellent traits of character
and her life was in consistent harmony with
her membership in the Methodist EpiscoHer greatest interest centered
pal church.
in her family and she put forth every effort
final

rest in

ness

of her

to

promote the comfort and happihusband and children. There

had been ten children born of this union:
Orlando; John R. Mary A., the wife of
C. T. McCracken, of this county; Delia, the
wife of H. L. Thomas; Ella, the wife of
E. L. McCracken, of Barber county: Irwin;
Frank: Fanny, the wife of William Stranathan, of Earlier county; Hiel; and Ed:

ward E.
Mr. Smith

an advocate of Democratic

on
board and the cause of education

1

finds in

is

For

principles.

him

a

ten years he has served

warm

friend.

He

is

firm in

of right -and wrong, steadadvocacy of every principle in
and in Barber county he
has gained the respect and confidence of all
his convictions
fast

in

his

which he

believes,

whom

he has been associated.
He
well deserves to be numbered among the
honored pioneer settlers, for a quarter of a
century has passed since he arrived here.
ater part of the land was still in its
primitive condition at that time, awaiting
the awakening touch of the agriculturist.
He has borne his part in reclaiming the soil
for the purposes of civilization, and at all
times has been a supporter of all measures
for the general good.
with

1

A.

McADOO.

and

exchange stables in the
oi
Kiowa, and who is
well known through this section of the state
and also through Woods county. >klahoma,
which lies contiguous to Barber county.
That he is one of the representative citizens of this county may be inferred when
it
is recalled to mind that MtcAdoo township was named in honor of his family,
which was one of the first to locate here
and of which he is a worthy representative.
Mr. McAdoo was born in Jefferson
county, Illinois, on the 3d of February.
1861, being the son of George W. McAdoo.
who was one of the early settlers of that
county, as was he also at a later date of
Barber county. Kansas. He was born and
reared in Tennessee, whence he removed to
Illinois and later to Missouri.
He came
to Barber county in 1883, and here remained
for a number of years, engaged in farming
and stock-raising, and he now resides on the
Chickasaw Indian lands, in the Indian Territory.
In the state of Illinois he was married to Miss Amanda Barlow, who was b rn
in Pennsylvania, and who died in Illinois,
80S. having been a woman oi
in
character and gentle refinement.
Of the
livery,

feed

thriving

little

cit.3

<

1

four children of this union three are living
at the present time, namely
David, a resident of Oklahoma: Sarah C. Who resides
:

in

Oklahoma: and Barnett

of this sketch.

Elmira died

father of our subject

of the honored and popular pioneer
residents of Barber county, Kansas, is Mr.

McAdoo,

who

is

successfully

conducting

a

A., the
in Illinois,

Democrat

["he

of the

i

r

He accompanied his father
of the locality.
on the removal to Barber county, Kansas,
and after his marriage he located on a farm
McAdoo

township,

where he was

en-

gaged

in the raising of live stock for several

years,

becoming one of the prominent men

In 1893 he dispi sed
property in that township, and removed
to a ranch in Elwi d township, having purchased the land and made good improveof that locality.

One

is

Jacksonian type, and is well known to the
people of this section of the s.1 ite.
Barnett A. McAdoo was six yearage when his father removed to Butler
county, Missi tin, and there he was reared
to the sturdy discipline of the farm, securing
his educational training in the public

111

BARNETT

869

1

his

•
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ments on the
fully engaged
raising

when he

of

place,

where he was successfarming and the

in general

cattle

until

February.

1902,

effected the purchase of his presKiowa, which he has since

ent business, in

conducted with marked ability and success.
He has large and eligibly located stables,
gi
.1 iced lots and stock yard, and his equipment includes the best of driving horses and
vehicles, so that he is enabled to cater satisfactorily to the most exacting demands,
gaining a representative patronage from
In politics
the local and traveling public.
Mr. McAdoo originally gave his support to
the Democratic party, but he eventually
identified himself with the reform movement and has since been a stanch advocate
of the cause of the Populist party, in which
lie has been an active arid zealous worker
He served as trustee of Elin the county.
v,
township, was a delegate to congressional and other conventions of his
party, and in 1898 was recognized as the
1

nn

1st

eligible candidate of his party

f< >r

the

sheriff of Barber county, running
ahead of his ticket in the ensuing election,
but meeting defeat by reason of the general
Republican victory of that year. He is a
office of

man of strong convictions, marked individuality and inflexible integrity, and his frank
and genial nature has won him a large circle of friends in this section of the state, his

popularity being pronounced.
In the year 1S82 Mr. McAdoo was united in marriage to Mis^ Amanda Frazier,
reared
- born in Iowa, but who was
and educated in Kansas, to which state her
father, Hiram Frazier, removed in an early

now a resident of Oklahoma.
The maiden name of her mother was Mary
day.

being

Elliott.
-

ns,

Mr. and Mrs. McAdoo have four
Theodore. Luther and Harrv.

— Roy,

FIELDOX TAYLOR.
The

subject of this sketch is of good
old Virginia stock and the traditions of his
forefathers may have had not a little to
rdo with his usefulness

and patriotism as

a

citizen,

which are patent

townsmen

to

all

his

fellow-

Lake V iwnship Harvey county, Kansas, where he is prominent
as a
farmer and stockman, with his home farm
on -eci ion 24 and mail connections by
means of the Sedgwick rural delivery N< 2.
Fieldon Taylor was born in Dearborn
in

>.

Indiana. May 4, 1835, a son of
Isaac Taylor, who was born near White
Sulphur Springs, in the Old Dominion.
September 21, 1789, and died in Arkansas.
111
[853. Jao t) Taylor, father of Isaac Taylor and grandfather of Fieldon Taylor, was
born near London, England, but came to
America in 1768 and did patriotic duty in
the Revolutionary war. He reared five se>ns
and four daughters, all of whom except the

county,

daughter married aiiid had children,
and who in the course of events found
homes, some in Kentucky and others in Tennessee, Missouri and Indiana.
The mother
of the subject of this sketch was Isaac Taylor's second wife, his first wife having been
a Miss Cross, whom he married in Virginia, April 29, 181 3, and who bore him
three sons and four daughters, and died
February 5, 1830.
Mr. Taylor's mother
was Lovina Sackett, of Indiana, whom his
father married August 11. 183 1. and who
had children as follows
Martha was married in 1852 to Josephus Jones and went to
Illinois, where she is living at the present
time.
The immediate subject of this sketch
was the next in order of birth. Jonathan
died in Indiana at the age of twelve years.
Jeremiah died young. Elias D.. after two
eldest

:

s< >ldier in the Civil war.
died of disease at Miirfreesboro, Tennessee.
Phoebe Ann. of Kansas City. Missouri, is

years' service as a

the

widow

of Harrison Farris. and has

two

Richard B. is a farmer in
Iowa, ami has one son and four

children living.

Lee

count}',

daughters.
The mother of these children
died April 30. 1845.
The father was an
able and successful farmer. The father and
mother were both orthodox Christians and
the latter was a member of the Methodist
Episcopal church.
Fieldon Taylor has been actively connected with practical farming as long as
Before he was twelve
he can remember.
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years old he obtained a meager schooling
his father's death, which occurred
when he was sixteen, lie was able to attend
three months, fi r being the old1I3

ami after

D03 of hi- father's second sel of elm
drcn. he was obliged to work, which he did
keeping the fammanfully in the hope
est

1

ther.
in

It

[854, and

r

fi

-

1

was broken up, however,
three years thereafter the
for eight dollars a

farm-

lie then
became a
month and upward,
tenant farmer in Dearborn county, Indiana.

farming there one year he went to
where he rented a farm
[< wa,
He was married March 5.
Elizabeth Whittaker, of Dearborn
[857.
count v. Indiana, a daughter of William
and Hannah (Vesey) Whittaker.
in
Company E,
In iSi.j he enlisted
Nineteenth Regiment, fowa Volunteer Infantry, with which he saw three years' actAt the battle
ive service in the Civil war.
of Prairie Grove, Arkansas, he received a
gunsln t wound in the right leg. which put
him in the hospital for twenty days. September 29, [863, at Sterling's Farm, Louisiana, he was made a prisoner of war and
December 2,
sent to Camp Tyler. Texas.
following, he made hi- escape, but when he
had reached a point within fifteen miles of
the Arkansas line he was recaptured by
bushwhacker- and he and three companions
were -cm to Laneport, Williamson canity.
Arkansas, whence a month later they were
Fi rt
Washita, in the Chickasaw
nation, where they were kept in a guard
house until February 25, 1S64. From that
time until \; ril 5, 1X1,4. they were kept at
Ltisiana, an|d then they were
After

Lee

unty,

ci

for five years.
fc

returned

to

Camp

Tyler,

where

their

old

i- in captivity greeted them with
manifestations of joy.
At Camp
Tyler Mr. Taylor was taken sick and he believes that he would have died there had he
ci nveyed to the mouth of the Red
here he was duly exchanged in July,

many

He

1864.

stat

and the strung stimulants adminto him kept him alive past the danger

Stitution

istered
point.

'itics

Mr. Tayl

r

wa-

f

rmerly a

871

Republican, but during
with the Populists anld ha- been
active in local political work.
For six years
he has ably tilled the office of justice
f
and has been a member of the
affiliated

1

township school board for ten years.
He
in
Kansas in March. [871, and
located
homesteaded one hundred and sixty acres
Thomas J. Matlock
of wild prairie land.
came witli him and they had no neighbors
within five miles with the exception of Ira
Converse, who came from Illinois. To him
and Mrs. Taylor have been born ten childreu, three sons and four daughters
whom they have reared to manhood and
womanhood. The following information
concerning them will lie of interest in this
connection
Their daughter Hannah is a
nurse and deaconess in the Methodist hospital at Omaha, Nebraska.
Mary married
L. D. Chamberlain, a farmer, and live- near
her parent-.
Robert Taylor, who operates
a farm adjoining hi- father's, has a -on and.
a daughter.
U. S. Taylor died unmarried
at
hnaha. Nebraska, at the age of thirtythree years.
Edith married Frank Simons
and they have four sons. They live four
miles north of her father'- homestead.
Charles Taylor lives in Oklahoma and has a
wife and a daughter. He is expected soon
Alpha
to return to the old home farm.
Amelia married Charles Carter, .if Breedsport, Oklahoma, and has a son.
Mr. and
Mrs. Taylor lost three children in infancy.
They began housekeeping in Kansas in a
box-house eight feet high and c
ground -pace f eighteen by fourteen feet,
where they lived fifteen years, when they
1"

.

:

(

1

moved

into

their

modern

residence,

a fine

twenty-eight by thirty-two foot, two-sti ry
The trees about their house
structure.
were planted by Mr. and Mrs. Taylor's
own hands and Mrs. Taylor took special
pride

in

planting the seed of the catalpas.

which flourished so luxuriantly there. Mr.
Taylor has given much attention
n his four-hundred-acre farm and
usually has from one hundred and fifty to
two hundred head of tine cattle.
Mr. Taylor made the journey from Let
county. Iowa, with his covered wagon and
I
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arrived October

2,

1871, after having been
camping out by the

pioneers

who

aided in the development of

commonwealth, one of the greatest

three weeks on the road,

that

way. He and Air. Matlock had gone out.
by rail the previous March and selected and
His life has been the ardusecured land.
ous one of a pioneer and farmer, but he is
well preserved and from now on intends to

the magnificent sisterhood of states comprising the Union. For a time he was successful, being a man of sterling- habits and strict

take

life

more

easly, relinquishing

many

of

A

the cares of business to his son Charles.
lover of fine burses, he takes a special pride
in a noble team which he raised and broke.
Mrs. Taylor's two brothers did gallant service as soldiers in the Civil

stricken by disease, died

William,

war.

and

fills

a loijely

Rob-

grave under a large tree in Tennessee.

survived the war and is living in IlliMrs. Taylor's mother died in 1854,
nois.
in her fifty-fifth year, leaving seven children.
In January, 1856, her father was
lost while on his way home from England.
Mr. Taylor has demonstrated that he is a
public spirited man, who may be safely depended upon to do his full share fi ir the
advancement of any good cause, and he is
regarded as a progressive and up-to-date
citizen, whose success is the proof of his
ability
no more than of his sterling inert

tegrity.

FRANK

H.

WEINSCHENK.

"In this country

we have no

princes or

fortunates of royal blo> d. Every boy. be he
of high or lowly parentage, has the same opportunities and is the architect of his own
fortune, the corner-stone of which should be
integrity, activity

and perseverance."

C
Frank H. Wienschenk was

born

near

Bellevue. in Jackson county, Iowa, on the
25th of February, 1861. His father. Xavier
Weinschenk. was a native of Wurtemberg,

Germany.

In 1848 he

settled in the state of

came to America and
Iowa being one >f the
1

in

which was combined an indomitable will and the faculty of doing with
his might whatever he undertook.
When
the great panic of 1878 came his hard earned
possessions were swept away. In 1879, not
in the least disheartened, he started for the
Sunflower state and located a home in SedgHere he remained one year
vvick county.
and then removed to Kingman county, preempting a quarter section of land near the
Here he was
presenl site of Willowdale.
successful in farming and stock raising, and
for fifteen years he was accounted one of
the most prominent citizens of the 'southwest part of the county. At the expiration
of that period he retired from active business,
locating in Andale, Sedgwick county, where
he now maintains his home. Xavier Weinschenk was united in marriage to Miss Anna
Manders, and of this union ten children
were born, all of whom at this date are livMrs. Anna Anderson, of Dening, namely
Colorado: Mrs. Lewis Hagus. of
ver,
Brighton, Colorado; Mrs. Mary Kahles. of
Denver, Colorado: Mrs. Elizabeth Georges,
of Andale. Kansas: A. M.. who is engaged
in the wholesale and retail grocery business
in Wichita, and who beyond question has
one of the finest establishments of the kind
integrity, with

all

:

that city; John P., who is engaged in
farming and stock raising near Cofteyville,
Kansas: Mrs. Maggie Smith, of_ Leadville,
Colorado: and Mrs. Barbara Smith. Mrs.
Matilda Swope and the subject of A'^
sketch, all of whom reside at Willowdale.
Kingman., county.
All the children have
strong personalities and are a credit to the
communities in which thev live.,
To do justice to Frank H. Weinschenk,
and his sterling character and manhood, is
an undertaking that would call for the accomplishments of the polished historian. His
whole life has been one of activity along
business lines, with the words "never fail"
written in ever}- epoch.
His humble: but
settled in the state of Iowa, being one of the
in

l^6*S
J&*tWi^
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and perseverance of the sterling
the fatherland, while his Ameriand western training gave him
the best type of
the snap and enterprise
lie was educated in the
our citizenship.
public schools of Iowa and was especially
efficient along the lines of a business educabming to Kansas at the age of eighttion,
een year-, he became imbued with the idea
of its future greatness and at once identified
r an op
himself with its people Longing
portumty to tr\ for himself, he Left home
and went to Denver, Colorado, where he
secured employment and soon worked himself up to a hands* me salary, but the work
and surroundings proved uncongenial, and
his mind constantly turned hack to Kansas,
with her broad prairie- and sunn} skies.
On March i<>. 1884, Mr. Weinschenk
was married, in Denver, Colorado, to Miss
acteristics

i'

can

birth

i

f

(

E<

Marv

A.

Blessing,

fartmerl)

of

Andrew.

L>wa.
The union was a happy one, and
the year- that came, while Mr. Weinschenk was laying the foundation for his
splendid fortune, his wife proved herself
all that God himself had intended w< mail to
he.
In 1884, with stout hearts and willing
hands, they settled on a claim in Peters
township. Kingman county.
True that the
heme was at first humble, but, as if touched
by the hands of the magician, the surroundThe groves that bend
ogs s
n changed.
in the breezes over their beautiful home at
Willowdale, the orchards that yield their
bountiful supply of fruit, the ornamental
trees, and. in fact, everything that goes to
in

make h< me sum undirtgs beautiful and
pleasing to the eye. were planted by our subject's
wn hands, and long after his body
shall return to mother dust they will remain a monument to his love of nature and
nature's gifts.
1

In [889 Mr. Weinschenk engaged in the
cattle business on an extensive scale. Prices
then were at bed-rock, and while many were

discouraged and quitting, with that keen
foresight and business sagacity that has al-

ways

marked

hi-

every

transaction,

he
the

turned purchaser.
In a short
time
change came and everybody wanted cattle:
prices went soaring, and this investment

873

Mi- next venture
brought a golden return.
\t this time
was purchasing land.
ridiculously cheap.
The opening of Oklahoma left many untenanted farms. Some of
which he purchased al merely government
prices
better crop- and new 31 ttlea
a
The results were gratifying ami immensel)
il

1

;

In

profitable.

March,

[900,

Wein-

.Mr.

schenk
commenced the most stup
undertaking of his life, by organizing the

Kingman County
of which he

Colonization Company,
became manager, and he hacked

the venture

by furnishing the entire capital

required.
licited
in

How Columbus

felt

when

he

-

prominent men to become interested

fitting out hi-

expedition to discover the

new world, was experienced by Mr. WeinThe plan was looked upon as impracticable and visionary.
The country had
Its light up to tl s
never been advertised.
time had been under a bushel, and it would
have remained there but for him. In a fewweeks from the inception of the company
a five thousand issue of his book. "Out There
in Kansas." was sent broadcast all over the
nation. This was soon followed by tw
schenk.

;

issue- of the

same

size,

making

Of

sand copies distributed.
truthfully he said that

it

fifteen thou-

the hook

was the

can

it

finest

in

language and illustration ever issued in
description of a county in the state.
Many
of the county's most progressive and intellistyle,

gent citizens owe their locating lure t
perusal of the book "Out There in Kansas,"
and it can he found in the houses and libraries of people all over the Union.
Other
unique and original metln wis of advertising
>

were employed. The results were far reachEmigration comand satisfactory.
More men were emmenced to pour in.
ployed, until eleven of the most reliable and
active assistants that could be secured were
kept busy; prices advanced; new homes and
ing

groves dotted the prairies; the business
felt

the

Santa

Fe

influx

in

Railroad

men

trade.
The
Company, recognizing

increased

the sterling qualities of the man w
ceived the plan, rendered every possibli
courtesy to assist.
Public opinion changed
and the people realized the great henefact r
the

manager of

the

company had be
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most remarkable thing: was that every
purchaser of real estate of the company at
once became a propagandist and brought or
sent his friends who were looking for a
This feature was
change of location.
brought about by square dealing and courone of the things
is
and
teous treatment,
upon which Mr. Weinschenk looks back
with great pleasure and pride. In 1901 he
the

closed out his herd of shorthorn cattle, in
order to devote more of his time to his increasing real estate business. About twenty
thousand dollars" worth were disposed of at
The next spring he disposed of
public sale.
large

his

herd

of

registered

Percheron

horses, from the sale of which he realized
about fifteen thousand dollars, and he then

At
ceased active operation of his farms.
that time he was the owner of nearly twenty
thousand acres of choice land, scattered over
the country, but in the main surrounding his
Willowd'ale stock farm, and he was accounted the wealthiest man in the county
and one of the wealthiest in the state.
Mr. Weinschenk

a

Demo-

In politics
but has never been an aggressive parIn 1897 he was appointed president
of the Kansas Live Stock Sanitary CommisThis position he
sion by Governor Leedy.
held fin- more than two years, finally resignmore of his
devote
ing the same in order to
time to his personal business. In 1900 Governor Stanlev appointed him emigration
agent for the state. In religion he is a prois

crat,

tisan.

gressive Catholic, liberal in his views and
according others the right to believe as they
please. His church benefactions, which have

been many, have been given without regard
to belief or creed, as have also been his many
donations to public enterprises and worthy
charities.
Such, in brief, is the history of a

Kansas boy and his success in fifteen years,
and he stands as a prominent citizen of not
the county alone but also of the state as

—

well
a man who never failed in a business
undertaking and whose judgment has been
the marvel of all. In the prime of life, rich
in this world's goods, kind and sympathetic
in
to

nature, loyal to his friends as the needle
the pule, his sterling qualities and good

works

will

a greater monument to his
hand can produce

l>e

memory than

sculptor's

from granite or marble.

ANDREW

S.

HUFF.

This enterprising and progressive farmand stock-grower of Sharon township.
Barber county, Kansas, is to be considered
as one of the pioneers of the state, since he
took up his residence within its borders
er

He has attained a high
in the year 1S69.
degree of success and his fine farm of four
hundred acres is conceded to be one of the
best in this section of the state, while he is
known and honored as one of the representative citizens of the county.

Mr. Huff is a native son of the old
Buckeye state, having been born in Coshocton county, Ohio, on the 23d of December,
1845, the £0n °f

who was born
was

in

Thomas Jefferson
Loudoun county,

Huff,
Vir-

George Huff,
whose parents emigrated from Germany
ami took up their abode in the Old Domin-

ginia, as

also his father

ion state in the colonial epoch of our hisThomas J. Huff was reared and ed-

tory.

ucated in his native state and there he married a Miss Huff, who died, leaving three
children,
George, Emily and Mary.
He
subsequently consummated a second marunited
Miss
Elizabeth
Baintriage, being
to
er, who was born in Pennsylvania, being
of the stanch old German stock of that
state.
After their marriage they removed
to Coshocton county, Ohio, where the father of our subject idevoted his attention to
agricultural pursuits, until 1856, when he
removed to Hancock county, Illinois, where
he continued in the same line of occupation
until his death, at the age of seventy-eight
years, his wife passing away at the age of
seventy-six.
In politics he gave his support to the Republican party, with which
he became identified at the time of its organization, and both he and his wife were
devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
They became the parents of

—
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nine sons and nine daughters, of whom all
but three lived to years of maturity, while
ten arc In mil; at the present time, three ol
the sons having been soldiers in the war of
the Rebellion.
Andrew S. Huff, the immediate subject
of this review, was reared to the age of
eleven years in his native county and then

acompanied his parents on their removal to
Hancock county, Illinois, where he continued
assist in the work of the homestead
farm until he had attained the age of twenti

ty-four years, his early educational privileges having been Mich as were afforded in
the public schools of Ohio and Illinois. In

]

served for many years as treasurer -if the
school board oi his district, while he is a
deacon in the Baptist church, of which his
wife also is a member.
In the year 1877 Mr. Uul'f was united
in marriage to Miss Mattie J. Tatum, who
was born in Georgia, where she was reared
and educated, being the daughter of Uuckner and Behethlum Tatum, both of whom
died in Barber county, Kansas, the former
having lived to attain the venerable age of
ninety-four years. Mr. and Mrs. Huff have
three children,
Ida E., the wife of Abra-

—

ham Moses,
1''.

and Ola

the year 1869 Mr. Huff came to
a pioneer, locating in Wichita,

ing

count}, which was then a little
there engaging in the livery business, in
which he continued three or four years. In
1N78 he located on a farm in Sumner count}
and there continued his residence until 1886,
when he came to Barber county and purchased his present farm, to whose improvement lie forthwith directed his attention.
To his original claim he has since added until he now has a fine farm of four hundred
acres.
.Mr. Huff has erected a commodious
and attractive residence, a large barn and
other necessary farm buildings, while on
every hand are to be seen the tangible evidences of his enterprise and well directed
efforts.
He has a fine orchard of twenty
acres, the came being one of the best in the
county and giving excellent yields of fine
fruit.
On the place he has a nice grove
of two acres, having planted the trees many
years ago, so that they are well matured
and add greatly to the attraction of the
home.
He gives his attention to general
agriculture and stock-growing, and in each
department of his farm enterprise he has
been very successful, being one of the substantial and highly honored citizens of the

who

Kansas as
Sedgwick
village, and

county.

He

gives his aid and influence in

support of all measures for the general
good, his political proclivities being indicated by the stanch allegiance which he accords to the Republican party and its principles.
He has taken a deep interest in educational

and

religious

matters,

having

§75

are

\\ ichita.

of
T..

Sharon township; and Alta

who

time of this writhigh school at
children are deceased
Rosa,

students

Two

at the

in

the

—

died at the age of three years, and
age of eighteen months.

Ellen, at the

JOHN

P.

LEAF.

John P. Leaf is a representative of the
farming interests of Jewell county. He is
one of the worthy citizens that Sweden has
furnished to America, for his birth occurred in that kingdom on the 3rd of February, 1845.
His father, Andrew P. Leaf,
was also a native of Sweden, and in lo^j
emigrated with his family to the United
States, making his way westward across
the country to Iowa. He located on a farm
in Jefferson county, that state, and there
throughout his remaining days he carried
on agricultural pursuits, his death occurring in 18S0, when he had attained the
age of sixty-one. At the time of the Civil
war he was found a loyal defender of his
adopted land, rendering valiant service to
the Union as a member of the Thirtieth
Iowa Volunteer Infantry. His wife, who
bore the maiden name of Caroline Marburg,
also a native of Sweden and is now living in Jefferson county, Iowa.
John P. Leaf was a youth of only seven
years when with his parents he came to the
is

United States and on the homestead farm in
Iowa he was reared, there, remaining until
February, 1873, when he came to Jewell

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

8;6

county, Kansas, in order to take advantage
fof the opportunities for securing land
He obtained a
fered by the government.
homestead claim of one hundred and sixty
acres, adjoining the present site of Mankato
on the east, and throughout the intervening years he has devoted his energies to
agricultural pursuits, placing his land un<

His
der a very high state of cultivation.
industry and enterprise have led to success,
so that he has now a comfortable comHe has witnessed the wonderful
petence.
development that has wrought a great
transformation in this portion of the state
and has seen the entire growth of Mankato
and has aided in changing the wild prairie
He not only
into richly cultivated fields.
follows general farming but gives his attention to the raising of fruits and vegetables,
also stock

and poultry.

On

the ist of January, 1877. was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Leaf and Miss
Orabella Gardiner, a native of Iowa and

a daughter of Stephen and Susan (Smith)
Her father was a native of Pennsylvania, but emigrated to Iowa and in
1872 came to Jewell county, Kansas, where
he secured a homestead claim a few miles
There he devoted his eneast of Mankato.

Gardiner.

ergies to agricultural pursuits until his life's
He was a
labors were ended in death.
prominent and influential citizen, respected

by

all

vives.

who knew him. His widow still surThe marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Leaf

has been blessed with two daughters:
Grace and Alice, both graduates of the Mankato high school, and they have made school
Grace, the eldest, is
teaching a success.
now taking a four years' course of study
in the State Normal of Emporia, Kansas,
is also assistant librarian in the Normal
Library.
Alice is holding a position as
In
teacher in the Mankato city schools.
public affairs Mr. Leaf has borne an active
and important part, serving in various offices.
He has been road overseer of Center township for four years
has been a
member of the Mankato school board; for
six years was township clerk; and for nine
His long continyears township trustee.
uance in office is an indication of his marked

and

;

He was
discharging his duties.
years a supporter of the Republican party, but later has been independent
ability in

many

r

fi

in

political

his

farm]

affiliations.

His excellent

a visible evidence of a well spent

is

and an honorable business career and
from pioneer days down to the present he
has been a leading and valued citizen of
Jewell county, giving an active support to
every measure which he believes calculated

life

to

prove of general

FRANK
On

gi

C.

«

d.

COLBORN.

improved farm of four hundred and eighty acres in Nippawalla township, Barber county. Kansas, the subject of
this review has his home, and from the fact
that he has here resided for nearly twenty
years he is entitled to be considered as one
of the pioneers of the county, in whose development and progress he has rendered a
due quota of aid as a public-spirited and progressive farmer and stock-grower, his suca finely

cess being the result of the

fit utilization of
the opportunities presented in this section,
his energy an(d industry having been unabating and his management of his affairs
having been marked by rare discrimination.
As one of the representative men of his section of the state we are pleased to present a
resume of the career of Mr. Colborn.
Frank C. Colborn, whose residence in
Kansas covers a period of more than a
quarter of a century, is a native of the old

Empire

state of the Union, having been
BufErie county. New York, on the last
day of the year 1854. the family name having been one long identified with the annals of New York state and ever standing
as an exponent of honesty of purpose and

born

in the vicinity of of the city of

falo,

integrity of character.
His father. Israel
B. Colborn, was likewise born in New York
state, being the son of one of the heroes of
the war of 1812. his father having been en-

gaged

farming after the war and having
state.
The maiden name
of our subject's mother was Sarali Stetson
died in

in

New York

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
was born in Massachusetts, where
had established themselves
tion.
In 1859 ]
removed
Colborn
with Ins familj to L\\
unty, Michigan, and there he red farm from the primitive
the
rests, the same being located near
present thriving village of Fowlerville, and
there he passed the remainder of his upright
and useful life, engaged in agricultural
an|d she

acres

her

tion,

ancestors

i

i

1".

the age of sixty-five
Republican in pi litics
from the time of the organization of the
f
party, and being one
the devoted and influential members of the Baptist church, in
which he was a deacon for many years and
of which his venerable widow has long been
She still maintains
a consistent member.
her home in Fowlerville, Michigan, and has
now attained the advanced age of eightysix years.
Of this union eleven children
were horn, namely: Josiah. Helen, Emily,
Henry, Hulday. Mary. Frank C, Dollie,
Barbar, ne who died in infancy, and Justus, who was a soldier in the war of the Rebellion as a member of a Michigan regiment, and wdiose death occurred in 1895,
The only repat Fowlerville, that state.
resentatives of the family in Kansas are
our subject and his brother Henry, who is
a resident of Jackson county.
Frank C. Colborn grew up under the
invigorating influences of the old homestead farm in Michigan, and received such
educati. nal advantages as were afforded by
lie died at

pursuits.

g been

a

1

1

the public schools of the locality and period.

He

there continued to be identified

with

farming until 1877, when he came to Kansas and located in Jackson county, where he
remained until 1884. which stands as the
year of his advent in Barber county, where
he has developed a most prosperous industry as a farmer and stock-grower. His farm
has the best of improvements, including a
commodi' >us and comfortable residence,
which replaced the primitive domicile of
the early days, while he has a substantial and
well equipped barn, twenty-four by fortv
feet in dimensions, and other farm buildings demanded in connection with the operation

of his

place,

one hundred and sixty

*77

which are under effective cultivawhile the greater portion of the farm is
1

I

utilized for pasturage, as

Air. Colborn has
devoted special attention to the raising of
ligh grade live sfc ck.
[e has raisi
the fines! French draft horses to be
mid
1

1

1

section of the state, and the other
on the place show's evidence of the
judgment and discrimination brought to
hear in selection and care.
Mr. Colborn has kept in touch with the
questions and issues of the hour, has well
fortified views in regard to matters of public policy and gives an unswerving support
in

this

stock

to the Populist party.
He has served as
overseer of highways and has been for many
years a member of the school board of district Xo. 70.
He stands ready at all times
to lend his aid in promotion of all worthy
enterprises and projects for the general
good and is one of the public-spirited, popular and honored men of this section.
In the year 1881 was solemnized the

marriage of Mr. Colborn to Miss Alice
Fleischer, who has proved to him a devoted
companion and true helpmeet.
She was
born in Shawnee county, Kansas, and was
reared and educated in this state. Her parents
were Wilhelm and Christena F.
Fleischer, both of whom were born in Germany, whence they emigrated to America
in their early

integrity

of

all

life,

being people of sterling

and holding the unqualified respect

who know

near the city of

Mr. Fleischer

them.

They now

T ipeka,

this state,

reside
wdiere

and influential farmer.
To Mr. and Mrs. Colborn have
been born six sons and six daughters, namely:
George \\\, Dollie, Ethel, William,
Florence, Xellie, Daisy, Frank, Ernest, Arthur. Marjorie Clara and Lester, the last
named having died at the age of four
months.

Mrs.

is

a successful

ISAAC HALEY.

Mrs. Isaac Haley is the widow of the
late Isaac Haley, one of Ottawa county's
leading and highly esteemed citizens, and
who fur many years took an active part in

878
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the public affairs of the township.

He was

born at Cornwall, England in 1841, a son
of William and Elizabeth (Hararo) Haley.
His paternal grandfather was Abraham
Hale)-, and his maternal grandfather, Thomas Hamm, was a British soldier, having
served under General Wellington in the battle of Waterloo.
When a lad of eight years
Isaac Haley emigrated with his parents to
Canada, where he was reared to farm pursuits, and was early taught the value of industry and honesty as a preparation for the
When twenty-one
active duties of life.
years of age he was united in marriage to
Christena Near,, who was born in Middlesex, Canada, in 1S43, the same year in
which President McKinley was born. Her
father, William Near, was also a Canadian
by birth, having been born near the Niagara
Falls, of which locality his wife, who bore
the maiden name of Mary Rathvon, was
also a native. After their marriage Mr. and
Mrs. William Near removed to Middlesex
county, Canada, there spending their remaining days, the mpther passing away at
the age of sixty-six years, while the father
survived until he had reached the age of
He was a carpenter,
seventy-two years.
cabinet-maker and farmer by occupation,
and both he and his wife were consistent
They became
an|d worthy church members.
the parents of fourteen children, seven sons
Nelson,
and seven daughters, namely
Isaac, George, Elizabeth, Catherine, Elias,
Christena, Henry, Jacob, William, Maryetta,
Abigail, Elsie and Margaret.
In 1870 Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Haley
came to the Sunflower state, securing a
homestead claim in Logan township, Ottawa county, on which they erected a small
house, fourteen by sixteen feet, and in that
primitive dwelling they made their home until 1885, when a commodious and attractive
farm residence was erected, at a cost of fifteen hundred dollars.
The farm, which
consists of three hundred and twenty acres
of rich and productive land, is under a high
state of cultivation and is further improved
by large well built barns, a windmill and a
beautiful grove and orchard.
The fields
are surrounded by three miles of well kept
:

hedge, and this

is

one of the attractive and

valuable farming properties of the locality.
Twelve children blessed the marriage

Haley and his wife, as follows:
Maria Inscho, James, Charles,
Daniel, Christena Jane White, Mary Sherman. Martha W'eatherby, Emma, and three
deceased W. Henry, who died at the age
of three years, three months and thirteen
days; Isaac Alvin, who died at the age of
two years and seven months; and Lillian
E., who became the wife of Earl Campbell
and died at the age of twenty-six years.
of Isaac

Manuel,

:

The

father of this family passed

away on

the 30th of March, 1899, and at his death
the community mourned the loss of one of
truest and best citizens.
Politically he
was a third party man, and religiously held
membership in the Lutheran church. His
life was a success,
but his achievemients
its

were the result of patient effort, unflagging
industry and self-confidence.
For many
years he resided in Ottawa county, and during that time he so deported himself that as
a man of business, as an honorable Christain gentleman, no man had a cleaner record
or was more highly respected than Isaac
Haley.

JOHN GREGORY.
The

subject of this sketch is descended
from Scotch ancestry, but is a native of

Pennsylvania, a state which has given to
the west some of its best citizenship.
His
parents, James and Sarah (McDaniels)

Gregory, were born in that portion of old
Bedford county which is now Fulton counPennsylvania, and both died there, the
former at the age of seventy-four years,
and Mr. Gregory himself was born in Fulton county.
ty,

John Gregory was reared to farm work
and obtained his education in the district
schools near his father's old home in Fulton county, Pennsylvania.
At the age of
twenty-one he went to Missouri.
year
later, in 1870, he removed to Kansas and
located in Holm township, Jewell county,
where he lived for a time in a dugout of

A
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sods and logs until he built a twenty by
log house, which was his home
when he took tip his residence
hiOn February 29,
brother's
farm.
on
[876, he miarried Elizabeth DanielSj a native- of Fulton county, Pennsylvania, and a
daughter of Andrew and Sarah (Blankley)
Pennsylvania
Daniels, who were born in
and are living in Barton county, Kansas.
Mr-. Gregory has borne her husband several children:
Lela
who married Jordan Bn oks and lives in I lent'}- county, Misis
souri; Bertha P., who
a student at the
high school at Alaukati). Jewell county, Kansas; and Jennie .Maud, a member of her
parent-' household.
They lost one son in
infancy, a son at the age of three years,
three months and three day-, twins at the
ages, respectively, of six and seven days,
and ther twins in childhood, one at the age
of eleven and one-half months. Mrs. Gregwho was educated in subscription
ory,
sixteen fo
until 1S75,

1

!•"...

1

and free schools, is a woman of
accomplishments and is
highly esteemed in a wide circle of acquaint-

schools

many

graces and

financial

start
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in

Kansas was

own

he has by his
the owner of

insignific

unaided, exertions

become

more than one thousand

acres

from incumbrances.
He
has proven himself one of the active, pro-

of land,

all

gressive

business

free

men

his

oi

part

of

the

a Democrat and his
was cast for Horace
a time when in his part of Kanwere all written out with a pen.

Politically he

state.

is

presidential vote

first

Greele) at
sas ballots

He

in politics, but he steadto accept any public office,
stock
his extensive
and genera] farming in-

influential

is

refuses

fastly

terests requiring all his time.

town residence

much

in

of the time.

He has

a good

Mankato, where he

He

is

lives

known through-

out the count)- for his cordiality and generosity and those who are guests at his house
are convinced that he and his estimable
wife have made a fine art of hospitality.
Mr-. Greg< r\ and her daughters are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and
as an active member of ladies' societies of
tiie church Mrs. Gregory is most efficient in
its

good work.

ances.

After

marriage

Mr.

and Mrs.
Gregory lived in a dug out on Mr. Gregory's brother's farm until in 1877, when
the east part of their present house was
built.
Fi r
that
structure Mr. Gregory
their

hauled

lumber fifty miles.
Their nearest
trailing point was aboul one hundred miles
distant and they experienced all the hardships and vicissitudes of pioneer life in
Kansas.
Could it he written fully, Mr.
Gregory's life would make a most interesting history.
He enjoys the distincton of
having been one of the first of a few pioneers who brought yokes of cattle into
Jewell county.
When he arrived in Missouri from Pennsylvania he had but seventy-five cents, which he was obliged almost
immediately b spend i< >r quinine, as he was
quickly affected by the malarial climate. He
found work by the month at small wages,
at which he continued about six months,
saving every cent that was paid him by his
employer and -pending only such small
sums as he was enabled to earn by work
overtime and at odd jobs.
Though his
i

IIEXRY ROELFS.

A

which due recognition is not
universally accorded in connection with the
history of the west is that to no foreign
fact of

presence due in so large a
those wit', have had their
nativity in or trace their lineage to the
great empire of Germany.
Among those
who left the fatherland to identify themselves with American life and institutions,
who have pushed their way to the front and
who are a credit alike to the land of their
birth and that of their adoption, is Henry

element

is

measure as

its

to

Roelfs.

He wa? born in the province of HanGermany, on the 10th of December,
1848. His father. Ralph Roelfs, was there
reared and educated, and after arriving at

over,

years
f maturity he was there married to
Henrietta Sleep, also a native of the prov1

ince

1

f

Hanover.

people there.
adieu to the

In

They were prominent
1808

home and

the

family

bade

friends of their na-
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and sailed for the new world, loMadison county, Illinois, where
they remained until 1871.
In that year
they took up their abode in Topeka, Kansas, where they made their home for three
years and then, in 1874, came to Rice county.
The father located on the land on
which John Roelfs now resides, and there
made his home until his death, which occurred at the age of sixty-eight years. The
mother also passed away on attaining that
age, an)d both attended the Methodist Epistive land

cating" in

The

copal church.

ing as a
that

line

life

father followed farm-

occupation, and his efforts in

were attended with

a

high and

well merited degree of success.
They were
t'.ie
parents of seven children, namely:

Henry; Rudolph; Frank; Mrs. Lena Dell,
of Bushton, Kansas: John; Henrietta, now
Mrs. Diske, of Lyons, Kansas; and Grace,
the widow of Walter Clair, and a resident
of Farmer township. Rice county.
Henry Roelfs. whose name introduces
this review, was reared in his native land,
and there received a good education in the
German language. At the age of nineteen
years he accompanied his parents on their
removal to the new world, and after arriving in the United States he went with them
on their various journeys, finally locating
in Kansas.
In 1872 he went to Texas,

where he was engaged in railroad work
for one year and then returned to Topeka.
In 1874 he secured a homestead claim in
Rice county, on which was a sod house
fourteen by sixteen feet, but as the years
have passed he has prospered in his undertakings and he now owns a large and beautiful residence, winch was erected at a cost
of twelve hundred dollars.
From time to
time he has added to his original purchase
of one hundred and sixty acres and his
landed possessions now agregate eight hundred acres, all under a high state of culti-

In Topeka, Kansas, in 1876, occurred
the marriage of Mr. Roelfs and Miss Louisa Henrietta Boldt, who was born in Prus-

Germany, in 1849, a daughter of Wilhelm and Charlotta (Joll) Boldt. In 1879
the family emigrated to the United States,
and the father died at the home of his
daughter, Mrs. Roelfs, having reached the
Psalmist's span of three score years and ten.
Mrs. Boldt still resides with her daughter,
and is now eighty-two years of age. This
worthy couple were the parents of seven
children,
Ernest, Mrs. Roelfs, Fred, Frederika, Johanna. Amelia and William.
The
union of our subject and wife has been
blessed with five children,
George, Fred,
Henrietta, Louisa and Herman. For many
years Mr. Roelfs was a supporter of Republican principles, having voted for Garsia,

—

—

1880, but he is now a strong Prohibelieving firmly in the principles
forth by that party, and is a strong
worker in the ranks. He has many times
served as a delegate to county and con-

field in

bitionist,

set

gressional conventions and has served as a
member of the school 'board. He is a local
minister in the German Methodist Episcopal
church, being a zealous worker in the cause
of the Master.

FRANK YIENGST.
One of the younger representatives of
the agriculturist interests in Kingman counFrank Yiengst is the owner of a valuable
farm on section 17, Vinita township. He

ty,

One of the attractive features of
the place is a beautiful grove of two or
three acres, and he also has a fine large
vation.

barn and all necessary outbuildings.
His
is one of the model farms of the locality,
richly cultivated fields annually yield

and the
to the

owner

a

handsome

financial return.

was born

in Berks county, Pennsylvania, on
8th of October, 1872. a son of Jeremiah and Mary (Sherman) Yiengst. 'The
father was born in Berks county, Pennsyl-

the

1
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vania.
In [880 the parents took up their
abode in \\ ashington county, Kansas, where
the) remained for four years, and then came
to this l wnship.
Hie mother passed awa)
in death in

ing and
county.

is

a

[900, but the father is still livprominent farmer of Kin-man

He is a carpenter by
member of the Dunkard

and is
a
church, with
which religious denomination his wife was
also identified.
This worthy couple were
the parent^ of

are

now

being
this

(

trade,

four children, but only

living, the brother of

two

our subject,

leorge, a residenl of Vinita township.

Frank Yiengst, whose name introduces
review, was brought to the Sunflower
when <'iil\ eight years of age, and here

state

the remainder of his life has been passed.
He was early inured to the labors of the
held and meadow, and upon reaching years
of maturity he chose as a life occupation the
He
vocation to which he has been reared.

now owns

a valuable farm of two hundred
and twenty acres, and hjs well cultivated
fields annually yield to their owner golden
harvests in return for the labor and care
bestowed upon them. 'The marriage of Mr.
Yiengsl was celebrated in Oklahoma, when
Lou Marter became his wife. She was born
in Missouri, and was there reared and educated, and is a daughter of James and Jane

Harter, of Oklahoma.
The father was a
native of Ohio and a farmer by occupation.
while the mother was a daughter of Robert
Maxwell, a native of Kentucky and also a
farmer.
The union has been blessed with
two children Harvey and Goldie, and thev

—

also have one child deceased.

Roth Mr. and

N

Mr-,
iengst hold membership in the Dunkard church, in which he is serving as a deacon.
Few men have more devoted friends
than he. and none excel him in unselfish de1

votion

worthy

and

unwavering

recipients

of

to

the

confidence

and

fidelitv

his

friendship.

.

|

PECK.

has

lived

the

in

(

I

ship.

Peck was reared on his father's
Connecticut and educated in the excellent commion schools near his father's
home and was early taught the practical
business value of industry and personal inC. C.

farm

in

county.
sas

The successful and popular citizen of
Concord township. Ottawa county. Kansas,
whose name is above and whose postoffice

lis,

:

tegrity.

C. C.

Minneap

is

township since 1879.
He was born Sep
tember 21, [846, in Fairfield township,
Fail field
o <untj
onnecticut, six miles
from the cit) of )anbury.
te came of good
-Id
colonial
stock and his ancestors for
generations have been law abiding men,
gri unded in honestj and morality.
His father, Benjamin H. Peck, also a native of
Connecticut, was tin- son of a Revolutionary soldier and he himself was a soldier in
war. in the Twenty-third Regiment, Connecticut Volunteer Infantry, lie
married Susan Northrop, who came of an
old Xew England family and -eventually
went west, locating near Rochelle, Ogle
county, Illinois, where he remained until
1879, when he removed with his family to
Ottawa county, Kansas, and located on the
farm now owned by his son, the subject of
this sketch.
There he died at the age of
seventy-three years.
His widow, now seventy-five years old and in full possession of
all her faculties, lives in Concord township,
where she is esteemed for her many noble
qualities and is a devout member of the
Free Methodist church, with which her late
husband was connected until his death. Mr.
Peck was a man of influence and a factor
in the development of the communities in
which he lived. A Whig in early life, he
became a Republican in 1S56, and from
i860 until his death was known as a "dyed
in the wool Abraham Lincoln Republican."
Mr. and Mrs. Peck had three children
C.
C, who is the immediate subject of this
sketch: Sarah E.. who is the wife of G. \V.
Miller, of Concord township: and Mary, the
wife of \Y. P.. Bennett, of Concord town-

1.

He

accompanied his father
and came with him

Illinois,

He was married
1879.
1883. in Concord township,
in

Phoebe

J.

Miller, a

intelligence,

woman

to

Ogle

to KanNovember

to

Miss

of culture and
reared in

who was born and
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New
state

a

York. Her father died in her native
and her mother is also dead. She is

sister of G.

W.

known

Miller, a well

born August

10, 18S4,

cit-

She has

izen of Ottawa county, Kansas.
borne her husband two children:

and Mattie

Guv

11..

E.,

No-

vember 9, 1888.
Mr. Peck has one hundred and sixty
acres of good farm land, adapted to all the
purposes of general farming and including
a good orchard and a fine grove. It is divided into convenient fields of meadow,
grain and pasture land and

is

fenced with

Mr. Peck gives
thre miles of fine hedge.
special attention to a good grade of stock,
and is regarded as a progressive and sucIn politics he is a Prohicessful farmer.
bitionist and he is not without influence in
the councils of his party, and he is a devout
and active member of the Free Methodist

A

church.
is

man

ready at

which

in

his

all

of much public spirit, he
times to advance interests

judgment promise

to benefit

fellow citizens, and he takes especial
pride in the progress and prosperity of his
township and county.
his

ject of this sketch,

was reared to manhood

in the land of his nativity, there receiving

a

At
in the German tongue.
the age of fourteen years he put aside his
text-books and entered upon his business
In
career, choosing the life of a farmer.
18O0 he sailed from Bremen for the United
good education

States,

landing

after a

voyage of seven weeks.

made

his

way

at

Baltimore,

Maryland,

He

to Evansville, Indiana,

then

where

he found employment in a foundry.
In
1863 he responded to the call of his adopted
country, loyally offering his services to the
Union cause as a member of Company I,
Thirty-second Indiana Volunteer Infantry,
in which he remained a loyal soldier until
the close of hostilities.
He participated in
the battles of Missionary Ridge and Re-

was in a number of skirmishes in
Tennessee, and with his regiment was within twenty-four mliles of the battle of Atlanta when they were ordered back, as many
of the men's time had expired.
Mr.
Holscher next went to Chattanooga, Tennessee, where the regiment was equipped
with new guns. At Nashville, Tennessee,
on account of sickness, he was confined in

saca,

ential agriculturist of

"H," for several months, when he
was transferred to a hospital at Washington,
D. C, and was in that city at the time
Lincoln was assassinated.
After the long
and terrible struggle was over Mr. Holscher
was honorably discharged and returned to

tive son of the fatherland, his birth having
occurred in Prussia, Germany, on the 5th
His parents. Herman and
of April, 1839.
Mary Monica) Holscher, were also natives of that country, and the father died
in his native land at the age of fifty-nine
years, but the mother, long surviving him,
passed away in Indiana, at the age of sevThis worthy couple were
enty-five years.

his home with a creditable military record.
In Evansville, Indiana, in 1867, he was
united in marriage to Wilhelmina Springer,
who was born in Prussia, Germany, and
she was only four years old when brought
by her parents to the new world, the family
locating in Indiana. She is a sister of Robert Springer, a resident of Farmer township, Rice county.
Unto this union have
been born seven living children,
Henry;
Anna, wife of Thomas Boss; Lena; Huldah. wife of George Parker, of California;
Robert Emma and Freda. They also lost

hospital

HERMAN HOLSCHER.
Herman

Holscher, a leading and influFarmer township, residing on section 36, owns and operates
two hundred and forty acres of valuable
land, all of which is under a high state of
He is a nacultivation and well improved.

(

the parents of seven children, five of whom
Herman. Elizabeth, Chrisstill
survive,

—

tina.

Reka, and Wilhelm,

who

resides

in

Germany.

Herman

Holscher, the immediate sub-

—

:

;

one child by death. Mr. Holscher remained
a resident of Indiana until 1877, when he
came to the Sunflower state, locating on a
tract of unimproved land in Farmer township.
His first place of abode was a sod
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urteen by sixteen feet, but as time
passed this was replaced by a tasteful and

Henry, Fred, Caroline, Ernest and Mary,
horn in Germany.
With tin- exception

all

winch was erected
at a cost
two thousand dollars, lie has
also erected good barns and outbuildings,
and a beautiful grove and orchard add
much to the beaut} of the place. His fine
farm of two hundred and forty acres is one
of the desirable places
the locality, and
ible
1

1

C,

a handsomte financial return.
Mr. Holscher exercises hi- right of fran-

chise in support of the men and measures
of the Republican party, hut has never

sought "i" desired office, preferring to give
his undivided time and attention to his extensive tanning- interests, in which he has
met with such a high and well merited deHe maintains pleasant regree of success.
lations with his old arm|y comrades of the
blue by his membership in the Grand
Army of the Republic. Both he and his
wife are members of the Methodist Epis-

From the little German home
made his way to the new

C.

H.

WEIHE.

with the leading and representative agriculturists of Farmer township.
Rice county, is C. H. Weihe, whose beauti-

and attractive

place, located on section
of the fertile tracts of this locality.
He was born in a little German
home aenss the sea. having first opened
his eyes to the light of day in the province
of Prussia, on the 17th of February, 1850.
ful

:ie

His

Weihe. was a native
and was there reared
was united in marriage

father. Frederick

of the

same

and educated.
to Elizabeth

place,

He

Oecheman, also a native of the
province of Prussia, Germany, and they became the parents of five' children.— C.

Henry Weihe received
in

his

a

native language,

good eduhaving at-

on his wa\ to Washington count}-. Illinois,
and afterward was employed on a railroad
in eastern Kansas for fifteen months.
His
next location was in Warrensburg, Missouri, where for eighteen months he helped
make the brick used for the State Normal
School there. In Warrenton, that state, he
was a student in the Central Wesleyan College during the season of 187 1-2 and also
during a part of the year 1874-5.
After
leaving that institution he was engaged in

sea he

ssed

the parents

tended school until he was fourtee
of age, ami from that time until hi- seventeenth year he was employed on a dairy
In company with an aunt he then
farrru.
hade ailieu to home and native land, and
from Bremfen sailed for the United States.
After landing in New York he proceeded

i

world and entered upon a career which
seems most marvelous, yet it is not the outcome of propitious circumstances, but the
hi >nest reward of labor, good management,
ambition and energy, without which no man
can win prosperity.

review,

reside in the father-

land.

owner

tie

this
still

the subject

cation

the well tilled fields annually yield to the

copal church.

of

and their children

oi

residence,

<

883

I

business for himself four years, dealing in
sewing machines in Nashville. Washington
county. Illinois, in which industry he met
with a fair degree of prosperity.
Mr.
Weihe remained a resident of the Prairie
state until 1879, tne }' ear °f ms arrival in
Kansas. After coming- to this state he purchased eighty acres of unimproved land in
Farmer township. Rice county, where he

immediately began making a home for himself and
family.
After ten months had
passed he bought an adjoining eighty acres,
and from time to time has added to his place
until it now contains five hundred and sixtyacres.

By

earnest and indefatigable labor

he has placed his land under a high state
of cultivation and has erected thereon a
beautiful residence at a cost of fifteen hundred dollars. One of the attractive features
of the place is his beautiful grove, and a
glance at the neat and thrifty appearance of
the farm will indicate to the passer-by the
supervision of a progressive owner.
In Nashville, Illinois, in 1875, occurred
the marriage of Mr. Weihe and Miss Carrie Iv rf, who was born in St. Louis. Mis-
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souri,

daughter of Fred and

a

Augusta

is now deceased, but the
survives and is a resident of
Bushton, Rice county, Kansas. The union
of Mr. and Mrs. Weihe was blessed with
seven children, but a little son died at the
age of four weeks. Those living are: Bertha, who is a popular clerk in the post-

The

Korf.

mother

father

still

home TheoNormal

office at

Bushton

dore,

student in the Enterprise

a

;

Arthur, at

;

School and Mata. Luther and Walter, all
home.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Weihe are
members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
He is a stanch advocate of Republican principles. and has been the choice of his party
;

at

assessor and treasurer of his
In all these positions he discharged the duties which devolved upon
him with honor to himself and satisfaction
to his constituents, and both his public and
private life are above reproach.
for trustee,

township.

ROBERT SPRINGER.
The list of the leading agriculturists of
Rice county contains the name of Robert
Springer, who is extensively and successfully engaged in farming on section 35,
Farmer township. His record as a soldier
and as a business man has indeed been honorable and has gained for him the confidence and good will of all with whom he
has been brought in contact. He was born
in Prussia, Germany, in 1833, a son of Gottlieb and Anna (Volkman) Springer, natives
also of that province.
In 1849 the family
left their little home across the sea and sailed
for the United States, landing at New Orleans after a voyage of six weeks.
They
went up the Mississippi and Ohio rivers to
Evansville, Indiana, where they remained
until 1870, and in that year located in Wabaunsee county, Kansas.
The father was

called to his final rest at the age of seventytwo years, and the mother survived until

seventy-five years of age, both dying in the
faith of the Methodist Episcopal church, of

which they were active and worthy miembers.
The father was a miller by trade, and

Uowed farming. This worthy couple
were the parents of ten children, of whom
living, namely:
William,
five are now
Charles, Robert, Paulina and Mena Holsch-

also

i'

of this township.
Robert Springer, the subject of this review, was reared on a little German farm,
and was early taught lessons of industry,
He was fourteen
honesty and economy.

er,

years of age when his parents came to the
United States and located at Evansville,
Indiana, and there he continued his labors
on the farm. When the trouble arose between the north and the south his patriotic
spirit was aroused and he valiantly offered
bis services to his adopted country, becoming a member of the First Indiana Battery.
He participated in many of the noted battles of that memorable struggle, including
the battle of Pea Ridge, the siege of Vicksburg and many others on the Mississippi
river and in the vicinity of New Orleans.
He took part in the Red river expedition
with General Banks, and was there wounded.
When the country no longer needed
his services he returned to his home in In-

where he remained until 1870, and
year accompanied his parents on
removal to Wabaunsee county, Kansas.
At that time the Indians were still
numerous in that locality, and everything
was new and wild. People of the present
day can scarcely realize the struggles and
dangers which attended the early settlers,
diana,
in

that

their

the hardships endured, the difficulties over-

come, for, far removed from the privileges
and conveniences of city or town, the strugwas a stern and hard one.
Their first residence was a little log cabin,
fourteen by sixteen feet, but in this primitive dwelling hospitality reigned supreme
and the latch string was always out. In
1 88 1
Mr. Springer came to Rice county,
locating on his present farm of six hundred and forty acres, on which he has erected a fine dwelling, at a cost of fifteen hundred dollars, and there he is engaged in
general farming and stock-raising.
His
fields are under a fine state of cultivation,
and everything about the place indicates
the supervision of a neat and progressive

gle for existence
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He

owner.

als

i

state in

I

lenver,

is-

,:,

Mr. Springer was

united in marriage with Frederika Allinger,
native
f
Germany. She was onl) five
years
f age
when she was brought by her
parents. Henn and Catherine (Shaaf) Ali'
the
United StateSj the family lolinger,
cating in Spencer county, Indiana, where
a

i

,

she was reared to womanhood and received
lier education.
Her parents were also nai
the fatherland, and their emigratives
tion tn the new world occurred in the year
The had a large family of fourteen
(853.
children.
whom ten are now living, as
i

1"

1

who was a soldier in the
resides in West Virginia;
Frederika.
Godfrey,
Catherine,
Fred, Charles. Mena, Ed and Rosa. Christina diejd at the age of thirty years and a
The union
son. Charles, died in infancy.
of .Mr. and Mrs. Springer has been blessed
with ten children, but a son. Clarence, died
Those living are:
in his eighteenth year.
Albert. Louis, Lydia, Ida. Clara. Louisa,
George, Otto and Edna. Louisa is now an
excellent musician, having' studied at Warfollows:

Civil

Lewis,

war and now

Henry.

rington. Missouri, and at Lindsburg,

Kan-

Mr. and Mrs. Springer are members

sas.

of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which

he

1-

serving as class leader.

The

family

have a delightful home in this beautiful and
fertile section, and they are held in highest
esteem throughout the community.

FRANK SHOXYO.
1S74 Mr. Shonyo cast in
with the early settlers of Rice counand thmugh the period which has since
elapsed he has been an important factor in
the pri gress and development of the state,
lie is a native of Vermont, born in Caledonia county. November 12. 1836. and is
a member of a prominent and influential
family of that -tate. noted for longevity,
a number of its members having lived to
the extreme age of one hundred years. His
maternal
grandfather was a native of
In the year

bis lol

ty,

France, and
of

Canada,

ado.
In

Sin nyi
in

the

pi

her

hi

English

the father of

,
1

r\

mi

e

1

1

was born in
Michael
was born

parentage.
1

air subject,

Queb<

1

.

I

anada, but was

He was there married
who was born, reared and ed-

reared in Vermont.
to

Lucy

Hill,

in the Green Mountain state, and
daughter of Dr. Samuel Hill, a promand influential citizen of Vermont.
Hi- wife wa> a Mi>s Norris, and was a
daughter of Captain Norris, a Scotchman
and a prominent sea captain.
Dr.
ill

ucated

was

a

inent

1

1

aided the colonists in their struggle for independence and took part in the battle of
Lexington. Michael Shonyo and wife had
six children, three of whom still survive,
Crank, the subject of this review: Orrmlel,
who resides in Brown county, Kansas, near
White Cloud: and Martin, a resident of
Colorado.
The deceased children are:
Samuel, who died in Canada; Diana
Bachelder. wdio died in Mobile, Alabama;
and Merrill, who served for three years as
a soldier in the Civil war, being a member
of the Third Vermont Volunteer Infantry,
and when last heard frorm he was in Minnesota. The father of this family had three
brothers who served in the war of 181 2.
Michael Shonyo was a carpenter by trade,
and his political support was given the Republican party. His wife was called to the
home beyond at the comparatively earlyage of fifty years, but her husband survived
her many years, passing away at the ripe
old age of ninety-two years.
Frank Shonyo, the immediate subject of
this review, was reared to manhood on a
Vermont farm, and his education was received in the public schools of his neighborhood.
On the 27th of July, 1861. at the
outbreak of the Civil war. he became a
member of the Third Vermont Infantry,
Company B. in which he served for three
years.
He became a member of the Army
of the Potomac and took part in the Wilderness campaign, after which he was on detached service as a member of Battery F,
of the Fifth Regulars, serving therein from
November, 186T, until February. 1864,
when he returned to the Third Vermont.
He was w nmded by a minie ball and spent
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some time

in a hospital, after

which he was
a good

discharged, and with
military record he returned to his

honorably

home

the Catholic church,

in

Vermont. Later Mr. Shonyo removed to
Cerro Gordo county, Iowa, locating at Owen
.p
e, near Mason City, where he still owns
a well improved farm of two hundred and
forty acres. He remained on that place until 1874. when he came to Kansas and secured a claim of one hundred and sixty
As the years have
acres in Rice county.
passed success has rewarded his well directed efforts, and he has added to his orig(

He

has

sides near Beloit, in Mitchell county,

;

acres

:

1

a beautiof six hun-

eightv

Kan-

Burton C, who is engaged in business
with his brother, Wilson D. Martin L., a
grain merchant of Bushton; Shirley B., at
home; and Aaron and Olin, twins, aged
thirteen years, also at home.
The three
w hi have passed away are
Frederick, who
was drowned while attending Manhattan
College, and was then a bright young man

now owns

also

members

its

sas;

ful and highly improved farm
dred and forty acres, one of the best farming pn iperties in central Kansas. His land
is located one mile from Bushton, and there
he is surrounded by all the comforts and
conveniences of life, his long years of toil
having secured to him a handsome com-

petence.

of

:

,

inal purchase until he

many

having served as bishops therein.
The
union of Mr. and Mrs. Shonyo has been
blessed with ten children, namely
Wilson
1).,
proprietor of the Bushton Machine
Shi i'-. of Bushti n, Kansas: Ben F., who re-

of eighteen years Victor H., who died at
the age of seven months; and Melville, who
;

died in infancy. Mrs.

member

Shonyo

is

a leading

of the Methodist Episcopal church,

with the Woman's
Christian Temperance Union, of Frederick,
Kansas. Our subject exercises his right of
franchise in support of the men and measures of the Republican party, and in his
social relations he is a member of the Grand
Army of the Republic, in which he maintains pleasant relations with his old army
comrades. He is a man of sterling worth,
and in his upright and useful life has gained
not only a competence, but has also won that
good name which is rather to be chosen
than great riches.

and

in

Mitchell.

In Cerro Gordo county, Iowa, Mr.
Shonyo was united in marriage to Miss
Alice Wilson, who was born in Lasalle
county, Illinois, but was reared and eduFor a number of years becated in Iowa.
fore her marriage she was a prominent and
successful teacher of Cerro Gordo county.
Her father. Alonzo Wilson, was a prominent
early settler of that county and was engaged

is

and brokerage business. In
855 Alonzo Wilson came with his wife, who
in her maidenhood Catherine Reynolds,
to Cerro Gordo county. Iowa, casting in their

also

identified

in the loan, land
j

was

GEORGE CRAMM.

with the early pioneers of that locality.
the parents of eight children, as
follows:
Mrs. Alice Shonyo; Bruce A., a

lot

They were

One

of the large land-owners of Rice
county is George Cramm, whose possessions aggregate twelve hundred and ninety
acres, constituting a very valuable property.
For Ids success in life Mr. Cramm deserves
great credit, depending entirely upon his

Mason City, Iowa; Emma C,
Buferd B., who resides in Lyons,
Kansas: Nora, now Mrs. Squire, of Cerro

resident of

deceased

:

Gordo county, Iowa

;

John, of

Mason

City,

Mary, now Mrs. Barber, of Maand Gertrude, who became Mrs.
Williams and resides in Washington, D. C.
The father of these children was a Democrat
in his political views, and religiouslv was a
that state
son,

Iowa

own

:

:

member of the Congregational church. In
an early day the Reynolds were a prominent
family in the east and were members of

j

resources, he has realized the value of
energy and perseverance in the industrial
world, and his close application and unremitting diligence have enabled him to advance steadily to a position of affluence.
A native of the Hoosier state, he was
born in Spencer county, Indiana, on the
1 2th
of January, 1845, a son of John
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The father was
of that canity.
Germany, reared and educated
a young man he came to the
States and was here married to

Cramm,
a

native of

When

there.

United

Louisa Smatch, also a native of the fatherwhere her girlhood days were passed.
F01 twi years they resided in Pittsburg,
and then removed to Troy, Perry county,
Juliana.
'The father was a cabinet-maker
but after some years he abandoned
land,

.

and carried on agricultural inSpencer county.
His fife was a
busy and useful uue. and was terminated
in death when he was eighty-one years of
lie voted with the Republican party
age.
and thus supported the principles which he
believed were most conducive to good government,
lie
held
membership in the
Lutheran church and his wife was also
identified with the same denomination. She
passed away at the age of seventy-seven
years.
This worthy couple were the parents
that pursuit
terests

of

five

in

children, three of

whom

are yet liv-

Mollis, a resident of Louisville,

ing:

Ken-

tucky; Mrs. Minnie Drushel, of Spencer
county, Indiana; and George, whose name
begins this review.
The two who have
passed away are Fred, wdto died at the age
of twelve years, and August, who died at
the age of forty-five. He was a veteran of
the Civil war. filled official positions in
Spencer county, and was one of the most
prominent citizens of that portion of In-

887

age of twenty-six year- Mr.
married Miss Sophie Suremann,
a native of Texas bul was reared
in Spencer county, Indiana, a daughter of
Charles Suremann.
Her father died in
Spencer county, but her mother departed
tin- life in the Lone Star state.
After his
marriage Mr. Cramm made his home in the
O'liiit) iif his nativity until 1880. when he
At

the

Cramm

who was

resolved to try his fortune in Kansas and
to Rice county, where he purchased his
farm.
As the years have passed he

came

home

made

has

judicious

progressive age.
After coming

Cramm was
of his wife,
Fred, who

the age of

•

Rice

county

Mr.

Farmer township and who married Clara
Springer; and Emil, who wedded Lydia
Schmidt and

is

also

one of the enterprising
Five children

agriculturists of Rice county.

of the

first

August,

marriage

who

died

at

are
the

now

deceased:

age of eleven

who passed away at the age
George, Edwin and Amelia, who

of four;
died in infancy.

At

to

upon to mourn the loss
died leaving two children:
resides on a good farm in
called

>n the old family homestead in Spencer
county George Cramm was reared, working
in the fields through the summer months,
while in the winter season he pursued his
education in the public schools, gaining a
fair knowledge of the branches of English
learning which prepare one for the practical

duties of a business career.

real

who

years; Minnie,

twenty-cue he left the farm and engaged in
the manufacture of lumber, having a portable sawmill.
At the end of eighteen
months he found himself three thousand
dollars in debt, but he persevered and soon
the tide turned and prosperity attended his
ef>'< it-.
He purchased and sold large tracts
f
lumber in the south and carried on a
11- lumber business for some time.

in

is

diana.
<

investments

new the owner of very valuembracing twelve hundred and
ninety acres of farming lands, on which are
residence
good
and substantial barns,
groves, orchards, windmills and all modern
improvements. His farms are well divided
into fields for cultivation, into pastures and
feed lots, and everything is in keeping with
the advanced agricultural methods of this
and

estate

able realty,

Fur his second wife Mr.
chose Miss Maggie Kiefer who was
Switzerland but was reared and educated in Perry county, Indiana.
She died
in Rice county at the age of forty-five and
many friends mourned her loss. In 1895
Mr. Cramm was again married, his present
wife having been Miss Minnie Frey, who was
also a native of Switzerland, but spent her
girlhood days in St. Louis, Missouri, and

Cramm

born

in

in

Indiana.

nnection with his other interests Mr.
a stockholder and director in the
Bushton State Bank.
His political adherency to the Republican party indicates his
In

ci

Cramm

belief

is

concerning the governmental policy,
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while his membership in the Methodist
church is evidence of his religious faith. His
wife is also a member of the same church and
he is serving as one of its trustees. Intelligent and progressive, straightforward in
business, frank and genial in manner, the personal characteristics of

George

Cramm

are

such as to win for him the confidence and
respect of his fellow men and to-day he is
classed among those citizens whose labors
have proven of value and benefit. His life
record contains many lessons which might
be profitably followed by those who are dependent upon their own resources for business advancement and success.

ing land, farming and trading in pelts and
Eventually he started a freightage
wool.
and express business, owning several teams

and wagons which he employed in the transportation of merchandise to distant points
in Ohio and beyond its borders, sometimes
into Canada. Mr. Starr being a tinner, making a specialty of taking out tinware and
exchanging for hides and furs, and marketing the same where it would be most profitable to him.
In 1846 he removed to Richland county, Illinois, and shortly took up
eighty acres of land on a soldier's claim on
account of his service in the war of 1812,
moving on it soon after the death of his

higher standing with his fellow citizens than
William H. Starr, farmer and stockman,

companion. On that tract he lived until his
death, which occurred June 4. 1854, when
he was sixty-eight years old. His son possesses a land warrant which once belonged
to his father, and which is an abject of
much historic interest. Mr. Starr got his
land under improvement as quickly as possible, and soon bought the old stage tavern
at Watertown, the seat of justice of Rich-

whose homestead of two hundred acres is
and 17, and whose post office

to Olney,

WILLIAM

H.

STARR.

Of the leading men of Eagle township.
Kingman count}". Kansas, there is none in

in Sections 16

address

is

Belmont.

Mr. Starr, who formerly was
was born in Bellefontaine,

chant,

a

mer-

Logan

land county, until the courts were removed
and carried on the hotel business
there seven years.
He filled the office of

many years, held
other public offices and was in every way a
of prominence in the town. Until 1852
justice of the peace for

Ohio, August 8. 1839, a son °f
James and Sarah (Barber) Starr. His father and mother were natives of Virginia.

man

He was

the organization of the Republican party, was one of the original Republicans in his locality and voted for Gen-

county,

brought in his youth to Guernsey
county, Ohio, where his parents were pioneers.
The country was heavily timbered
and was infested by about every kind of
wild animal native to the old forests of the
central west, and James Starr and his brothers killed no fewer than sixty bears in the
vicinity of their primitive

woods!

The grandfather

this sketch served his

home

in the

Ohio

of the subject of

country as a soldier
in the Revolutionary war, and James Starr
risked his life in defense of the starry banner in the war of 181 2-14, as a member of
the volunteer company of Captain Kirkwood
of the Ohio Volunteers.
James Starr grew to manhood in Ohio.
attending such public schools as were taught
in log school houses near his home, clear-

he was an old-school Democrat, but he be-

came

interested in the

sulted

movement which

re-

in

Fremont for the presidency in 1856.
In his youth he was trained in the faith of
the Methodist Episcopal church, in which six:
of his brothers became ministers.
He was
one of the pillars of the local organization
of his church, and served it as a class-leader
and in other official capacities. His brotheral

ers

were especially active as evangelist-, and

some of them did notable work years ago
in Oregon when that was little more than a
mission

field

of the church.

Mr. Starr was twice married. His first
wife, who was Margaret McWilliams, bore
him children who will be named here in the
order of their birth: George was a soldier

MR.

AND

MRS. W. H. STARR.
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in

United States army

the

He went

war.

there in

I

1

1

married
Olney, [llinois,
.1

<

1

John

I'.

><

I

and

Richland county,
second wife Mr. Starr
>hn X., who went from

his

[1

Tike's

Illinois, to

remained there

until

Teak

1859, and

in

when he came

[881,

Kingman

Kansas,
lie died that year; Louis, who died
childhood; and William IT. who is the
far

as

county,

where

immediate subjeel of this sketch.
William 11. Starr was reared
the hard
but useful iabor
the farm, and secured
such an educatii n as was available to him in
public schools, which he attended in the intervals of work.
In 1859. when he was
twenty years old, he went with his brother
John and others, in a party aggregating sevt

1

enty souls,

1

t

overland

to

Teak.

Tike's

The

d-seekers were hauled
odly train of oxen.
After mining
>specting there during one season he

Kansas
was employed a
E

City,

Early

President Lincoln's
put

di

ice

in

wn
-.

where he

ck for Amfreighter of that

known

sti

1860 he returned to

in

the spring of

in

Missouri,

part of the time in a mill,

the time at feeding-

ives, a we!!

day.

1861,

first

call

in

Illinois,

response to

for troops to

the insurrection in the slave-holdhe enlisted for ninety days' serv-

Company D. Eighth Regiment.

Illi-

Volunteer Infantry, which was comnel R. J. Oglesby. afterernor of Illinois: and at the expiration
lii- term of enlistment, he re-enlisted in the same company and regiment for
three years' service, and
r eighteen months
r-bearer of the regiment.
He was
Donelson, Shiloh, the siege
of Corinth, at Tort Gibson, Raymond, Jackson, Champion Hills, and Vicksburg, and
was present when the last-named rebel
strongln hi fell, after a remarkable siege on
the part of General Grant. During the siege
nois

[1

1

in

si

command

Army
many

'.1'

f

fi

•

(

ienera]

the Third

>h ision

Se\

-

1

of the

were thus referred
f

Eighth

to in a special de-

the regiment by Gov-

Yates, the elder:

lick

I

Corps, with which he particiengagements of mi

Fhe gallanl
[llinois

living in

is
T.\

and

Vicl

son's

livered to

ildn

in

of

enteenth
pated mi

<

Margaret married

[864.

in

'

Illinois,

Olney.

Mexican

the

in

Iregon in [859 and died
N'ancy married John NT evin
Matilda
>\\ ns in
>hi<
and died at
rge
to

[899.

"The Eighth

fought more battles and had more
fewer men died from
disease, and fewer desertions made than any
other Illinois regiment."
Mr. Starr received wounds at Fort Donelson, at Shiloh
and at Vicksburg. At Vicksburg he was
disabled by a fragment of a shell, and
though obliged to walk on crutches, he
would not leave the held, and resumed his
Illinois

men

killed in battle,

active duties at the earliest possible moment
and at Shiloh, b\ the concussion of a shell

the hearing of one of his ears was destroyed.

He was

mustered

out of the service at
Illinois1 a- color-bearer of his
regiment, August S. [864, after three years'
and four months' continued service.
After the war Mr. Starr farmed in Illinois until 186S. when, in company with did
Captain L. M. Startsman, he bought a chair
factory at Olney and manufactured furniture until early in 1869.
In the spring of
that year he went a second time to Colorado
and located government land in Jefferson
county, on the headwaters of Coal creek,
Springfield,

,

where he engaged in farming- and operated
a sawmill which was on his claim.
There
he remained until 1873. when he went to
Blackhawk. Gilpin county, and bought the
water plant of that town and improved it
am! served in city council two years in
Blackhawk, Colorado. Disposing of all his
interests in Colorado he came, in 1880, to

Kingman

county.

Kansas,

bringing

his

horses and household goods from Je
county, Colorado, on a car which he chartered in Denver.
He filed a claim on the
southeast quartet
7. Eagle town1

and erected upon it a twelve-by-sixhouse, and began the work of improving his land and putting it under cultivation,
lie carried on farming and stock'til
1887. when, in company with
ship,

•
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eldest si n. Ji 1m X. Starr, under the
firm name of Starr & Son, he engaged in
Within seven
merchandising at Belmont.
years he had done a business of seventy
thousand dollars, selling general merchandise in great variety and handling grain and
coal, and had bought the two-sfc
building at Belmont, now occupied by Plush
& Son. In [897 his sons, who had acquired
his

land in Oklahoma,
of Starr & Son t"
tory and sold

it

:•

k the stock

Dayton,

in

that

terri-

zen who enjoys the respect of his fellow citizens and who. in a legitimate way. is deited the public interest.
Si ptember 22, [864, in Richland county.
\

1

Mary F. Shepherd,
Warren county, Indiana, horn
February 1. [846, a daughter of Henry L.
and Catherine (Perry) Shepherd.
Her
mother was a daughter of Xathan and [anrry, and she was horn March 17.
iSjj. in Litt'e York, Miami county, Ohio,
[llinois,

of

I

and died August

out.

Since disposing of his mercantile interests Mr. Starr ha- devi ted himself
ing and stock-raising with his younger sons,
I

William J. and Burt E., cultivate
two hundred acre- and keeping an average
;

herd of about sixty
three hunsides the land mi
dred and twenty acres in Si
ton township, which has a natural water
supplv. is well fenced and is otherwise adapThey
ted to the purposes of pasturage.
have given special attention to
bred Hereford cattle, and have
stock

le.

1

1

rses

hi

are

horses

seven-

and mules, and some of their
In
good roadsters.
1897 he

erected his story-and-a-half nine-room resi-

one of the most comfortable
in its vicinity, and in [901 he built a fine
barn occupying a ground space of thirtyAll in all his farm
four by fortv feet.
is one of the richest and best improved in
the township or county.
Air. Starr affiliates with the People's
party. >f which, he was one of the organizers
in Kingman county, though formerly he
was a Republican; and he has l>een a delegate to conventions and otherwise active in
Me has been clerk and truspolitical work.
tee of his township, and for eight years was
a member of the school board, representing
district 38. which he helped to organize, and
also served as postmaster for Belmont for
dence, which

is

1

a like period.

Mr. Starr

is

a charter

mem-

Harrison post, No. 24. G. A.
J.
R., in' which he is a past commander, and
is a member of the Bankers' union of NeHe is a useful and influential citibraska.
ber of T.

1897, at Olney,
in
Berkelej

[llinois.

i

\ irginia,

1

,

1

i

I

1

<

Civil

war.

February.

In this war. in

[862,

Company A.

service in

|

They nun

17.

February 4, 1812. and moved
with hi- parent-. George M. and Elenor
Redburni) Shepherd, when hut a youth to
Ohio, and lived there until after his ntarhen, \\ hli his wife and three little
to Warren count}', [ndi ma,
/ed
and engaged in farming. In 1853 he
and purchased
>,
>lney, and resided there til! the
ear

West

I

teen

he married Miss

he

en-

Sixty-third

Volunteer Infantry Regiment, and
served until September 19. 1863, when he
[llinois

his

life

1

<n

the altar of his

and was buried at .Memphis. Tennessee.
His widow, being now left with six minor
children, realized the double responsibility
try

the

ler and felt that the managefarm would he a hard struggle.
rented the farm and pur-

She, therefore,

in Olney. and resided there
during the remainder of her life. Her children were:
William P.. who was horn

chased property

Ala\ 26, [839, enlisted in Company I, Sixtythird [llinois Volunteer Infantry, in the Civil

war. and i- now living in Olney. Illinois;
Thomas G., horn August 20. 1841. enlisted
in Company A, same regiment, and died in
the service of his country June 29, 1862. of
John H.. born July 23, 1843, ' s nv ~

ing in Olney; Mary F., born February 1,
184(1. i- now Mrs. William H. Starr, and
Hying at Belmont. Kansas: Peter N., born
February 22. 1X48. died September 9, 1858;
George M., born October 27, 1852, was
killed by lightning in Olney, Illinois, An-
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Rebecca E., born April 3,
in Denver, Colorado, in
[873, John X. Starr, a brother of W. II.
Starr, and died in Kingman county, Kan-

gust

[877;

13,

[854, married

sas,

first

November, 1SS1. and

in

in

the

fall

of

[882 she married George Rippen, who died
in [888, in Colorado; and she finally died in
Missi mi. in [892
Elmore D.,
born April 17. 1856, died in infancy; Catharine Y.. born July 17. [857, died September
20, 1865 and Hannah E., born February 28,
1861, i- now Mr-. George W. Cunningham,
:

iam

[879, "ii the farm
unmarried: and Burt
1... also -ingle, was born November 6,
1885,
al
Belmont, Kansas.
Mr-. Starr has been a member of the
Methodist Episcopal church for forty years
and has long been prominently connected
with religious work, notablj a- the superinthe Evergreen Sunday-school in
tendent
in

August

ge.

Washington

from

at

Val-

ceremony being er
formed by Rev. Hugh Vance, and he died
Mr. Starr has now in
January 7. 1N13.
liar and a sixtyict of eongress on SepJanuary 14. 1779. rely, and received by his grandfather
for

his

services

rendered

g the Revolutionary war.
Mrs. Starr, who was born in 1846, has
borne her husband eight children, of whom
.md a daughter are living, and one
son and a daughter are deceased, namely
-

:

.

b

September

ni

[865, in 01-

__-.

ney. Richland county, Illinois, married Belle

and

homa
but

is

Kay

living in

county.

(

>kl a-

he has been in a mereantile business

now

engaged

farming;
September
1867, married Nellie Vance, and is now
is

lame30,

;

principally

in

H., born also in OIney.

residing in

Kay

Oklahoma;

county.

Tell P..

born in OIney, August <>. 1869, married
Florence Wood, and is now a photographer

Kansas all these three are
pleasantly located with their families: Sarah C, born June 2(<. 1871. on a farm in
Jefferson county, Colorado, died at the age
of three years; Corry I)., a son, horn June
at Hutchinson',

14.

is

1"

1

year as
district

east

\\
entered upon her
thy president of fche south-

nf

Kingman county Sunnow having under

the

Association,

immediate supervision nine Sunday-schools.
Fur a long period she has also been a classleader of the Clearwater class of the MethEpiscopal church.

dist

1

1

I

•ensation

August

H'n

17S1. he married

14.

Merrill, the

:ie

li.

day-school

the time of the R<

ary war. and was with

J.,

Jefferson county,

fifth

:

and living in Leavenworth, Kans
Richard Shepherd, the father of
M. Shepherd, came to this country

891

:

1873, on tne same farm, died at the age
of six months; Lillie F.. born April 24.
1876, at Blaekhawk. Gilpin county, Colorado, and is now Mrs. Lewis M. Reed Will28,

;

O. A.

ROSS.

One

of the finest farms in Victoria town>.
Rice county, is the property of
A.
For fourteen years he has been a
prominent factor in the business interests of
ship.

Ri

(

--.

Rice county and has borne his part

in

its

work of improvement and upbuilding. He
was born in Fayette county, Pennsylvania.
July 30, 1834, and is a son of Moses A.
Ross, a native also of Fayette county. His
father, Robert Ross, was a member of an
old and prominent Highland Scotch family,
the owners of Ross Castle.
After coming to
the United States Robert Ross served with
distinction in the war of the Revolution, loyally aiding the colonists in their struggle
for independence.
He was a captain in
General Wayne's Legion in the fight with
the Indians, and was one of the forlorn h pe
of twenty men in the capture of Stony Point,
His death occurred in
July 15. 1779.
Pennsylvania.
One uncle of our subject,
Robert Ross, was a soldier in the war of

He

1812.

and was

served under General

killed at the battle of

Louisiana.

The

father

of

Jackson
Baton R uge,
our subject,

Moses Ross, married Isabella Gillmore, a native
Canada and a daughter of Hugh and
1

a

E

Mr-.

1

Coulter

)

Gilmore, also natives of
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Canada and of Scotch-Irish de-cent. Mr.
and Mrs. Ross became the parents of eleven
children, namely: Alexis, Hugh G.. Robert,
Moses, James, Lorenzo, Oliver A., Jane,
The Ross
Clementina and Clara.
family removed to Iowa in 1853. locating
in Allamakee county, where the father followed the occupation of farming. His death
at the age of seventy-four years,
honored and respected by all who knew him
and his wife departed this life at the age of

occurred

His wife was called to the home
in Allamakee county, Iowa, in 1883,
age of seventy-one years. They were

church.

beyond
at the

the

parents of

five

children:

Julius,

who

went overland to California, where he became a man of prominence, at one time
serving as mayor of Petaluma.- but he is
now deceased; Augustus, a resident of Omaha, Nebraska; Mrs. Ross; Charles, of Allamakee county, Iowa; Mrs. Augusta Ross,
a

The union

re-idem pf Geneseo, Kansas.

sixty-eight years.

of our subject has been blessed with three

O. A. Ross, the subject of this review,
spent the first eighteen years of his life on
a Pennsylvania farm and acquired his eduHe then accation in the common schools.
companied his parents on their removal to
Iowa.
During the war of the Rebellion his
patriotic spirit was aroused, and at the call
of President Lincoln for seventy-five thousand more men he enlisted for service in the
Twenty-seventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry, in
which he served with distinction until honorably discharged on account of disability.
After his army experience was ended he returned to the quiet pursuits of the farm.
In
1887 he bought a home in the Sunflower
state, purchasing a farm in Victoria town-

children,

Rice county, where he now has a pleashome and is surrounded with all of the
comforts and many of the luxuries of life.
He has always lived in Geneseo. His place
comprises two hundred and eighty acres and
is situated on section 11, near the town of
The fields are under a high
Genesc
state of cultivation and a glance at the well
improved place will indicate to the passerby
the careful supervision of a progressive
owner.
In 1864 Mr. Ross was united in marriage
with Louisa M. Blum, who was born in
Prussia, Germany, near the river Rhine. November [9, 1845, a daughter of Franz Henry
and Anna G. Essers Blum. The father was
born, reared and educated in Prussia, but on
account of political trouble was obliged to
flee from the country and accordingly came
to the United States, taking up his abode
in Toledo, Ohio.
He was a painter by occupation and was a member of the Lutheran
ship.

ant

—Harry,

who married Anna Rey-

n< Ids and is engaged in the transfer business
at Hutchinson. Kansas: and Gillmore, who
married Addie Tyson and is engaged in the
the transfer business in Geneseo, Kansas.
They have one son, Albert Frank, and the
daughter of the family, Emily G., died in
her twentieth year.
Mr. Ross has erected
a good residence in the town of Gentastefully furnished and
eseo, which
is
where hospitality reigns supreme. He owns
forty acres adjoining the town n the west,
1

known

as Hill's addition.

lations he

is

a

member

In his social

re-

Grand Army
he is a Repub-

of the

of the Republic.
In politics
lican, but has neither time nor inclination to
seek office.
His energies are largely devoted to hi- business interests, and he is a man
of excellent business and executive ability,

who

carries forward to successful completion
whatever he undertakes.

.

(

)

\V.

B.

ROBBINS.

W. B. Robbins, proprietor of the Robbins
is the pioneer grain merchant of
Rice count}.
He bought and shipped the
first carload of grain out of Buslm n. Kansas, and since 1897. the year of his arrival
in the Sunflower state, he has nobly' borne
Elevators,

his part in the

work

of

improvement and up-

building in this section of the state.

He

in Wayne county, Illinois, on the
9th of December, 1861, and is a son of Ephraim Robbins, a well known early settler of
The latter was born in Ohio,
Rice countv.

was born

RAPHICAL
there married to

-

Cli

[eta

I

i

In 1871 they came
Pennsylvania.
teams and wagi ns to Kansas, bring
ing with them a numb
and hogs,

native

II

',

IS! oh')\

thias

fraternities

f

i

(

Odd

trderof
In

and alsi of tin
and the
Independent.
1

Fellows.

1890 Mr. Robbins was united
.

They remained

county.

there

in 187 [ continued the journey to
Rice county, where the) made their home
!

1896,

until

when

the

-

After their arrival
the

fatl

county

this

md
land,

and as time passed he

pn perty

to his

in

1

his landed p

until

1

sixty

ance-, and are universally

sessions

many g
They

1

arc

munity and
helpful one.

l<

qualities

influential

and four daughters

-

1

.

tO

in

mar-

M

(

Sarah Buckley, Mrs. lai
Mrs. Addie Buckles, Mrs. Mollie S. Warner, William
I'...
Charles, Leonard, Lee.
Jesse and Frank.
W. B. Robbins, the subject f this review, accompanied his
their overland trip to Rice o unty, Kansas, in 1871,
and since that time he has been a prominent

— Mrs.

•

;

•

adldied

consisted of four hundred and eighty acres..
Mr. and Mrs. Robbins were the parents of
ten childi

,\

.

n, reared and educated
in
Their home has been
that county.
brightened by the presence of three children.
-Fred, Lloyd and
rladys, and thi
circle yet remains unbroken by the hand of
death.
Mr. and Mrs. Robbins ha
inly enlarging circle of acquaint-

three

for

I

their

H. L.

admired

for their

of mind arid heart.
members of the com-

influence

is

a

good and

GREEN.

1

factor in the business
tion

of the

state.

interest- in

In

[887

this

sec-

embarked

he

in the gi
-.

which

with the

1

-..in.

of ten

are

equipped

well

ed machinery for the

They have

:'
!

capacity
nineteen thoua

sand bushels can be handled daily.

During
amounted to three
Band dollars, and in addition
?rain trade Mr. Robbins is also inear the business

;

terested in the stock business, dealing in cat-

and hogs. He is one of the leading business men in this locality, and his eff. rts
have contributed' not alone to his individual
success but have been of material benefit to
the locality in which he has resided.
Hetle

entered upon his business career when sixteen years of age. and since that time he has
stly

and indefatigably for the

H. L. Green, who is numbered among
the leading fanners of Rice county, is descended from an honored pioneer family of
the Sunflower state, who have ably borne
their part in reclaiming the wild land for
purposes of civilization and nobly performed their part in the upbuilding and development of this section of the state. He
it
in Gentry county, Missouri, October 29. 1809. and was reared to the honest toil of farming and stock-raising, receiving his education in the common
*f this state.
[e is a son of II. L. and Mary
A. (Stanley) Green, natives respecti
Indiana and Ohio, and their marriage was
celebrated in the former state.
The paternal grandfather, John Green, was a native
of Kentucky, but became a pioneer settler
of Indiana, where he followed farming as
a life occupation, and there his death occurred.
His children were William. Wyatt,
f
H. L., Katie, who became the wife
J.
Studa; and Juda, who became Mrs. Elliott.
H. L. Green, the father
subject,
>ur
I

1

1

1"

1

best inter

He

,

exercises his right of franchise

of the

men and measures

party,

and

in

ranks.

a

its

member

is

nd

state.

it

of the Republican

an active and

efficient

In his social relations he is
of the Masonic and Knights of

was reared in the state of his nativity, where
he was also married, remaining- tin
after the birth of his eldest

removed

-

Missouri, locating in Gentry
county, where he improved his farm, and
there his fiv? children were born.
During
to
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his

residence there the

Civil

war was

in-

augurated and he loyally defended the stars

and

stripes as a

member

of the State Militia.

He was engaged in guard duty and in scouting after bushwhackers and guerrillas.
In
1872 he si Id his prooerty in [Missouri and
came to Kansas, casting his lot with the
pioneer settlers of Rice county, locating a
homestead on Cow creek.
He improved
this place,

and there

his

widow now

with her son, H. J.. Green, Jr.
of his time to the raising
raising horses princioally, and he

resides

He gave

much

lowed the carpenter'- trade to some extent,
thus materially aiding in the upbuilding of
mity.
The family suffered
many hardships and difficulties during the
epoch,
pioneer
hut the) bore all with fortitude, and assisted nobly in the work of developing new land.
Mr. ireen was an active worker in the ranks of the Republican
party, and, although never an aspirant for
office, he tilled many minor town-hip offices,
including thi se
f
trustee and assessor
E
Lincoln town-hip. In 1SS4 he went to California, where he followed the carpenter's
trade, and his death occurred in a
at Fresno, that state, while underoperation.
His life had been characterized
by energy, perseverance and hard work, and
he commanded the respect and confidence of
all with whom he came in c
His widow survived him until
22. 1901. making her home at the olJ family
residence on Cow creek.
She was
Ohio, in 1834, a daughter of Charles and
Stanley, the former
and Martha Howlett
a native of England and the latter of Virginia.
Their marriage was celebrated in the
Old Dominion, and later they removed to
Ohio, and in pioneer days took up their
abode in Indiana, where the father died.
He followed the profession of school teaching as a means of livelihood, and was a
(

1

children, namely:
John, a retired farmer
of Lyons; W'yatt, a resident of Hutchinson,

Kansas; James, of Nebraska; George, who
died in California; II. L. our subject; and
The mother of
Ida. the wife of M. James.
these children holds membership relations
church,
and
in her every
with the Methodist
day life exemplifies her Christian belief.
;

11. L. Green, the immediate subject of
review, was only two years of age when
was brought by his parents
'Id homele
le has never livi
stead, and since his father's death has kindfor hi- mother in her declining
ly cared

this
lie

t<

1

1

I

broad-minded and intelligent gentleman.
They were the parents of six children, as
follows: James, Andrew. Thomas. Charles.
Leander. and Mary A.
The latter, the
mother of our subject, was only three years
of age at the time of the father's death, and
her mother afterward married William

1

1

I

In addition to the raising of the
years.
cereal- best adapted to this soil and climate

he

engaged in the rai
general mercantile business in Chase.
purchased the stock of II. \V.

also

i-

and

in

1

•

|

Beverlin. who was a farmer and by whom
she had two children. George and Frank.
Mr. and Mr-. Stanley were consistent and
worthy members of the Methodist church.
Unto Mr. ami Mrs. Green were horn six

Hedges, and he has met with a well merited
degree of success in all brandies of his busiHe is recognized as an enterprising
ness.
and prominent citizen and he commands the
confidence and respect of all who know him,
being only limited by
the

of

circle

his

acquaintances.

lie

litis

ever taken an active interest in the affairs
of the Republican party and keeps well informed on the issues and questions of the
•hat he is able to support his position by intelligent

argument.

He

1

number of

positions of pubaddition to many minor
offices he has served on the township hoard
for a number of years and is now filling his
horn red with a
lic

and

trust,

in

third term as township trustee and

;

February 2j. 1902. he was appointed pi stmaster at Chase, taking possession March iS
following.

In his social relations he is a member of
the Knights of Pythias fraternity. Atlhough

young man, he has achieved a success of
which he has every reason to be proud, and
a

those
dict

who
for

future.

are familiar with his career prestill greater
success in the

him
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January

irn

he

1902,
Edith

1.

with
1"

was

Rintoul,
iavid

I

ieorge !".. n h
hood;
homestead in Ohi<
and

111

<

oi

Jersey count)

in

895

.

[llinois,

in

and Martha

].

Rintoul.

VV.

ry

home within the borders of Barl
and now resides upon a large stock farm
twenty-six hundred acre-, his home beMedicine

lie

is

entensivel)

Lodj

I

.

eng;

'In".

where

p,

-

farm-

1

was born

lie

raising,
intj

November

in

German parentage

At the age
of twenty years he engaged in teaching and
he also followed merchandising for a numears, both in
>hio and Michigan,
being for seven years a representative of
hi, Michigan.
untv, Kansas,
sealing near Kiowa, where lie engaged in
(

i

Potes,

fice

in the

m
tion

of his natr
a
ts.

itry.

and

When

•

f

n

l-

German and

their

sun

of field and

farming and

I

of

>rs

1

[836, a

30,

a native of
son of D
vania. and a grandson of Christian

who was born

1

summer months.

the

I

his

of

of this re-

and honesty,
as he aided in the lab

year.- J.

..

(

POTES.

VV.

For twenty

W

J.

ihio, the subject
Fulton county,
E
tinreview was reared and the public
schools afforded him his educational privileges, while on the h rnie farm he learned

In

J.

W".

year- old they removed with their
family to Fulton county, Ohio, settling in
the midst of the forest, where tin

st< ck-raising
until elected to
w hen lie dispi sed of his

order

to

to hi- official

give hi- entire atten-

He was

duties.

elected

county treasure; by a majority of three hundred and seventy votes and a- the guardian
of the public exchequer dischari
duties so faithfullv and a nscientiously that
lie was re-elected, sen ing f r a second term.

He was

m fice he reim ed to Uva,
hoping to benefit his wife's
health by a change of climate.
return he and L. D. Elliott purchased a

after retiring fn

•

-

Oklahoma,
farm in the m
:ted an ashery, engagwhere h(
He was
e manufacture of potash.
determined, dilieent and persevering and
competence
and
'.Mine
gained a comfortable
for his familv.

Tn addition to his other in.

tial

men

of his community.

and was

He was

a

kind

-derate husband and father and to
he wa- comrade ami friend as well.
membership in the Christian church,
in which he held the office of deao
was in harmony with his professii ns.
le died in Fulton county,
e of sixty-three years, and his wife.
long surviving him. passed away at the age
of eighty years, leaving behind her the memThis
a beautiful and noble life.
worthy couple were the oarents of five chilElizabeth, a resident of Dundee.
dred:
A., who died in
S: rah
!

1

I

|

i

they

of land, leased

1

ther

ti

now have

in all twenty-six hundred
which comprises one of the bi
in Barber county.
Mr. Potes ha- been twice married. In
1859 he wedded Anna E. Swick, v
born in Xew York, a daughter of Josiah and
Rebecca (Relan) Swick.
They had three
children: Alvernon D., of Anders*
ty. Kansas: Halsie
who
is living in the
J.,
same county; and Iness, the wife of L. D.
Elliott, who is living on the home ranch.
In 1874 our subject was called upon to

acres,

ranches

mourn

the loss of his wife, who died at
the age of thirty-two years.
She was a
rthy woman, a devoted wife and
mother, a kind neighbor and a consistent
member of the Christian church. For his
second wife Mr. Potes chose Miss Martha

M.

Elliott, a

daughter of Dr. Charles

Elliott,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
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She died June 26, 1900. and her loss was
deeply mourned, for she had many friends

ter

community.
Fraternally Mr. Potes
connected with the Masonic lodge and
with the Independent >rder of Odd Fellows.
lie belongs to the Christian church and
manifests a deep and abiding interest in
church, temperance ami educational work'

Blocher,

in

the

is

1

and in fact in all enterprises and movements which have for their object the benefit
In business he has
of the community.
demonstrated the force of determination and
and through
in
conquering
obstacles
energy
his

<>wn

efforts

upward

steadily

the farmer-

1

f

has worked his way
he is numbered among
affluence in Barber county.
he

until

1

dent

the

if

1

who

ty,

Baptist church, and a resi>n
county, Illinois Addie

these
their

and the father

Dakota;

home

his

of

making

;

North

of

makes

parents
ing,

German

St< phensi

if

in

and George,

The

Illinois.

are

children

liv-

still

home in Stephenson coun
has now reached the sixty-

seventh milestone on the journey of life.
Republican in his political views,
too, 1- a worker in the cause of the
Master, being a minister in the German
Baptist church.
Rev. S. E. Delp was early trained to habdustry, working during the summer

and autumn and attending- school

winter,

in

As he was

lining his education!

studious, a- well as observant, he acquired
a

REV.

E.

S.

DELP.

•

1

:

in

many

ding

charity,

that

to the better

way. while at the same time he has
himself a financier of no small ability, and
is m: w reo gmzed ame >i the leading- agriculturists of Kingman county.
Such a man is the Rev. S. E. Delp, who
1

1

was born near Freeport. in Stephenson
county, Illinois, in i860. His father. Jacob
Delp, was a son of John and Fannie Delp.
of

German

descent.

Jacob was born

through reading and
otacl
In 1886 he left the home
outh and came by rail to Kansas,
in Kingman county, where he now
owns two hundred and forty acres of excellent land, all of which K under a fine state
of cultivation, and the place is improved
with modern and substantial buildings. The
place is conveniently located a mile and
MMarter- from the town of New Mur1

It is with pleasure that we are able to
present to our readers a sketch of the life
of one whi mi the community may well be
illed his daily life with
pr iud one « ho

brother!-

fund of information that was the founoader education, which has

in

Lan-

was reared
in Ohio and when young he was left an
orphan.
He was reared among strangers,
and his youth was spent on a farm in the
Buckeye state, where, in addition to the
caster county, Pennsylvania, but

tilling of the soil, lie alsi
f> llowed
the cartrade.
Fi r a a mpanion on the
journey of life he chose Miss Nancy Frv. a
daughter of George Fry. of Pennsylvania,
of
and
Pennsylvania
Dutch
descent.
Unto this union were born six chil-

1

doch, and there he is extensively engaged
fanning ami dairying. For many yeai

in

has been a licensed minister in the German
Baptist church, and is verv active in the
work of the Master. He is also the efficient
superintendent of the Union Sunday-school.
As will lie expected of such a man he is true

men. is loyal
and uses his

in all his relations to his fellow-

to

duties

his

of citizenship,

franchise in favor of all noble principle-. lis
political preference is given the Republican
I

party.

Rev.

was

Delp

married

in

Stephentwenty-

penter's

son county, Illinois, at the age

dren,

two years, to Emma Fox. who was there
born and reared. Her parents. Samuel and
Mary Sprogle) Fox. were native of the
Key-tone state, and were of English descent.
Both are now deceased, the mother

five

of

whom

still

survive,

as

Phcebe Keltner. who resides
on the old family homestead; Sylvanus E..
the subject of this review; Charles, a minisfollows

:

of.

1

passing-

away

in

the faith of the

which

siie

was

Carroll county. Illinois, in
Baptist church, of

German
a

worthy

ami

consistent

REV.

S.

E.

DELP.
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teen children, nine of whom still survive:
Cyrus, John, Lizzie, Mary, Joe, Emma, David, Nelh and
subject and wife has been blessed with six

children:

Edith,

Addie and

Lester.

the year-

and

a

man

een a successful agriculturist
of influence in his community.
.

er been

and temporal

spiritual

lie went to

Kansas

August,

in

[875, and bought a quarter

mesteader, on which thirty ai
been broken and a twelve by fourte
I

a hi

Howard

Mr. Delp is one of the
tin
lity, and
residence in the Sunflower

his

[

i

Bertha,

of farming,

1

upward, both
and du

1

tn

[876 he

built

ther

an addition to tb
em< nts.
le \\ a- married
year ti

impr

February

\

1

:

Schmutz,

I

utz,

1

who

'

in

a

sense,

whole

life he has so deported himself that
man of business and as a
Christian gentleman, no mar. has a cleaner
record or is more highly respected than he.

as a citizen, as a

DANIEL LANGENWALTER.

le

of

family from

with his

Germany

to

:

Clair county,

Saint

Illinois,

m

[870, and rerm ved thence to Pope county.
Missi uri, in [871.
November 1874, Miss
I

Schmutz and

her

1

brother

Christian

G.

Schmutz. emigrated to Harvey county.
Kansas, where she met her future husband.
Daniel and Christina (Schmutz) Langenwalter have had thirteen children, ten of
whom are living Jao b 11.. b irn
12. 1877. and is
eacher in Lakin
town-hip:
Daniel B., born Febru
1878, and is a member of his parent
:

genwalter, farmer and stock
J. akin township, his
Ian ey county.

Ction 14.

I

of an old family of
and was b rn in S
!

:

1

county,

rraine,

May

1852.
Langenwalter, the father

Illinois,

5,

-ketch, was also born in Aland came to tl
in 1844. when he was
Elizabeth Baer from Rheinpfaltz,
was forty-four
days in making
n a sailing vesand her parents
-

sace-L' rraine.
'.

;

E

1

Saint Clair c unty,
Daniel, and in
e

came with
.angenwaiter met
in
the family

and were married
sons, Jacob and
[852 the father died. Jacob
year, and the mother, thus
lllin. is.

time afterward

Brand, v

man

four children.

Their

Mary A. married Nathaniel Camp.
1

I

St. Li mis, Missi uri

and

their son,

John

J.

and has
ur children
Brand, lives on the old
fi

•

survives,
lily

ed age

and

healthy and ac-

intellectually, at tin

f seventy-eight years.
Daniel Langenwalter rec(
1

hi

Id;

Philip A.,

who

lives in Illinois

with

John J. Brand Christina E., born
February u.
E., b rn
December 18, 1882; Edward H.. who was
born December 17. 1884, and died at the
age of twelve years: Anna Mary,
when she was three
Daniel E., twins, who were b rn December
10. [888; Samuel died, in infancy: Samuel
F., bom January 9, 1891
Albert I... born
November 5, 1892; Emil A., born June 5,
and
Edwin
R..
born
Decc
1894.

his uncle.

:

3

;

[898.

Mr. Langenwalter is the
hundred acres of land three hundri
twenty acres of which is in one b dy and he
operates the whole tract himself, d
one hundred and sixt}
ture. His
principal crops are wdieat and com but he
-iderable oats and alfalfa.
heat and corn i- ab nit
;

[

two thou
some atti

which he owns
twelve head, and he always has fri
to fifty head of grade shorl horn cattle, inen to twelve milch cows. He
has plenty c f hiving water in his pastures and
"

1
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an ample supply of water is provided to his
house by means of a windmill. His pres-

and me of the

state

first settlers

(

of Richland

ita,

county. Ohio, to which place he removed
when his son Andrew was a little lad of five
The latter there resided until 1864,
years.
when he removed to Holt county. Missouri,

struction of his

where he died in September. 1897. at the age
He was a farmer and
>f so enty-eight years.
His wife, who
ccupation.
stock-raiser L
was born in Maryland, died in Holt county,
Miss uri, in March. 1899. at the age of

good residence was erected in 1897, a
it having been brought from Wichand that sightly structure, together with
his barn, granery, tool shed and other outbuildings have the aspect of a small village.
He purchased the frame of the old Christian
church at Halstead and used it in

ent

part of

wag

Mr. Langenwalter is a Repuband for mere than twenty-years he has
been treasurer of his township and for twenty-two years clei
Politically

lican

He

is

m

,\

a

director and' treasure

Mennonite Mutual Fire [nsurance o mpany,
of Kansas, one of the oldest and most pros*
,

Reared
active

Sunday
is

in

the

state.

in the Mennonite faith he has been an
worker in both church and Sundayrid

He

anies

a

1

•

The maternal side of
seventy-eight years.
our subject has been noted for marked
His uncle,
bravery on the field of battle.
Lorenzo Tierce, was a soldier of the Mexican war and the grandfather of our subject,
Josiah Pierce, was
1

was
>ur

(

subject

war record

has been especially efficient as a

school teacher and superintendent.
man of much public spirit, who is

ever ready to
y means at his
command any movement which he believes
will be conducive to the general welfare, and
as a man and a citizen he is held high in the

esteem and confidence of his
men..

fell

w

towns-

nil

in

I

of 1N12. while

Josiah

Pierce,

Sr.,

the Revolutionary war.
himself a distinguished

made
in

the

war

in the

father,

at

the

rebellion,

Philippines,

and

his

while his

son

two

ho thers, John II. and Henry Hershner,
were also numbered among- the L ; s in blue
that
light for the defense of the Union.
Josiah C. Hershner was reared upon the
irm In mestead and pursued his edufi

in

n

the county of his nativity.

the inauguration of the Civil

After

war he went

and on the 7th of Sep1 861, in that city, he enlisted in the
United States Mechanical Fusi
in which he served for six month-, spending
On th< M th of
the time in camp.
February, 1862. in Chicago, he again enlisticago, Illinois,

tember.
First

JOSIAH

C.

HERSHXER.

£

Josiah C. Hershner is prominently connected with the business interests which have

developed

Ezbon and

led

to

its

upbuilding

and progress. He is now the president of
Ezbon Town Company, is a director in

the

the bank there and owns a number of business buildings and residences and is likewise
identified with agricultural interests, all of
which indicate his ability, enterprise and

keen business management.
Mr. Hershner was born in Richland
county. Ohio, February 11. 1842. and is a
son of Andrew and Mary (Pierce) Hershner.
On the paternal side he is of Pennsylvania
Dutch descent and on the maternal side of
English lineage.
His father was a native
of York county, Pennsylvania, and a son
of Henrv Hershner, a native of the Keysfo re-

>ming a member f Company I. First
Light Artillery, under Captain Edward Bouton and Colonel Taylor. Later he
was promoted to the rank of first quartermaster sergeant. After his second enlistment he joined Sherman's army, with which
lie was ci nnected until that general started
ed, beci

1

Illinois

on his famous march to the sea. when Mr.
Hershner was transferred to General Wilson's cavalry corps, in General Thomas' divi-

With the later command he participated
number of the great battles of the war.
including the engagements of Shil h and
Russell
[1 iuse, the seige of Corinth, the seige

sion.
in a

I

Vicksburg and the battles of Jackson,
Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain. Missionary Ridge and Nashville.
On the 17th of

of

HISTORY.
March. 1864, with the other members
company, he re-enlisted as veteran and
pan in the entire Nashville campaig
•

.1

f

his

t<

•<

k

day

out at Chicago, Illinois, July _><>,
made for himself a creditable mil-

I

[e

proving

itary record,

his

Army

folli

battleru

After the war Mr. Hershner returned to
mpli yed in maOhio, and fi r
lie then joined his fachine shops there,
ther in 11. It county, Missouri, where he lived
until 1S70.. when he came to Jewell county,
Kansas, ami secured a homestead farm of
one hundred and sixt)

1

the

>i

1<

>cal

c m-

true

pi

ti

-

when he

to his duties of citizenship as

and

many

bravery on

of the Republic, being al present

mander

iwed the old flag
rn fields
in business life he has gained uniform
by his fidelity to the stricti
nmercial life.
1

1

which the t< >\\ n of
Mi- hue new residence
first located and where
le ha- witw
since lived.
f Ezbon and has
entire gn wth of the town
seen the surrounding country bee me a
In his own business Sorts
wealthy district.
ii with a high degree of success as
a farmer and stock-raiser and also through
IU is
other channels of business activity.

1).

!!

t<

wnship,

1

ph) sicians
residing at

a part of

11

nds.

ere he

1

1

<

now

MARTIN
Martin

the president of the Ezi

pany, which was organized in 1887, and is a
in the bank at this place, while the
rental from business and residence property
which he owns add- material!} ti hi- income.

His investments have been judiciously made
and return to him an excellent financial

it-

first

L.
1

L.

DANIELS,

Daniel-

is

M. D.

one of the

;

Pawnee county", Kans;
Pawnee Rock. He was

if

residents and has had a vai

and surgeon.
In
miles over the
country, his progress unimpeded by fences
r
settlem< nts.
He was horn in Pulton
county. Pennsylvania, near the town of Hancock. June 8, 1847, ms parents bein
iel and Rachel
M< rgrett) Daniel-. His maternal grandfather was Job Morgre
ternal great-grandfather Daniel Daniels. 'I he
latter resided in Xew Jersey and afterward
in West Virginia.
Subsequently he removed
to
Bedford county, Pennsylvania, which
later became Fulton county, and there he
served in the Revolutionary war.
He was
a farmer by occupation and at the time the
Lttemlpted
win independence he
joined the army and served as an officer. A
perience as

a

physician
le

for

1

ti

reward.
In Holt county, Missouri,
r

'..

in

[867, Mr.

was united in marriage
whi was hern in Morn

Ohio, and

to

Anne

daughter of
san Linn
Brodbeck, the former a native of
unty, Pennsylvania, and the latter
of Maryland.
Both spent their last days
11- children have
n unto
ur subject and his wife
in the First Coli rado
Infantry from the breaking out of the tn uble
i

is

a

I

1

•

I

Islands; Delle

7... whi
is
studying music at Bethany College in Lindsborg, Kansas; Charles S., who is studying
in the Kansas City Medical College, and
J.

•hilippine

Earl,

who

is located in Louisiana.
In his
views Mr. Hershner is a stalwart
Republican and socially he is connected with

political

tl

e

l

!'

'

Felli

w

-

»i

ci'ety

and the Grand

part of his -word is now in the pi
of our subject.
He also held official positions for many years, his .ability and fidelity

being widely recognized bv his fellow towns-

men, who continually elected him
public trust.

He

died at the very

advanced age of ninety-eight years.
His
children are Aaron. Benjamin. John. Dennis, Betsey, Polly. Katie. Lydia and Lally.
and all reached mature years and had families.
John lamel-. the grandfathei
subject, was horn in what was then Fulton
county. Ohio, and throughout his entire life
,ved farming.
His death occurred
when he had attained the age of
years, and his wife passed away at the age
of sixty-eight.
Their children were. Daniel. John. Andrew. Rebecca and Elizabeth.
Daniel Daniels, the Doctor's father, was a
1

t

.
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native of Fulton county. Pennsylvania, and
He
in early life engaged in teaching sch< iol.
removed to Christian county, [llinois, and
afterward became one of the frontiersmen
of Pike county, Missouri. Three years were

The men slept in
Garnerick & Bowman.
the back part of the building on straw ami
blankets and cooked their meals as best they
could.
They lived largely on buffalo meat
ami "slap jack-." but they had good appe-

spent in that state and he then returned to
Illinois, becoming a farmer and postmaster
In 1876 he again came
of Blue Mound.
to the west, settling on a claim northwest
of Dry Walnut creek, near Pawnee Rock,
now owned by Mr. Brooks. Here he dug a
cellar and over it he erected a board house,
living in true pioneer style for four years.
He then engaged in the hotel business at

tites

Lamed, later at Little River and afterward
at Chanute, Kansas, but at the present time
he is living retired, making his home with
our subject.
Dr. Daniels, of this review, pursued his
literary education in the public schools and
then determining to devote his life to the
practice of medicine, he began to study with

began practice

At night he would often
to ford the river

the fire or

there

was

a

stuff

the

boiler,

in

t'

1

iced

which he

burned the fuel, bottom side up, in order
The sod house had
to keep the cabin warm.
it- advantage, as it was always warm, the
less windows and doors the better, for the
chinks in those cabin house- always admitted the air. Frequentlv Dr. Daniel- rode
acn 3s the prairies in blinding storms, depending only upon the instinct of his well
trained pony to bring him home in safety.
He took in payment for his service- potatoes, poultry, cattle, hay and grain, anything
that would enable him to live, for the settler- had ni' money, but they were honest
and thrifty and he knew that in course of

with individuals and people in
who had come here hoping that
the climate would prove beneficial, so thai
there was an excellent opportunity for the
physician.
When Dr. Daniels took up his

Pawnee Ruck

the

1

rilled

at

way up

his

ably be engaged in winding dry grass

in

time changes and improvements would
come.
They were people of integrity and
other,
all made an attempt to help each
The
dividing of their crops and resources.

small

which had been built by Jason Lewis,
and a blacksmith shop which was conducted
by J. M. DePew. There was also the Litner
building which was a combination structure,
thirty-eight by eighteen feet.
In it was
located the postoffice, and Dr. Daniels conducted his office and a drug store was earned on on a small |scale by the firm of

get lost in trying

and make

blanket for covering and no f
save rice
and corn to cat. The husband would prob-

poor health

office

For some

food.

further bank, there perhaps to find a sick
woman upon a pile of hay with not a single

Laplace. Illinois, whence he removed to
Vandalia, Missouri, but after three years he
returned to Illinois, continuing in practice
in Macon and Christian counties until the
fall of 1877.
As his father had come to the
west and reported favorably upon the climate and possibilities of this section of the
state he decided to come to Kansas and
grow up with the country.
The district

was

their

hang around his neck when fording' the
quicksand streams, which he found very difficult to cross, for there were no bridges.

Dr. Grismer. of Christian county, Illinois.
Later his perceptnr was Dr. Dunn, of Macon
county. Illinois, and subsequently he attended lectures in the McDow Medical ColOn the comlege, of St. Louis, in 1873.
nletion of his course he

and relished

years the settlers lived in small hoard
houses, in sod houses or in dugouts, and the
homes were long distances apart.
The
Doctor served them professionally in true
pioneer style and often received hut little
compensation for his services. He rode a
pony and carried his pill bags, they being
similar to the old saddle bags, and yet has
These he had to
a pair in his possession.

hotel,

Doctor would ride from thirty to forty
miles, and it was thus that he made his
After
start in professional life in Kansas.

The only place
to keep house was an
over the store, which the) reached by
mounting a ladder and climbed through the
a time he sent for bis wife.
in

which they had

attic

I

-

;raphical history.
nail kegs for chairs
wind i\v.
and their uther furniture was also primitive,
became
nd the labors

II.

I

1

was then enabled
of

»(

built

To-day he

visits

The

have been replaced
and tocommodious and atti
day Pawnee Rock is a thriving little town
isperous and
Itural community.
The lady who bears the name f Mrs.
Miss Louisa
Daniels was in her maidenh
Branstatter, a daughter of Achlas BranMi
stratter, of Pike count)
mer from Kentucky. The) now
child, Roscoe Rineldo, who was born in
Both the
Pawnee Rock, May 26, [888.
nd his wife have a large circle of
friends in this portion of the Mate and enjoy the high regard of all who know them.
want b
iS<).;
In
Bn wnson,
the drug busises

'

i

i

i

1

.

I

but af-

edicine,

he returned to
In the meantime he h;

ter four years

Br6wnson, and
the

position

Pawnee R

in

of

Pawnee Rock.
mayor in

c

unty

pi"

1

1

S'HISER.

improved and
(

ipert)

d

Rice

township,
of C. H.

Jail

1

the early

ha\ ing located

iv.

his patients riding in a fine carriage.

n

il

Hi

hiser.

fine

a

business
property.

the

-

to collect his

time he

Li

the well

properties of

ivned with su<
tor

go]

in

pi

IK

Una

August, 1879, and he has ever sine
his part in the work of improvement and upbuilding which has been carried on here.
le was born in Logan county. Lllii
Linchi. on the toth of Februra) .0
in

1

grandfather,

paternal
h as of

1

John

Her

111

the

desi

war of 1812.

for his patriotic spirit

noted

Lout.'

'enns) lvania-( terman

I

and for

his in-

His death occurred in
His son, Jacob Loutzenhiser, the
Missouri.
father of our subject, was born and reared
m Pennsylvania. \\ ben ten ye;
removed to Ohio, and in Hancock count},

dustrj and honesty.

was united in marriagi
McKinley, a native of the B
and a daughter of William McKinley,

that state, he
villa

state

of Scotch descent.

After his marri;
Loutzenhiser removed to Logan county,
h
iting near Middletown.

Illi-

to Mercer county. Missouri, and at
the outbreak of the Civil war he became a
Union man, having been the first

removed
stanch

man
Pie

physician.
r

il

is

insur-

He
mpanies ami orders.
rganizers apd a charter member of
the Pawnee Canity and Barton County
iation and is a member of
the Pharmaceutical Association of the state,

in Mercer county, to raise a company for service, lie was a gallant soldier
throughout the entire struggle, and
pany was known a- the Merrill'- Cavalry

Company
He ha- now reached
id age of eighty-three years, and dn
long and useful career be has
and veneratii >n f man) friend
him. for his sterling worth ami tip
of diameter.
He is
Republican principle- and is a worthy memHis wife li
ptist church.
passed the seventy-third milestone on the
journev of life, .and of the Methodist church
1

1

this place

a well equipped

•

drug

store.

His

from the begi

practice

here has been large and in recent year- has
been very profitable, bringing to him a well
merited success.
Socially he is connected
Irder
with the Independent
>dd Felthe
Knights of Pythias frawith
d
;'

1

X'

ternity.

1

'lis

1

community

complete without the n
r here he ha- been an important
id advancement,
having marked influence over the
go d in many lines of improvement.
'

e

;

-

she

dren.

<

factor in public

[

is

a

worthy representative, exe

11]

her christian belief in her every day life.
have had eight chil-

One

daughter, Maud, died

in

Tren-

Missouri and Arvilla, Grant. S
and Francis died when quite

ton,

living children arc

:

Charles H., the subject
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of this review David,
the Baptist church and
;

who is a minister in
now living in Merand Hanna Helen,

is

c unty,
Missouri;
Missouri.
i
Charles H. Loutzenhiser spent the first
twelve years of his life in Logan county, Illinois, and he then accompanied his parents
on their removal to Mercer county, Missouri.
He was reared to the quiet pursuits
of the farm, and during the war he saw
much active service near his home. He attended school in Nevada, Ohio, receiving a
lucation, and during nine winter
terms he was a successful and popular teacher
in Mercer county, Missouri. On the 12th of
April, 1874. in Mercer county, he was united

cer

marriage to Barbara Spidle, who was
''"Tii in Ohio, hut was reared ami educated
in Missouri.
She is a daughter
and Margaret (Palmer) Spidle. both nainty.
They were the
parents of seven children, namely:
Sarah,
Barbara, Anthony, John, James. Rachel and
in

1

I-

1

usea

J.

The

family has

father of this

farming as a

occupation, is a
Democrat in his political views, and is a
member of the Dunkard church. The union
d

life

Christian church, in which he is an active
and zealous member. His long residence in
Kansas classes him among the honored piotlie state, and he has aided in laying the foundation for the present prosperity
and progress of this portion of the com-

monwealth.

CHARLES

CAIN.

Charles Cain is descended from a worthy
New 'England family and is now known as
one of the leading and progressive farmers
dealers of Rice count}-.
He was
born in Wyoming county, Xew York. July
grandfather.
His
V'
st Cain, was
31, 1857.
1.

Vermont and was

a native of

a

farmer by

occupation.
On leaving the Green Mi untain state he went to Xew Yi rk, where he
spent his remaining days.
His religii us belief was indicated by hi- membership in the

He had

Church.

it

children,

as

Charles. John. Lewis.,
Fannie. Dorcas and Cynthia.
Of this number John Cain, the father of
our subject, was born and reared in the Emfollows:

Y

-t.

1

Justice,

lark.

of Mr. and
Mrs. Loutzenhiser has been
blessed with ten children, five sons and hve
follows:
daughters, as
Claude, who oper-

pire

homestead: Fithen, who is marand resides in Victoria township. Rice
county: Myrtle: Otto, who is also engaged
in farming the homestead: Olive: John;
D.:.tt: Minnie: Ada: and William McKiuley.
Otto is now a successful teacher near Fred-

Politically he was a
Republican and filled some local offices, including many township positions and also
that of county supervision
He was widely and favorably known and was ace- unted
one of the leading and influential citizens of
his community.
His death also occurred

ates the old
ried

Kansas.

erick,

The year 1879 witnessed

the

an

now

resides,

east

of

which is located on section 16
Gait township, one and one half miles northtract of

Geneseo.
He also owns another
one hundred and sixty acres.
His

residence

is

a large

and commodious

struc-

containing fourteen rooms and a rock
Mr. Loutzenhiser affiliates with the
Republican party, and on that ticket he has
been elected to the offices of treasurer and
ture,

cellar.

For

clerk of his township.

years

he has

served

as

a

a

number

deacon

who removed

in

of

the

to

there
1

f

married Miss Mary
Buck, a farmer
York, becoming a suc-

Edmund

Xew

cessful farmer there.

state.
He had five children,
anil
Marcus. Rollin, Mary
Mrs. Carrie Carpenter.
Mr. and Mr-. Cain
remained in Xew York until 1880. when
they came to Kansas, joining their son
Charles.
He has followed farming in Xew
York, and on coming to the Sunflower state
he and his son jointly carried on general
farming and stock-raising. They made a
go. id start in business and were prospering

in the

Mr. Loutzenhiser in Rice county. Kansas.
In 1901 he purchased the farm on which he

and

state

Buck, a daughter

Empire

— Ransom.

when

the father

1'..

was

He was

called to his final rest

hard working man. full
of energy and hope and possessed many sterling characteristics.
His wife survived him
in

[883.

a
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and died

e irs

in [898
ur children; Charles; Am-.
Mrs.
fatfield,- of Rice county

the parents of

ame

fi

mm

1

ents held

ship in the Baptist church.
Charles Cain, whose name forms the
f
this article, was reared in Kew
caption
York and after attaining his majority was
joined in wedlock to Miss Sarah Heath, a
1

Xcw

f

Yi

and

rl<

renzo H<

?souri.

In

[878,

a

uni« n

Jennie

Miss

in

De-

uri,

1859, a daughter of Will
(Collins) McMurtrey, the former a
ninister,

war

who during

the

d<

resided

in

the

ted
is

life to

the uplifting of
rrhing.

greater

mankind.

lis

1

children

wore: Thomas, a physician; Wesley, of
lahoma; Maggie, now Mrs. Cain; M
ife

1

i

K.

I

lunter but

:ating

of

state

culti-

and

He

has ever been progressive in
and he b >ugh1 th<
thresher to the county, continuing

stile.

In- metln ds,

it-

n

iperatii n

1

a

r

number

1

f

years.

I

one of the mosl important indi
of Kansas and the man of strong pur): se
who is not afraid to work can always win
here in this line of business.
His
-. where
home is about six -mill
he has a g
the many ither
ing

i-

=

is

<

>k-

Hie,

improvements upon his place stand
ments to his thrift .and ability.
also an orchard and grove upi n
and the farm is ne f the mi -t
attractive and desirabli
1

Cain

Rice county,

>

capital at the time of arrival, yet his untiring-

tl

I

In politics Mr. Cain was f< rmerly a Republican but afterward united with the Reform party and now uses his aid and influ-

ence
of

in its

He

support.

has

tilled

I

township treasurer and other

I

nors have little attraction for him, as he desires to give
tion to his business affairs, in which In
met with creditable success.
He and
wife are devoted members of the Methodist
Episcopal church at Mitchell and are
sitions, but political hi

1

;

that Charles

monu-

munity.

now-

where he purchased some raw prairie land
from the railroad. lie thus became owner
of two hundred and forty acres and here
began life in earnest, living in a small house.
nee began to improve and cultivate
his farm, and his capable management, conservative methods and reliable business practices have enabled him to advance steadily
on the highway b success.
Like in
pioneers who settled here he had but limited

1

as

,

1

1

in

high

cultivate- diversified en ps

addition raises sb ck and feed- cattle for
the market.
He raises but the best grades
of Stock, and thus places splendid an

ii

5

He

1

in

dead; Marvin, of Oklahoma; Bernice, the
nd Frank and Harry.
living in Oklahoma.
The marriage
of Mr.
has been blessed \\ ith
Sarah, in
88
tarles, in 1886; Wentz, in 1888;

and Mark, in
It was in the year (879

is

He ow ns
having ah ul nethou-

1

Missouri and thence
came to Rice county.
He afterward reer county, Kansas, where his
death occurred, but his wife spent her last
days in Rice county.
He was widely and
Civil

vation.

1

M

being with

improved farm-,
acres under a

well

npon

15.

he

mity.

i

1

twenty-five
i
gain married, his

the age

at

(88

McMurtrey, who was born
cember

daughter

quire

;

To-daj

competence.

agricultur-

that state, whence he
-Mrs. Cain

E

;.

years.

rg) and
hand-Mine

Cynthia;

:

1

and Chai

1

a

I

[9,

native

em

903

the highest respectability, enjoying in an
unqualified measure
the
confidence and
f

friendship of their fellow men.
Mr. Cain's
example is certainly worthy of emulation,
and his life history proves conclusively that
success will reward earnest effort.

CHARLES
Among
sas are

men

T.

BAILEY.
Kan-

the progressive citizens of

of Kentucky nativity whi
all those qualities which

high rank for

for success in life

and for patriotic

1

take

make

citizen-
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One such is Charles T. Baile
township, Ottawa county, whose postaddress is Minneapolis and
been a resident of the county since 1874.
Mr. Bailey was born a; Newport, Campbell
county, Kentucky. May 31. [852, a son of
E. M. and Sidney
Smith Bailey. His father, who was born near Cincinnati, Ohio,
ship.

,

tei

office

..

)

(

in

was

[820,

a

s>.

11

of William

Bailey and

was of English and French ancestry. His
who was born in Xew Jersey, in
1818, was ad.'
idney Smith, a
native
f
Xew Jersey. E. M. Bailey was a
harness-maker and was 50 - od a mechanic
mother,

:

1

and at the age of forty-nine he is in the
prune of a vigorous nianhood with the
promisi

Mr.

ars.

1

was married

in Center townKansas, to M
Smith, a daughter of Doctor J. C. Smith
and his wife. Elizabeth
rannie
Smith,
who was born, reared and educated in Ohio,
and wh" died Max j. 1SS5, aboul ten years
They had five chilafter their marriage.
dren:
Edward ('.. bum in [876; Addie
in 1N7S; Chester Arthur, born in
[879; Charles C, born in 1882; and fames
!•;..
born in 1SS5.
I'.ailcv

ship, Otta
nie

(

<

)

1

his trade that during the pehe Civil war lie was employed at
Cincinnati by the United State- government
in the manufacture of harness for army use.
in the line of
1

He

lived at

river

En

removed

Xewp<

rt.

Kentucky, acn

—

Cincinnati, until 1874, when he
to Ottawa county, Kansas, where

he became a successful farmer and where
he died in 1886, at the age of sixty-six years,
leaving a widow and one son. Charles T.
Bailey, who i» the immediate subject of
this sketch.
His widow survived until January 8. 1900. when she died, being then
more than eighty years of age. She was a
member of the Methodist Episcopal church,
and Mr. Bailey was a well informed man,
of broad views, who was successful as a
.business man and influential as a citizen. He
was of imposing appearance, being strongly
built and six feet in height and he was an
interesting and convincing talker.
He was
a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and of the Knights of Pythias.
Charles T. Bailey was reared, at
Kentucky, and was educated

port,

Newin

the

He

accompanied his
1874 and has prospered so well as a farmer and stockman that
he is the owner of four hundred and eighty
acres of land and is a prominent farmer and
Politically he is a Populist and
stockman.
he has filled the offices of township
and trustee. He is a member of the Mi idem
Woodmen of America and from time to
schools of that town.
father to Kansas in

time has been identified with other local
and general oganizations.
lie is a popular citizen of much public spirit who has the
interest of his

township and county

NOAH

E.

MYERLY.

the

m

at heart,

If Jewell county were asked fi> name
the most loyal citizen, the most faithful officer

and the most trustworthy business

man

living within her borders the response would
come from man) of her citizens that it is

Noah

Myerly.

E.

who

is

now occupying

He is indeed
record both in public and prifor
lie has ever
reproach,
above
been actuated by high moral principles that
have made his conduct straightforward and
his word as good as his bond.
Mr. Myerly was born on a farm in Ogle
county. Illinois. January 21, 1859. His father. John B. Myerly. was a native of Marylaud and in early manhood removed to the
prairie state, becoming one of the prominent pioneers of Ogle county, assisting in
the position of county sheriff.

a

man whose
is

work of development and improvement
there for a number of years. In 1862 he renv ved to Poweshiek county, Iowa. He had
married Emily Little, a native of Maryland,

the

and both spent their

last

days

in

Poweshiek

father of our subject passing
in 1S70.
By ccupation a farmer, he

county, the

away

1

devoted his entire life to that pursuit, thus
providing for his family. The mother died
in 1886.^

Noah

Myerly was

a little lad of six
time of the removal to Iowa, and there, upon his father's farm, he
was reared to manhood, earlv gaining actual

summers

E.

at the

TC'jg
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in the work of fields and meadrhrough the winter months he al
In [879 he came
Is.
to Jewell county, Kansas, and was one of
the first permanenl settlers here. He was

experience

ows

tend(

the public soho

'1

time a young man of twent)
He acquired one hundred and sixty acres of
land, which he has transformed
into a uT\ valuable farm, neat and thrifty
in appearance, the well cultivated fields surrounding substantia] buildings', lie has cul
tivated the cereals besl adapted t>> this climate and has also successfully engaged in
stock raising, so thai he became a prosper

at that

I

gTicuIturist.

views Mr. Myerly is a
Populist, fearless in defense of his principles,
which lie stanohly upholds a-- occasion demands. Scarcely a county conventi >n f his
party has been held in which he has not
served as a delegate and he has alsi been
frequently sent to the district and congresipolitical life has
sional conventions.
been above reproach, and is an object lesson
of what sdncerit) and absolute fidelity can
In
accomplish in politics.
[899 he was
nominated on the Populist ticket for the
ffice of comity sheriff and was triumphantly
elected.
Although his township
Burr
(lak
usually has a Republican majority of
fifty, he reversed this and gained a majority
of thirty over his opponent.
He had preIn his political

<

1

—

—

served a- trustee of Burr Oak towntwo terms, but had never been a politician in the shm- of office-seeking-.
His
r

fi

Jessie and Ray. The children are being proided u nil excellent education
pru ileges,
il

1

and Mr. Myerly
schools.

warm

a

is

friend

to

the

lie has long served as a school di-

and has done all in his power to pri
mote the standard of the schools and increase their efficiency.
The family have
many friends in the community and the
rector,

h<

-

spitality

and

homes

of the best

vicinity

is

extended

to

of

them.

Mankato

A

local

publication has said of him:
"During all
of his brs\ life no one has ever found a
tlaw in his stainless integrity, in his lofty

courage, in his love of family ami home, in
the loyalty of his friendship, in the generosity shown to both friend and foe. in the
intrepid defense of his principles.
We honor him. we impose in him great trust, and
yet he is deserving of it all.
He is a man
whom the power of office does not spoil, nor
can he be led from the path of rectitude or
honesty."

1

•

ship
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WILLIAM"

S.

HAMILTON".

Ohio, the refuge and mother of pioneers,
gave to Kansas an element of its citizenship
which has always made tor material advancement and intellectual enlightenment. One
Ohioan who occupies a place high in the esteem of his fellow citizens of Kingman county is William S. Hamilton, a retired farmer.
whose home is at Norwich, and who is the
owner of three hundred and forty acres f
land in Sumner county and six hundred acres
1

term
f
sheriff was to continue for two
years, but under a new law passed by the
state legislature, he will Lie the incumbent
of the office until January I. [893, and will.

then doubtless again become his party's candidate.
In the office he is serving most
faithfully, neither fear nor favor can swerve

him from
earnestness

the path of duty,

and

fidelity

are

and

his

zeal.

conspicuous

traits in his official career.
>n

the 2d

February, 1881,

in Jewell
county. .Mr. Myerly was united in marriage
to Miss Eva L. Fahrney, a native
Shiek county. Iowa, and unto them have
been born live children:
fohn, Gail, Cloyd,
57
(

1

f

in

Kingman
William

county.

Hamilton was born in MeMarch 14. [826, a son
Mathew L. and Achsa Beardsle) II.
S.

dina county, Ohio.
of

1

1

ilton, both natives of New
His faYork.
ther settled in Ohio in 1818, locating in Medina county, where he acquired and improved

a

farm, on which the subject of this -ketch

was reared attending the common schools

in

the intervals of work.
He had four chiltwo of whom are living. William S.
and Lewi- H., the latter, formerly of Harper
comity. Kansas, having his home in Okla-

dren,

h(

ma.

The mother

1

f

these children died
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when William

S.

was twelve years old and
buy spent two years

after that sad event the
in

Delaware county,

Xew

York, a member

of his grandfather Beardsley's home. After
hi- return to his old home in Ohio he worked
the farm and studied as occasion offered
'ii
in the common school and at the academy.
April 12. 1841). when he was little more than
twenty-three years old. he married Priscilla
Miner, a native of Chatauqua county. Xew
York, and daughter of Ariel G. and
Priscilla Miner.
Shortly after his marriage
i

he bought one hundred and thirty acres of
heavily timbered land and in three years had
cleared one hundred acres of it, a larger tract
than had up to that time been cleared up in
his pan
the country.
f
On that place he
lived until 1850. when he went to Branch
county, Michigan, and bought three hundred
and twenty acres of land near Bronson. a
part of which was timbered.
After making
some improvements there he removed in
1852 to Washington county. Iowa, and took
up nine hundred acre- of g< i\ eminent land in
Seventy-six township.
His new possession
was raw prairie land, and as rapidl}" as possible he plowed portions of it and put them
under cultivation at the same time engaging
When he
extensively in st< ck-raising.
settled there he had no neighbor within five
miles and his nearest market was at Muscatine, sixty miles away, and at Burlington.
He ci nstrueted large yards and sheds on his
place, and his home, half farm house, half
hotel, was long a stopping place for all who
travelled through that part of the country.
He stayed there until 1888. improving two
thousand acres of land, and during that time
shipped many cattle to Colorado and took
man) hi rses fn m there to Iowa, besides
purchasing land in Wild county, Colorado, near Ci lorado Springs, which he disposed f after several years. He was elected
the first justice of the peace in his township,
and as supervisor and township clerk assisted
In
in raising two regiments for the war.
1880 he made his first visit to Kansas and
1> ught a half section of land in Eden township. Sumner county.
After that he went
back and fi rth between Kansas and Iowa
1

1

several times and eventually bought two hundred and forty acres in Kingman county.
After taking up his residence in Kingman
county, Kansas. Mr. Hamilton was until two

years ago engaged in farming and stock-raising with his son William F. Hamilton, Jr.,
and since then he has lived in partial retirement from active business, leasing much of
his land and entrusting his interests to his
sons.

Mr. Hamilton was formerly a
during more recent years has been
His political activity in Iowa,
where he has held many important township
and county offices has been referred to. Since
icating in Kingman county, he has been offered and has refused nomination to office
In

politics

Whig and

a Republican.

Ii

in

the state legislature, but he has accepted

the offices of justice of the peace, township
trustee and member of the school board.

He is a member of Lodge No. 319, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, of which he is a
past master, and which he has represented
in the grand lodge. He has long been a member of the Methodist Episcopal church,
which he has served as trustee, class-leader
and
Sunday-school
superintendent
and
teacher.
Besides his extensive farming in-

he is the owner of much town propNorwich, including a large livery
barn and six houses and lots.
William S. and Priscilla Miner) Hamilton have had children as follows: George
terests

erty in

(

who is engaged extensively in stock
farming near Chadron, Dawes county. Nebraska: Matthew L.. who is a noted stockfarmer of Sumner county, Kansas: Henry,
who died in infancy Ellen, who died in her
A.,

;

.girlhood: William F..

who

is

a well

known

farmer and stockman in Sumner count}-, was
as has been stated, formerly his father's
partner in business; Grace, who is the wife
of Edward Hodges, of Medford, Oklahoma:
and Emma, who married William Stone and
also lives in Oklahoma, at the opening of
which territory for settlement her husband

was a lucky contestant

for valuable land.

Brief mention has been made of Mr.
Hamilton's patrii tic work in raising troops
for service in the Civil war while he was a
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resident of Iowa.

It should be stated thai
[862 he enlisted in Company C, of the
Regiment, towa Volunteer tnfan-

in

joined that organization at

Camp

where he was disabled by a broken ankle and was sent hi me with a com.

-

a recruiting

fn< ei

l

-

iter in

the

town of South English. Keokuk
county. Iowa, had become a rendezvous for
a stn ng
rganization of the Knights of the
Golden Circle, the leading spirit in which was
ng si utherner, a Baptist minister
A draft was pending and
alley.
war

the

<

assembled

taction

this

force

in

to

m. ike

and in the Revolutionary war served under Genera] Washington with the rank of
maji r and was present at the trial of Major

cut

Andre.
Matheu I... father of \\ illiam S.
Hamilton, began life in
Medina county,
lllii
as a poor man. having literally no capital but an axe and his willingness to work,
and he became a prosperous farmer and a
1

.

man of influence in
a Whig until the

his
1

community

.

I

lc

was

rganization of the Re-

publican party, and after that until the end
of bis days a Republican,
lie died in Medina count\. Ohio, aged about eighty years.

a

ir n against it.
Talley, who was
much excited, was enraged by the sight of
young si ldier in uniform, who, home on a
furlough, was in a crowd of Unionists pre.1

sent

that

i>n

"There
drew

is

his

one

^'i

and

exclaiming.

those Lincoln hirelings,"

revolver
fired

ly

occasion,

it

and standing up
at

Talley's

the

soldier.

followers

fired

in

a

Iminto

the
crowd,
piercing
many garments
with bullets but injuring no one.
Talley
had jumped from the wagon, and as he was
about to climb into it again a return volley
was tired and he fell dead.
Enraged at

outcome of the affair, Talley's followers
threatened to burn the town.
Mr. Hamilton, who was the only army officer in the
town, rallied about one thousand loyal citithis

zens, and. seizing shooting irons of all kinds

wherever they could be found, armed them
and proceeded to fortify the town, which was
in a state of siege about three weeks, during
which time Mr. Hamilton furnished much
of the food for his little army.
charge

A

murder was made against
the killing of Talley and the
of

five citizens for

sheriff attempted to arrest them, but desisted from his purpose under stress of Mr. Hamilton's stern

He

advice.
lieved
tis'

remained

in

command

until re-

bv Major Chapman, of General Cur-

staff.

William Hamilton, the founder of the
family in America and great-grandfather of
the subject of this sketch, came over in the

Mayflower as
colony.

a member of the Plymouth
Eden Hamilton. William S. Hamwas born in Connecti-

grandfather,

CHARLES

E.

DOTY.

As

properly understood and appreciated,
there is no vocation in connection with the
manifold industries and occupations of life
that

is

more ennobling and independent than

and it is well that the
love of land remains firm in the
hearts of so considerable a portion of the
human race. This basic art of agriculture
has an able representative in Mr. Doty, one
that of the farmer,

old

Aryan

of the popular and successful farmers and
stock-growers of Rural township. Kin-man
county, where he has a hue estate of four

hundred and eighty acres, located on secand 22.
From the old Buckeye state have a une
many of the representative citizens of Kansas, and the subject of this review claims
the same as the place of his nativity, having
been born in Geauga county, Ohio, on the
19th of February. 1S54. the son of Ezra
and Edna (Fuller) Doty, who were likewise born in the same county, being repretions 16

sentatives of pioneer families

f Ohio. F.zra
farmer by vocation, died
when the subject of this review was an infant, and his widow passed away in 1SS7,
at the age of fifty-nine years.
Of their

who was

Doty,

1

a

eight children six are living at the present
time.
Wallace, who came to Kansas in
1873. died in Barton county, in February.

—

1901

;

Jane

Kei >kuk,
city:

is

the wife of Charles Gillett. of
is a resident alsi

Iowa Ezra

Martin

:

is

a

farmer of Winnebago conn-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
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Edwin follows farming in Keokuk county. Iowa: Amanda, who married
Dr. Wylie Brown, of Cleo, Wood's county,
)klahi ma. is deceased; Frank is a resident
of Cleo; and Charles E.. the youngest of the
ty, Illinois;

<

family,

is

the subject of this sketch.

After the death of the father the eldest
son became practically the head of the family, whose removal to Keokuk county. Iowa,
occurred about the year 1856. when our
He
subject was about two years of age.
was reared on the Iowa farm, and his educational opportunities were such as were afforded by the public schools of the place and
When he was eighteen years of
period.
age his mother consummated a second marriage, becoming the wife of Able W01 as,
and about this time also Mr. Doty began his
independent career, securing employment on
a farm, finally going to Illinois,

where

his

brother had engaged in farming operations,
and there he continued to reside until the
year prior to his marriage, which occurred
on the 16th of July. 1S74. when he was
united to Miss Phoebe J. Brown, daughter
Dillon) Brown.
of Dr. Wylie and Phoebe
She was born in Ohio and was reared and
(

educated in Keokuk, Iowa, in which >tate
our subject had resided for the year preceding his marriage, which was solemnized in
After thus assuming
Powesheik county.
the responsibilities of the benedict. Mr. Doty
rented a farm of forty acres, in Keokuk

county, where
[875,
sas,

when

and

stead

in

lie

remained

until

February,

came to Hutchinson, Kanthe same spring made a homehe.

entry on section 2, Bell township,
eventually proving up on his

Reno county,

of improvements on the place and has
achieved a success w< n'thy the name.
He
began his operations here in a modest way,
but energy and good judgment have enabled him to make a consecutive advancemerit and he is now numbered among the
substantia]
and prosperous farmers and
stock-growers of this section of the state.
He has a herd of high-grade cattle, having
graded the same to a high standard by the
best

utilization of full-blood

He

Polled types.

Hereford and Red

has a commodious and

comfortable residence, quite different from
the primitive board ami pole cabin of one

room which constituted his original domicile
when becoming a pioneer of the state, while
other buildings on the place are substantial
and well adapted to the uses for which they
were erected.
In politics Mr. Doty maintains an independent attitude, giving his support ti such
1

men and measures
tates, rather

as

his

judgment

than being guided along
He has shown a

partisan

lines.

concern

in

public

affairs

of

a

dicstrict

deep
local

and the confidence and esteem
which he is held in the community
was signally manifested in 1894, when
he was elected treasurer of the township,
serving in this capacity for two years
and giving a most able and satisfactory administration.
He and his wife are consistent members of the Baptist church at Maud,
in whose work they take a prominent part.
Fraternally Mr. Doty is one of the leading
members of Cunningham Lodge, No. 43 I.
O. O. F., at Cunningham, being a charter
member and having been elected a trustee
nature,
in

1

.

same and there ci nitiuuing to make his home until the winter of
The fol1879. when he sold the property.
lowing spring he came to Kingman county
township,
and took up a claim in Dresden

of the same at the time of its organization,
while he also has had the distinction of serving as noble grand of this lodge. Both be and
his wife are also charter members of the

disposing of the same the following spring

interested in

claim, improving the

and ihereafter leasing a farm

in the

same

township for the next year. In the spring
ot 1882 Mr. Doty purchased a portion of
his present fine farm, and to the original
tract has since added until he has a total of
four hundred and eighty acres, as has been
previously noted, while he has made the

Rebekah lodge of the order, and are deeply

He is also a charits welfare.
ter member of Lodge Xo. 134. Knights of
Pythias, at Cunningham, of which he is
past chancellor commander; and he i- also,
identified with the Modern Woodmen of
America.
In conclusion

we

will state that

Mr. and

Mrs. Doty have an interesting family of

>ix
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names,

their
ll

of

Rural

ti

ws:

I

ranklin",

I

« nship

w ho

is

be-

lirth,

a

farmer

Jessie, the wife of

;

I

)r.

Rural township; and
d Harry, all
remain at the pleasant family home.
Mr.
came
D< ty
to Kansas a poor man. and by his
indefatigable energy and good management
lias pushed
rward to the goal of unequivocal success, being known as one of the representative citizens and substantial farmers
of the county of Kingman, where he has
of

n,

Li

f<

made

his

home

for a

score of vears.

full

The

sas.

father of these children died at

Reedsburg, Sauk county, Wiso nsin, in r866
the age of sixty-three years, while

at

I

mother died

in
Medina county, Ohio, in
Nathaniel Chapman was a sued
ful farmer.
In politics he was a Whig and
later a Republican.
He and his good wife
were members of the Methodist Episcopal
church, in which he held the flice of st(

[889.

1

and

clas> leader.

Stephen I'.. Chapman was reared in )hio,
where he gained a practical knowledge of
farming and such a rudimentary education
(

as was obtainable in the common schools
then in vogue near his home.
In 1844 he
accompanied his father to the wilds of \\ isconsin, settling at Lowell, Dodge county,
about forty miles south of Milwaukee. The
country around was not yet rid of wild animals, ami Indians were numerous.
His father erected one of the first sawmills in
r

STEPHEN
The

CHAPMAN.

B.

influential citizen of

Concord town-

pip, Ottawa county, Kansas, whose name
of this brief sketch and whose
postoffice is at Lindsay, was a pioneer of
Kansas, having lived in this state since [860

is

the

title

and in Ottawa county since 1863. He was
hern in Coventry, Summit county, Ohio,
in [829, a son of Nathaniel and Lucinda
(Brewster) (Edgington) Chapman.
Na-

Chapman was
Chapman and was born

thaniel

a
in

son of Augustus
New England, of

old colonial family. Lucinda Brewg
sur was a great-granddaughter of Elder
Brewster, who came over in the Mayflower
and was prominent among the colonists at
Plymouth. Her father was Stephen Brewa

ster,

1

a

prominent and

By her

influential

citizen of

marriage, with a
Mr. Edgington, she had two daughters.
Mary, who became Mrs. McClure. and lives
at Dallas. Texas, and Harriet E., who hecame Mrs. Elliott, and lives at Santa Clara.
California.
By her marriage to Nathaniel
Chapman she had six sons: Stephen B..
his county.

wliM

first

immediate subject of this
died in Wisconsin:
Ottawa county, Kansas:
of Wisconsin; Leonard Girley, who
is

the

Richard,,

»ho

who

lives in

for three years in the Federal
Civil

war and

is

now

army

sketch:

Henry.
James.
served
in the

a citizen of Steven's

and Milo, who was also
r
in the Civil war under the stars
and stripes and lives in Ottawa count) Kan-

Point. Wisconsin:

.

Dodge county, Wisconsin, and
a business career

entered upon
which gave him considera-

ble prominence.

The

subject of this sketch

in Adams count}-. Wisconsin,
Miss Lovinia M. 'iates. a native of the
state of New York and a daughter of Schuyler S. Gates, who was a nephew of General
Gates, famous in the history of the RevoluMrs. Chapman's mother, who
tionary war.
wa> born in Vermont, bore the maiden name
Pratt,
and was a daughter of
of Mary A.
Major John Pratt, who lived in eastern Vermont. He commanded a battalion of Vermont men that hastened to the defense of

was married
tn

Plattsburg against, the British in 1814.
Major Pratt died in iS_>o. For many years
Mi's. Chapman lived at Albion. Erie county.
Pennsylvania, whence in 184c) she removed
with her parents t< Adams county, WisconThere her father became prominent in
sin.
many ways. He built the first bridge across
the Wisconsin river at the Dells, under charter from the government, who authorized
him to collect toll for tiiirtv years from those
who made use of it. He became an exten>

sive dealer in
a

man

bonds and mortgages and was

of influence in main- directions. Her
in Adams county. Wisconsin.

mother died
"ii

the

[2th of October,

dren as follows:

Oscar

1841).
J.

leaving chil-

Gates,

who went
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to California in 1851, and became a prominent dentist in Eureka. Humboldt county,
that state.
He was sent as a delegate from
the Odd Fellows fraternity to Paris, and
while there he died suddenly of heart disease
on the 15th of April, 1895. The second son,

Leroy

was

and

his

death occurred of consumption at the

St.

J.

Gates,

Helena Sanitarium

a

fine

artist,

on the
8th of September. 1895.
Arabella Gibson
died
heart disease on the return journev
from Europe, in July, [891, and was buried
at sea.
Lavinia M. Chapman resides on the
old home farm which has been in the pos1

in

California,

t

session of the family since 1864.

Irene R.
died of consumption at Los Berros.
California, on the 7th of September, 1900,
at the age of sixty-five years.
Gertrude
E. Winteringer makes her home at Tulsa.

Ehrman

Oklahoma.

For

his second wife Schuyler
Elizabeth Phinigan. their
in 1850. They had
one son. Schuyler S. Gates, Jr., who was
born in 1851. His third marriage was celebrated in 1869. when Mary Cusic became his
wife, and they had one daughter. Adela
Gates, who resides in Milwaukee. Wisconsin.
Schuyler S. Gates was murdered near
Kilburn City. Sauk county. Wisconsin, on
the 13th of September. 1869.
Stephen B. Chapman removed from
S.

Gates chose

wedding being celebrated

Wisconsin

to Missouri in 1859. and from
Missouri to Douglas county. Kansas, in

i860.

He made

years, during
service

the

his

home

there

for

three

which time he saw military

operations
against Ouantrel and his band, and experienced many perils and hardships. In 1863
he located in Ottawa county, Kansas, a rich
and beautiful country which has been not
inaptly called the "Garden of Eden of Kanin

state

militia

in

where his most conspicuous neighbors
were Indians and buffaloes, and for a time
he lived in a dugout, in which he afforded
sas."

entertainment, as he states, to both saints
as they sought admittance at
his d
r.
When a missionary by the name
of Holley was sent to this county in 1804.
S. B. Chapman opened to him his door, and
the first sermon delivered in Ottawa county
was preached in his dugout, and a Sabbath

school also was organized and held at the
for over one year before means
could be obtained to build a schoolhouse,

same place

which was erected on the northeast corner
of his place. It was built of hewn logs with
a dirt roof and this was the first schoolhouse
in the county.
He and his wife now own

three hundred and twenty acres of as good
land as there is in Kansas.
Thev have a
fine residence, large barn, adequate outbuildings of all kinds, orchards, groves, mead-

ows and pasture land and

fields devoted to
divers crops, and are surrounded by many
evidences not only of prosperity but of a
refined and cultivated taste, which has made

them known widelv and favorably.
Mr. Chapman has had born to him children as follows: Mary, who became Mrs.
Scholtz and lives at Lamar. Ottawa county,
Kansas; Irene, who became Mrs. Wallace
and lives at Okarche. Oklahoma Oscar, who
;

engaged in mining in California: Roz'etta,
who became Mrs. Jewett and lives in Minneapolis, Kansas; Nellie, who became Mrs.
Winans, of Girard, Kansas, and who has
is

achieved a reputation as an evangelist of
the Free Methodist church and Lillie, who
:

known lawyer of Chicago, often appearing before the
supreme court of Illinois. Mrs. Spink was
formerly a popular teacher in Ottawa county.
Her son. Brewster Gates Spink, is also
well known in Chicago.
Mr. and Mrs.
Chapman have made it one of their sacred
duties of life to afford all of their children
good educations, and to give them such
became Mrs. Spink and

is

a well

moral and patriotic instruction as fits them
admirably for the duties of citizenship. Their
home is one of the most attractive and hospitable in Ottawa county, and they are so
popular personally that the number of their
friends may be said to be identical with the
number of those' who have come to know

them

well.

and sinners

JAMES W. SPRINGER.
quarter of a century James W.
has made his home in Barber
county, and his residence in Kansas covers

For

a

Springer
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forty-five year-.
The state is dear to him,
so lone; the place of his abode, and
throughout all these years he has been loyal
and faithful to its best interests, promoting
it- welfareby every means within his power.
lie is now accounted one of the progressive
ami enterprising fanners of Nippawalla
township, Barber county, where he is successfully carrying on agricultural pursuits.
He was horn in Clinton county, Missouri,
March 17. [842, and comes of a long lived
Hi- paternal grandfather, George
ancestry.
Springer, died when near one hundred year?
of age and hi- w'fe had reached the advanced age of ninety-two years at the time
The maternal grandfather,
of her death.

governmenl and he joined the SevKansas Cavalry under the command
Colonel Jenison, enlisting on
the nth of November, [861.
He served
until September 29, 1865, rendering valuanational

enth

being

of the gallam

ble aid to his country.

Harvey Springer,
was a gallant

the father of our subin the Indian

He

He

his "regiment overland to

and thence
government

ried

nessee,

Union and

set at

guard the
hostile

In-

corporal.

under cultivation, the
him golden harvests.
He is also extensively engaged in
the raising of cattle and his shipments of

two hundred acres

is

well tilled fields yielding to

stock are each year quite extensive.
a very enterprising

was aroused

naught the power of the

to

the

When his military service was ended he
took up his abode in Labette county, Kansas, in 1866, becoming one of its pioneer
settlers and there securing a government
claim. He aided in the work of early development there and later removed to Chautauqua county, this state, then a part of
Howard county. The year 1877 witnessed
his arrival in Barber county, where he has
He has to-day eight
since made his home.
hundred acres of valuable land, of which

years of his life in the state of his
and then became a resident of Anderson county. Kansas, where he continued
his education, which he had begun in the
former state.
On the home farm he was
trained to habits of industry, economy and
honestv and the lessons of life which he
thus learned have been of great value to
him in his business career. At the time of

by the attempt of the south to overthrow the

against

1

!

teen

his patriotic spirit

trains

Omaha. Nebraska,

Kearney

to Fort

Later the command returned to F> iri
Leavenworth, Kansas, and Mr. Springer
honorably
discharged with the rank >f
was

nativity

war

three

dians.

:

the Civil

first

and in suppressing the bushwhacker-, who
were doing so much to stir up restlessness
and disorder, and were plundering and robMr. Springer
bing wherever they went.
took part in the battle of Mine Creek, where
General Marmaduke was captured, and
wherever duty called him he was found,
whether upon the picket or the tiring line.
When the Civil war was ended he went with

soldier

Miss Marv E. Poteet. a native of Tenand they became the parents of eight
Lucy Jane: W. B.. a resident of
children:
George H.. who
this township: lames YV.
soldier
of the Seventh Kansas Regiwas a
ment and died at home of wounds sustained
in service: Nancy, Alice. Mary and Elvira.
The father died in Garrett. Kansas, the age
of seventy-seven years and his wife passed
away at the age of eighty-two. They were
both consistent members of the Methodist
Episcopal church and the father was a
strong Union man during the Civil war.
James W. Springer spent the first fif-

luring the

on ceeded a°ainst the troops under Generals
Price and Marmaduke in Missouri and Arkansas, aiding in quelling the guerilla bands

was a wagon-maker by
in Florida.
trade, following that pursuit for many years
marin order to provide for his family.
wars

1

months he was in Kansas and later he was
in Missouri and Arkansas until May, [862,
when with his command he was sent aero--,
the river and took part in the campaignin Kentucky and Tennessee.
He participated in the battles of Corinth, Memphis,

James Poteet. was a soldier of the war of
iS i_'. serving under General Jackson at the
battle of Xew Orleans, and his death occurred at the age of ninety-eight.
ject,

9i

who
*

He

is

and progressive farmer,

has upon his place

all

modern improve-

his is. indeed, a model farm of the
twentieth century.

ments and
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On the 31st
>ctober, 1866, in Andersi 11
ci unty,
Kansas. Mr. Springer was
united in marriage to Miss Harriet A. Tefft,
a native of Michigan and a daughter of John
and Li rinda Tefft. m w deceased.
She had
t

(

(

four brothers who were members of Co. G,
of the Seventh Kansas Cavalry in the war of
the Rebellion
William. John ().. James M.
and Pha and certainly of this record for
loyalty the family may well
be proud.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Springer were born two
children: Grace Vaughn and Alice Rinke.
The mother died in Chautauqua county, in
1876, and in 1S77 Air. Springer was again
married, his second union being with Matilda L. Hayden, a native of Indiana and a
daughter of Ezra and Catherine Hayden.
Ten children have been born of the second
marriage: Mrs. Hattie Hamblin, of Oklahoma: James 1!..
ra, Maud, Bessie, Edison, Herbert, Lulu, Carrie and Lucy, all
yet at home in Barber county, Kansas.
The Republican party receives the endorsement of Mr. Springer through his
franchise and he strongly advocates its principles but lie has never had time nor desire
to seek public office.
He belongs to Medi-

—

—

O

cine

Lodge

Post.

No.

174, G. A.

R..

and

enjoys the confidence and good will of his
comrades of the war as well as the high regard of all with whom other relations of
life

have brought him

in contact.

He

is

the

own fortunes. All that he
the merited reward of his labors and
proves that success is not

architect of his

has

is

his life history

a matter of genius, but the

outcome of per-

sistent, In nest effort.

successful
farmer.
His death occurred
about 1879. at the age of sixty-five, his wife
surviving him some ten years.
Both of
them were consistent and valued members
of the Methodist church.
The)- reared a
family of six children, and all of them are
still

living

and honored

in their several

lo-

calities.

Robert Dougherty was educated in the
common schools and was destined for higher
opportunities, but the outbreak of the Civil
war changed his outlook, and he became a
student soldier, enlisting & it service on May
21. 1 86 1, in answer to the call of President
Lincoln, entering Company K. Twentysixth New York Volunteer Infantry, and
was with his regiment at the first battle of
Bull Run, being of the reserve force that

came up when
History
ble day.

tells

the troops

began to

of the events of that

The next

scatter.

memora-

which our subject took part was that of Cedar Mountain,
then followed Thoroughfare Gap. the secml battle of Pull Run, and then Chantilly.
His regiment was a part of the Army of the
battle in

1

Pi

tomac, Pickett's division.

His next batwas at South Mountain, and next, Antietam. and he was with General Hooker's
corps when he opened the battle here, in the
tle

morning. He was one of the gallant men at
Fredericksburg and at Chancellorsville. Although his term of enlistment had expired
he fought bravely through that awful day.
At the second battle of Bull Run bullets
passed through his clothes.
In all. Mr.

Dougherty was in thirteen hotly contested
and numerous lesser engagements.
After his return home he went south
for four months in the service of the government, and then went to the oil regions of

battles,

HON. ROBERT DOUGHERTY.
Hon. Robert Dougherty, member of the
Kansas legislature, and one of the men who
has become conspicuous on account of natural ability, was born in Monroe county.
New York, on August 27, 1843. His parents were John and Nancy McKinney. both
of whom were born in Ireland, coming to
America in 1842 and locating in New York,
where the former became a prominent and

Pennsylvania, first to Pithole. then to Armstrong county,
Pennsylvania,
remaining
1887, when he came to Kansas
and settled in Newton, where for nine years
he was the superintendent oi the gas works.
Before leaving Pennsylvania he had become
prominent in politics, and during 1885-7
served two terms in the legislature, from
there until

Armstrong county.
Mr. Dougherty soon came

to the front
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Kansas.
he had been active
i-

Seliberations.

In

his

lift-

the Republican party,

in

often required in party
1895 he was elected treas
I

j

and the honor was

again tendered him
serving

still

In moo. while
in [897.
the treasurer's office, he was

legislature

1

from one important

retiretl

charge

in

the

1

f

1

I

Kansas,

and

to

take

office

another.

As prominent in Masonic circles as
public and military life, Mr. Dougherty

in
is

Connected with the blue lodge ami consistory
and has been past master both in Pennsyl
in Kansas, and takes an active interest in Masonic matters,
lie is also one of
the leading members of the (i. A. R.. in

his home in Philadelphia, where he
followed the shoemaker's trade, but
lis son. John By<
awaj many years ago.
also learned thai trade, and followed it for
long peril d.
lie became quite wealthy and

lished

1

I

::

owned valuable Drooerty

in

Philadelphia,

dealing quite extensively in real estate, lie
afterward removed to Cincinnati, Ohio,
where he died when his son. Alfred S., was
only four years of age, the latter being the
only child by his father's second marriage.

By his
a native of Wales.
marriage John Byers had several children, one of whom was a sailor and was lost
John, a memin a shipwreck at Natchez.

The mother was
first

1

has heei! d mmander for t\\" terms,
and is also a member of the order of the
A. O. I". \\\. une id' the oldest members
of this organization in the state, having
Joined it in 1870 in Pennsylvania.
l'.\
natural gifts and by education Mr.
Dougherty is well fitted for the high position to which his fellow citizens have elevated him, and as he has discharged all duties
1

in

the past with a strict sense of responsiso can he be trusted in the future

bility,

with crreater trusts.

ALBERT BYERS.
In taking up the personal history of Alwe present to our readers a man
is well known as an enterprising and
progressive agriculturist and who in every
relation of life has commanded the respect
and esteem of his fellow men. He resides
on the southeast quarter of section 5, Kingman township, Kingman county, and he
claims Kentucky as the state of his nativity,
his birth having occurred in
Crittenden.
Grant county, on the 27th of December.
185 1. His father. Alfred S. Byers, was born
in Cincinnati. Ohio, in 1820 and was a son
of John Byers. a native of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.
The great-grandfather of
our subject was a native of Germany and
crossing the Atlantic to America, estab-

bert Byers,

who

ber of the family, died of cholera in Cincinnati in 1840. The other son became a prominent farmer and resided near Columbus.
Ohio. He is the father of several si ns who
served in the war of the Rebellion.

Alfred S. Byers was reared in Avondale,
Ohio, between the ages of four and fourteen years by an old gentleman who had
mricd Mr. Byers's father.
When a youth
of fourteen he went to Crittenden. Kentucky, where he learned the tailor's trade
under the direction of Thomas Taylor. For
fifty years he continued his residence in that
1

and became well known in the line
of his chosen vocation,
After his marriage
he engaged in the real estate and loan business in Crittenden and for many vears concity

ducted important realty transfers.'

He

also

owned a good farm near the citv and acquired a vast amount of citv property.
At
one time or another he owned every' building in the city with the exception of one hotel and also the majority of the farms in
In the early days

that locality.

when land

was very cheap he would often receive forty
exchange for making a suit of

acres in
clothes.

rose in

As be
valj,ie

held on to this property, which

became
was an unfal-

as the years passed, he

quite wealth}-.

In politics he

tering supporter of the Republican principles
and endorsed the abolitionist movement hefore the Republican party was formed to
prevent the further extension of slavery. He
freed nine of his own slaves and thus indicated his preference for the liberation of the
bondmen.
He also attended the national
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conventions and the presidential inaugurations and for fifteen years he held the office
of postmaster in Crittenden. In the Methodist Episcopal church he was a leading and
active worker and contributed must liberto

all}"

its

financial support.

:

owned

interests in distilleries in Chiin Louisiana. Missouri; Walfollowed farming- in the same locality in which his death occurred
and Mrs.
Byers.
The father of our subject died in
Crittenden in January. 1884.
The mother
had passed away in i860, and, like her husband, she was a faithful and consistent member of the Methodist church.
Having lost
his first wife, the father was again married
in 1863, his second union being with Mary
A. Alexander, who was born in Girard.
Pennsylvania, about 1833 and was a daugh-

cago and died
ter,

who

;

ter of

Doctor Alexander, a prominent phy-

who removed to Kenton
county, Kentucky, locating near De Mossville. where he purchased a farm on which
he resided for many years, but also continued in the practice of medicine. In his family were six children
Andrew, who died on
sician of Girard,

:

farm in Kenton county about
Rebecca, who also passed away there
Ann, the wife of William Culberson, an extremely wealthy citizen of Girard. Pennsyl-

his

father's

1865

:

vania,

who owns

cian at Shelbyville, Indiana: Albert, of this

Frank, a farmer and blacksmith of
Ulysses, Grant county. Kansas; Robert E.,

review

:

who was

Alfred S. Byers was married in Crittenden in 1859 to Cassie Ann Van Horn, who
was born in Kenton county, Kentucky, and
was one of a family of four children
William, a farmer and tobacconist of Louisiana.
Missouri, who died in that place; Arch, who
engaged in the manufacture of tobacco and
also

marriage the father of our subject had six
children: Leonard S.. a farmer and physi-

thirty thousand acres of

is planted to wheat
thirty thousand acres of timber land
Michigan. His possessions also include
a flour mill in Girard and a factory in which
he manufactures monkev wrenches Samuel,
who made a remarkable record for bravery
as a soldier in the Civil war, single handed
driving out a band of guerrillas who had
surrounded his house, and he was killed by
the cars at De Mossville, Kentucky: Katie,
who is living at Girard, Pennsylvania: and
Mary, who became Mrs. Byers, and died in
Crittenden. Kentucky, in 1899. By his first

land in Minnesota which

and
in

;

a tailor by trade and died in Williamstown in 1898; and two children who
were named William, one dying in infancy
and the other at the age of six years. By
the second marriage there were two chil-

dren:

Xellie

J.,

the wife of

a carpenter of Crittenden.

William,

who

Andrew

Johns,

Kentucky; and
same lo-

a farmer of the

is

cality.

whose name introduces
obtained his education in pubCrittenden. Kentucky, and remained with his father until
twenty years of age, when he came to Kansas, locating in Strong City.
There he folAlbert

livers,

this record,
lic

and

select schools of

lowed farming for a vear, after which he
removed to Council Grove, Morris county,
where he purchased eighty acres of raw
prairie land, on which he took up his abode
and engaged in herding. After a year, however, he returned to his native state and six
months later once more came to Kansas, being here a year employed in the flour mill
owned by W. T. Sodens in Emporia. On
the expiration of that period he went to
St. Louis, Missouri, and worked in a packing house for a time, returning thence to
Crittenden, where for three years he operated his father's farm, living with his brother, who was also a bachelor and who was
a blacksmith

On

by

trade.

the 7th of October, 1880, in Verona,

Boone countv, Kentucky, Mr. Byers was
united in marriage to Martha H. Lewis,
who was born in Verona and was a daughter
D. and Elizabeth (Bolding)
Her father was born in Covington,
Kentucky. June 20, 1822. and was a carpenter by trade.
In that city he was married
to Elizabeth Bolding, whose birth occurred
in Boone count}'. Kentucky. December 4,
1820.
They resided in Covington for fifteen years and on the exoiration of that period removed to Verona. Boone county,
where they are still living. They had six
Margaret, the wife
children, as follows:

of Charles

Lewis.
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of William Robbinson, a fanner of

Missouri; Charles

\\

..

a

carpenter

Gower,
oi

Vei

Kentucky; Miranda, wife of Carter 11.
t/est, also an agriculturist of Verona; Wee
den. a shoemaker of Covington, Kentucky
Mrs. Byers; and Lulu, the wife of Scott
Myers, a miller of Verona.
After his marriage Mr. Byers engaged in
pna,

arming

the vicinity of Crittenden.

in

Ken

1883, when lfe removed to
Kinp-man countv, Kansas, locating where he
He pre-empted the southeast
still resides.
lucky,

until

Quarter of section 5, Kingman township
a tract of raw nrairie land on which not a
furrow had been turned or an improvement

He

built a box house twelve by sixboarded up and down and set in
The first season he broke two
His brother, Frank, had
acre- of his land.
previously come to this county and located
a mile and a half north of Cleveland and
In
sixteen miles from our subject's farm.
partnership thev engaged in the sheep business, purchasing five hundred and sixty head
of Merino sheep, which Albert Byers kept
upon his place, but the enterprise proved unprofitable for the wolves and disease made
sad havoc in the flock and they abandoned
the business at the end of the year, with a
loss of three hundred dollars. Through many
failures and discouragements, however, Mr.
Byers persevered and by determined effort
and unfaltering diligence at length conquered
all the difficulties in his path and worked

made.

teen feet,

the ground.

to success.
He now has
one hundred acres of his land under a high

his

9«5

Wayne and Guy R. The last named
was the sixth in order of birth and died November 4. [899, at the agi of sixteen m nths.
bur four years Mr. Byers served as a justice
of the peace in this county and for three

iam,

terms has been treasurer of his township,
while for three or four years he was township clerk.
He has also filled the various
offices in connection with tie school board

and

in the discharge of his public duties he
ever faithful and prompt.
In oolitics he
originally a Republican but later became

is

was

Populist and

a

is

now

a Socialist.

He

is

a

man of firm convictions and is a deep sindent of national and social problems, his
study and investigation along- these lines
leading him to become an endorser of the
principles of Socialism.
His wife belongs
to the Adventist church at Lawndale.
Mr.
Byers and John A. Carlisle, of this locality,
have been neighbors for a period of forty
having moved to Kansas from the
same neighborhood in Kentucky. The rebetween them has been one of un-

years,
lation

broken friendship and

marked worth and

both

are

resnectability.

men

of

Mr. By-

ers deserves great credit for the success he

has achieved, advancing steadily onward to
prosperity as a result of his own well directed efforts.

ABRAHAM HALEY.

way upward

main product being
which he had one hundred and
eighteen acres planted in 1891, and he rented
eighty acres of land. He has a small herd of
cattle and also pastures a number of cows
lor tliers.
His farm is entirely fenced and
his orchard comprises five acres of trees,
which are now in a bearing condition. In
state of cultivation, his

wheat,

i

f

1

f

[891 he built his present comfort-

Ble residence and he has placed very many
pprovements upon his farm, including- a
Substantial barn, granarv and windmill.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Byers have been
porn seven children:
Maude, Charles A..
Albert Ronnell. I.ela L..

Homer

B.,

Will-

Among the honored and highly respected citizens of Ottawa county, who have
for many years been identified with its agricultural interests and have met with success
in their chosen calling is Abraham Haley.
He was

of day, a
1

1

Cornwall. England. June
in which President
opened his eyes to the light
son of William and Elizabeth
Haley, also of Cornwall. England.

born

1843. 'be

id.

McKinley
1,'inim

The

)

father

and the

in

same year

first

was

a

was Isaac Haley.

maternal grandfather of
as

Hamm. was

a

Abraham Haley,
The
our subject. Thom-

son of

latter' s father

British

soldier,

having

served under General Wellington at the batIn [851 the Haley family
tle of Waterloo.
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gib

came from

land.

voyage covering

rest

their native land to Quebec, their
a period of thirty days in
a sailing vessel, and a settlement was made
at Bowmanville. Durham county. Canada.
in Darlington township. They afterward removed to Fullerton township, Perth county,
where they fanned on rented land for ten
years, and in 1873, they came to Ottawa

county,

The

Both are now deceased.
passed away at the age of

Kansas.

father,

who

seventy-two year-, was reared in the faith
of the Church of England. Unto this worthy
couple were horn the following children:
John, a resident of Bennington. Kansas;
William, who died in Canada: Mafia Frise,
a resident of Michigan: James, who died at
Delphos. Kansas isaac, who passed away in
Logan township, in 1899, and was a very
prominent man in his locality: Abraham,
the subject of this review; Richard, who
was formerly a resident of Indian Terrifc r\.
and his death occurred in Kansas City. MisNicholas, who was
souri, in July, 1901
drowned at the age of eighteen years: and
Elizabeth, who died when young.
When eight years ot age Abraham Ha;

:

review, accompanied
on their emigration to Canada,

The mother was

called to her final

when forty-two years of age, and the
father survived until his seventy-ninth year,

lie was a farmer by occupation, ami both
he and his wife were protestants in their
religious views.
Ten children were born
unto this wi n'thy o mple
Hannah Dunlap,
who is deceased; Alexander; Agnes Noble,
a resident of California: Henry, of North
Dakota: Andrew, deceased: Marion: Mary
Davis John, of Maniti ha Henry, a resident
:

:

:

:

of Dakota:

Andrew, of Canada: and Susan

Hollingshead, a resident of Trempeleau,
The union of Mr. and Mrs.
Wisconsin.
Haley has been blessed with twelve children,
five .sons
and seven daughters, namely:
Nicholas J.; William Henry: Marion Zuker; Rose May La Plant, a resident of Dakota:
Hannah, deceased; Elizabeth Jane
Smith, a resident of Logan township: a babe

deceased; Susy May.

who

died at the age

months: Nettie Paulina, also a resident of Dakota John Alexander Ethel, a
prominent and successful music teacher; and
Earl Abrarh, who died at the age of nine
months. In political matters Mr. Haley exof six

:

;

ley, the subject of this

ercises his right of franchise in support of

his parents

the

and he was there reared

to

manhood,

re-

ceiving his education in the common
In earlv life he engaged in farming and lumbering.
In the vear 1870 he came to Ottawa county, Kansas, where he secured a
homestead claim, and for a time the family
made their home in a dugout. Mr. Haley
has prospered in his farming operations, and
schools.

is now the owner of four hundred and
eighty acres of fertile and well improved
land, on which he has a fine stone residence,
erected at a cost of fourteen hundred dollars, a large barn eighty-four by twenty-two

he

feet, and all necessary farm improvements.
In Canada, in 1865. occurred the marriage of Mr. Halev and Miss Marion Detwiler. and for thirty-six years she has
proved to him a faithful and loving comShe was
panion for the journey of life.
born in Waterloo townshio, Waterloo county. Canada, in 1S45. a daughter of Christian
and Marion (Campbell) Detwiler. the former a native of Canada and the latter of Scot-

men and measures of the Democracy,
and of the Lutheran church he is a zealous
and faithful member.

FRANCIS

C.

DRAKE.

F. C. Drake, superintendent of the Ottawa county poor farm, has been a resident
of this localitv for twentv-nine years, and
during this long period he has ever borne
his part in the work of improvement and development which has here taken place. He
is well qualified for the position which he
is now filling, and Ottawa county numbers
him am> >ng her leading and loyal citizens.
A native son of the Sunflower state. Mr.
Drake was born in Miami county forty-one

years ago. a son. of Abraham Drake, who
was a native of Pennsvlvania. The latter
was reared and educated in the state of his
nativity, and there married Paulina ThompAfter their
son, a native of New York.
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marriage they made their way to Clinton
iwa, and after a residence there
two years the) took up their abode in
Miami county, Kansas. The year [872 wit[1

of

nessed their arrival

in

Ottawa county,

[881, at the age of sixty-thi
the

memorable

conflict

1

between the

north ami the south he became a member of
Ebmpany C, Twelfth Kansas Infantry, servbrave and loyal soldier for three
year-.
His military career, however, so un-

dermined

his constitution that he never fully

He was recognized as
and influential farmer of the localis wid< >w
ities in which he made his he ime.
survived him for seven vears, having been
called to the home beyond in 1888, when fifrecovered his health.

a leading

1

their man) years of wedded life she has
ever proved to her husband a loving
panion and helpmate. She is a daughter of
Clark Smith, an ex-soldier of the Civil war

locat-

ing on a farm near Bennington, where the
father spent his remaining days.

away in
puring

917

1

ty-nine years of age. leaving three children:
Alice Cartright, of Miami count}-. Kansas;

l

tawa county,

U

nningti n township,

married Emily

lie

Ri se,

1

>t-

who

passed away in death in iqoo.
F< w: children have blessed the marriage of our subject and wife, namely:
Harry Clark. Mary
Melissa, William
and Nanc) Emily. The
Republican party receives
Mr.
Drake's
hearty support and co-operation, and both
he and his wife are members of the Evangelical Association.
Mr. Drake's life record is one which will bear the closest inves(

'.

and he commands the respeel of
He is a gentleman of upright purpose,
of fidelity to principle, of pleasant manner
and social disposition, and these qualities
tigation,
all.

have gained him many

friends.

C. the subject of this review; and
Samuel. The parents were members of the
prancis

CHARLES SETTLE.

United Brethren church, and both were
lcved and esteemed for their many estimable traits of character.
F. C. Drake was reared to manhood on a
Kansas farm, and the educational privileges
which he enjoyed in his youth were those
afforded by the public schools of his neigh1.
Since 1872 he has been a resident
Ottawa county, and during his long residence here lie has becomje widely and favorably known. During the years of [887-8
he assisted his mother in the conduct of the
county poor farm, and since March 1. 1901.
he has had entire charge of that institution.
The farm is located four miles south of
Minneapolis and contains one hundred and
sixty acres of land.
The main building is
twenty-rive by fifty feet, and is always kept
in a neat and comfortable condition, while
the tahle is always abundantly supplied with
plenty of good, clean food. Mr. Drake's res-

Prominently identified with the best interests of
Richland township, Kingman
county. Kansas, is Charles Settle, a resident of section 20. and is an old settler of
this state.
In i88<; he came hither and was

Washington county, where

h<>rh

the

of

he resided for eight years.

idence
cated

is

a

seven-room dwelling, and is lothe main building.

some distance from

At the present time there are nine inmates
on the farm.
At the age of twenty-eight years Mr.
Drake was united in marriage with Mi-s
-smith, a native of Ohio, and during
;

first settler in

More

attractive

conditions prevailing farther westward, he
then .moved to Phillips county, hut three
years later, in 1894. he came to Kingman
county, which has been his home since that
date.

The birth of Charles Settle occurred in
town of Union Star. DeKalb county,
Missouri, in 1861, and he is a son of J. C.

the

and Martha

was

a very

Smith
Settle.
The former
prominent stockmanof that lo1

)

an ex-soldier of the Mexican war and
a leading citizen in his town for many years.
His birth occurred in Kentucky, his ancestry being among the most honorable in the
"Blue Grass" state. There he married Martha Smith, who was a member of one of the
leading families of Tennessee, and they
reared a family of eight children:
Benjamin, who resides in Missouri; T. C. who is
cality,
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a resident of Richland township Charles,
of this biograohy; C. E., also of Richland
township; William E., who resides in
Ninnescah township; Emma Dine, who lives
in Missouri; Alary Rice; and Sara Cooper.
The father died in this county at the age
of sixty-nine years, and the mother at the
age of sixty-eight, in Kingman county.
They were people who lived sober and virtuous lives and reared their children to industrious habits and instilled into them those
principles which would enable them to meet
any demands in the future, with self respect and esteem of others. In politics J. C.
Settle was a Democrat, and both he and
wife were members of the Methodist church.
Thev were good and estimable people who
had a wide circle of friends.
Charles Settle was reared on his father's
;

and Mrs. Settle:. Adua. who has
reached the age of sixteen, and Clayton, who
twelve years of age, both bright, intelligent young people, who take an interest in
Mr.
is

the advancement of Kansas and promise to
become worthy representatives of an honorable Kingman county family.
The wonderful development of Kansas
through the seventeen years of Mr. Settle's

residence in the state, is almost beyond belief, and he has done his full share in all
enterprises.
He is a very
popular citizen, his personal qualities gaining him the esteem and confidence of a large
circle of friends. Although he is a stanch
Rqjublican, he is no aspirant for political
honors, finding his greatest pleasure in the
operation of his large estate and the com-

public-spirited

forts of his

Although his educational opstock farm.
portunities were not very extensive, subsequent association with the world and close
with public enterprises have
connection

made

of Air.

well informed

home.

JACOB GEISEX.

and
man. thoroughly representa-

Settle a very intelligent

tive of his locality.

In 1883 he crossed the

border from Missouri and settled in Washington county, Kansas, as mentioned above,
but later went to Phillips county and still
later came to Kingman county, which has
His
retained him as a citizen ever since.
holdings here comprise four hundred acres
of land, which are especially adapted both
to the growing of wheat and corn and to
Mr. Settle
the profitable raising: of stock.
has a herd of one hundred and fifty head
found in
to
be
cattle
finest
of some of the
the township, and has proved, by his success,
that the training in the stock business, in
his youth, well prepared him for his pres-

ent activitv.
The marriag-e of Charles Settle was in
1884, to Miss Mary Klonchest, a most esti-

mable lady of many housewifely accomplishments and high Christian character, who has
been a helpful wife and a devoted mother.
She was born in Iowa, but was reared and
educated in Missouri, and a daughter of
Frank and Man- Klonchest. the former of
whom died in Iowa, and the latter in Missouri.
Two children have been born to

The

old

and

Garfield township.
whose name is the

prominent

resident

of

Ottawa county, Kansas,
title of this article, and

whose postoffice address is Minneapolis, has
been a citizen of Kansas, state and territory,
for almost half a century, and may be acWhen he
countel a pioneer of pioneers.
came to Kansas in 1854 it was a new. wild
land, inhabited by Indians, wolves and buffaloes

;

it

was

a scene of terrible local strife,

which made life and property unsafe and it
gave little promise of the greatness to which
has attained as a state. Central Kansas,
which has become to be known as the "Garden of Eden" of the central west, was then
embraced in a district known as the great
American desert.
Jacob Geisen was born on the river Rhine
in Prussia. October n,
1831, a son of
Michael and Enne Graf) Geisen, both of
whom were born and reared in Prussia. His
father died at the age of seventy-three, his
mother at the age of eighty. They had
sons named Jacob, Michael. Godfrey. John
and Frank. Frank was an early settler at
Leavenworth, Kansas, where he located in
1S49, having left his native land on account
it

(
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of the revolution of [848. Jacob Geisen attended school in Prussia until he was four
leen years old, and after that was engaged
in farm work until he was ;u e
old and he came to the United States on
sailing vessel which landed at
.1

Hew Orleans after a voyage of sixty-two
He came up the Mississippi and MisBays.
souri rivers to St.

in

county,

Platte

to

mained

a

little

ber of the

From

while.

Platte county,

Leavenworth. Kansas,
entered a homestead on govern-

[854, he

where lie
ment land.

Louis, and went thence
Missouri, where he re-

went

to

During the
Kansas state

Civil war. as a
militia,

mem-

he did active

He
in preserving- law and order.
participating in the battle of Westport,
He
Missouri, at the time of Price's raid.
located in Ottawa county in 1865, and was
valSolomon
settlers
in
the
early
one of the
lev. where he took up a homestead and enservice

as

owner, which
ownership of one
has developed into
acres.
His home farm is one of
the best in the county and he is one of the
post successful farmers and stock raisers in
tered

upon

member
at

1

f

her parents' household'.

J<

hn

M \ months.
Mr. Geisen is independent,

re-

the age of

In politics

serving the right to vote for such candidates
as he considers best lined

for the offices

to

which they aspire. He is liberal in his religious views and is a member of.Minneapols
Lodge, X.
[43, A. F. & A. M., of Minneapolis, and is one of those Master Masons
who has a reputation of striving to live up
.

to the teachings of the order.

and hospitable, he

is

Jovial, genial

one of the most popu-

of his township, and not the
least charming of his personal attribute's are
some quaint mannerisms which suggest his
German origin. In 1N04 he made a brief
visit to his native land.

lar

citizens

AMOS A. SPEAR.

a career as a land
his

1

his

a

died

part of the state.

At the age of twenty-six Mr. Geisen was
married in Leavenworth county. Kansas, to
Mi" Anna Linke. who was born in Wurjemberg, Germany, and was brought to all
United States by her parents, who after living n>r a time in Indiana removed to SpringMrs.
field. Illinois, where her father died.
settled
Saline
in
peisen's mother, who
county. Kansas, in 1858, and founded a
prairie In 'me with Indians and wild beasts
as her neighbors, was the first white woman
who lived in that county. She died at MinOttawa county. Mrs. Geisen has
borne her husband six children, concerning
win m the following information will be of
interest.
Nettie married Millard Robertson. of Lincoln Center. Kansas.
Louisa
.married John Poage. of Ottawa county. Albert married Lorena Wormsley, who has
borne him one daughter, named Ella, and a
sen. Rolla, the latter living

on

his father's

Caroline married Rudolph
'Rehberv, of Garfield township.
Mary is
old homestead.

The prominent farmer of Concord tow nship, Ottawa county. Kansas, whose name is
above and whose postoffice address is Minneapolis, Kansas, has been a resident of the
count\- since 1883 and has become known as
a successful and patriotic citizen.
Amos A. Spear was born in Clark county, Indiana, April q, 1832, a son of Ephraim
and a grandson of Samuel Spear, both natives of Virginia and descended from Irish

ancestry, noted for their industry, honestv

and patriotism.

Ephraim removed

to In-

diana while a voting man and there married
Mary Mjathews, a daughter of Edward MaHe lived
thews, who was of Welsh descent.
successively in Clark. Jennings and Scott
counties. Indiana, and died in 1857, at the
age of forty-nine years, leaving a widow and
At one time
a goodly family of children.
ten of his children were living, but only
three survived him. one of these being the
subject of this sketch. Asbury lives in Lincoln county, Kansas, and Malinda lives in
Cloud county, this state.
James, Phoebe
Elizabeth. Samuel Edward. Elias. William
and Charles W. are dead and others died
young. Three of his sons were soldiers in
the Federal service in the Civil war.

Sam-
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who died at Chattanooga: William, who
died fifteen years after the close of the war;
and Charles W., who served three years as a
soldier and died soon after his return home.
Asbury served three years in the regular
army of the United States. The mother of

uel.

these children was horn June 30. 1807, and
died June 4. 1872. The father was a farmer,

was

a

wife were

Whig

in politics,

members

and he and his

of the Methodist Episco-

pal church.

Amos

A. Spear was reared on his fain Indiana and educated in the

farm

ther's

and two

sons. Crim O. and Ross Lee
Thompson. Crim O. is married and has a
daughter named Cora Fay. and Ross Lee
in
Ottawa
is also married, and both live
count)', Kansas.
Mr. Spear is a genial man

and has many friends. He is a prominent
and influential Repuhlican and a member of
the Methodist Episcopal church at Minneapolis. Kansas.
His public spirit is such'
that he may he safely counted upon to assist.
to the extent of his ability all measures having for their object the best advancement of
the interests of his township and county.

At the age
of twenty-two he married Amanda Wilson,
Indiana,
county,
Jefferson
who was horn in
public schools near his home.

Caotney)
a daughter of Jesse M. and Mary
Wilson, both natives of Kentucky. Mr. and
dying
latter
the
dead,
both
Mrs. Wilson are
To them were born
at the age of forty.
Margaret;
twelve children, as follows:
Martha, who became Mrs. Whitsett; Severe;
Amanda, who became Mrs. Soear; Emily,
who became Mrs. Thorn: Xantippy, who be-

SILAS MAPLE.

(

came Mrs. McCartney: Foster; Columbus;
Rilev Finley Ashby K. and Culver. The
;

;

;

mentioned died in infancy. Mrs. Spear's
father died at the age of seventy he was a
successful farmer and an influential Repub-

last

;

lican.

For

a time after their

marriage Mr. and

Mrs. Spear lived in Scott county. Indiana.
In 1856 they went to Gentry county, Missouri, and after a brief residence there they
returned to Indiana, where they remained
They then went to Appleton
until 1880.
where
City, Saint Clair county, Missouri,
to
they lived until 1883, when they came
Ottawa county, Kansas. Mr. Spear then
his
dollars
hundred
bought for twenty-even
present fine farm of one hundred and sixty
ample
acres, on which is a good house,
barns and all needed outbuildings and a

wind pump and

all

other necessary appli-

owner also of a fine farm
of one hundred and sixty acres near Silvia,
which he devotes to
Kansas,
Reno county,

ances.

He

is

the

Mr. and Mrs. Spear have a
grain raising.
daughter. Mary Alice, who is the wife of

George W. Thompson and

lives five miles

south of Delphos, Ottawa county, Kansas,

Among

prominent old settlers of
Richland township, whose well cultivated
and productive farm is located in the vicinity of Basil, Kansas, is Silas Maple, one
of the most progressive men of central KanSince 1873 this state has been his
sas.
home, and he has done his full share toward
the

the great commonwealth it is.
Maple was born in Jackson county,
Indiana, sixty-six years ago, and he is a
son of John and Ehza (MacHurin) Maple,
the former of whom was born in Ohio, and
the latter in Jackson county, Indiana. Both

making

it

Silas

parents passed out of life in Indiana, the
father dying from the effects of an accident, a tree having fallen upon him, the
1

surviving until December. 1846.
Their family consisted of six children, the
William, who was a solsurvivors being:
dier in the Civil war: Martin, who was a

mother

war and now resides in
Texas; John, who lives in Arkansas, served
during the Civil war in the Confederate
army; Lunsford, who lives in Texas: Suas,
of this sketch: and Austin, who also served
soldier in the Civil

in the Civil

war.

father of Silas Maple was a farmer
and he reared his sons to agricultural pursuits, all of them becoming very successful
men in that line of work. The home life of

The

Silas
!,,

nesl

Maple encouraged upright living and
industry, but the mother died when

j3?aJ?oc>

*&&y^&
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was

pilas

i

tv

>nl)

(
'

e

\

i

ars

i

The edu

>ld.

united in marriage to Sophia Bussinger,
itimable w< man. who has been his

voi-

rational advantages afforded in the locality
won.' limited, and the youth never enjoyed
\t the
much schi ol life as he desired.
outbreak of the Civil war the spirit of patriotism invaded this little farming community, and ami rig those who lefl their fields
*e of ci untry and flag were
Silas Maple enli
pf John Maple.
[862, in Company C. Eighty-fifth Indiana
«
Infantry, and with his regimenl
to many of the serious and hard-fought batWith his regiment he was
the war.
pne of the brave soldiers who faced almost
certain death at Missii nary Ridge, and was
with the army under Genera] Hooker at

as

I

Lookout Mountain, where our subject wain the charge which took the heights, and
there the) fought for thirty days, holding
The regiment
the yap during all this lime.
was then transferred to Genera] Sherman's
command, and Mr. Maple was present at the
Battle of Resaca, where they were under lire
from no, mi until dark. At the battle of 'each
ap the regiment charged four lines
deep, hut after a heavy loss they were reThe regiment also participated in
pulsed.
Ibe battle of Marietta. Gei rgia. from whence
they were driven to Atlanta, where
r six
days they were in constant battle, and after
that engagement Mr. Maple was confined in
the hospital
r two mouth- and fn m that
I

Ei

f.

pne

until the

-cut
his

command

Ik

following spring- he was in a
-pii.il. after which he joined

at

Goldsb

ro.

From

that nlace

they were sent to

Richmond, Virginia, thence
on to Washington. 1). ('.. where he was accorded a prominent place in the grand review in that city.
While serving with his
command in Kentucky and while under detail to drive a mule team, he was kicked by
One of the mules, and two weeks thereafter
was confined
ville.

tion

in a h< spital.

While

at

Nash-

Tennessee, while on a forage expediarmy, with eleven hundred and

for the

nineteen privates and many officers lie was
captured and fi r a time was incarcerated in

Lihhv

I'risc n.

soldier entitles

In

Mr. Maple'- reo rd
him to high regard.

a-

a

1866. in Sullivan county, Indiana, he

and capable helpmate thr
these

years.

I

came

parents

[er

to

Reno

Kansas, and there the) S]
remainder of their lives.
Her three brothers, Martin. James and Henry, were all soldiers in the Civil war. and all came to Kansas in [873.
Martin was a member of Cornpan) K. Eighty-fifth Indiana Infantry, and
served throughout the entire Struggle, and
his brother, Henry, died at Andersonville
county.

Prison.

Ah-

nit

[873 Mr. Maple also decided

locate in Kansas.

1

Many

of the old soldiers
had taken up claim- in the rich new lands

th(
pened for settlement, and in his choice
of a homestead our subject was ver) fortunate, for on his land i- an abundance of
pure water, its source being the Sweetwater
ii

1

creek, a never-failing stream,

and Mr. Maple

has utilized this natural feature of his land
by turning his attention to stock-raising to
considerable extent, while his land i- so
managed and lias been so carefully
tilled that it has no equal in productiveness
in the township.
.Mr. Maple has one huna

well

dred and sixty acres, and his line home,
which cost twelve hundred dollars, hi- flourishing orchards, his

commodious

barns, his

groves and flowering shrubs, tend
make
this Kansas home one of th t most desirable
sp its 111 the county.
Mr. Maple has been a hard-working and
tii nomical as well a- most intelligent farmer.
With the assistance of his
has accomplished wonders in a comparat.

-

tively
siix

short time.

I

lis

family consists of

children, as follows:

William,

who

is

now

a prominent farmer of this township, is
located on a fine farm
f two hundred and
forty acres; John, who assists his father on
the homestead; Sadie, who is a successful
1

and popular teacher in the public schoi !- f
Emporia, Kansas; Mary, who married F.
Grice, and now resides
n the homestead
farm, was also a successful teacher in this
county Eva, who is the capahle homi
keeper, and Emma, who is a student at EmAll of the children have
poria, Kansas.
1

1

;

,
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been given excellent educational advantages,

and

upon their parents.
Mr. Maple first located in Kansas
he found plenty of buffalo, and hunting
along Sweetwater creek was excellent.
Perhaps no change in the country is mure
noticeable than the growth in educational
opportunities, and in this line Mrs. Maple
has always taken a profound interest, serving on the school board for years and doing
all in her power to advance the cause, the
result being an intelligent and progressive
locality.
Both he and his wife are members of the Christian church, and the family
reflect credit

When

,

has been reared
is

a

member

in that faith.

In politics he

of the Republican party.

ROBERT W. SMITH.
Robert W. Smith of Cloud county. Kansas, is one of the oldest settlers in this part
of the state, having been identified with the
county since 1865, and is one of the most

prominent citizens and extensive farmers
and stock-raisers of this section f the country.
He is a native of Kentucky, his birth
having taken place in that state on the 13th
of April. [841, his parents being Alexander
His father
Smith.
Stout
and Margaret
was the grandson of a noted Presbyterian
minister of Pennsylvania, named William
Smith, and was a farmer and boat-builder,
1

(

)

following the latter vocation in

Kentucky

on the Ohio river. The mother of our subject was a native of Ohio, her parents emigrating from Scotland to that state, and her
father. Captain Isaac Stout, was captain of
an Ohio regiment in the war of 1812.

The

parents

from Kentucky
nt

our subject emigrated
Missouri in 1X57 and in
Kansas, lo-

of
to

to Mitchell county.

cating a claim on Brown creek, and were
The first
the first settlers in the county.
year after their arrival there the Indians
were friendly and camped near by, but then
the Cheyennes. Arapahoes and Si> ux Indians became hostile over the building of the
railroads,

the encroachment of the settlers

and the consequent driving away of the buf-

and other wild game, and they ordered
Mr. Smith to leave.
He paid no attention
demand until they had killed Belle
is, the Marshall Bri thers and young
Thompson. He then with his sons,
A. C. and John; toi k the family to a place
two miles southwest f Delphos. where they
falo

to their

I

1

n \\ hal is m w the Th mas Bennett
farm and there prepared winter quarters for
them, and Robert Smith, a nephew and a
brother went to Ashville where a militia
was being fi rmed among the settlers for
their protectii n.
On tie occasion Alexander Smith and his son, A. C. Smith, were
plowing near a haystack about a quarter of
a mile from the house, when the savages
rode up from behind and shot them down.
In. son was shot in the back and the father
was shot thn ugh the shi ulder near the lung,
while a spear knocked his front teeth out
and passing through hi- mouth came out at
the side
t his neck.
1 he women saw them
fall, raised the alarm and ran to the river,
wading the stream that the Indians might
not track them, while the two wounded men
lay ail night in the brush where they had
1

1

dragged themselves. Ri bert Smith arrived
upon the scene the next morning and beheld a

sight

too

horrible

to

contemplate.

His brother's dead body was discovered in
the river, where he had probably gone to
get water to quench his feverish thirst produced by his wound,
st hi- balance, fainted
and was drowned.
His body was not recovered from the water until two day- later.
li

The

father was still living, but died at ten
o'clock that morning.
The women hid in
the underbrush by the river while the de-

mons

destri ved their home, ripping up fourfeather bed- and scattering their contents to
the four winds.
The family had laid in a
winter supph of provisions, coffee. sugar

and three barrel- f molasses and flour. The
Indians took what coffee and sugar they
could and mixed the other articles with the
feathers fr< m the bed- inti one conglomerate mass.
On this raid they took captive
1

Mrs. Morgan and Mrs. White and killed
John Andrews and Peter Carries. The following June they killed a man named
Dyer and a neighbi r named Wier. They

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
After

were getti
when, within

923

le;

1

my

Mr. Smith went
and after a few

:

I

inent.

miles

•

'865,

7

f

n

11

i

1

ne. but the
r.r

1

The m<

ther

the

state,

the

hut in April,
visil

[861,
bri

er

nts

Mill

ing

ken

ming

Kentucky

1

.

rs.

gag

but

He

Spei

<

Fry, for

S

participated in thirteen en-

and skirmishes, among them beSprings, Kentucky, the second

en years.

S ege

f

1

\tlau-

and mini r engagements. He was in McEook's raid, where he experienced many
ery heavily in killed, wounded and captured.
Comto hold a
ut daylight the Confederates
caire up. .11 them, lint were driven hack.

ta

pardships, and the reg

ever, but were again
The}" then went further down the
ptream and were n in possessii n of the
rridge. Mr. Smith being one
f the seven-

repulsed.

1

1

10

made

company were
rest

taken

Four of

his

wounded and

the

their escape.

nine

killed,

Mr.

prisoners.

Smith
,\

as wi

cut

unded

his

of In rses, a
year his
horses were captured by the redskins, and
ii

Then having nothing

died.

the

Railroad, which was being constructed at
le r< tun
d
time near Vbilerae.
homestead in December, [866, .and was
married to Miss Ann fendei
>hio, who came to Kansas in early pioof
neer days of that state, in (866, with her
.Ah rri
parents. James and Sarah
dershi tt.
The marriage f Mr. and, Mrs.
Smith was blessed with eleven children,
I

<

t

1

li

li

three vears.

serving

thr

in

the

ing,

:

Frank Wiley, born March in. [870, married Miss Marethea Garten and livi
farm adjoining his father's: America, born
March 5, 1872, became the wife
Lynch, a farmer living in Oklahoma, and
they have one child. Ernest: Minnie Myrtle.
born May 5, 1873, became the wife of William Jones, a farmer of Ottawa county, and
they have two children. Esther and Lucy:
1

Alexander,

rn

b<

home and

is

er

17.

interested

in

>ct<

I

1

[875, lives at
farmii

Lerov, born May 31. 1877,
lelphos high sc
E
in.
k a year'- C
the WeSr
leyan College, at Saline, and a tw
stock-raising;

1

1

A

to.

at

poria,

Ah

Kansas.

n25,

1

in

They

infancy.

tha Ellen

born March

to,

1892.

The

educated

After

Union

nd four-

E

ust

a

•he
nly daughter
Archie, born Februan

1

the post of duty,

1

1

-

at

this

£

1

1

in

theQiattahoochee
\am the stream, though suffering
inger and fatigue, having been in
without
d with very fe\
after befourteen days they reached the lines,
at Marietta.
At the
fkamauga
he was wounded in the right hand, hut he
rave ami
yal soldier, alw;

the hand, but they reached

army

aft

di illars

Say's battle of Shiloh, Tullahoma, Chickage,

which

in

ait.

fi

fourte< n

thai

frit

war having

Civil

ec

niembe

had

le

1

latter

ere,

Infantry

f

1

dug

ke a

he continued to live

in

returned to Kentucky to

a

1

M

and proci

Smith, the subject f this reeducated in Kentucky am! Mis[857 m< ved to Carr

ami

"i"

killing

n,

W.

is

ty.

all

ami

Mills

tin

subject died in

Robert

in

fled

it

<

souri,

They

rganized.
leaving tlic
fi
Ilowed

•ntly
s,

alley

\

stead

the

Ly

ns,

children have
in

I

u

VI r. Smith retui
and began raising corn, cattle and
tn
[872 he received one hundred
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dollars additic nal bounty,

which he invested

twenty-five calves, and when they were
two years old he sold them and with the

in

proceeds bought fifty more calves, which he
sold after two years and b« night one hundred
mi re.
He raised enough corn to feed his
cattle and hogs and shipped them to the
markets, getting good prices for them,
which enabled him to buy more land and
cattle.
He now owns twelve hundred and
forty acres of land in Cloud and Ottawa
counties and engages in diversified farming.
raising wheat, corn and alfalfa. He has over
one thousand acres under cultivation, and
was one of the first farmers to introduce

He

the raising of alfalfa in this vicinity.

has a hue herd of cattle
seventy-five

head

—

— one

hundred and
Herefords,

principally

and formerly was largely interested in the
raising and shipping of hog's, cattle, horses
and mules. Mr. Smith and his family lived
tit
r a number of years, then
two-room log house, which still remains an old landmark of pioneer days. In

in

a

dug.

f<

built a

1893 he

built

a

magnificent

residence

of

eleven rooms on the banks of the Si lornon
river, ci mmanding a view for miles around.

Post. No. nil. G. A. R.. of Delphos.
Mr.
Smith's only living brother, John Smith, is
a fanner and stock-raiser, living in Beloit,
and is one of the first settlers of Mitchell
county, Kansas.
Mr. Smith of this reviewis a man of strong character and determined

purp

-e.

energetic, enterprising, faithful in

all the relations
f life and commands the
confidence and respect of all with whom he
is a-s, ciated.
He has witnessed the changes
and progress this county has made from a
sandy desert, where the Indians and buffalo
1

roamed

will and where he applied for
from General VY. T. Sherman in
commanding the United States'
army. His reply was that the settlement was
one hundred miles too far west and the
country was only fit for Indians and buffalo, but now it is the most beautiful and
productive fanning and stock-raising country in the United States, with fine houses
and barns on nearly every quarter section
and the schoolhouses and churches will
compare with any state in the Union and
with the telephone system and free mail deat

pri tection

1866, then

;

livery at nearly every

house the family are

contented and happy.

This stately country place with its barns,
sheds, and
rchard, windmills and

cattle

1

picturesque location would

elicit

expr<

ssi<

JOHN

ns

It
f admiratii n from the most fastidious.
required years of anxious watchfulness and
warfare to secure this western homestead,
but peace finally prevailed after much suffering and privation and this beautiful home

R.

CIRCLE.

1

is the result.
Mr. Smith, being a Kentuckian by birth, gives to his wide circle
f
acquaintances and friends the characteristic
1

welcome and

gracii us

b

spitality

1

E

a

south-

ern gentleman.

Mr. Smith is
Republican and was the first com-

In his political affiliations
a stanch

missioner of Cloud county, in 1866, when

towns of Delphos and Beloit were not
thought of nor Minneapolis named.
and the settlers were so few that he knew
every one between Solomon City and the
head of the Solomon river in 1870.
Socially he is connected with the Knights of
Pythias, being a member of Delphos Lodge,
and he is also commander of Wilderness
the

even

Kansas is pre-eminently an agricultural
state and furnishes to the country a large
amount of farm products. Mr. Circle is
numbered among those who are following
farming with good success in Barber county, his home being on section 12, Moore
township.
He owns twenty-two hundred
and forty acres of land and his stock comprises large herds.
For almost twenty years
he has resided in this county, having arrived in 1884.
His birth occurred 10 I: utourt county. Virginia, fifty-three years ago,
and he represents an old southern family

highly esteemed for the possession of upHis father. Daniel Circle,
was also a native of Botetourt county, and
the grandfather. John L. Circle, was a - 1right qualities.

war of 18 12. The family ancescan be traced still further
Representatives of the name came

dier of the
try,

back.

however,

HISTORY.

BIOCR.irillC.il,

Irom Germany to America.
land the

name was

In the

father-

spelled Zirkle, but in this

lountn thei rthography was 'change*
1

laniel Circle, the father

the

<

f

i

ut

Ipon a farm in the >ld Di minion and when
lie had arrived at adult age he s» ughl as
r life's journey,
tompanion and helpmate
Miss Julia Alphine, who was born in RockBridge county, Virginia, a daughter of RichUphine, who represented a prominent and distinguished familj of the Old
(

.1

f<

b rn unfc
Daniel and Julia Circle, namely: John RichIrdson, of this review: Mrs. Martha Tayiklahoma and Viola, who is now deh ere

ildren

;

1

the wife and
f
After the death
father was again married, his
union heing with Ellen Williams.
who was born in Scotland and with her parent- crossed the Atlantic to the new world,
the family establishing a home in Virginia.
Five children were b rn of the second marsed

Me married

war.

Civil

1

days of his boyhood and youth

....

during the

Williams and they
Elisebuth
children. Mad< ra and
)ove.

had

The

1

the

Andrew L., of Oklahoma: Duncan
M.. a prominent cattle man f Barber o unty: Lillie, who is living in W< ods county,
Oklahoma: David, of Washington; and
William H., who lives in Alva. Oklahoma.
The father died in West Virginia at the age
Throughout his businine years.
er he had carried on farming and
Stock-raising and was a man of energy and
industry.
His political suppi rt was given
the Democracy and he served for two or
three years in the Civil war. His wid >w still
survives him and makes her home at the
present time in Barber county, Kansas.
John R. Circle, of this review, first
opened his eyes to the light of d;i
19th of December. 1848, on the old Virginian farm where he was reared, early beo mSng familiar with all the duties at
1

cle

the mother

is

of

six

children:

Scott,

who married

a Miss Sander- and has two
and now resides in Oklahoma;
and Daniel, Quincy, Villa. Ottie and Fay, at
home.
In the year
[884 Mr. Circle came to
E
one
Barber county and secured a tract
hundred acre- of Indian land. He has since
added to hi- possessions until his landed
now- aggregates more than twentytwo hundred acres, of which three hundred
and fifty acre? is planted to wheat. He has
also leased four hundred acre- which 1- also
planted to wheat, and he is numbered among
the largest wheat producers in this portion
His stock raising interests are
of the state.
also extensive.
He breeds a high grade of
Hereford cattle and has large drove-, inannual shipments being extensive and bringing to him good profit.
His farm is improved with all modern equipments and ac-

children,

1

In the rear of his pleasai

cessories.
is

barn and other necessarj outbuildHe
sti ck.
E grain and
ering eight acre- and an orEverything ab
-ix acres.
neat and thrifty in appearance and

a large

ings

place

the shelter

r

i<

is

>

indicates his careful supervision. His

farming and stock-raising are prolain rs have brought to him

gressive and his
very gratifying
':

success.

Throughout

ti

the

home was near

lot

of the agriculturist.

Clifti n

Fi

1

tory he well

deserves honorable mention.

Hi-

g

RICHARD

remained until after his marriage, which ocwhen he was twenty-seven

R.

TRUESDELL.

curred
fee.

He wedded Madora

Cutlip,

who was

born in Greenbrier o unty, Virginia, and
red and educated there.
Her father.
John Cutlip. was a soldier in the Union

his

he has been a supporter of the

Denn cracy. As a citizen he is wide-awake
and enterprising and he has firm faith i;i
him
Barber ci unty numbers
Kansas.
•- valued residents and in its his-

1

that fall

twi
latter

married U. 0. Case and now lives in Wellington, Sumner countw Kansas.
Mrs. Cir-

>rm.

fcpenl

arm)

With

the building interesl

Richard Ransom Truesdell
connected.
tor.

He

and manv

is

is

a carpenter

and
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of the

town stand

as

monuments

to his

skill,

enterprise and business ability.
He was
horn in Steuben, Oneida county, New York,
February 18, 1832!
His lather, Cyrus
Pearl Truesdell, was born in the township of
Butternuts, in Otsego count}', Xew York,
July 10, 1805, and the grandfather. Ransom
Truesdell, was a native of Massachusetts,
but traveled to Gilbertsville, Xew York, on
horseback with his wife behind him on the
same animal.
.Mrs.
Truesdell bore the
maiden name of Sarah Abiah George. They
made the journey about 1790, and in
their new home became identified with
farming interests.
They were Orthodox
church members and brought up their
children
in
the
fear
and admonition
of the Lord.
They reared a family of
seven sons and daughters and lost one
child.
Harvey Truesdell went to LaPorte. Indiana, and is still living there, but
the other members of the family have passed
away.
The grandfather of our subject
served in the war of 18 12. and died at the
ripe old age of eighty-eight years.
A few
sad and lonely wars were passed by his
wife before -he. too, was called to her final
rest, passing away on the old homestead
farm, which since the death of the parents
SC Id.

Arriving at years of maturity Cyrus P.
Truesdell married Miss Miranda Piatt.
rents were natives of England, and
after crossing the Atlantic to the

took
ci

up

unty,

new

\x<

rid

abode in Steuben, Oneida
York. There the father f our

their

Xew

1

subject learned the carpenter's trade, and
there in the year 1825 he was married. After
several years he removed with his family to

New York, where his wife
being survived by four of five
Bera Ann, win
the wife of Charles Paddock, and removed
to Whiteside county, Illinois, where she
died, leaving two children:
Kin da Amanda, the wife
f
Jen me B. 1'- tter, -1 Sauk
county, Wisconsin, a man of prominence in
Westernville,

•died in 1S61,

children, namely:

.

and
Richard Ransom of
political circles

in

railroad enterprises;

this

review: Emily Al-

mira. the wife of John Paddock, who died
at Gilbertsville, Xew York, in 1890.
After

first wife the. father was
again married, and his death occurred in

the death of his

1889.

Richard R. Truesdell, whose name

intro-

duces this sketch, received a very meager,
c

.

j

:

1

i

l

<

educatii n.

n-scl

worked

lie

early and late in his youth, providing for
his own support En
the time he was fifteen
years of :.ge.
He secured a situation as a

m

farm hand and afterward learned the carWesternville. Xew York.
He has followed that pursuit throughout his
entire business career, save when in September, 1862, he responded to the country's call
penter's trade at

for troops to aid in crushing out the rebellion,

Third

Rome, Xew York,

enlisting at

Xew York

the

in

Artillery, light battery,

H.

He

served for nearly three years and at the
close of the war was discharged, in July.
1865. He was three times slightly wounded
and is now given a pension of six dollars a
month, as a compensation to him for the sufferings he sustained.
When the war was over Mr. Truesdell
He had
returned to In- In me and family.

been miarried on the 3d of July. S 5 5 to
Miss Fannie Wheelock, of Oneida county.
Xew York, who was b rn December 23,
1N30. a daughter f Phillip and Phebe Fuller) Wheelock.
Mr. and Mrs. Truesdell
began their domestic life in the Empire
state, residing in Oneida county until 1X07,
\hen they removed to Butternuts township,
Otsego comity, locating upon the grandfather's
farm, where they remained until
1873. when they came to Kansas, settling at
Sterling.
Mr. Truesdell arrived in February, of that year, and in May, 1874. he was
joined by his wife and children. In December, 1876, he established his shop and has
since been a leading contractor and builder
1

.

1

1

His work includes more than
one-half of the brick work that has
He. has his shop
ecuted since his arrival.
Iway and it is equipped with a good
engine and a variety of machines and lathes,
at this place.

undation
which are placed up:
and finely adjusted, enabling him to
One of his - ns,
splendid workmanship.
1

Harvey
very

L.

Truesdell.

superior

i-

mechanic,

recognized
possessing

as

a

rare
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where he remained
which time he

1

he was twenty-one,

until

at
-

residence

int

and Eighth

at the c

and Mrs. Tr
six children, namely:
E. llenshaw.
1

rith

is

tv

-

vi

me and

hi

ti

[868

In

ica.

fatewell

streets.

'.he

1

friend-

i

land ami

in th;
ths,

Ellen,

h

wife of Sylvanus T. Stubbs, by whom
las three children
Harvey, who is mar-

emi-

Iter
1

fowa, safely reaching Keokuk,

working

sequently

various

in

sub-

localities,

:

aud has two

and

>ns

si

tv

:

man

g

attainments.

of

scholarly

at

in the

ighteen
In

1

teacher.

views Mr. Truesdell is a stalRepublican, having n ted for the men
c f the party since casting his
I

measures

win

all

l'.\

kn

higl

dim

1

.

him

>\\

his faithfulness in

1

la-

is

his

f

lie

1856.

in

e.

held in

fidelity

meeting

to purchase

time he was employed near \\v n. [llinois;
for a period he worked in Rock
-land. Illim is, then lie returned to Keokuk, Iowa, and
I

to

obliga-

all

-

Schuy-

in

named locality he married
Ri yer, who was born, reared

Miss Mary E.
and educated,

in

Illinois,

whose ad-

a lady

mirable qualities have
to her husband and children but ali
with whom she has become acquainted. To
her economy and wise and excellent methdue fir the sucich has attendi
tnd's ef1

forts.

To Mr. and Mrs

dren have
ing five sturd;
viz.
Aaron and
n >is, and Leslie,
in Kan-a-.

even chil-

sun

the six

i

-

I

:

Until

AUGUST JOHNSON.

farming

n

nty, [llinois.

In this last

tastes

duated

I

gh school

emulating means with which
some Farming land. Fi

1

wife of J. 1\. Coulter,
«
residing in Parker county,
-he ha- a daughter
is, .ami by whom
Rosa, the wife of Ed M.
counand Benjamin William, who is a tall
the

.Maria,

lie

ing

in

tarn

.

1-

b

th

rn

in

n

1

the state of
Si

«

m

Elli—

'

I

II! in-

is,

farm-

ming

c

after reachin:

buted maact ivi t\

1

i

II

who

".

farmer
-hip. and a pr

ssful

is

1

ne hundred

ami sixty

raiser,

in

time until lately be ha

settlers

of

cattle

nt,

ice

which

iltural life.

and

in

its

acres,

stocking

it

farm
f
which

a

1

since

with valuable

and

recently

-

farm

sold this

for

eight thousand

which he has owned for twenty years, and
for eight thousand five hundred
farm adj. ining Kingman, which
1

'

:

!<

fl

urishing locality.

was
a

ci

untry which has supplied
this state.

tive land
to

make

he atte

in

many

In his na-

he expect< to make a d
his

permanent home there. It
hundred acres, improved with

1

three

and was taught

a

a

!

barn and

1

utbuildings, a m\

lete

fi

r

large

a first-
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Mr. Johnson is known as
one of the best farmers of the township,

class dairy farm.

tlure being very little about the science of
agriculture which has escaped his investigation.
Each section of country has been ennature with it\vn peculiar advantages, and it is only the thoughtful and
\

i

thorough fanner who is able
pn perttes c f the different

t':<-

to adapt each to cause

it

to

to understand
soils and how
produce to its

Mr. Johnson has

also

made

a success of

and he

the breeding and feeding of stock,

is

financially interested in a grain business, in

Cleveland, being a partner in the same, with
William Ebbert. a well known resident of
Mr. Johnson has shown
this township.
much public spirit and has interested himself

many enterprises which have been organHe is a
ized for the benefit of his county.
Populist in his pi litical convictions, and has
in

efficiently served as

township treasurer, perwith credit

the duties of this office
to all.

being a

man who

is

and upright dealing.
The comfortable home occupied b) Mr.
and Mr-. Ji hns n and family was erected
at a cost of seven hundred dollars, and his
commodious barns and excellent accommor

his hi nest

ck show that this is justly
regarded as one of the model farms of the

dations for his

st>

township. Mrs. Johnson is a worthy member of the German Baptist church, while
Mr. Johnson lives up to. a high moral code.
although not fi rmally connected with any reIn business and public life he
ligii us b ly.

commands
while

and

a

1

1

was reared and became familiar
with the work necessary to cultivating the
subject,

fullest capacity.

forming
and satisfactii n

turned to the east, Inn in 1891 took up his
permanent abode here. Mr. Allen was born
near Greencastle, Putnam county. Indiana,
on the nth of September. 1850. His father,
John Allen, was a native of Kentucky, and
the paternal grandparents were William and
Fanny Allen, who were also born in the
Blue Grass state, and spent their last days
in Indiana.
Upon the Id home farm in the
li<
s»ier stat€ John Allen, the father of our

the respect of his fellow citizens,

private life he is a devoted husband
kind and careful father.

in

fields.

He

was born
<

married Celia McConnell, who

and represented an
family of the south, her parents being

-Id

in Tennessee,

William and Elizabeth McConnell. Her father died in Indiana, but her mother afterward went to Missouri, and was called to
her final rest when living in that state. Five
children have been born unto John and CeAllen, namely
James A.. Eizabeth,
lame-. John W. and Richard.
The father
carried on agricultural pursuits in order to
provide for his family.
He endorsed the
Union cause at the time of the Civil war. but
did not live to see the happy culmination of
hostilities, his death occurring in 1863, when
he was thirty-seven years of age.
>f the
Methodist Episcopal church he was a conHis widow belongs to- the
sistent member.
United Brethren church, and now makes her
home in Woods county. Oklahoma, where
she is living at the ripe old age of seventy-

lia

:

I

three.

James W. Allen spent the
year- of hi-

life in

first

eight

the state of his nativity,

and then accompanied his parents to Putnam
county. Missouri, where he remained upon
a farm throughout the period of lbs youth.
He received ample training at farm work.
and acquired his literary education in the dis-

When
schools of the neighborhood.
twenty-four years of age he was married in
trict

TAMES

\V.

James W. Allen

is

ALLEX.
a representative of

the agricultural interests of Elwi d t< \vnship, Earlier county, his home being
tion 26, where he has maintained his resi-

dence for a number of years. He
to the county in 1S84. and after

first

a

came

time re-

Putnam county, Missouri,
Ward, and found in her a
and helpmate on

to

Miss Celia J.
compan-

faithful

journey.
She
was born in Putnam county. Indiana, and
was reared and educated there. Her father.
Joseph Ward, died in the Hoosier state, but
her mother, who bore the maiden name of
ion

life's

MRS. JAMES W. ALLEN.

s

*\

0%

;

I
[AMES W. ALLEN.
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JollX

Polly McConnell, departed this life in MisBy her marriage she had become the

\.

VRLISLE.

1

souri.

Cur

i

.

namelj

children,

Anna. Mrs. \Ilen and Joseph.
Reared in. the west, ur subject early became imiliar with the labi rs that fall to the
lot of the agriculturist, and was imbued with
the true western spirit of progress and enterIn the year 1SS4 he arrived in Barprise.
•

1

secured a claim
lie then
he lived for a year,
S<
Missouri, bul in
again

ber county,

1\

lich

returned to

1

1

>

1

came ti this locality and to-da) is the
of a valuable farming property which

owner
is

im-

good residence and a suband an orchard covering four
lie has three hundred and twenty
acre-,
acres of land, of which two hundred acreis under a high state of cultivation, bringing
to him gi id harvests in return
>r his labors.
lie alsi engages in stock-raising, having a
h< rses and cattle.
Mr. Allen has five children living,
namely:
Zorah \\\. born May 6, [880,
and now a student at the Kansas Westvith

a

stantial barn,

fi

11

:

Saline: Clarence V.,
College, at
born January 26, 1882; John 0., born
March t8, [884; Maude I)., born lulv 2,
1885: Mary Frances, born May 21, 1888;
Aha E.. who died at the age of thirteen
and Florence Stella, wh
eighteen months.
The
E
the age
blow that has ever o me upon the
d. however, was in the death of the
mother, win passed away on the
March, [891, at the age of fiftyShe was untiring in her deyothree years.
her family, and put forth every effort in her pi wer to promote the happiness
leyan

1

A

of husband and children.

sincen

1

e United
man, she beli
Brethren church, and was highly esteemed

for her

many

mind.

Mr. Allen

same

excellent qualities of heart and
is

alsc

is

ty are well

:

!

John

l

was born in
and Irish lit
America at an early

f
[812
yal soldiers in the war
Albert M. Carlisle, the father of our sub-

I<

1

was born in Virginia in '1803 and was
reared in Kenton county, Kentucky, where
he was married to Flora Fish, a nap
Kentucky and a daughter of Fzra Fish.
Eighteen m
e died, ha\ ing
child, Lilburn. who was born in [829
Mr. Carlisle
in Texas in 1887.
ject,

afterward again married, his second union
Kentucky,
taking
when tannah Reynolds
After
f the Empire state.
his m<
lli
wed farming in Kenti n
.

1

owner there.
and rem
Kentucky, where he resided

land

1

went

to

the

f r

unty,
abi ut three

e:

Grant county. Kentucky, where he

lived until called to his

final

1

wife survived him only
August, when she died
in Shelbv county, Mini is, while making her
there.
home w ith
r
Mr
22,

Hi-

187(1.

until

g

I

'

l

1

1

ivas a
"

the

v

'

pn minent member and officer
ptist church, and in

1

f

I

!

while later he became a Dem*

1

farming interests,
he has won creditable and desirable success.

C

his

On

years.

his

'

erty

Mary

ti

d in the histor) of

peril

first home being in the
The family was represented

country, their

this

Old Dominion.
by

1

Virginia and was of Scotch

ther

Mr. and Mi
dren, namely:
Shelby county,

and
whereby

which

1

retary of the treasur) under President
land, also belonged.
His paternal grandfa-

and has served

independent.
He has served n
rd. but has never been an office

ti

an eminent law;

Carlisle,

(i.

Kentucky

'i

famil]

In

his

trlisle,

'

J

an enterprising agriculturist and sti ck
who makes his home on section [8, Kingman t< wnship.

seeker, preferring to give his entire time

attention

Kingman coun-

interests of

•

identified with the

religious denomination,

as steward of the church..

views he

The farming

P< ter.

:

I.,

crat.

I

ere born seven chil-

William A., whi
Illim

who was

is.

December

the

nley and died in Kate-

died in
r.

18711:

wife of Lafayette
unty, Missi uri;

irried \V. E. Savres, a re-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Woodyerd, who was born in KenThey had six children
Ida, who is

reman and bridge builder
f<
county, Illinois; Alexander M., \vh

Mary

and died
in Medora, Macoupin county, Illinois John
A.,
f
this review: and Arabelle and Isabelle. twins, the latter now the wife of James

married and

tired

tucky.

soldier in the Confederate service

;

i

XV. Tate. of Witchita, Kansas.

Kenton county,
In the distri<
Kentucky. John A. Carlisle obtained his education and early became familiar with the
work f the farm, remaining at home until
f Shelby
1866, when he became a resident
I

i

-

county. Illinois, where his brother

was

liv-

With him he worked that se;
then returned to his native state, joining his
father win. was then living it
and with whom he remained until 1869. In
1872 they together purchased a tract of land
which they operated one season and the following year our subject rented a farm 11 the
11
Pike, where he made his home
In the meantime he was mar$76.
ried on the 7th of January. 1873.
Grant
Kentucky, \<< Calista M. Clark, who
rn in Williamstown, Grant count)
October 8. 1852. Her grandfather, Thomas
Clark, was of English descent and married.
Barbara Jump, who was of Irish lineage and
who had four brothers who were si ldiers i
the war of 1812, three of these being Hiram,
ing.

1

m

1

and Joseph Jump, the name of the
ether having now been forgotten.
The
parents of Mrs. Carlisle were William and

Armilda
were natives

The

1

'ark.

bi

th

1

wh

f

m

Grant county. Kentucky.
.Mr-.
died during the infancy
f

latter

1

f

1

Carli ? Ie. but the father survived until 1886.

where he was known
as an extensive farmer and prominent citizen.
He there served as sheriff for two
years and gave his political support to the
acy.
By his first marriage there
were four children, namely: Mary Eliza-

living in Grant county,

beth, the wife of Chris C. Webster, who is
living retired
in
Covington, Kentucky

Esau

B.,

a

carpenter of

Whatcom. Wash-

Barbara H.. the wife of James
Eales. a grain dealer of Burrton. Kansas:
and Mrs. Carlisle. After the death of the
mother of these children. Mr. Clark was
again married, his -co nd union being with

E.

:

live-

in

Covington, Kentucky,

her husband being in the railroad service;
Willie, a resident of Grant county, Kentuckv: Anna, the wife of John Lawrence, a
farmer of Grant county:. Thomas, a lawyer
of Seattle. Washingti n: Eunice, the wife of
Edward Lucas, a farmer of (drain countyj
and Maude, the wife of John Burris, also

an agriculturist there.
In December, 1876, Mr. Carlisle and his
wife removed to Crawford county, Kansas,
and he purchased a farm of eighty acres near
continuing

Cherokee,

its

cultivation

until

when he came to Kingman county,
bringing with him thirty head f cal
1S84,

1

horses and househi Id goods. He pre-empted
a claim in Kingman township, to which he
afterward added two hundred acres and
there he engaged in the cultivate
land and in stock-raising, adding man} m d-j
ern improvements to his place. In the spring
of 1900 he purchased his present farm of

one hundred and twenty acres, on which he
took up his abode in the spring
Pie has erected an addition to his
and added many modern equipments and
conveniences, also has planted an orchard.
He has a herd of fifty graded cattle and rents
one hundred and sixty acres of pasture land.
He has in the past bought and fed several
carloads of cattle each year and m w -tils
1

,-

;

principally as

stockers.

He

also

.

milks

a

number of cows, selling the products
of his dairy to the Cunningham creamery.
He also raises thoroughbred Duroc Jersey
red hogs, fattening about fifty he
year.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Carlisle have
been born nine children: William A., who
large

deals in horses and
bee.

c

nducts a livery -table

Oklahoma: John M., who is
boiler room in Granite. Mon-

fireman in a
tana; Clara M, the wife of Char'
shall, a blacksmith of Medicine Lodge, Kansas
Herbert, wdio is with his bn ther in
ert, a school teacher of B it-.
her c unty, Kansas: Carrie, who is attendin Medicine Lodge: James; StanIn his political
ley; and Ethel, at home.
:

'

I

r.

Carlisle

was

origfinallv a

Demo-

PHICAL
ranks of that party
u itll tin- I'm. n
ent and later he became o tiAlliana
lers'
>S left the

will

the

1\

more

a

;

and

i.ent

ach

in

Appeal

to

thinker
strong views
ms in ad':

-

on many national am
vance of the presenl age,
He str< ngly believes in gi '.eminent ownership
all the
great industries n< \v
perated by the trusts
y remedy for existing evils caused
by .the cono
ealth in the hands
5

-

i

i

.Hi
ci

eatesl

unty

rk-

w*i

in the interest of the prin-

the Appeal to

cialists,

'king for
a valuable prize offered by

edit

its

r.

to the journal,

-

two residences, a

prize being

and three acres

Mr.

—

r

Re-

and

ne

i

t"

sister.

at

i

living

-till
i

E

fur arrh ing

\

of maturit) Daniel Keeley nun

Benner Hartman, f Chester county. Pennsylvania, the wedding being celebrated in
rhej
[850.
came the pan nt
i

!

dren

i

.Mary, the

:

\\

of

ife

Kven Milt

<

county,
vania; Clara Virginia, the wife of A. M. F.
ster

Steitler, a

merchant of Uwchland,

vania: John, of this review
wife of Winfield So it Todd, alsi
land
Francis M. wh
chandising in Philadelphia; and M;
wife of Charles K. Knight, of Connecticut.
ddie mother
f
this family died in [1
I

;

:

;

1

a

-

was

t<

wnship trustee and

treasut

Fraternally he

Ancient

l

is

ited

i

meml

:.

connected with the

Workmen and

er of the Ci urt of

of the Methodist church.
•

dence

in

.videly

Kingman county
and

n< r.

they have
.

alm<

Hi

ie

.',

February,

[81

ell

for his family.

was enabled to
B tli lie and

members

of the Baptist church
and were earnest Christian people who enjoyed tiie love and confidence of all who
-

ere

knew them.
Mr. Keeley, whose name forms the cap-

his

un and

coextensive
circle of their acquaintances.
is

in

tion of this review, acquired

a

During

.'

their circle of friends

it r

Jiool dis-

is

..iv

successful agriculturist and

stor<

Hortense, Tennessee, and
He lias served

in

three years as

pife

Miss

a

i

the

liars in cash.

n

He married

istman, and they n
daughters, \\ In marri< d
in Pennsylvania, when all are
with the exceptii n
the father

'

Waylan

trict.

the K<

i

i

i

ject

princi]

tlie

the

ers in the

farmer

gomery county.

i

by Way]

of the few

HI

st

home and

spent one term in the State

N*i r-

Westchester, Pennsylvania.
In the spring of 1S77. when
four years of age, he came to K
his first farm, comprising two
'

JOHN

B.

KEELEY.

John B. Keeley is a wide-awake and
e
farmer
f
Rice county, who
makes his heme in Sterling township, and
gy and indefatigable labor have
to him a very comfortable competence.
He was born in Chester
20th
atlier.

the

same
'

T

f

Jul

im

in

-_:.

I

Keelev,

was

1

ardson, b

They

left

four children.

fathei
-

1

Keeley

now

children:

h

seventeen yea-

sixteen: Hattie, fourteen

The

The

U r, carrying
n busin
-vera! years. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

iel,

'Daniel Keeley. was

locality
er,

i

hundred and forty acres of land
later he returned to the Keystone state and
was there married, on the 1:1'
1880. to Miss Emma J. Richard
mpkins Rich-

ner.

Emma

and

Ray.

itll,

Danaged

yean
aged

twelve, ten and. seven vears.

respectively

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY
Mr. Keek-}' awns four hundred acres of
home farm, which is splendidly
A'ed, and in ad'ditii m he has twelve hundred and eighty acres in his stock ranch in
Rice ci unty. In 1896 he erected a beautiful
and ci mmodious residence. He has a large
fruit orchard and twenty acres of timber.
ir -i of which is planted.
He grows wheat
and corn, producing about twenty-five hundred bushels of wheat and three thousand
bushels of corn annually. He also keeps on
hand one hundred head of cattle, ten horses
and he feeds about one hundred and fifty
hogs and one hundred head of sheep each
year. He has been enabled to provide an excellent heme for Ins family and to supply it
with all the comforts and many of the luxuries of life.
He is a most progressive,
wide-awake farmer, and his business affairs
have been attended with a high and well
merited degree f success. In politics he is a
Democrat on national issues, but at local
In 1900 he
votes independently.
was elected county commissioner, overcoming the usual Republican majority of two
hundred and fifty. Socially he is a Master
Mason and is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Ancient
Order f United \V< rkmen.
land in the

impn

1

-

1

and moral status of the com-

intellectual

munity.
While Mr. Tanner experienced
many hardships and difficulties and braved
dangers he also met with prosperity as the
years passed and is now the possess r of a
very desirable property.
He conies from the "land of the midnight sun." his birth having occurred in
Norway, near Stavanger. his parents being
Torger and Carrie Tanner. The father was
a blacksmith by trade and died when his
son Peter was only eight years of age. His
widow afterward came to Illinois and spent
her last days in the home of her daughter in
Illinois, where she died at the age of eighty

Both were consistent members

years.

,o|

the Lutheran church.

it

Left fatherless at the age of eight years,
became necessary fi >r Peter Tanner to earn

his

own

living

and he herded

cattle

and

sheep, in which service he remained in the
employ of one man for about four years. He

then became herder fi >r another man who
gave him his board, clothing, and ab ut f> ur
dollars per year.
When sixteen years I
age he began learning the shoemaker's
trade, which he followed for a number of
years.
He was a young man of twentythree when he determined to try his fi rtune
in the United States, believing that he \vi uld
have better rppi rtunities in this country than
in his native land.
In April. 1864, he landed
1

1

PETER TAXXER.
No

history

of

Jewell

Kansas,

county.

would lie complete without mention f Peter
Tanner, win >se residence here antedates that
1

He
of every other citizen of the locality.
came here in 1869. when the wild prairie
stretched for miles around without habita-

men. whose thievand vengeful spirit endan-

tion save those of the red
pensities

A
gered net only property but also life.
gratitude is certainly due the brave
men and women who made

their

way

to the

being the advance guard of civilization which has converted the wild regions
utiful hi mes and pr ductive farms.
while industries and commercial interests
have been introduced and churches ami
uses have been built, indicating the
frontier,

on the American coast and made hi* way
across the a untn to R« ck c unty. Wise nsin. where he secured work upon a farm fi r
sixteen dollars per month.
He considered
that a princely salary.
It was more than his
brightest dreams bad anticipated, for in the
old country he did not

make

that

much

in a

After about six months had passed he
fi r
his board and the privilege of attending school, as he wished to
acquaint himself with the English language
and to gain a broader knowledge as a preparation for the practical duties of life. For
three or four year- he also engaged in rafting on the rivers of Wisconsin and then
Kansas, where the government fcame

year.

began working

t

1

farming facilities to those
who would locate upon and improve the
fered

splendid

land.

He was

in debt

when he

arrived in

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

meet

t<

sire to

made

economy

but his energy ami

try.

him

Enabled

and
own he

obligatii n,

his

secure

-

r8i 9,

I

I

— ne aid
— the Indian-

home

fn in

friends

gi

to

in the burial

every-

stole

thing which they could carry away from, -his
[n 1S70 ihcy also stole his In rses,
But those he afterward reo veered.

His first
double log house, sixteen by
twenty-f. ur feet, but that the Indians burned
the first year,
lie then lived in a dug
years, after which he erected an-

pome « was

I<

a

g cabin, which was his In me until
He
it
was destroyed by tire.
it
by his present attractive and o mresidence, which was erected at a

$91, when
leplaced
:

Indiana,

the

th<

1

g

msand

d>

in

liars

year he built an

1

The

[892.

ctagonal

ham

at

ver three thousand dollars, prob-

f

arn in the state.

le

1

-

wns

and fi rt\ acres
f
rich and
arable land and carries on general farming
'.red

1

ck-raising,
ted

ti

cultivating

this climate

thi -e

and

crops

k<

les of cattle, hi rses and hogs.
Since securing the right of franchise Mr.
Tanner has supported the Republican party,
his first \ te having been cast for General
Grant in 1870.
He formerly be!
the (.range but has taken no very active part
in political
r si ciety interest-, preferring to
give his attentii n to his farming, in which
he has met with excellent success
his property being the visible evidence of his life of
1

—

.

energy and

ne-t

hi

ti

il.

ALEXANDER MEANS.

years of age re-

sixteen

his parent-

ttli

family

cabin and established

ti

Man m

1

locating

where

Mr.
anner arrived in
Jewell county, Kansas, with a capital of
over six hundred dollars which he had saved
te secured his claim and
Iram ln~ earning.
but while he was
t,
began its

other

ved w

was westw

hi-

In .March,

away

when

!

ni'

a

h

1

1

u

\

>me.

in

a

l

Th< n

age of seventeen years, James U. Mean- was
\mia Hutchii
united in marriage
in their d> mestic life on a part of
the' old home farm which he had
and t" which he added from time to time until he became ipiite an extensive land owner.
In 1857 he sold his possessions there and
with two team- of hi rses, four yoke
ti

..

1

ii

wagons came with his family to
eastern Kansas, locating in Anderson coun-

The

consumed

six week-.
then a lad of nine years,
the newi
novelty of the journey.
At Wesl P< int.
near Kansas City, they were warned th
border war was raging in eastern
but they pressed n undismayed and reached

ty.

trip

who was

subject,

was greatly pleased with

1

on the i-t of May, [857,
log cabin on their claim they made
me i r two years. The}" then built

their destination

and

in a

their

hi

house on their claim and kepi
Ohio City an Leri
where Mr. Mean- established the
office and the place was called Cresco.
He
kept a change of horses for the stage line
and there made his home for ten years, during which time his sons carried on the w rk

a fine

the stage line between

'.

\

-

fii

of the farm.

At

the breaking out of the Civil war. in

[861, the twi

*

ldest

si

ns,

Jam<

-

enlisted for service, leaving our sul

j

younger bn ther. aged respective
teen and twelve years, to take charg
home farm. James enlisted at
tl
brother at Mound City, and
members of Company II. Ninth Kan
airy-, and their services were in Arkansas
Kansas and Missi uri.
They first served
under Lyon), later acted as body guard
to General Blunt and participated in the
f Cain Hill and many minor engagebattle
his

I

1

1

Alexander Means.
f
t'ne leading
ne
agriculturists and stock-raisers
county, was horn in Marii n c unty, [ndiana,
April 17, 1848.
His father. James R.
Means, was born in North Carolina about
.

1

•

I

Their military care.
ments.
period of three years and they were musIn [867 the famtered out at Leavenworth.
•

'.

tv

::

possessi

and removed

to

ns in

Anders

Fillmore county, Minne-

93
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4

where the father became the owner of
hundred and forty acres of fine land,
and at his death he was recognized a
sc ta.

six

In politE bh<
c >unty.
matters he gave his support to the Republican party.
He was called to his final
the leading citizen-

i

ical

in 1873. and our subject, who had remained' in Kansas, was refused his own
nil ney on deposit at the bank, on account of
the terrible panic then prevailing, and he
was thus unable to attend his father's funeral.
His mother had died when he was

rest

but >ix years of age, and his father after-

ward married Malinda Heath, who still re'inn. si :n.
By his first marriage
1

he had ten children, namely: Samuel, who
died in Indiana, at the age of two years:
Anna, who became the wife f Alex Joyce,
and died in Marian county, Indiana, leaving
four children Elizabeth, the wife of James
Hutchinson, a farmer of Coffey county,
Kansas: Martha, the wife of Charles Bartlett, a farmer
f Erie. N& sin
o unty, Kan1

:

1

1

a farm
Anderson county, Kansas, within two
where his father first located James
T.. a prominent fanner and stockman of
Fred-iiia. Wilson county. Kansas: Drury

sas; Fli yd, wlii

owns and operates

in

:

S., also an agriculturist of that county;
Alexander, of this review: Turrel. a farmer
and sti ckrman of Woods o unty, (klahomai;
and Daniel, a farmer of Fillmore county,
Minnesota.
By the second marriage three
children were Iwra
William Robert, a
farmer of Fillmore county, Minnesi ta; and
F.
an
Madorai, both on the home farm
John
(

:

1

in that state.

Alexander Means, of this review, ashis -father on the farm in Anderson

sisted

county until the removal of the family to
Minnesota, when he entered the service of
the Kansas & Pacific Railroad Company, remaining with that corporation until 1868.
In the following year he became a track
layer and spiker on the Galveston road,
working fc r two years between Olathe and
Ottawa, and for the following six years was
engaged in trapping for mink, otter, coon
and skunk in Anderson county, following
upatiou during the winter months,

while in the summer seasons he was engaged
in breaking prairie and in butchering.
His
trapping operati. ns proved very succesful,
and at the end f each season he shipped
from three to five hundred dollars' worts
of furs to Xew York. On the expiruti n of
that period lie turned his attend, n to agricultural pursuits, which he followed for two
<

years.

On the 17th of April. 187S. in Anderson county, Kansas, Mr. Means was united
in marriage to Ida M. Young, a native of
Miami count}", Indiana, and a daughter q|
James M. and Sarah Carlisle) Young, natives of the Empire state, the father born
February 4, 1821, and the mother on January 17. 1823, and the former was of English and the latter of Scotch and German
descent.
They came with their parents td
Indiana in an early day and were married
in Marion county about 1841.
Ther^ the
father followed fanning until 1869, and
from that year until 1880 the family reside!
in Anderson county. Kansas.
In the latter
year they removed to Waverly, Coffej
county, where the father died October 14,
1886, his wife surviving him until 1900,
when she, too, passed away in death. They
were both members of the Methodist church.
They became the parents of ten children.
namely: Adelia. the wife of Solomon Sea.
a farmer of Marion county. Indiana: Maria,
1

the wife of R. K. Groat, who foil \\ - agricultural pursuits at Madison, Greenwood

county. Kansas: one who died in infancy;
Mary E., Eliza. .Mary A.. Napoleon B. and
Nancy, also deceased. Ida May, the wife
of our subject and William, an engineer of
Laclede, ldahi
:

.

After his marriage Mr. Means

folli wed
farming and stock-raising in Anderson
county for a period
E
five years, when he
came to Barber county, driving a herd of
one hundred cattle as far as Dodge City,
where they were sold. It was his intention
when he started to go to G >L rad but hearing favorable rep rts of this county he made
his way here, arriving on the lOili of June,
Here lie became the ownei
1883.
traot of one hundred and sixtv acres on
1

.

RAPHICAL HISTORY.
then

but

ard

b<

1

fi

fifteen years.

r

le

1

has

I

o w
fcining tract

Lata

s.
E

•

-.

Here
buying

ted

an ad-

ne hui

i

acres,

;ty

PHIXEAS

cabin foutf

a

BILES.

U.

sufficient
itly

resident

a

purchase, and he has sun

al

man)

r

known
-

ded

Is

and eighty-

red

|
i

.'in!

I

BE his

[3,

and

farm,

rich

is

irrigati

The

11.

ns near his farm, has

pm
Rra

varying

many

years ago by the

fi

rrrned

affi

rd>

Kansas.
Within the
which he irrigates lies his
rehard, which yields him an excelfishing in

hile

land

acres of his

five

devi ted to truck farming, selling an-

is

nually about three

hundred
liars' worth
pr< ducts in Medicine L dge. Pratt.
Sawyer and other neighboring towns. He
lias never entirely outgrown his trapping instinct-, and each year devi
'1

of garden

t<

time

r

ti

and

creek,

-

traps

his

aL

time he is
winter catch

at the present
1'

his

r

his

full

1

work cf

father enj< ys a

-

The

otf his family sett
Philadelphia, near 1'enn'- Alan r,
the arrival of William Perm in America.
-

Charles

W.

his father, was
homestead in BuclPennsylvania, and was there reared and edBiles,

the eld Biles

-

successful

A man

teacher.

of

ectual

ac-

quirements audi a sound judgment, he was
chosen to the nice
and during many successive years wrote
1

parchment transferring many acres

me farm

few

of

land.

;:

•

ty.

vvas

He

born

his

sister of

tarry

married SuPennsylva-

in

U

'lied at

the

wife at the age of

and they were deeply rethe many who had known them.
Mr. Biles was a Whig and later
unty was

sixty-five years,
v

v
in
1

d.

American ancestor

sannah Scott, who

hi

t\\

gi

1

Clarence A.,
the

it

•

Phineas Knight Kilt- o me- f
Quaker stock, and was born in Bu<
ty. Pennsylvania. December 19, 1841.

1

the

P

his

1

;

furs.

children, namely:
the

1

development and in the pp n
r and prosperity and in th<
agement
f
temperance and morality.
For
thirty year- he was a factor in the
and pri sperity of C01
-hip. and
that long period his life was to his
fell
w citizens like an pen b< ok and his

1

mu.-krat.

skunk, mink, o
Mr. and Mrs
Uhl

citi

business activity and
-hare in the work
f
main

1

mill

thirty-ii\e acre-

l-acre

as any

1

3

the finest

and leader

.

and were
vernment

gv

'hineas Knight

terial

m

fr<

half acres in extent,

a

and.

settler

.'ii

fenced.

is

creek to a

half nulcs. and much
ttom land, while thirty-

l>

under

1-

•

rate!

l(

all

Elm

borders on \< rth

'

1

and

12

it,

Bis

1

;

us

;s< ssi<

f

1

.

f.

1:

E

1

]..

and Clara, also

-

Mr.

Means

gives

nee here he has served

was such that he was

his

in

Charles

I

lember

i

f

-.ns and

whenever he

elected

W. and Susannah

f

Scott) Biles

two daughters, wl
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f their nativas f< Hows in the order
Alfred; Augustus and Maria Louisa,
deceased; PhineaB Knight, of this review;
Mary Jane; and Mi rris, who lives in PennPhineas Knight Biles, the immesylvania.

named

i

ity:

was reared on'
mestead in Pennsylvania and

diate subject of this sketch,

the

i

Biles h

Id

good education

received a

in

the

ci

mtn *n

and
r some year- divided his time
He
between tanning and teaching scln 1.
was married December 19, 1867, to Miss
Martha G. Cloud, who was born in Pennsylvania. December 19. 1843. a daughter of
James Cloud, who was born in Chester
county, Pennsylvania, in 1812, and married
fi

Lydia

I

1

dead

who

k> d,

children.
1.

William.

man f
graces, who
a w<

1

whom

who

Esther

bi

re

him

are living.

who became Mrs.

six chil-

Miss .MarBiles,

in the

Mr. and Airs. Biles have had seven chilwhom the following items
information will be found interesting.
Charles Henry Biles is their eldest sou and
child.
Lydia is the wife of William Allen,
of Minneapolis. Kansas.
Susie is the wife
f the Rev. Hans Steenbeck, of the Evaa
gelical Association of Kansas.
The others
are named J. Osborne. Glaphrey, George P.
and lames R.
dren, concerning

<

WILLIAM

J.

STERLING.

P.

was

and culture and many
a time was a successful and

educatii n
for

one of the must hospitable

of

"Agriculture

Mr. Cloud mar-

Biles.

ried a second wife,

dren, four of

is

township.

died in 1845, leaving four

—andJoseph,
Mrs.

tha G. Cloud,

home

my." said

is

the noblest of

all

alche-

turns earth and
even refuse into gold, conferring upon its
cultivator the additional reward of health."
This oldest of human vocations and noblest
of

them

Chatfield, "for

all

it

has been honored by the sua

popular teacher.
In 1871 Mr. Biles h cated in Culver
township, where in 1872 he took up a b meIn
stead claim, which he began improving.
[876 he returned, to Pennsylvania and remained there three months, meantime visiting the Centennial exposition at Philadelf
two
phia.
In 1877 he bought a farm

cessful career of the subject of this sketch,

hundred and thirty-five acres, partly rich
bottom land and well adapted to grain, grass
and dairy purpi ses, and in fact b all the
needs oi general farming. His house, barns
and outbuildings were of modern construction, and his place was provided with every
appliance a nducive to successful farming.
h dairying audi
Pie gave special attentii
is a leading patron of Lindsay Creamery.
farm
and moved to a
He recently sold this
tract oif school land near Dover. Oklah. ma,
and the property is also well improved-. Mr.

of Ireland, where he

<

11

who

one of the successful and representative farmers and stock-growers of Elwood.
township, Barber county. Kansas.
Mr. Sterling is a native of Sullivan
county. Missouri, where he was born on the
first day of the year 1861, being the son of
Robert Sterling, who was born in the north
is

was reared

to the age

when he accompanied his
parents on their emigration to America, in
His parents. Henry and
the year 1832.
Martha Sterling, located in the vicinity of
Mauchchunk, Pennsylvania, both having
been well advanced in years at the time of
their emigration.
Henry Sterling died in

of fourteen years,

as an influential Republican
important 1< eal unices, nut-

Keystone state at the patriarcbial age of
ninety-seven years.
He was twice married,
and of the first union two children were
born Adam, who died in Ireland, and William, who accompanied his father to America
and died in Sullivan county, Missouri, where

ably that of secretary of the township board
and has served as member of -the school
He and his wife and family are
board.
members of the Evangelical Association.
They are well and widely known and their

he was a farmer and stock-grower. By the
second union there were seven children,
namely: James, who was a blacksmith by
trade, but who eventually became a farmer
where his
Missouri
in Sullivan comity.

Biles

is

known

and he has

filled

the

—

1

,

'-

j^tu/^y.Qi.
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wed
same trade

the

until his death; Robert, father of

stead in this way. while the family maintained their home in o mmon 6 >r a
the time they came here there were no Other
settlers, 'heir only "neighbor-" being ante
I

our subject; Wilson,

who

died in Sullivan

N
and three d
ggy Ann
Smith. Elizabeth and .Mary.
Robert Sterl
e still a boy, and shortly after his
arrival in
Pennsylvania, secured employment .'ii the Lehigh canal, and after following this occupation for three years he re-

count}

:

Sullivan county, Missouri, where

and prairie dogs.
the 24th of December, 1NN5. our
subject wa- united in marriage to Miss Nora
Willhite. who was horn in Sullivan county.
Mis- uri. the daughter of William W. and

On

Paulina Willhite. who now make their home
Barber county, the father being a suc-

he secured, by entry and purchase, a tract
jovernment land, and there, with the exception of one year -pent in Kansas, he

cessful

passed the residue of his long and useful life,
his death occurring June 15. t888, at the

Upon locating in this county Mr. Sterling began operations in a modest way as a

age of fifty-seven years, having developed a
line farm of two hundred acre- and being

his efforts

who knew him. About the
1859 he married Mary R. Taylor, who
in Tennessee, the daughter of Me-

re§pected by
year

all

and she is still living, making
her home in Medicine Lodge, Barber county,
Kansas, where she wns a gi od home, and
ty-five years of age at the time of
this
writing,
in
She became the
1902.
kin Taylor,

1

mother of -even children,
ject

this

i-i

sketch

1

f

was the

whom
first

the sub-

born, the

Sarah, the wife of W. G.
May. of this county; Xancy E.. who beame the wife of I', well Willhite. and who
being:

•ther-

lied

in

Mm.

Oklahoma,

Hennessey.

a fanner, of

vho likewise

is

in

[895;

Barber county: Samuel,

engaged

in

farming-

and

tack-raising in this county, while both he

) hn have valuable landed
interests in Oklahoma: Jennie, the
M. M. Grever, of Barber c
the wife of Thomas Kenney. who

mid his brother

vife

md

of
Ida,

d in business in Medicine Lodge.
William J. Sterling- wa - reared on the
homestead farm in Sullivan county. Mis-

•Id

id

•f

received a

n-school
g
he was twenty-three years
age he accompanied his brothers and sismsas. their goods being shipped by

Vacation.

When

to Harper, from which point they
overland to Barber counwhere the different members of the
amily entered pre-emption claim-, our sub-

\ere transported
y.

ect

securing a portion of his present

home-

in

farmer and stock-grower of
township.

Kiowa

farmer and sti ek-rai-er. and he has directed
with such energy and discrimination as to attain a high degree of success

and prosperity, having added to hi- possessions until he now has a tine landed e-tate
of nearly seventeen hundred acres, of which
eight hundred acres are under effective cultivation, while the entire farm has enclosings and cross-fences, and the permanent improvements in the way of building- are of
excellent order.
Mr. Sterling keeps an average of four hundred head of cattle of
high grade, and he both full-feeds and sells
cattle as stackers, doing a thriving business
as a buyer and seller.
He als< de\
ful attention to the raising
E a
go d grade
>

1

of swine, his annual sale- in this line
reached an average aggregate of about thirteen thousand dollar-,
ddie principal crops
raised are wheat and corn, and he also
leased an additional tract of three hundred
acres for grazing purposes.

In political matters Mr. Sterling gives
his support to the

as
cal

Democratic part]

national issues are involved, hut in loaffairs

he maintains an independent athas never desired public office,

titude.

He

but has

shown

a

dee])

interest

in

all

that

concerns the welfare f the community, and
has been a member of the scl
the district for twelve years.
Fraternallv
he is identified with Kiowa lodge, No. 215
A. O. U. W., and with the lodge
f
the
1

1

Woodmen

of the World.
Mr. and Mr-.
Sterling have two bright and energetic lit-
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—aged

—

tk sons
George and Eddie
and nine years respectively, an

1

twelve
they already

render their father valuable assistance in his
farm work, in which they take marked pleas-

prived of health, he started westward, visiting various places as far as Denver, but was

the respect of

ieased with the location tf Great Bend
and its prospects than of any other town,
and accordingly he decided to locate here.

the entire community, rinds his faith in Kansas justified by the excellent results which

Since regaining his health he has built up a
very lucrative practice, which is constantly

have rewarded his own efforts, and
the thoroughly progressive men

discriminating student,

ure.

Air. Sterling

commands

is

one of
of

the

county.

in ire

1

]

increasing.

lir>

adening

He
his

is

a

faithful,

who

is

earnest and
continually

knowledge concerning

the

He has pleasant parsupplied with all modern equipments,
and is well fitted for doing first-cla^ work.
Dr. Raffington was united in marriage
ti
Miss Xettie Steed, a daughter of the Rev.
Abram Steed, a Presbyterian minister, and
science of dentistry.
lors,

ARTHUR

D.

RAFFIXGTOX,

D. D.

S.

Although Dr. Raffington began practice
Bend on the ist of November,

in Great

1900, he is to-day the leading representative
There are
of the profession in this city.
three elements necessary in successful dental
comprehensive and accurate
practice,
a

knowledge of the science of dentistry, expert mechanical ability and capable business
management, and these are found combined
in

His

Mr. Raffington.

skill

and

ability at

once won recognition in Great Bend, and
to-day he has a large and constantly increasing practice, having a particularly high rep-

1

the

young couple now have one child, Charles
The hospitality of the best homes of

Steed.

Great Bend

own

G. B. Sanford, of Kansas

He

extended them, and

in their
is

always given to their many friends. The
Doctor is popular socially as well as professionally. He has already gained prominence
in the ranks of his chosen calling, and as he
has ambition, determination, energy and
strong mentality he will undoubtedly win
still

greater successes as he proceeds.

utation as a bridge work specialist.
The Doctor is a native of Missouri, his
birth having occurred in Platte county, on
His father,
the 28th of October,' i860.

Charles Raffington, was an author of note.
He was a descriptive historical writer and
won fame by his literary productions. His
death occurred in 1892. when he was fiftyfour years of age. In the public schools of
his native county Dr. Raffington pursued his
literary education, and then, desiring to
enter professional life, he became a student
in the office and under the direction of Dr.

is

pleasant residence a cordial welcome

HARRY COMPTOX.
On the n ister of county officials in Jewell
county appears the name of Harry G unpton,
and the public regards him as a must capable
and faithful register of deeds. He is a
young man of sterling worth, with a just
appreciation of the duties of citizenship and
Before
the obligations imposed thereby.
his election to office he was for some years

studied

identified with educational interests in this

branches and later entered the Western Dental College, where he
pursued the regular course and *vas graduSoon afterward he estabated in 1893.
lished an office at Edna. Missouri, and was
afterward located in Stockton, Kansas, and
there he met with good success, but his health
failed him and he was advised by his phyStill possician to seek a dryer climate.
sessed of a stri ng ambition, although de-

part of the state and in whatever walk of

dentistry in

all

of

its

City.

life he has been found he has commanded
uniform confidence and respect.
Mr. Ccmpton has spent almost his entire

life in

Jewell county, although he is a native
ta. his birth having occurred in

of Minnesi
St.

Charles.

Winona

county, July

2.

1870.

His parents are Perry and Nancy Wykofi
Compton. The father was born in Pennsylvania, and in l8=;6 removed to the west, lo(

I
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until

where he remained
when he came to Jewell county,

Minnesota;

eating in
[871,

up a homestead claim in that
le is a farmer bj occupation and is
jrear.
Lis
Kansas.
wife, who was also a native of the Keystone

Miss Frances Emery; who was born
county in 1X70. a daughti
of

ell

1

state,

In

died in Jewell county, in [874.
the usual manner of fanner
pfr mi spent the da\

E

childhood upon his father's farm.
d enough he assisted in the
pork of the fields and through the winter
mason he pursued his education in the PleasWhen only ten years of
Bit Valley School.
age he began to earn his own li\ ing by work-

farm hand through the summer
while in the winter he continued his
Budies, being very ambitious in that direcibn.
Eventually he prepared himself for
teaching, and his work in the schoolroom
nature that won him high com.1
.

He had

mendation.
c<

>ncisely to others the

In 1895 and
f his zeal in his work.
1896 he was principal of the schools of Ford held a similar position in the EbWhen the
Son schools in the year ,1897.
51

gust 8,

in Mankato, AuCompton was besieged by

convention met

[899, Mr.

nomination for the
office of register of deeds and acquiescing in
their demands he was nominated and elected
his friend- to accept the

by

eighty-nine votes.
Hie
reposed in him has never been betrayed.
His work has been thoroughly executed in a methodical, practical and prompt
Banner, and he makes it his pleasure as well
a

plurality of

trust thus

sist

is

blessed

1>\

["he

coun-

the presence

Blanche

interesti

hospitalit)

of the best

and

homes

their circle of friendt

.

111]

n

t
>

<

is

well

km

i-

»\\

verj extensive.

n in musical

Mr.

1

and i- the efficient leader of the Mankato Cornet Band, which he has advanced to
the cit)

a pleasing

he

i-

degree of efficiency.

public-spirited

As

a citizen

and progressive, with-

holding his support from no measure^for the
general good and co-operating in every

movement

that

tend- to ad,

intellectual, social

PETER

and mural progress.

B.

KIMPLER.

the ability to impart

knowledge
he had acquired and every school with which
he was connected received new stimulus by
and

two

settlers of the

of Marikato and the surrounding district is
extended to our subject and his wife and
-

his early

clearly

Their home

ty.

of

in J<

1

Emery, one of the early

JCansas, taking
1
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in as

tar as

it

lies

in his

Prominent among the business men of
Ellinwood is Peter B. Kimpler. who for a

number of years has been

closely identified

with the history of the city as a representasome of its most important business
interests.
He is a man of keen discrimination and sound judgment, and his executive
tive of

and excellent management have
brought to the concerns with which he is
connected a large degree of success.
The
safe,
conservative policy which he has
inaugurated commends itself to the judgment of all and has secured to him a patability

ronage which makes the volume
transacted over his counters of great importance and magnitude. He is to-day the
owner of the oldest and most exten
niture store in the city and also is a mem-

&

,-eryone who wishes to examine the
record- or obtain information in his office,

ber of the Mill

obliging manner and kindly
His
n he has made many friend-.
term of office will continue until the 1st of
January. 1903. and we predict that it will
is last public service, for his capability and fidelity are recognized thn

Mr. Kimpler was born in Mendota, Illinois, in 1858. and is a son of Peter Kimpame t Barton county, Kansas, in
1872, and secured a claim of a section and
f bn ad prairie land, upon which he
a half
made tine improvements, developing an ex-

the

cellent

through

ci

his

unty.

Mr. Compton was united

in

marriage to

Elevator

Company

at

Ill-

1

farm.
He was also identified with
Frederick Steckel in dis]
the Santa

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Fe railroad lands, and was instrumental in
bringing to this county for location many
men who have become leading farmers and
prominent business men of this portion of
Aside from his importance in
the state.
this direction Mr. Kimpler always devoted
attention to agricultural pursuits

his

and

handsome
family home-

store building, which
eight)- feet in depth.

is

by

feet front

fifty

He was

a stockholder

Bank of Ellinwood until 1900, and in
1892 he purchased su>ck and a half interin the Star Elevator, of which he beHe then
came sole proprietor in 1897.
built a new track and scale office and enin the

est

was very

successful, acquiring a

larged the capacity of his elevator, and in

fortune.

He

the grain trade is doing a successful business, making excellent shipments.

died

on the

and

his sons are

old

age of seventy years,

stead in 1896, at the
still

in possession of the

property.

Upon that farm Mr. Kimpler of this reHis father desired he
view was reared.
should engage in the tilling of the soil and
in the other work of the farm, but his tastes
were more in the line of commercial pursuits
and he decided to devote his energies to

Accordingly in 1879 he
Ellinwood and accepted a clerkship

merchandising.

came

to

in the store of V. S. Musil, a dealer in
He had acquired
harvesting implements.
only a common-school education and he
now devoted his leisure time in the evenings t< study at home, so that he largely
supplemented his knowledge acquired in

the sch.-ol room. In 1880 he became a railroad and freight clerk at Rincon, Xew Mex-

the

ico, in

Company.

employ of the Santa Fe Railroad
By the following year he had

acquired capital sufficient to enable him to
establish a small furniture store in a

little

frame building where the Bank of Ellin-

wood

now

is

located.

With

w

uld bring to

him desirable

success.

He

prospered from the beginning and in
18S5 he erected a handsome brick block,
is now occupying a double store.
As his patronage has increased he has enlarged his stock and to-day he carries a

where he

extensive line of furniture of all
kinds than any other man in Barton county.
Ik- also deals in musical instruments, making a specialty of pianos and organs.
He
ni'

re

alsi

dow
ness

:

'

He

fare.

has served for two years as cityit
is not because of special

treasurer, hut

prominence in public affairs that he has
and is justly entitled to the respect and
confidence of his fellow men, for his personal qualities are such as to
bility

late

ness

make men

es-

Kindness and amia-

teem and honor him.

not only characterize his social rehut are a marked feature in his busi-

11-.

life.

characteristic

energy he began the improvement of his
property and the building up of a trade, applying himself with unremitting energy to
the ci mduct of the enterprise in a manner
that

Mr. Kimpler was united in marriage toMiss Lizzie Bockemohle, and their union
has been blessed with four children, nameWilliam, Esther, Elfred and Frank.
ly
Mr. Kimpler has erected a fine frame residence in Ellinwood and as the result of his
business success he has become the posf a >nsiderable means and is enabled
sess' r
to surround his family with all of the comforts and many of the luxuries of life.
Nothing affords him greater happiness than
to minister to them, and it seems that he
cannot do too much to enhance their wel-

DAVID

T.

LEWIS.

The rapid development of all material
resources during the closing year of the
nineteenth century brought business enterprises up from the day of small things to
large proportions, where thousands of dollars take the place of

men

hundreds, and where

are required to handle large

carefully,

as

coolly and as

amounts

as

successfully as

their grandfathers handled hundreds.

One

and win-

of the most successful, energetic and reliable business men of Barton county is David
J. Lewis, whose resourceful business ability

shades and dues an undertaking busiupon the three floors of his double

and keen discrimination enables him to carryforward to successful completion whatever

carries a fine line of carpets

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
he undertakes. He is now manager and one
of the stockhi Iders of the large department
[(
isington, w hich 1- conducted
under the business style of the E. R. Moses
In this relation he
Mercantile Company.
extensive business affairs and the
prosperity which is attending his labors is

had

indicative of his

marked

Mr. Lewi- was born

ability.
in

land, in (849, and is a son of
carpenter.
The son learned

London, EngJohn Lewis, a

the builder's
trade in his native city and in Wale-, and

when

young man he went

a

penter

1

to sea as a car-

vessel, but not finding
congenial he lefl the ship
Halifax. Nova Scotia, whence

sailing

a

in

upatii n
r

Ei

1

afterward made his way to New York
and later to Scranton, Pennsylvania,
where he was located during the Molly MaAfter a time he rem
guire days.
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where he engaged in
contracting and building, and subsequentlj
he was located at Berlin, and at Cleveland.
Ohio. v
ed on an extensive conthat cit) he was martracting
\nn Jones, a daughel
ter of M. M. ]< nes, ami in 1878 he came to
Rice count}-. Kansas, casting in his lot
.

I

Mr. Lewi- remi

Lend and erected a dormitoi
and also had charge and the
>.

some

of the leading buildings of the city.
Ii [89] he became associated with the firm
of (i. X. and E. K. Moses, general mer-

and came

to
|, dsingti m,,
w here a
been conducted on a small
scale. Through his capable managemi
enterprise ha- grown until thej now utilize
nineteen thousand, four hundred and sixty£
four square feet
floor -pace and the building i- well -locked with a large and carefully
I

d

1

The business
name of
Moses Mercantile Company, and

selected line
[

the

R.

E.

1

f

general

anized

lie

city

utter destruction.

[887

In

them or threatened

exterminated

not

them with

I
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Mr. Lewis

room

is on<

in

gi

ods.

[900, under the

of the stockholders.

In the

and heavy hardware, tinware, stationery and book- in the
there is crockery and silverware, musical instruments, boots and shoes; in the third
first

is

shelf

;

room

furniture

in

the

fourth room implements and all kind- of
machinery and iron utensils. On the
floor is the tin shop and plumbing
ment and a large line
r doing the repair w
i- also an undertaking department, a furniture store and a large line of pictures, with
Tl
a framing department.
mechanic- & r d> ing the work
every line
and employ about fifteen salesmen and me1

1

entered a

His
unculth ated land.
a cyclone before it was completed, but he rebuilt it and
He experienced
there remained until 1887.
rivations and hardships during the
but his determined will and
gi
anagement enabled him to g;
cess.
le prospered through buying ami selli

ctii

n

1

if

home was destroyed by

first

I

ing land,

making judicious

and

1 he sent a

an

to

well

old

the

clean

bottom he

it.

but

excellent

man

di

the

as

called out, "Pull

n n

man
me

with rattlesnakes." Mr. Lewis
jan to raise him. Inn just as the man
readied the top he slipped and fell t>
torn; no sound came and Mr. Lewis thereUp,

it

-

tilled

fore ran for assistance.
They got the
out 111. re dead than alive and
lie

more were

a bull snake
in

the well.

wild animals as well as
ful in those davs,

:

i:

chanic-.

They can

>v\'\

from eye glasses
furnishing of a house

of man.

b

meet the demands of a farmer for every
thing from machinery to seed.
The hunter
and the ri-hermaiv can obtain all

to

I

sporting

every article of manufactun
found.
The arrangement ai
fact,

excellent
-

judgment,

daily transacted

i

ver

and

the

its

man

Ei

snake to

fi

and that hundreds
Various kinds of
snakes were plenti-

for advancing; civilization

hey which Mr. Lev
itself to the judgment of all and
red to the company the p
which makes the vi lunie f their trade transi

commends

i
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and of wide extent.

company

The

prosperity of the

at this place is certainly

due

in a

very large measure to the manager, the gentleman whose name introduces this review.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis has
been blessed with four children, namely:
John M., who is now employed as a clerk
in the wholesale department of his father's
store; Katie May; and Eleanor and Genevieve, twins.
Mr. Lewis has served as a
member of the city council and the school
board, and discharges his duties in a very
prompt and capable manner. He holds membership with the Modern Woodmen of
America. In business life he has long since
left the ranks of the many to stand among
the successful few, and his record shows that
the possibilities of Kansas are good, and
that

citizens

its

lives are

may hope

for success

their

if

permeated by strong purpose and

characterized by unfaltering diligence.

JOHN WESLEY BRESSLER.
of the representative men of Reno
county, Kansas, is John Wesley Bressler,
the owner and operator of the Silver Creek
stock farm, which is so named from the

bright and sparkling stream which abundantly water? it.
Although he is counted
as one of the substantial citizens of the
county, he is still a young man, his birth

having

been

on

December

county, Indiana.

22,

1862,

in

His parents were

Henry and Eva (Branner) Bressler. the
former of whom was born in Pennsylvania,
about 1814. and died in Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1864.
The mother of our subject
was Eva (Branner) Bressler, and she was

born

m

Berwick. Pennsylvania,

was married
second year.

in

1830,

and died in her fiftyEight children were born to

in 1847.

these parents, the seven
turity being as follows:

leaving one son; Mrs. Belle Halton. who
resides in Oklahoma.
Mr. and Mrs. Bressler were farmers, and for the time and locality were considered to be in very comfortable circumstances.
John W. Bresslei i this sketch received
his early rearing on a farm and until the
age of fifteen years had school advantages,
1

but after the death of his father
One hunobliged to look after himself.
dred miles from home he secured employment, and his next six years were spent in
work for others. By steady applicatii n to his
ever honest, faithful and energetic,
advanced in the confidence c f his
employers.
On April [8, [882, he was
united in marriage to. Miss Martha J.
Ryan, who was born in Indiana, a daughter of George and Mary (Butcher
R\an,
the former born in Ohio and the latter in
Indiana. The death of Mrs. Ryan occurred
in Indiana, but Mr. Ryan still survives and
resides with his only other daughter, who is
Mrs. Julia Tooley, of Missouri.
duties,

:

1

One

Owen

sims; John W., our subject; Mrs. Jane
Hudson, who died in Clay county, Indiana,

who grew to maNathan, who lives

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Bressler lived
in Indiana for two years following their
marriage,'but in the fall of 18S4 they moved
Kansas, and Mr. Bressler
rented a farm near Sterling, determined to
try farming in the new state before purchasing land.
Two years later he felt satisfied
that the soil of Kansas and surrounding
- made it one of the most desirable
land in which to make a
permanent home. Hence he bought a farm
in Walnut township, selling the same to advantage in the following year, but purchasing another in the same locality.
In
1898 he also sold this property and b »ught
his farms in Langdon and Bell townships,
.

now owning one thousand and
Four hundred

ten acres.
acres of this large estate he

wheat and corn, having the
remainder given to hay land amd
Early in his operations in this state Mr.

cultivates

in

|

in Rice county.
Kansas
Mrs. Caroline
Lutz. who lives in Owen county, Indiana;
Francis, who resides in the old home, a
widower witli two children
Mrs. Lean
Asher, who died in Indiana leaving three
;

:

Bressler recognized the wisdom of engaging in the breeding, feeding and shipping
of stock, every opportunity presenting itself
for the production of the finest stock in the

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

{fined

md

Silver Creek Stock Farm has
wide and substantia] reputation,

The

vorld.
a

a

feeding and
wide exti
and excellent
him in his unsuccessful career, and if his present
ealth is continued he may become
•

native cattle,

i

.lsually

who

.

Winfield

Academy

ere

a student in

is

sonic

Although

fraternity.

many
them

early

his

en Rule

1

a

'is.

D.

in

1870 began practice

Fn

im that

:e

known

the early

his

the county

-

i88o.

tnty,

da_\

-

i

t

his

was but sparsely

ck and suffering.

settled,

I

Barr.
in

among

who was born

1840.

he trave needs

Ohio has

any worthy citizens

to

fur-

Sun-

the

number

the

for

when

residence,

is

Dr.

Wood

county, Ohio,
His father, Samuel Barr, was a
in

iation.
f

thi-

review enlisted as

Fc

wii'i
el

1880 he has engaged

in

practice

in

1883 he purchased the
re owned by Dr. Dodson and conducted the same until 1886, when he sold
He also purchased the
it
to Dr. Dunn.
John Rader home, which he has enlarged
and
he
now has a very hue
proved
residence and office, the latter being well
equipped with every convenience and accessory necessary for carrying on a sucmedical practice.
The Doctor was united in marriage to
enevra Lynd, of Galesburg,
In

.here he
He is quite

thr

at

place h<

the milder

in

ves-

E

that

since

well

a

With the

In the meantime he took up the
medicine under th<
Dr. Hannon,
Carthage, [llim is, and met
tiie expense of his course himself.
Subsequently he was gradu

and

BARR, M.

V.

Wilming-

Maryland, from which

;

a very excellent

is

order to reach

of

mum

a

...

pens will never be forgi tten.
As soon as Dr. Barr had recuj
his health
in the country

Although
is

t

n recovered his health and strength, but the memthe awful days in southern prison

-teem and conens.

church, he

•

his

place he proceeded homeward.
comforts and care of

life

men

si

'.

justly regarded as one

is

in

iles

^.nnapolis,

he .surmounted

difficulties,

and now

all

with

;

been an

ivays

b

Dr. Barr was sent to Belle Island.
Sick
and exhausted he walked barefooted twen-

the Republican party,
nnected with the Ma-

i"

-

n

nly three of the twenty-eight
In ed thri >ugh the aw ml or

1

and

musical
Airs. Bressability: Gertrude: and Earl.
refinement and great housec< insistent member of
In p litical
the United Brethren church.

member

was shot and thus

he
chil-

great

•-.•lays

>hio

captured and incarcerated in
and was altogether held as a prisoner of

\"irgie Ethel, a miss of

:

[864 he

Im

west.

i

<

fi

.

>

Four bright, beautiful and talented
subject
jrcii have been born to our

active

[nfantrj

>ii

a

r

wintry.

mpany A, Fourteenth

and served
t two
years, after which he was transfers
One Hundred and Forty-fourth I:
\ olunteers,
and was app<
In [862 he was captured
geant.

I

head

G

of

1

very extensive operations in this line
[e keeps some three hun-

ted

member

943

,

;ey

Lynd.

She
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in Rochester, New York, and by
her marriage she became the mother of two
children, but William H.. the elder, is now
The surviving son is Frederick
deceased.
William, who is now located at Grand Encampment, Wyoming, where he is interested
The Doctor holds membership
in mining.
relations with the Masonic fraternity, the
Grand Army of the Republic and the Commercial Club of Ellinwood, and is a leadin-, progressive and popular citizen of this
place.
He has served as a member of the
city council, and for two years was mayor.
discharging his duties with promptness and
fidelitv.
He is always as true to the duties
of citizenship as when he wore the blue uniform of the nation and aided in the defense of the Union in her hour of peril.

was born

W.

R.

WHITE.

R. White, the efficient postmaster of
the thriving city of Geneseo, and one of its
leading and representative citizens, was
born in Park county, Indiana, on the 17th

Xeal
White, was bom in North Carolina. February 11. 1834, and was a son of Thomas
White, who was born November 3. [796.
His father. Joseph White, was bom May
Thomas White.
15, 17110. and died in 1825.
the grandfather of our subject, wedded
Elizabeth Boyd, who was born December
29, [808, and they had eleven children:
Montroville, .Mary Ann, Lewis C. Alice
Susan, John Xeal'. Joshua E.. Rachel E..
Daniel W, William Thomas C. Benjamin
F., and Flortilla M.
John Xeal White, the
father of our subject, married Martha Ellen
Smith, a native of Virginia, and a daughter
of Thomas Smith. This union was blessed
Ava F., of Ridgedale,
with six children:
Tennessee: W. P.. our subject: Thomas E.,
an architect of Jacksonville, Florida; Willard Si, of Tennessee, and an employe of
the Southern Express Company: John L.,

who

is

[866.

His father.

years.

John

connected with the same company:
at the age of twelve
father of this family was called

and May, who died

The

home beyond on

the 25th of Decern-

W. R. White, the immediate subject of
this review, was brought by his father to
Kansas during his infancy, a location being
Our subject afterat Baldwin City.
spent three years in Olivet, Osage
county, Kansas, and later was a resident of
>sage City, this state, for eleven years. He
received a good education, and for two
years was a student at the Urbana, Ohio,

made
ward

'

1

1

I

(

)

Subsequently he followed the
University.
teacher's profession in Ellsworth count]!

He proved a caKansas, for three years.
pable instructor, being able to impart clearknowledge he
others
the
ly and concisely to
had acquired. He also tided the important
office of principal of the schools of Geneseo.
After abandoning the teacher's profession
Mr. White entered the journalistic held, as
editor and proprietor of the Geneseo Herald, a clean, newsy sheet and a strong advo-

W.

of March,

to the

ber, 1897.

cate of Republican principles. In July. 1897,
under President McKinley, he was ap-

pointed to the responsible position of posl
Geneseo, and is now the incumHe is discharging his
bent in the office.

]

i

i

'

;

duties with promptness and fidelity, and has

won
rons

the respect

the

of

and admiration of the
Mr. White was

office.

pat-

the

the people for city clerk, in which

E

he served for three years and has many
times been a delegate to county and con-

He

has ever been
an active and loyal worker in the ranks of
in
the principles
his party, believing firmly
set forth by its platform, and doing every-,
al

thing

in

conventions.

power

his

for

its

upbuilding and

advancement.
In 1892 at Little River. Kansas. Mr.
White was united in wedlock to Eliza W.
Finnemore, a woman of intelligence and culture.
She was born in London, Englanffl
and is a dan-liter of William FinnemocI
who spent his entire life in London. He was
born there in 1819, and was there called to

He was

his final rest.

the father of ten chil-

Charles W. Finnemosi
was for several years a resident of Rice
county. Kansas. "Mr. and Mrs. White are
dren,

and

his son.

the pare-iii-

-

f

three

children

— Gilbert

G.,

!

;

,

j

j

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
A\

a

I'

and Willard

.

In his

L.

-

kid Fellows and with the

<

United Workmen.

i

He

a

is

mem-

ber of the Svvedenborgian church, and his

wife

membership

Episcopal
His life has been characterized by
nd hard w« >rk, and to
His high
due.
me to him solely because of
y, and as a citizen he commands
ct of all who know him.

holds

parch.

the

in

-

.

ANDREW
Andrew

Hicks has had an eventful
in detail would

J.

which

life,

HICKS.

J.

told

if

many chapter-

of thrilling interest equal to

He

the tales

is

now

quietly fol-

well a 'lint}
where he has large landed
[1

near

1

nia.

d maintains a
e

heme

in-

after the nian-

itleman, for although

i

American citizen Mr. Hie'

He

England, his natal day beE a
fam•e ancestry can he traced
nine hundred years and numbers many men
names figure prominently on the
ry.
His great-grandRev. Dr. George Hick- was a
1

i

England while

L

the celebrated English artist,
r

was

als

udan with the British
under the khedive of
ing killed there, together with alentire army.

Hicks, wl
army., and

-

-

served

Thomas

Dr.

was

subject, as

rd

I

licks,

the

father

was born in Herefordshire. Engand not only owned an estate there,
ne in county Cork, Ireland, and in
:es he served as a justice of the
peace.
He was a noted physician in his day
a typia large landed pn iprietor
ish gentleman, who held important
under the British government.
the British embassy
subject,

land,

—

.

-

•'

the earl

i

if

Rip

n.

Ei

years beginning in 1838, and his connection with public affairs and his in
pn perty interests made him on<

men

ing

lt

mged

b

a

merchants.
tate

in

lie

of his locality.

Nash, who was born
familj

E

1

in

be-

elebrated and wealthy

1

County Cork,

in

at their estate in

shire,

1897.

in

married Helen

London and

death occurred

Ill-

wife died

One

hi-

at

1885,

of their

es-

while his

Torquay,

I

-ins

is

the

Rev. Thomas Hick-, vicar of St. Mathiachurch at Torquay, a wealthy man and a
large benefactor of his parish.
Another
son. Dr. George Hicks, is a celebrated physician in London.
A daughter. Mi-- C. E.
Hicks, is iiving in Rome, while an ther
daughter, Mrs. L. K. Herschel, resides at
Bordighera, Italy.
Andrew- J. Hicks acquired a class
ucation under private instruction until sixteen years of age. when he entered the
British army with the commission of ensign
in the Forty-seventh Infantry.
He served
for four years in England and then went
with his regiment to New Zealand, serving
in

nati

a

is

Rome, under

at

nnec ted with the Independent

Order of

945

army

the colonial

for

four and a half

years, being attached to the Fourth

Regiment.

On

the

expiration

Waikato
of

that

•iraiia. where
terms he engaged in teaching
Before leaving Australia he served for two
and a half years on Her Majesty's ship
Curacoa, a man f war.
Returning
Mr. Hick- remained there tor about three years and then
came to the United S
ing first in Jacksonville, Illinois, but after a
few ni' nth- wei
City, where he
remained for a year. On the expiration of
that period he came t" Jewell county and
secured a pre-emption claim of one hundred
and sixty acres in Athens township, which
lias since been Ins permanent
leasantly and conveniently situated
three miles southeast of fonii
of the finest country seats in

era!

1

1

1

:

I

the state, his large and commodi
dence being beautifully furnished and disrt of the
playing the taste and
gentleman. All of the farm build1
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of his nativity the Doctor was reared and
educated .and in accordance with the laws
of his o untry he performed military serv-

ings are substantial structures and everything about the place is indicative of the
enterprise and careful supervision of the
owner. He began life here in a sod house,
afterward lived in a shack, then a small
frame dwelling and in course of time this

was replaced by

He was a student and is a graduate
one of the medical colleges of Berlin,
in 1856 he came to America, where he
accepted a position as physician and sur-

ice.

of

and

his present attractive resi-

Gallatin State Hospital.

dence.

quently he returned to Fort Churchill, Cali-

daughter of Joshua and Julia Anne
(Johns) Cheney, who became honored pioIn
neer settlers of the Sunflower state.
his political views Mr. Hicks is a Republican, warmly endorsing the principles of
-nice bethe party which he ha<
coming an American citizen. In religious
He is a man of
faith he is an Episcopalian.
considerable means, deriving a pleasing income from his English estate. He is exceedingly generous and his home is celebrated for its splendid hospitality. Benevolent and philanthropic, he and his wife haw

fornia,

a

done much good among
and those in nei
in Jewell county

than

Andrew

\.

more

is

their

He

was detailed by the government to go on an
expedition to Hung Kong, China.
Subse-

In Jewell county, Kansas, in 1883, Mr.
Hicks was united in marriage to -Miss Mary
Ellen Cheney, a native of Zanesville, Ohio',

and

later

Silver City.

ernment

was located

Yuba and

service.

at

Gold

Hill,

Bonita, in the gov-

From

the last

named

place

he w'as ordered to Washington city in
1 86 1, on the breaking out of the Rebellion,
and served throughout the war. He was

wounded four times while

acting as physician and surgeon to cavalry troop-.
After

the Rebellion he located in Concordia. Missouri, where he was engaged in the practice
of medicine for about a decade.
In 1875 Dr. Bulow came west and
bought a quarter section of land in what
- :aff
county, Kansas,

n

ii'i.l

upon
and the Doctor was one of the

lage of Stafford has since been built
a part of

universally liked

it.

Here he
to locate the town site.
istructed a sod house, twelve by
fourteen feet, and then erected an
twelve by twenty feet, and made the house
two stories in height. It was the first and
only two-story sod house in the county.
Lumber was very scarce in those d;
therefore he used the material m«
The
in the construction of the dwelling.
house, however, had a shingle n
window frames, doors and floor
and was a very comfortable dwelling. Later

committee

Hii

.

HENRY
Henry

F.

F.

BULOW,

Bulow

is

M. D.

the pioneer physi-

cian of Stafford. Kansas, and in the days
when Barton county was on the borders of

he ministered to the needs of
frontiersmen who sought medical assistance,
oftentimes sacrificing his own
convenience that he might go
to the relief of those upon whom disease had
His ability made his
laid a heavy hand.
visits attended by results most satisfactory
and commendable, and from the early days
of the history of this community he has occupied a front rank among leading physicivilization

the

he erected a large and commodious residence and barn and made other substantial

improvements

i

Dr.

Bulow was born

in

Berlin.

would swim

Ger-

1822, a son of Otto Bulow.
who for sixty-two years held the rank of
general in the German army. In the place

his

place.

Through-

He had become an expe
back rider while in the service of the government, and when he found it necessary
horseback.

cians.

many. March

upon

out the years he continued in active praccountry on
tice through riding over the

to

r

!

his horse across the creeks in

homes of the early setbridges had not been constructed
at that time. He traveled far and wide in

older

9.

I

reach the
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o ntinued his practice in
Stafford and throughout the surrounding
itrj
until 1892, when he n

Kremlin.

up

Lajunta,

built

cultivated by

was united
una Steckhahn,
-11

Iftrents

1

—

Emma

and married

They have

Pleasant.

— Henry.

ilreu.

The family is
mmunity and

Anna

Alma

and
one of prominence
the

i

>octor's

circle

is almost co-extensive with his
He is serving as
acquaintances.
been president of the

Is

ird
is

membei

a

illiam,

Oklahoma: Mrs.
C.

\Y.

plished

-

s

who maki

V.,

S.

;

a

rid

Decker,

who

county,

Kremlin

much

r

His w

fi

died

:

,

Rice

in

the welfan

was also-a mi
denomination and was an able
him in his work.
F. X. Masemore, w
mji n.

Lremlin,

I

Becki
of

became the
Henry, Charlie

three children,
but the last tw<
an enterprising

t

1.

The sun

Charlie.

to

Waukomis,

Mudg(

i

A

marriage

in

res

if

native

a

minenl

pr<

E. J.

-

They

[834.

111

hi

a

"..

>klal

(

.\

md

(

I.

I
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ife

ass

:

this review, attended

1

He was

county, Indiana.
teen year-

a youth

when he came with

his parents to

coun-

Army

which lie has twice been canwhile at the present time he is
surgeon. He is also a raem-

nam

been an imp.
and adva

factor

in

have wr<

inch

ber of yea

i'und. a soldier's ass.

idising

at

R

.

Ellinwood.
\ihing to be found in a first-class
ient of that characti
extensively engaged in the n
ness, and in both branches he is
with a high and well merited
1

F.

MASEMORE.

X.

:cess

and enterprise

at

Ster-

itative in
'

is

review.

cess.

of \V.

J.

led

December,

Knoxville,

Rice county in 1878.
man. and has since been an
r in the upbuilding and im-

-

ality.

;

He

is

a native

Mr

In 1887
marriage

Arkansas,

young

a

X. M;

the real estate business at Sterling,

and

when

.

genera] merchandising

in

d

;
i

lited

Baile

tllim

>

.

to her final

1N07.

in

She

is.

resl

leaving three

cl

and Verna. On the [9th of
April. [899, Mr. Masemore was again marid union being with Miss
Josie B. Specht, who was reared and edukVillis

'

born near AlHis father. Jacob
liana, and
ist,
1878. he took up his abode in
nty. Kansas, becoming a leading
merchant and business man at Raymond.
th occurred there at the age of fiftyfour years, and his wife is also deceased.
They were the parent- of the following
nty,

•

:

irch

8,

Indiana,

cated in Rice count]

.

I

and
Mase-

inent

1865.

ity.
ii

M)r.

mocratic party

Masonic
Knight Temp-

ected with the
fraternity.
lar in

1890.

He was made
is

a

men

a

'

ing

mandery. No. 47. and was ma.de
second-degree

Mason

in

181)7.

Tl

Com-

a thirty-
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Masemore cannot fail to be of widespread interest, for he ranks high in commercial circles in the Sunflower state, which
has given to' the Union some of its most
eminent professional and business mien.
of Mr.

By

the spring of 1880 having saved money
with which to buy a team, he moved on his
claim and within three years had put about
sixty acres under cultivation.

Mr. Blank married
daughter of John and
Mary Slattman. Mrs. Blank was born in
Hanover, Germany,, and was brought tc
the United States at the age of seven years
by her parents, who located in northeast
Missouri, whence they removed in 1879 to
Allen township, Kingman county, Kansas.
Mr. and Mrs. Blank have the following children
Mary, the eldest, married L. Cochran and lives in Oklahoma.
The others,
who are members of their parents' household, are named Emma, Anna. Lizzie, Nettie. Clara and George.
Mr. Blank has given his attention to
general farming and stock-raising, and he
usually keeps about sixty-five head of cattle of a g'ood grade.
He built his twostory residence in 1898 and his thirty-twoPolitiby-thirty-four-foot barn in 1900.
cally he was formerly a Republican,
but
during recent years he has acted with the
October

16,

Lucy Slattman,

JACOB BLANK.
The prominent farmer in section 20,
Eagle township, Kingman county. Kansas,
win se name Ys aTiove. has exemplified in his
career the virtues of integrity and industry
and others which are usually attributed to
men 0'f his nationality, and owning one hundred and sixty acres of fine land in Sage
the
is
township, besides his home farm
proprietor of three hundred and twenty
acres, well improved, productive and val1

,

uable.
in Switzerland,
son of Nicholas Blank,
was left an
years
and at the age of two
He was cared for by friends of
orphan.
bis family until be was sixteen years old.
From then until he was eighteen years old
be worked in a flouring-mill in his native

[ao

July

1)

25,

Blank was born

1

852.

a

land and then came to America. In his fam-

were eight children and three
came to the United States first
then Saul and Christian and
is,
In 1870 Jacob
Pennsylvania.
in
came and joined his three brothers in Berks
county, where they were engaged in farmHe was engaged there at farm work
ing.
two years and then went to Hamilton county. Ohio, where for a like period he was
employed in a factory. He then returned
to Pennsylvania and for four years worked
of

ilv

—
—

brothers

his

Chester
at Coatesville,
in a rolling mill
In September, 1878. he made his
advent to Sedgwick county. Kansas, where
d employment at farm work.

county.

In 1879 Mr. Blank went to Kingman
county. Kansas, and rook possession of a
land claim in the northeast quarter of section 20, Eagle township, upon which he
built a hi imesteader's ten-by-twelve house.

O

paid employment in Sedgwick ci unty, he hired twenty acres of his
planted it to sod corn.
and
claim plowed

ntinning

in his

1883.
a

:

He is a member of the
Modern Woodmen of America of Norwich

People"s party.

Lodge, No. 316, Independent Order of Odd
and of Norwich Lodge. No. 310,
He
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.
.

of the organizers of school district

No. 38, and for ten years has been a

mem-

A

mod-

ber

1

f

the

ti

vvnship school board.

unobtrusive man, Mr. Blank, possibly
force of example than by precept,
exerts a recognized influence for good upon
In a business way he has
his community.
won the commendation of his fellow citizen- and won a success which should be an
est,

more by

eno uragement to young men of
enterprise

who would

LLNDLEY

M.

succeed in

spirit

and

life.

PRESNALL.

Lindley M. Presnall. whose well developed farm on section 26. Cedar township,
indicates the enterprise and progressive spirit
of the owner, has been a resident of BarHe
ber county since November 14. 1883.
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is

native

a

f

<

middle west, his birth
[enrj a muity, Indiana,

the

m
on the

1

340.

51

was a nan-,
North Carolina, and

Presnall,

iel

ty,

Hannah
datives

(Littler)
that

I

1

lis

e of

a

The

resided

'

father,

ruilfi

1

>an-

1

son of John and

Presnall,

state.

iginally

1

in

who were
family.

also

Massachusetts,

the

heir son, Daniel Presnall,
ur subject, was reared amid
frontier life in the
scenes
£

days.

wild

I

1

On

1

:

He

:

1

Arm

Id,

seph

J.

Wo

of
G.,
this

who

ds o unty. Oklahoma; JoLindley
wl
review; Jesse R. and Reuben,
:

ha
Hiatt: Elizabeth
>

The mother

ssed

D.

away; Cynthia S.
White; and Sarah.

of this family died in 1865, at
.-three years, loved and re-

all
for her good qualities of
mind and for her sunny dispoHer father survived her for sometune, passing away at the age of ninetyone years. By occupation he was a farmer

spected bj

in-

in

Henry

Presnall spent

He

mind.

his

acquired

good English education in the common
and in 1859, when nineteen years of
age, he started westward, locating in Oska.Mahaska
county. Iowa. There he enloosa,
gaged in teaching school and was g
nected with the insurance business for sevyears, both in Mahaska and Jasper
counties in the
On the 19th

Hawkeye
1

stale.

August, [863, Mr. Presmarriage to Rebecca E.

1

was united in
Kinley. the wedding taking place in a
Quaker church. She was born in Wayne
county. Indiana, near Richmond, and was
daughter of Joel and Rachel (Hunt)
a
Kinley. both natives of North
a son, Joel L.
By this marriagi
(

Presnall,

now

living in Byron,

V\

Oklahoma, where he follows farming
and stock-raising.
The wife and,
ty.

died at the early age of twenty-thre
in the faith of the Friends' church, with
which she was identified. On the 15th of
November. 1868, Mr. Presnall was again

married, his second union being with Mrs.
Semira A. (White) Cox, the widow- of
Mahlon Cox. By her first marriage she had
two children. Lindley H., who is now living in Boise City. Idaho, and Mrs.
E.

was one of

M.

schi ols,

She

his life

.

a

sition.

and

homestead

the old famil)

early instilled inn

heart and

k dealer

sla

the days of his boyhood and youth, and lessons of industry, economy and honesty were

nall

seph Ratliff, being

bers of tin
to Indiana.

stem of

count}, Indiana. Lindley

ne of the first memFriends that removed
took up his abode there in
[816 and was very prominent in the relenomination with which he was
i.
He married Rebecca Lamb, who
from the south. The marriage of
Is
Daniel and Huldah Presnall was blessed
with nine children, eight of whom reached
namely
Mrs. Rebecca
yea:f maturity,
Jane Ware, of Barber county; Hannah L.

Ji

-\

n<rth and freedom.

eral

Guilfi

the

b

were assisted on their wa\

slaves

and was married in Henry
Ratliff. who was born in
rd county, North Carolina, her father.
state

county to Huldah

Ippi sed

<

became identified with the abolition movement and ln> home was a station pn the underground railroad, whereby the fugitive

how-

and representatives of the name removed
from the north, taking- up their abode in
It was in the year
North state.
the old
1826 that John Presnall and his wife reIndiana, taking Up thei:'
Henry ci unty. where they spent their rej

ress.
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Smitl
is the

;

widow
!.

1

).

Smith,

H. Smith and

who

is

the Hawaiian Islands.

Honolulu,

in

Presnall

a d.-.\

is

ilifornia.

!

of Charles

now- in

Mrs.

>mas and Eliza-

was given the Freesoil party and he voted

beth White, of Iowa, who removed from
North Car> lina to Indiana and subsequently

William Henry Harrison in 1836 and
again in 1840.
He was an elder in the
Friends' church, took an active part in its
work and was deeply interested in it- pn g-

Both died in Jasper county.
mother at the age of seventy-six year-. In
Unto
their family were twelve children.

-

for

activity.

His

political

took up their

aln

de in the

Hawke;
1
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qualities

twenty months.
In the year 1883 Mr. Presnall arrived
in Barber county, Kansas, and secured one

ful

hundred and sixty acres of land on the InHere he has developed an exdian tract.
cellent farm, improved with all modern acHe has now two
cessories and equipments.
hundred and forty acres of land six miles
northeast of Hazelfon, and his farming operations have been so successfully conducted that he is now numbered among the
He
substantial citizens of this community.
has given his political support to the Republican party and for two terms has served
1

as trustee of

township. Fraternally he

"his

is

Masonic order, in which
he has attained the Royal Arch degrees.
He was made a Mason in Lebanon Lodge,.
No. 227, F. & A. M.. in Iowa, in 1868,
and for twelve terms has served as master
of Charity Lodge, Xo. 263, of Kansas.
Thoroughly conversant with its tenets and
identified with the

its

principles, he exemplifies in his life its

beneficent spirit.
right

manhood

The

an upthrough his

qualities of

are his, and

all

residence in Kansas he has commanded the
respect and esteem of his fellow men.

DANIEL

A.

BANTA.

Kansas has always been distinguished
for the high rank of her bench and bar.
Perhaps none of the newer states can justly boast of abler jurists or attorneys.

Many

them have been men of national fame,
and among those whose lives have been
passed on a quieter plane there is scarcely
a town or city in the state but can boast
of

of one or more lawyers capable of crossing swords in forensic combat with any of
the distinguished legal lights of the United
States.
While the growth and development
of the state in the last half century has been
most marvelous, viewed from any standpi int. yet
t
no one class of her citizenship
has she greater reason for just pride than
her juidees and attorneys.
In Daniel A.
1

we find united many of the rare
which go to make up the successlawyer.
He possesses perhaps few of
those brilliant, dazzling, meteoric qualities,
which have sometimes flashed along the
legal horizon, riveting the gaze and blinding the vision for a moment, then disappearing, leaving little or no trace behind,
but rather has those solid and more substantial qualities which shine with a constant luster, shedding light in the dark
places with steadfastness anjd continuity.
Mr. Banta has in an eminent degre that rare
ability of saying in a convincing way the
right thing at the right time, and this has
been a potent element in his success. His
connection with the bar of central Kansas
dates from 1884, at which time he began
practice in Great Bend, where he has since
remained.
Banta

Mr. and Mrs. Presnall has been born one
son. Mahlon C, who died at the age of

j

Mr. Banta was born

in

Union

City,

Ohio, September 9, 185 1, and is a son of
Albert M. Banta, a farmer, who is now living in Topeka. He came to Kansas in 18S2,
locating in Osage county, where he continued, agricultural pursuits for a time, but at
present he

is

living retired in the capital city.

His son, Daniel A. Banta, was reared upon
a farm and pursued his education in the
schools of Indiana.
In early he took' up
the painter's trade, which he followed until
1872, but believing that he would prefer
professional life he began the study of law
under the direction of Asbury Steele of
Marion. Indiana. In 1878 he was admitted
to the bar and engaged in practice in the
Hoosier state until his removal to Kansas.
He was at the time in ill health and hoped
that change of climate would prove beneficial.
He was troubled with rheumatism
and his eyesight was greatly affected. He
found in the salubrious climate of this portion of the Sunflower state the tonic he
needed, for he is now in the enjoyment of
excellent health and does not need to use

On coming to Great Bend he entered into partnership as a member of the
of Diffenbacher & Banta, a relation that
glasses.

firmi

was maintained until 1896. since which time
Mr. Banta has been alone.
He makes a
specialty of the practice of criminal law and
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strong and comprehensive in
is quick to grasp the salient

el)

and presenl them \\ ith tellFrom 1887 until [889 he served
torney, ha\ ing been appointed to
May r \. J. Bnckland.
Mr. Banta was united in marriage to
Samuel J.
Day, a daughter
Miss Mai
arne to Bart n
county in 1875 and engaged in tin.' prac.

\

.

1'

•!

1

1

.

here until

,v

m

lie then

1894.

Sioux City, lew

n
at"

sixty years

1

i

a.

re-

where he died
Three chil-

age.

dren have been born unto -Mr. and Mrs.
Dan. Arthur and George
Banta, namely:

Oup

Pi

H

He

argument.

when

Miss

95'

subject

1-

a

member

of the Frater-'

Aid and of the Benevolent Order of
He is a gentleman of strong force
Elks.
of character and marked individuality, who
nal

has ^ ined an eminent position in in- proor high!)
In

I

cial

si

Their children were

Lge

James G., John \\\. Thomas VV.,
ami Benjamin I.
the Fathei
>av\
n,
James
subject, came to Barton county in
<

(in

!ns

r.

:

51

I

arrival

[875.

he erected a small board

Si ml
sectii m 2
I cated
>n
township.
He entered a quarter of that
intinsectii 1;
fn in the gi >vernmen1 and
ued to make it his home until his death.
In a year after his arrival here he was
joined by his family and for aboul
the) resided in a small building which he
had erected, after which he replaced it with

cal in.

1

1

.

good bam
upon the
which stand as monuments to his
His death occurred
thrift and enterprise.
in
[888, when he was titty-two yi

He built also a
a tine residence.
and made other improvements
place,

age, but

circles.

his
1"

who

wife,

Margaret

bore

Clark,

the
living.

still

is

Their children are: Elmer E., a commission merchant living in Bosti
and Myrsetts: Orrin \\\, of this review
tle, wife of Harry E. Turck, of Ellinwood,
Kansas.
of OrIn taking up the pe::

ORRIN W. DAWSON.
W. Dawson

Orrin

with

identified

ling-

the

has been prominently
business

interests

from early manhood and
Great Bend where he

in

of

rin

W. Dawson we

the life record of one

is

favorably

pursued

William \Y.
The latter came to Barton coun1X73
which
entered
land
and
is now
ty in
Mr. McConahie. Here he erected
a large sod house, sixteen by forty feet. It

He

[1

grandson of

;

the largest houses in this porthe county at that early day and
was eventually nicely plastered and white;

:

washed, being then considered a
for the times.

It sheltered

tine

many

house

of

the

and their families win. came
to the county, the household being
itality.
The owner improved his
farm and became a successful agriculturist.
After acquiring a o n
mpetence
he retired to Great Bend, where he spent
his last davs.
In early life he had married
ttlers

1

known

who

I

is

Barton

in

primary educatii n
schools and afterward became

carrying on operations as a loan, real-estate
ranee agent. He was born in Jones
wa, and is a son of James (1.

D
D

present

is

his

widely and

county.
He
in the public
student
111
a

Normal College of Ureal Bend.
then engaged in teaching school in this
county for a time, but subsequently he accepted a position as bookkeeper and stenographer with the Walnut Creek Mil!:
parry in whose employ he remained
The succeeding years have been
years.
court stenographer and he also
embarked in business for himself as a realHe has
estate, loan and insurance agent.

the Central

a fine

1

ffice,

well equipped for the successful
business and by his well

conduct of his

directed efforts he

is

meeting with credit-

able SU(

Mr. Dawson was united

in

man
;

L.

K.

Munger, of Larned. Kansas, and tl
have two children. Helen and > n thy. Mr.
1
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is a member of the Masonic fraKnights of Pythias society ami
connected with the Ancient Order
of United Workmen and the Sons of VetHe has many friends among his
erans.
brethren of these fraternities and has gained

Dawsi n

ternity, the
is

also

uniform respect and confidence in business
circles, where he is known to be energetic,
prompt and notably reliable.

JOHN

T.

STEVENS.

John T. Stevens is proprietor of a livery and feed stable in Great Bend and is
gaged in raising and dealing in
horses.
In this connection he has a wide
reputation and is well known as an enterprising and successful business man, who
owes his prosperity to his own efforts. He
was born in Montgomery City, Missouri,
February 19, 1S60. and is a son of William R. Stevens, a harness-maker, who came
from Calhoun county, Illinois, and is now
Green. Kentucky.
,a resident of Bowling
where he still follows harness-making. In
that county John T. Stevens was reared to
farm life, and in August, 1877, he came to
the west with a Mr. Haynes. who was tc
locate in Barton county.
He worked for
him at Pawnee Rock, being thus connected
with farming, stock-raising and the handling
of horses.
In April, 1888. he began working on the Santa Fe railroad as a brakeman and in 1894 was promoted to the position of ci nductor, running from Newton to
Dodge City, and en the 3d of March, 1898,
while descending the ladder on the side of
a freight car, it gave way and he was
thrown upon the rails. In the accident he
lost his right foot.
After he was again enabled to take up the active duties .if life
he began dealing in horses and cattle and
was made manager of the Rowe stock farm
in Liberty township, near Great Bend. Kansas.
Here they not only have a fine st< ck
of graded and thoroughbred cattle, but own
many famous animals, including the noted
Hambeltonian Sable Guv. No. [1,552;
Sable Stevens, No. 20723 and R. Kauk,
;

This company has produced
No. 30824.
the finest and best grades of horses seen on

Their premium stallion Sable
is the best pedigreed and highest class
He was
horse produced up to this time.
foaled in 1889, and in 1893. when three
years old, made a record of 2:2334, and
made the same record in 1900. His sire,
Sable Wilkes, held the world's record for
the market.

Guy,

The dam
three year old up to that date.
In adof Sable Guy was Linda Wilkes.
dition to the horses mentioned, Mr. Stevens
owns the finest breeds in the state, and on
his stock farm is an excellent race course
and well equipped stables. In 1900 he purchased the Harvey liven- barn, of Great
Bend, has remodeled and enlarged it and is
now keeping "fifty fine bred horses there.
He buys and sells horses, which he ships to
the east, and also has three hundred head

At one time he owned and conducted a whi ilesale liquor house in Great
carrying
a stock valued at ten thouBend,
He is well known to agrisand dollars.
culturists and horse dealers throughout the
county, and in business has gained an excellent reputation, owing to the high grade
He is a member
of stock which he raises.
of the Order of Railway Conductors.
of cattle.

DANIEL

SMYRES.

P.

Daniel P. Smyres. a pioneer of Rice
county, and a prominent and representative

farmer identified with the settlement, development and growth of central Kansas,
was born in Hocking county. Ohio. October 31, 1845, a son ot Lewis and Martha
Fink) Smyres. b th of whom were natives
of Ohio, in which state they were married.
The paternal grandfather, Ludwig Smyres,
was a native of Pennsylvania, and was of
German descent. He became a prominent
farmer of that state, and subsequentlv removed to Ohio. He had three children:
John. Isaiah and Lewis.
The last-named was born and reared in
the Buckeye state. His father died when he
was quite young and the son was thus
'

(

MR.

AND MRS.

D.

P.

SMYRES.
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or a livehis own
Alter arriving at years of matumarried, and as soon as able pur
chased a tract of land and improved a farm
in Ohio, remaining in that state for a niimIn 1857 he sold that property
years.
i
ler

thrown upon

i

lihood.
rity

lie

i

and removed to \\ abash o
here he purchased land and in the midst
of the heavy timber cleared and improved a
farm upon winch he spent his remaining
1

days, hi- death there

was

1

ccurring

hard-working man

a

in

in

1893.

He

younger

his

days, and as the result of his industry
eame the owner of a valuable property.

be-

lie

was wideh

recognized as one of the leadlag anil influential residents of his community, and for his success in life he deserved

much

credit,

being the architect of hi-

own

fortune- and building wisely and well. In

views lie was first a Whig and
later a Republican, hut he never aspired to
political preferment, desiring rather to givi
his time and attention to his business affairs.
He was widely and favorably known, companding the confidence and respect orf all
who knew him and enjoying an enviable
his political

r.
He was
worthy member of the
lived
an
earnest
and

reputation tor integrity and honi
a

and

consistent

Methodist

church,

His first wife died in 1852.
daughter of Hem'}- Fink, of Kentucky. wh«i became an early settler of Ohio,
where he was extensively engaged in fannChristian

She was

ing.

life.

a

He was

also

a

physician,

patent-

a

man and was

the owner of grist and
engaged in the manufacture
of the Dr. Fink medicines, and led a very
busy and useful life.
He was charitable
and benevolent ami gave freely of
for public enterprises and to relieve the
want- f the needy. For many years he was
a minister of the United Brethren church
and later became identified with the Seventh
Day Adventists.
He was well known
proughout Ohio, commanding the confidence and respect of all who knew him.
His useful, honorable career and marked individuality
left
an
influence
for
good
wherever he went and his worth was widely
acknowledged.
His children were
r» rge,
rights

sawmills,

lie

I

1

:

«
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Methodist minister of Pennsylvania; Earl

a

aiah; Mrs. Martha Smyres;
and Mrs. Mary Lucas.
I'mLewis and
Martha Smyres were born three children.
laniel I'.
lenrv F., a resident
idem of Kansas
and Lewis A., who is living in Illinois. The
ied in 1S52 and Mr. Smyres after
war<! wedded Mrs. Whitcraft, a widow*, who
had five children, whom Mr. Smyres reared
and educated, namely:
Thomas, Jacob,
Crea, Margaret, the wife of William Rolf,
.and Elizabeth, who died at the age
four
teen \ car-.
By the father's second marriage there were six children who attained
to youth or mature years, while others died
in infancy.
The former were: Mary, the
wife of C. Linn: Almira E., who married
William Fulton; John W. and George, twin1

:

1

1

f

but the latter died at the age of sixteen;
Amy R., the wife of A. Connor: .and Ida,
who married F. Connor. At a family reunion held at the old homestead in Indiana
in [898 there were present sixty descendants
and many others were unable to attend.
Mr-. Smyres is yet living there at a ripe old
age.
Both the parents of our subject were

Methi di-t- in religious faith.
Daniel P. Smyres was born in Ohio,
when twelve years of age accompanied

but

on bis removal to Indiana, where
he was reared to manhood, remaining under
the parental roof until 1864, when he enlisted
his father

war

for service in the

coming

a

member

of

of the rebellion, be-

Company K.

(

hie

1

lun-

died and First Regiment of the Indiana
Volunteers. He was afterward transferred
to

the

lofty-eighth

Regiment,

which

was

assigned to the Army of the Cumberland,
R
and joined his command a:
He at nee entered upon active
Georgia,
service and participated in the Atlanta campaign, in which he witnessed the taking and
burning of Atlanta. He took part in some
1

contested battles and did much skirmi-h duty and some hard work on the fortifications.
He was in the campaign after
Gainesville,
Alabama, marched
with Sherman to the s e a and afterward took
hotl)

1

part in the fight at Bentonville. \.
ig

thence

ti

rtl

Raleigh. North Car.

-
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where Johnson surrendered.
From
lie marched to Washington and participated in the grand review, after which
he was sent to Louisville, and there transferred to the Fifty-eighth Regiment of Kentucky, but only remained with them about
a month. At Louisville, Kentucky, he was
mustered out, receiving an honorable discharge and his pay at Indianapolis. He escaped without wounds or imprisonment and
was ill in the hospital only nine days. Always found at his post of duty, he faithfully ilef ended the starry banner of the nalina.

there

tion,

righting bravely for the preservation

of the Union.

Returning home Mr. Smyers resumed
work upon his father's farm, where he remained until twenty-two years of age. when,
in 1867. he was married. Miss Anna Weingand becoming his wife. She was born in
Germany, June 6. 1S4S. and when six years
of age was brought to this country by her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Wein-

They crossed the Atlantic in 1S54.
gand.
where her father followed
Later he went to
the shoemaker's trade.
His
Illinois, where his death occurred.
Charles, who served in the
children were:
Civil war and was killed at the battle of
Stone river; William, who was also a sol-

settling in Ohio,

dier and is now living in Windom, Kansas: Mrs. Elizabeth Bechtol and Mrs. Anna
Smyres.
Mr. and Mrs. Smyres began their domestic life upon a rented farm where they

continued until 1877 when they removed to
Arkansas.
They there rented a farm and
raised one crop, and in 187S came to Rice
icounty.
Here cur subject purchased eighty
.acres of school land in Union township upon

which he yet resides and

the
mosl
at an early
pioneers
day he had everything to make and nothing
He first erected a board shanty
to loose.
and when winter had parsed he began breaking prairie, planting sod corn and some
spring wheat. Thus lie made his start, and
while some years his crops have not been
very good, he has usually garnered abundant
harvests and has prospered in his under-

who came

to

like

Kansas

1

I

takings.
.He ha- added to bis land from
lime to time until he now owns five hundred
and sixty acre-, all under fence and divided
into

for cultivation or

fields

into pastures.

There are good orchards containing twelve
hundred apple trees beside much smaller
fruit: his fields produce good crops and in
his pasture- are found gi od -took.
He has
a pleasant and attractive frame residence,
substantial barns and outbuildings, windmills and the latest improved machinery,
with

together

many

other

conveniences.

There are fine groves and the place is conveniently and pleasantly located about three
and a half miles southwest of Windom.
While Air. Smyres has given the greater
part of his time and attention to his general
farming, other interests have also claimed
He ha- handled stock to some
extent and for some time he conducted a
meat market at Windom. He has also -old
fruit trees and has operated a threshing
machine for three seasons. He is alsi agent
for a firm dealing in reapers and in these
various departments of business activity he
has met with success.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Smyres has
been blessed with five children, namely:
harles M., who is engaged in fanning:
Almyra. the wife of R. G. Snyder: Anna,
who married William McConnell; Georgj
Mrs.
W. and May E., who are at home.
his attention.

I

worthy and devoted member of
Episcopal church, true and
teachings.
Mr. Smyres belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and likewise holds membership with

Smyres

i-

a

the Methodist
faithful to

the

its

Grand Army Post

at Little

River.

In

the discharge of his duties of citizenship he
is

as true

and

faithful in days of peace as

when be followed

the old flag

upon southern

battlefields.

DUNCAN

M. CIRCLE.

Although to-day one of the wealthy
men of Barber county, Duncan M. Circle
started out in

handed and

on his own account emptjj
honesty prove- conclusively

life

his

BIOGK.ll'Hh
ess

i

is

is

not a matter

genius, but

f

•

outcome of earnest and

the

persistent efI

owns thirty-two hundred
land,

located
'

fi

and

lazelti «.

I

!c

i

me

half miles

keeps from

live

attle

and

i

buys and

also

On

stock.

sells

a line herd of

-

which he believes

red

I

place

his

polled

cattle,

breed

be the besl

to

n of the country.

i

being

n

>ur

\\

acres of valuable

ran.

Circle

ilu-

m

te

for

owns some

te

and his stock is of a high grade.
farming operations he meets with
5S and ni u has thirteen hunrs

In

his

dred

wheat.

acr<

made Mr.

(

Circle

L<

methods of cultivating
it ick, and his

best

nig experi-

familiar
his

\\

ith

land

capable

management

add to his in
til
to-day he is accounted one of
the most extensive, practical and prosper:

ually

i'

>

of this portion of Kanmade his home here since

culturists

lie has
sas,
which time he secured one hundred and sixty acres o
e O ige Indian

As

resources increased,
hi iwever, he added to his property until he
has twenty times the original amount.
land.

his financial

Circle

.Mr.

is

a native of Virginia,

his

zing occurred in Botetourt county,
His father. Daniel Circle, was a
[864.
farmer and stockman, born in the same
county and was of German lineage.
The
family, however, was established in the Old
Di minion at an early date and its members
were there noted for industry and integrity.
irele was united in marriage to
Julia Orphan, who was born in that state
and they became the parents of three children
John R.. a prominent stockman of
Earlier county, Kansas; Martha E., and
Phcebe Viola.
The mother of this family
died, and the father afterward married
Ellen Williamson, who was horn in Scotland and belonged to an old Highland fami'\
Presbyterian faith, noted
r courage
Ity.
Her parents were Andrew and
Jane
Smith) Williamson, who emigrated
from Scotland to Virginia, where they spent
in

I

:

1

E

fi

1
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their remaining daj s, honored and respected
by all who knew them.
By tin
marriage of Dan
Circli
horn
Andrew I... Lillie }.. >un
and W. i. The
entire life in Virginia, where he was a
thrifty fanner and sfc »ck deal
all his business undertakings and respected
w hich was ab we q
for his integrit)
In politic- he was a Democrat.
His death
when he was
ears of
His widow still survives him and is
age.
now residing in .Moore township
county, at the age "i~ seventy-fori
her physical and menial faculties being -'oil
unimpaired.
I

:

I

1

.

;

Duncan M. Circle, of this review, was
upon the old family homestead in

the

and

sagacity,

!

.//.

reared

Virginia, assisting in the cultivation of the
fields and the care of the stock, so that his

earh
labors

no
manln

experii
f

1

years he

left

f

eighteen

home and cam< to
here on his own

K;
account.

starting

in

He was

a mat

1

\i

d.

the age

<

life

habits, industrious

and

and

reliable

his life

record demonstrates the possibilil
tier- to
opportunities which Earlier county
her citizens.
His ranch to-day is
1

;

valuable one.
He has bough: and sold
other farms, on which he has realized a
good profit, and his dealings in stock have

brought to him

.an

excellent

financial

re-

turn.

In iS8c) Mr. Circle married Mi-- Susan

Emma
county.

Wigans, who was horn
Illinois,

near

the

city

in

of

Peoria
Peoria,

and was there reared and educated.
letfather, Benjamin Wigans, was a c< ntractor
by trade, and in addition to that pursuit
1- coun
followed farming. He died in
1

W

ty.

Oklahoma, when eighty-four years of
and his widow, who bore the maiden

age,

of Susan Kent, i- now a resident of
Kiowa, Kansas. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Circle
have been born hve children. Ruby I.. Hazel
D., Lizzie D., Ray S. and Luther M.
In
his political affiliations Mr. Circle is a Democrat and for a number of years has served
on the school board. He is identified with
the Ancient Order of United Workmen

name
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and enjoys the high regard of
of the fraternity.

A

man

his brethren

of great natural

ability, his success in business

from the

be-

ginning of his residence in Barber county
was uniform and rapid. As has been truly
remarked after all that may lie done for a
man in the way of giving him early opportunities

for

obtaining the requirements

which are sought in the schools and in
he must essentially formulate, determine and give shape to his own character;
and this is what Mr. Circle has done. He
books,

has persevered in the pursuit of a persistent
purpose and gained the most satisfactory re-

ward. His life is exemplary in all respects
and he has ever supported those interests
which are calculated to uplift and benefit
humanity, while his own high moral worth
is deserving of the highest commendation.

world and spent their last days in Jefferson
county, Iowa, where they died when more
than sixty years of age. It was in the year
184 1 that Joseph Gordon sought a home in
the i'nited States.
Crossing the continent
he had made his way over the Missishe took up his abode in Jefferson
county. Iowa, where he devoted his ener-

until

sippi,

gies

Industry forms the key which unlocks
when industry is
guided by sound judgment the result is as
certain as if it was readied by mathematical
calculation.
It has been the basis of Mr.
Gordon's prosperity, as it has of even' other
successful man who lias started out upon a
business career in limited financial circumstances.
He now ranks among the substtntial
farmer of Center township. Jewell
county, where he has resided for aboul
twenty-three years.

Mr. Gordon was born in Jefferson counIowa, in 1852, and is of Scotch-Irish
descent.
His paternal grandparents, John
and Jennie (Dickey) Gordon, were both
burn in the land of hills and heather whence
they removed in 1815 to the Emerald Isle.
They were farming pei pie and both died in
ty,

when about eighty-five years of age.
Their son. Joseph Gordon, the father of
our subject, was born in county Antrim.
Ireland, in 1822. and after arriving at years
of maturity married Elizabeth Gilbert, who
was born in the same county, a daughter of
John and Elizabeth Gilbert. Her parents
emigrated from county Antrim to the new

Ireland

age of

four years, and his wife passed

sejventy-

away when

On the home farm Robert Gordon passed
tlie days of hiboyhood and youth and
through the summer months, when his age
and strength would permit, he worked in
the fields, from the time of early spring
until crops were harvested in the autumn.
His preliminary education, obtained in the
district schools, was supplemented by two
study
Iowa,

field,

the portals of success, and

He was

pursuits.

sixty-five years of age.

years'

ROBERT GORDON.

agricultural

to

called to his final rest at the

working for

in

b airfield College, in Fair-

after

which he engaged in
during the summer

his father

season, while in the winter he taught school
i.-r three or four years in Jefferson county.

In 1878

lie

came

to

Kansas and secured

claim of government land.

He

first

a

lived

which was a combination
of a log house and a dugout, and the ceiling was so low that a man could not comfortably stand in the room.
There he remained through four summers, while in the
winter months he taught school and boarded with his neighbors whose children were
in

a

little

cabin,

his pupils.

In 1882 Mr. Gordon built his present
house and on the 29th of March, 1S83. he
was united in marriage to Miss Elma
Yotaw. who was born near Richmond, Indiana, a daughter of Isaac and Anna
(Hiatt) Votaw, both of whom were natives
of the same locality.
Mrs. Gordon is of

Huguenot
her

ancestry.

On

the paternal side

great-great-grandfather

came

from

about 1740 and settled in Bucks
county, Pennsylvania.
There he united
with the Friends' church, and married Ann
Smith, also a Friend. On the maternal side
Mrs. Gordon's great-great-grandfather was
Solomon Hiatt. who lived in Guilford county, North Carolina.
He had many slaves,

France

in
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his

but

pn
and as-

liief

1

lilwaj

1

many

[783,

in

-

1

moters

.

William
robson, was a fat n
stockman by 00
war he was a brave and gallant
Civil

ject,

dier.

-

in

[saac Vi taw

<

many

r

days were spent

last

de\

in

*ted

1

en-

his

years, but his

well earned rest.

a

d away when eighty yea;
widow is still living. Mrs. Gordi

but his

V 57

J

sol-

[863 he cami

In

becoming a leading agriculturist in
Franklin county. .He was a Hen
his political views, and relig
ember of the Quaker faith. For his wife
state,

ii

n

Miss Nancy Lane, a member of
prominent Kentucky family, its members
having been noted Eor their courage and
enterprise.
Unto Mr. and Mr-,
were born five si ns, all of n horn si

a

spent in colbecame the

she

two of
The daughter .Mice

three children,

i

in infancy.

whom

died

now

is

five

vive.

Felix Hobson,

After

Mr.

marriage

their

and

Mrs.

his farm.
and he has since given his time and attenand imtion i" its further development
Within its boundaries are n< w
i.

three hundred and twenty acres
which yield a golden return for

ed

nd,

>r he besti >ws upon the fields,
he deserves great credit, as
through his own efacquired
been
-d, U cast his first presiden-

nd lab
-

it

has

all

i

vote for

tial

Horace Greeley and since
with the Democracy.

that

I

is

member

a

with which

of

all

Presbyterian church.

the

were

his ancestors

identified.

building the house of wor-

led in

denomination

thai

of

ship

He

this

in

Knight- of
have
and the hosextended to

the
I

fraternity.

Pythias

He

his wife

and

friend- in this locality

many

pitality

the

f

-

best

h

me-

is

them.

whose name introduces
g od

this review, received a

1

'

education in the scho
county, Indiana.
At the age of
years he began the stud)

under

the

of

Dr.

e

Sherrod,

of
Indiana, and was
student under Dr. Forward, a well
known and successful physician of FredKansas.
He next entered the
erick,
direction

Paoii,

cal

Homeopathic Medical College of
which institution he was graduated
1890, and three years later he o
I

in

G >llege

in

Ph) sicians and
-.
of Kansas City, after which, in
1897, he took a post-graduati
-e in

the

1

f

hospital work in the Post-Graduate
Medical School of Chi
After thus thoroughly
Dearborn street.
mastering the science of medicine in all its
department-, Mr. Hobs* n entered up- n the
practice of his chosen pr fession in Frederick, Rice county. Kansas, where he reera]

Eor five years,

which

period

he

re

FELIX HOBSOX.

:

leveland,

place- he bui

large and lucrative patronaj
Felix

gaged
gerv

•

lccessfully

en-

and

sr.r-

the practice of medicine

in

in

on the 28th of May. [858.
were among the
honored residents of Virginia, and it- member- have been prominent in the affairs of
the nation from the time
Indiana,

ty,

The

1

1'

1

-

n family

\-ar until

of

Quake*

took up his abode in Teso tt,
he has since remained in the enjoyment of
a large and constantly growing pa
For three years he was first divisi

the present day.

ancestrv.

The

fal

They

are

rg

&

Gulf, or the Pi

rt

Arthur route.
In 18S2. in Osage county, Kai
was united in marriage to Miss Ida
Harr, who was born, reared
nd Mary
in that county, a daugl
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Dr. Hobson holds membership re-litii
the Masonic fraternity, the
Knights of Pythias and the Ancient Order
of United Workmen and the Woodmen of
He is a genial gentleman, althe World.
ways courteous and considerate, of broad
humanity, and possessed of that sincere
love for his fellow men. without which there
can never be the highest success in the medical profession.
His friends are legion, and
the history of his locality would be incomplete without the record of his life and
work.

Harr.

need of soldiers, he aided in perpetuating the Union, offering his services to the
government and enlisting in Company F,
in dire

One Hundred and Thirtieth Regiment of
Pennsylvania Volunteers. At the battle of
Antietam our subject was three times
wounded, in the right arm, the left shoulder and the ear. After the battle his arm
was amputated, and he was later discharged
on account of disability for further field
service.
After his recovery he became a
for the government at Alexst< rekeeper

—

Brougher is the proprietor f the
Mulberry Grove Hereford Stock Farm of
South Bend township. Barton county. This
attractive farm was homesteaded by Mr.
Brougher in 1874 and its improvements
stand as a monument to the enterprise and

Virginia, being in charge of the
general supplies until February, i860.
In that year Mr. Br< uglier became a
student in the Philadelphia Commercial
Business College and was graduated with
the class of
He then accepted
1867.
ition
bookkeeper, serving in
as
that capacity until
1874, when he determined t' go west and enjoy the splendid climate and the advantages of this
Accordingly he
portion of the country.

indicate the activity of his business career.

made

He was

secured

in 1843.

where he yet

IRA

D.

BROUGHER.

Ira D.

i

born in York county. Pennsylvania,
an d is a son
Samuel Brougher.
His grandfather, George Brougher, was
also a native of the Keysti me state, where he
carried on agricultural pursuits at an early
period in its development.
He married
Miss Elizabeth Johnston and his death occurred when he was seventy-four years of
age, while his wife reached the very adSamuel
vanced age of ninety-three years.
Brougher, the father
f
our subject, was
also born in Pennsylvania and became a
blacksmith, following that pursuit for some
time. Pie also owned a farm in York county.
He married Miss Lydia Loucks and
;

1

.

was

called to

his

final

rest

four years of age, while

away

at

when

his

seventy-

wife

the age of sixty-three years.

children were:

passed

Her

George. Johnston, Ira J)..
Samuel, Eliza, Maggie, David, Lavina and
John, and all reached advanced age.
Ira D. Brougher, whose name introduces this record, enjoyed the usual privin to farmer lads. He
worked in the fields in early youth and afterward learned the coachsmith's trade. In
the spring of [862, when his country was

andria.

:

his

as

way
a

to Kansas, and in
homestead claim the

resides.

He

1S74
farm
board
also put up

built

a

house, twelve by fourteen feet,
sod barn and endured all the hardships
and privations of pioneer life in the west.
The settlers were cut off fn >m the o 11—
veniences and o mforts of the east, but with
determined purpose of making homes they
met all these difficulties and in the course
of time found that increase of population
a

>

made
tages

it

possible to secure all of the advanAll that
to the older east.

known

Mr. Brougher possesses he has secured
through his ernest labors in this county.
Ik' secured as a homestead claim the northeasl quarter of section 30, South Bend township, and afterward bought the adjoining
three hundred and twenty acre- on section
Still later he became the owner of the
29.
This is
northwest quarter of section jo.
and he has thirteen acre- planted to timber. He -also has one hundred and
ninety-two acres in the military reservation
f
Fort Zarah and one hundred and sixty
acre- on section 33, Eureka township, Barton county.
In 1890 he stocked his farm
with a herd of registered Hereford cattle,

a tree claim

<
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ind one bull,

wed

animals,

now

has twenty-i »ne

wry

been

•

all

He

successful.

US It

ccurred in Juniata

has

He

farm.

is

bad pi ini
informed concerning the
animals. His
iid

well

-

ranch

eds,

i-

Rabies, barns and
parr) ing fi rv ard

two

planted

tine

modern

all

ci

>rn

ti

that his

In

1877

and seventy-fi

the acre,

i

of wheat, fifty-

-

larley

of

el-

d he has
has raised

He

as high as thin

farm

—

all

very productive.

is

Mr

of

lected

1

he has

-

He

to

on the Demoted in that capacity for

county clerk

1

district

and since
in Great

ears,

Bend.

feed

access

tin

orchard-;.

mad

has
the line

ent.
f

1

di

ig

i

ci

nsider-

He

has a

d »ntaimng a well selected lihe is connected with the
p st, of which he is a past
commander. He is also identified with the
f
Pythias fraternity and was forndent OrKansas
Socially

alsi

was uni

Sr.,

.

ted in marriagi

who was born and

reaed

in

I

d unt)
removed
t<>
Juniata o unity w
The
>me and reared their family.
father died in [824, and the m» ther passed
.

I

'

[859.

hider

I

Mr. Alexander, of
childhood days, and

pan

the

til

review,

spent his
learned the
tailor's trade.
In [843, when twenl
of age, he determined to seek his fortune in
the United State- and made his way to
Carroll county. Indiana, where he remained
for nearly two years,
lie then returned to
this

in early life

-

where he

his native county,

continued to make his home until tin
In the meanti ne he re-ponded to
of [867.
hi- o untry's call
r aid in the Civil war,
ny A,
Ine
fund
fi

First

1

(

Pennsyh ania [nfantry, und<
1

..

.

ed,

1

resolute

'

qualities

served

]

and

ts

the brave soldier boys
and Mr. Alexai

v

ere

mus

capital

•

ania.
Jul}-.

time he

[865

in

retti

but

M. Kessler, a native of Juniata countv. where their wedding occurred.

f

li

supplemented
lent

in

North Carolina and he participated in the
battles of
and New Berlin.
When the Confederacy was conquered and

an excellent

and

as

1

mostly

unily in the Keysti ne -late.

tpital.
-

of

being a native

.

.•'11'.

•

nilies

Ea

father,

his

buying and rent-

parties.

brary.

father.
Pa
Juniata county and

in

.

_

less in

.

his birth

r

fi

.

county,

the

in

unt;

1

lit)

lor he has long dealt in stock, has learned

particularly

was also born
to one oi

i

high-bred cattle

i

ci

Hi--

upon the

bulls

959

te,
1

Sr.,

cows and

)RY.

high

business,

i

I

dilige

Their thn

family

and Mrs. Anne Reeser,
Ji hn \\
deceased, but eight children of the
are livii

George

\\'..

Gingrich,

PATTERSON ALEXANDER.

June, [84:

ried Elizabeth

.

ph W:, Patter-

Jai
-

Patterson Alexander,

who

dev

arming on

W(

rtiiv

section 11.

township. Jewell county, his
ing near Mankato, is one of the
citizens that Pennsylvania
e

and Charles.
In 1867 Mr. Alexander left Pennsylvania and rem
Hi way
Count}'.
where he remained foT six years,
and in the fall
[872 he came to jev.e'.l
I

)avis

.

1

1
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county. Kansas, where he secured a homestead claim on section n, Limestone township, and has here since devoted his attentii in b
agricultural pursuits. He has a valu>

able farm, well improved, and his careful
attention to business interests has resulted
in bringing to him a comfortable compe-

His daughter. Mrs. Robinson, has
charge of the home, which she conducts in
She has one daugha mo-t capable manner.
ter. May Beth, and the family is one of
prominence in the community, its members
enjoying the high regard of all with whom
they have been brought in contact.
.Mr. Alexander is a strong Republican
in his political views and in 1878 was
f
the district court, in which
elected clerk
While
position he served for two years.
in Pennsylvania he filled thcomce of jushis
son, James H.,
tice of the peace, and
who resides upon the home farm, is now
serving as trustee in Limestone township.
Mr. Alexander belongs to the Presbyterian
church in Otego. and his Christian principles permeating his life, which at all times
has been an honorable and upright one,
command the respect and confidence of his
fellow men.
He is as true to-day to his
country and its best interests as when he
followed the starry banner of the nation
tence.

1

upon

the battlefields of the south.

W.

Among
citizens of

J.

TROUSDALE.

the prominent

and

Newton, Kansas,

is

substantial

W.

J.

Trous-

dale, who since [895 has been the president
of the Midland National Bank of this city.

The

Mr. Trousdale was in CinOhio, on September 4. 1850. and
of
he was a son
Robert and Mary Trousdale,
the former of whom died in 1880. at the age
of seventy-two years, but the latter is living
to a peaceful old age. in Belmont, Wisconbirth of

cinnati.

sin.

Mr. Trousdale, of
youth

"ii

bis

father's

this sketch, spent his

farm

in

Wisconsin,

early beginning to take an interest in

stock business.

In

1

the

880 he came from Wis-

consin to Kansas and invested largely in
land and entered extensively into stockAt this time Mr. Trousdale has
raising.
eighteen hundred acres of laud in Harvey
county, upon which he has placed improve-

ments, and here are raised large numbers of

At present
of fine strain and breed.
he has here nine hundred cattle and two
hundred and fifty hogs, although the number
changes during the year. In Edwards ci «untv he owns five thousand; two hundred and
cattle,

fifty

acres of land, cultivating five sections
as pasture land.

and using three sections

As we

are dealing in large figures,

we may

remark that he has twelve hundred acres in
corn, eighteen hundred in wheat, besides
other land upon which he raises cane and
rough feed. In 1901. Mr. Trousdale had
twenty-two hundred acres of wheat that
average.! twenty-two bushels per acre, makIn addiing forty-two thousand bushels.
tion to his farming and grazing lands-. Mr.
Trousdale is the owner of other valuable
property in the

city,

consisting of tin busi-

ness blocks, in which are located st< res and
offices, two hotels and a livery barn.

Mr. Trousdale was elected
position

able

of president

to the

honor-

of the Midland

Tms institution
National Bank in 1895.
has a capital of fifty thousand dollars, with
a surplus of ten thousand dollars, and does
a general banking business, and the election
of Mr. Trousdale brought to it a feeling of
confidence in the public mind, which produced a very gratifying effect.
It is considered "lie of the most prudent and reliable
banks in the city.

The marriage

of our subject occurred

1885, to Miss Mary Robinson, who was
a native of Wisconsin and a daughter of the
late Rev. Joseph Robinson', the three chilin

dren of this union being Lillian. Walter Jand Ian >ld.
Mr. Trousdale is an active
member and liberal supporter of the Methodist church, in which he is a trustee, while in
politics he is an ardent Republican.
Pew men in this locality have been more
prominently identified or are more heartily
in accord with the enterprises for the development of every interest of value to this
I

X
6-

f

,s7- -^V^^^?Z^2^
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In his various business relations,
private and public life, he

locality.

both

in

the

same

zen,

and

earnest, upright and capable
sses in

.

ct

i

than \V.

of the

i.

1

citi

i

citi-

that

.

»

reared

children,

their

nine

1

who is living in Sac.
who was a memb

William,

greau
;

they

faith

number, namely: James, Samuel. Alec
and [arvey, all of whom an
in

county

[1

wa

war
Run: Mrs. Kirk-

the battle of Bull

endall

iunt)

(alias

during the Civil

regiment

1

1

Eli,

;

and

:

Mrs.

.

Esther

l

I

Moines, fowa.

WILLIAM KIRKENDALL.
William Kirkendall, deceased, was

known

of

citizen

who

county,

Center

fi

are yet

living.

Rice

Maggie

Strine,

township,

and followed farming

78,

a well

located in this locality .March

death, which occurred

was then

The marriage of our
was blessed with ten chi

March

2,

until

[882.

rty-six years of age, for he

his
lie

es on the 4th of April. 1835.
tmty, Ohio.
being in V\ ayn<
c<
His father, Wilson Kirkendall, was a native
lvania and was of rerman
(

cated in Wavne
the west, he
R
2
county. Ohii where he followed agricultural
pursuits for some time. The subject of this
review was reared on the old family homestead, and at the usual age entered the public
w he re
he pursued his studies
through the winter season, while in the summer months he bore his share in the work
>n the 8th of February, 1859.
he was married, in Henn county, Illinois.
man of twenty-three
then
a
young
being
Miss Martha Carson, an estimable
lady, who was a devoted wife and helpmate
1-

.

1

to

him throughout the remainder of his life's
She was born in .Mien county,

journey.

Ohio,

May

1837. and

25,

is

a

daughter of

whose birth occurred while
crossing the Atlantic from
the m rth of Ireland. They were
nd were Presbyterians in reWhen he had reached manith.
Margaret Stanley, a native
f Westmoreland county, Penn.

re

I

1

sylvania,

but both

now deceased, the
Henry county. Illinois.

are

father having- died in

while the mother's
at the age of sixty,
curred in Rice county, Kansas, at
They, too,
the age of seventy-four- years.

were

worthy

Christi;

identified

with the rresbvterian denomination,

diom eight
A
Mrs.
..

Mrs.

Ida

Y\

and liram. twins, at In -me.
and Robert, who are still with
rfio have passi
I

who

first

his birthp

subject and his wife

1-

their mother,

Warren.
and died

1

the second in order of birth

wenty-nine. leaving

and one
'i

1

i\\

and

child,

entj

\

Ella,

who

a

w

id*

u

1

ears.

Prom early boyhood until his demise Mr.
Kirkendall followed fanning and became the
owner of three hundred and twenty acres
of land, constituting

ne of the best farms
Center township, Rice county, Kansas.
cated here on the
th if March. 1878.
and with characteristic energ
development if his field
ment of his property, continuing
as an agriculturist until his demise.
The
Democratic party received his political aland the Methodist Episcopal church
his hearty co-operation, for through many
years he held member-hip in the latter, and
his Christianity" formed the basis if his upright character.
His
deep regret, not only to his family.
ui
many friend- thn ntgln Lit
munity, and to his wife and children he left
not only a coin:
tpetence, but also
name, which the psalmist ha
rather t< be chosen than great ri
Mrs. Kirkendall and her younger children still reside on the old homestead and
the family is ne of prominence in the community. She has three hundred and twenty
acres of rich land and the farm is
The home, the barn- and the
ble property.
1

in

He

li

1

1

1

.

1

;

1

ti

I

>

1

all kept in good re]
carry on the work of cultivating
and raising stock. The name of

ings are
-

Is
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Kirkendall commands respect throughout
iiuty and the members
of the household occupy an enviable position in social circles in which they move.

He. then
and remained in Pike county until 1807. when he
removed to Iowa, where he purch; seel a

ceived an honorable discharge.
returned to his home and family

farm,

giving his attention to agricultural
After his children were grown
and had left home he and his wife returned
Someto Illinois, where Mrs. Callis died.
time afterward the father visited hi- daughter in Texas and was there taken seriously
ill.
He sent for his son, David, v
him hack to Illinois, but he died at Sedalia,
Missouri, during the journey, and his remains were interred in Illinois. Both he and
his wife were devoted and faithful members
of the Methodist church, and were earnest
workers in its behalf, Mr. Callis serving as
class leader and holding many other church
In his political affiliations he was
offices.
first a Whig' and afterward a Republican
and although he always voted for the men
and measures of those parties he never
Unto Mr. and
I'tice for himself.
.Mr-. Callis were born three children: Louisa M., the wife of R. J. Clanton, of Texas;
pursuits.

DAVID

H. CALLIS.

A

representative farmer of Rice county,
allis
owns and operates valuable
land in central Kansas and his
homestead, pleasantly located three miles

northeast of Chase, comprises two hundred
acre-, highly cultivated and imHis
ith all modern equipments.

and forty

possessii n- arc a monument to his thrift and
is accounted one of the
most progressive and diligent agriculturists
of his o immunity.
Mr. Callis was born in Pike county. Illinois, February i. 1852, his parent- being
W. H. H. and Harriet E. Ingles) Callis.
the former a native of Virginia, the latter
The paternal grandfather,
of New York.
David Calli-, w as a prominent farmer and
slave owner of Virginia and long prior to
the Civil war he gave his slaves their freedom and removed to Illinois, settling in
Pike county at a very early day. There he
improved a good farm and made it his home
throughout the residue of his life. He was
an earnest Christian gentleman and for

enterprise and he

|

years was a worthy member of the
In his family were three
Ann. Lucy J. and YV. H. H., all
of whom went to Illinois and are now de-

many

Methodist church.
children.

ceased.

W. H. H.

Callis

accompanied

his parents

on their removal to the Prairie state and
there he was afterwad married to Miss Harriet E. 'Ingles. He then began farming in
Pike county, where he remained until after
all oi his children were born.
In 1861 he
ifi\

rod his -or; ices to the

in the preservation of

government

to aid

the Union, enlisting

Company

I

Sarah

F.,

who married

T-

C. Turner: and

David H.

The last named was a lad of twelve
years when his parents removed to Iowa and
there he was reared to manhood under the
parental roof.

lie pursued his education in

the country schools and in Indianola, and
through the summer months he was trained
to the practical work of the farm, thus having broad experience in that directf n when
he began farming operati ins
count.
In 1874, in Iowa, he was united in
marriage fo Miss L. L. Knott, a cultured and
intelligent lady who has been to him a devoted companion and helpmate >n life's
journey.
She was horn in Iowa. May 15,
1855. a daughter of John M. and, Lucinda
Berry
Knott.
Her father, a native of
Canada, became a real estate dealer of Iowa.
At the time of the Civil war he enlisted in
Company C, Fifth Iowa Cavalry and went
1

(

1

F. Ninety-ninth
Volunteers.
He was

to the front in defense of the starry banner.

pr
sergeant and orderly sergeant and in the latter capacity
served until Fehruarv, 7865. when he re-

some long and wearisome marches and participated in some hotly contested battles. At
length in battle he laid down his life upon

as a private

in

Regiment of

Illinois

subsequent^

He saw some

hard service, took part

in
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the
in
i

.1

first

l

wife died

Iowa about 1S5S, leaving three children:

lenrietta.

Mrs.

t

the wife of X.
allis.

I

he fathf

win

daughter, wh
Alter the death of Mr.

1

nl\

babe

a

at

:

that at different times

afterward mar-

cii.

day and attended the

now

is

1

1

the time of her in

political

he has m-,
preferment for him
;

was reared and eared for by Mr.
and Mrs. Ji m M. Carter, win
in grateful remembrance for their kindness

lion being fully occupied witl

and considerat
After their marriage Mr. Callis began
the cultivation of the homestead farm in
Iowa, where he remained until 1877 when
he came to Rice county, Kansas, where he
purchased a -(matter's claim, upon which

prosperity.

death, and

1

he

yet

resides.

The

place

is

located

in

township, and when he came into
only a few poor improvements
had been made, the house being but a little
alnapretentious one. Soon, however. Mr.
ls was energetically carrying on the work of
fields and in a >urse of time
gathered rich harvests in return for his labor.
Some years the cri os were short, but

Line

'In

(

been a prospurchase was one
and sixty acres, to which he added
-

hi- career here has

ne.

His

first

acre tract, and

at

two

different

has bought quarter sections, so that
are quite exto-day his land'.
In the early days when times were
jlensivi
hard and crops were not good he became
somewhat discouraged and returned to
-

it

finally

became

Kansas was the place

satis-

to live

and

now be has here a very desirable property,
which yields him a good income, making
mtial

farmers

In 1902 he erected a good
community.
house and barn.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Callis has

been blessed with

Charles
four children:
a farmer of Lincoln
township, Rice
county Xancv L.. the wife of P. C. over: Bessie M.. who married F. C. Robbins: and Frank, who is still at home.
Mr.
Callis be'
je, No. 247. F.
E..

:

Po-

litically a

ing in
Knott his

widow married a Mr. Tinchnor, and
Mrs.
living in the Hawkeye state.
was

A. M.

indicated

W'ils
r

and unto them

.

&

wherein- his diligence ai
>n him creditable and gratifying

interests,

prise have w

STEPHEN CARTER.
.

One

cessful

of

ud suc-

1

1

and one of the mosl honi red

Ottawa cunt v. Kansas,

citizens

Stepl

is

m

township, and who was ]>,
D
ty, Wisconsin, not far from the city
His
parents
son, in 1852.
were born in
Manchester. England. His father
than Carter, his mother Han
Carter. They emigrated to the Unit'
and settled in Dane countv, Wisconsin,
where Mrs. Carter died at the age f fortyeight years, leaving seven childrei
as follows, in the order of their bii
ii

1

Hubbard, who lives
Ottawa county; Lizzie: Borwell, of

Harriet

ii

;

-

ship.

South Dakota: William
Stephen,

who

this sketch

ty;

:

:

Emma C

Jonathan Carter,

of

Wisconsin;

and

Wesley Carter, ^i Ottawa county.
Stephen Carter was reared in
sin ami educated in the publi
his

home.

He made

his start in life in

Ne-

vada, where for a year and a half he was
employed in the mines, in the
the plains
Kansas in 1876, when he joined
id taken up tl
deuce in Ottawa county.
nd in the
hundred and sixty acn
fertile Solomon river bottoms,
on which
there were some small impri \
1

I

1
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has added to his land by subsequent purchase until he is the owner of three hundred

and ten
which

embraced in a farm which is
as one of the best in its vicinity and
equipped with ample barns and out-

acres,

is

modern construcsuch other appliances and access-

buildings, a windmill of
1

ories as are essential to profitable farming.

His residence was erected at a cost of one
thousand six hundred dollars. 'While giving his attention chiefly to farming, he keeps
a good manv cattle.
In 879 Mr. Carter married Miss Esther
Porter, who was born, reared and educated
in the Sunflower state. Her parents, Charles
and Laura Welhuff ) Porter, are both dead,
her father's death having occurred in 1874.
Mrs. Carter has borne her husband five chil1

(

dren, as follows :Bessie, Elgira. Alfred. Raymond and one who died in infancy. Bessie
the popular school teachers of Ot-

'

tawa county. In politics Mr. Carter, while
pronounced views on all public
-

independent, believing it to be
his duty to hold himself aloof from any
party alliance that might prevent him from
voting for the best men in nomination for
is

-.

rffces.
His public spirit impells him
promote all measures for the public good
and his genial and friendly nature and his
upright character combine to make him

public

1

to

popular as a

township.

among

count}",

and

is

numbered

made his home in Washington county
number <A \ears and then removed to

he

for a

Knox

county, where he purchased a farm,

which was

—

his place of residence until 1858
the year of his removal to Scotland coun-

ty. Missouri.
There he also bought land
but was not long permitted to en-joy his new
his death occurring in 1859.
His
wife passed away in the same locality in

home,

The father of our subject was the
1873.
eldest of their six children, of whom three
are yet living. The others were: Diantha,
the wife of J. B. Gibler, a farmer living near
Alva. Oklahoma: Garrison, who served for
three years in the Thirty-sixth Iowa Infantry with the Western Army and is now a
farmer in Haven township. Reno county;
David, who served for three years in the
Twenty-eighth Iowa Infantry in the Army
of

citizen.

Kingman

the progressive agriculturists of the

community.
Mr. Wilson was born in Knox county,
Ohio, July 2j. 1845. and is a son of Andrew
J. Wilson, whose birth occurred in Washington count}-. Ohio. The grandfather. Andrew Wilson, was a native of Ireland and on
coming to the Cnited States, established
his home in Washington county, where he
was married to a Miss Higgins. of New
York. Entering land from the government

the

Cumberland

and

was

slightly

wounded but returned to Iowa City, where
he died in 1868: Miles, a farmer of Davis
county. Iowa, who was a member of the

MORRISON W. WILSON.
W.

n

-

Wilson

honored

':e

is

Second Iowa

numbered

of Kansas
and unfaltering

pioneers

E-sacrificing labors

determination have been the means of layad and deep the foundation for the
present prosperity and progress of the cen-'
>n of the state.
He has endured
all the privations and hardships incident to

homes on the frontier,
years passed the difficulties disapby one and now he is in posses-

ilishment of
'

peared
si'

n

e

erne

of a comfortable

home and good com-

petence as the result of his enterprise and
diligence.

He

resides

on section

19,

Rural

and a half
of the Tennessee and

Infantry- for three

years with the

Army

was wounded

in battle

the

;

and Mary, who was

wife of Henry Johnson and died in
county, Missouri.
In the common schools Andrew T. Wil-

son, the father of our subject obtained his
education and then removed with his parents
to Knox county, where he was married to
Malissa Barton about 1844. She was born
in Ohio, a daughter of Michael Barton, a
native of Scotland, who came to America
a young man and located in Knox
county. Ohio, whence he removed to Van
Wert county, that state, securing a claim
from the government. He served as captain

when
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company in the Mexican war
Van Wen count) about [860. His wife,
Pennsylvania, and of
who was a native
German descent, survived him for

of a
in

1

£

years and died in Mercer canity, Ohio,
while making her home with her daughter.

pioneer

settlers

965

and prominent

citizens

of

Haven town-hip. Ken" county; Mary, the
wife of Henr) Astle, of Haven township;
Edward, who follows farming near Byron,
Oklahoma: and Henrv. an agriculturist of
1

>a\ cup. irt,

*

Iklahi ana.

Morrison W. Wilson was on!
age when his father retro

After his marriage Mr. Wilson remained
count) until [855 when he removed
to Van Wert county, where he conducted
in the town of Van Wert, manuIn [858 he
facturing pearl ash and soda.
ty, Indiana, where he

counl
a
farm, there
remaining until the family went to Indiana,
and later accompanying his parent- to Mis-

which
in fanning until [860, at
date he rem. ve<l to Scotland county, MisThere he carried on farming until
souri.

years,

1S1.4. when he
enlisted in
Company D,
Twelfth Missouri Cavalry, serving for two
and a half years. He was largely engaged
ing and in lighting guerrillas in Ar-

ond Iowa Infantry, at Bloomfield, Iowa. He
was mustered in at Davenport and joined

numerous

:

Knox

souri.
ter

of

Van

t..

\\ ert

was reared

1

He

continued at

[864,

when

aroused
offered hi- sen
joined the boys

ai

by

a

ice-

to

iip.ui

home
the

until the winage of nineteen
spirit,
he

patriotic

the

in blue of

gi

Compam,

<

Sec

.,

expiration of that period he

regiment at Pulaski, Tennessi
regiment wa- attached to General Sherman's
command and with it he participated in the
Atlanta campaign, hi- first battle
Kennesaw Mountain. He was with the Army
from Atlanta to the sea and tinCarolina campaign, participating in the engagement.- at Raleigh, Soutl
lina, and
lie,
North Carolina, while later he
took part in the grand review in Washing-

sas, settling in

ton,

kansas,
bishes.
ice

participating

During the

in

skir-

latter part of his serv-

he was commissary sergeant.

After the

war he took part in some campaigns against
the Indians, serving until the latter part oi

when he was honorably discharged.
nty, Mis;
and
in 1867 removed to Lucas county,
souri,
>n the
|owa, where he lived for rive years.
1866,

lie then renin

1

<

came to KanHaven township. Reno coun-

Securing a
1872, among it- pioneers.
homestead claim he continued' its cultivation
ty, in

which occurred February 2.
His wife is still living on the old
homestead, which is now operated by her
son-in-law.
Mr. Wilson's
Harry Astle.
worth and ability always made him a prominent citizen in the various communities in
which he resided and while residing in Ohio

the

1

the most celebrated military
ever seen in the new world.
He v
tered out at Louisville. Kentucky,

He was wounded

until his death,

1865.

1S70.

lanta, but continued with his

he

rilled a

number of

public positions of trust

Kansas he was postIn politics he was a radical Repuband labored earnestly for the party*s

and after coming

to

in

July.

Atregiment and

in the leg at

was always found true and

faithful

old flag.

After the war Mr. Wilson returned to
Scotland county, Missouri, where he was
married May jo. [866, to Nancy J
go. who was born in Decatur county, Indiana, October 23, 1849,
daughter of
•"'

master.

Thornton and Minerva (Collier) Mozingo,

lican

both natives of Kentucky.
When
man her father removed t.> Decatur county.
Indiana, fortv-two miles from the home of
When the time came h>r
his betrothed.
the marriage, with a horse and -led
f
r i:
of
was in the dead
winter he proa

welfare.

He .belonged

to the Baptist church,

which he was an exhorter at one time,
Reno county he served as a deacon.
he was a Mason.
In his family were six children: Morrison
W. Sarah, the wife of Thomas Johnson,
who lives near Byron. Oklahoma: Columbia
A., the wife of Mvrick Yokum, one of the
in

while in

In his fraternal relations

;

1

—

the

home

of his bride

—

and after the marriage

was celebrated took her to her new home
in the same primitive manner in which he

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

966

had accomplished the journey. The infair
dinner was cooked in a big kettle out of
doors.
For many years they resided in Decatur county and became very prosperous
people there, owning- a large and valuable
farm.
In 1S65 they removed to Scotland
county. Missouri, where Mr. Mozingo purchased a farm, on which he spent his remaining days, his death occurring in July,
1873. his wife also passing away in the same
locality.

He

held a

and was an old-line

number

Whig

of local offices

until the dissolu-

tion of the party when he became a stanch
He was a prominent member
Republican.
of the Universalist church and a firm believer in the doctrine of universal salvation.
They were the parents of
as was his wife.
seven children: Ann E.. who died in Scot-

land county, Missouri. December 24. 1883;
Amelia, who was the wife of William Lawrence and died in Scotland county. Missouri,
in September. 1873; Harvey, who is living
at Gibbs, Adams county, Missouri; Martha,
who died in Scotland county. Missouri,
April 14. 1S90. and was the wife ><\ Jacob
Johnson; Marv E. who was the wife of
Xiles Holcomb, of Castleton. and died in
Reno county. Kansas: William H.. a farmer of Scotland county. Missouri and Mrs.
:

Wilson, the honored wife of our subject..
After 'tis marriage Mr. Wilson followed
farming in Scotland county. Missouri, for
two vears and then removed to Appanoose
county. Iowa, where he remained until 1873.
lie
the year of his arrival in Kansas.
located in what is now Haven townshio.
Reno county, in October, and of all the pioneers who braved the hardships of the overland trip perhaps not one started on the
journey under circumstances more discouraging. He left Iowa with team and wagon
and was accompanied by his wife and children, but they were all ill upon the journey,
and at Eureka. Greenwood county, Kansas,
infant son, Andrew, died and was
With heavy hearts they pressed
on with the next youngest child, Edgar,
so ill that it was not expected that he would
Mr. Wilson's father,
survive the journey.
who had located in Haven township the year
before, met them about eight miles from
their

buried.

which they were piloted, but
were not yet over, for when
they crossed the Arkansas river, their horses
became mired in the quicksand and it was
only after great- difficulty that the}' were
extricated, and they finally readied the home
of Mr. Wilson's father, where they remained
through the following winter. Our subject
found that he had only five cents remaining
and that his liabilities were fourten dollars.
his

home,

to

their troubles

The

prospect was certainly not encouraging.
In the spring, however, he removed with
family
to a claim owned by a Mr. Branhis

which Mr. Wilson operated through
That year his little
1874.
daughter G ira swallowed some concentrated
lye and though she lived for a year and a
half afterward, she was never again able to
take nourishment except in liquid form,
and died in early childhood. The first season Mr. Wilson raised a fair crop of wheat
and stacked it with a neighbor's close by.

dor,

the season of

When

the terrible scouree of grasshopperi
to drive the

came the neighbor, hoping

grasshoppers away, started a

fire

which

sooij

got beyond his control and thus the wheat
stacks were destroyed, also some flax owned

by Mr. Wilson and a fanning mill which
The winter of
they owned in partnership.
1S74 was one of almost unendurable hard-

and suffering and of all the contribusent to Kansas our subject received
Howonly a small amount of corn meal.
ships

tions

ever, in the extremity his wife's people sent,
them aid. During the winter of 1873 he

had engaged

in

hunting buffaloes, the meat

furnishing many a meal for the family,
while the hides brought a good financial return, but the next winter there were few
buffaloes in this locality and with Myrick

Yocum and James

Wier. Mr. Wilson left
Barber county on a buffalo
hunt.
They were very successful and
started to return in good spirits, having
much meat and man}- hides, but when they
reached Spring creek in Pratt county a blizAnother man had
zard overtook them.

Haven

for

joined them

who was

taking

pi ists

to

Wich-.

They had plenty of proita for sale there.
visions and could use the posts for fuel, so
they placed their wagons in a circle, put up

BlOGRAl'llICAL HIS1
nd

made
erything as
The storm raged
it
had somewhat
(

ble.

when

1

filled

i\

n

•

1883,

;

!

u. there making

his

which time he placed

in

many improvements

perty.

and came

wever. he sold out

In
to

pre-empted the
claim on which he still resides,
lie drove
with thirty head of cattle.
His
land was raw prairie and there w
The first year he broke
in sight.
fort)

stable

acres of his land,

and

by sixteen

a

a

I-'

well, built a
.

He

feet.

hildhoi

died

R.

and

fami

i

died

id

infanc)

in

\i-l.i

:

mma

I

Minerva

:

1:

and

infancy;

Clarence
Fi r several years Mr.
at home.
!]
V\ ilsi
has been in pi or health and unable
to work and his wife has also been an invalid for several vears, but their t\\
children. Clarence and Xida. have been of
the greatesl comfort and assistance to them.
Mr. \\ ilson votes w ith the Republican
party and has
verseer, justice
in

•

member

pi ace and a
hoard, discharging

ness and fidelity,

member

of

the

duties with prompt-

all

lie has

central

al

committei
is
given

and his influence
grow ;h and advancement.
part\-

the

Baptist church,

tian

church and their

for

its

'

1

wife to the
Chrislives have been
honorable, upright and
commendable, in their declining years the)
•:
without regret anil
forward to the future without fear, and
terized by

their

all

example

that

is

his

I

1-

worthy of emulation

well

many

by their children and

friends.

fourteen

now

has placed the

ROBERT W. MILLARD.

under fence, while

five acre- have
fruit tree- and there is
grove upon the place. A comfortable residence, a barn and granary are
also among the improvements which he has
all

i

Andrew

thirteen;

Garfield

Wesle)

Leo,

G.,

the second of the

:

childln

there followed farming

:-raising and,

farm

dug

i.

<

in

i

tl

sixty acri

Leslie

died

n

and many were the mishaps which they enre
they arrived at home,
leartily by
their wives and families, who in
time were almosl crazed with anxiety conThe return journey
had consumed thirteen days.
Mr. Wilson's first home in Rem c< unty
eight by ten feet and later he
After
et.
a year and a half spent in Haven township,
nship and secured a homestead claim of one hundred and

Cora

d,

\

journey again

ii

but the gullies had bee une

<j07

been planted with
tive

added.
head of

He now
cattle,

has a herd of twenty-eighl
ne hundred and fifteen

and

i

is under cultivation.
He
from two hundred to three hundred acres and last season he had two hundred and forty acre- planted to wheat. He
has recently -old this farm to his eldest -< n,
and with his family he soon contemplates
moving to Wichita, where he will engage in
real estate pursuits, and there his children

the land

also rents

will receive excellent educational

advantages.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Wilson were horn
eight children:
William (',. was married in
[888
Elsie Graves and their children are

Aubrey

V.,

Johnnie

C

Viva,

who

died in

In a history of the successful men f Rice
county Robert W. Millard deserves
able mention, fi r through h
e has by determined purpose, laudable ambition and unfaltering diligence
1

worked

his way upward until he is now in
p ssession of a comfortable o mpetence, acquired entirely through his wn efforts. He
is still identified with the farming and stockraising interests of Rice county and is numbered ami ng its pi< neer settlers.
Mr. Millard was born in Ohio. December
r.
[853, while his parents. Thomas
Catherine
Robinsi 11
Millard. w<
,

I

1

The paternal grandfather, Jonathan Millard, was a native of
Pennsylvania and was of German descent.
his ancestor- having come to America from
natives of Pennsylvania.
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Germany with me ii the o >h mies that en >ssed the Atlantic through the influence of William Penn.
They were enterprising and
<

<

people and followed many
forms of employment.
Among the number were farmers, merchants, tradespeople
and school teachers. Jonathan Millard was
at one time very prominent and wealthy but
public-spirited

much of his property and subsequently
removed to Michigan, where he pun
farm and spent the remainder of his days.
He managed there add c> nsiderable to his
property and had a competency for old age.
By his first marriage he had two children
Thomas and Joseph, the latter dying at the
lost

t>

i

age of twenty years. After the death of his
first wife the father married again and had
three children by that union
Jonathan,
William and Mary. The daughter remained
in Michigan.
Thomas B. Millard was born, reared and
married in Pennsylvania and later removed
to Ohio, locating in Van Wert county,
where he engaged in teaching school. He
was a highly educated man and his labors
were very efficient in raising the intellectual
After a few
of the community.
years he removed to Mercer county, where
he developed a farm from heavily-timbered
land, making his home thereon for eight
years when he removed to Michigan in 1866.
In that state he bought land and improved
a second farm.
He also taught one term of

—

school in the Wolverine state.
He remained in Michigan .until all of his children
were born and most of them had left home
after which, in

1880, he sold his property
came b Kansas, joining his sons
Rice county. Here he purchased a good
farm, making it his place of residence until

there and
in

which occurred in 1893. He was
more than average intelligence and
culture and was not only well informed on
the questions of the day but had a very broad
and comprehensive knowledge of history and
was familiar with the best authors of modern
and ancient times. He was an entertaining
conversationalist and genial companion and
his death,

a

man

made

of

friends wherever he went.
He held
in the United Brethren church,

membership
and became

a strong Republican,

afterward

wing of
His wife yet survives him and
good home with her youngest son in
Oklahoma strip, where he is living on a good
farm. She was a daughter of Robert Robinson, of Pennsylvania, who removed b Wan
Wert county, Ohio, at an early day. There
he improved a good farm, upon which he
reared his family. There he also raised all
allying his interests with the silver
that party.
finds a

1

the supplies needed by the family, including

maple
sugar
and syrup and
which gave him a meat suppi}-.
He was an influential and successful farmer and lived to a ripe old
age. passing away respected by all vvhi knew
His children were:
him.
Mrs. Mary
oui g
Margaret; Catherine; Robert, who
served in the war of the Rebellr n and died
while at home on a furlough and another
bn ther who was killed in the Mexican war.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Millard were born
cereals,

stock,

:

:

;

William, who owns a cattle
western Kansas; Robert W. Mary
a school teacher, who died at the age 1 twenty years
Emma, who became the wife of
F. McKnett, of Michigan, and after his death
married A. Gladall. of Arlington. Kansas;
John, of Frederick, Rice county Lucy, the
wife of H. Slagle; Thomas, Charles and
Frank, who are living in the Oklahoma strip.
nine children

ranch

;

in

;

1

;

;

The parents held membership

in the

Metho-

church and took an active interest in its
work.
Robert W. Millard was born in Ohio,
but his youth was passed in Michigan and
in the year 1874 he came to Kansas, casting
in his lot with the pioneers of Rice county.
He took up a homestead in Lincoln township, built a sod house and at once began to
develop and improve a farm, later securing
the government title to the claim.
He then
purchased two hundred and eight} acres of
railroad land where he now lives, after which
he sold his homestead farm and turned his
energies to the development of his second
tract of land, which he had transformed into
a very valuable farm. He has fenced it and
built thereon a house and barn, has planted
an orchard, and adorned the place with attractive groves.
He has placed the fields
under a high state of cultivation and in the
dist

-

BiouK.iriJic.il. ins n>N)\

sti ck.
[e has always
and has given much attention to grading and imp
different
having some very fine specimens
breeds.
He has had some good running
lias also
stock and

969

Ji

1
i

I

been a lover

E

rses

'..

-1

.

much

given
horses

ai

attentii n

1

i<

i

he sold a famous h rse
also owns an excellent
1

horse

a cross

is

1

Mr.

h horse.

.Millard has

of a

He owns

his income.

perty

in

which he rents and also has land

in

pr<

Lyons
Texas

d business

and

in

has

c< >nsuccess fully
the
Sunflower

in

where his straightf rward dealing and
methods are widely acknowledged
pportunity
arly day he had ample
hunting and followed
the buffaloes as they were driven westward,
In
rtany a fine animal on the plains.
politics he was reared a Republican! and has
state,

reliable

1

followed the silver branch
He
E the party.
a Mason in good standing, holding memkvith Frederick lodge, but he has
never sought advancement in pi litical r soda! circles preferring to devote his energies
to Ins business interests in which he has met
1

is

1

with splendid

.

Indiana.
fannlv
r,

Ma\

if

1

21

alii

I

became

iyrus Poison,

<

boat pilot in early

and

life

He

s

valuable tract of bottom land 011 the west
the \\ lute river in Indiana
he sold this property and rem* «ved
>reg
1

one

1

<i

the im

1

Mrs. Margaret Lamar.

children.

(

was the third. Bettie, the youngest,
died in Daviess county. Indiana.
Jacob Poison was born in Indiana. Feb-

ject.

ruary

10.

1832, and at the age

home farm whereon

left

the

and

like his father

became a

ning on the Mississippi as

far

man

He

-.

>rleans.
For fifteen years that
work and on the expiration of

(

f

seventeen

was reared
irth

as

New

wais his life

that period

he purchased a farm on the west

E irk of the
White river, in Indiana. He was married
April 19, 1859. to Maria Jenkins, a native
f
of Louisville, Kentucky, and a daughter
James and Margaret Jenkins. Her parents
f their
lives in Inspent the greater part
diana, the father following carpentering in
both Jeffersonville, Indiana, and in Louis•

1

Kentucky.
He also owned a farm in
former state a rich tract of land in

—

interests

resides

township, where he has m* re

this

Hisi
Fredericksburg.
farm ab ut 1884 and:

away

Their
in the same locality in [894.
only son. Stephen Jenkins, is a pn minent
farmer living near Fredericksburg. YVash.

Indiana.

After his marriage J
reIndiana and subsequently
Pennsylvania, where
the 12th
His wife spent the last
try, 1881.
her life in the home of her son.

in

1

visible evidence of his activity in the busild.

1

lie

river pilot, run-

turnpike

severed and his persistence, diligence and energy have brought to him a splendid reward.
existensive farming

rJ

of the family, died in the vicinity of Portlaud.
>regon.
Jacob, the fatl

on

si

ful farmers of Kingman county.
At times
he has suffered adversity and dis
ments. but with resolute purp se he has per-

his

f

rr,

lis

east of
is

1

<

E his da\ 3 m
g the residue
where his death occurred about t88l.
wife had died in Indiana. In their family
were four children: Henry, who was a
merchant of Maysville. Indiana, fell fn m a
hotel window when suffocated ;>\ gas and
was thus killed. He left a widow and two
1

SAMUEL POLSON.
Json

I

then turned

his attention to Earrning

the

Pi

twe

for

followed that occupation.

ville,

Samuel

[86o, and be-

.

li

land,

E

between the Hambletonian
For twenty-f
engage I in
threshing machine and has thus added

which

t<>

£

11s

a fine

He

strain.

1

for breeding
French o ach
egistered, and a short

has

and

larger class

a

1

1

He now

Later he has

dsters.

.

.1

£

1

sold somi

>

Kingthan one

26,

1
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Samuel, passing away March 4, 1895, her
remains being interred in the cemetery of
Both were consistent members of
Brass.
the Methodist church and the father was a

Democrat in bis political affiliations. In their
family were six children: Samuel is the eldest; Cora, born September 23, 1863, became the wife of James Hovey, a farmer of
McPherson county, Kansas, and died at the

March

Cyrus.
5, 1901
born September 1. 1866, died in Indiana,
March 7. 1876: James, barn November 10,
1868. is a farmer living near Kiowa. Okla-

home

of out subject.

;

homa; Jao b. orn September 4. 1872. makes
In- home with Samuel; and Stephen, born
February n, 1878. died of consumption "at
the to ore f lias brother James, in Oklahoma.
Samuel Poison, whose name begins this
record remained on his father's farm in
1

1

,

.
I

Indiana, until sixteen years

of age and then, having acquired a good
practical education in the common' schools,
started out to make his own way in the
He secured a position on the farm
world.
of (v verm r Williams, a tine estate on the
':
of the White river, and there remained for five years, when he began farm-

ing on his own account. He followed that occupation for five years in Knox county, Indiana. 'and then came to Kansas, locating at
Mount Hope, Sedgwick county, October 16,
He wi »rked for Lewis Bird until Jan88
uary, 1882, when he came to Kingman counlocated
a claim on Kingman township,
ty and
comprising the southeast quarter of section
1. He then returned to Sedgwick county, but
1

i

-

the spring spent a month upon his
claim and later in the year located thereon,
making it his place of residence for five
years, when he sold that property and pur-

in

chased one hundred and sixty acre- on sections J_| and 25, Kingman township. There
Mr. Pi lsi n c ntimted to cultivate bis fields
for eight years and it was while he was residing there be completed his arrangements
f his
own by his marriage to
a home
f< r
-

Miss Daisy Hendricks.
The wedding was celebrated October 25,
The lady is a native of Illinois and a
1892.
daughter of Samuel and Luicretia (Bailey)
th o<f whom are natives of the
Hendricks,
1

1

same state and now reside four miles east
Shan n, in Barber county. Kansas. They
Mrs. Poison; Roy, a
had six children:
1"

1

school teacher olf Barber count}- Ralph, at
borne; Florence, the wife of Will Hewitt,
a fanner of Barber county Rex and Archie,
who are still with their parent-. The home
of Mr. and Mrs. Poison has been blessed with
ne son, Frankie.
:

:

I

After his marriage Mr. Poison was a imfarm to the Loan Company and then rented a ranch of three thousand acres, known as the Peck ranch, on the
headwaters of the Chikaskia river, owned by
George Peck, a railroad manager of Chicago.
Here he was extensively engaged in the cattle business, having between six and seven
hundred head of cattle on the place, of which
he owned one hundred and fifty head, while
the remainder belonged to' other parties.
After four years spent on the Peck ranch
Mr. Poison removed to the Benehel ranch
>urteen hundred acres.
He purchased in
February, 1 899, two hundred and forty acres,
but did not locate thereon until August. 1900.
since which time he has met with marvelous
pelled to lease his

I

£

f>

success,

his

history being

frequently cited

on account of the wonderful prosperity he

He has
has achieved in so short a time.
added to his ranch until it now o oiprises ten
hundred and forty acres on sections 24. 26
and 27, Kingman township, and he has a
herd of one hundred and seventy head of fine
graded cattle, while he also engages in buying and selling stock. Those which he raises
he usually sells as stockers when two or three
He has built an excellent barn
years old.
and put many other substantial
upon his place, and about four hunis now under cultivaHe
te >n and returns to him golden harvests.
fruit
In- thlree and a half acre- planted t
trees and berries, and everything about his
i

tnents

dred acres of his land

1

excellent condition, in keeping
with the most modern farms of the twentieth
century. The residence is neat and c< mmodious and the farm is well watered by the

place

is

in

Mr. Poison votel
river which crosses it.
w it the Democratic party, but has never bad
time m r inclination to seek public office.
His wife is a member of the United Pres1 1

J
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byteriau church ami both arc people of the
highest

which
hitnl

was married
at

or clime.

A.

B.

DAVENPORT.

Davenport, one of the representative citizens of Barber county, engaged in
farming in Medicine Lodge township, was
born in he Win county, Illinois, near the

town

1'..

i

Clinton, in 1S35. and belonged to

f

that locality.
His faDavenport, was a native
of Kentucky and served his country as a
the war of [812, while one of his
ther.

Hugh Logan

[toothers

v.

as

a

Hugh
in

Kentucky and

Bounty,

soldier in the war with
L. Davenport was reared
in Illinois,

of the latter

state,

and

in

He Witt

was united

in

Joanna Watt, who proved to
him a faithful companion and helpmate on
the
urney of life. She belonged to an old
urolina family and by her marriage
She became the mother of thirteen children,
seven -mis and six daughters, of whom
twelve reached years of maturity and were
married. Four of the sons were soldiers of
the Union army, namely:
Isaiah. Nelson,
A.
and Jackson, all of whom fought for
the preservation of the Union. The mother
was a daughter of a Methodist Episcopal
minister, and throughout her life she held
membership in that church and lived in harMarriage

to

j.

1'..

mony with its teachings. Her death occurred when she was fifty years of age, and
her husband, Mr. Davenport, passed away

He was a farmer
by occupation and followed that pursuit in
at the age of sixty-five.

order to provide a comfortable living for
his family.
In his religious faith he was a
Baptist, and his life was ever upright and
honorable.
A. B. Davenport was reared on the old
home farm in Illinois, and no event of special
importance occurred to vary for him the
routine of his farm: duties.
The district
schools afforded him his educational privileges and the refining influences of a good
Christian home aided in molding his char-

only eig
the

left

who married

farmer of

a

Miss Emeline

to

her death

William',
i-

A.

When

acter.
1

enjoying th<
always aco rded true wortl

respectability,
is

97

this

•

ears of age he
[enson, wl1-,,
1

following children

Zimmerman and
county; Mrs. Mary C.
Ida

;i.
who is also living in Barber
county: and Nelson, a resident of New .Mexico.
.Mr. Davenporl
married hi- present
wile in Barber county in 1N07.
then Mrs. Lucy J. Zimmerman, the widow
of Dr. John Zimmerman.
ler parents w ere
1

O

melius and Rebecca

1

\

anness

(,

both of

whom

were natives of Ohio, where they
spent their entire lives.
The) had a family
of eight children, no.
whom, John, was a
1"

1

valiant

soldier

1

f

the

(

"w

war.

il

Vannes®, the grandfather of Mr-. Daven1» rt, was one of the heroes of the Revolution and lost his hearing in that struggle
which brought independence to the nation.
()u attaining to womanhood Lucy J. Valine-- became the wife of Dr. John Zimmerman, who died in Finney count}. Kansas,
at thte age of seventy-three year.-.
There
were five children born of that marriage, of
,0 rg
w to in four are now living:
I

dent of Independence. Miss< uri Mrs. Elizabeth Mitchell, of Barber count}-: Ida. the
wife of William Davenport: and Mrs.
Myrtie Kincade, of Hutchinson, Kansas.
Although Mr. Davenport has devoted
:

the greater part of his life to agricultural
pursuits, he has never faltered in the performance of his duties of citizenship, and

August, 1862, President Lincoln
fi r sixty th> msand tn
ps
he offered his services to the government
for a term of three years, the regiment being
commanded by Colonel Kimball and later
by Colonel Foster, while his first captain
race Fitch, wdio later became a lieuwas
tenant colonel. Mr. Davenport took part in
the battle of Helena, Arkansas, the campaign around Yicksburg and the battle of
Fort Pemberton and at different times was
under the command of Generals Buford,
Prentiss. Fremont and Banks. He saw servMissouri, Arkansas, Mississippi,
ice
in
Tennessee and Kentucky and took part in
many battles and skirmishes. He also aided
in digging the big canal at Milliken"s Bend.
He was honorablv discharged at Little

when,

in

issued another call

I

I'

1
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Rock, Arkansas, and was mustered out and
paid off at St. Louis, returning then to his
home with a most creditable military record after three years of faithful and gallant
His son Nelson also served a year
service.
and a half in the Spanish-American war,
was in the first battle of Manila, was in the
!

army

service altogether

honorably discharged

two

in

years,

and was

1899.

In his political affiliations Mr. Daven-

been a-sociated.

J.

Among the figures who stand prominenton the pages of western history is
the gentleman whose name introduces this
review.
He is one of those honored pioneers who bravely turned their faces from
the east, with all the advantages of wealth
and civilization, and cast their fortunes with
the w-estern frontier, in all its wildness
primitive

modes

of

life,

wdio,

than enjoy the comforts of their
the
endure
to
chose
homes,
former
hardships of a wider and freer country, and
who made out of those very obstacles the
stepping stones to wealth and affluence.
Mr. O'Brian was born in Jackson countv. Ohio. October I, 1837. and is a son of
tin. mas B. and Mary (F razee) O'Brian.
natives respectively of New York and Ohio,
and in the latter state they were marThe paternal grandfather, Jonathan
ried.
O'Brian. was born in the Empire state and
his ancestors came to America during Colo
rather

members

of the

family serving

war

for

American

The

company

in Ohio and
Texas, taking part
where Santa
Anna and his [Mexican army was captured
and killed.
In 1836 he also assisted in establishing the republic of Texas.
He sub-

latter

joined

raised a

Sam Houston

the battle of

secpiently

located

San

in

in

Jacinto,

Lone Star

the

state,

remaining there during the remainder of
Thomas B. O'Brian, the father of
our subject, located in Jackson county, Ohio,
at a very early day and was there married.
He entered land from the governmerul and
improved a good farm, remaining there for
many years. In 1846 he sold his property
there and removed to Marion county, Missouri, where he spent three years, and on the
to
expiration of that period he returned
Ohio, taking up his abode in \ nitHe later took up his permanent ab le in
Jack- >n 01 lunty, West Virginia, where he improved a good farm, and there hi- death
occurred in 1876, at the ripe
Id age of
seventy-one years.
In 186.2 he etnl
a private in the Federal army, in which he
serving until the close of the war. valiantly
performing his part in maintaining this
grand republic. He followed farming as a
life occupation, and in early life he upheld the
principles of the Whig party and after its
dissolution he became a loyal Rep
Although he filled a number of township ofHticai
fices, he was never an aspirant r r
preferment, preferring to give his undivided
his life.

1

1

O'BRIAN.

ly forth

and

days,

A

in

port is a Democrat and has served for many
terms as justice of the peace, filling that position in Illinois for two years, later in Finney, county, Kansas, and now is filling the
same position in Medicine Lodge township
111
a m st creditable manner, his decisions
He bebeing strictly fair and impartial.
longs to .Medicine Lodge Post. No. 174,
G. A. R., and also belongs to the Masonic
fraternity, while his wife belongs to the
They are widely and
Christian church.
favorablv known in this portion of the state,
and the qualities which always command regard have gained for them the confidence
and. good will of all with whom they have

A.

nial

as valiant soldiers in the

independence.
Jonathan O'Brian was a
prominent farmer
New York, and there
his death occurred.
His children were
William, Chauncey, Tin 111a- B. and John.

1

He was
attention to his business interests.
a licensed exhorter of the Methodist Episcc*
pal church, and did all in his pi wear f r the
;e of
uplifting of his fellow men and the
Christianity.

The marriage

of Mr. and Mrs.

Itren]
O'Brian was blessed with four
namely: Andrew T. John A.. Thomas A.,
family
and Alford M. The mot.ier of this
wa- railed to her final rest in 1855. and die
father was again married, his second union
being with Mrs. M. Cowan, bv whom he bad
three children, Walter^ George and Sarah.
,

;
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ev\ J. O'Brian, the subject of this
remained under the parental roof

review,

ears
1

!

enwi

age,

f

i

•

1857.

iged in the

lie

1]

>sisted in the preservatii

m

1

if

later

C.,

1

was em]
and was made

i\ ing twenty-five team- unU als< din ve a team
vernment stores, ammunial all the camps on the Potomac river and during the last year of the war
rge >f the shipping wharf at City
Mr. O'Brian remained Ln
Pi int, Virginia.

ipervisi< n.

1

1

gi

1

(he

rnment service until [868, when
Kansas and was employed

§

1

:'

lie

in

nd Texas Railn ad.
a squatter's claim in

In 1869 he

Montgomery

County, Kansas, n which tie made some improvements, but later sold that place and
came t< Rice c< >unty, where he joined a party
1

1

The anig iged in hunting buffaloes.
mal- were captured for their hides, for which
;

there

a great demand, and as they
d price- this proved a veryprofkemployment. In 1872 lie lie-

was

g

-

born

9, [848,

inei

Becker

1

n the journey- of

the

in
a

state

New

of

daughter of Jeremiah
1

Enders, both natives

-e\eii children:

William. David,

Yi -t. Daniel, Elizabeth, now Mrs. Steiner;
Hannah, who became Mrs. Shell and Cath('Brian. Jeremiah
erine, the mother of Mrs.
Becker departed this life in New York Ln
[863, and his wid-w afterward kept her
family together and at an early day came
with them to Kansas, locating in MontgonvIn 1876, accompanied by a
ery county.
daughter and her husband, she removed to
Kentucky, where her death occurred in 1887.
:

(

Their children were: Harriet, whlo died at
the age of sixteen year-; Mary, the wife of
Ira L. Zeh John, who died in Pennsylvania
and Jemima, the wife" of our subject. The
marriage of Mr. and Mrs. O'Brian has been
blessed with lour children, namely: Mary.
born September 17. 1875 Thomas, born November 12, 1876; Abby, born March
8,
1878; and John, born December 3, [881.
are
enjoychildren
all
and
The
are
at home
Mr.
ing excellent educational privileges.
O'Brian was formerly a strong Republican,
but since 1870 he has keen identified with the
Reformed party, believing most firmly in
:

;

struction of bridges for the Missouri,

e

R

:

1

de-cent and was a prominent farmer
Unto him and his wife

were b rn
•

i'.irtnient

-

\.

Of his native state.

a memiber of the quarpartment and was ordered
ti

Shi

German

-

the

He ecame
1

Fe

York, Ma\

of the Empire state, where they were married. Jacob Becker, the grandfather, was of

1

1

mpanion
li

,

until

year he joined the bo)

In thai

.

vvi

remaining there

business,
1

lien, in

with the pioneers of the SunflowIt- first ] cated in the city of Lea\

where

rth.

\\

97 3

rce of

:

He

came the possessor f the land on which he
now resides, first erecting a sod house, which
he afterward replaced with a good and commodious farm residence, also erected other
buildings, planted an orchard, and in many
ways beautified and improved the place. His
fields were placed under a high state of cultivate m, and everything about the farm indicates the supervision f a progressive owner.
In [887 he sold the place, but still resides

the principles set forth by

there as a tenant.
The struggle for existence has been a stern and hard one, but he

Since 1884 Judge G. W. Stevens has
keen a resident of Barber county and in
f
his
thi -e wars he has left the impress

1

1

-

physical

huh mitahle energy and marked
courage and has successfully

success.
way
Montgomery county, Kansas,

fought his
In

t<

>

in

1873,

Mr. O'Brian was united in marriage with
Miss Jemima F.nders. who has pn ved
t

its

platform.

recognized as one ,of the most publicmen of Rice county, and i- pn gressive and generously helpful to every measure which in his judgment tends to the general good.
is

spirited

G.

W. STEVENS.

1

upon the public
Caked
public office,

individuality

life

and

lie has disti
pn gress.
charged his duties with marked fidelity,
and in private life he has keen equally true
t<
those principles which in every land and
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command respect and admiration.
He is progressive and manifests the enterprising spirit which is so characteristic of
the west, for Judge Stevens is a western
clime

man by

and preference. lie
Pike county, MisJoseph Stevens, having

birth, training

was born

in Louisiana,

souri, his father,

been one of the

first settlers in

of the state, coming there

that portion

an

as

Indian

He

was well known ah along the
Mississippi river in pioneer days and was

trader.

an active factor in the early development of
this portion of the country.
He was born
in the city of New York in 1800 and belonged to a Well kn< win family of the
metropolis. Joseph Stevens, Sr.. the grandfather of our subject, was a native of England and coming to America spent his remaining days in New York city. His wife
bore the maiden name of Hannah Wade and
one of her uncles was numbered among the
first

settlers

of Cincinnati, Ohio

founding that

city

1

,

and promoting

aiding in
its

early

In New York the father of our
subject was reared and educated and when
twenty years of age he' determined to seek
iiifortune in the west, believing that he
might have better opportunities in districts
where competition was not so great. Accordingly he made his way to Carrol Hon,

progress.

In 1824 he was married to Miss
Almira D'Yall, a most estimable lady who
represented a Vermont family of French
lineage.
Her father, John D'Vall, was one
Illinois.

of the earliest settlers of Illinois, making his
way westward in 1821, at which time he
took up his abclde in Greene county, of the
Prairie state. He served as a soldier in the
Black Hawk war when the Indians threatened the extermination of the pioneers, and
the father of our subject was also a soldier
in that encounter with the red men.
After
si m£
years' residence in Louisiana. Missouri, the parents of Judge Stevens returned
to lllini is', locating in Hancock county in
was then a frontier region, in
It
1833.
which the wlork of progress and improve-

ment had

scarcely been begun, and from the
wild laud Mr. Stevens developed a farm.
His death
ccurred in 1846, at the age of
1

forty-six years.

portioned

He was

a

man and weighed

tall,

well-pro-

over two hun-

In politics he was a Jackson
loyal to his honest
home he was a kind and
affectionate husband and father, in business
was straightforward and reliable, and in all
life's relations he commanded the good-will
and confidence of his fellow men. His wife,.
who was born in 1804, passed away in 1864.
She was a must worthy woman and lived
to see her children become respected men

dred pounds.

Democrat and was most
convictions.

In his

and women. Her disposition was cheerful
and sunny and she w as greatly loved for her
many good deeds. She held membership in
the Methodist Episcopal church.

seph and
children:

Unto Jo-

Almira Stevens were born five
John D., the eldest, was a promi-

nent agriculturist of Hancock county. Illiand there served as sheriff, and also
represented his district in the state senate.
His widow and children now reside in
Carthage, that state. George W. is the second of the family.
Joseph Oliver is a
fanner of Hancock county. Illinois. Franklin served for ten months as a soldier of theCivil war and was killed at the battle of
Jackson. Mississippi, when twenty-three
years of age. Joanna is the wife of Thomas
Hatton, of Cape Girardeau. Missouri.
Judge Stevens, whose name introduces
this review, was born May 19, 183 1, in
Louisiana, Missouri, and was but two years
of age when his parents removed to Hancock county, Illinois, where he was reared
upon the home farm but early became familiar with the duties and labors that fall to
the lot of the agriculturist. At the age of
nois,

twenty-two he was married to Miss Myra
Worrell, a most estimable lady, who was
born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, but
w-as reared and educated in Hancock county,
Illinois.
Her parents were Elisha and
Sarah (Knott) Worrell, and the former is
now deceased. In 1867 Judge Stevens accompanied by his family, removed to Casscounty, Missouri, where he engaged in
farming and stock raising. He became a
leading and influential citizen of that community and served as county sheriff, proving fearless and faithful in the discharge of
his duties.
In 1884 he arrived in Medicine
Lodge, Kansas, and purchased eight hundred ami eighty acres of rich and valuable

•
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He

land.

now

is

extensively engaged in the
and also has three hundred

.

and forty acres

his land planted

od

crops besl adapted to this climate.

farm

his

E

is

devoted

to

to the

The

re

pasturage

purposes and he keeps upon the place three
hundred head of cattle. His ranch is pleaslocated six miles
d conveniently
past of the town, and while he maintains
his residence in Medicine Lodge he gives
naJ supervision to the management
of his farming and stock raising interests.
The home E the Judge and his wife has
been blessed with seven children, namely:
I -•'!-'
Stanley, w'i< married Minnie Clark,
is a railn ad man living- in Dennison,
hio.
Lelia M. is the wife of Joseph Gibson, a
Harry W.,
merchant of Isabell, Kansas.
who married Martha Doles, a daughter of
William Doles, now of Oklahoma, is a
farmer and ranchman of Barber county.
Mary is the wife >i L. T. Wilson, an atMyra, who is
fctrne) of Alva. Oklahoma.
the twin sister
.Mary, i- the wife of James
Jones, win' i< engaged in the real estate
Stella is the
business in Wichita. Kansas.
wife
f
Eugene Yourrtans, a merchant of
And Harriet is the wife
Mledicine
dge.
of A. 1.. Shannon, an attorney of Carthage.
Miss Liri. The greatest loss that ever came

though he has reached the psalmist's -pan f
re years and ten he ;i]i]h
much younger age, .Mid is yet
a man
actively concerned with the affair- of fife
both in a business way and in political servlie is linn in support of all that he
ice,
believes to he just and honorable, and his
career has heen characterized by integrity
and h\ forbearance and right in all hi- dealings \\ ith hi- fellow men.
1

1

1

<

1

t"

i

Judge Stevens was when, in 1893, he
was called upon to give up his wife, who
to

died in that year at the old home in Illinois.
where she was visiting wdiile on her way to
atten
in

1

the

Chicago.

World's Columbian Exposition

She was then

fifty-nine years

age.
She had been a most worthy
helpmate to her husband and a kind and
loving wife and mother, and her friends
ut the community were almost as

nf

many

as her acquaintances.

judge Stevens

is

a

Democrat and has

een an active worker in the interests
of the party, <\< ing all in his power to pro;ii
and insure its success.

Barber county he

served
Since o rming 1
terms as sheriff, discharging his
duties in a most prompt and capable man1

lias

county judge in Cass
county, Missouri, and on the bench wias fair
and impartial in his ruling-, neither fear
Alr influencing him in any way.

ner.

Hi

-

t'

G.

i
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M.

MARTI X.

In the history of the legal fraternity •(

Barber county mention must he made of
M. Martin, who is one of the prominent
lawyers practicing at the bar of Medicine
Lodge. He was admitted to practice in [880
in Neosho county and i- n to well km. wn in

G.

this portion of the state for hi- capability in
the line of his chosen vocation.
is num-

He

bered

among

the worthy citizens that

Illi-

nois has

furnished to this state, his birth
having occurred in the Prairie state on the
13th of August, 1852.
His grandfather,
Drury Martin, was one of the pioneer setof Illinois, emigrating westward from
South Carolina and in the Mississippi val-

lers

ley

lie

spent his

remaipms

-

days.

Jonathan Martin, the father of our subject, was born and reared near the Wabash
river, on the division line hetween Illinois
and Indiana. He married Emily Matthews,
wdio is a native of the Hoosier state and
wdio proved to him a faithful companion
and helpmate on life's journey. She was
reared in Illinois and represented one of the
old families of Kentucky, her parents removing from that state to Indiana. When
gold was discovered in California. Jonathan Martin, hoping that he might rapidly
acquire wealth in that state, made bis way
to the Pacific slope, but ultimately returned
His death occurred in Illinois,
to Illinois.
at the age of fifty-five years, and his wife
In
passed away at the age of fifty rears.
ante-bellum days he gave an earnest suppi rt
to the cause of abolition and when the Republican party w-as formed t< prevent the
further extension of slavery, he joined its
1
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ranks and was one of its zealous supporters.
He was a warm personal friend of Lincoln
and also enjoyed the acqnaintance of Owen
Lovejoy.
He took a very active part in
abolition

widely

work

in Illinois in the '40s

known on account

and was

of his effective

service in promoting the anti-slavery senti-

ment.
In his family were four sons and
four daughters and two of the sons died in
Kansas.
In the public schools of his native state.

G. M. Martin obtained a good education,
which served as the foundation upon which
to rear the superstructure of his professional
He took up the study of law in

learning.

Lincoln, Illinois, under the direction of Edward Lynch, a well known attorney of that
place, and later studied with O. O. Felkner,

of Chanute. Kansas, who was a distinguished lawyer there. In 1880 he was admitted to the bar and has since devoted his

and attention to his legal pracwhich has since increased in volume and
In the trial of cases he has
importance.
shown hi- strength, keen discernment and
and has won
faculties
reasoning
strong
entire time

tice,

notable forensic victories. He also enin stock raising, having a valuable
in this portion of the state.
In 1880 Mr. Martin was united in marriage to Nancy A. Doggett. a native of
Kokomo, Indiana, and a daughter of A. J.
Doggett. Si.x children have been born unto
them, three sons and three daughters, name-

many

gages
ranch

[ohn A.; Nellie E. Marand James G. The eldest
one of the successful teachers of
In early life Mr. Martin
Arbor county.
gave his political support to the Greenback
party, but later upheld the principles advocated by the Republican party. He has served
ly:

garet

Chester E.
;

Delilah

daughter

;

:

;

is

as a delegate to many political conventions
and hi- opinions carry weight in the councils of his party.
Socially he is a Mason,

belonging to Delta Lodge, No. 177, F. &
A. M.. of Medicine Lodge. Mr. Martin is
well known and (luring the years of his residence in Medicine Lodge he has gained the
public support in his profession and is now
accounted one of the most successful and
prominent lawyers in this part of the state.

ANDREW McINTURFF.
Andrew Mclnturff was born

in

Shenan-

doah county, Virginia, December 24, 1836, a
son of Henry and Elizabeth Mclnturff. The
parents were what was then termed Pennsylvania-Dutch, and although they spoke
German their children were taught the English language.
They were the parents of
fourteen children, seven sons and seven
The father was called to his
daughters.
final rest in 1840, dying of typhoid fever.
At his death he left a family of thirteen children for the mother and older children to
support, for the family were in very limited
circumstances. The mother, who was born
in \ irginia, died in the same state.
Andrew Mclnturff, the tenth in order of
birth in his parents' family, was obliged to
begin the battle of life for himself at the
early age of fourteen years, with only a
sufficient education to enable him to read
and write. In 1857, with only the means
to pay his way to Indiana, he started for the
west, where he had relatives living, and in
1858 he resumed his westward journey to
In i860 he
the northern part of Missouri.
crossed the plains to the Pike's Peak gold
fields with an ox team, but not finding a
good claim there, with one companion, he
walked from the west of the Rocky Mountains to the northern part of Missouri, making the journey of nine hundred miles in
thirty days.
In 1861, at Fort Leavenworth,
he enlisted for service in the Civil war. entering the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, under Jim
Lane and afterward under Powell Clayton,
now United States minister to the city of
Mexico.
Mr. Mclnturff served for three
years and thirty days, during which time he
had many miraculous escapes and was
wounded in the right shoulder in the battle
near Helena. Arkansas, which disabled him
En mi further manual labor, as the ball still
remains where it lodged.
He is the only
one of seven boys that served in the Union
arm}-.
When discharged he returned to
Mercer county, Missouri, and on the 4th of
December, 1864, Mr. Mclnturff was united
in marriage to Lucretia Sweetmarr. a native
of New York.
In September, 1872, they

j4 .Jl^x-^fcvu^

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
came

Hutchins

to

claim there, but

>n,

Kansas, locating on a

constitution

[876, not being able to

in

perform hard labor, he left the farm and
emparked in the phi tograph business, which
he has since made his occupation. His proBcency in the work is second to none in the
state, and
rllowed this occupation
for over twenty years in Hutchinson, where
he and his son have built up a wide reputaMr. and Mrs. Mction for excellent wi rk.
Inturff have bee me the parents of four living children, three sons and a daughter",
namely
1. Eugene, A. P., E. W. and Clara
A. 1 he daughter is the wife of Edward M.
Moore, £ the Hutchinson News Company.
In political matters Mr. Mclnturff has given
his supporl to the Republican party.
:

1

;;i<

ral

M.

and equally Strong character.
and of unquestioned integrity

He reared his family to habits
of industry, honesty and eo nomy.
U
and honor.

I

i

Vini cral in his political affiliations

aspin d

to

home was

ublic

i

office

i

r

dren, namely: William R.
tine
ter;

\

.

:

I

notoriety.

I

lis

blessed with nine interesting chil-

Burr I'; ValenMargaret, who married J. II
us
this review;
;

I

John M., the subject of

.Malon.

who

died

in

(

>hio;

Thomas

II.;

Enos; and Franklin.

John M. is the only
of the family residing in Kansas,
and he and bis brother. Burr !'.. both served
in the Union army during the Civil war.

member

The mother of this family was a dau-1 utei of
WiMiaim Paxson of Virginia, a prominent
farmer ,'[ that state, who made his home
there until

JOHN
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his

death.

His children

were

Samuel; Alary; Jacob; William: Rachel, the
ii" bher of the subject
Of this sketch; and

PURCELL.

Griffith.

Am* ng

the honored pioneer settlers of

Kansas, a descendant of one f the old and
prominent families oi Virginia and now
representative farmer and stock-raiser of
Rice o unty, is John M. Purcell, who was
born m Loudoun county. Virginia, January
Edwin
parents
being
his
26,
[841,
Purcell,
both
and
Rachel
(Paxson')
Virginia,
where they were
natives
of
married.
The paternal grandfather of
our subject was Samuel Purcell, who
was of Irish descent, but was born in Virginia, where he engaged in farming until
hi- death, which
ccurred on has WomeStead
near Purcellville. a town named in honor of
the Purcell family.
He and his wife were
the parent^ of the fi llowing children:
Jonah: Jane, who married William Urton;
1

.1

1

1

Era

I'.urnard:

-:

Samuel; Hannah; Edwin;

and Hector.

Edwin

1'ureell, the father of

was born and reared
married and engaged
lie ni'

\

ed b

1

(

>hi<

where he bought

.

1'

a

in

our subject,

Virginia, where he

in farming.
In 1847
Adams county,
farm, upon which he

-eating in

made substantial improvements and made
his home until his death, which occurred in
1885 when he had attained the ripe old age
of eighty-six years. He was a man of stn mg

John M. Purcell, whose name introduces
removed with his parents from
\ irginia to Ohio when seven years of age,
and there grew to manhood. He received*
common-school education and assisted his
father in the cultivation of the home farm
this review,

until

[864,

when he

One Hundred and

enlisted in
Forty-first

Company K,
Ohio Volun-

Infantry, which was consigned to the
Army of West Virginia and stationed as

teer

guards

at

mained

until the fall of the

Fort Hurricane.

There he resame year, when
he received an honorable discharge and returned to his home and resumed farming
homestead, remaining there until
1870, when he married and engaged in
farming on his own account. In 1880 he
moved to Kansas, locating in Rice county.
Like most early settlers he had small means
and consequently had to begin farming on a
small scale. He bought eighty acres of raw
prairie one mile east of where the town of
Chase has since been established. He built
a small house, fenced his land, broke the
prairie and labored early and late to improve his farm and place it under good cultivation, and his labors were crowned with
When he settled in the Sunflower
success.
state much of it was still in its wild and
at the
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stanch Republican, but never aspired to poHis wife died at their home in

condition, the settlements were
few and far apart and the farmers had to
go long distances to find a market for their
grain and other farm products, but the railbeen built all
roads which have since
through the west brought energetic and enterprising farmers and business men from
the east who have invested their capital and

primitive

•

litical office.

Ohio, in 1843, an d he afterward married a
Their
sister of his first wife. Alcinda Reid.

that section of the west the

Reid. was a prominent
father, William
farmer of Virginia who moved to Ohio,
where he died in 1853. He was a strictly
moral man and supported the churches but
was not a member of any. By his first wife

commonwealth of Kansas.
Mr. Purcell was not a vigorous man
when he moved to Kansas, but the climate

Thomas
John G. Gore had four children
W. Emaline E.. the wife of our subject;
Alcinda J., deceased and John M.
The

here so improved his health that he is now
strong and robust and is actively engaged in
general farming and stock-raising. As his
financial resources have increased he has
added to his lands and now owns four hundred and four acres, upon which he raises
diversified crops and has large bins for unUpon his place are fine pasture
sold wheat.
lands, through which runs living water, and

children by his second wife were:
Henry
W. George F. Sarah E., wife of S. Mc-

developed

in

great

:

;

:

home

There is also a large orchard and a
grove of shade trees upon the place,
everything is kept in good order, the fields
are all under a high state of cultivation and
the farm is one of the most attractive and
valuable ones in Rice county.
On the 4th of January, 1870, Mr. Purcell was united in marriage to Miss Emaline
E. Gore, who was born in Adams county,
Ohio. November 20, 1840, and is a daughter
of John G. and Sarah E. (Reid) Gore, both
natives of Virginia, where they were married.
He was a son of Solomon Gore, a
ings.
fine

was

a

than.

William, John G.,

Ann

Thomas and James H. John

JonaG. Gore,

L.,

the father of Mrs. Purcell, was a farmer by
occupation, was reared a Quaker but afterward became a Methodist and lived a consistent

member

nomination.

was

of the church of that deIn his political affiliations he

originally a

Whig

and

later

are the only ones

with

five

now

children,

The

living.

namely

:

Olive,

born August 26, 1871. and who is a competent and successful teacher: Orville, who
died in infancy: Emma E., who was born
July 4, 1873; Homer E., who died when
four years of age; and Townsend H., who
was born August 31, 1878, and is engaged
in farming on the old homestead.
The parents of this family are both worthy members
of the Methodist church.
Mr. Purcell is a
Democrat in his political affiliations and
does all in his power to secure the growth
and insure the success of the party, but he
does not aspire to political preferment.

He

and social in his disposition and
is widely and favorably known, and in the
community where he resides he is held in the
highest respect and regard by his fellow-

is

genial

citizens.

J.

X.

SHELDON.

mem-

ber of the Society of Friends and died in
His children were: Enos, Sarah
Virginia.
E.. Joshua.

who

Frances A.,

Emaline E. and Sarah

of our subject and his wife has been

blessed

of graded stock, having some fine specimens
of short-horn cattle, among them a fine male
animal, and all of them are registered. He
built a large two-story frame residence, commodious barns, sheds and other outbuild-

in 1779,

Townsend; and

McClure

he engages quite extensively in the raising

prominent farmer, born

;

;

Clure;

died in childhood.

became

a

of one
J. N. Sheldon is a representative
of the honored pioneer families of Kansas
and is now associated with the farming inHe was born in
terests of Rice county.
Grant county, Wisconsin, February 2. 1859,
and was reared on the home farm. The
family is of English lineage, however, and
was founded in America by the grandfather of our subject and h'is six brothers,
who were born in the Merrie Isle and
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up

alxxle

their

Sheldon,

mont

Atlantic

the

crossed

the

in

father,

remained

and

was

America, taking
England. John
horn in Ver-

in

that

to

New

state

until

he hail attained his majority, when he made
way westward, locating in Wisconsin,
where he followed both carpentering and
tannins;-,
lie was there married to Miss
Martha A. Dyer, a native of Tennessee.

979

manhood and womanhood, and
w.iall

for

successful,

-he

lived

grown and comfortabl)

and on

the

to

in

she

this

them

see

settled

in

life.

23d of June.

called to her final rest.

and her

|S<»4. -he was
Her devotion, her
won the undying

his

sacrifice

T1k\ began their domestic life upon a farm,
where they remained until all of their ten
children were horn.
In [867 they emigrated

She w.i- horn in Tennessee and her
wa- of Irish de-cent.
lie was a
shoemaker by trade and followed that pursuit throughout his business career.
The
children of Mrs. Sheldon were:
Mr-.
Sarah Barstow, whose first husband was
killed in the Civil war. after which she he-

Kansas, locating in Marion county, where
Mr. Sheldon located a claim which he afterward -old. He then removed to Abilene
and resided with one of his sons until his
death, which occurred in March. 1874.
He
followed mechanical pursuits and farming

to

nroughoul hi- business career and did not
His wife brought
aspire to public office.
the children to Rice county in 1873 and took
up a It >mestead claim, when there were fewpermanent settlers in this portion of the

She had owned and conducted a
and on coming to this
hotel in Ahiline.
count
-die
tore down the building and
brought it with her. where it was put up and
again used as a residence. Here she homesteaded a tract of land, which under her
Bapervision was operated, raising both corn
and oats the first season. In the summer
of 1874 farming was carried on upon her
own land and there seemed good prospects
state.

j

for

excellent

crops,

but the grasshoppers

came and destroyed everything green. This
was very discouraging, but the family managed to set along through strict economy
and capable management, two of the sons
being employed as herders and their wages
going

to aid

in

In

general support.

1875

more prosperous and good crops
were raised. From that time on the farm
was self-supporting, the sons carrying on
the active work of the fields and meadows.
The mother kept her children together, carefully managing for them and making every
personal sacrifice and effort that would promote the welfare and happiness of her sons
and daughters. She bore cheerfully the hardtimes were

I

trials

of bringing

of pioneer

life for

up her children

to

hi

the sake

efforts

love of her children

who

venerate her

mem-

ory.

father

came

the wife of P. Benedict, hut she is
deceased: Sophia, the wife of J. I'ratiier; Henry, wdio served in the Rebellion and
died in Oklahoma: Lucretia, who became the
wife of G. Molton, and is now deceased;
Brunilda. the wife of II. F. Beale; Samuel,
of Oklahoma: Laura, the wife of W. A.
Howard and J. X.
The last named pursued his education in
the common-schools of Kansas and remained
at home with his mother, relieving her as
much as possible of the care and responsibility of the farm.
He had the entire management of the farm after the other children had left home and thus he paid in part
the debt of filial love and devotion which
every child owes to the mother who makes
her chief object in life the care of her children.
At the time of his marriage he did
not leave home, but brought his bride to
the old place and purchased the farm, receiving the title from his mother, who made
her home with him and his wife during Iter
All of the improvements
declining years.
upon the place he assisted in making and
to-day he has a commodious and convenient
residence, a large new barn and other out-

now

:

buildings, wdiile an orchard yields its fruit
in season.
The place is located two miles

southeast of Mitchell and
thrifty in appearance,
all

the

modern

farming.

Mr.

is

most neat and

beinf supplied with

accessories for Drogressiv<
Sheldon now owms an entire

section of land, well improved, and on this
he has several tenant houses. His fields are
highly cultivated and his possessions stand
as a

monument

to his thrift

and labor,

all
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having been acquired through

his

own

JOSEPH WILEY.

earn-

est effort.

886 Mr. Sheldon married Miss
Emma Holmes, who was born in Iowa, August 1 6, 1862, and is a daughter of
J. P.
and Mary A. (Anderson) Holmes, both of
whom are natives of Virginia. Their marriage, however, was celebrated in Iowa,
where they spent their remaining days, the
In

j

father devoting his attention to agricultural
Their children were: John, who

pursuits.

died in the

Union army, while serving

in

the Civil war; Martha, the wife of O. S.
Sherrick; B. F.. of Lyons, Kansas: \Y. D..
of Iowa: Reuben, who died at the age of
sixteen years: Marv. the wife of J. W. Mil-

Mrs. Emma Sheldon and Charles, of
Geneseo, Kansas. The mother was a member .if the Methodist church.
After her
death the father was again married, his
second union being with Sarah Eurk. by
whom he had one daughter. Anna, now the
wife nf A. G. Brown, a Presbyterian minister.
Mrs. Sheldon came to Kansas in
1885. joining her brother in Rice county.
Here she formed the acquaintance of him
to whom she gave her hand in marriage.
Four children grace their union
Mabel,
who was born September 23, 1889; Alva,
born August 8. 1891 Esther, born July 30,
1893; and Blanch, born October 30, 1898.
Both Mr. and Air-. Sheldon hold membership in the Methodist church and their Christian belief permeates their lives.
Politically
he is a Republican and keens well informed
on the issues of the day. He has filled a
number of offices and is now serving as
township treasurer, discharging his duties
with promptness and fidelity.
He is certainly a self-made man. for in early life he
was thrown upon his own resources and has
had no outside aid or influence to assist
him in gaining the present financial position
which he now occupies. Brooking no obstacles that could be overcome by sincere
effort he has advanced steadily to the goal
of prosperity, and his life should serve as an
ler

:

:

:

:

and encouragement to others
are forced thus to depend upon their
efforts for material advancement and
progress.
inspiration

who
own

When

the tocsin

of

war sounded and

men from

every avenue of life flocked to the
standard of their country to aid in the
preservation of the Union, Mr. Wiley

donned the blue uniform and went forth to
fight for the old flag and the cause it represented, but this was not his only military
service, for he was also a veteran of the

Mexican war. Certainly he deserves great
what he has done for his country, and the republic owes to him a debt
credit for

of gratitude for his valiant efforts in her
behalf.

Mr. Wiley is a native of Virginia, his
having occurred in Stafford county on
the 17th of December, 1827. He represents
if the old and esteemed families of that
'lie
birth

'

His father, Hezekiah Wiley, was a
native of North Carolina, and married
Sarah: Wheeler, who was born ini Maryland.
state.

He was killed at a log rolling at Defiance,
Ohio, having become one of the pioneer
of the Buckeye state.
His wife,
surviving him for a number of years, passed
at the age of seventy-six.
They were
the parents of twio children. Joseph and
Eliza, the latter now deceased.
The mother
afterward married again, becoming the wife
of Joseph Henderson!, by whom she had
three sons, all of whom were soldiers of the
Civil war. James and Charles serving in the
Thirty-eighth Ohio Infantry, while Thomas
was a member of the Sixty-eighth Regiment
of Ohio Volunteers.
Joseph Wiley, therefore, is the only surviving member of the family.
During his
early youth his parents removed to Ohio,
and there amid the wild scenes of the frontier he was reared to manhood, aiding in the
arduous task of developing a new farm and
experiencing all the hardships and trials incident to pioneer life.
At the time when
the United States became involved in war
with Mexico, Joseph Wiley enlisted for
sendee in an Ohio regiment and under command of General Scott went to Xew Orleans and thence to the land of Montezuma,
He participated in the campaign under the
intrepid leader and took part in a number
settlers

away

I
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was with the

imp* rtanl engagements, including the
Vera Cruz, Buena \ ista and Sac
ramento.
Wlhen hostilities had ceased he
norably discharged and returned

of

Later he
Columbia,

battles of

home
tentii

g

uli a

\\

d militar)

record.

I

[is

(

at-

m

war.

ono

tmtrj

-

His patriotic

spirit

was

thr w the Union, and

President Lincoln's

at

enlisting in Defiance,
M
hie Hundredth
of Company I).
under Colonel rn 'in.
\i
Infantr)
later date- his regiment was o mmanded by
I

member
(

<

>hii

(

.

of

I

leneral

in

Fort

the

I

of

battle-

Fishi

Fori

1

(

1

,

1

Call for three hundred thousand ti
June 1862, he again d< nned his country's
unit', rni,

rces

Alexandria,

(

the attempt of the south to over-

bj

f<

participated

Anderson, Wilmington and Raleigh, being
at the last named place when the news was
received that General Lee had surrendered
to
ieneral
.rant.
Later he was
at
ireenb. ro for two. m nths, and alter receiving an h. norable discharge he was mustered
\:i of the service at Cleveland, Ohio.
Well iiia> he he pn ud of his military record.
In two of the important war- of the
o untry he ha- displayed his valor ami loyalty and well doe- he deserve th(
c inmendation and gratitud<

n was then devoted to the pursuits of

civil life until his c
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<

land.

Steven and then by Col< uel Bishop.
Mr. Wiley participated in the battles of
id
and Danville, Kentucky, proigainst General Morgan's troops and
was under tire m the engagements at Louennessee, G no rd and Knoxville.
He was with General Sherman on the celebrated march to the sea and for ninety days
was almost constantly under tire. He also
urt in the battle of Resaca, in which
he was wounded in the right wrist, and was

After the Civil war cl< sed Mr. Wiley
returned to his home in Ohio and there resided until 1871, when he went to Ellsworth
countw Kansas, there residing near the city
of Ellsworth until 1883, when he came to
Barber county. Llere lie has a good farm of
eighty acres, splendidly improved.
Mr. Wiley was married in 1865 to MisRebecca Wilson, who was born on the
bank of the Maumee river near Toledo,
Ohio, and pursued her education in that lo-

also in the thickest of the right in the en-

She was a daughter of Hezekiah
and Rebecca Wilson, ami by her marriage
she became the mother of six children,
Mrs. Cora Blake: Mrs. Isabella
namely:
Ash; Delia; Pearl, win:, i- a successful and
popular teacher in Earlier county: Lucy;
and Orin. who died in Louisiana of yellow
fever at the age of twenty-seven years.
In
[896 Mr. Wiley was called upon
of his wife, who died on the 4th
of February of that year, at the age of fiftyShe was a member of the Christian
two.
church and her life was so characterized by

i

i

Burnt Hickory, Marietta and
That was one of the
111
-t
famous engagements in the whole
war.
The troops under General Schofield
a ere o mmanded to capture the fort, which
was in an almost impregnable p sition, and
the General said. "Boys, every man for himself and God for you all."
The brilliant
vict. ry there achieved has become a matter
of history.
As the troops approached Atlanta Mr. Wiley was taken prisoner.
The
rebels took from him thirty dollars which he
ed, but left him his knife, and on
the way to Andersonville he managed
cut a hole in a box car and make his
he was fired upon by the guards.
In attempting to reach, the Union lines he
obtained fi d and shelter from the negroes.
who were always kind to "Lino ln'j
b ys," and after wandering for twentythree days he rejoined his regiment at
The command was sent back to
Ji nesb v.
meet General Hood's retreating army on its
way to Nashville. F< r a time Mr. Wilev

gagements

cality.

at

Kennesaw Mountain.

t

.

(

:

•

love and e-leem of
p< litical

all

ed- that -he w

who knew

her.

•

m

the

In his

views Mr. Wiley was originally

a

Wdiig. but on the dissolution of that party
the rank- of the new Repubican
party.
He has served as a member

aid but has never been an office
giving his allegiance to the party
'cause he believed in its principles
and it t because he sought reward for his
For many years he has been a
allegiance.
Christian church and
seeker,

-
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his

life

has been very honorable and up-

right.
He has passed the psalmist's span
of three so «re years and ten, having reached
the seventy-fourth milestone on the journey
of life, and he receives the veneration arid
respect which should ever be accorded to

those who attain an advanced age. His life
has indeed been worthy of the highest rehis example should serve as a
source of inspiration and encouragement to
the young.

gard and

ANDREW"

KENNEDY.

V.

war Andrew A. Kennedy enlisted
member of the One Hundred and bitty-

the Civil
as a

Indiana Infantry for lour months' serHe was a stanch Republican in his
views and in his fraternal relations
was an Odd Fellow. His death occurred
in 1876, while his wife passed away in 1869.
They were the parents of four children:
Jerome, who was a gallant soldier of the
Union Army, enlisted when only fourteen
years of age and served for four years and
seven months as a member of the One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Indiana Infantry.
He was once slightly wounded, but he refifth

vice.

political

mained

Andrew Y. Kennedy is well known to the
residents of Kingman county, among whom
he has long resided, and his sterling worth
has gained for him uniform regard. He is

of the
died in

at

the front until the preservation

Union was an assured fact. He
Kokomo, Indiana, in 189S. King

dising there and is a well known stockHis business interraiser of the county.
ests, carefully conducted, are bringing to

has for thirty years been engaged in business
Kokomo as a dealer in men's clothing.
Andrew V. is the third of the family. William, who was a merchant of Kokomo, Indiana, died in that city in (883.
To the public school system of Howard
comity. Indiana. Andrew V. Kennedy is indebted for the educational privilege- he re-

him

ceived.

now

the postmaster of Nashville, a position
which he has continued to fill since 1892.

He

is

also

engaged

in

general merchan-

well deserved success.

Mr. Kennedy was born
ty.

Indiana,

father,

March

20,

in

Howard

1853.

Howard Kennedy, was

coun-

His grandreared

in

an early day removed to
Indiana, becoming one of the pioneer settlers
of Howard county.
He entered land from
the government and cleared and developed
a farm, upon which he remained until called
to his final rest. Andrew A. Kennedy, the
father of our subject, was the tenth in order
Kentucky, but

of birth

in

at

the family of eleven children

in

He remained at home until after the
of his mother and in the spring of
1870 he began learning the plasterer's
r a
trade, which he followed in Kokomi
year.
In March 1871. he came to Kansas;
deatli

of

>

f<

Cowley countv. near Dexter,
where he engaged in farming through the
seasons of 1871 and 1872.
In the spring
of 1873 be removed to Greenwood county,
where he remained for a period of five years,
working on a cattle ranch.
In 1878 he
turned his attention to general farming, and
was thus employed in that county until 1887,
owning a farm during the last three years
of his residence there. In 1887 he removed
to Garfield county, and engaged in general
locating

in

born unto the grandfather.
He was born
in Kentucky, in April, 1813, and during his
early boyhood he accompanied his parents
to Indiana, where amid the wild scenes of
frontier life be was reared to manhood. He
merchandising at Calvesta for three years.
then extensively engaged in the fur traffic
In 1890 he took up his abode in Nashville,
up and down the Ohio river for many years,
where he established a general mercantile
and later, inheriting the old homestead, he store, successfully conducting the same until
took up bis abode thereon and devoted the
August 1, 1899. On the 21st of November
remainder of his life to agricultural pursuits.
of that vear a disastrous fire swept over the
He was married in Howard county, Indiana, town, destroying the major part of the busiabout 1850, to Harriet E. Neff, who was
ness section and Mr. Kennedy would have
born in that state, a daughter of William
lost all his business interests had he not
and Sarah Neff, both of whom died before been fortunate enough to sell a few weeks
•the birth of our subject.
At the time of previous. On the 10th of June, 1901. he
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embarked in general merchandising
present large and commodious store,

again
in his

which the

in

pi

st>

ffice

is

also

of the

During almost

1892.

located,

town

Kingman

county,

The success which he enjoys has all
gamed through his own unaided

life.

been

and

he

since

residence
addition to his merengaged in the
st< ck business, having a large tract of land
leased
r that purpose.
At the present time
he has a hei
ndred and fifty head
of graded short-horn cattle, selling a number each year as stockers.
He also engages
in

his

buying and selling cattle and conducts
a small meat market in connection with his
store, thus supplying the local demand.
On the 20th of October, 1879, Mr. Kennedy was married to Miss Harriet Warfield,
in

the wedding taking place in Greenwood
county, Kansas. The ladv was bom in Iowa

and was

a daughter of James and Lucinda
Warfield.
Her death occurred in Greenwood county, this state. November 10, 1887,
and on the 22A of November, 1SS8, Mr.
Kennedy was again married, his second
union being with Maggie Bridgewater, of
Greemvi
county. Who was born in Saline
county,
Missouri, a daughter of John
Bridgewater.
By the first marriage there
were four children:
Pearl, who died in
Nashville, in December, 1885; Howard!, who
1

engaged in merchandising in Kokomo,
Indiana; Mabel and Herbert, at home. By
the second union there are two children,
Harold and Grade.
Mr. Kennedv has often been solicited to
accept public office, but has always declined,
is

to

serve

his

fellow

townsmen

merely as a private citizen.
In politics he
is a loyal Republican, havinp- supported that
party since casting his first presidential vote.
He has been a delegate to many county conventions, was a dele-ate to the state conven-

T

in June. 1901. and to the
convention, in Pratt, in July, of
Fraternally he is connected
with Nashville Lodge. No. 383, I. O. O. F..
in which he has filled all the chairs, and has
also been a delegate to the grand lodge in
Topeka.
lie is one of the foremost citizens of Nashville, known for his liberality

tion

in

senat

the

to public

for

ipeka,

rial

same

his

vear.

measures for the general good and
in business and private

reliability

example

worthy of

well

is

in

Fi

preferring

his

emulation.

entire

cantile pursuits, he has been

<

9*3

J.

II.

I

)\\

EN.

>wen is one of the well known
citizens of Medicine L*lge and has been a
resident
Barber county since 1879. He
Was born in Laurel comity, Kentucky, in
[845 ami is a son of John and Jane
Knight) Owen, who were adso natives of
Kentucky and represented old families of
that state.
In the year 1S56 the parents removed from their native state to Mercer
county, Missouri, settling near Princeton.
and the mother passed away at the age of
seventy-two years, while the father reached
11.

J.

<

1

1

1

the advanced age of eighty-three years. He
was a farmer by occupation, devoting his
energies to that pursuit in order to provide
for his family.
His political support was
given the Democracy, he being an an
of the principles expounded by Jackson.

His wife held membership in the Baptist
church, and unto this worth) couple were
born eleven children, three sons and eight
daughters.
William was a soldier
i

Seventh Missouri Infantry, during
the (nil war and now resides in Mercer

parry

I,

o unty. Missouri.
J. H. Owen is the

onrj member of the
family residing in central Kansas. He spent
first eleven years of his life in Kentucky and then accompanied his parents on
their removal to Mercer county, Missouri,

the

where he

assisted in the cultivation and development of the home farm.
The public
iff' rded
him his educational privileges, and reading, experience and observation have added t< His knowledge in later
years and made him a well-informed man.
When he had attained man's estate he
sought as a companion ami helpmate on
life's journey Miss Nannie Thompson, their
wedding being celebrated in 1865. She was
a native of Mercer county. Missouri, and a
daughter of Charles and Margaret Brown
1

(

Thompson.
the

age

of

The

father died

seventy-two

in

)

Missouri

years,

and

at

the
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.Medicine Lodge, at the age of
She was a consistent member
of the Baptist church and both were people
of the highest respectability. In their family were five sons and five daughters, and

mother
eight)

in

four.

of this number three were valiant soldiers
Marion, who was a memof the Civil war,

—

ber of a Missouri regiment; Henry, who
belonged to the Thirteenth Missouri Infantry and is now living in Woodward,
Kansas and George, w ho was also connected with the Missouri troops and is now
;

The home

deceased.

of

Mr.

and

Mrs.

been blessed with six children:
Mrs! May Marquand, of Barber county;
Charles, a fireman on the railroad, living at
Blackwell, Oklahoma; John T., a farmer of
Barber county; William, who makes his
home in Chanute, Kansas, and is also a railroad fireman and Walter, who is a student
in the law office of Noble & Tincher, anld is
a graduate of the Ottawa Business College.
Another daughter is Mrs. Minnie Jones.
The year 1879 witnessed the arrival of
Mr. Owen and his family in Barber county.

Owen

lias

at the capture of General MarHe was twice struck by a spent
burse was shot and he had many
narrow escapes at different times, but he remained at his post of duty until honorably
discharged at St. Louis, Missouri, at the
In his
close of his three years' term.
political affiliations he ha- always been a
stalwart Republican and for four years he
served as deputy sheriff under James Dobson.
He is also' constable of the town. Socially he is identified with the Masonic
lodge, and his wife belongs to the Christian
Mr. Owen has resided in Barber
church.
county for twenty-two years, during which
time he has witnessed much of its progress
and development and has ever borne his
part in advancing its welfare and interest.

was present
rnaduke.
ball,

his

;

He secured a farm east of Medicine Lodge
and resided thereon for sixteen years, after
whi'ch he took up his abode in the city.
Here he has a fine residence, tastefully furnished and giving evidence of the refinement and culture of the owners. He still
owns his farm property and derives therefrom a good income.
Mr. Owen holds membership in the
Grand Army of the Republic

in this place

and for two terms has served as its commander. His eligibility comes by reason of

LEVI ALLEN.
The name borne by the subject of this
review is one which is well known in Kingman county and particularly in Allen township, which was named in honor of his father, and of which the two were the first setTo them is due in large measure the
tlers.
and the material
substantial upbuilding
progress of this section of the county, and
from the beginning the family name has
been a synonym of integrity and honor in
the community, has stood voucher for enterprise and industry, while the personal popularity of the various

members of

the family

the result of those qualities of mind and
heart which ever win regard >n the part of
Mr. Allen is one of the
the appreciative.
extensive farmers and stock-growers of the
is

<

his

faithful

service in

Company
He made a

the Civil

war

as a

Seventh Missouri
gallant record and is
Cavalry.
deserving if the gratitude of the country for
what he did in behalf of the Union. He en-

member

of

I,

1

listed in April,

[862, for three years' serv-

and was under the command of Captain
George T. Hamblin and Colonel John T.
He took part in the engageCrittenden.
ments against General Price and General
Marrnaduke, participated in the battle of
Prairie Grove, the two engagements at
Springfield, Missouri, and at Jefferson City,
also with his regiment followed General
Price over a great extent of territory and
ice

county, has a finely improved landed estate
of twelve hundred acres', lying in Allen
township, Kingman county, and Erie township, Sedgwick county, his postoffice address being Norwich.
Mr. Allen comes of fine old English lineage, being a native of Cambridgeshire, England, where he was born on the 15th of

March. 1846. the son of Levi and Dorcas
\nnis) Allen, both of whom were born in
dial same line old county of the "tight little
isle," the date of the father's nativity having
l

.

MR.

AND

MRS. LEVI ALLEN.
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been 1807.
the

life

Mien. Sr., was reared to
farm and received his educa-

Levi

of the

tional discipline in the

whore he continued

sdn ols of

E

ngland,

until .1866,

reside

to

when with his family he emigrated to the
United State-, settling in Vanderburg county, Indiana, where he was engaged in farmIn 1876 he became
ne -1
ing for a decade.
the pi. net.;- of Kansas*, though he had prein
resided
a
interval
brief
Denviously
for
After he came to Kansas,
he and his sons \\ illiam and Levi each took

in Kingman county, where he thus
as a young man. he has sim
he has a fine farm of four hundred and
eighty acres in Allen township ami an additional
seven hundred and twenty acres
across the line in Erie township, Sedgwick
county.
His residence is located in

claim-

came

tii

\\

in

what

is

Allen township, the three claim- being
us.

the
ship, the
-

epocl

On
first

dwelling built

same being
was typical
l

township

the}

[ere

in

two they
the town-

the line between the

every

a

in

primitive structure.

in

early

the

possible

inty

ami

way and

wit-

which have

the varii us transitions

marked the history

pioneer
farm,

fine

di

The

of the county.

away

fa-

mer a >unty ami is me of the attractive farm
homes of tin- section, while he has further

gave his alleand his re-

of the Methodist Episich

as a

his
devoted and
member, her death

seventyseven Years. Of their thirteen children seven
years of maturity, namely: John.
eed in the war of the Rebellion, begned to duty <<n the gunboat Canis-

dying as the result of injuries reof Den: Elizabeth died in Indiana;
William is a resident of Cheney. Sedgwick
county. Kansas: Emma resides in Indiana:
and Levi. Jr., is
Jane in Denver. Coli rad
I

•

;

the subject oi this review.
Jr..

in

1

1

father

removed

lie

also

to the raising of horses

and cattle
His success is a credit to
enterprise and progressive spirit and he
worthy representative of one of

attentii n

of high grade.
his
is

a

1

red old pioneer families of this
the state.
•

s<

to the west.

for their large circle of friends.

On

the 31st of December, 1891, Mr. Al-

marriage with M
and reared in
Kansas. Her father. Henry H. Fearey. was
born in England, the son of Enoch Fearey,
and was brought to this country at the age
of twelve years by his parents.
He marlen

was united

nie

Fearey,

in

wh

ried Anna Buckingham, a native of Indiana,
and they came to Kansas during th(
epoch, and he became a successful farmer
They had four
here.
daughters.
Mr. and Mrs. Allen have three children
John \\\. born February 6, [893;
Ruth A.. November 6, 1894; and Jesse,
September 24, 1898.
•

:

was reared to the age of
England, and then accompanied his parents on their removal to
America, completing his early educational
training in Indiana, where he grew to maturity
n the h< mestead farm, being about
nineteen years
f age at the time when his
years

1

used for pasture, and

In politics he espouses the cause of the

In politics he

Levi Allen,

when it is stated that he has
eight hundred acre- under a high -tate
f
cultivation, while the balance is fenced and
understood

Democratic party as coalesced with
pie's party, and he and his wife are n
Of the Christian church at Cheney.
Their
home is one in which a gracious hospitality
is ever dispensed, and is a favorite resort

lic party,

nine

improved the place by the erection of a fine
ham. 32x60 feet in dimensions, and by putup other necessary outbuildings. The
extent of his farming operations maj be
ting

age

at the

aracter and for Ids ability as

man.

1

ed for his unswerving

ther of our subject passed

--

1

until

1

up a claim of government land

985

To

tht

WILLIAM
It is the

E.

citizens that ennobles

monwealth.

HUNTER.

enterprise and character

From

and enriches

1

f

the

I

individual enterprise has
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all the splendor and improvements
The greatest business
of this great west.
men have developed from the humblest
origin; from clerkships have emerged those
who have established extensive commerhands have becial concerns, and farm

sprung

come leading agriculturists of their comAmerica is a self-made country
munities.
and those who have created it are selfcreditable
certainly
It
is
made men.
that earnest and persistent effort, guided
by sound judgment, can secure advancement, and it is this which draws to our

many representatives of foreign
who have not the same opportunities
their own country.

shi ires

s<

>

lands
in

Mr. Hunter is to-day one of the most
prominent and representative agriculturists
of Rice county, being proprietor of the AlHe was born in Indiana
falfa stock farm.
county, Pennsylvania. August 6, 185'', and

was reared
parents

in Jacksonville, that county, his

being

William

R.

and

Lydia

of whom were also
natives "of the Keystone state, where the
He was a son
father spent his entire life.
of Robert Hunter, an early settler of PennI

Lowrey) Hunter, both

He folsylvania and of English descent.
lowed the shoemaker's trade in Jacksonville.
William
R.,
were
James,
children
John,
His
Robert, Mrs. Betsev Ross, Martha, the wife
of W. Nesbit, Mrs. Margaret Mitchell,
Mrs. Jeremiah Emerick and Mary, who died
The parents were identified with
in 1900.
the Methodist church. William R. Hunter,
of our subject, was reared and
father
the
spent his entire life in Jacksonville. He folshoenuaking. that pursuit yielding
him a living. He was an active worker and
served as an elder in the Presbyterian

lowed

church, being highly respected by his fellow
His death occurred in March,
citizens.
His widow then removed with her
1858.
children to a farm, keeping the family together until her sons and daughters were
When they left home she sold the
grown.
farm and for a number of years resided in
In [880 --lie came to KanJacksonville.
sas and found a gi ad home with her son,
William F... with whom she remained until
her death, on the 6th of August, [887.
She was a daughter of Daniel Lowrey. of

Pennsylvania, who followed farming and
was highly horo red for his uprightness of
character and his sterling worth. His death
m Indiana county, of the Keystone

Loth he and

state.

his

wife were members

of the Presbyterian church and they reared
Sama family of twelve children, namely:
uel.

Robert,

Hugh. Lewi-, William,

Jessie,

Mary, Rachel, Lydia, Sarah. Nannie and
Kizzie.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hunter were
Sylvester L.. who for
years was a Methodist minister and
belonged to the Northeastern Kan-;;n-

bcin four children:

many

(

1

ference, but is now retired from preaching
and resides on a farm: Nannie, the wife
of I). M. McLester; Robert N., a resident
farmer of Rice county: and William E.
The last named was born in Jackson-:
ville, Pennsylvania, and after the death of
to the
his father went with his mother
farm, where he remained for a number of
Subsequently he accompanied her on
years.
her return to Jacksonville, and there he
learned the shoemaker's trade, which he

followed at that place until nineteen years
of age, when he came to the west, first locating in Lacon, Marshall county, Illinois.
There he was employed in a nursery f< r two
years and in January, 1877. he came to
Rice county, where he purchased a claim

and registered a homestead. He ultimately
proved it and secured his title fn un the g< wernment, the deed being signed by Grover
Cleveland, then president of the United
He yet resides upon this place,
States.
which he has transformed into a very valuIn 1880 he was married and
able farm.
began the struggle of life in earnest. He
paid a large interest upon his farm and some
years had spare crops, yet by determined
purpose, energy and perseverance he has
been enabled to press steadily forward and
his honest dealing and diligence have in the
d urse of time brought to him a comfortable o mpetence.
As his financial resources
increased he added to his property and now
owns two other farms in addition to the
home place. All of his' land is improved and
under a high state of cultivation. He settled
n an almost unbroken prairie when he
the county, there being only a few
came
families within five miles and three houses
1

t<

1

HISTORY.
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between him and Lyons,
hi-

place

mm.

a

now

tie

has upon

cl

pleasantl)
orchard.
six miles easl
Ly<
te carries on
with a comfortable living.
general fanning ami is engaged in the
E

I

rn

and
his

land China hogs.

Pi

young

1

Ee

cattle

finds

lis In

!

(

homa, ami any stock which comes from the
Alfalfa farm is sure to meet with ready
when placed upon sale. Hi
hibited hoys and cattle at the county fairs,
where he ha- carried away many premiums.
Mr. Hunter has been twice married.
In 1SS0 he wedded Miss Effa McMurtrey,
f
Missouri, and a daughter of
a native
Rev. William McMurtrey, a Baptist minresided in Missouri during the
the Rebellion and was in the service
<«f both the Federal and Confederate soldiers'
In 1S79
by bearing information to them.
he came to Rice county, where he purchased
Later he sold these
large tract- of land.
and removed to Barber county, where his
ccurred, but his remains were indeath
His children were:
terred in Rice county.
Wesley Margaret, the wife of C.
•

1

-

:

;

Cain; Effa; Bernice. the wife of C. Bissell
and Marvin. Harry and Frank, of Oklab ma. By the first marriage of Mr. Hunter
he had three children, Homer, Pearl and
Harry, all yet under the parental roof. The
wife and mother passed away August 13,
She was a devoted member of the
1886.
51 church ami her loss was mourned
by all who knew- her. On the 26th of January. [888, Mr. Hunter was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary F. Thompson, who was

born in Pennsylvania. November 2; [861,
Hawk
a daughter of William and Sarah
Thompson, the former a native of Ireland
and the latter of Pennsylvania. Her father
came to America when a lad and followed
|

tural pursuits.

He

)

died in the Key-

This worthy couple were the
parents f eight children, as follows: Reid
Mary F.. m w Mrs. Hunter: Jennie, the
wife
\V. Watts; Maggie, who married
ate.

1

)'

1

\l.

I

Eenj

;

James,

war-

v

Kduanl

;

Frank

;

:

and

Tin- pai Kniina. the w ife of L.
Eunter.
ents hold membership in the United Pres-

The second man
byterian church.
Mr. Hunter ha- been blessed with six chil1.1 888

Sarah

I..

b<

rn April

5,

[890; Reid

faze!
r
2, iS'U
[893; Clark" R., born
[896; and Ethel W., born
:

ready market owing to
which he progs arc shipped as far as >kla-

steers a

the excellent grade of stock

duces.

..

1

1-

1

1

nr

frame n
outbuildings and
diotis

9»7

I

1

5,

b »rn August
November 13,
November 28,

>.,

[898.
in

Mr. and Mrs. Hunter hold meml
the Methodist church and take an act-

He h;
part in its work.
steward and as superintendent of the Sundeeply interested in all
is
its progress and upbuildA- a citizen he i- enterprising and
ing.

ive

da) school and
that pertains to

public spirited, co-operating in everj movePolitically he
f<
v the general good-.

ment

a Republican Prohibitionist, rating independently at local election- supporting
men whom he thinks best calculated
For
the township and county offices.
rill
many years he has served on the town-hip
b anl. i- now serving for the second term
r
a- ti wn-hip trustee, has been assessor
two years and was a member of the
board.
In all of these offices he has discharged his duties with marked promptness
is

the

t

1

f<

and

fidelity.

GRANT

G.

SHIGLFY.

G

Grant
Shigley. a popular and enterprising merchant of Lake City, i- a selfto his present
prominent position in commercial circle- is

made man. whose advance

He wa- born in
through his own effort-.
Tippecanoe county, Indiana. December <>.
His father. Ge rye \Y. Shigley. was
[863.
born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and was
descent.
When four years
he was left an orphan, and when
tad of eight

man
lie

summer-

whom
When he

with

he resided for several
arrived a; man's estate,
removed to Tippecanoe county. Indiana.

years.

where
ment.

he

There he married Sarah

'!.
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in Columbus, Ohio, a daughJames Hampton, a farmer of this
After his marriage Mr. Shigley carried on farmin°- until 1862, when he enlisted
in Company G., Fiftv-second Indiana Infantry, being mustered in at [ndianapolis.
He served for three years under Generals

who was born

ter

of

state.

Grant, Sherman, Logan and Thomas, and
participated in many of the most imporatnt
engagements of the war. including the battles of Chickamaugua, Lookout Mountain
and Mission Ridge. He went with Sherman
to the sea and was
present at the fall of Atlanta. He also participated in the grand review at Washington, and after being mustered out at the

on the celebrated march

national city returned to his home in 1865.
In 1866 he removed to Allen county,
Kansas, where he purchased and operated
a farm, making it his home until 1870, when
he went to Montgomery county, where he
entered a homestead claim. Ten years later
he removed to Parsons. Kansas, where he
lived retired until his death, which occurred
December 19, 1882, when he was sixtyIn 1S75 he built a
seven years of age.
church at Independence. Kansas, and gave
it
to the United Brethren congregation.
He was long a zealous and faithful worker
His wife still surin that denomination.
vives him and is now living with her daughter, in Humiboldt, Kansas, at the age of seventy-seven years. Like her husband she has
long been a consistent member of the United
Brethren church. Our subject is the eighth
in their family of four sons and five daughters, namely:
Riley, who died in 1872. at
Independence. Kansas, at the age of twentytwo; Martha, who passed away in 1868 at
the age of nineteen, at Humboldt, Kansas;
Mary, the twin of Martha, now the wife
of Jesse Mullainx. a farmer of Yates Centre.
Woodson county, Kansas; Elizabeth A.,
who married Aquilla Cochran, a farmer of
Humboldt. Kansas; Charles W., who is engaged in the butcher business in Wichita,
Kansas; John \\'.. who was inspector for
tl\ Mi'ssi iin
Kansas & Texas Railroadi, and
whose death recently occurred at Coffeyville,
Kansas; Ellen, residing at home with her
mother; Grant G. our subject; and Emma
.

J.,

who

died at Parsons, Kansas, in 1900,

and was the wife of Joseph Ross, express
messenger of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas
Railroad Company.
Grant G. Shigley has been connected
with Kansas for thirty-six years, having
been brought to this state by his parents

when

a little lad of three

He

summers.

ac-

quired a good education in the schools of
Independence and at the age of twenty-one
secured employment in a store in Attica.
Kansas, where he remained fi r four years.
It was while he was living there on the 23d
of October. 1887. that he married Miss

Maud

refined

a

Miller,

and accomplished

young lady. Who was burn in Moimiid City,
Lynn county. Kansas, a daughter of J. W.
and

Amanda

(

Fairbanks.) Miller, the form-

er a native of Pennsylvania, and. the latter
York. Her parents now reside in

of

Xew

Woodward', Oklahoma, where Mr. Miller
serving as receiver
office,

having

in the

filled

is

United States land
for

the position

four

While residing in Lynn a mnty,
Kansas, he served as county collector. Unto
him and his wife have been born five children:
John A., an engineer residing in
Wyoming; Charles, who carries on farming
in Woodward, Oklahoma: Maud, now Mrs.
Iward,
Shigley: Harry, a farmer of
Oklahoma: and Lena, the wife of William
Hixon, who operate a .meat market in

years.

W

Woodward.
ley

Soon
came

after his

to

he engaged

Lake

G

Shigmarriage Grant
where for three years

City,

in clerking for

Reuben Lake

in a

I.

C.

Cubby and

general mercantile store.

With a limited capital he then started in
business for himself with a small stock of
groceries, but as success attended his efforts
he added other lines of goods, first dry
goods, then hats and caps, harness, saddlery and hardware. His business has steadily grown until he now carries a stock valued at six thousand dollars, while his annual
sales amount to more than twenty thousand
dollars.
This is one of the best and most
complete stores in the county and would
be a credit to any of the larger towns of
.Mr. Shigley now owns
southern Kansas.
a two-story brick block in which his busi-
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1conducted, the upper rooms being
rented for dwelling purposes, while all the
space of the
wer floor, fifty by one hun-

ness

1>

dred

feet,

utilized

is

in

his

[894 he purchased his present

horrfe,

.1

In
neal

one of the desirable res
the town.
For thirteen years
has also been postmaster, conducting the
ige

porti
lie

business.

office

in

:-

of

in

hi-

store.-

Mr. Shigle} has tilled other p
having served for one term as assessor and
two terms a- treasurer, and for six years
he has been en the school board.
In politics he is a stanch and earnest Republican
and has served as a delegate to the county,
Frangressional and state conventions.
ternally he i- connected with Medicine Valley Lodge, No. 262, F. & A. M., in which
with Lake City
he ha- held
ffices, and
Camp. No. 47113. M. \Y. A. He deserves
great credit for what he has accomplished.
His life has been one of continuous activity,
in which lias been accorded due recognition of labor; and to-day he is numbered
among the substantial citizens oi his counHis interests are thoroughly identified
ty.
with those of the northwest, and at all times
he is ready to lend his aid and co-operation
any movement calculated to benefit this
section of the country or advance its wonderful development.
1

TOHN W. FULTON.

the pioneer settlers.
tion

The work

of civiliza-

and progress had scarcely been begun

the time of his arrival and taking his

part in the universal progress he became
known as one of the founders of the county.

He now

farming near
where he owns and operates
follows

Mankato,

of land.

Mr. Fulton was born near Madison,
Wisconsin. March 10. 184'!. and is
Mary A. (Pickle) Fulton.
His father was a native of Genesee
county. New York, and at an earlv date re-

1

of William D. and

to

Michigan and afterward

consin, while in the \car

to

Wis-

S 5 4 lie took up
hi- abode in Iowa ami then' he -pent hi- remaining days, hi- death occurring in the
spring of [89]
I'o
occupatii n he was a
farmer and followed that pursuit in order to
1

.

provide for his family.
Hi- wife, a native
of Michigan, -till survives him and is living in Mitchell county, low a, at the age of
seventy-six years.
Upon the home farm Mr. Fulton, of this
review, was reared and early became familiar with all the duties and labors that fall
of the agriculturist.
The public
school system of his neighb rhood furnished
him his educational privileges.
He came
to the lot

county in [872, only a few
after the arrival of Captain Vance,
to Jewell

week-

who

is

regarded as the earliest settler of this loMr. Fulton entered a tract of land
from the government and upon it has since
made his home, developing the land into a
fine farm, which is now three hundred and
twenty acres in extent. He has a nil
substantial buildings upon his place and all
modern improvements, indicating his carecality.

1

supervision and his progressive spirit.
Mr. Fulton was united in marriage to
Asenath Frazier. a native of New York,
and a daughter of William Palmer and
Harriet (Huntress) Frazier.
Her father
was born in Rhode Island and died in Salem. Kansas. October 25, 1001. while his
widow, a native of the Green M
ful

state, is still living,

Thirty years ago John W. Fulton came
to Kansas, and is therefore numbered among

at

moved

989

making her home with

Mr. and Mrs. Fulton. The marriagi
subject and his wife has been blessed with
six children, who are vet living:
George
N., William P.. Edison L..

Vada

P..

Alvin

Thev also li si ne
C. and Benjamin H.
son. Freddie W.
In his political view- Mr.
-

is a stalwart Republican, unfaltering
support of the party. He has
of the school board and
tice of the peace, and in both office- has
He can relate
been found true to duty.
many interesting incidents of pioneer life in
this locality and deserves mentii n among the

Fulton

in his

as a

member

honored early

settlers

who

laid tin

tion for the present prosperity and
|

of this section of the state.
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WILLIAM BURRIS.

Wichita on the

M. D.

he was

A

large patronage indicates Dr. Burris'
standing in professional circles, for as a physician of Burrton he is well and favorably
known. He was horn in Jefferson county,

His
Brooke

Ohio, un the 2d of December. 1839.
father.

John Burns,

a

native

of

West Virginia, was fifteen years of
age when he accompanied his father, Zadock
county,

Burris, on his removal to the

Buckeye

state,

arriving there in 1829.
There both the father and grandfather followed agricultural
pursuits,

and were

influential

thrifty, progressive

residents of their locality.

the

among

1st

of April,

1S71, where

the early pioneers,

same day of

and during

his location in that locality

there were fourteen hundred acres taken up
in the neighborhood.
He secured as his
claim a tract of one hundred and sixty acres
near Wichita, and in Sedgwick county he
was engaged in the practice of medicine for
In March, 1888, the Doctor
fink up his residence in Burrton. where he
ha- ever since made his home and has been
three years.

actively

and successfully

engaged

practice of his profession.

He

is

the

in

the only

He

and

homeopathic physician

The

has ever been a close student, which fact,
together with his wide range of experience
in practice, has gained for him a position
among the able and skillful physicians.
In Wapello county. Iowa, on the 24th of
March. 1870. Dr. Burris was united in marriage to Sarah Ellen Becker, a native of Van
Buren county, Iowa, and a daughter of
Peters
Becker.
William and Rebecca
Three children have blessed their union. The

grandmother bore the maiden name of Connely, and by her marriage to Zadock Burris
became the mother of eleven children, nine
of whom, seven sous and two daughters,
grew to years of maturity, and two sons are
now living. Mitchell, who makes his home
in Missouri, and Zadock, who still resides
on the farm which his father first located
on his removal to Ohio. The father of our
subject married Mary Wood, who was born

in

the

)

1

eldest.

John Murray,

is

place.

now employed
Fe

as a

To-

in

railroad clerk in the Santa

the medical profession as a life occupation,
he accordinglv entered the Pulta Medical
College, of Cincinnati, Ohio, in which institution he was graduated in the class of
1886. Previous to his entering the medical
college, however. Mr. Burris came to the
Sunflower state, locating in the vicinity of

He is a graduate of the
Burrton high school and was also a student
in the State Normal, after which he followed
the teacher's profession in Burrton for a
time.
Preferring a business to a professional life, however, he graduated in the
Gem City Stenography School, and is now
a valuable employe of the Santa Fe Kailroad Company.
He is also a natural
musician, and can play on many ol the
band instruments.
The second son, William Galen, is employed as a drug clerk
in Burrton, and the daughter. Mary Mabel.
is a graduate of the high school of this city
and i^ still at home with her parent-.
th
In politiare also accomplished musicians.
cal matters Dr. Burris is a stanch advi cate
of Republican principles, but has never been
an aspirant for political honors, preferring
to devote his entire time and attention to his
extensive medical practice. In his social relations he is a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has
served as a noble grand. Both he and his
wife are active and prominent members of

Jackson county. Ohio, but she departed
this life when young, leaving five children,
namely:
William, the subject of this review Esther Bates, a resident of Iowa Zadock. an extensive agriculturist of Keokuk
county, Iowa, and the father of two sons
and a daughter Ruth Anna, wife of W.
W. Douglas, of Xew York city, and they
have three children and Mary, who died
After the
at the age of twenty-six years.
mother's death the father was again married
and his death occurred in Keokuk county,
Iowa, on the 9th of February. 1899. the
seventy-fifth anniversary of his birth.
William Burris. the subject of this review, received a good common school education in the schools of hi; locality, and was
employed mi the Inane farm until twentyDetermining to follow
five years of age.
;

:

;

;

office at

peka. Kansas.

I'.

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

known
in

jregational church.
They are well
people, having a wide acquaintance

was reared to the life
mained at home with

the county, and the sterling qu

them the
witli

d will of

whom

the}7 have been

nim

ters until hi-

Character which they display in their relation with their fellow men have gained for

farmei

a

1'
1

his brothers

1

Ann

Broyles,

who was horn

in

r.840,

she

many

being bul

Burr-

Virginia, and the latter of Chillicothe, Ihio.
Their marriage was celebrated in
county, h
rid Mrs.

the time

bi
I
I

fi

inner

'low

Broyles, the

)

a

West

.

<

PETER CAREY.

>

I

ired
ton.

where he held

farmer

f

i

Carey was the

impn tanl
Hamilton county,

the

vas born in
Indii<
2 -t of April. [839.
His
n Carey, was a native of Ire-

in Maryland, in 1791. and he became one
of the early pioneers of Indiana, where his

death occurred on the 14th of March. 1S52.
Our subject now has one brother and two
sisters living-, namely
Charity, the widow
of William Townsend, and a resident of
Sarah Dale, of Inunty, Kansas
nd Allan \V., a prominent farmer
:k raiser of Custer county,
E
Dakota. He removed to that place in 1S77.
and in 1901 our subject visited him there.
that being their first meeting" in forty-three
and a half years.
Both w
the Civil war. hut were in separate regi:

;

was
regimen:

a

mem'
I

ty,

-cached the g

s

1

and the father was afterward again' married.
le wa- called to hi- final rest in Tune,
1

[897, when nearly eighty-six years
parents were prominent farming

The
in

Indiana,

and

that

in

they

state

reared

their family.

Mr. and Mr-. Carey began their dometic life in the house in which our suhject
was horn, on the old home farm of eighty
acres, where they remained for two years.
They then sold that place and purchased land
in Tipton county, Indiana, and while there
residing Mr. Carey joined the Union army.
becoming a member of the Forty-seventh
Indiana Infantry. Company K. in which he
served for three years or until the close of
hostilities, during- which time he arose to
the position of second lieutenant.
He was
wounded at the battle of Champion Hi!].
the hall carrying- away the little finger of
his

right

hand

and

inflicting

two

flesh

wounds

across his right thigh, and during
engagement, within the short space of
half an hour, more than one-half of the comthat

killed or wounded.
His wound
him in the hospital for two v
Returning to hi- Indiana home, Mr.
Carey there remained until his removal to
the Sunflower state, arriving in Ren
ty on the 3d of March. 1876, where he first
purchased three hundred and twenty acre- f
Santa Fe land, paying eight dollars and a

pany were
confined

\va.

He

seventy

f

nghters.

Carey, the subject of this review-.
I

five children,

-

and during the Revolutionary war he

car Chillicothe, where they became
leading and influential
farmers.
James
Carey, the father of our subject, was born

ir

.mil three daughter-, and all are
living with the e
The
me.
mi ther of tin- famil) passed away in El«
I.
Indiana, at the age f tiftv-live years.

-

army, but afterward deserted from its ranks
ed the American army.
The maour subject, Francis
Wycoff, of Germany, was als
soldier
a
Huring the struggle for independence, and
afterward became a resident of .Maryland.
Both gentleman became pioneers of Ohio,

of th<

now

i

land,

eldesl

ut limited school privileges

during

h. his parent- having both died before he was sixteen years of age and before
the free school? had been established.
He

1

quarter
1

per

acre.

He

later

ne hundred and sixty acres

horn
in

the

Sand
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Hills, and subsequently became the owner
of another one-hundred-and-sixty-acre-tract
in the same locality.
In addition thereto

his wife also has a quarter section in

homa.

Okla-

For the past four years they have

resided at their present

home

in

Burrton.

where Air. Carey is practically living retired
from the active duties of a business life, his
labor in former years securing him a competence for his declining years.
In his poviews he was formerly a Republican,
now affiliates with the Populist party.
The cause of education has ever found in
him a warm friend, and for twenty years
he has served as a member of the school
board.
He is now filling his third term as
litical

but

township treasurer, and

mayor

is

also the efficient

of the city of Burrton.
His social
him with the Ancient Or-

relations connect

Workmen and with the Alasonic fraternity, being a Master Mason.
The union of our subject and wife has

der of United

been blessed with twelve children, namely
Frances Hannah, who died at the age of
nine years Sarah Jane, the wife of Charles
Rush, of Eldorado, Kansas, and they have
two daughters: Oliver Perry Morton, a
farmer of Oklahoma, and the father of four
living children, two sons and two daughters: Martha Lincoln, wife of M. E. Saben,
of Reno county, and they have four sons
James Gimason Grant, at home; Willie Wilson, who died at the age of two vears Ora
Belle Colfax, wife of E. P. McClarren. of
Reno county, and they have a son and
daughter: Cora Mann, wife of W. H. Jewell, of Rice countv, Kansas, and they have
three sons Charity, wife of Charles Jerome,
of Burrton: Ephemia Hazel, wife of D.
B. Hale, also of this city, and they have
one son and two daughters
Luella, who
married G. A. East, of Saxman, Rice county. Kansas
and Pearley Susan, who is attending school. The Carey family are highly esteemed by all. and enjoy the hospital:

;

;

:

1

:

;

ity of the best homes in this section of the
countw the circle of their friends being almost co-extensive with the circle of their
acquaintances.
They are all members of

WILLIAM

C.

CARSWELL.

William C. Carswell. the manager of
Western Union Telegraph Company
Hutchinson,

is

a

man

the
at

peculiarly fitted for

the responsble position he so ably fills. Accustomed as we now are to the daily use of
electricity as applied in telegraphy,

we

fail

the wonderful strides which
have been made in the use of that unknown
to appreciate

power in recent years. Telegraphy has done
more to annihilate time and space than has
been acomplished in any other way. and in
this line

A

he

is

an expert.

was the
ica,

9.

1S61.

of the family to

first

and he located

in

subject's father, also

born
left

was born at
His grandfather

native of Kentucky, he

Newport. March

come

to

Amer-

Kentucky, where our

named William, was

in Lexington, July 19. 181 2.
He was
an orphan when ten years of age, and
age was thrown upon his own

at that early

resources.

there

Wandering

bound himself

to

Pittsburg,

he

to a machinist, learning

He remained there until 1831.
during which time he went south each year
ami a n^tructed sugar mills. In 1840 he engaged as an engineer on the river, following
the Ohio. Mississippi. Tennessee. Cumberland. Missouri. Yazoo and in fact all the
streams tributary to the Mississippi.
Upon the outbreak of the Civil war he
went to St. Louis, and. being personallv acquainted with Captain Eads. he entered his
employ in constructing gunboats and was assigned to the St. Louis, which prior ti its
having been turned over to the navy departthe trade.

ment was known

was

made

first

as the DeKalb.
He
chief engineer, with the rank of

The first engagement in which
he participated was at Fort Henry. 0,1 the
Tennessee river, afterward at Fort Donelson, on the Cumberland, where tin vessel
was disabled, and in that engagement Commodore Foote, who was using the St. Louis
as his flag ship, was wounded.
After the
lieutenant.

the Christian church with the exception of

capture of the fort the fleet moved down the
river and they had an engagement at Hickman, followed by that at Island No. 10.

one son.

where the

Essex and

Carondelet

ran the
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Proceeding on down the
Louis was again disabled al
Memphis. After thai engagement they pro
ceeded up the Red river and captured .ureal

gauntlet
river,

at

the

night.

St.

quantities of cotton, but during this trip Mr.

Carswell's health gave oul and he was ob
But after
liged to retire from the service.

regaining his health, however, he again fol
lowed the river from Cincinnati to New >rIn [873 he retired from this calling
leans.
and located in Riplej county, Indiana, where
(

the

farm, passing
In

1875.

remainder of his days on a
away on the iSth of May,
was first a Whig and

politics he

Republican, with stn >ng
His last presidential
abolition sentiments.
vote was cast for Grant in 1S72.
On the 22d of June. 1832, in Cincinnati,
Ohio, Mr. Carswell was united in marriage
to Matilda Mallinee, and they became the
The elder, limeparent- of two children.
ntly

a

was born on the 13th of March. 1833,
and in June. 1852, became the wife of David
L. Clephane, of Cincinnati, and they had
four children, three daughters and a son.
Mr. Clephane went south in 1S71 and died
line,

of yellow fever in New Orleans. Mrs. Carswell, the mother of our subject, was burn in
Clermont county. Ohio, December 22, [816,

daughter of Jeremiah W. and Nancy
(Thompson) Mallinee. Her brother, also
named Jeremiah, was one of the founders of
a

the

(

Rolling Mills,

>hio Falls

at

New

Albany.

Her parents removed from New
Ohio before it- admission to the
Jersey
Union, where they passed through all the
experiences and hardships known to the
Indiana.

ti

early pioneers.

Both the Thompson and

Mallinee families came to America prior to
the Revolutionary war and were participants
in that great struggle for independence. Our
Th
subject'great-grandfather
death occurred in New Jersey, and his
fterward went to Ohio with her

where she passed away

in 1846. at
Left a widow
in [875, with
a widowed daughter, and
mother, and our subject as the only means
of support, Mrs. Carswell resided on the
old homestead in Indiana until 1878, and

family,

the age of eighty-six years.

May,

there Mr-. Clephane died in

[876.

In

[878 Mr-. Carswell disposed of th< b mi
amden, Mis
there and renn ed
She
the Wabash and Santa Fe Railroads.
lived until nearly eighty years oi age, dying
with
at Hutchnson, while making her home
>\

fo

>

(

So |.
in January.
William C. Carswell, whose name introduces tin- review, although but a youth,
earned on the work of the farm while they
resided in Indiana, and after his removal to
Missouri he made his home with a nephew,

our subject,

1

George A. Clark, now night operatoi

(

Hutchinson, but who
and operatoi
There Mr. Carswell qualifor the Wabash.
for
his life work.
In Novemfied himself

Santa Fe

Company

at

wa-

at

ber,

n the
1878, he was given a position
Louis. Kansas City &
Northwestern

St.

road,

that time station agent

1

now

a part of the

Keytesville station.
tion with the

Wabash

He

S3

resigned

Wabash and came

;

in

[88]

to

Topeka. where he was given employment
by the Santa Fe Company. After filling
different positions he was located at New;ih
ton, where he remained until the
When the Western Union
May. 1887.
Telegraph Company opened an office at
Newton he was installed as manager, remaining there until February, 1891, when
he wa- transferred to Atchison, a- manager
He was permanently
of their office there.
1

assigned to the

Hutchinson
ager of the

management

May

of the

He

1,1891.

American

f

1

is ai

District

TelegrapTi

Company.
Mr. Car-well ha.- been twice married,
first union being with Ida A. Johnson,
if
ille.
Kentucky.
n the 30th
June. 1SS4. and they bail three children, two
sons and one daughter, the latter dying in
ok up
infancy.
Firman L.. the elder son,
the same business as hi- father, and is now
do; while William C. Jr., is at
home. After the death of his first wife he
was left with the care of two small boys,
his

-•.

1

-

ti

and. realizing the truth of the Bible saying
that "it is n^t good fur man to be alone," he
accordingly, on the nth of September.
iS<y>.

was again married, choosing

as his
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M. Young,

Protective Order of Elks, and of the Ancient
Order of United Workmen. He is
member of the Old Time Telegraphers' As-

f
[saac and Mary
the former a contractor of In-

wife Loretta, a laughter

i

Mrs. Carswell was born in
October 10. 1S71. while her
father was born in Belmont county, Ohio.
September 2. 1818. During" the Civil war
he was a member of the One Hundred and

mau. Kansas.
Cuba.

thoroughly

is

self-made

a

man. and while he endured many privations
in his youth he has succeeded by perseverance and determination in greatly bettering

Volunteer Infantry and was
His
le of Stone river.
father. William Young, was born in Pittsburg. Pennsylvania, a son of the celebrated

Second

He

sociation.

Illinois,

Illinois

way

himself, fighting his

to the position

he

For fifteen years he has served
continuously under one superintendent.

now

holds.

Dr. Young, of that place, whose brother-inlaw. Rufus King, was one of the signers of
the constitution. His mother bore the maid-

OZRO

name of Mercy McCulloch and was a
daughter of Major General John B. Mc-

[.

CORLISS.

en

famous scut that made the
fifty-foot leap at Wheeling, West Virginia.
The mother of Mrs. Carswell was in her
maidenhood Mary M. Henderson and was a
born October 1, 1837. Her
native
>hi<
father, Nathan Henderson, was a native of
Culloch.

1

the

1

I

.

Virginia, while her mother, nee Catherine
Larkins, was born in the state of Maryland.

The marriage of Isaac D. Young and Mary
M. Hender:-"!! was celebrated in Lewistown,
the 4th of November. 1855.
Illinois, on
They subsequently moved west and in 1871
came to Kansas, where he located a claim on
Later, however, he removed
Little River.
to Inman, and upon the opening of the
"strip"' secured a soldier's claim in Grant
county, where his widow now resides with

her son. The union of our subject and his
second wife has been blessed with two children.

—

a son and a daughter:

who was born May
Emahne,

J.

lb rton,

and Mary Y\
March, 1900.
Carswell has always

29, 1898;
born on the 10th of

Politically

Mr.

.

with the Republican party, his first
presidential vote having been cast for Blaine
in [884.
He has always taken an active in-

affiliated

One

known

of the best

residents of

Sun

Barber county, and a prominent
farmer and stockman, was born in Swanton, Franklin county, Vermont, April 12,
1857. am is a son of John R. C >rliss, who
was born in the same state. Si
It
is
20, 1827.
believed that the fampure English ancestry and comes
from good old Puritan stock, the line being
traced hack in America to the Plymouth
colony.
For many generations representatives of the name have resided in Massachusetts and different ones have served in the
Colonial, Indian and Revolutionary wars.
John Corliss, the grandfather of our subject, seems to have been the first to leave
City,

'

Bay state. He located in Franklin
county, Vermont, where he engaged
ing the soil and there was married to Jane

the old

Todd.
forty

His death occurred
years,

when

son,

his

youth of only ten summers.

maining true

John,

was

His wife,

a
re-

memory, survived him
In the course f time the

to his

f-r thirty years.

1

Corliss family has
many sections of
different

the age of

at

become
the

scattered

United

member- have

States

and

won prominence

a

various walks of life.
The
facturer of the Corliss engine is undoubtedAd fn m the same ancestr;

nature.

subject.

terest in political affairs, but

he has made

it

rule never to allow politics to interfere
with his business, it being of such a public
Socially he is a member of the blue
lodge and chapter in Masonry at Newt-:,
and holds membership in the council and

commandery at Hutchinson. He is also a
member of Lodge No. 453. Benevolent and

in

Others

who have won prominence

B. Corliss,
tri

it.

congressman from De-

Michigan, and Captain A. W. Coris
serving with the army in the

Philippines.
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John

R.

(

orliss,

ur sub-

the

ing

after his father'

tarmer

in

Massachusetts and there
d,

but later returned

Vermont, where he was married
Eaton, a nanMountain state, and a daughter of William
both

aton,

of

Vermont, and were
never

Puritan

They

ancestry.

After his mar-

their native state.

left

Mi

ted land for
several
ake a purchase.
years of age when the
father bought a farm upon which his family
lie then traded the
lived for four \ear-.

riage

i

>ur subject

was

Vermont

father had

wife's

first

upon which

located

in

Ver-

where the maternal grandfather
It
ibject had lived for forty years.
was near St. Albans by the side of Lake
was
there
living
and
Mr.
Eaton
Champlain,
time of the battle of Plattsburg, near
Since making
the close of the war of 1812.
the purchase of the old homestead. John
as resided upon that farm, comprishundred and sixty acres and has
at the

[

i

His reputain the dairy business.
tion as a farmer and dairyman extends
throughout the state, for it is known that
he carries on his work along modern line?.
separators and all other equipments
dern dairy and his farm is supplied
the accessories and conveniences
His residence is
a beautiful modern structure, heated by a
furnace.
The place is an ideal country
with

all

which promote the work.

home.

Mr. Corliss has filled several local
and in politics is a Republican, while
His wife.
us faith he is a Baptist.
family and to
who was
I to her
the Baptist church, passed away about rive
iss has since married
offices

1

has three brothers who
Martin, a farmer residing
Daniel T.. a
near St. Albans. Vermont
farmer of Swanton, Vermont; and Levi O..
mble.

He

are yet living:

:

One brother,
farmer of Massachusetts.
for whom our subject was named.
Mr.
died in Ellenbure Xew York.
a

-

whose name introduces
I

hers be\lbans,

..

and

'

After acquii
lion in the

-

rd,

is

the

1

comiw m

sell

Barre, Vermont, where he remained between the ages of sixteen and ninete<

at

1

le ai'terw ar<l

farm and

in

spent tw< years up
1N7S. when twi
1

m

tl

he enlisted in the Lnited States
iio Charleston Navy Yard in Mas-

age,

mi'

the

receiving ship,

Wabash.

December, of thai
as transto the United
States mar
Richmond, Captain A. E. K. Benham, commanding; while Lewi- Clark was lieutenant
In

ferred

ler.

'.

I

;

1\

five

ad,
his

Lester

ni' 'in.

to

Ascended from

995

luring the latter pai

1

I

from Bi iston to New
York, where -he took on coal and supplies,
he ship -ailed

muarv tl, 1879, started
r Gibralreaching that port on the 5th of FebruThe Richmond had been tendered
ary.
General Grant t" carry him upon his trip
around the world and he was expi
come aboard at Gibraltar, but as he was not
there the vessel sailed for Villa, France, and
left that port on the 226. of February, bound
for Xaples.
Xear the Island of C
was -truck by what has since been known
as the great storm of [879 and was very
seriously damaged but managed to reacli
the port mi" Naples, where the entin
carpenters on the -hip. together with all the
help thai
ecured in the city, was
nine days in making the necessary repair-.
then
sailed I r
Richmond
The
Egypt, thence tl
'
exandria and <n to Point
Later it made the
Isle of Ceylon.
e and went tl
1

Ei

tar,

1

I

1

1

Malacca
Shanghai and

to

the

Taku

foresl

of the Pi Ho river, where General
Grant came on board and was taki
Chinese wall where it was built

mouth

di

iwn

ti

1

From

the sea.

Chee Foo and on

there they sailed to

Nagasaki, Japan, on
through the inland sea ti Kobe, Japan, and
ti

Yokohama,

to

where the

Richmond was
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made

a flagship of the Asiatic squadron, and
Admiral Patterson came on board. During
the two succeeding rears Mr. Corliss was in
the Asiatic station on board the Richmond,
spending Christmas day of 1S79 in Manilla
and two winters at Hong Kong. During this
time Theodore G. Dewey, a nephew of the
present admiral, was '"middy" on the Richmond, and Admiral Sampson was captain

of the Swartara, one of the vessels of the
squadron, the others besides the Richmond
being the Monocacy, Ashuelot and Palos.

On the 15th of July, 1881, the Richmond
western waters bound for Panama and
was seventy-three days in making the trip,

left

being out of sight of land for seventy-one
days. At Panama she took on a relief crew
and sailed back to the Orient. With others
ship after a three-years'
Isthmus of Panama by
rail and on reaching the Atlantic coast was
taken on board the Powhattan. which sailed

Mr. Corliss

left the

service, crossed the

for Newport,

whence he proceeded

to

Bos-

During
ton, there receiving his discharge.
the entire cruise the vessel had sailed fortythree thousand miles and Mr. Corliss was
one of only forty out of a crew of three hundred and fifty men who received an honorable discharge and a continuous service cerWhen he first enlisted he was a
tificate.
smooth-faced, beardless boy and was innocent and unsophisticated in appearance, so
that the crew of the vessel concluded that
thev would Jiave much snort with this rus-

whom

they nick-named Vermont,
as he was the only sailor on board from
that state, but he took their chaffing goodnaturedlv. and thev soon found that the
self-contained Yankee lad was a
quiet,
match for any of them in a test of wits. He

tic

youth,

saved his wages, which he loaned and reloaned at good interest on board the ship
and when his term expired had over a thousand dollars to his credit.

Returning to his home. Mr. Corliss was
married the following spring on the 12th of
April. 1SS2. at St. Albans. Vermont. t<>
Delia M. Dutton, a native of that state and
Keeler)
a daughter of Lucius and Mary
Her father, formerly a harness
Dutton.
maker. i< now living retired in St. Albans.
(

The young couple remained in Vermont
until 1884, when Mr. Corliss located at Sylvan Grove, Lincoln county, Kansas, where
he purchased a farm of three hundred and
twenty acres and for two vears was engaged
On selling
in farming and stock raising.
that property, he came to Barber county and
settled in Sun City, where he opened a drug
store, which he conducted alone for a short
time and then admitted J. D. Cass to a partnership.
Two vears later he sold his interest to J. J. Miles, and through three successive years engaged in teaching school at
Turkey Creek. Deer Head and Sun City,
being thus employed throughout the winter, while in the summer months he followed
farming. He then purchased what is now
known as Likes' place, a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, which he operated for
several years.
He finally sold out and going to Oklahoma purchased a lot at Enid,
contemplating making his home there, but
returned to Barber county the following
spring. He has since been engaged in farming and stock dealing and four years ago
purchased a finely improved farm of four
hundred and forty acres adjoining Sun City,
on which is a splendid brick residence that
is

justly called the finest

He

home

of the place.

two hundred acres of
amount of alfalfa and
other feed for his stock, and keeps on hand
an average herd of at least one hundred head
cultivates about

his land, raises a large

of cattle.
In addition he is constantly buying and selling stuck, especially cattle and
hogs and to some etxent he raises hogs, having some splendid thoroughbreds.
He has

an excellent stock farm with good facilities
fur feeding and with substantial barns and
other outbuildings for the shelter of his
stock.

Mr. and Mrs. Corliss have two suns.
Clark L. and Bruce R.. who are being eduSince coming to Barber
cated in the east.
county. Mr. Corliss has served as township
treasurer.
clerk and
In politics he is a
stanch Republican and has frequently served
as a delegate to conventions. Fraternally he
connected with the Modern Woodmen of
An enterprising, far-sighted
America.
business man. he has prospered through his
is
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capable management and unflagging indus
try.
His chief source of recreation is hunting and he has the reputation of being the
best shi

in

t

this portion of the state.

(

oui

teous and genial and worthy of high regard,
lie

a p

is

nt

i

t

the

community.
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Fred, a baker and confectioner of Wichita,

Kansas.

Mr. Bissantz, of this review, acquired an
excellent education in the public sch
in 1877 came to, America,
Louis, where for four years
shipping clerk in the employ
On
i
C. C. Conrad & Company, brewers.
the expiration of that period he went to
Wichita and entered the employ of his
brother, Jacob, as bookkeeper in his hardware store, serving in that capacity until
1885, when he came to Sun City, then a
flourishing town of several hundred populaFlere he established a hardware store
tion.
in partner-hip with Jacob Mertes, the con-

Durkheim and

heating

in
1

St.

as

.

LOUIS BISSANTZ.
of
the leading merchant
Barber county, was born in Ba-

Bissantz,

L.

Sun

City,

varia,

in

Durkheim, Germany,

the city of

bout
many

[860, a son of Adolph B. Bissantz, for
years a prominent merchant of that
place.
The grandfather, Frederick Bissantz,

same province and was a
lie served under Xatmpaign in Russia and unthe end of the French general's military
liich was terminated at the battle
Waterloo. When the war was ended lie
n his native town of Durkheim and

five

ive of the

Hacksmith
til

of

b)

br

1

h B.
city

ay.

ir.

Bissantz was married in that

Elizabeth, a daughter of

to

fierold, also a soldier
-

l

under Napoleon. Mr.
die leading merchant
enterprising residents

of

Durkheim. and

niemher of the

for

city

America and

many

council.

year-;

In

was

a

1888 he

flowing year died
in his native town.
He had become very
prosperous, was the owner of large lands
and vineyards, was an extensive dealer in
wine and had a large export trade in that
commodity.
Both he and his wife were
Efe-li ng members of the Lutheran church.

lisited

in

the

f.

Mrs. Bisas an officer.
living at the age of sixty-five
their family were six children:

which he served

santz

still

is

[n

ho came

to

America

in

1S68 and

for the past twenty-eight years has been a
hardware merchant now located in Wichita.

Kansas Elizabeth, the wife of Franz Hillenbrand, a wine dealer of Durkheim. Bavaria;
Katrina. the wife of Carl Hummel, wdio
thirty years foreman of the railBavaria:
Kaiserlantern,
road
shops
at
George, a well-to-do retired baker of Durkheim. Bavaria: Louis, of this review": and
:

interest

sold his

trade.

'I

In-.

iugh the

engaged

fi

'iir

-in

years,
to

o

when Mr.

his

I

'he

was

in the cattle industrj

and becoming the owner
ranch of one thousand acre- and a
herd of two hundred cattle,
that time he became a factor in mercantile
a
interests in Sun City, beginning with
small stocl
s, valued at about two
After the first year he
hundred dollars.
added a line of dry g
harness and
dealing in bool
es,
es found
hardware, and all othi
in a first class general store, his stock being valued at thirty-rive hundred dollars.
His business has steadily in
He not only own- the -tore
the beginning.
building, forty by fifty feet, in which h-

of a

1

another
is conducted
store building across the street, which, he
has rented. In 1887 he erected a
era six-room resider.ee.
On the 1st of January. [887, Mr. Bis
santz married Miss Julia Balding, who was
born in Malta, Ohio, a daughter of William
Balding, who was a farmer and spe
Durng the war of the Rein oil in Ohio..
bellion he served as a colonel of the Home
in
Guards at the time of Morgan's raid,
[885 he came to Kansas. wh<
in tlie cattle business and is now
Unto Mr. and Mrs.
tired in Sun City.
have been horn four
enterprise

-

1:

,

Roy. Grade and Bessie.
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Mr. Bissantz has filled many local offices,
been township treasurer and clerk and
He
has also served on the school board.
strongly endorses Democratic principles and
has served as a delegate to the conventions
of his party. He bel'i nigs to Sun City Li dige,
No. 262, I. O. O. F., in which he has filled

lias

member

spring of

when

1832

until the

they

He made

started for Illinois.

again

a squatter's

claim in Will county, for the land had not
then been surveyed by the government and
placed on the market.
When the Black

Hawk war commenced

the family returned

A. M., of Lake
Lit\.
His wife is a member of the Christian church and both are highly esteemed
Mr. Bissantz has never had occapeople.
sion to regret his determination to seek his

to Attica, Indiana, and occupied the cabin
which the father had there built. After the
troubte had subsided, however, they returned
to the claim in the fall of 1832, and the father took a very important and active part
in the early development and progress of

home

The hope that led him
in America.
and seek a home
America has been more than realized. He
found the opportunities he sought which,
by the way. are always open to the ambitious, energetic man
and making the best
of these he has steadily worked his way up-

the country.

ward.
He possesses the resolution, perseverance and reliability so characteristic of
pei iple if his nation, and his name is n< >w enrolled among the best citizens of Barber

age of eighty-five years. By
children were born, while by

all

of the offices and

where the family remained

Attica,

early

is

a

cine Valley Lodge, A. F.

of Medi-

&

to leave his native land
in

—

—

1

county.

W.

A.

WATKINS.

Captain \Y. A. Watkins is now living
life, after many years' connection
with farming and stock raising, and his rest
from labor is well deserved for his career
has ever been marked by diligence, perseverance and honestv.
He resides on section
15. township 26, range 8, where he has a
valuable tract of land of one hundred and
sixty acres.
The Captain is a native of Indiana, his birth having occurred in Fountain county, that state, April 12, 1832, his
parents being Robert and Ann (Dunbar)
Watkins.
His father was a native of Virginia and
in early manhood went to Ohio, where he
was married in 183 1 to Miss Ann Dunbar,
a native of Kentucky. Soon afterward they
started by team for the wilds of Illinois, intending to locate in Will county, but winter overtook them before they had crossed
the Indiana border into the Prairie state,
and Mr. Watkins erected a little cabin at

a retired

He was

interested in the con-

struction of the Illinois

and he

filled

various

& Michigan

official

canal,

positions in ad-

dition to the work which he did in reclaiming the wild land for purposes of civilization.
died in Grundy county, Illinois, in
1X47, but his widow reached the advanced'

He

union nine'
former marriage the father had five children.
Only
two of the number now survive, the Captain
and Dr. Frank Watkins, of Peru, Indiana.
John A. and Joseph K. both died in the
army. The former was a member of Company K, Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry,
and the latter belonged to the One HunHe
dred and Sixteenth Indiana Infantry.
was killed in a skirmish at Nashville, Tenthis
a

nessee.

Captain Watkins, whose
duces this review, was reared

Grundy

counties.

years of age.

when

Illinois,

He was

name

intro-

in

Will and

until

eighteen

a youth of fifteen
which the moth-

his father died, after

er returned with her family to Indiana.

Our

subject remained in the Hoosier state and.
there engaged in farming until the spring
of i860, when he removed to Iroquois county, Illinois, where for two vears he was engaged in agricultural pursuits, but on the
22d of July, 1862, he put aside all personal

consideration in order to aid in the defense
of the Union.
On that day Captain Watkins joined the

boys

in

Illinois

blue of Company K, Seventy->ixth
Infantry as a private. The regiment

was attached to the Seventh Corps, Second
Brigade. Fourth Division of the Army of

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
.

i

and was

i

McPherson,

al

later transferred to the Thirteenth

Army Corps. At the organi ation
compam Mr. VVatkins was mad.
was afterward prom*

ted

months was

en

ti

the

of

from Ma)

I

,ater

1

his

compam
1

in reality

twenty-five

e

ti

1

>k

pari in the

Jackson,

keley,

;

I

and buried a

Miss Mar}
have been hern

to

sed

Chaffin;

E.

n ho

engagements

at

Bentonville, Jack-

>s
Roads and in a number of skirmishes, and although he was often in the
thickest
of the fight he always escaped
ind capture.
[e was mustered out
fexas, Jul) j j. [865, and on
^.ugusl was honorably discharged
at Camp Douglas, Chicago.
After the war Captain Watkins returned
to [roquois county and resumed farming
Upon rented land, being thus engaged until
1

.

September, [870, when he emigrated to
what was then Howard county, but is now
Elk county, Kansas. Again he rented land.
which he operated for three and a half
In the fall of 1873 he arrived in
unty and homesteaded land on the
southwest quarter of section 14. township
26. range 8, where the store and postoffke

year-.

R

imestead a timother lands

-till

aptain was married in Lai
hi

1

miles

kVatkins was under fire for eightyfour days, including fortv days at Vicks-

In

ides.
[Tie

Indiana,

ne year.

<

the

divided his land among his children, retaining only the quarter section upon which he

ds his regiment travniles

every

for

1

farm comorised four hundri
upon which he remained until [894, when he

i

August, [865, bul

until

t<

claim and purchased

until his

he i\
missioned captain and served with that rank
itenant.

He added

raised

ber

trict

in

torney

R.,
is

a

Layman,

merchant

now

and

four children
wife of VV. \Y.

:

and

farmer

representing his dis

the state legislature; Albert, an atat

Aha

law of Topeka, Kansas; and

May.

the wife of A. J. Johns, who resides
with her father and cultivates the home
farm.
Both the Captain and Mrs. Watkins
are faithful and zealous members of the
Methodisl Episcopal church, which he aided
in organizing and since thai time he has
served as a member of it- official board. He
i- probably the oldest Mason in Reno county. ha\ ing been made a member of the craft
m Levens Lodge, No. 54. F. & A. M., in
lie is now a member of Arlington
[856.
Lodge, No. 299, of Arlington, Kansas, and
for twenty years he has been a valued representative of Perryville Post, No 45, 1. A.
<

R., of
it.-

Arlington, and has served as one of

commanders.

In public affairs pertain-

ing to the welfare and progress of the county
he takes a deep interest and has done all

shel-

power to advance the development and
improvement here. He has served as o >untiy commissioner and in other official positions and in 1886 he received the Republican

tered the familv for six months and was
then enlarged to sixteen by eighteen feet.
Exactly three years the family resided in

nomination for representative to the state
legislature, but was defeated because he refused to pledge himself to measures which

mitive dwelling and then took pos-

He
he could not conscientiously endorse.
has been township trustee for two terms and
treasurer for three terms and he was n ne of
the organizers of school district- No. 59,
serving as a member of its first hoard. Ed'.
fraternal, political, material and

of Seg

v.

ten

•

stand.

His

by twelve

feet,

new home,
by twenty-four

home was

first

which

frame strucwhich was
enlarged tc its present dimensions in 1890.
Captain Watkins suffered the loss of his first
l

their

ture, sixteen

a

feet,

n the grasshoppers, but with unfailrage and nerseverance he continued
his wi rk, gradually transforming
a very valuable and desirable farm.
He engaged in general farming and stock
"ceding" all of the grain which he
:

in his

moral interests for the benefit of the comall received his endorsement
and co-operation and among the valued, respected and honored citizen- of Rei

munity have

ty ('aptain

Watkins

is

justly

numl
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ELDOX
One

of

R.

WATKINS:

most

the

prominent citizens of Reno county

and

is

the

Hon. Eldon R. Watkins, who is now representing his district in the state legislature.

He

is

actively connected

and agricultural

interests

fairs is a leader of

with commercial

and

He also
is constantly increasing.
operates his farm of four hundred acres,
which includes the old homestead, and which
is largely devoted to the raising of stock as
As a rule he
well as to general farming.
grazes one hundred and seventy-five head of
cattle annually and raises about fifty head.
Since locating on his present farm he has
given his entire attention in a business way

patronage

distinguished

in public af-

thought and public move-

farming and merchandising.

While the essential characteristics
of the successful business man are his he
also possesses the ability and foresight of
the statesman and in the general assembly of

to

Kansas his work has been of a nature which
concerns the welfare of the entire commonwealth and has redounded to the good of

can central committee and has been a delegate to the county, state and congressional
conventions.
He served as trustee of his
township for two years, and in 1896 he was
appointed postmaster of Sego. in which position he served until nominated- for the legislature, since which time his wife has occupied the position. In 1898 he was made the
Republican nominee for representative in his
district, and although Bryan was given a
majority of four hundred and fifty in 1896
he was beaten by only twenty-five votes
defeat that amounted almost to a victory
and indicated his personal popularity and the
In 1900 he
high regard reposed in him.
was again nominated and was this time the
fortunate candidate, although the district
gave to Bryan a majority of one hundred
and ten votes. He has been an active working and valued member of the legislature.

ment.

all.

Air.

Watkins was born

in

Lafayette, In-

[860, a son of William
A. Watkins, whose life history is given
He resided in Iroquois county, Illiabove.
nois, until 1870, when, at the age -1 ten
diana. February

i.

accompanied his parents to Kansas, being reared to manhood at the family
homestead, which is still his residence. He
acquired his early education in the schools
of the neighborhood and later attended the
Southwestern Business College, at' Wichita,
thus being well equipped for the practical
years, he

life.
He entered upon his business
career in 1886 as a real estate and loan agent
Cincinnati, Grant county,
in the town of
since which time the name has been changed
After carrying on business
to Appomattox.
there for three years he also became a part-

duties of

ner of J. R. Gillespie & Company and likewise accepted the position of cashier of the
bank of Kirtland, Flash & Company, maintaining all three business connections at the
same time. Subsequently he became a traveling salesman for the Rumley and Gey-

Threshing Machines Companies, and
was upon the road for five years, traveling
in Kansas and Oklahoma.
He then gave up

ser

that position, locating in Sego,

Reno county,

Kansas.
In 1S99 Mr. Watkins erected the More
building in which he is now carrying on
general merchandising, having a stock" valHis
ued at about three thousand dollars.
sales are large for a

town of

this size

and

his

In pi litics Mr. Watkins is am active Republican, a recognized leader in his party.
For five years he has served on the Republi-

—

He championed

the fees

and salary

lull

and

served on a number of very important committees, including the ways and means, the
printing, the labor and many others, and of
the emigration committee he was chairman.
He took an active part in the senatorial contest between Baker and Burton, supporting
the latter.

Mr. Watkins

is

a valued

'member of

Cable Lodge. No. 299,

Modern Woodmen

F.

sev-

He

eral fraternal organizations.

&

belongs to
A. M., to the

of America and the
Knights of Pythias. He was married FebIda Ross, who was
90
Miss
ruary 21,
1, to
born in Ottumwa, Iowa, a daughter of W.
Ross, one of the representative business
T.
men and stock dealers of the county. In
business Mr. Watkins is reliable, in private
1
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life i- trustworthy, and liis genial manner
and unfailing courtes) have made him popgenuine
ular with .ill classes, while his
worth enables him to retain the friendship
rard which he ha- gained.

COck COUnty, Indiana. 111 iSoj. ami hi- wife,
surviving him a number of years, died in
iSSj at the age of seventy-four years, her
birth having occurred in [808. This worth)
couple were the parents of sixteen children,
twelve of whom reached years of maturity,
the

BURD
"biography

If

is

I.

the

U

Y

hi

me

Wilmot ha- expressed it. ii is enwithin the true province of true hiscommemorate and perpetuate the
lives and character, the achievements and
the leading men of any community, and in a history of the representative
citizens of Barber county Burd Lacy well
fleserves prominent mention, fur he has contributed in large measure to the welfare and
progress of this portion of the state, and is
tirely

t"

i

as

the second term acceptably serving
lie has proved a most
probate judge,

pular officer and over the reo rd
public career there falls no shadow of

p

:ion

ty.

^-i

<>\

his

wrong

evil.

The Judge is a native
West Virginia, horn

of

Kanawha

in

coun-

1S28. and

is

a

tative of one of the old families of
Virginia.
His father, lord, in Lacy, was

tives

John Lacv, both of whom were na>ld Dominion, and the latter
entire life there.
Jordon Lacy,

of the

I

his

Spent

was united in
Winnie Lively, who belonged

after attaining to adult age,

marriage

to

known and

highly respected family
1833 the parents of our
subject removed with their family to Indiana, settling in Hancock county, where, in
the midst
f the wild
forest, the father secured a tract of land, from which he developed a good farm.
Throughout his entire
life he carried on agricultural pursuits ami
was a progressive and practical representative
that vocation.
Liis political support
was given the Whig party in early life and
later he became a stanch Republican. He was
a very prominent and influential member
of the Christian church, in which he served
a- deacon and elder and his word was as
good as his bond. He passed away in Han63
to a well

of

Virginia.

1

£

In

Kingman
1

is

now

county, but with

mr subject
ber of the family in Kansas.
aspect of his-

tory," as

tory

number. James A. Lacy,

living in Bross,
the exceptii m of

i-

the

1

ml)

mem

Judge Lacy* whose name introduces this
reci rd. was a little kid of only live summers
when he accompanied his parents to Indiana. There he was reared upon hi- father's
farm in the mid-i of frontier life, and with
family shared in all the hardships and
establishment of a home
in a pioneer region.
He early learned the
of
value
integrity and econom) in the prac
the

trials incident to the

tieal

affairs

of

life,

and also

that

honesty

the best policy. He obtained a good tin
cation in the public schools.
Through the
is

greater part of his life he has been connected with agricultural interests.
In t88o
he came to Barber county. Kansas, where
he secured a claim and began raising and
dealing in cattle.
Later he established his

home in Medicine Lodge and has been honored with a number of public offices, to
which he has been called by hi- fellow
townsmen, who recognized his worth and
ability.
He has not only served as police
judge, but ha- been ti wnship trustee and a>se-sor, and in 1S98 he was elected probate
judge of Barber count)
the leading representatives of the oppositi
His fitness for the office is widely recognized
for he is a man of good practical judgment.
1

firm in his convictions, and unfaltering in
\support of what he believes to be right.

probate judge he has woh high commendation and has with the utmost care and fidelity administered the duties of the office.
The Judge has five children
W. J.
Mrs. Margaret Smith: Mrs. Mary Seab Id:
Sarah: Rosa and Clara Michelson, f Perry,
Oklahoma. The father has a nice home in
Medicine Lodge and the family enjoy the
warm esteem and regard of all who know
them. He is a man of strong intelligence,
of unswerving honor, and of genuine worth,
:

1
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John A. Sanders lived at home until he
attained his majority, caring for his mother,

and his salient characteristics are those
which command respect in every land and
clime.
As the result of his genial and affable manner and kindly disposition he has
gained many friends in Barber county.

JOHN
Among

A.

SANDERS.

j

the prosperous »nd representa-

Burrton township. John A.
Sanders ranks foremost, his thrift and enhaving won for him a reputation of
He was born in Wellsboro,
high merit.
Tioga county, Pennsylvania, February 27.
1853, being the yi imgest son of nine chilThe father. Joseph Sanders, a native
dren.
of Vermont, was born in 1803, and in 1826
was married to Miss Philenia Howard, of
\\\\ Hampshire, who was born in 1806.
She was the daughter of Jeremiah Howard.
of Vermont, who moved to Ashtabula county, Ohio, being one of the pioneers of that
state, where he lived until eighty-eight years
orf age, having reared a family of six chilThe
dren, two daughters and four sons.
parents of our subject settled in Tioga
tive farmers of

terprise

in
county. Pennsylvania, near Wellsb n
1830. having ourchased a farm and upon
which they lived for fourteen years. They
then took up their abode in Wellsboro,
where the father died in 1855. They were
the parents of nine children, namely: Jeremiah, who resides in Riverside, California,
where he moved in 1870. He was married
.

the third time and

is

the father of nine chil-

Lucy P., born in [829 and died in
1833; Prudence E., born October 31, 1831,
is the widow of a Mr. Andrews, of
Jasper, Steuben county. New. York; Caroline, born March 15, 1834. the widow of
George Naval, and residing at the old home
in Pennsylvania; Electa, born June 7. [836,
who is the wife of James Bacon, a resident
of Ravenna. Ohio: Phila. born July II,
1838, and who died November 19. 1840;
Armathusa, born June 16. 1840. died in September. 1840: Michael, born in 1843. wnc
is now living retired in Phoenix. Arizona,
and has one son and John A.

dren

:

win.

;

who remained with him until her death,
passing away in June. 1878. after a life of
devotion to her family. A few years after
her husband's death she removed to Ashtabula county in 1858. where she kept house
for her father. Jeremiah Howard, whose
wife had died about that time. In the spring
of
[860 Mrs. Sander- moved to Jones
county, Iowa, and thence to Decatur county.
Later in the year of i860, however, she
started for Kansas, but remained in Iowa
until the spring of 1862, when she returned
to her father's hi me in Ohio, and remained
there for two years. Early in the year 1S05
she returned t" [owa, locating in Wayne
C( unty f r a period of four years, and then
returned to Decatur county.
On November 11. 1875. our subject, accompanied by
!iis mother, located in Burrton. but soon removed to a rented farm four and one-hall
mile- southwest of Burrton.
He settled on
this quarter section of land in February of
So diligently has he
the following year.
labored that he now owns twelve acre- of
large and thrifty timbers, as well
hundred apple and other fruit trees, all of
which he planted with his own hands, and
are tine specimens
f
the care and perfect
<

cultivation that he has given them.

Mr. Sanders was joined in marriage on
the eleventh day of March. 1875. to Miss
Alice Stapp, of Decatur county. Iowa, bor|
July 17. 1858, being a daughter of Milton

and Elizabeth (Gibson) Stapp of Indiana,
The
where the father operated a farm.
mother passed away in Iowa at the age of
thirty years.
They were the parents of five
children:
Mary, wife of John Wood, who
died in L

\\a.

leaving three children:

ley Stapp; Fred, a resident of Oklah<

Wes-

ma

ter-

and the father of six children; Lincoln, whose death occurred when thirtyThe
twi years of age: and an infant son.
father has lost his third wife, ami is now
engaged in farming in Russell county. KanThe marriage
sas, where he settled in 1877.
of Mr. and Mrs. Sanders has been blessed
ritory,

with six children, named a1

May, born May

28,

1

foil \vs:

Elsie

S77. and died August

•

•
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[878, at the age
ri;

b

of

iraii

father's

born

Ma\

fourteen months; El-

E

1

-'1

-

1

:

in

livers

ii'
\\
a 5 »ung
has charge of his

[878,

1,

;

v

I

Burrton; Melind
1877, who has finished
I

December 3,
is now at home;

school and

-

1

.

it

In

grandfather of out subject
fornia in [849, and
v\ idi >w
and se\ en children

1

Infantry.

1

and served
ing part
ton.

1

In politics
.

t"

Mr. Sander-

eteran

member

is

a Republican,

of the schi

treasurer of the district.

is

Mr.

member of the Methodist Epismrch and the Modern Woodmen of
is-a

His life has always been upright
and honorable, and his success is justly the
reward of his great energy and natural abilsjricultural matters, and well merits
n which he occupies in the
I

g

f

his

friend-.

1

He

sergeant.

first

a

tllun is.

In

1

1,

Sixteenth Illinois

which he w.
afterward veteranized
f

until the close of the war. tak-

the grand

in

review

at

Washing

saw much hard service during

lie

his

miltary career, participating in th<
of the Wilderness, Chattanooga, Vicksburg,
Missionarj Ridge and was with Sh<
1

march to the sea.
[e was nevei
ed ir captured, but during his sen ice he >st
f
the sighl
ne f his eyes.
a stanch
his

1

i<

'

1

1

1

Republican

was

in

his

member

a

fn

I

1

I

ea\ ing
in

unty, Illinois, Mr. Parvin enlisted for service in the Civil war. becoming

mpan)

two hundred and forty acres of rich land
and make- a specialty of raising and selling
cattle, horses and mules, and in July, 1901,
a large quantity of stock, mostly cathim the sum of two
ight
The fine grade of his
rs.
stock has always broughl to him a good
id his reputation as a high grade
well founded.
lie has on
twenty-five head of In rrses
and mules and nine head of cattle. He rerected a livery in Burrton and does
thriving business, keeping a splendid
a
His oldest
st ck
of horses and vehicles.
gi od morals and exis a man
ability, has charge of the
;s
business, and Mr. Sanders divides his time
ention between this and the farm

went

tl

is

Mr. Sanders now owns

to

1003

'

mie and

school; Lawrence Elbert, born
1SS4. and Clarence Harris, in.

rn Jul\- 15. [888.

1

Jesse,

ing

[\

attending

1

)RY.

1

politii

of the
the

5]

ns,

and

Ann

rrand

(

Mr.

1

vin came with his family to
steading a claim adjoining Burrti n
south.
He was well and favorably

Par-

I

among

known

the early settlers of his locality and
the first sorghum mill in the

conducted
county.

He began

.

life

his unremitting toil,

without capital, but

his

close attention

to

and his honorable meth
cured for him a competence, and at the time
of his death he was the owner of two hundred and eighty acres of fine farming land.
where he followed both agricultural pursuits and stock raising.
Mr. and Mrs. Par
vin reared three children:
James H.. the
subject of this review Kay. a member of the
class of [903 in the Lawrence State Unibusiness

;

versity;

and

Stella

May, who was

a

mem-

95 in the Burrton high
ami is now at home.
lame- II. Parvin accompanied his parents
on their removal to Kansas when
ber of

tin

school,

to

of age. receiving his education in thi
of this city.
In [888 he accepted a

JAMES

|

PARVIN.

II.

James H. Parvin,

member of the Union
of Burrton, was born

a

Hardware Company,

January, [872, a
and Sophia Lawson) Parvin. the former a native of Indiana and the
latter of Elmira. New York.
The maternal
.

in

I

with the Wilson Drug ec Hardwar
pany, where he was employed as a salesman
until the fall of

[893.

He

then visited the

World's
thence ti>
Oklahoma, where he was engaged in the
real estate business and in conducting a hotel at
Enid, there remaining until June.
!

[894.

He

then rented his property in

Ok-
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lahoma and came to Mt. Hope. Kansas, becoming a salesman in the W. O. Leuhart &

of their six

Company Drug & Hardware

house,

try.

maining

in

thus

employed

until

when he resigned his
and came to Burrton. In
1896,

re-

March,

position therein
this city, at the

age of twenty-four years. Mr. Parvin organized

the

Union Hardware Company, the

then consisting of J. H. Parvin, A.
Stone and Peter Becker, while the present
members of the firm are T. H. Parvin and
J. F. Remick. The business was first carried
on in the Opera House block, north of the
Burrton Bank, but in June. 1900, the company purchased the E. Johnstone block,
where they now occupy a large store room
fifty by eighty feet, containing two floors,
with a warehouse, thirty-two by forty-two
firm

feet,

This

and the brick printing office adjoining.
is the most desirable property in Burr-

and

is a solid stone structure, with cut
stone trimmings.
It is filled with a com-

ton,

hardware, buggies and farm
machinery, and the stock which the company
handle is the largest in the county outside of

plete

line of

New ton.
In his social relations Mr. Parvin is a
member of the Modern Woodmen, the Select
Knights and the Life and Annuity Association, while his political sympathies connect
him with the Republican party. He is a
young man of exceptional business ability,
and the future no doubt has in store for him
greater successes than he has already
achieved.

born

to'

them

children.

Another

their

The

young,
sketch was the second in
first-fflrni,

died

subject of this
Henry died in childh od.
Christian lives in Garden township. Harvey
Daniel W. live- in Reno
county, Kansas.
county. Kansas. Johannes died in Germany

order of birth.

left fur America.
John
A. also lives in Reno county, Kansas.
John Schmitt, who was of an old Men-

before the family

nonite family, sold his farm in Germany and
had but small means when he arrived ini
The family heated in St. Clair
America.

county, Illinois, in the fall oif 1857. and in
the following year the father died and his
children found hbmies as oportunity offered
with kindly disposed persons.
Jacob E.
worked out by the month fn 111 the time he
was twelve years old until he was twenty.

During the winter of 1858-59 he worked at
three dollars a month for a man whose wife
had died and he and his employer did their
own housekeeping. During the Civil war
he received during the winter months twenty-five dollars a month, and during the
spring, summer and fall he worked by the
day at two dollars a day and upward, receiving three dollars and a half a day in St.
Clair county, in the

summer

of 1S65.

Jacob E. Schmitt was married October
15.

1876, in Illinois, to Lizzie M. Baer. who
in St. Clair county, that state,

was born

March

20. 1854. a daughter of Daniel and
Catharine Bergthold Baer. who had come to

the Prairie state from Germany.

JACOB

E.

SCHMITT.

1

regarded as one of the progressive

agriculturists

oif

his part

oif

the county.

Jacob E. Schmitt was born near Munich, in Bavaria. Germany, January -'4,
1846, and in 1852 was brought to America
by litis parents. J. hn and Susannah
Halm)
I

Schmitt,

who bn

tight

He had

been a tenant farmer from [866 i- 1876, his
mother keeping house for him. In 1873 lite
had gone to Kansas on a prospecting tour

Another prominent citizen of Harvey
county. Kansas, of Germain birth and parentage, is Jacob E. Schmitt. a farmer of
;section 11, Lakin township, whose
who is
(rice address is at Halstead and
justly

was

child

after their arrival in this coun-

Daniel,

over with them three

and had bought

December
Company,

30.

a quarter section

that year,

for five

.if

the

of land.

Santa Fe

hundred and forty

d

1-

receiving the benefit of the discount
offered the colony.
In April. 1879. he and
hi- family went to Kansas with four
the*
lars.

1

—

families
those of Christian
vid Lehman and Michael

married the

Widow Ruth

I

Krebbiel. Da-

Lehman

1

who

and Mrs. Kate

Krebbiel. of Halstead.
He now owns an
aggregate of six hundred and forty acres
quarter section in Garden township and

—

—
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acres

eight)

1

Lakin

in

tober

1005

[901, and

15.

promoted

affair,

v

by

1

:•

giving his

a

'•

r

a

genuine surprise

b

yable

nji

daughters

their

it

and

was

Mr. and Mrs
!

II..

luded
their k i n

and

-

and

rye,

has

lie

and neighl
I

has

fre-

in

t.

h

:

|>3

ors,

many

of

:

and

and a family and
meml ered, and left with

many
next war'- mark*

'1
1

rais<

bushels of corn in, a season and
lie

-

tin

-

tl

frame

ry

51

built

1899 ami has several

in

including

ings,

1

1

1

rn crib.

To Jacob

and

E.

M.

Lizzie
rn

infi

(Baer)

children,

five

concerning

rmation
this

the

win

m

conned

a yi ung lady
f a high degree erf culand refinement, who took a course in
music at Bethel College and - rn \v stuclymusic and art. devel< ping much talent
is

IL.
ture

1

;

_

rections.

Katie

mg woman wh

p

•-

is

a well educated
-

•

much

artistic

nt.
Susie I. is the next in order of birth.
a raduate of the public
nths,
gar Allan died at the age t four
cuts rilled his place in the family
cle by the adoption of William A. Reimer. an
rphan now in his eighteenth year.
Mr. Schmitt's mother, who was born in
'

-

E

m

1

1

'

"

died

S.

me in Kansas in 1883.
Mr. Schmitt was formerly

a

recently

2

at his In

Politically

Re] ublican

and.

re

'

fi

He has been
school district including his
nned. and for some years has
He

the office of townsl

and

a trustee in the

tilled

is

Mennonite cton

for nine y<
day-school superintendent.
In all ways he
has dem n-trated that lie is a man of public
has at his heart the best interests

mtunity.

The

silver

Mr. and Mrs. Schmitl was

wedd

celebrati

Mrs.

Emma

TASKER.

Tasker, a daughter of
the late well known citizen. George A. Elliott, was born in Wabash county, Indiana.
"ii the 27th of September, 1865.
She was
but six years of age when she came to the

Sunflower

state,

I.

and on the old homestead
womanhood and has ever

farm she grew

to

since resided.

She enjoyed

the edu<

advantages afforded by the o

111111-;

of Logan township, and in her early youth
she assisted her mother in the h
duties, her time being thus occupied until
her marriage, which occurred on the 17th
of January. 1887, to Alfred H. Tasker. The
latter was born in Horicon, Wisconsin, in
1862. and bis death occurred in February,
1901. when only thirty-nine years
He was a son of James and Lydi;
The father
Tasker. natives of England.
died in Montgomery county. Kans
the mother was called to her final rest in
1892. They have ne son now living. WillAt his death Alfred
iartj Horatio Tasker.
1

.list.

-

J.

I

He

[893.

in

buill

rn
-

feet.

resilience,

was

-.

EMMA

His pr
which D

by twenty-six

nty-fcitr

H. Tasker left a widow and six children,
Archie W., Russell E.. Harold
namely:
L.. Lester H., Agnes E. and Alfred H.. Jr.
Mr. Tasker resided for si me years in Gove
aded and
county. Kansas, where
He then took a timber claim.
land and moved to Ottawa county. In his
social relations he was a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fell
Sons and Daughters of Justice. Ilea' support was given to the Republi
red by all who
IKtv.
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ioo6

knew him. and

in his death the community
one of its valued and influential citizens.
His widow now resides upon the old
Elliott homestead, where she owns two hundred and forty acres of fertile and well improved land.
She is a good business
woman, a kind and considerate neighbor and
a faithful and loving mother.
She has ever
discharged her duties with unwavering
faithfulness, and she and her family are
numbered among the most highly esteemed
citizens of Ottawa county and share in the
hospitality of main- of its best homes.

lost

great-grandfather. Johannes
his great-great-grandfather,
Christian Krehbiel, were all born on the same
Krehbiel,

his

Krehbiel.

and

farm

Weierhof, Pfulz, Germany.

in

ne hundred acres, was there regarded as a large farm, while Air. Krehbiel. owning two sections, twelve hundred and forty
acres, in
1

being

Kansas, puts forth no pretentions
a wealthy landowner.
This dis-

tinction does not indicate a difference

sonal character so

eldesl

bom,

in Illinois, leaving

Lakin township. Harvey county. Kansas,
and has post-office is Halstead. He was 1" in
at Pfulz, Germany, October lS. 1832, reared
on his father's farm of one hundred acres
and educated in the thorough German way
in the public schools near his home.
At the
age of eighteen years he came t< America
with his parents and their family of ten children,
>ix sons and four daughters.
John Krehbiel. the third, the father of the
subject of this sketch, married
Katharine
Krehbiel. a distant relative.
The family came to the United States
on board
a sailing vessel Which consumed
thirtyfive
days in making the voyage from
its
German port to Xew York.
From
New York they went to Ashland county,
Ohio, where they remained during the
winter
of
1850-51.
and
from there
they went to Lee o unty. iowa, where Mr.
Krehbiel bought one hundred and ten acres
of land on which some improvements had
been made.
There the father died in 1853,
aged fifty-six years.

and farmer,

subject

1

—

subject of this sketch, the second

much

1

1

per-

as a difference in

the Rev. Jacob Krehbiel, died
two sons and six or seven

of this sketch, the Rev.
Christian Krehbiel. is a farmer on section i,

The

is

experience and environment.
Six of the
children of John Krehbiel are living and
of his sons three, including the subject of this
sketch, became ministers of the gospel. The

CHRISTIAN KREHBIEL.
The

It

interesting to note in this
nnectii 11 that the
old family farm in Germany, which consisted

si

n

and child of his parent's family, has a family record running far back into, the past,
from which it appears that his earliest known
ancestor, jost Krehbiel. and his wife Magdalena went to Germany from Switzerland
in 1772, and that his grandfather, Jacob

daughters.

Daniel,
lives at

a

merchant

retired

Mound

Ridge. Kansas.

Mary
is

died in Lee county, Iowa.
Catharine
living unmarried in the same count)
Bar.

bara married Herman Krehbiel, a relative of
her family and lives in Reno o unty. Kansas.
Ji hn died in Iowa. Susan still lives
in Lee county, that state.
The Rev. Valentine Krehbiel lives at Mound Ridge. Kansas.
Peter is a citizen of Halstead township. Harvey count)', this state. The mother of these
children survived her husband until 1870,
whan she was sixty-nine years old. She is
buried at Sumimerfield, Illinois, her husband
in the Zion Mennonite cemetery at Franklin,
Lee county. Iowa.
The Rev. Christian Krehbiel remained on
the family homestead until he was twenty
years old and married Susan A. Ruth, sister
of John VV. Ruth, a biographical sketch of
whom appears in this work. Mr. and Mrs.
Krehbiel began their domestic life as farmers
in Lee county, Iowa, on the farm of David
Two years later, March, i860 they
Ruth.

moved

to

St.

Clair count}-.

Illinois,

where

Mr. Krehbiel became the wner f a fortyfarm, which he sold, buying another
farm of one hundred acres, which in time he
sold in order to buy still another farm of the
-aine size.
He and bis wife were among the
first Mennonite settlers in St. Clair county,
Illinois, and there Mr. Krehbiel began his
1

acre

1

BlOGKArillC.lL HISTORY.

lie

came

first

Kansas

to

were

which

labors,

ial

[873 on a pros

in

peering tour and helped to buy, three secti ms

Marion Center
r
In the fall and winter of

of land near

f<

ink.

on

state.

six per

that
r

fi

Kansas and an option
es tin ire in the same
These lands lie later bought for fifty-

of railroad land
rt}

ntract

in

1

1

lie

c< tit.

March

pric<

-

n

•

:
.

which he
.

stated, he
sectii 11-.

1

1-

n

ne of which

er in

n acre, and, as

the

\\

1

tier

1

E

t\v<

Mc] 'herson county.

Mr. Krehbiel brought out
party

w

1

Harvey county,

is in

Kansas

to

a

fifty
lie had built
r sixty settlers,
house in Kansas and his first barn
His house was
e preceeding fall.

f

1

his rirst

ivering

affair.

by twenty feet, and the si]
nnded a square thirty-six feet by
thirty-six in size.
He at once engaged exin general tanning and gradually

acquired considerable stock.
hie season he
rai-ed seven tin usaud bushels of wheat and
four th< usand
rn. and in 1901
he and hi- sons sowed four hundred acres
I

I

wheat and harvested nine th usand
His present residence
und space of thirty by twenty feet in its
principal structure and lias two extensions
eighteen by twenty-eight feet and sixteen
by twenty-eight
feet
in
area
respecwith

gri

The wh

tively.

high,

and there

He

it.

is

\

use
a

gr und

1

ace

>n

his

all

part- of

me

In

farm.

by
Indian
maintained as such at

s]

which

thirty-six feet,

under

a cellar

1

-

f

thirty-six

1

.

fi

t

1

ense he has pn

ur entire sets

and witboul

buildings,
•

rairie he
midst of a forest.

I

*\

n

icl<

and facility
ful fanning
n a large scale.
The Rev. Christian and Susan A. Ruth
Krehbiel were married March 14. 1858, and
bee rn
the parents
si
twelve of whom grew
maturity. The folh wling data concerning some of them will be
of interest in tbis connection John VV. Krelibiel, born in Illinois, August 10, [860, lias
two Si 11- and a daughter.
He is a miller and
lives m McPherson county, Kansas.
The
Rev. Henry P. Krehbiel, born in Illinois,
April 13, [862, has one daughter and is the
manager o)f a publishing house in Newton,
The Kc\ Jao b 11. Krehbiel born
Kan.su
in Illinois, May 7. 1864, has a son and is the
pastor of a church at Geary, Blaine o unty,
Oklahoma. Catherine Krehbiel, born in Illinois, April.
[866, is the wife of 11. O.
Kruse, who is a professor in Bethel College,
Newton, Kansas, and ha- one son. Daniel
Krehbiel, born in Illinois, January 1. t868,
has one daughter.
le is the principal oi the
high school at Newton, Kansas. Christian,
born in Illinois, September 25, 1867, is connected with the Western Publishii
pany at Newton, Kansas. Susannah Krehbiel, born in [Ilia 1-. Jinn [6, [871, married
Fred Bingleman. of Geary, Blaine county,
Oklahoma, and has three children. Bernhard
Krehbiel, born in Illinois-, .March 17. [873,
1

1

1

[879

(6,

ally living in the

1

In his different

<

thousand aero

thirty

fi

I

too

d

growth of maple trees.
te has four hundred apple-tree- and many peach, pear, plum,
quince and cherry tree-.
Sti rapid was his
work in this direction that within three
I

i

n

1

1

1

ti

:

.

,

1

the manager of his
Martha Krehbiel, born

is

[876,

is

the

h ife

1

f

father's
in

home

Rudi

>lph

farm.

April 18,

Illinois.
(

Edward Krehbiel, born
November 16, 1878, is

Newton, Kansas.
fr<

m

which the

Since r896, Mi
ing t r the pui

sch Jar

last

ci

of a h me fi r white
five acre- of forest trees
I,
bi x elder, mulberry,
-

ffee nut. catalpa.
e

acre

locus

which

has

.

Lawrence. Kansas.
Paul G. Krehbiel,
born in Kansas, January 28, [882, divides
his time between school and the family
home, as
her. Lucas P. Krehbiel, who was born in
Kansas, March 7.
at

-,

p

He owns
elm.

in Illinois.

d<

[88=;.
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Air.
litical

Krehbiel

is

organization.

not allied with any poFor many years he has

been the president of the board of missi< ns
He is a partner
of the Mennonite church.
in the Western Publishing Company, at
Newton, Kansas, and a stockholder in the
Mount Ridge (Kansas) Milling Company

and in another milling company at Geary.
Oklahoma. From time to time he has traveled in different state- a- a minister of his

church and for many years he has been a
leader in the Mennonite movement, and it
i- safely within the facts to state that he has
done more than any other one man t ward
the establishment of the large and prosperous Mennonite settlement in Harvey county.

Some idea of the progressive spirit
man is afforded by the fact that he

of the

has an

ample irrigating pond for all the uses of his
farm, and a water supply in his residence
which is brought up from the inexhaustible
wells by means of the improved windmills.
His residence is approached by fcwo driveways, each a quarter of a mile long, which
extend respectively to the highway.- running
east and west and' north and south pass his
home, which is pleasantly located, joining
Halstead on the -< utheast.

JOHN LELAND BUCK.

grandfather of John Leland Buck, and
Ebenezer Buck, great-great-grandfather of
John Leland Buck, were soldiers and patriots in the war for American independence.
ne
John Buck and his two brothers,
whom was Chester Buck, were pioneers in
which
York,
to
place
Lewis county, Newthey had emigrated from Lanesborq, Massachusetts, and being men of enterprise and
intellectual
force they became not
>nly
wealthy but prominent in public life. John
Buck and his son F. L. Buck settled early
111
Sangamon count}". Illinois, where the
former owned seven hundred acres of good
1

1

I

1

land.

Sir. ili M. Cuirtiss, who married F. L.
Buck and became the mother of John Leland
Buck, was born in the town of West Martinsburg,
Lewis county. New- York, in
Mr.
[835, a daughter of Henry Curtiss.

who was a native of Lanesb ro,
Massachusetts, married a Miss Lyman, who
also was born there, and they both died in
Lewi- county, New York.
Air. and Airs.
Buck were married at Booneville. NewCurtiss,

York,
1854.

1851, and emigrated to Illinois, in
Their journey to the then far west

in

was a memorable

one. Air. Buck transp rting hi irses by way of the lake- and meeting
with delays on account of ice. which made
his passage from Buffalo to Chicago one of
The large tract of
eleven days' duration.
land in Sangamon oounty, Illinois, which
was bought by Air. Buck and his father at
about ten dollars an acre, is now worth one

1

John Leland Buck, cashier of the Sedgwick State Hank. Sedgwick. Harvey oounty,
; one of the younger generation oif
successful! business men. whose enterprise
and progressive spirit have made them
known throughout central Kansas.
Mr. Buck was. born in Auburn. Sanga-

mon

F. L. Buck,

wh

1

May

1863, a son of
as a vigi nous and well pre-

county. Illinois,

i.

hundred dollars an
Air.

man

Buck improved

d unti

as

state of cultivation

and died

in

Auburn,

ezer Buck, father

18S0. Ebenhn Buck, and great-

Illinois, in
i

I

In June.

1877,

county. Kansas, to which he brought his
family in September following.
The farm
consisted of unbroken prairie and there were
iv. improvements upon it of any kind.
Air.

served

throughout Harvey
is known
'me of 'he pros] en us farmers of
F. L.
rid round about Sedgwick.
Buck was burn at Lowville. Lewis oounty,
and
came
to
New York. Utgusf 29, [828,
Kansas in 1-^77. John Buck, his father, was
born in Laoesboro, Massachusetts, in 1797.

acre.

Buck secured one hundred and sixty
Sedgwick township. Harvey

acre- of land in

and put it under a good
and sold it early in 1901
for five thousand and six hundred d liar-.
F. L. and Sarah AI. (Curtiss) Buck
reared a son and a daughter.
The latter,
named Louie C, married Carlton Sawyer,
of Sedgwick. Kansas, and the son, who is
the immediate subject of this sketch, was
educated in public sch 1- in [linn - and
it

;
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Kansas,

anil in

1

i

mercantile

early

I

&

[all

firms

\\ \l\e\

a1

one

.

E

-

Sedgwick,

when he \\i
ned six months, at
the winter of t88o-8i. In
1881 he reti
tme a
b okkeeper in the banking office
T. R.
h: the spi ing
1.: :ai d
Mr. Hazard
tSS
Illiiv

by the

[denied

il

a clerk in the store

which he hold

1009

1880,

until

i

1

1

tin

thai

tight

was stricken w ith paralj sis wthil
wa\ to Kansas, where it ha
He was buried
tion to make his home.
Vermont.
Buck's broth
Mrs.
ther

,

m

ism

in

engagi

'\\

Sedgwick, while her mother
Sedgwick.

ai

also reside in

1"

1

-

Mr. Buck filled the same
Hazard's successi r

d

under

u

:

|

.Mr.

1

J(

keeper and the cashier

in

the

a position which he relinquished bee;
ealth,
] le spent
i
the winter
1884 5 in Florida and New
eans and returned to Sedgwick much
improved, but re-ted until January. 1886,
when he "became the bookkeeper
Si
;\vick City Hank.
In 1894. when the
Sedgwick State Bank was rgani ed, he became one of it- stockholders and its cashier.
Tlw
est of Mr.
[all in this c
cent was transferred to Chauncey A. Seaiui Leland Buck in 1891.
Mr.
J.

1

1

1

1

1

now

and furnish
pleasant and comfortable house
home.
He has resided
ntinuously in Sedgwick township since
whatever success he has- acquired
[877,
has been entirely through his own effi rts.
-h. rt time he was the deputy postmaster at Sedgwick, under Postmaster J1 hn
Wrig
Master Mason and is popis

erecting'

:

I

j

ular in his

member

fraternity: he

is

also a charter

Sedgwick Lodge, Knight- f Pythias,
f which he is a past chancellor.
In
politics he i- a Republican and he is pn ud
of the fact that he voted for James G. Blaine
e I "nitel State- and twice
the late lamented William McKinley
r
•

i

i

i

;"

e sarni

June

high
4.

-

Verm

Helen

i

office.

1891, he married Miss

Joint-

Rent

SWARTLEY.

R.

and pi
Halstead township, Harvey o unty, Kansas,
pri

speri us

;

11

whose name
leading farm< r in 51
mail o mnectii n- at
Dalstead,
Bucks county, Peinnsy'lvania, February 2?,
f the best
1857. and is one
kn« un repreI

1

sentatives

ci

of

the

pan

his

in

good
of

Pennsylvania
Sunflower

old

the

greart

rata 'tiwealth.

Joseph Swartley, father of
Swartley, was born in 1827, on

J
tl

farm on which the subject of this
first saw the light
f day. and di<
son's home in Kansas, March 26, 1892,
while there on a visit.
John Swar
ther of Ji seph and grandfather of [ohi R.
Swartley. was born in Pennsylvani
[is fal
796, and died ab ml [860.
1

1

I

great-grandfather of John R. Swartley. was
one
three In-other- from Germai
f
settled in Pennsylvania, whi
f a husbandman.
Mary Ann Ruth,
who married Joseph Swarf
mother of John R. Swartley. died ab ut
'it".-.
[860, in the prime
f
dying at the -aire time and y her '
il-.
William Ruth audi J
Swartley. the first mentioned f whi m lives
1

'1

1

1

:

1

Anna

L.

as born at East Wallinga daughter of Gilbert and
Johnson. Her father at his

nt,
|

The

1

]<

Buck

MIX

»t

M. Massey,

left
a widow and three children.
Mrs. Buck i< an accomplished musicion,
both as a vocalist and as an instrumental per?r, and otherwise alshas man}- graces
ccomplishments.
Happ) as i- her life

:

vania and has five children.
of the

v.

'

decease

last

Vfter

f

r

-

Swartley

me

tir

By

his

was early

in-

he had been a widower.
marriage he had a daughter.

The
itiated

tl

i

i

subject of this sketch
into all the mysteries

farming and

w

-
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vantages, which he regrets that he did not
improve
as good purpose as he might
have dooe.
He was a member of his fat

household until he was about twenty-

ther's

twenty-five to thirty bushels an acre, and he
part proprietor
f
a steam thresher and
separator.
His farm is well supplied with
i-

1

buildings of

all

kinds, and he has a large

and

four year- old, and in 1S83, when he was
twenty-six, he emigrated to Kansas.
His
Father had come
nt in [880 and bought a

convenient residence, the newer portion of
which wa- erected in 1900. His h< me is
located a half mile ea.-t of Halstead
n the

section of lam! on which five acres

hank of the Little Arkansas river, where
there i- an ample natural forest.
Mr. Swartley i- as enterprising in public

1

had been

improved ami mi which a box shanty hail
in which he domiciled a tenThe young man began hi- career in
Kansas as a boarder with the tenant mentioned ami is now farming three-quarters of
the section which belongs to his father's unsettled e-tate. in which himself, his brother,
William Ruth Swartley, ami his half sister,
heen erected

ant.

Anna

Alary,

are interested.

the wife of Ervin
Pennsylvania.

The

Detwiler and

hitter

is

lives

in

o/f

ty,

France.

Kansas,

,

Her
in

father died in Butler coun-

1897. aged about

fifty- f out-

and ten children, and
John R. and
Kate
Rich
Swartley have had children
named a- follows: Blanche, born in February. [896; Agnes, in March. 1897: and
Warren. April 29, 1900. They have an
adopted daughter, Lydia, who has been
years, leaving a wife

her mother lives in Oregon.
(

their

)

w n in everything but blood since she
1

1

Though he is
matters as he is in private.
not deeply interested in politics, he has demonstrated that he possesses a public spirit
which

is

equal to

was nine days old, her mother having died
then and her father, Gottleib Wei--, having
died when she was only six months old. She
is a bright and comely child of nine years,
and with her foster sister, Blanche, -he is
making good progress in educational lines.
Politically Mr. Swartley is a Republican, and he and his wife are member- of the
Methodist Episcopal church, in which he
fills the offices of district steward and trustee.
He holds membership in the Ancient
Order of United Workmen. As a farmer
he devotes himself to mixed husbandry and
keeps from thirty to one hundred head of
cattle and ten horses.
He cultivates three
hundred acres of land, sometimes devoting
to wheat two hundred acre-, which vield

legitimate and reasi

all

li-

able demands.

ABIJAH
The pn

In March.
89 5 Mr. Swartley married
Kate Rich, w 1m wa- horn in France in 1864
and came to the United States with her parents in 1882.
She is the daughter of Christian and Catharine (Grober) Rich, native.,
1

1

S.

CHEARS.

gressive and successful farmer in

Lake township, Harvej o unty,
Kansas, whose postoffice is at Patterson,
some account of whose career it wil
tempted now to give, was born in East 11.
Maryland. December 6, 1829, a
of
n
section 22,

-

Henn

and Hester Ann (DeLahay) Chears.
Henry Chears was born in Eastern, Alaryland, January 8. 1804, and died at G lurnbus, Ohio, in June, 1864.
His gra,i
was William Chears. His father was F rn
near Belfast. Ireland, and his m ther in
London, England, and they were married
shortly before they came to the United
States, where Mr. Chears was successful as
a shoemaker.
The} reared one daughter
and two sons. Archie, Henry and Henrietta.
The latter married, and died at the
age of eighty-seven years, leaving
ne
daughter. William Chears died in 1808 and
his widow survived him for many years and
1

-

—

1

nmarry again.
Hester Ann De Lahay. who married
Henry Chears and became the m« titer f
the subject of this sketch, was of FrenchHuguenot ancestors, and her grandfather in
the paternal line, who came early to the
American colonies, manufactured woolen
r the Revolutionary army and took
g> ods

did

it

1

f<

pay in o ntinental script.- Abijali S.
Chears was the first born of his mother's
three children.
Her second son died in infancy.
Her daughter Mary E. married and
his

BIOoR.irilIC.il. HIS1

about twentj
id her husband was

Ban Fran-

;

in

m

the

pectin"

>untains of
r

fi

(

n-school

education,

an ordinary emand after leaving
rms, and since
i

paper hanging, except during his
lie enin the Civil war.
15. [861. at Camp Chase,
Ihio, in Ci mpam K, First
iimbus,
Bhio Volunteer Cavalr) as a pri\
later w;
be quartermaster

Mr

I

1

That

county.
.

r\

<

year

thing

them

ing and

]-

Milford Center. Unii

.

-

ti

lergeant.

lie

was

in

active

service

three

In the 25th
one days.
Jul_\, [862, lie and one hundred and seventy-seven others were made prisoners of
ouirtland, Alabama, and within a
week the) were paroled at Moulton, that
!li- firsl experience
f battle
Kate.
was al
Mill Springs, where General Zollicoffer was
Vfter that he fought at Shiloh, then
skirmishes, then at Corinth and
after that all along the line to Blackland.
Mr. Chears was married November 29,
B52, to Catharine Ann Williamson, a nal-hio, and a daughter of Ralph and
Margaret Ann (Kechley) Williamson. Mr.
and Mrs. Chears have had fewo sons and two
|a.ughters,
Their daughter
as
follows:
Clara E. married a Mr. Dorney, and. widowed, is living with her lather. She has a
son and a daughter.
Their son William
Henry ('hears has never married and dur1'tive life has lieen s» mething of a
fever.
le enlisted fi r service in the United
States army during the Spanish war. but his
rat
beyond the borders
of the United State-.
Their daughter Ida
May married Ai Bartlett, who died leaving
Mghter.
Their son Ray Edwin Chears is a I cal agent of the
Pacific Railway Company, at Larned, Kansas, and has a wife and one son.
Catharine
Ann Williams* n Chears died M
id sixty-two years, and in August
following Mr. Chears y «urn*
Ida, where he remained for pg amid nev envin ranents and ex]

d

trwentj

1

1

I

1

1

'

for

bis

pla< e

at

tl

11

from the

feel-

de-

was

and he went to
canity. Ohio, where

worked

at

bis to

grainer and general painter, a*
and graduallj makii g up his
1}
mind to try again lids fortune in Kansas.
During that time he sold for sixteen luinlater

Kansas b mesti

his

[ars

was

which

ad,

thousand dollars.

eight

for

sold

In 1879 he came from [ndianap lis,
where he had lived for a time, to S
county. Kansas, where he bought

eighty

n
acres of railroad land, which h< in order to locate at Garnet, Kan-,.1

-

Id
I-

iSS_] he located on his present
farm of
eighty acre- in section 22, Lake township,
Harvey county, Kansas, forty acre- f which
1

was broken and on which there was
lie paid

house,

a small

for the place twelve hun-

As

farmer be has keen
markedly successful and in his declining
year- he is taking life easily and comfortably with neither riches nor povert) to disdred

dollars.

turb

*

r

a

annoy him.

Mr. (..'hear- has been a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fell* w- since
1875, and his father was a member of the
famous Baltimore Lodge, No. 1.
h dge of that order instituted in the United
State-.

1

le

1-

a

member

of the Republic and
lican.

His influence

1

f

the

politics

in

<

Army

.rand
is

in local affair-

uized. but he has steadily refused

Repub-

a
is

all

reci g-

polit-

except in connection with the
township school hoard, of which he has keen
ical

a

offices

member many

years.

1

601 htain at least partial relief

it

to destroy

for four years he

(

of

1

ssible

grasshoppers

the
n

1

term of service
Isted September

(

lerace in

I

.

principally in paint-

I

whi< h

ith

\\

began in [870, w hen he I icated at
In the foil* wing March he took
Emporia.
i

!

r\

ti

1

g* Id.
i

ir,

ness

fi

WILLIAM CHARLTON".
The prominent
ty,

Kansas,

comes up for

wb
c

se

citi

1

successfi
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of the leading' farmers in Halstead townwas born in Chester county. Pennsylvania, September 9. 1849.
Thomas Charl-

ship,

ton, his father, was born in England in
1S02. and until the was thirty-five years old
was a hand-loom weaver.
He came to
America at the age of seventeen years on
board a -ailing brig, which was six weeks
in reaching Xew York city.
At the age of
thirty-five he settled

on

a

farm of sixty acres

W

in
ty.

est Whitelarnd township, Chester counPennsylvania, where he lived out the re-

mainder of his days. About 1824 he married Jane Walker, who was born in his native -hire in England about two years later
than himself, a daughter of John Walker,
who with his family came to the United
the same vessel with Mrs. Charlton. Mr. and Mrs. Charlton had fifteen children and reared two sons and eight daughter- to manhood and woman
ood
Of these
the subject of this sketch and his sisters Kate
and Isabel are the only ones living. Kate is
the wife of John Opperman. of Lawrence,
Kansas, and has a son. Isabel is not married.
Richard, a brother of William Charlton, became a bricklayer and a furnacebuilder at Baltimore, Maryland, where he
died in

1897, a e d sixty-seven year-, survived by five of his six children, whom he
.?'

comfortable circumstances. Thomas
Charlton died about 1868, his wife aiboul
1863, and they are buried at Lyonville,
Chester. o uuty, Pennsylvania.
William Charlton received a limited

left in

common-school education, and

after his fa-

he attained his majority,
worked by the month on farms in Chester
county. Pennsylvania.
He came to Illinois
in the fall of 1870, and in the spring of [871
ti
Kansas, where he located on the southeast
quarter of section 12, Halstead township,
where his first abode was a sod house, which
covered a ground space of twelve by twenty
feet and was roofed with poles and dirt.
gbbor McBurney settled near him in
The first house on this section was
[873;
Mr. Hewings, and the second was
thai
the sod house mentioned, which belonged to
Mr. Charlton's sister, in which he lived for
five years, until his marriage.
ther's death until

1

1

i

In the summer of 1872 Mr. Charlfc n
and Alexander McBurney each had a yoke
of oxen and they joined their teams and
broke considerable prairie land, Mr. CharlIn 1876 Mr.
ton's first crop being sod corn.

Charlton visited the Centennial expositioii
rembejj
Philadelphia and was married
21, to Miss Mary E. Johnston, daughter of
Thomas Johnson, of Chester county. Pennsylvania, whom he had known since they had
been boy and girl together. The Johns ns
are an old and honored family of Chester
-county, and Mrs. Johnson's mother was
Elizabeth Good, a member of another highly
respectable Pennsylvania family. Mr. Johnson was buried Christmas day, [897, and his
good wife died in 1895: each had attained
Tib
the age of sixty-nine years.
George Johnson is married and is a prominent farmer in Chester county. Peun-ylvania.
Their daughter Annie E. is the wife of
William Moore, of Downingtown. Penn-ylvania; Mrs. Charlton, who had fair educaa
tional advantages and was a diligent
is a well informed woman of many graces
and accomplishments.
After his marriage and return to Kansas, Mr. Charlton built a frame house
n his
farm in which he and his wife began house!
keeping January 1. 1877. and in which they
lived until September, 1898, when he toafi
her, an invalid, to Eureka Springs, Arkansas.
When she returned six month- later.
considerably improved in health, they moyea
into their present comfortable home.
Mr.
and Mrs. Charlton are childless, but they
adopted Arab H. Steele, when he wa- eight

Nm

ait

1

years old and reared him as their
and he now has a wife and daughter and is
doing well on the homestead, both for him1

self and his foster-father.
Miss Ruby
comb, who is now an interesting girl if
1

came to them as their
daughter when she was four year-

teen years,

HoS
thir-

ail ptesl

old.

Mr. Charlton is honored by his neighbors not only as an upright, successful man,
but as a pioneer who helped to pave the way
for the achievements of others.
He is a

Master Mason and
stead Lodge, No.

cepted Masons.

4''.

lalmaster of
Ancient Free and Ac-

a past

With strong opinion

1

.

n

all
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imp.

nam

concerning
questions,
exceptionally well inf. rmed, he

political

which he

is

an independent voter, and it goes without
that he is not an office-seeker, and
he has never accepted any public office

is

sayin-

1

and

highway
in
which capacities he was
able to serve his fellow townsmen most effiAs a fanner he takes high rank and
ciently.
Mrs. Charlton are the owners of
ur hundred acres
pn ductive land
included in two farms.
Mrs. Charlti n is a
direct'

!

'T

1

member

f

1

i

Presbyterian church.

the

CHARLES

"

DENNO.

1'.

rs dut) under the -tar.- and strip
Charles 1'. Denim was reared to
farm life ami given a good cumin
education, and after his father moved to
town remained on the home farm until [878,
when he came to Kansas and cated in Ma-

di<

Civil war.

li

n tow nship,

cated in the ureal

ianians have been a fact- r in progand prosperity, and Canadians have
proven themselves t. be of the material of
-ens are made.
The subject
f
Indiana birth and of
of this i-kctch is
Canadian ancestry. Peter Denim, hi- father.
was born in Canada in 1822, and when a
young man went to Indiana, where he married Lucy A. Jaqueth. daughter of Asa Jaress

:

1

queth. a native of Vermont.

He became

a

boatman en the St. Ji seph's river and was
thus employed for some years when not enland-clearing- and fanning.
His
;

recAlcetmn- of the time when the underbrush was cut away and the large trees were
girdled on the Indiana homestead preparatory to planting drn. which when husked
was taken to mill on horseback over long
route- marked by blazed trees, were very
interesting.

Charles P. Denno was the first born of
twelve children, six - »ns and me
daughter of win 111 grew to manhood and

his parents'

womanhood.
Michigan.
braska.

1

David W. Denno lives in
Alonzo lives near Lincoln, Ne-

The mother

of these children,

now

aged nearly seventy-eight years, has been a
widow since 1879 an '' nves at Mishawaka.
St. Joseph o urrty, Indiana, with her daughter, practically keeping house and doing her
own housework. One f her - ns did sol-

1

Harvey county.

(878 Mr. Denno married Mrs. Rel eo iH n foot, w id- w of
Crofo and daughter of John and Deborah
Austin Williams. Her father, a native of
England, came to the United State- when a
boy with his father. Moses William-. Mr-.
Demi..'- great-grandfather, was an early
dairyman in Bi ston, Massachusetts, and his
farm was absorbed in the growing city, and
though he left considerable wealth Mrs.
In the spring of

<

1

1

)

Denno and

'

Wherever they have

1013

two sisters did not inherit
Her sisters are Mr-. Augusta
Stiles, a widow, who lives in I'm'
orado, and Ann Jane l'.alch, wife of Jen me
Balch, of Mishawaka, St. Joseph pounty,
Indiana.
The mother of these
died when Mrs. Denim wa- a babe and the
latter was in night up by her gran
Austin.
She was married in November,
any of

Iter

it.

1

1S59, at the age of fifteen year- and

-ix

to George Cri foot, to whom she
four daughters. Leimra is the wife of
Joel Nolder, of Macon township, and has a
son and daughter. Florence married Elias

months,

In ire

Mary Jane
Boniham, of Newton, Kansas.
married George Walton ami lives in Oklahoma; she has three daughter- and ne - n.
Maud, who married Leonard Gibb
in the fall of [895, aged twenty-f
leaving a son ami a daughter.
bers
Of their grandmother'
Clarence Gibbons is a
years, and Sylvia is an attractive Mi-Mr. and Mrs. Deni
twelve years.
Royal, their only child, in February. [886,,
he having died when he was seven year-,
seven months and two day- old.
lie wa- a
talented ami very precocious boy, who be-

1"

1

trayed a positive genius al< ng
Mr. and Mr-. 1 )eimo loca
one-hundred-and-sixty-acre farm

in

township in the fall of 1878, Mrs
and her four daughters arriving at

Mac

n
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few days before Mr. Denim came with
household effects. He had bought the
place in the preceding March for eleven hundred and fifty dollars.
About twenty acres
of it had been broken and an eighteen-bytwenty-foot house had been built upon it.
There was no shade upon the place except
what was afforded by one small cottouiwood
They planted many shade-trees and
tree.
have a fine orchard, and have linked the old
with the new in a most interesting way by
including their original house in their presMr. Denno
ent
comfortable residence.
gives bis attention to general farming, managing his home quarter section himself and
a

their

entrusting his other quarter section threeHis
fourths of a mile away to a tenant.
leading crop is wheat, of which he has
cleaned up twenty-two hundred bushels in a
single year, and lie raises considerable corn.
He has a small herd of cattle and keeps five
hi

rses.

Mr. Denno is a Republican.
wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and other members
of their .household are attendant upon itservices.
Mrs. Denno possessi
poetic talent, ami though she is largely selfeducated she has developed much literary
She is the author o'f between two and
taste.
three hundred impromptu, occasional and
memorial poems, nearly all of which have
been written since she took up her residence
in Kansas.
The following verses from her
pen were suggested by the death of her beloved daughter, Maud:

He

"Here our family

One by one

almost seem to see our loved ones
Beckoning from the other shore.

"Oh, the bliss and joy of heaven.
Oh, the rapture of the soul.
When we shall meet our loved ones

And

ALEXANDER

For her

this chilling

friend's will

sorrow

never know.

"Maud'- voice no more will thrill
Hearts her love bad lighted up;
Ob, this dreadful crushing sorrow
Must we drink the bitter cup?

BARTLEBAUGH.

by Alexander L. Bartlebaugh, who residiffl
on section 2, where he is extensively engaged in the raising of stock. He was born
in Indiana county, Pennsylvania, June 27,
1841, and his father, Mathias I'.artlebaugh,
was a native of the same county. There he
spent

Glad that she

L.

The farming interest of Newton n wnsbip. Harvey county, are well represented

about

'"We've laid the cherished O'f our household
Calmly in her bed so low.

our Savii ur there behold!"

MOTHER.

and

"Dearest Maud, Oh. how we miss you!
Here will be a vacant chair;
But in heaven we hope to meet you.
Fur there will be no parting there.

are broken:

We

Politically
his

ties

they're passing o'er;

name

bis

entire life, his death occurring
His wife bore the maiden
1871.
of Ann Fowler and was alsi b m.

reared and lived in Indiana county.
This
worthy couple became the parents of nine

and four sons, all of
reached mature years and were marwith the exception of two.
One son,
Archie, served as a soldier in the Civil war.
resp mding to the first call for troops to aim
in crushing out the rebellion in its incipiency
He joined the Eleventh Pennsylvania Re-

children, five daughters

whom
ried

serves and was killed in

the battle of the

Peninsula under General McClellan. There
he tills an unknown grave, bis remains having never been recovered.
He was in the
twenty-third year of his age when be laid
down his life a willing sacrifice on the altar
of his country. Another brother of the family, John D., died from an injury when a
youth.
The other member- of the family
have all departed this life with the exception
of our subject and bis sister. Mrs. Cameron,
The
of Clearfield county. Pennsylvania.
mother died in 1874 and was laid to re-, by
the side of her husband. The grandmother,
Mrs. Elizabeth I'.artlebaugh. died at the
home of our subject's parent- aboul [85J

when

seventy-five

wars

of age.

She had
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Mathias

Lighter.

Bai

!

the

from military sen ice
war and \vi re

red

i

the Civil

dwelling.

I

and

house

In

a half

the

fall

stantial

hank barn,

niforn

i

irh

discharge.

residi

en ted

Inch he

\\

1891 he buill

£

1

present

Ii-

carloads

five

in

largi

a

Fi

rock

of

1874.

a

forty by sixtj

the

in

basemenl and walls. This is one of the best
in central Kansas, its cost being over
eleven hundred dollars.
Mr. Bat
barns

rivileges.

He

attended

a

g

1<

schi

wind

ittle

hottse

:

\\

anil

>,

which

in

ad

si

it

e

in

anthem
has

iighs

He remained
i'ann until

e

earning

..an

Susquehannah

sixteen years
his

i

n n

li\

f

<

iog b}

was thus
months and in
lie

river,

u inter
seas

agricul-

i

raises
full-blooded short-torn cattle, his
herd averaging from sixty to one hundred
head.
a- the last twenty \ car. he has Cll'l
I-',

ated

£i\

his

halt" sectii

a

me

In

on

n

lai

E

1

1

in

lditii

..

growing wheal

farm,

acre-, corn

1

n to

sevent]

n

nd ats and ha)
"ii broad field-.
He. however, fed- all the
long products which he raises and likewise
buys some.
His rchard comprises between
four and five acre- f land and he als
g od grove upon his placi
Foi

1

1

.

the time
the Civil war
ilist and finally.
was accepted and assigned
Twi Hundred and Sixth
Pennsylvania Infantry,
lie was never in
tie, however, and was mustered
ul

and hickory tree- frv m the sei
and all of
this growth stands as a monument to his
enterprise and -kill. There 1- running water
near his house and In- attractive .

at Richni

purposes.

\t

rs.

he

made

three

in July,

1864,

f

i

i

lie

;.

1

lameness in his right
his non-acceptance when
^h1

isei

f

empfc

er the ser-

Mr. Bartlebaugh was married February
Miss Eliza A. Gcff, who was
1873.
hidiana. in 1841
EngE
In May, 5/2, Mr. Bartle-

11.

ti

i

-

his present homeaero
Newton township, Harvey-

.iv

irm

in

He

i

then

f

returned

which had been his place

1"
i

to

Missouri,

residence

jylvania in

1869.

f-n

.11

In

1870 he went to I'lackhawk. C loracl
r
a time he was employed in a
quartz mill and upon bis return he was marlife anew with a wife, who
to him has been a most faithful companion
journey.
He had a little shanty
twenty feet and in that they lived
For ne summer.
It had been built by a man

of tree-.

et)

hundred and
in

1

rder

ti

get

pi

ssessdi n

Bartle-

fifty

dollars

of this primitive

walnut

I

render his place a favorite
I

me

In- hi

of .Mr. an

has been blessed with
-"ii. died in
d

clii

a1

res

Ml

1

five childirei

infancy,

.

and

the age of six months.

Mai

el

TI

Marlm. who was born in [876
who 1- engaged in dressmaking in Xewti

are

and Lester, a youth
Mr. Bartlebaugh

who

lican

di ies

all

stalwart

a

is

in

hi-

pi

wer

I

growth and insun

the

party.

lie ha- served a-

i

for the past fifteen years and ha-

school
bi >th

ngS
1

d

the

ti

I

=1.111(1

\rm\
irch

/

it

i

the

f

Re-

he and hi- wife are m< mbi

nit.ii

m

w

n

of his

i-

well

Newti

in

-ram- him

n.

1

the Civil

deserved,

fi

r

E

have given their
le ha- ah
O lintr)
most loyal and patriotic citizen,
.

j.

1

discharging the duties of
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has been connected and thr ugh' ait
he has commanded the esteem and
conhdnce of his fellow men by reason of his
strong purpose and honorable career.

which

his

lie

life

.

Episcopal

which she was an
The father
member.

church, of

earnest and

loyal

passed away at the age of seventy-four.
was long recognized as a leading and
fluential citizen of his

He
in-

community, and for

forty years he took an active part in every-

M.

F.

thing pertaining to its substantial improveHis opinions carried weight in the
ment.

DRURY,

local councils of the

Nothing

man's

a

indicates

so plainly

character as the condition of property which
he owns, and the tine farm which Mr.
possesses and cultivates
enterprise, careful

business ability.

township,

is

Dairy

an evidence of his

management and good
This is located in White

Kingman

county, and

a valu-

is

able property, supplied with all modern acFr< »m an early age in the developcess* iries.

of the middle west the Drurys have
been prominent in the work of opening up
this region to civilization.
Our subject was born October 6, [851,

ment

Illinois, where his
and grandparents have lived; the
(Reynolds)
Priscilla
Isaiah and
latter,
Drury, were pioneers of the county and the
county,
Wayne
from
Illinois
went
to
former
Indiana, his home being on Whitewater
river, near Richim md. Representatives >i the
name participated in the Indian wars in that
Mrs. Drury
portion of the United States.
was a native of the Prairie state, and both
in

Rock Island county,

parents

;

1

the grandparents of our subject died in Rock
Eli Drury, the father of our
Island county.
subject, was reared and educated there and
became a miller, conducting a sawmill for a
number of years. He was very prominent
in all public affairs and in connection with
county offices to which he was called by the

He

vote of the people.

served

as

post-

master of Drury, which office was named in
honor of the family. He married Margaret
Hubbard, who was born in Bedford county,
Pennsylvania, and afterward resided in Ihio
and Illinois. They became the parents of
Hardin, now; defive children, namely
(

:

M. F., of this review; Minnie, who
has passed away; Mrs. Emma Ricketts. of
Illinois; and Melissa, who is living in Oakland. Iowa.
The mother died at the age of
seventy years, in the faith of the Methodist

ceased;

Democratic party, and

he served as county assessor, county coland in other offices, his incumbency
being due to the confidence and regard relector

posed in him by his fellow men. He was
true to every trust, and he retired from ofwith the confidence
fice, as he entered it,

—

and good will of all concerned.
M. F. Drury was reared upon his father's farm, ami in his youth also worked in
In 1884 he wedded: Lillie Johnthe mill.
son, a native of Lawrence county. Ohio, and
a daughter of Major John Johnson, who

won

his title as a

He was

born

member

in the

of the state militia.

Buckeye

son of William Johnson,

state,

who

and was

also

was

a
a

Ohio and was a loyal soldier in the
war of 181 J. John Johnson was united in
marriage to Caroline Ricketts, who was
born in Virginia, as was her father, John
native of

P. Ricketts. a representative of

one of the

and honored families of that state.
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson became the parchildren:
James; Mary,
six
ents
of
who passed away; Lillie; Ella J.; John P.;
and Charles W. who also is deceased. The
father was called to his final rest at the age
His political supof seventy-seven years.
port was given the Republican party and in
For
religious faith he was a Methodist.
sixteen years the family resided in Greenup
farm
in
the
line
owning
a
Kentucky,
county.
Mrs. Johnson now suvblue-grass region.
vives her husband, and at the age of seven-

old

years is living in Scioto county,
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Drury
Ohio,
has been blessed with three children; but
Johnson was killed at the age of nine years,
and they also lost one other bright boy, Eli
Clyde. 'Their living child is Clara Armeca.
ty-four

Mr. and Mrs. Drury began

their

do-

Rock Island. Illinois, and there
remained until 1887.— the year of their ar-

mestic

life in

MR.

AND

MRS. M.

F.

DRL'RV

AND FAMILY
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Kingman county. Here our subject
purchased land in White township, and to
day he is the owner of three hundred and
twent) acres, constituting a very valuable
lie elected a model frame residence
tract,
at a ci si of one thousand dollars; and upon
the place are ilso good barns and out-build'.in
rchard, which contains twent)
rival in

1

1

There

acres.

also a

is

g

1

grove, rich

well
cultivated
fields, and
good grade. All this is indicative
of the industrious and enterprising spiril of
the owner, who is justly accounted one of
the leading farmers of this community.
He
voted with the Democracy, but is now a
He has been a justice of
third-party man.
the peace, and he and his wife are members
of the Methodist Episcopal church.
His
Sterling qualities, his reliability and enterprise, are all qualities which command for
him the respect and friendship of his fellow

pasture-lands,

cattle of

Citizens.

\Y.

The

H.

McCAGUE.

this review is actively
connected with a profession which has important bearing upon the progress and stable prosperity of any section or cornmiundty,
and one which has long- been considered as
conserving the public welfare by furthering
the ends of justice and maintaining individual right.
He now has a distinctively
representative clientage and is and has been
connected with much of the important litigation held in the courts of this district.

subject

He makes

his

of

home

in

Medicine

l.<

due

where

he has resided continuously -nice
E884, with the exception of the five years

jaassed

in

<

is a native of Ripley counOhio, born in 1852.
On the paternal
side he is of Scotch and Irish lineage and his
grandfather. Thomas McCague, was one of

the early settlers of the

became

a leading

taking an active part

Buckeye state, where
and influential citizen,

in

Inited
1

II. McCague, the father of
ur
who was born in >hio. \\
passed the period of his eau
y utii
learned the miller's trade and also became a
foundryman.
Be possessed excellent business and executive ability and was iudustrious and persevering. When the country became involved in Civil war he r< 5p
the call for troops and in [86] became a
1

(

l;

member of the Twelfth Ohio Infantry, with
which he served for more than three years.
After his return home he Continued his residence in Ohio until 1866, when he rem. ved
to Mexico. Missouri, and in 1872 he took
up his abode in Boone county, that state.
Later he returned to Ripley count;
where he spent his remaining days, passing
away at the age of sixty-six.
Ie w;
voted member of the United Presbyterian
church, in which his father had served as
presiding elder fi >r many years. The mi rtfier
of our subject bore the maiden name of Agnes Dickens, and was born in Brown county,
Ohio, a daughter of Thomas Dickens,
E
I

She died in Ripley a unty, Ohio,
1S57, leaving six children, of wl
are yet living, the eldest being .Mrs. Mary
that Mate.
in

McElroy, of Greeley. Colorado. Thomas
who resides in Anderson county, Kansas, served there as county commissi
several years and at the time of the Civil
war he was a member of the Seventh Ohio
Volunteer Cavalry.
Mrs. Kate P. Gamble
is living in Mexico, Missouri.
Mrs
S.

D..

G. Kirkpatrick
(

Hiio.

Sally,

is

the

In

young

1

the public

schools of Ripley, Ohio,
of this review pursn

elementary education vvhiich was
merited by a course in the state university
at Columbia. Missouri, in which he was
graduated with the class f 1884. Thus prepared for the practice of law he entered upon
1

ution
t<

d his

He
-

In his religious views

of Cincinnati,
family,
Kansas.

resident!

a

died in Anderson county.

e
'

H< married
and among their children

Pres

'latter

subject,

the pioneer develop-

ment of that region. He strongly
principles and did all in
to crush out slavery.

I

was William

Mr. McCague

)klah< una.

Mr. McCague

ty,

lie

he was a
Catherine

1017

in

his profession
energies to hi
1

f

v

Alva, Oklahoma, where he remained
years, and with the exce]

live

and

''

r
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period, he has resided continuously in Medicine Lodge since becoming a representative

of the legal fraternity.

on

principles

leg-al

and

He

is

his

well informed

success

is

the

merited reward of his close application and
his devotion to his clients' interests.

Mr. McCague was united in marriage to
Purcell. of Medicine Lodge, who
was born in Illinois and pursued her education in the high school of Sterling, Kansas.
She is a daughter of James D. Purcell, of
Alva, Oklahoma, who came with his family
His wife bore the
to Kansas from Illinois.
maiden name of Deborah Reed and by her
marriage she became the mother of five children
Mrs. Jennie Brown, of Alva, Oklahoma; Mrs. Ida Bussy, of Savey, Illinois;
Mrs. McCague; Robert D., of Woods county. Oklahoma: and Ross R., also a resident

Lucy O.

1

:

of that territory.
For a number of years
the family resided in Sterling, this state.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. McCague has
been blessed with one child, Thomas Purcell, who was born January 3. 1902.
In his
political views our subject is independent
and nevertheless he has been called to public
office, serving as city attorney and police
judge. He belongs to the Ancient Order of
United Workmen, the Knights of Pvthias
fraternity, and the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, and has represented the last
named in the grand lodge. He has won f< ir
himself very favorable criticism for the careful and systematic methods which he has
followed
1

.

W.
W.

T.

T. Collins,

COLLINS.

who

is filling the office of
police judge of Medicine Lodge, is cue of
the well known officials of Barber county,

a man, who by the faithful perfarlmian.ee of
his duty, has gained the highest respect and
confidence of his fellow townsmen. He was
one of the b< ys in blue during the Civil war
who fought For the defense of the Union and
in days
f
peace he ha- been equally true
and
'1.
yal to his country's gi
He repre>

l'i

sents cue of the old families of Kansas, for
witli

his

parents be came to this state in

1856, a settlement being made in the northeastern part of Doniphan' county.

His father, the Rev. J. J. Collins, was a
native of Virginia and belonged to one of
the old families of that state descended

from Scotch-Irish ancestors, who were noted
for their integrity and patriotism.
In the
old
his

Dominion Rev. Collins spent the days of
boyhood and youth, obtained his educa-

there and afterward married' Sarah
Haynes, a native of Maryland.
He was
engaged for a long period in the shoe business and also devoted his attention to farm-ing.
He likewise was well known as a minister of the gospel and was found as the
champion of all measures for the uplifting
of man and for the development of Christion

tianity

among

those with

whom

he came

in

contact.
Strongly opposed to the practice
of slavery, he became a stanch abolitionist
freeKsoiler.
Coming to Kansas in 1856,
he was the contemporary of John Brown,
Jim Lane. Cyrus Leland, Sr., Dr. Pardee
Butler and other prominent members of the

and

who in 1850 struggled so
make Kansas a free state. He was

Freesoil party,
valiantly to

a

man

of fine physique, tall and weighing
two hundred pounds, and by his upright life
and fidelity to his honest convictions, he
commanded the highest respect wherever he
went. His wife, too, was loved for her many
excellent qualities of heart and mind.
Rev.
Collins passed away in 1874 at the age of
seventy-four years, his birth having occurred
in 1800, and his wife died when sixty-seven
years of age.
This worthy couple were the
parents of six sons and three daughters,
namely: Mrs. Maggie Wells, of Rossville,
Kansas; Mrs. Hannah Taylor, whose husband was in the Thirteenth Kansas Infantry: Mrs.

Mary

Mansfield,

who

is

living in

Troy, Kansas; W. T.. of this review; Joseph W., of Robinson, Brown county, Kansas; ('bark-, who makes his hlornie in Colorado; and three who have passed away.
was a member of
)f this number Daniel
Company II. of the Eighteenth Kentucky
Regiment! and died in Fort Smith. ArkanMajor Jamc- Collins was an officer in
sas.
he
n federate service and was also a beef
contract, r, furnishing beef to the army. G.
(

1

1

!i
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who was a member of the ThirKansas Infantry, died in Htawa. this

T. Collins',
teenth

(

[898.

state, in

our
taking up the personal history
E
we present to our readers one who
widel) and favorablj known in Barber
is
county.
He was born in Fayette county,
Pennsylvania, in 1847, and was only nine
years of age when he accompanied his parent- to I'' niphan county, Kansas,
He was
therefore reared among the scenes of the
frontier and became a strong and rdbusl boy.
He obtained his education in the public
nd was yel in his teen- when he
offered hi- services to his country becoming
a member of the Fourteenth Kan-..ai
airy, in which he served for two years, taking part in many battles and skirmishes, including the engagements at Prairie Grove,
Dripping Springs, Snyder's Mills, and at the
last named place he was taken prisoner by
the
rce under General Kirby Smith. Soon
afterward, he was paroled.
He saw much
active and arduous service in Missouri and
Arkansas and at length was honorably discharged, returning to his home with a credIn

1

subject,

1

fi

1019

and Mts. Collin- has been blessed with four
children, the tir-t two being twin-.
These
are Mr-. Sally Woodward, of Oklahoma,
and Mr-. Anna Fromani, of Medicine L dge.
The former wa- for three years prior b her
marriage one of the successful teachers of
Barber county.
Mr.-. Maggie MoCorkle is
a graduate of the high school of Medicine
I.* dge -1
the da-- of ifyN.
Kirk, the only
son of the family, 1- now a studenl in the
high school.
In his political affiliations the

Judge ha- been a stalwart Republican since
attaining hi- majority and has never swerved
in his fidelity to the principles of the party,
believing that it contain- the best elements
of good government.
In [899 he wa- elected and served as mayor of the city and is
now police judge. Socially he is connected
with Eldred Post, No. 174, G. A. R., of
which he has twice served a- ci mmander.

Over hi- public and private career there
no shadow of wrong or suspicion of
and wherever he has lived he ha- cot
ed uniform respect and confidence
gained a large circle of friends.

falls

evil.

and

itable military record.

ROBERT CLARK.

Once more taking up his abode in I> >niphan county. Mr. Collins there engaged in
working

in

wood and

in

wagon making. He

followed farming for a time and in
1874 he removed from Doniphan county to
Richardson county. Nebraska, establishing

also

home

in Xorth Rural, where he conwagon shop. Eleven years of his
were thus spent and on the expiration
of that period he came to Barber county in
1885. settling in Medicine Lodge.
Here he
has since made his home and has occupied a
very pri minent position in public affairs,
being a leading and influential citizen.
In the year 1871 Mr. Collins was united
in marriage to Miss Lizzie Kirk, who for
his

ducted a
life

thirty— ne years has been to him a faithful
companion and helpmate on the journey of
life.
She was born, reared and educated in
Kentucky and is a daughter of Washington
and Amanda (Wells) Kirk.
She had one
brother.

LTtion

\Y.

army

T.
as a

Kirk,

who

served in the
Sixteenth
of Judge

member of the
The home

Kentucky Infantry.

Robert Clark, who owns ami operates
four hundred and forty acres of rich laud
near Jewell City, Kansas, is a m si pn gressive agriculturist, as is indicated by his
well improved place, with its tine modern
buildings.
A native of Pennsylvania, he
wa- born in Juniata county, that state, December 14, 1854, and i- a -on of William

and Margaret MoCullough) Clark, b th of
whom were natives of Ireland'. The Father
came to the United States when he was
1

seventeen years ^i age. locating in Philadelphia, wdtere he followed different occupaof years.
He was marand soon afterward rem ved
where he engaged in
fanning and where he is still living
and honored resident of that locality. His
wife was a maiden of only eleven years when
she crossed the broad Atlantic to the new
world, and her death occurred in Juniata
county in 1890.
tions for a

number

ried in that city
to

Juniata

county,
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In the public schools near his boyh
obtained a
f this review
goi ^1 preliminary education, which was supplemented by study in Tuscarora Academy,
He engaged in
at Academia. Pennsylvania.
teaching school in his native county for
three years, and was a successful educator,
having the ability to impart clearly and con1

home Mr. Clark

the

others

to

cisely

i

knowledge he had

The year 1879 witnessed

quired.

Kansas, his

rival in

first

his

acar-

location heing- in

There he taught school

Brown a unty.
three years, and in

for

1882 he purchased his
present hornie in Brown's creek township,
Jewell county, seven ami one-half miles
southwest of Jewell City. In 1883 he took
tap his abode upon this tract of land and
s<

m

largely devoted his attention to

its

fur-

Hedevelopment and improvement.
taught school the first year he was here but
since that time he has been actively and successfully engaged in farming and stockHe has a splendidly improved
raising.'
place. "upon which is a modern and attractive
residence, two stories and a half in height
and constituting one of the finest country

ther

Upon the place
Jewell county.
there are 'also seen substantial and modern
The farm is four
barns and outbuildings.
hundred and forty acres in extent and much
lumes

which

is

num-

indicated by the large

ber of bonks to be found in their h< me. and
with the contents of which they are familiar.

In his political views Mr. Clark is a Popubelieving firmly in the principles of the
new party. In 1892 he was elected county
commissioner of Jewell county, in which
That
capacity he served for four years.
was a period of severe drought in this part
of the country and in his official capacity
Mr. Clark was called upon to exercise considerable business ability and judgment in
connection with the isuing of relief funds to
the poor and needy.
That he perfi rmed bis
work wisely and well is indicated by the fact
that his administration universally proved
a wise and strong one.
At the present time he is a member of the local
school board.
Kindly, genial and large
hearted, he has many friends throughout
this section of the state and well deserves
the high regard in which he is held.
His
property interests have all been acquired
list,

through his own efforts and his enterprise
and progress have been the foundatii n >1 nes
of his success.

in

under cultivation, while the remainder is devoted to pasture for the stock.
A mile and a half north of his present
home, on the 16th of April. 1884. Mr. Clark
was joined in wedlock to Miss Melinda E.
"Wagner, a native of Cass county. Illinois,
and a daughter of William S. and Lourana
(Bonine) Wagner. Her father, who was a

of this land

is

soldier in the Civil war, died in 1868. but her

mother

home

tastes,

in

is

living

still

Jewell

and

county.

yet

makes her

Mrs. Clark was

born on May 24. 1865, and came to Kansas
with her mother in 1880. Before her marriage she had been one of her husband's pupils in the local district school.
Five chil#
dren have blessed their union, namely
William Newton, Margaret Blanche. Cloyd
Lofton, Renwick Allen, and Amy Lourana.
The parents hold membership in the Methodist church.

They

are people of literary

SAMUEL GRIFFIN.
Samuel

Griffin

is

filling

the

office

of

county attorney of Barber county, to which
he was first elected in 1898. In no professi m does advancement depend more entirely upon individual merit than in the law;
not by gift, by influence, or by purchase
may it be secured. It must depend upon
intellectual attainment, upon keen discernment and strong reasoning powers and it
is these qualities which have
made Mr.
Griffin well
in

Barber

A

known

as a leading practitioner

count}-.

born in
Jo Daviess county in January,
1872, a son of George and Emma Strong)
Griffin, who were well known residents of
days
Warren. He spent his early boylt
with his relatives, his mother having died
when be was about four years of age; but
when still very young started out
make
native of Illinois, he was

Warren,

1

1

i<

1

hiwn way in the world. He acquired his
preliminary education in the public schools
1
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Kans
student

y-ears

and was

is

and

became

later

lie

was engaged

a

Kansas.

the state university of

in

teaching

in

m

a

ty to

the

-

led

st
capable educator, having
impart clearly and
knowledge he acquired, but
tin- as only a means to an
i

determined to make the
Accordinglj
law his life work.
f
lie beg; n studying and in
[898 he was arithe bar. since which time he has
He has
practiced in Medicine Lodge.
;ied his ability by the successful
many cases and as the public
gnized his power as an attorney,
it has ace rded to him a liberal and constantsad

1

:'

:

g clientage.
6th of November, [901, in Medige, Mr. Griffin was united in marMiss Blanche K. Young, a daughR. Young, who for years was a
business man. conducting a drug
e

page
of

ter

t

J.

Mrs.
this place until his death.
spent her girlhood days here, purer education in the public schools
wide acquaintance in this city, as

suing

pas Mr. Griffin, who has been in Medicine
He is an exemplary
Lodge since [885.
foember f the Knights of Pythias, also be:';e Masonic order, and in his political views is a stalwart Republican, being
•

zealous worker in the interests
In [898 he was elected county
attorney and on the expiration of his first
term he had filled the position so acceptably
that he was re-elected and is now the ina

of the party.

He has the happy faculty not only
of winning friends wherever be goes, but of

cumber.:.

a

:hem

closer to

him

as

the years

Possessed of laudable ambition
and unfaltering courage, he has steadily advance', in the line of his chosen work and
luring the past years has been associated with much important litigation in
BBSS

his district.

AMOS PROUTY
T

who

venerable resident of section 10,
township, Harvey county, Kansas,
his
mail through Newton

this

receives

rural delivery \.
1. belongs the honors of
Ann - Prouty who is now about
a pi< neer.
eighty-seven years old, and who has lived
.

Kansas since [871, was born in VerDecember 21, 1N15, and when a
two years was taken to Worcester
county, Massachusetts.
James Prouty, his
father, was born in
7S7 at Spencer, Mas\iii'- was reared and
sachusetts,
where
married lluldah Whittaker, of Oakham,
u etts,
ab ut [807.
Soon after
their marriage they removed to Vermont,
in

mjont,

I

r

returned

but

wihere

to

Spencer.

James Prouty died

~ix children four married.

in

Massachusetts,
[837.

Of

their

William Prouty,

[808, died at New
Boston, Mercer county, Illinois, ag<
seven years, and left a wife and two

the elde>t son, born in
fifty

children.

Julia

Ann Prouty married Robert

Baldwin and died

in the prime of life at
Massachusetts, leaving no children.
Ambs Prouty is the immediate subf
ject
Luria Ann married a
this sketch.
Mr. Hunt, who died at Waltham. Massachusets, leaving a son and a daughter.
\ iii'^
Prouty received a meager public-school education at Oakham, Massachusetts.
At the age of eleven years he left
In me and worked for a farmer till he was
seventeen years old, then became an apprentice to the boot and shoe maker's trade at
Spencer.
He worked at sin emaking until
[839, when he removed to Mercer county,
He was married in Spencer, in
Illins is.
[835, b Mary Lucy Stone, who was born in
1816 and who bore him twelve children, two
Illinois,
of
in Massachusetts and ten in
whom eight are living: Amos, the first
aged
died
Illinois,
in
in
born,
1850,
fourteen years. William II.. born in SpenMassachusetts. August 16, 1838, becer.
came a farmer, lived two miles northwest
from the homestead of the subject of this
sketch, and had two daughters and a son
and died March 17. 1902; Sinn mi H.. born
March 2. 1840. also lives near Amos and
has two daughters.
Mary Ellen, born in
Illinois, February 15, 1842. married a Mr.
M< ore, who died" in Montana, leaving three
children, and she again married and has

Waltham
1

four children by this marriage. John Murray, 1: rn February 21, 1844. also a farmer,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Macon township, and has one son
and two daughters. Andrew Franklin was
born February i, 1846. Henry Wallace was
Maria A. was
born November 17. 1S4S.
born April 3, 1851 and died when about one
year old. Lewis A. was born October 20,
1852, who farms in Macon township. Alice
Jane was bom October 3, 1854, and married
George Moshier. whom she has borne one
Luria was born
son, and lives in Oregon.
June 14, 1857, and married Frank E.
Streeter.
Lewis A. had a twin sister, who
The mother of the>e childied in infancy.
dren, who was born February 7. 1817, died

living in

home in Macon township, Kansas.
February 2. 1877. and in 1880 her husband
married Mrs. Susan Hallowed.
Mrs. Hallowed was born in Indiana a
daughter of Abel Summers, and was first
married to A. D. Cash, a native of the state
of Xew York, who died in Illinois in the
prime of life, leaving her with three of their
four children, one of whom had died. Her
son, George William Cash, of Rock Island,

hundred and sixty acres of virgin prairie
He
land, on which there was not a tree.
fifteen acres of fine, tall timber,
every tree of which he himself set out, and
twenty-five acres of orchard land, on which
he grows apples, peaches, pears, plums, apri-

now- has

and cherries. His large garden is one
of the best in its vicinity and he has a fine
Since his retirement from active
graperv.
life he has rented all his land except his
orchard and twenty acres on which he grows
cots

alfalfa.

JUDGE SAMUEL

at her

has a son. Her son. Thomas Cash,
Her son,
of Nebraska, has five children.
of Newton, Kansas, is a popCash,
J. J.
Mrs. Prouty. who
ular railroad conductor.
was ten years younger than her husband,
died suddenly November 26. 1901.
Mr. Prouty saw service as a soldier in
the Civil war in Company G. Twenty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry, in which
He entered
he enlisted in August, 1861.
the army as third sergeant and was honorably discharged for disability fifteen
Illinois,

months
been

in

later as first sergeant, after

having

hospital at Iuka, Mississippi, three

.He was long an
victim
f fever.
of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows and of the Grand Army of the
Republican in politics, he for
Republic.

m< nths
active

a

1

member

A

mlore than thirty years filled the office of
justice of the peace in Illinois and Kansas.
He was also four times elected county com-

missioner in the two states mentioned, and
has held important offices.
He has been a
Id.
[Jniversalist since he was nineteen years
Beginning life without means he located in Kansas thirty-one years ago, bringing wiili him a capital of seven thousand
dollars, and as an ex-soldier pre-empted one
1

F.

McGOWEN.

Samuel F. McGowen. the probate judge
of Harper county, Kansas, was born in
Carroll county. Ohio, on the nth of OcHe
tober, 1 83 1, and is of Scotch descent.
Mitchell)
is a son of Robert and Elizabeth
McGowen, natives of Pennsylvania. The
1

father, who was a fanner by
removed to Ohio in early manhood, and
there his death occurred in 1839, but he was.

occupation,,

survived by his wife until 1875. when she,
too, passed away.
In their family were six
children: T. J.', who followed the teacher's
profession in Bushnell, Illinois, but is now
retired from active labor; R. A., a prominent farmer of Harper county. Kansas;..
Mattie J., the wife of C. C. Whitman, also
of this county; Samuel F., the subject of
this review; John C, who died in Bluff
City, Kansas and Nancy, the deceased wife;

H. Milieu.
Samuel F. McGowen remained on thehome farm until his fourteenth year, and at.
that time, having become proficient in the
concert and rhyme system of teaching
geography, he was tendered a position at
of

J-

that youthful age, receiving twenty dollarsa month in compensation for his services,,

common wages then paid being from
Before entering
twelve to fifteen dollars.

the

upon the duties of

this

position,

however,

he had spent one year at the Salem Eclectic Institute, and for thirteen years thereafter he was engaged in teaching in Ohio,
during which
Illinois. Iowa and Kansas,
time he als© spent some time at the Carroll

County Eclectic

Institute, at Carrolltatfl
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1854 he located in Pike county,
the Kinderhook
lie taught
for a time, am! then for one year

Ohio.

In

where

Illinois,

School

he was employed a- a clerk m a st< re in
Mi- next place >f residence
ty,
was at Fulton, where his maternal uncle,
Robert Mitchell, then resided, and there he
was engaged in teaching for two years.
From there in April. 1859, nc wen< '" "
tumwa, Iowa, where he spent the foil wing
In April.
eighteen months as an instructor.
[861, with- two companions, he started on
across the
g and arduous journej
piains, hi- objective point hem-- Denver,
ami in that state he was engaged
in mining ami prospecting for two years,
gc ing from there to Montana,
where he
1

'

1

I

.

a gaged
c

in

fin

m

In the

own

ac-

fair success in the

un-

mining on

meeting with

unt,

dertaking.
ed

placer

his

autumn of 1866 he startPark on a ilat boat

the Yellowstone

down

the Yellowstone and Missouri rivers
Sioux City. Iowa, thence returning to
Fulton county, Illinois, where he again took
up the pr fession of teaching, but on acf ill
health he w as s. n m obliged to
o unt
abandon that occupation, and again, in
company with a friend, started on a westward journey, Oregon being their destinaOn reaching Greenwood county,
tion.
Kansas, however. John Duncan (a cousin I,
who was then located there, induced the
gentlemen to stop in the Sunflower state,
and from that time until the following September ur -ubject made his home in Green\. ood
a unly. Fn >m there he removed to
Bmpi ria. where he was employed at the
carpenter's trade, and he remained in that
to

1

1

1

city until the

he engaged
In

year after his marriage, when
farming in Coffey county,

and

I

to

May J. Hoover, a native of Indiana, and
they had two children.
Arthur \\ "., assisttreasurer of Harper county, and Elmer II.. a prominent teacher of mis county.

—

ant

on

the 22d of June, 1S7S. Mr. McG wen
was united in marriage to Mrs. Carrie
In the public life
f hiBrown.
cality he
has
ng taken an active and leading part,
and in [896 he was elected on the People's
ticket
the office of probate judge of
Harper county, and he removed from his
farm to Anthony to assume the duties
that important positionj of which he was
the incumbent for two years.
After an interval of two year> he was again elected
to that
flftce, and during the years of 1898-9
he served as police judge of Anthony, while
in 1900 he was again made probate judge
of Harper county.
While residing on his
farm in this county he served for about ten
year- as a justice of the peace, and during
li

1

li

t

1

E

1

his residence in Coffey

county he also served

in that capacity as trustee of In-

townshi]

and village and in many other of the local
office-.
For the past fifty years he has been
a worthy member of the Masonic fraternity.
He has attained prominence in both business and social circles, while in private life
no man in Harper county has more friends
than he. and they have been won and are
being retained by his attractive personality,
hi- outspoken devotion to the be-t interests
of the community and his mental ability,
which is of a high order.

in
1

87 1. however, he abandoned

Burlington, Kansas, but in 1S74
he again returned to his country home, and
while there residing his wife died.
Four
years later he resumed the real-estate business at Burlington, hut in 1886 he left that
city and came to the newly organized
1111ty
Harper, purchasing one hundred and
sixty acres of land in Silver Creek township.
1

the

following ten years gave his
general agricultural pursuits
and stock farming.
In Hmporia. Kansas, in .March. [868,
Mr. McGowen was muted in marriage to
for

attention

THOMAS MURPHY".

the wt rk of the farm and for the following
three years was engaged in the real-estate
l1
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Thomas Murphy

is

the

owner of

a fine

farm
f
one hundred and sixty acres in
Medicine Lodge township, Barber county,
and there by legitimate business interests he
is gradually acquiring a handsome competence which is well deserved, for his career
has been ever characterized by diligence,
perseverance and straightforward.
1
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His residence in the county dates from
88 5. He was born in Clermont county,
Ohio, January 2j. 1850, and is a son of Joseph D. and Alary A. (Cramer) Murphy,
both of whom were also natives of the
Buckeye, state. The father was a farmer by
1

occupation!, but when the country sought
for the aid of her loyal sons to suppress
the rebellion in the south, he put aside business cares and joined an Ohio regiment
which went to the front in defense of the
Union. Socially he was connected with the
Masonic fraternity and the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and held membership in the Methodist church, shaping his
He died at
life ace rding to its teachings.

widow

the age of fifty-three years, and his

living in Medicine Lodge, Kansas,
age of seventy-three years. In their
Adam, who was
family were ten children
a soldier of the Civil war and is now living
in Knox county, Illinois; and Thomas, HenSarah,' Rebecca. Allison. William,
rietta.

now

is

at the

:

John, Ida and Eva.
Under the parental roof the subject of
this -ketch spent his childhood days, his
time being passed in the usual manner of
farm lads of the period, his educational
privileges claiming

his

attention

through

the winter months, while in the summer season he contributed his share of work to the
In Septemcultivation of the home farm.
ber, 1S73, he gained as a companion and
helpmate for the journey of life Miss Nancy
Pierce. Who was born in Clermont county,

Chin,
I

v

(

ir.-mt

a
1

daughter

of

Jasper

The

Pierce, of Ohio.

ted hi- attention to

otf Barber county; Clifford
Mr-. Goldie B. Stone; Ethel M. Joseph E., Allie R.
Minnie M. and Olive
Acha.
In the year 1880 Mr. Murphy and his
family left Ohio and removed to Knox county, Illinois, where they resided until 18S5,
since which time they have made their home
in Barber county, Kansas, with the exception of three years passed in Colorado^.
Upon his return Mr. Murphy purchased one
hundred and sixty acres of land, on which
he has erected a nice residence and made
many substantial improvements. There is
an attractive grove and a fine orchard on

cessful teachers
]'..:

;

;

place and all modern accessories are
there found, indicating the owner toi be a
man of progressive spirit and practical ideas.
His place is located on the antelope flats,
and one hundred and thirty acres of his
He has served
land is under cultivation.
as a member of the school board and is
deeply interested in the schools of the locality, realizing how fully the strength of
the nation rests upon her educational system.
His wife is a member of the Church
of God. They are people of the highest respectability, who during their residence in
his

Barber
friends.

county

has achieved
labors.

have

made many warm
Murphy

Whatever success Mr.

He

is
is

the direct result of his own
and perse-

resolute, diligent

vering and thus he has gained a good In une
and derives therefrom a good annual income.

Acha

and

father de-

farming throughout

business career and died in January,
1902, at the age of about eighty-five years.
His wife was called to her final rest when

CHARLES

H.

DAVIS.

his

They were

she was fifty-three years of age.
Henry James,
the parents of ten children
served for three years as a soldier in
v h
an Ohio regiment during the Civil w ar and
is now deceased: Jeremiah, who has passed
:

;

Mary: Sarah; Belle: Lydia AnUnto
thony; -Mr-. Murphy: and Charles.
our subject and his wife have been born
eight children: Mrs. Lillie P. Nelson, who
prior to her marriage was one of the suc-

away;

;

Charles II. Davis is engaged in general
farming and stock-raising in section 22,
Galesburg township. Kingman county, and
is well known in this part of Kansas as one
who has been an important factor in its development along all lines of material civic
advancement. He came to this county without capitalistic reinforcement, but has that
best of equipments,

—strong

heart,

willing

hands and determined purpose, and he has
so applied his energies as to attain a success
of no indefinite order, while his course has

CHARLES

H.

DAMS.

BIOGR.U'IIh
such as to retain to him the con
fidence and high regard of the people of the
communit)
1

>a\ 1- 1- a native of the state of
Mr.
Maryland, having been born in Harvard
county, on the 27th of October, [851.
His
father. Philip R. Davis, was born in the same
I

where he eventuall)
manufacture
woolen g
state,

1

i

engaged
Is,

in

the

being ever

community
where lie maintained his home. He was a
son
Reece Davis, who was born in Wales,
where the family was an ancient and honoreil "lie. an. as a young man he emigrated

licit

highesl esteem in the

in the

1

1

i

I

to

America, where he believed were afforded
opportunities

for

individual

ac-

colonies essayed the task of
throwing off the yoke of British tyranny,
he joined the army fighting for liberty and
and rendered yeoman service as one of the
tiie

and loyal soldiers of t.ie Continental
during the great Revolutionary conle married Rebecca Sacket, who likepet.
wise was a native of the fair and rock-ribbed
Their son, Philip R.
countrv of Wale-.
valiant
line

1

Davis," after attaining his

he also held the ..hire .if p. stmaster, and he
was ur known and highly honored in the
community. In polities he was a lemocral
"f the facicsonian type, and after his removal
]l

1

to
.

Kingman county

legal

majority,

married in Pennsylvania, to Louisa B.
Kins, who was born November 5. 1815, and
ed his devoted companion and helpmeet during the long years of their married
She was a daughter of W. L. King,
life.
Iras

he served as a

member

le
the board of trustees of his county.
a birthright member of the Society of
Friends, and ever clung to the tenets of that
1

1

was

simple and
identified

Odd

in .hie

with

faith.

the

I

Fraternally he

ndependent

His wife, who was

<

>rder

was
of

devoted
member of the Baptist church, survived him
the age
at
awaj
passing
years,
by ah..ut four
Fellows.

a

Her many beautiful traits
of seventy-five.
of character endeared her to all who came
within the sphere of her gracious influence,
and her memory

complishment.

When
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.11.

is

the hearts of those

reverently enshrined in
Philip
her.

who knew

R. and Louisa B. (King) Davis became the
parents of eleven children, tvv.. of whom
The nine who attained
died in childhood.
Reece,
years of maturity were as follows:
Samuel. Sarah A.. William K, Alice L..

Amanda F.. Catherine K. and
Lessons of industry, honesty and
purpose were instilled into the
res. .lute
minds of the sons and daughters, so that
thev became useful and valued members of
society, and of the nine who thus reached

Charles H.,
(

>rge B.

,e.

maturity six are living

at the

time of this

.

who was

war of t8l2. In
R. Davis removed with his fam-

a soldier in the

1854 Philip

to Vermilion county, Illinois, settling
near Danville and there devoting his atten1868.
tion to agricultural pursuits until
when he removed to Barry county, Mis-

ily

souri, locating in the vicinity of Cassville,
where he continued farming until 1880.
lie came to Kingman county. Kansas.
For several years after his arrival here lie

when

.me with the subject of this
[884 he engaged in the general merchandise business in Waterloo, this
Bounty, and continued in this line of enterprise until his death, which occurred on the
25th of November, 1886. at which time he

made

his

In

writing.

Charles II. Davis was three years of age
his parents removed from Maryland
llin. .is, and in the public schools of Ver-

when
to

I

milion county, of the latter state, he received
his early educational discipline, while under
his father's watchful care and guidance he
became an industrious and reliable youth,
having been sixteen years f age when the
,

family removed to Barry county. Missouri.
There he continued to he identified with
agricultural pursuits until [878, when he
came to Kingman county and here secured

t

sketch, hut in

government claim of one hundred and sixty
acres, to which he has since .added, as time
and financial resources justified, until his
landed possessions in Kingman county now
have an aggregate area of three hundred and

had attained the advanced age of seventyWhile a resident of Waterloo
five years.

sixty acres, constituting one

farms

in

of

the

finest

Galesburg township, while he also
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a third interest in a ranch of five thousand acres, in Gray county. His fine residence, with its attractive furnishings, in-

owns

and cultured tastes of its
There are on the place a beautiful
grove and a good orchard, while the barns,
sheds and other permanent improvements

dicates the refined

inmates.

are of the best order. The well tilled fields,
the fine pastures and the high-grade live
stock, all give evidence of the progressive

and effective methods brought to bear
by the owner, and he has gained a due quota
of success from the discriminating applicaIn connection of bis energies and ability.
tion with general agriculture he also raises
cattle and hogs and thus adds considerably
to his income. His success has been the diaspirit

metrical result of his careful
well defined

purpose

and

management,

unflagging

in-

dustry.

Mr. Davis gives his political allegiance
Democratic party, and he has been
upon to serve in several township

to the

called

offices,

while he has been a

member

of the

board of his district for several years.
He a stanch friend to the cause of education and has been very zealous in promoting
the efficiency of the local schools through
everv means in his power. Both he and his
sch. ml
is

members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, in which he is serving as
As
treasurer of the church at Waterloo.
a member of the building committee he has
rendered most timely and effective service
and has been a liberal contributor to the
church work and a supporter of its. collateral
wife' are

benevolences, while he takes a deep and actHe is a
ive interest in the Sunday-school.
man whose sterling character is uniformly
acknowledged and his integrity of purpose
in all the relations of life is beyond question.

On the 27th of September. 1888. Mr.
Davis was united in marriage to Miss Mary
F. Waddle, their marriage being solemnized
in Greene county, Missouri, who was born in
Washington county. Arkansas, near Fayetteville. being the daughter of Young De
Waddle and Nancy Jane (Floyd) Waddle.
Her father was born in Chariton county,

Missouri, on the 22d of November, 1S25,
and the greater portion of his life was devoted to teaching and to the work of the
Christian ministry, as he was an ordained
clergyman of the Methodist Protestant
He began teaching at the age of
church.

seventeen years, his first school being in
Cooper county. Missouri, and he was one of
the pioneers in the organization of the present and effective school system of southwestern Missouri, from which state he removed eventually to Arkansas, where he was
'

a member of the state legislature, as a representative from Washington county, from

1863 to 1865. He enlisted as a Union solArkansas Battery, and was in

dier in the
service

from April

in.
[865,
discharge.

when he

1863. until August
received his honorable

9.

While thus serving

as a soldier

he was granted a leave of absence during
the time the legislature was in session, and
during the war lie was a member of the
Christian commission,, having received the
He
appointment from President Lincoln.
was signally faithful and zealous in all the
relations of life, was a true patriot, a friend
of progress and a devoted student until his
death, having been a man of high intellectHe was a great reader and a voluuality.
minous writer, but his writings were never

published with the exception of a number
of lvric poems, mainly in regard to conditions and events of the Civil-war epoch. He

was the author of the hymn, "We Shall
Other There," which is found
He was
in many popular song collections.
an honored and prominent member of the
Grand Army of the Republic, and in con-

Know Each

nection with the loyalty of the family it is
interesting to advert to the fact that Mr.
Waddle had a brother who was in active ser-j
vice in the Mexican war, that one of his sons

was a Union soldier in the Civil war and
that one of his grandsons enlisted for service in the Spanish-American war. He died
from an attack of pneumonia, January 30,
1SS6, at his home in Greene county. Missouri.
Mr. Waddle was a son of Martin
Waddle, who was of Scotch descent and was
horn in Kentucky, to which state his parents

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

Herbert L., who wa- born Octo[889; and Nellie C. who was born
February 26, [892.

namely:

emigrated in an early day, locating in Hart
county, where one of the entrances to the
Mammoth Cave was on their estate. Mar)
De Lamar, the wife of Martin Waddle, was
the daughter of Young DeLamar, who was
born in France, whither he came to America
with Genera] Lafayette, under whom he
served as a valiant soldier during the war of

ber 6,

T. L.

LINDLEY.

The

history of the state as well as that
of a nation is chiefly the chronicle of the
lives and deeds of those who have conferred

the Rev Jution.
1

Nancy Jane (Floydl)
mother of Mrs. Davis, was

1027

Waddle,
a

the

daughter of

Ash Peter Floyd, Jr.. who was horn in or
near Raleigh, South Carolina, and who mar-

honor and dignity upon

society.

judges the character

f

ried Elizabeth Cox, a daughter of Hawkins
and Rebecca (Skeen) Cox, the former of
whom was a soldier in the war of the Revo
Ash Peter Floyd. Jr.. was an orration.
dained clergyman in the United Brethren
church and devoted the greater portion of

that of

it>

1

.1

The world
community by

representative citizens, and yields

tributes of admiration

and respect for
genius, learning or virtues of those
wdiose works and actions constitute the record of a state's prosperit) and pride; and
its

the

as exemplified in
is in their character,
probity and benevolence, kindly virtues and
integrity in the affairs of life, are ever affording worthy examples fi <r emulation and

it

vineyard of the divine Master. His father. Ash Peter Floyd.
Sr
was horn in Scotland, whence he emigrated to Raleigh, South Carolina: his wife,
whose maiden name was Ann Bonner, was
his life to service in the

.

of Irish lineage.

Nancy Jane (Floyd) Waddle, the
mother of Mrs. Davis, was born in North
Carolina. March 11. 1827. and she was a
child at the time of her parents' removal
to Missouri.
She became a Christian at an
early age. uniting with the Methodist Protestant church, and has always been hospitable and charitable, a loving and devoted
wife and mother, and she still lives at her
old home near Ash Grove, Greene county.
Missouri. For one of her advanced age her
mind is very clear and active, and she is
still a great reader, keeping herself well informed on the events and issues of the day.
Her Bible, however, is her standard of study.
Of her nine children, four sons and five
daughters. Mrs. Davis was the sixth in order
of birth and one of the eight who are still
living.

Mrs. Davis was reared and educated in
in which state she was a popular
and successful teacher, as also she was later
in the schools of Kingman county, Kansas.
Mr. and Mrs. Davis have two children,
Missouri,

valuable lessons of incentive.

;

To a student of biography there is
nothing more interesting than to examine
the life history of a self-made man. and to
detect the elements of character which have
enabled him to pass on the highway of life
many f the companion's of his youth who
at the outset of their careers were more adThe
vantageously equipped or endowed.
subject of this review has through his own
position
and
exertions attained an honorable
1

marked prestige among the representative

men

of the west, and with signal consistit may be said that he is the architect
own fortunes, and one wdiose success
amply justifies the application of the some-

ency

of his

what hackneyed but most expressive
"a sdf-made man."

title

Of

such a class is T. L. Lindley a repHe has indeed been an importresentative.
ant factor in public affairs here and is now
extensively and successfully engaged in the
abstract and real-estate business in Medicine T.. dge. He claims Pennsylvania as the
cstate of his nativity, his birth having
curred near Little Washington. Washington o mity. Pennsylvania in the year 1850.
mily that
He is a renresentative
1
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resided at Lindley Mills, that county.
His
father, Cephas Lindley, was a prominent
and influential resident of that locality and
a son of Benjamin Lindley, who was
one of the early settlers of western Pennsylvania, where he died at the extreme
old age of ninety-six years.
His son

Cephas

devoted

the

greater

part

of

his

business

career to dealing in stock and
a profitable source of income.
He
carefully conducted his business interests
and his enterprise and capable management

found

it

brought to him success.
His death occurred in 1898, when he had reached the

age of eighty-three years. His wife, who
maiden name of Anna Hanna, was
of Scotch-Irish ancestry and belonged to
the same family of which Senator Marcus

-bore the

1 [anna
Cleveland is a member. She was
a daughter of John Hanna, one of the leading and influential citizens of Washington
1"

1

O flinty, 'ennsylvania. By her marriage she
became the mother of two sons and four
daughters. The subject of this review was
the fourth in order of birth and the only
other member of the family who resides in
1

Kansas
ini

is Mrs.
Chanute.

Under

Mary Day, whose home

is

now engaged ini the real-estate and abstract
business and has handled much valuable
property and negotiated important real-

He has a full set of abBarber county and has in charge
the sale of a large number of good farms
and cattle ranches^ No man in the community has better knowledge of realty values or is more thoroughly informed conestate transfers.

stracts of

cerning property interests in this portion of
the state.
His office is situated in a brick
building and comprises an attractive suite
of rooms well furnished.
He has an able
corps of assistants and enjoys a large clientage.
Mr. Lindley is likewise engaged
in the stock-raising business and his large
ranch of four hundred and fifty acres is
divided into pastures, in which are found

many head

—

known

in social circles here. She was reared
and educated in Coffeyville, Kansas, and
was a daughter of Captain N. B. Blanton,
of Hazelton, Kansas.
She died in 1888,
leaving three children: Esme, who is now

a

the parental

of this review spent his
1

roof Mr.

Lindley

boyhood days,

ac-

quiring his education in the public schools
of Washington county and of Waynesburg,
Pennsylvania. He was a successful teacher
for two years, following that profession in
Bluff City. Illinois, and in Atwater, Ohio.
He has been a resident of Medicine Lodge
since 1876, and his efforts have been a
potent influence in promoting the welfare
of the town and county along many lines
of progress.
He was connected with the
Citizens National Bank of this place for a
number of years, acting as assistant cashier for two years, while for a similar period
he was vice-president of the First National
Bank. He was also elected to the office of
county superintendent of schools and his
deep interest in the cause of education led
to his effective labors in behalf of the school
interests here.
He did much to raise the
standard of intellectual intelligence, and the
influence of bis work is vet felt.
He is
1

of line cattle.

In this county Mr. Lindley was united
marriage in 1880 to Miss Emma Blanton, of Kiowa,
a most estimable lady well
in

student

in

the

comimercial college at

Wichita; and Herbert and Frank, at home.
Mrs. Lindley was but twenty-five years of
age when called to her final rest. She held

membership in the Presbyterian church and
was a lady whose many excellent traits of
character had gained for her a large circle
of friends, who greatly mourned her loss.
In 1890 Mr. Lindley was again married, his
second union being with Airs. Laura Wadsworth, who was born, reared' and educated
in Illinois, her parents
line

(Ellis)

being

J. C.

Wadsworth, who are

and Aderesidents

of Barber county.
The children born of
the second marriage are Clifford B., Glenn
E. and

Gordon W.

Lindley has always given his politsupport to the Republican party and
in advocating its principles.
Since residing in Medicine Lodge he was
elected to the office of mayor, in which position he served for two years, his administration
being practical and progressive.
Fraternallv he is connected with the IndeAir.

ical

is

most earnest
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pendent Order of Odd Fellows and the
\m.''ii Ordei
Workmen and
raited
both he and his wife hold membership in
which he is
the Presbyterian church, in
te withholds his aid and
is elder.
i

l

i

1

m
i<

i

in

pn veof general
marked;

g<

movement

'

*

<d

and

benefit

in

social, mora! and
vement of Barber cunt}

JOHN

C.

efifi

«rts

intellectual

material,
pri

calculated

ha\ e
promoting the

his

hn-

.

XICHOLSOX.

Mr. Nicholson is a native of Parke
bounty, Indiana, born January 2, 1862. His
lather, David Nicholson, was born in the
kighlands of Scotland in June, 1835. and in
1842 was brought to America by his parJ Im and Margaret Nicholson. They
were six weeks upon the ocean and landed!
at Picti u, Nova Scotia, whence they proceeded two years later to Baltimore, Maryland, removing from there to Parke county,
Indiana, where they cast in their lot among
tots,

Me was

the pioneer settlers.

a

shoemaker

In
trade and also carried on fanning.
his family were three sons and two daughlis first wife, the grandmother of our
ter-.
h\

it

his place of

ab de

until

[883,

when

he -

Id

larin Indiana and came to
\ e\
county, Kansas.
Here he settled on a
quarter section of laud, two miles southhis

pr perty

I

wesl of Newton, removing later to Staff* dd,
* k
up theii
where thej have since
They reside in the third
ward and both are yet enjoying g
health,
their mental and physical
faculties
being
still unimpaired.
Nine children were born
unto them, of whom eight are yet In nig:
John ('., of this review: Isabella, the wife
of William Brownlee, a farmer of Reno
county. Kansas: Mary L., the wife of W.
H. Ball, a merchant of Newton'; James 1).,
who is superintendent, secretary and manager of the Gas & Electric Company, of
Newton William A., who is living n the
home farm Frank, a a al dealer of Xew b m
Ge rge V, who died at the age of twentytwo wars; and Anna, the wife of Milburn
how 11, who resides upon a farm in Macon
township, west of Newton. There are also

but about
the

[895 thej b

of Newton',

c,t_\

made

home.

their

I

1

1

;

:

;

1

nineteen living grandchildren.

After pursuing his elementary educaJohn C. Nicholson entered upon a highschool course in Martinsville, Indiana, and
tion

was a Miss Bain in her maidenShe died in Pictou, Nova Scotia,

became a student in the Central Normal
same state, after which
he engaged in teaching for five years, prov-

surviving but a short time after the family
landed in America. The grandfather afterward married and resided in Parke county,
Indiana, more than forty years, and spent
hi- last days in Newton, Kansas, where he

ing a capable instructor by reason of the
readiness and clearness with which he imparted to others the knowledge he had acquired.
He took up the study of law in
Xew ton in [886, under the direction of Jo-

died in his eightieth year.

seph W. Ady, who later was the United
States attorney for the district of Kansas.
Mr. Nicholson was admitted to the bar

1

Subject,
pfood.

David Nicholson was reared on the
farm, and wedded Mary Catherine DickSon, a daughter of the Rev. James Dickson,
His
an Associate Persbyteriain minister.
f
[sawife, who bore the maiden name
ltern, was a native of Scotland and
The
a descendant of Sir John Graham.
parents of our subject were married in
parke county, Indiana, March 3, 1861, and
began their domestic life upon a farm there.
The father was also a carpenter and builder
1

for the erection of many
He resided
cality.
buildings in that
n his farm, which was just across the road

and to k a ntracts

1<

!••

m

the

1

Id

Nicholson homestead, making

later

College, of Danville,

February 29. 1S88. and became a member
of the firm of Ady & Nicholson'; July 1,
1890, the firm became Ady, Peters X Nicholson, and now is Peters X Nicholson, the
pre-eiit firm being maintained since the 1st
[895, when Mr. Ady removed to
This is one
Colorado Springs. Colorado.
of the leading law firms of central Kansas
and they have a large clientage, connecting
of July,

them with much of the important

litigation

tried in the courts of this part of the state.

Mr. Nicholson is well versed in
law and is seldom, if ever,
E

at fault
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in the application of a legal principle or
precedent to the subject under consideration.
He is strong in argument, logical in
reasoning and gifted in oratory, and has
attained to an eminent position as a representative of the legal fraternity of Harvey
county.
In his political views Mr. Nicholson is
a most earnest Republican and few men in
private life are better informed on the issues of the day, but he has never sought or
He has, however, served as
desired office.
chairman and secretary of the county central committee and does all in his power to
promote the growth of the party and secure
He was the
the election of its candidates.

president of the Commercial Club of

New-

ton for five years, and soon after his election
to the office he began the task of securing
the removal of the railroad shops from
With the aid of
Xickerson to Newton.
other influential citizens this was accomplished in 1897, and has been of the greatest possible benefit to

Newton.

He

is

also

the vice-president of the Midland National
Bank, and the vice-president and treasurer
of the Gas & Electric Company, and a part
owner of the Kansan Republican.
On the 10th of October, 1891, Mr.
Nicholson was joined in wedlock to Miss

Morse, of Emporia, Kansas, a
She
daughter of the Rev. T. C. Morse.
Carrie C.

3, 1863, and died March
23, 1899, at the age of thirty-six years,
leaving one child, Mary Morse Nicholson,

was born January

One child,
July 23, 1897.
Margaret, had died' at the age of two years.
Mr. Nicholson has a very pleasant dwelling, built of brick and stone, on East Fifth
street.
He stands as one of the most prominent and honored men of his adopted city.
His business interests are so extensive that
they have brought him splendid success and
yet they have also been of that character
who was born

good while
promoting individual prosperity. No movement or measure that has for its object the
that contribute to the general

upbuilding of the city seeks his aid in vain,
and what he has done for Newton cannot
be adequately told in words. His business
methods have at all times been such as bear
the closest investigation, and the most en-

vious cannot grudge him his success, so
honorably has it been gained and so worthily

used.

J.

B.

GANO.

On

the roster of Barber county's officers
appears the name of J. B. Gano, of Medicine Lodge, who is now serving his second

term as

sheriff,

having continuously

filled

the position since 1898.
By the discharge
of his duties he has awakened the confidence of all law-abiding citizens and the

dread of those who do not hold themselves
Neither fear
amenable to laiw and order.
nor favor can deter him from the faithful
his
reputation
his
duty
and
performance of
His resias an official is above question.

dence in the state covers a period -of twenty*
one years and since 1884 he has made his
home in Barber -county.
As Mr. Gano is widely and favorably
knuwn, his history cannot fail to prove of
He was
interest to many of our readers.
born in Winchester, Virginia, a place of hisinterest on account of Sheridan's
t< ricafl
ride of twenty miles, at which time he
turned the tide of battle and changed defeat
into victory.
The Ganos were of an old
ami prominent family of Virginia, celebratThe
ed for integrity and business ability.
natal day of our subject was March 3, 1S59,
and his parents were Daniel and Bettie
(Grove) Gano. The father was born and
reared in Vrginia and was a planter of that
state, successfully conducting his agricultural pursuits.

and upright

He

citizen,

was known

as a

commanding

worthy

the respect

whom

he was associated. In
his political views he was an earnest Republican and sought no honors and emoluments of public office in return for party
of

all

with

fealty.
He held membership in the Presbyterian church, served as one of its rulingleaders and was most loyal to its interests
and upbuilding. He married Miss Grove, a
daughter of William Grove, a leading planter and extensive slave owner of Virginia.
Mr. Gano died in the Old Dominion at the
age of eighty-six years, and has uite

passed
away at the age of
They were the parents of eight

seventy.
children,

.
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four sons and four daughters.
One of the
number, \Y. G. Gano, now resides in ParkPlatte county, Missouri.

villc.

soldier in the

Sfallamit

W. G
Union

Gai
service

During the Civil war.
te

old family homestead in the state

bi his nativity.

J.

B.

Gano

of this review

amid the refining influences of
me, and while he obtained his education in the public schools, under the parental roof he was early taught lessons of
industry, economy and perseverance which
have pp ven of great value to him in his
later life.
In 1881 he came west, locating
first
in
Sumner county, Kansas, and in
irrived in Medicine Lodge, where
he has since made his home. Called to pubwas

reared',

he has manifested unfaltering dehis duties and the welfare of his
He served as city marshal for
some time and was so fearless and resolute
in the discharge of his duties that law and
order were easily maintained.
In 1897 he
elected county sheriff and the following year entered upon the discharge of the
Buries
f
that office, which he acceptably
filled for two years and was then re-elected.
At the age of twenty years Air. Gano
was married in Virginia to .Miss Alice
lic

.

\' ti(

ffice
11

t'

constituents.

OS

1

—

i
that state.
a daughter of Jacob
fciler
S phie /viler, of the Old Dominion.
This unii 11 has been blessed with two children. Jerry Clifton, a young man of twentyone wars, and Mildred.
Mr. Gano holds
membership relations in the Knights of
Pythias fraternity, the Independent Order
of Odd fellows, and the Modern Woodmen
of America.
He is a gentleman of pleasing address and easily wins friends on accourtesy and genial
his
unfailing
of

arVi

tum

He

moreover, determined and
faithful in the performance of public duty.
which he regards as a public trust, and in
Barber county there is no more capable and
loval
fhcer than T. B. Gano.
manner.

is.

the Civil war,
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was born near Williamsport,

Lye ming county, Pennsylvania, on the 2nd
of
\ ember.
[836, ami is a son of John
K. Chilcott. ami grandson of Elijah Chilo tt. who was of English descent and served

V

with distincton
the

in

war of [8l2,

his son Amos was
father of our subject

which

The

also a soldier.

was

the light-horse cavalry in

Otf

a native of Berks county, Pennsylvania,

manh
married Miss
Miller, who was also born in the
Pennsylvania of hutch extraction.
In [842 they removed to Indiana and settled
on a farm, where the father spent the rereaching

'ii

aaid

1

Margaret

state of

mainder of his life, dying there at the ripe
old age
£
eighty-seven years.
||e was by
birthright a Quaker and always adhered to
that faith, though his wife was a member
1

of the Methodist church.
She died at the
age of forty-four years. In politics he was

a Democrat and later a Whig.
His
family consisted of six sons, all of whom
were numbered among the "'boys in blue"
during the war of the Rebellion, with the
exception of Christopher C. who died at
the age of sixteen years. Amos was a member of the Ninety-ninth Indiana Volunteer
[nfamtry; Henry was a recruiting officer of
the Ninth Indiana Regiment; and Benjamin B. was a member of the forty-Sixth
first

Indiana Infantry.

Mr. Chilcott of this review was prinand educated in the H osier
When the war broke out he was

cipally reared
state.

among

the

first

to

ffer

1

his

services to the

government, enlisting August [9, 1861, n
the call for six hundred thousand more
He ined Company 1\. Ninth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, which was as1

1

signed to General Buell's
son's division

and

I

command,

la/en's

in

brigade.

company was first commanded b]
William La Salle, and later by D.

Nel-

The

'

B.

Mc-

JOHN CHILCOTT.

Connell, and then by Captain Thomas H.
hairs, while the regiment was under Collater became a
onel R. H. Millroy, wh
major general. Mr. Chilcott participated in
- iil< h and the siege of Corinth,

early setJ< hn Chilcott, a well known
tler
f
Medicine Lodge township. Barber
county, Kansas, and an honored veteran of

and then with his command
Tennessee river and pr< ceeded to Florence,
Alabama, where they met General Bragg's
They were in the battles of Berntr ops.

1

1
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ville.

Nashville, Stone River, Murfreesbore,

ReJville, Tennessee, and Chattanooga. They
met General Crittenden's corps on the skirmish line, and then proceeded to Nashville.

Thley were in the engagements at SnodHill and Lookout Mountain under
General Thomas, and later participated in
the battles of Rossville, Missionary Ridge
After the last
and Ringgold, Georgia.
named engagement they returned to Lookgras's

While there Mr. Chilcott
out Mountain.
He
veteranized and was given a furlough.
rejoined his command at Blue Springs, TenHis regiment under the command
nessee.
of General O. 6. Howard was assigned to
the central division of General Sherman's

army om

the

march

south,

and participated

of Resaca, Atlanta, Jonesboro,
Allatoona Pass and Franklin, Tennessee.
They then returned to Nashville under General Thomas, and took Montgomery Hill
They subsequently folthe following day.
lowed general Hood to Huntsville, Alabama and from that place again returned to
Nashville. They next went to New Orleans
and crossed the Gulf to Indianola, Texas,
in the battles

where they were stationed when hostilities
Air. Chilcott had risen to the rank
ceased.
of sergeant, and was afterward commissioned second lieutenant by Governor O. P.
Morton. The war being over and his services no longer needed, he was honorably discharged on September 27, 1865, and returned to his home.
On the 2nd of November, 1865, Mr.
Chilcott was married in Logansport. Indiana, to Miss Hannah M. Bookwalter, who
has been to him a faithful helpmeet. She
is a native of the Hoosier state and a daughter of Jacob and Sarah (Adair) Bookwaiter, the former of whom was born near
Philadelphia, in Montgomery county, PennThe
sylvania, and the latter in Ohio.
Bookwalter family came originally from
1

By a former marriage Mrs. Chilfather had seven children, three of
Eli; Willare still living, namely:

Virginia!.
cott' s

whom

who was a member of the Fifteenth
Indiana Infantry during the Civil war: and
By his second marriage he had eight
children:
Sarah J., now deceased; Haniam,

Mary.

nah, wife of our subject; John Adair, Joseph Calvin and Rosanna. all three deceased George, a resident of Indiana James
if Nebraska; and
K.,
Charles, of Indiana.
The father of this family died at the age of
ninety-four years,
and Mrs. Chilcott'
mother departed this life at the advanced
age of seventy-two years.
;

;

1

Unto our
five children

:

subject and his wife were born
Cassie, win died in Indiana
1

when only four weeks

old

;

John

J.,

who died

Barber county, Kansas, at the age of
twenty-one years
Mary, who wedded
Walter Pern-, and died at the age of twain
ty-one, leaving a son. Paul C. Perrv. who
now lives with our subject; and Olive, at
in

;

home

with her parents.
Mr. Chilcott continued to make his home
Indiana until 1S85, when he came to Barber county, Kansas, and settled on the farm
of eig-hty acres in Medicine Lodge township where he now resides.
To the improvement and cultivation of this place he
has since devoted his energies.
He has
erected a house and barn upon his farm and
has set out a grove and orchard, which add
greatly to the attractive appearance of the
place.
He and his estimable wife are memin

bers of the Christian church, and in politics he is an ardent Republican, and for
nine years he was the treasurer of school
district

No. 45.

W.

ty,

H.

YOUNG.

A prominent citizen of Kingman counKansas, who has been identified with the

agricultural development of his section since

1889,

is

W. FT Young,

tor of a fine

the owner and operafarm of one hundred and sixty

acres of fertile land on section

5, in Valley
township. Few men in this locality are held
in higher esteem as reliable, capable citizens, whose influence in the direction of education, morality and temperance have contributed materially to the name and fame of
Kansas.

The birth of Mr. Young was in the state
of Kentucky, a state which has long been

MR.

AND

MRS. W. H.

YOUNG AND

SON.
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home

the

-

women and

g

1

of brave men, beautiful
horses, and

in

Lincoln

saw the light. His
parents were William and Eliza (Bryant)
the former of whom was a son of
(i dnv\ Young, who belonged to
county

1856, he

in

(

ried Eliza Bryant, a

family

tied

member

Pulaski

i

1

and they passed their

of an

county,

Kentucky,

lives in that

state

all

war.
Civil
Although Mr.
strong Union man. his charsuch that those who differed with
him in public affairs accorded him the right
In politit<- remain a neighbor unmolested.
cal sympathy he was a Republican, and he
the

as a

was

member

devout

a

church, and was

a

of

steward

the
in

His w

the tinu

Methodist

that
idi

body

at

>w resides

witli Iter son, the subject of this sketch,

and

seventy-six years, her

hem-" pleasant!)

life

who

-pent

in

th<

The famand respect her.
ily born to William Young and wife, connamedaughters,
and
us
two
ur 5
ly:
James, who was a soldier in the Union
army, during the Civil war; and Mary J..
J^lui W esley, lei rge, William II. and Julia,
those

honi

r

fi

1

while Tabitha, Sarah. HenBerson and Godfrey are deceased.
William H. Young was reared mi the ild
heme farm in Kentucky and attended the
At the
learest schools, in Lincoln county.
age m' eighteen he was united in marriage
all

surviving,

1

Nancy
lden, who was a native of
same locality, a young lady who posand attraction- f v which her sex is noted in tiiat
state.
She has proven an admirable wife
and a judicious mother. She was th
daughter of Nathan and Susan (Gentry)
Golden, the former of whom was a farmer.
and during the Civil war was the manager
to .Mi--

<

Malissa. Nancy, Sophia, Fillmore, William.
Elvira, Alfce, Joseph,
In

first

distinguished families of \ irginia.
William
as 1" rn in Kentucky and there mar-

!<

the

sessed in high degree those graces
(

i°33

1882

.Mr.

In- present

tine

the property

1

f

(

lharles

Young

M.

lir-t

[889

in

The

township.

and which is
farm- in Valrich ami arable

All, right

J.

lie

ley

and Edward.

becami
lu- purchased
estate, which was formerly

dent of Kansas, and

-oil

best
i-

and quickl) respi nds to cultivation,
ing corn, wheat or grass.
Mr. Young has
one hundred acre- under cultivation in grain,
four
hahundred apple-tree- f the hot and
1

hardiesl

varieties in his orchard, tin- being

one t the best orchard- in Kingman count),
and he has twelve acre- in a magnificent
growth of walnut and ash timber.
His
home is attractive and o mfortable, and his
preparations for the It using of hi- stock
and cattle when they come oft' the ranches
are convenient afld appropriate. Mr. \ ung
is a farmer and stock-raiser who has succeeded in his effort-, and he is a man of remarkable force of character and 1- wnlch
1

1

km

w n as

1

'lie

v\

In

1-

upright

in his dealing-.

A family of three children grew up
around Mr. and Mrs. Young and they now
have the satisfaction of seeing all wellplaced in life audi prosperous, win'.
generation is springing
<rt them
in old age.
Idie eldest daughter, Myrtle,
married M. F. Dew. of Richland township,
and she ha- two sons,
Vernon and Charles.
Leather, the second daughter, married L.
RaBlodgett, and -he ha- two children,
chel and Theodore II.
The youngest of tinW
intelligent
and
family. Beadie
..
is
an
promising young man of eighteen
who is his father'- very "capable and energetic assistant on the farm.
In political sentiment Mr. Young has always been a Republican and has been ready
to work for party friends although not an

—

—
.

aspirant for political horn rs for himself.
township trustee and member of tin-

As

-

ne of the wagon trains in the tran.-gortation department of the Union army.
Hi- death occurred in Kentucky, and he had
been a consistent member of the Christian

hoard, he has testified to hi- interest in public matters, while both he and wife are leading memhers and liberal supporters of the

church.

His widow still survives and reThe chilLexington. Kentucky.
dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Golden were:

steward.

sides

the e-teeni

of

1,

in

Methodist church,

friends.

in

which he h;
is one which enjoys
-

The family
1

f

a large

circle

of

attached
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WILLIAM

L.

PARSONS.

who

*

William L. Parsons, superintendent of
the county farm at Medicine Lodge, Barber county, and one of the prominent- conand

tractors

builders

here,

was born

in

Missouri, December 6,
Peter J. Parsons, was
born in West Virginia, about 1808, and
when a small boy removed with his parents
to Pike county. Missouri, where his father
entered government land and became a leading and successful agriculturist, dying there
about 1825. Peter J. Parsons was reared to
manhi d in Missouri and from the government entered a tract of land, developing a
farm in the midst of the wilderness in
Lincoln county. As his financial resources
increased he extended the boundaries of his

Lincoln

county.

His father.

1858.

><

property until he had five hundred and seventy-five acres. In addition to the tilling of
the soil he engaged in raising and handling
stock and in both branches of his business
met with success. His political support was

He married Temgiven the Democracy.
perance Stralder, a native of North Carolina, and a daughter of Andrew and Mary
Strader.

Her mother was American born,
German lineage. Her father,

but was of

however, was a native of Germany and on
coming to America, located first in North
He afterward became a farmer
Carolina.
of Pike county. Missouri, where bis death
occurred in 1870; his wife also died in Pike
Unto Mr.
county, that state, about 1864.
and Mrs. Parsons were born nine children.
seven sons and two daughters, as follows:
Hezekiah, a farmer, who died in 1883 in
Pike county. Missouri; Jeremiah, a painter
and paper-hanger of Wellsville, Montgomery county, Missouri; Joseph, an
agriculturist of Pike county, Missouri; Nehemiah, a farmer, who died in Howell

Mary A.,
in
[886;
Missouri,
county,
who died in Montgomery county, Missouri, and who was the wife of H. B. Hudan agent for marble works and resides
City, Missouri; Obediah,
in
who carries, on farming in Pike county,
Missouri; William L. the subject of this
Benjamin, a traveling salesman
review
&

11.

Montgomery

;

resides in Paris.

Texas

:

and Margaret,

of Charles Kirk, a farmer and
stockman of Wiley, Texas. The father died
in the year 1874. but the mother is now
living with her daughter in the Lour Star
state at the advanced age of seventy-three

the

wife

years.

In the district schools of Lincoln counMissouri, William L. Parsons received
his mental training and upon the home farm
he remained until nineteen years of age,
ty.

when he began working

at the carpenter's

New

Hartford. Missouri, under the
After two
Charles Caniman.
years he came to Barber county, Kansas,
locating in Sharon township, where he took

trade in

direction of

a claim and also engaged in building, remaining, however, upon his land until he
had secured the title. In 1883 he entered
the employ of Sparks cc McClary, extensive
stockmen of the Sharon valley, with whom
he continued until July. 1884. when he was
employed by Gregory. Eldred & Company,
that service continuing for six years. On
the expiration of that period he purchased a
farm in the southern part of the county.
where Eldred is now located. There he established a general mercantile store and also
Continuing his abode there
postomce.
a
until about 1888. he sold his property and
came to Medicine Lodge, since which time
he has given the greater part of his attenHe has
tion to contracting and building.
won the reputation of being a leadingbuilder of this part of the state and has
erected many fine structures in Medicine
Lodge, including the Episcopal church and
He has
the addition to the Central Hotel.
also built a great number of country resiHaving been appointed superindences.
tendent of the county farm of Barber coun-

1901. he took up
residence thereon on the 16th of Dethree huncomprises
place
The
cember.
dred and twenty acres. His task will probty in the latter part of

his

ably not prove a heavy one. for at this writing there is n< a single inmate if the o <unty
house, which speaks volumes for the general prosperity and welfare of the people of
»t

1

On the farm are two comfortable residences, the larger one being oe*

Barber county.
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cupied b) Mr. Pars' ns and his family, and
the land will 1"-' operated b) him through
Vfr. Para ns has filled

including that

Sees,

politics he

In

trustee.

was a delegate
IS ,4.

a

township
of
Republican and

the 9th "i December, [877, in Montunty, Missouri, was celebrated

hi

1

is

to the county convention in

ur suibjeel and Miss M&rj
Henton, who was born in Pike county, MisSamuel and Mary
a daughter of
Henton, the former also a native of
Estes
thai state, while the latter was born in KenMr. Henton was a well known
Bicky.
fanner and died in Caoron, Oklahoma, in
while
his wife is still living' there at
1898,
the marriage of

>

souri,

1

In their family were
sixty-eight.
ge
eight children:
Alice, who married William Pritchett, a fanner of Pike county, Missouri Mr-. Parsons; Charles, who is a clerk
1"

:

store at Alva, Oklahoma; Edgar, a
herder of Capron, Oklahoma; Emma, who
a

in

became the wife of A. Peterson, a hardware
nl of Ramlola, Kansas; Rachel, who
Harried James Roy, a carpenter of Pueblo,
Richard, who carries on farming
Iklahoma; and Sallie, the wife
Lpr n,
f
Rufus Mulky, a farmer of Powel Creek,
Oklahoma.
Hie home of Mr. and Mrs.
Par- ns has been blessed with six children,
namely:
roof,
all yet 'under the parental
Curtis. whi> is engaged in the carpenter
:

1

I

<

with,
father: Garfield; Pearl;
his
Tie: Stacia; and Mary. Mr. Parsons is
gentleman, pleasant and

feork
•

1

a highly respected

genial in

manner and

cordial in dispositii

n.

connected with Kingman
lge, No.
O. U. W. As
and builder he stands foremost in
the county and his identification with the
Building interests has proven of great value
in promoting progress in this part of the
Fraternally he

L

is

Si. A.

state.
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February 28, 1847,
of

lily

•'""'

extracts m.

frish

lni

'

fa-mil)

His

-

'

pri tx

grandfather,

Frank Keyes, was a name of the lid Dominion, and in that commonwealth was
married to a Miss Meek.
Later in life he
removed with his famil) to Missouri, locating in K.i_\ county, where he entered
menl land.
[is son and tin
subject, Ji hn Keyes was b <rn in Vton county, Virginia, March 25, [814, and
he, t"<', entered land from the government
in Kay county, Missouri.
He was there
married to Mar) \. Woolfard, who was born
in
arroll county, thai state, February 9.
[822, a daughter of John and Nancy (.Lylej
11Wmillai-il
Tenneswere nath es
see, but in an early day removed b
county, Missouri, where the father became
one of the leading citizens and extensive
land and slave holders.
After his marriage Mr. Keyes continued to reside on his farm in Kay county,
Missi uri. until [876, where he became at one
time quite wealth}-, hut he afterward met
with many reverses.
He was an extensive
buyer and dealer in -nek. and such was the
confidence in which he was held that he
could buy stock within a raidius of one hundred miles of his home without even mak<

I

I

i

I

-

f

In 187(1. in order to better
he came with teams and tw.
wagons to Kansas, bringing with him his
wife and two children.
Our subject was
then married, and with his wife and one
child he accompanied his parents on their
removal here. Their first intention was b
go to Colorado, but hearing man)
aging reports of that country while
road they turned south with the
finding a gi d stock ranch.
When they
reached the head writers of North Elm
creek. n the present line between Pratt and
Barber counties, the) agreed they li-

ing a deposit.

his conditions,

!

1

1

the object of their search, for her.
beautiful
am of Hying w;
-

ith

JOHN

F.

KEYES.

father

county, in what

Keyes. who has the distinction
pf being the se
-cate in Pratt
Bounty, was born in Rav county, Missouri,
Ji

hn

F.

'<

ship,

up

-

:i

-e.tii u

is

2,

an abundance

located

now Elm

in

Mill:

while our subji

his air- de just across the line
county, on secti n 35, the claim adjoining.
i

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
each pre-empting one hundred and sixty
and at that time there was only one
other settler in the county. During the first
three years here our subject was engaged
principally in freighting goods from Hutchinson tc Lake City, making the return trip
with posts and buffalo bones, and during
this period the father and sons were alsoi
engaged in breaking their land. After the
first three years the former engaged in the
stock business on the shares, and at one time
had as high as six hundred head. He was
acres,

called to his final rest in 1885.

and he was

survived by his widow until 1898, when, she,
parsed away. In politics he was a life1.
long Democrat, and both he and his wife
were members of the Cumberland church.
They became the parents of twelve children.
The eldest son William P., died in January.
1899. on the farm in Barber county, which
George W. died in
hi- father pre-empted.
Ray o unty. Missouri, in 1898. He was an
extensive fanner and stock-man, and in
partnership with his brother, William P.,
owned a stock ranch of fifteen hundred
father's pre-emption
acres, of which his
The present beautifi rmed
the nucleus.
ful residence which now stands on the old
1

.

1

,

homestead on section 2 was erected by the
son, William P., and is now occupied by his
widow, who was formerly Mrs. Elizabeth
Burns, and her sun. K. B. Burns, who has
the ranch. The third child, Charlotte F., is the wife of C. W. James, a
fanner and stockman residing in Clay county, Missouri, twenty miles north of Kan1"

sas City.

Eliza G..

is

the

widow

of Garrett

Ashley and a resident of Alva. Oklahoma.
F. is the next in order of birth. Thomas is engaged in the real-estate business in
Kansas City. Robert A. is a cripple and
resides on the ranch with his sister-in-law.
Mrs. William P. Keyes. James L. was a

John

physician of Ray county, Missouri,
Mary E. is the wife of
in 1884.

who

died

Loren
Brown, of Walla Walla, Washington. Ben
D. is engaged in the butcher business in
Oklahoma. Three of the children died in
J.

infancy.

review, was
John F. Keyes, >>t
reared on his parents' old homestead two
this

miles

northwest

of

Missouri,
public
schools of that city.
He was a lad of fourteen years when the battle of Lexington
was fought, which was only fourteen miles
distant from his home, and he retains a
vivid recollection of that conflict.
On the
17th of June, 1875. in Ray county, Missouri, he was united in marriage to Miss
Melissa J. Fulkerson, who was born in
Iowa, a daughter of John and Anna Fulkerson. In 1876. as before stated, he came to
the Sunflower state.
eating upon the farm
which he yet owns, and after spending the
first three years in freighting he embarked
in the stock business with his father, beginning operations with one hundred cows.
Since the spring of 1884 he has engaged
In 1895. on the
in that business alone.
Democratic and Populist ticket, he was
elected to the office of sheriff, in which he
served for two terms, and during that time
In 1900 he returned
he resided in Pratt.
to his farm, which now consists of three
hundred and twenty acres of rich and fertile
land, ninety acres of which is under cultivation and the remainder is devoted to graz-

and received

Richmould',

education

his

in

the

1<

ing land, on which he has about thirty head
For a number of years
<>f Hereford cattle.
past he has been engaged in the raising of
an excellent grade of r< ad'sters, of the Hambletonian,

Morgan and

Strathmlore breeds,

Brown Diam« nd,
the grands, n
old Strathmi re V., of
Kentucky. He has sold many valuable animals and' still retains a number on bis farm.
and

his beautiful stallion.

is

1

i

His elegant residence was erected ten years
ago and is heated on the east side of Elm
A gn ve f
creek, overlooking the stream.
surrounds the house, adjoina splendid orchard of several
children horn to Mr. and Mrs.
Mary T., the wife of Oliver

stately poplars

ing which
acres.

is

The

Keyes are:

F. Stoops, a farmer of Century

ti

iwnship,

Pratt county; Joseph L.. who is engaged in
farming in the "strip" of Oklahoma Clara
D., the wife of Harley Harrel. who is en:

machine and implement
ness at Pratt: and Myrtle, Ethel 1...
R.
Dessie
R..
I., John
T., William
Ruby, all at home.

gaged

in the

—

busi-

R

-a

an

1
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hundred and twenty acres
farming and grazing purpi s<

also leases one

I

bo family in Barber county,
f
is, more highh
esteemed than that
wliicli the subject of this sketch is a worthy member, their location here having
in the pioneer ep ch of development and
contribution to the normal advanceis

-

i

for

given more attention to the rais
ing of high-grade stock, while in the beginter year--

1

wa- alm<

nterprise

put

>st

cultural.
In

Mr. Wright is a particular!)
and active supporter of the Prohiand its cause, and his influence

politics

zeal-. us

bition party
tinctive impi rtance

father

.

f

and thus

On

the oth-

this

the subject of the present review,
will not be

it

capitulate

and value.

work will be r und specific
Moses Wright, the venerable

pages of
mention of
er

•

necessan to here regy and other per-

tinent points.

[saac V. Wright, who is one of the prossive. successful and highly honored farmers and stock-gri iwers of sectii n 14. M< ire
»

township,
Illinois,

June.

is

a

native of

where he was

Macoupin county,

bom

on the 29th of

1856. and there he was reared to the
irteen, having received such edu-

advantages as were afforded by the
the locality.
He then acpanied his parent- on their removal to
Montgomery county, that state, where, on
the 14th of January, [879, at the age of
twenty-two years, he was united in marriage
to Miss Mary Wiley, daughter of b Im P.
and Sophia (Shew) Wiley, and he continued
sericulture in
that county until the death of his wife, in
nal

publi

;

In the fall of that year he came
Kansas, and in the spring of 1884
pre-emption claim of wild prairie land,
the same constituting an integral part of
The transforhis present fine homestead
mation which has been wrought within the
intervening years has been one of marked
primitive dwelling

April. 1883.
to

up

a

place to a tine modern residence: other
buildings have been erected: one

excellent

the connection has been of marked poHe has never aspiredto political preferment, the only offices of which he has
been incumbent being those .it" roa
seer and a member of the board of school
Like his venerable father, he is
directors.
a devoted member of the Free Methodist
church, and is known as one of the most
active church and Sunday-school workers in
this section, being a licensed exhorter of
his church and doing much to pron
in

tency.

mated

1

<

German

fruitful fields

and the herds and docks give evidence of
od management.
Me has
a
eight

es to his original clain

lineage.

They came

Kansas

t<

eating in Sumni
the southern part of which Mr.

the spring
ty. in

1

f

[870,

in

li

up a pre-emption
which he resided several
through
of the summer of [874, and
tudes and trials typical
kins took

claim,

Watupon

;

thei

In the winter of that year, while out with
a party of buffalo hunters, he w;

taken by a

and

necessitate
hi-

terrific

his feet

left

blizzard,

<

II

fn zen as to

tin

I

half

1

ne of
left

the to<

if

-

Kansas and

Chickasaw natioi
where be was engaged

four years

in

were so severel)

In 1885 he

right.
in the

and the

-

his second marriage, being then unit-

ed to Miss Ella Watkins, who was
Logansport, Indiana, the daughter
f
Andrew and Maria Watkins, native
Irish
ivel\ of Indiana and
>hio, and of
and

tory,

divisions of the farm:

men.

the nth of November, 1891
per county. Kansas. Mr. Wright

been placed tinder a high state f cultivatii n
fences have been placed abi ut the varii us

:

1

fellow

On

hundred and twenty acres of the place have
<

his

uplifting of

[ing

lian terriin

for

farming for
a

time

in

Homestead. Oklahoma. He and his wife
w reside in Shawnee, that territory, where
he is engaged in the dairy business.
He is
a veteran of the Civil war. and has
v..
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David Jenness was

pioneer of both Kansas and Oklahoma. His
six children are as follows
Lizzie, the wife
of James Blakely, a farmer of Oklahoma;
Rosa, the widow of George Boniphant, and
a resident of Shawnee, Oklahoma Ella, the
wife of our subject; Nettie, the wife of
Charles Taylor, of Purcell, Chickasaw Mation; Dora, who became the wife of Philip
Berger. and died January 21, 1902, at Shawnee, Oklahoma and Maude, the wife of Lee
Ponsler, also of Shawnee, Indian territory.

tial

party,

to> give
time and attention to his business interHe was a man of sturdy habits, was
strong in his opinions concerning right and
wrong, and was honored and respected by
all
with whom he had business or social
intercourse.
He had one brother. Francis

his

ests.

;

Jenness.

:

first

although he filled the office of
he was never an as-

pirant for political honors, preferring

Mr. and Airs. Wright have six children,
namely
Rollie E., Florence May, Alice Arline, Ralph E., Naomi Ruth, and Prudence
Vivian.
Rollie E. is Mr. Wright's only
by his

but.

justice of the peace,

;

child

a stanch Democrat in
having been an influenand active worker in the ranks of his

his political views,

:

(York)
children:

marriage.

(i.

Unto David ami Martha E.
Jenness were born the following
Esther, who became the wife of

W. Webber,

of Maine; John

review
Colorado; Abby,

ject of this

JOHN

J.

New

JENNESS.

England.

John

Some members

moved

to Maine, where he
followed his
He was there marand later in life located on a farm,
where he resided during the remainder of
his life time, passing away in 1847.
His
wife survived him fur many years, having
been called to the home beyond in i860.
She was a daughter of a sea captain, and
his death occurred at sea.
He was the fa-

following

children:

John,

J.

Jenness remained in his native
when he re-

moved with his uncle, Solomon York, to
Illinois.
The latter was a sea captain, owning many boats on the Hennepin canal, and

trade 'of carpentering.

Solomon,

the sub-

twice

state until sixteen years of age,

ried,

William,

J.,

B., a resident of

church.

of the family became noted ship builders.
The father of our subject, David Jenness,
was born and reared in New Hampshire,
and after reaching years of maturity he re-

ther of the

Walter

married,
first becoming the wife of a Mr. Stuvvesant. and afterward married a Mr. Rolf;
and Mark C, who died in New York. The
parents were members of the Universalist

John Jenness, one of the early pioneers
of this locality, and a prominent and successful agriculturist, was born at Hermon,
Penobscot county, Maine, on the 2d of
January, 1839. a son of David L. and Martha (York) Jenness, natives respectivelv of
New Hampshire and Maine, and both were
descendants of honored early settlers of
New England. The paternal grandfather
of our subject, in company with two of his
brothers, came from France to the United
States, locating in New Hampshire, where
he became prominently identified with the
interests of

;

who was

Jerusha,

and Martha E.
i

our subject remained in his employ for a
number of years, running to Chicago. In
[859, becoming imbued with the Pike's
Peak gold fever, he made the journey to
Colorado, and after returning to Illinois he
again went to that state, where he was engaged in mining for a time. He next went
to New Mexico, and in 1861 came to Kansas, locating first at Indianola, where he was
engaged in driving stage to St. Mary's Mission for two years, after which he followed
the same occupation for another firm, going
from Abilene to Junction City. In 1864
he enlisted for one hundred days' service in
the Civil war, being stationed at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, until the following fall,
where he received an honorable discharge.
His next place of residence was Junction
City, where he sold goods at auction during
that winter, and for a short time thereafter
was engaged in the saloon business at Wyandotte.
Removing thence to Lawrence,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Kansas,

lie

there

manufactured the brick of

Eldridge Hotel was built, to re
ed by Quantrell and
place tin
his band. His next employment was
driver from Lawrence to ropeka, later was
gent at Pritchard, we-;
engaged

which

ilic

Salii

and

in

pan)

1S66 was employed

t'

erect their

m

same a

the

bj

si

1

i

ovements made.

The

many

oth-

log cabin

was

aftenvard replaced by a more comwhich, with all its con-

fortable dwelling,

tents, was burned a few years later, tiie loss
being covered with only a small amount of
Mr. Jenness 1: « lias a pleasant
insurance.
ami commodious two-story residence, situated
n a natural building site and overlookHe also has
ing the vallej of Cole creek.
d barns, a beautiful grove and orchard.
ec
1

•

while his
tivation

fields are under a tine state of culami annually yield to the vvner a
1

financial

iK

raising

the

of the cereals
1

3

m

e

return.

limate he

In

addition to

best

adapted to

also extensively

the handling of -nek. having
the

.

Ottawa

is

unty.

He

largest

stock

raises cattle,

al

raiser

in

hogs an

I

ses, shipping the latter to Tennessee.
an enterprising and public spirited man,
\T ew England
that noted
push and enterprise, and he has always been
I

he allied his interests with th ise of the Republican party, becoming influential in its

ranks
of

Ottawa

in

its

lie attended

unty.

conventions, and mi

elected t^

many

it-

ticket

many
was

positions of honor and trust.

subsequently, however, returned to the
Democratic party, for whose interests he
ii'
\\
a prominent and active worker, doing
all in his power to promote the growth and
lie

fs

After his marriage, which occurred in
August, (866, Mr. Jenness came b
county, where for a time he was employed in
ell known
hay-making for 1'. C. Hi
In [867
early settler of the Sunflower state.
lie purchased a squatter's claim to the land
which he yet owns, the northeast quarter
section -»4. Buckeye township, on which
i
erected an'd

'039

i

is

endowed with

insure the success of that party.
lie has
tilled 'he offices of township trustee and as
sessor,

a-

for eight
for

the efficient

years a justici
years he has served

many

of hi-

clerk

being the incumbenl

in

the

school
ffice at

1

district,

the pres-

In all these various positions he
ent time.
ha- served with efficiency, ever disi
the ditties entrusted to his care with the ut-

and honi ir,
companion and helpmate on the
life Mr. Jenness chose Miss Mary
superior intelligence and
J. Carr, a lady of
culture and a member of one of the honored
of
She
families
pioneer
Ottawa county.
was horn 011 the 5th of March. [845', a
daughter of E. V. and Anna Belle Ste\ ens
Carr. natives respectively of New York and
Ireland. The parents were married in Michiremovals logan, and after a numbei
f
cated in Ottawa county in 1861, before the
organization of the county and while the
Indians and buffali o
ere still n
here.
Only four families were then liv-

most

fidelity

\s

a

journey of

f

)

1

\r

Mr. Carr selected his
ing in the valley.
lam!, and after the stablishment of the land
office he pre-empted the same, making many
improvements thereon ami placing his fields
He was
under a tine state of cultivation.
very fond of buffalo hunts, and often engaged in that sport. He was a plain, hon(

farmer, and was

nd willing to lend his aid and coto any movement or measure intended for the public good.
He is widely
and favorably known throughout the community, and ha- ever commanded the respect and confidence of all who have had the

est

pleasure of his acquaintance.
In political matters Mr. Jenness has also

final

become quite prominent. He was originally
identified with the Democracy, but in i860

stone

1

was

peace, while

known throughout

well

and

his locality.

favorably
In his po-

views he was a stanch Democrat, and
on its ticket was elected to the position of
county commissioner, also, holding many
litical

other minor positions. He was called to his
rest on the 13th of February. [875,

when he had reached
is

still

011

the fifty-seventh mile-

the journey of

living,

life.

His widow

making her home on

the old
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homestead farm, and she has now reached
the ripe old age of eighty-one years. They
were the parents of the following children:

who married M. Huffman; Martha,
who became Mrs. Lamb; Francis, a resident of Oklahoma; Mary J., the wife of our
subject; Julia, who became Mrs. Lamb;
Hannah, who died before marriage: Henry,

Jane,

a resident of Colorado; Mrs. Clara Clewell;

and Flora, the wife of W. Hoffman. I'm..
Mr. and Mrs. Jenness have been born nine
Carry, born September
children, namely:
So;, became the wife of W. Spencer;
27,
Walter, born December 30. 1868. died in
Colorado in 1R90; John, born August 31,
1870. is employed as a railroad agent at
Abilene. Kansas Clarence and Willis. t\\ ins,
were born June 24. [872, the former dying
1

:

the same year, while the latter survived until
1875; Esther, born February 26, 1S74.
died in 1875; Grace, born April 8, 1870.

married T. F. Sullivan Xiles. in November.
1901; Nelly was born March 12. 1878. and
on the 25th of December. 1901, was married
to Claude A. Roberts, of Randolph, Kansas; and Ray, who resides with his parents,
was born February 5. 188 1, and was married February 12.' 1002. to Miss Maggie
Parks. Mr. jenness is a member of the Independent »rder of Odd Fellows, in which
he has filled all the chairs and has also been
a delegate to the grand lodge.
(

and who is numbered among the progressuccessful farmers and stocksive and
growers of the county. Here he has attained independence and prosperity through
his own efforts and has made for himself a
high place in the esteem and confidence of
the community, thus being clearly entitled
to representation in this work.

Mr. Gosch is a native of Holstein, Germany, having been born in the vicinity of the

Hamburg, on

city of

the 20th of October,

Han- Gosch,
farmer by vocation and a man of
sterling character. He was born in the same
1834, being the son of John

who was

a

as was also his estimable wife.
whose maiden name was Dora Dunkef, bqtfi
being devoted members of the Lutheran
church, in whose faith they passed into
eternal life, each having lived to attain the
age of eighty-three years. They became the

province,

parents of eight children, of whom only four
Heinke Holtz. the eldest, died in
survive
:

Germany

Margaretta and Martha still reGeorge is the subof this sketch; and Frederick resides in

side in
ject

;

the fatherland:

Allen township.

who

Kingman

county.

Kansas.

deceased, two brothed
were valiant soldiers in the Union army
Henry.
during the war of the Rebellion.

Of

those

are

who was a member of an Illinois regiment
died in California, in the year 1863; and
John, likewise in service as a volunteer frorn
Illinois during the Civil war. died in WichKansas, in 1900. leaving a widow and
one daughter: he was the owner of a good
farm in Kingman county at the time of his
ita.

GEORGE GOSCH.

death.
In the complex

makeup of our

national

no element which has
social
contributed in larger proportion to the stability and normal progress of the countrj
than that of the sturdy German-American.
and of tlii- constituency the republic may
well feel proud, ever holding the sons of the
fabric there

German
tions

is

fatherland as loyal to our institu-

and as thoroughh engrafted onto our
and social as is the native Amer-

body

politic

ican

himself.

Among

the

citizens of Allen township,
ty,

is

Mr. Gosch, who

is

representative

Kingman counof German birth

rge Gosch'. the immediate subject of
secured his educational training
prov-

1
.

this sketch,

in the excellent schools of his native
ince,

A;m

and from
t.

the

his

work

boyhood contributed lus
of the homestead farm.

gaining there his appreciation of the value
of industry and constant application, and
forming those habits which have since
proved important factors in his achievement

Upon attaining the
a worthy success.
age of twenty-one years he came t< America, a stranger in a strange land, with whose
language he was not familiar, but relying
.

f

MR. AND MRS. GEORGE GOSCH.
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upon honesty of purpose and capacity

work

make

to

He came

way.

his

'

carpentering

fi

for

nineteen

Having

years.

move

to where land
was cheap, and he accordingly came to Kingman county, Kansas, and took up a tract of

children, he desired to

-nnient'iand

'in

Allen township,

a

por

Master and

to the cause of the

for

west

r
where he was employed
a time in the manufacture of washing machines; then went
into
Hancock county,
same state, where he «• rked at his trade of

Illinois,

n,

\lt.

to

the uplifting of his fellow men, and with his
brother, John C, was the first member of

Metln

this

Episcopal church.

disl

t\

ago.

Warsaw,

\t

Illinois,

on the toth of

I

>e-

cember, [856, Mr.
sch was united in marriage to Miss f Izaha I.' >uisa in IT. who was
born in the province of Schleswick, Germany, where she was reared and
and where her parents passed their entire
<

'n

<

1

excellent

She came to the United State- at the
age of twent) two years and resided in Illinois until the time of her marriage
Mr.
and Mrs. V '-ch are the parents of eight children, namely:
Sophia Dorotha; Mary
Louisa; Anna; Martha Amelia; Fred !•'..
who i- married and has a fine farm of three
hundred and twenty acres, in Alio
ship; John II. and Edward W., each of
whom i- the owner of a g
farm propert)
in this county; ami George Benjamin, who

the

likewise devotes hi- attention to agricultural

which

tion of his present fine landed estate,

six hundred and forty acres of
the best soil in this section of the state; and

here he has. from that early pioneer period,
devoted his attention to general agriculture
and to the raising of high-grade cattle and
horses.
As the years have passed he has not
only added to his original claim but has

made

also

the best

of

improvements upon

including- a commodious house,
barns and other outbuildings For
accommodation of stock, implements.

his

place,

pn duct., etc., more than three thousand dolhaving been expended on the buildings.
Careful attention is given to all details and
rtments of the farm work, and the g( n
lars

appearance of the place clearly indicates
and gives evidence of the energy and
progressive methods which have broughl
Mr. Gosch and
about the transformation.

eral

this,

E
two
gether own an aggregate
thousand and forty acres of land in the county of Kingman, and as a family they are the
heaviest tax-payers in Alien township.
In political affair- Mr. Gosch gives his
support
the Republican party, and though
he takes a proper interest in local public
affair- he has never si ughl
r desired
cial preferment.
He has. however, repre-

his sons

t

t

i

ber

-

1

f

i

his party as a del* g

In religion he

t<

is

to

iunty con-

a zealous

mem-

the Metln idist Episc ipal church

also his wife,

and he

is

ever read)

i

in support of good government,
temperance, religi
In his
ition.
church he
er and an exhorter,
and his earnest and able efforts in o nn
with the church work have been appreciated
and attended with results which requite his

influence

<

1

The family

pursuits.

are held

the high-

in

a unity, and tin
and progressive farmer- and,
business men; and all the boys have been
educated at college, and their business success eminently demonstrates this fact.
est

esteem

known

the

in

a- able

-

-

ventions.

live-.

JACOB F BL VCKWELDER.
Jacob F. I'.lackw elder, a retired farmer
and stock man. residing in Isabel Valley
vvnship, Barber o unty, Kansas, was hi.ru
in Montgomery county. Illinois, December
ti

side he is delerman
having emig
America from that o untry with 01
lutionary war. and as
er prio.
23,

1842.

scended

far a-

i-

fri

(

know

the paternal

)n

m

gi

od old

1

n they are the

name who ever emigrated
The br< thers
s<

onh

1

>l

this

to

country.

1

struggle fi r independence, and after the war
the great-grandfather of our subject located
in

ral

Pennsylvania and
pursuits, as have ever
1

.
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member

Com-

Blackwelders since that time.

served in the Civil war as a

the grandfather of our subject

pany A. Ninety-first Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and was slightly wounded and taken
prisoner at Brownsville. Kentucky, being
mustered out with the rank of captain, and
he now resides at Litchfield, Illinois: Jacob
F., of this review: Minerva C. the wife of
Robert Morrison, a farmer of Pratt county,
Kansas David, a retired farmer of Litchfield. Illinois, where be is serving as a member of the county board: John W., who resides .m a farm twenty miles from that city;
Harriet L., the wife of Gideon Davis, a farmer of Pratt county. Kansas; and Samuel
R.. also a farmer of that county.
Those
who have passed away are: George, who

His son and
was a native
commonwealth, but he afterward
emigrated to North Carolina, where he became a prosperous farmer and there spent
of

that

life, passing away in
death when his grandson, Jacob F., was a
small lad.
Alfred Blackwelder, the father of him
whose name introduces this review, was
born in Cabarrus county, North Carolina,
mcord, and in the state of his naiv*.ar
tivity he was reared and followed agricultural pursuits until twenty-one years of age.
Then, in company with his cousin, Peter
Blackwelder. he emigrated to Illinois, making the long trip on horseback, and in what
is now Montgomery county, the father purchased forty acres of government land. Two
years later he was united in marriage to Joanna Scherrer, also a native of North Caro-

the remainder of his

O

and a daughter of Frederick and Pollie
Scherrer, both born in Guilford
county. North Carolina, but later became

lina,
(

Clapp)

of Montgomery county, Illinois.
After marriage Mr. and Mrs. Blackwelder
began their domestic life on his farm of
forty acres, but later he traded that place for

pioneers

three forty-acre tracts in the

same

locality,

near Litchfield.

This in time he also sold,
farm of four hundred
acres near that city, upon which he was residing when death called him to his home
beyond, in 1899. at the age of eighty-seven
years.
His wife had passed to her final
rest about twenty years previously, but her
husband remained true to her memory, and
for several years afterward his youngest
son made his home with him. after which
a faithful old German lady was his housekeeper for fourteen years.
Like many of
his ancestors he was a faithful and devout
member of the Evangelical church, which
he served in an official capacity for many

purchasing a

years.

fine

He was

a

life-long

Democrat and

was a great admirer of Andrew Jackson.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Blackwelder were born
thirteen children, eight of whom grew to
mature years: Daniel M., a retired farmer,
Litchfield. Illinois; William R.. who

of

of

:

died in infancy; a son deceased in infancy;

Louisa,

who

died at the age

of

eighteen

months; Mary, who reached the age of nine
years; and Margaret, also deceased in infancy.

Jacob F. Blackwelder, of this review,
was born and reared on a farm in the praiand on account of failing eyesight,
he was obliged to leave school at an early
age.
IP' assisted his father on the home
farm until his marriage, which occurred at
Litchfield, Illinois, on the 1st of January.
1865, when he was twenty-three years of
age. Mi-s Sarah C. Rasor becoming his wife.
She was born in Guernsey county. Ohio, and
was of Irish and German descent. Her parents, William and Matilda (Hastings) Rasor, were natives of the Old Dominion, but
subsequently removed to Ohio and afterward tn Illinois, where they located on a
farm near Litchfield. There the father
rie state,

passed away in death in 1898, at the age of
eighty-three years, having survived his wife

Four

for twenty years.

yet living:

Mary

of their children are

A., the

widow

of

Harvey

Gilmore and a resident of Monett. Barry
John, a farmer of Litchfield. Illinois; Alice, who has never married
and also resides in Litchfield; and Sarah C,
the wife of our subject.
One son. Martin
Luther Rasor, became a soldier in the Civil
war. and his death occurred about twenty
war- ago near Litchfield.
So 11 after his marriage Mr. Blackwelcounty, Missouri

;

BIOCR.irillC.il,

der located on a rented farm in his native

where he remained

locality,

for th<

the

expiration

HISTORY.

which i> conducted 1>\ himself and
Frank and Ji
union of Mr. and Mrs. Blackwelder
|

[893, he came
Kansas, securing three hundred and twen-

of which period, in August,
fc

1

ty acre-

eighty

i\

1

which had been cultivated and the
same amount fenced. This la
mi section 30, Gr \e township, and here Mr.
Blackwelder erected an excellent modern
eight-r
twenty-four by thirtytwo feet, and three years ago he purchased
an adji
ndred and sixty
acres on section 29, making in all a farm of
four hundred and eighty acre-, which, with
did improvements and under his
he known as one
le
of the m> del >nes oi the o tunty. Here he has
ed many fruit and ornamental trees,
and from his wells of never-failing water
his windmills keep a steady stream of water
flowing to irrigate his garden and supply
his artificial fish-pond, which was stocked
several years ago with choice fish.
Until
al» ut three years ago Mr. Blackwelder had
.

blessed w ith nine children.
I

1

i

exclusively the raising of the ce-

real, and he then

embraked

business, beginning with

in

Durham

«.

\<

-

returned to his old

home

stock

the

cattle,

he ha- since also dealt in red polls, of
He also
kee] - an excellent grade.
-"me extent, of
nd mules
Four
tbout twenty head.
in

hut

business

in

George

her

father's
a

ton,

Mills

ite

years

Illinois

In 1901. in partperintend its operation.
nership with a Mr. Knight, he embarked in
the implement business in Isabel, but since
then his eldest son. Frank, has taken his

He

&

Blackwelder.

a

hardware and harness shop

also

in

and

M..

tl

tl

Pratt

counl

farmer and stock man
township; Bertie R., win
h a; Budd's Landing,

California John
gaged in the livery
and hardware business in fsabel
;

.

:

who
who

resides on In-

died

at

father's

<

farm;

the age of eighteen

Alfred,

months; and

Oscar, who died in Illinois at the age
eighteen months.
Mr. and Mrs. Blackwelder were formerly identified with the Lutheran church, but are now member- -1 the
1

1

Methodist denomination at Isabel. He formerly gave his political support to the Democracy, but during recent years has voted
with the Populist party, in which he is an active worker, and has many times served as
a delegate to county conventions, and for

many

years has served as a membei
He has also been a

from two accidents which he received several
icing had the
misfortune to cut his knee with an axe,
which confined him to his bed for several
months, and afterward he was kii
the ankle by a horse, and from the effects of

ti

as

in

which

where he now make- his home. His
farm is rented to his son. George D.. and to
hi- son-in-law, George Reliford, and although Mr. Blackwelder has practically rehired from the active duties of life, he still
makes almost daily trips to his farm
su-

known
owns an

Mary

:

farm,

ber of the school board of Isabel.

lots,

is

[sabel

Reliford,

central committee.

sidence in Isabel, together with seven

which

Frank, a

raises

and after his return
he -pent one year in Pratt City,
farm, and he then purchased a

place in the firm,

;

1

in

of

died in infancj

and painter by trade.
the hardware and implement

engaged

which

3it

leasing his

who

.,

carpenter

it

ti
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Knight

interest in
this city.

memBe still

suffers

these he has newer fully recovered.
also afflicted with failing eyesight.
his

to

He is
He and

wife are now- preparing to make a trip
California, to be absent for

They are numbered among the
representative citizens of the locality, and
are loved and honored for their many noble
months.

characteristics.

RILEY

J.

MERRYFIELD.

who is an extensive farmer and cattle man of Center
township. Ottawa county. Kansas, with postThe

subject of this sketch,
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connections at Minneapolis, is a descendant of an old New York family noted
for its business integrity and great moral
Riley J. Merryfield was born in
worth.
Ogle county, Illinois, ten miles from the city
of Rockford. September 20. 1855. a son of
Merryfield, and a grandson of JusJohn
tice Merryfield.
John T. Merryfield was
office

L

born
with

in

the state of

Xew

York, and came
northern Illi-

his father to the wilds of

where the family located among the
Indians and pioneer settlers before the
Blackhawk war. which occurred in 1832.
Justice Merryfield lived out the remainder
of his years and died there. John T. Merryfield assisted to improve a good farm on the
Illinois prairie, and was married, in Ogle
nois,

county, that state, to Lucy Stewart,
was born in Ireland of Scotch-Irish
ents, a daughter of Samuel Stewart,

who
par-

who

became an early settler in Ogle county. He
became a well-to-do farmer for the time and
locality, and died in his forty-sixth year.
John T. and Lucy Stewart Merryfield had
(

)

much

refinement and culture and a member
of a good family, who has been a valuable
helpmeet to him.
Mrs. Merryfield was a
daughter of Hugh Agnew. who was an early settler and prominent citizen of Winne-

bago county, Illinois, where she was reared
and educated. Hugh Agnew, who came to
Illinois from Canada, married Elizabeth
Mains, a native of Canada, who survives
lives at Rockford, Illinois.
Riley J. Merryfield remained in Illinois
until 1883, when he located at Minneapolis,
Ottawa county, Kansas, wdiere he has been
a recognized factor in the cattle business
since that time.
He owns one thousand
three hundred and sixty acres of valuable
land, and is one of the most extensive stockHe is a prominent
raisers in the county.
and influential citizen, a member of the Republican party and of the Ancient Order of
United Workmen.
Mr. and Mr-. Merryfield have five children, as follows:
Seely
R.. Grace. Jessie. Ula and Una, the two last
mentioned being twins.

him and

several children, the following data concern-

ing
tion

whom
:

will

Loraine.

be of interest in this connecwho married Dr. C. D.

ALEXANDER McBURXEY.

Clark, of Minneapolis, Kansas: Louisa, who
married in the Illinois family of McEvoy,

and died

in that state;

William,

who

The

lives at

Hale. Missouri; Lois, who became Mr-. Agnew, and died at Minneapolis, Kansas; Riley J., the immediate subject of this sketch:
Samuel J., who lives in Blaine township,

Ottawa county, Kansas; Gordon X., who
live- 111 the same township: and'Carrie, who
married into the Agnew family, of Illinois.
and lives on the old family homestead in
that Mate.

Riley J. Merryfield was reared on the
family homestead in Illinois and received a
practical common-school education and ample instruction in farming, and was given
valuable precepts in honesty and industry.
After he left the district school lie was for a
time a student at Arnold's College, at Rockford.
At the age of twenty he left home
and took up the battle of life on his own account, and when he was twenty-two years
old he married Ida M. Agnew, a woman of

well

known

citizen of

Harvev

un-

Kansas, whose name is mentioned above,
is a prominent and successful stock man in
section
12,
Halstead township.
He was
born in Baltimore. Maryland. January 6.
1842. a son of Cleland McBurney. a market
gardener, who was born in Maryland July
4, 1797. and died at Baltimore, that statej
October 6, 1865. Hi- large and profitable
market garden was situated in a suburb of
ty.

Monumental city. Sarah Proctor, wdio
became his wife about 1837. died April 2.
the

1847, aged thirty-three years, leaving five'
Her son. Samuel, born in 183S.

children.

became

a

railroad

man and

died at Pitts-

burg, Pennsylvania, in November. 1900,
Alexander was the
leaving six children.
of her children in order of birth.
William, also a railroad man. died OctGr
her 6, 1.^77. leaving a wife and two children.
Tohn. who has three children, is a stationary

GRAPHICAL HISTORY.
,

and

lives in

\\

ashingti n,

I

)istrict

Lewis, yard-master for the
Pennsylvania Central Railroad Company at
Baltimore, Maryland, and for many years

until

corporation,

had

five

children.

McBurney

Alexander

received a limited

private schools and

was reared
At fourteen he began to
to farm-gardening.
b} the month and in September,
[86l, when he was between nineteen and
education

in

Lit

years old, he enlisted,

tvventj

Baltimore,

at

Maryland, in Colonel Purnelle's
it, com
nine companies of infantry, three
companies of cavalry and two eight-gun batolonel Purnelle, then popular among
teries.
the citizens of
Baltimore as postmaster
of that city, gave place to Colonel Leonard,
vent to the fri nt.
Mr. McBurney
saw three years and three months of hard
legii

!

(

service, mostly along the Poti

mac

river, for

a time in the Eighth Army Corps and later
in the Fifth
Many Corps, ami fortunately

not
sicknc--.
that he

«

It

>nly

is

a

death,

but

u<

mnds

somewhat remarkable

fit

1

-II' Hen

S.

(.Miller)

McBurney were born seven children, includ(
ing two pair- of twin-.
'leland 11.. who
has not married, assists his father in the
management

Kansas, has

ta.

thur

a

farm.

Franklin

and fed dealer, of Wichiwife and a daughter. Ar-

member

also a

is

home

of the

A., a flour, grain

of In- parents' house-

now seventeen years
lime between school and instruction on the organ.
Sarah M.. also in
school, i- making a specialty of music. Mr.
ami Mr-. McBurney also had two infant
hold.

Esther,

Ellen

old. divides her

sons.

Mr. McBurnej

was received a- an EnApprentice, passed the Fellow (raft
ind wa- raised t" the sublime degree of Master Mason and ha- passed the
In politics he
chairs in Odd Fellowship.

tered

the

\mr the war Mr. McBurney
Baltinn re, and was employed there until
1S71. in the Abbott Iron Works.
May 4.
returned

to

1S71. he located at Lawrence. Kansas, where
he remained until March 8, 1872, when he
homesteaded one hundred and sixty acres

rnment land in section (2, Halstead
For two years
township, Harvey county.
he lived alone in a twelve-by-twelve-foot box
house.
May 20, 1^74. he married Miss El-

who was born in Union counPennsylvania. July 2, 1S47. a daughter
Miller.
of Henry and Esther LLowery)
Early in childhood Mrs. McBurney was taken by her parent- to St. Ji seph, Michigan,
and later the family removed to Lawrence.
Kansas, where she met Mr. McBurney.
After his marriage Mr. McBurney built an
len S. Miller,
ty,

in

resii

fact

nftned u his bed a day
February, 1901, when he
mporarily to yield to an acute

was never

home

he erected his

andi

Ui

i- a Republican, and his fellow citizens have
twice called him to the 'line of b
-i\
trustee and he has
for
years filled

attack of grippe.

ing a

)

and

by sickness until

addition to his

when
modern

1883,

of Columbia.

that

1045

humble cabin, thus providwhich he and his wife lived

1

'ftice

1

-cln

f

»

direct'

il

r.

lie

1-

a

steward

and trustee of the Mi
Episcopal church.
lie
w ns three quar11m ne farm, and
of land
devotes himself to mixed husbandry, making a specialt) of wheat, corn, "at- and
<

1

.alfalfa,

and largely

many

to

stock-raising.

lie

iwning
many as one hundred and fort) '"landChinas. He has at this time a herd of twenty-three
high-grade
Poll-Durham
from Shorthorns and Red '"11-. He i- the
only farmer in his vicinit) whi keeps a
ck
of sheep, and at this time he owns about
seventy-five Shropshires and
recently raised forty-three lambs from thirty-one ewe-.
Hi- success in breeding mules
also ha- been noteworthy.
On his farm are
three rchards, and he ha- dug up tv
raises

hi

gs,

1

I

I

fl'

I

1

1

that had become unproductive.
One of the
orchards mentioned comprise- eight acres,
and the two others aggregate twelve acre-.
making twenty acre- devoted to the culture

Water
pumped

of fruit tree- of different kinds.
d(

mestic and farm use

is

for
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inexhaustible

wells

by means of modern

windmills, and as an evidence of Mr. McBurney's up-to-date enterprise, it may be
said that hot and cold water are carried to
all parts of his house by an ingenious sysis

pipes.
He is as public-spirited as he
progressive, in a private way, and there

is

no

tem of

man

in his vicinity

who

is

more

solicit-

ous than he for the welfare of his township.

county and

state.

took an active part in the Revolutionary
war. both as officers and privates. The year
1S78 witnessed the arrival of our subject in
the Sunflower state,

coming

to this

common-

wealth from Massachusetts, and since 1882
he has made his home in Lyons. In 1884
he embarked in journalistic work, and practical experience has made him familiar with
His
the business in every department.
original methods of execution, his great fa'

of perception, his correct and spirited
grasp of affairs have all combined to give
cility

individuality to his style, bringing

DAVID

P.

HODGDON.

Perhaps no agency in all the world has
done so much for public progress as the
press, and an enterprising, well-edited journal is a most important factor in promoting
the welfare and prosperity of any commuIt adds to the intelligence of the peothrough its transmission of foreign and
domestic news and through its discussion
of the leading issues and questions of the
day, and more than that, it makes the town
or city which it represents known outside
of the immediate vicinity, as it is sent each
day or week into other districts, carrying
with it an account of the events transpiring in its home locality, the advancement
and progress there being made, and the advantages which it offers to its residents along
moral, educational. social_and commercial

nity.

ple

him

in-

stant recognition not only at home, but also
He is
in the field of co-existent journalism.

owner of a fine farm of four hundred acres in Rice county, Kansas.
The marriage of Mr. Hodgdon was celebrated in Maine, when Miss Malissa G.
Two daughters
Russell became his wife.
have come to brighten and bless their home,
I,n political matters
Ida M..and Maude.
Mr. Hodgdon is of the old Abe Lincoln
persuasion, and supports the party, men and
measures which more nearly conduce, in his
judgment, to free independent government,
and tli£ happiness and prosperity of all the
governed. Socially he is identified with the
Ancient Order of United Workmen and the
In
Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
manner he is courteous and genial, and
among the people with whom he has been
so long connected he is very popular.
also the

Lyons is certainly indebted to its
wide-awake journals in no small degree, and
lines.

the subject of this review

is

the editor of

one of the excellent newspapers of the city.
The Rice County Eagle. For many years
he has been connected with journalistic
work, and his power as a writer and editor
is widely acknowledged among contemporaneous journals.
David Parker Hodgdon was born in
Farmington, New Hampshire, on the 21st
of February. 1841, and in both the paternal
and maternal lines he is of English descent.
The progenitor of the Hodgdon family in
.America came to this country in 1634, and
he obtained a large grant of land in what is
His descendants
now Xew Hampshire.

ROBERT

WALKER.

J.

The

conditions in the vicinity of Spivey,
Kansas, are favorable to the successful
prosecution of certain lines of industry,

among which
ticularly

the creamery business

notable.

No

is

par-

healthier cattle

are

to be found than those which are bred on
these rich lands, and no greater yield of
richer milk can be produced in any

vored -pot.
(progressive

Among
farmers

mure

fa-

those intelligent and
recognized

who have

is Robert J.
Walker, who since 1900 has conducted one

the possibilities of this business

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
creamery plants

of the largest

For

cality.

a

number

this

in

and

in the raising of choice cattle

his present business

lo-

engaged

of years he

fine

milch

but the out-

is

:perience as a pri\ ate dairy-

man.

The

birth

W

Mr.

of

alker

i

ccurred

in

La Salic count)
was mi »s1 ta\ irIllinois, where In- family
The ancestral hue reaches to
ably known.
in which country his father. Rob
At the
ert Walker, was born and educated.
n of

\

(

>phir,

.

:.

Robert \\ alker came to
and located in CattarauYork, where, in [853, he
married Atilda Mathewson, who was born
in Adams, Berkshire county, 'Massachusetts.
and was a daughter of Hail and Prudence
(Williams) Mathewson. the latter of whom
Hie former was
\ errm int.
a drummer hoy in the army during the war
Both Mr. and Mrs. Mathewson
bf [812.
died in New York, where they lived honorable lives, and are recalled with expressions
After marriage Robert Walker
pf esteem.
entj

;ir

I

the United Statenty,

New

i

and wife moved
at* -ut
85 . and
1

hut later

to

La

Salle county, Illinois,

settled at the

became

residents

town
of

of Ophir,
Livingston

county, where the father of our subject died
at

the age of sixty-six.

and

ec

m my

of

his

Noted

name

Walker was equally known

known residents of Livingston county.
Lpon another page of this volume may be
In

man

mont township, as his place of residence, and
there he engaged in farming and stock raising until

Mr.

and for the exercise >>i those kindly impulses which have made the name of Scot
He adopted the
Lonored the world over.

life

[883, in

Il
success.
sary qualifications to make it
is one of the great activities of tin- section.
,1

pleasant

ddie

ci unty, he was united in marriage
Mi-- Phebe Eugenia Cook, who was the
the well
daughter of William C ok, ne
1

t"

home

of

Mr.

and

Mr-.

Walker is made attractive by the presence
of four bright and intelligent children. Jessie Emma, wdio is. fifteen years old: HarryRobert, ten years of age: Cora Inez, eight
year- old: and Irl John, a little lad of five
>ne daughter, w It In re the name of
Atilda. died September o. 1890, at the age
of six years.
(

i

Mr. Walker is a man of prominence in
rustee of
and hathe town-hip and for two terms has heen
this locality,

an eflkienl
fraternal

5<

member

circles

-

E

in

;

the -eh. ol board. In

he has
-

membership

rela-

and the Woodmen,

both organizations being justly p
h.' and his wife are among the leading

Both

Order of Rehekkah. and
to the Eastern Star.
one of the intelligent and rep-

of the

the latter
to

to

and

this magnitude requires careful supervision,
and Mr. Walker seems 1- pi ssess the neces-

members

In

came

which- time he

at

Spive)

-

educated

Is.

of

i

year-.

in the public schoi

01 »>.

village

and hecame a worthy member of the Methodist
Spivey,
in
His widow resides
church.
where she enji ys the twilight of her life.
led by loving relative-, and is so
well preserved both in mind and bod) as to
be yet an imp. nam member of si ciety and a
Methodist whose example teaches more than
some sermons.
rt J. Walker grew
up in La Salle
and Livingston counties, Illinois, and was
principle- of the Republican party,

1

purchased the
This plant is
thoroughly fitted fpr the successful and ec
nomical production of the highesl grade
creamer) products. Mr. Walker has into
duced a modern separator of the most approved pattern, and make- use of a twelvehorse-power engine. Ill- building is twentytwo feet by thirty-six in dimensions, and
thoroughput i- fitted up with all modern conHe .also uses his
veniences and appliances.
power here to. operate a feed mill where he
grind- as much as two hundred hushels a
day.
In busy seasons Mr. Walker utilizes
many gallons of milk per day. and the cream
i-hipped to Wellington.
A husiness of
the

creamer_\- plant at this place.

for the thrift

country,

for his upright

G

ok family.
1 xt(
of the
[89] Mr. Walker located in Kingcounty, Kansas, selecting a fine tract of
one hundred and sixty acre- of laud in Bel-

found

This family

is

it

v.

where

edit-
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n i- valued and the gentle amenities of
Mr. Walker is progressencouraged.
ive and public-spirited, and can always lie
all enterprises which
favor
upon
to
depended
his judgment decides to be of benefit to
catii
life

community.

the

DANIEL WEBSTER WILCOX.
Prominent among the business men of
Newton. Kansas, is )aniel W. Wilcox, who
1

has been closely identified with the interests
of the city for ja quarter of a century, and
has taken a very active and prominent part
The banking interests
in its development.
are well represented by him. for he is today at the head <»f the Railroad Loan & Savin--

G

mpany, one

.if

moneyed

the leading

institutions of the place.

He

is

a

man

of

keen discrimination ami sound judgment,
and his executive ability and excellent management have brought to the concern with
which he is connected a high degree f suci

Connecticut State
Wilcox married
Miss Abigail Burr, who was born in Middlesex county. Connecticut, about 1825. and
came of a family noted fur longevity. Her
parents were also pioneers of Connecticut,
and she made the journey west by team,
Unto Linus L. Wilcox
with her husband.
and wife were born seven children, but three
childhood.
in
early
The others were
died
Ellsworth, who died at the age of sixteen
years; Daniel W.. of this review; Cynthia
E., who was born in [846, and died 1111-'
married in Illinois, in 1895 and Edward
A., who is now engaged in farming on one
sion as captain in
Militia.

;

hundred and twenty-five acres of the old
homestead in Hancock count}-, Illinois,
which formerly comprised two hundred and
The mother of these chilfifty-six acres.
dren died in 1857, and the father subsequently married Miss Fanny Buell, of Killingworth, Connecticut,
children.

a

the maiden

The latter wife, who bore
name of Emily Hubbard, was
'-g

and both were of
being
ancestors
their
descent,
English
the early colonists who came from
In 1839 Lyman Wilthe mother country.
rn in Connecticut,

cox removed with

his family to

tllim

is,

be-

Hancock canity, where
farming throughout the remainThat had previously been
his occupation in Connecticut. He had three
sons and four daughters, all of whom reared

coming
he

fi

a

pioneer of

illowed

his life.

families with the exception of one daughter.
)ik -on and two daughters are still living

(

the
ria.

fi

Pe rmer being Wilbur F. Wilcox,
is.
win is about the age of our
1

1

Ulini

subject.

Among

our subject ha-

his cherished possessions
hi-

grandfather's commis-

still

who

bore him

five

living are Fletcher E.,

engaged in merchandising: Collin F.,
prominent physician of Princeville. Illiand Fred, who lives on the old home

also

Mr. Wilcox was born in Hancock counIllinois, June 36, 1843. and belongs to
an "Id and honored family of that locality.
His father. Linus L. Wilcox, was bom about
1823 in Haddam, Connecticut, of which
place the grandfather. Lyman Wilcox, was
also a native.

Those

now a resident of Milton. Oregon, where he
is now serving as county treasurer and is

cess.

ty,

the

In 183c) Linus L.

nois:

farm.
Daniel

W. Wilcox

acquired the greater

Is
part of his education in the common sch
of his native state, and for nine weeks was

Hedding College. AbingAt the age of nineteen years
immenced teaching school in his hi >me
district, and successfully followed that pursuit for some years, both in Illinois and Kan-

also a student at

don. Illinois.

he

ci

On attaining his majority he left the
parental roof, and for a year and a half was
r,e of
the engineering corps on the consas.

1

struction of the Toledo. Peoria

& Warsaw-

Railroad.

On the 3d of January, 1809. Mr. Wilcox was united in marriage with Mis- Anna
M. Saunders, also a native of Illinois, and a
daughter of George H. and Nancy M.
(Breed) Saunders, who were also from
Connecticut and emigrated to the Prairie
Her ancestors belonged to
-tate in 1830.
the

noted

Breed

family

of

Bunker

Hill,

<

x).)v,

rvuu^

IPHICAL HISTORY
Mr. and Mrs. Wilcox have
who was born in Kan
a graduate of the Newton
is an accomplished young
-.
and i>< ssesses considerable talent along those lines.
to ui -1 coming to Kansas in 1872; Mr.
Wilcox located in Butler county when
there were onl) two or three other famlie had a hard
in
ilies
his township,
r
plague,
experience during th<
and with his wife in a covered rig left
one

Abigail,

child,

and is
high school. She
sas in [876

1

•

the county,

Although
time,

(he
in

his

returning

the

in

fall

of

[875.

seemed a great calamity at
was really the turning point

it
it

As
sow

life.

one

neighbors
acres he had

of

his

the forty
proposed to
broken in fall wheat, he went back to his
limine
in Illinois, and farmed there one
Old
year, teaching school during" the winter
months.
When his share of the crop of
wheat was marketed he found that he had
nn re im uey than he really Imped for. When
he first came to Kansas he had but. four hundred dollars and being unable to secure an
expensive farm, he bought a tract of railroad land on easy terms. lie made a small
payment and agreed to pay the annual interest for two years, and then pay ten per cent
of the purchase price each year fi >r ten years.

On his return to this state in the fall of
1875 he sold his interest and improvements
fourteen hundred and eighty dollars.
which gave him a start on locating in Newton in March. 1877.
He embarked in the
grocery business, which he successfully carried on for twenty-three years, building up
a paying and constantly increasing trade.
As there were only two other groceries in
the place at the time, he prospered from the

st<
It
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ck of the compan) is two milli< m
is one of the leading associations of the
in the state and
me of its m<

kind

•

financial
tive

institutions.

polic)
I

a large

The

\\ ilcox

the

safe conservainaugurati

judgment of

the institution

if

•

Mr.

self to

is

all,

certainly due in

measure

to him.
has dealt quite extensively

He

in

real

and -till owns a good farm in Fi rd
county, Kansas, and another in Illini 1-. besides his, pleasant home on East Seventh
street, Newton, where he has reside.! since
Ie is one of the most reliable, ener[878.
getic and successful business men of Newton, as well as one of its most popular and
highly respected citizens.
In 1884 he was
elected mayor of the city, and being reestate,

I

elected served at that time four years.

He

was again

called upon to fill that office in
1896 and served two terms. Never were the
reins of city government in more capable
hands, for he is progressive and pre-eminently public-spirited, and all that pertains to

the public welfare receives his hearty en-

He has also been an efficient
of the board of education for sev-

dorsement.

member

eral years.

]

n politics he

is

a Republican,

CHRISTIAN PIDER.

for

start.

In June.

1896, Mr.

Wilcox

assisted

organizing the Railroad Loan & Savings
Company, and has since served as its president, the other officers being W. R. Scott,
in

vice-president

:

and

J.

R. Trouslot, treasurer;

P. M. Hoisington, secretary; and C. E.
Branina. attorney.
These gentlemen, together with C. M. Beachy, W. R. Munroe,
D. C. Conway and W. H. Hamilton, constitute the

board of directors.

The

capital

One

of the most straightforward, energetic and successful business men of Jewell
county is Christian Pider.
He is publicspirited

and thoroughly interested

in

what-

ever tends to promote the moral, intellectual and material welfare of his locality, and
for many years he has been numbered ami >ng
its most valued and honored citizen-.
He

was born in Hamburg. German}
23d of December. 1844, a -on of Christian
and Mary E. Pider. natives of the
cality.
'l"he mother died in her native land
when our subject was but nine ye
and in 1848, when he was four yeans
the remainder of the family came b
the
-

United States, locating in Massillon, Stark
county. Ohio, and some years later, in [854,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
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the father became a naturalized citizen of
this country.
He was a stone mason by

and

trade,

his

death

county, Missouri,

occurred

in

Gentry

when he had reached

the

age of fifty-four years.

:

Christian Pider, of this review, was
reared in his sister's home, in Centerville,
Iowa, and in that city, on the 7th of Au-

86 2, he enlisted for service in the
Civil war. becoming a member of Company
F, Eighteenth Iowa Infantry, under Captain Evans.
He remained a brave and gallant soldier until the struggle was past, and
he was honorably discharged at Little Rock,
Arkansas, in the fall of 1865. During three
months of his army career he was confined
gust.

1

in a hospital, but with the exception of the
time thus spent he was constantly with his
command, and at the close of hostilities he
returned to his home with a most creditable
After his return he again
military record.

became an inmate of his sister's home in
Iowa, but in 1874 he removed from that
state to Kansas, locating on government
land

in

Center

township,

reached the age of sixty-three years. Unto
Mr. and Mrs. Pider have been born five children, but Christian, the second child in order of birth, died at the age of thirteen years.
The four surviving children are
Luna I.,
who is married and is the mother of three
children; Myrtle J., who is attending school
at Salina, Kansas and Viola G. and Madge
B., who are also attending school.
The
family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and our subject and his wife

Jewell

county.

The farm which he now owns comprises

;

were among the

first

members

of that de-

nomination here. In his social relations Mr.
Pider is a member of Jim Lane Post, No. 34,
G. A. R., which was one of the first societies organized in
Mankato. In political
matters he has been a life-long Republican,
his first presidential vote having been cast
for Abraham Lincoln while he was in the
army, and he has ever since continued to
support Republican candidates. Many years
of his life have been spent in Jewell county,
and he has thus become widely known
among her citizens and is held in high regard.

a

hundred and twenty acres of
fertile land, on which he has erected commodious and substantial buildings, and everytract of three

thing about the place indicates the supervi-

and progressive owner.
Sunflower state was a
stone dugout, twelve by eighteen feet, in
which they made their home for a number of
years, but in 1884 this primitive abode was
replaced by a modern and commodious building, and their home is now one of the best
and most attractive places of the locality.
Ere leaving the Hawkeye state Mr. Pider was married to Miss Mary E. Shoemaker, their wedding having been celebrated in
Appanoose county, that state, on the 19th
of December. 1871. The lady was born in
Indiana, and is a daughter of Frank and
Marv C. (Rhinka) Shoemaker, natives of
Hanover, lermany. The mother was called
to her final rest when Mrs. Pider was but
one year old, passing away in Indiana, but
she was survived by her husband for a number of years. He died in Iowa when he had
sion of a practical

Their

home

first

(

in the

REUBEN WORICK.
One of the honored pioneers of Jewell
county, Kansas, is Reuben Worick, wdiose
residence
years.

here covers

At

his

a

arrival he

period of

found

a

thirty

broad

upon which very few
settlements had been made, while the flourishing towns and villages which we now
see were unknown.
The work of developmerit and improvement belonged to. the fu-

stretch of wild prairie,

Buffaloes could be killed not far distant, and only a few years had passed since
the Indians had left for western reservations.
Mr. Worick established his home on
the farm where he yet resides, and has tature.

ken an active part in reclaiming the wild
land for purposes of civilization.
lie was born in Center county. Pennsylvania, on the 1st of October. 1836. and is
of Dutch and English descent.
His grandfather. John Worick, was born in Pennsylvania, and his parents came from Germany

,
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America .ami when the ship arrived he
was si 'Id to pa) his passage, working until
his wages were equal to the passage price.
Such was the custom in colonial days, the
practice was discontinued after the estab
lishment of the republic.
John Worick
married Rebecca Kitchen, who was of
English descent, and
many years
for
the\ resided in Center county, Pennsylva
nia. where both .lied when well advanced in
year-.
Their son, Charles Worick, the father of our subject, was horn in Northumberland
county,
Pennsylvania. June _'.
was a cabinet maker 1>\ trade. In
October, (842, he removed with hi- family
to Stephen- mi c« unity, Illinois, where he
made his home until 1884, when he became
a resident of tola, Kansas, his death there
occurring on the 2d of January, 1888. He
was married e>n the 20th of September,
[835, to Mi-- Mary Brown, who was born
in the Keystone state, October 3, 18 15. a
daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Klontz)
Brolwn, the former a native of Center comity,
Pennsylvania, while the latter was born in
the Keystone state.
to

1

Reuben Worick spent the first six years
life in the siate of his nativity, and
was then taken by his parents to Illinois,
where he was reared upon the home farm,
early becoming familiar with all the duties
and labors that fall to the lot of the agriculof his

He

turist.

attended the

and remained

at

home

common

schools

until his marriage,

assisting his father in the cultivation of the
fields.
On the 22d of October, 1854. lie
wedded Miss Susannah Kohl, who was bom
in
Lycoming county. Pennsylvania, a
Whitdaughter of David and Christina
man) Kohl, both of whom were natives of
the Keystone state, whence they removed to
Wisconsin about 185.1. The father was a
1

farmer and miller, and those pursuits occupied

his

ther and
ty,

that

entire

business

thirteen children, of
ing.

career.

The

fa-

mother both died in Green counstate.
They were the parents of

The youngest

whom

four are yet

in the family

is

liv-

Mrs.

Worick.
After his marriage in the spring of 1855,
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Mr. Worick removed with his bride to
eIllinois, and for one year was employed by the month by John II. Adam- to
I

darville,

haulmmi 1.1 Freeport.
le
removed to the vicinity of Orahgeville,
where he worked at carpentering
the fall of [857, at which lime he went

dri\ e a team,

then

il.

I

Illinois,

until

to Wisconsin, settling in Cadi/ township,
seven miles southeast of Monroe, where hefollowed his trade until September [O, t86l,
At that date, prompted b) a -pirit of patriotism, he offered hi- services t.. the government and joined the hoys in blue of the
Fifth Wisconsin Battery,
with which he
served until June 14, [865, when he received an honorable discharge, the war having been brought to a successful termina-

He was always found

tion.

at his post, re-

porting each day for duty, and was a brave
and loyal soldier. He had four brother- and
two con-ins who were members of the same

company.

When the war was over Mr. Worick returned to his Wisconsin home, and there remained' until the 19th of March, 1871, when
he came with his family to Jewell county.
Kansas, taking up his abode on the farm
where he now lives, lie secured it as a
claim from- the government and the patent
for the same is signed by General Grant,
The
then president of the United States.
first cooking for the family on this farm was
done under a tree and their first house was a
combination of a shanty and dugout. One
day Mr. Worick started out on a hunting
trip

.ifter

much

buffaloes,

and upon
he found

to his surprise,

bis
hi-

return,

family

little dugout, his wife and children having built it during his absence.
There they lived for eight year-, when the
primitive home was replaced by a more commodious one, and in 1887 their present fine

living in a

was erected from stone secured upon the farm. Other modern improvements
and accessories have been added until 11. iw
he has the largest and best barn in the county, and the place is n< iw >ne of the best farms
residence

1

its

—

county the substanevidence of the enterprise and labor of

in this portion of the
tial

owner.
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The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Worick
was blessed with nine children, of whom
four are yet living: Mary C, who is married and has two children living, the elder
having served his country in the war in
the Philippines: William W., who is married and has three living children, his son
having enlisted for service

in the

Spanish-

American war. and with his command
camped in Pennsylvania Lizzie, who is married and has one child and Minnie, who is
married to J. M. Blake, and resides on the
Symore farm. Their grandson, Eugene F.
Windecker, was for two years a soldier in
:

;

is now in Wyoming.
Mr. Worick is a most enterprising farmer and everything about his place indicates

the Philippines, and

his careful supervision.

and

his labors

He

have resulted

is

in

progressive
bringing to

him gratifying success. His fields are under a high state of cultivation, his stock is
of good grades, and neatness and thrift charFor
acterize the farm in every department.

Worick was agent for the EsMachinery Company, and ran the first

ten vears Mr.
terly

twine binding harvester that was shipped
In his politiinto Jewell county, Kansas.
cal views he has been a stalwart Republican
since casting his first presidential vote for
Abraham Lincoln. For many years he has
served as clerk of the school district, but has
never been an aspirant for public office. He
belongs to the Ancient Order of United
to Jim Lane Post, No. 34,
Mankato, thus maintaining
pleasant relations with his old army comrades of the blue. His life has been a busy
and useful one, and in all its relations his
course has been manly and straightforward.

Workmen, and
G.

A.

R.,

of

GEORGE

R.

TYLER.

Since 1882, a period of twenty years,
George R. Tyler has been numbered among
die agriculturists of Jewell county, and is
to-day a prosperous farmer, owning four
hundred acres of valuable land, which returns to

him

a gjlden tribute in

reward for

and labor he bestows upon it. He
was burn in Lee county, Virginia. August
the care

22, 1848, his parents being L. K. and Miranda (Reed) Tyler. W'hen the colonies at-

tempted to throw

oft' the yoke of British oppression John Tyler, the grandfather of our
subject, joined the American army and valiantly fought for independence.
As a proof

bravery he ever afterward wore a
bayonet scar upon his forehead, having been
wounded by a British soldier.
L. K. Tyler was a native of Massachusetts and in 1830 removed to Lee county,
Virginia, where he spent his remaining days
his death occurring in 1872.
By occupar
tion he was a farmer.
His sympathies were
with the north during the Civil war and three
of his

had to flee from home in order to
escape conscription by the Confederacy.
The family were subjected to much persecution, but they lived to see the south recognize the supremacy of the national government. In his political views the father was
a Henry Clay Whig. His wife, who was a
native of Connecticut, died near Hoxie,
Kansas, where she was living with her
of his sons

The mardaughter, Mrs. Pope, in 1894.
riage of Mr. and Airs. Tyler was celebrated
removed
they
which
in Massachusetts, after
to the south.
Under the parental roof George R. Tyler
spent his childhood days and assisted his
father in the work of the home farm. When
a young

made

man he left the
way to Knox

his

old homestead and
county, Kentucky,

where he lived with his brother-in-law fur a
He then went to the three U rks of
time.
the Kentucky river, where life was ermpli yed
for

two years with

his brother in the dry-

goods business, and *on the expiration of
that period removed to Buchanan county,
After a year and a half, howMissouri.
ever, he went to Xemaha county, Nebraska,
where he remained for three years, and in

came to Kansas, settling
county, two miles west of ManHere he has developed a splendid

the winter of 1882
in Jewell

kato.

The rich land he has placed under
farm.
a high state of cultivation and has added
and all modern equipments
buildings
g d
1
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the farm work al< ng pri
Everything is neat and
appearance
and indicates the wner
thrifty in
industrii us and energetic man.
On the 9th of December, t886, in Spen-

for carrying on

1

ccurred the
Mr. [yler and Miss Susan Met-

oex county, Indiana, near Dale,
£

1

They haw ne In ing son, ]
and they lost a little daughter, Nina I... who
died February 17. 1895, at the age of three
years.
Mrs. Tyler belongs to the Method
ist church at Mankato, and Mr. Tyler has
calf.

1

membership
a

Masonic

relations with the

fra-

In politics he lias always remained

ternity.

through

Republican

all

the

fluctuating

never wavering in his
allegiance to the party whose principle-, he
are mosl conducive to got d g >verrj
the
ti(
has served as a member
sell..
board and is ever deeply interested

opinii ns of the west,

:

1

1

'1

•

In

manner he

sitit

5

is

genial and

11

many

reached mature years.
lay spent
i
Paul

-

-

for

tlie

general

u<

*

-d.

accommodating, in dispoi- highly esteemed by his

friends for his splendid qualities.

'053

parental

ro<

1

Under the
his

child-

hood days and after he had attained to
man'- estate he was married to Catherine
Albert. b\ whc*n he had eight children, six
sons and two daughters.
'eter. the eldest,
died al the age
twent) four years.
Kate
was married and died in Germany, at the
agei i -i\t\ year-, leaving two sons. Nichlas 1- a farmer of the fatherland and has
six children.
Amandus was a mariner ami
became an officer on board a sailii
in the merchant marine service in early life
hut later he became a brewer and estabI

1

f

1

lished business in that line in

Indiana, about 1862.

Fort

Wayne,

le met witli splendid
business and accumulated considerable property.
He was also married
in Fort Wayne, and died in [889, leaving

success

I

in his

me .-in. John Hay. the next of the family,
came to this country in [875, ami died in
Fort Wayne. Indiana, a year and a half
lau-r. leaving a wife and -ne - n.
Adolph
is

the sixth of the family.

Ernest

pro-

is

prietor of a meat market in Kingfisher.
Oklahoma, and has a wife and seven chil-

The father of this
Germany about 1S56 and
away in 1865.
dren.

ADOLPH HAY.
is

It

always interesting to examine into

man and learn
Such a historj is
often a si urce of encouraganent and help
to others, and such is the life record of

the history of a self-made
the secret of his success.

ilay. a well

known

bridge builder

and contractor, wtho is residing upon one
of his farms on section 2. Newton township,
Harvey o unty.
He is not only a selfmade man but he had the additional drawbeing unfamiliar with the English
tongue when he set out to make his way in
world, fi r he is of German birth.
A native of Hamburg. Germany, his
back

1

f

day was March 9. 1852. His father,
Paul Hay. was born- in the same locality,
in the year 1S04. and was a son of Albert
Hay. who was also born in Hamburg. He
was a farmer in m< derate circumstances and

natal

lite in the land of his nativpassing awav in his ninetieth year. In
family were two daughters and three

spent his entire
ity,

his

family died in
wife passed

his

In the schools
f the
fatherland Adolph
Hay pursued his education anil for three
years he served in the German army after
the French war. but took part in no battles.
He was apprenticed to the carpenter's trade
for a term «.f three years and during that
time mastered the business which he has
since foil wed to a greater or less extent.
In [875 he crossed the Atlantic to the new
1

Fori Wayne,
years ago, in
For a time he
wa- employed in Newton, and in the spring
of [879 he purchased eighty acre- of land in
the
\Mi-hip. Harvey county,
Santa Fe Railroad Company, paying eight
wi rid, taking

up

Indiana,

and

[878, he

came

his

abode

in

twenty-three
to Kansas.

1"

:

hundred dollars for the amount. This was
a wild tract, on which not a furrow had
been turned or an improvement made, but
with characteristic energy he began its development and in course of time transrmed it into a verv valuable tract. He
fi
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kept bachelor's hall for six or seven years
in his small frame house, which was twelve
by sixteen feet.
In 1886 he returned to
Newton;, where, forming a partnership with
under
the firm name of WatWatson,
C.
J.
son & Hay, he engaged in bridge building.
The firm did a very extensive and profitable
bridges
high-water
business,
building
throughout the state, and maintained the

of Illinois: Lena, in Newton; John, who is
with his parents; and Fred, who completes
the family.

partnership until 1890, when by mutual
Air. Hay. howconsent it wBs dissolved'.
ever, is still connected with bridgebuilding
and in this line has a liberal patronage. In
the fall of 1894 he purchased the farm upon
comprises one
It
which he now resides.

them many new friends. Mr. Hay is a
Knight Templar Mason, and in his politiAll that he poscal views is a Democrat.

hundred and sixty acres of land, for which
he paid three thousand dollars. It has good
improvements, and, in fact, is one of the
He
best farming properties of the district.
has a tenant on his eighty-acre farm' but
gives his personal supervision to the home
place, and has from sixty to seventy acres
planted to wheat and twenty-five acres in

He

has about seventy head of shorthorn cattle and keeps eight good' horses,
Throughout
a
fine driving team.
including
the vear he employs a man to assist him in
the work of the farm, which is conducted
along the most progressive lines. He has
corn.

six acres of orchards on the
a fine grove of four acres

two farms and
surrounds his

home. His cottage stands well back from
the road and is reached by a shaded driveIt is a most attractive home place
way.

and the farm

is

the visible evidence of the

enterprise of the owner.

On the 23d of September, 1891. Mr.
Hay was united in marriage to Miss Sarah
Kramer, who was born in La Salle county,
Illinois, a daughter of Adam and Barbara
(

Young) Kramer, both of whotn were naGermany, but came to this country

tives of

In 1882 they removed to
Kansas and are now residing upon a farm

in childhood.

near Newton. They became the parents of
twelve children, of whom nine are yet living:
Mary, the wife of George Beet; Mrs.
Hay; Lizzie, the wife of Fred Roland, a
fanner f New t< 11 ti unship Anna, the wife
of John Hess, of Texas; Charles, who is
1

living

:

on the Kramer homestead; Edward,

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hay has been born
but one child, Carl, born in September,
Our subject and his wife have long
1892.
resided in Harvey county and year by year
have extended the circle of their acquaintance, while their genuine worth has gained
to

sesses has been acquired since he came to
Mastering the language and
this country.

gaining familiarity with the business methods and customs, he has steadily worked his
way upward, brooking no obstacle that
Tocould be overcome by honest effort.
day he stands among the substantial farmers and representatives of the builder's art
in Newton, Harvey county, and has gained
the good will and confidence of his fellow

men

as well

as

won

petence.
»

GEORGE

D.

a

comfortable com-

»

STRATTOX.

George D. Stratton is engaged in fanning and stock breeding on section 34. Walton township, Harvey county. His place is
known as the Elm Park Short-horn farm
and he has a wide reputation as a breeder
and dealer in cattle. He was born in Shelby
His
county, Kentucky, March 19, 1842.
father, David D. Stratton, was also a native
His death
of Kentucky, born about 1814.
occurred in Washington county, Indiana, in
the town of Campbellsburg, June 24, 1901.
His wife who bore the maiden name of
Martha Ann Shanks, was also born in Kentucky. March 31, 1814, and they "became
the parents of ten children, seven sons and
three daughters, all of whom have reached
mature years and have married and have
William, who was
children of their own.

born in Kentucky, October 25, 1838, had
twelve children, of whom eleven are yet living, and his death occurred February 24.
1902, at Fairfield, Illinois. Samuel Wilson,
born August 17, 1840, is a farmer of Pleasant township, Harvey county, and has been
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twice married,

his

children

George D.

number.
review.

1-

bom

Sarepta,

being nine

in

the subject of this

January

[3,

[843,

Mrs. Peters, a widow living in KanShe came from IndiMissouri.
ana to the west in 1SS4 and has one son.
is u, -w

City,

sas

November

1845, is a stock
fanner of >range D unty, Indiana. James.
s
the next ot ^ ie
born August 27, 1847,
family, and was followed by John, who
rn

29,

I

'

>

was

rn

I"

September

K., born July 23, 1851,

17.
is

Margaret
[849.
the wife of Jerome

Lewi- II.. bom May [9, [853, is
a farmer and carpenter and has been engaged in teaching school. Eliza Jane, born
.March [9, [856, is now Mr-. Glover, a
widow residing in Indiana. The parent- of
family were married December 21,
this
1837, and celebrated their gulden wedding
at tiie
Id home near Campbellsburg, Indiana, in [887,
n which occasion all of their
children were together for the first time in
aver thirty years, and it proved to be the
Stanly.

1

1

casion of a

East

mother died

family reunion, for the

October

of the following
survived her thirteen
in 1901.
In religious
faith they were Baptists amd all of their
children became members of that church
with one exception.
le rge Dudley Stratton. of this review,
was reared to farm life. He received but
iths' schooling each year.
In his
twentieth year he enlisted in the Civil war.
Hi- brother Samuel joined the army in the
spring f [861 and fi r four years was numbered among the defenders of the Union.

The

year.

in

father

years, passing

away

(

.

He was wounded

in the wrist at

Vicksburg

and was on the vessel which ran the blockade there. His regiment was the Twentythird Indiana, while our subject and his
brother William w ere members of the Sixtysixth Regiment
f
Indiana troops.
Seth,
the youngest of the family, joined the One
Hundred and Thirty-fourth Indiana, enlisting
r six months.
George D. and William ji uid! the army fir three years and
were mustered out at the close of the war,
in June. [865.
Mr. Stratton rose from the
become second lieutenant. Both
he and his brother William were taken pris1

fi

1055

oners bj General kirhv Smith at ku'lini n.l,
Kentucky, soon after their enlistment, hut
within a few
day- were paroled and returned to camp at Indianapolis, from which
place they again went to the front 111 De-

cember of that year.
George
Stratton, of this review, was
married so 11 after his return from the war,
on the 5th of November, [865, to Miss
Camilla Russell, of Bairdstown, Kentucky, a
daughter of Elza Russell.
The) began
their domestic life upon a rented farm near
Campbell-burg. Indiana, and there Mr.
Stratton carried on agricultural pursuits until the spring of
1N71. when, in the month
of April, he came to Harvey county, Kansas,
and secured a claim of one hundred and
sixty acre-.
One settler had preceded him
thi- locality, hut that gentleman ha- since
gone to Arkansas, so that Mr. Stratton is
I

>.

ti

now the oldest living settler in Walt, n
township.
He and his wife began their
domestic life without any capital, hut had
saved one thousand dollars at the time they
removed to the Sunflower state. They n< w
own four hundred acres of land, all in one
body, ami this Mr. Stratton has placed under a high state of cultivation. He has -ix
miles of osage hedge fence upon his place
and his attractive and commodious residence
was erected in 1889, while his famous red
barn was built in 1901. He was formerly
extensively engaged in raising wheat, at
times having sixteen hundred bushels in a
season, but of late years he has given his attention to the cultivation of corn, oats and
alfalfa, having seventy acres planted to the
last

crop.
He is also extensively enraising stock and has over fifty
of registered short-horn cattle.
He

named

gaged

in

head
also

rai-es

horses,

keeping from thirty to

forty head, and each year he places upon the
market from forty to one hundred Poland

China hogs,

his sales of stock amounting to
-even hundred to three thousand d 1Mr. Stratton has sold breeding cattle in southern markets, receiving
fn
ne hundred to three hundred dollars
a head.
He is a practical and progressive
agriculturist and in all his business dealings
is meeting with excellent success.
fn

m

lars annually.

m

1

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

1056

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Stratton has
been blessed with eight children, of whom
seven are living: Alamie, Who has successfully engaged in teaching for several years
Stella, the wife of Charles Marshall, of
Stronghnrst, Illinois, by whom she has two
Russell A., of Thatcher, Colorado',
sonwho is married and has one daughter; David A., who is associated with his father in
t'.ie
conduct of the Elm Park Short-horn
farm: William and Guy, who were soldiers
in the Philippines and are now holding government positions in the quartermaster's
department; and Goldie D., who is a graduate of the county schools and is with her
parents.
In his political views Mr. Stratton
was formerly a Republican, but is now identified with the Populist party and has served
as township trustee and township treasurer,
He is
filling both positions for two terms.
also a prominent member of the Grand
Army of the Republic, and in days of peace,
as well as in days of war, is a loyal and patriotic citizen, while in business he is an
enterprising and progressive man, who has
attained well merited success.
;

SETTLE.

C. E.

Among

the prominent and well-known

of Chikaskia township, Kingman
Kansas, few are more highly esteemed than C. E. Settle, who resides near
citizens

county,

Spivey.

The

birth of

Mr.

Settle

was

at

Union

DeKalh county, Missouri, on June 14,
1864, a son of J. C. and Martha (Smith)
Settle, the former of whom was born in
Kentucky, of an old and honorable family of

Star,

and the

that state,

in Tennessee,

latter of

whom was

born

of a family of equal promi-

J. C. Settle was a survivor of the
Mexican war and became one of the leading

nence.

citizens of

of

J.

A.

B..

C.

De

Settle

who

Kail) county.

:

citizen; C.

children

follows:
resides in Clinton county. Mis-

T. C, who
of this county; T.
souri

The

and wife were

II..

as

prominent stock man
who is a well-known
who is a prominent man of
is

a

P.,

township, also; C. E., who is the subof this biography; W. E., who is a
leading citizen of Winnscot township; and
Emma, who lives in Missouri, where the
father of these children died at the age of
this

ject

sixty-nine years.
He was a consistent and
worthy member of the Methodist church, a
successful business man and one who was
always highly respected.
The mother of
these children died at the age of sixty-eight
years, in Kingman, beloved by all who knew
her.

C. E. Settle grew up on his father's
farm and was early taught the stock business, in which his father had been so successful and in which the son has been very

extensively engaged, his early training giv-

ing him the advantage over those who enter
totally inexperienced in this complicated industry. His education was the best afforded
in his locality, and he remained at home until
he reached maturity.
At the age of
twenty-one, in Missouri, Mr. Settle was

married to Miss Mattie Wilson, who was
horn in Ohio and who was a daughter of
Dr. M. J. Wilson, of Henry county, Missouri, an ex-soldier of the Civil war, and
both of Mrs. Settle's parents died in Missouri.
The three surviving children of Mr.
and Mrs. Settle are Mable. Howard and
Peale, those who have died being two babies
and one son named Byron.
In 1 89 1 Mr. Settle came to Kansas and
since 1894 has operated one of the finest
stock farms of Kingman county.
This
place,

locally

known

consists of three

as the Osborn farm,
hundred and twenty acres

of fine grazing land.

and water

facilities

Its natural

make

it

advantages

particularly de-

sirable for the successful operation of ex-

tensive stock interests,

and to these Mr.

Set-

has added improvements in the way of
the planting of shade trees and the building
of shelters.
Usually he keeps about one
tle

hundred and fifteen head of cattle of high
grade, and as a stockman his reputation is
high throughout the county. His comfortable home and attractive surroundings make
life very agreeable on this Kansas homestead.
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Although not an active

politician

Mr.

Settle has been a life-long Republican and
'\- believes in the principles if thai
1

For a number of years he lias been
with the order of Odd Fellows
very popular in that fraternity, his
pleasant, genial manner, his uprightness of
life and his respect for the rights of others
party.

identified

and

is

many warm

making- him

friends.

It is

truth-

always as
good as his bond, a reputation which Mr.
been
a matIt
has
Settle always lives up to.
ter of public spirit with Mr. Settle to promote with his influence all moral and educational measures in his locality, and also to
encourage all legislation in the interests of
temperance.
Both he and wife are much
esteemed members of the United Brethren
church, and few men of this township are

him

fully said of

more

that his

word

is

representative of her best ele-

truly

ment.

WASH BOX.

FRED.

.

York bar

came

Kansas, where

t<

I

1

tairper,

the

in

Febroai

in

I'tica

at
e
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became associated in
V\ ashb
th* r, James
(

r.

1

y,

1

tarper county,

Following March he
practice with his bro<n.

F<

«r

sev<

they pursiued a general practice in that city,
but in .May. [897, the} decid
an office in Anthony, of which our subject
w a- put in charge.
Since o nning b the city
1

Anthony Mr. Washbon has been prominently identified with its growth and im-

of

provement.

In his political affiliations he
a stalwart supporter of the Republican
party, and ha- ever been an active and effiis

cient worker for its interests.
In hi- social
r«l:iii' >m he i- a member of
\
ktq Com
mandery, No. 37, K. T.. oif Harper Chapter,
'.
Mi
R. A. M., and Harper Lodge, N<
206, A. F. & A. M., and in these orders he
has filled the offices of eminent commamder,
high priest and worshipful master,
lie i- a
broad-minded, progressive man and a publicspirited citizen, and in all life's relations is
found true to the duties of professional and
social life which the dav may brit s
.

1 1 1 1 1

.

.

it- ranks a
The law has ever attracted
certain class of men gifted with keen percept

<

tions and logical minds, men who, by nature
or training or both, are peculiarly fitted t<>
deal with the problems which arise nm< mother fellows. In reviewing the pri nvineut
members of the Harper county bar the name
of Fred Washbon takes precedence of man}
of his professional brethren, and we are

pleased to present to his

and acquaintances

numerous friends

this sketch of his useful

B.

stock-raising in

tawa

en

is

a native son of

birth having occurred in

ty, that state, in

uel

DOTY.

'

He

aunty line.

rsois, his

B.

Doty follow- farming and
Cloud county, near the Ot-

185

1

.

his parents

Fred

Washbon,

a

member

of the firm

Washbon & Washbon, prominent attorneys of Harper and Anthony, was bom in
the to\vn of Morris, Otsego county, New
York, a son of Henry R. and Eliza M.
Waahb n, also natives of the Empire state.
The father was prominently known in the
of

and Delilah (Windbeglar) Doty.
ancestors were of English

legal circle-

1

f

central

New

York,

his prac-

extending far beyond the confines of
Morris, where he made his home, and he
continued an active practitioner at the bar
until his death, which occurred in 1883.
Our subject was admitted to the New

German

lineage.

The

[lli-

Cook counbeing Sam-

maternal

life.

tice

ANDREW
Andrew

Hi-

and

father of our subject

was a native of Pennsylvania, hi- wife of
ur
Maryland, and unto them were b ra
children, three sons and a daughter, all of
whom are yet living in Kansas. In 1854
Samuel Doty removed with his family from
Illinois to Iowa ami there purchased land,
making his home there m until 1S70. when
he came to Kansas and secured a homestead, while his son William entered the tract
They were an
of land adji ining.
settlers and lived down near the
fi

river in tents for a time.

Later rhev

built a
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sod house of one room, which was occupied by six people, and while living" in that
habitation an east rain washed out one whole
side of the house.
Two years later a base-

ment was

built

ami covered! over and

in

it

the

family resided for two years, when their
present comfortable residence was erected.
It is a substantial country house; near by
stand good barns, sheds and other equipthe
ments found upon a model farm of
The family came to
twentieth century.
buy
a
enough
to
Kansas without money
homestead and they experienced many hard-

and

ships
to

go

trials in

gaining a

start.

They had

to Salina to secure milling products,

which could be killed about
forty miles westward, furnished their meat
Samuel Doty, resupply for the winter.
mained upon the old family homestead until
his death, which occurred in October, 1890.
His wife passed away in 1880 and he then

and

buffaloes,

lived with his son, who succeeded to the
ownership of that half of the homestead upon
which the house stood.
The subject of this review accompanied
his parents on their removal to Iowai and to
Kansas, and bore his share in the work of
developing the home farm.
In 1880 he
was united in marriage to MissCassie Haun,
who died in 1882. She was a daughter of
Wilson and Eliza Haun. Her father departed this life in 1893, but her mother is still
1

living and is a resident of Delphos.
In
1884 Mr. Doty was again married, his second union being with Luetta Rogers, a
daughter of Isaac and Mary Ann Hackleman) Rogers, who were natives of Indiana.
Her father was a farmer by occupation and
came to Kansas in 1882. She has two brothers in Boulder, Colorado, engaged in mining,
and an uncle is also living there, and two of
(

her brothers are grain dealers of Minnesota.
Unto our subject and his wife have been born
three interesting children, but Ora Ethel,
who was born in 1885, died in 1898. The
others are Millie Aletia, born in 1890 and
Myrtie Troy, born in 1894.
These two attractive

little girls

are the life

and pride of

the household.

In order to provide for his family Mr.

Doty follows agricultural pursuits and is an
industrious and practical farmer.
He has
two hundred and thirty-seven acres of well
improved land, mostly devoted to the raising
of wheat with the exception of ten acres of
pasture land.
He also raises cattle and has
about twenty-four head of Herefords, which
he ranges on the hills in the summer months.
His business affairs are well conducted and
1

is now the
home and good

he

possessor of a comfortable
income, as the result of hisi
Socially he is connected with Delphos' Lodge, No. 129, A. 0. U.
W. and in his political views he is a Republican but seeks not the honors and emoluments
of public office, preferring to devote his energies to his business interests;, in which he is
well directed labors.

meeting with creditable success.

WILLIAM RIXER.
William Riner is a retired farmer of
Burr Oak, Kansas, and an honored veteran
of the Civil war, whose loyalty to his country was manifest on southern battlefields.
He is as true to-day to the old flag and the
land it represents as when he followed it
through the scenes of conflict forty years
ago.
Mr. Riner is a native of Warren
county, Indiana, born September 25, 1S40,
his parents being Daniel and Mary (Starry)
Riner.
The former was born in Virginia
and removed to Indiana between 1830 and
while
in 1850 he went to Iroquois
1835,
county, Illinois. In 1883 he came to Kansas, following his son. William, and his
death occurred in Burr Oak, in 1885, when
he was eighty-eight years of age. His was
a life of usefulness and honor and he always
commanded the respect and confidence of
his fellow men.
His wife was born in Virginia and died in Illinois in 1861.
Upon his father's farm William Riner
spent the days of his boyhood and youth,
working in the fields through the months
of summer and in the public schools pursued
his education during the winter months.
When the south attempted to overthrow the
Union his patriotism was aroused and on
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Hie -'"th of November, 1861, he offered his
government and enlisted al
Unarga, Illinois, .1- a member of Company
M, Ninth Illinois Cavalry, under the command of Captain Knight and Colonel Bracklie had previously enlisted, but on acet!,
count of his mother's alarming illness, followed b) her death in the summer of 1861,
lie did not go to the front until November.
He made his way to Chicago, thence to St.
Louis, Pilot Knoh. Helena and .Memphis.
Much f his service was in Tennessee and
Mississippi, in which states lie participated
numerous engagements, including the
in
He
Guntown and Tupelo.
of
tatties
experienced all the hardships and rigors
of war. and on the [9th of November, [864,
in company with one companion, he was
accidentally cut off from his company near
the scene of a battle in northern Mississippi.
Hi- command was returning to camp from
an expedition which had resulted in the
capture of a number of Confederates when
Mr. Riner and his companion suddenly
found that they were oenfronted by the
Confederate tmops. They were surrounded
by rebel soldiers and in escaping Mr. Riner
pst hi- horse, gun and hat, but he managed
However, he became
to elude his pursuers.
lost in the woods and again and again he
came across rebel camps and other unlooked
for dangers and from the 19th of November
until the 12th of January. 1865, he was practically lo>t to the world, having no ocmjnunication with his relatives, who thought
him dead. At length, however, lie managed to reach the Union lines, but in the
meantime had borne many hardships. After
long ami faithful service, covering more
than three years, he was mustered out at

services to the

1

Springfield. Illinois.

March

Mr. Riner returned to his

home and

through the grasshopper plague, through
scenes of drouth and also experienced a loss
of nine thousand dollars through a hank fail-

undaunted courage, determinaand enterprise he has steadily advanced,
overcoming all these difficulties and obstacles, and to-day is the p esessi »r >f a handsome competence which enables him to live
a retired life in Burr Oak. where he ha- a
pleasant and attractive home.
le -till owns
two hundred and thirty-two acres of valuable land in the homestead farm ami a farm
01 one hundred and thirty acre- adjoining
Burr Oak on the west.
Mr. Riner was married in [roquois
county. Illinois, December 31, 1867, to Miss
Jennie Lewi-, a daughter of James and
Lydia (Patton) Lewi-.
Her father removed to [roquois county when she was
quite young and died when she was only
five years old.
hi later years the mother
came to Kansas to live with her daughter
and died in 1882, at the Riner homestead,
four and one half miles southwest of Burr
Oak. In the Lewis family were five brothers,
whom. Thomas, Calvin
three of
and William, were Union soldiers of
the Civil war, and Thomas and William were prisoner- for nine months
at
Andersoiiville,
where they suffered
untold
such
as
were
inprivations
ure, hut with

tion

1

I

life in those southern prison pens.
Mr. and Mrs. Riner are people of the highest respectability, enjoying the warm regard
of all with whom they came in contact by
reason of their many excellencies of character.
He is a gentleman of genial disposition and is regarded as one of the leading

cident to

citizens of his

business

and who

13. 1865.

con-

of one

acres,

upon which

he ha- since resided, being one of the old-

1

I

the

in

community

—

a

man who

in

has ever been straightforward
his civil relations has gained
friend-.

JOSEPH

A.

McCOY.

secured a homestead claim

hundred and sixtv

est pioneers, as well

zens

life

many warm

tinued his residence in Illinois, until 1871,
when he came to Jewell county, Kansas, arriving on the 13th of October.
In Burr

Oak township he
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as

community.

most honored

He

citi-

has lived here

most pr minent and respected"
citizens of Barber comity is Joseph A. McCoy, a man whose history furnishes a
splendid example of what may be accom•

>ne of the
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plished through determined purpose, laudaand well directed efforts.
native of the Buckeye state, his birth there

A

ble ambition

county, December 3.
occurred
His paternal great-grandfather was
1849.
a native of the north of Ireland, but in a
very early day left his little home across
the sea and came to America, locating in

Wayne

in

Pennsvlvania.
sun, Joseph

commonwealth

In that

McCoy was

his

born and there mar-

Anna McCoy, who, although of
same name, was not a relative. They

ried "to
the

became the parents of the following

chil-

Xeil.
David, Alexander,
dren:
John,
Rachel and Sarah, all of whom were born in
There the father of these
Pennsylvania.
children was engaged in the tilling of the

removal to the Buckeye state
in a very early day. making the journey with
his wife and six children, a location being
made seven miles north of Wooster, in
Wayne county, where the wife and mother
The father afterward took up his
died.
abode in Auglaize county, where he spent
until his

soil

the ramainder of his life in the

home

of his

son Alexander.

Alexander McCoy, the father of him

whose name introduces

this

review,

was

Pennsylvania about 1816, and
in Wayne county. Ohio, he was reared
to years of maturity and was there married,
about 1S43. to Susanna Hare, a native of
the Buckeye state, and a daughter of
Henry and Margaret Hare, who were of
In the spring of
Pennsylvania birth.
1852 Mr. McCoy removed to Auglaize
county, Ohio, where he entered a tract of
government land in the dense forest and
burn

in

after clearing a sufficient space, erected the
log cabin which was still standing when his

son Joseph had reached the age of twentyone years. There his death occurred in the
spring of 1854. passing away in the faith
of the Presbyterian church, of which he

was

a

worthy and acceptable member.

His

wife survived him many years, and after his
death she succeeded in keeping her children
together, and in 1857 moved with them to

Knox county, Illinois, where she had a
brother living, the latter being proprietor

of a store and blacksmith shop there. She re-

mained as

his housekeeper until about 1864,
she located with her family on a farm,
but our subject, Joseph A., remained with
At that
his uncle for a period of five years.
time the Civil war broke out, and as his
brothers enlisted for service it became necessary for him to return to his mother's
home and look after the farm. In 1867 he
removed to and purchased a farm of fifty
acres in Peoria county, that state, on which

when

he made his home until 1883.
On the 28th of May, 1873, Mr. McCoy
was united in marriage to Mary E. Stewart,
who was born in Peoria county in 1856, a
daughter of Cornelius J. and Eliza Markley) Stewart.
Her maternal grandfather,
David Markley, was of German descent, and
in a very early day he emigrated with his
parents from Pennsylvania to Ohio, where
he established a distillery. He was a p. iwerful man physically and he could easily pick
up a barrel of whisky and drink from the
bung hole.
From Ohio he removed to
Canton, Fulton county. Illinois, where he
became extensively engaged in mercantile
pursuits.
He was one of the most prominent men of Fulton county, and for fourteen successive terms he served as a member of the state senate, his political sympathies being with the Democracy, and he
was a great admirer of Stephen A. Douglas.
His death occurred in Rochester, Peoria
county, Illinois, at the age of eighty-two
(

The

paternal great-grandfather of
captured by the Indians
small boy, and at the same time
they killed his father. He was kept in captivity until grown, when he made his es-

years.

Mrs.

when

McCoy was
a

His
cape and returned to his own people.
son Cornelius, the grandfather of Mrs. McCoy, was reared in Maryland and was there
After
married to Miss Mary McClellan.
his marriage he located near Lewiston, Fulton county, Illinois, where he spent the remainder of his life. His son. also named
Cornelius, was born in Maryland, and both
he and his twin brother Edward took up the
study of medicine in McDowell College, and
after completing his medical course the for-
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mer engaged
after

but

in practice in Fulton
following the medical pr< fession
years, he turned his attenti* n

ral

His brother besurgeon in the United States army
came
an.l was killed 111 battle, probably that of
Franklin. Kentucky, during the Civil war.
From [856 until 1S74 Mr. Stewart followed
the tilling of the s< il in Peoria county, and
in the latter year lie came to Kansas, purr
chasing a half section of land seven miles
al>' \e Wichita, but in [884 he sold his posthere and came to Barber county,
locating on the farm on which our subject
now resides. In [888 he removed with his
wife and seven children to Lower California,
and while there his wife and three children
died of malaria, after which he removed to
the Sac and Fox countries of Oklahoma and
there makes his home with his children.
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart became the parents
to

agricultural

pursuits.

.1

Mary E., the
seven children, namely:
wife of our subject; Douglas A., of Lincoln county. Oklahoma; David M. and Wallace G, who died in Lower California Perry
;
.., also of Lincoln county. Oklahoma; Paul
C, of the same place; and Maude E.. who
of

:

I

died in

Lower

California.

After his marriage Mi. McCoy, of this
review, resided on a farm in Illinois until
1883, when he took up his abode in the Sunflower state and for two years thereafter reThe following
sided in Sedgwick county.
two years were spent in Kingman county,

and since that time he has made his home
in Barber county.
On his arrival here he
purchased his father-in-law's farm, a fine
tract of four hundred and eighty acres.
where he is extensively engaged in the cattle
business, his farm being snlendidly adapted
He has added to his
to that purpose.
original purchase until he now owns seven
hundred and sixty acres and in addition also
control- about twelve hundred acres for
grazing purposes, wdiere he keeps on an
average about ;hree hundred head of well
bred

cattle.

The following

ma, where lie ha-- won many honor- and
medals a- an athlete and is also serving as
librarian
Joseph J. and \ era \]
home. Mr. McCo) g
tical support to the Democracy, and hi- wife is a
member of the Methodist church, lie is in
all
respe 1- one
tin
I retro
citizens
of Elm Mills township, and i- hi nored and
by all who have the plea
:

:

Frank, who is attending the University at Norman, Oklaho:

-

-

1

I

acquaintance.

DALE
Dale

S.

McCoj

S.

.

1

Mci

nc

<

f

OY
the

>ung<

yi

r

rep-

resentatives of the farming and stock-raising industry of Barker county, was horn in
Peoria count}', [llir* is, Ja;mar\ 17. [874, a
son of Joseph A. and Mary E.
Stewart)
McCoy. Dale S. was a lad of nine years
when he accompanied the family n their refrom Illinois to Sedgwick ci unty,
in, ival
Kansas, and in 18S5 he went with them
to Kingman county, where hi- father purchased a farm ten miles east of Kingman,
1

1

and the son retains a most vivid rei
of the Indian scare which occurred

m July
In company with his father
and brother Frank they started 011 a visit to
their grandfather Stewart's home, driving
through in a spring wagon, and when a part
of the journey had been consumed they began meeting fugitives fleeing in wild panic
of that year.

from an imaginary band of Indians, whom
thev declared to be close behind at
even asserted that they had seen them murdering the settlers. Put in -lithe McCoys continued on their journey to
their destination, and the first night was
spent in a corn field, as many wild rumors
were afloat and the Indians were supp sed to
However, the grandfather rebe near.
It was afterward
fused to leave his home.
found that the -care had 01 ig
Barber county, where some cowb ys had decided ti have - me spi rt w ith ai
man settler. Dressed in blankets and approaching him suddenly, they fired three
Winchester rifles, at the same time uttering
the most frightful yells, and this so fright1

children have been born
Dale, whose his-

Mr. and Mrs. McCoy
tory will be found below

to
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ened the German that he

and
wild

fled in

Mr. Pierce was born in Montthe stream.
gomery. Indiana. July 1. 1832, and is a son
of Nathaniel L. Pierce, who was born in

wild alarm

the report which spread like
and' caused the people of many

started
fire

their homes and flee to
Hutchinson and Wichita.
In 1887 Mr. McCoy removed with his
father to Barber county Where he remained
with him for the following five years and he
then engaged in the stock business on the
farm which he rents. On the 29th of November, 1899. at [Medicine Lodge, he was
united in marriage to Lillian M. Brown, a
native if McDonough county, Illinois, and
a daughter of Stephen S. and Barbara E.
(Johnson) Brown, natives respectively of
Ohio and Indiana. Their marriage was celebrated in the latter state, and in 1880 they
removed to Red Willow, Nebraska, ten miles
from Indianola, where they made their home
for sixteen years.
For the following two
years they resided in Xess county, Kansas,
and then came to Elm Mills township, Barber county, where they still reside.
They
have four children. Lillian NL, William.
Margaret, and Donnie, the three last named
being at home.
The union of our subject
and wife has been blessed with one child,
Gladys Ruth.
Mr. McCoy now leases twelve hundred
and eighty acres of rich and productive
land, one hundred- and sixty-five acres of
which is devoted to wheat and in his pastures
may be seen an excellent grade of stock.
When sixteen years of age he became identified with the Farmers Alliance, and he has

counties to leave

Virginia.

The

was

by the Indians

killed

grandfather,

Thomas

Pierce,

in the bloody

war-

fare that was waged in the early settlement
of the south, which decided the supremacy

of the races.
It is believed that he was a
native of England, and the founder of the
family in America. He left a wife and five
1

children, the father of our subject being only

age at the time of the grandfaThe other children were: Elija.
a fanner in Kentucky and died
there; Susanna, who married Mr. Howard,
and spent the greater part of her life in Ohio
and Indiana, in which latter state her death
occurred; Daniel, who was living in Kentucky when last heard from; and John, who
became a steamboat captain and owner of a
boat on the Ohio river, on which the greater
part of his life was spent, and in which vocation he died.
Nathaniel L. Pierce was taken by his
mother to Cincinnati. Ohio, at the time of
his father's death and was there reared to
six years of

ther's death.

1

who was

manhood.
He learned the brick-maker's
trade and was also married in Cincinnati,
the lady of his choice being Elizabeth Murray, who was born in 1798, of Irish parentage.
Her father and mother took up their
abode in Cincinnati and there spent the
greater part of their lives, but their last years
were passed in eastern Indiana, where both
died at an advanced age.
For a time after

been a supporter of the People's party since
its organization.

marriage Nathaniel Pierce remained in
Cincinnati and then removed to a farm nearSubsequently he became a resident of
Switzerland county. Indiana, where he purchased government land and established a
home. Some years later his house was destroyed by fire with all its possessions. He
his
by.

1

DANIEL

L.

PIERCE.

Daniel L. Pierce is one of the most familiar figures of the northwestern part of

then removed to Montgomery county, Indiana, where he again entered government
land, which was heavily timbered.
In the
midst of the forest he cleared a farm, which

Barber county, and is an honored pioneer
settler.
The homestead on which he located twenty-six years ago and on which he
still resides, is a part of section 26, Turkeycreek township, so named because of the

number of wild turkeys that were
formerly found along the wooded banks of

great

!

he made his home for several year-, and
selling the property returned to the old home
farm in Ohio, of which he had retained possession during his residence in Indiana. After a two-vears' abode in the Buckeve state,
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bow-ever, he became a resident of Hendricks
r
county, fndiana, whore he purchased six
seven quarter sections of land, making his
home there until his death in 1852. lie be
came quite well to do, and was on*
most pr imneiit and intluential citizen- of
<

his

community.

He was

a

man

of Hercu-

lean strength and build, being six feet and
In the tests of physithree inches in height.

strength and activity common at thai
lie was
time he never met with an equal,
man of sterling character and integrity, who ever fulfilled a promise and kept
He was a stanch Jackson
an engagement.
Democrat, and both he and his wife were
Mr-.
members of the Methodist church.

ing.

I

le

died

in

pioneer, who took an active part 111
reclaiming the western district for purposes
typical

advanced age of ninety-two. Hers
and her

memory remaintill
who knew

1

county. Texas, about 1898: Daniel, the subject
f this sketch; Merriam E.. the wife of
Clark Douglas, a carpenter, who resides in
1

Plainfield,

Indiana: and

one

who

died in

infancj

schoolhouse near his home
in Hendricks county. Indiana, seated on a
slab bench. Daniel L. Pierce perused the
text-b ks used in such "temples of learning.'"
He remained on the old h< mestead
until after the death of his parents.
He was
married December 28, 1854, to Sarah IT
McClain, who was born in Hendrick- county, Indiana. June 11. 1830, a daughter of
Thomas D. and Susanna (Jones) McClain.
both parents beingnatives of Mercer county.
They were married, however, in Hendricks
county, where Mr. McGain followed farmIn the old log-

w lien in- daugh-

of civilization.
Iliwidow was given a
gram of land in reo gnition ''I In- military
She -pent her last day- in 1'
service.
of her daughter. Mr-. Pierce, and reached
the verj

:

life

1

also a

husband only two year-,
and died on the old home farm in Indiana.
She was a noble Christian woman, wihose
memor) is still revered by those who knew
her.
In their family were three suns and six
Louisa, who married
daughters, as follows
John Smith and died in Indianapolis about
f
a
[878; Belinda, who became the wife
Mr. lv berts, and died in Ray comity. Missouri, about 1887; Susanna, who was the
wife
f
Samuel McCarty, and died about
1857 in Lawrenceburg. Indiana: Nathaniel
I... a farmer of Cedar county. Missouri, who
died there on the 20th Of December. 187(1;
Harriet, who married Jacob Myers and died
in Grayson count}-. Texas; Indiana, who
married Noah Round and died in Grayson

middle

nl_\
was
five years of age.
01 thi
Blackhawk war he was a veteran, and wa- a

ter

cal

Pierce survived her
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was

a beautiful Christian character,

a- a blessed benediction to

Her

her.

Jame- McClain, was a
lutionary war, and was

father-in-law,

soldier of th<
killed in battle.

The

family i- of Irish descent.
Mr-. Pierce has
one living brother. James A., who resides
in l'.uena Vista, Oregon.
Kttphia-. her sister, was the wife of Tfo mas Bradshaw, and
died in Unionville, Missouri, at the age of
nineteen, while her brother,
in

Charleston count}

.

Thomas

Missouri,

at

I

>..

died

the age

of twenty.

For a year after their marriage Mr. and
Mrs. Pierce remained in Indiana, and in
[855 went to Missouri, locating in Putnam
county, where Mr. Pierce purchased a farm.
He then
improving the same until 1865.
went to Nodaway count}. Missouri, where
he bought two hundred and twenty acre- of
partially tilled land and on which he made
his home through the succeeding decade. He
then came to Barber county by team and
wagon, bringing' with him hi- household

For twentv--i\ years he has reupon the farm which is yet hi- home.
Only two or three acre- of the land had been
broken and there was a small gypsum h use
For
on the place, sixteen by sixteen feet.
several year- Mr. Pierce engaged largely in
goods
from Hutchinson, and on
freighting
the return trip- would take a load of cedar
goods.
sided

twenty or thirty miles
f here.
He received various price-,
south
being paid anywhere from live to twentyWhen he first
five cents apiece for post-.

posts, cut in a locality
1

came here large flocks <-i turkeys were f> und
along Turkey creek, and on the prairie antelopes and deer were frequently seen, and ocIn the fall of
casionally a few buffaloes.
[876 a stray buffalo wandered on to his
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killed it with an ordinary squirshooting two bullets directly through
the heart before it fell. In that year he made
an addition to his house and in the spring of
1877 he planted the first orchard set out in
Barber county, consisting of one hundred
trees.
In that year he also made a -tart in
sheep raising, buying a small flock, which he
kept until 1879, when he traded his sheep
for cattle, and this was the beginning of the
He continued
cattle industry of the locality.
freighting to a greater or less extent for ten
years and also superintended his stock and

farm and he

rel rifle,

From the small start
farming interests.
which he made in cattle in 1879 he gradually
became the possessor of a fine herd, having
as many as five hundred head. He has leased
as high as eight or nine sections of land for

He

has also added one
his home farm,
In
April, 1901, he sold a herd of two hundred
and twenty-four fine three-year-old steers,
and still has about one hundred and fifty
head of cattle. One hundred and ten acres
of his land is cultivated for forage crops,
while about eighty acres is planted with
wheat and corn. About 1890 he began raising fine draft horses, being the first man in
this section of the county to introduce the
grazing purposes.

hundred and sixty acres to

so that he has a half section of land.

England

shire draft horse.

There

is

per-

haps no resident of this locality who has
done more to improve the grade of stock
than has Mr. Pierce.
In 1890 he became
the owner of the splendid stallion. Handcuff,
imported by John Spurgeon. of Bushnell.
[•Him is.
Since that time Mr. Pierce has sold
many valuable horses at high figure-, and
has still several on hand.
.Mr. Pierce has a vivid recollection of
the cyclone which struck Barber county on
the night of April 20. 1884. in a path scarcely exceeding two hundred yards in width.
It passed through Sun City, unroofing sev-

going from the southeast to
It blew down the residence
of Mr. Pierce's home, and did

eral buildings,

the northwest.
just

nil

rth

various kinds ^i dtaiage b h uses, crops
and stock.
Mr. Pierce brought several injured people to his home, where he cared for

them

until

arrangements could be completed

for taking them to their own homes and one
family of three were killed.
In politics Mr. Peirce has- taken quite
an active part as a member of the Democracy, and six years was elected county commissioner.
For fifteen years he served on
the school board and socially he is connected
with the Masonic Lodge of Lake City, and
has been a delegate to the grand lodge of
the state.
He also belongs to Medicine
Lodge Chapter, R. A. M., in which he is an
;

and to the Knight Templar Comat Anthony, Kansas, while of the
Fellows' Lodge of Sun City he is a
charter member, and has always been a delegate to its grand lodge. He belongs to the
camp at Sun City and auxiliary of the Odd
Fellows' society, and he and his wife are
connected with the order of Rebekahs. They
are also members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church.
Unto this worthy couple
were born three children, but all are now deceased, namely:
Nellie, who died in infancy; Nevada, who became the wife of J.
Riley Lake, of Lake City, Barber county,
Kansas, and died in 1893 and one who died
in infancy.
Throughout Barber county our
subject is familiarly and lovingly called
Uncle Dan. He is a kind and tender-hearted
old man who has ever manifested a deep interest in measures pertaining to the general
good. His integrity is above question and
officer,

mandery

Odd

;

who know him respect him for his fidelity
to the principles in which he believes.
all

HEXRY

W. LAKEY.

H. W. Lakey is a well known citizen of
Galesburg township, his home being near
Waterloo. Kingman county. His residence
in Kansas dates from 1876. and two years
later he came to this locality.
He was born
in Saline county, Illinois, August 24 1852,
and is a son of John Lakey, whose birth
occurred in North Carolina, whence his people removed to Tennessee.
The family is
of Irish lineage, and the father of our subject was a mechanic and farmer.
He married Miss Malinda Beaver, who was born

MR. AND MRS. HENRY W. LAKEY AND FAMILY.
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in North Carolina and was a dau§
soldier of the Revolutionary
John Beaver,
war. who served under General WashingHe was of Scotch lineage. One of
ton.
.1

aided his country in the war )f
serving under General Jackwhen slavery existed in the south,
-

iNi_\

John Lakej became an earm
the institution and joined the
part\

When

.

formed

to prevent

it

i-

his

Christian,

11

alle-

retraining d
he held me

-

White county.

lie labored

Illinois.

a

neat and thrifty appearance

its

most progi
ilturist.
In 1878 Mr. Lake} was called

and
His
were not with ut result.
ccurred at the age of fifty-one years,
i sevivay at the age
She pi ssessed many excellencies
by all for her
This worthy couple were the parnestly in behalf of the church
ts

mourn

the

loss

of

I

Elizabeth: Martha
now deceased; Micajar,

leven cliildren:
J.:

and Harriet,
i<

living

in
5;

all

war and

the Civil

r in

Oklahoma; Ruth
Henry \\\. of

E.,
this
I

Mrs. Alice Headley
ell.

:

is

now

deceased;
review;

away Emily
:

:

and Mrs

Kingman count}'.
Upon a farm in Illinois.
of

Lakey was reared and early taught habits

During his mini rity he lived in Saline and
Williamson counties, Illinois.
When only
twelve years of age he beat the drum for
recruit- for the Civil war.
At th
twenty-two he was united in marriage to
Mary J. Allen, of the Prairie state, a daughter of Seth and Nancy
Allen.
Bell
In 1876 Mr. Lakey removed to Kansas, taking up his abode in Sedgwick coun-

their

67

cultivation of the farm.

to
in

father

in

the

Mr. Lakey belongs

to the Methodist Episcopal church.
In politics he is an independent Republican, for
he does not consider himself bound by party
ties.
He has served as trustee, assessor and
justice of the peace, ever discharging his
He
duties with promptness and fidelity.
has taken an active part in church work,
has been zealous in promoting the temperance cause and is deeply interested in every-

pertaining

to

the

progress

ibership in the
community.
Court of Honor, and a- a frank and genial
gentleman has many excellent characteristics, commending him
1

I

regard of

many

friends.

FRAME.
One

)

and in 1878 he came to Kingman county,
where he secured a claim a half mile west of
his present home.
Later he sold that prop-

ty,

mi

died

1

thing

Henry W.

of industry and honesty, which have proved
important factors in his success in later life.

(

up.

who

wife,

lii-

1880 he was again married,
uni mi being with Mary J. Park,
of
a native
Indiana, and a daughter of
Thomas Park, who died in Sterling
sas. in 1899.
Her mother, Mr-.
Park, is still a resident of Sterling. Mrs.
Lakey was reared and educated in Illinois,
The three children f Mr. Lake, Thomas,
Elmer and fame-, are -till members
In

i

.

who

1

1

the

istry in

In

indicate- the enterprise of the owner,

that year.

Methodist Episcopal church and
a church exhorter and preacher on
the circuit, representing the Methodist minin

chard.

the further extension of

ime identified with th
and to it gave his

throughout

sides.

ture laud-, well

Abolition
party

tnization,

I

and purchased one hundred and forty
good land upon which he now reTo tin- farm he ha- added until it
now comprises two hundred and twenty
acre-, and upon it he had made extensive
improvements.
There i- a g
tial barn- and outbuildings, rich paserty

was

Republican

the

10G5

of the early

leading

;

er county
farmers and stock-raisi
Louis Frame, whose birth occu
Crawford county. Ohio. November 23, [852.
His paternal grandfather was a native of
[Maryland and was of Welsh and
i-

1
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His son. Amos Frame, was born
Somerset county, Pennsylvania, and was

descent.

the wife of Allen Bcnven, a farmer of Ton-

in

ganoxie, Leavenworth county, Kansas Addie, the wife of Leslie Maxwell, engaged in

there married to a Miss Rose, of German
In 1843 ne emigrated with the
descent.

younger members of his family to Crawford
county, Ohio where he resided on a farm
until 1863, after which he made his home
with his son George in eastern Kansas until
1

,

1872, at the age of
eighty-two years, his birth having occurred
in 1790.
He was a veteran of the war of
He became the father of thirteen
1812.
children, and those who still survive are:
Luther, a farmer of Woodson county. Kansas; Susan, the wife of William Corliss, of

his deadi. in October.

Johnson county,

who make
California:

this state:

Amos and

Allen,

home in Humiboldt county,
and Mary A., of Logamsport,

their

Indiana.

George Frame, the father of our subject,
was born in Somerset county, Pennsylvania.
November 4. 1827. and was about seventeen
years of age when he removed with his parents to Ohio.
In Crawford county, that
state, in 185 1. he was married to Elizabeth
Heller, a native of Pennsylvania, and a
daughter f Daniel and Catherine Ging< ry
1

1

Heller, natives also of the Keysti

and of German descent.

)

tii

After his marriage

Mr. Frame followed agricultural pursuits in
Crawford county until 1863, when he took
up his abode on a farm which he purchased
in Johnson county, Kansas, and there spent
the remainder of his life.
During his residence here he served for six months in the
militia during the Civil war.
He became one
of the prominent and wealthy citizens of
Johnson county, and at his death hie wned
ab ut four hundred acres of land. In political matters he was first identified with the
Republican party, but after the Greeley campaign be became a member of the DemocUnto Mr. and Mrs. Frame were born
racy.
seven children, namely: Louis, the subFliza. the wife of Samuel
tch
1

:

F. Patton, proprietor of a hotel in Beulah,

who became

:

work

and
Colorad
Myrtle, the wife of Walter Compton, a farmer of Johnson county. Kansas.
Louis Frame, of this review, was but
eleven years of age when he made the overland trip with his parents from Ohio to
Johnson county. Kansas/, the journey consuming seven weeks. In 1875 he left the
home farm and removed to Barber county.
Avhere he pre-empted one hundred and sixty
ateres of his present farm, located on Elm
creek. When he first came he,re a noted character known as Old Friday, lived just above
his farm on the creek, and together they had
many exciting bunt- after buffalo, deer and
antelope, our subject furnishing the team
and wagon and "Friday"' doing the shooting.
A few years prii r to bis locating here
his farm had been a favorite resort of the
buffaloes, and they had been shot in such
great numbers for their hides that the flats
surrounding his place were so covered with
their skeletons that it was aim* st impossible
railroad

The

:

cany, ns

si

ut'.i

1

f

Medicine Lodge were in those early days
with cedars, and Mr. Frame would
often cut them for posts and haul them to
Hutchinson, often taking a- man}' as one
hundred and twenty at a load, for which he

filled

On

received about twelve cents apiece.

his

embarked in the
stock business with one hundred head, and

arrival in Earlier county he

stock-raising proved bis principal occupation
for the following years. At one time he pur-

chased two hundred head en the share-, but
this proved a disastn us venture, as the following winter was so very severe that he
lost nearly his entire herd,

and

fi

several

r

years thereafter he abandoned that occupation

and gave

bis entire attention

cultural pursuits.

embarked
herd

1

f

in

Archie Daniel and died in Johnson county in 1883; Lettie. the wife of George W.
Mize. a farmer of Tohnson county Lennie.

of his land

agri-

that industry

and now has a

of an excellent grade.
lie has bis entire

Herefords.

farm under
dition

t<

Later, however, he again

sixty cattle

principally

;

Rossville.

to drive through.

the wife of

>sie,

at

is

and cue hundred acres
under cultivation, while in adabout three hundred and

fence,

be leases
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ng purpi
twenty acn
extends f r three-quai
ek, wliere he has al

His land

ye 3.

fifty

nl

S

ni

he

past

wed truck

I

gat

m

1

.\

ah

far

three years,

ul

when

it

was replaced

by a more modern residence, Fourteen by
feet, and a few year? later an ad di-

same dimensii

re

making

an attractive

it

aj

[ohi

county, Kansas, was celebrated the marriage
of Mr. Frame and Miss G& rgie Johnson.
The lady was born in Georgia, a daughter
Martlia
ed

'.

1

1

1

Texas,

hnson.
a babe her parhere hei

Shield-.

\\

Ji

|

years
£
age. and
fr
e father then mi ved with his
Idren to Johnson county, Kansas,
where his death occurn
ars later.
:<

rur

1

•

1

were born two chilwife of our subject and
the wife of Eben JenAnderson county. Kan-

wi rthy couple

dren

re rgie, the

(

:

Sarah,

who became

sas, in

[892.

I

in

Five children have
ject

I

:

B

rtl

.

1

Clar-

Charles Adan f Sun City. Barber counand Orphie Irene*
1

f

Since his residence in the Sunflower state
ime has taken an active an
pent part in the affairs of his community,

having served as the township tra
in-, was a township clerk
r several terms, and was long identified with the
litical matters lie is a
Repul lican. and he has probably
f<

2

a more active part in public affairs
than any other citizen of Elm M

taken

an

re.

tive

I

<

,1

was the
children, namely:
Benjamin; Samuel, the
father of our subject and Betsey who died
ripe old age.

1

te

f;

:

.

Pennsylvania,

liis son, Samuel, the faour subject, was a native of Pennsylvania, where he was married and later

in

'

f

to

(

There he became

)hio.

the pioneers of

bought and

Vshland county, wliere he

farm

d

rm.]

midst of the forest, and th<
family and remained for many

in

the

1

years.

1862 he sold out and mi ed ti
tling in Ringgold county, where he
and improved a farn
h he
\

mained
1881.
farmer,

until

He

his

was

a

In

I

re-

death, w hid

prominent and

Commanding

the hig

su

1

pe pie where he lived, was a kind and
good nieighb r and \cry generous to friends,
which often proved very expensive to him,
lmt he prospered and aceurrau
r
Id age.
fe was reared
crat and voted with that party until
ing of the Civil war. when he became a Republican, and held many p siti< ns
f
trust
while in Ohio.
He was a Universalis! in
religii us
faith, and in his life and daily
the

-

1

tl

and wife, namely:

ence, Frank, Pearl (the wife

ty

:

>i

1

Rice county than

of

farmer and
stock-raiser of that locality.
His
grandfather, Thomas BlackmoVe, wi
tive of Pamsylvania, hut of English and
Irish descent.
fe wa- a far;
tion, and at an early day came ti
>hio, making hi- hi me w nil
si n
until he dii

moved

dwelling.

BLACKMORE.

C.

man more worth)

no
r\

Blackmi

ther

u-

i^

the histi

C.

which lie
of his land, fn
annualh markets about five hurrdn
garden products, sellifig b th to
worth
i
farmers and in the neig
ns.
T1 e
hich Mr. Frame erected afBarber county was a small log
which the family made their hi mie

VMUEL

There

acres

10G7

>RY.

conduct

manifested

the

principle-

Christian belief.
Hi- integrity
reproach, hi- wi rrd being
bond.
He married Mi

of

his

w;

:

Pennsylvania, and
fcer
f
William Thorn]
of Sc tAfter en
Iand.
His
tied in Pennsylvania, where he died.
children were:
Alexander. William. Jr..
Patty and Elizabeth, the latti
ur subject.
of
ickmi re.
Unt
;

-

1

•'

1
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and his wife were born the fallowing
Alexander, who died in Iowa;
Martha, who became the wife of I. Oliver;
Tane. who married J. Smith; Elizabeth, now
Mrs. J. McClure; and Samuel C, Jr.. our
St.,

children:

subject.

Samuel

C. Blackmore, Jr.,

whose name

introduces this record, was born in Ashland
county, Ohio, June 7. 184^. He was reared
to the honest toil of the farm and was educated in the common schools. In 1862, when
twenty years of age, he accompanied his parents to Iowa and remained under the paroof,

rental

assisting

his

father

on

the

when he enlisted for one
in Company G, FortyIowa Volunteer Infantry, which was

the grasshoppers came and destroyed everything that was green upon the place.
However, he had planted some wheat the fall
befi re. which he harvested befoie th
hoppers appeared, and by strict eci n< »my he
managed to continue his farming operations,
realizing more from his crops each year,
which enabled tim to get his farm fenced

and add some more rooms to his small house,
thus adding greatly to' the com fort
f the
family. When he came to Kansas the country was very sparsely settled, buffaloes and
antelopes were plentiful, furnishing the ta1

ble of the pioneers

farm, until 1S64,

beasts

hundred days' service

tle

sixth

tion.

consigned to the Army of the Tennessee,
At Holly Springs, Mississippi, where only
a part of the regiment took part, many of
his comrades fell by rebel bullets, and their,
bodies were buried in southern soil, but our
subject was never wounded or captured.
However, from hard marching and exposure
in southern swamp-, he contracted rheumatism and was compelled to use crutches. He

from
contracted chronic diarrhoea,
which he was a great sufferer. He a mtinued
also

with his command until the expiratii in >f his
term of enlistment, when he was sent to
Davenport, Iowa, where he received an honorable discharge and then returned home to
his father's house, where he recovered fn m
the diarrhoea, but the rheumatism will continue to torture him as long as he lives.
An as he had sufficiently regained his
health to allow him to do so he resumed farm
work, which he continued until 1870 upon
his father's farm.
In that year he was married and settled upon a farm of his own,
there remaining until 1873. when he left the
farm and came to Kansas. Here he located
on the homestead in Rice county which he
yet owns.
Having small mean- he moved
his family and household goods across the
country by wagon and team, built a small
frame house and was soon ready to begin farming on a small scale.
The herd law enabled him to plant a crop
without fencing, and he planted corn and
prospect for a harvest, but
oats with g
1

—

1

roamed

with

fresh

at will in the

meat, wild
and lit--

forests

of the land had been placed under cultiva-

As soon as Mr. Blackmore felt assured that this section of the countn would
develop and become a prosperous c maiton*
wealth he traded his Iowa farm for a \ acant quarter adjoining his farm, fenced and
placed it under cultivation and carried on
farming

quite

stock also.
it

extensively,

raising

>>

rue

Later he sold one quarter, hut

owns

the original homestead and hives
cultivated.
He ran a threshing machine

still

fen'

three years and prospered in his under-

takings.

1S70 Mr. Blackmore was united in
marriage to Miss Hattie Watson, a well educated and cultured lady, who was bora in
Cumberland county, Pennsylvania. OctobeS
2j, 1839. a daughter of James and Jane
Hawthorn) Watson, both natives
Pennsylvania, where they were married.
They
were both of Irish descent and he was a
f busja
railroad man and followed that line
ness in Pennfylvania until his death, which
occurred in 1850.
He left a wife and two
In

1'

(

•

1

children in limited circumstances, but the
mother kept the children tc gether and m \ eq
Mel a an
locating in
to Illinois in 1856,

where she remained until 1S08.
to Iowa, remaining there
both daughters married, and then in
1875 came to Kansas, where she finds a go d
home with her two daughters She is a a nsdstent member of the Presbyterian church,
They
but her husband was a Lutheran.
were the parents of eight children, but all
the
of
exception
died in childhood with the

county,

when she removed
until
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ser.

the wife

[attie,

1

ject;

f

1

air

1

sub-

and Maggie, win married William Hiand moved from [owa in 1875, and is

now

living

Anderson

in

Kansas.

county,

Mill'

!

dren,

namely:

Suavely

ieorge

(

:

ll.'l\ -

the mother of Mrs.
Nancy, win ma
and Eliza.

Jane,

re; J >hn;
:

nd his wife

Unti

w

1"

York county,

rn in

arolina, September 21, [798, and
farmer and millwright. The paternal
grandfather
ngland, who emigrated to America and
located in Charleston, South Carolina.
He
died in middle life when his son Nathan was
quite young, and therefore little 1- known
ning the ancestry of the family.
Nathan Massey was reared upon a farm
in his native Male and m 1X1X emigrated b
I

was

a

1

I

I

-

-

In that Mate be was married
nt.
August 14- [828, to Matilda McKlwee. who
was born October 17. [798, and died n the
[8th of September, [833.
Hi
married, his set
eing with Elizabeth Tombs, on the [9th of December, 1834.
tli occurred Novemb
for his third wife Nathan Massey
'•

ried

June

Watson, living

C. B.

1901, b

[9,

-

muel,

fanner:

a

successfully eng

I10 is

ting the homestead farm: Mattie.

who

died

the age

a1

and Katie, who is
Mr. Blacknn re is
laracter, practical, en< rg

sixteen years;

her parents.

still

i

f

with
of

man

a

He

hi- nature, kind

b r

security

is

all

very

Si

with

rial in

and benevolent, ever lending
ose in need, and
his

financially

friends has lost considerable

eml

money.

In his

inch Republican

political affiliati

wtx
the party, but has

insure the suc-

ti

i

i

He

preferment.

is

deeply

movements
r the pn gress
and advancement of the community in which
he makes his home, and is a loyal
stantial citizen, well worthy of rq
Biterested in

all

fi

.

ticn in this

1

r.

-

I.

1

:

the highest respect and esteem of

in

1069

volume.

She was b

I

[812, was
E848, .and died July [9,
10.

1

Pike county. F01
captain in the Mate mill
ter

and commanded

a

masMexi-

[rill

company

in the

can war. his connection with the militia antedating the war a number of years, .and continuing until after the war of tl
lie v
enter field sen ice at the
time of the Civil war. but rendered valuable
;

aid

in

drilling

For several terms

troops.

he was sheriff of Pike c unty, audi
nearly the entire

di

|

litically

was
P.

MASSE V.

h T. Massey, one of the most pn misuccessful stock men of Turkeycreek township, owns a splendid
I

watered by the Medicine river.
The
tract which he cultivates lies along the
Medicine bottom and is unsurpassed for ferland,

he progressive owner <( this desirable property was born in Pike canity.

tility.

Ma\

married Januaiw 6,
[855. Nathan Masse) was a well-nier. and was me of the most pn iminent citiunty, Missouri.
By trade he
was a millwright, and built the first mill in

that county

JOSEPH

m

"I

[9,

1852.

His father.

was

justice

he was a

a strict

and

c

<

f

the peace.

life-L

Pi
t,

I

Presbyterian church.
Ai
he was probably the first know
Pike county, an
of the state was held in higher regard.
death occurred June 31
ed a career which had been ever h
and upright and had been
,

<

1

community with which he
By his first marriage
dren: John X.. who died in San Fr
tl

California. April

-

and

1.

[882; and James

His
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Francis M., both deceased. There were two
children by the second marriage: Siney
S..

who married John Chapman, and now

resides in Chanute,
Kansas, one of her
daughters, Lizzie Chapman, being a graduate of Fayette College, of Fayette, Missouri,
and a prominent teacher of Nashville, Tennessee, while another dlaiughter is the wife
of a leading attorney of Taylorville, Illinois.
David, the son of the second marriage, was
a soldier of Company D. Thirty-third -Missouri Infantry, in the Union army, and was
killed at the battle of Mansfield ,
1

[xwiisiana.

By

the third marriage there were three children, of whom our subject is the youngest,
the others being Sarah F.. of Bowling Green,

Missouri; and Nathan V.,

who

died in Pike
1S74.
Joseph P. Massey was reared on the
home farm in Pike county. Missouri, and
in the subscription schools pursued his studcounty, Missouri,

November

22,

He

remained on the old homestead unwhen he began working as a farm
hand by the month, being thus employed in
Missouri until 1872, when he went to Hancock county, Illinois, working' for three or

ies.

employer

his

a basis

failed

he had

settle

to

on

of thirty cents on a dollar.
His
covered a period of six years
1889, and the loss of seventy per

labor had

up

to

cent, of his

wages was

blow.

a terrible

At

that time, however, he had thirty-two head
of cattle.
He resolved to establish a home
of his ,,wn and on the

nth

of April, 1889,

he was married to Miss Arthie L. Van
a daughter or' Austin R. and Ellen

Van Horn.
and resides with
ers

in

Her

)

Sun

City.

father

his daughter,

is

now

1

1

b rn,

Pow-

retired

Mrs. Hatfield,

The Van Horn

family is of
several generations

Holland lineage, and
ago was established at Amsterdam, where

members of the family own vast
They had been representatives of the

estates.

nobility

of their native land prior to their emigration
to

America.

Five brothers

— William.

Jolin'j

Abraham. Job and one whose name is forgotten came to America, and located at

—

different places along the coast

York

fn

m Xew

eling

William was the direct
ancestor of Mrs. Massey, and his home was
in Harrison county. Virginia, where he followed farming. His youngest son, Moses
H, remained on the old homestead which he
purchased of the other heirs and there spent
his entire life.
He married Elsie Drummond, a native of the Old Dominion, and

as far north as St. Paul,

his death occurred in June,

til

1868,

four years as a farm band in the vicinity of
Elvaston.
Subsequently, with a desire to
see the world, he spent several years in trav-

up and down the Mississippi, going
and as far south as
He also went west to the Pacific,
and during these years was engaged in railroad work and surveying.
In 1879 Mr. Massey came to Kansas, locating in Rush county, where he secured a

to Virginia.-

1883,

1862, while his
wife passed away two years later. Among
their children was Austin R. Van Horn, the
William Powers,
father of Mrs. Massey.
her maternal grandfather, was a prominent
f
Virginia at an early date, and
served as captain of a company of Virginia
scouts in the Revolutionary war.
After his marriage Mr. Massey removed
to the farm on which he still resides, for
two years renting that place and in 189] purchasing one hundred and sixty acn
paid for in ten years, but within six years
lie
he had cleared it of all indebtednes-.
has followed the raising of cattle almost ex-

circumstances at the time, but
gradually he became the possessor of
considerable stock very much to his credit.
for he had to work for others, and as

the most
and is known as m
successful breeders and stock dealers of
Barber county, and he now owns a splendid
ranch of eleven hundred acre- all in one
body, situated on sections 22. 2~ 34 and 35,
Turkey creek township. It is all under fence

the Gulf.

timber claim, residing

there

1SS1.

until

when

a destructive prairie fire almost caused
his financial ruin.
Only six bushels f o rn
1

were saved from the large amount he had
in More and all of his other feed was destroyed.

He

road service
in

in

then again

entered

the rail-

Paw-nee count v. and was en-

that line and in bridge

work

until

when he came to Barber county, locating in Sun City township, west of the village of Sun City.
He was in very limited
financial

1

clusively,

1

1

.

f
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and two hundred acres
vated.

culti-

sections in the

a

[<

I

same township

urposes.

1

men

irst

Barber

in

and is
extensn

to raise alfalfa,

I

ex-

le

:

gn wer

e

le

1

ng

\\

I

He

seasi >ns.

also raises a larg<;

other feed, and his herd of two

i

1

more

deal

eat
II

fi

hundred cattle is
fed in Barber county,
1I1
r
ughb

best

1

ps

:

i

si

horses

raises

m

time to time

to his

in

Unto Mr. and Mrs, Massey

<

T

four children

Ralph \ .. Joseph Raymond',

:

Ruth and Rub}

in

\\

In

Ellen.

politics

Danocrat, but
ecent years ha- voted the Republican ticket.
He has served a- a delegate to county
mentions, was a constable during the early day- of Kansas history and ten times has
been trustee f the township.
For the past
riginally a

1

twelve years he has
1

d

served

and

is

as

now

a

its

member

treasurer.

connected with Medicine
\".
262. V F. & A. M., and
witli Medicine Valley Chapter. R. A. M.
He bel ngs
Sun it) a dge, t. O. O. F.,
in which he has filled all of the offices and in
[900 was a delegate to the grand lodge in

Fraternalh he
Valley Lodge.

is

.

t

1

rts
bst

I

what the world calls a,
through his own unaided
he had advanced steadily in the face
es and difficulties until he is m w

'.;:.

1

le

truly

is

made man.
eft

fi

il

.

(

icrCarl F. roetze, a nati
g,
niany, born about 183 1.
Hie fathei has one
brother who is now living in New York city,
where he is engaged in
(

(

1

smith, and also

lias

a

c<

*usin

r

1

dealer

in

tli

Gustave Goetze, wbo was

formerly a
oi-tin.
Texas.

try,

me
and

sidence, hav-

ing fn

with -"i"l buildings and th<
d< sirable
improved machinery
,md the owner ma) well he proud
of his achievements in the business world.
Peoi ia county,
)ur subjecl was I" rn in
sories,

of this

valuable forage crop in the county, having
about one hundred acres planted to alfalfa.

ann mi
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Carl F.

(

etze was reared in [aimburg, ierthere learned, the goldsmith's
At the age of twenty-one he was
ii

<

I

many. and
trade.

drafted to serve in the army, but according
to the military regulations of the fatherland
he called to duty until
In- would ni
Nh t desiring to enter in militwenty-two.
i

sen ice he engaged a- a membi
crew mi a sailing vessel leaving Hamburg,
and -ailed for South American water-. He
was on board the -hip for eighteen months
San Franand finally started for th< p< rl
While near that place a terrific storm
cisco.
if
tli
that
determined
and
he
arose
weathered the -ale he would abandi n a seatar\

E

1

faring

the

life at

opportunity.

first

in-h when she put into port in [853 he made
hi- waj mt" the mountainous districts of
where,

California,

I

mining w
tin n

rem-

1\

ed

,

i

g

ith

i

d

I

he en-

success.

it)

'

[llin< is,

.

I

le

and

ine miles
purchased
southwest of the city of Peoria, to which
he has since added two ther tracts f eighty
•

i

He

acres each.
agriculturist,

is

and

thrift]

i

and owes

his

]

success entirely

mtv.

In 1851
>armstadt,

[OHN

C.

GOETZE.
rtunity

pp

Germany, a daughter of Henrj Stange.
With her parents she came to America a
fi

>r

busi-

shorl

1

ressed
the

t

the

present

3

of a
farm comprising "tie half
-

Unii n b w

pi

r.-h.ip.

ssessi

r

Kingman

dly equipped with

all

very valuable

her marriage, her people
Peoria county, fllin is. near her

time

locating

befi re

in

home.

in the Civil

unty, Kansas.

regiment,

modern

in

acces-

Her

Quincy,

war

as a

was

father

and a carpenter, and served

member

lie died in

a

of

at

the Soldiers'

Illinois, bul his

farmer

f

wife

-till

Home,
survives
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and is living in Peoria. Mr. and Mrs. Carl
F. Goetze are still living on the old home
farm in Peoria county, and during his residence there he has filled a number of the
township offices. In his political views he
is an earnest Republican.
Unto him and his
wife have been born nine children, as follows: John C. Francis, a farmer of Peoria county, Illinois; Dora, the wife of James
Lewis, an agriculturist of the same county;
Charles and George, who follow farming
there: Mary, the wife of John Williams, a
farmer of Peoria county Philip, who follows farming there: Fred, who resides on
the !il In raiestead and a s« <n who died in in:

;

:

i

fancy.

seta -1-

manner of farmer lads of
John C. Goetze spent the days
boyhood and youth and the public
affi nled him his educational privi-

leges.

He

In the usual
the locality
'it'

his

assisted his

father in the

of the

work

fields
until
twenty-three years of
age and then came to Kansas, locating in
Kingman count}", pre-empting a quarter section of land in Rochester township, upon
wliich he made his home until Oct
iqoi, greatly improving the places by the
erecting of a pleasant dwelling and substantial barn, by building fences and placing
the fields under a high state of cultivation.
He then s Id that property and bought his
present farm of three hundred and twenty
acre- on section 17, Union township, Kingman county. This is a valuable property.
On his land stands an excellent residence
and a large barn, while well kept fences divide the place into fields
f convenient size.
two hundred acres of the land being richly
cultivated.
He has a line orchard of seven
acres, and the trees, now twelve year- old',
yield an excellent crop.
He has a herd of
forty head of good cattle, and was formerly
engaged in the creamery business. He ha;
calves and is well known ais a progressive farmer and stock-raiser.
Mr. Goetze was married in Ri cbester
township, Kingman county, September 21,
1885, to Minnie Kaufman, who was b rn in
Mechlenburg. Germany, a daughter of John
and Johanna Lehman) Kaufman, by whom
she was brought to this a untry when only
i

I

I

two years

old, the family locating in Peoria
county. Illinois, where, after farming for

one year, the father departed

widow

still

this life.

resides in Peoria, and

is

now

His
the

wife of Joseph Bra.un.
By her first marriage she had two children; Mrs. Goetze

and Charles, the

latter a resident of Peoria,

Illinois.
The children burn of her second
marriage are: Louisa, the wife of Fred
Muhl. a furniture manufacturer of Peoria;
John, who is living in the same city: Bertha, the wife of Harry Mergy, a machinist
in
the government
employ in Moline,
Illinois: Sophia, Joseph, Fred and Johanna.
all at home; and Amelia, who died at the age
of eighteen months.
The home of our subject and his wife

has been blessed with five children: Martin,
Estella. Mary and Bertha.
Hattie, the first
born, died in infancy.
The parents have a
large circle of friends in the county, where
they have made their home for many years.

While residing

in Rochester township Mr.
Goetze served for two terms as township
and one term as constable. He exer-

clerk

cises his right of franchise in support of the

men and measure-

of the Republican party;

His life has been well spent and success has
crowned his efforts.

CORTLAXD VAN ARSDALE.
Among

the successful farmers and stock

who have

given prominence to Kingcounty. Kansas, is Cortland Van Arsan exsoldier of the Civil war. a highly
respected citizen and an incorruptible public
raisers

man

dale.

official

The

of Chikaskia township.
birth of Cortland Van Arsdale was
Xew York, in 1842. a year no-

at Peekskill.

table as also

having been that of the birth

King Edward, of England. The parents
of our subject were Aaron H. and Elizabeth
Cooper) Van Arsdale. the former of whom
of

(

in Xew Jersey of a family which
traced an honorable ancestry to the best of

was born

Holland's old families.
Aaron H. Van
Arsdale grew up in Xew Jersey, and learned
the trade of potter.
By marriage he be-

MR.

AND

MRS.

C.

VAN 4RSDALE.
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came o nnected with another of the old established families of Orange county, New
[856

In

Jersey.

he rem. \ed with his Eamil)

Grundy county,

to

later,

rs

-

In

years.

Illinois,

at

he was

politics

where he died

the age of
a

forty-eight

\\ hig,
1

and

in

thinker.

Although he died'in the prime of life he was
highly regarded by all who knew him and
i- remembered a- a kind father ami excellent
His widow survived until hi
fourth year, and she. too, was beloved by
her family and friends, and fulfilled ever)

citizen.

Christian womanhood,
seven children born to Mr. and Mrs.
.

Van Arsdale were
is

a

re-:

as
1

f

P ws:

nada

;

Isaac,

who

Theodore, who

served through the Civil war as a member
oi the Thirty-second Wisconsin Infantry,
loffey county, Kansas; Cortland, who is the subject of this record; Artemu-. who lives in Harper county, Kansas:
Henry, deceased, enlisted when only a lad.
in the Ninth Kansas [nfantry, and served in
I

the Civil war: Mrs. Elizabeth
live-

Potter,

who

Fairbury, Illinois: and Mrs. Adard, who is a resident of Chi-

in

Rutherf

line

Van Arsdale, of this sketch,
ed until the age of fouiteen years.
npanied the
York, and tin

Cortland
in

Xew

familv in

removal to Grundy county. Illihad scarcely finished hi- schoolthe outbreak of the Civil war

its

[e
in

He bechanged the current of his life.
familv in which flowed most
loyal blood, and as early a- t86i he belonged to a

came a soldier, entering Company B. Fiftythird Illinois Infantry, under Colonel Cush-

Com
Lieutenant Colonel Hitt.
took a very prominent part in the
f
the regiment, ami Mr. Van

man and
pativ

P.

movements

1

participated in forty-two battles and

skirmishes:

many

of these being

among

the

At Shiloh,
the whole war.
Yicksburg and all through
the Mississippi campaign he gravely did his
dutv and was one of the survivors at Jackf

at

the siege of

on the 12th of July, on the
memorable occasion when four regiments
of eight hundred and twenty-eight men', af-

son, Mississippi,

ter a strugggle of twenty minuti
only muster two hundred and twi
survivors.
Our subject was taken prisoner

and was incarcerated at Belle Pie. on the
James river, where he was held
fi

week-.
to utie

being

fter

\

p.

10 led

and w as e> changed

he

returned

the

in

May. returning to the service and entering
General Sherman's army in May. when
was near Rome, Georgia.
Hi- discharge
was given him at Maia'etta. in that state,
it

after
a

three years' of valianl service, with
of which hi- children wall never

record

be pn ud.
After the close of hi- war service Mr.
Van Arsdale returned to peaceful pursuits,
and engaged in farming in Livingsl
ty, Illinois, until 1873, when he was united
in marriage to Miss Mary \. C ok, a lady
of most superior and lovable traits
acter, w hi
spared t< be his amia1

ble

compa

irful, affectii

1

beloved wife.
She v
educated P
ulding o may. >hii
P ith irumP and .P ingsti n counties, in
She was a daugl
[llinois.
'.

I

resided in

<

<

William and Eli
extended mention

.

;

1

ik,
1

if

whom

will

more

I

another porti
nine.
She was
a member of a family of eleven
horn to her parents, in which there were nine
daughters and two sons, all of wto
survive.
Four children were born to Mr.
and Mrs. Van Arsdale. as follows: Lettie
mer, >f
E.. who is the wife
Belmont township: Amy J., who is the wife
in

of Irvin Tucker,
Clara M. and Gladys,

dents

at

still

who

tow nship
are brig

;

and

scl

self-made man.
Mr. Van A
comfortable financial condition
In
being the result of his own endeavors.
1883 be removed to Kansas and 51
he
has
Belmont township, where
a
tate of two hundred and forty acres and
in Chikaskia township: near Spivey, he has
his present

one hundi
ing devoted

and exten.-i
IPs residence is in the latwhich is fertile bottom land, and
has a most comfortable and atto farming-

tions in stock.
ter tract,

here

lie
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home, with barns and accommodamost complete kind. Few men
locality have met with more sucwhich is thoroughly deserved and but

The

tractive

Reneker. also of that county.

tions of the

was again married, and by his second union
had one son, Ira Nickel, a resident of Iowa.
The parents are members of the Lutheran
church, and the father affiliates with the
Democratic party.
Phillip Nickel, the immediate subject of
this review, was reared to 'farm life in Iowa,
and was early taught the impoi tant lesson
of industry, perseverance and honesty, qualities which have proved dominant elements in
his later career. In 1874 he came to the Sun-

in

this

cess,

the natural result of provident industry.

In

he is an active Republican. For four
years he has been the efficient township trustee and is identified with many of the pub-

politics

lic-spirited

enterprises of this section.

the fostering of the stock interests of

In

King-

man

county he has been a very important
Both he and his wife are consistthe Methodist church,
of
known for their charities and neighborly
acts, and both delight to offer a generous
factor.

ent

members

hospitality

their

to

many

friends.

floiwer state, casting in his let
with the
pioneer settlers of Rice county.
His first
fourresidence was a sod house, sixteen
\
teen feet, and in that rude domicile he kept
1

bachelor's hall for a time.
is still standing on the farm.

PHILLIP NICKEL.
One of the
known as the

finest

farm- of Rice county,

'lea-ant

I

Home

Farm,

is

the

property f Phillip Nickel, one of the promiFie was
nent early settler- of tins locality.
born in Montgomery county, Ohio, Novemi

ber 14, 1852.

Flis father.

a native of the fatherland,

Lewis Nickel, is
and a fact which

due recognition

is not usually aco
connection with the commercial history of
the wonderful metropolis of the west is that
to no foreign element is its presence due in
so large a measure as to those who have had

their nativity in or trace their lineage to the

Mr. Nickel was
when he came with

great empire of Germany.
only four years of age

where he grew

to manhood and learned the shoemaker's trade. He
was there married to Sarah Elizabeth Wuist,
a native alsi of 'icrmany. At the age of sixteen years she came to Ohio.
In 1850 the
family removed to Jefferson county, Iowa,
locating near Fairfield. where the father owns
and
perates a good farm.
He has nowreached the advanced age of seventy-four
years. and is one of the well-to-do and influential men of his locality.
His wife died

his parents to

1

>hio,

(

1

1

comparatively early age of thirty-six
years, leaving the following children: Philat the

lip;

Charles,

now

deceased; Lizzie Person-

Eureka township; Kerr, a resident of
Van Buren county, Iowa; and Mrs. Ella

ett,

of

father

The sod

He

h'ousd

later pur-

chased a tree claim of eighty acre-. As the
years have passed he has prospered in his undertakings, and he is now the owner
E five
hundred and sixty acres of the best land to
be found in central Kansas. His land i- divided into four farms, the home place being located on .-ection 28, and he has eight}- acres
u 9, eighty acres on section 18 and
one hundred and sixty acres in township 17,
range 6, section 32.
Wheat is his prin1

cipal crop,

and his annual sales of

uct bring to

him a handsome

this pr. d-

financial

re-

Pleasant Home Farm is one of the
country seats of Rice county. His residence was erected at a cost of two thousand
dollars and its interior and exterior appearance indicates the refined taste of the <>wner.
He has a large barn, which was erected at a
ci -t
of seven hundred dollars, cribs, feed
turn.
fine

and all other improvements of a model
farm.
In 1870 Mr. Nickel was united in mar-

lots

riage to Miss
in

Mary

J.

Myers, who was

1"

rn

\'an Buren county, Iowa, where she was
reared and educated.
She is a daugh-

al.-o

ter

1

t"

Elijah

He was

Myers, a native of Indiana,

twice married, first in Indiana, and
second union was with Sarah Bethers,
the mother of Mrs. Nickel. Mrs. Myers was
Iregon, but afterward came to Rice
to ni in
county, Kansas, where her death occurred
in
Her husband survived until July,
[876.
low,:;. <1\ ing at the age of seventy-three years.
his

<
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were the parents of three children,
Samuel Bethers, a prominent earl)
settler
Victoria township; Mary J., wife
of our subject; and Francis Bethel.
They
The)

1"

'

ue child,

who

died

in

father followed farming as a

and was an advi cate of

I

infancy.

life

»enn cratic

prin
1

1

nineteen years of age; Nora, a y ung lady
• years
Stella, \\ alter, Allie and
Elmer, aged respectivelj eleven, eight, six
;

and three years. 'The filth child. iracie Ann.
Mr. Nickel has
died at the age f six year-.
forty-nine year-, hut
now reached the age
(

1

I

man many

could easily pass for a

In his social relations he

junior.

who

years his
a

is

mem-

aen of America,
f
marked business and executive
ability he fi rms hi- plan- readily, is determined in their execution and carries forward
60 successful completion whatever he underHi- methods command uniform contake-.
fidence and respect, and the most envious
pould not grudge him his prosperity, so
w< irthilv has it been wi in.

g

received a

h,

lie

•

<

1

Baptisl church.

1

county; John; Joseph V. a merchant in
I'hoeniw tile, Pi
Georgi \\\. our
subject; Ellen, Mrs. S. VV. Pennypacker;
and \11na. Mr-, lb
D

The

mother was a member »f the
Unto Mr. ami .Mrs. Nickel
hildren, nam.
ward, who is twenty-three years of age, and
me; .Mr-. Sarah E. Wynn. who is
I
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education

.

where

sylvania,

lu-

lt

i

the su

i-

comni

1

Suubun

to

enti red

i

Penn-

.

empli

1

<y

and there
le.inn d tin trade of machinist.
This he folsix years and then was
sistant postmaster of Sunbury, retaining
that position for two years.
In [878
he
Kansas audi located on a farm in
Newton town. hip, situated threi
miles easl of Newton, renting and farming
thi

<

'enn-\ Ivania

I

Railroad,

1

this land until

when

[890,

fa

and established a
association with Mr. Kaufman
in
r<
the beginning thi- busim
pn ed a pn epen >us me, the line a
city

I

\

<

1

chnling

groceries,

crocket
;

go

sfc >ne and tin-w
line.
The quick and obligrendered patron-, and
r methi ds ad 'pled ha\ e n
house popular and widely patron
The marriage f Mr. Young was n Nonrne. who
vember jN. [875, to Miss \ u
rn in Sunbury. Pennsylvania, and
win was a daughter of John and.
Bourne, both f whom were natives of the

green
plete

ds,

ever)

in

ing sen

ice

I

1

1

1

:

1

1'.

1

1

1

1

GEORGE

YOUNG.

VV.

which the fatlu
age of sixty-eight, and his wife in
Three chilthe age of sixty-three.
Mr. and Mrs. Y> ung
dren have

same

•

state, in

at the

Ann ng the prominent and pri a
business men of Newton, Kansas, i- Ge rge
W. Young, a member of the gr< eery firm of
Kaufman & Yi ung, and the efficient mayor
of the city. The birth
Mr. Young was in
1

f

[893,

at

these being:

employ
B.,

who

Cameron

whi

VV.,

i-

in

the

the Santa be Railn ad; Charlotte

,,f

is

a teacher in

the
|

Chester county. Penns
August
and he was a - n >f Ji hn and Margaret
Wagenseller
Y ung, b th

and Edna VV.,
Mr. Young has been prominentl;
tied with civic affair- and a leader

state.
John Young
unassuming farmer.
rn in
1819, and his whole life was .-pent in hi.- nate, where his death occurred in Febuary. 1897.
His widi w -till survives, and

litical matters, his fellow citi
nfidence in him.
time- testifying to their
years he was a trustee of Newton
township, and in April. iN<,i;. he was elected
to the highest office in their gift, that of

Chester

1;administratii m n as
r.
fying that he was re-elected in A]
now
efficiently
serving his
and is
reforms
term. His official life h

24, [852,

1

1

1

1

were natives of the same
[uiet,

f

the

1

In

ii'

red residents

1

f

The children born to these most
worthy and estimable people wen
low-:
William lb. a resident
f
Giester

county.

1

111:00

1

-

in

po-
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and public matters pertainmany are the kind and
appreciative words said of the presiding officer

a faithful service of one year, taking part,
during this eventful time, in the battles of
Perryville and Stone River, receiving injuries from which he has never fully reo v-

of

ered.

in the business

ing to Newton, and

As mayor
by his large constituency.
Newton he upholds the dignity and importance of one of the most prosperous
young cities of Kansas. He is an ardent
Republican.

A

him

spent ball injured his head, and his

thumb was

right

lost.

These wound- kept

in hospitals for several

Louisville.

Kentucky, and

months,

first

in

Ma-

later in the

rine hospital in Chicago, Illinois, finally ob-

taining his honorable discharge.

E.

RALL.

In 1859 E. B. Rail had located in Kanand for eighteen years lived in Bourbon
county, whither he returned after his release
from the hospital, and successfully followed
stock-raising and farming. For several years
he engaged in the mercantile business in
sas

is

1

The mercantile firm of E. B. Rail & Sons
ne of the leading business houses in King-

man

county, Kansas, and absorbs the larger

Zenda and vicinity.
E. B. Rail, was born in Macomib,
ugh county, Illinois, in 1838, and
he is a si n of David D. Rail, whose family
were early settlers of Macomb. There they
still reside and carry oa some of the leading

part of the patronage in
ler,

!

lines of business.

368 David D. Rail located in Bourbon county. Kansas, near Fort Scott, and
later moved to Yates Center, where he died
at the age of eighty-seven. Prior to moving to
Kansas he was a farmer and in an early day
in Illinois he was a teamster.
After coming to this state he followed farming and
stock-raising.
He was a Whig and later a
Republican, and religiously was a member
I

1

1

of the Christian church, while his wife was
a consistent member of the Presbyterian
church. The mother of our subject died in

Both parents were well known and
1865.
were accorded esteem by all who knew them.
Their family consisted of three sons and
three daughters, and four members of the
family still survive, namely: E. B., of this
sketch: Mrs. Elizabeth Kener. of

Mac

tub,

Crawford county, Kansas: David H., also of
Kansas; and Charles M., of Dodge City,
Kansas.

The
sketch,
nois.

early rearing of E. B. Rail, of this

was on the old home farm in IlliAt that time and in that locality eduwere of a limited de-

cational opportunities

scription, the youth taking advantage of all
he could. In 1862 he enlisted for service in
the Civil war. entering Company A, Eightyfourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and gave

different parts of the state, notably at Hiatt-

Moran and Yates Center, building up
a fine trade wherever he located on acci unit
of his honest methods and excellenl
dsi
Later he went to Allen a unty and engaged
in mercantile business in Savonburg. but in
1900 he located in Zenda and since that time
he has built up a continually increasing trade
in his line, being engaged in merchandising
ville.

g-i

and farming and stock-raising.
Mr. Rail
has a commodious and well arranged store
modern in appearance and equips
ments. two stories in height, thirty
fifty-two feet, with an L of thirty-two by
twenty feet, and wihin his sructure he has
stored a magnificent and varied stock worth
forty-five hundred dollars.
It consists of a
building,

general line, including dry goods, bo ts and
shoes and fancy groceries, and everything
to

lie

found

this kind.

in a first-class

He

establishment of

also deals in grain and o

al.

With an experience of more than twenty
years Mr. Rail knows just hi w to buy in or-

make a fair profit, and to al*si please;
and satisfy the demands of trade. He also
carries on extensive stock operations,
wiling a fine farm of several hundred acres in

der to

<

this county.

The marriage of Mr. Rail recurred at
Table Grove, Illinois, to Miss Mary I. Harwho was burn and reared in that state,
and is a daughter of George W. and Margaret (Watt) Harlan, both of whom died
in Kansas.
Mr. and Mrs. Rail have had a
family of four sons and three daughters.
lan,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
who married

Addie,

Kingman

(io rge Romspert, of

there in

county, and
«

.

h

i

Bj occupation he v
[893.
following the pursuit until within a

mer,

had

m

ct
and affection of all who knew
Lewis and llarn E., successful travIllinois; Mrs.
\\
E. Snyder, who resides in Erie, Kanli.
married Andrew 1. Reed,
and resides in Kingman county; Monroe,

good, while in his manho d he vva
right.
His wife, who was born in Vermont,
died in Minnesota al the age of
rtj
ur

who

years.

tired En

lican party

her;

.

:.

ness;
farm.

,.

assi ciated

is

and Frank

D.,

Sheldon

i

ent-

Fraternally Mr. Rail is an active member
•and Army of the Republic, and is

live

i

emed.

\-

a

life

n

E.

E.

in the

of busi
of the public
meth< '<!s. while
he is equally re-

<

when but

sota

a resident of that

Hi- education was acquired
the former si
n

the

in

locat-

and gn cerj business, condu
Jewel! county fur four years.
>n tl
ratii m of that peri' d he bee;
with the hardware and implement trade
Ionia, this county, and after four y.
1

in that line returned
continued to operate
when he v
clerk for a term that
t-t of January, [903

Hill occupies the position of

at

which he

to the farm,

until the fall

county
continue until the
oh ing to a re
E

will

in 1899.
The reo >rds sb «
petent and pain-taking official, accurate and
'.

:

..

i

reliable and he has found favi r
with the count) commissioners, but
eyes of all who are desirous of se<
work in the county properly perfon
books are open at any time to the
of the proper authorities or any
sufficiently interested in county mat'

to the general good are manifest
discharge of his official duties, and his
factory that it has won

1

-

him the commendation of the residents in
parts of the county.
He was born in
Addison county, Vermont, July it. 1850.
and is a son of Alexander F. and Mary Jane
(Steadman) Hill.
He represents one of
Families
f the Green Mountain state
all

in

the

-

ii

the public am
is ever read\ to
courtesies in his Dower, as an officer. In his
political views he is an enthusiastic and zeal-

he

1

for his paternal grandfather, Francis

Ainu

I

HILL.

Hill,

was there born, lived and died. Alexander
Hill was likewise a native of Vermont, and
in 1855 ie emigrated westward to Minnesota
where, in his business affairs, he met with
success and became well-to-do. Later he re'rro ved to Dak ta in the '80s and in
1887
Spokane Falls, Washington', where
he spent his remaining days, passing away

to

E

He is a citif Jewell county.
zen whi se deep interest in public affairs and

jsounty clerk

removal

par-

his

ing in this -tate he beg;
hich he
followed continuously for twelve vears.
when in 1884 he embarked in the d

]

LDOX

their

f<

accompanied

[ill

years of age and was

home.

red.

":

ii

1

1

firsi

man

idence

1

E.

when at the age
if twenty-two vears he came
to Jew
ty. Kansas, where he has since made his

o mferission under Rresidenl Johnson;, and was
ed by President Grant, and
still later by McKinley.
He is known far
and is univerhis

t>

state until the fall of 1872,

rdent Republican, lie has been posto

Repubfound in him a worthy chief, and
was ever loyal
the general

fi

with his lather in busiwin resides n the home
i

active busini

en he

.

1

lublican,

for

ssive

'

in

the ranks of his party,

which he has been an
\vi

active, ardent

He
Mr. Hill has been
wedded Miss Mary E. Holly, the ceremony being performed in Mini
The lady was born in Connecticut.
1871.
but was reared in Minnesota and died in
twice married,.

!

and

rker.

first

-

1
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Jewell county, Kansas, in 1880, leaving
two sons, Willett S. and Walter M. Mr.
Hill has since again married, his second

union being with Harriet Adams, who was
born in Hancock county, Illinois, of Kentucky parentage.
She became his wife in
Kansas on the 4th of August, 1S81. and this
marriage has been blessed with one child,
Maud E. In his social relations Air. Hill
is a Woodman and in religion both he and
his wife are Methodists, holding membership
He is
in the church of that denomination.
one of the most popular residents of the
county, of genial nature and affable dispounfailing courtesy and of marked
His
loyalty in business and local affairs.
official services

recommend him

to the public

confidence, while in his private life he has
gained the friendship of all with whom he

has been associated.

ELMER

L.

RAYXOLDS.

M. D.

Fur more than six years Dr. Raynolds
has been connected with the important work
of alleviating human pains through the dispensing of drugs and now through the practice of the medicine, for he is a graduate physician as well as druggist, and although he
has been a member of the medical fraternity for little more than a year he already
has a gratifying patronage in the line of
His drug store is one of
hi- profession.
county, splendidly
the finest in
Jewell
equipped with

all

modern

accessories as well

and his business
increasing in volume and im-

as a complete line of goods,

constantly
portance.
native
in Chariton,
and is a son
is

A

Ravnolds.

and

was born
August 27 [868,
Moon)
of L. D. and Matilda
His father was born in Ohio,
of Iowa, the Doctor
that

state.

.

1

in the early '50s

emiprated westward,

lo-

cating in b wa in a farm. In 1872 he came
to Jewell county and located within two
•he present site of Mankato, where
His life has
he has since made his home.
been chiefly devoted to agricultural pursuits,
lines of
in
other
also
engaged
has
he
vet
1

His efforts
have been so discerningly directed along

business, including journalism.

well defined lines of labor that he has attained splendid success and is now accounted

one of the wealthy land owners as well as
leading and influential citizens of the county.
He has been quite prominent in the
Greenback party and is now an ardent and
valued advocate of the Populist party in
Jewell county. The Doctor's ancestry, however, can be traced still farther back.
He
is of English-Welsh lineage and his grandfather was William Raynolds, a native of
Virginia, from which state representatives
of the family have scattered over this country.
The mother of the Doctor was born
in Iowa and is still living with her husband
on the old family homestead near Mankato
a most estimable ladv whose friends are
many.
Dr. Raynolds, of this review, was only
six years old when brought by his parents
In the public schools he
to Jewell county.
acquired his preliminary education and later
he became a student in the Nebraska State
University at Lincoln.
Later he attended
the Western Normal College, at Shenandoah, Iowa, and the Medical University of
Kansas City, where he was graduated in

—

the spring of iqoi, but his course was not
continuous. At different times he has been
connected with commercial interests at Mankato.
After leaving the farm he worked
in different stores, thus continually broadening his business knowledge thn lugh actual
His pharmaceutical knowledge
experience.
began in 1885, when he entered his father's >tore. in which he has continued to
the present time. For six years he has been

proprietor of the establishment, which is a
most complete and well appointed institu-

Neatness pervades every
tion of its class.
department and the greatest care is exercised
in dispensing drugs and compounding prescriptions.
Realizing the necessity
pleting his knowledge of medicine and fitting himself for active practice that he might
the better and more scientifically cater to
his increasing trade and be fully prepared
to meet any future emergency which might
arise, he entered the Kansas City Eclectic
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University

in

1899 anc

'

:1

'

tne

^aledicti rian of his

nounced

a

cl;

Iv ro rs
I

1

March,

"'"

-'-'''

was graduated with

as the

-

will

in

master effort and indiSince beMankato he has
and his ability
this.

ii"

was celebrated the
piarriage of Dr. Raynolds and Miss Jessie
In

M.

12

the

and

life

of

light

Socially

the

1

>octoi

is

a

Ma-

Wo

1

numbered among those who have

m

an indicate m
has been an honorable and upright

In

1" iyhi

GEORGE

R.

od

Gamble,

the

count) and is a most estimable lady.
has been a true companion and helpjourney of life.
mate ti her husl
them:
Three children have
R. and Alvin J.
Mr. and Mr-. Kramer began their do-

whi

I

foster

is

KRAMER.

father,

and

to

Mr.

there

re-

[883 he came
west mi a prospecting tour and purchased a
farm in Buffalo township. Jewell county. He
then returned to Illinois, and in
[885, brought his wife to this county, in
which he has since resided, lie carried on

mained

the

son and he also belongs to the Odd Felows,
idmen,
Pythias and Modern
has membership relations with the
Irder of United Workmen. He has
Ancient
spent almost his entire life in Mankato and
the adji ining district and has a wide acquaintance here. That many of his warmest
friends are

Kittie

in that

Johnson, his
Lewis,

Miss

to

wedding being celebrated in Shelby county,
She was born
[llim is, December
[880.
}.
1

.

cated his scholarly attainments.

ginning practice

marriage

his

for

years.

five

In

'

agricultural pursuits until the

of

fall

[896

and transformed the raw prairie land into
a richly developed tract, upon which he
substantia] and a rami dious farm
ere
His fields yielded to hiri
buildings.
1

1

f
]„ the fall
return for his efforts.
[896
he was elected probate judge and served in
that capacity from the following January
until January 1. 1800. winnii
commendation by reason f his capable and
1

1

Judge George
I

Kramer

occupies a
ace in public regard by reason of
ted interest in the welfare of the

community, by

R.

in commercial
and his sterling
is now
merchandising in Mankato

his

in

private
in

life.

He

and

his furniture store is the largest establishment of the kind in Jewell county.
county,
He is a native of St
I

ebruarj

20,

Kramer, was b rn
ty.

Pennsylvania, and

[858.

Id is

fa-

in Berl

Illinois.

nt his remaining days, his death ocHi< wife, \\ hi 1" ire the
maiden name of Mary Piper, was also a
native of the Keystone state and died in
v ^ v
after the birth of her
March.
rge R., who. when only two weeks
old. was taken into the home of a good

farmer of the
pounty, with whom he remained until twenty-tvvi
years of aee, when hi
-

is

Il

I

that he

the best probate judj

ever had

has

and

evi

nd trustworthi-

activity

circles, his fidelity in office

worth

impartial service.

ness.

On

his retirement

fi

Kramer established a
Mankato and after a few months,

in

August.

[898, he erected his present fine store buildhundred
which is twenty-1

ing,

feet.

This being

insufficient to

accommi date

ich he carries he
the large line of
also utilizes a warehouse with ba

He carrii
twenty-five by sixtv feet.
From the
•nd in a first
plain but substantial furniture found in the
i

highest class
the rich.

His prices are rea-

nd his earnest desire to pleas
bined with his honorable methi
growing patronbrought
him
age.
He also has a well equipped undertakdertaker
ing department and 1in bi ih Kansas and Xebraj
t

i

1
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In politics the Judge is a Fusit nist. supporting Democratic and Populistic principles.
He has served as a member of the
city council of Mankato since taking up his
abode here and has exercised his official prerogatives in support of every practical and
progressive measure for the benefit of the
city.
Fraternally he is enrolled among the

members of the Modern Woodmen of
America and the Ancient Order of United
Workmen. His life record commands respect; loyal in citizenship, honorable in business and true to every relation of life, he

worthy the high regard

is

well

is

uniformly held.

in

which he

DAVID GOERZ.

was born in southern Russia, June 2. 1S49,
and there was reared, acquiring a good edu-

He

cation.

displayed special aptitude in his

school work and at the early age of seventeen began teaching, following that profession for eight years in his native land. At
length- he determind to establish a home
in the new world and take advantage of its
broad opportunities. Accordingly he crossed
the Atlantic to America in 1871. and located in St. Clair county, Illinois, where for
i\\o years he engaged in teaching.
Before sailing for this country Mr.
Goerz was married, the wedding being celebrated on the 21st of June, 1871. Miss
Helen Riesen becoming his wife. She. too,
was born and reared in southern Russia,
and was a daughter of Rudolph and Catherine (Friesen) Riesen.

Few men

Kansas have been
more important factors in its development
and progress than Rev. David Goerz, of
Newton, who has induced many to locate in
tin- portion of the state, and whose labors
have been of the greatest benefit along the
lines of intellectual and moral development.
in

central

tive of Prussia,

and

Her

father

in the old

was

world

lowed the cabinet maker's trade.

a na-

lie

fol-

In

the

The

year 1871 he, too, sailed for the new world,
establishing his home in Marion county,
Kansas, where he turned his attention to
fanning, and although he had no previous
experience in this line of work, he soon
gained a familiarity with the work that ren-

world judges the character of a community
by that of its representaive citizens, and
yields its tributes
f admiration and respect

dered his labors remunerative. In his family were five sons and four daughter^, all of
whom were born in Russia, with the exThe parents
ception of. the youngest son.
died within a few days of each other, passjs
ing away in 1893. the father at the age ol

history of a county as well as that of
a state and nation, is chiefly the chronicle
of the lives and deeds of those who have conferred honor and dignity upon society. The

i

for the genius, learning or virtues of those

whose works and actions constitute the record of a state's prosperity and pride: and it
their character, as exemplified in prob-

is in

ity

and benevolence, kindly virtues and

in-

tegrity in the

affairs of life, are ever affording worthy examples for emulation and

valuable lessons of incentive.
Mr. Goerz
has done so much for Harvey county that
his history forms an integral part of it- annals and wili he received with interest bymany of our readers who know of his good

work.

llairishing

good education and has been an able ashusband in his work', as well
as a faithful companion.
Unto our subject
a

sistant to her

and his wife have been born nine children.
five sons and three daughters yet living.
while a son died in infancy. The others are

John H., who

is employed as a bookkeeper
by the Girard Trust Company, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and is married and has
one child Katie, who attended the Halstead
Seminary and possesses considerable musical talent; Rudolph, who married a daughter of Chris. Krehbiels and is living in Newton Helen, the wife of J. P. Isaac, a medi:

Air. Goerz is now the business manager
of Bethel College, of Newton, and the secretary of the corporation which conducts

this

seventy-one, the mother when sixty-nine
years of age.
Mrs. Goerz is a lady of superior culture and knowledge. She obtained

Mennonite

institution.

He

;

/jCUAt^f

uiv-tS-

7
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student in Chicago, by whom she has one
Robert, a resident of Newton;

daughter;

Emma, who
and

i<

youth

graduate of Bethel College
an accomplished pianist; Orlando,
attending college; and. Williard', a
of eight years, who completes the
is

a

family.

Mr. and Mrs. Goerz came
eating

first

in

to

Kansas

in

Halstead, which was

then the headquarters of the Emigrant Aid
Colonization Society, of which he became
He was at Castle Garden,
the secretary.
Xew York, for some time to receive emigrants and conduct them or send them to
their destination in Kansas and the west.
For sixteen years lie resided in Halstead,
and his labors proved of the greatest value
in the settlement of the central portion of
this state, many being influenced to come
to this locality, where they have found
good homes and gained prosperity. In 1893
Mr. Goerz came with his family to Newton
and took up hi- abode in his present spaIt is a large
cious and attractive home.
frame residence situated near Bethel college,
and is surrounded by a well-kept lawn

adorned with tine shade trees, which were
planted by the owner, and the house was
erected under his supervision.
If Mr. Goerz has accomplished nothing
in life save what he has done in connection
with Bethel College he woud not have lived
in vain and would deserve the gratitude of
tlie community, which has been so greatly
benefited by the institution. He was the organizer of the corporation, and has been
closely and prominently identified with it
fnin it- inception to the present time. He

ing halls, forming a
the city

Xew

pi e

\

illage

w hich in itsi
of the most enterprising and attractive citti

1

1

if

t<

>n.

Mr.
its si le in Kansas.
>erz lias alof the board of direcand the business manager ><i thi

ies oi

I

.

ways been secretary
ts

rrs

and to him more than to an} other or.e man
1- due the success of the school.
Mr. Goerz
ly a cultural and scholarl) gentleman, but is an astute business manager and
far-sighted financier, and possesses greal energy and power- of endurance.
He carries
forward to successful completion whatever
he undertakes. and is still pushing forward
the work of Bethel College, which has become one of the best institutions of learning
in this

part of the state.

Mr. Goerz
college here.
in

is

pastor of the church and

He was ordained in

H

[878, as a minister of the Meniioiiite de-

nomination, and in 1890 was made an elder.
His influence is of no restricted order, and
there has not been denied to him the rich
harvest of his labors. At this point it would
be almost tautological to enter into any series of statements as showing Rev. Goerz
to be a man of broad intelligence and genuine public spirit, for these have Inowed forth between the lines of this review.
Strong in his individuality, he never lacks
the courage of his convictions, but there are

dominating elements in this individuality
human sympathy and an abiding
charity which, as taken in connection with
the sterling integrity and honor of his character, have naturally gained to him the respect and confidence of men.
as
a

lively

solicited the funds, negotiated for the site of

the buildings, resulting in the location of the

college one mile north of

Xewton.

The

WILLIAM

sit-

The grounds
is extremely pleasant.
comprise several acres of land: the college

J.

McADOO.

uation

building is a large stone edifice built in modern style of architecture, and presents an
imposing appearance, for it can be seen for
miles across the prairies. Mr. Goerz collected over one hundred thousand dollars and is
founder of this institutii n of learn-

reallv the
ing.

Besides the fine edifice there are a
of substantial residences and board-

number

William J. McAdoo, one of the most
prominent citizens ,,f Barber county, and in
whose honor the township of McAdoo was
named, was formerly extensively engaged
in the stock business, hut is now p
living retired from the active dutii
and is living on the old home farm with his
He was born in Hickman counson. Isaac.
ty,

Tennessee,

forty-two mile-

-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Nashville, on the old military road blazed
out by General Carroll, March 28, 1833.
His father, Barnett A. McAdoo, was
born in Edinburgh. Scotland, June 13, 1S00.
In his native city he served a seven years'
apprenticeship at the carpenter's trade, and
afterward came with his brothers, William,
Stevens, Pinkley. Robert, Foster and Ephraim, and a colony, to America, the party
first locating in Buncombe county, North
Carolina, but after a time the father of our
subject and other members of the colony
took up their abode in Hickman county,

Tennessee.

About 1822 Mr. McAdoo was

there married to Sarah Merritt, a member of
the colonv that came to America from Scotland, where she was born January 8, 1796,

a daughter of John and Rebecca (Murphy)
In 1843 he left the state of TenMerritt.
nessee for Illinois, where a part of the colony, including all of his brothers, but one,
had preceded him, and there they founded
For a time he made
the town of Liberty.
his home in White county, but on account
of milk sickness there he removed to Jefferson county, where he and his wife died on
the same day. in 1873. and were buried in
the same casket, both passing away in the
-

faith of the Old-school Presbyterian church,

of which they had been worthy and faithful
members. Of the brothers. Pinkley died in
Greene county. Missouri Billy was living
:

Tennessee when

heard from: Robert
fell in the battle of Cerro Gordo and another
brother died on his way home from service.
Eleven children were born unto Mr. and
Mrs. McAdbo, namely: Eliza, who became
the wife of Isaac N. Pierce and died in
Arkansas during the Civil war; Stephen,
who married a member of the historic Shelby family and died in Arkansas, where he
had located previous to the Civil war; John,
a minister of the Baptist church and a resident of Cass county, Missouri; Beckey, the
widow of Barnett Clinton, and a resident of
Illinois; Martha, who became the wife of
Finis Shannon, a veteran of the Mexican
war. and her death occurred in Illinois;
Sarah, who became the wife of Pinckley
Vaughn, and died in Missouri; David, who
was drowned in California; William J., the
in

last

;

subject of this review;

Barnett,

who was

drowned

j

in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1S51
whither he had gone for a bunch of cattle;
George, who was a resident of Missouri
when last beard from; and Mary J., who

died of diphtheria in childhood.
William J. McAdoo was but a lad of
about twelve years when he removed with
his father to Illinois, and he still retains a
vivid recollection of the part he took in the
luvenile Marching Club of "Straight Outs"
In
in one of the heated political campaigns.
1845 the family located in Jefferson county,

on the Mississippi river, and it was
not until after he had reached mature years
and had served an apprenticeship at the carpenter's trade that the son received any educational advantages, and then, in company
with twelve other young men, they secured
a private instructor, erected a schoolhouse,
and there our subject attended school for
Illinois,

thirty-six days, when his funds became exhausted and he was compelled to leave the
school. Shortly after his arrival in Jefferson
county, Illinois, he had been bound out to

Scott
ers

in

& Mayberry, contractors and
Wayne county, with whom

mained

until his twenty-first year,

build-

he

re-

when he

purchased his time, and after his unsuccessful attempt to gain an education went to
Galveston, Texas, and thence to Appaloose,
Louisiana, where he was engaged in framing trestles on the railroad in Turkey
bayou. He remained on the railroad for the
following four years, during which time
he worked from Galveston to New Orleans,
but in 1855 yellow fever broke out in his
locality and he went to Monticello, Arkansas, there working at his trade for several
years and built many cotton gins during the

time.

In 1855. near Appaloose, Louisiana, Mr.
McAdoo was united in marriage to Miss
Sarah Henry, who vvas born in Cheron,
North Carolina. September 5, 1836, a
daughter of William K. and Harriet P.
(Gruver) Henry, both of Scotch descent.
In the spring of 1861, with his wife and
two children, he went with team and wagon
to Illinois, his starting point being White
Oak Bluff, on the Saline river, and after

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
reaching that state he remained for a time
In
with his father and followed his track'.
[86l business called him to Indiana, and in
was
arrested
Pose) county, thai state, he
by Union soldiers on the suspicion that he
was a spy in the Confederate service and was
Shawneetown, Illinois, where he
taken
was rec gnized bj Captain Dave Vote and
was released. At his request he was given
an escort of six men for a long distance on
A; that time public sentihis way home.
ment ran very high in the north, and the
he had lived tor .several years in
the south caused him to he the object of an
Unreasonable suspicion ami persecution. Colonel Whitlock, the provost marshal of Olney. Illinois, and who had previously arrested him. received an order from Cairo
to again arrest him. ami about three weeks
after the hrst attempt a body of cavalry
rode to his house, but by this time Mr. McAdoo \\a> entirely out of patience with his
persecutors; and seizing an ax he dashed
from the house and taking the commanding
officer's horse by the bit demanded him to
disperse his men on penalty of death, and
at the same time informed him that he was
The
as loyal as any man in the county.
officer dismissed his men and when released
by our subject put spurs to his horse and

[n

Knowing

when he had
time until

from

the south,

that

[88]

and

owner
also owned

a

lumber yard

In the latter year

nois.

In-

at

Bellview,

came

t'

1

the

Illi-

SunLinn

llower state, locating for a time in
county, where his wife's death occurred.
There he purchased one hundred and sixty
acres of laml and engaged in the stock business

and also owned

a

There he made his home
which time, in addition

feed yard.
[885, during
to his many other

large

until

interests, he also took the contract for erect-

ing a church at Middle Fork ami erected for
himself what was then the finest residence
In that year he sold his posin the county.
sessions there to Boycott & Bradley, of
>ttawa, and came to Barber county, bringing
and
much
with him three teams and wagons
The first land which he owned here
stock.
was located on the southwest quarter of section 1. and as the years passed by he added
•

to his rriginal purchase until he .w
teen hundred acres, on which he kept a drove
.

.

of three hundred cattle. About nine years ago
he si Id that place and purchased his present

farm of one hundred and sixty

his arrest

be certain to
watchful and kept a horse ready for use. but
in spite of this precaution he was one day
surprised by a large number of soldiers and
barely succeeded in making his escape to
Franklin county, where a friend fitted him
There he
out for a journey to Missouri.
surrendered to McCrea's Confederate command, received a parole and returned to his
home. He was afterward arrested at Keokuk. Iowa, but after showing his parole

acres.

Dur-

ing about four years of his residence here
he lived entirely alone, but his son. Isaac,
then returned to the home farm to care for
him in his declining years.
Mr. and Mrs. McAdoo became the parHarriet J.,
ents of eight children, namely
who became the wife of James Jones, and
died in Illinois; George Henry, a farmer of
Oklahoma; John, who died in Illinois in
childhood; Barnett, a land owner and skilled
mechanic of Oklahoma; Anna, the wife of
Frank Jones, a carpener of Augusta, Ok:

released.

his way to Council Bluffs, he
sent to Chicago for eleven Schutler
wagons, also purchased oxen, and on the
nth of February, 1862, with his wagons
loaded with government supplies, he went
from Council Bluffs to Fort Carney in a
train of one hundred and four persons, under the command of Captain George Perkins.

first left

he successfully foil. .wed
carpentering, becoming the
of eight hundred acres of land and

farming

would
follow. Mr. McAdoo was ever

was

McAdoo abandoned

[866, however. Mr.

the freighting business and returned to Illinois, locating on the farm he had purchased

1

dashed away.

1083

Making

lahoma; Isaac X.. on the old homestead;
Amos, who is a prominent farmer and sto ckof McAdoo township, where he owns
four hundred and eightv acres of land, and
also represents the Northwest Threshing

was

man

Machine
1

1

Company

of

Miimesi

I

Sarah E.. the wife of Edward Dilley. a railroad employe in Douglastown. Butler coun-
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Two orphan children also found good
William R.
this worthy couple
Randoll, a farmer of Jefferson county. Illi-

ty.

—

homes with
nois,

and James

Bettis,

who

is

engaged

in

the mercantile business at Flat Gap, Tennessee.

Mr.

McAdoo

has served his township as

justice of the peace and as treasurer. When
the first schoolhouse was erected in the township he furnished the teams to haul the lum-

ber from Kingman and advanced from his
own private means the money necessary to
pay the teacher for the first two terms. He

has ever since been a member of its board
of education and the schoolhouse was named
In political matters he has
in his honor.
given his support principally to the Democracy since the Civil war. but at times votes
Socially he
with the People's party.
member of the Independent Order of

is

a

Odd

Fellows. He was raised in the belief of the
Presbyterian church, but is very liberal in
Barber county has no
his religious views.
more honored or respected citizen than William J. McAdoo, and his benevolent and public spirited nature is known far and wide.

ISAAC

X.

McADOO.

Isaac Newton McAdoo, a leading and
representative citizen of Barber county, is a
native son of the Prairie state, his birth having there occurred in Jefferson county June
The history of the family will
24, 1867.
be found in the sketch of his father, Will-

volume. Our subject received his educational advantages in

McAdoo.

iam

J.

the

common

and when

in this

schools of his native locality,

fifteen years of

age he accompa-

nied his parents on their removal to Kansas.
He remained under the parental roof until
his marriage, and during that time he was
engaged to some extent in freighting from
Hutchinson and vicinity to various points
For a period of six; years
in the state.
after his marriage he was engaged in the
livery business in Kansas City. Missouri.
but on the expiration of that period he sold
his possessions there and came to Barber

county, where for the fi Mowing three years
he was engaged in the tilling of the soil. For
the succeeding three years he was engaged
in farming and stock raising in Cass county, Missouri, but on account of failing health
he was then obliged to leave that locality and
returned to Kansas for two years. He next
spent six months in travel in Oklahoma,

Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas, and then,
being a great sufferer from rheumatism, he
remained at Hot Springs, Arkansas, for
eleven months, when his health was entirely
restored.
The following year was spent by
our subject in Cass county, Missouri, forthree years was engaged in blacksmithing
at Rogers, Arkansas, and thence returned
to Barber county to care for his father in
Since taking up his
his declining years.
abode on the old home farm he has been engaged in farming, stock raising, blacksmithing and threshing, having" been more or less
engaged in the latter occupation for a period
In partnership with his
of sixteen years.
cousin, Alexander McAdoo, he operated one
of the first threshing machines ever brought
into Pratt county, it being an old-fashioned
horse-power machine. At the present time
he owns and operates a Minnesota Giant,
a sixteen-horse-power engine and a Northwest separator, and during the past season
he threshed forty-nine thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven bushels of grain in
Pratt county, while the year previous he
threshed as high as eighty thousand bushels.
He is also engaged in the stock business, at
the present time owning over fifty head of
cattle

and horses.

On the 19th of July, 18S7, was celebrated
the marriage of Mr. McAdoo and Miss
Norah E. Jones. She is a native of Cass o unty, Missouri, and a daughter of Benjamin
and Evaline (Myers) Jones, who claim the
Buckeye state as the place of their nativity.
There they were married, and in 1867 they
took up their residence
where thev both

in

Cass county, Mis-

reside and the
engaged in farming
was a soldier in the
Civil war.
They became the parents of
seven children, namely:
Dow, a farmer

souri,

still

father is extensively
near Strasburg.
He

of.

Butler

county,

Kansas;

Sylvia,

the

BIOGRAPHICAL HIS
wife of Heriry Austin, a fanner of Almeda,
Oklahoma; Frank, a house carpenter, of
>klahoma; Norah, the wife of our
subject: Anna, the widow of Harr) Semour
ami a member of her parents' home in Missouri; Myrtle, the wife of William Hartzler,
a merchant of Pleasant Hill. Missouri; and
Ira. who died of consumption at Plevna.

Augusta,

(

Kansas, in [886, at the age
The union of our siibject and wife has been blessed with live chilClara, Edgar, Marie. Enid
dren, namely:
Ken., county,

of twenty-five years.

and

(

(ran.

Mr.

McAdoo

is

independent

in his politi-

cal view-.

10S5

I

Missouri,

to

where the former died al the age E eightytwo years, while his wife passed awaj at
Their son, James
eighty-nine.
1

i

Sr., the father of our subject,
Nicholas county, Kentucky, and
[854 removed with his family to Missouri.
He was a farmer and Stock raiser.
following those pursuit- throughout his ac-

tt,

was born

in

in

tive life, but at the time of the Mexican war
he put aside all personal considerations, being one of the first to join the American
army for service at the front. He married Ellen Bn.wn. also a native of Nicholas
unty,
Kentucky, and a daughter of Daniel B. and
Margaret (Leary) Brown, who were name- f Scotland and the latter was a daughter of one of the
Revolutionary heroes.
However, he became engaged in the war for
1

.

.

JAMES

M. SCOTT.
serving for the

Independence on the side of the British and

third successive term as mayor of Mankato
and no higher proof of the love, confidence
and trust reposed in him bv his fellow citi-

was wounded at the battle of Brandvwine.
About that time, his sympathies having become enlisted on behalf of the colonists, he
deserted the English army and joined the
American troops, after which he valiantly
aided in winning freedom for this land. Mr.
Brown died in Kentucky at the age of fifty-

Hon. James M. Scott

is

zens could be given than the fact that at
the last election he received the unanimous
support of the voters of the city, being
elected entirely without opposition. The inMankato are dear to his heart and
no man has labored more faithfully and un:

welfare along all
lines of substantial unbuilding and improveHe is a practical, enterprising busment.
iness man. and those same qualities are
manifest in the discharge of his official duselfishly

ties.

to

He

is

promote

known

its

far

and wide as one of

the leading horse dealers of the country and
his extensive interests in this direction have
done much toward promoting business activitv

in

central

Kansas.

So widely and

favorably is he known and so closely is his
history interwoven with that of Jewell county thn ugh the last decade that the annals
of central Kansas would be incomplete without a

full

account of his

life.

Mr. Scott was born in Bourbon county,
Kentucky. May 3, 1846. and comes of a
family noted for loyalty to their honest conand strong determinaHis paternal grandparents were
tion.
Thomas and Mary Ralston Scott, who
for many years resided in the Blue Grass

victions, for industry

1

)

six

years,

moved

after

which

Mrs.

Brown

re-

Missouri, where her death occurred when she was eighty year- of age.
The father of our subject died in Stone
county, Missouri, at the age of seventy-two.
and his wife there passed away at the age of
seventy-four.
They were the parents of
ten children, of whom three sons and a
daughter are vet living.
James M. Scott was a lad of only eight
summers when his parents removed to Misto

and there he was reared on the hi nne
farm, pursuing his education in the village
mrse.
schi Is and also taking- a high school
He was only fifteen year- of age when he
first became connected with miltarv service,
enlisting first in the Missouri Confederate
State Guards, while six months later he
joined the regular armv of the Confederacy
and was elected third lieutenant, but thinking he was too young for the duties he resigned. After two years had passed he was.
in 1863, commissioned captain and took part
souri,

.

in

detached service until the close of the
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war.
He was wounded in the left
shoulder April 8, 1862; in the fall of that
year in the side; and in 1864 was shot in the
Civil

right leg.

He was

a

very hrave soldier, fear-

lessly defending the cause which he
poused and his valor inspired his men

es-

to

deeds of courage.
After the restoration of peace Mr. Scott
went to Nebraska and crossed the plains to
Fort Laramie, Wyoming. He worked as a
freighter for a time, then spent four years
as a wagon master, after which he returned
to Missouri and was married.
There on
the 14th of September, 1869. he wedded
Rachel Barnes, a native of that state, and
unto them have been born three children
Glen, who is his father's partner in business
and is married and has a son, named for
the subject of this review
Garland, who
died at the age of four years; and Bertha,
who is the wife of D. V. Hanna.
After his marriage Mr. Scott remained
for four years in [Missouri, then spent two
years in Nebraska, for six years was a resident of Phillips county, Kansas, and after
four years passed in Smith county, this
state, came to Jewell county, taking up his
:

Here he established
and sale stable, which he conducted
with excellent success for five years.
He
admitted his son to a partnership, under the
firm name of J. M. Scott & Son, and they
are now the owners of one of the finest stock
farms of the Sunflower state and their business has reached mammoth
proportions.
They buy and sell horses and mules and
no better judges of such stock can be found
than the members of the firm.
The son
has been doing business for himself and
father ever since he was eleven years of age,
when he purchased his first horse. His experience has been broad and varied.
He is
on the mad much of the time, buying, selling and looking after the interests of the
firm, and there is not a horse dealer of any
consequence in the land that does not know
Glen Scott, either personally or by reputation, and who would not accept his word as
readily as a check from the bank.
He has
never been known to back out of a business
proposition of any kind and his word is as
residence in Mantako.

a livery

1

good

as his bond.

ters at the livery

The

firm has headquar-

barn of

J.

T. Ridge, at

Mankato, where they have ample yards and
everything needed for the retention and care
of stock, and where one or the other of these
gentlemen can be found at any time during
business hours, ready to buy. sell or trade.
About seven miles from Mankato in Holm-

township, Scott & Son own one of
the finest stock farms in Kansas, compris-

wood

ing two hundred acres of choice land, well
fenced and provided with every convenience
for the proper and profitable handling of
stock, in which they take such pride and
which they understand so thoroughly. Here
the sunny slopes and shady nooks of pasture
land, the deep green of alfalfa fields, the
abundance of pure, fresh water, the large,

commodious, well lighted and well ventilated
all these give ample evidence that a
is in charge and a liberal hand
at the helm. The farm is devoted principally
to the care of high bred horses and mules,
and at present they have about eighteen head,
of thoroughbred Kentucky and Missouri
stallions and jacks.
There is a place on the
ranch for the proper care and feeding of
mules, and during the year hundreds f these
animals are taken there, put in good marketable condition and then find ready sale on
the markets of the world.
Their business

barns,

master mind

1

are conducted in a thoroughly
straightforward, honorable manner.
Xo
tricks, schemes or frauds being contenanced
among their employes or tolerated around
their premises.
They have a reputation for
integrity in all things and their success is,
indeed, a legitimate one and well deserved.
James M. Scott and his family arc member of the Christian church and contribute
liberally
its
support
fact,
to
in
he does everything in his power for
the promotion
of material,
social,
inaffairs

'

:

tellectual
and moral
interests
his
in
community.
He is a member of the
Knights of the Maccabees, while his son is

valued representative of the Benevolent
is very
popular not only in Jewell county, but
throughout the country. f< r he has a very
wide acquaintance and enjoys the high re-

a

and Protective Order of Elks, and
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gard and good will of
been

all

with

his

In

associated.

whom

Ili- paternal grandfather. Jonathan
Rea, was b'H'n in Indiana, Inn died in Mis-

Rea.

has
views

Ik-

political

James M. Scott is a stalwart Democrat ami
serving hi- fourth term as mayor
i< now
The first time he won the
of Mankato.
nection by a vote of three to one and the
ncond time hi- majority was so largely in-

dence

In

fact

unanimous

in

1

a

his death

[901,
enty

occurring

in

Savannah,

in

June,

when he had

one years.

attained the age of sevHe was one of the most

distinguished lawyers

have such confiand trustworthiness that

they are practically

nam

f osiei state and when
e of the
young man removed to Missouri, living in
fur
mure
than fort) years,
Andrew county

also a

the people

in his ability

Hi- son, the Hon. David Rea, was

souri.

creased that at the third election there was
no candidate nominated by the opposing
party.

1087

in

thai portion of the

country and he represented the ninth, now
the fourth, district of that -late 111 congress
for three terms, leaving the impress of his
strong individuality for good up n the legislation enacted in the council chambers of
the nation during his incumbency.
le gave
his political support to the Democratic party,
but at the time of the Civil war was a stron?

their en-

Hbrsemenl of him and his administration, in
the face of e\ rything he f< 'tight f< >r a waterworks system for .Mankato and triumphed
in the contest,
lie has ever heen found on
the >ide of progress and reform and is practical in all things, while advocating suhstantial improvements.
Over the history
t

I

Union man.

evil.

His brother, the distinguished
Judge Joseph Rea, of Missouri, w a
Union soldier. The mother of our subject,
who was born in Virginia, is still living in

sincere,

Missouri.

of his

public career

and private

life

there

mi shadow of wrong or suspicion of
His life has been manly, his actions
and he has left the impress of his
individuality for good upon the business and
falls

political

Surrounded by the refinng influences of
good home Mr. Rea. of this review, was
manhood and his early education
was supplemented by a course in the academic and law departments of the University
a

record of Jewell county.

reared to

JOHX

B.

of Missouri, at Columbia.

REA.

He

practiced law

1885, when he
Mankato. where he established a

in that state until

of the most prominent business men
|f Jewell county is John B. Rea. whose interests are extremely varied and extensive.

One

He

bclung-

to

that

class

dividual

citizens

success,

and

prosperity,

perior mentality

also

in

—these are some

1

attained the full
ble at that time.

measure of success possi-

Mr. Rea was born in Savanna. Andrew
tounty, Missouri, January 3*?7- a son
of the Hon. David and Nancy E. (Beattie)
l

among

to

real

es-

office

the leading

sion in the

members

community.

He

of

th<

has conducted

some very important real estate transfers
and is the owner of the only complete set

of the ele-

ments which have led to his success. He is
widely known as an attorney, real estate
dealer, merchant and agriculturist, and his
efforts have been so discerningly directed
along well denned lines of labor that at any
one point
f his career he seemed to have

and law

1

of representative

who, while promoting inadvance the general
this county his efforts
have been of marked public benefit. Strong
letermination, keen discernment and su-

American

came

and in both branches of
le
the business he is meeting with success.
has an analytical mind, is logical in his deduction- and strong in his reasoning, and
though he does not give his entire attention
to the profession his ability classes him
tate

of abstract books in the county.

In mercantile circles Mr. Rea is widely
known, being the senior member of the
firm of Rea & Campbell, ownerthe largest general stores in Mankato. They
carry a very large line of good- and their
business methods have commended them to
Mr. Rea'- personal
the public patronage.
He owns five
realty holdings are extensive.
thousand acres of fine farming land in Jew1

:
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ell

county, divided into a

number of farms,

and in 1896 he raised one hundred and sixty
thousand bushels of corn, the largest corn
crop ever raised bv one
also

owns

and

his

man

in

Kansas.

He

three business blocks in Mankafo
In addition to the

fine residence.

cultivation of corn

and other cereals he

his farms he also keeps four or five hundred
head of hogs, fattening them for sale at the

proper time.
In his political views Mr. Rea is a pronounced Democrat, recognized as one of the
leaders of his party in this section of the

He

has been honored with a number

of offices, has served as county treasurer,
while for several terms he was a member
He has also been proof the city council.

bate judge, and in 1897 was elected mayor
of the city, in which capacity he served for
two consecutive terms, his administration
being practical, progressive and businesslike.
For thirteen years he has been a member of the school board of Mankato and has
ever favored and Labored to secure a
His official
higher standard of education.
service has been most commendable and he
has ever retired from office as he has entered
it
with the confidence and good will of

—

He has been sent as a delegate
various conventions of the Democracy
is chairman of the Democratic county
central committee, his management of camthe public.
to

and

paign work being most effective.
The home life of Mr. Rea has been most
pleasant.
He was married June 24, 1880,
to Miss Ella McLain. a native of Ohio, and
their union has been blessed with two children. Marguerite and Bessie, while they
also have an adopted daughter. Bertha, who
shares in the loving care and attention bestowed upon their own children. A splendid
record is the life history of John B. Rea,

who

has
achieved splendid success, who in office has
gained the respect and trust of even his poin

behalf.

is

one of the most extensive stock raisers of
this part of the state, feeding from three
to seven hundred head of cattle each year
for shipment to the city markets, while on

state.

those with whom he is associated by reason
of his upright manhood.
Jewell county is
proud to number him among her citizens and
acknowledges her indebtedness to him for
the many things he has accomplished in her

the active affairs of business

litical
opponents and who in private life
has ever commanded the high regard of

CHAUNCEY
The prominent

A.

SEAMAN.

Sedgwick, Harvey county, Kansas', a sketch of whose life
should by all means be included in this
work, has become widely known as a banker
and dealer in Kansas farms. Unlike most
of the leading men of Harvey county, he is a
native of Kansas, having been born in Linn
county, March 24, 1862, a son of A. G.
Seaman, who was born in Schenectady
county. New York, January 23, 1835.
Chauncey Seaman, father of A. G. Seaman,
and grandfather of Chauncey A. Seaman,
was a cattle drover and dealer in New York
state, and later a farmer in Whiteside councitizen of

He settled in Linn county, Kan1863, and died there in 1867, leaving a widow and three children. His son,
Andrew", lives in \\ "hiteside county, Illinois,
and is at the head of a family. A. G. Seaman was the next in order of birth. Stephen
lives in Linn county, Kansas.
A. G. Seaman married Elizabeth Clingaman, a native of Pennsylvania, in 1857, and
settled at Burlington, Osage county, Kansas, where they had stopped en route from
Whiteside county, Illinois, to Pike's Peak,

ty, Illinois.

sas, in

because of the illness of Mrs. Seaman. After her recovery they took up their residence
in the old stone house in Linn county. Kansas, which had been the residence of three
brothers, who had been pioneers in that part
of the country.
Mr. Seaman bought one
hundred and sixty acres of land about four
miles distant from the house mentioned, and
eventually moved upon the place, and is
living there at

this

time.

Mrs. Seaman

died in 1876 in the prime of life, leaving
four children.
Their daughter Maggie is
the wife of R. W. Nungesser, of Mountain
Grove, Missouri.
Chauncey A., who was
born in the old stone house, was the next

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
it)
Amelia married WillHockenberry, and died in [896, leavEmma married K. 11. Ad
Mr. Seaams, of Hennessy, Oklahoma.
man married a sea nd time and ag
•

.

Sedgw

a

widow

is

m

i\\

In ing with his

and

ave a modest yet

Lheri

home.
hew men in Harvey count) who began

Iain

came

ick,
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there withoul cash capital have been so sucSeaman, who i- active, ener-

cessful as Mr.
getic

and progressive, and

win.,

young

in

years, appear- to have a brilliant future be-

third wife.

Channcey A. Seaman was brought up
his father, who gave him

farm work by

gi>id an education in the

common

to

fore him.

as

to

schools

near their Inane as was there available to
him. and he was a member of his father's
household until he was twenty-one years
When he was twenty-two he became
old.
foreman in the nursery of D. W. Cozad, al
La
ygne, Kansas, a position which he
held two year-. After that for a year he
was employed in .1 nursery at Peabody,
In 1885 he tiled a homestead claim
land in Kiowa county.
Kansas, whither he was attracted b) a boom
lie lived on this land in
then in progress,
1886-87, to prove up his claim, then mort1

f

In August,
it and eventually lost it.
1887, he became foreman in a nursery at
succeeded
he
so
where
Sedgwick, Kansas,
well that in January, 1892. he bought the

gaged

nursery, which comprised two hundred acres
and which he regarded as one of the best
Four years later the concern
in the state.
passed into the control of a stock company,

which was capitalized at ten thousand doland of which he was the president and
In 1900 the business
general manager.
was sold for twenty thousand dollars, which
was
between
Mr. Seaman and
sum
divided
one other man. they having been at that
lars,

time the only stockholders.
In May. iqoo. Mr. Seaman bought stockin the Sedgwick State Bank, of which he is
the president, and Charles Schaefer. viceThe
president, and J. L. Buck, cashier.
directors are Chauncev A. Seaman. Charles
Schaefer. J. L. Buck. S. B. Shirk, and Will-

Mr. Seaman owns two
iam A. Hume.
farms aggregating three hundred and eightv
acres. and buys and sells Kansas farms
whenever a favorable opportunity occurs. In
politics he is a Republican, and as such he
was elected mayor of Sedgwick. He was
Miss Anna Shirk, of
married in 1888 t

as a

man

of public Spirit

HON. GEORGE

I

acre-

Mis fellow townsmen ha

know him

always solicitous for their besl
and win. gives unstinted support
measdre h >r the public gi h d.
is

H.

who

interests,
to

ever)

CASE.

High on the roll of the distinguished Republicans of the west appear- the
1

George H. Case, who has figured conspicuously as a leading member of the party in
Not as a politician
both Iowa and Kansas.
seeking office has he labored for success, but'
as a loyal and patriotic citizen, who has
placed country before party and the general

good before personal aggrandizement.
Mr. Case was born in Mansfield, Richland county. Ohio, August 9. 1841, a son
Stewart Case. The
of Adam and Harriet
(

)

Case family lived originally in Xew Jersey,
whence they went to the Buckeye state. As
the paternal grandfather died when his son,
Adam Case, was only ten years of age. the
fell upon him. for he
was the eldest. He nobly assumed the duties
ami assisted his mother in caring for the
younger children, until all were grown and
able to care for themselves.
His birth occurred in Xew Jersey, but in his youth he
went to Ohio, where he lived until after his

burden of the family

He wedded Harriet Stewart, who
in Ohio, a daughter of John Stew1854 they removed to Fairfield,
Iowa, and the same year the mother died.
The father was a carpenter by trade and followed that pursuit through a long period.
His death also occurred in Fairfield when
They
he was about sixty year- of age.
were the parents of eleven children, of whom

marriage.

was born
art.

In

five are yet living.

In his native town George H. Case spent
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his early youth

public thought

education, which

him

Iowa. He
Lincoln issued his first call for troops. He
was twenty years of ag'e, when, on the 15th
of April, 1861, he enlisted in response to
the first call, being mustered in May 28th,
but it was not until the second call was issued for three hundred thousand men that
his command was ordered to the front.
He
became a member of Company E, Second
Iowa Infantry, under command of Captain
Fred Melcher and served for three years,
when his term having expired he was honorably discharged at Louisville, Kentucky,
May 28, 1864. He was never wounded and
was never absent from duty save for two
weeks, occasioned by a cut foot at Corinth.
He was present at the surrender of Fort

In 1880 he

and acquired his preliminary
was completed in Fairfield,
remained at home until President

Donelson to the Union forces and marched
the position of
at the head of the column
honor.
He went into the service as a private and came out as a corporal. Governor
Kirkwood, of Iowa, offered him a commis-

—

sion as lieutenant colonel in another regiment, but he replied, "I'd rather be a private
Iowa than an officer in
in the Second
another regiment," and well might he feel
proud of the fact that he served with that

command,

Second made

most

for the
and the account of its bravery and fearless deeds is now found upon
a

brilliant record

history's pages.

After the war Mr. Case returned to his
Iowa home and in the fall of 1S65 he was
elected county recorder of Jefferson county,
in which capacity he served for two years.

He was then elected clerk of the district
court for a term of four years and on his retirement from office he was admitted to the
bar, having previously studied during his
clerkship. He continued to practice in Iowa
until 1877 and then came to Mankato, where
he opened a bank and continued in the banking business until 1891. In his business career he has met with success, resulting from
his energy, his well informed plans and his
determined execution of them.
His methods, too, have been of the most honorable
nature, and his prosperity is therefore well
His prominence as a leader of
merited.

and opinion continued

with'

after his removal to the Sunflower state.

was

elected senator

election continued

During the

in

that

and by

office

for

re-

eight

term he was chairman of the committee on laws and during
the second term of the committee on railroads, and was also a member of a number
of other important committees. His careful
consideration of all the questions and issues
which came before the assembly, his knowledge of law and his recognition of the needs
and possibilities of the state made his senayears.

first

torial service of great value to his constitu-

and the commonwealth at large. He
has long been recognized as a man of marked
ents

influence, especially in political circles.

cast his

first

presidential vote for

He

Abraham

Lincoln and has never yet wavered

in

his

allegiance to the principles of the Republi-'
He has been one of its advisors

can party.
in

Iowa and Kansas and

carry

much weight

in

his opinions yet
the councils of the

Honor, integrity and fidelity to his
constituents have formed the basis of his
political service.
He was a delegate to the
party.

national Republican convention in Chicago,
in 1880,

when James A.

Garfield

was nom-

inated for the presidency, and he attended

every state convention of his party in Iowa
from 1865 to 1877. To him belongs the
credit of bringing the late United States
Senator Gear, of Iowa, into politics. When
Air. Gear was a grocer of Burlington, Iowa,
he was asked bv Mr. Case to allow him to
name him as a candidate for congress. Mr.
Gear consented, but the nominating convention resulted in a deadlock and he withdrew.
The following year, however, he was nominated and elected governor of Iowa and
continued for many vears one of the most

honored and prominent

political

men

of the

After coming to Kansas Mr. Case
served for four years as warden of the state
penitentiary and in 1888 he was a Republican candidate before the convention for governor and in 1898 was a candidate for lieutenant governor before the convention.
state.

to

In 1869 Mr. Case was united in marriage
Miss Clara Delia Johnson, and by virtue

of the office he then held issued his

own
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The lad) was born in
Somerset, Ohio, and by her marriage has
Become the mother of four children, bul one

Marriage

The others are Harriet S.,
Clara E. and Georgene.
The daughters
pave received pood educational privileges,
t\v<> being graduates of St. Mary's College,
They and their
at Leavenworth. Kansas.
mother, a most estimable ladv, are members
ni the Presbyterian church.
Mr. Case was
one of the first members of Jim Lane Post.
died in infancy.

Bo. 34.

<

A. K.. of

'.

Mankato;

in early life

wa> an Odd Fellow and a Knight of Pythias. and is also a member of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, at Topeka.
He is now largely living retired from business ami public life, but a man of Mr.
Base's force of character, marked individuand keen insight can never wholly

ality

cease to be a factor in public life, no matter
how much he wishes, unless the heavy hand

He
of age places its restrictions there.
however, is vet in the prime of life, and is
honored and esteemed for what he has accomplished in the business world and in
the political field where his efforts have been
of the broadest possible public benefit.

DANIEL

J.

VANCE.

Lieutenant Daniel J. Vance has been a
nn st important factor in the upbuilding of
Mankato. where he located before a postoffice

was established and when the work
and development seemed scarce-

of progress

begun. He has aided largely in the propotion of movements calculated to prove
of general good and has held many public
office-, wherein he has conserved the best
His life has
interest- of the community.
at all times been worthy of the confidence
and regard of his fellow men and with pleasure we present his history to our readers.
Mr. Vance is a native of Indiana, his
birth having occurred in Goshen in June.
ly

1840.

The Vance

family

is

of

German

lin-

eage, the paternal grandfather of our sub-

having been born in Germany, whence
he emigrated to America and thus estab-

ject

lished

the

family

togi

on the

-oil

of

the

new

world.

J lis wife was a native of the United
Mate-, bin her parent- were bom in bugland.
George W. Vance, the father of our

was 1). nil in Wesl Virginia, and
died in Jewell county, Kansas, in the eightieth year of his age.
He always followed
farming as a means of livelihood.
subject,

was upon his father's farm that DanVance was born, and in 1N43 he was
taken by his parents to Iowa, where he was
reared amid the wild scenes of the frontier,
assisting in the work of cultivating the
It

iel

J.

and harvesting the crops until the
war was inaugurated, when lie left the
plow and donned the blue as a defender of
It was on tiie 22d of
his country.
Ictober,
[861, that he enlisted, becoming a member
of Company M. Fourth Iowa Cavalry. The
regiment was first stationed at Camp Harlan, in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, Senator Harlan being the father of the command, and
in the spring of [862 was ordered to St.
Louis and joined Curtiss' army soon after
Mr. Vance was
the battle of Pea Ridge.
always with his command in the thickest of
the fight or on the tented field, except when
slight illnesses kept him from active service,
and he rose from orderly sergeant to the
rank of first lieutenant, living thus commissioned January to. [864, soon after his reHe remained at the front until
enlistment.
fields

Civil

(

the close of hostilities, but

when

the starry

banner was planted in the capital of the Confederacy and peace was restored he returned to his home with a most creditable
A
military record for bravery and loyalty.
curious incident occurred a few years since
in connection with a picture which he mailed
during war times. He had his photograph
taken and sent it to his family, but it never
reached its destination and twenty-six years
afterward a friend saw and recognized this
It was
picture in the dead letter office.
then returned to Captain Vance, who has
since had an enlarged copy marie from it.
f
the war Mr. Vance
After the close
returned to Iowa and opened a
Fairfield, that state, conducting the enterprise for three year-, after which he
In September, 1872,
returned to the farm.
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Meachem and has two children; and Frank
who married Miss May White and has

the Hawkeye state for Kansas,
left
On
arriving in Jewell county in June.
the 20th of the same month he took up
his abode at Mankato, then called Jewell
Center, and has ever since made his home
here.
He entered a claim of government
land, the northeast quarter of section 21,
township 3. range 8. a portion of which is
now within the corporation limits of the
city, the patent being signed by President
Hayes.
In October, of the same year, a

he

A.,

three children.

children,
I.

friends

was established and Mr. Vance
wa? made the first postmaster, the office for
first year being located in his own home,
while his salary for that year was only
twelve dollars. During the two succeeding

Alma, who married George B.

work. He has long been
Independent Order of

Fellows, and belong-s to Jim Lane Post,
Xo. 34, G. A. R.. of Mantako, in which he
has filled all the chairs, acting as commander one term. As a citizen he has ever been
as true and loyal as when he followed thestars and stripes to where the conflict was
waged in the Civil war.

LEWIS

S.

HORXE.

Colonel Lewis S. Home is a retired merchant of Mankato. but is still actively connected with its business interests as the vicepresident of the State Exchange Bank, and
maintains a leading position as a representaof commercial and financial interests.
the man, and

tive

The achievement depends upon

the enterprise and diligence of Colonel
Home that has gained for him a leading
and enviable place in the business world and
He owes his success enin public regard.
it

improved

:

;

its

Odd

acceptably serving.
Mr. Vance has been actively identified
with business interests here which have been

Templeton

and have many warm
Mr. and Mrs.

locality.

this

a representative of the

was justice of the peace for several years,
being first appointed on the organization of
the township, and in the spring of 1901 became police judge, in which office he is now

He

in

active interest in

years he received forty-two dollars per year.
For almost thirteen years he continued to
act as postmaster, retiring in July, 1895, and
during that period the business of the office
He has held
greatly increased in volume.
many other offices; in 1873 was appointed
deputy clerk and on the expiration of the
term was elected clerk and again re-elected.
At the spring election of 1886 he was elected
mavor of the city, has served as a member
of the city council for a number of terms:

community.

Lewis H., Daniel E. and Elizabeth
family occupy a very prominent po-

Vance hold membership in the Methodist
Episcopal church in Mantako and take an

the

beneficial to the

The

sition in social circles

postoffice

and operated his claim and erected the sixth
building on the original site of Jewell Center and also superintended the erection of
the next three frame buildings, one of which
was a two-story structure. He used about
twenty-five thousand dollars of his own and
other people's capital in a way that contributed to the material upbuilding and improvement of the city, and he has always
done what he could for the general welfare.
In September, 1865, Mr. Vance was
united in marriage to Miss Martha E. Allender. a native of Cadiz, Ohio, and they
Varilla Eleanor, who
have three children
was born in Iowa and is the wife of M. H.

Lieutenant Vance has been

three times married.
By the second marriage he has two daughters, Julia M. and
Margaret C, and by the last marriage, three

is

tirely to his

own

efforts

and his history exwhich come to the

emplifies the opportunities

individual of determined purpose and laudable ambition.
native of North Carolina, the Colonel
was born in Davidson county, that state,

A

i

September 28, 1828. his parents being
George and Martha (Johnson) Home. His
father was born in Scotland, and in 181
came to the United States, loyally serving
his adopted countrv the following year in
After the,
her second war with England.
close of hostilities he located in Indiana and.

subsequentlv lived for some time in North

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Martha
England and \\ ith
per parents came to the new world, locatAt a later date
ing in North Carolina.
George Home went with his family to Indiana, where lie was engaged in the livery
business and in buying and selling horse--.
Carolina, where he was married to

Johnson,

He

died

who was b

in

the Hoosier State in

I

S5 7

away in Missouri
Horne was reared in

el

home and

in

,

lowed farming
to his

while
[868.

his par-

after starting out

Madison and Delaware

J

On
Horne
HTOOpS,

July. 1861, Colonel
responded to the president's call for

the

12th of

enlisting-

ir

Company

Thirty-

B.

Indiana Infantry, with which he reHe was then promained three months.
mote to the rank of second lieutenant and

sixth

1

in

present

until

He

[872.

home, now

then

came

Mankato, where

[901, when he sold out.
largelv living- retired, yet retains
general supervision of his extensive invest-

He

counties,

that state, teaching school until after the
inauguration of the Civil war.

west

until the spring of
I

in

the

Mankato, successfully conducting- the same

In 1850
learning the mercantile business.
he rem< >ved to Indiana and for several years
lived

to

president of the town company that organized the town of Mankato.
In 1885 he embarked in general merchandising and became
proprietor of one of the largest stores in

I

1

came

firsl

he has lived continuously since.
While
teaching school in Indiana he had studied
law and here he began practice in conn© tion
with the real estate business.
From his arrival here he took an active part in public
progress and improvement, did all in his
power to promote- advancement and was

upon an
Independent career he was employed on the
Atlanta & Western Railroad between Atlanta. Georgia, and Chattanooga, TennesFrom there he went to the southern
see.
f
leorgia, where he worked in a store,
pari
ents'

Horne

Mr.

[866, in the spring of that year locating in
Atchison comity. Missouri, where he fol-

>rn in

his wife passed

'093

is

ments.

now

He

is

a large land owner and his

two sons are now
stock

farm

of

living on their father's

seventeen

hundred

and

sixty acres at Selden. Kansas, one of the
finest stock feeding farms in this section of

Mr. Horne

the state.

is

also the vice-pres-

Bank, and his
and conservative and
sound business methods have made this a
ident of the State Exchang-e

known

placed in the recruiting service, recruiting
He
the Fifty-seventh Indiana Regiment.

well

performed such duties for two years, being
promoted in the meantime to first lieutenant
and then captain. He was next assigned to
the quartermaster's department, in which

leading financial institution of the county.
The Colonel is a valued member of the
Grand Army of the Republic and in his po-

he served with the Army of the Ohio
throughout all the southern states until November 13, 1865. when he was mustered out
at Indianapolis.
He was always faithful to
his duty and was a most loyal soldier.
When the war was over Colonel Horne
returned to his home and family.
He had
been married in Indiana October 1, 1852.
to Miss Ruth Barrett, who was born in
Ohio and died in Missouri in 1870. He afterward married Eliza C. Lee. a native of
North Carolina, their wedding being celebrated in Missouri.
She was called to her
Mr.
final rest in Kansas, in May 1882.
Horne now has five living children
Mrs.
Mary R. McLean. Charles F.. Mrs. Flora
Belle Armstrong, Albert G. and Mrs. Ida

of the most prominent and well liked citian honored pioneer
zens of Jewell county

:

I.

Hitz.

litical

reliability

affiliations is a Populist.

He

is

one

—

who for thirty years has been a factor in the
material progress and substantial development of this part of the state.

TOHN STRATTON.
Among

those

who have come from

for-

eign lands to 'nee me prominent in business
circles in the west is John Stratton, an exHis
tensive and well known stock raiser.
success in all his undertaking's has been so
of
interest to
marked that his methods are
He has based his
the agricultural world.
principles and actions upon strict
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adherence to the rules which govern industry, economy and strict, unswerving integrity.
His enterprise and progressive spirit
have made him a typical western man in
every sense of the word and he well deserves mention in the history of central Kansas.
What he is to-day he has made himself, and by constant exertion, associated
with good judgment, he has raised himself
to the prominent position which he now
holds, having the friendship of many and
the respect of all who know him.
Mr. Stratton was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, in 1864, and his parents,

James and Ann (Mackey) Stratton, were

The mother's
also natives of that land.
death occurred there in 18Q2, but the father
There were fourteen children
is still living.
in their family, of

whom

ten are yet living.

Our

subject has three brothers in America:
"William, who lives upon his brother John's
farm, eight and a half miles from Minneapo-

Thomas, who is living on John's, near
Glasgow George, who also lives near Glaswhile a sister, Mary Ann, is the
gowwife of Enos Campbell, a farmer of Montana: and Eliza and Bell, two sisters, live

lis;

;

;

in California.

The educational advantages which John
received were somewhat limited,

Stratton

years old she was brought by her parents
to America, the family locating in Chicago,
where they lived for ten years, the father
following various pursuits for a livelihood.
In 1852 he purchased five hundred and sixty
acres of land in Lake county, Illinois, which
he improved, residing thereon fur many
years. In 1870 Mr. Stratton came to Kansas
with her brother, locating in Solomon City
and three days later she was married to Samuel McBride, who had preceded her to this
state by three years.
He had taken up a
homestead, built a cabin with a dirt floor
and a dirt roof and was thus prepared for
the reception of his bride.
Mrs. Stratton's
mother died in Libertyville, Illinois, at the
home of her daughter. Mrs. Davis, in 1867,
while Mr. Murphy died in Kansas. In 1879
he visited this state and while at Mrs. Stratton's home was injured in a cyclone which!
occasioned his death three days later, passing
away in the home of Dick Rees. Mr. McBride had just completed a residence of
seven rooms.
He saw the storm approaching and stepped into the cellar way to close
the door, when he saw the house lift about
The next mosix feet and then fall back.

ment, however, he was caught up by the
fury of the storm. Mr. McBride escaped injury but the three occupants of the house

herding

Mr. Murphy was
severely hurt.
Frank Zuk. the hired man, was badly
and Mrs. McBride, now Mrs. StratFor
ton. was carried about fifteen rods.
two weeks she lay unconscious, and for several months was in a critical condition. Even

excess of the amount agreed upon. In 1884
his uncle visited Scotland and our subject

many

for at a very early age he started out to
make his own way in the world, and when

were

he worked on a farm for six

hurt,

a lad of ten

He was to receive five dollars for
the service, but he worked so faithfully at
cattle that his employer, George
Jamison, paid him two dollars and a half in

months.

returned to America with him, the uncle paying the passage and the nephew afterward
working upon the farm in order to repay the
loan.
Subsequently he was employed by
Samuel McBride as a farm hand for two
years, and at his death in 1886 he rented
and operated the farm for two years.
In 1888 Mr. Stratton was united in marriage to Mrs. Mary Jane (Murphy) McBride, the widow of Samuel McBride. The
lady is of Scotch-Irish parentage and was
born in Ireland about 1840. When two

killed,

she feels the effects of her injuries. Her
was torn and bruised and she carries
scars as a remembrance of that awful
storm.
At the time of the cyclone her fa-

now

face

ther,

Mr.

Murphy, had
some in

dollars with him.
in the

pockets of his

scattered in

all

thousand
and some
was
search was

several

a satchel

clothing.

directions, but a

This

and all secured except about five
hundred dollars. Some of the fragments of
the house were gathered together, some new
lumber was added and a temporary house
instituted

was thus erected. In 1883 they built a
handsome residence, which now adorns the
place.
At her father's death, with her share
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of the estate,

Mrs. Stratton mack- invesl

single men. naniclx
George Stratton
and Dick and Frank Rees.
Tins place of
refuge and defense, known as Fori Solomon.
was near the presenl town of Lindsay. TinSmith family took up a claim near by and
eral

and land, and at Mr. McBride's death owned seven hundred acre-.
Mr. Stratton has added to the original seven
hundred until he has one thousand acres adHe has five
joining, all rich bottom land.
hundred and sixt} acre-, of pasture land.
the Connor & Gabel pasture, making a total of eighteen hundred and eighty
acre-.
lie cultivates wheat and corn and
liis farms are in a high state of cultivation
and improvement.
Upon his home place
ments

cattle

in

a

tine

dugout.
Joseph \Y. Smith attended the subscrip-

tion schools,

work in first
is known as

class condition.

the

Conner &

He

till

the educational

assisted in farm work through the summer
and pursued hi- studies in the winter
month-. In Kansas he herded cattle and led
a sort of cowbov life,
lie was here during
the Indian trouble of iNoNcj when the -et
tier- went armed, carrying six-sl
ters, ml
doing their plowing with their guns by their

residence, barns, sheds for cattle.

what

which was

privileges he enjoyed save that he attended
school for a few terms in Illinois, where he

an ice house, blacksmith shop and every
convenience and accessory for keeping up
the

:

built a

-

is
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has

I

(label pas-

feeds cattle on an
1900 he purchased a

ture and he raises and

side.

In
extensive scale.
residence property in Minneapolis, which hebeautifying and improving, and will make

In [870 his father established a sti iv and
for two years he acted a- a salesman in the
establishment. Hi- father then -ild OUi and
our subject entered the employ of J. R.

is
it

his hi

me

in the future.

Penniman. a merchant, with whom he remained until 1870. when Mr. Penniman disposed of the store to H. S. Barnes, who retained Mr. Smith in his service until 1878.

Mr. Stratton is a member of
illy
Rescue Lodge, No. -'-'4. K. of P., of MinneMrs. Stratton is a member of the
apolis.
Presbyterian church and they make liberal
donation- to all Christian and charitable

In that year his former employer, Mr. Penniman. established a private bank and our
subject acted as his cashier until 1880.

institutions.

Such
has
with

in brief is the history of

in the battle of life

victory,

coming

poverty,

one who

when

in connection with V. D. Rees, now
deceased. F. C. Rees and M. A. Arnott, he
founded a private bank, known a- the J.
W. Smith Bank, our subject having full
The enterprise was
control of the business.
begun on a small scale in about ten feet of

achieved a brilliant

conqueror
obstacles and
off

in the strife

discourage-

ment- until now he is in the land of plenty
and fortune is encamped round about him.

space

JOSEPH W. SMITH.
Mr. Smith, our subject, is a native of
southern Illinois, born in 1854. and with his
father'- family he came to Kansas in 1865.
They arrived at Fort Solomon on Christina- day.
The settlers in order to protect
themselves from the Indians built a fort of
cabins, wagons,
forming, a hollow
etc..
square with a large court in the center. In
the
ny were the families of Markleys,
Boblett. Stall. Jones. Sheltenbrand. Dalrymple. Wright. Carr, three families by the
name f Booss, the widow Bruce, a brother
and sister of the name of Ingersol and sev-

in the rear of the

room known

as the

In 1882 the firm erected
a substantial building of brick, two stories

Shepard building.

in height, and in 1893 the business was reorganized under the name of the Citizens
National Bank, with V. D. Ree< a- presiMr. Smith has served in the capacdent.
ity of cashier and has had the entire management of the bank for twenty-two consecIn connection with 1-'. L. Flint
utive years.
he own- and operates the Minneapolis Tele-

phone
!

Exchange.

They began business
now have one
They alsi

with eighty-nine phones and

hundred and fiftv-five.
structed and own the toll
to Glasgow.
t.
-it

line

from Benning-
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Socially

Mr. Smith

being a valued

member

organizations.

He

is

is quite prominent,
of various fraternal

a thirty-second degree

Mason, belonging to Minneapolis Lodge,
No. 143. F. & A. M. Apollo Chapter, No.
51, R. A. M.; Hiram Council, No. 10, R.
& S. M.; Askalan Commandery, K. T., of
:

Salina; while in Wichita Consistory he has
thirty-second degree of the
Scottish Rite. He also belongs to the Min-

attained the

Lodge of Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and the Ancient Order of United
is identified with the Sons and

neapolis

Workmen and

Daughters of Justice.
In 1873 Mr. Smith married Miss Olive

M. Dunn, who was born
a

daughter of Lewis

J.

in

Iowa

and Sarah

in

J.

1856,

(Mont-

gomery) Dunn. Her father was a native of
Pennsylvania and was employed as a finisher
Emigrating to Iowa he
in wooden mills.
there engaged

in teaching school,

1869 he came

to

Saline

and

in

county, Kansas,

same profession. He
town site of Minneapolis and in many ways furthered the development, upbuilding and improvement of
where

also followed the
aided in surveying the

the central portion of the Sunflower state.
His wife was a native of Illinois. Three

whom

is

the subject of this sketch,

who

has

become prominent in Harvey county as a
and hardware merchant, and
whose public spirit has made him a factor
in the advancement and prosperity of his
city and county.
Samuel Winthirop Shattuck was born
capitalist

in

Boston,

Massachusetts,

November

30,

Samuel Shattuck, his father, was
born at Springfield, Vermont, August 17,
1 8 10,
and at one time during the war of
1812-14 was at Fort Warren, where his father did duty as a soldier. The latter, Daniel Shattuck, grandfather of Samuel Winthrop Shattuck, married Louisa D. Organ,
and Samuel was the first lxjrn of their five
children, all of whom married and reared
families. Louisa D. (Organ) Shattuck died
1838.

in
1843. when
she was about fifty years old, and is buried
near that city.
in Forest Hill cemetery,
Daniel Shattuck died about 1855 at an adEach of their five children
vanced age.
lived to a venerable age, the youngest dying
at seventy-five years, the father of the subject of this sketch at Orange, Massachusetts,

at Boston, Massachusetts',

The

aged eighty-seven years.
Samuel Shattuck married Susan Rumwho was born in Boston, in 1818, a
daughter of the Rev. Joseph Rumrill, and
his wife Susan nee Preble, the latter a cou-

sition as

sin of

Mr. and Mrs.
Faye and Marie.

children have been born unto

Smith, namely
Joseph E.,
eldest, born in 1875, now occupies a pobookkeeper in the Union National
Bank, of Kansas City. He is a graduate of
the high school of Minneapolis, and in 1887
he was graduated with honors on the completion of a regular course in the Lawrence
State University. Faye, born in 1882, was
graduated in the Minneapolis high school
in 1900.
The youngest child, Marie, was
:

Mrs.
Christmas day of 1892.
Smith's father spends some time in their
His wife died in Kansas City, Kansas, in 1 89 1, and since that time he has divided his time between his children.

born on

home.

SAMUEL WINTHROP SHATTUCK.
Sedgwick, Kansas, has reason to be
proud of her substantial, progressive, business men, one of the most conspicuous of

in 1897,

rill,

Commodore

Preble,

who

is

celebrated

Their
our country.
1835, and they had six

in the naval history of

marriage occurred
children, of

in

whom Samuel Winthrop

Shat-

tuck was the eldest son and the second inorder of birth, and all of whom grew to
manhood and womanhood and married, except Mary Alice, who died when she was
three years old. George, the third child and
second son, died in Boston, Massachusetts,
of consumption, at the age of thirty-one
years, leaving three stalwart sons, who are

now in Oregon and Washington. F. W.
and Benjamin Shattuck live in West NewThe latter, born in 1850, lias
ton, Kansas.
a family and is living in retirement, afterprospered
as a real estate dealer.
having
Victoria, born in February. 1836, married
William Brewer, and bore him a son, who
died.
Ida married T. R. Hazard, of Castle-
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Vermont, and her daughter

ton,

ge

is the wife
Anderson, banker, of Sedgw ick,

Kansas.

Mi

Shattuck attended the public schools
of Boston, Massachusetts, until he was four
irs old, meantime finding emploj
niont as office boy and printer's devil in the
offices of the Republican and The Eman
cipator, and as a clerk in a store.
The two
.

from his
seventeenth year, he gave

years of his

life,

fifteenth

to

Ins

to work on a
became a clerk in the
II.
Noble, a furJohn
niture dealer, who as a sailor had voyaged
to all the principal ports of the world, and
who died in 1S70. He remained with Mr.
Noble until [862, when he became a member
of the firm of Shattuck & Son. grocers and
general merchants, in which his father was
his partner; and he continued in this relation until [869, when he went with his wife
and one son to Eldorado, Kansas, making
the journey from Champaign county, Illinois, by team and consuming twelve weeks
from the day in June to another in August.
He brought with him little capital and began life in the Sunflower state as a squatter

farm.

In

employ of

1S55

lie

his uncle,

on a convenient piece of land. In [876 he
moved to Sedgwick, Harvey county, with
his family and his wife's sister and her husband. Captain Hurd, arriving February 22.
He at once opened a hardware store and
an agencj for vehicles and farming implements, and entered upon a prosperous career, which has continued until the present
time.
1.
1865, Mr. Shattuck marBoston, Massachusetts, Miss Sarah

February
ried, at

responsible p siti< m in a bank at Kiowa.
Mr. and Mrs Shattuck have had four chilTheir son. S. \\ Shattuck, Jr., born
in Ma)
1S00. w as educated al the Kansas
Stale University, read law under the direetii
Judges >ale and \\ all, and is a prosperous and promising Lawyer who ha- won
a

dren.

George, who was horn in Leicestershire.
England, in 184.-1, and came to America at
the aye of twelve years, with her parents,
Ephraim and Anna (Webb) George. Her
father, who was a locomotive engineer, lived
for many years in
Boston, and died in
Keene. Xew Hampshire, when he was about
seventy years old.
He was born in 1818.
His widow died in Sedgwick, Kansas, aged
sixt\--i\ years. Their four children are living hi Kansas, and all of them are married
becept William Robert George, who holds

.

.

11

1

'i

1

many importanl
married
a

cases in civil court: he

was

Emeline A. Shattuck is
[901.
of her parents' household. Annie

in

member

her second year

at Fairmounl ColKansas, and she and her sismentioned
jus*l
are accomplished musicians.
Louisa D. was born in [883.
Mr.
Shattuck became a member of the Independ-

E.

is

in

lege, Wichita,
ter

ent

Order of Odd Fellows in [859, about:
ago, and ha- passed all

forty-three years

the chairs in Massachusetts

Lwlr;e,

\'o.

1,

A Regubernatorial vote for General X. P. Hanks, of
Massachusetts, and his first presidential vote
for Abraham Lincoln.
While he has never
been a seeker of public office he has been
elected to many important local offices, including those of city and township treasurer,
police judge and member of the school
board.
He erected his store building in
and Massasoit Encampment, No.
publican

in

politics,

he cas1 hi-

1.

first

1876 and had a home in its second story
he erected his presercl residence, just

until

north of the structure just mentioned
[e
own- considerable other town property, inon
cluding four other stores',
the same street,
and at different times he has owned fiftytwo farms in the country round about Sedgwick, and owns at this time a halt"-,
II
car
land in Hodgman county. Kansas
ids, such
ries a large and varied stock -1 g
as are kept in similar store- in large cities,
and is justly regarded a- .me of the most
progressive and prosperous business men
I

in his part of the state.

JOSEPH

E.

JOHNSTON.

In the field of commerce there
limitless oppi rtunity for the man
ess

and who

i-

willing

t.

1-

almost

who

de-

work

for
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The portals of prosperity are flung wide
the man who has toiled long and diligently and has guided his efforts by sound
business judgment, and all these are qualities which are found not alone in the few

a position as salesman with the firm of

It has been
but may be cultivated by all.
through such means that Joseph E. Johnston ha« become one of the leading mer-

plete

the state of Kansas, acting in that capacity
two years, when in 1893 he accepted

it.

for

to

Concord streets, where he carries a comand carefully selected stock of dry
goods, clothing and furnishing goods, doing a business of from thirty to forty thousand dollars annually. His stock is valued
at from fifteen to twenty thousand dollars
and he employs four clerks.
His trade is
large and is constantly growing and he en-

chants of Minneapolis.

He was

born on a farm near Ottawa,
and is a son of Mathew and
(Agnew) Johnston, both of whom

Canada,
Jane

in 1861,

were natives of Ireland and came

to

the

with their respective parents, the
families locating in Canada, where they beand were married in the
acquainted
came
Nine children were born unto
year 1844.

new

\v<

I

joys an unassailable reputation in business
circles by reason of his straightforward

rid

whom four are now living. Samuel
accidentally shot and killed in 1880,
while Matthew, together with his wife, to
whom he had been married but a few months,
were drowned near Minneapolis while attempting to cross a swollen stream in 1887.
Judge Johnston, chief justice of the state of
Kansas, is a brother of our subject and one
brother and sister are still residents of Canada.
The mother died in the British province in 18S0, while the father passed away

I

methods.
In 1886 Mr. Johnston was united in
marriage to Miss Mary Gage, a daughter of
A. R. and Juliette Reed) Gage, natives of
Ohio, and a granddaughter of James Gage,
who was a noted attorney of Ohio and died
in 1863, while his wife, Frances Dana Gage.

them, of

was

(

!

,

in

1894.
In the country schools of Canada Joseph
E. Johnsti n nursued his education and during his youth remained with his father on

when he went to
remaining for a year. In
he
to Minneapolis
came
the spring of 1883
and accepted a clerkship in the store of Mr.
Attridge, a grocer, with whom he remained
for one year, after which he engaged in
clerking for D. D. Snyder for two years.
On the expiration of that period he formed a
partnership with his brother, Matthew, and
McCrum, under the firm name of J.
I. C.
E. Johnston & Company, and purchased the
grocery st< re >f Mr. Attridge, conducting
the business for a year and a half, when
they sold ut and our subject formed a partnership with J. H. Gentry in the feed business, which enterprise was carried on for
In 1891 he received an
a similar period.
appointment from the live stock sanitary
cOmhiissii n board as live stock inspector for

the'

home farm

Rockford,

until 1882,

Illinois,

1

1

Gage

Brothers.
In 1895 he established his present business on the corner of Second and

!

was a well known and talented writer of
prose and poetry and a celebrated temperance worker.
She was the instigator and
leader of many important movements of reform in Illinois and accomplished great
good.
Mrs. Johnston's ancestors can be
traced back to a branch of the Bancroft
Her maternal
family of colonial fame.
grandfather, John Reed, was one of the first
white children born in Ohio, and he married Johanna Sanoft, who traced her lineage
back to George II. Mrs. Johnston's uncle,
Toseph Barker Gage, was one of the victims killed by the fall of Ford's theater, in
Washington. D. C,

in 1893.

ancestors, the Gages,
of the best

were

Xew England

Her

allied

families.

paternal

with some

Her ma-

ternal ancestors belonged to the aristocracy,

and when her grandmother, four generations
removed, was married. Charles county.
Maryland, was ceded to her by the king of
Two interesting children grace
England.
the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Johnston.
Ambrose and Bessie, born in 1887 and 1890,
respectively.

In his political views our subject
Republican, and while he keeps well

formed on the

issues of the

fests his political

is

a
in-

day and mani-

preference at the polls, he
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er been an aspirant for office.
te
belongs to Minneapolis Lodge, A. 0. I'. \\
and is regarded as a valuable citizen, supporting all measures which tend i" progress
and upbuilding in the objective and subjec
tive phases of life.
lie ha- a comfortable
home and interesting family and his property is an indication of his useful and active

Michigan, where he died.
Hi- wife was
In 1N57 -he came to
i'ae United States with nine of her twelve
children and located in Lake county, Illinois.
Her -on l-rael had come to this country the
previous year and was engaged in ditching.
Mrs. Markley remained in Illinois until 1865

business career.

for her

to

I

of Scottish ile-cent.

when -he came

to Kansas to take up land
family of hoy-.
Here -he met the
usual experience- of life on the frontier, but

was

ISRAEL MARKLEY.

dren.
It

and amid pioneer scenes
and experiences Israel Markley took up his
abode in Ottawa county and his name is
inseparably interwoven with the annals of
central Kansas from that early epoch.
He
inaugurated many of the movements which
have led to the business development and
substantial improvement of the community
he endured the hardships and trials of fronIn pioneer days

he worked for the interests of the
county along manv lines and now has every
reason to be proud of what has been accomAfter
plished in this portion of the state.
many years of continuous and well directed
labor, he is now practically living retired in
Minneapolis, where he has a beautiful home
a fitting place to spend the evening of life,
surrounded bv the comforts that his toil in
early life provided.
Mr. Marklev was born on the isle of
Eiley, Cambridgeshire, England, May 5.
Wat1834, a son of Thomas and Betsey
Markley.
His father's people were
son
a long-lived race. His paternal grandfather
died in England and was followed to the
grave by ninety of his descendants children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Thomas Markley was one of a large
family at the time when one of his brothers
drank from a pool of impure water which
brought on an attack of cholera that spread
throughout the family, carrying away all
but four, Thomas being among the survivHe came to America in the
ing members.
early '50s and located in Niagara county,
New York, where he followed various pursuits for a livelihood and finally emigrated
|

)

—

sacredl\

is

cherished by her chil-

She died in Minneapolis in [878.
wa- in the year S 5 7 that Israel Mark1

came

Kansas, locating in Franklin
county, wdtere he purchased a tract of Indian
or trustee land, which he held unimproved
for seven years.
In 1S5S. in company with
his brother-in-law, Jacob Link, he took up
some land in Saline county, built a cabin
and bought some cattle.
In [864 he -old
his improvements and took up one hundred
ley

tier life;

—

and determined woman, whose

a brave

memory

j

to

and sixty acres of land in the Solomon river
valley, which property he still own-.
After
the purchase had been consummated he returned to Saline county for his cattle and
as he traveled across the country he slept
with his clothes on. fearing an attack from
the red men and the equally dreaded jayhawkers.
In i860 Mr. Markley was united in marriage to Miss Mary Link, a daughter of
Robb) Link, both
Christian and Catherine
1

whom

were natives of Germany, whence
they emigrated to America in 1837, locating in Morgan county. Indian;!, where they
of

They traveled
1857.
company with another family and reached
spring »f 1S57. The fathe
Leavenworth in

lived until
in

.

and was buried
After a short time
family
went to
spent in Leavenworth the
Saline county, where they took up a claim.
Mrs. Link's only son went into the United
States service, but held his claim, the
mother improving it by her own exertions
and the aid which her daughters were able
She was the first white woman
to give her.
to locate in Saline county and there she remained upon the farm until 1878. when she
retired from active life, taking up her abode
ther,

at

however, died en

Springfield. Illinois.

r<

atte
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where she died in 1S94. She
remarkable woman, whose life was
with many vicissitudes, but under all
circumstances she displayed great fortitude.
in Minneapolis,

was

a

coupling which they were hoisting slipped
off the shaft and falling a distance of twenstruck Mr.

Markley on the head

filled

ty

endurance and sterling womanly qualities
which everywhere command respect and ad-

and sliding on down broke his knee. He
recovered, but has never been as well since.
Unto our subject and his wife have been
born seven children, and the family circle

miration.

and Mrs. Markley were married

Air.

in'

i860. They wen: to Lawrence in a wagon
drawn by oxen in quest of a justice of the
peace, there being no one nearer with au-

perform the ceremony. They then
>ttawa county and lived in a c >\ ered
until the cabin was built, and sometimes they found their temporary quarters
The buffaloes would
uncomfortably cold.

feet,

yet remains

unbroken by the hand of death.
Catherine, the eldest, is the widow of Albert
G. Smith, a resident of Kansas City. Missouri.'
Benjamin F. operates his father's
his home in Minneapolis.
widow of Harry J. Sellers,
who was superintendent of the Solomon

and makes

th< irity to

mills

came b
wagon

Elizabeth

>

(

come up and

sniff

at

their canvas house,

seemingly wondering whence these intruders
and reminding Mr. Markley that he was
no longer "monarch of all he surveyed."
However, he helped to drive them from the
present site of Minneapolis and reclaim the
wild

region

for

purposes

of

civilization.

Mr. Markley came to this valley on account
of the water power afforded by the Solomon
river, intending to carry on the milling business.
In June, 1865, he began to build a
dam.
There was no grain raised in the
locality at that time, but he had faith in
the future of the country and realized that
the broad level prairies would some day be
transformed into rich grain fields. He put
His primitive mill had
in a pair of burrs.
no roof save a covering of buffalo hides to
He
protect the stones from the weather.
also built a sawmill of primitive construction,

and

in

the other he ground corn and
flour of the finest quality.

is

the

Branch Railroad in 1884. which was the
year of his demise.
Mrs. Sellers lives in
Minneapolis, but owns one of the best farms
in the Saline valley, consisting of six hundred acres.
She deals extensively in cattle and in the fall of 1899 her cattle commanded the best price of any placed upon
the market in this locality.
James Y. is a
resident

farmer of Mount Vernon, Wash-

Mary

Harry McMilfrom this district.
and stockman living
near Bennington, Ottawa county.
George
W., who completes the family, carries on
farming and stock-raising upon his father's
ington.
len.

who

John H.

is

is

is

the wife of

state senator

a fanner

farm.

When Mr. and Mrs. Markley came to
Kansas the greater part of the state was
Several other families
barren prairie.
took up their abode in this part of the state
the same summer and these brave pioneer
people visited back and forth among their
neighbors and attended church services
a

made graham

which were held

His was the first mill in this part of the
country and people came for one hundred
and fifty miles or more with their grists.
The dam which he built is the oldest on the
Karn river, and with the exception of the
one at Leavenworth was the oldest in
From pioneer days Mr. Markley
the state.
has carried on the milling business, keeping
in touch with the improved methods and
with his modern machinery and equipments
he now has one of the best mills in the
Several years ago he was doing some
state.

ent settlers, the journeys being

repairing

down

in the

wheelhouse. when a

in the cabins of the differ-

made

in

ox-

carts.
While they do not care to have
again the same experiences, they recall
those days with pleasure, for a true spirit
of helpfulness pervaded the community and

Mrs. Markley
hospitalitv reigned supreme.
had in her possession an old paint mill, resembling a large coffee mill, which her father, who was a clockmaker. used in Germany for grinding paints used in decorating
In this mill she ground nearly
and wheat they used for bread
nearly three years and also ground the

his clocks.
all

for

the corn

IPHICAL
«Tain
in

neighb

for her

rs.

The

mill

is

1

11

-till

her possessii n as a relic of pioneer days.

1

lie

againsl

some

active participation in

terrible experiences

often

barelj

property.

with prairie fires,
escaping with their lives and

During

i

ne of these destructive

herd of about six hundred buffaloes
were driven into Smoky river, and in their
a

fires

efforts

escape the flames were nearly

ti

all

drowned.

The bodies were so piled up that
rmed a dam across the stream. It
time of high water and in their excitement they plunged headlong into the
they

fi

was

a

For a
river and pulled each other under.
time a person could have stepped from one
animal to another and thus crossed the
stream.
But the pioneer days have
long -nice passed with their pleasures and
The county, however, owes a
hardships.
gratitude to the early settlers who
laid the foundation for the present prosperity and progress, and among this number is

Mr. Markley.
acre-

f

poration
platted

He now owns two hundred

valuable land adjoining the corlimits of Minneapolis and has
and sold portions of this land as

town property, gaining

a

good

profit there-

from,
lie also owns his mill and in 1888
he completed a large, handsome brick residence.
It is built in modern style, conveniently arranged, and is surrounded with
Here he
beautiful and well kept grounds.
and his wife are spending the evening of
life

a

in

quiet

and happy retirement, hon-

ored and esteemed bv

all

JOHX LEWIS

who know

them.

KING.

nd was of

1

.

Quaker parentage,

.Many pleasures came to the pioneers, yet
they had to meet many hardships and had

was the

first

1"
1

the

family to leave the faith of In- father- and

hi-

pp< sitii ti of

:

:

tin-

to

sect

war and much against

father'- wishes he entered the

v>

lunteer

service of his country during the Civil war.

serving
th<

three

for

month-

One Hundred and

a-

member

a

Forty eighth

of

Regi-

which peace
He was educated in Plymwas declared.
outh Academy and after his return from
the war he engaged in teaching school
r a
time in hi- native state and in West VirLater he ti ok up the study of law,
ginia.
men!

-1"

<

>hio Volunteers, after

fi

hut when
was discovered in southern
Ohio he turned his attenti< >n in that directi n.
While employed a- an engineer in a mine he
lost three finger- from his left hand and was
•

il

thus disabled for further effort- in that direction.
He then determined to emigrate to
the west and making his way to Iowa he
began preaching as a circuit rider of the
Methodist Episcopal church, aMiou|
twenty years of age at the time.
At the age of twenty-four Rev. King was
married after which he took a course in the
Iowa Wesleyan University, at Mount Pleasant, his wife supporting hi- effort- with her
needle.
In 1888 he was transferred front
Sweetland Center. Iowa, to a pastorate in
Lel> it. Kansas, where he remained for three
years, when he entered the pulpit of the
church in Norton. Kansas, where he lived for
fixe years.
He afterward spent one year at
Smith Center, this state, ami then became
pa-to,- of the Methodist Episcopal church in
Minneapolis, where he completed his fi urth
He has devoted his
year in March. 1901.
f the Christian minentire life to the work
istry and his influence ha- been of no restricted order i> r hi- lab< r ha- been crowned with
1

One of the talented young representatives of journalism whose present i; prosperous and wdiose future undoubtedly holds

a rich harvests of souls.

Rev. King was united in marriage to
Emily Ann Romans who was horn in h wa
1S50. of Kentucky parentage.
Her anf
cesl rs went to Kentucky in the days
her maDaniel Boone, who was

advancement and success in store fi r him
is John Lewis King, who is now acting as
reporter on the the Minneapolis Messenger
and resides in Minneapolis, Kansas. He is
a native of Iowa, born in Brighton, in 1878.
his parents being James Lewis and Emily

Nathaniel Green, of
ternal grandfather.
colonial fame, was her maternal-greatuncle.

Ann

The grandmother

(

Romans)

King.

"The

father

was

in

1

of

Lew King

is

-till

living
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on the old Ohio homestead at the extreme
age of one hundred and four years.
She
was born in 1796, at which time George
Washington was serving his second term as
president of the United States, and she has
therefore lived under the administrations of
all

down

the chief executives of the nation

to

and including that of President McKinley,
of her own state. She was thirteen years of
age when Lincoln was born; eighteen when
the battle of Xew Orleans was fought nineteen when Xapolean met his defeat at Waterloo and twenty-five years of age when he died
in 1 82 1, and was sixty-nine years of age
when the war between the north and the
south was fought. When she was a small girl
English grammar formed a part of the course
of study in Harvard College instead of one of
;

the branches taught in the common schools.
She was a young lady when the first steamboat ascended the Hudson river, an old lady
'when telegraphy was invented. It cost thirty
cents to send a letter announcing to friends
The
in Xew York her birth in Baltimore.

United States then embraced but little more
than the original thirteen colonies Florida
and Louisiana belonged to a foreign power
Illinois was the home of savages and the
great west but a myth. In the whole world
there was not a daily paper and very few
weekly papers. She would have been incredulous had any one prophesied to her the telephone, telegraph and X-ray machine or that
a horseless carriage would spin through the
streets of her native town that men and women would be allowed to attend the same college- ,r that woman would have any voice in
1

;

;

1

the

management

of state affairs, but

all

this

and much more that is wonderful has been
accomplished during her life time, working
a revolution in affairs and in history.
To Rev. and .Mrs. King have been born

was elected clerk of the courts for Ottawa
county, in which position he is now serving.
Florence Almeda, born in 1877, is now pursuing her last year's study in the normal
course of the Kansas \\ esleyan University.
She has already taught several terms in Ottawa and Norton counties and is now further
preparing herself for the work of an eduJohn Lewis is the next of the family.
Edith Emma, born in 1881, was married in
1900 to Charles D. Rees, a farmer residing
near Delphos, Kansas, and they have one
child, Decatur King, born October 30, 1900.
Ernest Stafford died in infancy.
Chase
Harlan was born in Beloit, Kansas, in 1891,

cator.

and Mary Deborah in 1895.
John Lewis King, like his brother, was
pursuing a course of study in the Salina
Wesleyan College, thus fitting himself for
the law when he enlisted for service in the
Philippines with the Twentieth Regiment of
He had spent two
Kansas Volunteers.
years in college and one year previously in
He enthe State University at Lawrence.
listed in Company M, Twentieth Kansas
Infantry. May 10, 1898 and served until the
regiment was discharged Xovember 3. 1899.
He joined the army as a private and witli his
command was sent to Topeka and there mustered into the United States service, where
he was made a sergeant. Three weeks later
he was sent to San Francisco, where the command remained for five months. He was
detached from his company and regiment
and assigned to duty as clerk to the cpiartermaster general on the staff of General
Charles King, the famous soldier and novelist, and on the 12th of November, 1898, he

was

transferred as clerk to the office of the

James William, the eldest, born in 1871, in
Marion county, Iowa, had entered upon preparation for the ministry at Wesleyan College when the war with Spain was inaugurated.
He volunteered, becoming a member
of the Twenty-eighth Kansas Regiment, and
went to the Philippines in 1899. With his

quartermaster general of the division, and on
the same day sailed .for Manila on board the
Xewport.
They reached Honolulu after
eight days, remained there four days, and on
the expiration of twenty-four days landed at
Manila, where he was returned to his company and regiment for duty. He was then
with his command in every engagement,
among them the battles of Caloocan. Marilao river, Babbag, the crossing of the Rio
Grande, the storming of San Fernando,

command

Ouiquinto

seven

children,

six

of

whom

are living.

he afterward returned and in 1900

and

other

skirmishes.

When

HISTORY.
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the regiment entered Malabos, he unattend\\ ent inti
the deserted hi use >f A.guinaJd<
Spanish edition of Scott's
and appropriated
Talisman.
Mr. King still has this in his
possession and values it highly as a souvenir.
One of the leaves was turned down,
marking the place where the warrior had
his
ended
reading.
He also confiscated tw<

ed

1

1

.1

empty whisky flasks, the labels indicating
the good quality of which the rebel leader
drank.
The house was luxuriously
and
magnificently furnished.

When mustered out of the United States
service after the return of his regiment ti the
Unied States, .Mr. King again came to Minneapolis and accepted a position as reporter
on the Minneapolis Messenger.

HENRY CLAY MASON.
It

was a

Mason

to

spirit of adventure that led Mr.
Kansas, but for thirty-five years

made

he has

his

home

in

this

state,

and

throughout the decades he has borne an important part in the work of improvement,
development and progress.
He feels just
pride in the accomplishments of the commonwealth and certainly deserves credit for
what he has done in behalf of the state.
When he located in Ottawa county it was
upon the very border of western civilization.
but with strong hearts and true the worthy
pioneers began the work of cultivating the
wild land and establishing the business enterprise which lead to commercial prosperity
the church and schools which lead to
;

moral and intellectual development, and in
all these Ottawa now takes rank with the
best counties of the Sunflower state.
Mr. Mason was born on the island of
(Tuba, in 1844, and is a son of William and
Lydia
Hurd) Mason, the former a native
^:>i
Thomaston, Maine, the latter of Massachusetts, horn near Boston.
About the year
1N40 William Mason and his wife left their
home in Dedham. Massachusetts, and went
to the island of Cuba, he being sent there
by a corporation formed in the interests of
sugar manufacturing. lie was made manaan extensive sugar plantation, and
ger
1

1

E

103

remained on the island
of the

natives of

until the insurrection

Cuba

in

returned with his family to

[848,

when he

Ma

he retained his interests on the
island and spent each winter there unl
death, which occurred in [868.
He became
connected with a mercantile and commission
business and carried on important commerI

[<

cial

vvever,

transactions.

Henr) Claj Mason was educated in the
graded schools of Newport and later engaged in clerkin"- in his father'- store. In
the spring of [865, however, he left Newport in company with another young man.
age
both being about twenty years
was more in a spirit of adventure than
It
anything else that led them to visit the far
famed west, of which they had heard
much. They had not intended to locate in
Kansas, in fact bad no settled plans as to
Each had about three hundred
the future.
dollars in cash and little realized the value
After about a month's travel,
of money.
in which they visited several "i the large
cities en route, they found themselves one
1'

,

bright May morning in the then frontier city
of Leavenworth, Kansas, without money

and without friends in this immediate viThey had started out on a pleasure
trip, not realizing that there was a limit to
At Leavenworth, however,
their finances.
they realized that their romance v
and they undertook the task of securing employment that would yield them a living.
There were no vacancies which they could
fill
in any of the commercial pursuits and
thev finally found employment with a surmpany under government
hound for northwestern Kansas. The party

cinity.

consisted of thirty men in the survi
ice and and an escort of three hundred
United States cavalrymen, as they were
destined for the region inhabited by hostile

The work was m
men from the city, yet

Indians.

it was not unand as they were two hundred
miles from civilization, they wise!
eluded that they had better continue on until
the work was completed. In November they
returned to Leavenworth, where

voting

pleasant,

tl

paid for their services.
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While "ii the survey they had formed the
acquaintance of F. C. Rees. who was a member of the corps and had also been engaged
in hunting and trapping for two years previously in connection with his brother, D.
S. Rees.
These gentlemen had become
greatly attached to Kansas and induced Mr.
Mason and his friend to return with them
The
to Ottawa county and locate land.
county at that time was on the extreme
western edge of settlement and was a wild,
unclaimed region. All of the gentlemen entered land and through the succeeding five
He
vears Mr. Mason engaged in farming.
Indians occasionally, hunted
also fought

—

—

buffaloes and went through the usual experiences of establishing a home on the frontier, where the usual comforts of the older
In 1872 he sold his land,
east were lacking.

which gave him

capital to invest in cattle,

had come to be a leading
industry, and from that time until the present he has made cattle raising a business and
has found it a very profitable source of income, meeting with desirable and creditable
In 1880 he
success in the cattle business.
for cattle raising

sold out his ranch interests in the western
and located in Minneappart
f the county
1

from which place he has controlled his
business transactions, which have been exHis energy and
tensive and important.
close application have resulted in bringing
olis,

—

throughout the years of his manhood all
spent in Kansas
he has ever unfalteringly
supported Republican principles.
He has
not sought reward for his party fealty by
asking for office, but has been content to
discharge his duties to his government, his
state and his community as a private citizen.
He is public-spirited and progressive and
withholds his support from no movement or
measure calculated to prove of public good,
so that he is recognized as one of the valued
residents of Ottawa county
a man whom
to know is to respect and honor.

PERRY
No

M.

history of

HOISIXGTON.

Harvey county would be

complete without extended mention of Perry
M. Hoisington, who has been so closely associated with business and political interests

number of years that
become an integral part

locality for a

in this

his life record has

of the annals of central Kansas. He is also
widely known throughout the state in connection with bis Masonic work, and in every
relation of life in which he has been placed
he has been found faithful to the obligations

apolis.

resting upon him, true to his duties and
He enjoys in
honorable in his dealings.
unusual degree the confidence and esteem
of his fellowmen) throughout the state, and
it'
is with
pleasure we present bis record
to our readers.
He is now secretary and
manager of the Railroad Savings and Loan
Company, of Newton, a business organization which is proving of the utmost value
to the city, enabling many to secure homes
who could otherwise not do so, and thus

Mr. Mason has been twice married. He
wedded Miss Mary A. Feasneau, who
1N80, and in 1881 he was united
in marriage to Miss Frances Ellison, a native of Ohio.
Their residence is celebrated
for its gracious hospitality, which is greatly

contributing to the improvement of the city.
Mr. Hoisington is a native of Michigan,
having occurred on a farm in St.
Joseph county, on the 13th of October, 1857.'
His father, Frederick A. Hoisington, who is
now living at Three Rivers, Michigan, was

enjoyed by their many friends. In his political views Mr. Mason has always been a
Republican.
He says that his father gave
him a right start by naming him in honor of
the great statesman, Henry Clay, and

born

to

him

handsome competence and his work
for him that sure reward of
indefatigable labor, when guided by

a

has gained
honest,

sound judgment.

All of his energies have

been concentrated here, where he has made
a beautiful home, his residence being one
of the finest and most

handsome

in

Minne-

first

died in

his birth

in

Woodstock, Vermont, March

1830. and is of English descent.
was planted on American soil

ily

epoch

an early

and when the opEngland became un-

in colonial history,

pressive measures of

10,

The famat

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
51

ence, representatives of the

army and fought

patriot

iugh.1

independ-

name

joined the

for liberty,

which

resulted in the establishment of the repub
M'ijuh Hoisington, the grandfather
lie.
of our subject, was born in Woodstock, Vermont, and was a mechanic and fanner. He

became
at

an

a brick

Michigan

maker and brick mason, and

stage

early

lie t<".k

the development of
up his abode in St. Joseph
in

county, that state, the year of his arrival being

1836.

lie

also of VV

came

married Mass Nanc) Nason,

Vermont, and they

[stock,

the parents

1

E

ten

children,

all

he-

of

whom reached adult age and had families
of their own. Most of them are now living
When the country
in southern Michigan.
became involved in the war of the Rebellion,
dfather of our subject offered his

becoming drum
maj.r of the Thirteenth Michigan Infantry.
He was a fine musician, and proved most
He
loyal to the cause which he espoused.
served throughout the war and four of his
sons and three of his sons-in-law also wore
the blue uniform in defense of the stars and
Abijah Hoisington died in Flowstripes.
service- to the government,

erfield,

when
widow

[875,
his

St.

Joseph county. Michigan, about
seventy-three years of age. and
passed away two years later.

Their remains were interred in the cemetery
at Three Rivers, Michigan.
Frederick A. Hoisington spent the first

Green Mountain
state, and then accompanied his parents on
their removal to Michigan, where he was
Rachel Elizabeth
married.
reared
and
She was born
French becoming his wife.
in Cattaraugus county. New York, in 1833.
a daughter of Osias 6. and Rachel (Bates)
French, who were also early settlers of St.
Joseph county, Michigan. They were farming people in moderate circumstances, and
six years of his life in the

reared their family of eight children, four
sons and four daughters, upon their Michigan farm. All reached mature years, were
married and reared families of their own.

The mother

of Mrs. Hoisington died in
Michigan when about fifty-five years of age.
and the father survived her for fifteen years.
Hying on the old home place, which was then

1105

well improved farm, but which
ered with a dense growth of timber when
he established his home thereon,
lie passed
a

away
ti

1

the age of seventy-five and

at

resl

1"

1

i-

still

The parents

ily.

was

laid

cemcHis original

his wife in the

1

of Constantine, Michigan.

ter)

in

possession

1

if

the fain

of our subject were mar-

Joseph county. Michigan, about
[853, ami -o,m afterward settled upon the
farm which ha- since been their place of
abode.
Seven children were born to them:
Edna Velona, who died in childhood; Perry
ried in

St.

M., of this review;

Alma C,

the wife of

George H. Walker, of Newton; Myra Selema, who successfully engaged in teaching
for several years and died at the age of
twenty-six: Herbert D., who was also a
teacher and was killed in a railroad accident when twenty years of age: Jessie May,
a teacher in Burr Oak. Michigan: Grace,
who formerly engaged in teaching, but is
now at home with her parents. Both she
and her sister Jessie have considerable talent

and musicians.
Perry M. Hoisington was reared to farm

as artists

life

and

labor,

and after attending" the

dis-

school he enjoyed the privilege
tinning his education in the academy at
Three Rivers. Michigan. He taught his
first school when nineteen years of age. foltrict

lowing the profession for one year and threewinter terms, first in La Salle county, Illinois, and afterward in Mottville. Michigan.
When twenty-three years of age he left the
old home and became a commercial traveler,
spending three years upon the road in northIn the
western Illinois and Wisconsin.
spring of 1884 he came to Newton, where he
engaged in the coal and transfer business
as a member of the firm of Tabe Clarke &
Company, a partnership that was maintained
for three years, when Mr. Hoisington purchased his partner's interest and was alone
for a year.
He then formed the firm of
Dickinsheets & Company, which continued
business until [891, when Mr. Hoisington
was called to public office, being elected
county treasurer on the Republican ticket.
He served in that office for four year-, and
was a mi '-t capable nicer, receiving the high]•'.

1
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est commendation of all concerned.
To other positions of public trust he has been

He

has been president of the school
board and has served almost continuously

called.

as one of

Newton,

its

members

since his arrival in

his labors being

most

effective in

promoting- the welfare and improvement of
the schools. He has also served in the city
council, and no public trust reposed in him
has ever been betrayed in the slightest degree.
Military affairs has also awakened his
At Three Rivattention and co-operation.
ers, Michigan, when seventeen years of age,
he became a member of the Michigan state
troops, belonging to Company D, Second
In 1891, at Newton, he was
Regiment.
made first lieutenant of Company D, Second Regiment, of Kansas national guards,
and the following year was elected captain.
In 1895 he was chosen major of his regi-

ment, and in August of the same year, by
unanimous election, became colonel. By the
same flattering vote he was re-elected colonel
in 1899, and was appointed by the governor

member

of the military board of the state,
he still holds. His pronounced
Republican principles and admitted leader-

a

which

office

ship in a county always Republican in politics, prevented his appointment at the hands

of a partisan Populist governor as colonel
of one of the Kansas war regiments during
the recent Spanish-American conflict.
On the 17th of March, 1885, Mr. Hoi-

sington was united in marriage to Miss Kate
Gregorv. who was born in Livingston coun-

Michigan, a daughter of Edward B. and
Lucinda (Ward) Gregory. Her father was
engaged in business in Howell, Michigan,
and there died in the prime of life. In the
family were three children: John E., who
is a chemist and a very scholarly gentleman
Mrs. Hoisington and Fred. W., who is a

ty,

business

man

mother died
fifty-five

in

Fresno. California.

The

1896 when about
Mrs. Hoisington re-

in that state in

years of age.

was her
fathers assistant and bookkeeper in his insurance business and succeeded him in that
line.
The marriage of our subject ami his
wife has been blessed with five children:
Helen, who is now a student in the high

ceived an academic education and

school of

Newton; Gregory. Stanley M.,

and Elizabeth, who are alsu in school and
Margaret, who was born September 4. 190 1,
and is the pet of the household.
On his retirement from the office of
county treasurer in 1896 Mr. Hoisington
;

accepted

his

present position as secretary

and manager of the Railroad Savings and
Loan Company, of Newton. Under his capable management this has become a very
profitable enterprise, and is as well of the
greatest value to his townsmen. The statements of the company show that the stock
is now paying good dividends, and this result is largely attributable to the enterprise,

keen discernment and excellent business ability and executive power of Mr. Hoisington.
His is a well-rounded character, symmetrically developed, and while he carries forward to successful completion whatever he
undertakes, his efforts have been directed
along many lines that have been of public
benefit.
He and his wife and also their older
children are active members of the Presbyterian church. He is serving as chorister of
the church and of the Sunday school, is
treasurer of the church and chairman of its
He contributed libbuilding committee.
erally to the support of the church and does
While
all in his power to advance the cause.
a member of the city council in 1896 he rendered, with others, most valuable service in
securing the present fine water works, which
cost much persistent effort, but time has
justified the wisdom of the course, which
now receives the warm endorsement of his
fellow men.
He is the veteran member of
the school board and has been the moving
spirit in introducing musical instruction inHe stands to-day as one of
to the schools.

most distinguished representatives of
Masonic fraternity in Kansas. He was
a member of the craft in Magnolia
Lodge, of Newton, May 19, 1886, and was
regularly advanced to the sublime degree
of a Master Mason. The following year he
was the senior deacon of the lodge, has been
the
the

made

its master, has been assistant lecturer and
has been on many of the most important
committees of the grand lodge, at the -ame
time filling many of its offices. He belongs
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Arkansas Valley Chapter, No. 27, R. A.
M.. of Newton, and has been honored with

107

to

made him

the offices within the gift of his

His life has been one of consecutive
well directed endeavor, In- experiences

companions

tact.

was grand commander <>f the state. In the
Scottish Rite he has attained the thirty-second degree ami no member of the fraternity
in Kansas is better informed on all branches

ty,

both

the

of the craft or lives more in
11- beneficent teachings.

harmony with

1

dARXETT ELLIOTT.
The

recipient

of unqualified

confidence

no man in Kingman
county who is more worthy of representation
in this compilation than Mr. Elliott, ro
ami esteem, there

is

1

bar.
ne
n account of the success he
achieved, the high relative prestige be bar.
attained in business and social life, but also
ali

where he ha- maintained
thirteen

Mr.

taken in connection with the sterlng integrity and honor of his character, have naturally gained to him the respect and confidence f men.

1

on accunt of that sterling integrity of character and clearly defined purpose which have

citizen.

and
have

He is now engaged in the real-estate and
insurance business in the attractive little \illage of Cunningham, ami is known a- one
of the representative men of Kin-man enmipast

In 1897 Sir Hoisington was appointed
grand senior deacon of the grand lodge, and
m the following and each succeeding year
was advanced by very complimentary votes
to the offices of grand junior warden, grand
senior warden and deputy grand master successively, until in the present year, 1901, he
i- presiding over the craft as grand master
of the Masons of Kansas.
At this point it would be almost tautological to enter into any series of statements
as showing Mr. Hoisington to be. a man of
broad intelligence and genuine public spirit,
for these have been shadowed forth between
the lines of this review. Strong in his individuality he never lacks the courage of his
convictions, but there are as dominating elements in this individuality a lively human
sympathy and an abiding charity, which, as

a

been wide and varied, and in all the relations
of life he has been true to himself and has
commanded the confidence and good will of
all with whom he has been thrown in con-

subordinate and grand chapter.
In [890 he became a member of New
ton Commandery, X". <>. K. T.. ami his advancement in chivalric Masonrj has been
equally rapid and honorable.
In 1900-01 he
in

ami valued

so worth)

his

home

for the

years.

native of the province
of Ontario. Canada, where he was horn on
the 10th day of July. [848, the -on of h hoi
Elliott

and Mary

is

a

iarnett
Elliott, the former of
born in the same province of the
Canadian dominion, in [822, while the latter

J.

I

(

)

whom was
was

a native of

Westmoreland county. Engwhere she was horn in 1819. John J.
Elliott was reared and educated in Ontario,
where he was successfully engaged in agriland,

cultural pursuits until past middle

life,

when

he removed to the town of Mount Pleasant,
where the last twenty years of his life were
passed, his death occurring on the 15th of
February, 1901. He was one of the influential citizens of his community, being prominent in both public and religious affairs and
being a man of high intellectuality and un»f
bn ad
bending rectitude of character.
mental ken and mature judgment, he im1

pressed his forceful individuality upon the
community and was honored by all who
He was a prominent and
knew him.
member of the
zealous
exceptionally
Methodist Episcopal church, in which
he was for many years an official and incumbent of the position of class leader, while he
also maintained an abiding interest in the

Sunday-school, of which he wa- superintendent for a long term and in which he wa.-;
It was
and devoted teacher.
but natural that a man of such distinct individuality should have clearly defined views
in regard to matters of public policy, and he

also a popular

thus manifested a deep intere
being an ardent adherent of the re-

affairs,
f<

rm party and an

councils,

influential

factor in

its

though he was never an aspirant
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He was a son of William
who was K rn in County Cavan, Irewhence he emigrated to Canada in an
early day. locating in Ontario, where he inv
proved a fine farm and continued in agrifor public office.
Elliott,

land,

cultural pursuits during the residue of his
the old homestead being inherited in

life,

accordance with the old English law of entailment, by John J., the father of our subAnthony Garnett. the maternal grandject.
father of our subject, emigrated from England to Ontario, Canada, about the year
1840, and there he devoted the remainder of
his life to agricultural pursuits', passing away
at the patriarchal age of ninety-three years.
John J. and Mary Garnett) Elliott became
the parents of five children and also had one
adopted daughter to whom they accorded the
(

same love and

solicitude as

to their

own

the affection being warmly and
Of the children we enter
brief record as follows
Miss Elizabeth Elliott still retains her home in Mount Pleasant, Ontario, and has there the companionship of her adopted sister. Evaline, who became a member of the family circle when a
children,

employed

in the woolen mills at Millbrook,
Ontario, becoming familiar with the various
details of the industry.
In the year 1872
Mr. Elliott left his native province and removed to Tuscarawas county, Ohio, where
lie shortly afterward entered the telegraph
school in the city of Oberlin, becoming an
expert operator and being graduated in the
following year.
Thereafter he was identified with railroad interests as operator and
agent in various Ohio towns, including
1

Beach
others,

City, Seville,

Uniontown, Akron, and

1889,

with the exception of

until

an interim of two years,- during which he
devoted his attention to the milling business,
having purchased an interest in the rollerprocess flouring mill at Apple Creek. Ohio,
and having been actively concerned in the
operation of the same during the period
noted.

infant
both ladies are accomplished
musicians and are popular teachers of the
"Divine art;" Garnett. the second in order

In 1889 Mr. Elliott came with his famCunningham, Kingman county. Kanand soon after his arrival he effected the
purchase of a farm of one hundred and sixty
acres in Rural township, where, for the em
suing three years, he was engaged in farming and stock-raising. He then disposed of
this property and purchased a tract of two
hundred and forty acres lying contiguous

of birth, is the immediate subject of this
rewiew John F. is a successful farmer of
Pembina count}-, North Dakota Frederick
William, who was blind from his birth, became a musician of marked technical and in-

continued in the same line of enterprise until 1892, when he was tendered and accepted
the position of station agent for the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad at Cun-

fully reciprocated.

:

mere

;

:

:

ability, notwithstanding his inand attained a high reputation as a
and teacher, his death resulting from
an injury to his spine, caused by a fall, this
fatal accident occurring when he was thirtysix years of age: and John W. is station
agent of tire Grand Trunk Railroad at Goodwood, Ontario.
Garnett Elliott was born on the ancestral

terpretive

firmity,

pianist

1

farmstead, as was bis father before him.
and was but a child at the time of his parents'
removal to the town of Thorn Hill, near Toronto, where he passed his youth, receiving
1

educational advantages in the
schools of the locality and continuing his
studies until he had attained the age of nineteen years, after which he was for three years
excellent

ily to

sas,

to the

town of Cunningham, and there he

ningham, retaining this incumbency and rendering most effective service until 1901, in
the meanwhile leasing his farm until 1898,
when he sold' the property and purchased
one hundred and sixtv acres of exceptionally
fertile and valuable bottom land, located one
mile north of the town.

In addition to this

he also purchased and improved one of the
most attractive residences in the town, making this his home, and also 'becoming the
owner of another residence property, both
dwellings being destroyed in the ever memorable cyclone which visited this locality in
He erected his present modern and
1898.
1

attractive residence in that year, the

same

being most eligibly located and being one of
the beautiful homes of the village, having
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Attractive

grounds and being of pleasing

ar

In December, [900, Mr,
Elliott resigned his position as station agenl
and then engaged in his present and important line of enterprise, which he is conducting with signal discrimination and ability,
his transactions involving the handling of
jphitectural design.

improved and unimproved real estate of all
upon
approved securities and upon liberal terms,
while he also make- a specialty of rentals
and is the local representative for several of
the leading and most reliable insurance comIli- progressive methods and die
panies.
confidence in which he is uniformly held insure to the enterprise a cumulative prestige
and success. During his active business life
in
Cunningham Mr. Elliott has taken a
prominent part in public affairs of a local
nature, being an uncompromising Republican in politics, and having served as a member of the Kingman county central committee of his party and as delegate to various
conventions, while he was incumbent of the
responsible offices of township trustee and
treasurer of Dresden township for a term of
several years, having been elected in 1896.
All that conserves the general welfare of the
community is a matter of interest to this
public-spirited citizen, and be served as clerk
of the
>cal board of education during a period of nine years, doing all in his power
to promote the cause of this important factor
kinds, the extending of financial loans

1'

community. Mr. Elliott is a writer of force and ability, and has
for several years been editor of the Cunningham department of the Kingman Leader-Courier, published in the city of Kingman.
In common with other members of
in the civic life of the

his

family he has distinctive musical talent
and this he has vitalized

of a natural sort,

by careful technical study, having a finely
and taking a promi-

cultivated tenor voice

nent part in fostering the love of this most
graceful of all arts.
lie serves as chorister
and director of the choirs of both the Meth-

and Presbyterian churches in Cunningham, and also has charge of the music of the

odist

respective Sunday-schools.
The superior
choral services of the two churches testify
to his ability as a director and to the deep

1

interest he take- in musical affair-.
li<

Mr. El-

a dev ted member of the Methopal church from his youth, and

has been

tt

od]

109

I
i

pisi

during

his residence in Cunningham he has
rendered valuable service as steward and recorder of the local church of this di
tion. also taking a specially active pari in the

work

of the Sunday-school, acting as superintendent for nine consecutive years and still
retaining the same responsible
leadership*

This important branch of the church work
has

enlisted

through

his

earnest

co-operation all
rendered sig-

his life, while he has

nal service as Sunday-schi ol superintendent

various places where he has

in

the

lived',

Akron, during his incumbency in
bavin- attained a membership of
three hundred.
Fraternally our subject is
prominently identified with Cunningham
Lodge, No.
Knights erf Pythias,
[34,
school

this

in

line,

which he i- past chancellor commander, and which he represented in
the assembl) of the grand lodge of the
state, at Fort Scott, in [898.
He
of

member

of the Modern Woodmen of Amerand the Knights and Ladies of Security.
lodges of which he has held all
the official positions.
Mr. Elliott is a man
of genial nature and unvarying courtesy, and
ica

in the local

not alone is he regarded as one of the representative citizens and business men of Cun-

ningham, but his influence in connection with
educational and religious affairs of the community have also made him a most valuable
factor in promoting the higher interests of
his home town, while his lion. >r and integrity
in all the relations of life have insured to
him the unequivocal confidence and high regard of his fellow men.
At Wilmot, Stark county, Ohio,
the
[9th of December, [876, wa- solemnized the
marriage of Mr. Clli it t Mi— Ada F. Putman, who was born in that town, being the
Hi bs) Putdaughter of Hiram and Man
man, the former of whom was likewise a native of Wilmi t. where he became a pn miner.!
and wealthy business man, being a member
the pioneer families of the Bucktie
eye state: his wife wa- In rn in CI
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott
burg, Pennsylvania.
have four children, concerning whom we
1

1

1'

1

{

1

1

11
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incorporate the following brief record Card
G. has been chief clerk in the office of the
Wells-Fargo Express Company, at Kansas
:

City, Missouri, and is now working in the
general office of the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad Company, at Topeka,
having full charge of the distribution of all
freight equipment for the entire system from
Chicago to San Francisco, and also to GalHe also has charge of the
veston, Texas.

He was

born

in the state of

removing to

New

York, and

took up land
the trees which
he there
people are new gathering fruit.
Thomas, the father of our
subject,
was reared to the quiet pursuits of the farm, but later in life he engaged
in the mercantile business.
When the trouble between the north and south threw the
after
in

Clark

county.
planted

country into

civil

Illinois

From

war, he offered his ser-

Union cause, and for three years
was a brave and loyal defender of the starry
banner. He became a member of Company

interchange of all equipment between foreign roads, a very responsible position for a
man so young. He is a young man of fine
character and exceptional ability, as may be

vices to the

inferred from the responsible office of which
he is incumbent; Marie is a successful and

ticipated in the battles of

and parTulahoma. Liberty

Gap and Chattanooga.

At

popular teacher and musical instructor of
Kingman county L. Estelle, who is also one
of Cunningham's popular young ladies, and
prominent in social life, is now engaged
;

in the milliner)- business in the city of

man; Raymond remains

at

the

King-

parental

Mrs. Elliott also is a devoted member of the Methodist church, and takes a
prominent part in its work, having been
president of the Ladies' Aid Society and

home.

president of the

Women's

Christian

Tem-

perance Union societies for years. She is a
lady of exceptional moral prestige, and has
aided largely in the life work and success of
her husband, while she is beloved by all with
whom she is associated.

F. Seventy-ninth Illinois Infantry,

the last named
engagement he was captured and during
his incarceration was in many different
He was one of the one
southern prisons.
hundred and eight officers who dug out of
Libby prison, but was recaptured, and was
kept a prisoner of war until near the close
of hostilities. He proved a true and faithful
soldier, and for meritorious service was promoted to the rank of captain of his company.

In Illinois, the state of his nativity, Mr.
united in marriage to Jane E.
Scranton. and they had six children, our subject being the second in order of birth.
The eldest child, Charles, was also a faithful defender of the Union cause during the
war of the rebellion, serving in the same
company of which his father was a member,

Handy was

and he was
Mountain.

EDWARD

S.

HAXDY.

Handy,

Edward

S. Handy, a prominent realand insurance agent of Hutchinson,
has been a resident of Reno county since
October, 1872, and during the many years
which have since come and gone he has
nobly borne his part in the work of progress
and improvement which has here taken

estate

A

place.
native of the Prairie state, he first
opened his eyes to the light of day in York,
His
Illinois, on the 28th of February, 184.6.
father. Thomas Handy, was the first white
male child born in Clark county, Illinois',

of which

state

the

latter's

Handy, was one of the

father.

early

John

pioneers.

is

killed at the battle of

Kennesaw

George Grant
the hardware
Hutchinson, he and our subject

Another

son,

now engaged

in

business in
being the only representatives of the family
The father was accidentally
in this locality.
killed in Illinois, in 1867, and thus passed
from earth a brave pioneer and a true and
loyal soldier.

Edward S. Handy, the subject of this
review, enjoyed the educational advantages
afforded by the district schools of his local-*
itv, and afterward became a student in the
academy at Marshall, Illinois. When only
sixteen years of age, on the 1st of August,
1862, he, too, offered his service in defense
of the Union, entering Company F, Seventy-

ninth Illinois Infantry, of which

company
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was captain.

1

[e

took part

in the

Stone River and Liberty Gap, and

and he plaited and sold more

started,

just

land' in

engagement

this city than any other one individual here, the first land-, which he placed
on the market having been known as

home on a short furlough.
Returning to the army, he was for a time

dy & Shadduck's Central Addition, Handy's
East Side Addition and many others.
He

battles of

was severely
wounded and for a time was confined in
the hospital at Murfreesboro, after which
in

latter

the

he returned to his

commissary of a hospital, and was then
onh able td walk with the aid of crutches.

When

his regiment returned

from the At-

lanta campaign he was again desirous of
entering the ranks as a soldier, but his
feeble health would not permit, and he was
afterward made clerk to the adjutant general
nt" the
Third Brigade Second Division,

Fourth

Army

Corps.

Mr.

Handy

subse-

quently participated in the battles of Franklin. Nashville and Spring Hill, and in June.
Spring-held.

Illinois,

he was hon-

orably discharged from the service.
Returning to his home with a creditable
military record, he was for the following
year engaged in mercantile business in Marshall, llllinos. after which he attended a

Handy's Addition, Riverside Addition, Han-

built

many

of the finest business blocks in

the city, among them being the post-office
building, the two-story double brick building

South Main street, the
Nos. 19 and
at No. 5 South Main street, and
No. [8 North Main street, and many others
that have since been sold.
In addition to his
real-estate interests, he is now also engaged
in both fire and tornado insurance, and has
thus connected himself with many of the
leading insurance companies known in this
country.
Tor a time he was largely interested in farm property, but of late years
he has sold his entire landed possessions.
He is also interested in lead and zinc mining at Galena, having for a time served as
at

_•

1

buildings

secretary

of

the

Hutchinson

Mining and

military school at Fulton, that state, for a
After leaving the schoolroom he
again took up mercantile pursuits, following

Milling Company, and has also mined to a
considerable extent in Colorado. The banking interests of this city have also received

that

vocation until 1872, and in that year
ti
the Sunflower state and secured a
Soldier's claim in Lincoln township, Reno
county, making his home thereon for the
After securing his
following four years.

a portion of

came

tion.

claim he built a small frame residence, and
at once began the arduous task of improving the new land with ox teams, first planting his land with corn and afterward with
wheat and oats. During the year of 1874.

institution he

"when the grasshoppers visited this section in
such large numbers, he los^+iis entire crop,
and he then returned to Illinois and for a
time secured employment in the county clerk
and treasurer's office and also taught a
After spendthree mi nths' term of school.
year in the Prairie state he returned
to his farm in Reno county, remaining there

brated in this city on the 25th of December,
1879. when Minnie A. Hale became his
wife. She is a daughter of M. Hale, a prominent merchant of Hutchinson.
This union
has been blessed with three children.
Inez

time.

until

1876,

when he was

elected a clerk of

court, rilling that responsible
The
for four consecutive terms.
ccupation to which Mr. Handy turned
his attention was that of a real-estate agent.
the b m in Hutchinson having at that time

the

district

positii n

next

1

1

was

Mr. Handy's time and attenone of the incorporators and

He was

for a time president of the

People's
State Bank, which was later merged into
the Hutchinson National Bank, and
f
that
1

was appointed one

rectors, while for several years he

of the di-

was a diHutch-

rector of the First National Bank, of
inson.

The marriage

of

Mr. Handy was

cele-

—

I...

Jessie

political

M. and Carrie
support

is

Mr. Handy's
given the Republican
J.

party, and he has long been recognized as
an influential and prominent worker in the
ranks of this grand old party. For a number of years he has served his city as an
alderman, and at one time was the choice
of his party for the office of mayor, but he

refused to accept that honor.

In his
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relations he

is

member

a

of Joe

Hooker

Post,

G. A. R., in which he has served
for three terms as adjutant. Soon after the
close of the war the joined a post in Terre

No.

17.

Haute. Indiana, which was one of the first
organized after hostilities had ceased. Long
and actively connected with the leading institutions of Hutchinson and Reno county,
he has become widely known in both business and social circles, and his straightforward methods have ever commanded the
confidence and support of the public.

CHRISTIAN RISSER.
The agricultural community of Harvey
county, Kansas, knows Christian Risser, of
Hal stead, as a successful farmer and grain
thrasher, and he is known in business circles generally as a progressive and prosperous

man whose

his

word

business methods have made
good as his bond.

literally as

Risser was born in West
Windsor, Richland county. Ohio. April 23.
1845. a son of Jacob Risser, who was born
in January, 1807. and died at Trenton. ClinChristian

When, in
ton county. Illinois, in 1865.
1836, Jacob Risser came over the ocean on
a sailing vessel, which was forty-two days
in

reaching New York, he was about twenty-

nine years old, and he had only a
belt

ire,

in

little

native land, married

his

while

Annie

Hirschler, who, in 1837, bore him his eldA. H. Risser. in Ohio. That son,
is a harnessmaker and dealer in harness, lives at Attica. Seneca county. Ohio,
est child,

who

and has two children.

Anna. Mr. Risser's

order of birth, is the widow
of Christian Gable, lives in Garden township, Harvey county, Kansas, and has seven
children. Jacob lives in Halstead township.
Mary is the wife of Jacob Linn, also of Halstead township. Christian is the immediate

second child

in

subject of this sketch.

Lehman,
is

Eliza married John

of Halstead township.

the wife of

lahoma. The
taught farming after the
an<l

was

Christiana

E. Ruth, of King-fisher.
father of these children

J.

early

Okwas

German methods,

orphaned and

left

without

much means,

but his success in life was such
that he acquired a good farm of one hundred acres in Illinois, on which he lived out
his days.
His wife died in Kansas in 1883,
aged seventy-four years. Early in life he
served for a time in the German army, but
had no experience of war.
Christian Risser early acquired some
German education, but was educated mostly
in schools in which English was taught. Until about 1872 he and his brother Jacob operated their late father's

home

in

Illinois.

After that for seven years he was a train
man in Illinois on the Ohio & Mississippi
Railroad.
His brother-in-law. John Lehman, went to Kansas in 1874. and sent back
such favorable reports of the country that
in 1876 Mr. Risser and James A. Lucas, a
locomotive engineer, with whom he had
worked as a fireman, went to St. Louis, Missouri, where they purchased for sixteen
hundred dollars, a steam thrasher, which
they took to Harvey county, where it was

Farmers were
would set fire to
their stacks and buildings and burn them
out, and it was not without considerable difficulty that Mr. Risser and his partner got
the machine into anything like general use
the

first

afraid

machine of

its

kind.

that the thrasher

but before the close of the second season the
fears of the farmers were allayed, and the
threshers had more business than they could
attend to.
They were partners until 1881,
since which time Mr. Risser has continued
the business independently, now owning his
sixth machine, which, though it cost three
thousand dollars, is more profitable than the
original
sixteen-hundred-dollar
machine,
because it will do twice as much w>irk with
two-thirds as many hands.
December 8, 1870. Mr. Risser was mar-

Laura Augusta Rutherfi >rd,
who was born at Trenton. Illinois,
February. 1850. a daughter of Reuben and
Indiana (Stites) Rutherford, who were
well-to-do farmers.
As he was then railroading, he set up housekeeping at East St.
Louis.
Mrs. Risser bore her husband two
daughters and died at St. Louis, Missouri,
September 11, 1875. and is buried 'at Trenried in Illinois, to

ton. Illinois.

She was

a true, faithful

and

(ftUJiL^Jlsr—-
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and

wife

affectionate

nl)

family,

by

but

Haughter,

mother,
by her

who

all

knew

and

was

his first

Her

the

Trenton, till—
[er daughti
wife of Edward E.
(klahoma.
Mr. Rissei

is

the

Shawnee,

<

hi-

t

>f

I

I

lege

.<

rtii

n of

1

>SEPH

:

died

:

Thomas,

woolen mills

in Phil-

Jeenia, a student in Tern

;

is

and James,

a

student

a

medical student.

his parents'
I

his

his business career in the

employ of the firm

le\ & Sons, owners of exten
en mills.
He remained with that
house for seven years, during which time his
close application, fidelity to dut\ and abil-

of Richard

talstead.

1

won him continued promotion.

In

the

meantime, anxious to improve mentality as
d, he pursued a
well as in the busim
college course at night, and in [897 was
graduated at Hartford.
Subsequently he
entered upon the study of law at
town, D. C, and was graduated
In the meantime he had added
class if [901
to his general knowledge bj foreign travel.
In [893 he made a voyage to China in the
interest of the firm, being sent there to buy
wool. He remained for eight months, -ailing from San Francisco f r tonolulu, where
he remained for several days, visiting many
lie sucpi ints of interests on the islands,
cessfully accomplished his work in
cut and also gained that knowledge and cul-

MULLIGAN.

E.

ie

home Joseph E. Mulliyouthful days. After pursuing
a preparatory course in Smethport, Pennsylvania, he was graduated in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, and in [89] he entered upon
In

ity

Ji

children

Then

;

Joseph E.

1

p

central

five

ii

d financially in

adelphia

Knight Templar Mason and a
talstead
dge, Ni
and Accepted Masons.
Politically he is a
Democrat, and he is not without influence
in the local councils of his party, but he has
never held any public office except as a
laember of the citj council of Halstead. He
owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres,
which he bought in 1884, which is run by a
tenant and on which he has some line cattle,
and is the wner of four town lots in the
i

I

1

marrying

a

ter

.

pplies.

Since the man
daughter
he mak<
ne in ] talstead, Kansas.
is

our subject,
1

depart*

intention of

evid<

'

mas Mulligan,

nui

I

again.

lie

>f

1

lis v.
in 1SN7.
ench extraction
on the paternal side, bul four generations
of the familj have resided in Penn
ter maternal ancestors were of trisli lineage.
Unto Thomas and Man

1

and

lather

Pearl, died at

[da

ma Augusta
'

settlement and the familj

become quite

in

her.

"3

-

Among
sas

young men of central Kanwho are awakening public attention by
their ability and merit is Joseph
the

!

.

E

junior member of
Mulligan, of MinHe is ambitious, energetic and
determined, and his character is builded upon
sound principles.
With such qualifications
is not difficult to predict for him a sucit
cessful future and already he has won an
enviable position in public regard and in
;s and professional circles.
native of Philadelphia. Pennsylvania.
be was born in 1875. a son of Thomas and
Mary Einea Mulligan. The father was

Edward Mulligan,

1

the

the law firm of Rees

&

I

A

1

In [901
ture which only travel can bring.
he married Miss Lou Comfi
Kansas.
After visiting Ottawa county several
times Mr. Mulligan decided to
Minneapolis and after his gradual:

1

Keystone state and his
America can be traced back to

live of the

ancestry in

li

1752. in which year the great-grandfather
of our subject came from Ireland to the
new world and located where the city of

Philadelphia now stands. He was a soldier
in the Revolutionary war.
Some of his descendants have since resided at the place of

1.

law school in 1900 he entered inti
ship with the Hon. R. R. Rees.

He

is

a

wide-awake, resolute young man.
.

ing the qualification necessary for success at
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bar.
He has mastered many of the
and has already
gained a good clientage, which is constantly
growing in volume and importance. Socially he is connected with Lodge No. 586
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks, of Concordia, Kansas: also belongs
to Minneapolis Lodge, No. 246. Knights of
Pythias; and to Court No. 52, Foresters of

the

principles of jurisprudence

America. He is progressive, in manner affable and courteous and wherever he goes
wins a host of warm friends.

JAMES

R.

FEATHER.

The office of register of deeds is one of
peculiar importance, for any inability in the
official might entail mistakes of far-reaching
Ottawa county is to be conconsequence.
gratulated on the fact that in this office she
has a man as competent and trustworthy as
James R. Feather.

This gentleman was born

in

Mercer

from
county, Pennsylvania, sixty miles
Pittsburg, in the year 1841. a son of William and Catherine (Russell) Feather, both
state.
of whom were natives of the Keystone

now

reside- in Denver, Colorado, with her
Wheeler, the next of the family, died
[852; William R. died in Minneapolis
Kansas, in 1897, while Peter W.. his twin
brother, is now proprietor of the Vallea

sun

:

in

House

Stephen is a
at Adams. Nebraska
farmer of Ottawa county. Nebraska;
Jefferson died at Annapolis from a wound
received at the battle of Petersburg. June
19, 1864; Joseph 'died about 1858, at the
age of eighteen years: and Henry is a retired farmer livin^ in Minneapolis.
With the family Mr. Feather, of this
review, returned to Pennsylvania, but in
1857 he again went fo Wisconsin, where
he remained for about three years, when he
There on
again went to his native state.
the 22d of April, 1861, he offered his services to the government as a defender of die
Union, enlisting as a private of Company B,
Tenth Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteers.
He served his term of three years, during
which time he was in the seven days" battle
on the peninsula, in McClellan's campaign
and the second battle of Bull Run. where he
was shot through the right shoulder. He is
:

retired

-till

partially paralyzed

which necessitated
pital

at

Chester,

his

from

the

remaining

Pennsylvania,

injury,

in the hos-

for

about.

His paternal grandfather, however, was
from Germany, while his maternal ancestors
were New England people, the family having been founded in America at an early

nine months. He was also in the battles of
Gettysburg, the Wilderness. Spottsylvania,
Cold llarin r and various skirmishes, and at
Cold Harbor he was mustered out of active

In the common schools of Pennsylvania lames R. Feather began his education,
which' he continued in the public schools of
Wisconsin, to which state he removed with
There his father died
his parents in 1849.
in 1 85 1 and soon afterward the family returned to Pennsylvania. The mother, however, spent her last days in Kansas, taking
up her abode in this state in 187 1 and here
remaining until 1892, when she was called
She was then eightyto the home beyond.

service, receiving an honorable discharge at

day.

Pittsburg in 1864.
Immediately afterward Mr. Feather reHe
turned to his 'home in Pennsylvania.
then lived on the Ohio line, but in the old
practical
was
a
He
home neighborhood.
engineer, working in the coal mine- 111 that
capacity until he came to Kansas in 1878.
here joining his mother, who had removed
In the
to the state seven years previous.

eight years of age.

western part of Ottawa county Mr. Feather
took up a claim, and thereon resided until

ten sons

elected to his present office in

agriculturist livinp- near Butler,

In January. 1863, in Middlesex, Pennsylvania, during his stay in the hospital. Mr.
Feather was united in marriage to Miss
Margaret A. Hawk, a daughter of John

She had eleven children.
and a daughter, and of this number
five of the sons and the daughter are yet
living: John, who was a farmer and stockman, died in Ottawa county; Joshua is an

Marv

is

the

widow

of

Oklahoma

David Taylor and

1897.

and Marv Hawk, native- of Pennsylvania

>
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Her father was of German descent, while
her mi ther represented an old New
Mr and Mrs. Feather began their
I

men

broughl

are

county; Annie, the wife of
who is livinsr near Pella,

tawa
Ri

and,

1

Iowa, and

employed

i-

in

a

factory;

tile

M. Nye,

Bernice, the wife of VV.

farmer
if
>ttawa ci lunty Roy, who
on his father's farm: and Maf°ie.
In 'iiu' with h
a

(

•

;

-

11

the

1.

The

children died in [886 mi
farm in Ottawa county, and in
1

home

M

t888, Mr. Feather wa
nd union being' with Mary
Nye, a native of Iowa, and the widow
of Andrew Xye.
One child ha- been born
of this union, Erhe. who is attending the
A of Minneapolis.
register of deeds Mr.
lected
removed to the county seat and is
nd term in that capacity.
In politics he is a Republican, earnest in
.

I

I..

1

I

of the principles of the party.

the Methodist
t"
Episcopal
while his wife is a member of the
church.
He also belong- to the

tigs

Grand Army Post in Ada. Kansas. He is
;t,
unassuming man. entirely free
stentation, yet his
genuine worth
makes him uniformly respected and as a reficer

and valued

citizen he well

in the history of his

ANDREW

J.

de-

adopted

SMITH.

and

mi!

developed.

If

anj thing can inspin
I-

r\

persisted

remained

They have
until coming ti Kansas in 1878.
become the parents of nine children: J. E.,
a farmer ami stockman who is living in
May, Oklahoma; VV. II.. who resides in
and is county treasurer of Seward
bounty: Mary A., the wife of I. B Lane,
mile, Kansas; Tiara E.. the wife
of Ford S. Morris, a farmer residing near

in?

should he the

life

laudable

I

1

I

1

In
men a- he of w hom we w rite.
if
nf the illustrious few
mi
o
wlin have risen from obscurit) to
I

1

en-

i

1

tl

1

serves
rather than in;i

awe our voung men

often to

them tn emulation
reason
only a few can ever attain such eminence; hut the history of such men as Andrew J. Smith proves conclusively that with
Ale amount nf mental and physical
power success 1- b< und eventually
ivor nf those who h;
spire
that

;

in

ti. in

put

forth

theii

I

and manliness to persevere therein.
Mr. Smith, who is one of the leading
business men and merchants of
was born January 1, [846, in southern Illinois, hi- parent- being Elija
The father was reared in TennesSmith.
see and Kentucky, hut at an early day went

will

Mm

1

.

locating in the southern part of
the state, where his wife died in [81
man. prominent in puba
progressive
was
lic affairs and was well fitted for a position

tn

Illuii is,

of leadership.

For twelve years he served
Massac county and fully

a- county judge of

sustained the dignitv of the law.
he emigrated with his family to Ottawa
county, Kansas, ami from the government
entered a claim which he afterward sold.
term he served as judge of the >ttawa county court, filling the position with
(

himself and satisfactorily
In [875 he removed to Misconstituents.
souri, where he died in [886.
Andrew I. Smith needs no special in-

credit

to

troduction to the reader- of this volume, for
he i- widely km wn a- an enterpris
Ih
ne-- man and valued citizen.
upon hi- business career by f< llowing vari-

ous pur-nit- which would yield bin
He had not enjoyed v<
est living.
practical

The history

of

illustrati

mankind

the pressi
;ition that

is

replete with

only under
rsity and the stimulus

ci

that

it

is

the best and stn

experienci

came

well

and reading

n

informed.

In

tin

ed in trading

and

cattle

and

in

[874

it

he engaged in the
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grocery business with a capita] stock of

hundred

dollars.

He

also

owned

live

the build-

ing in which he conducted his enterprise.
As the years passed he prospered and gradually his business was developed into a genTo this he
eral merchandise] enterprise.
afterward added a stock of agricultural im-

plements and fence wire, and sold enough
wire to put a three wire fence around Ottawa county and to bound each section line

1884 he sold more

In

each direction.

in

wagons than any other

retail

grinding it.
Such conditions,
have long since passed, and
introduction

of

the

railroad,

however,
with the
have come

all the comforts and convenience- of the east.
Mr. Smith has ever borne his part in the

work of improving and upbuilding

of the

county, has been a liberal contributor to
churches and public institution-; and withholds not his support and co-operation from
any movement which he believes will prove
of public good.

store in the

one year. In June, 1885,
he withdrew from the business and during
the interval from 1885 until 1898 he was
engaged in the real estate and chattel loanstate ever sold in

ing business, while for about three years he
In
dealt in cattle with excellent success.
1898, however, he once more embarked in

merchandising on a somewhat larger scale
than that on which he began in 1874. He
\vns and conducts the largest clothing
ni
and boot and shoe house in this portion of
the country, and his extensive sales annually return" to him an excellent profit on his

m

*

He

investment.

owns some valuable

also

Minneapolis.
Mr. Smith has been twice married. On
March,
1874. he wedded Anna
the 10th of
Ellison, a native of Ohio, who died November 5, 1892. leaving a son. Frank, who
was born April 26, 1882. He completed
school
his education in the Minneapolis high

real estate in

and

is

now- employed as a clerk in his faa young man of good business

ther's store

—

promising future.
Mr. Smith was
Louie Smith, the
Mrs.
to
united in marriage
widow of Elijah Smith, and they now have

qualifications

On

one
1,

and with

a

the 2d of lanuary. 1894.

child.

1S07.

homes

in

Ray/born
Theirs

is

in

Minneapolis.

March

one of the most beautiful

Minneapolis— a

palatial residence

standing in the midst of beautiful grounds.
Mr. Smith has practically grown up with
He cast in his lot with the
the country.
early

settlers

here and had

some narrow

He lived
escapes during the Indian raids.
here at a time when one had to pay a dollar
a bushel for corn and then haul it all the
way to Junction City, wdiere the price of
forty cent- per bushel was demanded for

JOHN W. RUTH.
This prominent retired farmer of Halstead, Harvey county. Kansas, who is living
on one of his farms in section 13, in the
township mentioned, was born in Bavaria,

Germany,
Ruth,

May

8,

who brought

1838.

a

sou of David

his family to the

United

States in 1,852. landing at New York Au3. fifty-two days after he left Munich.

gust

12, following, he left New York for
lowa, and arrived in Lee county, that >tate,
October 8. Some idea of the inconvenience
of such a journey may be afforded by the
statement that at this time one may come
to Kansas from Bavaria within two weeks.
Mr. Ruth and his family made the trip
to Iowa as members of a party of seventytwo persons, old and young. They made
the journey from New York to Albany by

June

steamer, from Albany to Buffalo by rail,
from Buffalo to Henry, at the head of Lake
Erie, by boat: from Henry to Chicago by
rivrail, from Chicago south to the Illinois
er by canal, then floating down the river si me distance to a point where they took

steamer for Peoria, whence the journey
was made to Burlington. Iowa, by stage.
They were detained in Buffalo five days,
and were there exposed to cholera, and one
a

of the party died of that disease while en
route from Buffalo to Henry, and Mr.
The subRuth's brother came near dying.
ject of this sketch

was then fourteen years

and was one of eight children, who accompanied their parents on that memorable
old,

MR.

AND

MRS. |OHN W.

RUTH AND

FAMILY.

BIOGRArillCM. HIS!
journey

n re were
few heads of families of that party of emi..

vid Ruth
comprised

51

farm

his

Id

di\ ided

i

Sons,

Bavaria, which

in

acres of the old farm of his

fort}

among

his

and with the money he
himself

lish

now world.

Ruth married Katharine Strohn
Ruth was the first
1837, and John \\
.

1

Ruth were Mennonites i>\ n
and early united with that cl

which their children arc also meml
Ruth is the owner of seven hundred
and ten acres of land all of whicl
three eighty acre farms in Mac in township
iin
lalst( ad
are occupied by tenant-, for
has not Keen actively engaged in
1

i

in the

I

in

Mrs.
faith

E

ing

the

their daughters

living at

i!

ried

and

time.

manhi

to

e\\

E

bara,

this

>d

1

and had large

five

of their

All

of their

and vvoman-

families.

Bar-

who married David Lehman,
her sister of the
-ketch, married

this

if

the

living

in

retirement.

partial

Democrat, and he

a

is

h

active life Keen interested in edu-

all his

and

cation,

,

been

has

but

Politically he

1

for

man}

iffice

of

1

her of the
the

filled

1

When

district.

tre;

school

-

spring

the

in

of

1875,

twenty-seven years ago, he located on the
naked,

prairie

home,

lu

Rev.

!

:i

now

where

his

is
1}

-peaking,

all

before him.

with his fortune

a

'

and had thirteen chilthree daughters of
David Ruth died in St.
urvive.
Clair county, Illinois, and his widow married
Lehman, and died at Halstead,
1

Krehbiel

.

1

in

ied

1886, in her severity-fourth year.
Mr. Lehman, who came early
>hio,

1

W. Ruth

has

made

at

Halstead,

in

a success of life

sty, industry and frugality and other
which characterize truly self-made
men.
He remained m the home farm until
he was twenty-three years old. In March.
l86l, lie married Miss Eliza Strohn, of
Bavarian birth, who came to the United
[853 and who bore him twelve
of whom one son and rive daughlivng, the first-born daughter havClara marat the age of one year.
;tav Haury, a profe;
m, Kansas, and has three
dward. who has a wife and a daugh-

traits

1

•

Oklahoma, as d
A T. Kruse and has
Emma. Ida and Hilda, all well educated
re members of their father's
Mrs. Ruth died Mar,
at the age of fiftv-three years.
Mr. and
-

which was built in the fall
e
of [874, was a sixteen by twi
ture, which is a part of his present large
two-story, nine-room residence, the jnain
portion of which was erected in [879.
In
January. 1874. he bouj
tion of railroad land for ten hundred and
forty dollars.
Later he bought eighty acres
for twelve hundred dollars, a quarter section for eighteen hundred dollars and an1

other quai
being an ag

lars,

and

1.

was

it

its

the

barn

first
first

in the fall of

red barn in

heavy timber frame

that the structure

is

in

-till

it-

[875

vicinity,

is

good condition,

hards, aggregating six acres.

ad until
:uting the

work

1

if

it

cut them

in

ried

dollars for the several purchases.

fort}

lie erected his

and
and

d
fine,

1

large,

>ne

and mi

well

-

men

pro]

women, of exceptional mentality
if

nearly

all

;

and

and
it

is

note that in
branches the family has been a

ne.

:

Xine of Mr.

'
!
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:n8

war and some
them Inst their lives in defense of the
flag under which they fought.
did soldier's duty in our Civil

in

of

years,

1898, the father at the age of sixty-eight

and the mother when she had reached
the age of sixty-four years. At their death
they left two children, and the daughter,
Mrs.

Emma

J.

Tasker,

old homestead farm.

W.

ELLIOTT.

now resides on
The father gave

the
his

The farming interests of Ottawa county
are well represented by W. S. Elliott, who
is one of the substantia]
agriculturists of

support to Republican principles.
one time a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, but afterward hecame identified with the Weslev Methodist
church.

Logan township. His father. George A.
Elliott, now deceased, was one of Ottawa
county's honored early settlers.
He was

his

S.

political

He was

born in Cattaraugus county. Xew York, in
September. 1829, and was a representative
of an honored and well known family.
His

Alvah Elliott, was also a native of
Empire state. Alvah Elliott, the father
of George A., died when George was four
years old.
Then he and his mother lived
with his uncle till 1841, when they came
with George's uncle to Wabash, Indiana,
where his eldest brother was located", and
lived there till he was twenty-one years of
age.
Then George went to Trowbridge,
Michigan. After he was located a while his
mother went and kept house for him till
father.

the

W.

at

S.

Elliott,

this review, claims

whose name introduces
Michigan as the state of

occurring in 1862.
When nine years of age he accompanied his
parents on their removal to the Sunflower
state, and in early life he assisted his father in the difficult task of improving wild
land, while the educational privilege- which
he enjoyed were those afforded by the
schools of Logan township.
His life has
been characterized by energy, perseverance
nativity,

his birth

and hard wi

who proved to him a faithful and loving
companion for the journey of life. She was
born in Ohio and was of Pennsylvania Dutch

rk. and to those principles his
i- due.
His homestead farm comtwo hundred and fortv acres of as
fine land as can be found in Ottawa county,
and to its cultivation and improvement he
devotes his lime and attention. A beautiful
grove and orchard adds to the value and
attractive appearance of the place, and it
is further improved hv a commodious residence, barns and a windmill, while in his
pastures are found a high grade of stock.
In 1893 occurred the marriage of Mr.
Elliott and Miss Viola Ruggles.
The lady
was born in Shelby county. Indiana, a
daughter of William and Catherine Went)
Ruggles. who came to Kansas in 1882.
Mrs. Elliott has one living brother. James
Lnto
A., who makes his home in Indiana.
our subject and his wife have been tx irn h lUf

ancestry.

children, Flossie Phebe, Paul Walter.

moved

Ruth Mr. and
Viola and Ross Augustus.
Mrs. Elliott are members of the Evangelical
Lutheran church, in which he has served

his marriage.
After that she lived
with her oldest son a while, then with the
next youngest, who lived in Sturgis, Michigan, where she died.

after

George A. was reared

to

manhood on

his father's farm, receiving his education in

reaching
years of maturity he removed tc Michigan, and in Tn wbridge, that state, he
was united in marriage with Phebe Barnev,
the schools

of

Indiana.

After

In 1863 Mr. and Mrs. Elliott reWabash county. Indiana, where
they resided until 1871. and in that year
to

came by

to Kansas, locating in
There
county.
secured a homestead claim, on
which he erected a small box house., and
soon began the arduous task of improving
wild land. There the parents spent the remainder of their live-, both passing away

railroad

Logan township. Ottawa
the father

'

success
prises

(

as a deacon for five years.
lations he

is

a

member

Mary

In his social re-

of the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows, and Sons and
Daughters of Justice, and his political support is given to the men and measure- of the
For ten years he has
Republican oarty.

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
a member of the school board, and
>ition of central committeeman of his townshio.
He is a capable and efficient business man. of excellenl
Habits and high moral characti
polite in manner and a favorite with a large
•

circle

lUlty,

Li

je VV.

J4.

tt,

LOTT.

\\.

\\

In

»

i-

i

I

1855,

born

in
a

in

m

German

of

grandfather, Zephaniah Lott,
state before the birth

["he

the

is

Keystone

ibject.

He was

married

in

Penn-

sylvania to Rachel Brown, a lady of Scotch
whose death occurred in Ohio. In
their family were rive children, all of whom
eased;

The following
can be

k,

is

the

btained

1

(

1

h

arsaw,

Indi-

ber

Icti

Tin

away many years previously.
the German Baptist

the faith

in

church and her

life

harmony

its

with

f

1

was

e\ er

in

1

The

principles.

third

ife

one of the
farmers

<

The family

[818.

retii

of Mr. Lott bore the maiden
Jeannette McKercher, and h<
red in i8<j<>. Mr. Li tt was a man well known

cmen of Barber county. He was
Shelby county, Ohio, February 4.
son of Charles O. Lott, who was
Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, >c.

passed awa\

le

ul

:

rominent nurseryman
Ohio; there died about twenty-

the

uni;,

c<

.

and was

rprighl character

progressive

born

ed

visiting

years.

\\

resides

Turkey Creek township,

lis

\\

ana.

ed

IRGE

lie

While

of years.

She died

(,l.i

Jackson Centre. Shelby

to

w here

lino,

(

number

friends.

f

i

removed

lie then
Ci

in,

as a substantial citizen.

was
a Republican.
By his first mam.were three children, of whom two are Ii\ ing:
Mary J., the widow of William Hartley, and
In politics he

residing at Warsaw. Indiana, at whose residence the father died; and Rachel, the wife
of John Arnett, a farmer of Allen county,
residing near Algier.
By his second mar-

riage there were eight children
H., a painter of Sun
I\
it)
(

.

William

:

1

a resident

<

lei

VV., the subject of this sketch; Sarah,
died in Shell)}

>rge

who

1

seventeen; Levi A.. wh<
in Shelb}
in infancy

resides on

homestead
:

:

and died in [898. Lucy
Mr. Postlewaite, and
ne became the wife of a Mr. Orr.

that place

her of

<

air

sub-

to iiiin with his mother in early
and was reared to manhood in Licking
Bounty, where he married Miss Morrison.
There he followed farming for a few years.
Three children were born by the marriage
and then the mother died. Soon afterward
the father removed to Shelby county, Ohio.
where he wedded Martha Holmes, a native
If Clark county, Ohio, and a daughter of
Andrew, and Susan (Overpeck) Holmes,

Kinleo

\\ illiam

.

ut county,

ing the In
infancy.

Kansas, his wife keep'.

The

Emma, wh

children

of the

third

mar-

<

life

wlv, spent the greater part of their lives in

Clark and Shelby counties, both dying in
the latter county.
Charles O. Lott entered
land from the government in Shelby county

and

in the midst of the forest developed a
farm, upon which he resided f' r f< rtv vears.

fourteen years, and

Delia.

fancy.

Upon the home farm in S
Mr. Lott was reared and in the common
ui ated.
le remained under
1

the

parental

On

of age.

roof

until

twenty-three years

the 10th of February.

r8/8, in

Ohio, he married Ella B.
Van Horn, who was born in Virginia, a
daughter of Austin R. and Ellen
Her father was an extensive
rn.
i

entre,

I

farmer

at

to Ohio, where he spent three
In 1878 he went to Pawne
Kansas, where for eighteen years he was

Virginia
years.
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During that time his
in farming.
wife died.
He afterward came to Barber
county, where he now makes his home with
his daughter. Mrs. Thomas T. Hatfield, just
Unto Mr. and Mrs.
west of Sun City.
Van Horn were born five children: Dora,
the wife of Thomas T. Hatfield, a farmer
and sti ickman if Sun City Mrs. Lott Artha
L.. the wife of Joseph P. Massey, one of the
prominent citizens and an extensive farmer
and stockman residing near Sun City: Flora.
who married V. C. Crane, an extensive
stockman of Pawnee county. Kansas; and
Lewi- \Y.. a conductor of the Choctaw &
Southern Railroad, and residing in Oklahoma ity. >klahoma.
After his marriaee Mr. Lott remained
in Shelby county, Ohio, and engaged in
engaged

i

:

;

Indiana. March 23. 1902. The parents are
highly respected people and Mr. Lott is a
self-made man who justly merits his prosperity, which is the reward of his own labors.

He

has served as trustee of his town-

ship for one term and as treasurer for five
terms, holding the latter position at the
present time.
He votes with the Republi-

can partv on state and national questions,
but at local elections casts an independent
Fraternally he is connected with
ballot.
Sun City Lodge. No. 262, I. O. O. F., in
which he has passed all the chairs.

(

<

farming for eleven years, coming

to

HFXRY G. RUTH.

Kan-

The prominent farmer and stock-grower,
whose career it will be

After a year spent in Pawnee
county he removed to Barber county in
[890, and for two years operated a tract
of rented land, after which he purchased his
present farm of nine hundred and sixty

a brief account of

a splendid body of land, located
on Turkey Creek, which is a never failing
stream, bordering its entire length with good
The farm was partially
native timber.
fenced and partially improved when he made
Since that time he has comthe purchase.
pletely fenced it and has -made many subHe now has one
stantial improvements.
hundred and fifty acres of land devoted to
the raising of crops and makes a specialty

Henry G. Ruth was born in Bavaria,
Germany. June 2j. 1847. an d was taken to
Lee county. Iowa, in 1852. by his parents,

sas in 1889.

acres.

It is

of c irn, wheat, sorghum and alfalfa, having
twenty acre- planted to the last named,
which' he regards as one of the most valuable crops that can be produced in this locality.
He also has a herd of one hundred
and fifty head of cattle, which he ha.s developed from a small herd of twenty-five head.
HiThese are shorthorns and Herefords.
home is a modern story and one-half residence of six rooms, and in addition to this
he has built a stable, planted an orchard and
added many other modern equipments.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Lott has been
blessed with four children, Lillie B., Tiry
C, Charles V. and Laura B., all at home.
Lillie B.. the oldest daughter, married Robert L. Kennedy, a farmer of Indianapolis.

attempted here to give, lives in section 21.
Garden township. Harvey county. Kansas,
and his post office is at Mound Ridge. Mc-

Pherson county.

who

then located there with eight of their

two of whom were born after
David Ruth, his father, with
family landed at Xew York. August 3, in

ten children,

their arrival.
his

the year mentioned, fifty-two days after they
On the 12th of the following
left Bavaria.
>r Lee
June thev departed from Xew York
county, Iowa, where they arrived October
fi

8.
is

interesting account of their journey
given in the biographical sketch of John

An

Henry G. Ruth's brother, which
appears in this work.
In 1837 David Ruth married Catharine
He died in St. Clair county. IlliStrohn.
nois, and his widow married Michael Lehman and died at Halstead. Harvey county,
Kansas, in 1886, some time after her sevHer second husband,
enty-third birthday.
who came early from Germany to Ohio,
passed away before she did and is buried at.
Halstead.
The following fact- o ncerning
of
David and Catharine
the
children
VV. Ruth.

(Strohn)

Ruth

will be

of interest in this

MR. AND MRS. HF.XRV

G.

Rl'TH

AND

FAMIIA'.
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The eldest daughter, .Mrs.
Krehbiel, bore her husband thir-

n:
teen child

ns and three

This work

survive.

tion

e

(

i'

I

;

sketch,

Ruth

was

the sixth,

lives

["heir

rbaid B. Ruth,

is

also

Iowa, died in Lee county,
aged six years.
David Ruth gave his children
both in German and English, and
d B. Ruth had the advantage
ind has been a
Ruth was taughl
[enn
in the days of his chldh
nd has been a farmer during all of
at Franklin.
i,

•

ep

iring

i

the period
irpenter's

he had

learned

S

in

at Kansas City, Miscounty, Illinois,
souri.
The family moved from Lee county,
Illinois, in the spring of 1865 and
r bought one hundred acres

and

:

liars

an acre.

section

Garden

21,

had bought

lie

I

The place
an acre.
twelve thousand dollars. He

is now worth
now has about

three acr

e

cents

-

e
'

hundred and

thirty-six

apple-trees,

and cherry

thirty-six pear

peachtrees.

nple barn

1

and outbuildings of
its

all

kinds, and almost

entire acreag

I

in

wire fencing.

two hundred and
and
corn, and these crops
need by his two sons and such asas are necessary from tinw
hundred

to

heat, thirty acres to rye

sistants

r

led

him

a Republican

is

influence in

ai d

the local

councils

His interest in education hanbership of hi
hich he has

I

end times elected.
Mr. Ruth was married July 24,
Hirschler, who was born
rermany, and
ton county.
Daniel and
had seven

in

Ba-

1855, by her parents.

Illinois, in

Mar
ns.

Her

died in Illinois, April
her,

1828, died in Illinois in

in

He was

who
1888.

harness-maker and farmer and he
and his wife were men
Mennonite church.
Mrs. Ruth has borne her husband children as foil
Alvin,
Arthur, Walter. Ri -a and ai
die.
ter, all of whom are
Arnold, Alma, Elmer, Homer and Edna, who
a

I

.

'

are living.

Hugo

died at the

teen months, Alvin
-.

at

ur years

tl

Arthur

at

Walter at tl
months, and Rosa, August
year-.

tl

1

2,

1887,

a half section of land

ind seventy-five

:

not without
el his party.

In

nry G. Ruth m< ved to Kansas and

where

•

Politically he

i.

I

I

lich

hundred and

thirty

..hich he

market

son

Kii

al

Mollie, one of their children

ma.

born

including

i.
1

I

I

is

able at-

al

daughter
married David Lehman and has borne him
en, all of whom an
>avid C. Ruth lives al
[alstead,
K
Mrs. K. X. Krehbiel was the fifth
'.,
the sub[enry
birth
and

!

qu

his

I

Their

Krehbiel.

tian

half

hi s

1

1

Farm and the other
farm.
[e has g

tphical sketch of the R(

eji

:

quired.

of ten to twelve horses being re-

Kans; s, and three
died within five days

and the two daughters

in

of their children named
of pneumonia.
Mollie married i. A. Wall,
of Black-well. Oklahoma, and has :
*

A

dren.

majority,
at

the

is

a

mend

er of his parents'

Al

hold.

Elmer

Newton, Kansas.

is

a student at

Mot

Ridge.
such a

Mound

K

'''teen, is

practical

and

enthus

farmer that he
his

fathe

teen yea'

student at

ear her home.

th<

Mr. and Mrs. Ruth
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have reason

to

lie

proud of

all

and well proportioned men and women,
of goi d intellectual capacity, and the family
has been prolific in all generations and in
nearly all of its branches.
Nine cousins of
Mr. Ruth fought gallantly in the war of
1861-65 ainl some of them died on the field
large

his parents

cation

spent his

boyhood days

home and pursued
the public

111

in

his early edu-

schools.

1856 he

In

began the study of medicine with his father
and Dr. Thompson, and in i860 he entered
upon a course of medicine in Nashville University, but when the call for volunteers
came he responded, enlisting in Company

Second East Tennessee Regiment, under
Colonel Carter, joining the army for three
Subsequently he entered a regiment

G",

years.

of

of battle.

W. Smith

G.

their children,

not only for the pleasing appearance but for
and moral worth, for there is
not a dull or disobedient one among them.
Members of the family of Ruth are mostly
their mental

guards

state

—the

Seventh

Mounted Infantry and remained

Tennessee

mus-

until

tered out by general order.
He was v. amded near Rogersville. Tennessee, in the right
arm and was left on the field with the other
wounded and the dead.
Later he was
picked up by citizens and taken to Morristown.
The entire regiment was captured
and taken to Belle Isle, with the exception
<

G.

W. SMITH, M.

D.

widely acknowledged that heredity
and environment are potent elements in
shaping man's destiny that his ancestry
and his surroundings largely mold his career.
Perhaps these two elements entered
into Dr. Smith's choice of a profession, for
his father was a physician and from boyhood he was more or less familiar with the
talk and practices of the medical fraternity.
It is

—

though this may have influenced his
choice of a life work it could not win him
success therein as that can be gained only
through the direct result of the individual,
whi ise advancement in professional circles
must result from strong mentality, close
application and broad sympathy.
Dr. Smith, although one of the recent
but

for a number
of years been a practitioner in Ottawa, and
soon after coming to this place he was widely
arrivals in Minneapolis, has

known through

the liberal patronage accorded him. He was born in Tennessee in
1842. a son of Dr William and Margaret
Alice Smith.
His father, a native of Ireland, was a graduate of a medical college
there and soon after completing his o mrse he
came to America with a colony that located
in Richmond. Virginia, where he engaged
in practice for some time.
In 1854 he removed with his family to Knox county. Tennessee, and during the war went to Pulaski
county. Kentucky, where his death occurred
in [868.
His wife was a native of Tennessee and (lied during the earl] boyln
the Doctor.
1

rl

t~

of the officers,

who were

sent

Libby

to

being incarcerated there until liberated by Sherman on his march to the sea.
the
close of the war the Doctor loAt
cated at Tatesville, Kentucky, where he enprison,

in the drug business for frv
which he sold his store and entered
American
where
Eclectic College, at Cincinnati. Chi'
be was graduated in 1879.
He then returned to Tatesville. where he entered upon
the practice of medicine, remaining until the
autumn of 1873. when he located in AsherIn 1S04 he left that place,
ville, Kansas.
going to Ada, Ottawa county, which was his
place of abode until September, [900, when
he came to Minneapolis and established an
office ami a home for his family.
In 1870 Dr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Mahala \Y. Sloan, a daughter
of C. W. and Mary (Tate) Sloan, a native
of Pulaski county, Kentucky, and a representative of one of the old families of that
state.
To the Doctor and his wife have been

gaged

after

upon

a course of medicine in the

.

born seven children, as follows: Alice, who
married L. O. H. Slusher, a Baptist minister
Kansas; Susan, the wife of X.
el a,
lb Peck, depot agent at
Meade, Kansas;
the wife of J. H. Coleman, a
ret,
ite man of Keokuk. Iowa; Minnie,
a milliner

and also

a teacher of music, re-
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1900,

28,

ful)

years

Nina, who died
age of twenty-one

her parents;

with

siding

at

tin.*,

R

;

jje'r

of the

West-

German

stanch
ni.

,

I

are consistent members of the Merhopiso pal church, and the former belongs i" Point Isabel Lodge, F. & A. M.,
te is also a membi
K< ntuckj
1

I

E

tott

.

Li

Post,

1

In-

taiiK d

I

dge, X". 309, I. O.O. F. and Griffin
\da. Kansas. Although
\. R., of

r.

mparatively a new ci mer in Minneapolis his previous residence in Ada had
made him well known in the county and
he is here recognized as a valuable citizen
as well as -killed medical practitioner.

state to

Ken-

•

idence u

re

epetitii »n to his pii

1

meer ex-

Macoupin county,

10

>i

wit'c
jjisi

1

Sh

Peter

lineage.

m the old Keystone
where he was a pioni

ved fn

tuck)

ern Union telegraph office at Chickasha, Indian Territory; and James A., a liveryman
cti r
and his
he
pf Keokuk, Iowa.
I

123

tllimois,

abiding until about
his

when

[853,

he took up

residi

county,

tl

er.

U was

I

and was one

1

those

f

iione< rs

sti

advanced ground

taken

who

in

for-

warding the progress of civilizati u, a man
of strong character and one who o mmanded
unqualified respect and confidence,
lie devoted his life to the work of his trade and
:
to farming, and was one of the
pioneers of both Kentucky and Illin
became the fathei
ten childi
-

1

ERASTUS SHORE.
The name borne by

the subject of this

is "tie that has long been identified
with the annals of American history, and in
each successive generation have been found

sketch

tatives

who

st

1

for sterling integ-

nseeuth e and well di
and the highest order of citkenship all these elements being dominant
se of the gentleman whose name
initiate- this review, and who is one of the
and influential farmers and stock
of Barber county, where he conrations upon an extensive scale.
having a large landed estate in section 18.
McAdoo township, and having contributed
in no small degree to the advancement and

pected industry

—

1

favored section
Sunflower state, where he has main-

material prosperity of this
bf

tlie

tained his

home

for a

sere

of years.

William Shore
Martha (Rhodes) Shore.
was born in Todd county, Kentucky, on the
6th of March, 1829, the son
f Peter Shore,
wdio was probably b< rn in Pennsylvania,
where the familv was established in an early
1

ch

oi

nal

histi ry,

being

1

of

received

namely

Thomas

:

K..

this

who was

a

veteran of the Civil war. and win
Jklahoma, also dein fanning in
voting attention to the carpenter trade;
Marion, a farmer near Shermai
(

Union

a

soldier in the

participating

war

of the Rebellion,

in thirty-six batl

wound; and

ing without a
wife of Louis Whittaker, a merchant
Litchfield. Illinois.
Of those deceased
Ti
offer the following data
I

of

we

:

in
[887, having
the real estate
America, the date and place of whose death

California,

ties,

been engaged
are not

known

in

;

1

I

California argonauts of the memorable days
of '49 and who died there in the eai
Albert, who is a merchant in Litchfield, Illithere about the year [862
died in that place in his youth: and the
other- did not live to attain years of ma;

Mr. Shore is a native of the state of Illihi is, having been born on the parental farmstead, in Montgomery county, on the 27th
of November, [853, the son of William and

epi

sketch,

f

according
by the subject

ng^,

li

formation

of

turity.

William Shore, the father of our subject,
a mere child when the family removed
Brighton, Illinois, and he was reared to
the sturdy discipline of the pioneer farm and
follow agricultural pursuits
ti
In
M;
maturity.
lining

was
ti

county,

Illinois,

ied, in

185

1.

ti
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Martha Rhodes, who was burn in Kentucky,
about the year 1831, the daughter of John

educational discipline in the public schools.
the age of twenty-three years he gave
inception to his independent career by en-

At

who was likewise a native of that
whence he emigrated to Macoupin

state,

gaging

in farming operations on a tract of
land adjoining the homestead, and thus continued until 1882.
In the meanwhile, on
March 7. 1878. he was united in marriage
to Miss Kittie R. Lipe. who was born in
that county, the daughter of Noah and Elizabeth (Weller) Lipe. Noah Lipe was bom

county, Illinois, in the early '30s, being a
clergyman of the Baptist church and one
of the pioneer ministers of that county,
where he also engaged in farming. He died
in
at the age of eighty-four years. Af871
i,

1

marriage William Shore removed
county, where he entered a
tract if government land and where he made
his home for forty years, engaged in farming and stock raising, and eventually becomhis

ter

to

Montgomery

£

and

influential

citizens

of

North

Carolina, on

years he removed to Montgomery
county. Illinois, with his parents, and there,
at the age of twenty- four, on the 12th of

May, 1842, was solemnized

his marriage
Miss Elizabeth Weller, who was born

that

where he died on the 3d
In politics he was a stanch

Illinois,

of March, 1891.

county.

fifteen

ing the owner of an entire section of land,
while he was known as one of the upright,
successful

Cabarrus

in

the 20th of January, 1S18, being the son of
John and Rachel Lipe. and at the age of

1

Ohio April

to
in

coming to Illinois with
her parents when she was eighteen vears of

Republican.
His first wife died in 1856,
leaving two children. Erastus, the subject* of
this sketch; and Edward, who is engaged
in business at Joplin, Missouri.
The father

age.
in

life

came

married Lydia Carriker, who was born
North Carolina, the daughter of Louis A.
and Louisa Carriker. and of this union six
children were born, namely:
Martha, the
wife of Hiram House, a farmer of Montgomery county, Illinois: Charles W., who
when last heard from was engaged in farming in the Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory: William X.. also a farmer of Mont-

11. 1822,

Noah Lipe passed the residue of
Montgomery count}', where he

a successful farmer and influential

his

beciti-

later

zen, his death occurring in 1884, while his

in

devoted wife survived until 1891, both having been consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal church, while he was a Republican in politics. His grandparents. God"
frey and Barbara Lipe. were probably natives of Germany, and unon coming to
America they located in Pennsylvania,
whence they later emigrated to Cabarrus
county. North Carolina, where the former
became a prominent farmer and grain
grower. Here his son. John, grandfather of
Mrs. Shore, was born, about the year 1789,
and after attaining maturity was there married, and in the early '30s he removed to
Illinois, where he passed the residue of his
long and useful life, having attained advanced age and having lived to see the

gomery county. Illinois; Hattie. the wife
of John Van Zant. a farmer of Christian
county, that state; Olive, who is unmarried
and who resides on the old homestead; and
one daughter who died in childhood. Mrs.
Lydia Shore died in April. 1872. and subsequently William Shore consummated a
third marriage, Mary Sorrell becoming his
wife, and she still resides on the old homestead in Montgomery comity, where also
reside three of her "four children, whose
names are as follows: Frank, a farmer of
mery county. Illinois; Jesse, who is
in farming in Minnesota; John,
wild remains on the old homestead, a- does
the one daughter. Emma.
Erastus Shore, the immediate subject of
this review, was reared on the old farmstead
in his native county, where he received his

youngest of his children married, while all
were living at the time of his demise, in
November, 1S57.
His wife, Rachel, nee
Blackwelder. was also a native of Cabarrus
county. North Carolina, where she was born
in the year 1793, and she attained a venerable age, passing

also

Ti

J

is

awav November

worthy of particular note

30. 1881.

in the con-

nection that at the time of her death she had
the remarkable progeny of thirteen children,
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one hundred and thirty-one grandchildren,
i!
grandchildren and r
grandl

1

making

children,

a

four hundred

of

total

i

were Barbara, kelson, Allen.
William. Elizabeth,

1

a

[elena,

and

I

irl

wheat and

rious
n

Martha J., who
age of six months; John \\
age
Lorenzo D,.
of
sixteen
the

at

the

..

died at

tanner

Mary

:

E

1

Montgomery county,

Illinois;

M.. the wife of P. L. Dodge, of l'ana.

who was born December
i our
i- the wife
subject; Charles
fanner of Montgomery county; Anwho became the wife of lame- Sim,

Illim is; Kittie R.,
5,

[852,

E.. a
gelia.

beir

Kansas

his earlier years in

Angeles, California:

who

land

In-

of

ers.

)iana.

1

who died in that county; Alice, the
wife of James D. Parsons, a farmer and
stockman residing in Wichita, Kansas; Etta.
•lie wife of J"hn Shear, a farmer of Chey-

and

of

which ab
thousand are under effective cultix

Delia.

Mrs. Shore was one of a famil)
namely: Columbia J., a

a

total

)i

three thousand acres, of

[er children

Ella,

northwestern part of

the

in

while

hip.

n

hn G

Ji

children,

died

hundred acres

1125

In

hi

altering

re.

and good management, he has fully
!n- fortunes, and is km >w
of the most
progressive and pi
farmer- and st< ickmen of this
ducting operati
extensive scale
and being honored for his inflexibli
Mr. Sir ire
rity and straightforward course.
his own, and
herd
cattle
>f
each year feeds several hundred b
others. About
he inaugurated
the raising of thoroughbred Englishshire
and Norman draft horses for the market.
and he has done a large and success
1

31

1

1

1

<i

I

ne--

in tin- line,

shipping Iris fine stock prinand securing the highest

ka; and Xettie. who
died when about one Near f age.
year
About one
prior to his marriage

cipally

had purchased a farm of
eighty acre-, and to this he added from time
to time, made excellent improvements and

time.

one
hi irses
at
>f
two carloads
has about one hundred head at
the present time, and has attained a high reputation in this branch of his enterprise, his

there continued in agricultural pursuits until

horses being

•

Sli^re

when he came to Kansas and
where he was
Grea

the year 1882.
located

iii

m

.

farming and stock raising for a

four years, at the expiration of
which he came to Earlier county and located
in McAdoo township, at a point three miles
E

There he
south of his present homestead.
secured a quarter section by pre-emption,
and added to the same by the purchase of
thirteen hundred acres, all in one body, and
upon this estate he made the best of improvements and was successfully engaged in
farming and stock growing until 1897. havwever, sold a portion of the farm in
1892, and having made a transfer of the
balance two years later.
Previous to
changing his location he had purchased mr
hundred acres of his present farmstead, and
here he took up his abode in 1897. since
which time he has added eighty acres to
the h* me farm and also purchased eight
fi

market

to

Illinois

prices,

lie has

shipped on several
•

5

He

among

be found in
and great care being

the best b

this section of the state

taken in the selection of the be
breeding purposes. In conned
farming operations our subject en
average of three men during the enl
The improvements on the place incl
excellent residence and other buildi
the attractiveness of the home is ei
trees, while the
by a fine grovi
general air of thrift and prosperity
''•

the enterprise and well directed
the owner.

He

is

and gives his support to
advanced for the general goo
titude

effi

rts

1

E

public-spirited in his atall

n

allegiance being accorded to the Re]
party, in which he has been a deli

various convenl
sought public office, he was prevailed upon
to become a candidate fi >r the officeship treasurer, to which he was elected, giving a careful and able administratis

1
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fiscal

affairs of the township.

he

identified with

is

Modern Woodmen
Pratt canity, which

His wife

is

Fraternally

Coats Lodge. Xo. 1703
of the World,
is

a devoted

at

('Mats.

his postoffice address.

member

of the Meth-

Their seven chilEpiscopal church.
dren all remain at the parental home, their
names, in order of birth, being- as follows:
Homer, Howard', Flora, Otis, Glenn. John

odist

and

HOWARD
One

E.

STOXE.

improved and attractive
Sharon township. Barber county,
that owned by the gentleman
whose name appears above, and th< ugh he
has been a resident of the county for a
of the well

is

comparatively short interval he has gained
recognition as an enterprising and progressive

young business man, and

is

clearly en-

titled to representation in this compilaitii n.

Mr. Stone is a native of the state of Illinois, having been born on a farm near Geneseo, Henry county, on the 2d of May, 1875,
the son

Daniel F. Stone, wdiose death
Medicine Lodge. Kansas, on
was born
where he
was reared to the sturdy discipline of the
farm and there married Catherine Shoe-

occurred

Howard

E. Stone has passed practically

his entire life within the confines of the state

of Kansas, having been reared on the old
homestead in Rice county, and having re-

ceived his educational training in the schools
of that locality.
In 1899 he came to Barber county and here in 1901 was solemnized

Olive.

Kansas,

The father was a man of
was animated by the utmost
integrity of purpose and his word was as
good as any bond that was ever fortified by
signature and seal.
with her mother.

genial presence,

of

in

the 12th of September. 1901.
He
rd county. Pennsylvania,

his marriage to Miss Ethel Gibson, wdio is
one of the nine children of W. P. and Olive
Gibson, the others being as follows
Hattie
the wife of William Schrock
Anna,
Goldie, Pearl, Frances, Earl. Leslie and
Raymond. Mrs. Stone's father is one of
the prominent and influential citizens of
Barber county, of which he is an honored
pioneer, and here she was reared and educated.
Mr. and Mrs. Stone became the parem- of one son, Edgar E., who died in in:

(

)

.

fancy.

Mr. Stone has a fine farm of two hundred and eighty acres, well improved with
a good house, barn, orchard, grove and othej
equipments indicative of prosperity and
careful management.
He is a Republican
in politics and is one of the highly esteemed
young men of bis township.

maker, who was likewise born in the old
Keystone state and who now maintains her
home in Medicine Lodge. They removed
from Pennsylvania to Henry county. Illinois,

IOHX
Among

E.

EWART.

where they lived until 1S79. when they
came to Rice county. Kansas, where thev

men whose depth of
character and strict adherence to principle

maintained their home for many years, the
father of our subject' becoming a successful
farmer and stock grower. A short time hefore his death they took up their resdence
in Medicine Lodge. Barber county.
Thev

excite the admiration of his contemporaries.

became the parents of eight children, namely:
Harry M.; Louisa, the wife of Clark
Conklin. of Lyons, this state: Florence, the
wife of Tames Hall, of Barber county: William, who died in childhood: Daniel, a resident of Medicine Lodge; Frederick, who
likewise resides in this county, as do also
Frank, our subject: and Maude, who resides

the earnest

Mr. Ewart is prominent. In a quiet, unostentatious way he has done much for the
development of Minneapolis and is to-day
one of the most prosperous representative
business men. A native of County Antrim.
Ireland, he was born in 1862 and is one of
eight children whose parents were Alexander
and Sarah McBride) Ewart, also natives
of the Emerald Isle.
In 1805 the family
came to America, taking up their abode in
Lake county, Illinois, and subsequently removing to Iowa, where they lived upon a
(

BIOGRAPHICAL
In [876 they came to
ok up a
Fountain township.
The
father retired from farm life in [889 and
established a home in Minneapolis, where
ining daj - were passed, his death
His wife still survives
occurring in 1890.
him and is now living in Kansas City with
son
and
daughter.
a

farm for nine years.

claim, located

John

in

1

and in the schools of
he pursued his education.

the briny deep

Kansas

Iowa and

He work

eighteen years of
age. when not desiring to follow the plow
as a life ccupation he lefl hi me and
a clerkship in the employ of the firm of Suthis

farm

father's

ton

,

mployes

1

f

ned

a
s

W. Bahr and

to J.

II

hi- politi

1-

litician
ut

1

Republi

a

t aspirant
with

i<

r

1

iffice.

I

[e

in life

but through his

has built up a lucra-

eader in his
enterprising and ind

lie

line,

nducts a
neat and well appointed -tore, and brooks
ercome by honis

d

]

commercial

closely to the ethic- of

life,

and

business record, his public history and
his private life arc alike above reproach.
his

partnership with Matthew
era! mercantile establish-

months later Mr. Johnston and
were dn wned while cp ssing
stream, and after his death Mr.

Ewart

ntinued the business

c

f

connection

and John Elston, under the
E. Ewart & Company. The

father

name

in

J.

ed in 1890 and Mr. Elston's health
ut the
that they cl« -ed
Mr. Ewart, of this review, then purchased
farm and
Adamkii'-wn
as
the
Jack
what is
engaged in dairying and stock raising. In
'•
wever, he embarked in his presenl
[895,
1

and as proprietor of the Ewart
he is doing a large and profitable business, having the leading gn cerj
in the
wn.
In [885 Mr. Ewart was united in marMiss Minnie E., a daughtei
and Jane R. Elston, natives of Indiana.
They are the happy parents of two interest-

I

in eery

t

little

Oh<
J^hn Louis, born

si
1

parent- are
I

ns

:

among

,

in

the prominent

citizens of

"

bi

1898.

rn

GREENVILLE
When we

in

Two

ment

ing

the

at

the house.

[885 be embarked in the grocery busi;,
small scale.
i- own account on a
ness
In

Cash

services

Ewart also belongs

Son, general merchants, with whom
the most
ned for five \

&

firm

tend

until

•

and they altern
two churches.
Mr.
to the Fraternal Aid and
ers of Justice, and in

of the Baptist church

Ewart was only three years of

E.

HI

ject

CAVANAUGH.

W.

revert to the fact that the sub-

^i this review

has been a resident of

Kansas for a period of thirl
me- evident that he merits
1

cation

among

the

th<

pi<

state,

while he is to-day recognized as one of the
farmi
progressive and successful
mty, having a
well improved and highly productive farm
of four hundred and thirty-two
Medicine Lodge township, while
Like man} others
office address is Sharon.
.

I

who have become
with the industrial
state,

prominently
of

life

Mr. Cavanaugh

the

himself a

is

identified

Sunflower
n;

of the middle west, having been born in
Pleasanton, Decatur county, Iowa, on the
13th of February, [860, being one of the

two children of Charles Wesley Cavanaugh,
born in the state of Ohio, where
and educated and whence he
\t

war

the outbreak of the

of the Rebellion he

showed

his intrin-

in

The

service in an
ficed

at

ind ha\

his

life

e

a very large circle of friends here. He is a
member of the Presbyterian church, his wife

Iowa regiment, and he
in

his country's cause,
1

at

Arkansas,

sacri-

meetin

the

March. [864. when In
the untimely age of twenty-five

E

away

na,
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His widow, whose maiden name was
Crawford, still survives and makes her

years.

home in Sharon. Barber county, Kansas, and
is now Mrs. Wolgamott.
The sister of our
subject is America Viola, who is now the
wife of Willard Barbour, of Greene cunt}'.
Missouri.
Greenville \Y. Cavanaugh, to whom this
sketch is dedicated, was reared and educated

Sedgwick and Harvey counties. Kansas.
where his nn ither had resided after the death

in

of her husband.
ities

practical responsibil-

upon him. and
advantages were of neces-

of life earlv devolved

his educational
sity

The

very limited in scope.

He

early

began

work nn various ranches and finally as a
young man became identified with the merto

cantile
ters at

ued

and transfer business with headquarGreensburp\ Kansas, and he contin-

in that line of enterprise

for a period

of ten years, within which he had informed
himself in regard to the attractions of this
section of the state, which was then held as

Cheyenne and Arapahoe Inreserve, and when the country was
opened for settlement he located in Barber
county as a pioneer farmer and stock
grower, and has kept pace with the work of
development and progress, thus becoming
one of the successful and influential citizens
of this section, where he is honored for his
integrity of character and genial manners.
a portion of the

dian

In politics he gives his stanch allegiance to
the Republican party, and he and his wife
hold membership in the United Brethren

church.
In 1878 Mr.

Cavanaugh was united

in

Miss Letitia Crawford, of Sedgwick. Harvey county, Kansas.
Their children are: Charles E.. who is a valiant soldier in the regular army of the United
States, having been with Admiral Dewey in
the battle of Manila, and being still in military service in the Philippines and James
AY. and Greenville A., who remain at the
parental home.
Anna died as a result of
an accident. On the 25th of February, 1897,
Mr. Cavanaugh consummated a second
union, being then married to Miss Anna B.
She was
Dillon, then residing in Sharon.
born in Zanesville. Ohio, but was reared and
marriage

to

;

educated in Fulton. Whiteside county, Illinois, being the daughter of William B. and
Ellen (Izzard) Dillon, now of Osl
Iowa.

1,

ABRAHAM DETTWEILER.
Harvey county. Kansas,
the possession of

many

is

fortunate in

citizens of

German

who have

been influential toward its
development and prosperity. One such citizen is the subject of this sketch, whose
hi me-tead is in section 3, Halstead b >\\ nship
and whose post-office address is Halstead.
Abraham Dettweiler was born in Babirth

varia, Germany, May 29, 1845.
His father,
Jacob Dettweiler, was born in the same place
in Bavaria, in 1800, and died there in 1844
(before our subject was born), leaving a
widow and three children, one of whom is
Abraham. The other son, Jacob, is a farmer in Germany, and the daughter Mary married a man named Miller and also lives in
The mother of these chilthe fatherland.
dren, who was born about 1804. died at the
age of about seventy-five years, in 1879.
Mr. Dettweiler's father was a tenant
farmer, and after his father's death his
mother continued farming, with the assist^
ance of her sons, who thus learned the practical side of the business as it is taught in
Germany. In 1872 Mr. Dettweiler came to
America and reached St. Clair county, Illinois, without a dollar with which either to

bless

1

month

r

feed himself.

for

He worked

German farmers

out by the

until iSjS.

when

he went to Kansas and settled on a quarter
section of land in section 3, Halstead township, which is now his homestead.
Mr. Dettweiler was married November
17. 1878. to Miss Anna Fast, a native of
Poland, who came to America with her parWilliam Fast, who married
ents in 1874.
Mary Cleaver, farmed in Marion county,
Kansas, until 1886, when they removed to
Harvey county, where Mr. Fast died, in the
spring of 1899. aged eighty-three years;
Mrs. Fast. September 2, 1890. aged sev-

enty-two years.

They had

six children, of

MR.

AND

MRS.

ABRAHAM DKTTWEILER.
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whom

they

reared

three

Welhelm

womanhood:

to

manhood and

Fast,

a

-">n.

(

In

hi-

i

129

farm he grows ever}

hundred bushels of wheal and
-i"d bushels of corn a- hiHi- Stock consists of twent) head of rattle,
ten horse- and a few Poland
!hina hogs.
teen

;

Burrton township, who bad eight children:
Mrs. Dettweiler; and Mary, who married
Henry Dahlem, has eighl children and lives
in Oklahoma.
By a previous marriage to a
man named Everett, Mrs. Fast had two
sons:
John Everett, a farmer. if Halstead
township, win has had twelve children, ten
of whom are living; and Frank
farmer who lives near Halstead, who has
nine children.
Mr. ami Mrs. Dettweiler
have hail borne to them nine children, all
of whom are living, who are here mentioned
in the 'filer of their nativity:
William I-'..
now twenty-two years old. is well educated
and ha- entered upon a career as a farmer.
Edward A., who enjoyed like educational
advant ges, is, it the age ^i twenty years,
Daniel J. is fifteen
engaged in farming.
year- old: Adolph C, thirteen; Walter M..
eleven
Carl A., nine: Elmer R., seven;
!

1

1

(

Mr. Dettweiler and hi- family are
ber- of the Mennonite church,
h
he

is

R< publican.

.1

mem-

M

weiler is a young and sprightl) won
sidering that -he ha- borne and reared nine
and she and her husband arc justly
proud of their -on- and daughters, who are

children,
dutiful,

and industrious.
Mr.
young men of excep-

intelligent

Dettweiler'- -on. arc

and bid fair to take rank among
the leading fanner- of Harvey county. While
not active as a politician Mr. Dettweiler is
tional ability

influential in local affair-

ways demonstrated

and ha-

in

that he possesses

many
much

public spirit.

:

Edna Amanda,

five:

Mary

JAMES

S., three.

Mr. Dettweiler began his career in Kansas a- a farmer on unbroken and treeless
prairie land, and now has a well cultivated
farm amply provided with shade and orchard tree- which he set out with his own
hands.
His first bouse was a little box
structure covering a ground space of twelve
by fourteen feet but at that time it was the
best house on the section, sod houses and
dug-outs prevailing in all the country round
about.
In that small building he and his
family were domiciled for twenty years, until
he bad erected his tine two-story, sixli- red barn, which
use.
ground space of -ixteen by thirty-two feet,
was erected in 1886. and be has granaries,
corn-cribs and other outbuildings.
Devoting himself to mixed crops, he runs a thresher in season, having owned a good machine
for ten years, in the operation of which he
:

1

1

has been successful. It is the third thresher
that he has owned, a thoroughly up-to-date
machine, which cost him three tl

and is provided with a self-feeding
apparatus, an automatic blower and a cyclone stacker.
He threshes from fifty to

dollars,

sixty-five

thousand bushels of grain a sea71

The

soldier laid

II.

WARREN.

which the American
the implements of warfare

with

facility

down

at the close of the great conflict

bo

northern and southern state- and adapted
himself at once to the pur-nits of civil life.
has been the wonderment of all natii
scarcely less surprising than gratifying to
the American people themselves.
The subject of tin- -ketch was one who donned the

uniform and fought bravely for the
"Id flag, and he is also one of those who.
after the war had closed, look up the burden of life bravely and gained distinctive

blue

which peace ever ha- in -lore for
the courage and persisteface
Mr. Warren
not only one if the hi mi ired veti

victories

those

who have

to strive for the desired goal.
is

1

the civil war. hut

is

a

man whose whole

life

has been guided by worthy motives, involving his preferment in positions of trust and
gaining to him the most unqualified confi-

dence and esteem. He is one
ful farmer- and stock grower- of Barber
county. Kansas, of which he i- a
having been numbered among the earliest
settler- in what is now Sharon
I

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
having contributed in a distinctive way to
and material upbuilding of
now prosperous section of the Sunflower

the development
this

state.

Air. Warren was born in Roane county,
Tennessee, on the 28th of December, 1835,
being a scion of stanch old Virginia stock,

havinf located in the Old Doin an early epoch of our national hiswhile representatives in both the paternal lines have been prominent in the annals of the republic.
John Warren, father
of our subject, was born in Tennessee, being
a son of Jacob Warren, who was a native
of Virginia, making it certain beyond peradventure that the family was there founded
The
prior to the war of the Revolution.
his ancestors

minion
tory,

maiden name of our subject's mother was
Mary Harrison, and she was of the same
family stock as General William Henry Harrison, president of the United States, and
grandfather of the late President Benjamin F. Harrison. Mrs. Warren was a
daughter of james Harrison, of Virginia,
who rendered valiant service as a soldier in
John and Mary
the early Indian wars.

Warren became
namely:

the parents of nine children,
Eliza, Elizabeth, El-

James H.,

Margaret, William, Pene-

vira. Clementine.

Of the number two are livlope and John.
at the present time, William, who is
now deceased, having been a valiant soldier
ing

Union 'army during the Civil war.
number among the pioneers of Texas, having removed to that state
in [855, locating in Smith county, where
in

the

The

parents were

they passed the remainder of their lives,
each attaining advanced age. John Warren

was a man of
marked force of
teemed for

his

individuality and
character, honored and esand his

distinct

inflexible integrity

unflagging industry.
to agricultural

He

pursuits,

devoted his
in

politics

life

was a

Whig and was a stanch supporter of the
Union cause during the dark days that culminated in the secession of the southern
states and precipitated the Civil war.
Tames H. Warren, the immediate subject of this sketch, was reared and educated
in his native state, where he remained until
he had attained the age of twenty years,

when he went

to Missouri.

He

had received

excellent educational advantages
a number of years he

fi <r

the day,

and for

was a successful teacher in the public schools of Missouri.
-Finally he rejoined his parents in
Texas, where he remained until the outbreak of the Rebellion, when his intrinsic
loyalty and patriotism were quickened into
decisive action, leading him to tender his
services in support of the integrity of the
republic.
When the civil conflict became

an assured fact Mr. Warren came to Missouri and entered the service of the United
States.
He was associated with Martin D.
Hart in the raising of a company in Texas,
and acted as an officer and scout, reporting
to General Herron, at Springfield, Missouri,
whither he came with his company of Texas
Rangers, as they were familiarly called and

known.

Warren

On

the 22d of April.

enlisted as a private in

1863, Mr.

Company

Second Kansas Cavalry, which was

mand

He

of Colonel Cloud.

active service until victory

in

F,

com-

continued in

had crowned the

Union arms, having received

his honorable

discharge at Lawrence, Kansas, on the 22d
of June, 1865. and having made a fine record as a valiant and faithful soldier, ever

post of duty and ever ready to respond
any demand made upon him in connecwhich he had

at the
t<>

tion with furthering the cause

so loyally espoused.

He

still

retains a deep

fraternal interest in his old comrades in
arms and is prominently identified with the
Grand Army of the Republic, heing a mem-

ber of Eldred Post, at Medicine Lodge.
During his military career Mr. Warren participated in the battles of Prairie Grove,
Saline river, in the conflict with the forces
of General Price at Camden. Missouri, and
in

numerous engagements with

the Confed-

command of General John
Marmaduke. in Missouri and Arkansas.
The Second Kansas Cavalry saw much acerate troops under
S.

tive

and arduous service

in

connection with

the guerillas and bushwhackers,
invested Missouri and other sections where the division of sentiment was

repelling

who

so

and pronounced in regard to justwo causes, and its interposition
was also demanded in guarding the United

so distinct

tice of the
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Mr. Warren received his disF( >r1
ribson, Lawrence count)
Kansas, and thereafter he returned to Polk
bounty, Missouri, where he continued to
make his home until 1880, when he became
if
Barber o >unt) Kan
pi< meers
sas. where he owns a quarter section of exand in Sharon township, the same
being improved with a good residence and
other buildings, and being devoted to general agriculture and stuck growing, in which
he lias attained marked success through his
able and well directed efforts, while during
the long years he has shown a constant and
lively interest in all that has tended to promote the general welfare and the substantial
the community, giving his supi
States mails.

<

.

1

i

.

1

lorl
good government, education, religion
and the various other elements which make
for good.
In politics he was originally identified
w ith the Whig party, but he transferred his
allegiance to the Republican party at the
time of its organization and has ever since
been an ardent advocate of its cause, and in
1901 was elected to the office of township
treasurer, of which he is the present incumbent.
He has also given effective service
as constable and as a member of the school
He is a prominent
board of his district.
member and earnest worker of the Christian church, of which he is an elder and of
which his wife also is a devoted member.
He is a man of broad mental grasp and
kindly nature, winning to him stanch and
lasting friendships and holding unequivocal
confidence and esteem.
'.'

In Hickory county, Missouri, in the
year 1865, was solemnized the marriage of
Mr. Warren to Miss Anna Starkey, daughter of John and Mary (Hendricks) Starkey,
natives of Tennessee, she being a relative of
the late Thomas A. Hendricks, formerly
governor of Indiana and vice-president of
the United States.
Both parents are deceased.

Mr. and Mrs. Warren have had

seven children, namely: Meta, a successful
teacher of Barber county; Tennessee, the
wife of M. S. McMurtry Ida, who became
the wife of Geddes
Cunningham
Josephine, the wife of L. D. White; Karen, the
;

;

1131

f
wife
T. O. Ward: Frank, who is one of
the popular teachers in the public schools of
1

count)

this

;

and Emma, who became the

wife of Ross Graham, and her death occurred in [901. All of the children
and all have merited
dlicatii
the high esteem in which they have been
being prominent
family
uniformly held, the
-

i

:

in

the best social life of the

community.

WILLIAM BROWN.
The Enon
hundred
count

v.

stock farm, o mprising seven

Sharon township, Barber
recognized as one of the finest
this section, and thn ugh the

acres, in
is

properties

in

effort-

its

of

proprietor.

much has been done

William

Brown,

to advance the live

sti

>ck

industry in the state, since he dtevo
cial attention to the breeding and raising of

thoroughbred Shorthorn cattle and pure-bred
Poland-China swine. In connection with his
enterprise he has gained a wide reputation
for his farm and is known as one fi the progressive and representative business men of
Barber county, where he has maintained

home since the year 1885. le is entitled
to consideration as one of the pioneers of
Kansas, for he came to the state in 1S70,

his

I

and has ever since resided within

it-

1

r-

ders.

Mr.

Lumpkin

Brown was bom
county,

Dal
Georgia, in the year [834,
in

being the son of George Brown, who was
born in South Carolina, to which state his
father, Amos Brown, had emigrab
Scotland, his native land. The maiden name
of our subject's mother was Lucinda Littleton, and she likewise was born in South
Carolina. She died in Georgia at the age of
seventy-five years, and her husband lived to
attain the venerable age of eighty-five years,
his life to fanning in Geor-

having devoted

death occurred.
He was a
of sterling character and was a deacon
which his wife also
was a devoted member. They became the
Sarah,
parents of ten children, namely:
William. Mary, Amos, Richard, Alice. Cargia, wdiere his

man

in the Baptist church, of

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Rebecca. Washington and one who
Of the family eight childied in infancy.
dren are living at the present time.
William Brown was reared on the old
oline.

homestead farm and received

his early educa-

tional training in the schools of the vicinity.

After leaving the farm he became identified
with railroad work, and for a number of
years was an engineer on the railway line between Dalton. Georgia, and Knoxville, TenIn 1870 Mr. Brown came to Wichinessee.
ta. Kansas, which was then a small village.
while this section of the state was practically unreclaimed from the primitive wilds.

He located in Sumner county, where he engaged in farming and stock-growing, and
where he maintained his home for a period
of about fifteen years, having come to Barber camty in the year 1885. as has already
been stated. He purchased his land in Sharon township and to the same he has since
added until he now has a fine landed estate
of seven hundred acres, all of which he
bought, while he has made the best of impri vements on the farm, including a sub-

and his religious faith is that of the
Baptist church, of which his wife als
is a
zealous member.
In the year 1865 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Brown to Miss Elizabeth Ta-

party,

tnm. who was born in North Carolina, being the daughter of Buckner and Behethlum
Sherriff
Tatum, natives of North Carolina.
Both parents died in Barber e unty,
Kansas, the father living to> the patriarchal
age of ninety-four years, and having been
the oldest man in the county.
His wife
passed away at the age of eighty-four, both
having been devout and consistent members
of the Baptist church, in which Mr. Tatum
was a deacon for many years. In politics
he gave his support to the Democratic party.
)

(

Of

their eleven children eight are yet living.

Mr. and Mrs. Brown have three children,
namely: Dawson W., who is a successful
farmer and stock-grower of Sharon b nvnship; Florence J., the wife of Frederick
Licklyter, of this county; and James, a resident of Oklahoma.

and commodious residence and other
and on the place are to be found
an excellent orchard and a fine groove of

stantial

buildings,
trees.

He

has a considerable portion of his
effective cultivation, but he has

farm under

devoted his attention more particularly to
the raising of fine stock, his herd of Shorthorn cattle being one of the best in this section of the state, while he has also attained
a high reputation as a breeder of PolandChina swine of the finest type. Progressive in his methods and conducting his business with marked discrimination and ability,
Mr. Brown has attained a high degree of

and his prosperity is well merited.
since it comes as the result of his own industry and good management, and has been
secured by worthy means, his sterling characteristics having gained for him the unqualified confidence and esteem of all who

success,

know

him.

interest in

He
all

has ever manifested a lively

that concerns the progress and

material prosperity of the county, and has
contributed his quota to the work of devel-

opment and advancement.

Brown

gives

his

support

In politics Mr.
to the Populist

ROLAND

B.

HARVEY.

D. D. S.

One

of the most marked characteristics
of America is the prominence of her young
men in business, professional and p liticaj
life.
In no other country are the young men

found so largely

at

the front, controlling

public interests, leading extensive

commer-

and industrial concerns and upholding
In the dental
professional advancement.
cial

fraternity of Ottawa county Dr. Harvey
has already gained a position of distil ction
which is indicative of his skill and a!
his chosen field of endeavor.
In Camden. Illinois, in 1872. he was
born unto Dr. George E. and Mary B. BaHis paternal grandfather was
sin) Harvey.
a native of Virginia, and was a physician by
Dr. George E. Harvey was
profession.
born in Indiana, whence he removed west(

ward to Illinois and Iowa. In his youth he
attended the public schools and later he enE
Keol
liege
tered the Keokuk Medical
kuk, Iowa, and later practiced medicine and

G

1

BIOGR.U'llh.lL HIST< AT.
rilim

in

as.

remaine

188

>,

when

McPhersi

n,

came

he

where

s

Junctii

n

;

11

Salina,

\\

City.

ith

hi-

In

189

where he died

in

His

A.

.

Kansas; Jennie. Ray and Qarare with their mother in Salina.

education in the graded school of Junction
City, Kansas, and in [895 entered upon a
course of dental surgery in the Chicago DenSubsequently he became a intal College.
dent in the dental department of Marion
Symmes College, where he was graduated
in iSmS.
He located in Perry. Oklahoma,
remaining there for seven months, after
which he came to Minneapolis and secured
the dental rooms of Dr. Martin, win mi he
in practice.
He is descended fr< mi
a long line of ancestors connected with the
medical fraternity, his father being
five brothers, four of whom were representaOther members of
the profession.
tives
1

1

the family likewise engaged in the practice
of the healing art. and an inherited tendency may have had something to do with R< land Harvey's choice of a profession, fur al-

though his work is somewhat of a divergence from the regular line, it is still in a
manner a department <f the healing art.
where ne's energies are concentrated along
but one line. With the rapid progress which
has heen made in the dental profession he
keeps in touch and is familiar with the latest and nmst improved methods of caring
for and preserving the teeth.
His ability
has gained for him a liberal patn nage
which is constantly growing and already he
has passed beyond mediocrity to
a

'he successful representatives of his

idling.

The

Doctor

To

Mor-

The Other member of the family is Mr.
B. Harvey, who pursued his literal)

to

Mini

and

social

CLUDAS,

1..

man

a

and

circle-,

M. D.

of Strong character.

individuality and

laudable ambition

— qual-

which are characteristic of Dr. Cludas
would he impossible to remain stationary in any walk of lift.-, and it i- this which
has led the Doctor to long since leave mediocrity and advance beyond the many t>>
ities

—

it

stand

among

the successful

He

few.

is

a

prominent representative of the medical profession in Ottawa count}-, and i- now enjoying a large and lucrative practio
taw a county. He is yet a young man. but
has attained success which many an older
practitioner might well envy.

The
in

rn in Chicago, Illinois,

>
1

[872, and

is

of

German

ternal grandfather

man army.
dius,

The

1

was an

riginal

during

but

changed

to

its

the
present

fi

Mi- pa-

lineage.

officer in the Ger-.

name was

I

>e

"lau-

l

Prussian war was
They are denn.

scendants of a branch of the Napoleon family.
William Cludas. the father of our subject, was also born in Germany, ami after
emigrating to America took up his abode in
[llim is, where he met and married Miss
Belle Gateka. who was also born in the fatherland, and like her husband came to the
United States the latter part of the ';os.
Her father was a renowned architect of Ger<

many, and was .me of the three who drew
t the great Berlin Theater. William Cludas was a carpenter and contractor,
and owing to an accident which he sustained
he has heen unable to follow that pursuit
during the past fifteen years. With his family he came to Kansas in 1NN4 and for twelve
years had charge of the Pi or Farm at Mcthe plans

.

belongs

a

is

fraternal

leading characteristics are those which
ever secure entrance into the best society.
In-

:

the practice of medicine in

Me

n.

lo-

wife was a native of Illinois, while her paere Pennsylvania people.
CJnt the
tnd his wife were horn six children, five sons and a daughter, namely
Edward, who died in 1876; Will F., who is
in

.

the Ancient

to

business,

(894.

Temple X. >>,
oncordia, KanOrder of United
young man. popular in
to

I'.,

1

and

(.,

profession and

K.

224,

.

lie

failing health, he retired

f

1

at

sas;

i

count

until

is

locating

I

ft

".here the

so cared for.

o unty's insane were

He and

his wife are ni

w

al-

in
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charge of the Bickerdyke Home, at Ellsworth. Kansas, an institution for the widows and daughters of members of the
Grand Army of the Republic. Mr. Cludas
acting as superintendent, his wife as matron.
In his native city Dr. Cludas pursued
his education, following his literary course
by a business course in the Northwestern

In the meantime he had rehis parents to Kansas, but returned to Chicago to finish his education.
In 1889 he edited and published the Inman
[ndlependence, and on selling that paper he
began the study of medicine under the direcUniversity.

moved with

ts n

of Dr. Salthouse, of the firm of Salt& Simpson. He there remained in

house

1889-90. after which he took a course in
Rush Medical College, of Chicago, and in
the College of Physicians and Surgeons at
Northwestern University. In 1894 he entered the Keokuk Medical College, where he

was graduatd, and previous

to this time, in

he had been assistant surgeon it
Keokuk. Iowa. In
April. 1895, he located in Tiscott, Kansas, where he remained for four years, engaged in general practice, after which he
1893-4,

St. Joseph's Hospital, at

to Salina. and entered into partnership with Dr. Mayfield in the Sanitarium.
After a short time, however, he returned to Tiscott, and settled up his business affairs there, having been proprietor of
In December, 1899, he loa drug store.
cated in Minneapolis, where he has since
remained, and his practice has steadily increased as he has manifested his ability in
the successful manner in which he has handled many difficult and important cases.
In 1895 occurred the marriage of Dr.
Cludas and Miss Xella Brentano, a native
of Kansas.
Her father was of foreign
birth, and was educated for the priesthood
Mrs.
but decided to renounce the calling.
Cludas is also a niece of Dr. Brentano. a
ro ted physician of Oregon.
bright little
son gladdens their home, born in Tiscott. in

removed

A

named Averill B.
Although still a young man. the Doctor
has had a somewhat eventful career and

June, 1896, and

certainly a successful one in the line of his

profession. In 1900 he

was appointed

and county physician for OttaThere was an epidemic existing, and as he had a large general practice
which made heavy demands upon his time,
he resigned the office.
He makes a specialty of surgery and diseases of women,
and i- considered one of the most successful
practitioners in the county.
He is United
States examiner of the pension board of
Ottawa county, devotes his entire time to
his professional duties, and is popular in
Politiboth business and social circles.
cally be is a Republican, and fraternally is
a Knight of Pythias, belonging to the lodge
health officer

wa

county.

Minneapolis.
He is also identified with
Odd Fellows, the
National Aid and the Sons and Daughters
of Justice, and is medical examiner for the
National Aid, the Ancient Order of United
in

the Independent Order of

Workmen, the Degree of Honor, the Sons
and Daughters of Justice, the Fraternal
Aid, the Mutual Life and the Union Central
Insurance Companies.
Mrs. Cludas is a
lady of superior culture and intelligence,
who was graduated in the Dunkard College
of
McPherson, on the completion of
the literary and commercial course, after
which she accepted a position as sten< >grapher to John E. Mulligan, of McPherson.
Both the Doctor and his wife are members
of the Methodist Episcopal church, and in
the community where they reside they have
won high regard by

reason of that sterling

worth which ever serves as a passport into

good

society.

M. M.

SHERMAN.

Merritt Masters Sherman, interested in

and manager of the Sherman Ranch, of Ellsworth county, Kansas, was born on a farm
in the town of Salem, Washington county,
New York, on the qth of November, 1S54.
and belongs to the Roger Sherman branch
It may be of
of the family of that name.
interest to the citizens of Kansas to know
that our subject's mother. Lvdia Walker
Sherman, was a sister of ThaT"
alker, at one time a large land owner in
this state, and a candidate for governor of

W

r
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1

Republican ticket

ral

[872.

in

Mr. Sherman, of

this

review,

education in the local schools and in
After teaching and doUniversity.
\i
ing some newspaper work he went t
na in [879, and ab ut fi ur years later, while
the Tombstone schools, he bein charge
came interested in the cattle business, in [886
he was married, and in the Same
bompam with John J. and Lewis 11. Lapham, of New Y( rk city, and !•'. II. R >kwell.
Warren. Pennsylvania, they purf
bis

p

nil.'!'

i

1"

1

1

ser a hundred thousand acre- of
land in Sonora, Mexico, one hundred miles
This ranch was
south of Bisbee, Arizona.
vith cattle, and there Mr. Sherman
li\ed until 1895, when he removed with his
family to Kansas, lie having shipped catEllsworth county, this state, the preyear.
Pleased with the results in

to

tle

vious

the Sunflower state, this

company,

ploughing the lack

ol

gion do*

-

which
had been
to

Ani' Id Schlaet, of New York city,
admitted, began the purchase of land in
^897. They now own over twenty-five thousand acres in one body, besides renting over
fifteen thousand acres, thus making a tract
Forty thousand acres.
Of this land

The

-

lr

alwaj

i

n
;

lia\ e a

1

can

he successfullj
real trouble with this

rainfall,

1

135

-a- consists not in the lack of rain

lack of a proper cultivation of the
three and four-inch ploughil
vogue, can hardly be expected, a- a rule, to
produce a crop a- a general thing anywhere,
•

I

1

E

lb ugh

region the extreme richness
bounteous harvests when
the seasons are favorable.
inSherman
Ranch produces excellent crops, even in what
are called bad years, although Mr. S
a utend- that there are no more fad, year- in
111

tin-

of the -oil yield-

I

central

Kansas than

any other

in

country.

ral

The year 1886 witnessed hi- mat
l.i-ette F. Jones, of Utica, Xeu
"-.

i-

a

graduate of Cornell University, and

it

was in that famous institution thai
came acquainted.
Their uni< n
blessed with two children
Carl,
thirteen years; and Elizabeth, a little girl
f
ten summers.
Both were born in Tombstone. Arizona, and are now attend-

—

.

i

\

at Salina,

is under cultivathe largest farming enterprise
and here they carry a herd of

Kansas.

about five thousand acres
tion,

making

in the state,

ANDREW

KINSEY.

S.

•-and breeding cows, in addition to
the cattle shipped

from

their

Mexican prop-

Extensive improvements hi
this ranch, including the erection of -lied- capable of sheltering four
cattle.
thousand head
f
The grain fed to
the cattle is ground, while most of the corn
fodder is shredded.
A telephone line connects the different divisions with headquarters, where every clay is reported the work
of the employe-, numbering from eighty to
one hundred and fifty men. and an accurate
account is kept of each separate farm and
field of every bunch of cattle.
Alt!
erty.

placed

upon

1

management of the Mexican and the Kansas

ranches

ha-

entailed

much w

many improvements have been

have been the demonstratii

11

that by

Minneap

industrial interests of

lis

are well represented by the firm
Kinsey
f
& Bishop, wdio own and control the Min1

Work-, now
growing enterprise of >ttav

neapolis Marble

a

paying and

(

tributing to the general prosperity a- well
as to the individual success of he partner-.

Mr. Kinsey has a very wide acquaintance
Kansas, for he came to this ec-

in central

tion of the state in pioneer times

when de-

velopment and progrcof the future,

when

the few

home-

in this lo-

cality were widely scattered and the men
and women were known a- frontier settlers.
being far removed from the progri
-

intr

y

connection with the business. Mr. Sherman
considers his chief work in central Kansas
to

The

deep

and was
and thus it dre

excellent possibilities

urces

rich in

1

ffered

it-

nat-

•ake ad-
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vantage of

its

opportunities, have aided in

commonwealth.
Among this number is Mr. Kinsey, who
was I" rn in Ohio in 1N47 and in [852 was

establishing

a

splendid

signs and this has led them to win favor with
the public, whereby their patronage is constantly growing.

In 1873 Mr. Kinsev was married to Miss
Bennett, a native of Illinois, and a
daughter of Thomas and Mary Bennett, who

Eva A.

taken by his parents to Indiana, the family
locating in Kosciusko. He is a son of FranCreamer Kinsey. the forcis and Esther

were born

mer

the United States in their early married

)

1

Delaware and the latter of
The father was a farmer by oc-

a native of

Maryland.
cupation during his active business, career.
Both are still living in Indiana, where they
located in 1852, Mr. Kinsey having reached
the venerable age of ninety-two. while his
Their
wife is eighty-seven years of age.
ten children were all living in 1895. death
having never broken the family circle up to
that time.

Up 11 the Id family homestead Mr. Kinsey of this review -remained until he had
attained his majority, when he began learn1

He went to Topeand there followed plas-

ing the plasterer's trade.
ka. Kansas, in 1869,

May. 1871. when he came to
Ottawa county, and located a claim six miles
from Minneapolis. He was accompanied by
hi- brother, and they were here during the
Indian scare.
When they were getting out
logs for their dugout one would work while
tering until

the other watched, fearing that the Indians

Their weapon was a
very uncertain six-shunter; sometimes all six
of the chambers would be discharged at the
same time; again none of them would fire.
Mr. Kinsey, of this review, was also in the
path of the cyclone of 1878. stood directly
under the funnel-shaped cloud and narrowly
escaped it< awful destruction. However, he
ha- pn -pered in Kansas, and has watched
with interest its development from year ti
year.
He carried on the work of improving his claim and at the same time worked
at his trade in Salina and other places.
In1886 he embarked in merchandising at Ada.
Kansas, in connection with William Price,
conducting the store until 1894. when he
came r. Minneapolis and secured a position
as a salesman in the store of A. Porter,
where he remained until 1898. when he es-

might attack them.

>

tablished the marble works as a member of
the firm of Kinsey & Bishop. Thev turn out
an excellent grade of work of attractive de-

in Bristol.

England, and came

to

life.

After residing in Xew York for a few years
they emigrated westward to Illinois, setand soon afterward
removing to Livingston county, where the
father purchased land and carried on agricultural pursuits until his death in 1874.
His, wife survived until 1895.
Unto Mr.
and Mrs. Kinsey have been born two sons
and one daughter:
Thomas A., born in
1875, is a graduate of the stenographic)
course in Wesleyan College, of Salina. Kansas, and is now a stenographer in the real
estate office of John Silon; Charles E.. who
is a barber living in Minneapolis; and Mary
tling in Peoria county,

E.,

who

office

of

is

engaged
the

in statistical

Messenger,

a

work

in the

newspaper

of

Minneapolis.

Mr. Kinsey says his political opinions in
life were formulated from the Xew
His ancestors were Demo-

early

York Tribune.

crats until the Pierce administration,

when

they became Republicans, and Mr. Kinsey
also supports that party to some extent, and
at times gives his ballot to the men and

measures of the Prohibition party. He belongs to Minneapolis Lodge, No. 97. I. O.
O. F.. and to the Sons and Daughters of
Justice, while he and his wife are active
members of the Methodist Episcopal church,
and in their lives exemplify their belief.

SAMUEL

K.

DAVIS.

Samuel K. Davis, one of the early pioneers of the Sunflower state and an honored
and respected resident of Harvey county,
was born in Monroe county, New York, on
the 19th of April, 1831.
His father. Samuel C. Davis, was born on the seashore of
Massachusetts, not far from Boston, in 1780,
and his death occurred in Kalamazoo, Mich-

MR. AND MRS. SAMUEL

K.

DAVIS.
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ig-an.

[878,

at

He was

a

in

the age of nine
remarkably healthy man.

militarj cat eer he v\
itured, but
each time succeded in making g
his escape.
In iSoi the regiment started on a
1

march from

he never took a dose of medidied while sitting in his chair.

his entire life

He
He was wont

cine.

our

were born

who

wedded

subject

The

Laura

Connecticut, and

eck,

and was
was over

six children,

-if

father

1889, at the

Perry's

seventy three years, leaving six children:

Emily Tillotson died

in Hillsdale. Michigan,
age of forty years, leaving two chil-

Edward

11.

passed

away

in

Florida,

1

He was

dtices> this

review, received

his

'

During

his

1

in

Libby

Prison this

which he paid fifty doland there he erected his present beautiful residence and large red barn.
He has planted all the shade tree- which
surround his homo, and his fine large orchard i- also the work of his own hands.
The latter contain- peach, pear, plum and
cherry trees, which yield an abundance of
prairie, for

lar- per acre,

igan.

the close of hostilities.

st

During Mr.

mile- north of Burrton, hut in the spring of
1892 sold that place and located in the subBurrton, purchasing eight acre- of

broken

principally in the district

until

incarceration

camp.

acres of land, and there remained for three
He then located on a new claim three
years.

education

schools of Mich,
and until reaching years of maturity
In
he remained under the parental roof.
Jackson. Michigan, in [862, he re-ponded to
the call for volunteers, becoming a member
of Company L. Fifth Michigan Cavalry, and
was engaged in active service from that time

to

1

sixty-seven years.
into

him and

Snicker's Ford, in Virginia, Augusl
10.
[864, the hall entering the right nostril,
passing through the roof of the mouth and
lodging m the spinal column.
After the close of hostilities ui
returned to his home with an honorable military record ami immediately took up the
quiet pursuits of the farm.
In [869 he left
the Wolverine state anil in the spring of
1870 located in Sedgwick county. Kansas,
where he pre-empted one hundred and sixty

a carpenter

name

in battle

After the battle

1

thus they managed to subsist until rations
came!
Later Mr. Davis was wounded near

by trade, and was also self educated in law.
having followed the practice of that profession for over forty years.
His wife was
called to her final reward from Michigan,
to which state they had removed from Xew
York in 1839. passing away at the age of

Samuel K. Davis, whose

field.

1

which state he and his family spent their
winters, dying at noon on Thanksgiving
day f 1SS4. leaving' three sons and one
daughter: Mary Wallace, who made the
journey to California twice by water and
once across the plains on horseback, died in
Nevada, when about forty years of age:
Elisha P. died in Jackson. Michigan, in
March. 1898; and Samuel K. is the subject
of this review. Three of the sons made the
overland journey to California in 1849.
The father of this family was a gentleman
of commanding appearance, being six feet
in

inch in hight.

the

animal was given t" our subject,
Billy.
Mr. Davis was then
- een" soldier, and was unfamiliar with
the bugle call, hut Billy knew it well and
carried him safely through.
On one march
of one hundred and twenty miles in Virginia
our subject and his noble -teed were without rations for about six days, and when almost despairing of ever getting f
Mr.
Davis resolved to kill his horse to save him
from further suffering and from falling into the enemy's hand-, hut he soon afterward
received three hardtacks and some bacon,
which he shared equally with hi- hoi

I'..

dren;

-11

hi- horsi

faithful

age

at the

among

who named him

them

Xiram

namely:

id

1

by his side until he climbed into the saddle

followed agricultural pursuits, died at

Hillsdale. Michigan, about

left

and then took him

Finch, of

unto

)etroit,
1

1

of

I

modore Perry, who wa s wounded

compare the journej of life
with a -1
of thread, and when the thread
of life was unwound one would drop from
existence.
He was a soldier in the war of
1812, and hi- brother, Hope Davis, was a
to

captain in that brief Struggle.

1

1

resulting from old age, and during

1

"37

I
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"3»
fruit in season.

Mr. Davis has been obliged

to lay aside the active cares of a business

on account of ill-health, and for the past
three years he has been confined to his bed,
but he bears his affliction with the same
Christian fortitude which has been displayed
throughout his entire life. Mrs. Davis no-

and as a man of marked business and executive force.
.Mr.

life

bly cares for her afflicted husband and also
superintends the work of their little city
farm.

The marriage of Mr. Davis and Malinda
Preston was celebrated in Michigan, in the
autumn of 1859, hut when about forty-six
years of age she passed away in death, leaving two sons, Fred and Del, both residents

On the 8th of September, 1868,
our subject wedded Miss Mary A. McCoirmick, who was born in Canton, Ohio, a
daughter of David and Margaret
Himbaugh) McCormick, natives of Ohio and
Pennsylvania, respectively. The father died
in 1853, an d his widow survived until 1872,
passing away in Fort Wayne, Indiana. They
reared seven of their eight children, and six
of Chicago.

(

of the

number

still

survive.

An

uncle of

Mr. Davis was a prominent lawyer of Rochester, Xew York, and at the age of one
hundred and four years he was engaged on
a suit in which the Astor family was involved. He died at the age of one hundred
and seven years. In his political affiliations
Mr. Davis is a supporter of Republican principles, and socially he was a charter member
of the Grand Army of the Republic in Kalamazoo, Michigan. He has proved himself
of life an earnest, honand upright man and a citizen of whom
any community might well be proud.
in all the relations

est

EDGAR WOOD.
Fortunate is the man who has back of
him an ancestry honorable and distinguished
and happy is he whose lines of life are cast
in

harmony

acter

and

therewith.

in talents

scion of his race.

Mr.

In person, in char-

Wood

Though

is

his life

worthy
has been
of ambi-

a

one rather of modest reserve thai,
tious self-seeking, he has displayed excellent
ability as a financier, as a capable manager,

Wood

is

a native of Somersetshire,

England, born in 1869, his parents being
William Stuckey and Alary (Armit) Wood.
The father, a native of England, was connected with the banking firm carrying on
business under the name of the Stuckey
Banking Company, and was ajso a lieutenant of the Seventh Dragoon Guards, in the
Crimean war. He died in October, 1870.
His wife was burn in Dublin, Ireland, and is
now living in England. Her father was a
banker or army agent and did the banking
business for the

army

in Ireland.

Our

sub-

youngest of ten children, six sons
and four daughters. Three of his brothers
reside in Australia, and one of the sisters,
with her family, lives in a house in England which was erected in the eleventh century.
Many of Mr. Wood's ancestors are
ject is the

distinguished people, including

and eminent financiers.
In Sherborne College,

army

officers

his

native

in

Edgar Wood acquired his literary education and received practical training in the
land,

business world after coining to America. He
left the land of his birth in 1886 and crossing the Atlantic to America became a resident of Mitchell county, Kansas, his home

being near the Lincoln county line.
The
following year he purchased land in Ottawa
county, whereon he remained for about a
year, after which he came to Minneapolis,
however retaining possession of his land and
continuing in the stock-feeding business. In
February, 1896, he purchased the grain
business of Mr. Standford, and two years
later sold an interest in the enterprise to
the former proprietor, since which time they
have conducted a prosperous business under
the firm name of the Wood Elevator Company, operating six elevators, including two
in Minneapolis and one each in Lindsay,
Brewer, Wells. Summerville and Culver,
of Ottawa county.
They also feed and
ship cattle and hogs, doing a business of
about half a million dollars annually.
In 1892 Mr. Wood was married to Anna
all

Campbell, a daughter of Jacob and Clara J.
Elder) Campbell, natives of Ohio, and
(
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in (878, is a graduate of the high school
of the class of [897, and for the pasl two
eai
has hern cashier in the "Blue Store"

Ottawa county, Kansas,
ttlei 5 of
where they are still highly respected
The father was born in [834, in Preble
ohuii\
>hio, and is a son of Charles and

born

Hannah

1-

<

i

i

(

.

Campbell,

served
ihrough the war of the Rebellion with the
tjnion army as a member of the Fifty-fourth
Ohio Infantry. He is one of the five chil(Griffin)

lie

)

1

1

Amir, S Son; John
now employed by J< »hn
I

J.,

A

born
esl

in

in

a

[881,

meat

market.

Wo

and

and Mrs.
born two bright and interesting children:
Marj Armit. horn in [896; and Richard
Arimt. in [898.
Mr. Wood ha- several

Ottawa county, Kansas. Mr.
Campbell came to Kansas in [867, entered

tune- \i-ited his native land since
ing I- America, and in [894, accompanied

a claim, also pre-empted one, and later

(hem, at which time he purchased an im.
He was inproved tract on the Solomon.
terested in a mill at one time and also in a
sti ck of general merchandise, and owned an
interest in the original towm site of Minneapolis.
He has platted two additions to the

went abroad, remaining for ten
by
month-. Politically he wa- a Democrat until the Transvaal troubles arose, since which
time he has been a Republican. Both he and
Ins wife are members of the Episcopal church
ami are people of prominence in
munity, being recognized as leader- in social

town and was interested

circle-,

dren

in

Whom
Stock

his

is

man

boom

family,

father-*

living

— Charles,

a

one
farmer

of

of 1886-7.

identified with the

and

it-

He

erected

He

in a third

s<

Id

during the

has also been largely

improvement of

the

wn

fo

business interests along various lines.
residence now
the handsome

W

owned by A. J. Smith, also the
vator, and was at one time president

f

1

discharge of a gun

while

out

ting prairie chickens.
In

to his

March, 1S71. Mr. Campbell returned
Ohio In me and was married. He then
to. Kansas, where they en-

brought his bride
joyed pioneer life
furniture,

in a

cabin with

home made

chairs being constructed

the

gra]>e-vines.

while

the

other

of

furnishings

were equally primitive. Unto Mr. and Mrs.
Campbell have been born five children, all of
whom are living: Boyce E.. who was horn
December 28. [871, pursued a o
Study in the Conrad & Smith Busim
Mchisi n. Kansas, and then entered
the employ of the Armour Packing Conn
pany.
f
Kansas City, with which he lias
been connected for ten years
Anna, now
Mrs. Wo. 1. was 1" rn in 1874: Ward, born
1

:

in

1876, went

I

his wife,

1

while the hospitality of their own
charming home is enjoyed by many friends.
In business circle- Mr. Wi od is popular and
ha- those sterling traits of character which
win friendship and regard everywhere.

the

pany that erected the bank building at the
c rner of Second and Ottawa streets.
In
1892 he was elected register of deeds and for
ten years he was a member of the city council.
In 1877 lie lost an arm through the
-h>

Mr.

Bank, and one of the com-

First National

accidental

nto

Ele-

1

1

I

1

\]

-A' in

1

898; Bertha

S.,

FRANKLIN

C.

REES.

Franklin Carroll Rees i- to-day a pn minent representative of financial inti
Ottawa county, being president of the 'itizens' National Bank of Minneap
forty-five years ago he came to casl in his
People of
lot with the pioneers oi Kansas.
the twentieth century can scarcely realize
the struggles and dangers which attended
the early settlers, the heroism and self-sacrifice of lives passed upon the border- of civilization, the hardships endured, the difficulirly days
Thesi
ties overcome.
I

t;

read

almost

like

a romance to those

who

have known only the modern prosperity and

To the pioneer of the early
convenience-.
days, far removed from the privil
conveniences of city or town, the
for existence

these

was

a stern

and hard

men and women must haw

indomitable energy and

sterling

1

ne.

and

|

worth of

character, as well as marked physii
age. when they thus voluntarih
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life and successfully fought its batunder such adverse circumstances as

such a
tles

prevailed in the west.

No

history of central

Kansas would be complete without mention
of Mr. Rees. for he has played an imp' >rtant
part in the history of Ottawa county.
native of Butler county. Ohio, Frank-

A

Rees was born in 1840. and is a
Griffin
son of Thomas and Elizabeth S.
Rees, 1" ith of whom were natives >f the state
The paternal grandparents
of Delaware.
were of Welsh extraction, and the maternal
grandparents were English Quakers, who
left England on account of existing war
Both the grandparents lived in
troubles.
Delaware and were slave holders. Thomas
Rees inheriting sixty-five slaves at the time
lin Carroll

1

)

1

of his father's death in the early part of the
nineteenth century. Both Thomas Rees
and his wife were reared in Delaware, and
there they were married in 181 7. He was a
practical' miller and followed that business.
until 1822, when he removed with his family to Preble county. Ohio, and began farm-

There he lived for six or seven years,
ing.
after which he went to Butler county. Ohio,
taking up his abode five miles south of Oxford, where he remained from 1828 until
His three
the beginning of the Civil war.
youngest sons entered the service and the
family returned to Preble county, where the
The mother was edufather died in 1870.
cated in Lidtzett Seminarv, enjoying and
improving good educational privileges. Afhusband's death she remained in Ohio
until 1879. when she joined her sons in Minneapolis, there continuing until her death

ter her

in

[884.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Rees were born
teen children,

all

of

whom

thir-

reached years of

maturity. Olivia Carroll, the eldest daughdied in Ohio, in 1893. at the age of sevW'illard H. is now a resienty-five years.

ter,

nen a mere
lad he left his Ohio home, going to Independence, Missouri, which, in those days,
dent of Portland. Oregon.

was

\\

the starting point for the "far west."

A
and the headquarters for emigrants.
company of one hundred emigrants was
there formed and Mr. Rees was made capThev started out on the
tain of the train.

Lewi> & Clarke
vey

— with

trail

Oregon

—the government

sur-

as their destination, and

were nearly two years en route. Mr. Rees
located on the Willamette river, forty miles
from the present city of Portland, and is
now a retired farmer of eighty-five years,

He

living there with his family.

has a son,

Rees, who is a paymaster in the
United States service at Chicago. Illinois.
Sewell G. went to the Pacific coast in 1852.
and was killed by a falling building during
a storm, only a few months previous to the
Mrs. Ellen M. Potdeath of R. R. Rees.
tinger, a widow, is yet residing in Preble

Harry

county. Ohio.

Victor D..

who came

to

Ot-

tawa county in 1867, was engaged in banking and stock-raising, and served for one
term as deputy county treasurer. He died
in Minneapolis in 1898 and his widow yet
His son,
lives with her family in this city.
R. R. Rees. is now serving his second term
as representative from this district to the
state legislature of Kansas. McDonough 1!..
the next of the family, went to the Pacificcoast in 1852 and in 1855 he located on a
ranch near Grand Ronde valley. California.

He

is now retired and makes his home in
Raymond R. Rees died
Walla Walla, Washington, in 1890. He
was a journalist and published the first newspaper in Walla Walla, locating there in
He was connected with many indus1853.
tries, engaged in merchandising and in the
grain business and was connected with a

the city of Cove.
in

number

of important corporations. J.

who now

resides in Greeley.

came

G Rees,

Anderson coun-

ty.

Kansas,

He

served as a representative under the

ritorial

first

to the state in 1857.

government and was

the constitutional convention.

a

ter-

member

of

At the begin-

mem-

ning of the Civil war he enlisted as a
ber of the Eleventh Kansas Infantry and
served until the close of hostilities, holding
the rank of captain of his company. For a
vear he was commander of the post at Independence. After the war he returned homo

and resumed farming and cattle-raising, hut
well-earned rest from
is now enjoying a
business cares, his home being in Greeley.
He has been very prominent in public affairs
and several years ago was chosen to repre-

sent hi- district in the state senate, while in

was repn s<
Decatur S. Rees, who came l Kansas with
her Franklin, now resides n a farm
David Austin, the seventh
near Delphos.
sun and the first t«> die. was killed at the
battle of Kenesaw Mountain, in the war of
(he yeaa

s

lie

-

i

the

lie served

Rebellion,

a-

aide-de-camp

Thomas, and was lieutenant under Genera] Osterhous, of the Fifty-fourth
Ohio tnfantry. Thomas Clayton, the next
vi the family, was drowned in the Solomon

and ften met John Brown
and Jim Lane, who were then in Kansas,
le was a mere y nth « hen In
came and
-

1

I

lived w

w

riser.

He

tied

hi-

horse and tried to swim

I

lieutenant on his boat, which

was one of

celebrated ".Mosquito fleet," under

the

Commo-

Corwin Rees, the youngest
now- a lieutenant in the navy, and is

dore Porter.
son.

is

Statii tied at Newport, Rhode Island.
le has
had twenty-two, year-' actual sea service
a more extended period than that of any
1

other

naval

ral

Dewey.

ey

as

dicer,

i

not excepting
with Admiral

He was

AdmiDew-

executive officer on his flagship
Manila. In 1899 he secured
absence and visited his brothers in.
Minneapolis.
He was received with ovations wherever he went and well deserved
the honors accorded him. He enlisted when
only fifteen years of age, and being a bright,
active lad. was given a position as clerk in
the quartermaster's department.
He served
for two years and was with Sherman on the
celebrated march to the sea. In 1866 he received an appointment whereby he took a
course in the naval school at Annapolis, and
« is graduated in 1870. He then began life
as a midshipman and has filled all the intermediate positii n- up to hi- present rank. He
w is sec ml in command on the Michigan at

at the battle of
a leave of

the World's
cag.

Columbian Exposition

in

Chi-

.

Franklin Carroll Rees. like all of his
-.
has had an interesting career.
He
the wild- of Kansas in [857, and
says that "shaking with ague, fighting mosand driving oxen' are among the
most vivid memories f hi- pioneer days in
the Sunflower state.
He arrived durine the
-

1

his elder brother in Franklin

liieh

coun-

I

I

did

le

earn a livelih d, art* >ng others
freighting for Majors Russell and
ti

1

1

to General

the swollen stream, but was carried down b)
le was a
g current to his death.
volunteer in the naval force, acting a- second

itl>

was
the American settlement.

ts

in

working

for his

hoard

in

rid
his

enemj

him-

the ague.

.

Mr. Rees started out with
a
Kentuckian. There were
J. K. Mine-,
twenty-six wagons with six
each, and each ox was branded
with R. M. & W.. and an ox-yoke on the
side.
Altogether there were three hundred
and twelve oxen.
The men of the party
loaded their goi
ecumseh, then
the capital of the state, and started for
an unknown destination, bul at length
arrived at Fort Wise, since kn
Fort
They made the SO nd
Lyons.
trip and remained that winter.
The Kiowa Indians were at war with the white
people, and about this time a queer incident occurred.
In a skirmish
Kiowas and a coach load of passengers an
outrider was scalped and left on the ground
for dead.
After lying there all nig
until the sun was high in the heavens the
next day he was picked up by some friendly
Cheyenne Indians and taken into their camp.
His scalp was entirely gone, and in
sion of the Kiowa Indian- as a coveted trophy.
He presented a grewsi 111c sij
the Indians covered the wound as
could, dressing it with sort*
In June. [860,

1

11

I

1

I

stance
ni>

and

it

eventually

healed.

man

return*

nth- afterward the

Si

me

Louis, Missouri, where he lived for a dozen
year- or more.
For three years Mr. Rees

was active in Indian fighting, and can relate
many amusing a- well a- thrilling incin the plains.
He was once
about to beo me the target for sixte
was and at the time he had nothing but a
muzzle-!' ading gun.

hut a ravine

him timely shelter and he mai
camp unharmed.
In 1863, in company with

his

brother

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY
Dick. Mr. Rees came to the Solomon Val-

They brought with them what cattle
they had and came here with a view of locating.
They engaged in trapping that win-

ley.

and in the spring sold to Lobenstein. the
known furrier of Leavenworth, three
hundred and forty-six beaver, seven otter
and five hundred wolf skins, which netted
them about two thousand dollars perhaps
the largest amount ever taken in at one time
The two brothers, in
by any white man.
connection with Israel Markley, bought one
hundred head of calves. They were not prepared for raising "buttermilk calves," and all
but eight of them died. They then invested
In 1867
in cattle, both native and imported.
they brought a herd from Texas, but lost
many of them in a prairie fire. However,
ter,

well

—

thev returned the following year for more
Their
cattle and made money on them.
cattle-raising interest

proved profitable and

year by year their business in this direction
augmented their income.
In 1871 F. C. Rees was married to Miss
Catherine Schaltenbrand, a daughter of
John and Mary A. (YVeber-Geschw incl
Schaltenbrand.
Her mother was born in
1 810 and bore the maiden name of Mary A.
Weber. She first married a Mr. Geschwind.
in Switzerland, their native country, their
birth having occurred in Canton Berne. The
maternal grandfather of Mrs. Rees was one
of Napoleon's body guards, and later served
as an officer on his staff. Unto Mr. and Mrs.
Geschwind four children have been born.
Mathias, the eldest, came to America and
entered the regular marine service of the
United States. He was in the Indian war under General Harney and later located in. Salida, Colorado.
Victor Ischnoind, the second of the family, died in Switzerland when
thirteen years of age. Joseph and Constantine came to America about 1854. and the
former died in Kansas in 1875. while the
latter located in Cincinnati. Ohio.
After
the death of her first husband Mrs. Geschwind became the wife of John Schaltenbrand
1842.
He was also a native of Canton
Berne, Switzerland, born in 1809. By trade
he was a contractor and builder, and with
his family he came to America in 1854, loin

cating in Ohio, near Cleveland. In 1858 he
took up his residence in St: Joseph. Miss' uUnto this union
ri. where he died in 1861.
seven children were born: Edward, a contractor and builder, now located at Boulder,
Colorado.; Theodore, who died at St. Joseph, Missouri, at the age of seventeen years;
Albert, who died while engaged in mining
at Tucson, Arizona; Mary, who became the
wife of Michael Giersch, and died in 1886;
Mrs. Sophia Lundgrue. a resident of Minneapolis, Kansas; and Catherine, the wife of
Mr. Rees. Mrs. Schaltenbrand came to Ottawa county with her family in 1863, took
up land from the government and became interested in the cattle business.
Her death
occurred in 1878. Mrs. Rees came with her
to the

Sunflower

state

She was among
home on account

and

settled

on

a claim.

number driven from
of threatened Indian invasions.
Twice they were forced to leave
their claims and seek protection elsewhere.

Some amusing

the

incidents

occurred to vary

monotony of pioneer life on the farm.
For example: A young g-allant came riding up one night and very excitedly exclaimed to her brother:
"Al, better come
out here. The Indians are fighting up dar."
in a dialect foreign to him in his calmer moments. However, they sought refuge in the'
village and a number were killed and wounthe

ded, while several houses were burned and

other property destroyed.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Rees have been born

Nora May, born in 1872, is
a graduate of the high school of Minneapolis, and for three years was a student in the
She
University of Kansas, at Lawrence.
was pursuing the literary course and would
have graduated, but her eyesight becoming
three children.

somewhat impaired she was obliged
turn

home without completing

to re-

the course.

Arthur G., born in December. 1873. after
graduating from the high school of Minneapolis, attended Coons & Smith Business
A month
College, at Lawrence, Kansas.
before the date of graduation Jie was taken
ill and was obliged to return home.
He is
now interested in farming and stock-raising
with his father. Olivia, born in 1876, was
educated

in the

high school of Minneapolis,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
ie

University of Kansas,

Law

at

-

graduate of both, and in the
institution completed the four-years'

She

rence.
latter

course

three years.

in

In

May,

young man.
Mr. Rees, whose name begins

gressive

this

re-

1

cultivation.

He raises corn, wheat and
and he also deals largely in cattle,

al-

falfa,

his

Bales

of stock materially increasing his in-

However, the active management of

come.

ss interest he is now largely leaving to his son and is enjoying a well merited
rest.
Hi wever, indolence and idleness are

utterly foreign t<> his nature and it would
be utterly impossible for him to do noth-

He

ing.

now

is

president of the Citizens'

Bank, which he aided in organ1880 as a private banking instituHi- deceased brother, V. D. Rees,
first president, and on his death F.

National
izing in
tion.

C.

Rees succeeded to the presidency of the

which is capitalized for fifty
thousand dollars, and which is ably managed
by thi- enterprising, far-sighted and reliable
business man.
In politic- Mr. Rees is not
'.

radical, but

longs

is

that

a stanch Republican.

He

class of representative

Amer-

who, while promoting their

ican citizen-

be-

in-

interests, also contribute largely to
the public good, and their labors are, theref
great benefit to the community
£ ire,
1

which they represent.

I.

B.

McCARDLE.

is a young man of enterd resolution who is winning success
proprietor of a livery business in Delnd as a dealer in horses and mules.

J. B.

McCardle

risi
as
'

-

He was born

in

Ohio county. Indiana,

in the

1871, a son of Stephen and Louisa
(Blackburn) McCardle. The father was a

year

subject

1

\

irginia, but

was

the

VI

The

origin.

'43

rm

rth<

a native of

wen-

i'r.

Kentucky, and her
rm Scotland. In their fam-

nine childen, six ^i w horn are yel
living.
Libjecl

mmon
sas,

view, after years of activity in business, is
now the owner of eight hundred acres of
which two hundred acres is under
land,
i

1

Irish

[900, she

Richard Jackman, the pres
stenographer in this district.
He
admitted to the bar, and he also
cattle and is a prosperous and pro-

cut court

deals in

native

a

is

<

of this re\

iev\

wa

educated

schools of Indiana and Kan-

having come

with his father'- family in [883.
lie lived with In- parents upon a farm near Delphos, and there
to

this

state

er .lied 111 [890.
The foil win- year
McCardle, of tin- review, located in
Delphos and formed a partnership in the
.Mr.

Thomas S. Ralph. \ ffew months the latter -old his interest to 1.. Parker, and soon afterward he also
bought .Mr. McCardle'- interest.
lowing year our subject purchased a barn on
the cast side of the square and sti eked it,
but at the end of six months it was destroyed
by tire with a loss of ten bead of horses.
There was no insurance on the stock and he
only saved two buggies,
lie had expended
livery business with

ter a

I

eight hundred dollars for the ban
hundred and fifty dollar- for the horses and
six hundred dollar- for buggies ami harness, and received only two hundred and

four dollars insurance on the buildThis was a very severe loss to a young
upon hi- business career, but he was courageous and determined,
and at once set to work ton
possessions.
At that time he was also proprietor of the Pacific House, whicl
ducted with the assistance
mother,
hiE
who died there in 1897. After tin
carried on the livery business in a small way
until September. iNwS. when he purchased
the barn and -lock of L. Parker, and has
since conducted a profitable and growing
Hi- stock is valued at at* ut
business here.
twenty-five hundred dollar-.
In connection with Robert W. Smith.
Mr. McCardle i- engaged very largely in
the buying and shipping of mules and
During the year 1901 many of the -mailer
ml mules have gone to the British
government for army purposes, while the
larger ones have been sold in eastern and
southern markets.
In the year 1899 they
nonet)
ing.

man

just starting out

1
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shipped one car load per week for five weeks.
They have been engaged in this enterprise
for two years and a half, following it
They ship to Kan
very successfully.
sas
City and St. Louis markets, and

named as follows: George \Y.. who died
Rice county, Kansas: Daniel; Abraham;
and Charles, the last mentioned of whom
lives in Iowa.
He was reared to young
mlanhi id in Ohio and went to Iowa when
in

•>

good profit on their investMr. McCardle began business on
a -mall scale, first buying one horse and
adding others, as the opportunity offered;
until
he is now well prepared to meet
the demands of the trade and the local patronage.
He is a wide awake, enterprising
young business man, and his indefatigable
energy and determination have won for him

was practically in a state of
nature and took up government land there
and improved it into a farm, on which he
lived until 1855, when he married and went
to Kansas and located on land near Osa-

a comfortable competence.

to ally

a

realize

ment.

affiliations

he

is

BENJAMIN
The

well

In his political

a Republican.

known

Kansas, whose name

F.

TROY.

citizen of Rice county,
is

above

is

a

member

of an honored pioneer family of Kansas,
who came to the territory in 1855, and has
a re© <rd as a gallant soldier in the Civil

war and

fmm

is himself accorded the credit due
appreciative citizens of Rice county to

one who as

a pioneer within its borders as-

sisted to lay the foundation for its progress

and prosperity.
Benjamin F. Troy was born in Mahaska county, Iowa, October 28, 1841, a
son of John W. and Dorinda (Glen) Troy.
John W. Troy was a native of Ohio and
was of German descent. His wife was
born in Illinois, a daughter of the Rev.
John P. Glen, who was born in North CaroMr.
lina and became a pioneer in Iowa.
Glen,

served faithfully for many years
ministry of the Christian church, bewell and favorably known in his

who

in the

came

adopted state, where he was successful as
a farmer and held several responsible
including that of justice of the
He and his wife both died in Iowa
were buried side by side in the
thev
and
They had children
cemetery at Marion.

offices,

peace.

Elizabeth, Lucy B.. William,
Dorinda (mother of Benjamin F. Troy),
and Jane. John W. Troy had brothers

named James,

that territory

watomie, Miami count}-, on which he made
some improvements.

After he had got his family settled in
his anti-slavery sentiment led him
himself with John Brown, whom he
followed in his historic raid in Kansas, a
connection which was severed only when
Brown went south, and which made him
familiar with the peculiar warfare of the
His wife died in 1859
time and locality.
and was buried at Osawatomie, Brown's
Kansas home. He took his children to
Iowa and found homes for them with relatives, then went to California and Nevada,
where he remained until after the close of
the Civil war, when he returned to Iowa,
king
where he remained for some time.
back to Kansas, he located in Labette county, whence he removed to McPherson county, where be took up and improved a farm,
on which he lived a few years, until physical
infirmities compelled him to seek another
climate.
He sold his farm and went to
New Mexico. On his return to Kansas he
founnd a home with his son at Little River,
where he is buried.
Originally he was a man of hardy con-

Kansas

(

Of much

'n

enterprise and public
all patriotic and loyal
and made it a rule of his
life to do what he thought was right regardless of consequences. He and his wife,
who were members of the Christian church,
had children named Benjamin F., Margaret, Dorinda J., who became Mrs. Glen,
and Mary E., who married F. M. Grisson.
Margaret died unmarried, and Mr. and
Mrs. Glen are both dead.
Benjamin F. Troy, the immediate subject of this sketch, accompanied his parents to Kansas in iS=;s. and was a witness
stitution.
spirit

he was above

to -his convictions,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
To

der-ruffian
time-,

n

which arc stronglj
v\
Although he
the time he remembers

.u

John Drew n

well
'

as

a

frequent

father,

is

I

of

[1

1

m

<

5<

i

1

,

the familj

question how

ge wen;

His

I

i

of the Mississippi, and with that

1

1"

poles and

team

rj

he saw much of the forbidding forwar, participating in many skirmishes and in several hotly contested battle-.
His first experience of battle was at
After that he fought

of

Xew

to

take

still

got

-,,111,-

Jackson, Mississippi. then counter-marched and fought at
Champion Hills, where his legs were both
by minie balls so severely that it
became necessary to amputate them below
the knee.
All the federal wounded captured after the fight were taken to a temporary hospital at Bowies' plantation.
It
was there that Mr. Troy's legs were ampu-

hand.

Raymond and

federal

soldiers

who were

also

prisoners of war.
All the prisoners captured by General Joe Johnston were paroled
after

two weeks and the wounded
to department hospitals and Mr.

about

were sent

1

1

land

farming with
Anything
wag.

k in a

l<

1

by

that there

sas, and located a homestead ami timber
claim aggregating three hundred and twenHe immediately
ty acre- in Rice c unty.

began

tated

Gradually it
were many

him

able to buy a farm of his own, on which he
lived until 1874. when he removed

Thomp-

sonville.

1

1

No. 10 and the siege

in the fights at

living.

lime he herded
team, hauling

atta<

1

1

was

a

he

later

b

Madrid, and at Tiptonville helped
four thousand Confederates as
who had evacuated Island Xo.
10.
After service at Fort Pillow his regiment was ordered to Shiloh Landing and
he participate; in the siege and capture of
Corinth, taking part in the battle of Iuka
and in the two-days right at Corinth. After
that he was in the Yazoo expedition and
in the march back to Helena. Arkansas,
whence his regiment went down the MissisIt

make

things that he could do well,
lie was in
receipt of a pension
lars per
month from the government and
a cheerful and hopeful disposition the outwas not unIt
look was not discouraging.
til long after that he began to receive the
full pension to which he was entitl
sum of seventy two dollars a mi mth.
He married in October, 1865, ami -vi-

prisoners,

sippi river.

a

n-

.

Later he drove a

cattle.

tion

Bird's Point, fsland

could best

lie

and strongest inclination was tothe cattle business,
lie could ride

first

ward

tjamin F. Troy enlisted
pany G, Tenth Regiment towa Volunteer
Infantry, which was commanded by Colonel Purcell and was included in the Army

u

tl

I

\

who was one

in

.......

After receiving his honscharge and paj lie returned to
Iowa and found a home temporal
his grandfather Glen.
Mr. Troy's situation was
enviable, but in loyal towa he found friends
w ho
»ved him
for his country.
He attended
order to perfect hi- education and mean-

.

Knowledge of the import of the events in
which Brown and his companions figured.
w he
Jr.
died, he was
[859,
Id
and he was

to Little

was two months

\

I

ieni(

'145

m

the

1

r

1

aid of a hired
n a

pi

rtable

ma-

chine lie could (li.. very well him*
he prosecuted his farming vigorously raising general crops, handling
products
stock and hogs and m
in a thoroughly
business-like way.
He
erected a small

he was settled

gan
ity

to assist

and from

in his

him

new home

his

to the extent of

that da;

-

wife beher abil-

been to

effective helpmeet.

They

have proven themselves good hv;:
ve business ideas and their

efforts

him an eager and
-

1
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have been crowned with such abundant success that Mr. Troy now owns seven hundred
and twenty acres of line land, all improved
and under cultivation. His timber claim was
developed into a distinct success and elsewhere on his land he has line orchards and
graves.
His house has been enlarged and
modernized and he is the owner of two
1

riant

hi nises.

Politically Mr. Troy is a Republican and
he has been elected by his fellow citizens
to the offices of township assessor and
township trustee, and has filled them both
to his credit and with ability, and is regarded as a public-spirited and progressive
citizen, and is high in the esteem and confidence of all who know him.
About 1895
he retired from active farm work and removed to Little River, where he has an attractive and homelike village residence and
where he and his wife are enjoying in a
most rational manner the fruits of their
years so well spent and useful.
Mr. Troy
married Miss Anna Ramsey, who was born

and died at Pleasantville, Iuwa. She, too,
was a consistent Christian. The following
are the names of their children
Lewis,
who 1- dead; Alexander, who lives with his
sister. Mrs. Troy: Jane, who married
J.
Anderson; Plezekiah Rachel, who married
e;
Anna,
.Mrs.
S
Troy;
and
Silas,
who
J
is a farmer in Rice county.
Mr. and Mrs.
Troy have had children named as follow?
:

;

order

Charles, who
1867, and died December 10, 1885: Rosetta S., who was born
March 7. 1870. and married F. D. Smith:
C. who. was born August 5, 1S73
in

tlie

.if

their birth:

March

-n

I

1,

Tabitha M., who was born December 5,
1875, and died December 16, 1888: Myrta.
D., who was born January 6, 1878. and is
the wife of W. E. Brewer.
Mr. and Mrs.

and their home

their ability,

the center

is

of a hearty hospitalitv.

They have

fought the battle of
has been fairly wi »n.

and

life

Huntingdon
county.
Pennsylvania.
March 12. 1S38, a daughter of William and
Sophia
Ramsey) Ramsey. Mrs. Trov's

JOSEPH

father was a son of Alexander Ramsey,
her mother was a daughter of Robert Ram-

In financial circles

iv lily

their

in

(

sey, representatives of

two

distinct families

of that name, neither of which was without

honor in the Keystone state.
Alexander
Ramsey, who was of English descent. marTied an
Stanes.

Irish

woman

of

William Ramsey

the

family
was reared

of
in

Pennsylvania, where he began active life
where he married.
a blacksmith and
Eventually he moved to HA
in Hancock county where he became a
farmer and where he died October 12, 1862,
at the age of sixty-two years.
Politically
he was a Whig, and later was a Republican,
and he was a lifelong member of the Methodic Episcopal church. He was held high
in the confidence of his fellow citizens and
served them as township assessor and as
as

township trustee, and for some years held
unty auditor.
He had brothers and sisters named
Alexander, Robert, Margaret and PruHis wife survived him some years
dence.

C. Gafford

is

well

C.

GAFFORD.
name

the

known

of

as a syni

sepl

I

nym

for

sound business judgment and f r
urteous
treatment.
He is a western man. and the
enterprise so characteristic of this section
of the country has been manifest in his car-

winning him a prominent position. He
was born in Iowa in 1854. his pare".
A.
and Mary A. Carpenter) Gaff. rd. His
J.
father was a native of Maryland, and a caheer,

1

1

inet-maker by trade.
In an early day he
emigrated westward to Iowa, when
tinned

his

became
as,

1

ment

residence

1858,

until

when

he

a resident of Jefferson county. Kanire taking up land from the govern-

and

[860,

cultivation

continuing its
he was

when

1111-

driver.

to
He then again
nth.
Hawkeye state, and there, in [861,
ed among the Union soldiers as
member of the Thirty-third Iowa In-

went

the
a

fantry,

vears.

remaining

He

at

front

the

then became

''
;

"

for

two
!l

'

-

n-

RAPHICAL HISTORY.
the

1

o

in tj

n.

Ji

seph

furniture business, under the firm

name

Cure he remained
rd & Si n.
His wife died
in 1886 the father went to
California, where he is now liv-

rafTi

i

f

i

?5.

in his

t888,

in

ii

.

H<

-

is;

ad retained

]

also a pupil in the

is

is

situated

1

n

plat

a

a

of

ground of two acres
r
mi n
highly cultivated and improved with fruits,
flowers and ornamental
shrubbery. Mr.
1

Gafford in

fn

e

,

m

an individ-

Kan-

me

of

furnishing the water supply.

I

:"

when he

aye.

a p sition as manager of a lumper yard at llrm'i Idt, Nebraska, continuing

entered

:

tnership with his father
g the enterprise
i

I

ait

and

at

ui

•

ti

ink.

[r.

NT

.

i

.

143.

F.

with a capita! st< ck of
-.
At the time of the

;

to the

ited

\\

Wi rkmen,

Modern Woodmen Camp, all of
Minneapolis, and the
Fraternal Aid and the Son- and
of Justice, while he and his wife are active
al

members

He

church.

h.

manner

I

ibyterian
of Minneapo-

r

his duties in

g

the wel-

tl

now chairman

became president

Gaffi rd

& A

Chapter. No. 51, R. A. M. I!
i<>.
cil, No.
R. & S. M.. an
mandery, K. T.. of Beloit, Ka

i

There
r two years, after which he
[inneapolis and organized the

private bank

!

1

inneapo-

!

•

I

I

nr subjei

i

aci

rai

and Neiirsued his edu-

J

hundred

hi

I

laud and

tensive scale.

braska

Min-

in

and

r,

ing.

Ik

the

in

high

01

si

which time

since

.

with his

i

Banl
Earl, born
junii r year in the h

Kans
i

rei

al

ti

Ne-

.

Law

the

in

[896,

s

is

.

to Richardsi n

afterward returned

ut

in

.-

(

removed
to

Sabatha,

in

county, remaining there for a short
His next place of residence was at

period.

White

located

,ui-

.

nr-e

he

sequtnly

of the

'

brother-in-law.

was

t.

1!.

cashier, but

the latter they

F.

Bra

owing

in

to the

exchanged

ill—

offices,

and Mr. Gafford perf
ater part
of the business connected with the insitu-

He

icn.

k.
e

k.

The

eral

l<

;
'

ter of

fifth

congressii nal

spirited

in

count;,

He

district.

an eminent degree,

and

Ii

cal

is

for

public-

public

advancement are causes
Perhaps no man in

had

executive abil-

all

which

nee and secured a

lib-

force of chat

that he undertakes, and

many public and private enterprises with which h
sociated.

""

-

>rd was united in marElizabeth Morden, a .laugh-

Mr. Gait.

-Miss

Burham and Hannah Morden. who

were natives of
have beet
i»

lias

pat

'

committee and

central

committeeman from Ottawa

the organiza-

instil

safe and conservative pclic}-,

kened uni

and

unity

both dear to his heart.

the principal stockholdl

is

ci

Canada.

I*:,-- is die eldest.

Three

them.

He

is

children

R< y E., bom
a graduate of

A.

T.

BISH(

>P.

A. J. Bishop is a highly respected citizen
and leading business man
f
Mil
where he
trade as a m(
<

:
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i

:

of

e

:

while thus engaged. In 1887 he was
ed by the Boston Company as superintendent of the water works, acting in that capacity for two years after which he was solicitor for George R. Bar-, a live stock coni-

&

Kinsey, pn prieti rs
native of Ohio, he
marriage of Harvey and Sa-

f
Bish p
the firm
of the marble works.

.

A

the
Bishop, who though
Bishop
related by th<
same name were m
The father was a native of Xew
York, the mother of Connecticut, and they
In
in early life.
hi
became r<
that state they were married and tin
devi
father
ting
the
days,
remaining
their

rah

i

-

i

E

t

Mr. Bishop engaged

windn
S. Kansas
hundred and thirtyone in Ottawa, Saline. Lincoln and Clark
At various time- lie set
counties.
deputy sheriff of Ottawa county, acting in

'

his energies to agricultural pursuits.

the firm of Phelps

i

He

m Christmas day

enlisted in

Company

E, Sixth

In 1892 he
of Beloit,
1S95 ne began farming
in Oklahoma, where he remained
months, securing a claim and a couple
f
In
town lots, which he subsequently sold.
[896 he was appointed relict officer at the
penitentiary, at Lansing. Kansas.
In the
r

to

capacities,

& Kinsey was established.
May. 1871. Mr. Bishop was united
marriage to Miss Belle Powell, of Mead-

Bishop
In

in

ville,

been

Pennsylvania, and four children have
rn unto them, but Aclelbert. the eld-

1"

Charles^
died at the age of nine years.
born in 1877. completed his education in the
est,

of 1812.

After the war our subject travelled in
varii us

in

purchased the same, carrying on business as
a member of the firm of Putenr.ey & Bishop.
After a time the senior partner disp -el of
his interest to A. J- Kinsey, and the fim of

named was taken prisoner and carried
Falmouth, Kentucky, where he was held
for two days and two nights when he was reIt was quescaptured by the Union troops.
tioned whether or not the parole held good.
the Union troops were finally
er,
stationed at Johnson's Island, engaged in
guarding pris< ners.
The military spirit
which Mr. Bishop manifested may be also
seen, in his ancestry, for his maternal grandlast

high school of Minneapolis, engaged in dealing in cattle for a time and
clerkship.
At the time of the Spanish^
American war he enlisted in the Twentieth
Kansas, which sailed from San Francisco
to the Philippines.
Charles joined the army
as a corporal and participated in all the engagements with his regiment. After his return to this country he engaged in clerking
for Page Brothers for four or fiv(
and is now travelling auditor for Swift's
packing house in Kansas City. Ada. the
next of the family, born in 1883, is in w
in the millinery business.
William, lorn in
salesman by A. J.
[8S5, is employed
as
Smith.
The mother died in August, 1896,
1

selling medicines, light-

ning rods and other commodities.
He located in Cortland. Ohio, where he engaged in
the livery business, there remaining for ninp
years after which be spent two years upon his
father's farm.
In February, 1878. he came
to Kansas, locating two miles from Minneapolis upon a farm, but most of the time he
has lived in the town.
For a time he was
employed as a salesman in the store of T. A.
Davis, and for several years he dealt in
horses, trading, buying, selling and shipping,
which business he found to be profitable. He
handled six hundred and seventy-five hi rses

W. Benham,

meantime Mr. Benham established the marble works in Minneapolis, and Mr. Bishop

participating in the battles of Kellers Bridge,
Missionary Ridge, Cynthiana and at the

war

C.

on the road, and

Ohio Cavalry

on ao
was discharged in March. In April.
re-enlisted
as a member
however,
he
1864,
of Company A. One Hundred and Seventyfirst Ohio Infantry, with which he served
as a sergeant until the close of the war,

in the

Bigelow, of

capacity at intervals until his service

that

for three years service, but

was

in selling

covered ten years.

illness

father

&

City. disp< sing of one

of 1898, and the other
passed away twenty years previous, in 1878.
The subject of this review completed his
literary education in the high school of Gustavus, Ohio, and at the age of sixteen years

died

nnected with a firm of Kansas
When two years had passed

missii ner

City, Missouri.

,

I
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in

[900 Mr. Bisln

married,

Germany,

:

i>|)

and

the north to a

:

fraternal

&

A.

>,!..

E

1

knowl-

n of things in the south.

hop

relatii

<

rustavus,

1

is

dge,

i

442,

is

and for

the signing of th<
ence in Independence

burned

as

eighteen miles

was engaged

when

[all.

I

tion

among
-

jidents of

which

1

at

'

in

trading witl

th<

the white peo]

they had always

lly

toward him

wel

lie

the repr<

e spirit

\

I

the stake

at

ii

-

1

ected citizen and pros-

man.

Mary-

sylvania,

a

No.

He

>hio.

ilitically

ess

m

i

a farmi

,

and there hi- death occurred in is<
grandmother Welsh was born in
phia and was there residing at the

litii

1".

Lthet

1

a native

grandmother was
Brown, tl

In his

his maternal

hi

i

-

west ami

typifies the

ivn

Their treachery,

ness with them.

b

stake.

with which he has

-

time, but

'tis

that

in

direction

were rather

Pennsylvania was then
youth he n

limited,,

for

ne

a

his

WELSH.

V.

and

sawmill, and later he en1

in the

;

*e
ist's

W. Welsh

down timber which he hewed and
and then shipped down tin

1

-

>

at his

est

pleasant

home

in

a

well-

rchants.

Minne-

marriage to Eliza
and Elizabetl

in

D unty.

ind courage, in later
perience,

and when the even

year 1854 Mr.

In the

Xew

Jersey,

d in

survived and passe

have

rest

Mr. Welsh

Mr. Welsl

This has been vouchsafed to
e esteemed
inty, who.
jupply his

who

hold him in

stat<

farm near

three years,

when he

f<

return-

::e
si

rn in N
Young Wi men's Town,

Mr. YVeMi was

1

interim.

However, he had been
as some shar;

mewhat unfortunate

ital,

his cap-

I

and he sought the far west

in

1

rder to

retrieve hi

-

as

the

in l8£

rginia, living there

cheated

is

:ni friend-

known

away

;

with a well-ear-.
needs,

left

f

[841, hut
1

family removed to a

with his

y the fruits of
il.

-

her maternal

diminution

a

Ann

I

ing that it was evidently intended that in the closing years of

-

T

\\ els

ine children

1

and Mary

in Clin-

he came to

k

homestead

t.

This pretty
northeast of Minneapolis.
tle city was then a mere tr;:
tainincr

1

re,

a

mill

lit-

which was

H5o
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termed a '"corn-cracker,"' and a few dwellings which were little more than shanties.
Mr. Welsh proceeded to make a dugout, in
which they lived for several weeks until he
could haul lumber and build a house.
He
brought the lumber from Solomon, and for
pair! forty-four dollars per thousand.
He
then built a four room house, which was
then a very pretentious structure and the
envy of the entire community. In 1876 he
returned to Pennsylvania for the purpose
of settling up his business affairs there, and
during his absence the house was burned to
the ground togther with all its contents,
including bedding and clothing. The members of the family were cared for by neighbors and friends, who began at once to get
out lumber for aw ther house and when Mr.
Welsh returned he found his family init

stalled

For

in

a

several

new

residence of four rooms.
years they suffered the hard-

ships incident to pioneer

life,

but the chil-

dren soon became self-supporting, and with
the passing years Mr. Welsh was enabled to
add to his possessions until he is now in very
comfortable circumstances.
He owns the
original homestead, which is in a well improved condition with one hundred and
thirty acres under cultivation.
Ten children have been born to ur subject and his wife, of whom nine are living:
Michael S.. in the employ of the (i h dland
Milling Company, of "Fort Scott, Kansas,
married Cora Custard, who died in 1890,
leaving one son. Earl Gordon, who has since
resided with his paternal grandparents. Andrew Jackson, the junior member
f
the
firm of McConnel & Welsh, hardware merchant- if Minneapolis, where they have
carried on business since the spring of 1880.
He was married in 1881 to Miss Belle Rush,
a daughter of Moses and Martha Rush, of
Minneapolis.
Two children have been born
to them, Winnie, Juanita and Harry.
Their
father. familiarly known as "Jack" Welsh,
1

1

in

teaching

in

"Jack" and Will,

in the ownership of eight
hundred acres of land which they
William is a farmer and stock dealer.
1 901.
The next of the family were twin daughters
Mary Elizabeth and Fannie Allen.
The former is now the wife of Boyd L.
Roc-, of Topeka, the superintendent of the
McG >rmick Harvesting Company there, and
they have one child. Eva Edna. Fannie Allen is the wife of Manchester Wood, who
resides on a farm thirteen miles from Enid,
Oklahoma, and they have four children,
Ray, Leta, Samuel and Paul. George, who
married Nannie Tudor, is engaged in the
hardware business in Augusta, Oklab una
Dora is the wife of A. W. Swazey, who was
formerly a teacher in the schools of Minneapolis, and is now serving as sheriff of
Ottawa county. Annie E. is teaching in
Minneapolis, having occupied a position in

—

the schools here for the past eight years.
The members of the Welsh family have all
received good educational privileges fitting
for the practical duties of

life, and the famone of which the parents have every

ily is

be proud.
In his political views Mr. Welsh is a
Jefrersonian Democrat, and while he keeps
well informed on the issues of the day. he
has never been an office seeker. He belongs
to the Baptist church; his wife, two daughters and son. "Jack." are members of the
Methodist church and another son is a member of the Presbyterian church.
Mr. and
Mrs. Welsh are most estimable people, whose
lives have been well spent, characterized by
devotion to duty and to all that is right and
just.
They occupy a beautiful home on Second street, near Rothsay avenue, in Minnereasi n to

;

apolis.

C. D.

the district schools

Ottawa county when sixteen years f age,
and afterward engaged in clerking for the
Davis Hardware Company until tl
of Mr. Davis.
In 18S1 he and Mr. McConnel purchased the stock and have since
of

carried on a successful business.
Samuel,
the next of the family, is a farmer and stock
man. and was interested with his brothers,

CLARK. M.

D.

1

From no professional men do we expect or exact so many of the cardinal virIf the clergytues as from the physician.
man

is

austere

we imagine

that hi-

mind
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ur ken

i

and crabbed,

if

:

eral

comprehensive

in his

ing

and
sympathy

To

qui te

knowluniverse,

as
e,

meets

all

of

1

langi

\vn

ad,

As

ty.

his

Republican." unswerving

k-ribbed

rior mentality

includ-

e

battles

tin-

lorsville.

we

physician,

in the

very important

ntemplation of things
our lav yer i- brusque
mark of genius; but

the

is

it

the parloyal

a

true to
rtmunity and of

the best

y many
He

a- an ideal physician.

and the value
munity ear, n<

hokl.

many
living

his

f

-

has indeed been
houser\ ice to the comimated.
After

si

years of successful practice he
retired.
Dr. Clark was
[84

and

B.

Clark.

The

was
served as

.1

now

is

1

11

is

grandfather,

a nati\ e

Daniel

He

cut.

ldier in the

-

Revolutionary war,
the cause of independence.
11I
he remained there

loyally aiding- in

and was

Green Mountain

a resident of the

state

at

the time oi his death.

Sol mi n B. Clark
wa- a farmer by occupation, and spent the
greater part of "his life in the Green Mountain

but

died in Rockford, Illinois,
e had resided for fourteen years.
In taking up the persi rial history of Dr.
Clark we present b our readers the life recstate,

ho

widely and favorably
lis, Kansas, and the surtry.
He had attended school
-.
Rockf
prior t
his matricuHahnemann Medical College, of
in which he was graduated with
f 1867.
His residence in the Prai-

mown
in

is

Minneap

in

ted

fri

m

1851

He

.

here he remained

where

!*•

r

the practice
tive

1

member

when he

f

f

De

came

1

and chivalric Mas
X.

ter

&

.

M.; Council X.

51. R. A.

On

great
the 28th

tor

was united

his

R.

centers in his family.
f

-

September,

in

iwaukee,

b

a

1

mar

daughti

I

j

raine Merryfield,

and

.Mary' Lucy
(Stewart) Merryfield,
the Mohawk Valley, near Batavia.
Mrs. Clark was
T.
1

1

Kishwaul

[848.

until

her

and there

man

ing with her husband

Three children have

hi

Merryfielcl.

uary
larissa,

who wa-

7.

b irn in St.
•1

City.

lis,

Kansas. August

_"

The

[879.
elder
1

.

He

to

medicine, continuing an ac-

of the profession until

1897.

c< lurse here pursued a thn
Laurence University. He
then spent three years as a student in the

pleting the

college course in

Kansas

retired.
1

•

.

;

10,

.

M.; and Askeli n Commandery, No. 6,
Salina. In h
elief and
associations he is a Univer
His home life has been very pleasant and
S.

On

Min"73. and here resumed

that period he

Socially
ha.-

Kalb,

At the time f the Civil war the Docur years
t'ae ami)
in the Eleventh Infantry and Twelfth Regi!!' - lis
ment
f
He was in sevCavalry1

I

two years,

four years.

It.
1

which

with Minneapolis Masonic
been a representati
craft for thirty-two year-, having been initiated into the order in DeK
& A. M., in DeKalb, Illii
has taken the de
itular, cryptic

Appleton City. Missouri,

he

fidelity

nected

began the

n in

sii

the expiration

same

ing in tie
id

his parents be-

1.

Eliza

paternal

which

-

right with the

r

!

City,

and

years he

medicine

lias

been a su

in

Minneap

i^ij. he married El

i6tli

of
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Eugene and Eva Chapin, and
Cartwo sons have been born unto them
a daughter of

:

1898; and
Mrs.
1S99.
1,
Clark, the wife of our subject, is a graduate
of the Chautauqua Society of Minneapolis,

DeWitt, born January
Eugene Chapin. born July
roll

and

member

a

is

10,

of the Atlanteau

Brown

She likewise holds membership in
No. 146. of which
she is worthy matron, an honor which has
the organizaupon
her
since
been best wed
Club.

the Eastern Star Chapter,

tion of the lodge in Minneapolis, in

She

also president of the Ladies"

is

1893.

Ceme-

tery Association, which was organized April
an association whose object is to
3. 1897
preserve and beautify Highland cemetery.
Such in brief is the life history of Dr. Clark,
a man who has c\ er been actuated by strong

—

purpose and high motives, and
life's

relations

commands

the

who

in

respect

all

and

confidence of his fellow men.

TOHX GULDXER.
The

student of history cannot carry his
investigations far into the annals of central Kansas before he learns how important
has been played in public affairs by

the Guldner family as represented by John
Guldner and his six sons, who are prominent farmers and business men of this por-

The name is a synonym
n of the state.
for honorable dealing, for unflagging en-

tii

ir resultant business activity, and
pendium of this character would be
complete without extended mention of the

days until called to the

home beyond. Their

many

excellent cpualites of heart and

drew

to

them

the

maid

regard of their fellow

and made them valued representatives of the community.
The birth of John Guldner occurred in
1825, and in his native village he spent the
days of his boyhood and youth, acquiring
a good education in his native tongue. He
was taught the value of industry and integrity as a basis for future success and
the lesson thus learned in youth has
een
carefully followed through all the years of
his manhood.
When a young man he entered the Bavarian army and gallantly
served for five years during the exciting
times when the spirit of rebellion was rife

citizens

1

in that part of Europe.
General Seigej
and General Carl Schurz were. also in the
army in which Mr. Guldner served as a
He participated in many engageprivate.
ment-, but the troops with which he was
associated were finally defeated and he had
to flee from the country under penalty of
being severely punished for treason.
He

succeeded in making his escape to Switzerland, thence to Erance and at Havre, in
1849, ne boarded a westward bound sailing
vessel, which thirty-five days later dropped
anchor in the harbor of New York. Making his way to Erie, Pennsylvania, he there
obtained work as a weaver, remaining in
that place for eight years.

Mr. Guldner was united in marriage to
Elizabeth Frey, wdio proved to him a faithful

companion and helpmate on the journey

of

life

fi

family.
iuldner, the father was born in
Bavaria,
at
Moorlantem, on the river
Rhine, and represents a good German famfor industry, honesty, good busi•

until called to her final rest.

She,

reared and educated in
too, was born,
Hesse-Darmstadt, and in 1S40 came to the
United States, locating in Erie, Pennsylvania,

In 1857,
where she was married.
lied by his family, John Guldner
1

.

to

the Mississippi

valle)

and

for

I

ility,

faithfulness

and

patriotism.

His father held a desirable position as
weighmaster for a large coal company at
Pultz and was lion,, red and respected in
the town where he was reared and passed
He married Susan Baker,
his entire life.
also a native of the same village, in which
they reared their family and spent their

a

number

of

years

thereafter

re

Davenport. Iowa, where he obtained a good
position with a prominent lumberman, John
His employer soon recognized
L. Davis.
his capability and appointed him foreman,
position which he held for more than
twenty year-. Being faithful to every trust
and duty, he was given a large --alary and
a
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3

enabled to provide comfortably
imily and also to assist his - »ns in
in the business world
position- in the

:

them

a

by

new

-tar: in his

Wish:

i
;

aided him in
brought with

.

takings.

E-Te

all

h

;

him

twenty

—he invested

his

the

I

money

first

living at the age of seventy-six years
d hearty.

le

I

man

a

is

of large

stature, six feet in height and
weighing
over two hundred pounds,
lie i- a man of
soldierly bearing and line appearance
and

—

c

upright character
labor

1

to the sturdy,

man.

the

f

;r.

been the salient featu
while bringing to him

and

life,

splendid

value to the community,
the upbuilding and
1'
his part of

of
1.

financial

operated

here.

grist mills

contributing

1

1

in

many measures
the

in

fi

a citizen of worth,

is

!

honored

community

in

known and

whir'

han twenty-two

of the state, at a cost of fifteen
ed large

rt
:

t

his

Eureka tow nsh

—

justified as the years

by

John Guldner makes

-

having' faith in cenfuture
ising

I

tral

\

]

b»wa.

•

ons, where competil
and where business advantages
unclaimed he came with his wife
ns fr the Sunflower state and has
ominently identified with its
His children, most of whom
;i
and had received

-

.

op]

eat

;

six

turity, na
ely:
Ben, \\ illiam.
Edward.
All
are living in the vicinity of the father with
the exceptii m
Philip, now a
and pri minent lumberman of

now

better

the

In

whom

'I

1

to

<me.

In

ide

1

1'

g

[879 he came

in

en

'

he had a number
enable him to make an ex

-

and

made

he could,

when

family were eight
reached years
Georgi
Philip,

age.

f

.

1

Industri
that

years
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.

which not a furrow
an improvement made.
but with the aid of his hoys he began the

raw

land, on

iRGE GULDNER.

Jaced the

under a high

:t

te!! tilled
r

fi

em.

fields

the care

The

state

of

cultiva-

returning

and labor
and sons are
I

father

nv

has risen in

of the improvements they
have made thereon, as well as owing to
the increasing population, which always adn

Sul stantial

prices.

dences,

'

barns

rge

resi-

and

—hards and
been added

all

to

modern

ac-

their farms.

they have contributed to the uni-

1892 John Guldner was called to
if a
devi ted w ife,
a faithful mother, fi r the death of Mrs.
Guldner ccurred when she was sixty-three
In

•

1

1

si

in

r,

of

John

passed,

1

Pennsylvania

Erie,

There the

first

after

in

he eldest
ccurring

to-

largest tax payers in cen-

e
tral

George Guldner resides on se
Eureka town-hip. Rice county, an
of the successful and prominent men

eight

which

;i,
-

lie

[851.

were
accompanied his
iecame imbued
life

:

with the western

spirit

of enter; o

ited in Davenwhere he attended the public
up
career as an employe in the extensive sawmill in which his father was serving as
tly he was in the lumforemana.

:id

later entered

ber mill with him. and
-

yea'rs

capability

won him advancement.

and
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I

The year 1879 witnessed

I

!<

'

GIL iPHICAL

the arrival of

George Guldner in Rice county. Here he
settled on raw land obtained from the government, built a house of three rooms and
then began the development of what has
since become one of the finest farms in

He has since replaced the
his township.
primitive home with an attractive residence, which was erected at a cost of eleven
hundred di liars. It stands upon an natural
buiiding site and is tastefully and comfortHis large barn is thirtyably furnished.
and his
six' by fifty feet in dimensions,

HISTORY
quarter of a century, and he has confull measure to its upbuilding

last

tributed in

and advancement.

NICHOLAS GULDNER.
There is no family more prominent or
honored in central Kansas than the one to
It is seldom
which our subject belongs.

granary
Other substantial buildings add to the value
of the place, and a grove and an orchard

six brothers remain in one locality
through so long a period as have the Guldner brothers, who for almost twenty-five
years have been representatives of the farming and milling interests in this part of the

of five acres are

among its leading features.
boundaries have also been extended unthe place now comprises five hundred

state.

Its

graph is the second son of John Guldner,
and was born in 1853, in Erie, Pennsyl-

twenty-four

til

thirty-six

by

feet.

and sixty acres of valuable land.

On
port,

He whose name

vania,

1877, in

15th of -May.

the

that

Daven-

Iowa. George Guldner was married

whence

initiates this para-

his parents

removed to Dav-

Iowa, when he was six years of

enport,

The schools of that city afforded him
educational privileges, and under his
supervision he began earning his
own livelihood in a sawmill of which his
father was foreman, sawing lumber, shin-

age.

Miss Mary Demmerle, who was born,
reared and educated in Erie, Pennsylvania,
Mary Ann
a daughter of Jacob and
Demmerle. win were natives of
Shidy
Germany. Her father died when she was
a small girl, leaving to the mother's care

his

five children, of whom Mrs. Guldner was
the eldest, the others being William, Katie,
Jacob and Barbara, but the last named died
The mother
at the age of seventeen years.
afterward married a Mr. Shall, and is now
By her secliving in Erie, Pennsylvania.
ond marriage she had one daughter. Mrs.
Ada M. Seabrook. Unto Mr. and Mrs.
Guldner have been born three children:
Ada May: Harry Jacob, who was educated

dealing were the chief elements in success,
and they have formed the basis of his business career since.

to

)

(

in

Stirling

They

College;

and

Roy

Clarence.

also lost one child in infancy,

named

Anna May.
In his political views
stalwart Republican, and
years he has served on
Socially he is connected

Woodmen

of

Mr. Guldner
for a

is

number

a

of

the school board.
with the Modern

America and the Royal Neigh-

and his wife is a consistent member of
In manthe Methodist Episcopal church.
ner he is frank and genial, is broad-minded
and has the welfare of the community deeply at heart.
He is proud of his adopted
bors,

state

and what

it

has ace mplished in the

father's

and

gles

He

lath.

energy

application,

soon realized that close
and straightforward

Mr. Guldner was married
Shupp, who was born

[876,

in

at

Mary
but who

to

years,

the age of twenty-three

in Illinois,

spent her girlhood days in Iowa and was
She has been an able asthere educated.
to
her husband throughout the
sistant
peril d of their married life, and their home
has been blessed with four daughters:
Rozalia is the wife of Edward Bell, and
their home is upon one of her father's
farms; Elizabeth is the wife of Rev. O. L.
Lewis, a Methodist clergyman, and they
also live upon one of Mir. Guldner' s farms:
and Luella and Ida, both remain at the

parental

John,
m,i

home.

who

died

They
at

also

the

lost

age

one son,

of

sixteen

mths.
It

was

in

1878 that Mr. Guldner and

his

family came to Rice county and located upon one hundred and sixty acres
land which he had previously puri
little

1
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ilf

began

mill

which the father

on

farming

small

a
.
1

I

atii

'ii

1

making

investments in property until he
how owns seven hundred and twentj acres
at valuable farmiing land, the greater part
ultivation
of which, is under a hig

and well impn ved.
hundred
nted in wheat in addition to the
ts which he rents.
An orchard of
jive acre- has been set oul b) him and is
now in good bearing condition. A grove
the beauty of the place, and

commodious

residence,

erected at a cost
is
the hos-

fourteen hundred dollars,
heme of the family.

erf

pitable

His estimable wife, who has been an
him in his work, careand prudently managing the house-

efficient assistant to

fully

told affairs while he has superintended his
fanning interests, is a consistent member
of the Methodist Episcopal church.

In his

views Mr. Guldner is a Democrat,
v< tes with the party, thus exhis belief in its principles, he has
had neither time nor inclination to seek
political

but while he

He is a member of Camp No.
Modern Woodmen of America, of

public office.

171J.

which he

is

one of the board of managers
He is a man of broad
views and one in whom

at the present time.

gressive

every

movement intended

warm and
while his

cordial

spirit

for

the general

helpful

friend.

and friendly

dis-

have gained him friends, for, as
says, "The way to win a friend
one."

I

men who readily master expedients
and make opportunities where none exist.

iuldncr, wll
-

age he had

in

tin

county

common

mastering
the
uing which prepan

therein

tical

of

duties

life.

<

putting

In

sawmill, and after coming

Miher

h(

n

in

farming and

of the grist mill.
i_\.

1

Benjamin

[880,

Guldner was united

in marriage to Miss
Henrietta Evans, an intelligent and estimable lady, who was horn, reared and edulark D unt y, Illhx lis, a di
cated in
Her faof William and Margaret Evans.
ther is now deceased but the mbtlv
ing with her daughter, Mrs.
one of the old pioneer families
of North Carolina, whence her people removed t" Clark county, Illinois. Three
children have come to bless the home of
our subject and his wife. Lillie O., Magand the family
gie E. and Roscoe L.,
circle yet remains unbroken by the hand of
e children being still
I

1

-

—
—

1

parental roof.
One of the most

1

desiral

in Eureka township is that
It
by Benjamin Guldner and his family.
is situated on section 5 and was ei
d dollars
ern style of architecture, well arranged and

dences

1

furnished,

pleasantly

county,

spirit

charm

its

of

which pervades
a

rock.

<

(

Daven
port,

pitality

1

John

terprising business men of tl
the state.
At the customarj

BENJAMIN GULDNER.

getic

1

teei

lather.

ened by the

terprising spirit of the west finds
exemplification in Ben Guldner. who has
always lived n this side of the Mis
of that class of wide-awake, ener-

nraion-

1

11.

one of the honored pioneer

ti

I

u]

and marked out the path.

Mr. Guldner was born in Davenport,
Iowa. .March 22, [859, and when a voting

I;

ssionSj

built
ivest

ci\ ilizatii

which eventually represented
and important industries
nd
Kai
b r
to him success, Nicholas Guldner

a

men w ho have

ii

ere*

tral
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substantial

it.

nd hosUnderneath the

cellar

The bam. one
is

is

walled
3t

with
in the

Then

forty by
large fields
ir or five acres,

and the

fifty feet.

latest

improved machinery

The presfor facilitating the farm work.
ent fine residence is in great contrast
first home of Mr. and Mts. Guldner. which

1

1
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was a little sod house, built by themselves.
Later they had a small frame dwelling,
which is now used as a general store-room.
Mr. Guldner is a prominent member of
the Knights of Pythias fraternity, belonging to Frederick Lodge, No. 75, of which

He has filled all the
organization and has
been representative to the grand lodge. He
i- a most attractive and zealous worker in
behalf of the order, and is also a valued representative of Camp No.
1712, Modern
Woodmen of America, while his wife is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal church.
he

now

is

offices

in

prelate.

the

local

They have many friends in the community
where for many years they have made their
In une.

being widelv and favorably known.

WILLIAM GULDNER.
ily

William Guldner

and came
ago.

when

in this

He

is

the next that claims our
the fifth son of the family
county twenty-two years

is

to Rice

his

father established his

home

section of the Sunflower state

and

with his sons began the work which has resulted net only in great good to the individual members but has been of benefit to the

community.
William Guldner was born March 1,
1 861, and spent his early youth in his naDavenport, Iowa,
where he entive city
entire

—

—

tered the public schools at the usual age.

Reading,

experience

and

observation

in

added to his
informed
eighteen years of age when
resident of Green Garden
township', Ellsworth county, where his father first located and there improved a farm
and built and operated a grist mill.
In
both departments of the work William aslife have
knowledge and
man. He was
he became a

later

also

largely

made him

a well

sisted him, his youth, as his later years,
being a period of industry. He remained
at home until twenty-four years of age and
then began to improve a tract of raw land,
from which he developed an excellent
farm.
As usual with young men who start out
upon an independent business career, he

whom

to share his

and wooed and won Miss Josephine
Murphy, the wedding taking place when he
was twenty-six years of age. She has made
him a good wife, and their companionshin
and co-operation has resulted in making a
pleasant home.
The lady was born in
lot

Perry county, Indiana, a daughter of
Abram Murphy, who is also a native pf
and now resides in Stafford county, Kansas.
Her mother, who bore the maiden name of
Mary Guffeney, was born in Belgium, and
died in Gentry county, Missouri, at the age
of sixty-two years.
They were the parents
of eight children
Andrew, Henry, Belle,
Decatur, Angeline, Josephine, Augustus
and Joseph. The home of Mr. and Mrs.
Guldner is brightened by the presence of
one son. Ira W., who was born November
:

24,

In giving a history of the Guldner famof central Kansas the life record of

attention.

sought some one with

1890.

Mr. Guldner owns a fine farm of four
hundred acres and the residence was
erected there at a cost of eleven hundred
dollars.
There is also a substantial barn,
granary, sheds, a windmill, a grove and a
bearing orchard, and in addition to these
are broad fields of grain, giving promise of
abundant harvests. He keeps stock of good
grades and in every particular has a model
farm, which in its neat and thrift} appear-

ance indicates his careful supervision.
He
is successful in his business and yearly adds
to his income, so that he is now numbered

among

the

well-to-do

agriculturists

of

Eureka township, Rice county. He votes
with the Democracy or else casts an independent ballot, for he does not consider
himself bound by party ties. He belongs to
the Modern Woodmen Camp of Frederick
and both he and his wife hold membership
He
in the Christian church of Frederick.
strongly favors education, religion and
every movement that tends to uplift mankind and all human progress along material,
intellectual or moral lines.

GUSTAVE GULDNER.
Gustave Guldner, wdio resides on section 17. Eureka township, Rice county, was
born during the progress of the great Civil

teA

y-

-yLO/ynj^Cy'
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war,

occurring in
i
N'ovember,

birth

his

Iowa, on the 4th
is

the sixth

si

of

11

la

I

warm

i

[862.
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He

John Guldner and needs

introduction to the readei
no family in the county is
idely known than thai to which he
;

volume,

was

farmer he

student in the public
and through readdiscussion has kept in touch with
and with
the advanced thoughl
lie

a

is

unity

lis

I

life

and

i

principles

as an ind
ricultural

a

central Kansas.

f

1

Gul

resided

with manlj

•

rable dealing

for

belongs,

Mr.

friends.

known, having
an two decade-.

widely

his native city

.;

sentative

1

who form

farmers
the intell
He
the strength of the nation.

£

I

when
ily

came

to central K;

the famle

being

rth o >unGreen iarden tow ns
where his parents located on a farm.
All was new and wild, and the m

in

EDWARD GULDNER.

repre-

(

count)

the leading

E

1

'.ward

Ever)
only
i

(

ruldner

value

f

community

owner but

its

i'

in

which

the
fri

!

remainder of

his

rose.

mtier

and

he spent the

economj and honesty.

due of earnest
honorable labor, and throughout his
characteristics have colored his
to

He worked in the fields
farm and also assisted in
the gristmill until he was
lien he began
twenty-one years
farming upon his own account, taking posa tract of "tie hundred and sixty
aw land, upon which hardly a furr an improvement
fi w
had keen turned
Here he has erected a good resitnade.
dence and barn, planted an orchard and
made all the modern improvements. His
fertile fields now yield good harvests and
he annually harvests large wheat crops,
raises cattle and horses of good
grades, and his stock when placed upon
the market comtmands good prices.
Mr. Guldner has been twice married.
career.

qpon

his

father':1

f

He first wedded Lillie May Wan Nest, but
she died six months later of lung trouble.
Christmas day c f the year 1900 he was
again married, his second union being with
f
Richard
Miss fosie Hosley, a daughter
Hosley, of Bayard, Allen county. Kansas.
She was reared and educated in the Si
er state, and in her new home she

On

1

the

this utilitarian

in

is

business

men

of cenl

has

known

1

instituted

nents that have led to the
development of the community.
Edward Guldner was horn Ocl
)avenp >rt, Iowa, and was therefore a youth of fourteen years when he
came with his parents to Kansas.
in the
his
re pursued
of his native city, and to the lessons
learned therein he added those gained in
-

tial

I

1

home

ily

I

•

pri

it

is

the seventh and
family of John Guld-

the

in

to the entire

six of the lirother- are well

and reliabh

not

is

which

minority and was trained

to habits of industry,

Thus he came

youngest son

Here amid the
life

advancement

all

dward Guldner

of

pro]

located, as

is

it

tivity,

the rapid

-

the

i-

honorable business interest

ty.

development which would make the coun-

industries
Roller Mills,

Frederick

the

is

Green Garden township.
was situated in th<
awaiting the awakei
civilization to bring it into produ
His business training was received
in

I

;

ty,

a

wild

I

father's

My
|

|,mo

:i

in

his

gristmi

every department

work, becoming

the

<'\

familiar with the besl pi
rain into bn

the

red< rick

I

c

Roller Mills were

of ten tl
The plant has a capacity of one hundred
grade
tl< ur of superior
and
day
barrels per
.a

is
fi

in

feet

height.

The
in

mill

is

thirty-six by

dimensii

The basement

is

nine

height and the walls are
The mill is equipped with ten sets oi
ck.
Her burrs and the most modern and im-

feet

ri

-t

manufacturer.
rty-eight

stories

ri

a

in

1

i
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proved milling machinery of all descriptions.
There are two swinging sifters of
a new model, and everything about the
place is of such a character as to facilitate
the work and produce the highest grade of
flour.
The engine room is a rock building,
thirty-two by thirty-six feet, one story in
height, built as an addition to the mill, and
the power is furnished by a sixty-five horse
power Corliss engine. Frederick is fortunate in having this industry added to its
business interests.
On the nth

January, 1891. Mr.
in Vinton, Benton
county, Iowa, to Augusta Reiss, who has
been a most faithful companion and helpmate to him. A native of Iowa, she was
Her father,
there reared and married.
of

Guldner was married

John Reiss, died in Kansas in 1894, and the
mother is still living on a farm in this state.

Two

children have been born unto our subIn
Xellie and Edward.
his wife.
property Edward
Guldner owns a fine farm of one hundred
and sixty acres. In politics he is a Repub-

ject

—

and

addition to his milling

and fraternally he is connected with
Masonic lodge of Frederick, in which
he has filled all the offices, and with the
Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America. Like his brothers, he is a
progressive business man, quick to note and
improve an opportunity, reliable and trustworth}-, energetic and determined. He also
lican,

the

has the family characteristic of good citizenship, for the Guldner brothers, like their
father,

have always supported those measprove of public benefit;

ures calculated to
they have been in
good schools and
their property, and
contributed to the

favor of good roads.
good improvements on
many ways they have

in

The
general progress.
over which there falls no
shadow of wrong or suspicion of evil, and
one which stands in honorable connection
name

is

one

with the pioneer history and the latter-day
development of central Kansas.

ADAM
Adam

Collinge,

COLLIXGE.
who owns and

operates

a fine farm on section 18. Gait township.
Rice countv, claims Illinois as the state of

nativity, his birth having occurred in
Peoria county, near Kickapoo, on July 6,
1865. His father. Job Collinge. was a well
known citizen of Rice county for many
years.
He was born at Manchester. England, sixty-two years ago, and was there
reared to manhood and served a three-years'
apprenticeship at the butcher's trade. At the
age of sixteen years he bade adieu to the
home and friends of his native land and
After his arsailed for the United States.
rival in this country he first located in Peoria county, Illinois, where he
followed
farming, and was there married to Jane
Greanalgh, who was also born near Manchester, England.
She was six years of age
when she came to the new world, and was
reared and educated in Illinois.
Her father, John Greanalgh, was also a native of
England. At the outbreak of the Civil war
Job Collinge proved his loyalty to his adopted country by donning the blue in defense
his

of the Union,

becoming a member of

the

Forty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
which he served for four years. He was
a brave and loyal soldier and nobly did his
duty in defending the stars and stipes. In
1S79 be came to Rice county, Kansas, locating on Cow creek, in Atlanta township.
In 1881 he located on a homestead of eighty
acres, but as time passed he added to his
property until he owned a large and well
improved farm. Since coming to the United
States Mr. Collinge has five time- visited his
in

native land, and

is

there at the present time.

His wife died January 20. [894, at
1901.
the age of fifty years.
They were the parAdam, the subject
f
six
children
ent^
of this review; Jesse, a resident of Living-

—

1

John, of Oklahoma]
Joseph, who resides in Minnesota: James,
of Geneseo: and Frank, also of Livingston
county. Illinois.
Adam Collinge spent the first fourteen
years of his life in Peoria county, Illinois,
and then came to Rice county, Kansas,
where he continued his education in the
common schools of the neighborhood. He
subsequently removed to Leadville, ColoraIn 1892 he
do, where he spent eight years.
ston

county.

Illinois:

returned to Rice county and

in

December of

.mien.
ited

•

Minnie Laura

Pickerill,

mai

in

but

m<

the

wnship,

rth< r

away

Elmer,

!

d

ur living arc:

Jai

Christim

lei

1

I

in

two
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wife dtiring the ren
lifetime.

I

Mar) Jane Ramsey, now
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1

in-

i

1

f

now
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Min-
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'ere)

valuable farm

of

thirt)

E

1

f<

dren
with five children, but
fi

the age

tit

urteenth birthday of our subject. The
reached the ripe old age of ninety
year-, and
ue to the me
the

still

marriage

The

where

1.

father

b

fancy.

[84
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;

J

1901,

in

ity,

in

was reared
She is a

nty.

an

J.

county, Wisconsin,

i

who was born
but

'!'.
i"

HI

Platt9ville

\

1

1

1

1

Ih

.
:

also a res

1

where
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'

sively
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nest

I

[is

central

in

ded his
ffort,

1

eff.

ding

en-

farm is one
Hie suc-

Republican prin
Charli

rts

immediate

'
1

unfaltei

n

which
will win
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ies

The

family

this

E

in that city.

years,

sn

life in

Irant

(

At the age of twenty

county. Wisconsin.
Prairie

in

fi r thn
war. utiiK
afterward sen d

enlisted
n
I

the

supp
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Church
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Chr

of
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ican party.

Mr.
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E.
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Run. Antietam, South
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1

Bull
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lorsville,

CHARLES GUIER.

\\

twenty-three years tin
of this review has had his abiding place
has
:cupied
nty, Kansas,
Fi

r

''

al

community.

the

out further preface

we

Thus he
pass

1

n

in

a

lie tin

ceived a

thirty-d

expiratii n

1

E

ment and went

member

t"

1

1

the

to

pie

a

many

I

life

pation.

a native of Ohii

.

:t

and Mts. iui<
in Jo Daviess county. Illini '-. when
lowed mining and tannin-. A sh
afterward, however, thev went
1

occu-

was in
and was
After their marriage Mr.
the lead mine-

The mother

I

ity

at
1

f

re-

n the

becoming

nt,

fr

a

of the

was wi unded

1

le,

and

ah interesting and instructive.
Mr. Guier was born in J Daviess county, Tllini is, in
His
1841.
Guier. was born in PI
Pennsyl-

the

Army

e

by

1

th;

too well
ind with-

t

n

He aftenvard

ed.

1

ling citiis

lie

mine

and

;

and Petersburg,

ilderness

the

under

1

..

the vicin-

thi

Richmond, Virginia.

with a fever at
confined in the h

1

le

Fredericksburg, and

was

for one month. His
which he
r he was a valiant solreasi n
yally did his duty on the
dier, and
lie was present at the grand rebattle,
view at Washington, and after
he returned to his home in Wis
where he took up the quiet pursuit

army

ispital

!

rec

E

I

li

farm.

In Grant county,

Wisconsin,

in

1S69.
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Mr. Guier was united in marriage to Laura
Taylor, who was born in that county, a
daughter of Fountain and Delilah Taylor,
both dying in Wisconsin. Their 5on, John

by faithful service

Taylor, was a soldier in the Civil war, becoming a member of the Second Wisconsin
Cavalry, and he now resides in Wisa >nsin.
After his marriage our subject removed to
Wabash county, Indiana, where he remained
for six years.
In the fall of 1878 he came
to Rice county. Kansas, where he secured a
homestead of eighty acres, and as time
passed he added to that tract until he owned
a farm of one hundred and twenty acres,

zens.

all

under a high state of cultivation.

has since

He

sold eighty acres of the place to

[is farm is located two and a half
miles from Geneseo, and there he has a good
which is located on a natural
building site, a large barn, and all necessary
buildings and improvements.

his son.

I

residence,

The union

of Mr. and Mrs. Guier was
blessed with three living children, namely

John,

who

resides at Henrietta. Indian Ter-

ritory; Frank,

who owns one hundred and

sixty acres of laud in Gait township. Rice

county, and is engaged in general farming;
and Eula, who is now seventeen years of
age and is at home. One daughter, Hattie,
died at the age of eighteen month-.
Mrs.
Guier died at the early age of thirty-five
years, in December. 1891.
She was a loving wife and mother, a kind neighbor and a
true friend, and she was loved and respected
by all who knew her. Of the Seventh Day
Adventist church, she was an active and
worthy member. Mr. Guier is a firm believer in Republican principles, and is a man
who keeps himself well posted on the topics
of the day, takes an active interest in public
issues and is progressive, prominent and

lust

southern battle-

commanded

fellow men,

community

the

upon

times he

all

spect of his

and

one of

its

in

the re-

hi

th

valued

citi-

Mr. Litchfield was born near Evansin Vanderburg county, Indiana, June
His father, Joseph Litchfield,
25, 1844.
was a native of England and in that coun-

ville,

try he acquired his education, there remaining until eighteen years of age. when he

bade adieu

friends and native land and
United States, taking up his

to

sailed for the

abode near Evansville, Indiana.
He was
married in Vanderburg county to Miss
Lucy E. Browning, who was also bom in
England, and on coming to the new world
took up her abode in the Hoosier state.
She is now living in Yorktown, Iowa, but
her husband died in McDonough county,
Illinois,
near
This
Macomb.
worthy
couple were the parents of eleven children:
John, who was a soldier of the Civil war;
Mary George Lucy A. Sarah E.
Ji iseph
William and Henry, who were twins: Fannie Frank and Richard.
The father was
a farmer by occupation, following that pursuit in order to provide for his large family.
In politics he was a Republican and
both he and his wife were members of the
Universalis! church.
When a lad of only four years George
Litchfield was taken by his parents ti McDonough county, Illinois, where he was
reared upon a farm, early becoming familiar with all the labors of field and
meadow. The common schools of the community afforded him his educational priviAfter the inauguration of the Civil
leges.
war he enlisted in Company D. Sixty;

:

:

;

;

;

1

fourth Illinois Infantry, and participated in
of the historic battles of the RebelHe was in the engagements at Resaca
lion.
and Savannah, the siege of Atlanta and
the celebrated march under General Sher-

many

popular.

GEORGE LITCHFIELD.
George

At

fields.

Litchfield,

who

died on the 2d

of July, 1891, was an enterprising farmer
of Rice county, an honored pioneer settler
and one of the veterans of the Civil war
who manifested his loyalty to the Union

to the sea, and afterward proceeded
through the Carolinas to Jonesboro and to
Richmond. He participated in the grand

man

review

in

Washington, the most celebrated

military pageant
orld,

ever

where "wave

seen

after

wave

the new
of bayonet-

MR. AND MRS. GEORGE LITCHFIELD AND FAMILY,
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crested blue" swept by the stand

1886 he erected

the president

after

fifteen

three

years

on which
viewed the victorious army.

After receiving an honorable discharge
Mr. Litchfield returned to his home in Illion Christinas day of [867 he was
parried ti Amanda M. Allen, a most esnl_\
w In ]T"\ ed to him an able
n the journey of life.
assistant
She was
[ighland county,
>hio, near
[illsdaughter of David Allen, a native
Her paternal grandfather was
{ Virginia.
named and had twenty-four chilDavid Allen married Eliza Laird.
dren.
in Pennsylvania of Scotching parentage, her father having' been a
Erin, while her
ia1
e of So tland.
In refaith
they
were Presbyterians.
David Allen died in Ohio at the age of
his
years, and
wife also
ivay in Highland county, when she
hed the Psalmist's span of three
He was a farmer by
ars and ten.
In his p litical faith he was
n.
a Demi crat, and both he and his wife were
Episcopal
the
Methodist
piembers
of
chnreh.
By his first marriage the father
I

'

'

.

1

<

!

I

1

had four children, three of whom grew to
mature years, while one died in infancy.
rho survive are

By

M. and Jane E.
'..

Sarah

R.,

Nancy

James

Mary

E.,

Tamar

the second marriage

there ivere ten children:

John
E.,

Laird.

S.,

Malinda

Thomas

Mrs.

A.,

Amanda

Matilda A. and David Wilson.
[874 Mr. Litchfield removed with
from Illinois to Kansas, and sehomestead claim in Rice county,
timber claim of one hundred and
sixty acres.
He proved up on both quarLitchfield.

In

his family

ter

sections

Deed

He

in
first

m

and for the same received a
the United States government.

built a

small

box house and

in a

Rumble way began the development of the
farm.
Wolves were frequently seen in the
neighborhood and were sometimes seen at
night near their home.
He continued the
v.^ rk
f
development and improvement
upi n his claims until he had transformed
Hie property into fine farms, and thereupon
he erected a comfortable residence, good

a

hotel

in

Frederick, but

months
he was engaged

it.

1

and other necessary outbuildings.

In

For

the drug

in

ed in the

undertaking.
I

his path

mi
and

His diligence and enterprise
i"
1-

surmi
gain a

ulties

1

in

comf

tence.

>me of Mr. and Mrs. Litchfield
was blessed with five children:
Edwin, who married Julia R. >wens and is
(

on

his

timber claim

farm; Albert

who married Maggie

Melvin,

the wife of A. \V.
i
gisl
Frederick;

Van

Murray

E.

and resides on the old homestead

;
:

;

Boskird, a drug-

Lucy E.. who married
James Cove, of Iowa; and George S., at
home.
Father was five feet, nine inches and
a half in height, and of slender build
in
manner he was frank and genial and his
unfailing courtesy and true worth
friends wherever he went.
He took an
1

I

i

1

;

active interest in everything pertaining to
the welfare of his o lnmunity and
1

ated in

movements for the general good.
membership with the Grand Army

all

lie held

of the Republic anil thus maintained pleasant relations with his
the blue.
Called to his final rest July 2,
1891, the family was called upon to mourn

loving husband and father,
valued citizen.
a
Mrs.
survives her husband.
She
is a member of the Church of Christ am!
lady
man;,
qualities
have
a
estimable
whose
won for her the high n
-e with
of a

the

community

Litchfield

whom

still

shi

cupies the home farm of thre
twenty acres, pleasant!
erick, the husband ai
cumulated a competence which le;
family in comfortable circumstai
cl

GEORGE STRATH

IN.

1

ham

i6j

and heat
ica.

He

found

in

this

country the

making
with the

a In

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

him

to

nice and diligence have enabled
advance steadily on the high read to

fortune, so that he to-day
able position

among

<

iccupies an envi-

the citizens of affluence

Ottawa county. For a number of years
he was engaged in farming, stock-raising
and milling, but is now living retired at his
in

An In nored
pleasant horrfe in Minneapolis.
pioneer settler, he made the rirst locatii n in
Garfield township, and his residence here
covers the entire period of early-day prog-

and later-day development in central
Such a man certainly deserves
representation in this volume.
A native of Scotland, George Stratton
was born in 1839 unto James and Magdalen
(Yule) Stratton, who were natives of the
same country, where lived their ancestorthrough many generations. The father died
in So tland at the age of eighty-four years
and the mi ther passed away at the age of
ress

Kansas.

many

hardships on that tramp. AfChattanooga and while on
the march to Kuoxvilie. the -In ef
the
men were worn off and they would tear
pieces from their coat tails and bind up their
torn and bleeding feet.
That winter they
were quartered in the vicinity of Larkinsville. Alabama, and later took part in the
battles of Kenesaw Mountain. Marietta and
many other engagements. At the cli ; e of
the war. in o 111; any with
VI
more, a fellow! soldier, Mr. Stratton returned to St. Louis, where they received
rienced

ter the battle of

1

I

their pay.

They then started out to make their foq
tunes in the great west, proceeding by boaf
front St. Louis to St. Joseph, Missouri
where they purchased two horses and a few
camp supplies. Thus equipped thev started
for Kansa-. arriving in the autumn of 1864]

I,

Mr. Stratton tells of hunting
r Si
nun
and after some search located -moke
rising from a dug out.
He learned from its
occupant, a Mr. Whitney, that it was the
town site of Solomon City. Mr. Stratton
and his companion then followed the S
mon river up to Lindsay, and in that locality
mack a dug out for themselves and ne to
their horses, wintering their horse- on the
prairie hay and cottonwoocl bark from the
boughs of the trees. With other settle*!
they went in quest of buffalo meat.
They
secured an old wagon and a yoke of xen.
and when the tires on the wagon gave ut
they took a raw-hide of a buffalo and
wrapped the wheels, the hide drying and
thus holding the tire in place.
The
big spring, in company with a Mr. Wright.
Mr. Stratton took the rear wheels of a was
on to -erve as a foundation for a cart, and
with two oxen, blankets, traps and fifty
pounds f corn-meal, started out on a trap-

Morgan

ping expedition to the Saline river. One of
the oxen died and Mr. Stratton then manu-

participated in the battles of Shi'

with prairie grass, and thus drove
In me.
They were gone six weeks and their

The

subject of this review spent the first
life in his native land,

seventeen years of his

and during that period lessons of industry
and honesty were instilled into his mind,
and in later years have borne rich fruit.
When a youth of seventeen he came to America.
After paying his passage he borrowed
five dollars and with that sum arrived in
the new world, locating first in the southThere he reeastern part of Pennsylvania.
mained for two years, during which time he
followed

farming, and then emigrated

to

Ottumwa. Iowa, where he was employed for
a year by a railroad contractor to bring- supplies to his camp.
In 1861 when war was
declared the railroad work was suspended
and Mr. Stratton, imbued with a spirit of
and hatred of oppression, enlisted in
the Sixth Missouri Infantry, for the ranks

liberty

wa regiments at that time were full.
served under General Giles A. Smith and
L. Smith, and wa- appointed sergeant, in which capacity he acted until the
lie
expiration of his term of three year-,

of

'

fi

-City

ninety-six year-.

He

and the siege of Vicksburg. and also
marched across the country to Chattanooga
with twelve or more corps, forming a line
sixteen miles long.
Mr. Stratton expe-

'

1

1

1

'

factured a single harness, stuffed the collar

-n sixty

inth

winter of 1865
the

government

ex; erienced

1

dollars each.

In the

ur subject drove mules for
to a freighting outfit and

the usual hardships of such a

BioGR.iriiic.ii. his:

Flour

life.

time

at that

Id

si

ten dollars

t r

Ileii

ided.

from active

undred pounds, and

bul

life

retired

still

n

•.

of land near Minnea]
raid,

[ian

and he and

•

late

with arrows and gui

iiicd

men drove

white

in,

the

the city.

in

tn

1874 Mr. Stratton

d started

I

which they knew
was a sec nd attack. Just as
r
aching the hous« the Indians

made another

The

ting wildly.

:

in.

i

the cabin and, re-

one [ndian
away. The red
river with their war
n and brandishing thei
.

paint

i

eat

show

bravery.

oi

(

hie

i

f

Mr.

panions was a "tern
.

him

that

it"

he did
mi

retreat

meant

ni

t

known

.

The man
an arrow wound in-

in
:

pursuit.

the Indians, and they

lie

le

farm.

place being

first

g<

"1

known

a business

tii

en

l

.

al

dent

is

high school and

in the

normal course w

ith

and

r893,

when

the mill

the Mil

in

pupil

s.

the

in

ther died

in

1

>el-

Si

year .Mred
Mrs.
White, widow
she had .me child. Edna, now attein
Minneap lis schools.
Mrs. Strati

who were
came

to

say.

The

in
is

ness business in

Mr. Stratton

ly

L

Minneapolis
E

[871, settling

now engaged
Minneap lis.

father

Mi

dge,

Security, lie

man.

a self-made
five dollars

Alice-

New Hampshire, and

natives of

Kansas

Lind-

in

the har-

in

connected with

is

Knig

[36,

.

may

justly be termed

for with a

he began

life in

the new

w< rid

and taking
has
h<

>me.

tial

and

is

citizens of

companied by
•

aco mnted

1

won

a

n

n<

Ottawa county.

In [883, acildren he

his wife

itland

and while

enji

their fair

Kan-

ying

ferring

MARION

was de-

d the water power
and rem ved t
Minwhere he bought a fine residence
in which he and his familv have

it

to the

uid.

T.

WILSON".

•s.

rty

a stu-

I

Bertha, a

The mi

chools.

ii

a

'

until

Man-

house

Aid township.
In the fall of [891,
ten years in the milling business in
-Minneapolis, he traded part of his land for
the
ing Mills, which he opI

pursuing

the State Agricultural College, at
hattan, and will soon begin a coursi

In 1871 he erected

which was the

wife of

l

1

is

in

y<

ce,

Wasl

residing in

Oswald, who

found his

afterward by the creek
uth had crawled to get a drink.
In the meantime Mr. Stratton had taken
and in partnership with Mr. Mfortiegan raising stock.
Our subject
riginal claim audi kept adding to
he had twelve hundred acre- of land.
well improved with buildings, windmills and

where the

of

Jeff Creigler, a

phos, in

I

who were

lie

teacher; Vivian, a pupil

remained.
Soon after,
an came driving across the prairie,
standing in himanaging his
tli
one hand while using a revolver
other, while his wife lay down in
-cape the wild shi ©ting of the
-.

1

whom

;.

tt

but Mr. Stratti n ti Id
stand his ground he

dead, well

and wa> married n Jessie
he had six children; AnEdward White, a farmer

.

i

there

turned

r<

and

efficient superfine'

firmary since the

1st

1

of

Mar

1
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this position he has discharged his duties
with promptness and fidelity. For nineteen
years he has made his home in the Sunflower
'state, years actively devoted to its upbuilding
and improvement. He was born in Fulton
county, Indiana, near Rochester, April 2,

1861/ a son of Uriah Wilson, a native of
The latter followed farming as
Kentucky.
a life occupation, and of the Baptist church
At
he was an active and worthy member.
his wife's death she left the following chilNancy, Jones, Lewis, George, W. A.,
dren
Malinda, Indiana. Joseph M., and Marion

—

—

Jane.
three children,
They
T.
Harriet and Doc. who died in childhood.
Marion T. Wilson, the subject of this
also

lost

was deprived of a mother's loving
when he was quite small, and was reared

review,

care
011

in

an Indiana farm, receiving his education
However, he has
the public schools.

added largely

to his

knowledge since put-

In

[876

tlie_\-

cast in their lot with the pio-

neer settlers of Rice county, Kansas, where
the father followed agricultural pursuits.
Th'i

Lodema

S., Sarah Almeda, Jacob
Lemira, Amanda. Charles
Celesta, Ida Aldora, John
Wesley, Maggie Ann. Eda Iona, Lola Levina,, Mattie Pearl and James William. The
last named died at the age of four years,

namely:
Oliver,

Eliza

Franklin, Cora

and the

fifth

child,

Amanda,

best qualified for office.

107. K. P.

with entire satisfaction to

all

concerned.

The

farm consists of one hundred and sixty acres
of well improved land, and there he is engaged in general farming, raising all kinds
The place is also
of produce and vegetables.
good grade of horses,
well stocked with
cows and hogs. The farm is under a high
f cultivation and everything about the
state
place is neat and thrifty in appearance.
In Rice county, Kansas, in 1S87. Mr.
Wils n was united in marriage to Eliza
Lemira Thompsi n, a lady of intelligence and
She is a daughter of James and
refinement.
Margaret (Fullmer) Thompson. The parents were married in Portaige county, Ohio,
but subsequently removed to Stark county,
that state, where Mrs. Wilson was born in
1866.'
The parents afterward removed to
Iowa, locating in Muscatine county, and in
1S70 took up their abode in Keokuk county.
1

when

i

state,
a resident of the Sunflower
casting in his lot with the residents of Rice
He has resided in both Union and
county.

Wilson townships, and has ever borne his
part in the work of progress and improveMarch 1, 1 891. he was made superment.
intendent of the county infirmary, and his
duties in this position have been performed

died

seven years of age.
The mother f this family died in Rice county, Kans is, in
May,
She was a loving wife and mother
1895.
and a true friend, and her loss was deeply
mourned. One sou, Charlie T., has blessed
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson.
He was
born February 17, 1898.
Mr. Wilson is independent in his political views, casting his
ballot in support of the men whom he thinks

ting aside his text-books by reading,
In 1882 he
vation and practical experience.

became

He

with the Democratic party.
James
mpsi n and wife had fourteen children,

affiliates

tions he

is

GEORGE
eral

In his social rela-

connected with Lyons Lodge, No.

D.

HOSS.

George D. Hoss, who is engaged in genfarming and stock-raising, owns and

operates a valuable farm on section 15, Victoria township, Rice county.
He was born
in Shrewsbury township, Sullivan county,
Pennsylvania, at Hunter's Lake. December
14, 1850.

His

father,

John PL

ss,

was burn

Lycoming county. Pennsylvania, of Gerj
ancestry, and was reared to farm life
During the Civil
in the state of his nativity.
war he offered his services to the Union,
becoming a member of G mpany G. Sixtyin

man

Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, of the
Division, Third Brigade. Sixth ArHe served his country with honor and distinction and returne to his home
with a creditable military record. His wifewas in her maidenhood Miss Elizabeth
Reed, and was a native of Ni rtlumiberland county, Pennsylvania, of German deThe parents resided near Hunter's
scent.
Lake for many years, and there reared their
family, consisting of five children, namely:

first

Sec

my

'iul

Corps.

1

HISTORY.
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>..

I

S.

Arritta

Mice,

C, William

Hiver

<

and Elizabeth M. Tin- father of
i

years,

Bfeventy-one

si

ai

famthe age of
this

Lycoming

in

Pennsylvania, and the mother died

county,

Pennsylvania, near Real:
in her maidenh

who was

wife,

county,

Pennsylvania, and died

county,

in

il
e

i

i

of the Church of Christ.
year-.

meml
liel

early taught

pursuit

nativity,

lessons

reliance.
I

i

if

the

state, was
the farm in
and there he was

of

-

i

E

economy

industry,

The public
afforded him

'

Si

educa-

his

tional privileges, but in the school of prac-

experience he has added largely to his
ming a well infi irmed

tical

man.

remained in 'enns) lvania until his
wenty-third year. when, in 1873, he removed

t.>

1

[e

]

Pi iwesl

Farver
namelj

[1

,

iwa,

r hi re

griculturaJ purs

•

Susan,

it

:

The

1

le

I

''

'and

in

[ester

I

The union of Mr. and Mrs.
been blessed with three living chil

da.

I

follows:
atherine, n
F. Dale, of Harrison township, Rii
1

ty

:

Elmer, who

years, and

of

at h< me; and Stella, a maiden
summers.
Two

I-

fourteen

and
[enry, died in
ildh
Ernest"
a twin brothei
young.
Mr. Hoss
rnierly affiliated with the
I

1

I

fi

ivith

central

and

party,

as a

member

and

his

»f
I

le

are

is

a

actn

e

Christ, and he

educatii n,

m

ml

is

a

1

\

rs

arm

rth.

warn

ird

'

f

all

\\

Kan-

GEOR

i>F.

and improvements neces

a well-regulated farm.
He raises
grade of horses and cows, and is ne of the
e and enterprising
farmers and
the locality.
•

George C. Cade,
living in Abbyville,

a

retired agr

was born

dure. Eng
'

t

Wales,
the 28th of December. 1876. Mr. II
united in marriage to Sarah Alice Farver.

they have travrney together, sharing with

twenty-five years

each other in
versity

185

1,

joys and sorrows,

She was

:

and
I

nine

its

!

:

is

July

vears.

a
6.

daughl
1871

1,

He was

its
I

rn

ad-

in

sylvania, in

1856.

TJ

David Cad
death occurred

when be was about
having n

in

Farver.

scent.

maiden

The
1

of the
friend

religioi

1

has manj

1

the

for several years

E

1

ife

\\

Church of
1

and the place is improved wit'
farm residence, large barns, a windmill, a
beautiful grove and orchard and all other
es

Aman-

d

sas,

:

ent dur-

I

;

id

one of the best and most

is

Mrs.

e; Peter,
n

ing the Civil war;
ca

-

which

.and

easi

I

74.

to Marion county,
wa, where
he remained for one year, returning thence
lvania, where he resided until Au[877, when he went to Warren
county. Iowa, there remaining until FebruThat year witnessed his arary (8, [884.
Kansas, and here he
has since remained.
In 1893 ne
ca ted on
his present farm of one hundred and sixty

acres,

Mr.

ents of nine children.

v
:

Sunflower

to the

liis

er

member

\\a-

sixty-si:

in

I.

who
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was united in marriage to Lewis Cade. The
latter was employed as a mull spinner in a
In May. 1854.
cotton factory in England.
he left the land of his birth and en ssed the
briny deep to America, locating in Upland, Pennsylvania, where he entered the
employ of John P. Crosier, a prominent
In August.
manufacturer of that place.
1854. his family also left the old world for
the new, spending forty-tw
voyage from Liverpool to Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.
Mr. and Mrs. Cade reared

George C, whose
four children, namely:
introduces this review; Elizabeth, the
wife of William Tate, a resident of Living-

name
st

11

ci

who became
both are now

unty. Illinois; Jane,

the

dewife of Isaac Mclver, but
ceased, leaving five children, most of whom
reside in this county; and Samuel, who followed agricultural pursuits in Adam- o unty, Nebraska, where bis death occurred on
the 27th of May, 1876, and during the Civil
war he was a gallant soldier for six months.
At his death he left one son and one daughter.

George C. Cade entered upon his business career at the early age of eight years,
becoming a piecer in the cotton factory in
which his father was employed. In 1854 he
accompanied his mother on her rem- val to
the United States, and after his arrival in
this

country he entered a

factory in

Up-

where he had charge of
two spinning jennies. He left tinin 1861, and in September, 1864, he became
a soldier in the Civil war, enlisting from
Dixon, Illinois, in Battery G. Second Illinois Light Artillery.
He remained in service until August, 1865, when he received
an honorable discharge and returned to his
Fur the past ten years he has rehome.
ceived a pension in compensation for his
services during that memorable struggle.
In October, 1873, Mr. Cade came
from
Philadelphia, where he had resided for six
months, to Reno county, Kansas, where he
homesteaded a quarter section of land in
Westminster township, n section 18. and
his son now owns and occupies that proper-

land, Pennsylvania,

1

188] our subj(
-ul Meet
secured a tree
claim of a quarter section on section
ty.

In

Plevna township, and he also owns another
farm of one hundred and sixty acres in the
same township. In January, 1893. Mr.
Cade put aside the active duties of farm labor and removed to the beautiful home which
he now occupies, located on section 16,
Westminster township, one-half a mile west
of Abbyville, where he has a modern twostory frame residence, which is sum urn led
by five acres of rich and fertile land. YVben
Mr. Cade arrived in the Sunflower >tate his
landed possessions consisted of tw
and a wagon' and one hundred and fifty dollars in money, and all that he now owns is
the result of hi-

own

well directed

efforts':

He

has fought the battle of life earnestly
and energetically, and by indomitable courage and integrity has achieved both character

and fortune.

On the 19th of July. 1858. Mr. Cade was
united in marriage to Mis< Emily S. Chalfant. whi) was born in Delaware ci unty,
Pennsylvania, on the 17th of August, 1837,
husband opened his

just four days before her

eyes to the light of day. She is a daughter
of Robert G. and Sarah
WorthingtoriJ
Chalfant. natives also of Delaware o unty.
The father was a wheelwright by occupaa
(

Of their eight children, six daughters
and two sons, all grew to years of maturity and were married.
The eldest sod
William S. Chalfant. who was a sailor, was
tion.

buried at sea, leaving a wife to mourn his
The second son, Jefferson W.. was
in 1849. an'd ms death occurred in
He was
1893, leaving an only daughter.

loss.

born

employed as a policeman in Upland. PennMrs. Cade now has three sisters
living.
Her mother died when she had
reached the age of sixty-five years, and in
1889 her father died in his eighty-jirst year.
Unto our subject and wife have be
twelve children, six of whom grew t< years
of maturity.
The eldest. Robert L.. was
born July 23. 1864. in Lee county, Illinnis.
and is now engaged in agricultural pursuits
near his father's farm.
He has a wife and
Edwin C. was hern on the 17th
one son.
of August. 1866. and is engaged in farming
in Woods county, Oklahoma.
He has a
wife and one daughter.
John A., who was
sylvania.

>
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b

March

28, [868, met with a
having accidentally shot himself,

ni

dent,

1

1

his

icer

He was

ccupatii

of maturity, was

d

Margaret
on the 14th of Febmary, [870.
M.. who was born May 3. [872, is the wife
ma, and
of Irvin Marteney, als
they have three si 11-. Amelia \\\. the youngest child, was born April 23,
the wife of Samuel A. Birket, and they

souri

1;

bry

:

to

tl

incum-

ship clerk, being the present
that

1

>rr,ce.

lie ha-

board, the cause of
ever finding in him a warm friend.
the
his wife are members of
ptist church .if Abbyville. Hi- life
a
all

v

living

county, Miss

was

a

Daniel

Republican.
Tuttle.

whose name in'
ed in West Virginia

and Missouri, spending his
In [858 he reyouth in those two states.
Missouri and at the age of twentyone years was united in marriage to Miss

:

and

and

Parmelia;

father had

faith

elected

Dam

f

•

litical matters Mr. Cade affiliates
with the Republican party, and for three
nship truste<
f the peace for many
3

:

comma

Brio

me

unty, Kansas, as the place

Mis-

-t

Infantry under

with her parents.
All of
the children were born in Lee county, llliclaims Ren
her nati\ ity.

Miss

I

r

died at the age of twen
seven children, namel)

In

utl

the w

in

With his parents. -Sarah J. is the wife of
lame- Gagnel in, Jr.. a farmer of K
tv. and they have one

ir

"I

167

Ma

n the 31st of

the thirty-fourth yea

a farmer bj

Jesse

there.

=

enrring
in

i

busy, useful and

who know him esteem him

highly

"

Frank Sweet,

in

v.

York and who

New

died in Lewis count). Mis-

souri, at thi

rmer by occupation, following that
pursuit in order to pri vide f< r his family,
lie mar;

i

if twenty
in Ohio and died
The
vears. leaving one child. Mrs. Tuttle.

born

1

lather

was again marrii

DAXIEL TUTTLE.

nely
tha.

known

well

unship.

Rice

county,

citizens

1

f

Daniel

is

honored veteran of the Civil war
valued and enterprising citizen, now

Tuttle. an

and a

agricultural interests

':

in

He

the Sunflower state.
at
Lice

is

ai

West Virginia has

count}',

for hi- birth oc-

Daniel 1
while tli

1S45

His

father,

"1>

Daniel Tuttle entered tl
try as a defender of the Union cause,
became a incur
ninth

Mi

teer

1

one of

Infantry, under

Kou'chner, while his

comman

company was

m

'

Tice.

ele\ e

ry
te

lie

1

served for

n in the sam-,.

h, Marand Etta.

Jeremi

His third wife bore him seven children,
namely: Joseph, George, Daniel. Ellen,
William. Elsie and Katie.
Fter hi- marri
It was

iy. in that state.
.

:

Mar

During most of

and

the time he

fidelit;

Ik-

1 1
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being stationed at different parts of the state
to maintain quiet, law and order
in Missouri against the rebels, guerrillas and
bushwhackers.
With his command he participated in a number of skirmishes
and
smaller engagements.
On one occasion the
regiment was engaged in a fight with the
troops of Colonel Bill Anderson, a noted

bushwhacker and

guerrilla.

Missouri,

>unty,

I

the

At Centralia,
Union regi-

with one hundred and fifty
men, and of that number one hundred and
;nkilled or wounded.
five
were
twenty
pany Jl lost twenty-five men. Captain Tice
being the only officer who escaped, and many

ment went

in

O

of the
the

men were

killed or massacred after
had surrendered to Bill Anderson.

troi ps

Mr. Tuttk was honorably discharged in
1865 and made his way to St. Louis. Missouri, and returned to his home, where he
took up farming. Prior to his marriage he
engaged in agricultural pursuits upon
Schuyler
a
farm of
es
in
•

>

but after a time be
of that property and purchased
ent farm, which he bought in

disposed

county,

is

known

as the

Lehman Wright

his

pres-

1S97.
place,

It

and

comprises one hundred and sixty acres of
the best land in the Kansas. It is pleasantly
located five miles from Alden and eight

from Lyons and the improvements
which Mr. Tuttle has placed upon it constitute it a valuable and desirable property.
In politics he is a Republican and is a member of Lancaster Post, No. 92. G. A. R. He
miles

likewise

and

belongs

to

Christian church,
such as to com-

the

in all respects his life is

mend him
who know

to the respect

and regard of

all

him.

WILLIAM

P.

HINDES.

The unostentatious routine

of

private

although of vast importance to the
welfare of the community, has not figured
life,

any great extent in the pages of history.
But the names of men who have distinguished themselves by the possession of
those qualities of character which mainly
contribute to the success of private life and
to

to the public stability, and who have enjoyed the respect and confidence of those
around them should not be permitted to
Their example is more valuable to
perish.
the majority of readers than that of heroes,
statesmen and writers, , as they furnish
means if subsistence for the multitude w hi an
they in their useful careers have employed.
Such are the thoughts that involuntarily
come to our minds when we consider the
(

life

of him whose name initiates this sketch.
Born near Waukesha. Wisconsin, Sep-

tember 27, 1856, William P. Hindes was
reared to the honest toil of the farm, but
by his industry and enterprise has won a
prominent place for himself in business circles, being now .the principal lumber dealer
and general merchant of Mitchell. Rice
county, Kansas.
He is a son of Francis
G. and Eliza (Smith) Hindes, the former
a descendant of one of the honored Xew

England

families.

He was

born

in

Yer-

mlont and came to Wisconsin when thirteen years of age with a sister and grew to
manhood there, where he married and en-

gaged in farming.
He was a self-made
man, starting out in life a poor boy and
depending entirely upon his own efforts,
and by hard work and honest dealing was
successful and accumulated a fine property.
He remained in Wisconsin until after his
children were born and then sold out and
moved to western Kansas, settling in Cheyenne county, where he engaged in farming
and stock-raising, but the crops were short
and the crash in .the cattle trade of 189.4.
was disastrous to his finances and he lost
heavily, becoming so discouraged that he
disposed of his interests in western Kansas
and in the spring of 1895 moved to Mitchell,
where he acted as salesman in his son's
store until his death, which occurred on
He served as
the 29th of October, 1S9S.
a soldier in the Civil war, received an honorable discharge and later in his life received a small pension for his services from
the government.
His brothers and sisters
were: Hiram. John and Robert, who also
served in the Civil War; and Jane, now
Mrs. Thomas.
He married Miss Eliza
Smith, a native of England, ami the
daughter of William Smith, a wagon-

ryi^l-L^^^u^j
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trade, who spent his last
He had
with his daughter in Wisconsin.
children:
John C, of Lincoln, Nein
Eng\\ illiam, who remained
braska

maker by

:

land; and Eliza, the mother of our subject.
and Eliza
of Francis
G.
g-e
ssed with five chil(Smith 'II:

Sarah, now Mrs. Rosier;
namely:
William I'., our subject; .Mary, now deuh.> married Mr. Weaver; Ellen,
the wife of William C. Hfden; and Kate,
who became the wife of E. T. Fraker.
dren,

.

P.

i

1

linde?. the subject of this

review, was reared in Wisconsin, hi? native
and remained under the parental

he grew to manhood, acquiring
:ation in the common scfr
In 1877 he went to Missouri, locating at
St. Joseph, where he engaged in the dairy
business and married, remaining there until

til

when he moved

1885,

western Kana land claim
These he

to

homesteaded

re-empted a claim.

improve and
day

early

cultivate, but the

section of the country at that
were often almost a total fail-

that

.

Becoming discouraged he moved
where ne still makes his home,
-aged in the hardware business.
rm implements, meeting with

heavilv.

tchell.

15 he added lumber,
extensive lumber yard and furnishing even-thing in building material
In iqoo he erected a large
that is needed.

by eighty
basement, and in this
.

titty

with

feet,

a

commodious

ck he now carries a full line of
hardware, tinware, harness, lumber, furniture, farming implements and in fact nearly
every article needed by farmers except dry;

:e

coming

to cen-

tral

Kansas he has been very successful

his

business,

prise

and

dence
all

the

is

owing

tine

to

his

His

Fisher

resi-

(

Ihii

I

I

|

hristopher,
I

1

1

:

1.

1

:

1

1

of Chase, Rice county, l\
The marriage of our subject and his
wife has been blessed with two interesting
children, Ada, born November 6, ii
Mrs.
Sarah E.. born September 7. [896.
Hindes, who before her marriage was a
successful school teacher and bookkeeper,
bright and capable business woman,
is a
and is now assisting her husband in his
by acting as his secretary and
bookkeeper. She is an active worker in all

J.,

enterprises and is a faithfui
of the Methodist Episcopal church.

charitable

Mr. Hindes was formerly

D

a

ical affiliations, but is now a stanch
Republican, and by that party was nominated and elected in 1893 to the p< sition of
township clerk, which position he filled with
credit to himself and to the entire satisEarly in
faction of his fellow citizens.
[890 he was' made deputy
Mitchell and soon after received the ap:

pointment of postmaster, which p
still

hold-. Socially he

'

with the

Odd Fellows and
Modern Woodmen organize"

Independent Order of
the

demeanor he is quiet and unostentatious,
manner he is pleasant aand genial.

in

in

energy, enter-

business ability.

1

and
of Xew Jersey, and they were married in
farm*
Illinois.
le was a
ed from Illinois to Kansas in 1891,
where for a time he
base,
clerked in a Store, and later
where he and his wife now reside
and he is conducting the p>
Mary, who
ildren area- follows:
married W. IE '.catty Frances, now the
KanE C.
wife
W. Mini r;
sas; Ida M., the wife of our subject: Ada.
who became the wife of E. J. Huff; and J.

member

as well as his neighbor-;.

.

rah

er a native of

tleman

who

the frier
quaintances.

large and commodious, containing

modern conveniences and improve-

DOUGLASS
Mr. Hindes was united in m&rri
Illinois, to Miss Ida M. Christo
was born in Jersey county, llli
ruary 24,
1863, and is a daughter

inent

of

E.

TEDROW.

M. D.

among

er county, K
bered the gentleman whose name

ii

1
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this sketch, his home being
in
Medicine
In his career he has shown that he
has the ability to plan wisely and execute
with energy a combination which, when possessed by men in any walk
I life, never fails

Lodge.

1

i'

effect n< (table results.

Dr. Tedrow was born in Athens county,
Ohio, November 23, 1842, and comes of a

His paternal grandfather, Reuben Tedrow, was hern in Pennsylvania of
Scotch and Dutch ancestry. The Keystone
state was also the birthplace of Alex. Tedrow, the father
our subject.
His early
life was spent in Pennsylvania and Ohio.
and on reaching manhood he was united in
marriage with Miss Ellen Savage, a native of Guernsey county, Ohio.
Unto them
were born thirteen children, seven sons and

goi d family.

i

1

whom

six daughters, of
ing,

namely

:

Maggie

;

Charles, twins: William;
lass E.,

our subject.

seven are
Elias

Meda

;

;

still

In politics the father

was a Jacksonian Democrat, and bj
pation was both a miller and farmer.
died at the age
the m ther passed

liv-

James and
and 1> ug1

ecu-

He

and
age of fiftyeight.
She was an earnest and consistent
member if the Methodist Episcopal church,
and both were highly respected and esteemed by all who knew them.
On the old home farm in Athens county,
Ohio, Dr. Tedrow passed the days of his
boyhood and youth, learning lessons of honesty and industry.
His literary education
was accpiired in the neighboring schools,
which he attended until sixteen years of age.
When the country became involved in civil
war he enlisted, in 1S61, in Company D.
Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Captain William E. Metcalf and G lone!
McClain, of Dayton, Ohio. He participated
in engagements at Cedar Mountain, Chantilly and Winchester.
He was all through
the Shenandoah campaign, fighting against
Stonewall Jackson's troops most of the time,
and was in the engagement at Cross Keys
and many ither skirmishes. During the battle of Chancellorsville, -May 2, 1863, he was
1

f

forty-eight years,

away

at the

1

1

—

three times wounded
in the left leg. the
right arm and the right leg. The la

Mich a serious nature that the limb had to

He was taken prisoner and
conveyed to the field hospital, where he remained thirteen days before he was able to
lie removed.
He was cared for by a Union
surgeon. Dr. Myers, of the Twenty-fifth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, who performed
be amputated.

the operation.
Our subject was at length
transferred to the hospital at Potomac Bay,

above Washington. D. C, and was
patient in the
delphia,

West End Hospital

a

later

Phila-

at

Pennsylvania, where he remained

until receiving his discharge

from the

serv-

He

then returned to his home in Athens county, Ohio.
There he was married, in 1867, to Miss
Elizabeth Tifrie. wdio was born in Coshocton county, Ohio, but was reared and eduHer parents were
cated in Athens county.
ice.

Uriah and Leah (Cox)

Tiffie. also

natives

Her father w as a
of the Buckeye state.
stanch supporter of the Repubican party,
and throughout life followed the occupation
Both he and his wife died at
of farming.
the age of seventy-five years, honored and
respected by

all

who knew

Eighteen

them.

children were born to them, and of this number three sons were soldiers of the Civil war,
namely: James, a member of the FortietS

Ohio Volunteer Infantry: John, a member
Ohio Infantry; and Marion, also a member of an Ohio regiment.
Tedrow
were born eight
Unto Dr. and Mrs.

of the Twenty-fifth

children,

hut

Herbert died

at

the age of

Those living are Mrs. Ellen
Dearth, a resident of Syracuse. Kansas
Emma, who is married and resides in Medicine Lodge: H. A. and Lewis L.. who are
engaged in farming and the cattle business
fifteen years.

Barber county, being associated with
Mrs. Eva McClary, f Kansas!
City, Missouri; Mrs. Grace Ireland, of Kiowa. Kansas: and Ernest, at home.
in

their father:

1

k
While residing in Ohio Dr. Tedn a
up the study of medicine and attended lecin
tures at the Columbus Medical College,
'--1 and [872, graduating in the latter
year.
He then engaged in practice in that
y when he came to Kansas
•1,0 an office in Garden City. Finney
i

,

county, wdiere he followed his chi -en proj
r si me time.
Since 18S9 he has
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home

jnade his

Medicine Lodge, and

in

the

in

is

cattle

G
folin
Mary, Adolphus and Bruce
was a mat

Charles,

(

.

irant,

gett

twelve hundred acres
mty, and
western
arc meeting with most excellent 51

and

mem-

his wife are both

and

bers of the Christian church,

h<
1

74. <i

identified

He
with the Republican party.
line ph) sique, being si x feet in

a

i-

man

of

il

;

life.

As

a citizen he has always been found true to
every trust reposed in him, so that his loy-i

and

manifested in
days of peace as well as when he fought fi r
ig and the cause it represented. As
red pioneer and highly respected
is certainly deserving of honora-

alty

i-

afo vc questii n,

is

I

ble

mention

the history of his

in

JOHN

ssful

citizen- of
sas,

i-

hn

Ji

and enterprising-

Spivey, Kingman county, KanS. Liggett, whose residence in
iSSi.
Fi r
:

twenty years he has been identified with
business

-mall factor in its development.
early life of John S. Liggett

The
spent

its

and enterprises and has

interests

in

where he was
-

t>

rn in

1859.

uthern birth, he was
f

•

Aid
f

r* rtliern

Pennsylvania.

His pa-

Family having
inent in the state

<

were Shields and Elizal
both of whom were natives of
Pennsylvania.
After their marriage they

Liggett,

to

Upshur

unty,

and there they reared
dren, eight

names

smis an/;

hieing as

i

a

West

le lived

Virginia.

family of ten chil:rs.

:

-.

.

death was uniformly
and neighbi irs. The

ami his

1

1

subject survived her seventieth yi
was a woman of lovely Christian character,
leaving an impress upon her childn
recall her example and her ad
1

\, el

re in

c mfort-

Liggetl of this
able circumstances, Mr.
sketch, was early taught to he indu ri
habil has always clung to him. enabling him to accomplish in

many men

finish

whole

a

in

lifetime.

early education was obtained in
of his native locality, and this

His

tin

a life cr.< wded with ex]
[n
[879 Mr. Liggett cam.
country and took an
ing the states
Nebraska, MisColoradi
souri and Texas.
le then
east, where he remained two years, and in
18S1 came west again, taking up
deuce in Kingman county. Kansas. He
opened a land office in Cleveland, handling
Richland and Belmi nt
in both

mented by

1

1

E

.

1

townships, and was ah
is
in farming and
He built a large grain e\
Cleveland and kept a general sfc re in that
Durplace, in addition to dealing in grain.
ing his years of large dealing in hi rses and
cattle he made many overland
and he was one of the first men t< bring
droves of Tex.iss the plains.
Mr. Liggett is nov
I

stock.

ticularly in the real estate business in Spi-

vey, vvhe

I

rents

moved

I

;

in

I

was
county, West Virginia,

Upshur

ity.

pn ininent and useful

1

LIGGETT.

S.

I

their

I

Weighing two hundred and ten pounds,
nature,
rmed and of
he makes many friends, and is held in high
iy
with
he
all
is
bn
ught
in
whom
g

which

.

in the

their

Maria.

m

large acreage of pn perty

[898.

1

[1

county, including a handsome town residence, and a
stock farm of four hundred acre- which is
in this

well stocked with valuable cattle an
he has large
and in otl
interests, notably in Wichita.

K

Texas.
Mr. Liggett handles mat
farm- and grazing land-, improves
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and also deals in town realty,
properties in WichHis long residence in the state and his
various interests have made him widely
known, and few men are better posted on
the customs and laws of this section.
In
him is found a rare combination of keen

was born sixty-five years
he had reached man's estate he

erty for sale

Jr.,

managing some valuable

ago.

ita.

wedded Nancy Wickerham, who was borq
in Adams county and was a daughter of Peter and Elizabeth (Copeland) Wickerham
Her mother was a native of County 'own,
Ireland, born near Belfast, and was of
Scotch-Irish parentage.
Daniel and Xancy
Sharpe became the parents of four sons and

business sagacity with open-hearted generwhich latter quality has brought him

osity,

On November

occurred the

18S4.

20.

marriage of Mr. Liggett to Miss Etta M.
Steven-, the estimable daughter of W. H.

known

citizen of Cleveland,

Kansas.
Mr. Stevens married Miss HarSnyder, who was born in Pennsylvania,
and they had a family of six children, namely
W. E. Etta M. J. W. Emma Alice
and Charles.
Mr. Stevens was a soldier
during the Civil war, and was born in the
state of Illinois.
Mrs. Liggett was reared
and educated in Logan county, Illinois, and
is a lady of culture and womanly graces. Mr.
and Mr-. Liggett have two bright children:
Miss Jessie, who has reached the age of
fifteen: and Roscoe, who is aged eleven.
In political sentiment Mr. Liggett is a
stanch Republican, and is an influential
riet

;

:

member

of

;

:

public-spirited,

and popular

He

party.

his

father,

When

1

four daughters, namely: Annabell, wife of

hosts of friends.

Stevens, a well

the

and

is

citizens

;

is

liberal

and

one of the esteemed

Kingman

of

county.

James Ingram, of Hamilton county. Ohio;
Charles Oscar,

Wickerham,
Sarah

Mrs.
also

living

CHARLES

O.

liable citizens

who

cultural pursuits,

SHARPE.
its full

Charles O. Sharpe.

quota of

re-

are interested in agri-

and among

who

is

this

number

living on

is

sec-

tion 8.
He was born in Adams county,
Ohio, March 12, 1862, and the record of his
ancestry is one of which he has every reason
to be proud, for members of the family have
ever been honest, upright and industrious.
The Sharpes are of German lineage, and the
family was founded in America at an early

day.

Daniel Sharpe, the grandfather of our
was born in Pennsylvania, whence
he afterward removed to Adams county,
Ohio. In the latter district Daniel Sharpe.
subject,

this

review
Mary E.
county,
Ohio;

in

:

Adams

Campbell,
same county

the

who

is

Ulric

:

Zwengie, a successful professor, who for
some years has been connected with educational interests; David S., a bheolos
real
student in the United Presbyterian
College, of Xenia, Ohio: Robert Hamilton, who is living in Adams county, Ohio;
and Eva E., who is still with her parents.

The

children received excellent educational
and five of the number have been
successful teachers.
The father desired to
give his sons and daughters good opportune

privileges,

they might be welland responsible duties

ties in that direction that

fitted for the practical

of

life.

Through farming he provided

for

the support of his family.

In politics he is
a Republican, and both he and his wife are
members of the Covenanters church, to

which most of

Center township has

of

of

Florence

their children belong.

Charles O. Sharpe became familiar with
farm work on the old homestead where he
was reared. The lessons of industry and
honesty which were instilled into his mind
in his youth have largely shaped his career

and have made him a man worthy of the
high regard in which he is uniformly held.
When a youth of sixteen he began to earn
his own livelihood by working by the month.
In 1885 he came to Rice county. Kansas,
where he has since made his home, and it

was not until the following year that he
was married, on the 28th of September,
1880, in Lyons, the lady of his choice being Miss Ruth Almyrta Reed, a lady f inand good family. She wa- born
in Adams county. Ohio,
and the, public
school system of that locality provided her
1

telligence
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.with

who

privileges which she
daughter of En

educational

the

She

>yed.

Iriji

is

.1

March u, [867, leaving

died

a widi

bond and w
of

\\

w

th' -e

lie was a name of
ami eleven children.
ami throughout his active career
time and energies to farming.
The cause
temperance found in him a.

ad

1

Seen

Ohio.

of iur children are yet living,

William, who resides in Rice
county. Kansas; Anna Florence, of Missouri; Mrs. Belle Smittle, of Adams county,
in
liarles, living
Missouri; Mrs.
;

ty

;

11-

1

per. also living in

who makes

Fenton,

his

Adam- o unhome in Mis-

and Mrs. Ruth A. Sharpe.
Those
have passed away are: Mrs.
ter. Mr-.
art, Air-. I.
am! Townsend. The marriage f Mr. and
rpe has been Messed with four children
Eva Lena, who was born January

souri:
uli'

|

sas, is

:

ember 3.
omer Daniel, born June 30,
They also lost one child. Orj Enos,
er [3, [895, at the age of
'

nine n* mths.
in

After his marriage Mr. Sharpe located
Rice county. Kansas, and subsequently

abode upon a farm which he
[892 he purchased eighty acres
»wnship,
13. Rayrm nd
e still owns.
The following year he
"inn of one hundred
and. sixty acres near Chase, and is
il
farming.
His life has been
quietly passed, but is characterized by dehis

In
n

sectii n

ti

1

by

es,

duty and

fidelity to

lication to his business

1

!e has never
he has been a
I

member

him

id in

desired ofof the school

and the caus

5,

FORTNA.

K.

leml ership.

itizen,

and

a

warm

his

pal

whose

prominenl and enter-

friend.

life

n

ife

church.
is

He

(Kaufman) Fortna,

miller

1

1

nd died

1>\

His

state.

child
(

David,

Jr.

tis,

with, hi-

i

;

his native

is

a

the fa-

Henry; Edimore;
a

Ji

lm

:

id

Pi

was born and reared

learned

sylvania,

w irked

-

'.

;

in

Curtis,

1

ther of our subject:

in

Penn-

the miller's tn
father in the mills until he

freighting with horse team-, tl
transportation at that time,

Off

settled

on

der

hi- life,

1

a

and later
where he spent the remaindying

a farm,

ii

was a

quiet, industrious ami honesl farmer.
caring nothing for political or public life,
lie married Mi-- Fann)
Kai
Pennsylvania, but of German or
Pennsylvania Dutch di
were industrii 1:- and w rthy farn
her parents were consistent membet
Lutheran church. Unl
!

Fortna were

bom

eleven children.

lows:
Felix; Curtis; Casmas; Mate: Fanny; Ann: Elizabeth,
fifteen years; David K., the
review Jol
ml Abrahai:
and her husband both died in Pennsylvania
and were buried in th<
.

;

He

whose

in

g Curtis and Fanny
both natives of Pennhe paternal grandfatl r of our
-I >a\ id Fortna,
a'
Pennsylvania, but of French descent.
Ha

1851,

sylvania.

•

is

review,

name

wa

received

intr

a

became familiar with

all

tl

I

upright,

hum

a

hi-

agregational church he
Metl

the most

Franklin county, Pennsylvan

lependently, regardless of party af-

the

ass- iciated.

David K. Fortna, who was

1

IQOI.

is

1

namely:

Laura

WID

Among

Ruhama Ann Summers Recti, and
now makes her home in Adams county,

Mr-;.

she

im he

hi

RepuiblicI

is

w

ith

D

1'

1

warm

"71

in

tl

and normal schools and remained

i

-

farm
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tive county until

1872.

to Massillon, Ohio,

when he came west

where he remained un-

when he moved

Kansas, locating

til

187c;.

in

Reno county, where he bought

to

farm and

a

Unite extensively in farming- and
the raising of stock, mostly cattle and sheep,
remaining in this business three years. In

1882 he sold his farm and moved to Chase,
where he has since remained and engaged
Scon alin different branches of business.
ter arriving in Chase he engaged with S. 11.
manager
and
of
Chatten. as superintendent
his hardware and lumber business, in which
capacity he is now serving, having for twenty years had full charge of the business, as
Mr. Chatten resides in Kansas City. Under
Mr. Fortna's management the business has
increased in volume and importance and Mr.
Chatten has unbounded confidence in his integrity and ability to conduct his business
In connection with the hardware
for him.

and lumber business he handles
building material, fuel and coal.

all

kinds of
has m t

He

confined his efforts entirely to that line of
business, as he erected a large elevator and
is one of the largest grain dealers in the
town, buying and shipping large quantities
of grain. He also bought and shipped most
of the live stock, cattle and h
At one time he also
i the county.
conducted a drug store and is actively iden-

all

this part

<

with the business and farming interChase and vicinity, being widely and
favorably known and commanding the respect and confidence of his fellow men.
On the 27th of March, 1875. Mr. Fortna was united in marriage to Miss Clara

tified

ests of

Wa>rdell, a lady of intelligence and culture,
born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, and a
daughter of George Wardell, a stone mason
by trade. He and his wife were both members of the Methodist church, and died in
Ohio. They were the parents of the following children
Clara, the wife of our subject; Hattie, now Mrs. Mumaw
Victoria,
\\ hi
married F. Meese; Melvin Mack Laura
Wert; and Cloe, the wife of Casper
Belleville.
The father by a former wife had
two children. Lue and Jonas. The union of
our subject and his wife was blessed with
three interesting sons:
Herbert, born in
:

;

1

;

;

;

1S77; Dayton, born in 1882; and Frank,
Mr.
born in 1888, who are yet at home.
Fortr.a is an active and consistent member of the Christian church, and the children are thus surrounded by all the hallowed influences of a Christian home. The
wife and mother Fortna died in January,
[896, and on June 27, 1901, Mr. Fortna
married Miss Mary E. Collin-. i Stafford,
Kansas.
Mr. Fortna is a self-made man, who, by
his unflagging industry, good judgement,
excellent business ability and straightfor1

~>

worked his way upward
comparatively humble pi sition to a

ward

dealing, has

from

a

place of prominence in business circles.

has accumulated a

He

handsome competence,

lias a beautiful home in which are found all
the conveniences and comforts of life, and
has a fine farm and other valuable propera

rents, all the result of his own efIn his political affiliations he is a
stalwart Democrat, doing all in his powa

which he
forts.

promote the growth and insure the sucand although he does not]
political preferment, he was appointed and served as a postmaster of Chase
during President Cleveland's administration.
He is a member of the Fraternal Aid
Society and is a loyal, enterprising and
to

cess of his party,

aspire to

public-spirited citizen,

taking an active

in-

in all measures for the advancement
and progress of the community in which he
lives and is held in the highest respect and
esteem by all with whom he comes in contact
both in his private and public life.

terest

TAMES DYMOXD.
James Dymond

is one of the prominent
early settlers of Rice county. Kansas, who,

since March 3, 1877, has been identified
with the interests of this portion >•{ the stetl
and has contributed in no small measure to
its development and progress along material
and substantial lines.
lie was lorn in Devonshire. England, November 15,
1836.
and is a son of William and Elizabeth
(Greeslade) Dymond, who were also na-
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the year

!;,

Lookoi

[8 [8

England and crossed the Atwhere he made prep-

\\ ith

.

his family. \\!m
i

n

I

Relh

in

tied

where,

-

the war,

years,

Sterling townRice county, where he died
i

ship,

the battle

in

i

i

many

r

fi

and at Lime Stone S
"1
hundred
m men wh<
iii

I

1

w

1
1

of ninet;

|i

tivity in

the centra]

•i

was known

for

time when,

i

1856, he cast
ing Fre-

in

firsi

He was

mont.

reared
church.
lis

the

in
\\

I

fait!

1

was

Twelve

the sons
]
J

v\

fenders of
war. namely:
of the

1

during the Civil

who was

ohn,

member

a

•hio Infantry:
and William
M. The other children of the family were
Anna. Richard, now deceased; Samuel,

Frank, Alice. Alfred.

Elizabeth,

.Mary

J.

and Fred.

Dymond

-

year- of his

spent

in the

life

and then bade adieu

to the

reparati
er

1

>rj

1

f

!

h me and
ti

-

that

and hardships

his

at tin

.change.

'

was

le

record he rerun
nf

field

ti

:

1

1

bravery and had
and

the

al

star-,

nation.

Mr. D)'mond

at

tin

war

1

turned ti
was united in marriag
native of D

friends

ace mpanying
1

and mi

fields

ma

little

by her parents,
Selley,
beth
Ford
in 1X50.
The parents
1

1

Henry and

Eliza-

I

ere

the age

away

while the father passed
if sixty-five, his death

fifty-one,
1

Fremon

faith.

1

Of

their

fam-

in

the

winter

Mrs. Dyn
Beckley; and Mrs. Amelia Williams

lv:

ma and

the

in

Jessie are

now

deceased'.

nth three children:

The mar-

He

married Miss Minnie Gibson, and ha- one
n town-

si

August,

[861,

he

lun-

vi

ship.

Li

teered. bee iming a met

One Hu

He

at

m

1

reared in the

state at-

When

tain Nathaniel

re-

Selley, a

that

summer months, while
e pursued such edw

and

life

;

firsi

his nativity.

her en
the new
time fi rward he was
upon a farm, assisting in the

n

From

the

the

land

iven

pounds

chil-

were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Dyand fi >ur daughters, and

James;

greal

1

wh

ife,

well wi rthy of emulation.

mond

si

of prison

1

istian life

dren

cap-

in

1

Thunder, Anderson-

e

I

and in business
trustworthiness.
His

his

bul

his

by,

I

I

1

Hayn<

participated

in

t'

ter
:

-

-

i"

Henry

He

\V< hlford,

rried a daughand has one child.

lives in Sterling

township.

1
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Dymond began their doOhio, where they remained until March,
1877, when they came to Rice
Here our subject secure.!
county, Kansas.
a farm, the land being wild and unimproved.
He was owe of the first settlers in
To-day he owns one hunof the township.
dred and sixty acres of land on section 1,
Sterling t< wnship, and eighty acres in Atlanta township while his home farm is on
The place is
section 36, Wilson township.
improved with a good residence and barn, a
He
grove, and an orchard of five acres.
ed a farm of one hundred and sixty
acres in Washington township that is supplied with all modern conveniencies and is
m a the hi line and property of Henry Dymond. His landed possessions aggregate
two hundred and forty acres, and his propMr. and Mrs.

mestic

life in

I

erty

is

thrift.

a

monument

He

is

to his enterprise

straightfi

rward

in

all

and
his

dealings and his efforts have been attended
with a creditable degree of success, making
him one of the prosperous farmers of the

community. Socially he is connected with
George Mead Post, G. A. R.. and his wife is
a member of the Seventh Day Adventists'

He

to-day as true to his duties
when he followed the starry banner of the nation upon southern battlefields and fought in defense of the Uni m.
church.

is

of citizenship as

11

1

1

youngest son, Benjamin, did not marry,
but the others, Henry, Samuel and John,
each had small families.

John Schlichter, the father of our subwas born in Pennsylvania, in 1794,

ject,

and after arriving

at years of maturity he

wedded Elizabeth

Bechtel,

SCHLICHTER.

spective families to Canada.
born prior to 1800, and the

subject of this review, in
the exercise of the high functions of a holy
office has accomplished much in the upbuilding- of his fellow men, is a man of ripe
scholarship and attainments, and one to
whom specific recognition should assuredly
be made in this connection. He is likewise
identified with agricultural pursuits in Rice

and makes his home in Sterling.
He was born in Waterloo county, Ontario,
September 7, 1831, and on the paternal side
is descended from Huguenot and Swiss ancounty

The founders of the Schlichter
family in America came from Switzerland,
where thev had been engaged in business as

cestry.

The lady was
wedding took

They reared eleven of
1817.
their twelve children, three sons and eight
daughters, and all were married and, with
one exception, had families. Jacob, the eldesl s< a, had six sons and three daughters,
while Samuel reared ten of his fourteen
children, who were born of two marriages.

place about

The

father died in Canada, at the age of

sixty-three years,

and

his wife passed

away

Their remains
were interred in the Mennonite cemetery
They
near Roseville, in Waterloo county.
were prosperous farming people who lived
conscientious, upright lives and commanded
the respect of all with whom they came in
at the

same

this

ice.

On

place, in 1875.

By trade the father was a miller
exempted him from military -ervthe maternal side the subject of

of this review

The honored

who was born

near Lancaster, Pennsylvania, but before
their marriage they went with their re-

contact.

B.

of our subject

was a native of Pennsylvania and there carno!
agricultural pursuits until about
8 10, when, on account of his loyalist
views he removed to Canada.
He reared
The
four sons and one or two daughters.

and

REV. JOHN

The grandfather

foresters.

was of German

lineage.

Rev. John B. Schlichter spent his youtli
>ixin his parents' home and at the age
teen began learning the carpenter trade.
1

r

the ninth in order of birth in a family of eleven children, and thus it became
necessary that he should early provide for
Only two of the large
his own support.

He was

family, however, are now living, his sister,
Ider than himself, being the other
She is Mrs. Nancy Holman, the

survivor.

wife of Wendel Holman. After following
carpentering fo>r a time Mr. S<
realized the importance of education, and

age of twenty he entered a college in
Subsequently he reLeoni, "Michigan.

at the

JOHN

B.

SCHLICHTER.
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turned to Canada, where for several years
teaching school, bu
part of each year as a student in Oberlin
>hio, unilcr President
i

one hundred and
land near
Sterling and became one of the pii
g here in May,
11111
[872, w
the
:

1

sarnie

On

September, t86o, Mr.
Schlichter was united in marriage to Miss
llanna Brisfc >\\ of \\
daughter of John and
a
ada,
(Streeter) Bristow, both of whom were
the
former
d,
burn in June [801, the latter n the 31st
were married in Susof May.
sex, in 1830, and in [835 went to Canada
with three of their ten children', and seven
were added to the family circle in
The)
st an infanl
that countrj
rs, while
the

i

-'ill

month.

.

room, twelve bj eighteen feet.
At that
time there was no roof or floor, windows
as

as po

rapidly

commodious

1

1<

1

family but two are living,
and John Bristow, wl

their

Mrs.

r,

Middleville, Michigan. The parred their
were farming pe
amid the scenes of rural life, imlustry and
upon them les
The mother died in September,
integrity.
i"

ents

children

the father passed away in SepThey are now sleeping in
tember. 1881.
the Elmyra cemetery, in Waterloo canity.
1

The marriage

of

Mr. an

1

Mrs. Sohlichter

with six children, three
Lillie E., the
sons and three daughters:
blessed

Simpson, a railroad
Hutchinson, Kansas; Sarina E.,
the wife of Barber C. Truesdell, of Sterling.
gy whom she has one son; Morris A., who
died at the age of fourteen years; Ella,
wife of Eugene P. De Walt, of Newton,
leorge W., who is conducting the
home farm: and Robert G., a railroad man
The parents
living in Newton, Kansas.
nave given their children good educational
privileges, and the youngest daughter is a
graduate of the Sterling high school and
1

residi

and a half
a was
te,

in
i

During
dence in
Kansas Mr. Schlichter has engaged in
farming and preaching, mal
culture, and through the raising of
fruit he has added largely to his income.
1

8; 6.

Muring the

Of

attractive

story
Built of

He

ibli

and

i

.

took up their

Hiej

of

first

ten

residence

yi

here he acted as a home missionary in the
.ii mal church and harganized
se\ era! churches in this and ai
The first church which he estabties.
lished was the one in Sterling, whii
1

ganized in July, [872,
He supplied the pulpit
prosperous society.
f>

r a time.

1

ha- labored

le

1

ously and conscientiously for
Christianity among hi- fellow
example as well as precept
]:i 'tent
In
factor for good.

the

men, and his
has

been

his

political

a

views he
a- superintendent of public
li- has been an hi
Rice count}.
and upright life, commending him to the
confidence and good will of all. and his
f value and
influence and labors have been
benefit to his fellow men.
ii

I

1

1

business o liege.

me

time Mr. Schlichter served as
a
missii nary
preacher in the Wesleyan
Methodist church in southern Ontario. He

Kansas in 1871. locating in Topeka, where he remained for a year.
In
the autumn of that year he filed a claim to

came

C. D.
C. D.

Wynn

is

WYNN.

the

owner

in Victoria town-hip. Rice coui
greater part of which is comprised in arable

farm

fields,

which

yi(

tribute in return for the care

which he

1

e-

to

74

umberland county. Pennsylvania, in
Ubert Wynn. whose life re

1856,

1 1
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n another page of this volume.
subject accompanied his parent;- on
their removal to Peoria, Illinois, where he
was reared to manhood and received his

be found

i

Our

educatii n.

Being of a mechanical turn of

mind he worked
Peoria for some

at different

occupations

in

In 1873 ne came t0
where he has since
made his heme, and he is now the owner
of a farm of two hundred and twenty acres
on section 32, Vict ria township, where he
is extensively engaged in agricultural pursuit-.
His place is improved with all modresiern equipments, including a good
dence, a large ham. windmills, feed lots, and
many other improvements. His is one of
In addithe model farms
f the township

Rice county,

time.

Kansas,

1

tion to the cultivation of the cereals best
adapted to this soil and climate he is also

engaged in the raising of horses, cattle and
hogs, and in both branches of his business is
meeting with well deserved success.
In the year 1883 Mr. Wynn was united
in marriage with Miss Ella F. Sapp, a Lady
She
of intelligence, culture and refinement.
was In Tii in Peoria, Illinois, where she was
also reared and received her education. She
is a daughter of Edgar Sapp. a well known
Lyons. He is the father f two
and the son, Oliver Sapp. is a
The
prominent farmer of Rice county.
union of our subject and his wife has been
blessed with three children: Pearl A., LauMr. Wynn afra A., and Charles Leslie.
filiates with the Republican party, and in his
citizen of

1

children,

connected with the Modern W01 dmen of the World. Mrs. Wynn is
a member of the Congregational church.
Mr. Wynn has the respect of all with whom
he comes in contact, and his friends are
many, for his- life has ever been honorable
and upright, true to every manly principle.

social relations

is

him

a capable and enterprising farmer.
His
lb y
parents were John D. and Barbara
Crowl, the former a native of Maryland and
the latter of Ohio.
Mr. Crowl was of Gefl
man descent and in his business career deAt an early
voted hi- energies to farming.
day he and his wife took up their abode in
Wells county. Indiana, where they under1

the hardships and privations of pio-

went

all

neer

life.

They

lived in that state

when

fever

and ague were common ailments among the
contend
and thus they had
t<

.

against

ill

health, as well as the disci mfi rts

home

incident to founding a

in

the

fron-

Mr. Crowl was a patri tic and
loyal citizen, and when the call came tor
aid to ]. reserve the Union he volunteered in
the service of his country and went to the

tier region.

front

to

do or

and

die.

He was

Rebellion.

ded,

at

serving throughout the
never captured or woun-

the close of hostilities he re-

ceived an honorable discharge, returning to
hi- to me with a creditable military red rd.
for on many a field of battle he had displayed great bravery.
.After his return he
resumed farm work, and thus his remaining
days were spent, his death occurring in
January. 1808. His political views were in
harmony with the principles of Republicanism.
His wife died in December. t86o. She
was a member of the Methodist Episcopa
church, while he was of the Presbyterian
faith.
Their union was blessed with four
children: Mary, who became the wife of T.
Hanna Lewis D.. of Indiana J< ihn F. and
Albert, of Lyons. Kansas.
The father was
four times married, the mother of our subject being his second wife.
His first union
was with a Mi-s Avis, by whs m he had four
Robert, wdio is living
children, namely:
in Rice county: Elizabeth, the wife of R. M.
Hays, a Presbyterian minister: Byron and
:

:

:

For his third
Theodore, both of Indiana.
wife Mr. Crowd chose Mary A. Dill- 11. .md
they had three children
Sarah E.. who he:

JOHN

F.

CROWL.

came Mrs.

Wells county,
Indiana. November 26, 185S. and thn ughout his entire
of the

-..

il.

life

so that

in

has engaged in the tilling
ng experience has made
li

Morgan: Josephus

E.. of In-

diana and Martha, wife of P. Tone-. After
tile death of the mother he wedded Mrs. Rebecca Bird, a widow, who is yet living in
Indiana.
\"o especial event occurred to vary the
;

John F. Crowl was born

J.

win lie. n.

hisi

1/9

routine of farm

[enme,

iunty;

the wife

liams; and

1

Mr. and

eai

Mr-.

Ne

I

seven children
John, wh<
ruary 3, iNN_>; Nelson, bom April 21, 1884;
lx>rn in Sqrtember, 1887
curred in August,
:

•

hand.

ma

1879 he

In

.

Kansas and was pleased with
jjiMties and advantages of Rice county. He
.'

to

in

horn

which

faarriage,

occurred
inflower

farm
ements up n

-id a
\

After

land.

[892

July.

:

and Ernest, born

:

Mrs. Crow!

munity.

member

a

is

been a faithful companion

and again came to
which time h*
ntinuousl) up
n in Rice
bounty, perfectly satisfied with the advan-

is

m

!i

I

the

the

r

\<

j'

urney

\1

votes

Republican party, but takes

1

ffered.

f

1

bul

listaken

1

in

Illi-

he would ha

that

-

1

S< ;4

imily

to

e

1

state

his

lies in that state,

i

January.

;

2
i

in

he

t88i,

in

has his land

v.

all

m

pi ditics,

j

time and attention t" busini
which lie lias met with

nd under a high state of cultivation,
mmodious farm re-;
outbuildings

tial

iments to his
orchard yields

An

prise.

His farm

is

tight great

He

effi rts

a very

In
Cri ul

man

transformadirected

have year by year increased
he is now the possessor of

f
Mr.
1881 occurred the marriage
and Miss Xellie M. Sutton, who was
i

in

rents

being

Illinois,

Nels*

Sutti n, the h

rmer

April

her pa-

[861,

24,

m and Mary

1

I

the lattei

ton died in
-

county.

tarn

g
:

is

man)

of

a native

Cambria o

runty,

(

>c1

and Margai

Fisher, both natives of Germany.
grandfather, Peter Gilman,

maternal

Ili<

was

also a native of the fatherland, and after
coming to America he became one of the

carlv and influential
nia.

w here

hie

spenl

settlers

the

r<

-

f

Pei

mainii g

Jacob,

ather of

who

the

died in

Pennsylvania

i'

-

Ulrich

Mrs.

Fisl

of

ei

him whose

living and finds

his children.

tist

-

r8J

-till

Mrs. Sut-

:

lie
rn in

1S47. a

ret.

mest

In

iii/en df Buckeye townshi]
year- been prominently identi
development and progress of Ottawa

I

native of Michigan and

a

the

farming

carries on general

a mfortable competence.

horn

Fisher,

J.

many

at d

and raises some
his capital until

seaJ.

for the labors of

and natun
tion there.

in

gr

convenienth

of Mitchell

a valuable property,

).]. FJS

and enter-

fruit

it-

beautiful

a

i

thrift

church,

Both he and
in

his wife

which he still holds
daughters and

namely: Minnie, now the wife f
L. Dick: Katie, who married H. E.

the

onh

America, and after his arrival here he also
e -tate. where be was
located
married and began farming
ii

1

|

1

.

R.

following

ns in connection with
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He was

nits.

ful

in

business ventures,
dealing and
rd

his

i

wresentative

and by

his

unremitting
>ng the leading

citizens

home beyond

in

1872,

while his wife survived until Oct

He was

away.

member

of the Catholic church, and she
with the Lutheran faith.
John, a
Their children were as follows:
resident of Lincoln. Nebraska: Elizabeth.

a

was

identified

J., our submakes his Inane in
ject; G©
Lincoln. Nebraska; Margaret, the wife of
Perm-;
lick,
>f
Ji hnstown,
ho is engaged in railr d vr* rk
and Ulrich, who died at the age of twentystill

unmarried: Jacob
-

(

\

:

:

nine years.
J. I. Fisher remained under the parenuntil reaching mature years, where
farmer.
he was reared to the b
-He later learned the carpenter'
Limber of ye;

journeyed west to Nebraska, where
ived his trade until the following
fall, when he came to Kansas, locating in
Saline county, but shortly afterward removed to Rice county, where he located a
-mall cabin and

He subsequently sold his land for rive hun<
returned to Saline county, where.
in 1875, he was married and began farming
began the improvement of

his land.

I

on rented land, continuing in that county
That year witnessed his arrival

until 1878.

in Ottawa county, where he purchs
hundred and sixty acres f school land on
t6, Buckeye township, his residence
small box house, and there he began
In
the arduous task of improving his land.
that early day Indians were still numerous
<

in this part of the country,

game

of

all

kinds

and large herds of buffaL es
and antelopes were yet seen roaming ver
entiful

1

In this frontier locality
was indeed a stern
and hard one. but this brave pioneer battled
earnestly and energetically, and by indomid

prairies.

the struggle for existence

table courage

and integrity he has achieved

both character and success.

As

the vears

have passed he has been enabled to add to his
landed possessions until his homestead farm
now comprises three hundred and twenty
acres of the finest land to be found in Ottawa county. His fields are under a high

and are divided ii
venient size for the raising of grain and
sti ck.
He also owns three other well iiustate of cultivation,

pr \ed farms, thus increasing his acr
twelve hundred.
His last work at the car-

was the erection of his own
two-story
frame residence,
which is located on a natural buildi
ami i- surrounded by a beautiful gn
d
orchard, while large barns and all othes
necessary outbuildings add to the
tion and value of the place.
His farm is
penter's trade

commodious

located

four miles

southeast

Bi

of

ton.

Mr, Fisher was united

in marriai

}di-- Caroline Link, who was bom in Allen
county, Indiana, on the 7th of April. 1853,
a daughter of Cornelius and Catherine
(Raugh) Link, both natives f '^rmany,
where they were also married. The}" afterward came to America, locating in Indiana,
1

<

where the father died in 1850. He v.- a
jeweler by occupation. After hi- death the
family remained for a short time in Indiana,
and then came to the Sunflower state, locating in Saline county, which had just bees
organized, but the town of Salina had not
been platted.
The mother secured a
homestead claim in the valley of the Smoj
key and Saline rivers, where she erected a
log cabin, and began the improvement and
yet

cultivation of her land, making her harm
thereon for fifteen year-. She then - Id the
land, and assisted her son in buili

house and improving his land. She was a
noble mother and made many sacrifices to
keep her children together and secure for
them the comforts of life. They have all
become an honor to her name and an
occupying leading and influential p
in society. In later life the mother removed
to Minneapolis, where she passed away in
Botfi
death on the 22i\ of January. [885.
she and her husband were zealous am! w< rthv members of the Lutheran church. Theil
eAnna, wb
children were as follows:
'

came

b

the

tfe

\\

>i

iessen

<

J

Jac

:

b,

in

Mary, now Mrs.

nty;

S

Markley,

Israel

in

North Carolina, bul
Alabama, where he obtained

and then went
William-.

Fisher

.Mrs.

He was married in Sigoumey, Keokuk
county, Iowa, to Mary Hogan, a native of

city.

and much of her time

v

and

I,

members

Indian

the

winter -pen:

in a

were

;

gcription

an active

I

commi

factor in

n<

tered in the tas
early days,

his

the

ine,

troubles

and

fort,

diich

a

repr<

family

early school

and Mrs. James L. Hogan, who spent

rded by
she attended

aff

th< >se

-

liter

and of the

her parents being Mr.

1

Hawkeye

in the

for

\\
months during the year.
first came to Saline county
est mill was at Leavenwi rth, and with ox
oar weeks to mak<
teams it toi k

three

family

1

.

a leading mercl

he

came

to

ntil

1878,

When

trip.

meal

c

m

uld

t

whin

Kai

by his
f
age

fi

turu

their

Taking up

state.

-

•

be

nine years,

r<

spected by

all

d to -rind the grain.

and Mrs. Fisher has
ildren, namely:

:

miser [3,
in
id

tanning

May. who was

:

Bessie,

hold

tly

I

men.

member

a

die Ancient

and went

to the

all

offices

Oder

1

1

Ida Porterfield,

United

\V< rk-

life,

true

km

a well

Dakota;

and private duties, and his scrugard for die right has gained him

Ella, v

died in childl

Mr. Mattlu
youth

MATTHEWS.

Sigoumey,

in

Later he
as clerk in the
until

E.

Matthew

since

[883.

During
and de-

-

He

Iras

;

are v
of the state
F..

1

at

hundred head of stock

his birth

1

lis

lather, a promiiw

'

sentative

;

has three htmdn
improved land
vation.

r<

si

1878.

ty, Kansas,
farm he located in the

-

.

always

chut

men. In the family were clever,
namely: J. II.. H. E., and E

of the Knighl

the Civil

meml

a

times

to all public

.

as

religious faith

1

His has been a well spent

H. E.

fn ml

'

14. 1883.

Mr. Fisher
:an party, and has held the
is

At the time of

sti

of the Methodisl

-

nally he

war he

Iowa regiment. His

at

1

born January

meml

[876,

the Democracy.

vestments and

tar'

excellent

j

was

that
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In 1886, in Kiowa, Kansas, was celebrated the marriage of H. E. Matthews and
May Rumsey, a daughter of Charles Rum-

known

sey, a well
is

numbered among

attorney of Kiowa,

who

the early settlers of

tin's

among

the

portion of the state, and also

Mrs. Matthews
veterans of the Civil war.
in Illinois, hut spent her girlhood
in Rice county. Kansas, and by her mar-

was born

become the mother

riage has

daughters:

ir

Van

A.,

Alice. Jessie.

of

h uir

Gertrude.

-

ms

Fenelon,

George and

Carrie.

Mr. Matthews exercises his right

Frank.

of franchise in support of the men and measures of the Democratic party, and for two
years he served as deputy sheriff under O.
Mills.
He and his wife are widely and favorably known in this portion of the state.

His business reputation is a creditable one,
winning for him high regard and confidence.
He has never had occasion to regret his removal to the Sunflower state, for here he has
prospered and is to-day a substantia] citizen.

WILLIAM PURSEL.

1

<

I

.

a record as a citizen

and as

a soldier

which

does him the greatest credit. Captain Pursel. who located in Ottawa county, in 1882,
is an Iowa man, who enlisted in June. 1861,
in Ci mpany D, First Regiment Iowa Vi 1unteer Cavalry.
His c> mpany o mimander
was Captain P. Gad. Bryan, and his regimental commander was Colonel Fitz Henry
Warren. Soon afterward, at the su:
of Adjutant General Baker, of Iowa, he bea member of Company I. Fourth Iowa
Volunteer Cavalry, and December 5, 1861,
he became captain of his company and com-

came

manded

it

regimental

until the close of the war.

commander was

Coil

mel A.

His
B.

Porter, and his regiment fought under General Curtis in

ter

it

Missouri and Arkansas.

participated in the

La-

sir

and under General Sherman in the Meridian
campaign. After that Captain Pursel vis-

E

1

•

'

l,

Montgomery

fordsville,

(the

home

of General

of Basil and

Ann

county,

Lew Wallace

FFra.
1

.

a

soi

Nicholson) Pursel. Basil
Purse' was 1„ irn in Kentucky
Pursel. who descended from French ancesBasil
tors and was born in Pennsylvania.
Pursel served under General Wayne in Indian wars and was a 51 Idier in the war of
1812.
He was married in K hss o untyj
Ohio,' to a daughter of Robert and Ann
Mullen Nicln lson, and they had children
as follows: Joshua B., Cyrus, John. Reuben,
William, A. K.. Josephine. Emily. America
In 1819
and thre
died young.
1

Captain William Pursel,
township, Ottawa county, Kansa
postoffice address is Minneapolis, has made

home on

a furlough. Rejoining his
he took part in the Guntown expedition under General Stnrgis, and fought
at the battle of Tupelo, Mississippi.
He
then scouted through the southwest, and in
ieneral Cur1864. again under command
f
Price and Marmafht the forces
duke in southwest Missouri and Arkansas.
His regiment afterward saw
service
at
and in
01
en and Selma
Georgia, and then went to Louisville, Kentucky, where it was mustered out with a
record For bravery on many battlefields,
which insures it an enviable place in history.
Though Captain Pursel went t< the war
as an Iowa main, he is a Hoosier by Firth,
and was born August 29, 1831, at Craw*

ited hi-

command

(

1

1

the family

removed

to

Montg mery county,
among the early

Indiana, where the}' were

country thickly populated by Indians and infested by wild animals. In 1850
they removed to Iowa and located in Madis» n o unty, where they were among the pioneers and where the father died in 1885,
settlers in a

mother at the age of eighty-five years.
he went to Iowa the subject of this
sketch was nineteen years old.
He became
a farmer and a man of influence there, and
in 1856 was elected clerk of Madison county-, in which office lie served until the outbreak of the Civil war. He was married in
1853 to. Miss Jane Sturman, a native of
Coshocton county. Ohio, and a daughter of
James and Eliza Sturman. natives
that state, wdio became early settlers in Iowa
and died in Madison county. They had a
son, Edward Sturman, who served in the
the

When
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war

Civil

member

as a

Pursel

lived

Iowa, until 187
stead

t.

and

1

when he

which he

.111

1

[881,

her as a model wife and

ther and a kindly neighl

Captain Pursel lias had childrei
lows: Ada. who became Mrs. Wyman and

became

Ives

and

itivh

lives at

S

;

Mrs.
al
imaha. Nebraska, leaving five chiilrgia. who became Mrs. Garrison
1

1

1

(

:

and

of maturin

ic

lives

Hennessey.

in

member

a

e.

to

lib

Michigan

farm, whic
cultivate until 1S78. when he
-

Oklahoma;

and

of her

claim to a half

sectii n

:

further
development
and
transforming the tract into a
farm property.
In du
received the

eminent.
product i\

and as

title

A's his

impri

time he

same from

to the

land- were cult'.
d

his

1

vo

Mrs.

T

and thus he

raising,

:

1

the Free

has been a

M(

rvest.

Freemas

lot

irn,

and

the w

in

l>ein.<j

tain

since

returns

Rnam

ingly increased he pui
ter section of land and carried on general
In addition he
farming.

ar teachers.

came

Here he purchasi

county.

known

V,

wife died No-

I

si

1

'The climate

vember

their

I

John. Mrs. Steiner and Mrs. Lali
\ andorsten, tl

ml and he reKansas, where he

far as

reared

Levi.

:

rem

-

dren

in the Luther.:

they

faith

namely

k u]

point n<
there did

turned north as

in;

ber-hip

i

lived until

the place and

Id

si

Mtii

Iowa, which he

unty,

in

(

Madison county,

in

when he

.

1

of an

[183

with the early

I

le c

was

settli

iS;-.

1

iu-

for the

lire-cut pri

As

munity.
VV.

fend a

in

v.

tract of land

Ohio. July

and Mary
wh<

m

VANDORSTEN.

S.

ne; r

8.
1

!

,yons.

lie

\V. S.

Varo-

round

his

many

of the luxuries of

ing the

wa

-

ing Levi

1

tl

diligence

family with

all

tin

His

life.

cl

ma

c.-ty in

he was a Democrat, but w;
office seeker, although he filled
litically

Fli

w

ickeye state.
:

1

mel Yar.d

ting

he and

rs1

in

lely

He and

death.

He

able man.
acknowledged by

his wife both held

l

er. Both
an faith.
ermeated

heir entire car-

westward

an early day and
Subsequently he
a farm.
Michigan, where he remained until
in

his friend-.

his

mem-

father died April 25, 1893, when
His first wife had
fifty-seven years of age.

eer-.

The

Michigan, in
of Mr. Judd,
Pennsylvania, and became
farmer.
urring in the

died

in

I

state.

Unto Mr
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nS 4
born eight children, namely:

W.

of this

S..

review; and Frank and Steven, residents of
Michigan. After the death of his first wife
r married Miss Maggie Grover, and
they-

had four children:

Ji

seph,

who

is

lo-

rge and Jescated
Oklahoma;
His second wife died July 12, 1N7S,
sie.
in

la,

A'!'

i.e.

and he again married, this time Sarah B.
and they had one child, namely:
.

Lora.

W. S. Vandorsten was quite y< ung when
his parents left their Ohio hi me and ti ok
up their abode in the Wolverine state. His
youth was quietly passed on the home farm
in Michigan until 1879. when he came to
Kansas and assisted his father in the deand impra vement of the farm in
At the time of his marriage he
began farming upon his own account on
i

rented land, thus continuing until 1893.
when he returned to the old honu s
which he took charge. He has since operated it and has acted as administrator of the
estate, having charge of the business connected therewith, for the estate has not yet
been divided.
He has continued the work
which bis father inaugurated, devoting his
energies to the cultivation of the
i

He

k.

and

is

a

reliable

good busiand with

keen discriminate 11.
in t886 was celebrated the marriage of
Mr. Vandi rsten and Miss Emma M. Lackrone, who was born in Illinois, May 19,
daughter of Levi and Christina
(Hammer) Lackrone, both of Whom were
nativePennsylvania, and were
i
Gerf
man lineage. They were married in the
e and subsequently removed
•

1

where the father died. T'
er afterward became the wife of Eli Strode,
and in 1S76 the family moved to Kansas,
settling in Reno county, where they remained
r two years, when they came to
Rice c< unty, since w!:ich time Mr. and Mrs.
Strode have resided upon a farm in
the state.
Unto the parents of Mrs.
tion
children, namely
Mrs. Amanda Henson; Robert, of St.
~.

fi

1

f

.

:

Joseph, Missouri
1,

d<

:

Lewis, who resides in
Mrs. Alii
'

:

1

I

Illi-

Edward,

also of Illinois; Ida. deceased:

Emma, now

the wife

of.

our subject.

and Mrs. Vandorsten have
children:

Nellie,

August 3. 1889:
Madge, October
ruary

bom

The

July 30. 1S87; Nora,

November 28, [894;
1899; and Frank. Feb-

Earl.
5.

1901.
parents hold

4,

and
Mr.

five interesting

membership

in

the

Christian church and Mr. Vandorsten is
identified with the Fraternal Aid Association.
In politics he is a Democrat and keeps
well informed on the issues of the day. using his influence in support of the welfare
of Ids party.
He has filled some local offices, yet has never been a politician in the
sense of ofHce seeking.
His life illustrated
the power of honesty and industry in active business affairs.
He is still living 11
the old homestead, which became his place
of residence when he arrived in the
twenty-two years ago.
1

G.

One

EDWIN BUSH.

of

higher lines

may

M. D.

most exacting of all the
of occupation to which a man
the

lend his energies

cian.

A

is that of the phvsiscrupulous preliminary training is

demanded and

a nicety of judgment little
understood by tlie laity. Then, again, the
profession brings one of its devotees into
almost constant association with the sadder
side of life,
that of pain and suffering,
so that a mind capable of great self-control and a heart responsive and sympathetic
are essential attributes of one who would

—

essay the healing art.
Thus when professional success is attained in any instance it
may be taken as certain that such a measure of success has been thoroughly merited.
Occupying a leading position in the ranks
of the medical fraternity of Rice county,,
Dr. Bush is now enjoying a large and constantly

growing

and the

pract'V

surrounding country.
The Doctor was born

in

Northampton

county. Pennsylvania. March 6, 1S05. and
comes of a family of German extraction.
His birth occurred near Klecknersville, his

m^^MWr,

IPHICAL H
parents

Hie

'

I

i

Remal)

I

ton
fanner, activel)
for
,\

home

as a

I

In

years.

Hiii'

C(

crat and both he and

-t

his

fruit

He

later years.

in

education

age

acquired

Democrat and has

.i

\

illage

examining

practice

medicine his

f

<

life

f

r

eti ir

is

a

beet

the

Dur-

51

-in

.

a unty, and

I

for ten years he ha- been the

lor the Missouri Pacific railroad.
lie

nging

a

i-

Chapter.
cil,

No.

the
de-

alleviation of human
he began studying under the di11 known
Dr. L. 1-]. S
and successful physician
county.
Subsequently he entered the College of Physicians and Surge ns, of Baltimore. Maryland, where he was graduated
the same year
with the
he was a post-graduate of the Medico-

vote hi-

.

1'

1

No. 83, and

R. A. ML. while in

1.

Socially

Ellsworth

to

Ellsworl

to

Wicb

sistory he attained the thirty-second degree

of

t!ie

Scottish

rite.

I

Knights of Pythias

tiie

make
work and

culture

the

I

I

i

Believing that he would like to

1

views the

ing Presidenl
Cleveland's administration
he wa- president of the pension

lemy near his home and at an early
began teaching, first in the country
er in

member

cient

schools

public

the

in

tin

It

1

political

3

good

.1

85

beautiful

very

a

of

>,

furnishing-, indicating
of the o\\ in s.
til

tasteful

wife were members of the Christ ReThey had three children:
formed church.
William A., who is now a well known contractor and. builder of the Keystone state;
Mr-. Sarah J. Wright, of Northampton
county, Pennsylvania; and G. Edwin.
The Doctor spent his boyhood days
upon hi- father'- farm and lessi its of industry, honesty and perseverance were early
jmpressed upon his mind and have borne

have

"inienese
the town.

i

1

wa- elected at a
of three thousand dollars and contains
with modern equipments and

political

his

in
1

identified with agricultural

many

hey

I

I

who were also natives of NorthampThe father was a successful
county.

Bush,

pursuit-

1

with the

le

also

be

and

fraternity,

is

Modern Woodmen

of
America, of wiiich he has been medical exidentified

member
aminer for niro
of the Lehigh Valley Medical As
irist Reof Pennsylvania, and b
formed church. Whatever tends
I

the interests of his pro

men

fore

place be-

the key to tin

I

Chirurgii
received his diploma

of

Philadelphia.
£

He

March

and n<
mg afterward he began practice in
Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, after which he
In 189
he went
em, Pennsylvania, an
h< came to Geneseo, Kansas, where
mained, enjoying a constantan important
ge
ly gi
t

physician and citizen he stands high in the
-.
and
mention among the n

community whi
entitled to

1

is

justly-

!

tive residents of Rice

c

»

1

1

JC)T

IX

L.

HATHAWAY.

E

.

;

I

character.

majority the Doctor
ed in marriage to Miss Martha L.
in Northampton
A. Becker, wl
county. Pennsylvania, and a daughter of
the

latter

Mary

Myers) Becker,
A.
a daughter of Abram Myers.

Sylvanus and

is

now

respectively

Rice

c

the Civil war, and

became prominently and

actively

ing and
it}-,

was

I

The mardeceased.
Becker
the Doctor and his wife has been
Eva May and
blessed with two children:
Mr.

..f

I

fifteen

and

thir-

born

in

March

-ylvanla.

'

15,

1843

F. and
former a native

'

1

;vlvania,

ay.

the

the latter

where thev were

n
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uS6

But little is known of the grandparei
than that the Lacock family came from Ireland to America and both families were tilWilliam F. Hathaway, the
ame from New Jersey
a small boy, and grew
up in Washington county, where he learned
the carpenter's trade, which he toll

ler- of the soil.

to

Pennsylvania when

a livelihood, carrying on that business in
that ci unty until his death, which occurred
He was a plain, honest mechanic.
in 1865.
In politics he was a Whig, a Know-Nothing
a Republican, but never aspired to poHe and his wife were
preferment.

and

litical

consistent and worthy

berland

members
church.

Presbyterian

of the

Cum-

She

was

1865, but a few
They
weeks before her husband's death.
Henry,
children:
parents
six
the
of
were
called to her final

rest

in

now

of Lee county, Iowa; John L., of this
review; and four daughters who died in

child'to rod.

John L. Hathaway, the subject of this
was reared at Clarktown in his native county in Pennsylvania, was educated
in the common schools, and remained under
the parental roof, helping his father and
working at the carpenter's trade until 1862,
when he enlisted in Company D. One Hundred and Fortieth Pennsylvania Volunteer
Infantry, which was consigned to the Army
of the Potomac, First Brigade, First Division
and Second Army Corps, with
Mr.
General
Hancock in command.
Hathaway saw hard service in Ionmarches and skirmishing and participated
in
some of the most hotly contested
record,

battles, bis first

tight

being

at Ghancellors-

where the troops were repulsed, and
then on to Gettysburg. At the battle of Cold
erely wounded, a minie
ville.

ball

passing through his right knee and one

through the calf of the same leg. He was
taken first to the field hospital and from
there to Washington, 1). C, and finally to
the McClellan Hospital. Philadelphia, where
he remained till after the close of the war.
when he received an to »m irable discharge and
f his
returned to his hi me, but on ace iunt
wounds it was two years before he was able
to do anv manual lab r.
1

In 1867 Mr. Hathaway went to Iowa
and engaged in carpentering and alsi did
some fanning. The following year he
bought a small farm in Pee county, remain-

ing there until the spring of 1878,

when he

out his interests there and moved to
Kansas. Rice county, where he bought out a

sold

squatter and filed "homestead paper-

land upon winch he yet resides.

1

11

When

the

he

government land
had been claimed but few improvements
made. He built a sod house and with charbegan
acteristic energy and determinatii n
Like most of
the improvement of a farm.
the pioneer settlers, he had but small means
and met with many discouragements, some
settled there

most of

tire

years the crops being very poor, but as they
were not a total failure he took courage and

by perseverance, unflagging industry and
good management his labors have been
crowned with success. His farm is situated four miles west of Chase, and he lias
made elaborate and substantial improvements upon the place, including a c mmofarm house, large
dious and convenient
barns and granaries and other outbuildings.
He has a fine orchard and a beautiful grove
of shade trees, and the farm is divided into
pasture lands and fields for the cultivation of
grain.
He raises large crop- of line wheat
which brings a high price upon the market, and also engages in stock-raising.
On the 14th of November, 1868, Mr.
Hathaway was united in marriage b Miss
Mary Clark, who was born in Pennsylvania,
h;!v !<). 1846, and is a daughter of Libbins
Hie
Evans Clark, b th of Pennsylvania, where they were married and
moved to Iowa, settling on a farm,
1

I

I

they spent their entire lives. Hew.
km wn farmer of sterling integrity and to nlitical affiliations were with the
r, wto -o
Repul lican party, and he filled some minor
Bi th he and lais
fifices.
b a and worthy member- of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, in which he
was an eider for many years. Tin \ were
]

-

1

the parents of eight children,

seph

;

l

ject:

namely:

Jo-

Clark: Abibbins; Mar}', the wife of our subMrs.
Wolf.
now
Emma,
and
Jennie;
Isaac; Martha,

1

now Mrs.
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and

ct

following children
ber 19, [870, and

,1

F.,

the

bo

Pei

E

farming.

I

August

mi

were born

his wife

William

:

6,

1

as, VVill-

ere 1

children

[is

I

S
died and the father afterward married

tiher
11
April 5. [882 and Frank,
burn December 30, [884, the last
;

again, by w hich union he had

1

Of

Samuel and John.
Mr. Hathastanch Republican and has filled
wnship trast<
political

''i-

Ann,

1,

til

In

187

1

Ann

family

this

he-

affiliations

tice

1

the

I

]

to
1

Putnam county,
LaS

ClHi

i

then to

county, the

lie

Livingsti

(

in

1

Au-

nnmlier of years, and has served
lie

sonic
1

and

known

\a\> rabl)

as

is

a

I

is

to

leaving

n

widely

substantial citizens of Rice county,

his

who know him

all

>hio,

<

but

befi re

Hulda

'

1

VansicMe, who was
daughter of Lev
Vansickle, the former
of

Y\ al<

and

Pennsylvania

in

Both he

one of the enterpris-

teemed by

Peter

was born and reared

fratemit;

of the Republic.
are consistent m<

famil)
regational church, and he

his

and

Army

subject,

i
i

a native of

s.

!

I

however, in \ A
At one time her father was
were also spent.
very prosperous and owned the hind upon

for his sterling worth.

-

ZACHARIAH HAGER.
farm, of Rice county is
ccupied by Zachariah Hag-

fine
1
1

er.

I

settler whose spleni- an indication of
and useful life which
has three hundred

an ho

The

hundred year-.
expired and Si me of tl
settle the title and gel
for one

require

:r

much

litigation

and heavy
\l"tcr

impn ved propert)

didly

active

rable,

taking up

Virginia Mr. Van-

in

:;•

'

and twenty acre- of valuable
and o mfoi
-

id

in

Maryland

bail

barns furnish

shelter

1

children were

[is

iah.

stock and the other necessary

There
been erected.
a fine orchard, beautiful
5,
1 richly cultivated fields and every
- attractive in appear-

who

Polly, the v

e also

a

:

Ellen, the wife of

;

:

I

indicates the careful supervision of

an enterprising

wr.tr.

1

A
5,

;

ers of the

.

Dunkard church.

me

Peter

Hag
irming

fortunes and has

native of Fayette county. Pennsylva-

Zachariah

1847,

1

:

lag(
''

ter

in

Ohio

and then

builded wisely and well.
nia.

The

Mr. Hager

own

the architect of his

Hager.

an,:1

Hulda

(

Van-

farm

for a

nun

1

ty acre- of laud. U]

of the Keysti ne state and bis father was
Peter Hasrer, Sr.,who was of Holland-Dutch

ildren

had

left

home.

In

[89

were gr

:.

Set-
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erty and retired from active farm labor since
which time he has enjoyed a well earned rest.
He has now- reached the ripe old age of

seventy-eight years.
of an upright, honest
farmer and has thus

He

has lived the

life

man and an energetic
won public confidence

urd. He had five children: Stephen,
a resident farmer of La Salle county, Illinois
ho is living in Kansas; Zachariah;
James P... of Stafford county, Kansas; and
Ji sepihine, of Edwards county. Kansas. The
;

.,

best of their opportunities and laid the foundation for the present prosperity and progress of the county. In two successive springs
hailstorms destroyed the small grain and
the farmers underwent other hardships and
trials.
Some became discouraged and left
the country but those who persevered f und

Kansas was and
that the

man

is

a good place to live and
and business

of determination

has no cause to complain here.
Mr. Hager has been twice married.

ability

In

Salle county. Illinois, in 1870. be wedded
Elizabeth Blackwell, who was there reared,

"mother died in 1882 and the father afterwards married Mrs. Martha Patterson, a

La

•widow, with whom he is now living.
In taking up the personal history of our
subject we present to our readers the life
rec rd of one who is widely and favorably
known in Rice county. Although a native

a daughter of Joseph Blackwell. who was
born in England but was married in America.
He devoted his life to the construction
of public works and died in Utica, IllinoisL
His wife survived him and afterward married Joseph Hammer.
By her first marriage
Jemimi. deceased;
she had four children:
Sarah A., the wife of A. Hager: Elizabeth,
ame the wife of Zachariah Hager;
and Zeno. who is living in Oklahoma. By
her second marriage Mrs. Hammer had

of Pennsylvania he was reared
having been taken to that state by

in

Illinois,

his parents

when about three year- of age. He was in
the family home in La Salle ci unty until after be had attained bis majority when be
an independent business
as a farm band and in

started

career.

He worked

the coal mines to some extent and followed
other employment that he c uld secure in
At the time of
irt in life.
order
his marriage in 1870 he located upon a rentI

ed

farm,

which he continued to culti
and in 1879 he came to Kan-

ight years,

sas settling in Rice county.

He

first

pur-

chased an eighty acre tract of land on which
he made substantial improvements and
In the meanthere lie resided until 1889.
time he had purchased another tract of land
of one hundred and sixty acres, all raw prairie, and subsequently be sold his first farm.
giving his entire attention to the S(
farm.
To this he has added another quarter
section so that

and twenty

he now owns three hundred
farm de-

acres, constituting the

It is pleasantly located eight
miles from Cha-e and is a very desirable
property.
"When he came to Kansas he was
in limited financial circumstances and dur-

scribed above.

ing the

first few year- bald a difficult time
He added some to his income
by hunting and got also much enjoyment
from the sport. All of the settlers were sim-

to get along.

ilarly situated financially

but thev

made

the

five

children:

Isaac,

By

seph and Jasper.
Zachariah.

Rachel,
his

Hager had nine

Katie.

Jo-

marriage

first

children', a-

fi

1-

lows: Chauncey. who is living in tl
homa strip; Ida M., the wife of D. M. Lmtz;
Luther, a blacksmith of Bi
Paulina, now Mrs. Strolimeyer Lil
!.
BartLett, a blacksmith
county. Kansas: Zachariah. who is farming
the old homestead; Iva. Evalena an
;

1

.-

i

:

'

bus.

all

at

home.

The mother

v.

to her final rest February 24, 189;. and oa
the 22d of October. 1898. Mr. Hager was

again married, his second union being with
Mrs. Jennie Brown, a widow, who ">
in Missouri, November 26, 1800. and was
Mr.
first married in Kansas City. Missouri.
Brown died in Las Vegas. Xew Mexico,
wdiere he had gone for the
health.

He was

a railroad

man. hut became

with consumption and the disea-e termMrs. Hager*s
earthly career.
Dryden)
parents were William and Sarah
Maxwell, both if whom were native- of A iti
ginia.
The father was a carpenter by trade
and was an early settler of Missouri, where
In his
he afterward engaged in farming.
ill

inated his

(

1
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.11 merited rest.
[e
Their
both died in Miss uri.
Thomas W. Mattie, the wife
of J. Meyers; Mrs. Mollie Maxwel
anil Jennie, now Mrs. Hager.
Thi

1

189

I

ivife

ivere

;

I

often children,

1

whom

E

seven are yet living.

ighters,

church, in which she loirg held membership.
In his political views Mr. Hager has al-

Kei

n

of

11.

who knew

all

3

were the parents

Liple

namely: Mrs.
Michigan

werfield,

Fli

William, a prominent citizen of Vicenmity; Wilber Henry,
of this review: Anson I.., of Centerville,

erfield;

party affiliations.
He
red in that faith ami on all matters
ng w ith the welfare

nees irrespective

1"

•

toria township, Rice

Michigan: and
in

Herbert

Rice county.

here the

away

are

ties.

a

resident
1

1

!

ige of twen-

Mrs. Mary A. Kerlcv.
of Akerley, Mich'

to

him

richly

mer

re-

to

a

and

;
.

H.

WARNER.

H. Warner, a resident
Rice county, Kansas,

1

county

Victoria
a

is
-

the

well

farmer.
in

1879,

!e was
and.
Three Rivers, Michigan, and represents a
family n
istry and integrity. His
natal day was November 5. [853, and he is
Henry Warner, a farmer, who was
left an orphan when six years of ape. after
was reared by his uncle, Thomas
:'!.
I'
In the Buckeye state he «
Miss Sarah Stetler. who was
b rn in Pennsylvania. After their marriage
Mr. and Mrs. Warner removed to Michigan,
taking up their abode near Three Rivers,
where the father carried on agricultural pursuits.
He was a thrifty farmer and his industry and good management res
the development of a splendid farm, which
yielded to him a handsome income.
In politic- he was a strong Republican', unswerving
in his advocacy of the principles of the part}-.
He died April 1. 1890. at the age of seventyI

his

attended the
tl

remained

home until he was
when he started
at

1

count.

:

knowledge was supplemented by

experience in
by readin

f

.

.

He

dealing.

WILBER

nam

was reared upMichigan farm and was early trained
habits
economy and fair

the caption of this review,

on

I

who was

d in infancy.

ose

have
ng

living

is

\vh<

Ell;

ty year-:

himself

I

by party

1

who

E.,

Those

]

In

-tit

nineteei
in

Marcellus,

life

1

1

gan, he was united in marriage to Miss
Ruth A. Youells, a cultured lady,
him has been a faithful compani

helpmate on

thi

the
of nine y<
gan, being
P.

Empire

state,
a

and

at

resident of Michi-

and Venus Lewis (Andress
whom were '-

both of

.

pire state, but the former

They had

now

is

three children:

the Emdeceased.

Peter T..
is

a resident of Michigan: Mrs.

Warn

Abraham, win
fifth

who
now

Twenty-

Michigan Infantry and

out the entire war. He died in May. 1898.
The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Warner
has been blessed with six children, namely:
Lewis II.. who i-, engaged in the grain business in Pollard fi r the firm

Dinsmore; Leslie Pierson, who

is

1
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operating land belonging to his father
Victoria township; Elsie, the wife of
Batterson, of Mitchell township,
Rice county; Charles Wilbert; Sarah Lu-

in

in

James
ella:

and Ruth Alvaretta,

all

at

home.

After his marriage Mr. Warner engaged
in farming on his own account in Michigan until 1879, when he left his native
state and removed westward to Kansas, setHere he purchased
tling in Rice county.

one hundred and sixty acres of railroad
land and commenced to make a home in
To-day he has one of tinbest farms in his township, a good residence stands upon a natural building site
and a grove and orchard are seen upon the
place, together with good outbuildings, a
windmill and the latest improved machinery.
;tures are in excellent o nditii n,
and furnish a food supply for horses, cattle and hogs.
In his political views Mr.
Warner was a Republican until recent
years, and he now gives his support to the

Xew Jersey, where he married
Miss Margaret Dalbier. a native of EngThey moved to Pennsylvania, where
he worked at his trade of shoe-making and
Both were memalso carried on farming.
bers of the Primitive Baptist church, and
both died in Pennsylvania. They were the
Byparents of seven children, as follow.-:
ron Mathias Samuel Polly, who married
P. Wiser; John. Jr., the father of our subject; Sarah, now Mrs. Vansant; and An-

then came to
land.

nanias.

John Wynn,
was born

central Kansas.

Populist party.

He

belongs to the

men of America, and

is

well

Y\

known

d-

in the

organization and in the county.
progressive man and throughout
his life has recognized the value of persistency in business affairs, and has carried
forward his work with determined and energetic purpose until he is now numbered
among the prosperous citizens of his community.
circles of the

He

is

a

ALBERT WYNN.
Among the honorable pioneer settlers of
Rice county. Kansas, was Albert Wynn, a
prominent farmer and stock-raiser, who located in the west at an early day, and bore
his part in the arduous work of reclaiming
the vast prairies for purposes of civilization.
He was of Scotch and English ancestry, his
paternal great-grandfather emigrating from
Scotland to America during the colonial
days and settling in Connecticut.
lis son,
John Wynn, Sr., the grandfather of our
subject, was a hound boy during the Revolutionary war, whose master was a Tory.
John grew to manhood in Connecticut, and
I

;

;

;

state

Jr..

the father of our sub-

in

Pennsylvania,

he made his

home during

ject,

in

which

bis entire

he was employed on public works and later bought a farm, which
he cultivated until his death, which occurred
He was reared a Bapin the fall of 1876.
tist, but became a consistent member of the
His wife survived him
Methodist church.
and came to Kansas in 1878 and made her
In early

life.

number of
McPherson county at the
and her
She
son in July, 1S91.

home among
years,

home

her children for a

dying
of a

life

in

husband were the parents of nine children,
namely: Sarah J., who married J. Houptj
Chambers, proprietor of a market; Stephen
D.,

who

dren:

-

died in Kansas, leaving seven chilthe subject of this review

Albert,

:

Samantha. now Mrs. Hendershot; Adam.
died and left six children; Mary, the
wife of Levi Kaufman; Jemima, who married J. Shupeman. and after his death became the wife of William Brady: and Martha, deceased.
The mother of this family
was a daughter of John and Margaret

who

(B'isher) Snyder, both natives of PennsylMr. Snyder was a lumberman and
farmer by occupation and was drafted in

vania.

the

war of 1812. but furnished

He

ran a sawmill, bought and shipped lum-

ber

down

the

Susquehanna

a substitute.

river to

mar-

was a very extensive dealer. In the
early days he freighted from Pittsburg ta
ket and

Philadelphia,

owning and running

six

sixj

He was

an enterprising, broadminded and capable business man. widely
and favorably known all over Pennsylvania, being rated among the solid business

horse teams.

men

of his day.

In addition to his other

r

.

he ran

lines of business,

early days he

and
sen ed

the militia,

Snyder.

le

I

nd

for

fi

ye

irt)

and died

irs,

er of the

'

marriage

e

i

Pres-

that

1S74 destroyed everything

in

Mr. and

if

en

nameh

dren,

with the resull that his

half,

a.

ga\

fields

district

chil-

As

his

!;:

;

some of which
and his hi mi
eight hundred and ninety aero,
fence and in
large tracts,

ind
I

Adam.
Wynn, whose name

-

I

children,

introduces

mberland

May

Pennsylvania,

county.

i

In the

distilleries.

was colonel of

9

He

1832.

to,

e
in his native state, where he aca good common-school education,
and when nineteen ye;
:ft
home
and learned the millwright's trade, which
!

quired

all line

land,

of cultiva-

.

The home is a line two-story frame
building of modern style of arc!
commodious and supplied with all the acces-

tion.

'

he
In

ced at intervals

i

[852

I

e

married

engaged

later

r

farm,

turned to the home-

and managed the farm
five

a

the

in

for

his

In [864 he came
farm two

years.

Iowa, rented a

comfort of the family.

Peoria

to

m

']•

the

1

outbuild-

fa-

to

ings

:

beautiful

a

orchard of over two thousand fru
of various kinds; a large ami 1111I
fruit and grapes.
Mr. \\ yni
siderable attention to the
h cattle

;.

where he followed

I

year-.

sixteen
n

1

stead

f

;

county,

.'her.

'1

In

his trade for eight years.

.11

stock of

and horses, and had

stallions.

Pennsylvania,

in

[852,

Mr.

[873 he wei
pecting for a short time took a ho
rich he moved and there made Ids
home until his death. At the time he located there his was the most northern claim

was united in marriage to Miss Nancy Dacon, who was born in Pennsylvania, on the

settlement, and there was no house
between his and Ellsworth.
Wild
ntelope and other game roamed

a

In

in the

es;

unbroken and the

much

"i the land

earl}

settlers

tend with

many

ments

in

establishing

west.

Many became

hardships

was

yet

h

frequent

failure

1

their

homes

in

the

-

1

ment
under

at

a

last succeeded in placing the land
high state of cultivation.. Me made
and when the land was

a study oi the soil

is

dang

Her

Pennsylvania.

of

a

father

was

farmer by occupation, and made his home
-ylvania until

lie

death,

his

was

faith, while his
wife was a Lutheran. After her husband's
ihio and made her home
e weni to
with a son until her death. They were the
Maria.
following children
who married i. Fetterman; Isaac; Jerry
<

a

,ed with
and the
ich they had to hear that they abandoned their ./aims and returned to the more
settled east,
ut our subjeel and his wife pamd hardships incident to pioneer life and by unremitting toil, economy and good managethe

t832, and

10th of June.

:

<

and Rachel, twins, and the
ried a

latter

.

Fettern

Nancy, the wife

who married
g

;

ject;

McKloe;
and Thon

wife

J.

were

'

Elizabeth,

Polly, the wife of
ir

subject

children.

William, who makes his home in
Peoria, Illinois; Charles I'., a farmer of Rice
county, Kansas; Mary, the wife of W. English; Laura, who married J. Elrick; George,

namely:
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who became the wife of X.
who is engaged in farming

a farmer: Nora,

Hysell

:

Ed,

the wife of E. Bethers.
Mr. Wynn was an energetic, enterprising and public-spirited man who was deeply
interested in everything calculated to proas,

mi

the

>te

progress and upbuilding of the
in which he made his home. He

community
was reared

Democrat, but after coming to
the Populist party and at one
time was a candidate to represent his county in the state legislature but was not elected
a

owing to a division in the party. Later he
joined the Socialist party, with which he afterward affiliated.
He was also a leading
member of the Farmers' Alliance. He
way in death on the 8th of February, 1902. after a life of industry and one
rich in those rare possessions which only
a high character can give.

president of the Commercial State Bank,
of Michigan.
Pennsylvania is the state of

having occurred near
Williamsport, and he was there reared and
received his education.
He has ever beer,
active and influential in the ranks of the

his nativity, his birth

Democratic party, believing firmly in its
principles, and he does everything in his
to aid its advancement.
He is also
president <<i the Geneseo State Bank.
S.
Gibson,
one
of
six
children,
two
J.
sons and four daughters, received a good
education in his native state and later attended the college at Poughkeepsie, Xew
York. At an early age he served as bookkeeper in the national bank at Constantine,
Michigan.
The year 1S88 witnessed his
arrival
in
Kansas, and he at once took
charge of the bank here.
He has an able

power

assistant in his brother, \Y. G. Gibson,

who

serving a- cashier and who is a popular
man for the position. The bank building
is a fine brick block, seventy-five by sixty
feet, two stories in height, and the upper
floor i- made into flats.
By judicious management this has become one of the leading
banking institutions in this part of the
state, and the reliability of the stockholders has secured it a liberal patronage.
In 1897 Mr. Gibson was united in marriage to Mrs. Flora A. Coulter, a native of
Charlton, Massachusetts, and a daughter of
Dr. S. E. Dix.
Our subject is an active
worker in the ranks of the Democratic
party, and was its choice for the high and
responsible position of mayor, being now
is

J.

One

S.

GIBSOX.

honored and distinguished
citizens of Geneseo is the well known vicepresident of the Geneseo State Bank, J. S.
Gibson.
A man of distinct and forceful
individuality, of broad mentality and most
mature judgment, he has left and is leaving
of the

upon the industrial world. For
years he has been an important factor in
the development of the state, in the upbuilding of the city and in the promotion of the
enterprises which add not alone to his individual prosperity but also advance the
general welfare and prosperity of the city
in which he makes his home, and of which
he is now the honored mayor.
Air. Gibson was born in Constantine.
St.
Joseph county, Michigan, thirty-three
years ago. and is a son of the Hon. Samuel
Gibson, who was a prominent factor in the
state of Michigan for fifty years.
As an

his impress

ex-member of the
er

and

in

affairs

man
he.

legislature, banker,

farm-

capitalist he wields a wide influence
of his commonwealth, and no
stands higher in business circles than
For some four year- he has been

ears
For t<
the incumbent of that office.
he also held the office of treasurer of Geneseo, and is now treasurer of the school
He was made a Scottish Kite Maboard.
son at Wichita, Kansas, in 1898. and is
now serving as junior warden in Geneseo
Lodge, No. 361, A. F. & A. M. He is also
a past chancellor of Geneseo Lodge. No.
Although a young man, he
249, K. of P.

has attained eminence in industrial and political life, and the future will undoubtedly
hold still higher honors for him. for a man
of marked ability and energy is always in
demand in connection with the important
activities of business

and public

life.
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CHARLES

BOND.

C.

and died
1

ips

m

;i

'i

Barber county there
mure widely or
Bond, win se ci
>r.

in

all

citizen

nan

I

curred

ing ami

stock

many

a

I

.

5(

--

was

le

1

nefit

in

also

tin

a large

years presides
ttlemen's Association of the cottn- effi rts
along mam lines of proguncut have heen
-I hene-

mnecticut.

tack

m

Puritans

in

first

[831,

in

first

He

Leicester.

Massachusetts,

erations of the family

The

settlement

Massachusetts.

26,

county.

the

\\

we

lis

lie

life

had

in

Leicester.

four

n,

son,

Massachuchanged his loca-

to

Leicester,

there

fifteen

years,

then

sold

his

and entered the livery business
dale, Pennsylvan
the '60s.

I

lis

next

in

Rich-

place of

1

1

the sum-

farmer's family
of 1872, when he we;l to
/.<< lived, and
Indiana, where
death occurred that year,
until

retired in a

.an

manufacturer of shoes and a farmer.
[is
named Elizabeth Howard and had
lived in Stoughton,
Massachusetts.
The
grandfather died in 1838 and his wife survived him fourteen years, dying in iS;j.
They had eight children: Louisa, the eldest, born January
15, 1799. married Rev.

'

was Harford, Pennsylvania, when

mer

The last-named, the grandfather of the
rn Xnvemher 1, 1774. was
wife was

i

Leicester,

in

barre,

til

— Benjamin,

ard.

a

shop

abandoned the blacksmith's
and from there removed to WilkesPennsylvania, where
a large boot and shoe
Willard
IPr<
Snow, his father-in-law.
to

[

By

was born December 11. 1747.
n iker's trade, and 'eft a si

a

trade,

Richard, Mary ami Elizabeth.
His
Richard, the great-grandfather of
iect.

it

Paxton, Massachusetts, his wife's
native town.
Finally, however, he returned
tion

died.

havi

children

At

finding

but

hut after a time he

setts,

rn

amily -tates that Burley Bmid,
t-great uncle of our subject, was
married in [740 to Elizabeth Hopkins, and
during the Revolutionary war served under
Captain llenshaw.
Benjamin Pond, the
our
ndfather
of
subject,

Mary,

tablishiiig

Worcester

where m
had lived and

authentic record

b

hum

[850.

3,

fining he followed blacksmithing

of the
-

9,

I

trade,

machinist's

on<

families of Puritan ancestry.

to

two

1

Bond, b n n
ebruary 23,
1805, when twenty years of age bought his
time of his father and began learning the
niah

the county.

comes of

Joseph,

November

[821, died

;

.

fatl

Mary, born April

the fourth.

w.as

many

New England

1

ii

.

'

dea

lis

I

Narcis

orcester.

[807, married Hastings Bridges, a farmer,
ami died in Springfield, Massachus*
tember 20, [878. Carey, born Dece
homestead
ter, April 17. 1832, .at the age of twenty's.
Lydia, b
28, [814,
married Dexter Trask, and died in Pitch-

hi

storm too
r the night t""
dark in deter the Doctor from responding

for

\\

Zephaniah, the

was never

I

in

(.

tor,

-

physician in

ily

>ctober

'i'.

il} er,
if
[803, married Mr.
died in Worcester,
leaving

.

r

prof<

his

I

'1

1

farm-

in

pioneer days.

Worcester, April

in

Jeremiah, born

;

cit

_'

ticed

[882

.

is

is!

I

honest, conscientious man. .a Universalreligious faith .and a firm believer in

in

universal

salvation.

was originall)
became a Republican.
an

(

>dd

In

political
.

hut

views he
afterward

Fraternally

lie

was

Fellow.

was married in Paxton, Mas
Sophronia Snow, who was born there January

7.

1S08, a daughter of Colonel Will-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
ard and Polly Abbot) Snow. Her father,
born July 25, 1775. became a contract* >r and
(

builder and built the greater part of the
iwn if Paxton. His wife was born in Hol-

ti

1

Willard Snow became
very well to do, owning a farm of five hundred acres, which included the most of Hasden. Massachusetts.

tending the town school, and at the end of
went to make his home with

that time he

his paternal grandmother, who lived cm the
old homestead, just south of Leicester. Massachusetts.
There he resided until 1840.
and was a student in the schools of that

He was

place.

then apprenticed to Orlando
Grafton. Massachusetts, to learn

neburniskit Hill, a place of some historical

Whitney

sort.

importance and now a famous summer reHis death occurred on this farm. He
a colonel in the local militia. Mrs. Bond

for six

was

-'
apprenticeshi]
Wilkesbarre he worked for a time with his father.
but soon left there, and for a year was in
the employ of a Mr. Crosby, a custom shoemaker of Wilkesbarre, during which time
he completed his trade and became a journeyman shoemaker, following that pursuit
For several years through Pennsylvani

died May 23, 1839.
She was a faithful
Christian woman.
Her brothers and sisters were as follows
Polly, born September 17. 1707. died November 5. 1820; Carlo
:

H., born

November

11.

1799. died

May

2,

1828; John, born October 30, 1S01, died
15. 1828; Lucy, born IV]

January

1805. died November 30. 1S95, at the age
of ninety years; Sophironia, bom January
7, 1S08. died August 23. 1839; Lucretia,
born June 6, 1810, died September 13, 1813
rn May 31. 1813. died May o. 1836;
Willard, Jr.. born August 29. 1818. is now
;

farmer of Mitchell, South DakoHenry, born January 21. 1827, is a carpenter of Newton Corners. Boston, Massaa retired,

ta;

chusetts.

Unto the parents of the Doctor were
born five children, of whom he is the eldest and the only survivor.
The others were
Sophronia S.. who was born December 16.
1832, and died September 15. 1833; Sophronia S., who was born August 7. 1834.
and died December 18. 1837: Alonzo G.,
who was born July 31. 1835. and died December 15. 1837: and Alonzo S., who was
born July 11. 1839. and became a railroad
engineer.
While running on the Wabash
I,
at Jewell. Ohio, he slipped from
his cab and fell under the wheels, being
killed January 20. 1881.
He was married
to Jennie Bennett, and left a widow and two
children:
Charles Z., an expert machinist
in the Wabash shops at pert Wayne. Indiana and Lulu, who died in 1882. at the
age of seventeen years.
Dr. Bond, of this review, was reared in
Leicester. Massachusetts, when he went to
live with his maternal grandfather in Pax:

ton.

He

spent five or six years there, at-

at

the shoemaker's trade, and remained there
months after the expiration of his
1

Xew

1

York.
By the water route he made
ay to Milwaukee. Wisconsin, thence to

Janesville and on to Racine.

He

boat and returned as far as Cleveland. Ohio.
Three or four years afterward he returned
to Wilkesbarre. again entering the employ
of Mr. Crosby.
in the 23d of April,
[861, Mr. Bond
was united in marriage to Miss Mary A.
Bingham, in the Episcopalian church, of
(

Xew York, by the Rev. Norton.
She was born in Lima. Ohio, a daughter of
Winfield and Mary E. Bingham.
During
the interval between leaving Wilkesbarre
and his marriage Dr. Bond had been working in Dunkirk, and after his marriage he
located at Cherry Creek, where his wife
died May 22. 1862.
After his loss be was
not content to remain there, and spent a
sh< irt time in Elmira. Xew York, and then
went tn Troy, on to Albany and finally
reached Lansingburg. where he took up the
Fredonia.

In order
study of edicine with Dr. Hull.
to earn a living while pursuing his studies

he was compelled

ment
3s

in

a

retail

the river,

tn work, finding employboot and shoe store just
Later he
in Waterford.

sewing machine agency at
Lansingburg, where he remained until 1872.
He attended lectures at Albany and was
finally registered with Dr. Hull antl practiced with him for a time.
In the fall of
1872 he removed from Lansingburg to Fort

also conducted a
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spent the

,

\

hip

fti

ed

a

where he

ille,

Mr

claim

folli

1

to his inc.niie.

engaged

ing,

.

S.

J.

and

in

Wichita.

to

I

his

worl

profi

the

In

le

farming and

in

and practiced

With
unit)

of [874 he
returning

fall

Lake

in

At that time the
four townships and
an abundance of game in the locality.
Mr. Bond built a log cabin on his
claim and spent the winter of 1873-4 there.
During the following summer tin
went upon the war path
Mr.
le were killed in this locality.
ays kept his guns near him, and
City

Bond
add

wiili

Barber o

way with

bis

cattle.

.;

ne to

ii

5

ivii

made
Kan

following spring
fopeka,

in the

i

township.

ided into only

through Kingman county he
man from whom he purchased
ers

for

them

tv.

:1

ei

tn his

ranch and. this

•

1

ticed hi-

died

le

for

prac-

many

ring and
1

In

he

g

to

fail

manj
'

din

of

«

his

;

and aid where

t<

-

melons; bur

it

turned out

re there.

-

•'

They

v,

order

to sell their hides for -i\i;

apiece.

Sun City

for

which
me extent he was

a pair of boots
-

in

1

by the gunshot. Early that
started

er

trying

he
still

I

had

self until

lol-

a guild

1883 and

in the

me

C

May. 1883, however, he
Barber county, by Rev. Axl
Burbank.
He had secured
iunty and tin
county. Mr. Axline In-

of

reaching the ho
with whom he left the led horse
e led "ii his way.
Soon a shot
and he discovered he was fol-

led the other until

I

four Indians,
es.

the red

He

who were running

tried to escape, but finding

men were gaining on him he made

iti
the bushes, followed by various
>me of which barely miss
ntinued on his way s< me men workan toward them. He
to return and get their guns and
when they made their way to the town,
about a half-mile distant, a part;

ifter

the Indians, and a comthere was

the regiment stationed

after following the trail of

the

men

dark the search v
fhe Doctor succeeded in recovering
which he was forced to abandon
until

-.

when he made

his

way

into the

validity of the marriagi
couple then went south inti tfo
county.
funned.
The lady was born

Ii

1

•

bank.

Her

family

is

I

the

mother was burn

mtry,

ded

in

111;-

ville,

in

about

1823.

in

S

The

Canada man)
Cyrus Burbank, and

grandfather.
havi

;

titer

mer becoming

a

died there.

well-to-do man.

married Eliza Sanburn, and after

hi

Betsy Kilboui

By

i

his

1

the

first

marri;

-•.Jen by
l

y him-

1
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196

mer

of Missouri.

there

is

one child

:

By the second marriage
Frances, of Toronto. The

Bond were married

parent? of Mrs.

in

Can-

and .several years later removed to Morgan county. Ill in. is, where the father bought
a farm, but later he sold it and became the
owner of a farm in Brown county, that
state, where he resided until 1874. when he
came to Kansas, locating on a claim near
Lake City. He subsequently removed to
Pratt county, where he spent his remaining days, his death occurring June 3, 1881.
He was one of the pioneers of that county,
dug the first well there and people came for
miles around to get water from his place,
a highly honored and respected citizen.
In politics he was a Republican. Mrs.
Mary X. Burbank. wife of Lewis Burbank,

the movement.
His life has indeed been a
busy and useful one, and he commands uniform respect as an honcfred pioneer.
'

ada,

Pratt

died at the residence of her son
county, April 28. 1902. In the family were
six children, of whom four are living: William, who resides with bis mother Charles,
who died in Pratt county, at the age of
twenty-three years; Caleb, who died at the
in

;

age of twenty-three in Pratt count}-; Mrs.
ii'l:
Cyrus, of Woodson county. Oklahoma; and Sarah R., the widow of William
I'.,

and a resident of Pratt Center.
Mrs. Bond is a cultured and refined lady

Bell,

whose

manifest in the lives of
the children born unto her and the Doctor.
influence

is

These are Mary, who is now living with
her grandmother in order to attend school
in Pratt Julia Lucv C. Ammie L. Lewis
C. and Willie A.
Since residing in Barber county the Doc;

;

;

;

:

tor has once been elected superintendent of

public instruction, and for one term filled
He has always
:e by appi intment.
been deeply interested in education, and is
a

warm

friend of the public school system.

At one time he
to allow his In

lived in his

use

wagon

in

order

to be used for school pur-

he votes with the Democracy on national questions, but at local elections votes independently.
He was
the first president of the first Cattlemen's
Assi ciation of Barber county, and the first
meeting was held at his house in 1880. He
was instrumental in its organization, spending several weeks in arousingf interest in

poses.

In

politics

WILLIAM

WARXER.

A.

One of the fine farms of Rice countyj
known as Pretty Prairie Farm, is the property of

Willam A. Warner, one

gressive and
the locality.
ty,

Ohio,

Warner,
in

substantial

He was

March

9,

of

agriculturists

of

Seneca a

>un|

born

in

1851, a son of Henry
Empire state, borl
in
He was
1818.
in the state of his na-

a native of the

Chenango county,

reared to farm

life

and in 1S36 removed to the then terMichigan to make his home with
an uncle, but he became dissatisfied '.here
and then removed to Ohio and was
r
married to Sarah Stetler, of Pennsylvania
German descent and a representative of a
The
prominent and influential old family.
family subsequently removed to St. Josepfl
county. Michigan, locating near Three Rivers, where the father improved a go d farm]

tivity,

ritory of

He was
ciples.

a firm supporter of Republican prinHe reached the Psalmist's span of

three-score years and ten. passing

away

at

the age of seventy-two years, and his wife
was called to the home beyond at the age

They were the paof seventy-three years.
rents of eleven children, eight of whom
grew

to years of maturity:

Erfie

and Han-

nah, residents of Michigan: William A.,
the subject of this review; Wilbur H., a
prominent citizen of Victoria township; A.
L.. also of Michigan; Herbert E., of Victo-

township: Sarah Ellen, deceased; and
resident of Wakelee, Michigan.
J., a
William A. Warner was hut six months
of age when he accompanied his parents oj
St. Joseph county.' Michitheir removal! ti
gan, where he was reared to farm labor and
ria

Marv

the public schools afforded
tional privileges.

him

his educa-

He

remained under the
about twenty-one years

parental roof until
of age. and was then married, in St. Josepl
county, to Louisa King, a native of Penis
sylvania, but reared and educated in Michi-

AL HISTORY
She was

fean.

a

daughter of James and So-

both now

g,

deceased,

al

the eldest, Ralph

).. is

war of the

James M.

Rebellion.

farm

t<>

>ari

colonist

life

Bi

Virginia, and

in

d

was there reared and educated.

now twenty-

many

lie

had

thrilling experiences .hiring the Civil

lent agri-

Rice county, owning two hunacres of well impn
was married to flattie Whaley, and they

lg many hardships and dantwo occasions, in order to extract
information from him concerning
he had a rope pin
ments of thi
3,
around his neck, hut as he had in 'thing t<>
He was an
tell he was released.
and was a man of
mi a lar§
sterling worth and of much executive abilHis death occurred in 1890, in Jackity.

fi

irt)

>

The two younger
Alma and Alfred.

Save one child. Ethel.
children of the

family.

and ten years.

thirteen
lied in infancy.

In the year

1878

-Mr.

Warner came

to

of "lie hundred and sixty
acres, to which he lias since added until his
:n

now comprise

issessions

has erected a g
deuce and barns, has an orchard of seven
r:
addition
in
to the
nd
the cere.

and

il

e is extensively

engaged

Victoria

27,

pwnship
!

cli-

in the rais-

Pretty Prai-

es.

Farm, located on section

country

Mr. Warner

xice county.

support
;

the

;

Repuiblican
as a member of
to

party.

1

le

him

a

cause

warm

education ever finding

f

1

'

His

friend.

life

has been charactci
For
fenergy, perseverance and hard work.
hree years he has resided in Ri :e
county, and during that time he h
ported himself that as a citizen, as a man of

and

ger-,

(in

1

t

;

Missouri,

.

at

years, ami the- passed

f<

He

res.

in

I'"

die

early inured
;

>f

rie

James M.

to the conflict,

dred and

He

Virginia,

county,
-"ii mi'

riie\

loved ami respected by all n
Mr. and Mrs. \\ arne r have

dim, and

gomery
1853, a

tin

were prominent and
people of their locality and were

[891.

flying in

1

the age of seventyfrom earth

The mother of our
upright citizen.
subject also died at the age of seventy years
They
in the faith of the Baptist church.
and

were the parents of five children.
and three daughters, namely

Thomas

:

Dyerly. win

wife of
Rice county's early and well known
ty, Kanbut is now a resident
sas: Paul M., deceased, former!)
ored citizen of Rice count)
nty, Misof Nathan Corder, of J
' Missouri; James M., of
K.,
nd Jacob
1

;

it

state

:

of

i:

-

tatn

taught lessons

when

ity,

of

he

ii

been larg

man has a cleaner re
highly respected than he. Of the Dunkard
church both he and his wife are e
their Christian belief is ex-

perience.

emplified in their every-day

the family remained

g

made

in

I

'

life.

The year [879
!

K.

BOARD.

Board

in

eighty

act

Rice county,

where be

'

One
ship.

he now owns
hundred and sixty
until

Rice county-,
1.

a well

is

the property

known

a valual
acres.

earl

the fields are under a

The

pi;

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

I9»

him a golden return for the
upon them.
accounted one of the leading agricul-

tion, yielding to

care and labor which he bestows

He

is

community, and his place is
the equipments and accesmodel farm.
In the spring of 187S Air. Board was
united in marriage to Miss Maggie Pickerill,
who has proved to him a faithful companion for the journey of life. She was born
in Ohio, but was reared and educated in
Missouri, in both Jackson and Jasper counturists of his

supplied with

all

sories necessary to a

Her

ties.

T.

father,

J.

Pickerill,

died in

Rice county. Kansas,
February 1, 1901. The marriage of our subject and wife has been blessed with nine
children, two sons and seven daughters,
namely: Maude, Nora, Fred, Bessie, Bertha,
Frank, Pearl, Beulah and Flora. For many
years Mr. Board was identified with the
Democratic party, but is now a Populist.
He has served for a number of years as a
member of the school board, the cause of
education ever finding in him a warm friend.
Mrs. Board is a member of the Christian
Victoria

township.

Mr. Board is universally honored
and esteemed, and his record is one which
reflects credit upon himself and does honor
to the commonwealth in whose progress and
welfare he is so deeply concerned.
church.

many

Iowa and in the west. His
the maiden name of Elizawas a native of Ohio and a
I'urdaughter of Xehemiah and Cynthia
The father was a native
den
Williams.
of the Old Dominion and was a member o|
He was
inent family of that state.
married in Iowa.
Unto James M. and
wife,

DAVID W. DUKE.
years

have passed

David Washington Duke came to Rice
county. Kansas, and nobly has he performed
his duty in establishing and maintaining
the material interests and moral welfare of
his communty, having exerted a wide influsince

ence
state.

among

He

the agriculturists of his adopted

claims Iowa as the state of his

nativity, his birth

having occurred

in

Henry

county, near Mt. Pleasant. February 19,
Flis father. James M. Duke, was a
185 1.
native of Kentucky, in which commonwealth the grandfather. John Duke, was
also born. James M.. the father of our sub-

removed to Iowa when a young man.
Fie was a sawyer by trade and operated

ject,

In ire

1

)

Elizabeth Duke were born four children,
three now living:
Cynthia, the wife of
James Rankin, of Victoria township. Rice
county; David Washington: and Jlarriet
Holmes, a resident of Lyons, Kansas. They

who

also lost one child, Francisca,

infancy.

The

died in

father of this family died in

Weiner, Arkansas, when seventy-six years
of age. He was a prominent business men,
and in early life he affiliated with the Greenback party, but afterward was identified
with the Democratic party. He was an intimate friend of General Weaver. Flis widow still survives, and now makes her home
with her children in Rice county, having
reached the age of seventy-four years. She
is a worthy member of the Baptist church,
and her husband also held membership re-

lations with that denomination.

D.

W. Duke was

suits of the
ty,

wdiere he

all its

More than twenty

mills in

who

beth Williams,

reared to the quiet pur-

farm in the state of his nativwas early taught farm labor in

departments.

The

public schoi

Is

of the

neighborhood afforded him his educational
advantages, and through reading, study and
observation he has become a well informed
man. At the age of twenty-two years he
went to Taylor county, Iowa, locating on
In Page county, that state, he was
a farm.
united in marriage to Miss Anna E. Mra
Farland. vv'ho was born in Licking county^

Her paOhio, but was reared in Iowa.
McBixler
rents, William and Caroline
Farland, were also natives of Licking county, Ohio.
In 1851 they took up the
in Pratt county. Missouri, but in the following year they located in Page county.
Iowa.
They now reside at Clarinda, that
county, honored and respected pioneer settlers.
The father, who has reached the age
(

1

seventy-four years, affiliates with the
Republican party and is a member of the
Methodist Episcopal church. They are the

of
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parents of five living children', as

Anna

E., the

follows:

wife of our subject; William.

tive city

Milton,

of John

:

which it
Mussen,

Mrs. Vessie Laub, of
Alta Hutchinson,

also of that county;

is

da]

l'

his

.

war

Idier in the

vlrs.

county, low;
dren are: Franklin,

>ne "f the car;;

r

He

.

i

vvh

father

of

[812,

settlers

;

.

infancy and
Abig-a.il M. Dougherty, who died in Page
county. Iowa, at the age of t\v<
in

:

cared and educated, and
curred his marriage to MPs Mai

tl

of the pioneer families
In April, [879, Mr. Duke sought a home
Rice c
s, and hi mies
Per five year- he
claim oi eighty acres.
ear Gait, where he was engaged
mercantile pursuits.
He now owns a well
and valuable farm of one hundred
in

-

1

and sixty acres

28, Vic-

situati
:
1

under a high

s

the rais-

1

this

1

and climate he
and the
Mr. Duke

soil

1

el
if

'opulist

party

his

fi

>r

-

member of tl
of Mr. and Mrs.
children,
ith rive

Duke has

namely:
township; James

ria

1'

iew was
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tntedates

by six years. Mr. Mussen is a native
of the beautiful city of Cleveland. Ohio.

hn and

Mr. Mussen

his "teens

>unt
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ing member- of Indiana regiments.
Jerry Mussen was reared under the infarm, receiving his educational training in the primidiana, during

Barber a

number

a

lowing-
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:
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fat!

i

phus and Maria.

1

In

section the

farm and there remained

a

Jerry,

inmunity

1
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ber of the United
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Ann,

when

Indiana,

hn and Maria Mus-

Er

Percheron

f

vofc
1

sie

removed

of years, but he
raising

township trustee: in which he served for
also township clerk for two

The union

Ji

sen

boy

in

the

Union arm v. but

af-

this

1

the

uth

of

1

front he

was sent home with

"ity. Indiana, and was
not permitted to enter the service tl
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as he

was below the prescribed age

limit.

At

the age of twenty-two, in Jasper county,
Indiana, our subject was united in marriage

Miss Elizabeth Southard, who was born
Hoosier state, the daughter of John
and Lucretia (Dawson) Southard, and she
has proved to him a true helpmeet during the
to

in the

course of his years of active business life.
nr children have been
Of tlii- ha
born, namely:
Sallie. the wife of Wheeler
Maltby, of Woods county, Oklahoma, and
:

Charles. Albert and Ida.

After his marriage Air. Mussen removed
Vermilion county, Illinois, where he devoted his attention to agricultural pursuits
until 1879, when he came to Kansas and
located in the city of Wichita, Sedgwick
county, which was then a small village, and
there he was for si me time in the employ of
prominent lumber dealers, but eventually engaged in fanning and stock-growing in that
county, later taking up a claim in Harper
county, six miles northwest of Anthony,
where he continued operations in the same
line until 1887. when he located in Barber
county. where he purchased a tract of wild
land, which he ha- developed into a fine
farm, having one hundred and sixty acres,
improved with substantial buildings, orchard
and fences, and showing in every way the
careful and discriminating attention that
has been given by the enterprising owner.
Mr. Mussen is stanchly arrayed in support
of the Populist party and takes a deep interest in public affairs of a local nature.
In aiding the legitimate cattle industry, he
is a member of the Anti-Horse-beef Association.
His wife is a devoted member of
the United Brethren church.
Air. Mussen
commands unqualified confidence and esteem
in the community and is one of the representative farmer- of the countv, to whose
development he ha- contributed in due
measure.
to

ROBERT

H.

VANCE.

Prominent in the county as a successful and substantial tanner and stockman.
Robert H. Vance is also a highlv esteemed

and useful citizen of Ellsworth county,
Kansas, and is a native son. Here he was
burn on May 8, 1871, and he is a son of
Henry \V. and Eliza J. Callaghan Vance,
the former of whom was burn in 1S38, in
England.
Henry W. Vance came to the United
|

States

)

during the California gold excite-

ment in 1849 an d 1S50, and successfully
engaged in mining in the Golden state, returning with his wealth to England.
In
1870 he returned to America, bringing his
wife with him, and came to Lawrence,
Kansas, where he remained for three
months.
He came thence to Ellsworth
county, here taking up a homestead, to
which he added until he owned eleven hundren and eighty acres. His residence was
in Ellsworth, where he carried on a butchering business until 1880, retiring at that
date to the farm. This place was his home
until his death, on May 24, 1884. during
which time he farmed extensively.
The
mother of our subject still survives and
makes her home in Ellsworth and also A
England, dividing her time between the
two countries. In his political belief and
connection Mr. Vance was an ard<
publican, firmly believing in the principles
of his party.
Fraternally he had long been
a member of the Masonic order.

Robert II. Vance was the only child
born to his parents, and his youth was
spent in attendance at school, graduating
in the Ellsworth high school at the end of
the course, and later graduating at Spaulding's Business College, in Kansas City, in
the class of 1S91.
After completing his
education our subject assumed charge of
the large farm and has given his attention
to its interests very closely ever since.
His
stock-raising is a very important feature,
and he grazes from three to five hundred

He cultivates from five to seven
of land, raising corn and
wheat, but, as he feeds largely, his cattle
and stock consume more than he can pro-

cattle.

hundred acres

duce.

Mr. Vance is a modern farmer, and his
is one of the model ones of the counVicing completed}' improved and manty.
aged with modern machinery and appliestate
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DE WEESE.
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Uni m town-
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when he disposed

of the
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then returned

sat
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e

known an

a

small

farm,
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and started
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r

\\ eese

[829, and gre\

married Elizabeth Dorman, a daug
»orman,
Michael and Christit
and upon beginning his independei
he received eighty acres from his
nd there made his home until the
«', when
outbreak of the war oi
lie
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ship,
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well
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cated in Grove township,
Reno county,
where he followed agriculture and stockraising until 1S81, when he came to Kingman county, whose settlement was little
more than in its inception and he secured
1

,

by pre-emption the northeast quarter of section 2
Rural township, the former postoffice, known as Maud, being located on his
claim. In 18S9 he removed to the place now
owned by our subject, and this continued to
be his home until 1891, when he sold the
place to bis son and took up his residence
in the city of Kingman, where his cherished
and devoted wife died within the same year.
The following year he secured a claim on
the "new strip" opened to settlement in the

Indian Territory, making his home at Alva,
Woods county, Oklahountil 1 901, when he exchanged his
holdings for farm property in Missouri,
where he now resides, having again married, choosing as his wife Mrs. Elizabeth

also aided in reclaiming the

brief

jamin

F.,

garet,

who

MarNorah C, a

the subject of this sketch:

died in childhood;

Kansas City; Abraham L., who
died in infancy; Barnabas R., who was for
many years a railway engineer and who is
now- a resident of Sunnyside, Utah
William S., of Nashville, Kingman county Mary
the
wife of R. B. Elliott, of Sedgwick
C,
county; John W.. who is engineer of the
city water works at Cripple Creek, Colorado; and Martha B.. an expert telegraph operator, who now makes her home with the
resident of

;

:

subject of this review.

Benjamin

De Weese

has borne the
from a very
early age, while his educational opportunities in his youth were such as were afforded
by a somewhat desultory and irregular attendance in the common schools of the several localities in which the family lived at
different times.
Being the eldest son, he
F.

practical responsibilities of life

early began to take a responisble part in connection with the work of the farm and the

maintenance of the family. He was but ten
years of age when his father responded to

coun-

team, when not otherwise engaged,
gladly accepted, in order that he
might earn money with which to car-

was

:

Kingman

farm from the original prairie. His duin this connection were not confine!
alone to breaking the wild prairie and tilling the soil in summer, but 5 >r the first few
years, until the land was brought to a stall
of profitable cultivation, any occupation
which could be found for himself and
ties

his

record, in the order of birth
Sarah is the
wife of William Wolf, of Kingman; Ben-

time

ty

ma,

chil-

a- a sol-

that

forward until he bail attained the age of
twenty seven years his services were willingly and constantly given to the family,
assisting in the carrying on of the farm
work in Ohio and in opening the new- farm
in Reno county.
Kansas, to which they
came when he was twenty year- of age. He

the county seat of

Woodford. Of the first marriage ten
dren were 'born, and of them we enter a

and went forth
and from

his country's call

dier in the Civil war.

ry

forward

and

provide

family.
his

for

time to

the

work

for

the

of-

improvement

necessities

he

winters

several

gathering buffalo

of

the

devoted

bones,

of-

making

trips of two weeks' duration,
which he had to haul the bones to
front forty-five
Wichita or Hutchinson.
to fifty-five miles.
where he secured from
six tii ten dollars per ton for the producE
He also engaged in freighting provisions
ami supplies to the government army posts
at Forts Supply and Tollman, each more
than one hundred miles distant from the
base of supplies. He thus gave himself to
ceaseless toil and endeavor for the sake of

ten

after

—

—

his family until he

was twenty-seven years

when he made read)'
home of his own.
On the 31st of August,
of age,

to establish a

[879, he was
united in marriage to- Miss Hester A. Grett,
who was born in Pennsylvania, as were also
her parent-;. Jonas [. and Emma
Fry)
Grett. While she was an infant in arms her
parents removed to St. Joseph county, Mich1

igan, where she was reared and educated,
coming thence to Kansas with Iter parents
in 187S. After his marriage Mr. De Weese
tion o.
first

1

'mi

,ii

ti i'\\

same being a sod house,
twenty-six feet in dimensions.

residence, the

fourteen

1a-

eminent land on secand here erected his

nship.
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with

two rooms and board
lumber

e

original pre-emption claim, the

o mstrucfrom Hutchinsot

nec<

iled

been an exceptionally
time, being

two

This unpretenl
omicile continued to
int.

when he
Maud, erecting
'.

i

it

left

uses

the

and being the first po
iffice at the time being removed
one mile
incumbent of this

it

from his original site
There he was
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'

.-ii
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i
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new town of
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the livery busi j

in
I

to the

store

for the

Calista,

of our subject m
house from another farm
and this in tut
dious and attractive modern

just

As

publican

.1

and then purchased of his father the tarn;
and sixty acres which was
the nucleus of his present fine landed estate.
He took up his residence on the farm at that
continued his mercantile business
another year, when he disposi
ich time he has given his entire attention to agriculture and stock-raising, the
latter line of enterprise being given the precedence and placing him among the leadHe has
this section.

is

.

while

ice,

elected

trustee

1

public-spiriti

of one hundred

dred acres, the same being recognized as
one of the best stock farms in the
He keeps from one to two hundred head
usually feeding about fifty head
during the winter seasi ms, and he has sin >wn
marked discrimination in grading his 5ti ck
up to a very high standard, utilizing the
best shi rth rn h pes in his breedit
has made excellent improvements

residet

[898, the same being

in

in

I

proclivities, Mr. De Weese has taken
prominent part in public afl
cal nature, sen ing for eight

a

i

the father

the

in

ical

been established, and there erected a store
building and engaged in general m<
dising. being- also appointed postmaster. He
continued in business there about six years

increased his holdings until he u
a well improved and fertile farm of five hun-

when

and having ten spacims and having modi
and conveniences, making it one of the best
farm houses in this locality.

en he removed

which had

subject

iur

for that

;
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in

feet

tin

same having

gi

stories in Ik ight
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enterprises
r

il
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in
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for

g

year- he served as

a n

way- has he

the school board and in other

shown

his deep concern in the well being of

the community, while in
his

life

to

was

I

1

lend his influence
tion

he

[90]

in

Qnii a

•>

course has been

all

the

rel

su>

him f

whom he has been thrown in
honoring him for the integrity
which have been thi

with
all

dustry

of his success in

Mr. and Mrs.

life.
1

>e

Weese

bee

in-

cuts of seven children, of whom
in childhood, th

1

and Sherley died
ors

being Arthur,

and Ruth.

their

Frederick,

In their pleasant

Weese

many

are

friend-,

in the social

life

e

Bet

home Mr. and

1

ity
and welc
and they are prominent

of the community.

nature, the entire place being

rchard planted and in bearing and
and other buildings b
and commodious. 1
the farm present an excellent illi
of the evolution and development of this
the dwelling
stantial

section

of Kansas.
I

I

in

the placi

still

state of preservati
el

Kennev,

who

.

stands

WILLIAM

A.

MADDOX.

twenty years
More
since, Mr. Maddox took up his residence
Barber county, Kansas, of which
than

ed

as

a

representative

citi

in
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as one of its extensive and successful fanners and stock-growers, his finely improved
estate of nine hundred and twenty acres
icing located in Cedar township.
He is to
be classed among the honored pioneers who
have not only been eye-witnesses of the
pri gress and advancement of this favored
but who have also taken
f the state,
an active part in the work of develi ipment
1

and improvement.

Throughout

this

score

of years he has been prominently identified
with the agricultural and stock interests,

have been crowned with
continues his active labors,

and thus

his efforts

success.

He

still

for indolence and apathy form no part of
Great changes have taken place
during his residence in the county.
Wild
lands have been transformed into beautiful homes and farms; villages and towns
have sprung up; railroads, the telegraph,
the telephone, and all other modern improvements have been introduced: industries
and commercial enterprises have been esThus the work of progress has
been carried forward. Mr. Maddox lending
his nature.

and influence as opportunity
fered, and in this way has been laid broad
and deep the foundation for the present
prosperity of the community.
He is yet in
the prime of vigorous manhood, and well
deserve- mention in this connectii

his aid

nored pioneers of the county.
Mr. Maddox claims Missouri as the state
of his nativity, his family being om
old established ones in that state, of which
his grandfather was a pioneer settler.
Our
subject was burn in Howard county, Missouri, on the 28th of October, 1856, being
of the

hi

James and Griselda (Adams) Madwhom were born and
state, the former being a son of

dox, both of
in

that

Samuel Maddox. who located
ar

an early period

in

its

in

history.

Missouri

He was

war of 1812, and he
county. Missouri, where he

in active service in the

died in

Howard

had been engaged

farming and stockJames
red on the old homestead farm, in
Howard county, and upon attaining vears
of maturity he married Miss Griselda' VIams. the daughter of William Adams, who
raising

for

many

in

years.

removed from Kentucky to Missouri and
became a pioneer farmer of the latter state,
many years later locating in Texas, where
his death occurred.
To James and Griselda
Maddox were born six children, namely:
Lena, deceased: William A., the subject of
this sketch; Anna, deceased: Jessie and Jennie, twins: and Miller.
James Maddox
passed his entire

life

in his

native county]

where he died at the age of fifty-six years.
He was a man of the highest integrity and

commanded

the

of

respect

all

who knew

him.

In politics lie was a stanch adv< cate
of the principles of the Democratic party,
and his religious faith was that of the Cum-

berland Presbyterian church, of which his
She has

widow also is a devoted member.
now attained the Psalmist's span
years and ten, and
county. Missouri.

score

still

of throeresides

in

Howard

Maddox, to whom
dedicated, was reared on

William
sketch

is

A.

this

homestead farm in Missouri, and like die
average boy so placed, he early learned the
value of honest toil, contributing his quota
to the work of the farm and receiving his
educational discipline in the public schools.
thus waxed strong in both physical and
mental vigor, developing a sturdy self-re-

He

and maturing

liance

judgment by

his

the

experiences in connection with practical duties assigned to him.
He c< ntim cd to be
identified with agriculture

and stock-raising

Missouri until the year 1882, when he
determined to enroll himself as on
pioneers of Barber county. Kansas, believing that there were here presented excelin

lent

opportunities

nite success

through

for

attaining

legitimate

a

defi-

enterprise.

Upon
up a pre-emptiota
claim on the Osage Indian tract, the nearest railroad point at that time being Harper, while practically nothing had b<
in the way of reclaiming the land for cultihis arrival he took

vation.

Settlers

were few

in

number and

widely separated, while the few dwellings
to he found were of the most primitive type.
Front the start he had implicit faith in the
future of this section of the state, and the
have amply justified his confidence.
lie lias had the prescience an

results

That
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ti

and

i"

discern oppi >rtunities presented

i

take

dm

when we take cognizance of the
estate which he has accumuand upon which he has made the best
[is farm o mprises nine
ements.
hundred and twentj acres, m
sated in Cedar township, and it i<
the most valuable
places in the county, while on every hand
evident

ing naught but g< od-will for lumen, Mr. Maddox has
retained
a wide circle of friend- 111 the community

landed

tine

evidi

and excellent judgment which have been
brought to bear in it- improvement and
Tin is well watered.
d by a creek which is
never-failing springs, and thus in
to his agricultural operations, Mr. Maddux has devoted much attenl
the raisligh grade cattle and other live
is
department of his farming inlying yielded him
tory returns, while through his efforts much
has been done to prorm te the stock interests whic
iring on
sperity of this section.
His home
ile
and attractive residence.
other farm buildings are of substantial order and well adapted for the uses
for which they were designed.
Mr. Maddux has on his place a well matured grove
of black locust trees and also a e
chard of ten acres, yielding a variety of
fruits in season,
lie has done much to raise
cattle and swine in this section, having the best thoroughbred types of
the former and a tine herd of Poland-China
i

1

i

i

i

swine.

a pi

dox

MadAnna

the 27th of .March. [889, Mr.
was united in marriage to Miss

Gertrude Botleman,

who was born

Union
>wa, whence her parents removed
when she was a chili
is
here she was reared and edll
a daughter of Hamilton A. and M
in

I

d

n

)

in

Botleman, the former
Adams county, Ohio.

Mrs.

Botleman died in Iowa at the age of twentysix year-, and her husband lived
if
the age
sixty-one.
their
>f
dren one is deceased, Kittie, and tl
viving are Edward, Mary. Anna
Mrs.
and Andrew.
Mr. and Mrs.
I,
Maddox have five children, nan:
ma Clan
crude; James
familton; Edith Blanche: and Roland A.
I

(

1

I

<

AUGUSTUS
1

if

B.

1

1

1

In the career
of the Cedar Tlill

'•.

REYNOLDS.

thi

Ranch, one of tin
Barber county, there are
which render it imperative that he be accorded specific menl

farms

stock

many

in

salient points

work of this nature.
He is
the of families Long and prominently

iden-

with the annals of Americais
himself one of the pi
county, having been the first settler in the
township where iproved ranch property, and thn ugh his able
riminating efforts and genuine public spirit he has contributed in larg
nd material pr
ure to thi
•ate. while his upright
life and unvarying courtesy have gained and
tified

1

Taking
all

popular m< n

is

On

1

are

ie

hich he

lated

a lively

that concerns the

and constant interest in
advancement and matef
his o unty, Mr.
•

i

has been active in public

ai

nature, giving his political
to the Populist party,

which he was elected

as

the candidate of

I

ship treasurer, giving a most capable and
discriminating administration, while for a
number of years he has been a member of
board of district No. 55. using
his influence to bring the schools up to the
highest possible standard.
Of frank and
genial nature, tolerant in judgment and hav>1

I

retained to

esteem

in

tained his
century.

him unequivocal confidence and
the county where he has mainhome for the past quart

He

St

farmers and stock-gr
county, and his name has e
tative
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synonym of
manhood.

The

inflexible

Empire

integrity

and useful

Union figures as the native place of Augustus Bellamy Reynolds, since he was born on a
farm near the picturesque little city of
Glens Falls. Warren county. New York, on
old

state of the

the 27th of October,

1827. the family being one of distinction and long residence
in that state, while representatives in the
direct and collateral lines took prominent
part in the early Indian wars, the war of the
Revolution and the second conflict with the
mother country, in 1812. James Green
Reynolds, father of our subject, was a soldier in the war of 1812. serving under General Wool.
His mother was a member of
the well known Green (or Greene) family
of Connecticut, a number of whose members were valiant soldiers and officers in

Revolution. James Green Reynolds was
twice married, his first wife having been

tht-

Martha Durgee,

of Attica,

Xew

York, and

member of one of the old families of the
The two children of this marriage
were James, who died in Wisconsin and
Martha, who died in the state of Xew York.
a

state.

:

After the death of his first wife James G.
Reynolds consummated a second union, being then wedded to Mi~s Catherine Anderson, who was born in Scotland, whence, as
a child, she accompanied her parents n their
emigration to America, and she was reared
<

Canada and in St. Lawrence county. Xew
York. She was a daughter of William and
Catherine Anderson, of prominent and in-

in

fluential old

families of Scotland. Captain
his title from having long served as captain of vessels plying Lake Champlain, and he was the owner
of a line of boats there. James G. and Cath-

William Andera n gained

Anderson) Reynolds became the parents of nine children, and of the number
the subject of this review is now the only
survivor, the others having been as follows
erine

(

Lavina died in the state of Xew York; Betsey, who became the wife of a Mr, Smith,
died in the same state, at the age of eighty
wife of Jabez Hamdied in Ticonderoga,
Xew York;
William, who was one of the earlv settlers

years:

Rebecca,

the

in

Rock county.

Illinois,

Phcebe,

who became

died in

Xew

died in that state;

the wife of Mr. Brown,
York; George died in WisconCatherine, who became the wife of

sin;

Mr. Titus, likewise died in the state of Xew
York; and Smith K. died in California,
whither he had gone via the Isthmus route,
as one of the argonauts of 1849.
The father of these children died in

Warren coun-

Xew

York, at the age of sixty years,
having been a successful farmer and stockij
grower and a Democrat in his political proclivities.
His wife, Catherine, passed away
at the age of thirty-seven
years, having
been a devoted communicant of the Protestant Episcopal church, and a woman of
ty,

gentle and noble attributes of character.

After the death of his mother Augustus
B. Reynolds became an inmate of the home
of his older sister, Mrs. Rebecca Hammond,
of Essex county, Xew York, and was there
reared to maturity, having excellent edu-

advantages in his youth and early
giving inception to his active business career.
He secured a clerical position in the
mercantle establishment of Nichols, Burton & Company, at St. Albans. Verm< nit,
where he remained three years, and then accepted a similar position in the dry g da
house of the Saxe Brothers, in the same
town.
Still later he
went to Montreal.
Canada, where he was employed in one of
the leading wholesale houses of the city. In
1853 Mr. Reynolds was married, and three
years later he started for the west, making the trip by way of the Great Lakes, and
in the following year taking up his residence in Clinton, Iowa, where he was successfully engaged in the grain business until
1864, after which he was similarly engaged at Comanche, that county, until
1N07. when he removed to Clay county, Illinois, where he followed the same line of
industry until 1875. when he returned to
Xew York, locating in Ticonderoga. where
he continued to make his home until 1877,
ctional

1

which represents the date of his arrival in
Barber county. Kansas, a- one of its first
permanent settlers. Here he took up a claim
in Cedar township, the same being an integral

portion

of

his

present

fine

ranch

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY
which now comprises six hundred
m after his arrival Mr.
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!

began the erection of his
e,

which he appropriateh
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i

Castle."

1
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the

-
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the discriminate

In s-

aco rded
hin

the

incredible,

and

well
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.
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1

eight) years, his w
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years.
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Ontario.

rns and
fields
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make up

to
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Hamilton.

in

the nine children born to Mr.

who

[olden A.,

reside

-till

five

are living, namely:

resides in

Kingfisl

lahnma Sarah, who is Mrs.
ilton, Canada
Fred VV., of
I.,
cattle-raiser
a prominent
;

I

<

;

>1

!

marked

an implicit faith in the futhe re-

'

than justilied his confidence.

and

ipular

pi

the public

in

-

:

sign;

scl

four deceased children
Clay county, Illinois,
years 1 farvey, « hi di< <\
in

:

al
"^

'
•

1

died in

-

and

purchased

has

ng

a

I

locating

since

•n

home market

een, as the result of a snake

I

for the

farm-

and public spirit. Mr.
is a man of unwavering in
lty and is
well known through
by all with whom lie has a me in
his enterprise

is

children
ence S., w hi ah
received excellei
and they have honored their parents by their
1

worthy and useful

a devoted

the

their

of
Ik

who know

the

tin

Ranch
even as was
11

is

a center of refined hospitality,

cii

'U-

ercourse

amenities

Mr. R
communicants of the Pro'.nee.

his wife arc-

companion and helpmate

half-century

Id in

lives,

all

beautiful famib

and

him

during

<

highest esteem by

;

life.
in the various
In the city of Hamilton, province
fcario, Canada, in the year 1853, was solxe of Mr. Re;

to

of

sucthe

ranch

Both

unicants of tl
of England, and were folk of refinement
and sterling character.
Thi
Mr-. Ke_\ nolds and \\

and Mrs. Reynolds

i

id

1-

'••''

i;

buildings,

cessarj

and excellent pastures, all go
me, and her

li

;

A

improvement.

inally

•

1

George C, who

n

ar in
lent an«l

by

in

many

I

that the

freely

a miller

the city of Rochester, where for
years he had charge
f
the largesl
mills in the cit)
Eie then removed
ill* n,
'anada, v\
sed the remainder of his life, attaining the

cated

t

ranch property of

ificent

;

:

I

days the latch string of

ly

id
i"

—

dwelling.

first

pal church.

married

county. Eng-

DAVTD JACKS!

[833, the daughter of J
Whiting) Holden, both
abeth S.

>N.

I

:"

that

same

member-

unty and

I

lilies,

een born in

01

10

the latter
5fr

ric

old

the ci unty.
Ji seph Bu
den emigrated with his family to America
in the year 1836. landing in Xew York city,
and thence proceeding

'.

carries

on farming

raising in Cedar town-'

of this
count
pi rtion of the state for ten years, but has
almost
for
Kansas
of
been a representative

ber

twenty years.
tv, Kentucky,

I

I

in

1863.

His father. Elias
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was

Jackson,

a

native of the

same

state,

born in 1834, the son of Isaac and Mary
(Williams) Jackson, also natives of KenElias Jackson was reared and edutucky.
cated in the Bluegrass state, but after his
marriage removed with his family to Mercer county, Illinois, settling near Aledo.
This continued to be his place of abode for
six years, and on the expiration of that period he removed to Keokuk county, Iowa,
where he remained until his removal to
Barber county. Kansas, where he was sex m
recognized as a leading, influential anil
Throughout his entire
honored citizen.
farming and his
life he has carried on
energy and capable management have enabled him to gain a creditable degree of sucHe has usually given his political
cess.

Democracy. Unto him and
have been born six children: Mrs.
Aubrey, of Keithsburg. Mercer
county, Illinois; William, a resident of
Cedar township. Barber county, Kansas
Elijah of Woods county, Oklahoma; Mrs.
Dolly Jenkins, of South English, Keokuk
county. Iowa; David, of this review; and
Mrs. Ruth Reed, of Crestville, Kansas.
On the old family homestead in Illinois and in Keokuk county, Iowa, David
Jackson spent the days of his boyhood and
youth, and the lessons which he learned in
childhood have proved an important foundation for his success and honorable career
suppi

rt

to the

his wife

Elizabeth

in

later

life.

The

public schools afforded

him his educational privileges, and to farm
work he was trained, early becoming familiar with the best methods of tilling the
On leaving
soil and cultivating the crops.
Iowa he became a resident of Butler county,
young
man of
time
Kansas, being at that
a
twenty years.
When twenty-five years of
age he was united in marriage, in Sedgwick
county. Kansas, to Miss (".race Elliott, a
native of Iowa, who spent her girlhood days

Sedgwick county, her parents being T.
and Jane Elliott. Her father is now de
but her mother is still living and
makes her home in the Sunflower state.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Jackson have been bom
in

L.

ceased,

five

children.

E., Carl

— Oliver

D.. \ irgil

and Theodore C.

E.,

Irene

Mr. Jackson is a stanch advocate of the
principles of the Republican
party,
and
keeps well informed on the question- and
issues of the day, while fraternally iie is
connected with the Modern Woodmen of
America. Ele takes a public-spirited interest in everything pertaining to the welfare
and progress of his adopted county, but the
greater part of his attention is devoted to
his farming and stock-raising interests.
He
owns four hundred and eighty acres of
valuable land, which is well improved and
supplied with all the equipments that indicate the owner to be a man of good business ability and enterprise.
An orchard
yields its fruits in season and a good grovel
is found upon the place.
There are windmills, barns and cattle sheds and a comfortable home.
Mr. Jackson is successfully
and extensively engaged in the stock business, raising, buying, feeding and shipping
cattle and hogs.

JOHX
The
dustrial

state of

V.

MANUEL.

Kansas with its pulsing inand substantial develop-

activities

ment, has attracted within its confines many
men of marked business ability and high
character, and in conserving her interests
there has never been lacking the vital element contributed by those who are referred
to as the young men in business.
In this
progressive age the handicap which the old
regime placed on comparative youth is entirely removed, and. in fact, it may be said
that in a large proportion of the imp- u'tant
enterprises and undertakings which have
made the nation what it is to-day. the young
man has been the dominating factor. In
the present connection we are permitted to
offer a brief review of the career of one of
the representative young business men of
Kingman county, one whose efforts have
been directed with consummate tact and ability and whose methods have been such as to
gain to him unqualified confidence and esteem (ui the part of those with whom he
He conducts
has been thrown in contact.

—
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ami

sp<

whips,

lit-

ami

larness

1

i

King
j).

the thri\ ing

in

e

mingham, where he
equipped establishment d
al machinerj ami mi
ami shelf hardware, guns

Well

the

most im-

in tin-

section of

ia

nam

mercantile houses

In

business.

the interval

of

his

from the homestead he had been for a time
Kingman count) and become much im-

in

pressed with
ising outlook

tin
f<

r

the thrn

•,-

ningham.
Finally he determined
here, which he did in the year [895, engaging in the implement business.
In the
May. [898, which SO
'

John V. Manuel

a native of the state

is

of Wisconsin, having been

t>

rn

the cit)

in

the 25th of February,

[865,

of

Man
Elkins
R. C. and -Mary
of whom were born in the state
Vermont, where the former was engaged

in

the live-stOck business until

:

rem

he

1

(

eing

i\

1S57.

when

one of the

ham, Mr. Manuel
buildings,

wa-

which

unning-

entire

his

lost

including

etc..

-tuck,

residence.

his

entirely

demolished, involving
tiie loss of
furniture, clothing and many
relics and objects of p
ue to the
owner.
le
Med 1. our refa<
pi rter that he saved fr< m the wreck only a
can of peaches and a saucer, which chanced
I

1

[ger -tale.

of the Rebellion he held a
a- purchasing agent.

ir

.

[870 he removed with his family from
locating at Wakesin to Kansas,
field, where he has since devoted his attenIn

tion

and

pursuits

agricultural

t<.

stock-

being one of the influential citiOf his rive children
Clay county.

r,

zen-

1

f

three are living at the present time,

namely:

X. Dodsi n,
f M.
Harriet, who is the wife
of Wyoming; Effie, the wife of E. G.
1

Pritchanl. of Wakefield, Kansas; and John
mmediate subject of this review.
John V. Manuel was hut a child of live

pars

rem \al
and he was reared on the home-

the time of the family's

at

m
lal

i'la\

in

training

iris

1

independent career,
where he was
the stock-growing industry

making no permanent location.
came to eastern Kansas, where
employ >f W. L. Dunham.
1

If

Wayne. [Him
In

bency

al

1

is,

rses,

an extensive importer of
retaining this incumThereafter he was
rs.
siderable period

and then

his

home and became

associated with his father in the

76

li

t

-

.

I

1

1

g

a line of
era!

ods

hardware, builders' supplies, vehicles,
mi-,

his

-

for a time,
lie

receiving
public

his

gave ince

Finally

the

le continued to assist his
business operations until he
legal majority, when he

cality.

ined

county,
in

1

neighbors had taken rei
Not disheartened by this misfortune,
Mr. Manuel set energetically
work to reto hear that incoup hi- fortune
spirit
e
domitable pluck and
which have keen the basis of his
from the beginning. Withii
marked by the cyclone he erected his present building, which is fifty by one hundred
limensii ms, st(
and with
ornamental steel front, and here h<
operations anew in the handling
II
ing implements and machinery.
lishment now shows as large and complete
his

county

at

etc..

as

can be

any place outside

the capital of the county.
with the other features
business enterprise it should
Mr. Manuel operate- a well
1'

,

fi

mud

in

the

Kingman,

of

In connection

important

his

he

it -ted

that

equip]

milk the same being supplied with power
from a gas engine and being principally
idled by
in the grinding

work
water

is

•

town watering

the

ho

pumps

This engine also

done.

for

is

familiarly

tank.

known

the

Mr.

as "Jack."

and hustling

men

of the county, and

friends are in number a.- his acquaintances,
tis personal popularity beiti-
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He has not only built up
equivocal order.
a large and important business, but has
been a potent factor in promoting the
progress and material prosperity of his
home town, ever showing a lively concern
in all that tends to conserve its general
welfare and advancement. He is a youngman of initiative power, and his policy is
one which involves the consideration of
ways and means and the bringing to bear
of improved methods and the highest busiIn politics he accords
ness principles.

old

the

his

abode

war

j

Born in Georgia, reared in Tennes-J
and connected with agricultural interMr.
ests in both Missouri and Kansas,
Burns was a man of sterling worth, wideband favorably known. He was united in
marriage to Lydia A. Armstrong, who was
born in Tennessee and belonged to an Id
southern family. Her father, James Armstrong, was likewise a native of that state,
and lie did in Missouri. The marriage of
.Mr. and Mrs. Burns was blessed with ten
Alice William F. Mary Delia,
children
of Texas; Waldo and Anna E., who are deceased; Albert, who is living on a farm in
Barber county: and Luther. Bettie and Ina.
see

most beautiful spots on the

1

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel
little daughter, Neva,
18, 1897.

:

BURNS.

He has also contributed
upbuilding and advancement and is

:

;

At the time of the discovery of gold

William F. Burns, who is residing on
Nipawalla township. Barber
section
33.
county, has been a resident of this locality
and has therefore wityears
for twenty
nessed the greater part of its development
its

t.

on

trials incident to life

grow.

She takes a
dents of Wakefield, Kansas.
prominent part in the social life of CunPresbyterian
the
of
member
ningham, is a
church and the family home is a center of

and progress.

and

In those days forest tires occurred almost every autumn and burned all
their timber, but now the district is a heavily timbered region, for the efforts of the set-]
tiers prevented the outbreak of these fires
and tlie trees thus had an opportunity to
the frontier.

Her parents. Nathan Torry and
Catharine (Munger) Dodson, are now resi-

F.

in

times, on his

of the hardships

continent.

WILLIAM

paternal

He was a lad of only ten years
when he accompanied his parents to the west
and during his youth he experienced many

Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America.
On the 7th of May. 1896. Mr. Manuel
was united in marriage to Miss Mattie E.
Dodson, who was born in the picturesque
Schuyler county.
city of Watkins,
little
New York, a locality noted for its idyllic

refined hospitality.

His

state.

success.

i

have an interesting
who was born May

the

of

Missouri and was killed in
own doorstep. His
son. Z. T. L. Burns, the father of our subject, became one of the well known citizens
of Polk county, Missouri, and afterward removed to Barber county, Kansas, where lie
carried on agricultural pursuits v

up

allegiance t( the Republican party, and fraternally is identified with the Independent
Order' of Odd Fellows and the Rebekah
chapter of the same, and also with the

glen, one of the

families

grandfather, John Burns, was a native ol
and came of Scotch-Irish lineage.
Emigrating westward, the grandfather took

>

to-

day numbered among the most enterprising
and progressive agriculturists of this porHe is a native
the Sunflower state.
uri, his birth having occurred near
Bolivar. Polk county, on the 3d of June.
He belongs to one of the prominent
1858.

;

in Cali-

fornia the father of this family, hoping to
rapidly acquire a fortune, crossed the plains
to the' Pacific dope as one of the argonaut!
of 1849. While en route cholera broke out
traveling
in the company in which he was

and many of the number died. Returning
to Missouri, however, he devoted the remainder of his life to farming and stodi
raising and was quite successful in his
His death occurred in Polk county,
efforts.
Missouri, on the 26th of April. 1899. when
wa> sixty-eight years of age. His politisupport was given to the Democracy aid

lie

cal

HISTORY.

!

be stanchly endorsed the principles advolie held membership in
Jackson.
the Cumberland Presbyterian church, filled
the office of deacon anil was otherw
pally connected with the congregation. .His
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life's journey
wedding being celePolk county, on the 27th of February, 1881.
The lady was born in OwensKentucky, a daughter
sey, who was born in Montgomery county, Maryland, and died at the
.011 years.
Her mother, who
maiden name of Sarah J. Mayneld.
in Detroit, Michigan, ami is now
living' in Barber county. Kansas.
Her faMayheld. was a native of Shelby
Kentucky. At her husband's death
her two chiland Alice, the former still a

'

with the Masonic order.
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is never held from any moven

ce Dorsey, their
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tellectual

the
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native state and came b
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for a
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of
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substantial
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Prior to the Civil war the
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when peace was

be-

farm. Upon
fourteen by sixwith a '"lean to." hut the primitive
iv a very

development

improvement was carried
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all

lines of business,

so that a great trans-

use.

t.

Sunfli

k her place
1

1

and attractiv
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f

in

which is
dimen-

lateral

e

and or-

now

the work-

of

ad\

1

Ir-
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Mr.

native of

I

M

his birth
-

chard add to the attractiveness of the place
and the farm is equipped with all requisite
machinery and with sul
buildings.
Mr. Burns has also added to his
fn
time to time until he to-day

ford,

owns four hundred and

opened

randfather was
native of Indiana,

a

who

B

'.11

eighl

wer

amid the

Mr. Crawford has always borne
is

It
ry and a half in height.
stands upon a natural building site and is

tastefully furnished.

warm

friends

JAMES

period
It

many

if

is

munity.

1

1'

he
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1

Greencastle, in

Putnam conn:

.

died in
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was reared upon

a

farm

in that state.

He

married Eliza Burke, a native of Kentucky
and
daughter of John Burke, who was
born in the Blue Grass state and died in Mercer count)-, Missouri.
The parents of our
subject removed to Decatur county, [owa,
in 1856, settling near Leon, but subsequently
returned to Mercer county, Missouri.
At
a later date they became residents of Polk
county, Iowa, their heme being near Des
Mi ines. The mother died in Oklahoma, at
the age of seventy years, but the farther is
still living, his home being in Sharon, Kansas.
In politics he is a Republican of the
strongest kind, never wavering in the slightest degree in his allegiance to the party.
He is equally loyal in his religious faith and
belongs to the Methodist church. This
worthy couple were the parents of ten chil.i

dren, of whom eight are yet living.
Three
of the sons were valiant soldiers of the Civil

William, who served with the ThirtyMissouri Infantry and with the Fifth

war:
fifth

Regiment and who

is

now

living!

near Wichita, Kansas; John W., of Chand-

Oklahoma, who was

ler,

a

member

of the

Ninth Iowa Cavalry; and James F.. of this
Other children of the family were
Jasper X., of Lawton, Oklahoma; Polly J.
Walgamott, who is a soldier's widow and
resides in Viola, Iowa; Horace G., of
Guthrie, Oklahoma
and two who have
passed away.
Upon his father's farm in Iowa and Missouri James F. Crawford spent the days of
boyhood and youth and as soon as old
enough to handle the plow he began work
in the fields, rapidly gaining from practical
experience a comprehensive knowledge of
the best methi ds ><i cultivating land and of
review.

;

;

i

He

caring for stuck.

in the public schools

his 'teen- he offered

fender of the

war

Union

acquired his education

and when but
hi- services
in the

of the Rebellion.

ompan)

a

as

boy
a

in

de-

dark days of the

He became

a

mem-

Ninth Iowa Cavalry, unCaptain John L. Young
and Colonel M. Trumbull.
The regiment
did much active service in Missouri and
Arkansas and with that command Mr.
ber

der

1

I

1

command

(

',

of

Crawford participated

in

the

engagements

at kittle

Rock and Duvall's

command

Bluff,

and

in the

General Burnside proceeded

of

against the rebel forces under Price.
He
in the movements for the suppres-

took part
sii

11

of the

bushwhackers and guerrillas and

for the maintenance of law and order in Mis-

and

Arkansas, and at Davenport,
Iowa, on the 28th of February, [866, he was
honorably discharged.
Fie had made for
himself a creditable military record and,
souri

though but

a boy, had displayed courage and
determination equal to that of many veterans of twice his years.
When his military service was over he
returned to the peaceful pursuits of the
farm, remaining in Iowa until 1869, when
he took up his abode in Saline county, Missouri.
He was married in that county to
Nancy Bright, who was born, reared and
educated there, a daughter of William and

Artemesia (Johnson) Bright. Her father.,'
a native of Kentucky, died in Brownsville,
Saline county, Missouri, at the age of eigbra
years, and his wife passed away there at the
age of sixty-live. They had one son, KCIis.
who was a soldier in the Civil war and is
now living in Dakota, and the other children
the family are as follows:
Elizabeth?
Sarah, Sydney, Jacob, Joseph, Mrs. Craw-

in

ford,

Maggie and

Riley,

and two who are

The home

deceased. Ellen and Maggie.

of

and Mrs. Crawford has been blessel
with two sons
Marvin Walker, who married Susan Collins, by whom he has onl
child, Efhe; and Marion Oscar, who is
twenty years of age and is at home.
In the year 1874 Mr. Crawford removed
with his family to Cowley county. Kansas,
and in 1883 came to Barber county, where
he has -ince resided. In 1888 he purchased
his present farm, of three hundred and
twenty acres, in the Sharon valley, and now
has a well improved property, which is neat
and thrifty in appearance and indicates the
lie has
careful supervision of the owner,
planted fruit trees and small fruits, having
altogether six hundred of die former, constituting one .if the fine orchard- in this sec.Mr.

:

tion of the state.
larly

horses,

and

golden tribute

in

He
his

raises stock, particur
fields

return

yield

for

to

him

a

the care and
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Owner

them,

pon

abor he
is

i

of the enterpris-

i

agriculturists

punty.

ngs

be!

[e

I

Duties of
spirit,

i

;:

:enship as when, with patriotic
part in the sangi

his country's call

t

<

near Clyd(
her death

being

age,

mourned by man)

friends,

win

for

d will bear

coursi

[is

:

deepl)

hai

>

and esteemed her for
of character.
Ezra Vincent had bei
married, and of the first union there were
[ren
ra, Hiram and
and the mother if our subji
hildren, namely
Bar
new Timothy, Patty, Mathias, Ezra, Lydia
E -ra and Lydia
Vincent be
came the parents of five children, namely:
Gardner, Lucy, Jane, Harve) B. and Darlin.
The la-t named was a soldier in
war. belonging to a regim<
i

1

]

1

:

I.

;

i

of

1

ik

:

home

I

true to-da

as

is

he

and

aid

<-

..

He

of the blue.

the

Medicim

to

A. K.. and thus
nship with his

1

of

their

years

tin

'..

I

I

scrutinv.

vania cavalry.

HARVEY

Harvey
tweh e years

VINCENT.

B.

n

was

Vincent

I!.

youth

a

of

his par-

hi

ent.ii
their removal to Sandusk;
Ohio, and on the hi ime farm
he spent the remainder of his youth, passing through the expei
Until
better
educational
facilitii
afforded in the d ami
he pursu
cation in a log
during the winter months.
At the age
i
eighteen lie began teaching, and for many years was one
of the popular instructors of Ohio.
In the
1

When
civil

the country

war

gathered

|dge

became involved

men from

anil

all

in

stations of life

ackm wl-

;

their

fiance

all<

ti

i

Uni

the

homes to the battlefields of
Harvey Vincent was ami ng the
ir

.

umber, and

duty to his country
of peace has been as faithfully pi
a valued and hi n
imty, where he ha- n

in

his

days

i

year-.

:

NT ew

ti

•

-

November

pan") Vincent.
the Empire

!

!i<

father

of

[86]

(

'.

1

1822,
Free-

1

who was

''-

later

and

Whig

political

issin's

party and afterward
at the ace
1

1

away,

Mr.

bullet.

fell
\

a

m

:

ry and
tal

iti

Virginia

charged,

-ability.

never fully re
ci

ntracted in the

He

returned

where he remained

sup]

ninety years and his wife passe

:

wh

executive of the nation and

his arrival in

His

r

'

colonel

als

state.

t

reliable.

fi

)hio

1

and

call

He first
Wayne

1

est

responded to the

he

nty-third

His mother was a
widow at the time she married Mr. Yincent.
She was born in Maine, ami
itusband was a Mr. Hamlin, a
Vice-president Hamlin.
On leaving the
Vincent went with his family to
Sandusky county, Ohio, )cating nea
where lie followed agricultur;
many years. He held membership in
Free W'i'! Baptist church and was a man of
of

<

Fall

to,

Lydia

j

Infantn
Rutherford B.
of the United S
of the regiment was William McKinley,

birthplace.

uni

ii

(

the light of da) in

York,

1

nty-three
the width of a

H

opened his eves
Bounty,

i

1

until

[87

Rice county, Kansas.
in the neighl
[1

f
'

f

at

where he has
married,

since resided.

in Cincinnati,

He

Ohio,

in

1859

cars,

to

Mi

He

at

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

1214

Blackstone, who was born, reared and educated in the Buckeye state and was a daughShe died
ter of Moses Blackstone, of Ohio.
a year later, leaving one son, O. B. Vincent,
now a well known citizen of Rice county.

making

In the fall of 1878 Mr. Vincent was again
married, his second union being with Miss
Mary Whittaker, who resided at Clyde.
Ohio, and for nine years successfully en-

1833. and in 1853 he came to America, locating in Memphis, Tennessee.
He served

in teaching.
She was a daughter of
Stephen Whittaker. who was born in New
York, but is now living in Clyde. He was
a cooper by trade and has followed that pursuit throughout much of his business career.
He wedded Mary Adeline Arnold, also a native of the Empire state, and they became

gaged

the parents of six children:
John, who
served as a soldier with the Seventy-second
Ohio Infantry for three years, and who was
in Andersonville prison for nine months,
now resides in Ashtabula, Ohio, while his
business connects him with the railroad
service: David is deceased: Mrs. Louisa McLeod is a resident of Harvey. Illinois; Mary
is the wife of our subject, Vincent
Eli is
living in Clyde, Ohio; and one child died in
:

infancy.
The marriage of Mr. and Mrs.
Vincent has been blessed with five children
Stephen H.. wdio is now twenty-three years
of age: Florence M., who is a capable
teacher in this locality: and Frank E., Vera
M. and Ralph E., aged respectively seventeen, fifteen and thirteen years.
The family home is located upon a gi od
farm of one hundred and sixty acres and the
place is supplied with all modern equipments and improvements. To the development and cultivation of his place Mr. Vincent devotes his attention with untiring energy, and his labors result in bringing to
him a good income. He maintains pleasant
relations
with his old army comrades
through his membership in the Grand Army

of the Republic, and in the county of his
adoption he has many warm friends.

FREDERICK STECKEL.
Frederick Steckel. the esteemed mayor
of Ellinwood, Barton county, is a popular
officer,

whose

reliability

and enterprise are

the

one of value to
born in St.
His father.
1865.

his administration

community.

Charles.

Frederick

He was

Wisconsin, in
A. Steckel,
1

-Lrniany,

was
born

native

a
(

Ictober

of
13,

the Confederate army during the Civil
war and afterward removed to Wisconsin.
Subsequently he was sent to the front as a
in

from Minnesota. When hostilihad ceased he spent ten years in St.
Charles, Wisconsin, and in April. 1074,
came to Kansas, establishing his home in
Ellinwood.where he erected a building and
and therein opened a general stock of merchandise.
The store was a fram building
and stood on the site of the present brick
substitute
ties

V

He was associated with
S. Alusil
an early day in the shipping of corn from

hotel.
in

Iowa

to this state for the planting,

1875 they shipped
ever sent from the
ed an implement
pioneer enterprise

and

in

the first car-load of grairi
county. They also openbusiness,

which was the

in this line at this place,

and successfully carried on the store for
severalyears.
Mr. Steckel v-as made land
agent

fur the

Sata Fe Railroad

Company

and was largely instrumental

in

many

locate

substantial

citizens

to

inducing
here.

He labored so earnestly for their interests
that he always retained their high esteem,
and his work proved of great value to' the
He also conducted a drug store,
which is now owned by Dr. Dunn, and in
1876 he built a flouring mill, which was
operated by steam and was located south of
the hotel. Subsequently it was destroyed by
fire.
He also built an elevator, and in larger
degree than almost any other citizen that
Ellinwood has ever known he contributed
to its upbuilding and progress, being widely recognized as one of the best men of the
town.
In 1861 he was united in marriage
to Miss Mary Hogan, who is yet residing
in the fine residence which he erected.
His
death occurred in 1893.
Their children
are: Samuel F., who was born in 1862 and
married Emma Rose; Frederick, of this
review; and Albert, who was born in 1868.
The father was a member of the Masonic
county.
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also

there are

many

ii

lim

attractive residences in this thriving place,

pbuilding

w

ii

.<

whi

itti

>se

interests

which

hi

As

d.

in

the

his

knowledge and

public

It

1

in:.

prise.

he became his father's
e
with him in the prorrn >tion
ises, and afterward entered

I

the best

if

a well

Bend.
wheat-shipping

is

allied.

is

now

Such

is

the cit) of

which Mr. Steckel
n

n

busi-

is

'.

reliable

and energetic.

From

the

thi
the town the
Steckel has been closely interwoven

beginning of

with the annals of Ellinwood, and the father
buted in very large
to its growth.

merchandising,

nera!

g that line uuntil

He was

ut.

afterward

1887,

when

in the

grain

[

measure

business

Brinkman

purchased
which was built

elevator,

the

JUDGE

with
it
mi st exnvn and they
grain
a go< d
twelve
a capacity of
;

machinery.
are

on

carrying

They

ge.

Rice

ci

nnty, with a

neer set-

Their

home

is

a fine

mod-

:

\

e

•ominent and
Lamed. He was born
Green county, Kentucky,

John and Martha
mother was a

(

of the

al

(833,

in

McClure
nary war

CI ure. wl

and was assigni
act

-

Ray.

IBERT M

Judge Robert M.

1

als

Mr. Steckel was united in marriage to
ilfant, a daughter of Win-

1.

R<

:

as

01

Lafayette at the surrender
-.
\ id
Ji hn
ham Lincoln during the
days.
Mrs. Victor was als
'

celebn

lence,

and

y,

:

I

in addition

Mr. Steckel and

n much other valuable property in the town.
In 190 1 he was elected
rity

with whose interests he
hood. He comand has
little hamlet to a very
•

•

nid
father of
large iron
our subject
foundry, and there Judge Victor spent much
exercise
of his boyhood, but n
:tion with agricultural pur1

'

was one of

the

ction 31,
o.

in

range
the

Valley

which

Adam

11.

The town was
the

fall

Town

Site

Company,

es-

Arof

Speas was •resident, and' was

a

'ure.
The
owned and operated a

.

Shawnee

reserve, in

1

:

on the

cated on

one hundred an
built a pole cabin, in which,

two

years.

At

that

time the gold excite-
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ment at Pike's Peak, Colorado, had broken
out and he started west with others, who
hoped that through mining ventures they
might win fortunes. In 1859 ne l" cat ed at
Central City, then

known

as .Mountain City,

In 1861
and opened up Missouri Flats.
he opened up Gray Lock Gulch, where he
operated for a time and then sold the propIn the fall of 1861 he went to Canerty.
yon City, where he received a letter from
was
his aged father telling him that he
placed between two great armies and need-

ed his help.
cessful

in

Having already been very

his

suc-

mining operations, and hav-

ing considerable money to take home with
him, he started across the country with a
government train of one hundred mules.
East of Bent's Port the train was surrounded by a very large band of Kiowa Indians.

[859 Judge Victor had been one in

In

camp

to give lodging and food to their chief.
When the chief recognized Judge Victi r lie
n
ril)
allowed the party to pass, but seeing that the men had very little provisions,
he divided his own food supplies with them.
Had it not been for this fortunate circun
stance the whole troop would have been
massacred.
1

1

-

Xlong after his return home Judge
Victor became a sufferer from rheumatism
and for two years was unable to do his work.
He then purchased the old Fountain Powder Mills, at Powder Mills. Kentucky, which
had manufactured all the powder used by
General Jackson at Xew Orleans.
There
Judge Victor engaged in the conduct of the
mills until 1884. when he sold his property
and removed to Cowley county, Kansas.
He purchased a farm, which after tv
he sold at good advantage, and in [886
came to Pawnee county, where he purchased
the farm now owned by Gustofson. on section 2j. township 20, range 16, which had
been settled by a Mr. Scanlon.
Here he
For five years, and on the expiration
of that period he was elected probate judge.
Being re-elected he served f< r three terms,
or six years, and then retired from office,
but in joot he was re-elected, on the PeoThat he has been so
ple's or fusion ticket.
long continued in the office stands in unit

mistakable evidence of his ability and his
fidelity in the discharge of his duties.
The judge was married to Miss Mary
V. Garrett, a daughter of James A. Garrett, of Hart county Kentucky, who died
Of
in 1887, at the age of forty-two years.
their children we enter record as follows}
Mattie is deceased: Louise is a teacher: Victoria is the wife of J. L. Hodge, of Oklahoma, by whom she has three children.
Clarissa, Elmer and Louise: Lillian also is
engaged in teaching: John is a farmer of
Oklahoma; and Robert Lee and Valotta are
both students. The family is one of prominence and influence in the community, the
members of the household occupying enviable

positions

in

the

social

The

circles.

judge has served as tru-tee of his township.
He is a member of Fountain Powder Mills Lodge. Xo. D- j8. F. & A. M., of
which he served as worshipful master. He
en the i\ yal Arch degree in the
Masonic order and is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being past
grand of the same. In manner kind, unaffected and approachable, every one has a
claim upon his courteous attention.
Endowed by nature with sound judgment and
an active, discriminating mind, he has no
I

fear that laborious attention to business will
to achieve success, and he ha-

fail

-

guided b\

would
means

a sense of the

moral right wdhch

employment only

tolerate the

1

1

the

would hear the most rigid examination, and by a fairness of intention
that

that

has neither a

nor required dis-

'tight

guise.

\V.

PIERCE XOSSAMAX.

He who is successfully identified with
the noble and basic art of agriculture may
among
well
consider himself fortunate
His is a position of definite indemen.
pendence and the reward- of hi, thought
and toil are not denied in due season. The
xes give

their

"\

and herds and

flocks

to his success.

The

never

lie

generous stores
their quota

may add

life

1

f

the fanner need

prosaic in these days, and he has

MR. AND MRS. W.

P.

NOSSAMAN.
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nvy the busy

D<
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trade or those
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"madding crowd."

tin'

i'

ick-growers

f

located in Rural township,

is

southeast

the

n ns

Success

him

given

marked

the esteem

de-

in

being able b

here enter

1

his career,

a

L

-

'
1

the

ii

[3th

Louis Nossaman was
and when a youtl
on their removal from
Marion county, Indiana, where
-late.
The mother of
n in Hamilton county,
u try, [826, and
she rehen eight
Indiana.

1

'

;

;

nt

.

1

her parent- to Marion county.
Father having heen a native

ith

whence he removed
youth and then to Indiana,

of Pennsylvania,
1

his

ig a

•'••

m

(

farmer- and stocl
township; Francis M.

Rural

is

cated

I

in

n

.\.

Rural tow

in

ssaman, the subject

VV. Pierce Ni

sketch,

was

of the

family's

a lad of seven years at the

time

removal to Missi

he grew
of the farm, with whose w< rk lie
became familiar, assisting in the cultiIn 13
vation of the homesti
a
and attending the district schools during the win-

thereby laying an excellent
foundation for the broader education which
the practical afl
of September, 1872,

when twenty
was united in mai
Nancy Rice, who was horn in

ci

nnty.

\

in

year.- of

!

I

and Catherine (Ta
his
marriage Mir. N
farming on rented land in tai
'Missouri, where he continued
F.

I

until

operations
when he came t"
of
claim
government
up a
-;.),

tlie

k

Lane a unty, where
land in Lane county.
land in

lie

leased a tract

to

In the latter he entract of government land,
which he duly improved, being one of the
rs

farm-

successful

to

pioneer of each of these

Marion county. Indiana,
.

,1

>

I

January.

if

1

Virginia,

I

panied

•

(

early

i

of Mr. Nossaman's nativity, since he was
horn in Marion county, on the 6th of September,
[
mis and Mary
.in.
wlr -e marriage
v

:

of

has been cast.
;

farmer of Oklahoma Terri-

tory
\V. Pierce is the imn
of this sketch;
(scar
ing in
Iklahoma; L.

Oklahoma: and David

qui

his in a

is

is

m'uI

the

Mr. Nossaman, whose

is

it)

in

who throng
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Iowa.

where he gave
farming and stock-raising

in that

d of nine years.

August,

[883,

Air.

Xbssam;
ne farm,

:

:.'

1

as

fi

Hi

where he forthwith

t

He

then sold
[arrison county. Missouri, where he purchased land ai
tinued in the same vocation as before.
In
disposed >i his Missouri -property and came to Kingman county,
is, where he purchased a claim on
township, a property
tral
which he still owns. He and his wif
in years, are the parents
Of them we
f whom are living.
reci rd,

In

locality,

w s:

V

frame
by twenty feet in dimensions, which continued to he the
family
home for about nine year-. The
sen he
claim under the plow, and he has heen enerhouse, sixteen

fi

'

i

and far-sighted

getic

has

made

until

state,

he

in his

cumulative in charclaim he Hi

1

while the excellent impr
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general air of thrift to be noted indicate the
prosperity which has attended his well diFor several years past he
rected efforts.
ted his attention almost exclusively to the raising of grain and the growing
of a high grade of live stock keeping an
average of about seventy-five head of cattle.
In 1S92 Mr. Nossaman erected his

present
dence, the same
;

1

us

permanent improvement in the erection of
an excellent barn, thirty by forty feet in
The farm is under a high
dimensions.
and our subject has
state of
p*n ved himself one of the successful and

He

takes a proper interest in local affairs of
a public nature, giving his support to the
Republican party, and in 1900 he was elected to the office of township treasurer, in
which he gave a careful and economical administration.

He was

1

ne of the organizers

first school board
1883, being one of its original members,
and he has been incumbent of this position
the greater portion of the time since. Both
Mr. and Mrs. Nossaman are active in religious work, being charter members of the
Lawndale Methodist Episcopal church, of
ur subject has served
as treasurer from the time of organization,
while he has also held the offices of superin-

of the

in his district, in

tendent and secretary of the Sunday-school.
His character is above reproach and to him
is
accorded the high regard of all with
win im lie comes in contact in the various
Fraternally he is identified
walks of life.
with Cunningham Lodge, No. 431, I. O.
O. F.. of which he is past noble grand,
has also represented this body in
the grand lodge of the state, and is a member of the auxiliary or Rebekah chapter of
the order.
In regard to the family of Mrs. Nossaman we may state that her father. Henry
me to Kingman county and located in Rural township in the spring of 1883.
here retaining his residence until his death,
His wife, Kathrine
en May 18. 1889.

rest

on

and who died

in Harrison county. Missouri,
in 1870; Richard, a
resident of Worth
county, that state; James A., of Cincinnati,
Appanoose county, Iowa: Calvin Grant, of

unty,

resi-

having eight rooms and
being two st< ries in height, while in the
preceding years he had completed another

representative farmers of the county.

(Taylor) Rice, entered into eternal

October 3, 1900.
They became the parents of eight childien, namely: Jasper, who
was a soldier in the war of the Rebellion

Kansas; Nancy,

vvifi

subject; Phcebe, wife of William
Pratt county: Lucinda, who became
I

the

wife of Sylvester Barker, of Broun county,
Illinois, where she died in 1890: and Catherine, who died in her girlhood.
Mr. and
Mrs Nossaman have eight children: Dr.
1

.

W., who was graduated in the medKansas City, was married in
loty and they n >w reJessii
side in Cunningham, Kansas, where he is engaged in the drug business, and alsi in the
practice of his professii n; Arthur H. is a
e of the ii' rmal school at Salina ami
medical student in Kansas City;
Silas

ical

college of

1

1

is the wife of Allen Washburn,
Kansas Earl A. is likewise a graduate of the normal school and is
now pursuing a scientific course: Maud is
one of Kingman county's successful and
popular teachers; Walter L. is a student
in the high school; and Owen D. and Yevie
Our subL. are at the parental home.
ject and his wife may well take pride in
their children, and the home is one in which
culture and refinement are in distinctive
evidence, thus encouraging the children to
renewed efforts and making them valuable
ciety when they gi

.Mary C.

of Pratt county,

:

1

assume individual

responsibilities.

THOMAS

SHEDDEX.

H.

The wed known

of F
whose name is the
this article, was born in Ayrshire,
Scotland. December 10. 1850. a son of John
resident

Jewell count}", Kansas,

and Margarel

1

Wrshire.
In 1869 John Shedden
his family to the United States

came with

ited

at

Newport,

Rhod<
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HIS'j

is still

living,

enty-five

,.l

andparents in
were Anthony and MarJi hn and Mar-are;
six children.
Their
son. Thomas 11.. at
the age of fourteen
years, entered upon a four years' apprenticeship to the drug trade, and he was
ing in 1800, when his parents and brothers
the paternal

dream was repeated

in

e\

>

stealthily

line

l.

1

1

for the

:.

K - that he sought and obtaii
master a leave of absence in
m in far away America. He accorde over to the United States, but,
true to his promise, he returned to Scotland
and completed his apprenticeship, after
which he rejoined his
Island and remained with them until his
..
on March 12. 1880. to Miss
Emma G. Stubbs. a daughter of James M.
J.

his Hi

and he threw himself

.

between them and their intended prey with
ive

now

living

He

ab

result

is

M

Kirksville.

at

patriarchial

Mrs. S
fantry,

his

izabeth

in

was

mem-

a

ber of a regiment

1'n'''.

time passed he became so anxii us

at

towa

E

-

lunteer in-

vi

the time of her bir

he never

saw her until she was about
Mr. and Mrs. Shedden have had seven chile of whom died in infancy, and the
John
six who still survive are as follows:
tl

D..

Thomas

11..

Nora,

1

•

father Fletcher, which
ther.

It

(Fletcher

whom was

I

born

Tennessee, the
latter in the state of Missouri.
They are
now living in Galveston. Texas, and at the
the memorable inundation there Mrs.
awling on
saved her life
her hands and knees a long distance to a
place of safety.
Mrs. Shedden's grandparents in the maternal line were William
I

again

subject of this

the

1"
1

in

and Emily (Burke) Fletcher.
Her
grandmother lived to be more than
dred years old, and her grandfather
a giant in stature, was in his day a noted

Texas, where yellow fever was
prevalent, and

the time

at

of two
walked into Louisiana,
hundred miles, with one hundred

carefully secreted in each of his

of the children of Mr. Shed. leu
or are being educated in the

1

1

L.

in

character of the frontier.
Once when attacked by two Indians he promptly

3,

ther:

man

against man."

Then,

intelligently

"Now we
in a brief

chief,

who was
the

a big, brawny and
borderman literally crushed the

This historic meethis with the two Indians was.
curiously enough, the
dream.
a
^ hile taking an afternoon nap he
of the Indian!

and

there

she

is

is

prac

unal

instructive

den clerked

are

hand-

to-hand conflict with his remaining adversary,

yet

ich

-

'hen threw d

comm

the borders of the great

of Kansas, is self-educated except for the
primary education which she received in the

in a

drug

51

opened a drug store

when

at

Omi

the Chic;.
was constructed

Railway

&

Pacific

through

Jewell

slanci

county he moved his
die

new town

Omic,
the first merchant.
ted three miles south of
i

which
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and had a population of several hundred
people, has in the course of events been so
completely taken off of the earth that not
a vestige of it remains.
Air. Shedden has
been engaged in the drug business continuously to the present time and is recognized
ne of the most successful and scientific
as
druggists in his part of the state. He owns

farms near Formoso, one of which
he rents and the other of which is managed as a stuck farm by his son, who has
come to be known as an intelligent and proPolitically
gressive young business man.
Mr. Shedden is a Democrat, and he has
voted

for

all

the later presidential

candi-

Hon. Grover Cleveland
and William Jennings Bryan, and for six

dates, including the

years

lie

served

his

fellow

townsmen

clerk of the township school board.
a

member

of

has been for

the

Masonic

as

He

fraternity

is

and

many

years secretary of In
Mr. and Mrs. Shedden are widely
their refinement, their accomfoi

lodge.

known

plishments and their generous hospitality.
In religious affiliation the members of the
family are Adventists.

Mr. Shedden's ancestors

in

the mater-

were forwhere some of the present generation of McCalls are living now.
His grandfather McCall died in the house
he was born.
The business established by Mr. Shedden's father at Pawtucket. Rhode Island, where the latter died,
is still continued, under the firm name of
Mr. Shedden was eduJ. Shedden & Son.
cated in an academy at Airdia. Scotland,
and served his apprenticeship at the drug
nal line, the rid family of McCall,
ester- in Scotland,

business

in the city of

Glasgow.

made for himself an enviable record as a
valiant soldier of the republic, which he
aided in perpetuating.
He is now one of
the representative citizens and prosperous
and
stock
farmers
growers of Barber county, his finely improved estate being eligibly located em section 4. Cedar township.
:it
a point about three and one-half miles
south of the village of Sharon, and comprising three hundred and twenty acres.
He is held in the highest e-teem in the community and is eminently entitled to consideration in a standard work of this nature.
.Mr. Xeal is a native of the fair old state
of Kentucky, having been born in Crittenden county, on the 9th of April, 1843, tne
year of the birth of the late lamented President McKinley.
His father, Samuel Xeal.
was born and reared in Kentucky, and upon
attaining maturity he took unto himself a
wife in the person of Miss Bernecia Strides
land, who was born in Tennessee, a member of one of the old and honored families
of that state.
Of this union were born
thirteen children, five sons and three daughters growing to years of maturity, namely:
Martha. J. B.. William T.. John, Willis A.,
H. Brown. Sarah and Pruella.

William T.

died while serving in the war of the Rehis death being due to an attack of
smallpox.
The mother of this family died
at the age o.f sixty-seven and the father
to
ed
attain the age of eighty-four.
He
was a Republican in pt litics, and both he
and his wife were devoted members of the
Presbyterian church.
When our subject
1

\

was

a child his parents removed from Kentucky to Gallatin county, Illinois, and later
to Saline county, that state, where he was
reared to agricultural pursuits and secured
his educational discipline in the common

schools.

At the outbreak of
J.

E.

XEAL.

One of the honored veterans of that
greatest of internecine conflicts known in
the annals of history, the war of the Rethe subject of this review has been
and true in all other relations of
he was when he followed the old
1

life

as

flag over the battlefield- of the south

and

the

Civil

war

the

our subject was quickened to responsive protest, and he responded to President Lincoln's first call, by
enlisting in September, 1861, as a private
in Company B. Thirty-first Illinois Volunteer Infantry, the regiment being o mmanded by General John A. Logan, who
then held commission as colonel. Mr. Xeal
proceeded to the front with his command
intrinsic loyalty of
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and during

his

sen

I

ice

proved

iij

of the war,

of the important

among which may

battles

be mi

Donelson,

Fort

Memphis,

the entin

Mississ

lie was for a time confined
Barracks, at St. Louis, Miissouri, by
an attack of fever, but soon rejoined his regiment, which was then at
tppi.

ton

E

g, later a n
tod thereafter participating in the battles
.lie.
Evenesaw Mountain, the Atlanta campaign, including the battle of Atf
Resaca, ami being under
lanta and that
the time
ig the great<
.

i

Illinois.

i

He was
eighty days.
of July, 8< 14,
i

I

leneral
al ie

i

nicer

distant

m

fr<

McPherson was

and

tartwell

I

killed,

having been only a few feet
our subiert when he thus gave

woman
making

where, in February, 1865, he was
united in marriage to Miss Sarah Weaver.
in Saline county, Illinois,
Ater oi Talbert and Charity Weaver.
)f this union were born four children:

who was formerly a
who is now the
of

.

in

Gem

Oklahoma: Lawrence, who is a
city of Seattle. Washington;
ra, who also is teaching in OklaI,

homa.

Mrs.

Sarah

N'eal

died

in

Saline

county. Illinois, at the age of twenty-nine
years, having been a woman of gentle and
iracter and a consistent member of
the Methi dist church.

1

refinement,

in

1

in

d< g

vi his

enterprise,

unqualifii

while

b< .tli

lie

dep

1

esteem

and

1

community

the

i

the maxi-

attain

to

-

mum

of

the

b)

sterling attributes of character and his unfailing courtesy

in

the relations

all

fiance to

m

the Republican party, but he has
sired

litical office,

tin-

nally he vitalizes his interest in
were his comrades in the war of the

with the

Army

of

member

of

being
No.
Post,

Re-

Grand

Republic,

the

Bernard

450.

at

Sharon.

JOHX

II.

DANIEL.

All

which

those qualities

chai

the self-made man have been
the subject of this sketch in the

util

making of

far.
John H. Daniel was
born in Whiteside county. Illinois, .May 17.
1844, a smi of Henry and Lydia
niiel.
His father v
A died in Illinois; his mother was
born in Canada and died in Illim

his

career thus

;

1

I

irty-five year-.
ir

of

whom

They

had. live chil-

John

are living.

In Saline county, in

[883, Mr. Xeal was married to
liza Blake, who was born in that
county, where she was reared and educated,
William and Marbeiny- the daughter
f
tha Blake, both of whom died in Illinois.
Mr. and Mrs. Xeal are the parents of five
the year

ideal

1

successful

Harper county, Kansas; Oscar

who was educated

life

wif'

City College,
at Ouincy, Illinois, and who is now a popschools of
in
the
ular and aide teacher
J.,

of gracious

1

(

Inn

home

the

while a generous hospitalit)
a very w
El iends in the
ity.
Mr. Xeal has made tiie best of permanent improvements n his farm and devotes
his attention to general agriculture and to
the raiding of high grade sti

A

At Atlanta, after the expiration of his
term. Mr. Xeal received his honorable discharge, and then returned to his home in

teacher.

.

that

his life in his country's cause.

Adaline.

Airs.

11.

ber of the Mel

Holly Springs,
the con-

Raymond,

Copeland and

.11

lis

J

Henry,

I

flicts

name',

liters,

Hope,

Delhi.

-

twelve rears .Al when his
After that, witli a little help, he
for himself.

1

Al

Arkans;
a year he carried mail between Fi
and Fort Gibs

began

a business career in

11.
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Returning to Illinois Mr. Daniel worked
by the month until his marriage, which was
His bride
celebrated November 22, 1870.
was Miss Ada Bellows, daughter of William and Jane Manning) Bellows, and a
Mr. Bellows was
native of Pennsylvania.
born in Xew York state and his wife in
I

The

Pennsylvania.

latter

is

still

living.

They located in Kansas in 1S72 and secured
government land, which was developed into
Mr. Bellows died at the age

a good farm.
of

sixty-seven
.

Daniel's

years,

at

their

and he and Mrs. Daniel have for
some years been members of the township
For a considerable period
school board.
before her marriage Mrs. Daniel was a
successful teacher in Carroll and Stephenson

treasurer,

Illinois.
They are both devout
of the Methodist Episcopal church,
being active in church and Sunday-school
work, and they assisted very materially toward the erection of the house of worship

counties,

members

of that denomination at

married Lydia
They were both born in Xew York
and both died in Pennsylvania, where
members of the Bellows family became
known as farmers and millwrights. Mrs.
Daniel has borne her husband six children,
one of whom married and has four chil-

GEORGE

Tlh

v/as

Fornn

*s<

>.

home near

Mrs.
county, Kansas.
Jewell
grandfather, in the paternal line.

H.

BAILEY.

Lyman.
state

dren.

88 1 Mr. Daniel located on a farm in
township, Jewell county. Kansas,
reining the place for the first year and then
purchasing the same, consisting of one
hundred and sixty acres. He has added to
as until he n<
dred and eighty acres, all well imFor nine years he lived in a house
which covered a ground space sixteen by
twenty-four feet in dimensions, and he then
In

1

Grant

1

1

more commodious
barn was erected in 1888.
built

a

attention
raising,

residence.

He

His

devotes his

and stockcareer as a farmer and
Kansas has been very suc-

to general agriculture

and

stock-grower

his
in

was

of the prominent representatives q|
the bar of Jewell county is George H. Bailey,

whose marked ability in the line of his
pr fession is indicated by the distinguished
and representative clientage which is accorded him.
His life is but another proof of
the old adage
that the achievement depends upon the man. This is especially true
in the legal profession, where influence or
the fortunes of birth can have little avail in
securing success, which must depend upon
individual effort and merit.
Mr. Bailey was born in Pickaway county, Ohio. January 23, 1857, a son of George
W. and Millie (Merrill") Bailey. His pal
tern
grandfather, John Bailey, was a native of Virginia, and when a young man
to Ohio, where his son. George W.
Bailey, was born, being a native of Picka-

—

#

il

way

in

the district schools that

Mr.

Daniel received the nucleus of the practical
education which he has completed by study
and observation in active life. His battle
with the world, alone and single-handed,
except for the help of his good and handsome wife, has continued since he was
twelve years old. and those who know him
best know that he richly deserves the success he has won.
Politically he has been
a life-long Republican.
He cast his first
presidential vote for General Grant. He has
several times filled the office of township

county.

subject

and

cessful.
It

One

1802 the father of our

In

removed

to

Piatt

count}-.

Illinois,

1883 became a resident of Jewell
county, Kansas, whence, in October, 1900,
he went to iraut county, Oklahoma, where
he is now living. By occupation a farmer.
be has devoted his entire life to that calling.
His wife, also a native of the Buckeye
in

<

state,

is

yet living.

Upon

the home farm George H. Bailey,
of this review, spent his childhi id days and
in early life he began teaching, which profession he followed at intervals

1'-

r

several

years, the remainder of the time being spenl

farming. He studied for one year under
Professor Stearns, at Lovington, Illinois,

at
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and after coming
his

to Kansas lie continued
Campbell Univi

up
K

March, [883,

'

1

his

vhere he followed farming for two

I

where he
purchased

.March

[e

coming
was principal

this

ter,

gress

so capably

made

in

th<

was elected county superintendfor a term of two ye
the office

tilled

The famih
the

Mr.

politics

may

Democratic

1

;•

county attorney, having prelt

thai
1

i!

was

idmitted
time his rise in

rapid and satisfac-

::

besl

presentative of the

here,

accorded a leading place

character, connecting

Ie

in
;

Man-

and

him with
>

In

and

his attention

;

is

his

leg

confidi

recognized by the public

entasre

which

is

:

gene:

him.

-1

EDWARD

the leading
district.

1

1

le

every imhas come up in this county
It has been said that
larger tees than any

history

wi mid be o >mplete w itln ml mi ntii
ward C.
the postmaster
fill,
lie is a
of this thriving little city,
strong character, stead
I

orable principles,
ship is om

at

law, and
:ase thoroughly.
He is well
prepared not only to meet the expected, but
vhich happens quite as
em. His
to his client's interests is proverbial, and he has been counsel in many im-

portant cases in the federal and United
State circuit courts as well as in the local
In argument he is clear, forcible and

courts.

tin

lie is

for the pasl ten years.

an active

abounds

ever

prii

attainments,

No

is

is

exti

in their ranks.

:

il

1,

not to securing political pri
the advani

spect and

large rep-

a

;

>mes

hi

Bailey is rather inde]
he said to he identified with the

hitter partisan,

of the
lie establishi

1

respi

party, while

serving four
i

a

living child

them, while tin
the clieer which
yet he

th;

is

1

E

1

1

now

The

-.

pitality

lie

lady

Nellii

and Harry, aged

prominen

ternity.

tl

man

fifteen y<

•

[890

The

18S1.

3,

)hio .and by her

and impn ved land, but has continually en-

In

anylytical and induc-

is

!

(

to

mind

hi-

id

tive.

Mr. B
Miss Amelia A. Brechart,

I

year.

1223

He was
May 2j.

born

in

man

of

citizen-

1

narked characl

Iowa county, Wis

1859, his parents

a native

nty,

Pennsylva-

na, rem ved with his parents
early age. the family locating in Li
I

;

There he was
Reserve.
reared until he had attained his majority,
again
ward, and this
when he

ty, in the

\\

estern

I

time Wisconsin was his destination.

There
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he was living at the time of the Civil war,,
and in 1861 he enlisted as a member
pany A, Forty-ninth Wisconsin Volunteer
Infantry.
When the hostilities had ceased
and the stars and stripes were planted in
the capital of the southern Confederacy he
returned to the Badger state, but later removed to Fayette county, Iowa, where he

in Monroe county, Iowa,
Mrs.
st estimable lady and a consistent
ber of the Methodist church, in the

On the expiration
resided for live years.
of the period he took up his abode in Jewell
county, Kansas, in 1872, settling in HighIn 1883 he removed with
land township.

and

family to Burr Oak, spending his rein this town, where his death
occurred in i8i>8. Throughout his business

his

maining days

career he carried on agricultural pursuits,
having taken an active part in reclaiming
the wild land

for purposes of cultivation.

His wife was a native of the Empire state,
and died in Burr Oak in the winter of 1900.
Their married life covered more than half a
century, and their mutual love and confidence

increasing

as

the

years

made their heme life in many
The childhood and youth

passed

I

of which she takes an active part.
Mr. Hill is connected with the

Edward

S

a

memwork
cially

Modern

Woodmen

of America, with the Odd Fellows and with the Knights of Pythias. He
is now district deputy for the Odd Fellows,
in 1901 was delegate to the state grand
lodge of the order. Fie is widely known in
the organization as one of its leading representatives, and locally he is a prominent
Republican and is now filling the office of
mayor of Burr Oak, to which office lie was

1901.'

His business ability is
capable management of his
store, which is now the leading one in Burr
Oak, and in the enterprising and efficient
manner in which he conducts the affairs of
the offices uf postmaster and mayor.
elected

shown

in

in

his

b;

ALBERT RAM AGE.

respects ideal.
of

I

m

C.

were quietly passed. He was a youth
of thirteen when he came with his parents
to Jewell county. Kansas, where he has -ir.ee
made his home. He has therefore witnessed
much of the growth and development of
this region and lias borne a part in its progress.
He has been very prominent in the
public and political affairs in this part of
Jewell county, ami fur four years lie was a
postmaster at Esbon under the Harrisi n adIn 1897 he was appointed
ministration.
postmaster at Burr Oak, and has since acted

Industry, integrity and a careful attention to details are elements
which have
contributed in no small degree to the well
deserved success of the honored pioneer of

being

Jonathan and Eliza (Wolf) Ramage, the
former being of Scotch-English ancestry,
and the latter of German-Irish. Both were
born in Pennsylvania and were descended
from that good old stock that ha- sti od for
Mr.
success in all parts of our country.
Ramage's father was a carpenter and cabinet-maker by trade and was actively engaged in the work of his trades in Pennsylvania until 18m. when, with his wife and
wa. where
all his children, he removed to
be to k up public land and improved a farm
on which he lived until 1870. From 1870
until 1874 he resided on a farm in Daviess

Hill

in

position,

that

practical

his

administration

and entirely satisfactory

to the c

n-

He also conducts a
is broadly experimercantile business, having
In en engaged in this line since he was twenty-' ne years of age as bookkeeper, salesman, and finally as owner. His first expestituents of the office.

store in

enced

in

Burr Oak. and
the

rience in mercantile circles

was

in

the es-

tablishment of Mann & Gilbert, the
wners
of the first store in Burr Oak.
Mr. Hill was united in marriage, in
Cloud comity. Kansas. April n, 1882. to
Miss Margaret A. Johnson, who was born
<

Rice county, Kansas, whose name has been
used as the title to this brief biographical
sketch.

Albert Ramage was born in Fayette
county, Pennsylvania, June 11. 1848. and
was given a good common-school education
and initialed by the usual hard process into
the mysteries of farming.
His parents.

[1

MR.

AND

MRS. AI.BKRT RAMAGE.

RAPHICAL HISTORY.
in the year last menKansas and located a

and

'..
i

tioned he rem< ved tu

in Union township, Rico county.
and improved tin
:nmcd
be his In me until death
claimed him, on the 4th of \'< vember, [886.
rat, but he was
Politically he v

homestead

I-

fraternity.

A man

of charitable disposition, he was a
ighbor and steadfast friend, ever
sympathizing with the afflicted and always
the needy.
A strictly moral
:

In tn

and

>r

1

mile-

southeast

and he

the

iteresting in

I

thrice married.

facts

Eliza

to

first

1

njamin

S. married
February 25,

year-,

a.

\

years.

subject

April

7.

Kansas.
ferine and died
I

J

Albert

page,

family.

Ramage was

taken from Penn-

sylvania to Iowa in hi- parents when he
was three years old, and lived with them
there and

moved

Kansas in [875.
wa and was

ti

He

[1

his
•

:

'

[876.

parents'

In aisehi ild

when he went

to

in

K;

i

1.

in

He

the

a past

of January

rmal
personality, win
Mr-.
Virginian stock.
in Missouri, September
ter if Mark and

Trotter, a

infi

d

and honored

Ramage

w;

1858, a daugh-

-'4.

1

early

settlers

D

in

Her

though

a southerner, loyal

father,

ty,

1

who wa-

souri.

a

Mis-

fanner, wa-.

war and during mo

I

four
ntinual conflict was a gallant solHe died in Mist

1

f

that

dier in the federal army.

deeply regretted by all who had
We enter the
known him.
memoranda concerning his children: Nancy
1Mr-. W. I'. Creekman Mo.
J.
sburi,

i

thia

M. died

in

infancy: Azubia A. married

John E. i- di
Kansas: R. Catharine is
the wife of our subject; Jonathan A. is
deceased: Mary M. married Clinton Shaw;
James M. lives in Missouri; Jeremiah S.

Henry D.

lives

in

Miss

married, after which he returned
I

i-

Free and Accepted

rid.

in

furthi

the

lie

interests,

\neient

real internecine

the age

at

ler

where may be found

home

Hi--

an

Milton died
Albert is the

sketch.

this

to his

fi

anei. of

ter,

j

Samuel W. lives
River, Rice county, and of him

of

Little

at

R.

11.

or

illy

pr<

th

unty.

Mary

hut

lady of

[owa,

died in

I-',

thirty-seven

:

le

Ramage married Mi-- Catharine

1

:ed

I

Prices

so,

lar-

tharim
[owa. March t, [902.
the wife of Donald McKay,'of Iowa. Francis Marion resides in Jackson county, Kan1

re-

twenty year-, and
when urged to

for

listricl

do
win

]

William Tait, and
\ itmer. She died at her

.

have

they have called him to
ill
of which he has

tow u-men.

In-

f

1

:

on:

—

.

citizens

he

\\ ill

to

875,

.

childri

ten

n ing

ill

fi

i

and

Jonathan

church.

Ramage had
h In mi

•

fellow

worthy

a

the

1

1

rai y,

>ei

I

that

tl

1

having been for many years
tl

ward

him

who

all

member

n

idence Inin

His wife survived him until
knew him.
1893, and she died on her In me farm in
tth of
int) "it March
isistent

-

leaning

posed

four

I

in
i-

his

integrity,

River,

tu

locality.
a

Little

of

general farming
which he ha- bet n
one of the prosperous mi
Politically he is a P rpulist, with

attention
raising,

1

after

i.d

1

nic

ng

and added to it-- acreage until he u
three hundred and twenty acre-.
lie has
esidence and buildings, an orchard,
nd every appliance and equipment

farm which

impri ived a g

t<>

is

Kan-

-ed:

Mark

1

now
Albert and Catharine

(Trotter
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age have had eight children, whose names,
with dates of birth, are here given
Mark
December 29, 1876; Elmer Bertram,
November 30, 1878; Frank Earle, January
3, 1883; Albert Ralph, December 25, 1884;
Mabel Alice. October 4. 1886; Willard
Chester, November 23, 1893; Charles Edmund, who was born May 12, 1896, died
15, 1897; and Marion Leroy, who
was born August 22, 1898, died March 9,
:

Field,

In the sketch of the life of Samuel
1899.
W. Ramage, brother of our subject, will be

found further data regarding the Trotter
family, the wife of our subject being a
Mrs. Samuel W. Ramage.

sister of

age of twenty-five years, he was united
marriage with Dinah Sawrey. and for
years they have traveled life'- journei
together.
The lad}' is a native of England,
where she was reared and educated, being a
daughter of John and Sarah Sawrey, naSix children
that country.
have blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs.
is
pn <xm
Ji >hn, v. In
inently engaged in the grain business i;i
Minneapolis. Kansas; Mary Giles, a widi w:
William, who makes his home in Blaine
township; Agnes Marvin, also a resident of
Minneapolis, Kansas; and Thomas and Dinah, at home.
In 1870 Mr. Hartley came with his family to the United States, sailing from LivCastle Garden. New York, spending eleven days at sea. He soon afterward
made his way to Poplar Grove, Illinois, and
after spending a few weeks in that locality
came to the Sunflov
curing a
homestead claim in Blaine township. So
afterward, however, lie removed to Junction
City. Kansas, where he remained for a short
time and then came again ti
)ttawa county.
'ley from Illinois ti
this state was
made with a team and wagon, twenty-one
days having bee
ad. Ms
Hartley is now the possessor of six hundred
and forty acre- of rich and arable land, oj
which may Lie seen all the improvements
at the
in

fifty

<

i

1

1

WILLIAM HARTLEY.
William Hartley is one of the enterprising citizens and reliable farmers of Ottawa
county that England has furnished to the
new world, his home being in Blaine township.
He was born in Lancastershire. England, seventy-five years ago,

of

sentative

a

prominent

and
and

is

a repre-

1

influential

family of that country, its members being
His
noted for their industry and honesty.

Thomas and Mary

parents.

(Brpbunck)

Hartley, were likewise natives of Lancastershire. and there spent their entire lives, the
father passing away at the age of sixty years
while the mother reached the ripe

Both were members
ircli of England, and
the locality in which they resided they
d uid esteemed by all who had

of seventy-five years.
in

:

their acquaintance.

William Hartley, the immediate subject

was reared in the land of
where he was early taught the
-try as a prep.:

for a well regu-

lated farm, while his fields are under a high

and are surrounded by
miles of beautiful and well kept hedge.

state of cultivatii n

many
Ili-

former abode was

a

substantial

stone

twenty-eight by thirty

feet, one
during the present year
1001
he erected an attractive and
commodious frame dwelling, in which he
and his estimable wife now reside, enjoying
the comforts and luxuries which
former toil have secured for them.
Mr.
Hartley is recognized as one of the
and influential agriculturists
Ottawa

residence,

and

of this review,
ity,

and accessories necessary

(

a half stories high, but
I

)

;

luties

worked

at
id

of

In his earl

life.

farming and man]
for a time was also employed as
;

:

main-

shafts.
rtii

his time

and

attention, he

having

built

houses, which, after their o
sold to the miners.
In his native

The
n

•

f

many

1"

county.
He is a man of sterling rectitude
of character and gives his support to all
mi >ral and educatii rial inten

record
of

evil,

unclouded by wrons
and he has alwavs clui

is
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nam*

ute," his

that

all

is

occupied by an immei
year [852 he emigrated

honorable and

In

his

years.

1HRAM

the

w<

abode in Andrew count)
near Savannah.

up

.

N

1S55 he can

In

WATTS.

P.

When
century

i

Watl

ton

I

[iram

Pat-

of Kansas,

resident

i

he was

bom

I

1

1

Virginia, and
ican
ily

army

has

in

e\ er

'

I

the

war

AmerThe fam-

the

in

of [8l2.

been noted

A Watts was

tism and
united in mar-

Mia. and

a

daughter of

died in

Scut

The

father of our subcounty, Virginia, at the

ixty-eight years.
lie was a farmer
pation and in his political affiliations

was

a

He

Whig.

held

membership

in

the

Methodist Episcopal church, South, served
its class-leaders and took an active
part in its work.
The mother, surviving
E

her husband for many year-, died in Morris
ouinty. Kansas, at the advanced age of

She was a Metl
faith.
Joseph Watts was twice
married, the mother of our subject being
wife.
By his first union he had
eighty-two years.
-

:

Missouri, but

in

in

turned t" Kan-::-, establishing hi- home in
ie was one
unty.
tier-, and at that time the Indians were far
more numerous in the district than the white
i

Mr. Wal

man.
fi

1

namely:
William. Stanfield,
Henry. Milton. Greenville and Kate. The
subject was also twice married, her first husband having been Mr.
six children,

I

-

of Topeka

in

its

infancy

then

Lit

In .at

and

conveyed

ferry
river,

prairie.

Le !om]
government.
<

ever, gr<

'

:

i

impn vemei

d

district

which comp

vorably with any of the new
'".
of the Mis
Watt- remained a
Mi rris county until 188;
he sold his property there an
Here he own- one hundred and
;'

sixty acres of land, which

place,

ii

and one hundn
under the plow and anHis
irn.
yield.- to him
le frame
:

nually

well

is

1

living.
in

Hiram

P.

Vir-

windmill.

Mr. V

Watt- was reared, and there
educati< n

Ided

h
slab seats.

the

;

:

ginia

;

three

buildings,

children:

Enoch. Alice. Sallie and Mick.
seph and Nancy Watts wen
dren
Ruth. Hiram P.. J< ishua and Mahala,
but the subject of this review i-

The

period.
city

Speers,

war.
ject

was

remained

velopment and progress through that early

Mrs. Nancy Edens, win

Joshua

by the
- a time
1857 he re-

1

in

on the 6th of SepS32, and is a representative of an
His father,
in.
old family of
atts, was born in
[alifa:
inty, Virginia,

Anna Thornberry,

them wei
is

living in Morris o untv.

!

ai
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n Lester;

of

Chark

Amanda,
eltoi

the wife
township,

Barber county; Henry, who makein Mystic, Iowa
Nancy, the wife of B. L.
Drake, a prominent stockman of Hazehon
township; and William, who is also living
in the same township.
Two children of
this marriage. Fannie and Maggie, are now
The wife and mother was called
She was a worto her final rest in 1885.
:

thy woman, loved for her many excellent
characteristics
f mind and heart, v
(

voted wife and mother and a kind neighbor.
In 1 89 1 Mr. Watts was again married, his

being with Mrs. Pattie FosShe was reared and edu-

.uitucky.

cated in that state and belonged to
family there, her father being J
In

his

political

finally

.a

affiilations

Whig,

Mr.

Watts

1

that

f

justice of the peace,

ance

in the office is

and his long continuan indication of impar-

tial rulings and fair judgment.
For many
years he has been a consistent and faithful
member
hurch, long serving as an exhorter and class-leader.
He
gives his earnest support to educational,

temperance and religious work, is frank and
all times, and the sterling qualit
a n in his life record have ever been
such, as to win for him the esteem and rchis fellow men.
:'

JOHN EVANS.

seems adapted especially

or activity that will
yield a comfortable living to men
f enterprise and industry.
Pennsylvania has her
1

rich coal beds.

Maine her pine

1

eral,

which

is

in

demand

in

every part

f

the country where not only man. but also
life in the higher forms exi-:>.
Mr.
Evans i- connected with this industry as
foreman of the Riverside and New York
-.
iwned by the Hutchii
Company, and his thorough understanding
<>f the business and his enterprise and
re-

animal

1

I

liability

well

qualify

him

for

the

position

which he is now acceptably serving.
Mr. Evans was born near Arendal, Nora
way, April 7. 1857. His father. Enbrat Evj
ans, who died about 1891, was a native of
the same h cality and was a farmer by OCj
in

cupation, following that pursuit thn ughotfl
his business career.
He married Anna Genl

same

who

locality,

died

about 1893.
They were the parent- of
seven children, only two of whom are nowj
living:
John, of this review; and Martha.
who still resides in Norway, near the birthplace of our subject.
John Evans remained with hi- father
until fourteen years of age and then became
a sailor, following the sea until he attained
the age of eighteen.
Pie sailed upon many
waters and during the course of his voyages touched several times at American
port-.
Finally, in the spring of 1875, he
abandoned the "life on the ocean's wave"
and took up his abode in Chicagi where he
followed carpentering until 1890, although
a portion of the time was spent in the large
furniture manufactories
in
Chicago.
In
1890 he came to Hutchinson and entered the
,

employ of the Hutohinson Salt
working at the Western block f r two year;.
during one half of which time he wa- day
foreman.
He then went to Xi
Kansas, and worked at the Nickers
for about nine months, after which he returned to Hutchinson and was em]
the Pennsylvania and Crystal blocks until
about 1894. when he began work at the
(

Nature has been bountiful in the opportunities which <he has offered to man: every
try

-alt shall be one of the leading industries
of the region around rlfctchinson, the salt
mines furnishing an abundance f the min-

son, a native of the

but on the

party he joined the ranks of
the Democracy, with which he has since afFor forty years he has served as
tion

of

forests, the

south her cotton field-, the central
their wonderful agricultural
possibilities,
the west the rich mineral resources.
Nature
seems to have destined that the production

Riverside, spending the first year as a lawhich he was employed as a
carpenter for a year and since that time he
has been foreman.
He is also foreman of
borer, after
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York

block, a smaller plant, situ-

The

family have a
West, which, together with
there. Mr. Evans pun
In his political views he is a stal[894
wart Republican, but has never aspired to
office, and in religious faith he is
[6,

[901.

me

The

same company.

the

Rivi

-

[888, and the mai

undred by two
I;
operates h ur
hundred and fifty feet.
pans, twenty-seven by ninety feet, and has
hundred and
four
about
of
a daily capacity
dairy and
\ fin<
forty barrels.

including the

manufactured,

is

all

famous R. S. V. !'. rock salt very pure),
which has become known throughout die
I

The New York

untry.

F,

eran.

le

1

has

America his home, for

his decisi

land he has found friend- and fortune

in this

—

a

comfortable competence, the reward of

his business ability

and unfaltering energy.

block was

about [889, and is a two-p;
covering two hundred squan
hundred and fifbeing twenty-se
teen feet, while the capacity i- two hundred
T
.-alt. which, like
\
o.
and thir:
k Riverside, is shipped
built

1

to alm<

The
when running to their
men and

every part of the country.

st

cks employ,

I

pacity,

about seventy-five

the Riverside in sacking the

shipment.

The two

day

in

packing room, sixty by two hundred feet.
added to the Riverside plant and
He understands
nade.
other impi

n to die

On

the 8th of

of the

well

known fanner
Center

in

of

township.

—

—

history

Sweden,

the 'tlier.

They have

bli

and

lived

gether and the
them could not be greater
ers in

the

ctically

v

li-

lal

i

in spirit.

•

the leading farmers

so that the

They rank

at

fin<

1

mpany.
Hutch-

Aug

ison, Mr. Evans was united in m
Miss Manda Critsheld. who was
Clav county, Indiana. Februay 13, 1876,
daughter of William Crits
retired

a

Jewell county, having a

roughly in every di
has given utn
ci

is

His parent-. Henry and Anna Cols<
and died in Sweden. In that country his
native land
John Colson v
educated and for more than a third of a

E

supplyevaporation.
for
heat
5 ary
a large
foreman
made
Mr. Evans was

1

John Colson

>LS< IN.

Jewell county, living

blocks
r

Since

O

)ll\

century he has been closely associated in
his work and in' all interests with Ji hn Pe-

the latter bei

girls,

!<

He was a
farmer.
Union army during
having sen

iking their

way

of the

direct

in

from the At-

Hlim

a time they were empl

They

tin

Rock

scnal at

war

tlantic

cr<

Moline,
a

gallanl

the

Together they

were in
ernment, working on

Island,

the empl

i.

when

an India
th

lie

and

his wife are

living with Mr. and Mrs. Evans.

ward, win
-

urteen mi nths: Willi

temher 30,

sas.

was

died at the .age

1891

they detei
with the farming interest- of central Kan-

-lie.

who

Ac

;

but that was the year
hopper scourge, whei

every particle
ing was
I

1

made

their

way

to
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following year, however, they again came to
the Sunflower state and began the develop-

ment of

weheron

Kansas
have since resided, transforming
claims,

their

the)

their land

They had nothing save what they had saved from their
earnings in Rock Island, but with resolute

into richly cultivated tracts.

hearts they undertook the task of improving farms and to-day they own four hundred and eighty acres of valuable land.

For a time they lived in an old dug-out,
but eventually erected a commodious moddence, and also built large barns,
granaries and other necessary buildings for
the shelter of grain, stuck and farm implements.
They rank among the leading farmers of Jewell county, and their industry,
honorable dealing and sound judgment have
placed them where they stand to-day, among
the most prominent representatives of the
farming interests of central Kansas.
Mr.
Colson has filled several local offices, and
both have been stalwart Republicans since
casting their first votes fur General Grant at
the time of his second election. The record
of these gentlemen plainly illustrates what
may be accomplished in "the land of the
free*' by men of determination, win; are willing to work and wh
methods
are straightforward.

ment in various sections of this broad land.
A native of Hulstein, Germany, the
Doctor was born on the 19th of May. 1853,
a son of Carl and Mary
Moke) Abrahams,
who were likewise natives of the same land.
There the mother died when her sun George
was onl) ten years of age, but the father
afterward came to the United States and
spent his last days in Missouri, where he departed this life at the venerable age of
eighty-six years. He had one son. Henrich,
who was for three years a Union soldier in
1

war in the United States.
In accordance with the laws of his native land Dr. Abrhams pursued his educathe Civil

tion, and in pursuance of the military provisions of the country he served for three
years in the German army, participating in
the war between France and Prussia, in
1870-71. He was twenty years of age when,
in the fall of 1S73, he determined to try
his fortune in America.
He sailed from
Hamburg to Xew York, landing al
Garden, and being accompanied by his
brother Henry, who is now living in Mis-

Not lomg after his arrival in this
country Dr. Abrahams became a -ail <r ori
Lake Michigan, sailing from the port of Chicago, and in the winter months he worked

.souri.

in

Chicago and Milwaukee,

his

time being

thus passed until the 4th of October, 1875.
when he came to Kansas, settling in Jew-

tor

county.
Here he married his brother's
w and, locating upon a claim which
his brother had entered, he made improvements thereon and ultimately secured the title in m the government.
He has since

in

lived at this place

ell

GEORGE
Dr. George F.

F.

ABRAHAMS.

Abraham;

is

tin-

p

of the Lithium Water Sanitarium,
Washing-ton township, Jewell county,
near "Montrose.
In connection with this
institution, and as a reliable business man.
he has a reputation that is not confined
by the boundaries of the county. His work
for the alleviation of human suffering has
made him widely known, and the institution
of which he is now the head is largely patronized.
He is a representative of the German element in our American citizenship,
an element which has been a most imp* rtant
factor in advancing civilization and in carryforward the work of progress and improve-

widi

and has made for his fama very comfortable home.
His brother
was only thirty-eight years of age when he
died, leaving a widow and two children.
The lady bore the maiden name of Apolene
Korner, and is a native of Hesse-DarmThe children of her first
stadt, Germany.
marriage are Emma M. and Ida M. By her
second marriage she has become the mother
ily

of four children

:

Anna M.. who

.wa

ated in the high school of Salina. with the
class

of 1902: and John J.. Nettie F. and
All four are successful teachers.

Luves.
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To his farm in Washing
Abrahams has ad
The plan
sixtv acre- of rich land.

1

pt.

situated

antlv

home, and

his old

ling here

and

Diet

regul:
I

in

which

when

their

was

atti

;

other

His

a valuable tract.

is

Water Sanitarium,

.ithium

derl'ul curative

three miles

about

1231

is

practiced by

til

ment.

remained

family

[896,

until

It

a

is

votes

large dw<

his

famfortal

m

fn

the

for

s

relief

itarium and to

disease

patients
the

b)

farm

the cultivation of his

1

who

here seek
lithium

of

usi

water and bj osteopathic treatmen
Prii r to the time he
bv the >octor.
lan army he had worked at various

energies

his

«

ith

him

labors bringing to

erford

tl

e a

good income.

a

B.

men and measures

rting the

-

that

I

Boted

Em

fege of

tiiring a

km

iwl-

his

no

I

attractii n

fi

him, but

r

in

the

portunity, he has steadily advanced through

red the lithiun

farm he recognized its
and resolvi
His
for the good of mankind.

upon

honors and emoluments

Political

and

ing baths,

m<

th<

ernment.

his

n

own

and ami ng men of

eff< rts,

affluence,

as in the public regard, his

qualities

attention

is

now

assured.

-

who came

of Indian-

to

camp

there.

Test-

ing the water he disci vered its mineral propnd in 1885 he had it analyzed by

Profess

r

G. H. Failyer, of the

ricultural

College.

analysis:

Special

of carbonates,

The following

sis

chemical analya

lithium

1;

aluminum oxide. 11.3368;

;i:
ide:

oxide.

trace

38.8842;

magnesium

and

phuric acid

United

Potassium oxide,

gallon of water:

1

iron

oxsul-

;

-

pig a healthful condition.
is

;

:

n:

A. Welch, a bio5

work, and

is

himself

a well

where he
goods and
Attica. Marion count;
[is father was

in

this

I

i

.

I

wa, December

19,

I

K. Welch, who was
Kentucky, where he

a

native

I
1

v\

at

acid
boric
8.7130; silica.
5.0375
familiar
(anhydrous). .2279.
with medicinal properties of water, it
will thus
hat the water of this
Spring is rich in tin se elements which
are demanded b) the - stem
hie.

I

Y.

cal-

69.4936;

of

oxide,

R.

the
sketch,

gives

cium

i-

character;

predominance of sulphates,
sium sulphates: large
ithium; preser.ee of alum;

presence

OTTO

Kansas Ag-

water aim

By

the judicious
ic

-

disease

when he was
Joel

Welch,

nearly

eighty-six years old.

fal

;i

re

;

m

Welch and

Rollin

than eighty-threi
\iter

of pioneer

life

[Uini

daughters.

Welch,

ah

in

is.

Indiana b
He married

may

be cured without the aid of medicine
different
or surgery, and many ati( its :n

R.

1

great-grandfatl
in .Maryland,

His wife

died..

in

two years
K
and

two
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young, when their son. John R., was about
fifteen years old, and he married again and
had a son and two daughters by his second
wife.

John R. Welch, grandfather of the subwas a farmer and blacksmith.
He married Matilda Lowrey, at
Paris, Edgar county, -Illinois, in 1S27.
She
was born in Kentucky, but had come as a
pioneer to Illinois.
Mr. Welch worked at

ject of this sketch,

Paris until 1835,
resided in Decatur, Illinois,

the blacksmith's trade at
after

which

lie

when he bought land in De Wit
county, and there established himself as a
blacksmith and farmer, remaining there ununtil 1836.

when he removed

county. [1 wa.
Early in the following year he
took up land in what is now Marion county,
Iowa, where in time he acquired a full halfsection.
He farmed and worked at his trade
there until 1868, when he emigrated
Butler, Date- county. Missouri, where he retired from active life and where his wife
died on her seventy-third birthday, in 18S0.
Of their seven children six grew to rears of
til

[843,

For

detailed

own home, on

which

maintained by means of

is

a

wind-

mill.

September 14. [893, Mr. Welch married
Miss Mertie H. Hollis. a native of West
Virginia, and a daughter of William and
Deborah (Van Arsdale) Hollis, Virginians,

who came

to Harvey county, Kansas, in
His son. Perry Allen Welch, was

1875.

16. 1894; "his daughter.
Mary
Welch, was born April 1, [896.

Ixirn July

May

to Jefferson

I

maturity.

required in this vicinity. He seta sixteen-acre plat,
which he planted with fine shade and fruit
trees and which includes a beautiful lawn
and a large fish pond, the water supply of
in his line

tled in his

1

SAMUEL WILLIAM RAMAGE.
Samuel William Ramage was born in
Fayette comity. Pennsylvania. February 16,
1851, of Scotch-English and German-Irish
parentage.
The great-grandfather Lamage,
with an only brother, came from
England

info-rmatii

cerning their son, John A. Welch, who
married Miss Mary E. Haines, the reader is

ginia.

referred to the biographical notice previously mentioned.
His wife bore him seven

sons,

in his

To

boyhood and

settled in Vir-

the great-grandfather

were born, near

Ramage

Blacksville, Virginia, three

—James, Abner
Samuel Ramage

and Samuel.

This

was the

he established the Merchants' & Farmers'
Bank at Burrton, Kansas, which, in 1890.

grandfather of
the subject of this biographical sketch.
He married Mary Dows, a native of Redstone township. Fayette county, Pennsyl-

was changed

vania.

children, four of

whom

are living.

In 1885

to the bank of J. A. Welch &
Son. while in 1S9Q it was merged int<> the
Burrton State Bank, of which his son is

and manager.

ent

After leaving the public schools
Rollin Welch, who had been brought

Otto

up

to
practical business in his father's store, took
a

commercial course

in a

business college at
he was about nine-

Kansas. When
teen years old he became a lumber salesman
in western Kansas, and after that he was

employed in a similar capacity in Oregon.
After three years' training of the kind indicated he returned to Burrton, where for the
past
nr years he has sold dry goods and
fi

shoes successfully, conducting his
business on a strictly cash basis, and carrying a large stock of all kinds of merchandise
b

n

I

They lived on a farm on Crabapple
Run, Franklin township, Fayette county,
Pennsylvania, in the same home in which
Samuel W. Ramage was born.
This grandfather died on the 18th of

1829. his death being caused by an
wound, resulting in
accidental gunshot

June.

To this Samuel Ramquick consumption.
age and Mary Dows were born two sons,
Samuel and Jonathan, the hitter becoming
the father of Samuel W. Ramage.
Jonathan Ramage was born in Fayette
county. Pennsylvania. July u. 1;
was married to Eliza Wolfe, on the 28th
Jonathan Ramage was
1830.
of Scotch-English descent, and his wife of
He was a large
German-Irish descent.

of October.

I

strong physique and pureh

Eng-

CASVvUGUfyC/
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sed

strong constitu-

.1

1840,

He was of
sympav\ arm
cream
found in him such a

and an unassailable integrity.
;

man

.1

.
;

i

charitable

d

i

to
i

friend in need

25,

friend

ner

party,

but

1

Ramage was

B) occu
carpenter

a

le was
and Accepted Mason in Reims)
vania. and later was a member of the .MaEliza
sonic lodges in Iowa and Kansas.
wife, was born December 1.
is
From
German-Irish parentage.
her maidenhood she remained a devoted
and active member of the Methodist EpisJonathan Ramage and his
copal church.
wife became the parents of seven suns and
whom wen' bum in
Lighters, all
E
Pennsylvania.
Jonathan Ramage and his
family mi /ed to towa in 1851, where he
entered land and followed farming and

inetmaker.

fall

From

of [870.

[874 he Ined on a
In
county, Missouri.

1874 he
homesteaded the
n
township
sectii
f
14.
southwest quarter
nge ''. west, in Union tewnUpon this farm he lived
ty.
until his death, which occurred on Novemn

:•

M

and

-

of

1886,

as

the

of a

result

Samuel
SCll

:i

and was educated

>y

[85

in

them

1

and

.

On

1870.

in

ti

gusl

July 22,

>

1

—

<

1

Si

9,

ty,

Kansas.

1

December
April

7,

24,

1875.

1837,

lives

in

Jack-

was born

Benjamin F.
and died in Iowa.
P. was born July 15,

James

Auwas a
Camp-

irri,
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His wife survived him, rei
in the same old home until her death,
1 ith
f March,
1894, the cause of her death
neumonia.
At this point is incorporated a briei
r
ncerning their immediate family:
Harriet, born July i_\ 1831,
w;
rried,
first, to E. Eati m:
to William Tail. and.
third.
b
»e< rge
Winner.
She died on the isT of March,
Catharine was born January 18,
1902.
1834. and married Donald McKay: died
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d
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was born June
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Samuel William,
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1
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'ennsylvania.
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[851, on the old In me in Fayette county,

1

ee
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:rsonal
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Jonathan J.,
[897.

Mary

in dispi «sition, a dauntles

<

;

'233

put

the

Samuel W.
under cultivation and imle
and cared
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an aspirant
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He
and cabinetmaker.
e and Accepted Mason in
vania. and later was a member of the MaEliza
n Iowa and Kansas.
wife, was born December i.
liis
From
German-Irish parentage.
her maidenhood she remained a devoted
and active member of the Methodisl Episcopal church.
Jonathan Ramage and his
wife became the parents of seven sons and
Lighters, all of whom were born in
Jonathan Ramage and his
family mi ed to Iowa in 1851, where he
land and followed farming audi
fentered
Itock-raising until the fall of [870
1870 until 1874 he lived on a
In
Davie— county, Missouri.
1874 he
Kansas and hi mesteaded the
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nge i'. west, in I'm
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put the place under cultivation and
me and cared for
I

-

15.

V

'..,

December

M.. born April

married
Jeremiah

i

P.

is

September
September 24,
in

1

1

1

six

ind

:

W.
im-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
1

tree-claimed from government the southeast
quarter of section 10, township 19, south
of range 6 west, containing one hundred

and sixty acres and making in all an aggregate of three hundred and twenty acres
which he
On the homestead he
builded a large ten-room, two-story house.

with modern improvements, and also
erected ample barns and other outbuildings,
while he lias beautified the place with orchards, gri /es and shade trees.
On this
beautiful farm lie grows
miscellaneous
crops, raises stock and does feeding and
shipping.
At present he occupies his residence property in Little River, Kansas.
leaving his farm to the immediate supervision of his only son, Orion S., who is
fitted

Rice countw Kansas, and was educated in
He was married Febthe public schools.
1. 1899. to Nellie S. Morehouse, of
er, Kansas, and to them has been
born one son. Leon Maurice, who was born

ruary

They live upon the old
31. 1902.
homestead and Orion S. is g; ining for himno meager reputation as an industrious,

March
self

informed,

well

practical,

business-like

farmer.

WILLIAM

YVINFR]

C.

Lieutenant William C. Winfrey, who is
one of the intelligent and leading Ea
White township, Kingman county.
section 10, was born in Dallas o unty, MisHis
souri, on the 13th of October. 1830.
paternal grandfather was James M. Winfrey, and the father of our subject
ore the
same patronymic. James M. He married
Eleanor M. Conn, a native
and a daughter of Josiah O tin, \vl
I

becoming

his father's assistant

and success-

or in business.

Mr. Samuel \V. Ramage

is

character-

ized by his benevolent, upright, charitable

1

By

Christian faith he
and his wife were for years members of the
Congregational church. They now are affiliated with the First Methodist Episcopal
church of Little River, Kansas.
Mrs.
Ramage is a modest, quiet home body, interested in no public work save of church
or benevolent interests.
Mr. Ramage was
reared in the Democratic faith, to which he
held until 1900, when he cast his vote for
President McKinlcy.
He petitioned Corner Stone Lodge, No.
210. Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
Little River. Kansas, September 13. 1884;
was initiated November 22A following;
lecember 27th, and was raised to
the sublime degree of a master Mason January 27. 1885.
As an enthusiastic Mason
he served his lodge as worshipful master
several years.
I

life.

—

war of

as a soldier in the

181

2.

were married
county, Missouri, where they reside
ents of our subject

ii

number

of years, the father being a well
representative of its agricultural interests.
In early life he was a BentOEj
Democrat, but transferred his political

known

allegiance to the Republican party s< m n
its organization, and during the Civil

a iter

war

he became a member of the Missouri Home
Guards. He returned home from tl
ice in very ill health, and died at the age of

1

To Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Ramage were
Flora May. born
born but two children.
September 2j, 1S75, in Daviess county,
Missouri, was educated in the denominachools of Kansas, holds a life certificate to teach, and has had
conferred
upon her the degree of Bachelor of Arts.
a prominent worker in the interestof the

Young Women's

tion of Kansas.

April 20.

[878,

Christian Associa-

Orion Sylvester was born
on the old homestead in

His widow still survives
forty-eight years.
him and has reached the advanc
eighty vears. One of their sons, Benjamin
hi. Winfrey, was a soldier in the Fourteen^
Cavalry and died in the service,
while another son. Josiah L. Winfrey, was
i

a

member
(

>n

of the

Home

Camden

living in

Guards, and

is

now

county. Mis

the homestead farm Lieutenant Winthis review, spent the days of his
uth, and the
and
him his educational privil
numbered among the vali
ulerf the Union during the war
}

1

'

1

,

elli

.

He

first

joined

;'
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Guards of Missi

uri,

in

which capacity he

rendered valuable service, and
the Twelfth

(

i

at

the

where

I

(

L\

ieneral

i

ui

ents

and

Ridge and

the

>

Light

He

Artillery.

served until

if the war. participating

Boonville and

in the

rt

al

battle

i

E

cam-

.

1

!

campaign against the three ConfedPrice.
Marmaduke and
With an enviable v..
turned to his home, audi he is certainly dethe

erate

generals,

Selhy.

serving of the gratitud
what he did in her behalf.

Lieutenant

18

Winfrey

in)

Winfrey

i

the nation for

f

terminati

ndustrj has n

He
stalwart

is

a

inciples,

He

belongs to the Baptist church, while his
wife holds membership in the M
church.
Socially he
ivith the
i

Eraternity

Am

and with the

Workmen.

der of United

1

I

Republican

in

circles in

the

in

Arkansas and.
being most of the time thus identified with the frontier warfare.
Band met the enemy at Hartville and was
in

In

enlisted

which he had aided in recruiting,
nd lieutenant of his company.
He was a valiant officer, fearless and loyal,
and his valor won him the respect and confidence of his men and inspired them to
bravery.

!•'...

Mar-

with his family from Missoi
county. Kansas, and here Ik
irm with all moderi

many minor

in

skirmishes through thai
i

in

1.

w as kill
:ipated in

of Pea

dar)

1861 he en-

in

Isage Regiment, while

feted
in the spring of iSi.j he became a member
pf the Eighth Missouri ( avalry, in which he
in

unty, and ha;

.
I

as representati

publican

.

1

central

committee

During
the war he was one
t!

officers of his count)

ction period

:

of the three

(

\

under the enfranchisi
Camden county, Missouri. Hi served as
deput) sheriff of thai count) w
as candidate for sheriff if K
cing the Democratic majority from four
hundred and fifty. Mr. Winfrey keeps well
vote,

'

i

.

-

I

was

married,

in

Camden county, Missouri, to Elizabeth C.
Hammer, a daughter of Felix J. Hammer,
and a member

informed.

'-age regiment in the Civil war.
He
is now deceased.
His wife, who
maiden name of Ella Combs, was
Albert Combs, of Kingman county. Kansas.
They had.
3, David
d Thomas
were numbered among the boys in
G mpany K
Light Artillery, an organization of

will

citizen of

great no

sterling

w

'

sacrifi

advance the welfare, pn

gp

I

i

;

who know him
Our

subject's

from which

;

village his farm

half miles distant, in

county
year-;

in

the

[863-4.

Smoot

:

creek

other sons, who reacted as guards of the

mained at home,
Osage regiment. Simon C. having

He was

re-

Earner,

The

loyal volunteers.

eldest.

him warm

entertain for

a representative

1

Miss*

iLSEN.
E

e

The marriage

of

in

the

namelv:

Bamma

E.,

The promine

Mr. and

Mrs. Winfrey has been blessed with eleven

William

F..

,

lives

nd

in

was
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elected trustee of that township in the

1900.

Mr. Olsen has been

tawa county

grown up with

man

as boy and
ticipated

and

in

political

of

and may be
and
and par-

for thirty-one years

said to have

fall

a resident of Ot-

the country

to have witnessed

remarkable material, social
development.

its

H. Olsen is of Norwegian ancestry
and was born near Madison, Iowa county,
B.

Hans
member of

Wisconsin, March 30. 1867. a son of

Norway and

Olsen. a native of

Norwegian

a

His

grandfather. Ole Olsen, lived and died in Norway and his widow came with her children
to the United States and located in Wisconsin.
There Hans Olsen married Helen Nelson, who was a most estimable woman anil
a go "1 wife and mother.
He moved with
his
family to Concord township. Ottawa
county, Kansas, in 1S70. and to« >k up a wild
prairie farm in a country which had just
been vacated by herds of buffalo which had
sought new pastures in western Kansas.
There he made a home for himself and family and se: about the work of developing
the farm.
Mr. and Mrs. Olsen had children
family.

Turb [alderson,
Glasco, Kansas; Helen Kehler.
I

:

who
who

lives

in

lives at

Kansas Thomas, who lives on his
father's old homestead; Margaret Nelson,
wdio lives at Bennington, Kansas: Henry,
who lives at Kansas City, Missi uri; Carrie
Loft, who lives at Abilene. Kansas; Sadie
Lott, who lives at Kansas City. Missouri
B. H.. who is the immediate subject of this
:

1

1,

and diligent student he has become an exceptionally well informed man.
He was
early instructed in farming and cattle-raising and is known as a practical and successful farmer.
He owned in 1900 two hundred
and forty acres of good land located three
miles and three-quarters northwest from
Bennington, on which are a good house,
ample barns and outbuildings, an extensive
grove and a fine orchard. While giving at.

tention to general crops he makes, a specialty
of fine stock of the ordinary kind.
Politically he is a Populist, and he is active and
in party work and has been a
delegate to important conventions. He is a
member of the Independent Odrer
AI

influential

'

:

•

Fellows

•

Bennington,

and of Nazareth
Encampment of that order, and he and his
wife are members of the Order of Rebekah.
Mrs. Olsen is a member of the Presbyterian
at

church.

Mr. Olsen was married in July. 1900. to
Mrs. Emma (Lash) Davis, who was knows
throughout Ottawa county as a successful
and popular teacher and who is a daughter
of \Y. H. Lash, of Benninsrton.

;

sketch: Earl, who died at the age of six
years: Ovedia, who died at the age of nine
years: and Jane Nelson, the eldest
f
the
family, who died in Ottawa county.
The
father died at the age of seventy-six, deeply
regretted by all who knew him as a good
1

husband and father, a useful and patriotic
citizen and a successful man of affairs.
He
was a member of the Lutheran church and
in all its aspects his life was that of a Christian man. and he was a man of wide experience.
His earlier years were spent in leadmining in Wisconsin. His widow, who also
is a member of the Lutheran church., lives
"ii

schools and by subsequent systematic reading and study at home and being a devoted

GEORGE
A
listed

G.

sterling class of
in

HULL.
men have been

en-

the development of the agricultu-

ral interests

of Jewell county. Kansas, and

have made

it a veritable garden spot in the
prosperous commonwealth.
Among those
who have been active and efficient in the
work is he whose name initiates this sketch.
He has been identified with the agricultural activities of the county for more than
twenty years, and in all the relations of life
has shown himself to be a man of inflexible
integrity and honor, thus commanding obwhile his
jective confidence and esteem,

well directed industry

and marked business

the old family homestead.

have been the means through which
has attained a success of no indefinite
order, his status being that
f
representative farmers and stock-growers of

B. H. Olsen

this favored section of the state.

was educated

in the public

ability

lie

1
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Mr. Hull is a native son of the west,
paving been born on a farm in Lucas county,
th of May.
the
order of birth in a family of ten chili

enth

in

i

The

are yet living.

Abraham

parents,

and Martha

II.

(ominii n

born
ti\

Virginia,

of

state

.

Rey-

i

natives of the

th
1

\\

ha\

e families

h

>nal

high degree of

a

Si

Mr.

allegiance

political

his

I

lull

is

Republican

the

of

es
part_\'.

and though he has never desired the

remi ved fn

\

m

Virginia to

Lucas county, Iowa, and thence to
Nebraska, in April, [860.
declining

Cass
Both

lives

;

of sixty-eight

in

father

e

H

preferment,
urally be
n to serve in various
local offices of trust, and has faithfully and
capably discharged the duties involved. He
ire time
and attention to hi- private business affairs
rather than to be "afflicted" with public ofbeen that of a frank.
His
fice.
itical

-

;

gbunty,

e

In

I

I

of our natii

h

attainment of

>ld

(

In

i

Frederick o unty, where the respec
had been founded in

in

ne of the best in thi
hi- operations Mr.
lull
bear distinctive discrimination, marked business acumen and
In ds,
the natural seqi
of the stale.

his

years,

1

were folk f the
st sterling
character, mutually devoted and
their children
ess
and
h< nor, inc
s by both
precept and example and their memory being thus revered by their children and chilty-two.

The_\'

i!'..

1

I

dren's children.

George G. Hull was reared to the sturdy
f the
farm and received his early

jhtforward
honorable
man. and it is needless to say thai
immuin high regard b\ the
ilar and
nity, standing
representative citizens of the county where
he has lived and lab red to so goodly ends.
He has taken a deep interest in edu
;

affair-

at

'"

£

many

his district for

of the
years.

1

name

education

in the public

state.

March. [880, the family removed

In

from

N<

'-

scb

of his

county,

veil

'

Kansas,

locating on Buffali creek, where our
subject
a quarter section of
land previous to the renn val of the family
Erst

'

Hi-

religii

us faith

that of the Methodist
and his

is

wife arc members. Both arc teachers

Sunday
it-

school,

and

in

its

I

superintendent.

'

Later they purchased an
additii nal half section of land in the same
vicinity, and there they
developed a fine
farm and continued to devote attention to
to

this

agriculture and
ber,

erty

In Jewell City, this county,

ck-raising until

sfo

Decem-

the prop1892, when the>
and the following year purchased anhich they dis-

to

was born

in

<

n the

nth

Hull was united

[894, -Mr.

er,

locality.

Miss Myrtle
Colorado S

L.

Ullery.

in

who

laughter

11. and Ad
subject and his wife have
who was born on the
.11

1

.\

ear later, and in

farm four miles
they
1900.

1

made

their

when they

a^:

subject then effected

home

and

i

the

;

1

seat.

utheast

1

f

The property

the land

is

county

pri

HOLDREX.
a

promini

zen of Washington township,

Mankato, the
is well improved and

exceptionally

E.

en,

ur

11

present fine farm of one hundred and sixty
acres, the same being
located about five
-

>RGE

Jewell City,
until the year

ductive,

while

tv.

He

Kansas, made his advent
is

a

]<..:<

in

this

son of Dennis

lis father
Holdren.
died in Indiana at the age of thir
I

Kittle

1
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William Holdren, his father, and the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was born
and was an early settler in Iowa,
where he was a miller and the owner of a
\witcr power grist mill, and where his son
Dennis assisted him in his business.
Ikdied in Indiana at the age of eighty years.
William and Patrey Kittle, our subject's
grandparents in the maternal line, were of
Pennsylvania Dutch extraction. They died
in Indiana, the former at the age of sixtyfive, the latter at the age of seventy.
George E. Holdren's father died when
he was two -years old, and his mother when
he was ten years old, and he was cast upon
the world to make his own way. working at
whatever his hand found to do and acquirin the east

ing some education in district schools. He
worked by the month until he was twenty-

one years old.
February 23, 1883, he
married Miss Mary C. Cole, a native of Indiana, and March 2, following, he brought
his young wife to Jewell county.
Mrs. Holdren is a daughter of James and Sarah
Rice
Cole.
Her father died in Indiana
and her mother, who was a daughter of
Jordan and Elizabeth (Watts) Rice, was
born in Kentucky and died in Kansas. Mr.
ami Airs. Holdren have had three children.
One
lied in infancy; their son, Robert
(

)

W( iodmen, and he

ern

and

social

years and

is

popular

in business

Having taken up

circles.

hard warfare of

the

the tender age of ten
attained to a place of honor and
life at

prominence, he is in the best sense of the
term a self-made man, and his example is
worthy of emulation by young Americans
wdio are ambitious to succeed in life honorably and legitimately.

ANDREW BRYSON
Andrew Bryson

GILCHRIST.

Gilchrist,

a

practical

and enterprising agriculturist residing on
section 21, is the owner of one of the most
valuable and highly improved stock farms
of Harvey county, and his management of
the estate is marked by the scientific knowledge and skill which characterizes the modern farmer.
A native of Pennsylvania, he
in Fayette county, on the 3d of
October, 1848, and is a worthy representative of an old and honored family of that
state.
His ancestors came originally from
Scotland, and have mostly followed agri-

was born

cultural pursuits.

The

early

home

of his

X..

great-great-grandfather. John Gilchrist, was
near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and from
there he removed to Fayette county at a
very early day in its development.
There

their son,

his

'• w eighteen years old, is in school: and
Emmett George, was born February 25, 1900.
Mr. and Mrs. Holdren's first home was
a little house which only occupied a gn und
space of fourteen by sixteen feet, but this
gave place to a large, modern place about
ten years after their settlement in Kansas.

Mr. Holdren iioav owns five hundred and
twenty acres of fertile and productive land,
which he has provided with every facility for profitable cultivation.
His latest improvement is one of the finest stock and
grain barns in Jewell county.
He gives
his

attention

successfully

to

stock-raising

and mixed farming. He cast his first presidential vote for Grover Cleveland, but for
some years has been a Populist, active and
influential in local affairs, and at this time
he is ably filling the office of township treasurer.

He

is

a

member

of the order of

Mod-

son,

Mathew
make

continued to

Gilchrist,
his

was born, and

home throughout

life.

When

the colonies took up arms against the
mother country he joined the Continental

army and fought

for American independHis son, John Gilchrist, the grandfather of our subject, was also a life-long

ence.

resident of Fayette county,
Pennsylvania,
where he was born about 1779, and died
about 1865. He married Ellen Swearingen,
of the same county, and to them were born
nine children, five sons and four daughter-, of whom three sons and all the daughters reached years of maturity, but onjl
one son and two daughters are now living.

The

former, George Gilchrist, now makes
home near Oskaloosa, Iowa. His sisMary and Margaret Gilchrist, are unmarried and are now over seventy years
his

ters.

of age.

BIOGRAPHICAL
S.

illiam

\\

(

lilchrist,

i

an

1

HIS'i

ossession, but he has since

p

cultivation and

ntinued to

home
ted

i;i

became the

p;

there until called to his final

About [845 he
[874.
marriage with Miss Mar)
ed

it

in

the

children,

six

buildh

stantia]

now

he

ship.

and

has oni
te rais<

1

giv<
k for market, n
high grade of Shi rthor
ind-China hogs.
[1
mi one hundn d
a

I

months.

In

who

in.

resides on the old homestead farm in
Fayette county, Pennsylvania, which came

still

to the family

[mother Swearrew !'»..

fr

of tins review

Ellen, wife of J.

:

V\

o unty,
.inha<ka
county, Iowa

tie

upon

In his political views Mr. Gilchrist is a
PrOhibitionst.
le and his family
and prominent members of the (Jriiti
church, in which lie is now filling
pright and hi
I

in

all

twenty
farmer

relations of

among

leading place
life

who

.

tained

lifi

wh
and Mathew

y<

;

ci

mmands

I

him.

died in Pennsylvania

D.,

a

ointy.

was

JUDSON

A.

Wi

and
educated in the county of his nativity, and
early became familiar with every departirm work.
Before leaving Penn.December iS,
rried,
Miss Mary K. Dunn, and

The farming interests of Jewell
are well represented by A. Judson

died

ing to

v

B.

Gilchrist

reared

infanc

in

J.,

who was educated

still

(

i'i

;

[838, and

is

a

3i

'

Ri

u.

in

B.

iam
111

m

Burr
>ak, bul
farm w hich

adjoining
1

J.

a

tl

Edward

:

'

Belle,

his place.

i\v

D
S.

:

atti

Willi

D.

larriet

father

(
;

was
irly

'.

nth the inand Beulab

ndi

g a teacher

:

the

home

native
period in the

a

:

':

emigrated to that state, where he
farming until his death, which ccurred
1863.

He was

alsi

in

a minisl

church, and the influenc
Christian life v

tist
r,

1879, Mr. Gilchri
-.

pleased with this
here to 1. cate. and in
well

I'
;

cality

5o

family to the west.

chased

Wall

and being
he decided

-

t

thn
:h

He

he

wife, a n

estimable lady, died in O!
Tlie early surroui

pur-

nd in
he paid twentyhas

';is

:

father's

the midst i^i nature he de\
robust and honorable manhood.
found him among her defenders

in

he

f;

<

made

for

himself a

splendid

America

when

the

military
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On the 18th of January, 1862, in
Cadiz, Ohio, he was numbered among the
of Company G, Seventy-fourth
in
blue
boys

record.

(

>hio

[nfantry, under Captain Bostwick and

Colonel Granville Moody, the latter a noted
Mr. Wood first went to
soldier preacher.
Xenia, »hi<>. and thence to Camp Chase and
Columbus, from which point the regiment
(

was -Lnt to Nashville. The first battle
which he participated was at Stone River,
and later he took part in many important
nents, including Murfreesboro, December 31, iNoj; Chickamauga, September
19 and jo, [863; Chattanooga, November
24 and 25. 1863; Dalton, -May, 1864; Resaca, May 14 and 15, 1864; Dallas. May 28,
[864; Lost Mountain, June 17, 1864: Little Kennesaw, June 22, 1864; Great Kennesaw, July 3. 1804; and the siege and capture of Atlanta, from July 10 to September
He also went with Sherman on
in

to Polk county, Iowa, and on the
25th of August. 1872, was married to Miss
Margaret R. Chubick, a native of Ohio, and
a daughter of David C. and Eliza J. (Carey) Chubick, both of whom were native!
of Pennsylvania.
Her father is -now num-

moved

among the honored pioneers of Kanand is living a retired life on a small
farm adjoining die residence of Mrs. Wood!

bered
sas,

Plis

of

wife, a lad}"

acteristics,

has

now

many

excellent

char-

passed away.

Wood made

home

in
their
Mr. and Mrs.
Iowa until March, 1873, when they came to
Jewell county, where he secured a homel
-lead claim of one hundred and sixty acres,
four milts northwest of what is now the
town of Burr Oak, in Burr Oak township.
He still owns this land and has n<
His labors transformed
a mortgage on it.
1

from

the celebrated

wild tract into fields of richly cultivated land and to-day the income derived
therefrom brings to him many of the com!

ber 22,

ing his

march to the sea. continuing
from the 14th of November until Decem1S04. and was in the campaign
tin. 'iigh the Carolinas.
He was taken prisoner March to, 1865, near Bentonville,
North Carolina, and being sent to Richmond was confined in Libby Prison and
Castle Thunder, hut after ten days was paroled.
He was constantly under fire from
May 3, [864, until the 2d of September of
that year, and that his service was most arduous and dangerous is indicated by the
long list of important engagements in which
He was honorably dishe participated.
charged at Camp Chase, June 14. 1865, the
war having closed.
The country no longer needing his servIn
ices Mr. W'iii id returned to his home.
October. 1866, he was married to Miss Mary
A. Smith, a daughter of James and Ann
(Chattier) Smith, of Belmont county, Ohio.
rn,
Unto this union two children were
1

both sons, but the elder died in
younger, William Albert, is
raihoading, with headquarters
Pennsylvania.
In the spring

and Mrs.

Wood removed

to

infancy.

-

it

Fi

a

rts of life.

He

is

home em an

now

living retired, makeight-acre tract of land

which adjoins the western border of Punlis
Oak, and to which he removed in 1802.
farming interests in former years were so
carefully directed that he secured therefrom
a comfortable competence and is now era
I

He has been
joying a well merited rest.
honored by his fellow townsmen with public office, having served for eighteen months
township treasurer.
In his political
as
views he is a Republican, giving an unfaltering support to the principles of his party.
He holds membership in the Grand Army
Post of Burr Oak, of which he is n v, -rising as commander and with his wife
In even
to the Baptist church.
of life he has been found true b his duty.
1

rwari
is classed among the straight
business men. the honored pioneers a- well
as the loval soldiers of the nation.

and

fi

The

eng
at Pittsburg,

of

WILLIAM

H.

MESSENGER.

1867 Mr.

Adams

Indiana, and mi the 21st of April. tS'o, the

wife and mother was called to eternal rest.
In June of the same year Mr. Wood re-

Among the prominent, substantial and
representative citizens of Kingman county,
Kansas, is William II. Messenger, who
was one of the hardy band of early set-

RESIDENCE OF W.

H.

MESSENGER

BIOGRAPHICAL
and

:alit\

wed

the

-

who

ne

barns and aliw

hai d*
toil

privation

came

first

to

Kingman

outbuildings

f

and

attle

and

when he

In

past.

tlie

1877,
county, it

in

windmil
water, and cattle and 51

dii

all

a wilderness, and in the development
agricultural resi urces and ii

Luu

of

t

>

liLs,

fiant

i

its

couragement of
ities

The

he has been a leading

birth

of

William

11.

spirit.

M<

was m [859, in Wyandot
ami he was
fSargent) Messi
[annah
ind
1

His farm

lucational

its bi

able in this pai
Ri-

1

1

ger,

and

I

justl)

senger
of

n

1

of eight hundred acres and

sists
is

Mr. Mes-

ity.

situated

well

is

his

financially,

of a fortune having been the nat-

g

ality and close
to affairs.

1

\

native

of the

state

ami a veteran of both the Revolutionary
The father
war and
of 1812.
I

Mr. Messenger was married
Miss Millie less,

in

I

county,

town of

:

Ottawa, and she was
county.

r

I

when

died

I

who

died in

who was

a

prominent fanner of Maa

woman

m

of high Christian character and
e three children

left

who is the
Mrs. Hannah Haley,

her death were William H.,
sketch

:

ne; and Veriin,
little

son.

Waller, died

at

thi

de; th

1

I

His education was considerably
terrupted, although he embraced ev<
t)
but much
gouri.

1

["he
She still survives.
born to Mr. and Mrs. Hess numbered

eleven,

nameh

in

his

with

Florence

Eie remained
farming operations.
father until he was twenty-one,
r

f<

himself.

dred and sixty acres n the >sage tract of
Indian laud in Richland township, Kingtnty, and he yet liv<
land, building his beautiful two-tl
dollar residence on the hill upon which was
He
placed his first home, the "dugout."
pow has all his land under high cultivahich place he has named the Red
1

<

John

1...

Kat<

.

\\

-

'

Ida

Millie F.
Mr. H
a minister in the
and was a man who

M.

I

rmer and also

was esteemed and

he-

To Mr. and Mrs. Mes-

loved by every one.

namely:
Frederick II..
ra
B.,
M., Dorothy F., and Malinda V.
Mr
In his political sentiments

Alma

senger has always been a Republican, and

m

his

starting then into business

Man

:

E.,

in-

.

Mes-

[877.

nie,

;

his mother.
William II. Mesas passed in Ohio, and he
panied his father when he moved

five years, prior to th<

of Mrs.

senger,

horn in \
in
La Salle and Livingston counti
ning with her family ti K

ma, Martha

One

is

tl

The mother

S

child.

gent,

at

[ess,

a

number

of

th<

His interest in edu
matters has been constant and he h
been a member
ship offices.

-

.

accumulated

his

way owing nothing
of politics
enterpr:

to either the

cl

he has
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XELS

S.

CEDERBERG.

With one exception Mr. Cederberg

is

oldest living resident of- this county,
almosl a third of a century having passed
since he located here amid the wildest sences
tier life. He lived here through all
the Indian tri rubles and has many relics and
n ementi es
those trying days, including
many Indian arrow heads, on which are
tlie

America would be
born

citizens

her ring were
patriotic as

is

em
mld
flit

way
who come tc

better in every

all

as loyal

the subject of this review.

fill

and

of love

rit

tin

the heart of every

protection,

and
It

grati-

man who

wealth and citizen-

ship and has found in liberal measure what
he desired under the stars and stripes, but

1'

1

—

frequent:

ns
of
blood grim
trophies of the perils which had to be faced
by the brave men who were the advance

Mr. Cederberg

too

guard of

of

cure! a claim, which he proved upon the
next year, his patent to the same being
signed by President Grant. For some time
he lived in true pioneer style, but as the
years passed he added many modern im-

frequently is heard through the land
from the press and from the platform and
in public and private gatherings, the voices
the malcontents, decrying

the

institu-

laws and customs of the very country
which has nourished them and their children,
and not unlikely has provided them with
many of the comforts and luxuries which
are enjoyed only by the '"nobility" in their
tions,

native lands.
Air.

i

always

been must 1031a] to his adopted cou
valued or highly respected farmer
can be found in Richland township, Jewell
county. Kansas, than he.
His birth occurred in the village of Oviinge, Sweden,
September 17, 1838, and in that country

and

died, the father pass-

ing away at the age of eighty-two years,
while the mother reached the eighty-fourth
In the public schools of
vear of her age.
his native village our subject pursued his
education and early learned the value of industry

and enterprise

practical affairs of

in

the

active

and

States,

he

bound steamer and came
ployment

in this

1

f

E

specialty of the cultivation

a

His

use was a log cabin,
but it has long since
dence erected
in [876, one and a half stories high, with
basement, and this in time was secceeded
',1.

first hi

feet,

•

by

his present comfi rtable residence,

which

In 1S85 he built a
built a very modern and commodious barn. Other improveed in

gi

11

i'i

barn and

1894.

in

1900 he

ments on the place are in keeping with this
and thrifty appearance of the

an/1 the neat

property
1

boarded a westward
His
to America.
country was at cutHe afterward
in in Illinois.
gravel train, and in January,
Illinois for Kansas, making
e left
his way to Topeka. where he was
by Dr. Crane until May of that yea
In the
and quarrying reck.
le
May he went to Fort Earned.
March.
1869, when
where lie remained until
he came to Jewell county, where he has
ide his home.

United

making

ing,

twelve by fourteen

>!'

life.

At the age of twenty-seven years, hoping to improve his financial condition in the

se-

provements and accessories to his place,
transforming it into one of the valuable
farms .1 the county.
It
comprises four
rich land and he
hundred and sixt) acrecarries on general fanning and stock-rais1

i

his parents lived

civilization.

indicates

the careful

supervision

the owner.

On

29th of October, 1X70. Mr.
Cederberg was united in marriage to Miss
Anna Marie Westerdahl, who was born in
Sweden, March 28, 1842. To her husband
she was for twenty-four years a faithful
companion and helpmate on the journey of
life and was then called to her final rest in
1894. at the age of fifty-two years. By her
marriage she became the mother of six
children, but one son died when only a year
old.
The others are William X.. Albert E.,
The chilI.la J„ Arthur X. and Carl O.
dren have all been provided with gi od comthe

ns.

of

its

long

The

connection

family, by
with the

'
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1243

children
man_\

For

friends.

June

I

7.

M

1876.

painter's
esl

-tailed

terests

1:

and

crat

I

ing
red in the faith of the

rch

!

I

hs

with

a

journey to K

te;

and am.
lowing May.

Ott

the

-

many.

stead claim

born by him, but he
overcomi
:

\\i!!

t(

among

fol-

His wife joined him in this
later,
coming by rail,

hardsh

the substantia]

in

I

tenry

where

township,

four miles

teen

urteen by sixwith a stone addition,
as covered with a dirt roof. They

1,

I

feet,

pted county.

.

•

capital,

prairie

:

and Mr. Le
and working
I

Le BARON.

IN

wheat and became the

an raising
the
is

born

in the

5
;

He

is

a

r,
->

iN-|

n of

Ada

town of Hatley, near
tli

of

and is of
Orin and Ruth (Colby) Le

i.

I

mer

a nati\

Both died
ermont.
passing away in

Can-

in

4, at
the age of forty years, and the father survived until sixty-three years of age.
He
[81

Solon Le
our subject, remained under the pa-

years of age. when
himself and since that
n way in the world.
sixteen years he learned the
painter's trade, serving a. three years' apprenticeship in Canada, and he followed
there until 1865.
On the
1st of May
E
that vear he was united in
to Julia Precourt, a native of Lenrental

roof until

1896 he tra
Ada. Ottawa
county, twelve miles west of Minneapolis,
i

in
Missouri Mr. Le
of county and
township offices, including justice
peace, township treasurer, trustee and was

While

xville.

also a

member

of the school board. In polfamily were stalwart ad\
vote either

w

ten

Can
rem red

5

a

Fter

their

to Pennsylvania,

marwhere

me,

-

residing

:

Democracy.
the
independently or with
After locating in this state they suffered
many hardships incident to life on the westand Mr. Le Ban n assisted in
nization of school district No. 58,
eleven years was a member of its

itier

He

ard.

1

<

In

1

er

fearon,

mproved

passed his
and very valuable.

well preserved,

is

and

man
year- of

age.

As

at

fifty

tl

when

1

While residing

at

that

Main

children were born unl
rn Xi

vember

17. 1866,

18.

In the

and Adella.

the centi
1.

f

erty

there

street,

in

splendidly

m

Mr. Le Bat

the painting bus
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time to the entertainment
lis estimable wife and
daughters assist in
of this well conducted hos-

his entire

of his gin

;

her .two accomplished
ill

Mrs. Le Baron

is

a

daughter of Joseph

Precourt, and was
born in Compton, Canada, on the 7th of
maternal
great-grandHer
February, 1848.
father was a veteran of the Revolutionary
(Ariel)

therine

Her
war and lived to an advanced age.
father was a native of Canada, and his
iccurred in 1897. at the age of ninetyone years, while his wife departed this life
in 1862, at the age of fifty-four years. Mrs.

death

1

Le Baron had three brothers: Alfred, who
n
in Compton, Canada, in 1848,
ami when last heard from was in Missouri,
present residence is not known; and

Edwin and Lewis,

twins,

born

in

185c.

Both are now married and reside in Canada, and unto each has been born one child.
Since residing in Kansas five children have
been added to the LeBaron family, hut of
the eight children only six are now living.
The eldest, Irvin Taylor, is a Christian
minister, at at the present time resides in
Greenleaf, Kansas, where he has charge of
a church

He

al

studied

the Theological College of Wichita, Kanand after completing his studies there
linted state evangelist, laboring at
He has filled
that work for several years.
in

sas,

I

the pulpit in Miltonville,

was

for

two years

located in Manhattan, and is recognized as
the greatest evangelist of the Christian
church in Kansas. In 1894 he married Hattie Chelf, of Lebanon, Smith county. Kan-

She is
they have three children.
nplished musician, and greatly asAdella, the
sists her husband in his work.
second child of Mr. and Mrs. Le Baron, is
the wife of K. 1. Park, a farmer residing
'

four miles south of Ada. where he is also
extensively engaged in stock raising. They
Aha G. is the wife of
have one child.
Charles Nye, a farmer living two miles east
of Ada.
Nora, who was born December
1884. is an accomplished musician.
jo.
>cb ber 2, 1880. and is alsi
b< mi
-

1

highly educated in music.

1

Hollis enlisted

United States Volunteer Infantry on

in the

the i^t

July,

O'f

1889. becoming a

member

pany A, Thirty-second Kansas Regenlisted at Manhattan, Kansas,
and his commanding officers were Colonel
aptain John P. Gunstead, James L.
Long, first lieutenant, George H. Armatage.
second lieutenant, and Herbert H. Berchaiaj

He

iment.

1

The company was organize
Leavenwi rth and included one hundred and six men, and they remained at
first

in

sergeant.

Fi

.1

that place until the 6th of September,

when

they started for the Philippine Islands, vm
Kansas City, Missouri, where the;
presented with regimental colors,
d'hey
went from that city by rail to San Fran-

where they took transportation fur
Manila, landing there in Xtnber,
[89J
They also made a three days' stop at Honolulu.
After arriving at their destination
the)
took transportation for Angeles, arcisco,

ming

there in

engaged

in

November.

scouting

duty

They

at

through

on«
the

mountains, living in what the} called dugfor several days before they moved
int.
native quarters.
During the in nths
of November and December they were detailed on scouting expeditions through the
mountains, often encountering scattering
bands of insurgents, and during the monfj
of January, 1900, they captured Abucay,
it being about
fifty
miles from Angeles
They were engaged in scouting and fighting eighteen days before taking tin
After remaining there for five daj - the!
were relieved by Company C, of the same
regiment.
Mr. Le Baron was completely
w rn rut i'n >m his long service, and being
unable for further duty, was transportel
h\ boat to Manvels, the remainder of the
company going by land. He remained there
until the 24th of February, when he rehis command and was engaged in
j' hied
garrison and scouting duty over the mountains for a distance of about thirty miles.
In the latter part of the year 1900 Mr. Le
Baron became ill, and after remaining in
the hospital with malaria fever and st< niacfl
trouble for a time he was honorably dia
charged, on the 18th of December, 1000.
On the 21st of that month he embarked i<<v
outs
1

1

1
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b

,

on the 30th

arci

the 26th

1

thai

>f

San Francisco, where they arrived an the
of February, and were musten
Mr.
[901.
e in Ada,
then started for his
I

of that

1

>\

1

;

the service

teen

much

daj

f<

imes-

ne time a bullet hav-

;

111

very

as

and he had had many narrow

fri

which he has every reason to be proud, for
He
lie was ever true and faithful to duty.
is now a barber in Ada, and is indi
litical

factor

a distinct

brought thi
to the front rank in g<
industrial
Hiprestige.
farm home is
township.

in

lia-.

and
improved
Sharon

>erity

1

finel)

tion 26,

[1

Mr. DeMott claims
as
[his
been born on a farm in
on the 29th of January,
having be

state

I

Buckeye
having

nativity,

.

.

fai

I

;

[831,

.

name

the

He was

burned.

eighteen months and sixec rd is one of

r

-.

11

which

.

Service Fe

capes

I

Janu

_'d

paired,

clamation of the virgin prairies had scarcethe point of initia-

f

1

j

On

the

n Warren, which left Manila
December and anchored at

States trans]

views.

in

His father, John DeMott,
in Preble county, in the

history.

its

was likewise born
year

[81 >/>

Abraham DeMott, who

:

was a native E New Jersey, whence he emigrated to
Ihii
at a time wh
on the very frontier of civili
in the wilds of Preble county, where he reclaimed a large tract f land and pa
1

(

1

1

this old h
the father of our subject was reared to

ABRAHAM DeMOTT.

turity,

1

battle

i'

of the

p<

in

I

perpetuated through their efTime is fast decimating the ranks
forts.
of the Grand Army of the Repub
re \a ill be but few left
eriences of this greatest of all civil
lonflicts in the hist ry of the world
a duty to preserve in coi
the lives and deeds
of those whi
Flag over
inary battlefield to ultimate
subject of this review is. an
;

1

-

rt,

who

I

•

ed with

and he

is

Rebel-

marked disto-day num-

bered among the successful and representative farmers and stock-gn
county. Kansas, where he lias maintained
his residence for nearly twenty yeai
the time when the re-

ns and three

-

who
as

Abraham, the subject
Hannah: Henry,
in the Civil war

namely:

.

Mary M.

of this sketch:

;

served for three years

member

a

of

the

Volunteer Infantry; Cornelius and Martin
L.,

who

died in childhoi >d; P
in the Fifty-ninth

fantry and

age

(

f

who

India]

died in the service,

twenty-- ne years; Susan

The

<

fidelity,

ma-

n

by armed re-

be accorded the highest
ppreciation on the part
ureat unii n

ponwealths

and

county

that

\

the nati

r

integrity
er

and

man

his

its

On

his life.

i

county.

Morgan

father died in

Indiana, at

-ixty-twc

tin

nd his wife also died in that county.
aged eighty years. J. hn DeMi tl
'lis

to

life

tanch

agriculti

Democrat
3

3,

member

^\

of

this

a

the Baptist

his wife, and b
ever held in the highest esteem by

knew them.
Abraham DeMott.
ject

was

in

a devoted

sketch,

all

who

the immediate subremained on the old
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homestead farm, in Morgan county, Indiana, until he had attained the age of nineteen years, his educational advantages having been such as were afforded in the com-

mon

schools

of

the locality

and

period.

incumbent of which latter he was mustered out.
His military record is one of
which he may be justly proud, and is one
to which his children and his descendants
may point with honor and satisfaction in

as

Thereafter he continued to devote his at-

the fact that he

was among the

lar

try's

first

to respond to his coun-

his intrinsic loyalty

call,

and

patriot-

ism being aroused to responsive protest
w hen the rebel guns thundered against the
In 1861, he enwalls of old Fort Sumter.
listed

as a

private in

Company

B,

Fifty-

Indiana Volunteer Infantry, with
which he proceeded to the front and with
which he remained during a long period of
arduous and important service, the regiment participating in many of the most

ninth

Our subject
notable conflicts of the war.
was thus a participant in the battles at
and Black river
Mississippi,
Jackson.
bridge; was thence in service during the
later
asentire siege of Yicksburg, was
signed to garrison duty and to guarding
111
Georgia, and was then with
a railro:.
1

Sherman

in

his ever

memorable march

to

participating in the siege and capHis regiment theme proture of Atlanta.
North Carolina, and
ceeded b
,

then by sea to Baltimore, whence it returned
south to Richmond, the Confederate capital,
in which vicinity the command wa
After vicat the time of Lee's surrender.
tory had
ri

crowned the Union arms Mr. Deneeded with his

command

to

Wash-

ington, where he participated in the grand
review of the victorious armies, the brave
boys of his regiment appearing in the same

and wearing the begrimed uniforms which
they had used during their march through
re< rgia and other sections of the south and
which were dignified by the service of the
weary but triumphant owners. Mr. DeMott was thus in service practically during
the entire course of the war, and he re-

He

me.

tention to farming in the Hoosier state until the outbreak of the Rebellion, when he

retains a vital in'i'

is

prominent and

a

iwn

in

popits

member

Grnd

of Bernard Post, No. 450, of the
Army of the Republic, at Sharon,
In politics

D mocratic

tin

faith

is

he gives his support to
and ins religious

party,

that of the United Brethren church,

is a member, and in
which he has served as a member of the
His fine farm of two
board of trustees.
hundred acres, upon which he has made excellent improvements in the way of sub-

of which his wife also

stantial

buildings,

and which

fences,

orchards,

etc.,

of exceptional fertility, is located in section 26, Sharon township, and
here he has not been denied a full measure
of success in his farming and stock raising,
is

having located here
is

known

as

a

man

year 1884. He
of true rectitude and
commands unqualified

in the

genuine worth and
confidence and esteem

in the

a immunity.

On

the 13th of April. 1889, Mr. DeMott was united in marriage to -Mrs. Minta

Lucinda Richardson) Bernard, widow of
Blan P. Bernard, who was a soldier in the
Union army during the Civil war and who
died in Barber county, Kansas, leaving
seven children. Mrs. DeMott was born in
Malon county, Missouri, the daughter of
William and Eliza J. Richardson, the
former of whom is deceased, while his
widow retains her home in Missouri. Mr.
and Mrs. DeMott have two daughters,
Bertha and Ella.
(

t

honorable discharge at Louisville, Kentucky, on the 17th of July, 1865.
His gallant service in the field had secured
him promotion to the office of orderly sergeant and later to that of first lieutenant,
ceived

his

FRED BEELER.
Honored and

respected by all, there is
no man in Jewell county who occupies a
more enviable position than Frederick
Beeler in business and financial circles, not
alone on acount of the brilliant success he

has achieved, but also on account of the
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untir

-

i

orms
determined

quired

in

tl

1

his

theii

in

to busi-

have

-lit

prosper-

d

in

the Jew

Lu

ell

and

financier

Mr.

Linn county,

;

private

M

and

Frederick

llarhide)

The

liana.

ther

who was

Btcupation,

r<

fanner and stock

a

m

dealings, he has never had a lawsuit, and he

fa-

with \\h

•

me

835, and

red

d left his famin

is

in

two and a half mil
and with possibly one exception
prominent and in-

w nship,

there died

ily

his

all

1

giving his chilHis wife
life.

g
start

ent

.

in

1

man

ial

in Jewell county.

|urvived
In his

subject

the

e

I

farm w<

rk.

with every department of

iar

was

[e

I

HAWK.

[LLI-P A.

i

Doming fami

set-

first

:

laving lo1S70, and

Vlay,

cated hei

Phillip

Haw

A.

living in Mankati

farmer

:tired

1

:

.

with rhe

ivil

war,

iminently ideu-

many

day- he met with
adventures peculiar to

D

lilied.

interesting

Brown

born in

eer

v

1

;i

23,

>

parents

his

[844.,

•

-

against the Indians, ivho were tin
uarried. in
Mr. B(
:

Margare:

have

fanny

a

Fred,

ester,

1

in

I

linent

S

J

e.

1870.

:

;

•bably

wealthiest

resident

of

He owns

ninety-seven hunland in Jewell and Mitchell
and. is knoAvn as the cattle king

nty.

,

the

-

voted to the
has attended

1

i8;N.

in

time being de-

days,

Upon

home

old

the

Phillip

Hawk

A.

was reared, and more than thirty years ago
he came to Kansas, crossing the Republican river into Jewell county on the 9th of
November, 1870. Here he has since made
his home, and the history of pioneer life
from actual experience,
is familiar to him
lie has killed buffaloes in this part of the
of the
state, and lived here at the time
>per

plague,

experiencing

all
:"

a

home n
•

-

the

;

fr<

ntier.

this

he

1

le

still

the

unding

secun
in

I

his

I

d in Illinois.

children,

four

:'

John and

In' the fall after locating here, in

'

1876 went
remaining

in

curring

resi-

Mr. Beeler pre-empted a tract of land, and
- attention
agricultural
once turned
b
pursuits.
His life here is
success, and he is to-day a very rich
at

105 _\ and

Mr. and Mrs.

ounty.
Beeler

namely:

I

Buckeye

the

a native of

Ionia

owns, although
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and has a nice home
lie also owns a valuable
land of ten and one-half
In addition he has three hundred and

w

living retired

Mankato, where

in

of

tract

little

acres.

twenty acres in Ionia township and his
farming operations have been crowned with
a high degree of success, owing to his industry and skillful management.
At the
time of the Civil war he laid aside all pertnsiderations and enlisted, at Ottawa, Illinois, "ii the 2d of August. 1862, as

member

a

Company

of

G,

One Hundred

and Fourth Illinois Infantry, under Captain Jonathan B. Mizner and Colonel A. B.

The regiment proceeded

MJ ore.

Miss Anna N. Clark, a native of Pennsylvania, and unto them have been born six
Lora N., Frank A., Guy G,
James C, Mildred and John R. W. His
children:

is that of the Republican part?
one term of two years he served

political faith

and

fi

r

ihip trustee of Ionia township.

of sterling worth, genial in dispocourteous and cordial in manner and
of unfaltering honesty in business affairs.
Such qualities have gained him warm
friendship and high regard and among
Jewell county he is
sition,

I

numbered.

to Louis-

d joined General Buell's command.
the 7th <>f December, 1862, the One
Hundred and Fourth Illinois was captured,
but the men ivere soon paroled and sent to

On

Camp

Chase,

(

)hio,

and afterward

to

Camp

here they guarded the
during, the winter if
the spring of the latter year they
joined the troops of General Rosecrans at
Nashville, the regiment being assigned to
the Fourteenth Army Corps.
From that
time until the close of hostilities Mr. Hawk
stantly engaged in the most strenirfare, beginning with the battle of
1

1

uglas

prisoners

:•

1

1

Chickamauga,
three times.

which he was

in

He

wounded

also participated in the en-

gagements at Lookout .Mountain. Missionary Ridge and the severe fighting connected
with the campaign and the siege and capture
Atlanta.
After the fall of that city
he went with General Sherman's army on
rated inarch to the sea. ending in
the week's fighting which decided the fate
of '.lie south and led to the campaign which
ended the war. He then started north, and
at the battle of Bentonville, North Carolina, was
h wounded by a bullet in the up] er part of the leg, which to1

tally

I

incapacitated

him for further

service.

then taken to the hospital at Madison. Indiana, where he received an honorable discharge n the 26th of May, 1865,
and with a mosl creditable military record
for bravery and loyalty lie returned to his
1

home.
Mr.

He

man

a

is

ISAAC W. TAPP.
Isaac \Y. Tapp, who is extensively engaged in agricultural pursuits and stockraising on his valuable and well improved
farm in Uhii n township, Kingman county,
a native son of the Hoosier state, his
having there occurred in -Johnson
county on the 2d of November, 1854. a son
of Evan M. and Elizabeth (Prichard)
The father, who is a veteran of
.Tapp.
the Civil war and a retired farmer on the
old homestead which he pre-empted on secUnion township, was born in
tion
19,
Holden county. Kentucky, March 3. 1824.
a -on of William and Mary Tapp, both naThe
Culpeper county, Virginia.
grandrather was a farmer by occupation,
and irl an early clay he removed to Kentucky, remaining in that comim mwealth until
1832, when he took up his abode near
is

birth

Franklin, in Johnson county. Indiana, there
clearing a farm of eighty acre-.
On that

farm he spent
sing
tist

the remaining years

away

1

E

his

Bapworthy and

in the faith of the

church, of which he was a
member, while in his political
a stanch supporter of the

consistent

views he was

Democracy. He became the father
namely: Richard T., who died

children,

in

Indiana; Sarah A., who became the wife of
Cleavurs Swift, also of that state: Lucy,

who married William Davenport and made
her home in Indiana: Evan M.,
1'

Hawk

was united

in

marriage

to

of

1

vr subject

;

dio became the

EVAN

M. TAPP.

GRAPHICAL HIS
wife of

a;

<

parried

ero

:

bed.

who

Mary,

.iii.l

the)

afterward

>unty, [llin< !>.

where she

hn Rephart, and

J<

H

si

.

I

I

.

W.i.

arrh ing in
September.

sas,

ing

.

Evan M. L'app, the only sun ivi u
pnce large famih was rean
turity in Johnson county, Indiana,
years oi
until he was
v eldest son at In ma' he was

law

in

in

scto

full week at a time.
On the 20th of Dewas united in marriage to
Elizabeth Prichard, a native also of Johnson county, Indiana, and a daughter of
Walker D. and Nancy (Walker) Prichard.
\\ hen the tn uble between the north and
the country into civil war

cemlier. [848, he

,.

Mr. Tap]

ffered his services in

tin-

banner, becoming- a
F, Fifth Indiana Cav-

starry

mpany
alry,

entering the rank-, as a private, but
ful and meritorious service he was

soon pn

position of corporal.
ember he
July until the
scouting and skirmishing
in eastern Kentucky, but in that month he
injured b\ a horse falling

I

1

BB65,

ital

serving in the

service,

Receiving an
ii.ee.
harge on the 29th of June,
rapp then returned to his wife
ho had remained at the »ld
where he again took up the

;

lr.

1

j

'

as

,

received

he could in his

1

From

ion.

while

his

in

the

injury

in

I

:teen

miles.

sixty

id

rem wed

this
a

distance

of

fifty-fiv<

hiring the following year he placed
his land under cultivation,

I

vated land of any settler in the neighfo
lis present residence wa
hi od.
in [886, and here he has ever since made
1

1

although the place is now owned
by his son, Isaac W., the father be
able to perform any active labor.
The union of Mr. and Mrs. Tapp was
blessed with eight children, tive of whom
passed away in infancy and in childhood,
.

.

who still survive are: Isaac, the
i this review: Emma, the wife of
Huston; and Jennie, the wife of
e

W*.

C.

Elmer Bainum,

of

Aha, Oklahoma.

The

in
issed away
loving wife and
death on the 9th of August, [895, but in
are
friendfamily
and
her
the hearts of
enshrined man} pleasant memories of her
remains with
and her influence
cracy receives Mr. Tapp's hearty support and coI

religious

him with the
active worker

Baptist
in

faith

church, he being an

the cause
e

immediate

view, was but twelve year
n their

removal

b

1"'

1

ner of
In 1883 he again disp

and the

dwelling wa

acres of

In

Illinois, where he purchased a small
1farm and there made his home for the
lowing four '.ears, on the expirai
which peri' id lie returned 1 Jasper
:

twelve by
.

in

most of which he planted with corn, and
ed up the largest amount of culti-

is.

county.

small farm.

>ut,

Eeet,

used

when he
.

1

residence

firsl

g

.1

1

army, he

-ince been a constant sufferer.
•'

His

10.

,

v

and
Kan-

;

1

upon him, which incapacitated him from
further held duty and he was then trans-

to

tin

1

1

:

came
in

1

from Hutchinson,

attend

to

11,

.

he was permitted

>

i'

Hu

Mr.

quarter of section
one-roo
was

life

in

In

24, Rural township, which is now owned
ap
by W T. Cannan, while Mr.
iur subier of the land on v hii
the
on
ited
ject still

obliged to assist in the wi rk
me farm, and thus his advantages
fur securing an education were
Imited and he cannot recall a time when
early

I

lutchinson

1

lily

i!

,

a

year,

ana.

and then,

in his

he returned with the famih
Being the only son in the family and

his fathei

a

remained

with his

parent-

until
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when he came to Kingman
Kansas, here pre-empting a farm
est quarter of se
Rural township, but while cultivating his
land he made his home with' his father, who
had become the owner of a farm in Union
In 1887, after placing fifty acres
of his land under cultivation. Air. Tapp, of
[883,

county,

,\

I

[>.

tract to

is

become the

Lomestead farm,
since followed general
place being
g,
a high grade of short-horn
of the mosl prominent

where he
farming
with
cattle.

Hi

and
and

undertakings have met with

influential agriculturists of his locality,
his

deserved succ
On the 10th

a well

1895, he
was united in marriage to Evaline Pryor,
born in Xoble county, Ohio. In
3
1895 sne came with her parents, Isaac and
McConnell) Pryor, to the SunAir.

state.

November,

of

and

Pryor now

Airs.

Alva, Oklahoma. Our
make
subject and wife have become the parents

home

their

of three children,

M.

Iris

Air.

— Hazel

es,

Dell,

Tapp has been

and has served

1

.

in

while

f<

r

Claude and
a

life-long

in all of the

town-

ten consecutive years

he was treasurer of the school board and
In the fall of 1899 he was
inues.

made

the trustee of

Union township,

in

which position he served for one term. In
ial relations he is a member of Cunningham Lodge. No. 431, I. O. O. F., of
which he is past noble grand, and has many
times represented his lodge in the grand
le also holds membership relations
with the Modern Woodmen of America, of
Cunningham'.
I

been acquired through his own efwhat cxn be accomplished
letermination, diligence an
business judgment. Air. Drake was born in
Polk county, Kentucky, and represents an
old Virginia family, noted for industry, honesty
and courage.
His father, Larkin
Drake, was born March 10, [829, in Tazewell county, Virginia, while the grandfaur subject was William
Drake,

have

all

also a native of the

Old Dominion, whence

he removed to the Blue Grass state and
remaining days.
The anthe family, however, can be
traced still further back to three brothers
England and took up their abode
ui
Virginia prior to the Revolutionary^

there spent his

I

u ar.

Larkin Drake was reared to m
under the parental roof in Virginia and
Kentucky, and when he had attained to
united in marriag
LesteH
linda Lester, a
entucky on the ntl
aving two children. Beverly]
L., of this review, and Th
|
Father was afterward
again married and by the second uni
•

;

1

two

who
away, and John H., who is
Oklahoma Territory. The

children. Air-. Williams,

passed

a

resi-

father

>n the farm which is
died in
now occupied by our subject, when sixtythree years of age. He was a Denr crat in
1

.

1

his political affiliations in early life and
became a Populist. He held
membership in the Baptist church, served
as it- clerk and in other official positions]
and was a man of unqualified integrity and

afterward

who commanded

who knew

the esteem of

all

him.

Beverly L. Drake was reared in Kentucky 11 the old family homestead and was
early taught the value of industry and perseverance in the active affairs of life. His
1

E.

A

fine

L.

farm of

DRAKE.
six

known and

successful cattle

portion

the

of

state

received in the public

hundred and forty

acres in Barber county is the property of
E. L. Drake, his home being on section 12,
Hazelton township. He is one of the well

and

men

his

of this
possessions

and

in

the year
his

1S77 he came to
abode in Morris

county, where for eight years he engaged
In 1885" he arrived in Barber
in farming.
o untv and has now one of the best farms

BlOURAriiiiAL H1ST0R1
>nship, comprising six hun-

ted am;

lable land,

view

is

km

children was called to

farmer, and

.iccessfui

>

I

ments are extensive.
In 1683 Mr. Drake was united in marMiss Nannie Watts, a daughter
the honored and
of H. P. Watts, one
Barber county.
prominent pioneers of
Three children have been born of their
Clarence Stanley, Maude
uiiH'ii, namely:
The family enid Fannie Lucille.
joys the warm regard of many friends
throughout this portion of the state. Mrs.
Drake is a member of the Methodist church
and is a lady of excellent characteristics.
Mr. Drake is well known for his sturdy
in business, his enterprise and his
capable management and it is through these
qualities that he has won an enviable posiIn manner he is cortion in trade circles.
dial and genial and as a citizen he is inter[11

m;

;

on hand from three
hundred head of cattle and his ship-

W.

e

Scott spent
his father's

i.

farm

Ohi

in

.

In 1861, at the breaking out of the Civil
war, he loyally responded to the call of his

1

ripany

Ohio Volunteer Infantry,

tghtieth

Mating under Colonel Ecklej
thews. His military career covered a period
of three years, and during that time he parPittsburg Landticipated in
1

I

Jackson and many
others.
His service extended as far south
and during the latter part of
the siege he was detailed to drive a govAfter the
ernment wagon to Savannah.
Corinth,

ing.

:

Iuka.

.

3

iie

returned

I

but in 18O5 he left that state for Illilocating near Bloomington, hi McLean county. In 1877 he continued his
n
to Kansas, locating
.

that pertains to the public wel-

improvement.

r.d

>nd at

th<

ig

-

1

in political

and afterward a Republican. The
age oi sixty-four
away
and both she and her husl
in the faith of the United Brethren church,
temlich they had

in this portion of the state,
being an excellent judge of stock, which
enables him to make judicious purchases

cattle dealers

to live

of ilarri-

1

these

atered and excellently adap
ill
develgrain and st< ck-raisii
d to him good harvests and

he

the

in

.

Civil

[t
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.

<

farm of one hundred and

Kingman

unship,

>RGE W. SCOTT.

and there

iie is

engaged

in general

-

county,

farming

ck- raising.

numbered among

Scott is
ie rge W.
the veterans of the Civil war and is a leading representative of the agricultural interHe was born
ests of Kingman county.
near Mansfield.. Harrison county, Ohio, in
His
183 v and is of Scotch-Irish descent.
(

father, James Scott, also claimed Harrison
county as the place of his nativity, and he
was there reared and married, choosing for
was born
his wife Miss Jane Scott, whi
near Steubenville. Ohio. She was a daughter
Si
Irish descent.
of Charles
:

and Mrs. Scott were born

the
Catherine, deceased
g children
William, deceased; George W., of this re1

r.

:

:

While a resident of Illiu
was united in marriage to Maria Goss, a
native of Guernsey county, Ohi". and a
Thomas Goss. Both he and
wife died in Illinois, and their son,
Thomas, Jr., was a soldier in the Civil war.
n of Mr. and
ee children bless
Pierson, Walter and Mollie.
.Mrs. Scott,
The wife and mother was accidentally
killed 'in 1896, and later the father married,
in Kansas, Martha Lester, a native of Ohio.
Mr. Scott is a member of Rankin Post. G.
A. R.. in which he maintains pleasant relaHis
old army comrades.
g mentality, broad sympathy and charE

1

—
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and

ity

his

social qualities

have rendered

him very popular and won him the respect
and esteem of many with whom he has
been associated

the

in

active

pursuits

of

the time of Lee's surrender.
At Fort
Ethan Allen, Virginia, he was mustered
out August 18, 1805.
A brave soldier boy,
his enrage was equal to that of many vetat

erans of twice his years.

lite.

The war being over Mr. Walker
in Xew York until 1867, when

WILLIAM

P.

mained
went to

WALKER.

Illinois,

where he remained

re-

he

for a

DeKalb county. Subsequent]
in Xewburg, Mitchell county,

year, living in

Frum the da\ s of early pioneer developin Jewell county William P. Walker
has been engaged in agricultural pursuits
within four miles of Mankato, where he
has a very line farm of two hundred and
lie is one of the citizens that
forty acres,
the Empire state has furnished to Kansas,
his birth having occurred in St. Lawrence
His facounty, New York, July 9, 1848.
ther. Christopher Walker, was born in the
ment

same

state

and there resided

when he came

until

1874,

Kansas,
where he has since lived, being one of the
representative farmers of Limestone township,
fie married Delila Frasier, a native
to

Jewell

county,

Vermont, who also survives.
On the old family homestead in the east
Walker spent his youth, and
to the public school system of St. Lawrence county he is indebted for the educaHe was only
tional privileges he enjoyed.
sixteen years of age, when, on the 2d of
of

William P.

1864, be offered his services

January,

Union and joined Company

the

I,

to

Second

Connecticut
Heavy Artillery, at New
Haven, Connecticut. The regiment was assigned to duty in the infantry service, First
Division,
Second Brigade, Sixth Army
Corp>. of the Army of the Potomac.
Mr.
Walker's service was in the defense of the

The first hard batwhich he took part was at Cold HarFrom there he went
June 1, 1S64.
to Petersburg, the flag of his regiment becity

of Washington.

tle in

bor.

ing the
city.

first

that

He was

chester and in

was planted

in the captured

also with Sheridan at
all

Win-

the battles in the "Shen-

alley.
Although he enlisted late
war he was in fourteen important
.

in

the

and skirmishes, serving through the
sanguinary conflicts that marked the closf the Rebellion, and was present

battles

ly

he resided

Iowa, and thence went to Bristol in the
same county, remaining there for three
years.
In 1872 he came to what is now his

home

Jewell county, Kansas, thus beof the pioneer settlers here.
tract of wild land he has developed

in

coming
From a

one

a desirable

farm of two hundred and forty

acres, the rich fields returning golden har-

vests for the care

and labor bestowed upon

them.

In connection with the cultivation
of the cereals best adapted to this climate

he

also

is

engaged

in

stock-raising.

His

me is situated in Limestone township,
four miles southwest of Mankato.
I lis father and several brothers live near him,
forming what is known as the Walker
neighborhood. The subject of this review
is familiarly known as Will Walker, and is
accounted one of the most prominent agriHis
culturists of his part of the county.
fellow townsmen, recognizing his worth and
pubhim
ability, have frequently called
to
lic
bice, and he has served acceptably as
hi

1

clerk, treasurer, trustee and jusdischarging his duties with
promptness and fidelity. He has been the
guiding spirit of the school board as well
as in other township affairs, ever guarding
the interests of the citizens with a zealous
and watchful care. By his business ability
and tact he has saved" to the taxpayers a
considerable amount of money.
For nine-

township

tice of the peace,

teen

years

he has served as clerk of the

and the cause of education
him a warm friend.
Mr. Walker was united in marriage, m

school

district

finds in

Iowa, Mardh 23. 1870. to Miss
Thompson, a native of \\ isconsin, and unto
them were born five children
Myrtle,
:

Clarence, Viva, Louis and George Clifford.
The mother was called to her final rest in
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March,

A'as

i

mourned by

ilv.

tor

t)

>1

Mr. Walker holds
1st church and is

and mind.

eart

an earnest Christian gentleman.
neighbors he
his
i

.

\\ ith the

built

the

church of that denomination in his neighand u was completed withi ut debt.
He i- now serving as one of its stewards
le
eep interest.
and in its
relationships with his
.

I

.>ldann\ o mrades through his membership
with Mankato Post, G. A. R., of which he
Enterpriswas formerly the commander.
ti
ing and 3uo essful in business,
of
wh
defense
fearless
in
purp se,
jitt. he is held in the highest

md and may
itizen

i

died

'eter

I

i

£

lew

be accounted a
county.

well
ell

when

Bavaria,

in

her immedi

in [879, al
le
nine war.., [eaA ing a w >
father of these children
>is,

l

The

son.

farmer
left

lie

[Him

in

his

four

I

able difficult}

a

development and
One such is Daniel Haury, a
y.
farmer of section 13. Halstead township.
Daniel Haury was born in Bavaria,
and J onn
Germany. Octobei
5,
1845,
Haury, his father, was born there in 1819.
influence

er came to America in 1856, bringing his family and locating in Clinton county. Illinois.
The voyage across the ocean,
in an old-fashioned sailing vessel, consumed
twenty-nine day-.
John Haury married
Mary Schmidt about 1S43. She was born
in Bavaria, and died in 1873. in
illim is.
At the time f her marriage to
.

1

Mr. Haury she was a widow- with three
children.
She bore Mr. Haury four sons
and a daughter, the oldest
f
vvb
Daniel, who is the immediate subject of
1

tch.

Samuel

The next

in order of birth

sub-

new world. Eventually
ame th< wner oi one bundi ed and
fifty acre- of good land in Illinois, forty
acres of w inch be bought at twentj -five dol1

lars,

1

the rest

at

fifty

dollars, an acre.

He

m

sold that property in 1874, at fn
fift) to
ars an acre, and in March, [875,

he and

bis

Kansas,

on
township,

settled

el

Halstead
which

[3,

1

I

is

now

I

Harvey

the latter'

home.
Daniel i latin began his education in his
native land and had A ; b
ti
1

ing in Illinois after his arrival in America,
but by every-day intercourse with
him and by persistent and
thoughtful reading he has ai q
e
the English languag
was married in .March. [871,
Anna M.
Strohm, a native of Ba
.me with
her parent- to the United State- in [853.
When he arrived in Kansas he had six hunars m mi mey, which he ha
farming his father's land in Illinois.
H
father at his death left eighteen thousand
dollars.
He bought a section of land in
>ur dollars
falstead townshi
an acre and at the tirm
ov\ ned
three quarter sections.
He loaned
i

ny has given to Harvey county.
Kansas, many citizens who have exerted a
potent

.1

stantia] start in the

1

DANIEL HAURY

was

Bavaria, Germany, and when he
native land for America had only
irs, and n w as m 1 with-

in

1"

1

t

-

I

I

1

ten per cent and. when tl
could not pay he permits I
years and then settled
per cent.

at

1

1

1

1

at eight

it

which
the home of hi
he came
Kansas and was a member of the Mennonite company which bought thirty thou-

is

11

now

to

land.

was

physician and surgeon, who is
practicing his profession at Newton, Kansas.
Mary, the third child, is the wife of
Stauffer, of St. Louis, Missouri.
Christian, the fourth in order of birth, diet
S.. a

f<

[r.

was

township
'.

188]

he

1

ne-sti

built

structure,

and

>ries

a

an

Haury

in

i

I

additii na

1891 built an
high,
covering a
in

i

twenty-tw©-by-twentyry frame buildi
addition
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The
space of sixteen by thirty-two feet.
building
rests
on a stone foundation
and has a cellar under every part of it.
His first barn was a sixteen-by-twentyfour-foot shanty, which served as a stable
At this time he has one
for his horses.
barn with fourteen-foot posts, which covers
d space of thirty-two by forty-two
feet, and another one covering a ground
space of thirty-two by fifty-two feet, which
He has a granary on
;n 1899.
which covers a ground
his home farm,
thirty-two by twenty-six feet, and
He has also
3ts.
several other granaries on that and his
His corn-cribs on the homeother farms.
stead have a capacity of five thousand
bushels, and at this time he has on hand
seven thousand bushels of wheat and about
three thousand bushels of corn and oats,
and he has harvested an aggregate of eleven
bushels of different cereals in one
about one hundred head
litis

d

He

season.

of Hereford and and Shorthorn cattle of
good grades, and about thirty head of
horses, sixteen horses being required to opHe keeps from one hunerate his farm.
dred to one hundred and fifty Poland-

in the Northwestern University
School,
Chicago.
Medficall
Illinois,
and
expects to' be graduated with the degree of Medical Doctor with the class
of 1904.
Bertha S. is a member of the

student

class

<

we'll

supplied with wire fence and Osage hedge.
He is recognized as one of the neatest and
most thi rough farmers in Kansas, and of
elegant farms in Harvey county
his and those of his neighbors, John W.
Ruth and Andrew McBurnev, are the best.

many

the

Haury

died February 28, 1SS4.
leaving seven chilRichard F. Haury, the eldest son,
dren
is a student at the Northwestern Univer.Mrs.

aged

thirty-five

years,

:

Chicago, Illinois, and will graduate
with the class of 1902. Edwin J. is an industrious young man of much promise,
who as ti farmer is making money for his
He was educated at
father and himself.
and at Bethel College, at Newton,
Kansas.
Albert P. is a bookkeeper in a
Aw ton, Kans
Sai
D. is a
sity.

'

'

at

Bethel

College,

New-

who has received a
is a member of her faCarl F.. now eighteen

Stella,

collegiate education,

household.
years old. is a student at Bethel College,
ther's

Newton, Kansas. Mr. Haury married
Miss Elizabeth Dester, of Lee county,
Iowa, in June, 1885, and she has borne him
six children, who are here mentioned in
at

the sequence of their nativity:
Mary A.,
who .lied at the age of three years;

Laura E. who is now fourteen years old;
Ella F. Irma D. John H., who died at the
age of two years and six months; and Paul
G., who is two years old.
Mr. H amy's parents were Mennonites
and he joined their church at the age of
sixteen years and has long been one of its
;

;

elders.
lie is

Politically he

is

a Republican, but

not a violent partisan or even an active

politician,
office of

but

he has been called to the

school director, which he has

faithfully

China swine. Fruit has commanded his attention to some extent and he has an orchard of one hundred and fifty apple trees.
iie own- in all eight hundred and sixty
acres of land, divided into four farms,

1902,

i

Kansas.

ton,

and

filled

elticientlv.

ELIJAH GRACE.
One

of the prosperous and prominent
farmers of Ottawa county is Elijah Grace,
who resides in Fountain township, near

He was born near Cairo, Massac
county, Illinois, October 4, 1837, and is
one of seven children, four sons and three
daughters, horn unto Allen and Charlotte
Two of the daughters
(Flearny) Grace.
The father
of the family are yet living.
of
Kentucky
and his parents
was a native
were natives of North Carolina, but the
Ada.

On
Grace family is of German lineage.
the maternal side our subject is of Scotch
Allen
Grace emigrated in tn
descent.
North Carolina to Massac county, Illinois,
subject
in the year 1813, and there our
spent his youth upon the home farm. Afler
attaining his majority he entered upon an
independent business career, working as a
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farm hand

fi

month.

thirti

r

"255

situatii

.'
,

Jesome and

1

frequentl) had to seek safety in Mil

in a flour

-it

win

mill,

which was considered high wages

him

to

when away

.'ml

1

at that

Mr. G

m

I

_

ai

1

:iiy.

[871

1,

by three companions, Mr. .race proceeded
le
hundred miles westward to engage in buffalo hunting
1

Kentucky,
her mar-

in

[843, but

During the winter of

when he married

1861,

..

way

that

[lli-

md

1

11

land w iih the mi -ney which

Mr.

he had saved.
Bquipmei

Illinois,

i

•

1

Iffi'ii

of

In-

d ming toward then:.

i

to
thi

1

tipanied by a friend, a
Mr. Lancaster, who wished to go to Kansas
Ind drove the \ team for Mr. Grace. They
left

in

r>

[868, when he Fx1
nd an ox team and with his
Kansas.
.

dians

following agricult-

n

;

id

farm

red

be

at*

fifl

»u1

ntgh in surround them.

Realiz-

ing their danger Mr. Grace and his comrade started for their camp, notifying the
other two men of their party and then procuring all their ammunition the)
took
efuge in a ravine, which ran a si
tance into the foothills.
Mr.
ti
ned two of the men
e mouth
of the ravine and one in the center, while
he kept a
;

<

i

I

stream,
ere they

the

entering

,

where Kansas
ere

Mr. Grace rented
is

m

f

the

;

n

i

'

house

a

ime he located
untain
I

hill

with

side
•rived at

a claim in what

1

were

lined

chief at the
afraid to venture

down

k

loi

Indian

1

until they

their

gulch, but
to

The

ravine.

round, coming

-

in

time Mr. (irace

By

the ravine.
close

la)

ii]

head of the

meanbrow ol

In the

to

the

tunc he realized that there
were ah >ut twenty-fh
ind that
some bold action musl be taken or their
the

hill.

this

1

In

the

of r868 he rey> 'iu
n an adIn
rilberl Laird.

fall

1

:

joining

by

ivned
a

(

Mr. Grace cut
g house

the winti

substantial

li

claim, an

1

:

the

1

n

his

his family

The

new home.

us in this part

uld

1

ften

ners of their
inter

Mr.
Ives

(

Irace
for

rub against

hi >use.

1

>ur-

bunted

buff;

their

meat

th;

re the
-

'

warriors

skin-,

secur-

isoning.

The

would be of short duration, for the
Indians were all armed w it]; g
and arrows. Just as the chief wa
to approach nearer to the brow of the hill
where he could have a view of the ravine,
Mr. Grace raised him
and with
cocked gun demanded the chief to
arms, an order which he seemed to understand^ for hi
and commanded his
lives

Mr. Grace
around hii

only pa
f ir
these they

they

wen

was

was

in

liar

-

order

ii

ti

lid

force of the whites

force,

his
men
know the

and probably
d, and as their chief
ey obeyed his
n

entire

not

twenty-seven in

marched the
all,

to

their
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camp, fed them all they could eat and while
they were thus feasting devised a
disposing of their prisoners.
The;
eluded to confiscate their ammunition and
rder them to take their guns and go.
then
After receiving a promise from the chief
that he and Ins men would not molest them
march out of the cabin
file toward their camp, which they
ten miles to the west,
where were encamped eighty braves, twenty
squaws and thirty pappooses. Our subject
and his companii ns escorted them some distance and then returned to their camp, as
night was approaching.
They ke]
all night and in the early dawn broke camp
i

I

and went

Kerwin's camp on the Union
which was then being
built, and from that pi int proceeded to Salina, where the;
dispi sed of their buffalo
robes, wolf and coyote -kins and buffalo
hams, realizing about two hundred dollars
from their hunt.
During the years 1870-1 Mr. Grace had
to move his familj several time to .Minneapolis on account of the raids of the Arapahoes and Cheyenne Indians, and they had
continually to be on .their guard, always
going armed with gun and revolver. Mr.
trace limited buffaloes and engaged in fannme extent during the years [8723-4-5 and as the buffaloes were then becoming scarce he gave up the former pursuit, devoting his entire attention to agricultural pursuits and cattle raising, having
in the meantime gathered quite a herd of
cattle.
During these years he marketed his
crops at Salina and Concordia.
He has
been quite successful in his business affairs,
quite extensively in range cattle
and thus materially increasing his income.
He has accumulated property rapidly, adding to the homestead several hundred acres.
buying .small tracts at a time. He now has
one hundred and eighty acres in
rated on either side of First creek, with
fine timber for a windbrake for the cattle.
Pacific

to

railroad,

I

i

1

The

larger part of his land is cultivable.
a section of pasture land in
Lincoln county, a few miles from his home

He

also has

place,

owning

this

in

partnership with his

si

ii.

E.

J.

Grace.

In connection with his

and Will, he conducts his
extensive farms and handles about one
hundred and fifty head of cattle, a large
number of hogs and about twenty head of
horses.
The principal crop raised is cona
tw«

ns,

51

I.

E.

tli,
some small grain.
3
In 1883 Mr. Grace and his family were
pon to mourn the loss of the wife
and mother, who died on the 27th of January of that year. They had ten children,

but

bom

twi

namely
is

in

Illinois

B. F.,

:

married and

and eight

in

who was born May

Kansas,
7,

1864,

Ottawa ci unty, and
E., born June 7, 1867,.

lives in

has three children; J.
is
assi ciated with his father in business;
Laura, born October 1. 1869, is the wife of
Frank Cline, of Stanton township, Ottawa
county,
and they have two children;
Phomas \ born May 3, 1871, is engaged
.,

in the livery business, is

married and lives
and has two children; Hattie A.,
born April 1, 1873, is tlie wife of Harry
Meixell, of Denver, Colorado, by whom
she has two children, and who is superintendent of the Colorado Ammonia & Chemj
1

1875.

ipany; Olive May, born April 2,
the wife of Ed Mountain, a farmer

is

residing two and a half miles east of Ada,
by whom she has three children Florence
Mary, who was born February 8, 1877, s
the wife of F. Sechrist, of Fountain township, and they have two children; William
was born May 22, i8;<j; Lena Julia, born
September 2, 1881, is the wife of Fr.ank
Fountain township, Ottawa county, and they have two children
and Erhe
A., the youngest of the family, was bora
January 27, 1883, and is still living at
home. She is acting as her father'- house}
keeper, and is a young lady of culture and
;_

'

1

:

refinement,
cation and

who
is

has acquired a g <i eduversed in music.
The
g od residence, containing

well

family home is a
six rooms.
Upon the farm are good barns,
and other substantial farm buildings, and the place is fenced
and cross]
fenced.
There is also a bearing orchard of
several hundred trees, and this well imcorrals

proved farm is a monument
and thrift of the owner.

to the enterprise
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Mr. (.race has also been quite prominent
township
IK
Fountain tow nship and was

in public affairs.
,

i

the

f

ip

ield.

;

treasurer

township

1

[e

For

school dis-

lir^t

Fountain

i

i

held the office of
Eour consecutive

I

now

with the Populisl
barty and warmly advocates it- principles,
best elethat they contain the
Le belongs
good gi v( rnment.
is

allied

1

church of Ada and always
support to every movement and

B

iptist

s

which he believes

From

general good.

prove of

will

pioneer days he has
ity

and

his

name

rably interwoven with its history.
a representative of the honored
is
itizens who in frontier times came
laid the foundation for its
|

gress.

(II A FIX.

WILL

The accomplishment of a purpose, the
How much that
achievement of success!
There is no man living who
have some object in life, and yet
w few realize their hopes, some from lack
close application, others from a want of
man.

hi
:'
,

ivhile

still

In

ambition.

ever,

ced

his

all

others need the spur of
that

goes to

make

sue-

Mr. Chapin is well equipped,
dependence upon the subindefatigable labor and.

ed

perseverance, and his efforts, guidby sound judgment, have brought to
sperity.

firm of Chap'in

He

is

now

Brothers,

a

of

member

of the

Minneapolis,

Kansas, who are extensively engaged in
the milling business both in this place and
in Delphos, Kansas.
Will Chapin was born in Lake Geneva.
Wisconsin, in 1855, and is a son of Jacob
The family
and Anna (Huson) Chapin.
79

J

7

and the line can be
England in the year [694,
of th
America and platted the pr

when

back to

repi esei

>\

Chapin.

as the
In

Am

Massachusetts.

Springfield,

t86o

renowned
a

n Samuel

>eao

1

reunion

Springfield,

was ascertained

1

which time

at

the

il

that there weri

nts of the founder- of the familj

E

ivrat.' l>ut

2

lineage,

glish

traced

in

ami has also held district school offices, ever
ng his duties with promptness and
>eme was formerly a

1

new world.

The

in

father of our subject

was bom in Heath. Massachusetts, in 1821,
and was a farmer by occupation. In the year
a, where
In [893 hi- w idow came
he died in 1S75.
She was \r rn in Collins, Erie
to Kansas.
county. Xew York, in [826, and
lives with her daughter. Mrs. Sweet, of DelKansas. She had four children:
phos,
Adelle. the wife of II. H. Sweet, a resi-

dent of Delphos,

who

mill with the firm of

gene

L..

who

is

is

interested in

Chapin Brother-

the senior

member

:

the

Eu-

of the

firm, and is living in Minneapolis; Will;
and Alice M., the wife of Louis Jordan, who
makes his home in Minneapolis.
Will Chapin was only five years
when he left his native state and with his
There he pursued
parents went to Iowa.
his preliminary education in a log schoollater was for two terms
dent in the high school at Tripoli. Iowa.
When he was twenty years of age his father died and he then assumed the management of the home farm, which he operated
until 1878, when he came to Kansas, arriving in Minneapolis with only six dollar- in
He also had a team of old
his pocket.
horses, and here he began his career by
hauling and doing other odd jobs. Later he
In 1880 he entered into
began draying.

house and

partnership with his brother, for tl
demanded more team-. Business was ear»f
under the firm name
Dray Company, which style was
Their
business
assumed ten years ago.
steadily increased and nine teams
In 1887 they exfor draying purposes.
tended the field of their operations by establishing a coal and feed yard, with a large
1

Brothers'

\
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feed barn in connection,

known

as the

Big

Red Barn.

In 1890 they disposed of all
their business and erected the mill, which
They started with a
they now operate.
capacity of sixty barrels of flour per day,
but owing to their increasing trade have
been obliged to enlarge their facilities until
the mill now has a daily capacity of one
hundred and ten barrels.
In 1893, at a
cost nf twelve thousand dollars, they erected
a mill at Delphos, with a capacity of one
hundred and twenty-live barrels, and they
paid eight thousand dollars for the water
power. Their milling business has already
reached extensive proportions and is steadily increasing, owing to the splendid qualf
ity
the flour which they manufacture
and their straightforward business dealings.
For the past ten years the Chapin Borthers
have dealt largely in cattle and hugs, and
in 1900 they fed over five hundred head of
1

cattle.

They

also

own

forty acres of land,

upon which the mill stands. They employ
nineteen men and their expenses in 1900
were fifteen thousand dollars, but on their
invested capital they realize a good profit,
and are annually adding to their possessions.
They ground in the last year one hundred
and seventy-five thousand bushels of wheat
and did a business amounting to one hundred and twenty thousand dollars. The firm
of Chapin Brothers take high rank among
the business

men

their enterprise

Ottawa county, and

of

and

efforts

ted not alone to their

have contribu-

individual

success,

but have also been a means of promoting
the general prosperitv.
On the 27th of March, 1S81. Will Chapin was married to Ida May, daughter of

Her
E. B. and Martha (Hodgins) Crews.
father. a native of Barnesville, Ohio, was
born September 24, 1839. and was descended
In the year
from an old Quaker family.
1865 he removed from Ohio to
there engaged in farming for five years,
after which he took up his abode upon a
farm near Yankton. Dakota.
He was a
prominent factor in political circles, and
had pronounced views on the temperance
and labor questions, being always found on
For two
the side of reform and progress.
I

terms he represented his county in the state
legislature, and was an active member of
the body, leaving the impress of his forceful
individuality

upon the

legislature

of

the

He

proposed the age of consent bill,
and ever championed the cause of the laboring men and of all measures which he
believed would prove of uniform value and
benefit. While in Dakota he served as master of the state grange.
In 1876 he came
to Kansas, locating in Delphos and soon his
fitness lor leadership won him prominence
state.

and secured

his election to the general assembly, as before mentioned.
In 1893 he
went to Oregon and remained two years,
and went from there to Harriman, Tennessee, where he was killed.
A derrick near
a building in course of construction struck
him on the head and death followed instantly.
Thus was terminated an honorable
and useful career. His wife was born in
Chesterfield. Ohio, and was also of Quakes
ancestry.
Her birth occurred in 1842, and
in Iowa, in 1866, --he was called to her final
rest.
By this union were born four children: Ida May, now the wife of Mr. Chapin; Hattie, who married C. E. Randolph]
a school teacher of Xeosho county, Kansas; Emily, the deceased wife of Myron
Gifford, of Grand Junction, Colorado; and
Willie, who died in infancy.
After the
death of his first wife the father of this family was again married, his second union, in

1868, being with Martha Doudna. They
Clara, wife of Isaal
had f. »ur children
Smith, a railroad man of Pueblo, Colorado;
Ernest, a farmer of Iowa; Royal, who went

alsi

:

1

a bugler in the Spanish-American
a
war. and afterward located in the south;
and Earl, who died in infancy.
Mrs. Chapin 1- a lady of culture and refinement and presides with pleasing manner
over their hospitable home. She completed
-

her literary education in the high school of
Minneapolis. Four children have been born
uiit'
our subject and his wife: Melvin R.,
who was horn in 1882, is employed in his
father's mill, but will soon enter up< >n a it—
erary course of study in the State Agricultural College, at Manhattan, Kansas, being
1

1

well

prepared for this

by

a

three-years'
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high sch< ol of Minm
born in July, [883, and
a student in the high soon enter upon a
his native t< \vn, \\i

bourse

the

in

:

l

tan
cultural

Bom

illeg<

i

:

rews,

1

<

Irace

I

1885, and

Jul).

in

born

in

[arriet,
at

is

[894,

A.gri

A

few

1

1

I

1

mprising

exc<

[is

hundred and sixty

«>ne

acre-,

is

located

in

I

nversing with

grandfather, Mr. Chapin discovered that the venerable old gentleman
and Mrs. Chapin's maternal grandmother

had

has had the w isdom to take advat
nd to win success ere
life has been

Vinita to)
ell
improved
been brought to a high state of cu

c

family.

the

his

number is the subject of this review, who
came to Kansas in early manhood and who

I

v

home; and

259

paternal

sweethearts

hee:;

in

early

life.

'The

however, were separated and long
years afterward their grandchildren met and
married,
ous of the romance of
Mr. Chapin and his wife
-tors.
are active members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and Mr. Chapin has

mmunity
which he has lived and labored.
His
farm is located on section 36, and his post-

in

eney.

families,

Mr. Sinsley
stone

is

KeyWestmore-

a native of the old

stat<

in

n
,

4th of

e

1

'

Jerintendent of the Sabbath-schoi
In politics he is a stanch
en years.
Republican, and for fifteen years he has

member

of Minneapolis L< dge, No.
He also belongs to DelO. O. F.
ghos - dge, No. 5, Si ins and Daugl
lodge he instituted.
Such
in brief is the life history of one of the
active and enterprising citizen- of Ottawa county
a man who has
himself an honorable place in the
,-ho has ably discharged all the du-

been a
|5S,

!.

!

—

.

[861

Sinsley, the

was h-rn

in

Pennsylvania,

German)
she

fi

irmer of

and the

whom

latter

in

being the daughter of

John Lowe, likewise a native of that state.
John Sinsley was reared and educated in
the fatherland, whence he came to America
when a young man. locating in Pennsylvania, where he has since maintained his
home, devoting his attention to agricultural
pursuits and being one of the reliable and
farmers of V\
In politics he gives his support to the
1

Demo-

and his religious faith is that
of the Methodist Episcopal church.
his wife also was a devoted member, her
death occurring at the age of forty-two
li

ty,

1

public and business, and
always maintained the cofidence
and respect of his associates and friends
ducting an ever increasing business
him tn rise from a humble
rivate,

I

who

lias

I

f

affluence.

Of

years.

their six children five are "living

at the present time,

offer

a

and of the family we
Hi ws:
Jonas and

brief record as

fi

f
\\ estrm Ireland
John, residents
Pennsylvania: Marion K. the sul
Samuel, v
tch
in Westmoreland
msylvania; William,
Belle, the wife of Amzy
-

;

MARION

F.

SINSLEY.

Within the confines of Kingman county
many men of energy and
iive ideas, who have here attained
independence and marl
through

Marion

F.

nnsylvania.
Sin-ley grew up on the old

began to con-

1

rected
I

>

f
f

efforts applied to the great
agriculture and t
the allied
st ick-growing.
Ami

tribute his quota b

gaining

the

w.< >rl

tl

est toil v

dominating

d energytraits in his

!

lis

ed-

were at-
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forded in the public schools, and at the age
of seventeen he started forth to face the
personal responsibilities of life, first working by the month at farming, and by economy and industry securing a start in connection with the world's normal activities.

tinctly

tion to

its

improvement and

cultivation, be-

ing known as one of the reliable and progressive farmers and stock-growers of this
locality.

On the 5th of December. 1888, while
residing in Sedgwick county. Mr. Sinsley
united in marriage to Miss Minnie

was

Farlow, who was born in Indiana, the
daughter of George W. and
Amanda
Williams) Farlow. the former of whom
(

1

in

Indiana, and the latter in Vir-

The family removed from Indiana
Iowa and thence to Sedgwick county,
Kansas, and at the present time the parents

ginia.

to

of Mrs.

Sinsley are residents of Jackson
aim v. Michigan.
In the family were six
namely:
Kate M.. who resides
with her parents: Henrietta, the wife of
George Gregg, of Michigan: Emma, the
wife of Steven Seward, of Iowa; Minnie,
the wife of the subject of this review;
Anna, the wffe of Samuel Brown, of Ohio;
and Bruce, who died in Michigan at the age
ci

children,

of forty-four years.
Mr. and Mrs. Sinsley
are the parents of four sons and two daugh-

namely: Leota, Grover C, John F.,
Frank and George M.
Mr. Sinsley is a stanch supporter of the
principles and policies of the Democratic
ters,

Lillian,
_

party, but has never aspired to the
honors
or emoluments of political office,
though he

maintains an active interest in public affairs
of a local nature, giving his influence
in
favor of all enterprises projected for the
general good of the community.
Fraternally he is identified with the
Modern
Woodmen of America, in which he is dis-

life.

is

As one

also in all other
of the representa-

men of his county he is well entitled to
consideration in this work.
tive

He came west as far as Carroll county,
Iowa, where he remained one year, engaged
in farm work, and then, in 1885, he came
to
Kansas, first locating in Sedgwick
county, and four years later coming to his
present location in Kingman county, where
lie purchased his farm of one hundred and
sixty acres and has since given his atten-

popular, as he

relations of

DAVID BURTON LONG.
life,

Conspicuous for many years in public
of prominence among the pioneers of

Ellsworth county, Kansas, Mr. Long is
widely known as a loyal, patriotic citizen
and as an ideal American. From his honest, sturdy great-grandfather, Ludwig Long,
who came from his native Holland and
founded an honorable family in Pennsylvania, our subject has inherited qualities which
have made his life one to admire and emulate.

Grandfather Samuel Long was a son of
was born in Pennsylvania
and there married Catherine Piper, who belonged to one of the early settlers of that
great state.
The parents of our subject
were Samuel and Catherine
Goodman)
Long, the former of whom was born in
Franklin county, and the latter in Cumberland county, both in Pennsylvania, who removed to Ohio in 1835, and located near
Wooster, where the father opened a blackthe immigrant,

(

smith shop, but later moved again, settling
Knox county, Ohio. There the family
remained until 1844, when they removed to
Lawrenceville. Illinois, remaining in that
state one year and then returning to Lorain county, Ohio, and there the father of
our subject died, in 1S83. at the age of
eighty-two years.
The mother was born
in 1804 and died in Lorain county, in 1888.
The children bum to the parents of our
subject numbered ten. their names being
as follows:
Sarah J., who married Jerry
Meyers, of Gabon, Ohio, who was one
the first engineers to run a train over what
is now known as the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, which was then known as the Sandusky, Mansfield & Newark Railroad. Both
Mr. and Mrs. Meyers are deceased Samuel,
a retired farmer of Ellsworth; William, a
retired farmer of Gratiot county, Michigan!
in

J

:
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Benjamin,

who

for

many

years was

the

in

was the

,

who was

City: Catherine,

is

a

the wife of Peter

county; Simeon,
farmer and dairyman, of VToun

bstrander,

f

rain

1

who

Sage,
and

:

in

tj

John,

I-

Her

who came

removed

[878,

to

I

to
>k-

and died there in [898;
biography; and
Eavid
Elizabeth, who married II. H. Stark, of
Dhio, and mi ,ed to Wichita. Kansas, where
n

1'

ily

cated

birth

1'

1

attended school for
three months during the winter seasons,
working through the summers, this being
fifteen

\>

At the age of fifteen
the universal custom.
he entered into the mercantile business, be-

ioming
mire, a

of George Whitwho was a sonStudebaker, the founder of

a clerk in the store

Dunkard

minister,

iaker firm of

wagon-makers

This

iana.

in

eal

1

on

Ohio,

New York

se,

wife at
life

between
Mr. Long could

sell-

nto

I

this

certainty of continued

;

i

On August
ice in

and

of bin ing

ci

La Gr;
came the

strife

-

ntinuing to teach, being
school by
mdu

still

assisted in the

peaceful

after marriag

the busin<

30,

Company

train himsi

1862, he enlis
F,

One Hundred and

ty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
Colonel O. H. Payne, who is now A
hi
urer of the great Standard
Mr. Long remained in the servici
I

United States government

He was made

1868.

1

until

March.

in

sergeanl

ganization of the regiment and
of Chickamauga was pron

under

al

at

tie

lantry to the

former

p

officer,

that struggle.

si

Huntington,

in

1840, comini
Sage,

For one year

his

Long, the distinguished
this sketch, was born at North
Liberty, Knox county, Ohio, on June 14.
he was the seventh son and the
He was
ninth child born to his parents.
feared on his lather's farm and until he was

was

6,

[670,

in

financier.

iSwm.

Burton

David

from David

Vlidd

al

Russell

as

the subject of this

..

line of dsecent

in

tilth

who emigrated from Wales

January
:

1261

John Crapsej
At the battle

ads at Pleasant Ridge.
bcated a
Ihio, and here he spent
one year, although he inter/
Ambitious and energetic
even at that early age, his aim was to pre-

Mountain, Georgia, he was si
ed in the thigh, which incapacitated him
from duty in the field. He had
in all of the battles and skim
Atlanta campaign, under General £

pare himself for entrance into Oberlin College, and this he accomplished, --ending his
sixteenth year within its c :;five or six y
F, r tl

but was

.

!

subject lived a busy and useful
nating between the farm, th

d

college,

life,

alter-

land,

sent to the hospital at Cleveuntil his

where he remained
sufficiently healed

undertake —me duty. Here
farmed the acquaintance of Genera

to

berg,
tvveen

worl

now

Ohio,

wound was

wh

ital

cultural pursuits during the sun

y.

ur subject

during the winters, and gaini
at Obtrlin during the spi ing and

himself

On March

vas

General Sternberg,

to

Miss

at

who

general of

1861, he was united in

at Hunting
M. Sage, wh
Samuel and Emeline

made

spital

fall

Cleveland, under
17.

Ily his rec

v.

steward

terms.

marriage,

surgeon,

them sprung up an attachment which

the regular army.

steward one year

.Mr.

at

I

Jeff' r
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It was during his service in Cleveland,
1865. that it became the honorable but
melancholy duty of our subject to command
a body of three hundred veteran soldiers
who guarded the remains of President Lincoln, while he lay in state in the city of
Cleveland, this company being given its
conspicuous position <n account of its be-

ry of the Seventh United States Cavalry, in

which a number of soldiers were killed and
wounded. The care of the-e wounded men
fell upon Steward Long, and it was a setter.
In three cases he was obliged

in

to

ing composed of veterans.
Jefferson Barracks Mr. Long was
ordered to Fort Wallace, Kansas, and here
he had many experiences before his honorable discharge on .March 17, 1868.
Before being incapacitated he had taken part
in seventeen regular engagements, but in
Kansas he was called upon to act as surgeon when others had been wounded in
Indian skirmishes.
His family accompanied him, and his -brave wife consented to
act as matron in the hospital at Fort Wallace.
As tar as Wamego, Kansas, they were
able to travel by rail, but from there on
they were obliged to journey aci
1

called that at this time the anasthetics used

Weekly f July 27. 1N07.
Dr. Sternberg was already at Fort Ellsworth when our subject stopped there on his
way to Fort Wallace, and they both located
claims on the Smoky Hill river, south of
Fort Harker, and after the close of his hospital service our subject located o.n his claim
and there he built the first frame house in
Ellsworth county, outside of Fort Harker.
This was eighteen feet by twenty-eight in
dimensions, and a story and a half high.
Mr. Long, as a precaution, also constructed
a dug-out fort, arching it over with timbers
and earth, leaving port holes from which
the inmates could protect themselves, and on
several occasions when danger was anticipated from the Indians the neighbors would
gather here for safety.
Until 1881 Mr. Long remained on this
picted in Harper's

government wagon train, first
from there to Fort Ellsworth,
Fort Wallace by ambulance.
was a long and wearisome one and

plains in a

The

trip

to

was surrounded
5 on every hand.
The party left Jefferson Barracks. MisSi uri. on August 20. 1866. and reached Fort
Wallace on September 16. After leaving
Fort Ellsworth an accident happened which
might have ended disastrously. They were
encamped on Wilson Creek, and here their
mules escaped, and the escort had to hasten
back to Fort Ellsworth, leaving the party
one day without protection, in a country
full of hostile Indians.
On this journey the
party was obliged to make a number of
stops, even on the site of th e present flourishing town of Hayes City, in order to allow vast herds of buffalo to pass. On September 19, the day after the party safely
reached Fort Wallace, the Indians made a
raid and drove off all the horses and mules
at the fort, none of which were ever recovered.
These were stirring time
th
frontier, and our subject and party witnessed a fight between Captain Barnett's
company and a company of colored infan-

ar-

by the surgeons of the present day were little used or unknown.
This remarkable case
of the nerve and skill of Mr. Long was de-

to Fort Riley,

and then

The Indian

adopt heroic measures.

rows which lodged in the flesh had to be
pushed with the barb far enough to enable him to cut off the arrow heads before
It may be rehe could withdraw them.

<:

engaging in stock-raising and dairying, and added land until he owned one
thousand and seventy-five acres, the most
of which he has since disposed of. although
he retains the original homestead. Grazing
of cattle has formed the chief occupation
and he continually keeps some two hundred and fifty head. In 1881 he purchased
the magnificent estate which is known as
"The Oak Hill Place." which comprises two
hundred and forty acres, on sections 22. 15
and 7; his ranch on Smoky Hill river comprising six hundred and forty acres.
Here
place,

l

Mr. Long has permitted himself the pleasure of making an ideal country home, erecting a beautiful two-story, twelve-roi m modem residence, barns and granaries, and here
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and for

.

iprovements adding to the natural
•

Not
Cerned

the advancement of his persona]

in

as

Interests,

the

is

ty.

which Ml
view to promoting and ad

ted with a
1

taken an

lias

of the enterprises which

important
te

all

>rs.

1

much in the development of
-Mr. Long was one of the or-

in

of directi

rd

cli

man. but he

I

active part

ten years

11.

At

industry.

organization

the

mpany which proposed

the build-

railroad from Beatrice,

t

I

State Bank, and he was
of the organizers and a director of the Cen-

the

lis

Nal

tral

It

was

threshing machine, and

first

his -rain.
>i\ ;

has

spiril

1

ee

1

imh

ite
:

!

''

it

His

by his
Loth in

thought and action.
ur subject has been
one hi" distinguished service to his section.
Often with great personal sacrifice he bei

official in

he was

made

minor

positions.

In 1869

justice of the peace, has rilled

nship clerk and in the above
year was nominated for probate judge, but
declined the office.
In 1876 his fellow citi,\

and a
him to the
where he served through
5si ins, and during' this

the esteem

to

introduced the Fish
ther
-

bill,

as

it

now

of great interest

of his section, the

bill

of-

scalps of wolves, wild

and in 1878 he was apcommissioner by Govet
ved with great efficiency for

rabbits,
fish

ars.

arose and the n
Among the pioneer settlers of
Mr. Long is held in high es-

lilt.
.

teem, and served as
Settlers'

£

has been

it-

tin

to 1898,
secretary since that time.

and

Mr. Long has taken great pride in the
building up of the m
near his
home and has made many valuable improvetown
ments to the
of Ellsworth.
In 1876
he built a portion of the buildings known as
the Commercial Block, own
erty until 1890, and also erecting the twostory -tore building now occupied by L. M.
mpany, and he was one rjf the
'

three

r

owns

still

wdio

capitalists

which stood on

held by electing
gislature,

iratii n.

'

but com)
;\

county the

corp

188(1

1

the building

erected

the Wellington

'

use as a pi istoffic
M
two residences in Kllsu
.

he platted

1

I

worth.

Although an ardent and
lican. Mr.

.active

Repub-

perance movement fn

He

tives.

cast his

fii

Lincoln, in 1800. and has voted E
party since tl
very prominently identified with
political matters in the county, was chair•

1

1886 Mr. Long was elected
lommander of the Union Veteran Army,
similar to the G. A. R., and
formed
of securing equitable
laws.
In 1889 he was eleel
mander-in-chief of the order for the
tnd he held this office for the two
In

man
has

of the county central committee, and
hi

en

a

succeeding years.
In educational matters,
Mr. Long has been prominently idenHe was the organizer of school district No. 4,
ok a prominent financial part
also.

tified.

I

del

inty,

state

.and

Mr. Long was
the Presbyterian faith, and he has

;'

reared in
been active in the organizati
worth church, and has served in the First
m church of this city in an official
capacity
twenty years.
Mr. Long has been a valued me
various fraternal orsranizati
i

1

1
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years.
In the I. O. O. F. lie was G
nected with Lodge Xo. 109, of Ellsworth,
but for the past twenty-six years he has been
past noble grand, and he was a charter

under

Lafayette,

Samuel

while

her

fought

grandfather,

47. and

the
war
of 1812, and during the Civil war her father was a captain in the heavy artillery and
was stationed at Fort Halleck. Her grandfather, Arnold Sink, was in the Civil war,

the

also,

member

of Golden Belt Encampment, Xo.
was the chief patriarch; also, was
noble grand of Charity Lodge, Xo.
39, Daughters of Rebekah; grand master
of the grand lodge of Kansas, and has served
as a representative to the sovereign grand
first

lodge at Los Angeles, California, and at
Columbus, Ohio; he is a charter member
of the Ellsworth Post, G. A. R., and was a
representative to the grand lodge; and he
rilled all the chairs in the A. D.
u. w.
On October 23, 1893, Mrs. Long died,
having been the mother of nine children,
-

eight

Cora

these

of

Belle,

who

still

is

surviving, as

follows:

H.

C. Roth,

the wife of
E

ia,

who was born

at

Barracks while her father was in
charge there, married J. R. McLauren, of
the Lake Superior Lumber Compan
city; Agnes, who i- the wifeof Frank Hodgden. of Enid. Oklahoma: Alice, deceased,
who was tlie wife of H. R. Teague, and she
died in Santa Paula. California, in 1899;
Arthur J., who is an electrical engineer for
i

Westingh use Company, in Pittsburg,
Pennsylvania; Paul, with his brother Arthur; Ora H.. who married Charles Fadden, of Lowell, Massachusetts; Mildred,
who is
of the Ellsworth high
the class of 1901 and Ralph Burdette. now with the Westinghouse Company.
the

i

;

The second marriage of Mr. Long was
on January 17. 1895. to Mrs. Alice Belleof Dawson, and one daughter, Miriam, has been born to this union. The birth
of Mrs. Long was on July 5, 1850. and she
was a daughter of Captain John C. and Sophia (Eliot) Belleville.
She was educated
at Bloomington, Illinois, and came to Kansas in 1876, and for several years previous
to her marriage was a popular teacher in
Colorado and Kansas. She comes from a
long line of illustrious ancestors, her greatgrand father. Jacob Belleville, having" been
an officer during the Revolutionary war.
ville,

Belleville,

in

and was wounded at Antietam. On
her mother's side she traces her ancestry
back to John Eliot, the "Indian apostle" of
early colonial days.
Si

n

11

after

coming

to

Kansas Mrs. Long

became

active in the order of Rebekah, and
joined the lodge at Salina, becoming the
noble grand of the order in 1887, and in

1888 she was present at the organization of
the state assembly when the grand lodge
at Salina, and she was elected vice-president by acclamation; and in 1889 at To-

met

peka she was elected president.

In Sep1890, when the sovereign grand
lodge met at Topeka she made an address
of welcome, she being the first lady who
ever had that honor since the organization
tember,

of the order.

In 1890, at the joint convention of the order of Rebekah and the I. O.
O. F., in Topeka, a resolution was passed
admitting a delegation of ladies from the
assembly to visit the grand lodge, and Mrs.
Long was chosen as chairman and was the
first lady who ever entered the grand lodge
and addressed it. At the last session of the
assembly she was presented with a beautiful
jewel, and also was still more highly hon-

ored by an election as president of the Past
Presiding Officers' Association.
Both Mr.
and Mrs. Long have earned the gratitude of
the members of the order of Rebekah for
their efforts in

promoting

its

best interests.

Mrs. Long is a lady of dignity, intellect and
great charm of manner, and 'takes a prominent position in the educational and social
of Ellsworth countv.

circles

CHRISTIAN

L.

WALKER.

Christian L. Walker was born in Somerset county. Pennsylvania, on the 25th of
December. 1849, the second son in a family of eight sons and cue daughter born to

MR.

AND MRS.

C.

L.

WALKER.

i26 5

John Christian and Catherine Walker, naThe father died in
any.
i

ther

still

is

tional.

with the raising of

I

and
lowed

Mich-

living, in

&
eighteenth year Christian L.
farm in Pennsylvania,

Until his
.

;

the

I

cli-

,

;tent.

er in the wi rk of the

farm

He

bi ick.

then

removal to
remaining ununtil he had attained
In 1871 he returned
maturity.
to the Keystone state, where he spent about
Lg by the monl
in the mines
E|
He then returned to Tennesty.
he rented land and engaged in
heir

i

,

;

i

,'

ihn

he

count v.

On

the expira-

returned

Kansas, and once more resumed
lits of the farm, remaining 111
Mr. Walker then
mtil 1883.

aan county, which was
up, and pre-empted a
g
claim on section 19, Rural township, eventthe

:

his

home

same and there

until

1897.
up his residence

Mr.

i;

1
I

Walker has met with

many trying experiences. In 1893 and for
eding years his wheat crops
entire failures, and like a
great many Cithers in those dry years he bein debt and found it necesL

1

until

the

S|

1

bitionist

ring of

ce.

A

year later he

hundred and sixty
hip, where he resided

Kingman

mpt'ed

in

his

political

county, where

farm on which

the
1

was

lc

views, and at one

Rural

trustee of

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Shaw were born
Ella, Clarence and Anna
three children,
Six children have blessed the union
M.
Ralph
^i our subject and wife, namely:
B., Dean O., Hazel Fay and Homer
ins) and Boyd X.
Mr. Walker gave his political support
to

—

the Republican party in

but

1

settled

making

to

ie

time he served as

mines for one year.

1887, was cele-

Ictober,

our subject now resides.

ship.

..

<

fi

1S7S.

-

silver

1

1

in

when he joined his
Ken- county, Kansas.
arrival in this State he worked
is
in that locality and in McPherson
So, when he went to Chaffee
lo, and engaged in construcon the Denver & Rio Grande
and also worked in the lead and
mtil

J

the 21st

)'i

1

the marriage of -Mr. Walker and
Miss Anna M. Shaw, a daughter
raim and Olive M. (Austin) Shaw, the
latter of whom died in Mjay, 1897, and the
.Mrs. Walker was
rmer in July, 1901.
horn in Venango county, Pennsylvania, and
in 1SS1 came with her parents to Kansas,
locating first in Rice county and thn

brated

now

is

former years.

with

identified

the

People's

and he has ever taken an active and
commendable interest in the public affairs
For five years he served as
cality.
the efficient 'justice of the peace and for
six years he was a member of the school
board.
He is broad in his views and libparty,

:

tions

judgment, strong in his convicHe is
and earnest in his opinions.

of

social

eral in his

a

dispi

manner, and tl
which he has so long made
rm friends.
lias a
nial in
in

P.

B.

his

1

e

1901,

wh.cn

charge

of

his

farm of one hundred and
and also the land belonging to
law and sister-in-law. comand sixty acres addi-

In a hi
of Barber county P.
mention, for he has resided withi

father-in-law's
sixty acre-

witnessed the greater part
fore,
growth, and development, taking his
reclaiming its wild 1;
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and promoting
have led to substantial improvement and desired advancement. With
brave heart and resolute spirit he faced the
dangers and trials incident to frontier life,
and in his business career, by steady perseverance and enterprise, he has gradually
advanced until he is now one of the most
successful and extensive stock-raisi
His land lies both in
part of the state.
Barber and Comanche counties. When he
first settled in this locality few homes had
civilization

]

many

lines that

been established in this section of the state

and there was only one house between Sharon and Harper, but great changes have
since taken place and the plains are now
dotted with the pleasant homes of
a contented and prosperous people.
Mr. Cole is a native of Cooper county,
Mi
uri. his birth occurring at Palestine,
twelve miles south of Booneville. on the

thickly

—

May, 1839. His paternal grandfather, William Temple Cole, came from
Kentuck
uri with Daniel
in 1 80 1.
He was a noted Indian hunter,
fighter and scout, and was a very prominent
pioneer, whose labors were of the greatest
benefit and value in the early development of
the state. His was the first home in that part
of Missouri in which he took up his abode
and there his family went through all the
experiences of frontier life in a region where
the comforts of civilization were tin
ble and where the Indians were still seen.
The grandfather was killed by the Indians.
a sacrifice which seems to have been
21st of

'

—

required in the settlement of the "far west."

and for which the present generatf n should
ly

grateful.

I

Samuel Cole, the father of our subject,
was born in Kentucky, in 1798, but was
reared in what was then Cole, but now
county, Missouri, amid the wild
scenes of the frontier, the red men being
almost his only neighbors.
He became a

famus

hunter and was

Throughout
the hunt,

his entire

an expert shot.
he indulged in

life

because of the pioneer conditions, and later because of his love of the
sport.
He married Sallie Briscoe, a lady
noted as a beauty and pioneer belle and a
first

representative of a prominent family. She
a daughter of Colonel Andrew Briscia

was

who was an

officer in the state militia,

and

was a leading and influential citizen of.
Cooper county. He owned a large plantawhich he operated with the aid
Samuel and Sallie Cole became the parents
of seventeen children, nine sons and eight,
daughters. All '{ the sons grew to mature
years, and four daughters attained
tion

hood, hut four also died in childhood. Two
brothers passed away after reaching adult
age and one sister died in womanhood. Our
subject, who W as the fifth son, is the only
The
one living in this part of Kansas.
mother, who was a lady of intelligence and
culture, and also possessed good business
ability, as well as many excellent trait- of
heart and mind, died at the age of fifty years.

The father afterward married again and
had two daughter-; by the second marriage.!
He reached the ripe old age of ni
Tin
years, passing away in 1891.
the greater part of his life he had
1
fanning and stock-raising, and in ante-belFi
m
lum days owned some slaves.
hunting, in his later life, he always
hunting trip each fall and laid in a stock of
:

Y
venison for the winter supply.
he had the government contract for making moccasins and A «s forthe [nd
he was a well known and honored pioneer.
whose labors contributed in a large
1

to the development of his
country.

r

P. B. Cole was reared on the fi
His education was acquired in the
of Bellair. Missouri, and when in Ins 'teens
he assisted in the stock business, aiding in
caring for the cattle. He early to k
of the farm, the stock and the slaves, and he
still

owns a large interest in the old homeupon which he was reared. Hi- two
brothers made an overland trip to

stead

older

California in 1849. at tne time of the discovery of gold on the
and thus
much of the work of the home farm
upon him, but he was equal to the task,
which he performed most capably.
At the age of nineteen Mr. Cole was
united in marriage to Miss Fanny S
!

';

;

1
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a

true wife an

i-as

born

in

1

help-

\

Ma-

dfrey and

Virginia, while the former

ne early
of

1

principles

has served as

!e

although his township

trustee,

had learned

in early life.

trade,

They held mem-

:act

and the

urch,

the

in

age of eightywhile his wife passed away in
being at that time sixThe home of our subrs of age.
jeet and his wife has been blessed with five
Charles,
sons and three daughters, namely
an expert shot and hunter and a
1

i

in that faith at the

5,

personal popularity an

posed

him by

in

his

religious belief he

In his

!

1

in his advex

of the party.

.

lilor's

bership

and the
which lie

stalwart

a

unswerving

-

settler-

have fora
iterprise
foundation of his splendid success.

is

indicates his
lence

:

men.

Fi

Baptist.

a

Repub-

a

is

He

re-

In

has the

and a
>ry and

southern characteristic
lie!genial manner,
tell cue. and throughout the
de his home he
which he

ity

can

1

'

is

pop-

well liked.

i

:

cattle man of Comanche o iunt}
Samuel, a stockman
county. Kansas; Holbert. who resides in
Cheyenne. Arapahoe comity. Oklah. ma
Mrs. Fanny
county; P. B., who is living' near 5
a stockman of Comanche county:
Mrs. Sally Fuller, of Medicine Lodge town
successMamie, whi
Barber county. She is also
ienced horsewoman, and her skill

Kansas:

i

<

i

I

ride rivals her brother's
that dire
d days Mr.
lis review, has always kept a pack
hounds and greatly enjoys the chas
I

r

county

numhered among

in
its

and rabbits.
1S79 and

Tie

of

came

He

the
1

and is to-day the owner
hundred and sixty acres of well
addition to his comfortable resia large barn, sheds, feed lots
equipments for the care

His

land.

gate altogether forty-five hundred

he county, in addition to the hi me
farm, and he keeps from five hundred to

hundred head of cattle in the two
and two hundred head c
and mule-. He has applied himself
to his business interests and his persistent

fifteen

E

Harri-

son county, Kentucky. January 7. 18
father. Dennis Nichols, was born either in
Kentucky or Maryland, and in his
resided in Harrison canity, where he was

married

ing

1

of

Evalyn Berry, a native of that
and a daughter of John Berry, a
Dennis Nichol
there.
drover and farm
county. Kentucky, until 1859, when
Liri, where his
!

1844,
county,

farmer
tarrison

he emi-

me

I

in his fifty-ninth year.

year.

In pol-

he was a Whig, and in
was connected with the Christian church.
He was twice married and by the first union
itics

1

had three children

ii

r

an extensi

of Lake City township, Barber
residing on section 31, was born in

when he was

progressive an

:d

';.

.

man

on the 15th of Septen

arising agriculturists, always living in

i

NICHOLS.

C.

to

|

otes

TAYI.f IR

E

beth,

all

of

whom

:

d Eliza-

J;

are marrie

Kentucky, the two sons being residents of
n, James being a prominent horseBy the second marriage there were
man.
three children:
William K.. a pr
stockman of Lake City, Kans
and Berry D., who v
g in Arizona when last heard from three year- ago.
Taylor Nichols was only ten yi
n

home with

his

his

father died.

mother

until

He

1

her death, in

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
1869, and after that he operated the old
homestead there until 1875, when he came
to Barber county, Kansas, pre-empting one
hundred and sixty acres of Osage Indian
land. Upon this farm he still resides, being
numbered among the pioneer agriculturists
of the community. He began stock dealing
on a small scale, but gradually increased his
herd until now he is one of the extensive
of

representatives

that

line

of

business.

When he first came here there were thousands of turkeys along the timber bottoms
of the Medicine river, and they were as tame
as barnyard fowls.
Mr. Nichols would
come out in the night and shoot them as they
n the trees, getting in a few minutes
all he could carry home.
Antelopes, too,
were numerous, and buffalo were also sometimes fi tund.
His brother, William, how-,
ever, was the greater hunter of the two, and
while they frequently hunted and killed deer
and antelope together; it was usually William who carried the gun and did the firing.
In 1876 three stray buffaloes passed this
way and he and his brother pursued and
killed two of them.
During his long residence here Mr. Nichols lias experienced
many hardships and difficulties, such as fall
to the lot of the early pioneers, but prosperity has at length rewarded his long years
of earnest effort, and from time to time he

has added to his original homestead until
ranch now covers seven hundred and
twenty broad acres. It is well watered by
a creek, and in addition to this place he has
leased three hundred and twenty acres for
grazing purposes.
He has a herd of two
hundred fine domestic cattle of the Shorthorn and Hereford breeds. His pioneer
home has lung been replaced by a fine modern residence which was built in 1900 and
stands in the midst of pleasant surrounding. He has a fine apple orchard, has prohis

-

id

and has

shelter

all

and corrals for the

stock,

modern equipments upon

his

was married March

15.

bom in Jessamine county, Kentucky, and
her mother in Augusta county, VirginianJanuary 2, 1834. They were married in Sa-!line county, Missouri, where they resided
for several years, Mr. Barkley owning a
farm, although he was a machinist by trade
and possessed an inventive train of mind.

Among

his inventions was a hemp brake of
great value.
He enlisted in Price's army
during the Civil war, saw much service, par-

ticipated in

many hard

gust, 1862, he
J

widow

lis

is

was
still

and became
While ill in Auby Union scouts.

battles

captain of a company.
killed

living

and resides

in St.

Joseph, Missouri, with her son, John O.
Barkley.
Mrs. Nichols comes of Scotch-I
Irish ancestry on both sides, and on the
paternal side is a direct descendant of Lord
Berkley.
Her maternal grandfather was a
first cousin of General Custer's father. Mrs.
Nichols is one of a family of four children:
Mattie, the wife of William K. Nichols, a
stockman of Lake City; Mamie, the wife of
O. W. Watkins, a leading lawyer of Eure-j
ka Springs, Arkansas; Mrs. Nichols; and
•

John, commission merchant and local freight
agent for the Missouri Pacific Railroad at
St. Joseph, Missouri.
Unto our subject and
his wife has been born but one child, Claif
ence G., a sturdy, manly lad who is of much
assistance to his father.

In his political views Air. Nichols lias
always been a Democrat, takes an active inin the party, has served as a member of the central committee of Lake City
township, and has been a delegate to the conterest

ventions

of

the

He

party.

served by ap-

pointment as county commissioner in 1884
and in all life's relations he has been an upright, honorable man.
He owes his success to bis capital management and laudable ambition and is to-day regarded as one
of the leading farmers and stock-raisers of
the community.

place.

Nichols

Air.

1882,

in

as

December
Elizabeth

Kansas
born

in

City,

to

Saline county, Missouri,

John and
Miller) Barkley. Her father was

22, 1859, a daughter of
(

SAMUEL

P.

SHAFER.

Evelyn Barkley,

The prominent farmer

of

Macon towns

Harvey county, Kansas, whose name is
above has his homestead on section 28. of
ship,
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mentioned and

the township

New

his

po

in

was boi n in
Pennsylvania, January 7.
of Joseph Shafer, who was born
18 6s>
in eastern Pennsylvania, January 22, [802,
and died at Warren, Warren county, same
state. June 3, 1S70.
Joseph Shafer's father,
wlic was an able farmer, was born and lived
Sarah
and died in eastern Pi
who married Joseph Shafer and beShafer,
of
eanie the mother of Samuel E.
vvnship, was born in eastern Pennas

al

ton.

te

I

.

sylvania,

November

19,

1804.

and Sarah (Oberlin) Shafer
h
were married about 1825. They sold their
small farm in eastern Pennsylvania and reVenango county, Pennsylvania,
me the owners of about seven
hundred aeres of laud and reared to mature
I

years

whom

1

nine
are

children,

ten

widow

and one of her children

five

of

Their daughter

living-.

still

the

is

th

their

of

of
is

Andrew

Fisher

living.

Henry

Shafer. of Franklin county. Pennsylvania.
children.
Joseph Shafer lives in
Pennsylvania and has three children.

Samuel E.

is

the immediate subject

Simon Shafer lives
The parents of these

of this sketch.

county. Ohio.

in

Kent

children

were Evangelists, devoted to all the interMr. Shafer was killed
ests of their church.
while walking on the railroad track. Tune
g, 1870, and Mrs. Shafer died May 8, [884,
and they are buried at Warren, Pennsylvania.
el

schooling at

Shafer obtained a meagre
such schools as were main-

E.

near his boyhood home and was
reared to the practical work of the farm.
He remained under the parental roof during

tained

years and after his marriage lived
two year- on his father's farm of seven,
hundred acres, much of which was timber
land.
lie then went to Mercer county,
Pennsylvania, where he made a cash pura three hundred acre farm for eight
thousand dollars. He began making money
at
stock breeding, breeding and selling
many sheep and cattle, and in two year- 51 Id
his farm in Mercer county at a profit of two
thousand dollars. He bought another farm
his earlier
I r

the

same county, on which he

lived

for

In the fall of [876
eleven years.
that farm, which consisted of one hundred

than
cost him.

In the spring of

Kansas, arri\ ing
on the 2d of Ma

al

1

.3

it

had

[877 he went

don,

to

4

ai med on rented
land for a war and a half in Osage county
and then removed, to Harvey county, where
he has lived since the fall of 1878. For six
years he lived on a rented farm a mile south
and a mile west <>\ his present hom
upon which he located in the fall of [884.
He bought his first eighty acres of land
there, upon which there were some small improvements, for twenty-two hundred dollars.
His second eighty acres was purchased in August, [898. He now owns one
hundred and sixty acre.-, all under
provements and provided with a g
It is
dence and ample outbuildings.
ter of local history that Mr. Shafer's
eighty acres was first taken up by Samuel
Sarvey several years before the railway was
Newton and
constructed through
Newton was a tough frontier town, in which
cowboys held a high carnival and "b
Mr. Shafer devotes himoften shot to kill.
self to
mixed husbandry, but has
many cattle, horses and hogs.
Mav 24. i860, Mr. Shafer was married to
Maria Ann Phillipps, who was born in Mer•

<

cer county. Pennsylvania. April 12. 1842, a

daughter of Samuel and Susan (Wyania
Phillipps. natives of eastern Pennsylvania.
removed to the western part of that
Mr. and Mrs. Shafer have had ten
state.
children, who will be mentioned in the ord< r
of their birth: Elmer E. Ellsworth Shafer
1

is

a railroad

man

living at

Newton. Kan-

Frank Orlando
and has two sons.
Shafer is married and lives at PiieF
Susie Edora Shafer married Charles
rado.
C. Tozer, of Newton, Kansas, and has five
Efne Pearl Shafer is the widow
of Frank Biddlecome and has two sons, aged
ely eleven and thirteen years, who
Mrs. Biddlelive with their grandfather.
come is a professional nurse and a bright,
active business woman, and as a den
sas,

tor she has traveled

much

in different states.
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Harry Stunners Shafer, M. D.,
Colorado, who was graduated in
wife and one son.

was engaged

in

home and went

of Denver,

Congleton

.May, 1901,

county, Iowa, taking up his abode there in
Not long after the inauguration of
1855.
the Civil war he laid aside all business and

in the medical university of that city, has a

Joseph Milton Shafer
in Colorado for

mining

about eight years, but a disease of his eyes
compelled him to- abandon that business.
Samuel Edward Shafer was killed July 1,
1896, at the age of twenty-two years, by the
caving in of a mine at Wilbur, Colorado.
Sarah Alma Shafer graduated May 1, 1902,
in St. Mary's Hospital, at Pueblo, Colorado,
as a
professional
nurse.
Floyd Bates
Shafer, who is farming for himself in Macon township and is speculating in hogs in
partnership with his brother, Joseph Milton
Shafer, is not married. Edna Maria Shafer,
nineteen years of age and the youngest of
the family, is a graduate of the Harvey
county schools and is the Count)' Sunday-

School Association's secretary.
Politically Mr. Shafer was formerly a
Republican, but during recent years has been
a Populist. Mrs. Shafer is a member of the
Evangelical church.

GEORGE W. CONGLETON.
George \Y.

Congleton is the efficient
postmaster of Otego and is also a representative of the mercantile interests of that
town. The spirit of western enterprise and
progress is manifest in his career and has
been a salient feature in bringing to him
creditable prosperity.
He was born in Allegheny. Pennsylvania, February 6, 1839, an d
is a son of John and Isabella (Mills) Congleton.
Flis father was born in Scotland
and when a young man sought a home in the
United States, locating in Paterson, New
Jersey, where he was married on the 3d of
December, 1S2S, to Isabella Mills. He was
a weaver by trade and followed that pursuit
for some time.
On leaving Xew Jersey he
removed to Allegheny, Pennsylvania, where
he died in 1852. His wife, who was also
born in the land of hills and heather, died in

At the age of sixteen years George

W.

personal

left

considerations

in

to

order

to

Mills

join

A of the Fourth Iowa Infantry, of
which he became a member on the 1st of
July, 1 861, serving under Captain William
R. English and Colonel, afterward General
Grenville M. Dodge.
With the command
he proceeded to Jefferson Barracks, St.
Louis, where he was mustered into the
United States service on the 6th of August,
and then went to Rollo, Missouri, where he
remained until February, iS62.' His regiCompany

ment then

joined

the

Curtis

expedition

against Springfield and afterward went to

Clarenden and Helena, Arkansas.
The Fourth Iowa was also in the siege of
Yicksburg, Mr. Congleton being present until the surrender of the city.
He was also
in the engagements at Missionary Ridge,
Lookout Mountain and the entire Atlanta
campaign and went with General Sherman
on the celebrated march to the sea. whig!
proved that the strength of the Confederacy
was almost broken. The last battle in which
he participated was at Bentonville, North
Carolina, after which he took part in the
grand review in Washington, where "wave

Batesville,

after

wave

of bayonet-crested blue*' passed

by the stand upon which stood the President
watching a victorious host. In Louisville,
in August, 1865, Mr. Congleton was mustered out.
His military service was one
which displayed marked valor and loyalty
and his army record is one of which he has
every reason to be proud. His eldest
brother, John A. Congleton, who had gone
south when a boy, enlisted in the Confederate army in Alabama and served through-

war in defense of the southern cause.
Returning to Mills county. Iowa, Mr.
Congleton, of this review, there remained
until 1872, the year of his removal to Jewell
county, Kansas, where he secured a In unestead claim in Limestone township. He was
actively connected with farming interests
until November 1, 1S97, when he was appointed postmaster, a position in which he
out the

is

now

creditably serving.

His administra-
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William Sanderson was united

to the pub]
g
mi nstrated his fidelity to the

:

Mr. Congleton has

Edw

.

cle

friends

of

munity,

Lane

n

Post,

i

M. and

in

warm

regard

the

in

im-

en he joined the Eighth

with the Ma-

lentified

sonic fraternity, the beneficent principles of
able

life.

tenry

and Miriam (Draper) Lamb, both
are now deceased.
Her father removed to
hi St. .rev o unity,
where he remained until .V

md

the Republic, at

>t

I

1

memb<

a

is

nj

Will-

children:

five

he family enjoy the

I

.i

I

mar-

in

amb,
native ol
Indiana, and a daughter
1

county,

untry.

in

ir

1

'Me yeai

Union army.

the

nent

fi

in

local

le

ved

was

.1-

[1

a soldier

quiti

and

political affairs

township

of

office

I

ei

tilled

justice

trustee,

1

I

the
tlie

peace and a member of the board of supei
v;
Socially he was
county.
rs of Store)
identified with the Grand Ann;, of the Re-

WILLIAM SANDERSON.

public and at his death, in July.

I'

'y mourned by many friends whom
-Mr. and
he had made in ever) h
Mrs. Sandersi *n ha\ e bei
a ith two
!'
and
Mrs.
Alice
children:
Brown
lid farm,
lur aubjeel
two miles north of Mankato, which is improved with a pleasant residence, a good
He
orchard and all modern equipments.
1

whi

;.

ing
rn

t\\

i

carries

.

miles north of Mankato,

Morgan

in

I

county,

Illinois,

Ri berl

father,

England and in
try wedded Jane Ward.
Soon
eir
marriage they came to the
ed in Ah trgan
-here the father spent his remain-

:

a

native

i

if

irring in

terward rein ived

p

county, that

S

farm

1

I

this

in

[863.

Iowa

to

<

rade of stock and in the culiie latest

putation

His

and in private life he is a
gentleman who makes friends

liable

a

genial, social

-

his native state the sub-

wherever he goes.

review spent his early youth,
familiar with all the labors
:

j'ieulturist.

He

AURELIUS RICHARDSON.

English
il

pork.

.

1

me

fi

t

len

he came

red with

ti

re)

Jewell county, Kanrson, has
t
S

him and

Aurelius

life's

counwhere he remained until June,

In 1867 he ren

March

2.

Celia

(Elliott)

I

I

between

nois,

enji ys

in

who

is

engaged

ck-raising in lev
Davis county, Missouri.

Aurelius and
His father
Kentucky and removed to Illiwhence he afterward went to Mis'

'"

a 50n

"'"

Richardson.

in

spending the greater part of his life
In [889, however, he went
state.
to Oklahoma, where his death occurred, and
his wife, who was a native of Indiana, also
spenl her 1st days in that territory.
Ni event of special importance occurred
farm life for Aurelius
to vary tb
He worked in
Richardson in his youth.
fn in the time of earl)
souri,
in

that

1

to-day
a higher degree the confidence and trust of
tentative

sti

1S47, ;mi

n

I

with him in all his fanning enterprises as
an equal partner. They have been
have been assince their ear!nd profits

Richardson,

farming and
ty, was born

in
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planting until crops were harvested in the
autumn and then entered the public schools,
where he continued his studies until with
the return of spring he once more resumed
Thus his time passed
active farm work.

he was seventeen years of age., when
a amtry needed his services,
he enlisted on the 6th of August. 1864, at
Eaglesville, Harrison county, Missouri, as
a member of company E, Forty-third MisBefore the regiment had
souri Infantrry.
left the state he was captured at Glasgow,
Missouri, with General Price, on the 15th
of October, and was sent to the parole camp
at St. Louis, where he was exchanged, going thence to Kansas City. From that time
on he saw active service in the tierce and
blcodv warfare on the Missouri-Kansas
ut
border, and in 1865 he was mustered
until

feeling that his

Richardson gave excellent educational op-

them for life's practical
and responsible duties. Inhispoiit;
Mr. Richardson is a stalwart Republican and

portunities, fitting

widely felt in political and
has served as townsha
is ever given
to measures for the general good. He is a
gentleman of fine personal appearance, of
strong mentality, keen business discriminahis influence

is

He

public affairs.

treasurer and his co-operation

tion
ties

and of genial dsposition. These qualihave made him a favorite with many
all circles, and Jewell county

friends and in

numbers him among her representative

citi-

zens.

J.

A.

FORD.

1

at

St.

Louis.

Mr. Richardson continued to make his
home in Missouri until 1867, when he went
to York county, Nebraska, remaining there
In that year he took up his
until 1S69.
abode in Atchison county, Missouri, where
he followed farming until April. 1874, the
date of his arrival in Jewell county, Kansas.
Here he has lived continuously since, and
he is now a very prosperous farmer and
stock-raiser.

He makes

a specialty of the

He is
breeding and raising of cattle.
best
the
with
conversant
thoroughly
methods of the care of stock and his diligence and careful management have brought
to him excellent success, so that he is
possessor of a very desirable income. His
tine farm, comprising three hundred and
twenty acres of rich land, is situated one
mile north of Burr Oak and its neat and
thrifty

appearance indicates to the passer

by the careful supervision of the owner.
He has an unusually attractive home,
displaying there the evidence of culture and
Mrs. Richardson, who presides
refinement.
over this pleasant residence, was in her maidenhood. Miss M. E. Bradbury, and their
wedding was celebrated in Jewell o unity,
June 29. 1S75. The lady is a native of Ohio
and by her marriage she became the mother
Riley R. and Mrs. Alice
of two children
To their children Mr. and Mrs.
Oglevie.
:

For more than twenty years J. A. Ford
has been identified with the growth and development of Chikaskia township. Kingman
ci unty.
Kansas. He is one of the old settlers who has been a leading factor in the
progress of this section, and one who has
lived to see the

wisdom of

his choice of a

home.

The birth of Mr. Ford occurred on Febr
ruary 12, 1848, in Warren county. Indiana, and he is a son of Washington and
Thorp Ford. The former was
Elizabeth
born near Chillicothe, Ohio, his family being one of the most loyal ones of the stall
during the Civil war. two brothers serving
Washington Ford
through the struggle.
was a farmer all his life. When grown to
maturity he went, to Warren county. Indiana, and there married Elizabeth Thorp,
who was a daughter of Isaiah Thorp,
The
also a settler in Indiana from Ohio.
u.r.ty
Ford family remained on the Warren
farm where our subject's beloved and honred m- ther -till resides, at the age of
(

)

1

His 'father died there near
seventy years.
age of seventy-eight years, having
through life been a kind husband and a
careful provider for the welfare of his chil-

the

dren.
respect

He was

a citizen

who

of his community.

enji

The

children

born to Washington Ford and wife were as
William I., deceased; John A.
follows:

MRS.

J.

A.

FORD.

|.

A.

FORD.
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lames

I

ge

I

ilenry

.

;

Francis

(

irace

M.

Mary

aroline;

and

:

ii

L'cl ra.

ther of our subject

is

bly

him by

his

found

other,

[nniss \\\. being a promising youth

The survivors of the famMrs. Ella Maj
lildren are
tow nship Mrs. Jacie Shatell, of \\ arren county, Indiana; Mrs. \
eight years.

[

1

:

01 this

a

Methodist church.
farmers
farming community is very similar,

a

in

\\

Jaspei
i

:

of this township; Estella
P.

and John Jasper

;

ther very

i

but thus he learned the di
agricultural life in the practical way which
in

identified

and

gained a very fair education in all elementary branches, while reading and exhas done the rest.
In [871 he went ti
Vermilion county,
g on a farm near Danville.
and while there was united in mai
the lady who has been his beli v<
,

housewifery and cheerful assistance he

She was

in life.

Miss Malinda Sherrill, and was reared in
Indiana and Illinois, and was a daughter
of \V. O. and Nancy
Redden) Sherrill.
the latter

party

i

Hoops-

•

imily left Ver1880 Mr.
iunty and came to Kansas to found
new home. Thi se early days had many

in a

and

a

1

number

nine years

for

hon*

at

the

political

as he has been
with
the
Repi
le has served

of the township offices,
a member of the

was
II

in his p.

'\\

1

vance the cause of education in hi- section.
Fraternally Mr. Ford i- connected with
Spivej Lodge, No. 372, I.
In
0. F.
istian church the family have long
been w< rshippers.
Mr. Ford is a man gifted with great
conversational pov/ers and hi- knowledge
of the needs and'i
adopted
home are most interesting and hi- arguIn his pleasant, genial
ments convincing.
way he shows one side of his character, ofI.

(

fering a delightful hospitality, indicative of
true friendliness.
In sickness and in death
he has ever proved himself a true friend

In

trials and deprivations
for these settlers,
but Mr. and Mrs. Ford are among the number, who after the heat and brunt of the
day. are permit
the successful re-

his lite.

all

later life,
ity

leal

h'...

I

1

,

served to be of great benefit

I

:na:iy of the

II

times he

lie
low men.
judgment, and

is

is

is

ready to assist his

also a
at

all

man
thru

1

1

justice

fel-

and

-

hold the principles of highest citizenship.
lie is held in universal esteem in th
ship, few men being more justly popular.

a beautiful

home, surrounded by
te

in

the

way

all

of

that nature can

delightful

accumulated three hundred
3, which is well adaptontaining
water that make his land favorf
extensive stock farming, while his
fruitful orchards and substantial buildings
make this one of the exceedingly valuable
farms of Chikaskia township. Kingman
ed

to

either

grain

county.

Mr. and Mrs. Ford have borne together
sorrow- as well

as

joy,

the

HENRY WISNER.

sur-

hand of death

having removed three of their family of
children, two of these being infants, the

The

subjeel

known and successful firm of
X. & II. Wisner, propri
Spring Brook Farm, which is located in
Sharon township, Barber county, four
ih of the village of Sharon, and
which is one of the fim
be found
vored section of the state, the estate having the notable area of four thousand acres of deeded land, well fenced and
otherwise improved, and six thousand acres
of the well

J.

range.
firm

is

All this implies that the
the most extensive

numbered among
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cattle-growers in this section, the average
herd numbering eight hundred head, so that
the operations of the firm are of wide scope
and importance. The improvements on the
place cost fully fifteen thousand dollars.
Fifteen acres of the place are devoted to
orchard and small fruits, while the attractf the farm is increased by
a grove
of one hundred and sixty acres of native
tree-.
Several large springs are sufficient
to afford a continual supply of pure water
for the fine creek which traverses the place,
cattle farms
and it st;
E the best
in the county, while five hundred acres are
under effective cultivation, large yields being annually secured in wheat, corn, alfalfa.
The residence is a large and attractive
etc.
building of mi dern architectural design and
conveniences, while other permanent improvements are of the best order, including
etc.. and
upon the place are found forty miles of
fence. From these statements some idea
may be gleaned of the extent and marked
superiority of this great stock ranch and

excellent barns, sheds, windmills,

farm.

Henry Wisner
Empire

of

state

is

the

a native

i

f

the

"Id

Union, having been

born in Warwick. Orange county. Xew
York, mi tiie 20th of August, 1824, the family having been ! >ng resident of that section
and one of prominence in several generaThe father of our subject was Willtions.
iam R. Wisner, and he was born in the same
house as was his son. and there continued
to maintain his home until his death, at
the venerable age of eighty-six years, he
having been the son of William Wisner,

who was one of the early settlers of Orange
county and who was of stanch old German
lineage.

The maiden name
a-

rn

of our subject's

Eliza Miller and she likewise
Orange county, being the

in

daughter of David Miller, and she lived
to attain the age of eighty-two years.
William R. Wisner was one of the successful
farmers of his native count}-, where he became influential in public affairs, having
been in earlier years a Democrat in politics,
but later giving his allegiance to the Repubican party, to whose cause he ever afterward gave an unqualified support. He and

estimable

his

ten children,

wife became the parents of
and those living at the present

time are as foil
X.. who is associated with our subject in the ranching
and cattle business, was one of the California argonauts of 1850 and was for mors
than twenty years identified with gold mining in the far west, having been associated
with man.
prominent operators
1

James

in this line of industry:

Warwick,

Xew York

still

resides

Albert is a promiin
nent real-estate man in the city of Chicago;
Alary Ann still resides at the old home in

Warwick. Xew

;

York, and Fannie

is

wife of John Buckbee, of Warwick.

the

Xew

York.

Our subject passed his boyhood in his
vvn, receiving his eary educational
training in the public schools and supplementing the same by a course of study in
Easthampton,
west to
1040, and three years later was graduatedin medicine at Laporte, Indiana, and in addition to being a successful practitioner of
rehis professi' n he also attained a high
putation as a lecturer on anatomy and physian

excellent

institution

at

He came

\

ology, receiving the highest commendation
from the press and his professional con-j
freres.

^

r
On the 9th of February. 1847.
Miss
in marriage to
Emiline Churchill, of Richfield, Ohio, and
her death occurred a few months later.

-

Wisner was united

On

the 15th of July. 1850, he consummated
marriage, being then united to
Mrs. Harriet Mark, of Pekin. Illinois, who
bore him four children, two of whom are
living.
Henry J., of Chicago: and Charles
it., of
Sharon township. Barber counts
Kansas.
The two deceased children were
Fannie, who died in the city of Chicago,
in the year 1864: and Albert J., who died
The
twenty-seven years.
at the age of
mother of these children passed into the
eternal life in 1S74. in Chicago, where our
1

—

subject

was extensively engaged

estate business until his
in the

year 1882,

removal

in the real-

Kansas,

to

when he became

identified

with his present important enterprise.

The

third marriage oi Mr. Wisner was
in the city •{ Chicago, on the

solemnized

•
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,

arch,

field,

Ben

when he was united
Jackson, the widow of

The

[875,

go Mrs. Sarah
John A. jack-

E.

She was 1" ni in Pitts
Massachusetts, the daughter of Dryharli
larnetl
tte
Rowe,
S. and
;i.

(

1

of

representatives

I

1

prominent

old

families

New England. The father died in Tioga,
\ years,
Pennsylvania, at the ag<
ted wife having passed away at the
Mrs. \\ isner received her
early educational discipline in the city of
Tny. Xew York, and eventually was matriculated in the Hahnemann Medical Coltge, in Qiicago, Mini is. where she completed
graduatd
cribed course and was
Medicine,
with the degre*
exceptionally successful in
of

-.

and

is

farm

subji

1

I

In the

fall

er

d

1

of [880

rai

I

and was

in

the track

department until 1883, rem
Nickerson in the fall of that war.
For
about fifteen years he remained a residi
that place, being employed in the railroad
to

'i

Ih

road.

the

switchman in the
palmy days of Nickerson and was yardd

1

1

but

.

cided to remove the
thai place

when

it

1

ha\ ing to

1

,

almost

r

nothing.

1

[e re

his pleasant cottage,

known

physicians
By her
and surgeons of Barber county.
marriage she had one daughter, Hattie,
ikewise a graduate of Hahnemann
of 1894, and
3
who is now the wife of Dr. Henry J.
ithic

limited

but

tional privileges.

gan

5

1

am

life

-7

which he had erected

at

his land

only br<
paid for
in his

1

what

nth of

u;
it.

He

was. however, soon settled

home

wit

in

Newton, the

pla.

No. 230 West Eleventh street, where he
has a plea
every evidence f culture and refim
a;

1

Joseph, Missouri, where both

St.

E

are actively and successfully engaged in
the practice of medicine.
Mr. Wisner maintains a public-spirited
attitude
citizens

and
and

is

to

fied

a

as

one of the sterling

men of this section
In politics he gives his al-

influential

state.

trs

known

the Republican party, and for
he has been prominently identi-

He is
the Masonic fraternity.
of tine presence and genial nature,
cultured
his
me, presided over by
graci us wife, is a center of refined

with

man

and

ilitv.

[881,—the
ry,
the 13th
Mr. Parham was
lady's birthday.
marriage to Miss Ella Graham, a
uri, and a daughter of
Carroll a

On

1

Charles and Sarah A. (]
Her parents were both nativi
in that state were n
January. 1843. Her father was a n
and worked on the Ohio river, building
steamboats.
On coming wes
first in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and buill
went
down the Mississippi river
on which he
After two years he
to Louisiana.

to
Jl

>HN

B.

Iowa,

ward

PARHAM.

Parham, who is a brakeman in
Fe Railr
pany and makes his home in Xew
His
Born in Georgia, February 14. i860.
father died in early manhood, and. being left
!'..

early age, b hn B.

of

H. C. Boyle, who

Wichita.

thei ce

enl

id

after-

1

.

.

children, of vvh »m three are yet liv-

Parham

Mrs. Graham makes her home with
is a well preserved and acther years. Mr. and
Mrs. Parham
st an infant

ing

daughter. Inez Vivian, died when
seven yea
hey now have

:

re-

ing.

her daughter and

:"

1'

Cecil L., a

thence to Wichita, in 1876.

•.>

Texas. His death ccurred in .Mishen he had .athowever,
tained an advanced age.
He left a widow
to

souri,

the service of the Santa

red by

—

1

.

young man of twenty
brakeman on the
;-

d as a

S

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

-V"

Railroad.
They also have an ad pted
daughter, Stella Erickson, who came to
her home with them when she was ten
years of age. She pursued her education in
the public schools and was graduated in the
high school of Newton with the class of

In his youth Nelson
until

1901.
She is now successfully engaged in
teaching and is a very popular and cultured
lady, having considerable talent in
The
both instrumental and vocal music.
family home is a cosy and comfortable ne,
in which good cheer and happiness abound,
and the member- of the household, from the
grandmother down to the young lady
daughter, have many friends, who esteem
them highly for their sterling worth. Without educational or pecuniary advantages to
aid him at the outset of his career. Mr. Parham has steadily worked his way upward,
and till that he has is the result of his honorable and persistent labor.

mained

young

1

until the cessation of hostilities.

participated

the

is

n

serving as city attorney.

i\v

In his

n he has »ng since left the ranks of
many to stand aiming the successful few.

ifessii

1<

His nature

one that can never content
itself with mediocrity,
and by close and
earnest study, th rough preparation and
marked ability he has made his way steadily
upward.
He came to Larned in March.
has sir.ee been a member of the
is

I

n of

Pawnee

county.

He

Ross county, Ohio, June 24, 1848. his
parents being Peter and Mary
Timmens)
Adams. His father removed to Independence. Missouri, and in that locality carried
on farming and cattle-raising.
Hi- death
occurred when he was eighty-four years of
age. and his wife passed away at the age of
in

1

They became

eighty-two.

the

parents

of

Colonel Wesley R..
Larned Mrs. Ruth
Gersey; William, deceased: John; David;
eight children,

who

is

a

Mrs,
Tlii mias.

namely:

resident of

I.

uise

in

the

celebrated

Sherman from Atlanta

He

march with
and was a

to the sea

brave and loyal soldier boy. After his return home he pursued a business
the commercial college at Dayton. Ohio, and
afterward took up the study of law. Subsequently he located in Great Bend. Kansas,
where he was admitted to the bar in 187J
and immediately afterward became to Larned, where he began practice, locating in the
northeast corner of what is now the Larnei
1

Hotel.
There were no office building- in
the town, but soon the
rk of construction

w

Mr. Adams secured as a claim
the southwest quarter of section 32. Larned
township, which is nOAV a part of the town,

was begun.

in

Hon. Nelson Adams was the first lawyer
m Larned, Pawnee county, where
pn

entered the

1S64. when, at the age of eighteen
years, he enlisted in his country's service as
a member of Company K. Eighty-ninth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with which he re-

and thereon he erected a small residenca
where Mr. Lloyd is now living, and he at

XELSOX ADAMS.

lie

Adams

public schools and there pursued his studies

make

;

Morrison;

and

the practice of his pr

first trying a civil suit to recover rent, the
case being- entered as Henry Bi « th versus
George Odell.
His early life was varied

with the usual experiences that fall to the
of pioneers.
Many times the gun and
were used by the lawless element to
enforce their wisb.es. His first regular t'fice
was in the J. H. Boyd block. Pie served as
the first county attorney and the first city attorney, filling the former position from i88|
until 1888.
For four terms he acted as city
atti irney and at the present time he is occulot

pistol

1

pying that

member

office.

He was

also

of the city council and

cl

became

its

president, and ha- been a member and president of the school board.
In 1876 lie was

on the Republican ticket to represesl
district in the legislature and there he
gave careful consideration to all questions
which came up for decision, leaving the iinpress of his individuality upon the laws of
the state enacted during the session.
Mr. Adams was united in marriage to
Miss Lillian Brachee and unto them were
burn three children:
Wort, the eldest.
elected
his
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war

ish- American

as

and clerk of Company B,
ywenty-rirst Kansas Infantry, in the Philip-

jpartermaster

Company

sergeant of

Infantry, being stationed

D. Thirty-sec nd
at

to

Pre; iously

tlrian.

he

this

senate by

ited S

(jointed

ienator Plumb, and being large

stature,

f

<

77
was horn

idfather,
lina,

and was

English

if

i

in

\. rth Caro-

lin<

trade and beJohn learned
mechanic,
came a g
.dm. ist any kind if in in and >ti
married jane Stout, who, tl
She was
me, was not a relative.
horn in North Carolina
er father.
was of Welsh an
>a\ id Sfr iut, wh
In the year 1859 John Stout, the
descent.
North
father of our subject
state and emigrated westward to Indiana,
settling in Hamilton county, where he remained
id then came to Em1

i

i

1

i

'

lie

and had charge of
r nine months,
me and engaged in

was

fi

clerking until he

i<

ined the military service
o.

a printer

ed the army,

as

and druga

i

I

I

Fi

B of the Twenty-

poria, journeying to this state with

wh

son,

ral

war and

is

Company
fantry.

aged

ei

r.

clerking,

in

has

the Spanish-American

in

w

F, Forty-fourth

United States in-

nd, in the Philippines.

.

Lve inherited their fa-

and the

ther's military spirit

for bravery

is

famil;

a very creditable one.

- of the

Armv

of the R«

rned.

in

stands

ervator

a

erty

and

justice,

of

and

the

his

Mr.
Grand

le is

J

an

t

where he remained

le

fi

the expiration
unty, Kansas, and remain*

he advocated abolition prim
he was born and reared in the

representat

faith

was

STOUT.

son, R.

-

»uth.

His

th

His widow
R. R.

I

was

dent in that portii n of the
death, which occurred when he was
In politic- he was a Reone years of age.
publican, and in the Civil w;
Prior b
stanch Union man.

capable,

•

learned

.

hot,

enabled to supply their cam]) table with
game. On arriving at his destination he
pre-empted a claim five miles
poria, and. in addition to the cultivation of
his land, he worked
Hi
farm.
county. K

which

a pioneer m<

as

aj

.

a

human

I

nly given

him pre-eminence

carried

I

camping ou

id

is

R

'

now living with her
seventy-seven years,
her

preserved woman,

and is a well
and mental faculties being unimpain
worthy couple became the parents

R. R.
iarber county-,
ntified

with the interests of Kansas.

children, three of

whom

are living

subject of this review.

The

which was then but a -mall villag
state had not been admitted
and in many sections the w
and civilization had
large tracts of land being still in p

'.

his father.

J

Mrs.
Kansas,

Amanda

are

Linty,

Vi

Chen

-

ased chil-

<

11.

r
;

;

kee City, Oklahoma.
dren are as follows: Sarah A..
\ ;il.
M. M. and Phoebe Jane.

i

Chatham county. North Carolina, March

others

R

R. R. S
tion of this review, spent the first
teen years of his life in the city of hi- nativity and then accompanied his
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removal to Indiana and

their

later to

Kan-

In
1864 the parents of our subject
to Elmira, New York, and there he
acquired
his education.
After
leaving
school he learned the blacksmith trade, at
which he worked for eight years, beginning
then in the livery business, about 1877. He
found it both pleasent and profitable and
continued in that line for the four succeeding years, and then he moved to Cheyenne,

He

moved

learned the blacksmith trade, and
have inherited his father's mechanical ability.
This has been of considerable
help to him in his work throughout life,
enabling him to keep everything upon his
sas.

seems

to

good repair. He to-day owns a defarm of one hundred and sixty acres
Upon this is a good
barn forty by fifty feet. There are also sheds
and a shop and mill, the last named being
place in
sirable

of well improved land.

Wyoming, and engaged in the same business.
The popularity of Colorada Springs
summer resort induced him to remove

He

thirty-five by forty feet in dimensions.

as a

has modern improved implements for his
shop and feed mill and also for the cultivation of his farm.
He is engaged in the
breeding of thoroughbred Poland-China
hogs, and no better grades can be found in

season.

Barber county than are seen upon his farm.
Mr. Stout believes firmly in Republican
and does all in his power to promote the growth and insure the success of
principles

He was reared in the faith of the
Society of Friends and he has man) of the
characteristics of the true southern gentlehis party.

man, being hospitable, cordial and genial
and not afraid to express his In m
ions.
Such qualities have made him a respected citizen of Cedar township and a
ar neighbor.

!

D. S.
In

many

lines

WELSH.
of business the city of

Newton, Kansas, is far superior to other
cities of the same size, and one line
in which
she has became well known is that of livery
and transfer. The large business of this
kind which has been conducted here for
many years, so long that it has become
one of the most important in the city, was
established by D. S. Welsh, one of the old
and highly esteemed citizens. Mr. Welsh
was born in Susquehannah county, Pennsylvania, on March 26, 1854, and he is a sen
of John C. and Mary E. Welsh, both of

—

ere natives of Pennsylvania.

mother died

—

The

in 1S82, at the age of fortynine years, but the father is still living and
is a resident of Crowley, Louisiana.

and

there he remained for one
In the fall of 1882 he came to
Newton, Kansas, and located on the corner
which has so long been associated with his
business.
The premises are the largest and
must complete of all within a radius of four
counties, and the business was carried on
in a like expansive manner.
Mr. Welsh
bought all his stock, employed some twenty
thither,

men, and his accommodations consisted of
vans and fishing and hunting houses on
wheels in connection with every kind of
vehicle for the accommodation of the public,
and all kinds for the proper transfer of any
kind of goods or commodity.
An important part of the business was the buying
and shipping of to «rses. A part of these went
to New York, but the greater number were
shipped to Crowley, Louisiana.
During
one year he shipped as many as five hundred
horses, of all kinds and adapted to all purposes.
In 1902, however, he disposed of
this business, and the building has been remodeled and leased to the Y. M. C. A.
In 1874 Mr. Welsh was married to Miss
Ella McCray, who was born in Minnesota,
and to Mr. and Mrs. Welsh five children
were born, as follows: Rev. John W.. of
Evanston, Illinois, who is a Congregational
He is a graduate of the Northwestern University in the class of 1901.
He married Mamye Mowery, of Harney
county. Kansas. Bert W.. who is a graduate of the high school, in the class of 1896,
is now the efficient bookkeeper for his father, in whose business he has an investment. June 6, 1901, he married Miss Lila
Foosey, of Nickerson, this state.
Frank
S., also a graduate of the Newton high
minister.

IPHICAL
the cla

11

i

i

1898,
id

now

at

Willard

W.

is

fomplete the family.
Mr. Welsh has f ng

dent here

i

maturity

-

tlu

in

id

educational

earl)

hen

to

its

which he enage he

privileges

and is known far and wide through his expnsive business and political connections,
much in shaping thi
and educational life of Newton
Lid is a truh representative man of this

joyed.

flourishing citv.

remaining for a similar period. IK
die practice of medicine and in the
drug business in order to secure the money

-

HEXRY

DR.

X.

\\

i

1

1

he office of

entered the

fi

St.

is

KIRKPATRICK.
interest,

M. D.
Wichita

of

time.

in

187s.

In

to

join

the

and

name and fame of the sub
few and
than does a monui
soon crumbling- into dust beneath the re-

arm he was not permitted:
However, he and his

perpetuates the
ject

hand

[879 he

in

id
1

of an honorable, uprij

always read with

I

h<

r

receiving

The record

W.

J.

Kansas, where

loosa,

of medicine

Those who have

been active in the organization of their
cality are especially deserving of an

lo-

'

:

for a time.

W.
I

Kirkpatrick, had previously visited

R.

[arp<

r

a unt]

I

on which to found

tion

town, and they

a

selected the present site of the city of

An-

annals, and their posterity will
ds of the
turn with ]\\<
and preservers of a pr

became the
followed
lie
practicing
physician.
chosen profession in thi- cil

first

united nation.

when

place in

its

\

-

in Parke county. Indiana, on the
December, 1S49. Henry X. Kirkdrew K. and £
;on) Kirkpatrick, both natives of

they removed to Allen
county. Kansas, taking up their abode near
where they secured a tract of gov.

ernment land, and there spent the remainder
of their lives, the

death

in

1870.

father passing

Throughout

away

in

his active busi-

he carried on farming aIn his politin an extensive scale.
cal views he was a supporter of Republican
principles, and religiously he was identified
with the Presbyterian church.
1
the terrible border trouble in this
state, and for seven nights was compelled to
cornfield.
Unto Mr. and Mrs.
Kirkpatrick were born nine childr
'Willthree of whom still survive, namely:
iam R.. a prominent attorney of Elreno. Indian Territory: Sarah, the wife of R. M.
ho is engaged in the insurance busiand Henry X..
fitts
ness

his health

ntinue

i

this review.

failed

its

In those early

practice.

days he w-as obliged to spend mucl
time,

day and night,

country to

in ridii

visit his patients,

1

on remote farms, and faithfully did he
respond to all demands from sick and suffervn health
ing humanity, regard'
Mr. Kirkpatrick engaged in the drug business in company with

lived

-

-

C. A. Miller,

er

1

his

r

hi-

which

relatii

when

four years,

interest

to

purchased the

his

p.'

nship

\

1

I

;

stock and building, and since 1895 he has
nduct.
1880, was celebrated the

given his entir
In October,

marriage of Mr. Kirkpatrick and M
L. Anderson, a native of Zionville. Indiana.
and a daughter of Philander A
Three children have been born unto this
union.
Walter W., Ena R. ami Beth R.
The family occupy a beautiful home in Anthony, which was erected in 1887.
ical matters Mr. Kirkpatrick givefaltering support to Republican principles,

—
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and he

is

indeed a public-spirited and pro-

lie was a member of the
Anthony Town Company, and for many

gressive citizen,

years he has lived and labored to goodly
among the people of Harper county.
Shortly after the organization of the town

ends

Anthony he was made a Mason, in which
he has now reached the Knight Templar
degree and is a past eminent commander.
He is also a member of the chapter and blue
lodge and of the Eastern Star. His path has
been marked by good deeds, by honest purof

pose, by commendable industry and worthy
motives, and in the locality which has so

long been his

home he 'has many warm and

true friends

In addition to his extensive business
operations Mr. Lyons has also found time
to devote to the political interests of his

being an active worker

locality,

in the

made township

which he is the
In his social relations

trustee, in

present incumbent.

Lyons is connected with the Independent Order of Odd Fellow-s and with the
Modern Woodmen of America. He is one
of the solid, successful and progressive citiHis worth
lis community.
acknowledged and the people recognize that
ve much to him for his efforts in
Air.

i

.

J.

A.

LYONS.

1

On

the roster of public officials in

mond
name

i

spected

1

if

i

and

effectively

earnestly

for

actively "devoted to

pn ivement.
Mr. Lyi ms

its

a

upbuilding and im-

native of

the

far-off

His father, Michael
Lyons, died when the son was a small boy.
In 1879 our subject came with his mother
to Rice county, where she is still living and
is ni \\ Mrs. Berry.
He was reared to farm
life here and was early taught lessons of
industry, honesty and economy.
His educate ma! privileges were those afforded by

mon

.

CHARLES CAMPBELL.
The

subject of

this

sketch,

who

in 1875.

schools, but since putting aside

his text-books he has added largely to his
knowledge through practical experience,
reading and observation, and is now a well
informed man. For the past several years
he has been prominently and successfully
engaged in the grain business at Raymond,
and in this he has met with a well merited

degree of prosperity.

is

an

enterprising and successful citizen of Logan township, Ottawa county, Kansas, his
postoffice address

being Minneapolis,

ex-soldier of the Civil war, and In
for gallant service is an enviable one.
traces the history of his family in

is

state of Connecticut, his birth occurring in

Haven,

this section of the state.

the

interests "r his fellow citizens, and along
the line of intellectual, moral and material
aent his work has been of marked
Fur twenty-two years he has rebenefit.
sided in this portion of Rice county, years

Xew

ehalf

Ray-

township. Rice county, appears the
A. Lynns, an honored and reJ.
He has
resident of his locality.

labored

ranks

of the Demiocratic party.
On that ticket
he was also elected to the office of justice
of the peace, in which he served for two
years, proving a capable official.
He has
also been called to the office of constable,
and on the 6th of November, 1900, he was

to Ohio, to

Charles

known

in

Kentucky and
Campbell,
central

an

He

America

to Virginia.

who

Kansas

is

has

since

been well
1S77. was

in Preble county, Ohio, February 9,
1844, a son of Charles Campbell, Sr., a na-

born

Kentucky, whose father was born in
of one of the old and honored
Charles Campbell,
families of that state.
Sr., grew to manhood in Kentucky and removed when quite young to Ohio, where
he married Hannah Griffin, a native of
Delaware and a descendant of an old family of that state.
After his marriage he
lived for a time in Michigan, but ill-health
compelled him t< ) return to 'hit', where he
died at the age of thirty-seven years, leaving a widow and the following-named chiltive of

Virginia

I

dren: Jacob, who served in the Civil war
as a soldier in the Fifty-fourth Rejiment,
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lunteer Infantry, and

now
Kansas; Charles, who

Minneapolis,

immediate subject of
B.,

who was

Mrs. I\<
William,

ink-

starry

the

flag

the

in

lives

and instruction of

a Christian

ri

lilities

ond

citizenship.

1862

In

I

of

the sec-

at

call

in

life

town-

1.

ni\ ersalist.

who

who

In

hi,

f

,

His w ifi
are living:
Cyrus
at
lives
Girard, Crawford county,
Murry, who lives in Preble county,

a

war of the

i

in

county.

was

children, four of

nn ther,

the affairs

in

al

Campbell was reared to die ari;n under die counsel

3

.

influential

war;

and

ibinsi n,

who

id

•

and

also a soldier in the Civil

tl

under

county,
the

is

sketch

this

whom

roline E., who became Ml
and Mrs.
e two oilier, died
Mr. Campbell located al
home in Logan township, Ottawa county,
Kansas, in 1877.
His farm, which
forty acn
f two hundred and
torn land, is well cultivated and
bell

I

:

:

\

>ted

giment,

1

I

in

Ihio

Lieutenant

regiment, with

Com]
Volunteer

[11-

Morton

iel

as second in

1

being

ship,
l;;o
,

divided

into

fields

-ram.

for

past

I

command and

Captain Taylor

fanner.

general

til

Campbell

Mr.

commandi

ment was
omrnand,
ticipated in the battle at Resaca. Mr.
Campbell was taken prisoner b)

In politics

Rome

to the besl

1

prisoned

at

An-

I

ferred

;

1

the

'<

(

'ist.

md Army
man

I

much

and he

i

the

of

public

I'

-•

interests

ship

and 1:.
township trustee, and has been

and

county,
elected

nfederate

of

assessi

>r.

i

has

le

five

times

I

|

ence,

S

where he

.

ton

war for more than
November, 1864. Dur1"

six months, or until

ing that time
.

spectively

hi

rivation

as

inn us

and

bia.

he

until

ile

it

Leo and

maintain
nd ex-

in

871.

Mr.

\\.

f

farm-

We

now

touch bri

Cam;. hell was

1

I

May 23, [852, a daughter of Martin
L. and E
Wear. Martin
L. Wear was born in Butli r
Ohio,

and Elizabeth
:

Ohio,

at

Thon

imed

re-

'

\\

-

to

\-

and returned
1

<

was

was able

was duly discharged

..

Griffin

n

hat he
th

M. and Charles

ton M. Campbell mar;'.
they have a son and a

century
I

Willi!

!

father's
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subject of this review, grew up under the
invigorating atmosphere of the old homestead farm in Van Buren county. Michigan,
assisting in its cultivation.
He is indebted
to the common schools of his native county
for his educational training, and there he

in Scotland, of stanch old Highland stock,
notable for courage and integrity of character.
The father of our subject was reared
and educated in his native land, where he remained until he had attained the age of
about seventeen years, when he accompanied
his widowed mother and her other children on their emigration to America. His
father was a ship carpenter by trade, and
had been in the employ of the English government in various parts of the world, his
death occurring while he was far distant
from his home. His widow settled in Cincinnati. Ohio, upon coming to America, and
there her death occurred. Her son Edward
removed thence to Cleveland and became a
sailor on the Great Lakes, following the sea
for many years and holding positions of
trust and responsibility as an officer on va-

remaned

trammeled

1

|

Master, maintaining his home in M
ig term of years.
He rendi

curred in Cleveland.

Van Bur
passed

tive service as a soldier in the Unii

the

passing away at the age of fortynine years, while her husband survived to
attain the age of sixty-eight.
They became
the parents of seven children, all of whom
are living at the present time save one.
Harriet, who is the wife of Horase Taylor, of Kingman county, Kansas; James, a

Garden

Kansas; Isabelle;
Chester Waite. the immediate subject of
this review: Eunice; Marshall; and Maude.

resident of

is

deceased.

stalwart Democrat, and his religious faith
of the Christian church, of which
his wife

were

was

are the parents of two children.-

also a devoted

member. They

folic of sterling character and were
held in high regard by all who. knew them.
Chester W. Whitelaw. the immediate

*

who was born in 1886: and
Henry, born in 1888.
sia.

Our subject is the owner of a fine farm
property, his place comprising tw< hundred
and eighty acres of very fertile land, and is
in Vinita township, his
In politics he acaddress being Cheney.
cords allegiance to the Populist party, and
has shown a proper interest in public affairs
of a local nature. He has been called upon
to serve in offices of distinct trust and responsibility, having been trustee of his town-

located

Plains.

In his early life Edward
Whitelaw was a sailor on the Great Lakes,
but he devoted the later years of his life to
agricultural pursuits.
In politics he was a

who

y

during the war of the Rebellion, and was
known as a man of the highest character and
marked talent.
Mr. and Mrs. Whitelaw

to

Michigan, where' they
remainder of their lives, the

the

of the plains and mountains

in [Michigan, making the trip on the
Northern Pacific Railroad t St. Paul, this
line having but
recently been completed
through the Rocky Mountains. On the 16th
of October, of the same year. Mr. Whitelaw
was united in marriage to Miss Angelina
Van Wickla. who was born in Van Euren
county, Michigan, the daughter of Rev.
William ami Mary Failing) Van Wickla.
The former was a clergyman of the Methodist Episcopal church, and was an able and
faithful worker in the cause of the Divine

prominence in the community.
He was
born in Massachusetts and his death oc-

finally

life

home

i

Edward and Theodosia Whitelaw,

1877. when he came to the,
Kansas. He saw much of the un-

until

being employed on cattle ranches and in various other capacities in Colorado, Texas,
Arizona. Xew Mexico and the republic of
In 1884 he returned to his old
Mexico.

ats.
He married Theodosia Waite,
wh< was born in the city of Cleveland, where
she was reared and educated, being the
daughter of Dr. Chester Waite. a pioneer
physician of the Forest City and a man of

!

I

]

ship and also incumbent of the office of jus-

Fraternally he
tice of the peace.
been identified with the Masonic order, having been raised to the master's degree in

Bloomingdale Lodge, in Van Buren county!
Michigan. Mrs. Whitelaw is a m
Methodist Episcopal church, and is

the

I
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Lee, a
nity,

where her popularity

is

MM

1\

GAWITH.

-

Kansas,
1

1

who

lias

been

identified

with
son

local interests since 1872, is a

Gawith, a native of England,

.

who

early settlers in that part of

1

Ralph Gawith was born in Engyears ago and lived there
[8/2, when, bidding his old friends
i

,1

and neightx rs a farewell, he sailed for the
United States, landing- at New York after a
two-weeks' voyage and coming thence direct
to Ottawa county.
Ik- took up a homestead in Garfield township, where he prospered and where he died in 1890. at the
seventy-six years.

He was

farmer and a patriotic and useful citizen,
and was an affectionate husband and famestead,

now
:

the

I

children

named Ralph.

her.

-Mr~. Gawith has a daug]
By her marriage with
Mr. Gawith she h
ren:
Laura
Elizabeth and 1
Arthur
Raymond, Bertha Anna and John Ernest.
In politics Mr. Gawith is independent, reserving the right to vote always for 1'

man

for the place,

Hannah

Emily

Belle,

Bertha Ann.
Gawith, the immedi
reared on his father
Stead and was early initiated into the mysteries of farming.
He remained with his
father until he was twenty-one years of age,
receiving a good education in the public
schools, and then engaged in the butchering business, in which he continued successfully for three years, and which he abandoned to become a farmer and stockman.
He has proved himself a good st< ck-raiser,
producing a grade of cattle second to none
in his vicinity.
His farm consists of one
-

hundred and sixty acres, well improved and
cultivated, and well equipped in every way
for successful operation.

is

a citizen of

much

be depended

upon
every

public

spirit

movement

for the public g

S.

A.

STOUT.

been a n
ber county since 1884 and now makes his
home on sectii n 25, edar
tship, where
he is successfully engaged in farming. He
S.

Sti ut

.V.

lias

(

is

I

numbered among the

Sunflower

Elizabeth.

James.
Jane and

lie

who may

to further to the extent of his ability

.

;.

Joseph.

Ottawa

early settler in

0:011.

John Gawith, a prominent tanner and

until

known

She was

of English na1
died in
[885, at the age of thirrj
leaving an enviable record as a good citizen and
tanner.
By her first mai

takable

ty.

well

of an unmis-

1283

state,

his

nati

bi

in Lyon county, Kansas.
pened his eyes to the ligl

There

on the .13th of Februar
one of the honored pioneer fami'i
state.
His father. Mahlon S
of the

first settlers in

L

1

le

was

born in Chatham county. North Carolina,
a son of Thomas Stout, who
in that state, and was of English
The father was connected with tli
of Friends or Quakers.
believe
|

war or bloodshed, but believed in living
in harmony and peace with till men.
Mahlon Stout was reared upon his father's
farm, early becoming familiar with all the
in

duties and
fall to the lot of the
and after arriving at years of
maturity he married Nancy 1.
also a native of North Carolina, and a
daughter of James Lamb. In the
they ren:
imty. Indiana.
agriculturist,

;

Mr. Gawith was married January 17.
Mrs. Martha
Lee) Bri<
native of England, and a daughter of
J.
1

becoming

:

that locality and

subsequently Kansas numbered them

among
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1284

her worth}- citizens, for at an early period
in the development of Lyon county
they
took up their abode there, securing a claim
which the father transformed into a good
farm, making his home thereon until his
death, which occurred when he was seventyone years of age. He, too, was identified
with the Si ciety of Friends, and his life was
in harmon} with its teachings and princiIn his political affilations he was a
ples.
Republican, and at all times was a citizen
of worth, deeply interested in every measure and mi ivement calculated to promote the
general good. His wife was also identified
with the same religious denomination and
passed away in 1894, at the age of sixtythree years, respected by all who knew her.
In their family were eight children, seven

Addison T., who
of whom are yet living:
resides in Lyon county, Kansas: James A.,
ds county,

Oklahoma;

Silas A., the

Thomas C, also a
county. Oklahoma: Milton C. a mail-carrier of Emporia, Kansas;
Alva M.. living on the old farm in Lyon
county; and Oron, also living on the old
subject of this review;

resident of

homestead

On
county

Woods

in

Lyon

count}'.

three hundred and sixty acres of valuable
land, constituting one of the finest farms in
this portion of the state.
He has one hundred and seventy-five acres under the plow,
and the fields of spring give promise of
abundant harvest in the autumn. The re-

mainder of his land is planted to blue grass.
There is a good residence, substantial barns
and outbuildings, a bearing orchard and a
grove, all of which features add to the value
and attractive appearance of his place. Mr.
Stout exercises his right of franchise in supmen and measures of the Republican party and for ten years has been a
member of the school hoard, but is not a politician in the sense of office seeking.
He
belongs to the Modern Woodmen society,
and he and his wife are members of the Socity of Friends.
As a citizen he is progressive and public-spirited and gives his co-operation to all measures for the general good.
During his residence in Barber count}- he
has become widely known and has gained
port of the

many

friends.

Kau-

family homestead in Lyon
A. Stout was reared, working in

B. F.

the old
S.

the fields through

the

months

of

and assisting in the arduous task of developing and cultivating a new farm. The
public schools afforded him his educational
privileges, and thus between stud}', play and

work his youthful days were spent. When
twenty-three years of age he was marGreenwood county, Kansas, to Sarah Andrews, who was born and educated
in North Carolina, her parents being Jacob
and Rachel (Stout) Andrews, who were
also natives of North Carolina, and died in
Chatham county, that state. The marriage
ibjeet and his wife has been blessed
with six sons and a daughter: Harvey L.,
Benjamin H.. George. Charles. Roy, Clemma E. and Gladys X.
ried, in

On coming

to Barber county in 1884
ed a pi iriii 'ii of the tract of

land occupied by the Osage Indians.
His
place comprised one hundred and sixty acres.
but to this lie has added until he now owns

HORNER

The

summer
ty.

distinguished citizen of Rice counB. F. Horner, has for many years been a

resident of this favored section of the state.

Ahas

a

pioneer and agriculturist he
all with whom he
is widely known

soldier,

won

the respect of

has been associated, and he
as one of the

most prominent citizen- of
He was born in Henry

central

Kansas.

count}-,

Indiana,

November

7.

1841.

His

and Hannah Horner, were
Maryland and Tennessee, anil their wedding was celebrated in
Indiana. The mother, who was of German
descent, was a daughter of William Mauiparents, Richard

natives respectively of

'if

[i

the early pioneers of Indiana

prominent farmer there. He reared a
mx children, Martha. Betsy,
Henry, Joseph, Jessie, and Hannah. The
parents were members of the Methodist
church, and the father passed away at his
old home in Indiana.
Richard Horner, the
Father
our subject, was of Scotch-Irisn

and

a

i

1

E

—
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Isi
n ared in Indiana.
blacksmith's trade, which

Bescent,

and was

[earned

the

i

thi

i

;

'

I

le

he

[855,
ing land

when he

He

1886.

13,

npation and was a Refarming
publican in his p litical views, but was never
His
an aspirant for political , preferment.
wife survived him for twelve years, dying
on the nth of April. 1898. They were the
parents of five children, namely:

J'..

I'.,

iew

:

William, w

who

served

in the

In-

when

yi

F.

1'..

11

call

trner

accompanied
1

1

\va

when

his
fifte

remained at home 11:
loyally responded to his country's
I

when

Iowa; and Joseph, who died

>ung.

mi their
lie

!e

for troops,

,:

becoming a member

<<i

the

Thirty-seo>nd [1 wa Volunteer Infantry, under Captain John Scott.
They were c nsigned to the western department of the
ps, under General A.
J. Smith, and were at Island No. 10. Fort
Pillow, Tennessee; and Columbus. Kenduring his army service Mr. Horner contracted measles, which wei
l

Kings,

and on-account of

had been planted. Thirty acres of the
broken and was planted to
do rn. Mr. [orner put
half-interesl in the crop and inn
began the further impr
his land.
lie lived in the "Id house for five ye;
then built a story and a half frai
trees

I

-

barn and othei
ird ami in

man

way- haid beautified his
As time ha.- passed he ha- added to
>v\

place.

three hun-

11-

di ed and i\\ nt)
acre-, and his land is located nine miles northeast of Little River.
>n
the 14th of December, [864, .Mr.
<

same regiment, and
Shepard, a

of

resident

in

1

the Thirty-second Iowa Volunteer
fantry during the war of the Ri

in

Jesse,

Horner purchasi
Union township, on which

Mr.

lose.

claim

th(

'

this re\

E

»5

uc until

government. He placed his farm
ed black
under cull
smithing to some extent, but he afterward
Bold that place and purchased another farm,
where he remained until his death, passing

away September

7

.-

disability he

Horner was united in marriage to Miss
Susan Clemen-, who was born in
vauia. February 3. [843, a daughter of David and Mar)
ens, 11aKey-tine state.
the
Their
marriage was celebrated in Pennsylvania,
and in 1858 they removed to Iowa, where
they entered and imp
and there the father died on the 71I1 of
September. [866. lie was a plain, unassuming farmer and never aspired to pul
toriety.
I lis wife survived him many year-.
passing away on the 10th of January. [89 k
I

at the rip*

ne Mrs.

was

He then returned to his hi me in h iva, bul for three or
four year- thereafter he was unable for manr,
and he has never fully regained

ars and

1

nine months.
S
The children b rn unto .Mr. and Mi
ens were twelve in number, name!

David Crowe; George,

her
'
.

Ihristina

_><j.

died

rn April

small

pens

a

-

month

ania;

born

ices.

Nicholas,

lu-.i

resides

£864, he

was then married and beg
small

way

in

Iowa.

He

remained

-

now

living

in that state until 1878, when he came with
a team and covered wag< n to Kans

anda, b

fag in Rice county, and. like mi

of

settlers,

he had

all

to

make

si

•

ary

\.

3,

wife
23,

hue-:
1S45.

[

835, is
April

>rn

and

of

became

II.

1840.

S
the

Jones;
is

Lu-

the wife
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The parents were members of
denomination, but were honChristian people, and were loved and
respected by all who knew them. Unto Mr.

subject.

across the plains in the Fauntleroy expedi-

no

tion to Xew Mexico in 1S54.
The party
was two months en route and met Kit Carson, the famous border man, in the Raton

religious

est,

and Mrs. Horner have been born five children: Robert R., born September 12, 1865,
is a farme
vnship; Oscar B.. born

June

1868, is also engaged in farming
A., born January 11, 1870, is
Sylvester, born November
23,

4.

Mary

here:
at

Mountains, near Ryado.
The boy remained at Fort Union one
year and from 1855 to i860 he remained at
Santa Fe, where he learned the Spanish language. From there he went to Kansas City,
Missouri, and thence, in i860, through Xew
Mexico to San Antonio, Texas. There the
excitement incident to the beginning of the
Civil war impelled him to enlist in the
United States regular army, and he became
a member of Company E, Third Regimenn
United States Infantry, receiving his military clothing and outfit in the old Alamo,
the scene of the death of David Crocketa
Under General Fitzjohn Porter he went
north to Fort Hamilton, in March, 1861,

home;

died

1872.

April

born December

10.

19,

1881

1879.

Mr. Horner

:

is
is

and Melissa,
wife

the
a

member

of
of

His life
G. A. k. Post of Little River.
has been me c i activity in the industrial
world, and the success which he has achieved

"the

1

wn

of well directed labor.

CHARLES SCHAEFER.
The Hon. Charles

Schaefer.

1

wick. Harvey county,

and was a member of the

E

the pio-

central Kansas, and he has
neers
well and favorably known for his
in public life, both in war and peace.
1"

<

1

Charles

Schaefer was born in

Hamm,

'many. December 23. 1S42.
in 1848 with his mother and two brothers, Richard Schai
father, having come over a short time before
and located at Dayton, Ohio, where he engaged in manufacturing and printing fabrics
and oil-cloths. The father met his wife and
family in Xew York city, where the wife
and mother died within a few months, leav-

He came

to

America

—

ing three children
Charles, who is the immediate subject of this sketch: William',
lives in St. Louis. Missouri
and
Richard, who lives in California and has ten
children.
After the death of their mother
Charles and William lived with an aunt in
St. Louis, Missouri. When Charles was only
eleven years old his adventurous spirit
compelled him to run away from his home
and he began his eventful and romantic
career by -hipping on board the river boat
Polar Star, which he left at Fort Leavenworth. Kansas, where Dr. Leatherman employed him in taking a horse and buggy

who now

first reinforcing
party at Fort Pickens.
En route to that
point on board the Atlantic troop ship, he
was promoted to the rank of corpora;. Later for gallant conduct at the battle
t
Santa Rosa Island, he was made a sergeant.
He
had charge of the only rifle gun used by the
Federals during the two bombardments of
the fort, and only for his rashness, which
amounted to insubordination, he would have
been given a commission in the regular army for his bravery at that time. After the
capture of Pensacola he started to
regiment at Camp Lovell and reached White
House Landing, on the Pamunkey river,
the day before the Confederate General
Stuart raided that point.
He had been

:

1

wounded in the head by a piece of shell at
Fort Pickens, painfully, but not so seriously,
but after that he soon recovered. He participated in the seven days" fight before Richmond, and in the second Bull Run battle
unded in the back by a piece of an
exploded shell. He fought at Antietam and
at Fredericksburg under Burnside and under Hooker at Chancellorsville, and participated in the battle at Mine Run.
Later
he was on duty in Xew York city, where he

had

a part in quelling the historic draft riots.
At Gettysburg he received a wound, which
he immediately had bandaged in order that
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rward in the fight.
F< r
ie was incapacitated for
was
engaged
in
recruiting
and
work at
is,
ami at Wheeling, West
fi

fi<

ice

Reji ining

Virginia.
I

then

'

.

burg with the

:'•

Army

in

of the

;'

the

to

I
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him and thus end

the war."
His superior,
by the boldness of his proposal,
forbade him to fire. Mr. Si
':
the experii
e war by
membership with Stephenson Pi st, No. 265,
Grand Army of the Republic, which
ganized and of which he was. fii
mander, and of which he has been
horrified

commander

held until he

several times since.
During
President
leveland's seci nd administration
he was appointed United St;
Vera Cruz, in Old Mexico. He has several
times been defeated at the polls for repre'

Leavenworth,

having

r

1

ar after his dis-

em-

clerk in the

Harker.

i
;

He

then accepted
Kansas, and while there entrade,

remaining

until

en he located
n his cattle ranch
near Sedgwick. Harvey county, Kansas.
Mr. Schaefer's official career in civil life
1

:

iteresting.

At sixteen years

having a knowledgi
learned to speak the
Spanish language fluently and forcibly at
•Santa Fe. as has been stated, and became in-

German language, he

terpreter

Idexio

[of

:

In 1870 he

.

and Mr.

Fin::

ick bef< re

!

New

tJ

structed to that point.
There he
proved himself a kind-hearted, open-handed
man. who could refus
nable re.

sentative in the state
state senator, but has

mittee.

For a time Mr. Schaefer was in the
grocery trade with William Finn as a partner, under the style
Finn, at
Albuquerque, Xew Mexico, where they did
a large wholesale and retail trade. During
the period of hard times in Kans;
1

I

Schaefer was instrumental in furnishing
subsistence to many needy families, which
he did liberally without money and without
price.
For a time he was the proprietor of
a creamery, which he sold in 1900. and since
that time he has lived in retirement from
active business.

Mr. Schaefer was married
ton, District of

only

sup]

diem with many nec-

•

E

own

but greatly to his

.

det-

riment advanced them n
ed at a high rate of interest.
It
until 1875 tnat he could be induced
to apply
and when he
General Clitz. asking the privilege of re1

ferring to

him,
s

the

latter

any man

replied
this

in

that

nati n

if

that

eminent
tefer.

S

5

I

I

a

;

dead

Near Gettysline,
young
sighted

shot,

federate forces
in

the

distance.
fficer

He

covered

with h

By

is

pulling trigger

Con-

turning

I

rhat

Robert F. Lee.

the

I

<

General

can

kill

and for

legislature

always run ahead of
his party ticket.
At this time he is chairman of the Democratic county central com-

Columbia,

at

Washing-

in June.

1865, to

Mexican lad
friend of Mr. Schaefer's, was killed at the
battle c f Gettysburg.
She bore him thirteen
a

whom are living, and died
Sedgwick, Kansas, in 1884. Their daughRose, married Fred W. Hurlbut. of
ego, Kansas, and they have six children.
Their son, E. J. Schaefer, liv<

children, four of
in

ter.

his

father's
one-hundred-and-sixty-acrefarm, a mile and a half north of Sedgwick.
Their son. John F. Schaefer. lives at Rocky

married. As a
Second Louisiana

>d is
t

Company

C,

In-

he participated in the Cuban war.
Their son, Earl L. Schaefer. wh<
fantry,

ist,

a

is

student

in

the

university at

Lawrence. Kansas.
Bi th

I

1

ince the Civil

war Mr.
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John H. and Catherine Griem, the latter of
whom is deceased. The former toe k part

Schaefer had a lively experience in Kansas,
New Mexico, Arizona and Texas with Indians and horse thieves, and at one time he

A

was an enthusiastic buffalo hunter.

a soldier in many campaigns, notably
during the rebellion of Kossuth.
He is a
very substantial and prominent citizen of
Loge. where he is passing his declining
years.
Four children were born to the parent- of our subject, viz.:
R. F., who is

as

com-

plete history of his life would, perhaps, read
more like romance than like reality, but be-

ing one of the most modest of men who
speaks of heroic and dangerous incidents
of his life as though they were only the ordinary experiences of less adventurous men,
he is little likely to furnish the data for such
a work, and consequently it is not likely ever
For more than twenty years he
to appear.
has held a captain's commission in the state
militia.
Had he been a man of m
and less generosity, had he been
himself
and less to his fell
voted to

the subject of this sketch; R. H., who is a
ominent citizen and old settler of

Rochester township; Sophia Ann. who marl
H. Winter, who is a well known citand postmaster of the German city
where they reside; and Henry, who is an
educated and respected citizen of his native
land.
The whole family was reared in the
ried

I

;

izen

i

he might now be one of the wealthiest and
As a
most prominent men of the west.
soldier, as a citizen, as a neighbor a
and as a husband and father, he has in every
way discharged fully all the duties and responsibilities of life, and those who know
him best know how richly he deserves more
than the measure of worldly success which he
has attained, and his many friends express
their ardent wishes for his future pi
and hap;
:

R. F.

GRIEM.

I

faith of the Lutheran church.
R. F. Griem obtained a very fair education in the well-conducted schools of his
native village, but at the age of seventeen
left Germany in order to take advantage
of the larger opportunities for agricultural
advancement, which were offered in the
western part of the United States. He located first at Wichita, Kansas, where he

he

remained for two years, engaged in
lines of industry, but in 1881 he home]
steaded a farm of one hundred and sixty
acres in Peters township. Kingman o >unThis first farm he sold advantageously
ty.
and in 1892 he purchased again and 11 nv
owns a line estate of six hundred an
u
of the choicest and most fa1

Among

the large landholders and pn

m-

inent citizens, R. F. Griem, of Peters township, Kingman county, takes a leading position.
Since 1877 he has resided here and
has been one of the important factors in

the development of the agricultural and
cattle interests of the county.
>f German
birth and ancestry, he has added to these
the best characteristics of the American
I

and few men in this locality have
been more generally successful or are more
tlii n mghly respected.
R. F. Griem, the subject of this biography, was born in the town of Loge, in
.mce of Hanover, on October 20,
family being a leading one in that
locality, his honored father being mayor of
The parent-; of nr subject were
the town.
citizen,

-

1

vorably situated land in this township. The
Chikaskia river gives him plenty of water.
which makes his land well suited
purposes, and he keeps two hundred cattle on his pasture lands, while he has two
hundred acres under cultivation. His home
and surroundings are comfortable and he
has every reason to take a just pride in
wdiat he has accomplished since his location
1"

Mr. Griem believe-;
improvements and all ab
farm shows the effect-; of careful

in

this

state.

in

sub-

stantial

ment.

Griem
marriage to Miss Anna D.
o unty, but a native
many. She was reared and educated in Illinois, and was a daughter
f Dederick and

At the age of twenty-one Mr.
ted

in

Bartels, of this

1

Anna

Bartels. both of

whom

are deceased.

MR. VND MRS.

R. F.

GRIEM.
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Mrs. Griem h
sons and two daughters,
Anna, Lena
II.. Sophia
Charles
hamely:
1>. r.i.
Renning 11. and Frederick.
Mr. Griem is one of the most progressPeters to<wnt
ive and intelligent citizens
Republican and
is a
[n
ship.

and

children,

three

whom more

concerning
tlu r

1

'in

!8 9

be written fur-

will

v

1

en married S. Phelps,
count) Penns) h

1

and

1

of birth.

dud

in

[el-

I

Erie

.

stead, in

i

1

lie

mother of these children survived the father ten years, and bh<

offices in

sleep in Greenfield cemetery, a beautiful ru-

has efficiently filled a number of tl
the township, serving for several
terms as township treasurer and
township clerk. His duties have been performed with credit to himself and to the
of the community.
Mr. Griem is active

In

satisfaction

entire

fraternal

circles

1

as well as mi

-t

substantial

men

means and
erty.

active

in this

com-

munity.

left

a

with small

and died triumphant

in

th<

ist.

1

\\

g-e

the age of

ashington

ten

birthplace,

in

.una,

'

new home.
his

life

including valuable stock.
They were
members of the Methodist Episcopal

I

I

They began
good farm

ral burial place.

in

todge Mo. 347, A. F. & A. M.,
As a
and also in the Woodmen order.
fiapable manager of a large estate and as a
is
Mr.
Griem
man.
Successful business
to the public, but he is more than
husband, a kind fathat, being
His cheerful
ther and a helpful neighbor.
makes him a welcome guest in any
A he is one of the most popular

he

:

In

fathers'

I

'age.

iS 15.

in

at

was taken from his
Vermont, to Erie
where his father founded a
years,

a little

l<

g

scl

farm he acquired

limited

a

When he was
between eighteen and nineteen years old he
bought his time of his father for lift; dollars in g> Id, which he paid him from the proa farm near Oil City, Pennsylvania, at fifteen dollars a month, during
the ensuing year.
Having finished his en-

common-school education.

i

GEORGE WASHINGTON PAGE.

gagement
1

irh.

who

is

a

pronihv.it and successful farmer of section

Burrton t< wnship, Harvey county. Kansas, and whose p st ffice is at Burrton, was
born near Lake Champlain, in Vermont,
His father. Phineas
February 13. 1835.
rage, was
rn in Vermont aboul
died in Erie o unty, Pennsylvania, in 1870.
He was of an Id Methodist family of New
England, and lie married Mary Spalding,
the Green Mountain state, about
jo.

1

1

1

:

1

They had

[828.

named

as

f>

11'

u

-

five

their na-

:

Marj

nois,

wh<

City he visited his
thence to Kane county,

in

for

Illim

is

mployment

1

1

at eighteen dollars a

for a

Illi-

year

month. He remained
working one winter
mouth.

three years,

James Miller

at sixteen dollars a

and then returned to brie county, Pennsylvania, where he was married. December 27
Miss Len< ra
lurtrighr, who was
born in New Jersey, September 2]
daughter of Samuel and Eleanor (Weston k k
ourtright. members of twi
w Jerse) families.
Mi
right, who was a blacksmith by trade, reared
seven daughters and three sons of hi
children, of whom Mrs. Page was the third
'<

<

1

1

W

childi

in

Albert Page was born near Unionfown, Erie count}. Pennsylvania. He has a
son and a daughter, and is a retired farmer
tivity

at Oil

home and went

E.

married

Diaries Austin, of Erie county, Pennsylvania, and died in 1901. at the age oi seventy
years. leaving a son and a daughter and

some grandchildren. George Washington
Page, the immediate subject of this sketch.

order of birth.
His son, J< hn A. Courtdied June 15, 1X07. aged
years; Phcebe married and di<
in

right,

child.

-

Augusta marrii

,-h.

who

in Pike county, leaving
thro
Frances is the widow of a Mr. Drake, of
Brooklyn, New York.
Samuel, who s a

died

j

:
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2 qo

foreman

great packing housi

in the

mour & Company,

E

Vi

of Chicago, Illinois, has

three daughters and
me son. Euphrasia
married C. C. Mitchell, of Brooklyn, New
MrYork, tnd has two children.
father died in the winter of 1857, aged
forty-seven years: her mother remained a
i

widow until her death, in 1887. They are
buried at Milford, Pike county, Pennsylvania.

Washington and Lenora (CourtPage have had six children, as follows: Their first born son, Frank B., died at
the age of eight months, August 21, [861,
Mary
at Blackberry, Kane county, Illinois.
re rge

<

right

I

4. 1864, married Oscar
Wespe, and lives at Hutchinson, Kansas.
born
S..
June
13, 1S70. lived for a
John
time in Chicago, Illinois, and is now a citizen i "la. Kansas. He has two daughters.
Clarence .\.. born in Burrton township, Harvey county, Kansas, June 13, 1873. died

Eleanor, born June

I

1

i.

Tered E..

who

June 4. 1874, lives at Shawnee. Oklahoma,
and has one si 111, two others having died.
Nellie M. married Charles Baxendale, of
She was born April 14,
Halstead, Kansas.
1876, and has three interesting children.
t\v<- daughters and a son.
September 13. 1861, George Washington Page enlisted in Company I. Eighth
Regiment, Illinois Cavalry, for a service of
At the exthree years or during the war.
piration of twelve months and fourteen days
in- w.i- discharged on account of disability.
being incapacitated for service by hernia.
The United States recognizes his services
by the regular payment f twenty-four dolIn the fall of 1S71 he and
lars a month.
family prepared to leave Chicago for
In';
when
the great fire of that
Kansas, and
year broke out they were packed and ready
1

to take their departure.
(ith

1

f

(

Icti

They

her. wdiile the city

started on

was

still

banks with other enterprises, he did not receive his pay for it until he reached Wichita.
Mr. Page homesteaded one hundred and
sixty acres of land where he it w lives, on
section 26, Burrton township. Harvey county.
The country round about was then unbroken prairie and the railroad had been
constructed only to Newton.
He rapidly
improved a farm and placed it under cultivati> n. one of his improvements being the
planting of fruit and shade trees.
While
giving attention to general farming he has
raised some fine horses, one of hi- teams
bringing him four hundred dollars.
He
had one fine team of nearly white Arabian
horses, a photograph of which has been
shown the writer. The picture, which represents Mr. Page seated in a carriage to
which the horses are attached, is a striking
one.
Formerly a Republican, he had during recent years been a Populist.
He was
first justice of the peace elected in the
township, and is a veteran member of the
local school board.
He is identified with
the Christian church, and Mrs. Page with
the Presbyterian church.
They are typical
American farmers bright, energetic peJ
deal and can tell much
of it in an edifying manner.
Mrs.
George X. Courtright, at the first call for tn ops by President Lincoln, in 1861, enlisted for three

the

—

:

'.

:

month- in the Third Regiment. Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, and at the expiration
of his term of enlistment re-enlisted in the
same regiment fir three years, or during
the war.
After serving fifteen days beyond
the end of his seo nd term of enlistment, he
recived a wound which resulted in the loss
of his right arm. He died in June. 1901. at
Plainfield. Missi uri,

leaving a

aged fifty-seven years,

widow and two

daughters.

he

burn-

and making the journey with a team
red wagon were on the road about
He hail sold the team before leava mi nth.
ing ( hicago For four hundred and fifty dol-

ing,

lar-,

but

business

"ii

in

account of the interruption of
the city by the destruction

of

DAVID HANSELMAN.
The farming

interests of

Harvey 'county

are well represented by David Hanselman,
fls

a

beautiful homestead on section
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32,

c

in
3,

M. Hanselman, who

son of John

(833, a

nativity,

17N

was
|.
union having been
"'

:

her

irried,

first

who

who

Elizabeth,

is

the

\

isas,

la

I

.

at

ilumbiana canity.

the

went
whe

845

\

Virginia,

(

home

1843 he
)hi<

1

>(

Hancock

to

The

ceased.

.'way

Ohio,

'

father

and

..

in In-

1

war of t8i2

in the

In

in

the

and they

diana in infancy: Annie V. wife of William
Merdis, of Platte, Nebraska, and tl
one daughter; and William, who
int in Burrton, and has on<
Mr. Hanselman
nd time
ter.
married. August 15. [889, to Fra
Aver-, wl
Imont c< unty,
Ohio, a daughter of J. W. and Mary Jane

family.

1

ai

at

o amtj

1

I

the only

|i

iselman enlisted

I

al

.

wife

a

1

died,

married
John M. Hanselman, by whom she had ten
-.is
and five daughters, ami
r,

ig

-

\V. Man-, of Ren«

1.

With George Frederick,
Ab
her with one son.

1891

iber,

tbirtj

having occurred

birth

his

Lehigh, about

Lake township,

in

of

as the place

ite

of his
at

born

nary

Burrl

Union

ing

came

in

New

*

children.

>ur

1

Burrton, win
pursuits

to

years, but

a1

i

imersti \vn,

1N77 the

In

many

for

agricultural

in

occurred

fi

time of his death, which

the

tired life.

I

He was

David Hanselman. the si
was early inured to river life on
re he was employed on flatin 1849 unt '' 1861. On ii
m Lincoln was first elected
le United States our subject
Ivania,
>r
New Or-

review,

f<

':

led

i

fri

when
>m

1

the

of

state

guards in fav r of the old
>i
until 1862 or 1863 he was

inning a fern

Ohio, and alIn February. 1865, he was

-. ille,

A,

lpany

One Hundred and Fifteenth Ohio
-

1

very early da\

Infantry.

during the war. serving
i

his

in

way

was captured and
were allowed to go

by
pari

fi

—

.

of one hundred and

Union he was

le

le

8

three times married and became the
Mrs.
father of ten children. Unto Mr. an
Hanselman have been horn two children,
Frances Virginia, who was horn on the 20th
of June. 1890; and Margaret
December 16, 1891.
Mr. Hanselman came to Kan
sixty

a<

dence was a frame dwelling
nurteen feet.
This house now
of his present

c

fortable residence, and
rounded by beautiful

home

his

namental
a large

ing apple tret- and many peach tn
barn was erected in [8
first buffalo hunt was in August. 1871. when
ut nine
with his family, he dr
1

1

igiment the train
rs

ere taken

from

found

;imals.

lai

the bunt they

wounded

mediately wen; to

Mr.

Hanselman
rginia

1

was

n the 13th

'Tied
1

f

it-

a buffalo,

During

which im-

wallov

in

March. 1856,
time the
1,

.

who

died

in

this

namely:

situation

was m<

st

alarming.

Tin

for the team and wagon, where

hi

!
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was an anxious spectator of the scene of
danger, for the buffalo wasthen u
adversary, and before Mr. Hanselman was
aware of his danger the infuriated creature
tossed him in the air, which he did again and
again for the fifth time, and the last time
Mrs. Hanselman thought he was thrown
about twenty feet. At last the bleeding and
infuriated animal fell to the ground dead.
but our subject was still alive and, with the
aid of his wife and son. they started for
home, just before nightfall, Mr. Hanselman instructing his wife to drive toward the
Lone Tree in the sand hills as long as she
could see it. and then to follow the star at
the right, which she did. and finally saw a
light which had been hung out by their
friends, thus reaching their home just before midnight.
Although his escape was
miraculous, Mr. Hanselman survived to
again hunt buffaloes on the plain,-, yet his
thrilling adventure made him ever afterward cautious among those creatures.
The Republican party receives Mr. Hanoperation,
selman's hearty supp
>- ticket he has been honored with
:

a

number

of public offices.

He was

the

first

organize the school district here, for many
years served as township trustee and treasurer, and for two years held the office of
rth)
Both he and his wife are
and consistent members of the Christian
church, and among the honored residents
of Harvey county they occupy a

to

w

I

place.

AXDREW; JACKSON MILLER,
Andrew

J.

Fairfield

1S33.

was
was

His

In tii

count}',

father.

was born in LancasOhio, December 17,

Andrew Jackson

Miller,

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and
Evangelical minister, preaching

in

an
mostly in Ohio'.

He

delivered his last ser-

He was
in Little York. Pennsylvania.
engaged there largely in evangelistic work,
and at a revival meeting, while making the
opening prayer, was suddenly seized with
and almost immediately
failure,
heart
mon

a

Ohio, he
Sc tch lady

They were

the parwhom but two are
of patriotism was
inherent in the hearts of this family, and
the four sons, as well as the husbands of
ent- nf eight children, of

now

living.

The

spirit

the four daughters, all served in the Civil
war. namely: Adam; Peter, who was killed
m the battle of Gettysburg; John; AndrewJackson; Henry Garsh, who wedded Amanda Miller; William Lynns, husband of

Man Miller; John Boughman. husband of
Sophia Miller; and Henry Give, who marSarah Miller. All returned from the
war but Peter. His widow followed him
within two years, leaving a son of eight
months to be cared for.
The child was
adopted by his grandfather, Jacob Deal,
ried

wh.' took the place of his parents until the

boy attained the age of sixteen years, when
he left home and served as cabin boy fd|
two years, and afterward as a sailor for four
years, on a vessel owned and in command of
During his abhis uncle, George Miller.
sence in foreign ports his grandfather Deal
died, at the age of eighty years.
The subject of this review was of a

brave and courageous nature, and after
serving as first mate on Captain Miller's
ship he enlisted, in May, 1S61. for a term
of three years in the Fourth Ohio Infantry,

One Hundred and

ThirFor_ over two years he
n'eld the position of hospital steward, and
subsequently that of assistant to the attending surgeon, and remained there until the
He was on detached duty
close of the war.

re-enlisting in the
ty-third Regiment.

of the time in the Georgetown smatfj
and also at Fortress Monroe
and other posts, and always gave the best
He was never obliged to leave
sati- faction.

much

Miller, an eminent physician

of Halstead, Kansas,
ter,

M. D.

breathed his last.
In
married Miss Addie Deal,
of estimable character.

p. ix

hospital,

In- pi 1st of duty m account of illness or lack
His preliminary edof military discipline.
ucation was thoroughly acquired, and with
a natural fondness fur study he laid a firm
He was
foundation for his future career.
among the first in his class in the Medical
he
which
Ohio,
in
College of Cleveland,
graduated in 1859. receiving the degree of
1

Doctor of Medicine.

From

a

desire

to
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the

San Francisco

1

uneo-

1<

is

in

;it

In

1887.

Palesl

'

Andrew
lock, in

in wedMiss Samantha Wo
a daughter of James

Miller

J.

1856,

four years.

1

ti

.

1

ninety-, no

His

years.

when

died

wile

They

left

of five children, one daughter

fantih

-.

— of

whom

war. nan:

three served

the

and Thomas, both

liv-

living in

Cleveland

i860,

in

in

Dr.

Ohio.

-ful, but
left

iska,

and came
where he established a drug
n.ed
:.

after

net! east,

his practice.

the

In

r

locating

he went to Hea
r
lie continued in his
He then returned to Halstead, Kansas, and settled permanently in
|is own hi me. where he has since resided.
The
ctor
as traveled very exti
hut throughout the United
|

).

member

of

11

The knowledge

in

the

ac-

!e

is

1'

»

these

ked up

1

community.

stanch Rea member

Master

a

i-

ma
He

fraternities.

is

sur-

1

and arc

v

them.

*—*

LOWREY.

L. G.

One

of the leadii

sentative

g

fanners and stock-raisers of

Rio
grandfa-

David Lowrey, emigrated from

ther,

Ire-

land to America at an early day and settled iu Pennsylvania, where he remained

He was
most worthy and

until his death.

a

and

res]

a

William
an.'!

fuller

the father of five children, namely:
F., the father

three

who

daughter-

died

in

child-

ginia, where
By their union there were tv
ami Robert. William F.
the father of our subject, was reared partly by his step-father and partly by ai
remaining iu West Virginia until
and married, when he moved
county.
63, and there
n credit and continued its cultivaI

:.

I

t

'

thirteen years.

He

him many

A man

pos-

osen pro-

with a keen mind and a
ranks am- mg the
.

then

-

and movi

iting

gether with the

have broadened his
him a deep insight into the
men, his
for

mends

is

geon -1' the Grand Army of the Republic
n'
He ami his
Burrford Post, No. t86.

:

quired in his experiences of travel,

of hi- years.
.1

married

lien

where

nd Alaska.

man

in

Indiana, but finally, on November 7, 1876,
at Halstead, Kansas, and purpractice of medicine until the year

1

a

Encampment, and

also of the
I

lift

gras

he arrived

fnrnia,

His

.

robust constitution, and he

a

iu

ii'.

Dr. Miller is
Political!)
publican, while fraternally he
of the In

that state in the fall of .1870

store and
:\-..

him

NeOhio; and

Samantha. the wife of our subject. Unto
ind Mrs. Miller have been born one
nn, Winfield Scott, an enterprising drugis married and
and one

'.ice

ians of his daj

of

sathan, a resident

Miller beg

ii

e
ig.

a

and

in

(

\

Ma-

the

it;

committee who visited the Hi
al facts, and remained

sonic

still

1293

-.

unty.

where he

in

on

Rice

built

of the prairie broken and eng
farming and improving his hind, lie placed
section under fence and a large
it under a high state of cultivaAt one time he and his family owned
te n.
over nine hundred ae:

some

1'

-

me

of

it.

the
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tains seven

hundred and twenty

acres, lo-

cated three and a half miles west of Lyons.
It is a valuable and beautiful tract and a
fine farm.
The father remodeled and enlarged the house, making it a commodious

two-story frame resilience, and he also built
large barns and other necessary outbuildings.
The well tilled fields yielded rich
harvests and the good pastures enabled him
tn raise line grades of stuck.
He was also
engaged in surveying, as there was at that
time a great demand for fixing corners and
locating lands.
The town of Lyons was
just started and he platted several additions
tu it.
He was afterwards elected county
surveyor, filling the position with great
credit.
He was a man of large stature,
strong and athletic, broad-minded, intellienergetic and enterprising, a good
and successful in all that he undertook. He was of a very social and genial nature, benevolent and kind to the poor,
a good neighbor and friend and much respected and beloved by all wdio knew him.

gent,

financier

was

Politically he

a

Democrat and

filled

sev-

eral minor township and county offices, although lie did not aspire to public life. Religiously he was an active and consistent

member

of the Presbyterian church, contributed liberally to its support, helped to
erect the church at Lyons and was for many
years an elder in the church. He died suddenly of paralysis on the 23d of April,
His wife survives him and is hale
1893.
and hearty at the ripe old age of seventy-

She makes her home at Topeka,
She is a daughter of Thomas and
Elizabeth (Askew) Stewart, the former a
native of Pennsylvania and the latter of
grandfather,
Her paternal
Maryland.
Leonard Stewart, was a Pennsylvania

five years.

Kansas.

who moved to Marshall county,
Virginia, where he died in 1873, at
Pie
the ripe old age of ninety-eight years.
farmer

West

was married twice,
had one daughter.
Dennison.
By his
children, namely

and by

his first

Hester,

wife he

now Mrs. A.

second wife he had six
Thomas. Hugh, Joseph,
Thomas
and Robert.
father of Mrs. Lowrey, was
:

Alexander.

Press

Stewart, the
a

farmer of Marshall county,
He
Virginia, where he died in 1S71.

prominent

West

His first union was
with one daughter, Emily, now
Mrs. Finley, and_the children of his second
union were:
Thomas, deceased; Cyrus,
also deceased; Frank, now a resident of
Ohio; Hezron, who makes his home in
Rice county; Elizabeth, the wife of Mr.
Davis; Jane, who married a Mr. Kimmons;
Mary, deceased; and Amanda, the mother
of our subject.
Unto William F. and
Amanda (Stewart) Lowrey were born

was twice married.
blessed

L. G., the subject of this

three children:

review David S., now living in Texas and
Ida B., the wife of Professor H. W. Jones,
ropeka, Kansas, professor of music
of
there.
The parents" of this family were consistent members of the Presbyterian church.
L. G. Lowrey, whose name introduces
iis
record, was born in Logan county.
Ohio, August 2, 1864. He came to Kansas with his parents when eleven years of
age and here grew to manhood, assisting
his father in the work of cultivating and
;

t

;

;

improving

his

homestead farm

mer months and

in

the winter

in the

sum-

months he

acquired a common and high school education. After arriving at years of maturity he
married and engaged in farming for himself, while later and before the death of
his father he virtually had charge of the
homestead farm and stock. In 1894 he settled .hi .lie if the farms, where he remained
until 1897, when he moved to the homestead and took full charge of everything.
He still makes his home there and engages
He
in general farming and stock-raising.
also runs a corn sheller and utilizes his enHe
gine for grinding feed for the stock.
enterprising and
i- one of the prominent,
public spirited young fanners of Rice county, was at one time a working member of
the Farmers' Alliance, was secretary of the
local Alliance, and was much interested in
1

the co-operative store and all Alliance work
of the county.
On the 1 8th of October, 1893. he was
united in marriage to Miss Eva Alexander,
a lady of intelligence and culture, born in
Mercer county, Illinois, October 19, 1864,
a daughter of William P. and Elizabeth (Stewart) Alexander, the former a
native of Ohio and the latter of West Yir-

and
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wore married in Illinois and
Mercer county, where lie engaged
f years.
in fanning for a number
He then
bought a farm in Ku<'\ county, near Gales- and is pp minentlj
fnirg, \\ h<
Identified with the farming interests
Pliey

settled

iii

i

He

a man of sterling integrity
commanding the resp
all who know Inn.

is

and

honor,
confidence of
and his w ife

was bul

that state

ing the

was Mr.

irty

n

the follow ing

Barrett

business and
head of horses, a large
in

111

his

and was actively

.

odist

ducatu mal mattei
and in
church.
A standi Whig

litical

w<

ill:

.

his

Eva, the wife of our subject;
Harry.
the hi me farm
Ina. wh
died at the age of foui
John and IT \ d, at

was a
owned
number

identified.
'

-

I

h

such civilizers as

Thomas

Barrett.
1

.

a wilderness, await-

just

>

i

.

bounty.

when

1295

hen

children:

he had

mark

In

the

in

po-

read

scarcely

;

The mother

pis family was

worthy

a

of

/eland,

I

though her

i

native

a

family

originated in
serving

Presbyterian church.

Lowrey,

Mr.
-.

tS

and his
born Septembet
htful In me, are

review,

this

i

i

ig

.

interested in everything pertaining

improvement of the
the
Eommunity in which they live and both are
active members of the Presbyterian church,
contributing liberally to its support, and are
to

charitable work.
He is a
Ancient Order of United
en.
Both he and his wife by their
genial and kindl) dispositions and many
Excellencies of character have gained many
e in all

warm

Hawk

of

the

friends.

HENRY

Frank

E.,

who

'ther died

The

-

dents and prominent
ty.

-

Kansas,

is

ttnty commissioner from the First
and one of the busiest officials in
tii

The

Henry
Hutch-

hi.

birth

bri ther,

the one child of thai union being
in

reside- in

G

ffeyville.

The

[873.

education of llcnn Barrett
was pursued in a pioneer school
logs, with its puncheon floor, but here he
was sufficiently prepared to
Quincy, Illinois, it being the desin
have his children thoroughly edearly

I

<

the call

ense

C. Barrett, a resident of the city of

other rep-

e is In.

.

nil

to

thi

Later the mother married Elli-

'

BARRETT.

C.

1

Nine children were born

war.

\ln!i!t

district

alsi

ur subject being
of the number, and the onl)

est

came

citizens

and

I

;

pember

iSu

ar ci

was Cath-

subject

0111

who was

the

cli >se

for loyal

of the

Of the

spirits

common

first

to

term

come

to

country and

Befi ire he saw an.
student.
5 oung
he was prostrated bj sickness and it was
not until in June. iSoj. that he
to be enrolled a member of a mpany C,
In the
Sixtieth Indiana Infantry.
with the enemy, at Munfordville,
Kentucky, he was captured with the other
After being exof the regiment.
:t

of

Mr. Barrett occurred in
Indiana, on October 23.

Posey

county,

1841.

His paternal

grandfather.

Barrett, being a native of

Thomas

changed

North Carolina.

1 lie family
was represented both in the
war of [812 and the Black Hawk war,
where it rendered distinguished services.
The parents of Mr. Barrett, of this sketch,
were Thomas and Catherine (Cleveland)
Barrett, the former of whom was born in
Kentucky and removed to Indiana in 1830.

he,

\\

iih

the

1

thers,

ji >h

1

and participated in the attack
the Chickasaw Bavi u with the army on
.nan.

in

the

way

b

Post.

The

was then
here he helped in the digging of

Then

th

regiment to which Mr.
was placed under General
and fought its way to Magnolia Church
the
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after crossing the river, and was at Champion Hill and at Vicksburg.
His brother

Thomas,

in

this

same company and

regi-

ment, was killed at Carrion Crow Bayou,
Louisiana.
From there the regiment was
sent to do service in Texas, and was discharged in March. 1865, but on acount
of Air. Barrett having been transferred he
did not receive his discharge until in June.
With the other brave soldiers our subject returned to his home and began to consider the future.
War had prevented a
professional

education,

the

learning

ofc

a

trade or the building of a business career,
and it was just at this period that his
mind was turned to the rich lands of Kansas and promising opportunities in the new
In August. 1866. with three others,
left home, and with
a team
St. Louis, and there took

state.

Mr. Barrett

drove as far as

the river boat bound for Kansas City. Here
he was seized with cholera and for a month
was very sick, recovering only through the
intelligent and skillful care of his brother,
who was a physician.
Mr. Barrett located in Wilson county,

Kansas, and began pioneer farming, all the
supplies having to he brought from Lawwhich was cue hundred and twentyfive miles away, but was the nearest market.
A few weeks after lie located on his land
came the famous visit of the grasshoppers.
rence,

three veavs the brothers carried

!

on farming operations

here,

and

during

time he served as deputy sheriff.
In
1874 he made a trip to Colorado to engage
in mining, ami made some investments at
oli rado
Springs.
In 1876 his wife returned to Kansas and he sold out his property here and went to the mines at Lake
City, where he remained until 1879, when
returned to Kansas.
Mr. Barrett
then engaged in contracting and plastering
at Nickerson and did much work in Indian
this

lie has since resided, with the exception of
three years spent in Galena.
In that place
he was extensively and most successfully

engaged

in lead and zinc mining, for which
he organized a company, the output of his
plant being from seventy-five to one hundred tons a week.
When he left Galena
he sold out his business interests and now
devotes his whole time to the duties of his
office.
He served two terms as register of
deeds and in 1900 was elected county corafrom the first district, an office
r
which requires not only much careful work,
but one for which Mr. Barrett seem- peculiarly qualified.
The regular monthly
of the board is not sufficient to
enable them to do all of the necessary work,
the overflow devolving upon him as one so
capable and reliable.
Mr. Barrett was united in marriage, on
April 21, 1S70. in Wilson county, Kansas,
to Minnie L. Whiteside, who is the daughter
f Grenzell Whiteside, a farmer of that
county, and the three children born to this
union are as follows: Ray. who is a machinist at Joliet, Illinois; Roy, a student at
The religious connecOttawa; and Roe.
tion of the family is with the Baptist church,
in which body he holds an official position,
while fraternally he is connected with the
Ancient Order of United Workmen; with
Reno Post. G. A. R., at Nickerson; with
Reno Lodge, No. 140. A. F. & A. M.|
Reno Chapter, No. 34, R. A. M.: and Commanderv No. 26. K. T.
1

T.

(

Territory.

been a delegate to almost every convention
since his first location here. In 1891 he was
elected register of deeds, and then removed
to Hutchinson, and in 1893 he erected, in
city

his

elegant

modern home, where

FOX.

the leading citizens of
is J.

B. Fox.

King-

to Kansome years of

who came

sas in September. 1872. after

agricultural life in Iowa, following his long
service in the army during the Civil war.

1884 he located upon his present highly
farm in Chikaskia township.
county, and since that time has
been one of the reliable and representative
citizens of this locality, one who has showqj
a deep interest in all measures which have
been for the benefit of this section.
The birth of Mr. Fox was in Hillsboro,
In

Mr. Barrett has always been an active
of the Republican party and has

member

this

One of
man county

B.

cultivated

Kingman

MR. .AND MRS. [AMES

B.

FOX AND SON.
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Mar)
former of whom was
n

the

i

I

sun.

was
who was

latter

.1

also

ancestry.

Isaac

oi

native

a

Perm-

a native of

daughter

Fergu

probabl)

of frish ancestry. In 184

and Mrs. Fox moved
pdered the ar west,

what was

to
the

of

lo-

prairie.

wing
.

ih.

in

1

ship.

[847, occurred
in the.

ee children left

father-

[866

In

Benjamin, Sarah \\\. and John B.
was married later to Robert
and she died at the age of seven, on our subject's farm in this
county. She was a good, Christian woman,
noted for her kindness and unselfish devoell

Fox was

reared on tire farm
death of his father while he
a child limited his educational
^es and early forced him to assume
ilities.
In August, 1862, he enlisted for service in the Civil war, entering the Thirty-third Iowa Infantry, under
fficers,
Captain J. M. Ball
ami t<
A. Rice.
the most wearying cam]
of the whole war. His regiment at Helena,
B.

id the

I

I

—

—

I

was under the command of Gen-

-.

ter under General Fisk, belonging to the Fourteenth Brigade, and for
a period this regiment was stationed at
at

Cairo,

Fox was married

-Mr.

way

th<

in

county, Kansas, to Mrs. Lotta
1 oker, the w idow of
whose death occurred in [872, lei

ler

widow

hi-

Illinois,

two

oker, of

Bi

'<
<

rL

But-

(Tim-

t< r

—

William
J.
and Mrs.
larrie E.
Mr-. Fox was a
children,

iradi

Gillivan, of Ohio.

(

>,

Timmons, a much
'hi", where
Madison county,

id William
at

children

1

*

f

1

he died

tion to ol

James

in

"

ler

.

1

this until

(

;

g
lie has keen very successful in all
erations and has some very superl
while his farm in every
k,

compares favorably with any

had made much headway

new honn

a

im-

its in the way of barns and shelof these testifying in hi- abilit) as
farmer and successful stock-raiser.

was
Mr. Fox

settlement,

uncultivated

llent
1

ters, all

Iowa,

state of

1

if

Mr.

1

I

''•'
ka county,
time the vicinity in which they set-

!

the raisin
.rain and
which is particular!) pr<
line fruit.
Here Mr. Fox has a very
comfortable In <me sui round< d bj gr
shade and
derful fruitfuld

I

Irish

The

i

[297

for

i

less

HI

the age of thirty-nine year-.

w

1

-

:

His

Lotta,

'.

Edward, and Wesley, of Kingman county. Mks. Fox was reared and
educated in her home in Ma
One
Ohio, and came to Kansas in [886.
son has keen born to Mr. and Mi
!v yal Cecil, on January [3, 1887.
In political conviction Mr. Fox has been
live and
Re]
valued member of the G. A. R. and one of
ling members and generous suprters of the

pi

acter

is

His char-

hristian church.

(

one which has won him

of his communit) and he
representative type
the
f
1

is

tin

an

1

successful

and

at

Arkansas, and at New Orleans.
.Mr. F x remained in the servthe war, faithfully
es, and he was
ih an honorable record.

ck,

the war Mr. Fox rein Iowa, where he rewhen he m< ved to ButKansas, removing later
ber county, and in 1884 coming to Kingman
county.
Here Mr. Fox owns a fine farm
11

•

LEWIS

K.

CADY.

me

S72,

,-,

of this
sketch,

who

is

a representative

i

land,

which

is

well

fanner and
Kansas.
r,

ci

unty mentii

:y.

\\

isi

in the

>i

J

25,

1844, a

s

>n

of Ly-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

I2QS

man and

His faCelia (Lezotte) Cady.
a native of the state of New York,
mother was born in France, and
the} were married in the Empire state. Lyman R. Cady was a descendant of an old
ami honored New England family which
traces its lineage to Ireland and some members of which settled early in New York.
Celia Lezntte was a daughter of Oliver and
The father came at an
Elizabeth Lezotte.
early day from France to Amerii

was

many menu

and

his

tles.

-

made

his

home

in the state of

Xew York

adopted country in the war
of 1812. Later he removed to Wisconsin,
where he lived out the remainder of his
days. In religion he was a devout Catholic.
His children were named John, Lewis,
Oliver, Celia, Elizabeth, Martha Emily.
Lyman R. Cady had
Jane and Alary.
bn thers and sisters as follows: A. B.
who
served
his
country through the
Cady.
war of the Rebellion with the rank of adjutant, and now lives in Oregon; Harmon
Cady, of the state of Xew York; Benoni
:ad; Dr. R. C. Cady, who
Cady,
died in Nebraska; and Sarah, who is Airs.

and served

his

L. Sabin.

Lyman
in the state

R.
1

f

Cady was born and reared
York. He was a shoe-

Xew

a boot and
shoe store in Omro for twelve years. Late
in life he became a farmer and cleared and
improved a farm near Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
on which he died. He was a plain, honest
man with no aspiration for public office or
but gave his time and attenriety,

maker by trade and conducted

tii

n entirely to his

heme

and

interests

pri-

vate affairs.
His wife, wdio survived him
hve years, was a consistent member of the
Baptist church, as was also her husband.
r

The following

items concerning their children will be found of interest in this connection
Maria married P. Schaffer
Sarah married C. Clark; L. R. is the immediate subject of this sketch; Imogene
married H. Beatte; Emily married J. M.
m (mire;
Daniel
lives
in
Wisconsin;
Stella married W. M. Samuelson and Joseph lives in Colorado.
:

;

Lyman

K.

Cady was

a

member

of

Com-

pany C, Fourteenth Regiment, Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantrv, and saw much hard

war, participating

the Civil

service in

ther

in

rable and hotly contested batAt the battle f Corinth he received
what was thought to be a mortal wound in
the side of his head, but he was blessed
with such a strong constitution and such
1

physical

splendid

pieces of bone

eral'
tiie

strength

that

after

sev-

had been removed from

wound

he had sufficient vitality left to
After receiving an honorable dis-

charge

for

disability

he went home and

there fully recovered his health, after which
he rejoined his command and served with
inui usly until the close of the war.

Lewis R. Cady was reared on his fahomestead in Wisconsin and early acquired a practical knowledge of farming
Physically
and of the shoemaker's trade.
he was not a stn ng young man and he was
not acceptable to the government as a volther'-

unteer soldier, but as a teamster he had
experience of war in Missouri, TenReturning to his
nessee and Mississippi.
in
Wisconsin he resumed his fi nner
home
occupations and after the death of his father cared for his mother during the ref
her life. He worked at his trade
during the winter months and ran a boat
during the summer months, and for si une
years until 1S78, when he went to Kansas,

much

where, after spending some months in pros
he filed a homestead claim, in 1S78,
on land which is included in his presetfl
farm. He built a sod In use and ma
other improvements in order to hold his
claim, and living a lonely bachelor life, began farming in a small way. In 1880 he
married and then began the struggle for
worldly success in earnest. Though
since provided a better habitation for himself and family he retains the old s< d house
pci tin-",

as a

landmark on

his

farm

to

remind him

of the happy days of his small beginnings.
Xot a very strong man. he developed the
ability to

manage

well and. guided somehis good wife, he

what by the counsel of

His
gradually achieved a notable success.
farm is well improved and every acre of
He has a
it is fenced with hedge and wire.
good orchard and the place is beautified
At this pleasant
with groves and trees.
rural home, a mile southeast of Little River,
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farming and

leral

Rev.

ried

ra
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Kidd; Martha

X.

J.

ded as one

1

married

>.

Kansas.

the

if

Politically he

a

is

Repub

Lew is R.
Cady have two

lean, but he reserves the right to

party

1

ti<

<

!

-

He

u.

one

is

live

up

\\

rthy

ho

members

Putnam,

a lady

much

t

1

lie

utor.

intelligence

has been to him a
Mrs. Cady was
companion and helpmeet.
born in Hardin county, Iowa, September

James D. and DiaPutnam, her father a namother of tndi
ana.
Mr. and Mrs. Putnam were married
in Indiana and went to Arkansas, where
From Arkansas
thev lived for four years.
11.

adi

I

;.

a

is

consist*

)

1

4.

member

;

(

who

and culture,

'

of the Baptist church, toward the
ance of \\ inch Mr. lady is a libera]

1

1880 Mr. Cady married Mi

In

nie X.

Mi

[888.

Putnam

I

Clara
J., born July

:

man

affilia-

teachings of the order.

ilie

ti

w

those

f

•

of the Masi mic fraternity

..

'

children

known

is

education and

in

all

as a friend
all

is

popular

1

1

a public-spirited

citizen.

[849, a daughter of

iSEPH

J(

J

dema (Smith)

Lentucky, and her

Min J seph Jagger, oi
-hip. Ottawa county. Kansas, win
dress is .Minneapolis, and
been prominent in local affair- sin
1

aj

1

.

or a time

Mr. Putnam was

From

farmer.

a

merchant and
they rem

later

a

man who

at

e

went

Kansas

to

ed

farm and put

lite

he

made

it

to

all

home

hi?

under cultivation and
le stone house, where
he removed late in

h

home with

his

-

una.

Still

later

his children

until

now

near-

1897. Mrs. Putnam,

in

old, lives with a daughter
Mr. Putnam was in his time

business man, but a man of
in the Democratic
influential

prominence,

and while a resident of Illinois he
Bled several offices of honor and trust and
many minor offices and was once elected
county clerk of his county. From early in
their lives he and his wife were worthy and
party,

'

to

which

me

<

Putnam
Wright

:

J.

lives

in

in the state of

Yorkshire.

Ja.LV-

Yorkshire, and she died at the age
His father, who was
of sixty-seven years.
a —'dier under the Duke of Wellin
against
that threat commander
the ad
died at
tive of

-

i.

i

ninety-two year-.
ters

and three

Edward
ter,

si

They had two
Mr. Jag

>nS.

died in England

in

[899.

Hi-

sis-

Mr-, rani".
New York. His
lives at
1

liu

sister, Mi
Leavenworth, Kans
to the United S
teen and settled at

came
l

Alt' n,

:

The

subject of this sketch
pi yed in the dyeing and finishing

in

young;

ject of this
ert F.

Their son B. F.
Arkansas: Sarah E. died
A. married R.
X. married L. R. Cady. the sub-ketch: W. B. is deceased: Rob-

lives

in

and a man of horn
dustry, morality and enterprise, win
Mr.
local importance and influence.

the Baptist church,
still adheres,

interesting information

concerning their children
while

family and. was born
July, [820
a cloth dresser

Mrs. Putnam

faith
is

Captain Jag

until

Arkansas City, Kansas.

made

homestead

mfortal

h a c

he

a

He impn >ved

unty.

fought for the preservation of the
in the Civil war of [861-5.

American Union

Illinois

Putnam conducted
Keokuk until 1879. when he

Iowa, and Mr.

Elizabeth

Oklahoma: Daniel B. liveWashington; Mary E. mar-

at

d

works of
became a
He was
England until

business he
the age of twenty-one.
:

foreman

at

such work

in

1849. when he went to Belgium, being located near Brussels, wdiere he followed his
ranee to
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follow his occupation and was located near
In 1856 he returned to England;
in 1S57 he came to the United States on
board the City of Washington, one of the
steamers plying between Liverpool and
New York, arriving in Xew York thirteen
days after his embarkation.
He remained
for a short time with his brother-in-law in
Lille.

and

after

that

lived

for a

few

in Canada.
In 1858 he went to St.
Missouri, where he remained for a
few weeks, then moved up the Missouri
river by boat to Leavenworth, Kansas. The
country was then new and in many sections
of the now populous state Indians were

months
Louis,

numerous

more
nearly

white men and in
and lesser wild
Mr. Jagger was em-

than

parts buffaloes

all

animals abounded
ployed a-

1

.

the

William, who died at the age of six years;
James, who lives at Gainesville, Texas;
Andrew Jackson; Catharine Elizabeth, who
married Mr. Jagger Mary, who became
Mrs. Taylor; and Frances, who became
Mrs. Brown.
In 180'' Mr. Jagger took up a homestead, to which he has added until he now
owns three hundred and twenty acres.
Now, at the age of eighty-one years, he is
so well preserved that he appears to be fif;

teen years younger and his military bearing is often remarked. He has been an ex-

and a close observer and is
a diligent reader of good literature, both
English and French. His pleasant home is
tensive traveler

noted for

out-

noblest

enlisted in

Jagger,

Kansas company which was organized to
guard the fort at Leavenworth against an
August 2~,
anticipated attack by rebels.
i86i,he enlisted in Company A. Eighth Kansas Volunteer Infantry, under Colonel John
A. Martin, afterward governor of Kansas.

worthy

Itered

the Civil war,

•

until

when he

a

was Captain
served with that regiment
for nearly two years and made a good record as a soldier. He was then discharged
Regiment
for promotion in the Twelfth

mpany

!

commander

He

Abernathy.

States Colored Troops, in which
served with great credit until January
winning the comniendati< 11 of his

United
lie

1,

superiors as a brave soldier and able
cer.

He

generous hospitality and
pioneer, a soldier and
work of God, an honest man.
who has been to her husband a
helpmeet, shares with him the
his advancing years.
They
its

honored as

ors

of

a

he

is

that
Airs.

most
honhave

four children, named as follows in the order
of their nativity
Minnie E., who is a popular and successful teacher, well known in
the educational circles of Ottawa county;
and Rufus Sidney, Joseph Frederick and
George Charles, the last mentioned of
twenty-one years of age, are member- of their father's household.
Captain
Jagger is a Republican, heartily in accord
with the purposes and policy of his party.
Joseph Frederick Jagger is a member of
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
:

offi-

fought with his company in the

battle of Nashville.

Captain Jagger was married during the
to Catharine Elizabeth Nail, a patriotic
southern girl, who was born near Nashville,
Tennessee, a daughter of William

ALBERT WAGNER.

war

Nail, a native of that state, and a niece of
Mr. Nail,
diers of the war of 1S12.
is

of English descent, married Isa-

belle Laughlin. of Scotch-Irish descent,

who

Indiana.
He was a farmer
man of enterprise and influence, a
of the Baptist
and
a
member
ican
church. He and his wife both died in Tennessee, at the age of ninety and seventynine years, respectively. They had children
rn

a- follows:

in

John; Linden: Joseph: Rufus:

A

resident of Bennington township, Albert Wagner has for man}" years been proiBs
inently identified with the agricultural interests of his locality, and has contributed

materially to the advancement and progreS|
He is
of the county through this channel.
a well informed man. posses=ed of broad
general information, and in his nature there
He has
contracted.
r
to his

commun-

enough to recognize and apadvancement and progress in any
other part

of the world.

All

who know
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him

esteem

him

and

highly

is

it

v.

for

when
Hie to our read-

the record of his

Born

ers.

near

in
Prussia, on
[838, he was reared
and his early edu-

Berlin,

17th of October,

the

shepherd

a

as

boy,
received

was

cation

genuine

his

i

i

his native counWilliam and Yillaits
\\ agner, who were also born
S<
near Berlin and were there married.
The
father was a s, n of William Wagner, Sr.,
live of that place and a weaver by

He

try.

in

of

1

Wagner

family for several gennations have resided near Berlin and were
le higher class of
German
The grandfather f our subject served in
the army with Bonepart for thirteen years,
he

<

1

1

and after the

se of his military career

cli

rived

their artl

means, but he immediately

without

ught

employment as a farm ha
two years v
er.
After two years spent in tl
work became scarce and in order
employment Mr. Wagner
Indiana, and there
gaged in chopping cord wood. Fr< m that
mi
he
went
to
Illinois, where he was etnp
as a farm hand until [859, and in
that year he came to Kansas, locating at
y. there finding employment with
si

for

:

1

.

'

he

receiving

.

in

compensation for his

where he reared
his remaining
-William and

his board and washing.
In the
following spring lie became a partner in the
business and located at Junction City, where
he remained for three years. In the mean-

William Wagner, the father of our subssional shepherd,
and
rly life had charge of the flocks

time, in [863, he was married and preempted a claim near Solomon City, but
after making si me improvements thereon
he abandoned the claim and in [864 came to
.alley,
in
Ottawa county.
After the homestead law was enacted he
tiled a claim, and now has a well improveand fertile farm.
When he came to the
valley he was lord of all he surveyed
that time there was no one here to dispute
in- right, and he made a fine selection of
land in the valley, which contained some
native timber, and here he laid the foundation
for
his pn
erity.
At that

located at his native place,

family and

his

feys.

there spent

I

rick.

of a

receiving as his share of the
ne-half of the fleece.
This proved

lord,

a very remunerative business, and he continued its
peration for many years, but in
the
r

the

home

of his

United States.

After his arrival in the new world he loWisconsin, where he purchased a
small farm, and there spent his remaining'
day-, ha
lied to the home bethe 23d
January, 1874. He was
a man of broad intelligence, was strictly
fair and honorable in all his dealings and
his life was above reproach.
His wife sur•

vived him

fi

r

a

1

number

1

years,

>f

|

away February 22,
sistent members of

1880.

Both

v\

Reformed church.
came to America,
namely: Fredericka, who became Mrs. D.
md her death occurred in KanAll

of

their

the

this

Augusta, the wife of W. Rebery
Wilhelmina Us
F. Richter; and William, who resides
Homestead. Wisconsin.
Albert Wagner spent the days of his

review

services

time man_\ Indians inhabited this portion of
and, although apparently friendly,
they were ahva]
all
kinds vvas plentiful, and wild beastroamed at will over the country. After the
the Civil war, however, emigrants
.

children

luces

•

;

Mrs.
Mrs.
at

sixteen years of age. in 1X5;.

America with
After
rival in New York they continued
W isconsin, where 01
to

ssistir.sr

his father in

to

this

lands

fertile

distr

were claimed.

In

that early day their supplies were obtained

Junction City, ii requiring over a week
to make the journey, but as time passed the
country became more thickly settled, and
after the
t of Salina and Junction City the settlers were permitte
f city
life.
joy more of the conveniences
Mr. Wagner has made many substanti;
at

1

1

]
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o:

improvements on his farm, and as the years
passed he was enabled to add to his landed
ons until his homestead now contains over five hundred acres, and in 1893
he purchased one hundred and thirty-five
acres of land two miles west of Bennington,
in River valley, and there he now makes
He has a fine two-story farm
his home.
residence, large barns and outbuildings, a
beautiful grove and orchard, and a large
vineyard. In 1900 he also became the owner
of three hundred and twenty acres, thus

making

his landed possessions to consist of
ten hundred and forty-five acres, all in Bennington township. For many years he has

manufactured wine for home

In additii m to the raising of the cereals best adapted to this soil and climate he was also extensively engaged in stock raising, but he
iv w rent- most of his land and is enjoying
the rest which he has truly earned and so
richly deserves.
He is a stockholder in the
Bennington Bank.
Mr. Wagner is now
the wealthy and influential
citizens of the county, but all that he has
is the result of unremitting toil and perseverance.
He came to America a poor boy,
a stranger in a strange land, and his lot

seemed

a

among

the

use.

hard one. but he heroically set to
win for himself a name and place
representative citizens

of

his

adopted land, and success has abundantly

rewarded his well directed efforts.
Mr. Wagner was first married in 1863,
ti
Mrs. Maria Ulrich, who was born in
Prussia. September 4, 1834.
She was married in her native land, and with her husband she emigrated to America, locating
in Wisconsin, where her husband died. She
afterward came to Junction City. Kansas,
where she became the wife of our subject,
and she proved to him a loving companion
and helpmate on the journey of life, sharing with him in all the deprivations and
hardships of frontier life in Solomon Vallimed her on the 22t\ of Feb1887, passing away at the age of
fifty-six years.
She was reared in the Lutheran faith, remaining true to its teaching during her entire life. Mr. and Mrs.
Wagner had no children of their own, but
they reared two orphan children, one of
ruary,

whom is married and for a number of years
resided at the old homestead.
Seven years
after the death of his first wife Mr. Wagner was again married, Mrs.
Mei-

Emma

rose becoming his wife.

November

9,

She

was

born

1857, in St. Louis, Missouri,

daughter of Leonard and Anna M.
Smith) Seiberth. the father a native of
Bayern and the mother of Hessen, Germany.
They were married in St. Louis, where the
father was connected with the brewer}'
business.
His death occurred at the early
age of thirty-four years, leaving a wife
a
(

and four children,

—Emma, who became

the

wife of our subject; Henry, who was killed
railway accident George, a resident of
St. Louis, Missouri: and Otilla, widow of
W. Scott, who was formerly a merchant of
St. Louis and afterward of Seattle, Washington, and after his death his widow returned to St. Louis.
After the death of
her first husband Mrs. Seiberth married

in a

;

William Zehms. a native of Germany, and
he was also engaged in the brewery business in St. Louis, his death there occurring
Augusta,
in
[894, leaving two children,

—

now Mrs.

E. Luebert, and William, a resif Si.
Louis.
dent
The mother was called
to her final rest on the 15th of November,
Mrs. Wagner became the wife of
1896.
Henry Meirose in St. Louis, Missouri, but
1

that

marriage proved,, an unhappy one and
They had h
followed.

separatii n

dren,

— George, who was born May

7.

1801.

and Martha, born on the 10th of December. 1892. and both are now living with
their mother.
By her marriage with our
subject she has become the mother of two
children.
Albert,' born September /
and Harry, born February 11, 1901. Mrs.

—

Wagner

Evangelical
is a member of the
church. In his political relations Mr. Wagner is identified with the Democracy. The
cause of education has ever found in him a
warm friend, and for thirteen years he was
a member of the school board, and has

He
other minor public offices.
rable in his business dealings, loyal

also filled

in citizenship, faithful in friendship
fidelity

to

duty

in

all

and

the relations of

has gained him the respect and good
of all who know him.

lus
life

will
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C.

SHULTICE.

II.

employment

in a nursery, remaining in that
[866.
In that year he secured the
t.
furnish hay" ti

city until

the early

pio-

contract

1

central Kansas, has witnessed the
ent

From

wild and

a

section

this

f

1

part

his

of the state

unsettled country

cultural district,

performed

in

to

a

and nobly has he
this
wonderful

was born in Cincinnati, Ohio,
of .March. [845, a son of Andrew

change,

1303

ve the overland stage, and during
the years [866 and [867 he was

1

engaged
next

freighting on the plains.

in

plai

lie
I

and Mary Shultice, of Pennsylvan
They removed from that state to
Cincinnati, Ohio, where the father followed
His death ocirvived his wife
tier death occurring in 1849.
They left a family of small children, as
win still resides
cinnati; George; Andrew, who died in Cin>

1,

Mary: and

cinnati;

the subject

HL,

C.

of

embi

was new and

while

was

left

an

1

irphan

when

and

game

of

all

kin

d at will over

:

,

Mr. Shultice thoroughly enjoyed hunting, and his trusty rifle
many a good meal for the family,

the

man) experierected the
neigh

was

a

:

ith

the

Indians.

frame dwelling
and, although small,
home, an
first

reigned

in
it

lie

a

;

furnished additional
primitive home hospitality

this

[n

latter

wild,

try.

this review.

The

removed

to his present location,
plentiful,

His

Abilene,

butchering

the

I

and

supreme,

many

emigrants

lady, remain-

hunting for locations found here a comfortable resting place.
Most of the sel

ing with her on a farm until sixteen years
In 186 1 he e
service in

cated alung the streams and our subject
took contracts to supply them with hay.

years of age

il

widow

ut to a

the Civil war. becoming a member of ComThirty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Colonel John Groesbeck, of
Cincinnati. The regiment was consigned to

Army

of the Western Department and
Army of the Tennessee. During his military career Mr. Shu':
much hard service, having taken part in
many
ng marches and in many hardfought battles and skirmishes.
The first
the

the

1

'

at

Xew

lowed

which he participated was

attic in

Madrid!.

Missouri, afterward

many

Price through

souri, thence to

Tenm

parts

of

fol-

e 28th of
His term of enlistment havJuly. 1864.
ing then expired he was sent to Cincinnati.
where he received an honorable discharge.
Retur
home in Ohio, Mr.
Shultice again took up the quiet pursuits
of the farm, working in the fields during
the summer months and attending
e winter.
In February, 1865, he

Atlanta,

I

the

in

prairie

<

vated land.

I11 addition to carrying
farming he
the raising of stock, finding in this a
profitable source of investment.
On his
place he has erected a commodious twostory frame residence, which is modern in

era!
in

all

tents, has a large barn and
necessary outbuildings, and e

ii

.

lg at

located

and this is to day one of the most beautiful
farms of the locality, consisting
hundred acres of fertile and highly culti-

Mis-

last bat-

-

me.
His
and timber

inci

A
land,

his

first

loca-

Atchison, where he secured

a

progressive owner.
I Verdi, and

His farm ad
at that

ed a largi

ere he

1

in shippin

m" years, but
thus involving a
1

place he erectwas extensive-

>

:

i

in

many

heavy

During

loss.

different enterprises,

work and

his

and by hard

persistent efforts he has succeed-

uring

a

competence

Fi
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'3°4

ing years, arnd
leading and substantial
Ottawa county.

ssed

among

agriculturists

the
of

At Junction City, Kansas, in 1868, Mr.
Shultice was united 111 marriage to Miss
Elizabeth Bellis, a lady of superior intelligence and culture, and who proved to him a
faithful helpmate on the journey of life.
She was born in Posey county, Indiana, on
the 13th of June, 1848, a daughter of
Charles H. and Mary (Bensan) Bellis. of
Kentucky. In 1865 they came to the Sunflower state, first locating at old Fort Solrid later
took a homestead near
where our subject now resides. He was
one of the prominent early settlers of this
locality, having assisted in the organization

O., l> rn November 17, 1871, is engaged in
agricultural pursuits: Isa Alma, born June
I, 1877, is now the wife of William Crow;
ne, who was born on the 28th of
1887. is still at home.
Mrs.
Shultice is a member of the Methodist
church,
in political matters Mr. Shultice
is
a zealous Republican, taking an active
interest in the leading questions and issues
of the day.
He has attended many of the
conventions of his party, and has served as
trustee, assessor and in many other minor
offices.
In his social relations he is a member of the Masonic fraternity, exemplifying

January.

its

ennobling principles

of the county, and was the first to serve
as the commissioner of Ottawa county.

He was
respected

and

gave

his

ranks,

its

of

acquaintance.
He
support to the Demochis

political

racy, being a
in

prominent and active worker
and he was the choice of

his party for the office of justice of the
peace and for many other positions.
His
first wife died in Indiana, in 1861, and the)'
had the following children
David, who
served in the war of the Rebellion, but was
discharged on account of disability ;. Elizabeth, the wife of our subject; Jane, who
Mrs.
became Mrs. Benson
Euphema
Gursh; Mrs. Mary Calhoun; and William,
The mother
a resident of this township.
:

:

.

1

nsistent

member

of

the

Baptist

second wife Mr. Bellis
Mrs. Alcorn, a daughter of William Marquis, of Indiana. Three children
were born unto this union. Ella, who liecame Mrs. Hudson; Cilia, now Mrs. Boyer;
and Anna, who died when young. The fachurch.

For

his

—

.

cidentally killed

on the 29th of August, 1SS4. dying in the
faith of the Baptist church, of which he was
and consistent member.
Mrs.
Bellis is still living.
Unto our subject and
wife have been born four children, namely:
.Mice, who was born on the 3d of April,
[870,

1-

JAMES

business

pleasure

the

intelligent and
man. and was highly
esteemed by all who had

every-day

life.

H. JACOBS.

broad-minded,

a

successful

in his

the wife of

Jason

Crow: Charles

Prominently identified with the devel-

opment and prosperity of central Kansas,
James H. Jacobs, who is the popular and
efficient postmaster of Fox, Kingman county, is one of its best known and most highly
esteemed citizens.
The birth of Mr. Jacobs was in the year
1835, in Perry county. Pennsylvania, a
section which has contributed some of the

most

reliable

and representative men who

now

control the destinies of the state of
Kansas. He comes of a family which was
founded very many years ago, by his grandfather,
Peter Jacobs, who was born in

England but who

assisted

the

American

colonies in their early struggle for freedom,

and was connected with the patrii
army
The father of
for six and one-half years.
our subject was Nicholas Jacobs, who was
born in Perry county, Pennsylvania, and
married Susan Resinger, of that locality.
She was a daughter of Peter Resinger, who
also was a soldier in the Rew Jutii mary war.
Nicholas Jacobs and wife were farming
people in their native state, and there the
father of our subject died, at the age of
en years, the mother surviving until
she was seventy years old.
Both parents were esteemed in their neighborhood
and were regarde .1- m< -t estin
pie.
Their family consisted of nine chil>t

!

MR. AND MRS. |AMES H. JACOBS.
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enlisted

.1follows:
John, who
One Hundred and Fortywho gave up

being

these

droit,

the

in

'ennsylvania Infantry,

at Andersonville
remained al home;

itry,

James

who

Ellen,

Prison;

-ketch,

of this

[.,

I

1305

1

the

f

I

Scott,

liarles

(

:

children

di

Winfield

;

deci

Eliza,

wi

Nicholas
id; Robert,

;

d

Mary

Mrs.

1

;

James W.
young

n

d.

the Civil war; William,

nember

>ne

one

>

the

oi

tundred and

I

and

[nfantry,

Ivania

Forty-ninl

To Mr. and

in Tier.

nine

icobs

J

namely

most

intelligent

township, superinti

farm and

is

extensively engaged

in

stock-

died in our subject's arms during the war.

members

unger

Emma

Sarah Jane,
Henry.

Mr. Jacobs came

>

Mary and

Martha.

for

fitness

public

I

fann-

.1

going

in

to

1

a

number

1

his

in

wa

electii

and town

iunt)

[883 and

in

functions

recognized, resulting

James 1. Jacobs w;
and his youth was spent
1

er

bis

Kansas

to

offices.

I

1

1

years he was a justice of the

f

1

agricultural
of

si

being

these

life,

interrupted

war demanded the sacrifice
many lives, and the assistance of s<
(

livil

From

Tins.

home

this quiet

-

to
I

defense

the

1

o untry.

their

f

whom

and youngest of

never

re-

Jacobs was
two townships,
was an efficient township trustee, and his
appointment as postmaster of Fox by the
late martyred President McKinley met with
genera] appn *val.
Mr. Jaci b
leading and influential

sketch, joined
I.

One Hundred and

Thirty-third
[862,

-i.

for three

I

!

r

the

hun-

command

Speakman and Captain A.
part

in

man_\i

war.

The names

1

f

of

B.

•

sville

battles

still

1

i

recall

the
to

bravely
1

fell

arc not

intry cannot too

for

Republican

.nid wi «rks actively E01

ment of his
tional mal

party.

J

lis
-1

interest in educa-

shi

'wn b)

a

of twelve years on the school board.

John

sen

ice

In the

Bugh

Post, G. A. R., of Nashville,
he has taken a prominent part and
itIn fact,
valued commander.
ton here few men h;
riu-d a greater influence toward good citiBoth he and estimable wife belong
MLethi idist church.

No.

lias

Antietam, Fredericks-

Mr.

ncerned.

made census enumerator

P.

4' <-.

been

forgot-

much honor

ho survive.
After receiving his honorable discharge
Mr. Jacobs
is) Ivania.
-

family,

who

still

n

war service lie
\una A.
marriag
daughter of William and
Agnes White.
land, where the
Mrs. Jacobs accompanied her
ied.
Pennsylvania and it was there he
ted

in

1:

The White

lives

family consisted of two
nes and Robert, the latter of whom
in
Canada, and four daughters.

Eliza.

Mary Ann. Jennie and Anna.

died.

Jao bs
proven

is

a

Mrs.
a lady of intelligence and has
most devoted, helpful wife and a

WILLIAM
Dr.

II.

William

II.

FAYETTE, M.
Fayette,

D.

one

ninent physicians of Ni
township, Kansas, was born in
Illinois, July 22, (844, and is of
His paternal great-grandFrench descent.
P.eauchcam Metier, Marquis
father, Jean
Louis de La Fayette, was
tellion, and was

Grant

1,

:

1

ette of

Ameri-

Jean de La Fayette, the grandfather of our subject, was born in France.
in 1770, and in 1783 came to America, landin- at New Yi irk >n the day that L

can fame.

1

1
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vvallis

ette,

was

surrender

the lather of the subject of this sketch,
i'
rn in Auburn, New York, in 1812.

He

received his professional education in
the Long Island Hospital College and in
Cincinnati, and then practiced medicine in
Detroit, Michigan; Princeton, Illinois; and
a regular
in Albany, Wisconsin, first as

He
as an eclectic.
most successful physicians
the
of his time, and his wife was one of
best of wives and nurses and received much
He married Miss
credit for his success.
Elizabeth Doolittle, who was born in Albany, New York, in 1815, the wedding
They became the
taking place in 1833.
practitioner and then
of the

parents of seven children, of whom three
sons and two daughters grew to years of
maturity, namely.
Charles L., a physician
who was in the United States service in
the Spanish-American war;

Angeline

E.,

wife of B. F. Kerr, of Monroe, Wisconsin;
William IT, of this sketch; Albert A., a
wholesale dealer in candy and confections,
who died in Chicago April 24. 1899, leaving a family; and Elizabeth J., wife of
Rev. Lauchlin McLean, of Elkhorn, South
Dakota, a divine of high standing in the
Methodist Episcopal church, and she is a
fine type of her m ible mother. The Doctor's
mother died in Albany, Wisconsin, on the
3d of February, [862, while the sons were
in the Civil war, being forty-seven years of
age at the time of her death. His father
was again married and died of apoplexy
011 the 2d of July. 1869.
Dr. William H. Fayette, whose name
introduces this review, is a brave and loyal
citizen who, when the Civil war was inaugresponded to the call for troops to
defend the Union by enlisting, on the 15th
1861, as a member of Company
il,
he Third Wisconsin Regiment, as a
tg three
musician of the E flai
Pie then re-enlisted in
months.
E. Thirteenth Wisconsin, serving in the
Later he again enranks for three years.
listed in (lie same company and regiment
detailed as a surgeon, serving in
four years in the Western
that capacity
Department or Department of the Missis1

<

-

sippi.

He

was wounded

in his right

shoul-

der at Columbia, Tennessee, on the 3d of
September, 1863. and was in the hospital
for several months.
After faithfully serving his country for rive years he was musat Madison, Wisconsin, on the
it
6th of January, 1866, and returned to Albany. Wisconsin, where he again entered
the Evanst< .11 Schi 10I, which he had first entered in 1859. and from which he had taken
"French leave" to go to the war. He was
first graduated there in i860 and later, on
the 24th of June, 1875. when he took the decree of Doctor uf Medicine, and now displays with just pride the diploma on which
are inscribed the signatures of Bishop
Charles A. Fowler and nineteen other protiie ci liege.
At the graduating
exercises he had the hi .nor of being introduced by Dr. X. S. Davis to the audience
of five thousand people as one of the brightest scholars of his class.
He -began the
practice of his profession at Waverh
>wa,
[866, and fifteen years later removed to
»Iosi
\\
Wisconsin, where he practiced
f( r rive years.
He then moved to Chicago,
where he opened an office and also engaged
His
in the drug business for eight years.
next field
s at Pueblo, Colorado,
;"

[1

.

i

.

at

which place he remained for

half years,

thence m-

\

ing

and a

five

Xickerson.

to

of October, 1885, where
he has a very large and lucrative practice.
n

the

"ti:

The Doctor was united in marriage, en
the 6th of May. iSjjt" to Miss Lucinda P.
Murray, of Decatur. Wisconsin, and their
union has been blessed with three children,
- and a daughter, namely
Shavai
the
lia P.. a machinist in the employ
Santa Fe railroad and one of their experts
:

1

whom

they send out

when

work

particular

He is married but has no
Rosetta is a teacher of art and
music and very proficient in each. Jewell,
named for Professor Jewell, died in 1888,
is

to be dune.

children.

when

rive

vears and two and a half

months

old.

The Doctor

is a stanch Republican in
his political affiliations, though he has never

deice, p ef( ring
esired
vote his time and effort to his profession.
which he has risen to a place of merited
prominence because of his clear and dis1

in

1

i<

1
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power

criminating

and

his

skill

diagnosing

in

effecting a speed)

in

the worst

ma

part with either the

disease
cure of

flict

tucky and

in

Ken-

[8i

Benjamin

in

siciai

ittention.

The

genial, court
•

man,

father

has reachi

holdinj

years.

il

Missionary Baptist church, t;
in its work and o

in the

[federate

I

m

man

i

ami ph>
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Politically

Miss Margarel

ried

i-.i

measures calculated

to

public

b
•

I

.

Lil-

Mason

in

Kentucky, a daughter of William and Eliza
Reese) Lilliston, the forme

prove of

I

Anne

BENJAMIN

F.

CHISHOLM.

nin F. Chisholm,

Maryland.
William
of

\

ed with agricultural interests in Rice county,

was born

\

repi

irginia.

the

His

old

war

fam-

1

of

E

America, who wedded H. Jones;
Sidney, the wife of N. Reed; Malinda, who
became Mrs. Warren: Lavisa, wife of J.
and Mrs. Lucy E. Guinn.
isholm, Jr., the father of our

was born in Kentucky March 4.
remained under the parental roof
his 'teens, when he was apprenticed

Later he
at both
pursuits.
Being a natural mechanic, he also
acquired a knowledge of carpentering and
the three mechanical
engaged
lines
of industry, being thus
t

>

learn

the blacksmith's trade.

wagon-making and worked

lit

his active business career.

ing the Rebellion he

was

irginia's

order to secure the

in

in

had nine
fohn, Robert, Albert, Asa, V
Nancy, Leah and Mahala. Of this family
William Lilliston, Jr.. the father of Mrs.
Chisholm, was born and reared in Vir-

Durno

neutral, taking

lie

•

but in early man!:
Kentucky, where he was married.
sessed superior mechanical genius and
ginia,

and erected many

fine

mansions

for

skill

the

aristocracy, being identified with
building interests throughout his entire life.

His wife, a consistent Christian
membership in the Primitive
were
children
Their
church.
Larkin; Greenville; Thomas: Nancy, the
wife of T. Jones; Sarah, who married D.

until in

the grandfather
.

Old Dominion,

the

1

learned

Sr.,

and honored soldiers during
nary war and bore all the
as well as braved the dai

pat<

Scotch deOld D minion and was
His Father served under Genera:
scent.
struggle for American
Chisholm, the
prominent farmer and
Kentucky.
amty.
Clark
ner
>i
o
many years, and by his upright
manded uniform confidence and
the

Lilliston,

1

valiant

November,

of
of

-

itive

subject;

.Mrs.

most

Washington, Mas

in

ucky, on the 7th
1845, and

county, Virginia, while the
the eastern si

was born on

latter

•

1

lie died in 1835

crat,

wan married
1

1

again.

Demo-

and his widow afterShe was a daughter

of Stephen and
natives of Wales, who located first on the
eastern shore of Maryland and later reTheir children were
Kentucky.

John: Mrs. Nancy Beechum; Mrs. Eleanor
Gaswellin; Isaac; .Mrs. L. Jessie Murphy,
who became the wife of S. Buck after the
death of her first husband; Sarah, the wife
of

J.

Hiatl

:

Mitchell

:

Mrs.

-holm: Milcah. the wife
ho married R. Br
:n and William.
The parents were consistent and worthy
church
and the
of the Methodist
father took a very active part in the church
work. He lived t>> the ripe
1

i
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hundred and four years. The children born
to Thomas and Catherine Chisholm numbered thirteen

Mathew C, born

:

1840; William
1842; America F.,

Jo.

19, 1843. and

is

S

March
T.. born
who was born

the wife of

J.

10,

Swe

R;

Selby L., born October 1. 1847;
Eliza C. who was r* rn December 25.
married William Gay; Frances
and
1857.
II.". born Maj
25, [852; Juicy E., who died
when four years old; Mary S.. born May

jamin

now tne w te nI S.
5, 1857. a!1(
Greenville 11.. born September
'

-l

6.

[859;

born February 2, 1862; Nancy J.,
who was born August 20, 1864 and married M. A. Wright: and Courtney, born
The parents were earn3, [866.

John

racter.
Ample opportunity for laIx r la-, before him and in due course of time
he transformed the wild land into richly
cultivated fields winch yield a golden tribute to the owner.
There is also good pasture land and he raises stock of high grades.
He has a commodious residence and substantial outbuildings for the shelter of grain
and stock and the place is supplied with all

J.,

:

est

on that place, which in the interim has undergone some marvelous changes.
When
he came into possession there was a sod
house and a few other improvements of a

Christian

people whose lives

harmony with

their faith.

The

were

in

father be-

longed to the Christian church and for sixnsistent
tv-one vears the mother was a
of the Methociist Episcopal church.
During the Civil war the family was
somewhat divided as to their attitudes in

member

ti

lr

the

government.
remained

subject

The
on

father
neutral

ground: Mathew joined the Union army as
a member of the Sixteenth Kentucky Infantry and having veteranized he served for
rs; William T. allied his interests
with the southern army, joined John Morgan's brigade and participated in the famous raid through Indiana and Oh
Selby served in the Federal army with
the Kentucky Cavalry.
Colonal Medcalf
Mr. Chisholm, wh< se name begins this
record, was born and reared in Kentucky
and acquired his education in the public
schools. After putting aside his text books
he was employed at various kinds of labor.
Fie was for a time in a rope factory and
later he secured work in a nursery, where
he remained for a number of years. After
spending some time as a farm hand he began farming on his own account in Kentucky, and after his marriage he located
owning some property which he
cared fur until 1880. when he came to KanRaymond township,
iting first in
Rice county. After a year he pun
squatter's claim in Pioneer township, filed
In mestead papers and has since resided up1

1

which go

improvements
and
accessories
to make up a model farm of the

twentieth century.
On the 29th of June. 1868, in Kentucky,
Mr. Chisholm was united in marriage to
Miss Sarah E. Kenton, a descendant of the
Id Indian scout and pioneer, Simon
Kenton. She was born in Bracken county,

Kentucky, October 10, 1853. a daughter of
George W. and Almira (Burden) Kenton,
both of whom were native? of Kentucky,
the former a grand-nephew of Simon Ken-

whose explorations won him national
George W. Kenton was reared upon

ton,

fame.

a Kentucky farm and resided there during
the period of the Civil war. but he took no
part in the struggle.
In 1879 he came to
,

settling

in

Raymond

township,

He
nty, where he is still living.
bought a squatter's claim and improved a
good farm, upon wjiich he is now living
a quiet life. Mirrounded by comforts which
the years of his former toil made possible.

He

represents the type of hospitable, kindly
and his latch-string always hangs

pioneers,

rdial
all

visitors.

welcome being extended to
The Kentons were originally

from Erin's Green Isle, people of strong
In his poconstitutions and warm hearts.
litical

views George Kenton

but has never aspired to

is

office.

a

Democrat
His chil-

dren were: William M., a farmer; Sarah
E., the wife of our subject: Thomas, a harness maker of Little River; Estella, who
married William Nolan; E. M.. wdio married, Florence Thomas, by whom he has four
children, and the family reside at Stafford
county. Kansas: Martha M.. the wife of
William! Moody, of Washington: Joseph,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
who was

wife

Beatrice,

of

Hathaway; and Mrs. Almira F.
Mr. Kenton is a member of the

William
Munson.
Baptist

Mr

Mr. and

of

1

m

';

-

in

August

24,

owned

lai

n
a

-

there

who

Qaud,
now

:

[869, and

is

married Miss
and they have fr
Mr. Chisholm
Mason, belonging to the

He is also a member of
Chase.
church and his wife belongs
In politics he is
a Demi crat and takes an active and commerest in everything pertaining
community. He has
to the v.
ne local offices, including those of
in

to the Christian church.

i

-

township

trustee

and

been

has

assessor,

four times justice of the peace, and has also

lion dollars, to

fidelity.

1

man. and

in

-creative,

all

reliable

which

life's

nd regard of

all

with

whom

iated.

Amer-

th

ica are entitled.

dfather Maguii

of

whom James M. was

1

the fifth in

The following

nativity.

them

fai

I

will

l>a\ id.

who

v..

leaving

.

hundred

a fair property, including eighteen

bellion
lina,

[ugh

1

h;

d

1

and some time after hosl

service as a ship

ing the

v.

I

nery in which

caught upon thf
boat.
Sarah and Jane died
the latter

I

commands

relations

i- p
a half a mil-

I

treasurer, dis-

every duty with promptness and
He is a broad-minded, intelligent

has recently visthere

the vah

t.i

He

farming.
ey,

[

Pennsylvania, be

!

ited Ireland, believes that

The marriage

lodge

in

near Ashland.
wealthy one. and Mr. Magui
uncle of our subject,

ai

church.

dren.

ing the two years spent

the wife

fourteen years of age

church

when

accidentally killed by a horse
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hood

in

in

died

ii

war.

Xew

t«

died in child-

I

ship carpenter,
at

in

Mary

Virginia.

1

Ii-

wife.

Orleans, heard of his illi
to r< ach hin
b him, onl
1

FRANCIS

MAGUIRE.

P.

death, and

when she
away by

lered

This progressive farmer and si
ish ancestry in both lines of descent.
and was born in Pittsburg. Pennsylvania.

March

28.

father,

was born

I

imes M.

Magu

]

m

and
during the ensuing
-:
his time between his trade and pili
Pennsylvania.
was married
years,

James M. Maguire. came to America with
from Ireland when he
grew to manhood and was

ten

that

cept

bad
dur-

years he

;

i;.

in Ricl

to Elizabeth Pluncatt,

who was

March 6, 1823. a daughter
of Francis and Elizabeth PI
!
ther of Irish.

born
been a p

1

1

1,

nd having

and the

his parents

married

-

James M. Maguire was a meml
til
be was
then entered upon an ap]

-

1.

Confederal

1

Richland county, Ohio,
1818, and was a
in

January 10.
tain and farmer.
Maguire, the

a

her with a leveled
him and, in
threat, fulfilled her sad miss
d

in that city
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traction.

Mrs. Maguire's father came from

Ireland at the age of six years, and became
a publisher of books at Pittsburg, and his
wife and their daughter, Elizabeth (mother
of the subject of this sketch) were operatic
singers of ability and reputation, the latter
who had a remarkable voice and a very
pleasing stage presence, having been prominently before the public for nine years.

When

Mr. Maguire gave up piloting and
ship carpentering he removed with his wife
and their three children to Richland count}',
Ohio, where he bought a farm of one hundred and nine acres, sixteen acres of which
was cleared, on which they lived eleven
years, Mr. Maguire working as a carpenter as opportunity offered, but gave his attention mostly to improving his farm.
At
the expiration of that time he removed to
Warren county. Illinois, and bought one
hundred and sixty acres of unimproved prairie land in the southeast corner, near the
junction of that county with Knox and Fulton counties.
Nearly all of that land was
broken and put under cultivation by the subject of this notice, and the father lived on it
until his death, which occurred January 10,
l &73<
'when it was a well impri
valuable farm. His noble and talented wife
survived him until January 5. 187X.
Mr.

Maguire was an honest, upright man who
discharged

every obligation with the utand stood high in the esteem
of all who knew him.
In politics be was
Democratic, and he was a member of the
Catholic church. He had five children, four
of whom are living.
His son, William, a
prominent farmer and stock-raiser, lives on
section 22. Haven township.
Francis P. is
the second son.
Michael, who was the last
of the family to leave the home, was for
eight years a guard on a steamboat plying
on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, afterward worked at carpentering, then located
ar Kansas City, Missouri, where lie was employed in a marble works until his death,

most

fidelity

F° r twenty-two years John has
us farmer in Pottawattomie
Iowa.
James is a farmi
Sioux City, Iowa.
Until he was fifteen years old Francis

in

1879.

county,

P.

Maguire worked on

hi- father's

farm

in

Richland county, Ohio, and attended school
near his home. He went with his father's
family to Warren county, Illinois, and re-

Then, in commained there until 1S73.
pany with his brothers. William and Michael, and a neighbor, he went with a team to

Reno county, Kansas, arriving October

6.

He bought a soldier's claim to the land on
which he lived for many years, the southwest one-fourth of section 10. in Haven
township, and his brother William traded
the team for another claim, south of the
one described, which is still his home. He
and Michael returned to Illinois, Francis
remaining on his claim, and in the spring of
1874 William returned, bringing Francis'
team, but soon one of the horses died and
the other was sold.
Mr. Maguire. of this
review, broke forty acres in the summer
of 1874 and forty more in the summer of
In the year last mentioned he went
1876.
back to Illinois and worked in Fulton coum?
1878. During the succeeding three years he had a home under the
bis brother William, and devoted
himself to improving and cultivating his
farm.
ty until the fall of

November

3,

1881, Mr.

Maguire mar-

Hutchinson, Kansas. Nancy A.
Chrisman, a daughter of William S. and
Elizabeth R. (Redmen) Chrisman.
Mr.
ried,

at

Chrisman lived in Kentucky all of his life,
locating after his^marriage in Pulaski county, where he farmed until his death, which
occurred about 1875.
His wife, who was
born in Tennessee about [818. died in Kentucky, September 5. 1871.
Of their twelve
children Mrs. Maguire was the eighth in or-

der of birth.
The first, a boy, died in infancy.
Susannah married the Rev. Ji seph
Ballon of the Christian church, who is

preaching and farming at Stanford. Kentucky.
Mary, who never married, died in
Kentucky in March, 1893. Ducella lives at
Hutchinson. Kansas, with her brother, Francis

R..

firm of

who is a member of
Moore & Chrisman.

the real-estate
Isaac died in

Kentucky aged seven years. Jennette died
in Kentucky aged nineteen years.
Lucy
married Edward Capron, a mining man who

Jm, who
and ptician, li\
Alabama. William died in in
other of the same name died at th
four years.
All of Mrs. Maguire's brothers and
maturity were
'

is

a jeweler

they literally do \c

im

1

a\\ 3

-

.

about every

gjri

w ing

from which

acres,

tl

he

realized

1

two

nly

-

with

teachers,

I

Lucy, now .Mrs. Capron, was educated at
Hutchinson, and was a teacher until her
marriage, which was celebrated with that of
r and Mr. Maguire.
Nancy A. was
in the pub!
Pulaski
county. Kentucky, and taught two terms.
In the

John and
went to

ther

Hutchins

.

and

in the fa

dent at the stati
school th
were interrupted by the burning
e sc
uilding.
i

After

thai

lien

was

Law-

for a year at the state university, at
rence. Kansas, and after that sin

three years, or, until her marriage.
'

i

After their marriagi
mi. en whicl
use in the winter

of the insects until a
not touch then
fenced his home farm with barbed wire,

on the place one hundred and
fruit

trees,

thirty-bj

:

granary,

the

lal

capacity of twelve hund

and twenl
built a nine-room hous<
pense of eight hundred dollars, which has
idred

finished

in

includ-

.

ing a six-acre
not the h

>rthy

farm was

men'.s on his
to

of the

a go< d

wind pump.

an unimproved farn

Ma-

[rs.

Huti

m

residence and

enience
feet,

the

latter

-two head of cattle which
a
his

to

;i

1

enlarged

herd.

his

three hundred head of
which were looked after by a
dier, while Mr. Maguire continued
improve his farm.
In 188,} Mr. Ma-

Chinas

in a small

wa;

and has gradually

inc

rd to

its

cattle,

railroad

land

sectii

n

•

>f

Castleton
which in 1885 he fenced, using
ture until [896, when he pi
eighty acres, which he devoted
in

•

well,

he has not

f

is

new

Kansas.

thirty-five

mostly

di

In
acres

prai-

township,

of the leading breeder
headed by tin
Know."
sired by "Perfect
I

first

and

!

Exposition.

Mr.

to

wheat-

now pr
me of the

Imaha

M

amount
go to vai

ty-five head,

•

trly

in

home and
good gradi
and a herd

of a

land-Chin;

r

rie

begin-

•

-

tall;

fin<

two

ther im-

as well as

ndng tn

lie
fifty

and three

which

iioma. and

harddays

1874, when he hi
of land under culi

h he had

eighty-three shocks cut. and the
which he was cutting, the gi
scended upon his place in such numbers that

r

Swine

1'

six years a

member

of the Improvi

iation

and

for a

lib

of the Standard Bree

been a

member

-
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for five years and for four years
correspondent for the agricultural de-

culture
local

partment of Washington. District of ColumHe is the owner of fifteen volumes of
bia.
the Standard Poland China Record for the
years 1S87 to 1901 inclusive and for years
has been the most active man in Kansas as
an organizer of farmers' institutes and is a
der in the Central Fair Association
at Hutchinson and in the town hall at Castleton.
In politics Mr. Maguire is a Democrat,
adhering to the principles of his party in
all

national

controversies but believing in

the theory that local offices should be filled
with the best men available without undue

regard to their political affiliation. He has
been for sixteen years a member of the
township school board, serving nine years
as clerk and seven years as treasurer of that
body. He and his wife are members of the
Catholic church at Castleton and of the
He inherited
Fraternal Aid Association.
much musical ability from his mother and
her family and has been a choir singer for
twenty-five years and for twelve years a.
Airs. Maguire is
chorister of his church.
also a musician of ability and during the
fifteen years of their married life the
two taught chorus classes about four nights
a week the year around, Air. Maguire givfirst

ing the

principal

instruction,

while

Airs.

.Mr.
Maguire trained altos and sopranos.
Maguire is also a teacher of the violin,
which lie has played at public entertainments for thirty-five years, and his wife,
who is a thorough organist, has won con-

siderable reputation as a teacher of that
instrument. Their daughter Vida plays the

organ and guitar and gives instruction on

named instrument. Their daughter
Lucy died December 12, 1S90.

the last

F.

1

.

W. KOONS, M.

W. Koons,

surgeon of Chase, Kansas,

is

and

a native of the

having occurred in
county, that state, on the 30th of
I

Wayne

D.

a leading physician

ihio, his birth

March, 1S72.

He

is

a son of Simon \V.

and Minerva (Grady) Koons. both natives
of the Buckeye state, where they were married.
The paternal grandfather. John
Koons, was a native of Pennsylvania, of
German descent, and was a farmer by occupation.
Pie reared a large family of sons

and daughters, and during the Black Hawk
war he served under William H. Harrison.
Simon W. Koons was reared in the state
of Ids nativity, and there learned the carpenter's trade, following that 00
as a means of livelihood for many years
and also engaged in teaching school.
He
remained in Ohio until 1877. when he came
to Kansas, locating a homestead claim in
Rice county, where he improved a good
farm and where he yet resides. Sim
ing to this state he has also worked at his
trade and taught school, in addition to following farming and stock-raising. In later
life, however, his sons have had charge
the farm, and he has devoted his time to the
operation of threshing; machines, running
two machines during the threshing season.
He is an active worker in the ranks of the
Republican party and takes a deep interest
in the political issues and questions of the
day, and yet has never been an aspirant for
public honors.
His wife, who was in her
maidenhood Miss Minerva Grady, is a
daughter of John Grady, a native of Pennsylvania and a descendant of an aristo;'

v

cratic

Irish

family.

He

subsequently

lo-

cated in Ohio, and in 1884 became a resident of Kansas, purchasing a good farm in
Rice county, where he successfully followed
His
agricultural pursuits for many years.

He was a
death occurred in April. 1901.
of the Reformed church. His children are: Minerva, the mother of our subject; Lodema: William W.. now deceased;
Ida, now .Mrs. E. M. Black; and D. W.,
who resides on the old homestead. Six
children have been born unto Mr. and Airs.
Koons, namely: F. W., the subject
review; Nola, the wife of B. Burroughs;
Gallic, now Airs. W. A. Coldwater; Guy G.,
who is operating the home farm; and Lela
and Bryson, win are yet at In me. The par-

member

>

ents are consistent

and worthy members of

the United Brethren church.
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F. W. Koons, whose name initiates this
came with his parents to Kansas
when live years of age, and w;
manhood on a farm in Rice county, acquir-

bert,

a

common

sion,

and May. yet

life

in

Indiana, and Mr. Talbott

review,

ing

the

in

1

1

when

yet

in

"teens,

When

medicine.

and

,n,

he began P
twenty-two years of age

his

•

representative

In his

Sterling,

fessii nal

that

On

knowledge.
Mr.

his

i

peril „1

Kansas

(

thus

calls,

lai

expiration

the

1

1

(

where

lollege,

K

>

>ns

is

a

Amer-

of

and

1

roughly abreast with the

latest dis-

tion with the science of medicine and
successful
applying these t, the

is

very

m

ma]

Medical

>i

I

medical journal

i

it)

1

man

a

—

profes-

il

1

home.

at

of

habits,

who

:'<

pr

his

was again

being with Julia
Al-

1

•

under Dr. Truecontinued as his
precept r
r two years, and during
time he accompanied the Doctor on many of
f

1

social

member of
ica.
He is

he continued his studies
heart.

md union

Latham, and they have two children,

work.

hi

ited in that in-

stitution

[898.

i"

1

soon afterw

[e

HENRY

Conway, McPherson county. Kanwhere he engaged in the practice of his

cated at
-

is,

remaining there until

MILLER.

P.

October,

In that year he came to Chase, Kanand immediately established himself in
He is a skilled and efficient rep:tice.
en calling and faithpen', rms each duty as it a

try sur-

Reno county, Kan-

1.

-

-.

enjoys a pr
patronage,

I

glowing

constantly
r
extend-

id

which

i'<

He
country.
owns a beautiful residence in Chase, and
there hospitality reigns supreme.
In Rice county. Kansas, in
1899. v: ~ celebrated the marriage of Dr.
K01 ns and Miss Alberta Talbott, a woman
oi refined taste and culture. She was born
in Indiana, in 187^. a daughter of Albert R.
and Sarah (Newman) Talbott, both natives
many

miles

the

i1

1

in which state they were mar[884 they came to Kansas and for
many years he successfully carried on farming in Rice county, but he is now retired
,

liana,

.

sas,

are under-going

ters

is

Henry

rapid

P. Miller,

devel

whose residence

No. 20 Ea
Mr. Miller wa
mens, McComb county, Michigan, June

at

is

,

[850, a son
grands,, n

Daniel

of

4,

B.

|

of Scotch desci
his famil) and

Michigan w

itli

the pioneers in

Dai

that state.

near Buffalo, New York, January [J
was only a boy when
m wed to
Michigan.
He was twice married, first
;

(

llinton,

who

ok up hi-

t

life

worl

in

the active cares of
While
e in Sterling.
:

life,

in

and

his

He

paternal

he

is

I

Lee

of

grand-

Three

1

ab

ut 1845,

3V1

Marian

Indiana

dren were born unto Mr. and Mrs. T
namely: Fannabell, who died when y
ur subject
in

first

maki

till.

-cent,

. ife,

1

Titus,

Xew

I

his

chil-

:

and

York.

Michigan

bought and improved
sixty acre-

farming' in Okla1

Robert Titus served

country in the war of
Daniel B. Miller
in

wife and mother departed this

n

87 1, win

until

1

1865.

when he

a farm of one hunand there lived until
there and re'
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moved

to Reno county, Kansas, within the
borders of which he put up the first residence.
He made the journey from Illinois
by wagon, bringing with him his family
and their available household effed
pre-empted the north one fourth of section
12. township 23, range 6, now in the very
heart of the city of Hutchinson, and his son
Henry P. Miller, pre-empted the southeast
one-fourth of the same section, which lies
wholly within the presents limits of HutchThe elder Miller engaged in farminson.
ing and later quite extensively in real-estate
and loan operations. When he located at
Hutchinson there was nothing there but
wild prairie land, no town had been staked
out and there was no indication that one
ait that point, but he lived to
see a flourishing city grow up about him
and profit legitimately by the enterprise
which he had begun. He died December 1,
nored by all who had known him.
In politics he affiliated with the Democratic
;it
he was not active in political

many

buildings at Hutchinson.
Later he
his farm and city property and in
1887 built his residence at Hutchinson,
where for the past seven years he has been
extensively engaged in dairying.
Beginsold

all

ning with about a dozen cows he has increased his business until it now requires
twenty cows, and many of them are fine
pedigreed Jerseys, and all are high grade

For some of them he has paid as
high as one hundred and seventy-live dollars each.
He does a profitable and growing business in supplying milk to the city

Jerseys.

trade.

In September, 1872, Henry P. Miller
married Alice Hobson, of Hutchinson, a
daughter of B. J. Hobson, who was one of
the pioneers of Hutchinson, but who was
born in Virginia.
Mrs. Miller's mother,
Elizabeth
Hobson, was a rative
of Maryland.
Mr. and Mrs. Hobson have
five children, Daniel B., of Portland, Oregon; and Mary, Lois, Harry and Samuel,
v,

In

had

children,

five

tioned

in

the

who

(Titus) Miller
will be here men-

order of their birth, and

m

all

Their eldest son,
married and lives at
Miller, is
here he is in business as a
huckster. Henry P. Miller, their second
son, is the immediate subject of this sketch.
Their daughter Elizabeth married M. L.
Their daughFrase, of Newton, Kansas.
ter Ollie

Kansas
in

is

survive.

the wife of Charles

City.

Michigan.

Mr. Miller
on hand.
who always does
toward the development
ind who for his enterprise and his
progressiveness, no less than for his honorable business methods, is held in high esteem by all who know him.
;

i

is

his

a public spirited citizen

part

Ramsey, of

Their daughter Celeste died

Henry

P.

Miller received a

common-school education in Michigan and
worked on his father's farm there and in
while later he came with him to
Kansas, in 1871, and took up land at
Hutchinson, as has already been stated.
In 1 87 j he platted and added to HutchinIllinois,

son the tract which became

known

as the

Miller and Smith's addition.
For a number of years he farmed quite extensively
and was an active dealer in real estate,
handling both farm and city property. He
three

members of their parents' houseHarry and Samuel are dealing in
They have made several
d usually have from twelve to

are

1

hold.

Daniel B. and Lois B.

ne farm in McPhersi m county and
farms in Reno county, and erected

SAMUEL CLUTTER.
In no department of human endeavor
are character and business ability more
essential
than in farm
good reputation is splendid capital in any
business and to be a successful farmer one
must develop ability not only to produce
good crops and to market them advantageously but to handle a farm judiciously. In
1

Kansas the era of scientific farming was
ushered in some time ago and one of the
best exponents of successful farming in
Rice county is Samuel Clutter, of Little
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He

River.

a nativi

is

county,

fid

:eived a fair education in the cornid has given his
study of agriculture.

nt

S irah

1

i

1

ester] Clut-

Stephen Clutter's father
itter, and he married a Mi>>
were born in
Workmai
Virginia. When quite young Mis> Workman
ivere captured by Inand one
s< me time afterward the former
was restored to her parents, but no intelliOhio.

>

.

-

1

her sister was ever reSamuel Clutter was a farmer and
ceived.
mechanic, who without being "a jack of all
anything
able to do almost
rtras
Eventually he located in Hock;.
mt his
ity, Ohio, where he lived

who married
who married 1.

J.,

died

The

Stephen.

latter

after

most of

his children
in

were b

r

Allen county, Ohio, where

children

iger

were born.

In

the

ught and

Mercer

gave him forty acres of land
county. Obi", on which he spent the ref his days and died at a ripe old
in

age, -

years after the death of his wife,
politics an
ugh he was never an active politi-

cian, he

ti

affair.-.

1

k an intelligent interest in pubHis wife was the daughter of

Samuel Tester, a Virginian, who
in Ohio and

early

time to teaching singing school.
He
ied with
hiitil
lie was
twenty-four years old, helping to support
his family by working bard on
farm and on neighoring farms ami b
his

1

'

1

1

mar-

iie

For a year

wife's parents tc

the

afterward assisted his

work

their

home

that time he

e

farm.

At

bought the

when

farm on en
wife died, he owed nine hund

bis

order to clear off that

indebtedness. Later he sold the remainder
m Allen county
of the farm and

Mercer county, Ohio, wh
uproving
farm and set about th
As a means to that end he utilized a
it.
he
owned, in
-e
team, which
freighting between Cincinnati. Ohio,
The
different interii >r

to
a

ti

for the time it was fairAfter a while he relii
e his entire time to farmi
the thirty years he remained there

work was hard, but
ly well paid.
.

was
be

satisfactorily

known

prominent

making

as

a

successful

audi

one of the enterprising and

citizen-

of
>

settled

!i

state.

in

fan

the!

tour

After

county.
in

Kansas he
1

His children were
that
name.! Federick, George. Nancy, Hannah,
Kate. Margaret, Betsey. Jacob and Sarah.
mentioned
last
the subject of this sketch.
mother
foster) Clutter
Stephen and
:
had children named as follows: Samuel;
died'

this

)f

ts.

(

me

in

lic

ivi

a part of the place in

hen Clutter was born in \
Liken by his parenl
nanhcx '1 and was married in Fairity, that state, where he lived until

time he located

(

Samuel are
Samui
reared m Hiio, where he was twice married
and where he acquired a good commonschool education, ami developed
as a musician.
it)
During his
Mill, od
he g
able of
\

.

was the father of the

this sketch.

I

Fish.

1

children Elizabeth, Sarah and

1

honored by all who had
His children were named:
him.
Esther, Benjamin, Amos,
Margaret.
John,
Mary and
Nancy,
Samuel,
davs and

Nancy

died at the age of twenty-two years;
[822,

4,

West Virginia, but they were

es of
in

who married D. Tester; Amos
who died young; Catherine,
ried W. Fra
in. who

Elizabeth,

and Stephen,

lil

Mr. Clutter was born March

married

1315

eighty

land in -Rice county, ab
quarter of which was improved and on
good barn and
which was a sfc
Three quarters of
outbuildings.
was pasture land. His son took
this place and in 18S9. Mr. ClutI
ter traded his

Ohio A

hundred-and-sixty-acre
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Beam

farm, on which he

well improved farm

is

now

lives.

This

located in the val-

a mile from the town
River.
Mr. Clutter owns a
two hundred acres at another point
not far distant and is the proprietor of an
aggregate of six hundred and eighty acres
ley of Little River,

of

Little

tract of

of farm and pasture land, including three
well improved and well equipped farms.

He

does general farming and gives special

attention to stock.
In the best sense of the term

Mr. Clut-

self made man and has shown himbe a conservative business man and
financier.
His judgment in practical affairs is respected by all who know
him and as a public-spirited' citizen he takes
intelligent interest in all questions affecting
the public good.
He was rocked in a
Democratic cradle and adheres principally

ter

a

is

self to

:ratic

While

principles.

living in

ably filled the office of justice of the
peace and township treasurer and filled minor p< sitions of trust.
During the period
of the Civil war he was custodian of moned by his county for the use
and support of the widows and orphans of
soldiers in arms, and he distributed a large
amount of such funds with the most scrupulous fidelity.
Wherever he has lived he
has been identified prominently and helpfully with leading interests.
He has reared
a large family of children and as each son
or daughter has gone out into the world he

erro

I

sul

o.mtial as-

sistance.

Mr. Clutter's
ter

t

i

Ji

first

wife was Miss ElizaOhio, a daughan early settler

who was born in
>hn East, who was

of Pennsylvania and became a

successful

prominent citizen who held
trust and honor in Allen
county. Ohio, where he lived out his days.
had
children
Mary.
it
as follows:
who married Jacob S. Baker; Isaac: Abraham Samuel and Elizabeth, who married
Mr. Clutter. She bore him children named
Caroline, who married M. StafF rt Wayne. Indiana: Hiram, who
became a farmer in Mercer county, Ohio;
attained prominence
farmer and

many

(East)

offices

;

a

of

:

:

at

Lima, Ohio.

who was

Clutter,

reared

Elizabeth
by her

parents in the Baptist faith and who in
every way was an admirable woman, died

May 10, 1852. In 1853, Mr. Clutter marElizabeth Pfiefer, who was born in
Germany, April 8, 1837, and wa s brought
to America at the age of two vears by her
parents, Nicholas and Eva B. '(Zeor)' Pfiefer. who were natives of Hesse-Darmstadt,
Germany, and who reared her in Ohio to
ried

undertake

the

responsibilities

of

noble

a

womanhood. In his native land Mr. Pfiefer was a shoemaker, but upon arriving in
America he acquired a farm in Allen county,

Ohio, on which he lived a successful life
end of his days. His wife bore

until the

him children

as

follows:

Elizabeth,

who

married Mr. Clutter; Barbara, who became
Mrs. J. Hake; Henry, who died in 1897;

John and Jocob, who

live

in

Michigan;

Catherine, who married M. Borst, and after
his death A. Young; Nicholas, who is dead;

Mary, who became Mrs. H. Shirk: Adam,
who lives in Ohio; Anthony, who lives in
Michigan and Martha, who married A.
Brown. Of these children Elizabeth and
Barbara were born in Germany,' the others
in Ohio.
Nicholas and Eva B.
Ze >r
Pfiefer. the parents of this family, were
Lutherans and so far as possible they
;

1

-

reared their children in the faith of that
church.
By his marriage with Elizabeth
Pfiefer

Mr. Skitter had children as follows:
who died young; Cyrus, who is

Clarissa,
a

beth East,

man

as a business

merchant

at Little

River; Eleanor,

who

mg; Mary, who

died young; NewLima. Old..: Huldah. who
married C. Deal of Rice county, Kansas:
Samuel, who died young; Eva. who died
young; Sarah, who married A. Snyder, of
ton,

who

lives at

Little River township, Rice county,

I

Emma, who

married W. Wiest and lives in
who married J. Cavenee and
lives at Lyons. Kansas: Charles, who lives
at Pawnee Rock, Barton county. Kansas,
who married B. Briscoe, of Rice
county. Kansas; Fannie, wiho is the wife
of William J. Edwards, of Lima. Ohio;
nna,

:.

managing

his father'ship.

home-

Rice county,
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and John, who is a fanner
same township. Mr. Clutter has had

in the

.

ty

use:;

fourteen of whom are living,
adopted and reared six

Iowa

ing

As husband,

father

n of the

mone)

orphans he has been faithful
is worthy of the emulation
would build character
that
will prove to them
qualit)
it
than any mere inhei

years

age w

i

1

he

gretted that

more such admirable men

in

we

elected to the office of county sur-

vey

r

of Jewell county,

and no higher

testi-

and trustworthiness
than the fact that through
suffrage he has been
[

his capability
1

He

(ice.

is

a citizen

-

caring was born

January

in

1838,

2,

Posey county.
and traces his
f

in

K)_'o.

the Pilgrims

Among

ried

where

civil

Franklin

Fearing,
rn in

the

the fa-

Vermont,

and afterward
In 1844 he wenl

1a.

Mankato, where he has since folg and in addition has
in
contracting and building, a

1

structures of this
-

1

:

-

:i

I

ility."

In Davenport. Iowa, on the i"th of De[858, Mr. Fearing was married to
Van Ornam, a native of Ver-

len

mont and

a

en

a

ife.

most estimable lady, n
helpmate
him >n the jourUnto them have been born
t<

>

1

II;
seven children: Frederick
ph, deMrs. Martha B. McR
and
ceased; Mrs. Xellie West; John L.
Musa P. The parents hold membership in
the Meth
paJ church and are

H.

:

;

I

pe< pie

ing the

of the

warm

I

regard of

first

E

standing as

locality

of his skill and handiwork.
In
1897 he was first elected b
county surveyor and by re-electii
since been continued in the position.
.V
"!
local paper said of him
sfactory to
mark< d
proficient, painstaking and impartial in all of his work and complaint is
an unknown thing in the sur
irity official he ranks high with his
constituency and the people were wise in
calling him to this position of trust and re-

a builder

He was

-

tin

in

Davenport, that state.
by occupation
steamboat that ran
He married Hannah
on the Ohio river.
Massachusetts,
passed away in Davenport. Four
the Civil war.
of their William, Franklin and Theodore all joinoccurred

-nucted the

engineer

on an independent railroad, which h:
been merg
& Quincy system. In 1878 he came to

tomb-

rk their resting places in

tery.

cry early

.

who

Plymouth,

at

\

boundary hue between Iowa and

the

crossed the Atlantic in the Mayflower was one of his anand representatives of the family
tnd of people

on.

...

deeply interested in all that pernent and improvement
tinty with which he has been identi-

th,

.

the

111

pi

number

Fearing

C.

six

rem

parent.-,

his

and

pub-

FEARING.

two terms Frederick

r

the

;

tial

F

of

only

he learned surveying and when only
sixteen
ted in survey-

lowed
C.

was

in life

lic life.

FREDERICK

lien
.

city

ree that

-

defense

in

Fearing

C.

ick

he has fully met

life

;

regiments

Union.

children,

lities.

1317

support of the

many

friend-.

Mr.

nchise in
of the

men and measures

Republican party, and socially he is connected with the Odd Fellows society.
At
the time of the Civil war he manifested his
loyalty to his native
ining the

1

3
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1

Union Army as a mechanic, and aided in
government work at Nashville, Tennessee.
He is most true and loyal to American institutions, and in his county takes an active
part in promoting all movements which
have for their object the general good.

RIAL

D.

ROSE.

Rose has devoted almost his
entire life to agricultural pursuits and is
now interested in farming at Ionia, Jewell
lie was born in Boone county,
county.
D.

Rial

Iowa, Jul} 13, 1 85 1. his parents being the
Rev. Amos M. and Francina (Cheadle)
he father was born in Perry county, Ohio, and in 1845 removed to Washington county. Iowa, whence he went to
:

Boone county, that state, in 1849. The
year 1873 witnessed his arrival in Jewell
county. Kansas, where he secured a homestead claim in Athens township. Thn ughout
his active business career he has engaged in
the tilling of the soil and has met with a
fair degree of success in bis undertakings.
He has also devoted much time to the
the church as a minister of the
list denomination, first preaching in
Iowa and later in Jewell county, where he
living,
at the age of eighty-one
ii' w
is
years, his birth having occurred in Febru1821.
He is spoken of as one of the
leading early settlers of this county and a
His
rthy of the highest regard.
wife, who was born in Morgan county,
ary,

(

Ihio,

died in Jewell county, this state, in

Early in life Rial D. Rose became familiar with the duties and labors that fall
He pursued
to the lot of the agriculturist.
his education in the district schools of
Iowa, and also engaged in teaching there.
In 1877 he came to Jewell county, Kansas,
and secured a homestead claim in Athens
township, three miles southwest of what is
now the town of Ionia. There has never
been a mortgage or other incumbrance
upon this tract of land, which has been his
home continuously for twentv-nine years.

Fur a number of years be engaged in
teaching school, and in order to perfect
himself in the profession he attended the
state normal college at Concordia.
His
chosen occupation, however, has been farming and stock-raising and he is a worthy
representative of this great department of
business activity.
In Concordia, on the nth of April,
1870, Mr. Rose was united in marriage to
Miss Jennie Catlin. They had become acquainted while students in the normal colThe lady was born in
lege at that place.
Trumbull county, Ohio, and is a daughter
of George and Mercy (Phelps) Catlin.
Her father was born in St. Lawrence counNew York, whence he removed to
ty,
Trumbull county, Ohio, and in 1870 he
came to Kansas, making his home at the
present time in Concordia. His wife is also
living and with her husband came to the
Sunflower state from, her birthplace in
Trumbull county. Ohio. The marriage of
Mr. and Mrs. Ruse has been blessed with

Dean H., who is now a
three children:
student in the Kansas State University at
Lawrence; Myrtle, who is also a student in
and Catlin, who formerly
pursued his studies there, but is spending
winter
of 1901 and 1902 as a teacher in
the
that institution;

Jewell county.

Mr. Rose is quite prominent in public
and in November, 1891. he was

affairs

elected county treasurer for a term of two
years, entering upon the duties of the office
On the expiration of his
October, 1892.
first term he was re-elected and during his

four years of service he

won

the highest

commendation of all concerned. By reason
of his incumbency in the office he and his
family resided for about six years at Manand still have many very warm
He has also been township
clerk in Athens township for a number of
years and is a member of the school board.
He gives his political support to the Populist party and socially he is connected with
the Ancient Order of United Workmen
and with the Odd Fellows. His wife, who
prior to her marriage was a successful
teacher, shares with him in the great interkato,

friends there.

RAPHICAL
est
it

which he takes in higher educal
their ambition to give their children

HIS:

vvhen

(

orinth

tell.

is

excellent

thus

in

that dire*

them for high and honorable posi-

fit

life.

Rose

Mr.

fanner

making

pleasant

a

lias
3

widely

known

and stock-raiser,
and hogs. His
four hundred

cattle

a

land and
spent

it

is

a visible evidence of

and honorable

Mr. Forre) wa
alrymen who
hand conflict with Con,

hand

in a literal

I

to

win an the)
by main
After the v\ ar Mr. F
towa, where, November 25, [865, he married Julia A. Read, a native of Ohio, who
federates,
-

[1

1

•

1

tildren, live of

emained
of

HENRY
Henry

E.

FORREY.

n

Forrey, of Harrison towncounty, Kansas, was born in
county, Ohio,
2, 1837,
Henry and Christiana (Boyer)
B.

i

'.lives of Pennsylvania, who settd removed thence to
Marshall county, Iowa, where Mr. Forrey
..

tled earl

eighty-five years,

time.

and

seventy-nine

of
:

hey brought into the world ten
horn six are living at this
in the pa-

Mr. Forrey's grandfather

war of the Revolution.
The subject of this sketch was educated
the district schools and reared to the use-

in the

As
the farmer.
:ustom in those times he gave his
father until he was twentyAugust 12, 1861, he enone years old.
in
Company B. Second Regiment,
Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, under Captain
Hepburn, who has recently represented the
f
Iowa in the national congress,
and served tour years and two months, reirge at Davenport. Iowa, in October, 1865.
He was in

listed'

service

during

fail

and

re-

in Harrison township, to which he has since
added one hundred and sixty acn
years he lived in a dugout and for
the next fourteen years in a frame and log
house, which he vacated to move into his
imodious and modern
present b
structure.
A portion of hi- barn was built
-Mr.
in [886, the remainder live years ago.
.vnship offices.
Forrey has fill<
having been justice of the peace two terms
He and
.and township treasurer one year.

his

family

tire

members

Christian

of the

ed materially to build the hoi
of the first named denomination near his
home and for many years has been superin-

tendent of
to be

its

known

Sunday-school and
as one of the

service to his

active

until the

soli

and Methodist churches, and he ha

ternal line served the

in

when he

1872,

Jewell county. Kansas, there entering one hundred and sixt) acres of land

ell

:'

whom

ried and have brought to Mr. and
Mrs. Forrey sixteen grandchildren.
After
marriage Mr.
worked a forty-acre farm in M

almost

the

entire

period of the Civil war and was
nate as to never be consigned to a hospital,

.v

rkers

in

I

most

effective

the canity.

A

Republican, he cast his
for
Abraham
presidential votes
seo nd
Lincoln, voting a second time in the army
ecial regulations made for soldiers
ft

in

the service.
He is a
post. No. 34. Grand

member

Army

Lane

E

Mankato.

citizen,

resentati

He

being

in

spirit

of the Re-

known as
every way

is

a proa rep-

which has made

-

although

he

was

laid

up

in

camp two
hort time

he was on detached service under General
Rosecrans, when his company carried dis-

His re
in many important matters.
a brave soldier and a well informed and
-itizen entitles him to the highest

md
ily

are

his intelligent

much esteemed by

and refined famwho have the

all

their acquaintance.
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JOHN

J.

GOODSON.

roduction again and has une hunand twenty-six fine Poland-China
hogs, which he purchased in order to breed
and fatten stock for the market, and he
ci mfidently hopes soon to be shipping sev;

dred

Kansas many

Illinois has furnished to
settlers, some of whom have been leaders in
the advancement and prosperity of the Sunconspicuous representative
flower state.

A

in Lake township, Harvey
class
Kansas, is John J. Goodson, a
prominent farmer on section 28, in the
township mentii med. whose postoffice is at
vas born in Polk
Patterson.
Mr.
county. Illinois. June i<>. 1833, a son of
Leander Goodson, who married a Miss

of this
county,

-

Miller,

and she died when the subject of
was ten months old. The child
to West Virginia, where he was

this sketch

was taken
cared

for

by

his

mother's parents

until,

when he was between two and three years
old, he was taken into the family of his
uncle.

William Miller, under whose guard-

ianship he remained until he was fourteen
years old.
He then went to Missouri and
in time acquired a farm of two hundred
Eventually he
acres in Caldwell county.
married Celia J. Michael, a native of Virginia, who died in the prime of life, after
Si une
the death of their only daughter.

afterward
Mr. Goodson married
time
Elizabeth Williamson, a native of Ohio.
who died in September, 1900, aged sixtyShe is
eight years, leaving no children.
remembered as a woman of man}- virtue-.
a model wife and a devout member of the
Methodist Episcopal church, of which Mr.
Go dson has also been a member for many
years.

For. four years during the time of the
war Mr. Goodson did soldier's duty un-

Civil

der the stars and stripes. He was a member
of the Sixth Regiment. Missouri State Miliand also of the Thirteenth
Veteran Volunteer Cavalry. After the war
he returned to Caldwell county. Missouri,
tia,

where he
sas.
His

lived until his removal to
life

Kan-

has been quiet, unobtrusive

most ways satisfactory and his sucwon by honest, hard work
and careful and systematic farming.
Until his yard
and sheds were destroyed by
struction of a railroad through his
farm he was one of the leading hog raisers
in his vicinity and he has recentlv engaged

ami

cess

in

has been

He

eral carloads each year to the market.

takes more pains with his stock than most
fanner<. and has erected for them good
buildings, containing stalls and
departments where they can be sheltered and

He produces much corn and
feeding his stock usually has s me
His granaries are among the
largest and finest in his vicinity and he has
a large, well trimmed and very productive
apple orchard.
He is a man of recognized
classified.

after
left

for sale.

public spirit, who is a generous pi
of every means to the public good and who
has at heart the interests of his township,

o unty and

state.

JOHN FLETCHER SMITH.
The

list of the leading citizens of Rice
county contains the name of J. F. Smith.
one of the representative and honored citiHis record as a
zens of the community.
soldier and as a business man has been >
the confidence
that
he
has
gained
honorable
and good will of all with whom he has
been brought in contact. He was born in
1

county, Illinois, May 5, 1839, arR l
to the honest toil of a farmer,
receiving his education in the common
Milschools.
Fie is a son of Job and Eve
ler)
Smith, natives respectively of Kentucky and Indiana. The father was a son
of James Smith, a native also of Kentucky.
He subsequently removed to Illinois and

Morgan

was reared

1

Iowa, where he died. Both he and
wife were called to their final rest in
Iowa.
He was a broad-minded Christian
gentleman and was a minister in the Meth-

later to
his

odist church.

Unto this worthy couple were bom the
following children
Samuel and Levi, who
also followed the high and holy calling of
:

a minister:

Thomas,

a

successful

agricul-

our subject: William: John: Elijah: Ruth, who became the
turist; Job. the father of

MR.

AND

MRS.

JOHN

F.

SMITH.

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
wife
J.

£

1

I.

Lindsej

:

and lonmc, the wife of

Miller.

Job Smith, the father of our subject,
claim- Kentucky as the state of his nativity.
When seven war- of age he went with his
parents to Illinois, where he grew to manIn
hood, and in thai state he was married.
1853 he located in Iowa, where he secured
of raw prairie land, securing seven
hundred acres from the government, which
In later
he improved as the years passed.
a tract

life he divided this land among his children.
In
but retained a good farm for himself.
1874 he came to the Sunflower state, lo-

cating a homestead claim in

Rice county.

Iowa farm and made
a permanent location here, since which time
His persistent
he has improved his farm.
and unfaltering labors brought to him a
competence sufficient to enable him to put
aside the active cares of the farm, and he is

He afterward

sold his

living in quiet retirement, enjoying the
which he has truly earned and richly
In 1898 he left the home farm and
removed to Lyons, where he is now living,
at the ripe old age of eighty-nine years.
He was reared in the faith of the Methodist
church, and when about twenty years of
age he was converted and became a member

now
rest

merits.

of that denomination, ever since living a deHe is familiarly
voted Christian life.
known as Uncle Job, and his life has ever

been upright and honorable, commanding
the respect and confidence of all with whom
His wife.
he has been brought in contact.
who died in 1897. was a devoted Christian
and was a daughter of J. Miller, of Pennsylvania, and of German de-cent.
He bea resident of Illinois and was a prominent farmer of that state. Both he and his
wife died in Indiana.
They were the parents of three chil-

came

—

who died in Iowa; Poll}', the
Thomas Smith: and Eve. the
mother of our subject. Unto Job and Eve
dren.

wife

Isaac,

of

Smith were born the following children:
Elizabeth, who died in low a J. F.. the subject of this review: F. M. and I. X.. retired
farmers of Rice county and both are residents of Lyons: W. T., also of Lyons:
E. T.. a resident of Baldwin, Kansas: and
Mary I., who became Mrs. Summers.
;

Three
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the sons were soldiers in the Civil
war. and thirteen members of tin- Smith
family took part in. that struggle. Although
1

1

none were

killed

active service,

in

number died from

the

received in battle.
J. Fletcher Smith,

wounds

the effect- of
the

immediate sub-

was reared to manh
I
Iowa, remaining under the parental roof
when he enlisted for three years
or during the war. He became a member of
Company F fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and was consigned to the western

ject of this review,
in

until 1861,

department of the army, under command
lis command saw some
of General Curtis.
hard service, having participated in many
skirmishes and hotly contested battles ami
also went on many long and fatiguing
1

marches. His first engagement \va- at 1'ea
Ridge, and he continued in the campaign
after General Price until reaching Helena,
Arkansas, when the command went into
camp and remained there for some time.
From there they went to Vicksburg. taking
part in the siege at that place, hut during the
left hand shot
Soon afterward he was sent to St.
where he remained in the
for al nit one month and was then honorMr.
ably discharged and received his pay.
Smith was made acting first sergeant of his
company, and during his army service he
suffered greatly from chills, which he contracted at Pea Ridge, being thus afflicted
first

attack Mr. Smith had his

away.

Louis,

ii

until

sent

to

the

hospital

at

St.

Louis.

While at Helena. Arkansas, he also suffered
from fever. He now receives a pei
compensation for his army service.
After his recovery Mr. Smith returned
to his home in Iowa and as soon a- able
again took up the work of the farm, which
lie was obliged b
do with only one hand.
However, he lias persevered in his undertakings and has overcome the obstacle- and
difficulties which beset hi- path by unfalterIn
ing determination and resolute will.
1865 he was married and located on a farm
of his own. Later he embarked in
In 1879 ne came to Kaneery business.
sas, and for a number of years remained in
home,
during which time, in
his father's
was again married. A few years
1
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afterward he purchased a farm of his own,
where he remained four years, when he sold
that place and moved to a farm belonging
to his wife.
Later that place became the
Smith
f his wife's sun and Mr.
ight the half section of land which
he yet owns, in 189S, located seven miles
The place is under
northwest of Lyons.
a fair state of cultivation, and he is there
i

farming and stockraising, in which he is meeting with a very
high degree of success. His study of po-

engaged

litical

sup})'

in

general

questions has led

n

to

him

to

give

his

Republican principles, and while
Iowa, in 1S70. he was the choice

residing in
of his party for the office of register of
deeds, in which he served for four years.
Although never an aspirant for political
honors, he has been asked to serve in the
same position in Kansas.

Mr. Smith was first married to Mrs.
Sophia Y. Smith, the wedding being celebrated in Iowa.
She was the widow" of
James Smith, a distant relative of our sub-

who died from wounds received during his service in the Civil war. She is a
daughter of Samuel Craven, a native of
Virginia and an early pioneer of Illinois,
where he followed the occupation of farming.
His death occurred in that state, in
the faith
f the Methodist church, of which
he was a member. He was the father of
ject,

1

children,

five

— Sophia

V.,

Abner,

Eliza-

who became Mrs.

Linn, and Lucretia.
Mrs. Smith had two children by her
first
marriage, and her union with Mr.
Smith was blessed with two children, also.
William F.. an implement dealer of Winterset. Iowa, and Ollie M., the wife of Dr.
In 1888, in
J. A. Lawson, of Winterset.
Kansas. Mr. Smith was united in marriage with Mrs. Susie Murphy, who was
the mi ther c f two children.
Mr. Murphy
was b rn in Illinois, but was reared on a
farm in Iowa, and followed that occupaAfter coming to Kanlife wrk.
beth,

and

Amanda

(

Oveith

Vermilya. natives
Their
Iowa, and' in 1876

)

of Indiana and Ohio, respectively.

marriage

occurred in

they came to Kansas, locating on a tract
of raw land in Rice county, which he improved.
He later sold that place and removed to Frederick, where he engaged in

merchandising.
Unto this couple were
born five children
Wright, who is nowdeceased; Ovid, a resident of Lyons; William B., also deceased; Guy, who died at
the age of seventeen years; and Susie, the
wife of our subject. The mother died when
Airs. Smith was only eight years of age,
and the father was again married, in Iowa,
to Miss Eliza Enoch, by whom he had three
children,
Percy, who died in childhood;
Charles, who died in childhood and Grace,
the wife of J. F. Olander.
The mother of
these children is also deceased, but the father is still living and is a resident of Frederick.
The union of Mr. and Mrs. Smith
has been blessed with five children, namely
M. Ethel, who was born December 22,
1890; D. Verna, born September 21, 1892;
Nora L., born August 24, 1894; J. Burr,
who was born September 19, 1898, and died
January 20, 1901 and Dwight Bruce. The
parents are consistent and worthy members of the Methodist church, and he is a
:

—

;

;

member
lic.

He

of the
is

a

Grand Army of the Repub-

man

of average intelligence

and genuine public spirit, and these qualities, combined with his sterling integrity,
have naturally gained for him the respect
and confidence of men.

—

and located on a farm
His children were
engaged in farming, and
Stanley, w ho died at the age of nineteen
years.
Mrs. Smith is a daughter of E. A.
larried

in

i

Arthur,

rth

who

county.
is

WILLIAM EDWARD MALLORY.
William Edward Mallory

is

prominent-

ly connected with the business interests of
Jewell a unty, being a well known dealer
in drugs and a real-estate and loan agent
at Esbon.
He owes his success entirely to
his own efforts and an analyzation of his
career shows that industry and perseverance have been the salient features in his

prosperity.

con county.

He was born at
May 22.

Illinois,

Xiantic. Ma1858, his par-
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ents being R.

His

[ory.

county,

came

1.

Kansas

1

1

Ma r

U. and

\

(Nesbit)

teen years and m [892 took up theii
in the town of Esbon, where Ah'. Mallory
purchased a drug store.
[e pursued a
course in pharmacy in the National Institute and i- now conducting a well equipped

Mal-

was born in Sangamon
and from that state he

father

Illinois,

mnty.

1N70.

in

The

locating

first

1

in

follow ing year he ar-

He has added
his busiand insurance department and
now is more extensively engaged in realestate dealing than any other business man

Jewell countj and purchased a farm
Limestone township, where he has since
made his home, being a well-to-do and en-

establishment.

in

too,

shares

the

in

high

regard

the parental roof the subject of
review
spent his boyhood days and
with the family he came to Kansas.
His

brother, Professor Mallory, is now county
superintendent
of schools at Goodland,
\
and was formerly professor in a
it
Oklahoma.
Not long after arriving at years of maturity William E.
Mallory chose as a companion and helpmate for the journey of life Miss Ida McCammon, the wedding taking place at her
home in Esbon township, Jewell county,
March 28, 18S0. She was born in Glenwoi d, Mills county, Iowa.
Her father, a
native
f Jacksonville, Illinois, was born in
and
when
six
years
of
age accom1839,
panied his widowed mother to Mills county, [owa, becoming one of the earliest settlers there. Later he became identified with
pioneer conditions in Jewell county. Kansas, where he arrived in 1871.
Here lie
entered a claim from the government in
Esbon township, and made his home thereon until his death, which occurred February 17. 1S99. He erected a beautiful country residence and carried on
agricultural
pursuits, becoming recognized as one of the
prominent and wealthy farmers of the
community. He and his brothers had large
families, all devotedly attached to one an-

honored name
the county.
His wife in her
;it
maidenhood was Miss Martha Jane Carter.
She survives her husband and is yet living
in Jewell county.
The home of Mr. and
Mrs. Mallory has been blessed with three
Edith, Hazel and Inez.
children
After their marriage our subject and
his wife resided upon their farm for four:

theirs

is

as

localit)

well

as

to

his

1

individual

suc-

His political support is given the Republican party and he has long been known
as "lie m| it-, leading members, serving as
a member of it > committees and frequently
acting as chairman.
For two years he was
township trustee of Odessa township, and
in 1890 was the census enumerator for the
southern portion of the county.
Socially
he is identified with the Ah idem Woodmen
of America and
with the Knights of
Pythias fraternities.
In his business and
political connections he has become prominent and his life history illustrates what
it is possible to accomplish
when diligence
and determination form the keym
cess.

.

and

I

1

Under

this

other,

.

Jewell county.
I.- has
negotiated ma lj
important propert) transfers and his enterprise has led to the rapid upbuilding
this
in

of

and neighbors.

-

t<

loan

terprising agriculturist, as well as an honI3
settler of the community.
His
wife,

3^3

man's

life.

JETHO

G.

GOFF.

Jetho G. Goff, one of the representative
and prominent farmers of Kingman county,

whose home

township,
1

I

is

is

on section

a native of

West

13.

Union

Virginia, his

birth having occurred in Ritchie count}-,

on

the 25th of September, 1849.
His father,
Thomas Goff, was horn in Maryland, No-

vember

6,

1806, but was only three years

when he removed with the family to
West Wrginia, locating on the Little Kanawha river in Gilmore county, during the
old

an

I

pioneer epoch of that section.
The country was all wild and densely timbered, and
abounded in bears, panthers, deer and wild
turkeys.
Throughout life the grandfather
of our subject followed farming, and he
died in Ritchie county. West Virginia,
whither he had removed from Gilmore

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
In his family were seven children,
John, the eldest, died in 186c.
preacher in the Methodist Episcopal church, South, his circuit being in
county.

whom
He was a

of

Ritchie,

Calhoun

and

Gilmore

counties,

West

Virginia. In order of birth the others
were Thomas, Strander, George, Alexander, Joseph and Benjamin, all farmers.

Thomas

Goff, cur subject's father,

was

reared on a farm in West Virginia, and at
the age of twenty-three years was united
in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Smith, a native of that state and a daughter of Barnes
Smith.
For a number of years after his

marriage he was engaged in farming in
Gilmore county, and then removed to
Ritchie county, where he bought a farm of
one hundred and twenty acres, which he
cleared and improved, dividing it by fences

He erected good
into nine different fields.
and substantial buildings on the place and
made it his home until 1863. when he removed with his wife and family to Decatur
county, Iowa, but remained there only one
Going to Marion county, the same
year.
state, he purchased a farm of one hundred
and twenty acres, and lived there until
1880. His last days were spent with a mardaughter in Knoxville, where he died
His wife had previ11, 1894.

ried

December

In politics" he
1875.
was first a Democrat, but at the outbreak of
the Civil war joined the Republican party,
and on account of his strong Union sympathies left West Virginia and went to
Iowa. He made this trip across the counWhile a resident of
try with three teams.
ously passed

away

West Virginia be

in

filled

the office of justice

of the peace, and took a prominent and inFor sixty
fluential part in local politics.
years he was a faithful and consistent

of the Methodist church, to which
his wife also belonged, and he was a class
leader at his early home in the east.
Jetho G. Goff is the twelfth in order
of birth in a family of fifteen children, of
whom seven are still living. They were as
follows: Sarah married Dean Osborn and
died in Union township, Kingman county,
Kansas, about 1891
Ann married A. V.
Hardman and died in Ritchie county, West

member

;

Virginia Eli disappeared during the Civil
war white in Texas and all trace of him
was lost Barns S. is a prominent fanner of
Union township, Kingman county. Kansas; Simeon served three years during the
Civil
war as a member of Company E,
Sixth West Virginia Volunteer Infantry,
and died in Ritchie county, that state;
Jonathan died in childhood in West Virginia'; Mary C. is the wife of Joshua Osborn. who served three years in Company
E, Sixth West Virginia Infantry, during
the Civil war; Joshua died at the age of
eleven years in Ritchie county. West Virginia Elzara is the wife of Joel Hendricks,
Elizabeth
a butcher of Omaha, Nebraska
J. married Orril Yates and died in Indian
Territory; Thomas M. is a farmer of
Ritchie county, West Virginia; Jetho G.
is the next of the family; Francis G. is a
farmer of Enid, Oklahoma Cynthia X. is
the wife of Oliver J. Rambo, a farmer of
Pond Creek, Oklahoma: and Rachel married Granville Hendricks and died in Knox;

;

;

;

:

ville,

Iowa.

The first fourteen years of his life our
subject spent in his native state, and his
education was begun in its subscription
After the removal of the family
schools.
to L >wa he attended first the district schools
and later the public schools of Knoxville,
where he spent two years. After attaining
his majority he successfully engaged in
teaching school in Marion county, that
About 1878 he came to
state, for a time.
Kansas, and first located in Rush county,
taking up a quarter section of land in
Union township. As this was a tree claim
he set out a good grove and also broke

eightv acres of the land, making his home
thereon for six years. At the end of that
period he removed to Kingman county and
pre-empted a quarter section of land on
section 13. Union township, for which he
paid one dollar and a quarter per acre, and
a year later he sold his

farm

in

Rush o

ain-

On his new farm in Kingman county
he built a sod house, twelve feet square,
with a dirt floor, but ceiled overhead. His
stock at that time consisted of but two
h rses. two cows and two calves, which he

ty.
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had brought with him from Rush county,

nov

Inu he

gives

c

nsiderable attention to

stock-raising and has

head of cattle
and n w sells about twenty head annually.
Being unmarried he kept bachelor's hall the
three years of

first

county, and worked
'The

others.

acres

sixtj

mainder

first

of

fort)

in
his residence
this
much of the time for

year,
his

however he broke

land,

leaving the re-

and has since engaged
farmingj raising corn, wheat

for pasture,
sifted

and at-, but makes a specialty of potatoes,
which he raises enormous crops.
On the 23d of ctober, 1SS7, in Union
township, Kingman county, Mr. Guff was
Walunited in marriage to Miss Mary
ter, who was horn in Indiana and reared
in Indianapolis, her parents being Henry
and Rebecca (Hawkins) Walter. Her paternal grandparent-. Lewis and Mary Walter, are of German descent, and are still
living in Francisville, Indiana, at an adIn early life her father envanced age.
gage.! in milling and merchandising, and at
one time, in connection with the grandfa.

of

I

I-'..

He
perated a large stave factory.
Kansas in 1885, and located on a
township.
Union
in
farm near our subject
Kingman county, being to-day one of the
ther.

came

eautifu] gro\ e
mulberry and box
trees about sixteen years <>ld.
His
sod house was in time replaced by a frame
dwelling
f
two rooms, to which he
1. nly
ai.d

,1

1"

1

1

elder

.

iias

-Mice

added from time

to time until

he

now has a commodious and pleasant resilb- has a'- built a go d barn, .and
dence,
his farm is supplied with all necessary machinery, which each fall is carefulh stowed
1

in a

good -bed
Politically

built

for that purpose.

Mr. Goff

is

a

Republican,

but at local elections he votes independent
of pan line-.
F r -i\ years he ha- been

prominently

identified

with

the

school

board of his district, first a- director and
since then as treasurer.
Both he and his
wife are active and consistent members of
the Methodist Episcopal church, and for
several years he has been superintendent of
the Sunday-school. They receive and merit
the respect and esteem of the entire community in which they live, and wherever
known are held in high regard.

1

JACOB

to

minent farmers and stock-raisers
In his family were
that community.
nine children, of whom Mrs. Goff is the
eldest, the others being John, now a resiKingman; May, wife of
f the city of
dent
of

Fred
Lewis,

McCune, a carpenter of Wichita:
who was drowned in the canal at

Indianapolis. Indiana; Bert, deputy clerk at
Kingman: Herbert, who is living with his

and is to-day one of the prominent
and successful school teachers of Kingman
county: Fred, who assists his father in the
the home farm: and Bertha
f
operation
and Nettie, both at home.
In 1899 Mr. Goff bought the southeast
quarter of the same section on which his
homestead is located, and to-day has about
one hundred acres under cultivation, while
the remainder is in pasture and meadowland.
He also has a good bearing orchard
of
ne hundred apple and cherry trees,
which are from five to sixteen rears old.
father,

1

1
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B.

HAYES.

Jacob B. Have- is engaged in the practice of law at Great Bend, and though one
of the younger men at the bar. he has already attained a position f prominence and
sustain- a reputation that older men might
well envy,
lie was born in Xew Albion,
1

Iowa,

"ii

the 14th of February,

[872.

lie

Alfred B. Hayes, a farmer, who
emigrated to Wisconsin during the boyHe followed
hood days of our subject.
farming throughout his entire life and lived
to a ripe old age.
His son, Jacob B. Hayes,
pursued his education in the public schools
of Iowa and Wisconsin, and was reared on
the family homestead, where he became familiar with the labors of held and meadow,
but not desiring to make agricultural purto enter
suits his life work, he resolved
professional life and therefore became a
student in the law office of Senator Trewin,
He was graduated in
of Lansing, fovva.
the high school with the class of 1896 and
in the law department of Kent University,
is

a -"ii of
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of Chicago, with the class of 1899.
He
was then admitted to the bar of Iowa and
began practice in Lacrosse, Wisconsin,
wihere he remained until the 1st of January.

when he came

1901,

and opened

his office.

to

He now

Great Bend
has a pleas-

office, well equipped and in his practice
meeting with creditable success. He is
a fluent and convincing speaker and prepares his cases with great care and thoroughness.
In political views he is a Republican, and socially is connected with the
Modern Woodmen of America and the
Knights of the Maccabees.

ant
is

JOSEPH LeCLERE.
Joseph LeClere is the proprietor of one
the fine farms of Victoria township.
Rice county, and he is accounted one of
the leading and successful agriculturists of
his section of the state.
His birth occurred
of

in Lorraine, France,

on the nth of May,

His father, Nicholas LeQere, was a
1845.
native of the same province and was a shoemaker by trade. In his native land he
served as a soldier in the regular army,
under Napoleon. The mother of our subject was in her maidenhood Marie Reine
Trognard, and was a native of Lorraine,
France. This worthy couple were the parents of five children, namely:
Tourier,

who

served with distinction in the Civil

war and is now an editor in the state of
Washington; John B., who also wore the
blue in defense of his country, and resides

Harrison township. Rice county; A. S.,
Reno county, Kansas Drouot,
who resides on the old homestead in Hancock county, Illinois; and James, the sub-

in

a resident of

;

the farm, and his education was received in
the district school of the neighborhood. In

March, 1864, he donned the blue in defense
of his adopted country and ably assisted in
maintaining the Union.
During the Red
River campaign, under General Steele, he

was taken prisoner at Tyler, Texas, and
was held in captivity at Hempstead, that
state,
four months.
for
During eight
months of his army experiences he served
in

the

the quartermaster's department.
After
close of hostilities Mr. LeClere re-

turned to his home in Illinois.
In 187J
he sought a home in the Sunflower state.
For a time he traveled over different portions of the state, being employed in railroading and steamboating. and also followed lumbering in Wisconsin, rafting
lumber on the rivers of Wisconsin and Mississippi. In 1875 he located permanently in
Rice county, securing a homestead in Victoria township, and he now owns two hundred and forty acres of valuable land. The
place is well improved, and Mr. LeClere is
recognized as a leading and progressive

farmer of his

locality.

In 1900, in Hutchinson, Kansas, he
was united in marriage to Emma Lawrence, whoi was born, reared and educated
in Iowa.
She is a daughter of Dr. Lawrence.
Mr. LeClere is independent in his
political affiliations, casting his ballot for
the men whom he regards as best adapted
for office.
He served as postmaster of
Pollard, Kansas, proving an efficient

and

capable officer.
In his social relations he
is a Mason.
His interests are thoroughly
identified with those of his adopted country, and at all times he is ready to lend his
aid and co-operation to any movement calculated to benefit this section of the state
or to advance its wonderful development.

ject of this review.

The

last

named was only

five

years of

age when his father joined a colon}" bound
L.

for the Lhiited States, their destination be-

ing

Red

sickness

Hancock

River, Texas, but on account of
the family decided to locate in

Illinois,
near
settling
county,
Nauvoo, the old Mormon town. There Mr.
LeClere was early inured to the labors of

The laws

P.

BEHAM.

of nature have provided that
labor always brings change, that effort is
always followed by result, and therefore
when labor is well directed and effort

GRAPHICAL HISTORY.
carefully planned

the

thus

Toil

sirable.

uta me
brings a
1

most demarketable

is

commodity and brings in greater or less
measure that for which everj businessman

—

wealth.
L. P. Beham is of the
representative and intelligent fanner- whose energies have been so prosecuted
1-

seeking,

class ol

along well defined

lines of activity that he
in possessi n oi a handsome compebeing the owner of one of the fine
farms of Rice county, and here he has re-

is

new

tence,

sided >inee the [5th of August, 1872.

He

was

horn

Allegheny

in

Pittsburg, August 31,
1827, and comes of a family whose indusand
lumest}
have heen numbered
am> ng the marked characteristics of its
try

His

members.

was of

lineage.
He wedded Eliza^
whose birth occurred in Alcounty, Pennsylvania, a -daughter

Irish

1'owers.

heth

legheny
of

Peter Beham, was
Pennsylvania, and

father,

Butler county.

in

Benjamin Powers, who belonged

to an

old Virginia family of English lineage and
was one of the heroes of the war of the

Revolution.
Peter and Elizabeth Beham
became the parents of the following chil.Margaret Ann Angney, who is livdren
ing in Allegheny county. Pennsylvania L.
:

;

of this review; Mrs. Elizabeth Servilla
of Rush county. Kansas; Mrs.
Sarah Powers Templeton. of 'Barton county, Missouri; and G. M. H., of Pittsburg,
P..

Russell,

Pennsylvania. The father was a mechanic
and engaged in the manufacture of scythes
and sickles for a number of years. These
implements were of superior workmanship
and excellent quality and commanded a
good sale on the market. Later he turned
to
His political
his
farming.
attention
support was given to the Whig party until
its

the

when he joined the ranks of
new Republican party, with which he
demise. He passed away

dissolution,

affiliated until his

age of eighty-four
wife was also eighty-four

in Pennsylvania, at the

years,

and

his

was
and
and

She
the time of her death.
a member of the Presbyterian church
was loved for her kindness of heart
mind.
L. P.

farm
lic

ed

in the Keystone state an
to the pubschool system ol Pennsylvania is indebtfor the educational privileges which he
1

enjoyed in youth and which formed the
foundation for the knowledge which he
acquired through business, experience,
reading and observation,
lie was married
in Westmoreland county. Pennsylvania, in
Mary
Lucinda
to
Foster,
a lady of
[857,
intelligence and culture, who has been to
her husband an able assistant on the journey f life. She was born in Indiana county. Pennsylvania, a daughter of James and
later

i

county,

Pennsylvania, near

born
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Eliza

born

fer father was
le <rge
Foster.
Westmoreland county, Pennsyland was a son of Robert Foster, who

1

(

1

l

in

vania,

was of

Irish ancestry.

reared on the

In

*me

a

na-

1

ter

ceased: Wallace: William, who was a si Idier in the Civil war and was killed in the
battle of the Wilderness: Mrs. Mary I..
Beham: and Annie E.. wife of i. M. H.
Beham, of Pittsburg. Pennsylvania, a
1

brother of our subject.

Mr. Foster, the

father of these children, died at
Throughout
seventy-five years.

tin

his

busi-

nes career he was employed as an engineer
In religious belief
or followed farming.
he was identified with the Presbyterian
church.
His widow still survives him and
Pennsylvania, at
Pittsburg.
is living
in
the age of ninety-one years, enjoying the
friendship and high regard of a large circle of friends.
After his marriage Mr. Beham
his abode in Indiana county. Pennsylvania,
where he remained until 1867, when he removed to Franklin county. Tennessee, reI

maining

in

that

locality

for

three years.

then returned to the Keystone si
thence came to Kansas, residing in LawHe
rence, this state, for eighteen months.
also spent several months in Topeka and in
[872 arrived in Rice county, where he filed
He also
a claim to eighty acres of land.
f
eighty acres and now
purchased a tract
has a valuable farm comprising a quarter

He

i

Beham was

His wife, also

Westmoreland county, was a laughof James George, and he. too, traced
his ancestry to the Emerald Isle.
James
and Eliza Foster became the parents of
Robert, who i- now derive
children:
tive of
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bottom land, the productive
yielding abundant harvests of wheat
rn.
In addition to the production of
these cereals he has engaged in the raising
of stuck to some extent. His farm is imsection of rich
fields

and

ci

proved with good buildings, including a
comfortable residence, commodious barns,
sheds and cribs. A grove and orchard are

among

the attractive features of the place,

and everything about the premises is neat
and thrifty in appearance.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Beham has
been

blessed with seven children, three
sons ami four daughters:
Ida, now the
wife of S. M. Sheldon, who is living on
the Pawnee reservation in Oklahoma; Elmjer and Howard, who are also residents
of Oklahoma Cora, wife of C. H. Jones,
of Wichita, Kansas; Harry, at home;
Frances M., wife of Orren Clark, of Atlanta township. Rice county
and Mrs.
Pearl E. Newby, of Sterling, Kansas. The
family is one honored and respected in the
community. Mrs. Beham is a member of
the Congregational church.
Mr. Beham
voted with the Republican party for a number of years, but is now independent in
politics, giving his alleg-iance to the men
;

:

and measures which he
promote

believes

will

best

of the community.
He has served as a justice of the peace, discharging the duties of the office in a fair
and impartial manner. The cause of education, of temperance and morality find in
the

interests

him a warm friend and he is a worthy and
valued citizen, who during his residence in
Rice county has ever commanded the respect and esteem of his fellow men.

the '40s and settled in what is now Dodge
county, Wisconsin, then a wild and unimproved region, where the work of progress

and civilization had scarcely been begun.
There he and his family experienced all
the hardships and privations of pioneer life.
He took up a farm upon the frontier and
devoted his energies to its development and
further cultivation until his death, which
occurred when he was between fifty and
sixty years of age.
He was at that time
the owner of over two hundred acres of
valuable land, having acquired a comfortable competence.
He married and had several children who died in early life and four
who grew to years of maturity, namely:
William A., the father of our subject; Joseph X., of Chicago; Mrs. Lizzie Jamsen,
of Tennessee; and Mrs. Lena Hook, of
South Dakota.
William A. Feder worked upon his father's farm until seventeen years of age,

when he

enlisted

war. becoming a

for service

in

member

Company

of

the Civil
C,

First Wisconsin Cavalry, in August, 1861.

On

the expiration of thirteen months,

he

ever,

was

how-

discharged on account of
He then returned to

physical disability.

Chicago and eventually became a news
agent on the steam cars.
He afterward
rose to the position of Pullman car conductor, serving most of the time on the
Chicago & Alton railroad. At his father's
death, however, he resigned his position
and assumed the management of the home
farm, 'which he operated until 1881. when
he sold that property and in the spring of
1882 returned to Chicago, where he was in
the employ of the Cottage Grove Street Car

Company, but

his health

failed

him, and,

hoping

WILLIAM

P.

FEDER.

William P. Feder, judge of the probate
f Barton county. Kansas, and one of
courl
the most popular and progressive young
men of this portion of the state, was born
in Schlesingersville, Washington county,
His father, William A. Feder,
Wisconsin.
was a native of Germany and a son of
Franz A. Feder. who came to America in
1

to be benefited by a change, he took
abode in Ell in wood, Kansas, where
he conducted a drug store. For two terms
he filled the office of city marshal by appointment, and also carried on the real-estate and insurance business, continuing in

up

his

that

when

line

his

different

of

activity

until

health compelled
climate.

That

January,

him

fall

his

1890,

to seek

a

place of

business was also destroyed by fire, entailing great loss, and this also operated against
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his

In

health.

March,

in the lasl

ia

!

d

his death

children,

— William

(892,
stages

he
1

f

went to
o msump

occurred on the toth of
r of the same year, at the age of
His wife bore the maiden name
forty-nine.
of J' sephine E. Janssen, and they had two

now

latter

a

P.

resident

and Frank A.,
of

— the

Encampdeath of Mr.

Grand

Wyoming. After the
Feder the mpther of our subject married
Eberhardt and now resides in (".rand

ment,

Encampment.
Feder, whose name begins
intended a parochial school in Chihe was instructed in English
this

liere

one-half the day and the other half in German. Subsequently he was a student in the

Ellinwood, Kansas, and
his business career as a
Hutman, postmaster,
with whom he served for thirteen months,
after which he accepted a similar position
under Mr. Misner, remaining in his employ
until January, 1890. when he became proschools of

public

later entered

under

xrlerk

upon

W.

E.

and editor of the Ellinwood Advowhich he successfully conducted for
months.
On the expiration of that
peri' d he became baggagemast.er at Ellinnext
station clerk at Great Bend
w< d; was
for a year and then became cashier, but resigned, in order to become bookkeeper for
the Walnut Brook Milling Company, on the
16th of December. 1897. He occupied that
position until September, 1899. when he resigned to become night clerk on the Santa
Fe railroad at Colorado Springs, and while
prieti r

cate,

ten

working there, on the 1st of April, at
Colorado. h e was made joint cashPue
ier of the Santa Fe and Colorado Southern
Raiin ads.
Failing health compelled him
.1 his position', for his strength had
been undermined by overwork and strict
'

.

It
was seen
fective service for the ticket.
from the beginning that he was the popular candidate and in the discharge of his
duties he is giving uniform satisfaction.
On the 2d of January. [895, Judge
Feder was united in marriage to Miss Mary
L. Dodge, a daughter of Edward J. Dodge,
of Great Bend, and in the community they
have many friends, while the hospitality of
They
the best homes is extended to them.
now have two children: William Russell,
born October 14, 1895, and Winefred MaIn 1897 the
rion, born July
12, 1898.
Judge was made division commander of the
Sons of Veterans for the division comprising Kansas. Iklahoma and the Indian Territory, and during his incumbency he made
a fine record, securing an increased membership of four hundred and thirty-five.
<

He

is

tion.

and is chairman of the hoard of directors
of the national council of the Amity Union.
He is one of the youngest probate judges
in the

ord

is

all

country and is an officer whose recabove reproach, so faithful and con-

scientious

is

he

in

11.

A.

the

discharge

of

his

a

well

duties.

cality

ll

now quartermaster of that organizaHe is also a member and financier
Order of United Workmen

of the Ancient

MYERS.

He

convention
to

county treas-

paign and being a fluent speaker did ef-

joint

Populists
receiving

f

—

known

to business.

1

urer in [899 he felt constrained b
the nomination for the probate judgeship
and was elected by a majorit) of seven hundred and nineteen out of thirty-three hunthe largest majority ever
dred votes cast
given t<> any candidate in the county, with
ne exception, and that was in the early
He entered the camdays 'if the county.

then returned to
Great Bend, which is situated in one of
test health belts in the world, and
here he rapidly improved.
In 1 90 1 Mr. Feder was nominated in
1

[896 and that

clerk in

trict

1329

of the Democrat-; and
the office of probate judge.
but eleven votes.
After de-

the nomination for the office

L'.

A.

Myers,

for

many

years

representative of the farming interests of Rice county, residing <>n section 10,
Center township, made his home in that lofor fourteen years,

hut has recently

removed to Holland, Dickson county. KanDuring all these years he has been a
sas.
loyal and progressive citizen, as true to his
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duties as

when he wore the blue and fought
Union upon the

for the preservation of the
battlefields of the south.

He

claims Penn-

Her father is now deceased, having
away at the age of seventy-five years.
He had devoted his energies to agricultural

land.

passed

sylvania as the state of his nativity, his
birth having- occurred in Cumberland coun-

pursuits, thus providing for the support of

His
H. J. Myers, was born in the same
locality and was there reared to manhood.
He afterward married Elizabeth Miller,

harmony with

ty,

near Mt. Holly, October 25, 1845.

father,

whose

Adams

occurred near Gettysburg, in
county, Pennsylvania.
At York

birth

Springs the father of our subject passed
away, when fifty-six years of age.
In early
life he had learned the carpenter's trade,
which he followed during a portion of his
business career, the remaining time being
devoted to agricultural pursuits. His political support was given the Republican party,
and in religious belief he was connected with
the United Brethren church. His wife died
near Scranton, Greene county, Iowa, at
the age of sixty years.
This worthy
couple were the parents of nine children, five
sons and four daughters, and two of the
number were valiant soldiers of the Union
during the war of the rebellion, namely:

family.

his

His wife,

who

His

political

views were

in

the principles of Democracy.
held membership in the Ger-

man

Baptist church, also died at the age of
seventy-five, and both were pe pie of the
highest respectability, loved and honored by
all who knew them.
They became the parents of eleven children, five sens and six
daughters, namely: Cornelius, William, Pe-

George, Rebecca, Gill, Mrs. Mary TroCatherine and Anna, who have passed
away, and Mrs. Myers. There was also one
child, Sarah Ann, who died in childhood.
Mr. and Mrs. Myers began their domestic life upon a Pennsylvania farm and resided in York and Adams counties, that
ter,

tle,

until 1886, the year of their arrival
Rice county, Kansas.
On the 16th of

state,

in

Keystone state. At the age of twenty-three
he secured as a companion and helpmate
on life's journey Miss Maggie Stauffer, of

March, they took up their abode here and
for a long period were identified with farming interests of the locality.
Mr. Myers
purchased one hundred and sixty acres of
land, to which he added until he became the
owner of a valuable property of three hundred and twenty acres, constituting one of
the best farms in the township. The main
features of the place were a good residence,
which stands upon a natural building site,
a substantial barn and outbuildings, an orIn his pastures were
chard and a grove.
found about seventy head of cattle and the
stock which he raised was of a good grade
and was well cared for. He also made a
specialty of the production of wheat, and
is one of the energetic, diligent and practical
farmers of the community, whose labors
He has recently
brought a good return.
sold that property and moved to Holland,
purchasing two
Kansas,
Dickson county,
hundred and ninety acres of choice bottom
land, and he is now erecting a fine fifteen-

York county. Pennsylvania,

hundred-dollar residence.

B.

A., of this review; and C. O., who is
living in Adams county, Pennsylvania. The
other members of the family are Mrs. Molly
Burns, Clayton, Webster, John, Roland,
Mrs. Ivy Walburn and Mrs. Lulu D. Hart.

Upon the old family homestead in the
Keystone state B. A. Myers spent the days
of his childhood and youth, early becoming familiar with all the work that falls to
the lot of the agriculturist who devotes his
time to the cultivation of the crops.
He
attended the public schools of Pennsylvania and was reared in both Cumberland and

Adams

counties. His first independent venture in life was as a farm hand, in which
capacity he worked by the month in the

the

wedding be-

ing celebrated in their native state. Her parents were Emanuel and Christena (Smith)
Stauffer. the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Baltimore, Mary-

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Myers
Harry
has been blessed with three children
of Missouri; EmJ., who is now a resident
mert A., at home; and Lotta K., who died
:
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Her loss
the age of twenty-one years.
was deeply mourned by the parents, being
sorrow which has ever come to
them as they have traveled life's journey
together. She possessed many excellent qualities was kind and considerate, and her
at

thu greatest

cheerful

disposition

made sunshine

in

the

home.

As

Mr. Myers

deeply interested in everything that pertains to the welfare of his community.
Years ago when his
country was in great clanger he went to the
front to defend the Union, enlisting- when
only nineteen years of age.
He became a
member of Company A. Two Hundred and
Ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, and served
for about a year, being honorably discharged
after the close of the war. in 1865.
He had
participated in the siege and battle of Petersburg, Virginia, and in the engagements of
Forts Steadman and Chesterville, together
with many others of lesser importance. For
a time he was on detached duty in the commissary department at Bermuda Hundred,
under General Benjamin Butler, and did
similar sendee at other points.
At length
he received an honorable discharge at Alexandria. Virginia, and returned to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, from which point he
once more took up farm life. In his political affiliations he is a stalwart Republican,
giving an inflexible support to the party.
The cause of education, ,f temperance and
religion find in him a warm friend, and he
holds membership with the German Baptist
church.
He is a man of honorable princia citizen

is

,

ples, fearless in

conduct and sustains an en-

viable reputation.

During the

fifteen

years

of his residence in Rice county he won the
highest regard of a large circle of friends.

HORACE BUTLER.

'33i

was a nath e
E
Scotland, and bo mi
a
pioneer settler of Vermilion county, where
he developed and improved a farm, making1

his home throughout the remainder of
He was a relative of the famous
Ethan Allen, and his uncle. Ezra Puller,
served as a governor of the state of Vermont.
Butler had six children,
James
namely: Asaph. Lewis, Biantha, Mary, Anna and Fidelia.
The first. Asaph Butler,
was the father of our subject. He.
o, was
born in the Green Mountain state, but in
early life was taken by his parents to Illinois, bee .tiling a resident of the Prairie
state when eight years of age.
There he
grew to man!
and was married to Miss
Elizabeth Acre, who was born in Alabama
and went to the Prairie state with her parents in early girlhood.
Her father was of
Welsh descent and was a blacksmith by
trade, following that pursuit in o n
His children were: Elizawith farming.
beth, who became Mrs. Butler; Joel, Brackton, John, Matilda and Ruth.
In [840 Mr.
Butler and his wife removed to Harrison
county, Missouri, where he improved a
it

his life.

t

1

tract of land,
til

making

his

home

thereon un-

called to his final rest, about

was an honored pioneer

[891.

improvement of that part of the

state.

early settler of Rice county identi-

with the development and progress here
from early days, Mr. Butler was born in
Vermilion county. Illinois, October 10. 1835.
His paternal grandfather. James Butler,

fied

He

organizing the county and was
elected one of the first judges of the court.
which held its first session under a
tree, Mr. Butler presiding.
He became one
of the most influential and leading
of the community, and in business affairs
was extremely progressive and prosper us.
His pioneer home was noted for the old-time
hospitality which was extended to all, whether stranger or friend, and was the stripping
place for all newcomers, and he never would
aided

in

receive any

payment

for his entertainment.

The poor and needy

An

He

of Harrison county, and took an important part in
furthering the development and substantial
settler

w-cre never tun
door empty-handed and he was widely
known for his charity and kindn
His integrity was above refellow men.
proach and his honor undisputed, and he
1

his

-

left

to his

family the priceless heritage of
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an untarnished name.

His political support
first given to the Whig party and afterward to the men and measures of Republicanism, and he was honored with several positions of public trust and responsibility.
He passed away about 1891 and
his wife died in February, 1880.
Unto this
worthy couple were born ten children: Calista, now Airs. A. Brown; Mrs. Clarinda

Kansas is one of the richest and most productive in the entire nation. Lyons was only
a village when Mr. Butler arrived, but since

was

Price; Horace; Orlin
Harmon; Norton;
Albert: Mary, now Airs. Chapman; Oscar;
and Mrs. Alice Seymour. The mother was
a consistent and worthy member of the
Christian church. Three of her sons, Orlin,
;

Norton and Horace, were

soldiers

in

the

Union army during the Civil war.
Horace Butler was reared to honest

toil

on the farm in Harrison county, Missouri,
amid the wild scenes of frontier life. He
assisted in the development and improve-

ment of the

fields until twenty-eight years
of age. when he was married. During the
Rebellion he served in the state militia, doing duty in Missouri. He engaged in some

skirmishes with the bushwhackers, but
participated in no regular battles, his service being in the line of guard and escort
duty.
When he was mustered out he re-

turned to his home and in 1864 he was
married and took up his abode on a farm,
where he remained until 1880, when he traded his Missouri property for the farm in
Rice county, Kansas, upon which he vet resides.

He came

here in the spring of that
into a little house. About
acres of the land had been broken

year and
forty

moved

and he soon began farming

in earnest.

He

has made splendid improvements, including
the erection of a commodious and substanresidence, barns and outbuildings, the
planting of an orchard and the building of
fences.
His fields are richly cultivated and
annually he harvests good crops. When he
arrived people were dissatisfied and were

tial

that time he has seen

other villages

:

;

;

;

but is now identified with the
Reform party, but claims the privilege of
voting for the men at local elections whom
he thinks best qualified for office, regardless
>f party preferment.

lican faith,

1

anxious to move away and farming was carried on only on a small scale, but the state
'was rapidly settled, improvements were in-

JOHN SWEENEY.

troduced and to-day central Kansas is one
of the most prosperous districts of the en-

One

community. Farming and stock-raising
are very profitable, and the wheat belt of

man whose

tire

many

and hamlets grow into thriving towns and cities. His own labors have
brought to him splendid financial reward,
and tc-day he is one of the most prosperous agriculturists of his community.
In 1864 occurred the marriage of Mr.
Butler to Miss Emma B. Young, who was
born in Harrison county, Missouri, January
22, 1843, her parents being Jeremiah and
Ruth (Boring) Young, both natives of
Tennessee, in which state they were married, but soon afterward removed to Illinois.
There two children were born unto
them and later they went to Jackson county,
Missouri, and from there to Harrison county, where Mr. Young became a successful
and prominent farmer.
He and his wife
both died in that locality.
Both Mr. and
Mrs. Young were Scotch Presbyterians in
religious faith, holding membership with a
church of that denomination.
Their children were: Harvey, Rufus R., Airs. Mary
E. Patton. Mrs. Rebecca Albin, Mrs. Martha A. Magee, Franklin B., Emma B.. Mrs.
Amanda M. Smith, Ruth E., deceased, and
Sidney Smith.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Butler have been born nine children
Edgar,
who died in childhood Mrs. Edith Wilson
Ethel, at home; Mrs. Effa Miller: Ezra, of
Oklahoma Mary, a school teacher and
Helen. Orlin and Horace, who are yet with
their parents.
Mrs. Butler belongs to the
Presbyterian church and is a most estimable
lady.
Air. Butler was reared in the Repubestablished

citizens

of the most prominent and respected
of Kingman is, John Sweeney, a
history furnishes a splendid ex-
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ample of what may be accomplished through
determined purpose, laudable ambition and
For bwenty-two years
well directed efforts.

Ola

marriage. -Belle,
hristena, John and
Mr. Sweenej casts his ballot in fa-

vor

,,f

he has been identified with the int<
Kingman county, and for many year- he has
held the responsible position of superintend-

ested in

and manager of the Park Red Stone
Quarry, which is located two and a half
miles east of Kingman, and is one of the
leading institutions of its kind in this sec-

ent

tion of the state.

Mr. Sweeney is a native son of the Praihaving there occurred in
Calhoun county, in l86l.
He is a son of
Andrew and Elizabeth Sweeney, the latter

this

I

men and measures

i1r-

mocracy,

'if

the De-

lie has long been actively interall

that pertain- to the general wel-

and advancement of the community and
in many movements for the amehuman suffering. His friends

fare

has aided

lioration of

have the highest appreciation of

his

many

excellent qualities, and all esteem him for
a life over which there falls no shadow of
w rang r suspicion of evil.
1

rie state, his birth

of

whom

still

survives.

The

now

father,

WILLIAM

de-

was a brave and loyal Union solduring the war of the Rebellion, serving as a member of an Illinois regiment.
Our subject, one in a family of ten children, seven of whom were sons, was reared
to farm life in Calhoun and Jersey counties,
lllim is, receiving his education in the com-

RIFE.

II.

ceased,
dier

mon

schools of that

commonwealth.

In the

year 1880 he came to Kingman county. Kansas, where he has ever since made his home,
and during the twenty-two years which
have since intervened he has nobly borne
his part in the work of progress and devel-

opment which has taken place in this section.
For a number of years past he has
held the position of superintendent and
manager of the Park Red Stone Quarry,
which has furnished most of the Sti ne used
for building purposes in Kingman county.
It is a large, thick vein of rock, and during one season as many as four thousand
perch of stone have been taken out.
Its
is largely due to the capable management, splendid executive ability, untiring effi rts and firm purp >se of Mr. Sweeney.
whose reputation in commercial circles is
above question.
In 1892 occurred the marriage
subject and Miss Clara Fike. a native of
Kingman county, and a daughter f C. E.
Fike, who served as a soldier during the
Civil war.
lie is now deceased, but his

Success

1

widow still survives and now makes her
home in Idaho. Four children have graced

In

pioneer days

in

the historj

of Rice

county William II. Life became a resident
of central Kansas, and his interests have
-ince been identified with this portion of the

and he labored earnestly in promoting public progress along substantia] lines
of improvement.
He was born in Ohio,
August 1, 1849, a »d was reared on a farm,
acquiring a limited common-school education. His parents were Joseph II. and Elizabeth (Mott) Rife, who were born, reared
and married in Ohio, whence they came to
Iowa in 1851. The paternal grand]
however, were of German descent.
The
father of our subject became a pi neer in
Clarke county. Iowa, where he entered land
and improved a farm, remaining there until
l862, when he enlisted in the Sixth Iowa
Infantry as a defender of the I ni n.
The
regiment was assigned to the Army of the
Tennessee, with General Sherman
mand.
Owing to the exposure and hardships of war Mr. Rife contracted a fever,
and was placed in a hospital at I.
Tennessee, where he died and his remains
were there interred. He was a plain, honest
farmer, never aspiring to public obi
toriety, yet living a life in harmony with the
principles and teachings
f
[fie
Christian
church, of which he was a worthy memstate

,

He

gave his life upon the alt
country and left to his family the r
brave military service and of an untarnished

ber.
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career.

His widow afterward married Will-

iam Mouck, a retired fanner, who has put
aside the active cares of business life and

now

resides in Fairfield, Iowa, where he and
wife are enjoying the fruits of well spent
Her grandfather Mott was a Revolutionary soldier, who served throughout
the war that brought independence to the
nation.
He was twice married and reared
a family of twenty-nine children, and lived
to the age of one hundred and four years.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Rife were
born eight children: James C, who served
his

lives.

war of the Reand at its close returned safely to
home, being now a resident of Wiscosin;
William H., of this review; Jane, <the wife
of L. Decker; George W., who is living in
Nebraska; Frank, who makes his home in
Iowa; Joseph H., also a resident of Nebraska; Mrs. Calista Pritchett, of Iowa; and
The mother has long
J. \\\, of Nebraska.
by

his father's side in the

bellion,

his

been a devoted member of the Christian
church, and upon the minds of her children
she early impressed the lessons of industry
and honesty, thus fittin? them for the practical duties of life.
The subject of this review was less than
two years of age when he came with his
parents to Iowa, where he was reared to

manhood. During the war of the Rebellion
he was his mother's main assistant in carrying on the farm, At the age of seventeen
he began earning his own livelihood, being
employed as a farm hand in Iowa, and when
nineteen years of age he went to Missouri,
where he worked in that capacity for one
I luring the second year he cultivated a
rented farm, and in 1870 he came to Kansas,
locating in Rice county, where he filed a
claim to a quarter-section of land southwest
of Lyons.
Mr. Rife owned that property

year.

1873, an d upon

it built a sod house
and broke and cultivated some of
He then sold the farm and removed to Mitchell township, where he secured a homestead claim, upon which he has
made excellent improvements, and it is still
his place of residence.
He hauled the lumber from Sterling in order to erect his first
frame residence. With characteristic ener-

until

and

stable

the prairie.

.

gy he began improving his farm which has
become a valuable property, equipped with
all the modern accessories and conveniences.
He lived in the county at an early day when
the hunters had ample opportunitv to indulge his love for the sp< rt for many kinds

game

could be secured in central Kanat one time killed two buffaa remarkable occurrence, such a feat being accomplished by
r
but few men. Some stray bands of Indians
roamed over the country on hunting expeditions.
They were mostly of the Kaw tribe
and always manifested a friendly spirit toward the white settlers. As the years passed,
however, the incoming tide of civilization
changed all these conditions and the land
has now been divided into farms which are
highly cultivated and yield a good return
to the individual owners.
In addition to
the cultivatii n of the fields, Mr. Rife has
engaged in the raising of stock, thus following diversified farming.
He has won success by hard work and honorable dealing,
and has added to his property until he now
owns eight hundred acres of fine land all
of

sas.

Mr. Rife

loes at a single shot,

—

under a good state of cultivation.
His
home farm is well improved with
twostory frame residence, large barn and
utbuildings and many other modern conveniences, together with a good orchard and
:i

1

line -rove.

attractive
value.

All this renclers his place very

and

has

increased

largely

The Rife home

is

its

pleasantly situated

one mile east of Mitchell and thus the
advantages of town life are easily secured.
In 1N72 Mr. Rife was joined in wedlock
to Miss Matilda J. Connor, who was born
in Iowa. February 26, 1850, and is a lady of
culture and intelligence.
Her father was'
Judge W. B. Connor, a distinguished citizen of Rice county.
Their union has been
blessed with eleven children, namely Berton L., born August 17, 1873; Denva A.,
born August 5. 1874; Ashy, who was born
January 7, 1876, and is the wife of P. P.
Martina; Mary G.. born April 10. 1879;
Ruth, born Mav 10. 1880; Lvdia. born February 17. 1882 Carl P.. born April 8, 1883;
Martha A., born April 2, 1885 William M.,
born July 24, 1888; Joseph B., born Septem:

;

;
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ber 24, 1891; and

Harvey

occurred March 15, [894.

II..

whose

birth

All of the chil

living,—a remarkable record.
The parents are devoted members of the
church,
at Mitchell, and Mr. Rife
st
has served as trustee, -toward and treasurer
yet

now a member of the
superintendent of the
a leading and influmber of the organization. He also
In
to the Alliance Aid Society.
he is pleasant and genial and is
lie
popular with a large circle of friends,
the Reform party politically, and
called upon to serve in several loAlthough lie has undergone the
cal offices.
hardships and trials of pioneer life here,
he is now in comfortable circumstances.
having won a competence through honest
and indefatigable purpose.

He

urch.

trustees,

Sunday-school and

is

is

is

.

the

I
1
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hristian church, of

(

which she was a

member. Our subject was thus
an orphan at the earlj
urteen
e oi
years and was reared by an uncle. Andrew
Meed-, a prominent and well-to-do farmer
and breeder of tine sheep, residing in Licking county, Ohio.
this reMr. heed-.
view, spent his youth upon the farm, but
was provided with the educational privileges .in'' rded by the schools of Centerville,
After attaining man's estate he reOhio.
solved to seek a home in the west, believing
o

nsistenl

left

.1

fi

1

E

better
opportunities
were affi rded
in the portions of countr.) which
were not so thickly settled and where competition in consequence was not so great.

that

young men

Accordingly, in 1880, he came to Rice
county. Kansas, locating in Allegan, where
he entered into business a- a partner in the
store of I Jays & Arthur.
For six years
he carried on mercantile pursuits their, af-

which he came to Lyons and embarked
in the hardware business, conducting a store
whose patronage steadily increased, returning to the owner a g
income,
lie was
also interested in the banking busim
stockholder in the Bank of Lyons, being as-

ter

J.

L.

DEEDS.

1

The

essential qualifications of success in

are found manifest in the active
Mr. Deeds, who is now engaged
conducting real-estate transactions in
Lyons. He is a well-known, intelligent and
respected citizen of Rice county,
where he has made his home for twenty-one
aving come to this section of the
busi

-

'

in

1

known and prominent

families

His parents
were Isaac and Mary J. (Bryan) Deeds.
The father was born in Pennsylvania and
ended from Holland ancestors, who
n
in the Keystone state at an early
His wife was
devel pment.
m, reared and educated in Pennsylvania and was of Scotch-Irish lineage. They
became the parents of two sons and four
-.
d
.
The father followed farming as
ton. and died at the age of

of that portion of the state.

•

'

-

-

forty-eight

away

at

years,

this enterprise

with E. Deupree,
At the
Joseph Slatten.
present time Mr. Deeds dev< tes th

Joseph

in

Webb and

part of his attention to the

ness and has conducted
estate transacti* ns.

s<

me

1

important real-

I

formed concerning the value of properties

880.

Mr. Deeds was horn in Greene county,
Pennsylvania, in the city of Waynesburg,
853, and is a representative of one
of the well

sociated

while

his

wife passed

the age of thirty-six, in the faith

in this portion of the

country, and

the avenues of his business has done not a
to improve the city ami pronn
upbuilding of Lyons and the sun

little

te

the

districts.

In 1879 Mr.
riage to Miss Mary
1

!

1898,

Helen.

n marMurphy, who died in
children.
Edwin and
:

J.

—

leaving two
On the 10th of October. 1900, he
married, his second union being
11

with Shurley Woodson, of Hutchinson,
She was reared and chKansas.
ile time prior to her
marriage was a successful teacher. In his
views Mr. Deeds is a stalwart Republican, and both he and his wife arc raemthe Christian church, in which he
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The cause
filled the office of trustee.
of education, temperance and morality find
interested
is
deeply
he
friend,
and
in him a
in everything pertaining to the uplifting of

trict

has

in

the legislature, and at the general

in the following fall he was
he discharge the duof that important position that he was
a third time elected a representative, his last
election being in 1873.
In 1873 Mr. Hutchinson organized the
first bank in this thriving little city, which

election held

re-elected, so well did

ties

his fellow men and the improvement of the
He is highly recounty, state and nation.
spected by all with whom he is associated
by reason of his sterling worth and fidelity
to principle, and in business circles he bears

successfully for many years.
1872, a union meeting house

was carried on
In August,

an unassailable reputation.

was decided upon for the use of all religious
dem miinations, and the movement was startC. C.

ed by our subject, gving one hundred dolIn 1876 the growth
lars and five town lots.
of the city warranted the establishment of

HUTCHINSON.

Among the well known and highly respected citizens of Reno county who have
borne an important part in the development
of his locality

C. C. Hutchinson,

whose

the pioneers who
to this section of the country in the
of 1871. He is the founder of the town

name
came
fall

is

a system of water power, and Mr. Hutchinson was instrumental in organizing the
Water Power Company of Hutchinthe purpose of constructing a mill race and
Under his auspices the
operating a mill.

is

enrolled

among

Hutchinson, which was named in his
honor, and has ever been an important factor in its progress and advancement.
After his arrival in the Sunflower state
Mr. Hutchinson spent some time in looking for a location, finally deciding upon the
present site of Hutchinson, and in October,
1S71. the city was laid out and received its
owner's name.
About the middle of the

race

miles

of

same month

was

a buildiner

erected,

;

to this city in

December.

t

f<

air

was

Such is the biography of one erf the
most successful men of Reno county. He

place in the history of the men of business and enterprise in the great west whose
force of character, sterling integrity, control of circumstances and whose marked suca

which

18-71,

1

indeed deserves mention among its leading
and representative citizens, and should find

in establishing great industries have
contributed in such an eminent degree to
the solidity and progress of the entire

cess

served as a postoffice, grocery and boarding
house.
Mr. A. H. Williams established the
third building here, which was brought from

Newton

was constructed to a distance
and a large, four-story mill

erected.

country.

and

wife was the first lady to locate here
Mr. Hutchinson presented her with a town
lot.
From the time erf its inception the town
has had a rapid and healthful growth, and
Mr. Hutchinson's office so. n presented a
busy appearance.
He made a map of the
county, and his prognostication as to the
as his

cation of railroads and ther improvements
In 1872,
have been wonderfully fulfilled.
upon the advent of the Santa Fe Ralroad,
buildings went up rapidly, and in January
and February of that year it was decided
In
e the county seat at this place.
that year, also, at a special electii n, Mr.
was
represent
elected
to
his
disHutchinson
!

WILLIAM

O.

ELLIOTT.

Taking advantage of the splendid opportunities and resources which nature has

1

1

provided for the agriculturist in central
Kansas, William Q. Elliott is now
fully carrying on fanning in Rice county.
lie was born in Wayne county, Indiana,
His grandfather,
February- 19.
1837.
Exuni Elliott, emigrated to Wayne county,
Indiana, from North Carolina, in the year
1S15. becoming one of the pioneers who
settled in the midst of the dense forest,
there aiding in reclaiming the wild land for

^

^
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He wedded Cath

of civilizaton.

].ur|" ses

Lamb,

Guilford county, North Carreared twelve children,
olina,
eighl -"n- and four daughters, all of whom
reached mature years, were married anil
f
their own with the excephad children
tion
f
one daughter, who remained with
her parents for a long period ami was marerine

>

and

f

thej

i

i

advanced years.

ried in

All have

now
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the National cemetery in the western I..
The living members of the family

ritory.

Hannah, the

William Q.;

are

widow of
Kansas; PerUnci- Miller, of Wayne
county; Elton B., a lumber dealer of Indianapolis, Indiana; and Sarah E., the wife
of Marion I'.arr. of Sterling, Kai
Isaiah

mjelia, the

widow

William

re-

of

Sleeper,

Baldwin,

f

(

Elliott, of this review,

(J.

was

moved trim

educated

widely
grandfather died
and was laid to

father of our subject, was also in
lie was horn in North Can lina,

monthly meeting school at West Grove, under Jeremiah Griffin.
He was reared to
farm life and taught school for live winters, teaching his first term before he was
seventeen years of age.
lie remained at
home and cared for his invalid father, whi

28, [813, and was only two years
his parents he went to
county. Indiana, there spending his

suffered for three years with sciatica
H<
was a large muscular man. six feet and two
inches in height and was an industrious and

Indiana, the family becoming
scattered over the country.
The

etery

Westgrove,

at

Elliott,

terred.

at

rest

the age of eighty-six
in the Friends' cemIndiana, where Mark

December

when with

of age

Wayne

remaining

days,

lie

worth,

who was

born

island

of

wedded
in

two hundred

Mary

Ha-

Tennessee, on an
acres,

which was

owned and occupied by her father, Joel
Haworth. He afterward removed to Union
Indiana, and purchased a large
government land, for which he paid
a dollar and a quarter per acre in gold.
The value of this rapidly increased and he
became wealth)-.
Of his large family of
children Mr. Elliott was the eldest.
She
died in Sterling February 23, 1902, aged
eighty-eight years, two months and twenty-one day-.
She gave her hand in marriage to Mark Elliott on the _>_>d of August, 1835, m Union county. Indiana, the
marriage being celebrated after the man-

county.
tract

1

f

ner of the Society of Friends, both being

She

died in
f

(

daughters.
The youngest child.
Indiana.
in
D., died of diphtheria

life,

final

riends

the oldesl of thirteen children, eight
five daughters, all of whom are

Wayne

county,

when

[er mi ther

I

past the prime

and the father was called

rest six years

of age.
He was
Hi- estate, valued

when

later,

to

his

sixty years

large, corpulent man.
at two hundred and fifty
usand dollars and acquired through agpursuits and pork-packing, was
ricultural
; ,

t'n-

left

tic

age of eight years. Joel H. was with
General Custer and was killed by the Indians in November, 1868, the troops being
attacked by Chief Black Kettle's band. He
was a major of the Seventh Cavalry in the
regular army and he and his sixteen men
were ambushed and butchered by the savages.
His body was left on the gn
two weeks, but was afterward buried in

is

living and have large families.

a

Lewis

1

sons and

where Mr. Elliott died in 1858. leaving a
widow and seven children, four sons and

at the

his native state, in the

prudent farmer, having been worth about
(in the 4th of Febten tin usand dollars,
ruary, 1858, our subject was joined in wedlock to Rebecca Jane Jackson, who was born
Indiana,
in Wayne county,
in
January,
1838, a daughter of Joseph W. Jackson,
the wealthiest farmer of the community.

members of that religious sect. They took
up their abode in Wayne county. Indiana,

three

in

among

to be divided

Mr. and Mrs.

Elliott

his children.

began their domes-

•

life in Vermillion county. [Him is. renthir sul
ing the Mel >onald farm.
very successful agriculturist
ars, at the end ii which time he reji

(

its

his

1

management,

his father

brother being

in

remained until the
came to Kansas and

having died and

the army.

fall

of

1873,

He

there

when he

homestead claim
of eighty acres of land, on which his house
In March. 1S74. he came
is now standing.
to the village of Peace, which was later
changed to Sterling, and took up his
there, where the family resided until July
filed a
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I,
1875, then coming to the homestead,
a house and barn had been erected.
Subsequently he made purchases of railroad
and school lands and took a timber claim,
thus adding to his possessions until he
owned thirty-three hundred acres. In 1880
he opened a private bank in Sterling and
followed the banking business for seven
years, conducting the Rice County Bank, a
private institution, but in October, 1887, he
made an assignment, having been made the
victim of some designing persons. He was
too kind and confiding and he lost heavily.
However, he has largely retrieved his lost
possessions and he now owns three hundred
acres of valuable land, having a very large
barn on the property and another upon
rented land which he formerly owned, the
He
barns have been constructed by him.
has made a specialty of the breeding and
raising of horses and mules and also raises
about one hundred and seventy head of
hogs each year. He secured his large tract

three children: Lincoln Lloyd, of Pratt
county, Kansas, who has a wife and four
children; Sylvester J., who is now in Colorado, having been honorably discharged

where

from the regular army after five year-' service; William Quincy, of Oregon, who is
married and has five children Clark-'
Taber, an agriculturist of Oklahoma, who is
married and has four children; Caleb B., a
merchant at Delta, Colorado, where he is
widely recognized as a thrifty business

;

Mexico.
Mr. Elliott has been a life-long Republican from the time when he took an active
part in the Fremont campaign.
His first
vote,
however, was not cast until i860,
when he supported Lincoln. In religion he
is a Friend and is known throughout Kansas a- one of the leading and active members of that denomination.
He has taken
an active part in advancing the agricultural
and horticultural interests of the state, and
his labors have been most effective in this
He is a man strictly honorable in
work.
all life's relations, and though he has met
with many misfortunes in his business he
has always retained the confidence of his
fellow men.
He is now a prosperous
farmer, honored and respected for his in-

when it was in its primitive conand the trees which constitute his
groves and the cottonwood, which shade
dition,

the long avenues, together with catalpas
and black walnut trees, were all planted
by him. the first being set-out in 1876. His
orchard of twenty acres was
fine apple
planted in 1878, and he has five acres of
In 1882 he sold peaches
peaches.
seedling
to the value of one thousand dollars, reAll
ceiving about two dollars per bushel.
these went to one merchant. R. J. Shay. He

of

evergreen trees,

!

tegrity of character

where at one time he intended to build.
Mr. Elliott and his wife have buried
three children, two of whom died in early
while Charles Sumner passed
Sterling and was laid to rest in

life in Illinois,

away

in

the Cottomvoi d
Elliott

Tark Cemetery, which Mr.

personally

established

in

1875.

Mark H. a
Their living children are:
farmer of Reno county, who has a wife
vu Joseph W., who follows
".ear the old homestead
agricultv
and has a wife and three children: Cashius
?ton, Xew Mexico, who
M. C.
has a wife and seven children; Selena Margerv, the wife of Albert Snook, who is livne farm and by whom she has
I

:

man

Laban Moody, who is the foreman on his
father's farm and has a wife and two children Stanley P., a young man of twentyone years, and also married and living with
his parents; and Chester Garfield, who is
nineteen years of age and is now in Xew

of land

e

11

;

JOSEPH

and

F.

sterling;

worth.

DUNN.

Joseph F. Dunn, who, prior to his death.
was the only attorney of Ellinwood, was born
at Bland Court House, Virginia, in 1872,
and was a son of Joseph F. Dunn, a carpenter.
Reared and educated in the state of
his nativity, he there remained until 1894,
when lie came to Ellinwood and engaged in
clerking in his uncle's dry goods store. He
Before
also did a life insurance business:
leaving his native city he had taken up the
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study of law under the directl n of R. M.
French, and after coming to Kansas lulu- reading.
Lea\ ing his uncle's
subsequently entered the Kansas

Law

School, and was graduated in the
Being admitted to the bar
[898.
the same year he then began practice and
met with creditable success as a representative of the legal fraternity, his clientage
City

in volume and imporHis knowledge was broad and com;e and he prepared his cases with
great thoroughness, so that he was enabled

me

of

1339

Pennsylvania and wa
itizens of the

Keystone

state,

lie

Pennsylvania and in
majority wedded .\li-s
Stohl, \\1im \\a- bom in
Wayne county,
Ohio, and represented an "Id Pennsylvania
reared

tvas

ifter

in

(

They became

family.

children, of

whom

the

ly:

tance.

wdio

is

parents

now

six are

Mrs. Catherine Burger,

constantly increasing

l

attaining his

f

1

<

Knox

ten

name-

Henry,
Mrs. Ma-

>lu<

also living in that -tale;

linda Wise, of

of

living,

county, Ohi<

;

-

W
of this review; Anthony, who makes
In- arguments and position by' his home in Harper county, Kansas; and
rt
William, who is living in Km... county,
and sound logic. His entire time
Three of the family died in early
Ohio.
and attention was devoted to hi- chosen calland Lovina passed away when
ing, and lie had a tine library in hi
a young lady.
The mother dii d
which was situated in the postoffice block,
of sixty-five years and the father reached
as identified with the Al isonic
fraternity and the Modern
Woodmen of the very advanced age of eighty-four years.
He gave his pi litical support
America. Mr. Dunn was called to hi- final
mocracy, and both he and his wife were
res; when a young man. and being energetic.
members of the Lutheran church earnest
ambitious and enterprising, he would, no
Christian people, who enjoyed the
doubt, have won for himself a very promconfidence and good-will of all with whom
inent and honorable position in the profesthey were associated.
having already attained a success
sion,
In his early boyhi od George \\
which many an older practitioner might
>rd to. >k hi- place in the fuwell envy. In social circles he was popular,
tile work ui plowing, planting and harvestth widely and favorably known in
ing. Lessons of industi
ity were
Kllinwood.
early instilled into his mind, and thus the
foundation for an u;
cter was
laid.
His literary training
GEORGE W. WOHLFORD.
..

-

the law

I.

<

—
.

fi

in the public schools of

George W. Wohlford is a retired farmer
living in Lyons.
Through years of active

young men when they

connection

mate

won

enables

him
-

agricultural

to rest

life

He

he

interests

competence that

now

from the more ardu<

ais

and enjoy the comforts

numbered among the highre-pected citizens of Rice county, where

mer
ly

with

a very desirable

toil.

is

he has made his home for seventeen years,
having located within its borders in 1884,
at which time he took up his abode in Atvnship.

Mr. Wohlford is a native of Ohio, his
birth having occurred in Knox county, near
Mt. Vernon, on the 1st of August, 1850,
and he is a son of George and Priscilla
The father was a na(Sto'til) Wohlford.

As

Ohio.

usual with

start out in life for

themselves he sought a companion and helpfor the journey through life, and on
the 17th of April. [873, was united in marriage to Miss Lavina Daub, win
in Knox county, Ohio, a daug
Daub, whose birth occurred in Germany, in
181 1. and he was of German lineage.
In an
early day he removed to Pennsylvania, and
there married Miss Mary Burt, also a naiermany. her girlfo
1

ever, being partly passed

Pennsylvania.

in

She died at the age of fifty-*
Mr. Daub departed this life in Knoj
i

Ohio, when seventy-six years
his business career he carried
on agricultural pursuits and was an indus-

Throughout
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man

trious

sterling worth.

of

was

In his re-

Lutheran and in poMr. and Mrs.
litical belief was a Democrat.
Daub had a family of ten children, namely:
Elizabeth, deceased
Mrs. Catherine Hazlett. of Knox county. Ohio: John, who died
Mrs. Margaret Spearman, a
in that c< unty
ligious views he

a

;

;

Knox

county: Mrs. Mary Tilton,
same county: Airs. Sarah Ferguson, of Rice county. Kansas:
George and Fred, who make their home in
Knox county: and Mrs. Amanda Ferenbaugh. now deceased.
Mr. and Mrs. Wohlford began their domestic life in the Buckeye state and retained their residence in Knox county until
1884. when they came to Kansas,
eating
on a tract of land of one hundred and sixty
acres, which he still owns.
In his farming
operations he was very successful, and as
his financial resources increased he added
to his property until he now owns four
hundred acres of valuable land. His farm
is improved with two good residences, two
barns, feed lots, windmills and even- accessory found upon a model farm.
There is
an attractive grove, good meadow and pasture lands and rich fields of grain.
For
some time Mr. Wohlford was successfully
engaged in the raising or stock, making a
specialty of cattle and horses.
In 1898,
however, he put aside the busy cares of the
farm and removed to Lyons, where he is
resident of

who

is

living in the

HIS TOR 1 \

teen months, and

age of

Ada

months.

Pearl,

who

died at the

The former was

the
the latter the seventh in order of birth.
In his political affiliations Mr. Wohlford
five

fifth,

was formerly a Democrat, but is now idenwith the People's party, and takes a
deep interest in its success.
They occupy
a pleasant residence in Lyons, and are surrounded by many warm friends, who esteem them for their many excellencies of
character.
His career has been an active
and useful one, and demonstrates the power
of determined industry when conquering fate
tified

and winning fortune.

"

li

_

now living in quiet retirement.
The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Wohlford was blessed with ten children:

who

Fred,

now twenty-seven

years of age, marWiggins, by whom he has two children, and resides upon the old homestead
farm: John, twenty-four year- of age, is
also living on the farm: George, a young

ried

is

May

man of twenty-three, is a resident f Col rado: Lewis twenty-one years of age makes
his In. me in Rice county: Roy and Gloiicester,
aged eighteen and thirteen years.
are with
their parents:
Katoura 'May.
1

who

is

eleven

years

of

age.

is

particu-

advanced in her musical studies:
and Grace, eight years of age, completes the
family.
They
children: Flolla, win. died at the age of sevenlarly well

MILLARD

F.

CASTO.

Millard F. Casto. who has become recognized as one of the leading stockmen and
farmers of Mingona township. Barber county, was born in Calhoun county. West Virginia, December 8, i860.
His father. Manly C. Casto, was born in Lewis county. West
Virginia, and was a son of Isaac Cast", who
was born in Upshur county. West Virginia,
his parents having emigrated to America
from Scotland, locating in the south. He
spent the greater part of his life in West
Virginia, living for many years in his native county, where he was knawtn
extensive and prosperous farmer.
His last
yeans, however, were passed in Braxton
county. West Virginia, where he died at an
advanced age.
His wife, who bore the
maiden name of Dorcas Cutwright,
away some years previously. This worthy couple were the parents of ten children,
but only two are now living:
Luther, a
farmer of Braxton county. West Virginia;
and Asel, who also carries on farming, living in Lewis county. West Virginia.
Manly C. Casto, the father of our subject, was reared on a farm in Lewis county,
West Virginia, and in later years removed
to Calhoun county, where he became the

owner of a farm of one hundred acre-, upon
which he remained until the breaking out
of the Civil war. when, true

to hi.- loved
southland, he enlisted in the Confederate ar-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY
His term of service was short, howwas captured, contracted pleurisy and died in prison at Pittsburg, PennsylIn
Lewis county he had married
vania.
Ruhama Yoke, a native of that county, and
Mc\
a daughter of John \\ and Man
nej Yoke. Her father was horn and reared
in Virginia and was of German line
ler mother, also a native
D minion, was of [rish descent. Mr. Yoke
red farming and was also a minister i
the Methodist Episcopal church, highly respected for his genuine worth and upright
He died about a half-century ago,
life.
while his wife survived him until iNs.
ing away at a very advanced age.
In their

home

my.

to

ever, for he

in

family were three children':
John, a farof Gilmer county, West Virginia; S

three hundred and sixteen acres, upon
which he now resides.
This was partially
impn ed. a p frtii m ><\ the land having been
placed under cultivation, while some of it
had been fenced,
here was also a small gypsum house upon the place.
hir sul
chief!) engaged in stock-raising, and is nowone of the best known stock dealers of this
portii n of the state.
In [898 he purchased
an additional tract of thirty-eight hundred
and forty acres to be Used for pasturage
purposes, for his herd had greatly increased.
The ranch lies in Elm Mills and Mingona
townships and is well watered. It is all under fence and is a valuabh tract.
Mr. Cas-

.

i

i

,.

mer

mon

merchant of Morgantown, West
and Ruhama. the m< ther of our
re-ides with him, and who
sixty-one years of age at the time of this
<i..

a

ia;

who

.

is

The

writing.

subject of this review

is

the

two children, his sister hi ing Mrs.
Hindzman, whose husband i- a farWest Virginia.
Millard F. Casto was but an infant when
father died, and was reared upon the

elder of

Julia

mer
his

^f Glenville,

farm belonging to his grandfather Yoke, in
Lewis county, his mother having returned
the paternal home after her husband's
death.
There Mr. Casto remained until
to

ears
f age.
He received but limeducational advantages, but his train;

ited

farm work was tint meagre. At the
age of eighteen he began working as a farm
hand in the neighborhood, and the following
year he went to Lincoln, Nebraska, where
he secured employment near the city. Subsequently he took up his abode in Randolph
county, Indiana, where he engaged in farming until 1884. when he came to Kansas
and secured a claim in Comanche county,
upon which he resided for nine years. That
was a period of hard labor and close ec
my, for he had but limited means when hearrived in the Sunflower state.
However.
ing

at

when he disposed
was the owner of

of his property t'^ere he

and well improved place and a herd of two hundred
head of cattle. These, however, lie brought
a valuable

Barber count) ami established his

Mingona township, where

he rented land.

lie then

for a short

time
bought the farm

of

>\

I

<

j

to has

increased his herd

to

about

eight

hundred head, mostly of a high grade of
Shorthorns and Herefords. To supply feed
for this large

number

of cattle he cultivates

over three hundred acres of land.
Upon
home place he has made many excellent
improvements, so that the farm is a very desirable property.
In 1895 he erected a comfortable residence, built a g od barn, twentyeight by forty feet, and in 1899 he erected
a shed fifty feet long.
Mr. Casto was married in M
township. September jo. [895,
Fli rence
Teagle. who was born in Wayne county.
Indiana, a daughter of Eli and Martha
(Williams) Teagle, who likewise v..
his

t

in

that

merly

came

to

settling

Her

state.

merchant

a

father,

of

1'.

who was

rtland.

for-

Indiana.

Barber county, Kansas, in 1885.
Valley township, near Isabel.

in

where he pre-empted land, bul
came to Mingona township, where
:k

business.

Den* crat,
lie and his wife are members of tin
of Friends.
Unto them have bcc:i
politics

he

is

In

a stanch

:

children, of whom seven are yet living.
resident
namely:
Allen, a
of Taci ma,

on. and a bookkeeper for
company; Clayton, who is ea

ber

lum-

a

Los Angeles. California;
Charles, a merchant of Johannesburg,
fornia; Minnie, who is the wife of Mr. Kins-

in

a

store

in

I
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Florence, now
of Portland. Indiana
Mrs. Casto; Edward, a stockman in Ming'ona township
and Lelah. the wife of C.
L. Yoke, a stockman of Lake city. Kansas.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Casto has been
blessed with the following children: Millard Vere, Ruhama Martha and Helen.
In politics Mr. Casto is a Democrat and
has frequently been sent as a delegate to
party conventions.
His popularity is indicated by the fact that his fellow townsmen have several times chosen him for office, but he has no political aspirations, preley.

principles represented by the administration

:

at

Washington.

who

He

married Barbara Shus-

was born and reared in Ohio,
1885 the family came to the Sunflower state, settling in Rice county.
Here
Mr. Shumway is not only recognized as an

hor,

:

and

also

in

enterprising-

agriculturist but is also accounted one of the leading and influential
supporters of the Republican party.
He
and his family are all members of the Methodist Episcopal church, taking an active part
in its work, and have done much for the upbuilding of the cause of Christianitv in this

ferring to give his attention to his business
Socially he is connected with the
cam]) of Modern Woodmen at Medicine

portion of the state.

affairs.

way have had nine children, six sons and
three daughters, the record being as fol-

Lodge, and is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal church of that place. He is widely and favorably known throughout Barber county as one of its best and most sub-

lows:
ot the

Mr. and

Mrs'.

Shum-

John W., who is assistant cashier
Wabash Railroad Company, and re-

sides in Council Bluffs. Iowa; Luella Margaret, Henry L., Charles Cvrus, Ed Alvah,

Bertha Lorena. Hettie May,

stantial citizens.

Thomas Clay

and James Milton.

Henry

HEXRY
The

futility

L.

of

constantly manifest
and is seen in the
ninety-five per cent,
business life.
The

effort

is

He began his education in his napursuing his studies through the
winter season, and later continued his study
of the branches of English learning in the
schools of Kansas.
He was married Defields.

the business world
record and failure of
of the men who enter
cause of this is unin

tive state,

doubtedly found in the fact that industry
is not wanting-, but that it is not well directed.
Keen business discernment is a very
important factor in winning prosperity, and
as this
of

is

numbered anion? the

Grundy

characteris-

Shumwav
place among

Ohio has furnished many

of the leading

citizens of Rice county, including

wav.

cember 22, 1892, to Emma Dell Colwell,
who was born November 14, 1869, in

Mr.

he has gained for
himself a
the prosperous farmers of the community in which he now
makes his home and which has been his
place of abode since 1885.
tics

who was born

Mr. Shum-

Scioto county, Ohio,
where he was reared upon a farm, while
during- the period of his boyhood and youth
he attended the public schools and gained
a
go '1 education.
When the trouble between the north and the south precipitated
the country into civil war he joined theUnion
army and loyally aided in protecting the
in

Shumway

spent the first sixteen years of his life on the family homestead in Ohio, and the period of his youth
was one of business activity, for he was
early trained to the work of 'cultivating the

SHUMWAY.
undisciplined

L.

1

county,

Illinois,

near the city of

Mon-is.
Her father, Parvis T. Colwell,
was born near Wheeling, West Virginia,
and died in 1888, at the age of thirty-nine

widow and seven children,
namely
Emma D., the wife of our subject and Eva Luella, Lettie May, Alfred
Pool, Joseph E., Carl and Sarah L.
The
mother of this family is now a resident of
the state of Washington and is a highly estimable lady, holding membership in the
The marMethodist Episcopal church.
riage of Mr. and Mrs. Shumway has been
years, leaving a
:

i

blessed with four children:

Carrie Chris-

Bessie Gertrude. Floyd William and
Luella Maud.
In 1897 Mr. Shumway purchased liis present farm, of A. P. Martin.
tina,

BlOGR.irillC.il.

comprises two hundred and forty acres
lie soil is very productive
land.
and yields to him good harvests. All modIt

of rich

1

arc
improvements and
accessories
found upon hi-- place, and the propert) is
and convenient!) located.
His
nd enterprise are such as insure
success, and he has alread) gained a position among the farmers >>i affluence in his
community.
Both he and In- wife hold
membership in the Methodist Episcopal
church, and socially he is connected with the
Ancient Order of United Workmen,
lie
votes with the Republican party and its
principles receive Ids hearty endorsement.
Ik- '.i,i> never been an aspirant for public
office, however, as his business affairs have
claimed the greater part of his attention,
ern

j

perates in ever) measure fur the
go d, for the uplifting of a aiety and
advancement of honorable principles
among his fellow men. and his own life
of industry, integrity and morality has
commanded fur him the confidence and
high regard of the entire community.

HISTORY.

fender

'-i

member

34 3

He

the starry banner.
of

i

ompan)

I

..

i

wen'

Iowa

Volunteer Infantry, and with his
command rendered aluable aid
his country in her time
f
lr able.
Two of his
brothers also were membei
.Mr.
G.
Lingo was identified with the
i<

\

i

i

>emocratic party at the
war. but in [864 he cast his
of \braham Lincoln.
John C. Lingo, the immediate subject
ot
this review, was born in Washington
count)
Iowa, on the 6th
April. [859,
hut when he was eight years
age his parI

i

i

1

.

:

1

ent-

die place of hi- birth audi removed
to another point in Iowa, where they made
left

home for the following >ix years.
From that time until his seventeei
iie made his home with his mother in Rivtheir

Iowa, and then, in 1X77, he
with the early settlers of Jewell
county. Kansas, where he has evi
made, his hi me.
hi his arrival in this
state he purchased one hundred and sixty
.ares
one mile and a half
f land,

general

erside,

for the

his

lot

<

i

Mankato, remaining there until 1SS4. in
which year he came to
which
now resides, his farm
hundred and sixty acres of rich
uable land.
As a man of business he is
practical and progressive, making
cess of nearly everything which he undertakes, and in the locality whii
11

he

JOHX
One

the

of

C.

LINGO.

early residents of Jewell

county. Kansas, is John C. Lingo, who for
m/any yea
een actively associated
witi agricultural interests in this locality.
-

During

his residence in the Sunflower state
one has been more thoroughly interested in everything which pertains to the
f
the community in which he
dwells: his life has been strictly honorable
ami just, being in accord with the highest

been his home he is recognized as
foremost agriculturist- of the county.

On

no

human

of

principles

times he has end
with whom he has

Henry

J.

in

conduct, and at all
to those
I

come

in coin

Lingo, the father of John C,
Ohio, hut in an early day he
that state to Iowa, where

fn >m

he was

among

the

first

settlers.

When

the

trouble between the north and the si >uth
threw the country into civil war and men

fnni
call to

all

parts

i

f

tiie

Union answered the

arms. Mr. Lingo nobly put aside all
considerations to become a de-

1

the 9th of April, [88

'

of Mr. Lingo and Miss Anna
The lady was born in Indiana and

marriage
Cole.

a daughter of Charles

also a nale,
In a very early
osier -tate.
day. however, the parents left their Indiana
is

the

I

fi

home and came

to Kansas, and
Cole retired from active lin-

in 10.00

Mr.

ing up his residence in the city of
Tlu-ee children have blessed the marriage

—

our subject and wife.
Ch
William E. and one who died at tl
Mrthirteen months.
and active church member and

of

worthy

many excellent characterMr. Lingo gives an unfaltering
support to the principles of the Republican.

respected for her
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and his first presidential vote was
StraightforJames A. Garfield.
his business dealings and loyal

party,

for

cast

ward

in all

commands

to the duties of citizenship, he

and confidence of his fellow
and at all times he is a generous
friend and warml advocate of those who
are battling for the right, and of those
principles and policies which make for the

the

respect

men

public good.

.

WILLIAM CAMPBELL.
Among

the well

known and

highly re-

spected citizens of Rice county who have
borne an important part in the develop-

ment of the state is William Campbell,
whose name is enrolled among' the pioneers
Through
of this section of the country.
his own exertions he has attained an honorable position among the representative
men of the west, and with signal consistency it may be said that he is the architect
He is the father of
of his own fortune.
the first male child born in Rice county,

and nobly has he performed

his share in

the task of reclaiming wild lands for purposes of civilization and in making this section of the state the beautiful spot that it

now

is.

Mr.

Campbell

was born

in

Greenup

county, Kentucky, August 16, 1847. a son
(Thompson)
and Catherine
of
Willis
Campbell, both natives of Adams county,
The
Ohio, where they were married.
Soon
Campbells are of Scotch descent.
removed
to
after his marriage the father

Kentucky, where he was employed
iron furnace and at other public

in

an

works

for

many

years.
His death occurred in 1884,
and he was survived by his widow' for only
two years, her death occurring at the same
place in 1886.
She was a consistent and
worthy member of the Methodist church.
This worthy couple were the parents of
five children, namely
James, who served
:

in the federal army during the Civil war,
having been lieutenant of his company, and
resides at Cape Girardeau, Mishe m w
souri
Mary, who became Mrs. Griffith;
Russell, a resident of Kentucky: William,
:

the subject of this review;

and

Willis, of

Ohio.
c

William Campbell remained under the

parental roof until sixteen years of age. At
that early age his patriotic spirit was

aroused and he donned the blue as a defender of the stars and stripes.
July 16,
1863. he became a member of Company
D, Fortieth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry,
and was consigned to the Armiy of the Tennessee, under the command of General
Hudson. He took part in many skirmishes
and went on many long, hard marches.
During his service he received a wound in
the arm, being struck by a minie ball, and
he was confined in a hospital for six weeks.
As soon as able he rejoined his command,
and on the expiration of his first term of
service he veteranized and remained in the
service of his country until the close of hostilities.
From exposure and hardships he
contracted typhoid fever, and was confined
in a hospital at Lexington. Kentucky, at
the time of Lee's surrender, at which place
he received an honorable discharge.
He
returned to his home with an honorable
military record, but for a time was unable
to perform manual labor.
After regaining
his health and strength he went to Meigs
county. Ohio, where he remained until
The year 1871 witnessed his arrival
1869.
in Kansas and he secured a homesttad claim
on section 2, Center township. Rice county, but the following year abandoned the
claim and located another in Lincoln township, where he resided until April 1, 1902,
when he moved to Chase. At that time
wild animals were numerous in this section
of the state, roaming at will over the vast
prairies, and the huntsman could keep his
table abundantly supplied with wild game.
Mr. Campbell endured all the hardships and
difficulties incident to life upon the western
frontier, but by unfaltering energy and persistent purpose he has prospered in his undertakings and has lived to witness the
wonderful transformation which has taken
place, the wild lands being transformed into
fields of waving grain and the country is
now inhabited by a prosperous and conIn 1874 the grasshoppers
tented people.
destroyed all vegetation upon the place and

~)frvi/£^ConS~^
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met

with other reverses, bul he
good crops and his efforts
have been attended with a high degree oi
He has made farming his life oc
success.
he

has

usually harvests

eupation and he is now accounted one of
the leading agriculturists of his locality.
So. >n after locating in Rice county he erected a -',1 house, which was his place of
abode fi r six years, and he then erected a
small frame building.
He has added to his
residence until he now has a large and wellbuilt dwelling', and he also owns a good
residence property in Chase, where he now
lives.
His farm property is located four
and a half miles northeast of Chase, and
there he has a fine apple orchard, beautiful

gn u-

and

substantial

buildings.

The

hardships endured during his army service
and upi n the frontier have brought on
rheumatism and for the past several years
he has been confined in the house much of
his time, hut he hears his afflictions with
Christian fortitude and with cheerfulness.
Mr. Campbell was married in Meigs
county. Ohio, in [869, to Mis. Sarah E.
Cornwall, who was born in that county
January 3, 1844, :1 daughter of Goldsmith
and Cynthia (Cook) Cornwall, natives of
Ohio. The father was a school and music
teacher for many years, and also followed
farming.
His wife died in 1853, ;mi1 was
survived by her husband until 1891, when

dained minister, and he has labored untiringlj
ami with excellent results in the
spreading of the gospel among his fellow
In [896 he went 1.1
mien.
Hdahoma, where
he remained for three years, during which
time he conducted divine services and made
many conversions, bringing many sinners
(

to realize their condition
in

the

right

was

home beyond,
both dying in Ohio. He was a member of
the Universalist church and she held memt<

o.

bership

in

called

the

to

the

Methodist church.

Their

was hlessed with five children: Marwho became Mrs. Rintoul; John;
George; Sarah E.. the wife of our subject:
and James. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Campbell
have been horn eight children, namely:
Charles L.. who was the first male child
born in Rice county, and who died when
only one year old: Mattie. who is at home;
Nineveh, now Mrs. G. Buzzo; Cora, also
at h< mie and Frank, now engaged in farming on the old homestead: Ancil C. Lucius
II. and David R.. at home.
The parents
and four of their children are members of
the Metln dist church.
1S74
In
Mr. Campbell hecame a member of that denomination, in which he afterward hecame an orunii

11

tha,

:

One

path.

memorable than

and starting them
conversion

more

was thai of an
old gentleman seventy-six years of age who
called himself a moralist and who after his
mos-1 others

conversion was pleased to know that he had
found the true way.
Since his return to
Kansas Mr. Campbell has ,, reach.
sionally.
His path has ever been upward.
both in a spiritual and temporal sense.
As
this review shows he is distinctively a self-

made man,

whom

—one

of

nature's

noblemen,

no force of circumstances could pros-

draw into obscurity.
Hi's friends
are many and he is honored and respected
by all who know him.
trate or

HEXRY
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P.

DIAMOND.

Loyal American citizens never weary
of hearing praises of the brave soldier boys
whose valor saved the Union at the time
of its greatest peril
saved this fair country
which has steadily advanced from that time

—

to

the

present,

until

it

now

ranks

among

powers of the earth. We are
proud of our beautiful native land,
but it is well for us to pause sometimes in
of our prosperity
midst
the
and progress and seriously consider what
our present position has cost.
The republic camte into existence through the throes
the

great

justly

war lasting eight years; its exwas perpetuated through the sacrifice of thousands upon thousands of soldiers in the Civil war: and to-day it stands
triumphant, while the starry banner commands respect and homage in every counof a great
istence

try on the face of the globe.

At the time when the south attempted
its allegiance to the national government. Henry I'. Diamond donn
blue as a defender of the Union, and from
to sever

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

1346

the

period of hostilities

first

until

peace

was declared he was ever at the post of
duty,
upon the tented field or on the firing line.
He was numbered among the
soldiers which the Green Mountain state
He was born in Lowell
sent to the front.
county. Vermont, December 17, 1837, his
parents being John and Lucy (Streeterj
Diamond. His father was a native of Dumfriesshire, Scotland, and in early life he
ran away from home and crossed the AtHis life was delantic tn the new world.

—

voted to agricultural pursuits, and eighteen years after his son Henry came to Kansas he arrived in the Sunflower state and
spent his last' days in his son's home, there
passing away at the age of seventy-six.
His wife, a native of the Green Mountain
state, spent her entire life there, fur it was
nut until after her death that Mr. Diamond
came to Kansas. They had seven children,
of

whom

five

are yet living.

Upon the home farm Henry
mond was reared. He is both a
and

cated

a

self-made man.

P.

Dia-

self-edu-

His youth

was a period of toil, when the duties of the
fields and of the farm claimed his entire at-

He

tention.

loved his country, however,

and when the grim monster of war threatened the destruction of the Union he was

among

the

defense,

first

to offer his services in its

Company D, Second
Volunteer Infantry, under CapDillingham, in September,

enlisting in

Vermont

Charles

tain

1861.

He

participated in

all

of the skir-

mishes and battles in which his command
took part, and when the war was over he
was discharged on the field, in the Shenandoah valley. His bravery was unquestioned
and his loyalty was proven in every battle.
When hostilities had ceased he made his
way to the capita! city and was attending
Ford's theater in Washington on the night
that
President Lincoln occupied a box
there and was assassinated by the actor,
Wilkes Booth.
He was acquainted with
the
ctor who set Booth's leg, for in
jumping from the stage his foot caught in
the folds
E the flag draped across the front
tage and the bones of the limb were
fractured.
Mr. Diamond was also in the
barn where Booth was captured.
i'.i

1

Returning to the north, Mr. Diamond
was married, July 21, 1800. and entered
upon what has proved a happy connubial
life.
He wedded Emily Wills, who was
born in Orange county, Vermont, a daughter of Charles and Elizabeth (Burroughs)
Wills.
Her parents were representatives
of old Xew England families, were farming people and spent their entire lives in the
Green Mountain state, where each died

when about
and

Unto Mr.

eighty years of age.

Diamond were born

four chilthe age of
two years and their married daughter died
at the age of thirty-two, leaving one buy.
The living sons are George H. and Fred
Airs.

dren, but they lost

1

ne

si

11

at

good business men. The f< inner
married and has a son, Robert H.
Mr. and Mrs. Diamond continued to

H., both
is

make

their

homes

in

Vermont

until

the

spring if [873, when they came to Jewell
county, Kansas, where they have since resided.
Their first home was a little log
cabin, ten by twelve feet and therein they
1

lived

for

Diamond

several
erected

after

years,

a part of

which Mr.
his

present

home, hauling the lumber for one hundred
and twenty-five miles by wagon and paying
for it sixty dollars per thousand feet. Later
a commodious addition was built and they
now have a very o >mt'< irtable and substantias
residence.
As the years have passed, Mr.
Diamond has added to his property and today he is the owner of one thousand acres,
in Jewell township, his landed estate being
the visible evidence of his enterprise and

his useful career.

The home

is

noted for

warm-hearted hospitality and its good
cheer, a cordial welcome being always exits

tended ti the
In 1900 Mr.

many friends of the
Diamond fitted up a

family.
tourist

of wagons and. accompanied by his
family and his neices. traveled through the
beautiful valleys and over the mountains of

outfit

enjoying a splendid outing.
California,
Mrs. Diamond is a member of the MethoEpiscopal church, but attends the serUnited Brethren church. 'Sir.
his political support to
the Republican party since casting his first
presidential vote for Lino In. and he is
dist

vices of the

Diamond has given

earnest in his ad\< cac]

:

'

'-

principles, but
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extensive

him no time

farming Interests have lefl
even had he so

to seek office,

His career has been marked by
duty in ever) relation of life; h
to determine upon which
side of a question he is arrayed for he is
ever found strong in defense of the course
desired.

to

fidelity

is

lie

never

difficult

believes

inscribed
-

i

he

to

right,

and

his

name

is

high on the roll of the leading
f Jewell ci 'iinty.

Holmwood

The

subject

H.
of

ZIMMERMAN.
this

-ketch,

who

is

a

whom

Aggie

P.. 'William

are living, namely

Tracy H.,
Clayton, Plea-ant (who
married T. C. Reed), and Jennie B. All except Mrs. Reed are still members of their
parents' household.

he removed

in

1884

to hi- present

presidential

farm,

in

nominee of

He

is

his

identified

with the Masonic fraternity, the Independent Order of >dd Fellows, and the Ancient
Order of United Workmen, affiliating with
the respective lodges of these inters at Mankato.
He and his family are communicants
of the Presbyterian church.
In the best sense of the term Mr. Zimmerman is a self-made man. Fr> 111 a small
beginning he has worked his wav gradually
but surely to a representative place in the
community, and he has come to be known
as a man of good judgment in all practical
affairs and as an enterprising, public-spirited citizen who has at heart the best interests of his township, county and state.
<

1

DARIUS
if

C.

HAGGART.

man thoroughly underbelieved whal wise men and

every young
d

philosophers are always pointing out
1

Tactically n<
-•reat

and

—

that

any one

1

persevering

effort

—

multitude of failures in life would be averted
and the world would be a much happier
place than it is to-day.
In
:'

:

In 1880 Mr. Zimmerman mad: his advent in Jewell county, locating wit':-.
J. D.
in the White Rock valley, whence

purchase of

twenty acres,
lie now owns two hundred
and eight) acres, on which in 1900 hi built
This farm is well 1111; roved
and is provided with ample outbuildings and
every appliance necessary to its -uccessful
cultivation, the place being devoted to general farming and stock-raising.
Mr. Zimmerman is a Republican and i- proud of the
presidential
fact that he cast his first
vote
for General Grant, and he lias voted for
party to the present time.

prominent farmer in Holmwood township,
Jewell county, Kansas, ami at: honest, honored and progressive citizen, patriotic in his
and straightforward in his methods, was born in Fulton county. Pennsylvania. October 29. 1849, a son °f Jacob E.
and Amy (Hank) Zimmerman. Jacob E.
Zimmerman was liorn in Pennsylvania and
became a well-to-do fanner of Fulton county, where he died at the age of sixty-three
years.
George and Elizabeth Zimmerman.
George H. Zimmerman's grandparents in
the paternal line, were a man and woman of
ability and character, and he died in MaryPennsylvania.
fend, she in
Jacob Zimmerman, great-grandfather of George H.
Zimmerman, came from Germany and was
the owner of a mill at Sylvan, Pennsylvania, where he died.
The subject of this sketch was reared on
a farm in Pennsylvania and remained at the
place of his birth until he was thirty years
old. when he came to Kansas.
At twentyfour he married Miss Elizabeth Myers, a
native of Franklin county, Pennsylvania,
and to them have been born nine children,
five of

first

a tine residence.

even successive

GEORGE

lib

township.

land there was restricted 1- one hundred and

States,

instances, especially in

th<

where men are rated

at their true
personal worth,
have risen to
places of prominence and influence because
they were not afraid of hard
rk and liecause they were actuated b\
-

w

do something and
thing worthy the respect of all mankind. In
reviewing the hisi
Haggart,
able ambitii n t

'
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now one of the wealthy and prominent citizens of Mankato, Jewell county, we see that
his life is one in which advancement has
been gained through his

own

efforts.

Mr. Haggart is a native of Fulton county. New York, where he was bom on the
7th of April, 1837. and he is of Scotch
lineage.
His paternal grandparents, Daniel
and Ann Haggart, were both natives of
Scotland and in childhood they came with
their respective parents to the new world.
taking up their abode in the Empire state,
where they passed the remainder of their
lives.
Their son Daniel was a native of
New York and there married Caroline
Mead, a daughter of Charles and Caroline

Mead, who spent

their entire lives in

New

Darius C. Haggart was reared in the
Xew York, and after
acquiring a fair English education in the
public schools he learned the glove-making
trade, residing at home until twenty-one
years of age, and having accompanied his
parents on their removal to Stephenson
county. Illinois. The Civil war having been
inaugurated, he offered his services to the
village of Gloversville,

government

in

He was asJune, 1862.
G, Ninety-second Illi-

Company

signed to

nois Volunteer Infantry, with which he remained for three years, receiving an honorable discharge at Nashville, Tennessee, at
the close of the war.
He was never in the
hospital save when he went there to care for
brother, but was always found
whether on picket duty c r on the

wounded

his

York, the father earning his livelihood as a
tin peddler in the days when it was customary to take a pack of goods from house to

at his post,

thus disposing of salable wares.
They died in the Empire state, and it was
there that their daughter, Mrs. Caroline

He was
returned to his home in Illinois.
married at the age of twenty-six years to
Miss Ellen Kaiser, who was born in Ohio
April 7, 1843. They have become the parents of six children, all of whom are living
and all are now married with one exception.
There are also nine grandchildren. In an
early day Mr. Haggart. brought his family

house,

Haggart, was born and reared.
Leaving
the east, the parents of our subject removed
to Stephenson county, Illinois, where both
passed away. The father was a manufacturer in early life but was engaged in the
grocery business at the time of his death,
which occurred when he was about sixty-five
years of age.
They were the parents of
eleven children, nine of whom reached mature years, while four are yet living. At the
time of the Civil war the patriotism of the
family was evidenced by the number of representatives

which

it

sent to the front.

son, Sidney, served for three months.

One
Will-

iam was in the same company as his brother
Darius and was wounded at the battle of
Sweetwater, after which our subject took
him home. He lived for a number of years
a most remarkable case and one which
awakened the keen interest of the medical
profession on account of the peculiar nature

—

of his injuries.

A

third brother.

Charles.

firing line.

At the

Mr. Haggart

close of hostilities

Kansas and became identified with the
farming interests of Jew-ell county. As his
added to his
property and is now the owner of four hundred acres of valuable land. His work was
prosecuted with vigor and his energy and
determination, which, as combined with
sound judgment and capable management,
made him one of the leading and successful

to

financial resources increased he

agriculturists

of

the

county.

At

length,

having acquired a comfortable competence,
he retired to private life in 1891 and removed to Mankato. where he has since made
his home.
In his political views Mr. Haggart was
a Republican for twenty-five years after
casting his first presidential vote, for Abra-

was a member of the Fourteenth Illinois
Cavalry, which he joined when only thirteen
years of age, and with the exception of our
subject the soldier boys of this family had
not attained their majority when they joined

ham

the army.

until 1897. retiring

Lincoln, but for several years past has
with the Populist party, and on
ticket became candidate for county

affiliated

that

sheriff.

He was

elected

in

1891

and

re-

elected in 1893 an d continued in that office
from the position as he

BIOGR.ll'lliCM. HISTORY.
with the confidence and trust
for he had ever diswith promptness and
fidelity and without
fear or
favor.
Mr.
Haggan and his family attend the services
church,
which
Methodisl
Episcopal
of
the
Of

had entered
of

the

it,

community,

charged

duties

his

is a member.
te belongs to Jim
Lane Post, No. 34, G. A. R., and is a very
influential
active and
representative of that
lie is also connected with the
organization,
Masonic fraternity, the Independent Order
of Oihl
Fellows, the Ancient Order of
United Workmen and the Old Settlers' Society, of which last he was one of the first
members.
Since coming to the county he
ha- been an active factor in its development,
earnest and purposeful, and his labors have
promoted many measures for the general
gi
1U- is a loyal citizen, a devoted husband and father and a faithful friend, and
his life hist' ry involves an example that is
f
well worthy
emulation.

his wife

1

I.

1

HENRY

C.

AHRENS.

Henry C. Ahrens is one of the most
extensive land owners of Jewell county,
where he owns eighteen hundred acres of
valuable land.

When we

that

realize

he

up n his business career emptyhanded we can not but marvel at his prosperity, but it has all been attained through
legitimate business channels and is the reward of his unfaltering labor and capable
management. He was born in Mecklenburg,
Germany. September 26. 1846. and is a son
of Henry and Mary Ahrens.
When be
was little more than eight years of age his
parents died and the orphaned boy was
early thrown upon his own resoun
the age of eleven years he came alone to
America, crossing the Atlantic in a steamship.
He located first in Florida and after
five years went
St. Louis. Missouri.
to
Learning the carpenter's trade in his youth.
started out

ed that pursuit as a source of live;

gained a

ml

thus

Kansas,
lie worked at his trade in Kansas
City and in Wyandotte, that stale, and in
[870 he came to Jewell county, settling on
section 7, Richland county. He then became
identified
with agricultural pursuits and
has since devoted much of his time to the
tilling

of

the

His

soil.

replace,]

with,

commodious

his arrival in

home was

first

and

later

[891,
present substantial
residence.
The energy

was
and

dugout, twelve b) fourteen
he had a log house, which,

a

feet,

in

his

and

determination which he manifested in carrying on the work of the farm soon brought
its reward, and
as his financial resources
have increased he has added to his property
until be now owns eighteen hundred acres
of choice land, all in Jewell county.
He
carries on general farming ami stock-raising and his methods are in keeping with
the progressive spirit which marks every
avenue of business life in America and
which has been the source of the w* rider
He has
fill
development of this country.
given to each of his sons a tine farm and
yet his land possessions outrank those of
mosi of the residents of the county.
On the 25th of November, 1873, Mr.
Miss
Ahrens was united in marriage ti
Lucinda Harrison, who was born in Whiteside county. Illinois, being
ne of the eighl
children, five yet living, who were born tin
1

rge and Sa'lina
Colow
both of whom, were natives of Indiana.
Her father died in Kansas but her mother
ti

I

1

le

I

)

|

The marriage (4" Mr. and
living.
Ahrens has been blessed with ten
children, all of whom survive and two of
is

still

Mrs.
the

number

six

living

are married.
grandchildren and
I

others

have

died.

The
ceived

Demi
the

since he

party has always reallegiance of Mr. Ahrens

cratic

firm

became

a voter, his

porting Seymour and
has

tilled

a

nr.,.

Blair,

firsl

in

I

allot

[868.
-

and

sup-

He
his

acceptable. He
public service has
•he Lutheran church and is
members f the Old Settlers'
esl
1

Society, in whii

curred in
Many
interest.
Jewell county since his arrival, and like a
char.

start.

The year i860 witnessed

349
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during that long period.
He was never
wounded, but in one memorable charge he
had si close a call that his cheek was burned
by a passing bullet
Returning to his home in Illlinois after
the war, Mr. Van Deventer began farming
on rented land. He was married February

worthy citizen he has co-operated in movements for the general good. His life record displays the elements of an upright
manhood and he is one of the worthy
adopted suns of America. He was but a boy

when he determined

bo

come

to

this

:

coun-

but the years have proven the wisdom
of his decision, as he has found here the
desired opportunity for advancement, winning a place among the men of affluence in
try,

the count}- where he

makes

CHRISTOPHER

C.

his

1867, to Maria Baker, a native of
Prince Edward Island, Canada, who has
borne him eight children, one of whom,
Fnilip H. died at the age of eight years,
and rive of whom are married and have
brought to Mr. and Mrs. Van Deventer hve
grandchildren.
Mr. Van Deventer was a
tenant farmer in Illinois until [870, when
he emigrated to Kansas and ti >k up land
where he now lives. His first eight years
in Jewell count}- was spent in a log house of
21,

home.

VAX

DE-

VENTER.
The reader

is

<

referred to a biographical

Van Deventer. of KingKansas, for interesting facts

primitive structure and noteworthy for its
man\- inconveniences and deficiencies, the
dimensions of the building being sixteen by
twenty feet. At the expiration of that time
he bought an adjoining farm, on which was
a better house, and there he and his family
lived until 1887, when he built his present

sketch of Cyrus C.

man o

unt_\-.

Hon. Christopher Columbus Van Deventer, of Washington township, Jewell county. Kansas, some
account of whose busy and useful career it
in the family history of the

is

the intention of the writer

now

to give.

Van Deventer
Michigan, January
18, 1845, ;i s " n of Christopher and Miranda (Salisbury) Van Deventer, His father
was born in Erie county, Xew York, a son
of John Van Deventer, and as early as 1837
he removed to Illinois. Eventually he returned to Michigan, but in 1848 he again
Christopher

was born

became

Columbus

fine residence.

Mr. Van Deventer is now the owner of
hundred and twenty-rive acres of
fine land and his older sons are a
owners and prominent men in the county,

in Cassopolis,

three

their holdings being near those of their honored father.
Mr. Van Deventer cast his
first

I

plemented by a brief attendance in a college at

Pawpaw. Lee

county.

Illinois.

In

Volunteer Infantry, his company
commander being Captain Davis, and with
this organization he saw continuous
service until he was honorably discharged, in
Texas, at the close of the war. Except during three weeks, while he was in hospital,
he was able to report for duty every day
Illinois

Lincoln.

since that time he has been an active, consist-

fall

the fall of the year mentioned he enlisted
in Company K, Forty-second Regiment of

Abraham
fi

home

of his father in Illinois until the
of 1862, in the meantime acquiring a
common-school education, which he sup-

the

presidental vote for

Four years later he v< rted >r the presidential nominee of the Democratic party and

and lived out
the remainder of his days in Lee county,
where he died at the age of fifty-five years.
The subject of this sketch remained at
a resident of Illinois,

ent and influential Democrat.
In [890-91
he represented his district in the state legislature of Kansas and served efficiently on
His sons
several important committees.
are also prominent in state anil county
affairs.

-

Mr. Van Deventer has made his way unaided to a place of honor in his
pied
and is regarded as one of Jewell coun-

state
ty's

representative men.

tention to

He

gives his at-

mixed farming and while giving
modern

his children the benefit of the best

schools he has not neglected to
sons practical farmers.
He has
a

member

of the Grand

Army

make
1>

his

«ng been

of the Re-
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mi
and of the Ancient Order of
He was one of the original

public

l

vat

i

Workmen.

lie

creek

Buffalo

the

\alle\

fn
ery

WILLIAM
William A.

A.

Miller,

a

member

i

f

i

in

I

however, he left
ana home and came to Kansas, locating first at Wellington, and he is now
of the firm of W. W.
Son, and maintains his residence at
r

Miller

In 1883,

&

member

't)

'

William A. Miller, whose name introreview, spent the days of his
1

manhood

early
.

rid

Aurora.

in the

t<

Indiana,

wns

of

where

he received excellent school advant;

ing his father on

S

'

•—

state

in

the removal

to

1883.

1

his father until

n

firm

style of

in

tins

cap

a

city,

1

offi

the

is

13

1

real

estate,

owning about tw
thousand
Harper and Sumner coun-

acre- of land in

ties, which he rents, and he annually raises
about thirty-five hundred bushles of wheat.
In Rising Sun, Indian::.
n tT 27th of
December, 1880, was -oil. rated the marriage of our subject and Mis- Emma C.
Kruger.
The lady was born in that city,
1

|

and she

is

now

dren,— Nina

the mother of three chil-

Edgar

1',..

family occupy one

and

The

Ruth.

f the most beautiful and
attractive residences in the city
f Anthony,
-

1

and there hospitality reigns supreme.
Miller has ever taken an act!
public affair- of his 1. cality, and

he

filled

oner,

the resp

was long

in

of c r.ntv cor.a

member

of

the

school
county,

hoard, has serv<

and congressii

nal

o

nventii ns

time is a member
f
The Democracy has ever

the present
council.

Mr.

[897-8-9

1

him an active worker, and he
support from

nd

at

the city
f

und

iii

with!

1

which he believes
ial

plar

will pi

relations

Mason,

is

past

n ble

grand and

at

he Independi

W. W.

& Company. In the latter year the
became interested in the grain busiand shortly afterward erecte

Miller
ness,

["heir

1898. business

under the firm

lias

usand bushels, and is
with the latest, impn ved machinhandling, grading, cleaning and load-

grain,

state

he was engag<
business in Wellington until 1885,
took up a claim in Clark county.
Kansas, but after a short time he sold his
to S uth Haven, where he
• the mercantile business with
»as
the

1900,

concern stands as a monument to their wonderful power.
In addition to his grain business Mr. Miller is alsi extensively interested

1<

[ndiana.

in

of W. W. Miller & Son conduct one of the
most important gram trades west and south
of the Arkansas river, handling an aggregate of three million bushles of grain a year.
The members of this linn are men of exceptional business ability, and their extensive

the

f Anthony,
VV. Miller & Son,
wholesale dealers in grain, was hum
in Switzerland county, Indiana, on the 22d
of November, 1859. a son of W. W. and
Anna Steele) Miller, both natives of the
same cality. The paternal grandfather of
our subject. John J. Miller, was among the
neers of that locality, having- located there as early as 1830.
In Switzerity W. W. Miller was engaged in
agricultural pursuit- for a time, and later
d in the mercantile business in Ris-

for

built

to sixty thi

tii't_\

headquarters for their outlying stations in
southern Kansas and Oklahoma.
The linn

MILLER..

W.

m

ing

member.

a

and their elevator

.

which was

than

longer

any other white woman, and her first two
Children were the first white children born
The Van Deventer- are prominent
here.
socially and attend the services of the Bap
tbt church, of which Mrs. Van Deventer
is

tnat place, which they still operate
r at
[897 Mr. Miller, of this review, came to
n\ to take charge of the grain busi-

and Mrs. Van Deventer has lived

Jewell,
in

In

Anth

Settlen

>ld

(

35'

>dd bellows, holding

Encampment No.
diana, and he

em Woodmen

memb

271, of Rising Sun, Inalso a member of tl
of America, and the Ancient

is
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Order of United Workmen. He has given
many generous ways to the perpetuation of those forces which conserve the
best interests of the community, and the

never aspired to public office or notoriety
of any kind, but for many years has been
Republican principles
and was formerly as loyal to the Greenback

course that

party.

his aid in

he

business, social

him

to the

has

followed

and home

in

circles

high esteem of

political,

commends

all.

LEVI PLANK.
In the battle of life Levi Plank has won
a
commendable victory.
Determination,
strong purpose and diligence have been the
means of enabling him to overcome the
obstacles and difficulties he has met and to
work his way steadily upward until he now
commands an enviable position as a leading
miember of agricultural interests in Rice
county.
He was born in Wayne county,
Ohio, January jo, 1844, his parents being
Isaac and Lydia (Schrock) Plank, both of
whom were natives of Ohio, in which state
they were reared and married. The Plank
family is of German lineage and was founded in America at an early day. The grandfather, Christian Plank, was born in Pennsylvania and removed to Ohio during the
pioneer epoch in its history. There he entered land, improved a farm and

made

his

homfe thereon until old age, when he went
Indiana, spending his remaining days
with his children. Socially he and his wife
were members of the Mennonite church.
They became the parents of ten sons and
daughters, namely
Isaac C. J. Jonathan
Alary, the wife of J. Yoder
Sarah, the
wife of L. Hartzler; Mattie. who married
Yost Schrock; Fannie, the wife of S.
Blough Lizzie, who became Mrs. Nofziger,
and after the death' of her first husband
married D. Blough; Nancy, the wife of J.
Grady; and Rebecca, who was Mrs. J.
to

:

;

;

;

;

King and now deceased.
[saac
Plank spent his youth in Ohio
and thence removed to Indiana, where he
improved a farm in the midst of the heavy
timber.
In his frontier home he reared his
family and lived the life of a quiet, indusand energetic agriculturist.
He has

trious

a stanch advocate of

He

is

still

living in Indiana, at the

very advanced age of seventy-nine years,
and has been a second time married." His
first wife, who bore the maiden name of
Lydia Schrock, was born in Pennsylvania,
of German lineage.
Her father was widely known as the proprietor of a hotel for
many years and spent his last days in Ohio.
His children were:
Lydia. who became
Mrs. Plank; Benjamin, a merchant; Abram,

who

on merchandising; Mrs.
and two who died in early
Unto the parents of our subject were
born seven children, namely: Levi; Jacob,
a farmer of Rice county; Elizabeth, the
also carries

Susan Somers

;

life.

wife of J. Troyer, of Indiana; Christian,
of Rice count}- David and Ephraim. who
.ire living in Idaho; and Isaac, who makes
;

his

home

in

Oklahoma.

The

last

four chil-

dren are by the second marriage of Isaac
Plank, who for his second wife chose
Elizabeth Nofziger.
Upon the old homestead in Ohio Levi
Plank spent his childhood days and was educated in both Ohio and Indiana.
He remained with his father until his marriage
and then began farming upon his own account in the Hoosier state, but in 1879 he
sold his property there and came to Kansas, settling in Rice county, where he purchased land and began the improvement of
a farm.
Agricultural pursuits were then
carried on on a small scale.
little
village and the work

Lyons was

a

progress
portion of
the state.
Since his arrival he has witnessed the rapid growth of towns and villages, the introduction of all the improvements and business facilities known to the
older east and in the work of improvement
and development he has borne an active and
beneficial part.
His labors in his private
business affairs have been attended with a
high measure of success. He has added to
his estate by purchasing other farms and
now owns four improved farming properties.
On the homestead lie lias made ex-

seemed scarcely begun

in

this

of
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improvements, has erected a comtwostor) frame residence, a large
and substantial outbuildings.
His

tnjodious,

barn
place

and

is

h

r

divided into fields for cultivation
pasturage, and he annually raises

good crops of

wla-at. corn

and other

cereals.

His place is pleasantlj located three miles
For two years after his
north of Lyons.
arrival he did his marketing in Sterling,
but with the rapid growth of Kansas mar-

were established much n<
proximity to Lyons now enables him tn enjoy the comforts of city life.
Mr. Plank was united in marriage to
Miss Emma Lehmer, a lady of intelligence,
who was born in Ohio January [9, [848,
her parents being Henry
).
and Nancy
Neff) Lehmer, both of whom were natives
They were married in
Pennsylvania.
of
They were of German lineage and
Ohio.
in pioneer day- removed to Ohio, where
kets

and

his close
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form party.
He has held a number cf
township offices, and is now serving for
nd time as justice od the peace, in
which position hi.- decisions tire strit
and impartial, being unbiased by fear <>r
favi r.
flu- success which litis come to him
in

business

own

has been the result of his

life

efforts,

industr)

in

lie recognized the value of
the practical affairs of life and

indolence has found no part in his nature.
Alnng the line of business activity .and
honorable dealing he has achieved a hand-

some competence.

WILLIAM

I

PETERS.

X.

I

followed the blacksmith's trade
and subsequently engaged in farming. He
voted with the Whig party and was prominent in politics and public affairs, serving
He
for some time as justice of the peace.
died in 1856, and his wife passed away
in 1875, in the faith of the Dunkard church.
in which she held membership, while he
the father

member

Lutheran church,.
Mary, the wife of
C. Smeltzly; Jao b, of Michigan; Isaac, of
Indiana: Emma, now Mrs. Plank: Ira, of
Omaha: and Levi, who is living in WyomThe marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Plank
ing.

They had

of

the

six children:

has resulted

who

it;

the birth of seven children:

jewelry business in Lyons; Salome, the wife of Elmer
ham, now deceased; Adeline, who
married B. W. Forney; Robert, a resident
farmer of Rice county; X< ra, who married
J. Debacher, and after Ins death became the
wife of J. Blessing: Charles, an agriculturist; and Pearl, who completes the family.
Mr. and Mrs. Plank have carefully
Ira

W.,

1-

engaged

in the

reared their children, instilling into their
mind- lessons of industry and honesty, and
they have become a credit to the untarFamily name.
For some time Mr.
Plank voted the Republican ticket, but
more recently has affiliated with the Re-

William X. Peters is a western man bj
and now by preference, and

birth, training
h»

p

--<

sses

bhe true western spdi

—

il

and progress a spirit which has
and substantial! dewelopmenl
f the broad district west of the Mississippi
and made it- residents prosperot
representatives of agricultural and commercial
Mr. Peters was born in Polk
interests.
county, Iowa, March 23, 1857. and now resides mi his excellent farm on the northwest
quarter of section 7. Eureka township,
terprise

led to the rapid

<

-

Kingman county.
can he ascertained,

The

family,

a-

far

as

of Jewish origin, and
the ancestr) can he
traced back to the apostle Peter.
William Peters, the grandfathei

has

subject,

was

Indiana,

at

is

that

it

a residenl
the tune of

of

Orange county,

death, which ocforty-one year- nf age.
iii-

curred when he was
He was a cousin of the kite distinguished
.re-ham. of Chicago, who
was a brigadier-general in the wai
1

1

•-

career

he carried
11
farming, thus
tite supporl
lie
of the family,
married
th Stevens, who long survived him,
<

\

the

advana

when she met a violent death, being
by a ram. After the death f her first
husband she married Andrew May.
By
years,
killed

Charles, a

1

farmer

who

died in

Indiana:
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Hannah, the wife of George

Roll, a rail-

road contractor residing in St. Louis, Misand also the owner of a large ranch
Simon, who was killed in Kenin Texas
tucky during the Civil war; Jonathan, a
farmer of Indiana; Benjamin F., the father
of our subject; Becky, the widow of Jacob
Stallcup, her home being on the old family
farm in Orange county, Indiana; William,
souri,

:

who served as a soldier in the Civil war and
is now engag-ed in farming in Oklahoma;
A., who was a successful school teacher in his younger days, and who is now en-

John

gaged in farming in Clay county, Illinois
and two who died in childhood. By her
second marriage the grandmother of our
subject had four children, but only one is
now living: Dr. James S. May, of Hutchinson, Kansas.

Benjamin F. Peters was born in Orange
Indiana, on the old family homeMay 27, 1837, and spent his boyhood days there. When about twenty-one
years of age he took up the study of medicounty,
stead,

cine with his uncle, Dr. Stevens, but never
His first business venture was
practiced.
in trading in produce on the Mississippi

from Louisville, Kentucky, to New
Louisiana.
He was married in
Floyd county, Indiana, about 1856, to
Phoebe C. Keith, a native of that county
and a daughter of Nehemiah and Mary
(Hardy) Keith, who were natives of Kenriver,

Orleans,

The

tuck}-.

latter

and was reared

was

stolen

in Louisville,

when

a child

Kentucky, by

of the name of O'Xeil, who was engaged in the bout and shoe business in that
city, and on his deathbed told Mrs. Keith
a

man

that he had stolen her. The maternal grandparents of our subject both died in Ken-

—

Mr. Keith in Nelson county, his
wife in Louisville.
After his marriage Benjamin F. Peters
began farming in Polk county, Iowa, purchasing a tract of land about ten miles west
of Des Moines, and later he took up his
abode in that city. His uncle, John Stevtucky,

ens,

had originally farmed forty acres of

land

now

included within the corporation

of Des Moines.
About 1858 Mr.
Peters went to Tike's Peak, remaining for

limits

when, on account of having conmountain fever, he returned to Des
Moines, where he engaged in teaming for
several years.
He next located on a iarni
about twelve miles east of the city and cona year,
tracted

tinued its cultivation for fourteen years, on
the expiration of which period he conducted a hotel at Runnells, Iowa, for a time.
Fie eventually became quite well-to-do, and
now owns a valuable farm property east
of Des Moines, and also town property in
Runnells, where, in connection with his
son William, he has a flouring mill.
His
fellow citizens, recognizing his worth and
ability, have frequently called him to positions of public trust, and he has filled all
the township offices, to which he has been
elected on the Democratic ticket.
Both he
and his wife belong to the Hardshell Bapchurch.
This
worthy
couple
became
the
tist
parents of five children, all of whom are
living, as follows: William X.; Mary E.,
the wife of George Tildern, a deep-sea
diver, of Portland, Oreeron; Emma C, the
wife of Robert Anderson, who is living on
the old homestead east of Des Moines,
Iowa; Charles F., a farmer residing near
Kremlin, Oklahoma; and Etta M., the wife
of S. P. Thompson, in Comanche county,

Oklahoma.

To the public-school system, of Des
.Moines, Iowa, William N. Peters is indebted for the educational privileges he received.
He there continued his studies unfourteen years of age, after which he
til
aided in the cultivation and improvement of
his father's farm, east of the city, until he
had attained his majority. In 1878 he first
came to Kingman count}-. Kansas, locating
where he now resides. He was one of the
earliest settlers here and his nearest neighbor was Willard Foster, a resident of Reno
county.
There were not more than nine or
ten

families in

all

this

part of

Kingman

county.
Upon his claim he built a plank
house, twelve by fourteen feet, and also a
stable.
He broke fifty-five acres of the
land and planted one hundred and ten peach
He had brought with him a span of

trees.

mules and a pony, which was all the stock
He bought seed wheat ifl
he possessed.
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Reno

unty, but as

c<

had been heated

it

in

(he .-tack it never germinated', so his w< rk of
After proving up
planting was all in vain.
he returned t< [1 wa, in 1879, and

during the Civil war and

fantry,

pated
burg.

the siege

in

llis

two years engaged
1

land.

's

:

in the operation of
After his marriage, in

1881, he purchased a farm of one hundred
and sixty acres of partially improved land

mained

county, Iowa, upon which lie retwo year-, and then trailed it
le
ir mill in the tow 11
rf Runnels.
era'ted the mill for two years, after
for

1

1

which he removed
ties

there

11

east of

the old

to

home

place.

Des Moines remaining
which he re-

for several years, after

turned to his Kansas farm, which ha- since
been his home.
He
This was in the spring of 1889.
found that his dwelling had totally disappeared, so he built a dug-out, in which he
resided for a time, and in 1890 he erected
a small house, fourteen by eighteen feet,
to which he built an addition in 1892 and
am ther one in 1899, making it a pleasant
residence.

thim-two

The house

twenty-four by
is
dimensions and contains
farm
is
His
all enclosed with

feet in

rooms.
and fences also divide it into fields
He has one hundred
of convenient size.
and ten acres under cultivation and has
.1 granaries and cribs, and two acres congi
He is devoting
stitute his peach orchard.
his attention almost exclusively to the raising- of wheat but he expects to devote part
six

Fence,

father's side,

wa-

I

lutch

and.

partici-

capture of

who was born

wife,

[850,

1

for
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in

VicksIowa,

of French descenl on her
while, her maternal ancestry
is

and English.

eldest

of their

others

being:

.Mrs.

]

\

i,

family of nine children, the
Millie, the wife of
Vlbert

Anthony, a farmer of Warren county,
h>wa: Edith, the wife of Elmer Harding.

who

is the engineer for the City bight Company, at ECnoxville, Iowa: May, the wife of
Ira Anders, ,n, a farmer of Marion county,

Iowa; Bige, who married Marriet'ta Bivens,
of Mario,, county: Luella. Jennie and Glen,

who
who
ily

are

still

wi;l,

parents; and one
Mr. Peters has a famMay. Ji hn, arrie, Ben,
still on the lx me farm.
a stanch Democrat, and
their

died in infancy.
of six children

I.ee

:

and Mary,
Mr. Peters

all
is

for three years he
visor,

(

tilled

the

offii e

of super-

ami since coming

in 1899. he has been a

to Kingman
member of thi

1

unty,

school
board, the cause of education finding in him
a warm friend.
He within lib his support

from no measure or movement calculated to
prove of general g
lie is a successful
farmer and prominent citizen and as such
well deserves representation in this volume.
1.

1

of his time to stock-raising in the future.
On the 14th of April. 1881. Mr. Peters

was united in marriage to Miss Lydia A.
Reese, a daughter of William and Elizabeth
Lappin) Reese, who are residents of
Mrs. Peters died
Grand Junction, Iowa.
6, and on the 1st of March. 1889.

ALONZO YOUNG.
Among the prominent and n. presentaKansas, is Alonzo
Young, the senior member of the mercantile

tive citizens of Ellsworth,

firm of

Young & Hutchings, one

largest

houses

1

Mr. Peters was again married, his second
union being with Estel Bishop, the wedding
taking place in Marion county. Iowa, where
She is a daughter of
her birth occurred.
John and Amanda (Sparks) Bishop. Her
father, a native of Ohio, was of Irish descent on the paternal side, but on the marepresented an old New England
He served for three years as a
member of Company E. Eighth Iowa In-

ternal

family.

in

this

line

in

of

the

Ellsworth

county.

The birth of Mr. Young occurred in
Davenport. Iowa, on March 29. 1849, and
he is a son of William and Elizabeth McYoung. William Young was born
iregor
in Fayette county. Kentucky, on June 14,
in his native state until
remaining
181 8,
manhood, when he became a pi-neer in
|

I

1

Marion county, Missouri, accompanying his
parents thither. Leaving the farm he tried
the adventurous life of boating and rafting
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on the Upper .Mississippi, ami while on one
of his trips met Miss Elizabeth McGregor,
After marriage to this
at Davenport, Iowa.
y ung lady Mr. Young remained a resident
of Davenport until the gold excitement of
With thousands of others he made
1849.
the long trip across the plains to California,
and in company with his brother Davis engaged for several years in mining, meeting
with encouraging success. The return journey was made by way of the Isthmus. Then
he returned to Marion county, Missouri, and
engaged in farming and stock-raising 011 a
farm located two miles south of Palmyra,
which was the county seat.
Here Mr. Young made his home until
he removed to Randolph county. Missouri.
remaining there until the death of his
wife, in i860, this grief breaking up his
Since that time he has made his
home.
home with his children. In former days
Mr. Young was a large landowner and
slaveholder, but from principle remained a
Union man during the Civil war, although
In religion
of southern birth and rearing.
he has always been an earnest and zealous
member of the Methodist church. For tire
past fifteen years he has been an honored
member of our subject's family.
A family of ten children was born to
William Young and wife, two of whom died
being as follows:
William, who is a fanner and stockman in
Mercer county. Missouri: Alonzo, who is
our subject; Thomas, who died in California in 1S9S; Catherine, who died in Missouri in 1864, at the age of eighteen years;
John A., who is a farmer and- stockman of
Chariton county. Missouri; Galena, who
married Samuel McGuire. of Butte City,
California; Mary, who married Butler B.
Anderson, a merchant of Knox county,
Missouri; and Lawson M.. who is a farmer
in

in

infancy, the others

Oklahoma.

noted in Scotch history
The parents of Mrs.
Elizabeth McGregor,
former of whom was born in Scot-

from

its

is

earliest clays.

Young were John and
the
land,

and

after

coming to Ohio he

en-

in teaching,

enport, Iowa,

the city superintendent of schools.

In his
family were two sons and three daughters,
Alexander, who is a prominent
attorney in Davenport, prominent in politics and has served several terms in the state
legislature; Helen, deceased, who was the
wife of a Mr. Rankin, of Ohio Rhoda, deceased, who was the wife of Charles Wesley
Reynolds, who served through the Civil war
in the hospital service, his wife being known
and beloved as matron of the hospital in
Xew Orleans, much of the time in association with "Mother Bickerdyke;" John, who
is an attorney in Pontiac. Illinois; and Elizabeth, who was the beloved mother of our
as follows

:

;

subject.

Until he was sixteen years of age Mr.
Y'oung remained on the home farm, having
obtained his education in the common and
high school at Huntsville. At this early age
he displayed such mercantile ability- that his
services were retained for nine years by his
first employer, F. M. Robinson, of Missouri,
during the last three years, being in charge
of a large branch store in Kirksville. Missouri.

In 1878, in association with his cousin,
F. A. Y^oung, our subject established a mercantile business at Russell. Kansas, the firm

being Young & Company. This partnership was continued until 1882, when it
was dissolved, another similar one being es-

style

tablished at Canton. Illinois, later opening
a store at Lewiston, Ililnois, but in April,
18S5. our subject sold his interest to his
cousin.
For one year he was a traveling
salesman, in the meantime looking for a
suitable location

for

establishing

a

large

Ellsworth, Kana large line of
drv g ods, boots, shoes, etc.. which he conducted until in February, iyoi, when he
sold out to Beatty, Santry & Company.
In 1890, in association with W. H.
Hntchins. a brother-in-law, he had established an exclusive boot and shoe business,
at Lawrence. Kansas, under the firm style
business.
sas,

The McGregor clan, to a branch of
which the mother of Mr. Young of this
sketch belonged,

removing later to Davwhere he became identified
with educational matters, was the principal
of a school and at the time of his death was
gaged

This he found

at

and here he opened up
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Young &

still

Hutchins, and this business is
carried on there, with Mr. Hutchins in

named company

Mr. Young

Ellsworth.

at

established a branch shoe house at Topeka,

he personally superintends
of the founders of
Bank of Ellsworth and was made
ident, but alter six m<
hs he s Id
his interest to II. McManus.
In the year
arrival
Ellsworth,
his
in
he erected
g
this

Mr.

Young was one

e

1

nl
.

home,
fitted

1

»ne

with

of the most attracts e
modern appliances,

all

and he owns much other valuable property
here.
His first location was on the east side
of Douglas avenue, opposite the Central
National Bank, from which place he rethe Captain Hoernan building and
the Larkin building, and from there
to the new Wellington block, where the
business

war

-till is

o

ilitics

Mr. Young has taken a

inducted.
citi-

His fathet

Young was

i

Captain William H. Lewis, of
Brookfield, Missouri; Gabriclla, who married W. II. Hutchins, who is Mr. Young's
partner in business; and Edith who is Mrs.
me daughter b
to Mr. and
Dora Roberta i- a -indent
Mrs. Young,
in Hardin College, at Mexico. Missouri.
The refilled and elegant home life of
Mr. and Mrs. Yi ling
excelled in this
city.
Mrs. Young is a lady of culture and
literary tastes, and Mr. Young is one of the
m >s1 estimable, respected and esteemed citi-

married

1

zen- of both business and social life in Ellsiunty.
Fraternally he is connected

with the Masonic fraternity and the

ed in the city council several times,

Ellsworth county.

supporting

the city.
been a consistent
f

eral

in

public-spirited

is

promising

enterprises

till

com-

and

lib-

I

all measures
the
for
For many years he has

member of Hhe Baptist
church and has taken a deep interest in the
Sunday-school.
He is a large contributor
to religious work, and materially assisted
in the

m
—

—

mercial Club, and

actively

the youngesl in a fam-

ily of nine children born to her parents, the
Ezra F., who 1- a
survivors being these:
retired farmer in Missouri; Anna, who has
made her home with her sister, Mrs. N oung,
since the death of her mother; Emma, who

zens iterest only, his private business having required his energies, but as an ardent
Republican he has voted with that party, and
i

er in the

!

of 1812.

Mrs.

In 1901, after selling to the above-

charge.

and

regiment.
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building of the present Baptist church.

JOHN

l

A.

\\

Practical industry wisely and vigorously

applied never

of

fails

success.

carries

It

The marriage of Mr. Young
December 4. 1879, '" Macon county. Mis-

man

by Rev. Dr. Sawyer, to Edith Norris,
whi was a daughter of Washington and
Elizabeth (Galwith) Norris.
Mrs. Young

i- this unflagging
it
thers.
<-\
industry that has laid the foundaand built the grand superstructure of
commercial and industrial greatness in the

souri,

n in Calloway county. Missouri, but
her parents were natives of Hag*
Maryland. The family was an old
Virginia and Maryland, in which states
it was. km wn
Mr. Ni rris
for generations.
was by trade a cabinet-maker, but gave has
attention largely to architecture, designing
many f the public buildings in Calloway
county.
His birth was in 1814 and his
death was in 1870.
During the Civil war
he was a soldier in the Ninth Missouri militia and participated in all the battles of his
1

nward and upward, brings out his individual character and powerfully stimulates
1

spirit

tion

western

national

di

and the career
happily

ble in

the

of

history

find

man

indicating that

bears has been

with the

ni

1

.

repub-

the various generations have
se who have well played their parts

and that

on the

we

definite interest,

name which he

tified
lic,

the foregoing observathe even rapid limning of his

illustrates

genealogical
points

domain

of this sketch

I

sti

in

ctivities

and exempli-
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fied

industry, loyalty, patriotism

and good

As one of the representative
citizens of Harvey county, Kansas, and as
one who has been conspicuously concerned
citizenship.

in the

business affairs of the thriving

city of Burrton, as a
is

it

incumbent that a

volume.

merchant and banker,
resume of the life his-

Welch be incorporated

tory of .Mr.

He

little

in this

has practically

retired from
and is now enjoying the
atium cum dignitate which is the just reward for past years of earnest toil and endeavor, still retaining his residence in Burrton, to whose material and civic advancement he has contributed in large measure
through legitimate lines of enterprise.
John A. Welch is a native of the state
of Illinois, having been born in Paris, Edgar county, on the 24th of November, 1834,
a son of John R. and Matilda (Lowrey)
Welch.
The former was born in Bath
county, Kentucky, on the 24th of May,
1805, and he died in Salem, Oregon, on the

active business life

18th of May, 1891, within six days of the
date upon which he would have celebrated
his eighty-sixth birthday anniversary.
He
was a son of George Welch, who was born
in the state of Maryland, about the opening

year of the war of the Revolution^ and

who

died in Edgar county, Illinois, in his eightyfourth year, the family having been founded in America in the middle of the colonial
epoch. George Welch became a resident of

Kentucky when a youth and thence reto Indiana, becoming one of the earwhere he remained
two years and then removed to Edgar coun-

moved

ly settlers of that state,

1825, thus becoming- numearliest pioneers and contributing a due quota to the development
and progress of that section of the Union.

ty,

Illinois,

bered

He

in

among

its

was married

Kentucky when a young
year 1795, and of this union
sons and two daughters, of
in

man, about the
were born five
whom only one is living at the present time,
Isaiah Welch, who maintains his home in
the city of Emporia, Kansas, and who has
now attained the patriarchial age of more
than ninety years.
He and bis two brothers, Thomas and John R., the latter of
was
father
m
of our subject, all
win
the

celebrated
saries,

and

their
it

is

golden wedding anniverworthy of note that in past

generations each member of the family to
whom was given the name >f John became
the father of seven children. The first wife
of George Welch died in the prime of life,
when her son John R. was about fifteen years
of age, and her husband eventually consummated a second marriage, of which were
born one sou and two daughters. George
Welch was a man of indefatigable industry
and sterling character, and he did not abate
bis active labors until shortly before his
death.
He was successful as a farmer of
Edgar county, Illinois, though he did not
gain large wealth, and his position was one
of independence as the result! of his unre1

mitting and well directed efforts.
The marriage of John R. Welch, father
of our subject, to Missa Matilda Lowrey,
was solemnized in the year 1826. She was
born near the Kanawha Salt Works, in
Greenup county, Kentucky, but previously
to her marriage had removed with her parents to Paris, Edgar county, Illinois, where
her husband was engaged in the work of his
trade, that of blacksmith, until 1835. when
he removed to Decatur, that state. In 1836
he purchased a farm in DeWitt county, Illinois, and thereafter devoted his attention
to agricultural pursuits there until 1843,
having erected a blacksmith shop on his
farm and having continued to work at his
trade to a greater or less extent, in c< mnecIn the
tion with his farming enterprise.
year last mentioned he removed with his
family to Jefferson county, Iowa, and in the
spring of the following year he filed a preemption claim to land which now lies within
the borders of Marion county, that state.

There he was engaged in farming and in
the work of his trade until 1867, having in
the meanwhile acquired a half-section of excellent land in that locality.

He

then dis-

posed of his property there and removed to
Butler, Bates county. Missouri, where his
cherished and devoted wife died in [880,
on her seventy-third birthday, and soon afterward be retired from active business,
eventually joining bis son, William T.. of
Salem. Oregon, and there passing the de-
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dining years of his active and useful life.
From the foregoing it will be seen that representatives of the Welch family have had
share of pioneer experiences in the
various generations; and this experience conthe generation to which our subt"
tinues
a

full

belongs, as will he duly noted in this

ject

John R. and Matilda (Lowrey)
Welch became the parents of seven children,

context.

of

whom

six

attained

\\ illiam

I'..

years of maturity,
wh<

i

is

a retired

mer of Salem. Oregon, and who has
children: James L., who is a man
marked business ability and who has

to Salem. Oregon, in the summer of
1901; John A. is the immediate subject of
this sketch: Cecilia E. is the wife of James
C. McDonnell, of Kansas City. Kansas, and
they have five children; and Seraiah S.. who
is a resident of Warrensburg, Missouri, has

one son and two, daughters.
John A. Welch was reared to the sturdy and invigorating discipline of the farm
and waxed strong of muscle and alert in
his mentality, while his early educational
training was secured in public and private
schools in Illinois and Iowa.
At the age
of twenty years he became a victim to the
gold fever, resulting from the discovery of
the precious metal in California a few years
previously, and in 1854, in company with
his brothers James and Isaiah, he started
on the long, weary and perilous trip across
the plains," arriving in California after having been nearly four months en route. He
in mining in the placer beds of Eldorado county, and later in Siskiyou county.
and his efforts were attended with a fair
degree if success, while his experiences were
such as were typical of the tumultuous life
1

mining camps of the early days. James

tin-

first

of the brothers t>
in Iowa, and there

the old hi me
put in his appearance after an

return to
1

ur subject
absence of

three years and one month.
After his return he resumed his educational work, so

assiduously devi ting himself to

hi

1

|i

1,

j

Kn.iw

ille,

as a

l.iwa.

private

in

(

mpai

1

;

year, being assigned

of
at-

sas,

was

1

ten

children; tsaiah M., who is a widower without children, removed from Burrton, Kan-

of the

and he was sui
faged in
teaching at the lime when the dark cloud
of ('i\il war obscured the national In rizon,
rousing his intrinsic patriotism and
yalty
ti
res] msi \ c pre itest, and, in October, [861,
Mr. Welch tendered his services in defense
of the integrity of the Union, enlisting at

far-

(

I

he became eligible for pedagogic hon-

that
ors,

-nth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, with
which he was in active service for nearly a

tained a high degree of prosperity, resides
!oli rado, and is the father of six
>elta,

near

359

to

detached duty dur-

ing a portion of this time and taking part in
the memi rable battle of Shiloh and in other

engagements ,,1' minor importance, and receiving an honorable discharge for disability
nearly one year after enlistment.
\11 of his
brothers were in active service as Union soldiers,

a

and the

eldest,

wound which

James and

right eye.

William

resulted

in

T.,

received

the loss of his

[saiah veteranized at

the expiration of their original terms of enlistment and continued in the service for a
total of about four and a half years, each
having been promoted to the office of first

lieutenant

Mr.

1

.

Welch resumed teaching

in

[1

wa

from the front, and therein merchandising in Marion county, that state, until 1882. when he
came to Harvey county. Kansas, .where Ik
after his return

after

was engaged

has ever since continued to reside.
Here
he became prominently identified with the
agricultural industry, in which connection
lie

so directed his efforts a- to attain

marked

success and lay the foundation of the s< lid
competence which is now his. Hi, faith and
interest in the great basic art of agriculture
as affording a

wide and

ini]

legitimate enterprise under most favorable
circumstances in the middle sectii n of Kansas, have remained unfaltering, and he still
retains the ownership of three extensive and

valuable farming properties in this and the
Mr. Welch took up his
adjoining county.
residence in Burrton in the year iSSj. .rid
three years later erected his present attract-

and a 'mm' <dii >us residence, which is mn >st
eligibly located on one-half of a cil
and which is surrounded by beautiful trees
and shrubbery, ti whii

ive
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Freemasonrv. affiliating with Burrton
Lodge, No. 182, F. & A. M.. in which he
has served as worshipful master, having

with justifiable pride, since he planted the
same and has continued to take great interest in beautifying his premises, having one

of

of the ideal homes of this section of the
state.
In 1883 Air. Welch was instrumental in the organization of the .Merchants' and
Farmers' Bank of Burrton, and later he and
acquired the entire control of the
his £

passed the various other official chairs.
On the 21st of October, 1861, near Attica, Iowa, Mr. Welch was united in marriage to Miss Mary E. Haines, who was
born in Xew Jersey on the 27th of January,
1840, being a daughter of Aaron and Mary
(Watson) Haines, and of this union were
born seven children, of whom four survive:
Zeno died in infancy; Edgar V., who is
identified with the printing and publishing
business in Wichita, Kansas, has been twice
married and has four children; Galen H.,
who holds a responsible position in the Midland National Bank, at Newton, Kansas, is
married and has seven children; Otto R.,
a successful merchant of Burrton, is married and has two children;
Mary, who

:

same, managing its business most successfully for a period of twelve years and seIn Janucuring a representative support.
ary, [899, the bank passed into the sole manafterward
agement of his son. who soon
the Burrti m Stare
info
organization of which he was
associated with J. W. Shive. and of this institution our subject is vice-president. The
bank a mtrols a large and important business and is recognized as one of the solid
financial institutions of the state, while our
subject gives the benefit of his counsel and
mature judgment in connection with the ex-

merged

Bank,

same

the

1

in the

ecutive control, being known
conservative and yet essentially progressive
business man. while his fidelity to all the
as a careful,

duties of citizenship and his inflexible integrity in all the relations of life have re-

him unqualified confidence and esteem in the community where he has so long
maintained his home. Mr. Welch has ever
been an uncompromising Republican in his
political proclivities, and he has taken an
active part in public affairs and has been an
While
effective worker in the party cause.
a resident of Marion o univ. Iowa, he was
justice
of
the
incumbent of the offices of
peace and sheriff, and in 1898 he was elected to represent Harvey county in the lower
f the Kansas legislature, serving durh< >use
ing the session of 1899 and proving an
able and discriminating legislator, giving
his influence and support in the furtherance
of all measures which he believed would promote the general welfare and proving sig-

tained to

1

nally

faithful

stituents.

He

interests of his conhas long been a liberal sup-

to the

porter of the Methodist Episcopal church,
rvices he regularly attends, though
he has never formally identified himself with
any religious organization, and fraternally

he

is

identified with the

time-honored order

graduated

in the fine art department of the
Kansas State University, at Lawrence, has
produced many art works which indicate her
distinctive talent, and appreciation; Xellie
died at the age of two and a half years,
and John died
in
infancy.
The son,
who is associated in the banking business
in
Burrton,
is
Galen
II..
who
is
one of the capable financiers of this

section of the state.

The

of Mr.

in

Welch

amenities of

life

beautiful

home

which the refined
are ever in evidence, and it

is

one

known for its gracious hospitality, the
family taking a prominent part in the social
activities of the thriving little city of Burris

ton.

JONATHAN

F.

TILTON.

Jonathan F. Tilton is a retired resident
of Great Bend, whose name is inseparably
interwoven with the history of this portion
of Barton county, for he came thither with
George X. Moses and aided in laying out
In August, 1871. he pre-empted
the town.
a quarter section of land on section 32,
Greal Bend township, but soon sold a half
of this to William Leek. In 1873 he erected
a small board house and planted shade and
fruit trees on the place, but he later sold a

//^S&t.
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this, which became the Ireland
Great Bend, and during the
[887 was improved with thirty
dwellings, although
nly three are now left
on the place.
After selling a pa
farm Mr. Tilton erected a home in Great
where he still owns considerable
He has indeed been an active
property.
factor in the upbuilding and pn gress of the
town, and his labors have contributed in a

portion of

addition

to

I

1

large measure b

success.

its

Mr. Tilton was born in Noble county,
.May 28, [841, his parents being
Matthew and Henrietta (Freeman) Tilton,

Ohio,

whom

Iowa in 1855. The
review was reared on his

died in

subject of this
father's farm in the

Hawkeye

state

and

as-

[861, when,
its cultivation until
ge of twenty, he responded to the
call fi r troops and enlisted as a member of
Company G, Tenth Iowa Infantry, serving
In June,
four years and twelve days.

1814. he sustained a sunstroke and lay
for three days unconscious.
He was discharged in August, [865, and returned to
He was then advised to go to
his home.
the mountains for his health and made his

way

He

Wyoming.

I

experienced

1

•
1

f

fn ntier

all

life.

spent some years
the hardships and

He

lived

among

the Indians, and wild animals were numerHe became an expert marksman and
ous.
enji yed his period of existence in the heart
In March. 1870. in
of nature.

with George X. Moses, he started
worth, Kansas, to pre-empt land and hunt
[

which were numerous

part
of the state at that time, traveling in great
5,

in this

They rode through
er the prairies.
various sections of the state in both the
south and east and were threatened by the
Indians, but they persevered in their inand hunted buffaloes, killing twenone hunt. He was considered the
best buffalo shot of the day. having a true
eye and steady aim. and thus lufailed to bring down his game. They started
out with two yoke of oxen and provisions
tentii ns

n

for the trip, but while camping near Bluff
Creek their oxen were stolen by the Indians,
d secure aid they were

alnv
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destitute

-1

buffalo meat.

of

anything

Where

are

now

to

eat

save

seen beautiful

and highly cultivated farms today was then
a vast prairie, over which roamed deer. elk.
antelopes, wolves and other animals, while
bands of Indians traversed the country.
However, with the white man came all improvements and advantages known to civilization, and the labors of Mr. Tilton and
itemporaries have transformed this
region from an unproductive waste into the
greatest wheat-growing hell in the entire
country.
In

[872 Mr.

riage to Mrs.

Tilton was united in marAddie Eastey, whose maiden

name was Moses and who was the widow
of Henry H. Eastey and a sister
X. Ah ses.
She came here with her two
1

I

Frank H. and Estella, and prior
to this time she had lost one child, FredHer son, Frank EL, has since
erick W.
married Julia Stalk, and they now have two
children.
Mildred and Lillian. He is now
children,

—

associated with the firm of King, Richardson & Company, publishers of Springfield,
Massachusetts.
The daughter Stella is
now the wife of Elmer II. Dean, of Greal
Bend, and has one daughter, Florence.
Mrs. Eastey. now Mrs. Tilton. w
and reared in Xew York. On coming to
Barton county, in 1872, she erected a stor)
and a half house on the east side of the
It is one of the pioneer homes
square.
that is still standing, and is now owned by
Mr. Swift. In this residence Mr. and Mrs.
Tilton were married on the 26th of November, 1872. this being the first wedding
The;
celebrated in Barton county.
to the frame house which she erected and
which was twelve by fourteen feet in diThere they spent many happy
mensions.
day-, always assisting pioneers to seek
homes and establish a residence on the
Their door was always .pen
frontier.
r
fi

the reception of strangers as well as friends,

time their home was filled with
Indians, but Mrs. Tilton was always able

and mainto

a

manage them and maintained the
The little pioneer dwelling was

will.

quently
prairie

surrounded
rats

carried

fre-

animals, and the
away everythi

by
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but together they labored on. overtrials and hardships which fall

sible,

coming the

to the lot of pioneer settlers.

Mr. and Mrs.
the Congrega-

Tilton hold membership in
and they ever contributed in
a large measure to the movements which
are calculated to prove of general good.
They hold in high esteem and veneration the
memory of Mrs. Tilton's mother, Mary
Ann Moses, who was largely instrumental
in establishing the church in this district.
She came here in 1876 on a visit and im-

tional church,

began missionary work.
She,
too, was a devout member of the Congregational church.
By holding socials and
doing other such w. irk she soon secured a
lot, which was paid for and a church erected
thereon.
She raised by subscription the
monej which was used to purchase the
bell which has since each Sunday
called

As an enterprising business man Mr.
Tilton is well known.
His keen foresight
and sagacity enabled him to dispose of his
property at a time when land was commanding good values, and thus he gained
a handsome competence, which now enables
him to live in retirement. Both he and his
wife enjoy the warml regard of many
friends and are numbered among the most
honored and respected pioneer people of
this portion of the state.

mediately

people to worship. The following obituary
gives a very condensed account of her life

and death

"Mary Ann Moses was born February
181 1,

22,

Brooklyn,

in

Philadelphia;

Xew York

Anson G. Moses

;

was married

April 17,

lived in

in

1828, to

New York

city

1832. then in Cuba and Olean, Xew
York, eighteen years, then they moved to
Pecatonica, Illinois, where they lived until
1867, when they moved to Sedalia. Missouri.
Mr. Moses died in 1868. while on
a visit to his aged mother in Xew
irk.
Mrs. Moses was converted in 1832, and
united with the Presbyterian church in Cuba,
Xew York. She was not sectarian in her
religious views.
She was always working
for united action on the part of the churches
and at the last prayer meeting she attended,
the night after Christmas, she spoke very
earnestly and was very anxious for a revival in all the churches in this city.
She
had fourteen children, seven boys and seven
girls.
Mrs. Moses came to Great Bend in
the spring of 1875, and was a great worker
in the church and the Grand Army, and in
looking after the poor.
Her life was one

until

Y

of

earnest devotion to the cause

of

the

Family worship was always maintained by her. She was faithful unto death.
'She rests from] her labors and her works
"
do follow her.'
Master.

ERSKIXE BECKER.
Among the farmer citizens of Ellsworth
county, Kansas, may frequently be found
descendants of old and honored names of
the east, and such is the case with Erskine
Becker, a prominent and substantial citizen who resides on section 21, in this counwhere he carries on extensive farming
and cattle grazing.

ty,

The

Mr. Becker was in SchoYork, on October 15,
1844. and he is a son of Henry and Rebecca (Bergh) Becker, both of whom were
natives of the same county. William Becker,
the grandfather of our subject, was a piobirth of

harie county,

T

X ew

neer of Scoharie county, took part in the
Indian wars and assisted in the development
Henry Becker, the father
of the country.
of our subject, spent his whole life in farming, with the exception of a few years when
he carried on a milk business, and died on
He had been one
the home farm, in 1859.
His widof the few Whigs of the county.
ow survived him until 1865. Three children
were born to these parents, namely Helen,
:

who married Ephraim Zelie, and resides in
Xew York; Joseph, who died in infancy;
and Erskine, of this biography.
Erskine Becker was reared on the home
farm, but was afforded excellent educational
After finishing the cammonadvantages.
school course, he spent two years in the
Warrenville Academy, and at the age of
twenty entered upon the study of law. in
the office of Herbert Crumb, of So Tarie,
Xew York, being admitted to practice, and
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until locating in Ells-

tall,

to

John

and

worth county, Kansas, in 1871.
Mr. Becker located on eighty acres on
Dear creek, secti >ns 34-16-6, and here he
cleared his land, made many improvements
and engaged in st< ck raising, making- it his
Then he sold thai propborne un'bil 1883.
erty and bought the southeast one-quarter of
section 21, which is his present home, and
since that time he has absorbed the rest of
He cultivates about seventythe section.

Paschall,

to

Dr.

Henry

the

in

g

same

but grazes the mosll of his laud,
keeping from one hundred to two hundred
five acre-,

cattle.

of

it

makes more

elected

reliable his

which
Mr. Becker

the peace, to

1

1890.

in

decisions as

he was

office

a staunch

is

Republican, and he has taken an active part
councils of his party, serving on state,
county and congressional committees, and

in the

As township
being frequently a delegate.
trustee and as member of the school board,
he has given universal satisfaction. In 1890
he was made census enumerator of Empire
township.

county.

New

marriage of Mr. Becker was
1872, to a lady of Schoharie
York, and five children were

born to

this

marriage, three of

The

first

on January

8.

whom

still

namely Gertrude, who is the wife
Frank B. Faris. a farmer of Empire
township: Mary E., who is the wife f WalGeorge, who is
ter Rasmusen. of Nebraska
employed on the Sherman ranch Brownlee,
who re-ides with H. A*. Faris: ami Clarence
was killed in the railroad yards, an enginsurvive,

:

of

1

:

;

Paschall,

I
I

lodgi

the

I

dis-

tinguished grandfather of our subject's wife.
[Tie birth

of the latter

was

in

Wilmington,

Delaware, hut early in hi- professional life
he located ai Kensington, Philadelphia, and
there became noted as a skilled physician
The suburb of Pasand as a philanthropist.
formerly Paschallville, of Philadelphia,
lie died on May
in his honor,
1835, at the age of eighty-nine y<

chall.

was named
13.

Joseph P. Paschall, who was the father of
Mrs. Becker, was a -on of Dr. Henry and
Catherine Lincoln Paschall, and was born
at Kensington, following the occupation of
Hi- m< ther was
farmer through life.
nected with the same family that became
1

Since locating in Kansas Mr. Becker
has not been engaged in the practice of his
:i.
but his thorough understanding

Frances

distinguished

1

thnmgh

President Lincoln.

Mr. and Mis. Paschall came to Ellsworth county, Kansas, in 1871) and bought
railroad land on sections 3-17-7. and there
they resided until a family removal was
made to Kanapolis, in which place the father died, on July 6. 1894. and the mother
passed away on June 22, 1898. Their chilrge H. who
dren were a- foil
makes his home with Mr. Becker; Beulah,
who is Mrs. Becker; Catherine L., who is
the wife of George W. Gilkerson. who is a
teacher of Kanapolis; Joseph A., who is in
the transfer and livery business in San Antonio, Texas; Moses Lincoln, who i- a buyPhiladelphia;
in
er and shipper of wool
Anna Frances, who is the wife of Abraham
The children
Wise, (if Ellsworth county.
of the second marriage of Mr. Becker number three and their names are: Bergb B.,

Henry

V., and Helen.
Mr. Becker is one of Ellsworth's good
reliable citizens, wh se life has been
spent in carrying on bis agricultural interests and also large stock interests, hut he

Mrs. Becker died on July 6, 1880.
eer.
Tin- second marriage of Mr. Becker was
on December 5. [883, b Miss Beulah Basebwho was a daughter of Joseph and
all,
Eliza (Lincoln) Baseball, and she was born
in Bhiladelphia county. Pennsylvania, with-

and

the city.
Baseball family resided for many
generations in Delaware, near Wilmington.

progress of his county. His farm i- one of
the best in the township, and here he has
introduced modern methods, hi- residence
being supplied with, water, piped from natuBrosperity has attended his
ral springs.
persistent efforts and he is justly consid-

in the present limits of

The

The family
and Joanna
birth,

to

can be traced from Thomas
(Soper) Baseball, of English

line

Thomas and Margaret

(Jenkins)

has never been - occupied wit': personal
matters that he had no time to earnestly and
sincerelv do

all

in his

power

to add

I
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man of this neighborhood, and an excellent type of the successful agriculturist of Kansas.
ered a representative

ISAAC NEES.
Isaacs Nees, a well known farmer and
stockman living near Jewell City, Kansas,

was born

in

Venango county. Pennsylvania,

October 2j, 1837. and is a son of Jacob and
Elizabeth iCrutcher) Xees. His father was
burn in Union county. Pennsylvania, in 1801
and in 1840 removed to Mason county. Illinois, where he resided until 1871, when in
the month of August he came to Kansas
and secured a homestead of one hundred and
sixty acres in Jewell county. To the development and cultivation of that place he de-

voted his energies until his death, which occurred May 27, 1878.
His wife, who was
born in Pennsylvania, died when her son.
Isaac, was only two years of age.

To the work of the farm Isaac Xees early
became inured and throughout his entire life
he has followed the occupation to which he
was reared. He was quite young when he
accompanied his father to Illinois and in
Mason county he made his home until 1871,

when he cast in his lot with the earliest settlers of Jewell county, taking advantage of
the opportunities offered by the government
for securing a home.
On the 2.2A of August. 1871, he registered a claim to the
northeast quarter of section 5, Brown Creek
township, wherein he has since resided, but
tlie boundaries of his farm have been several times extended by additional purchases
until he is now one of the largest land owners in this part of the state, his realty holdings aggregating twelve hundred and forty
acres.
He is to-day a very prosperous and
wealthy man. His success has come to him
largely through his capable management as
a dealer in cattle and hogs.
These animals
he has handled extensively and as a result
of his labors his -alts have annually amounted to thousands of dollars.
His home is a

and commodious residence, in the rear
of which stands a large barn and other nec-

fine

essary

Xo modern

outbuildings.

ments are lacking upon

this

equip-

place and he

also has a fine orchard which represents an

investment of two thousand dollars.
.Mr. Xees was united in marriage to Miss
Sarah E. Adkins, a native of Mason county,
Illinois, the wedding having been there celeThe lady is a daughter
brated in 1863.
of Samuel Adkins. who was horn in Tennessee, and is now living in Jewell county, at
the age of eighty-eight years. Her mother,
Mrs. Rachel (Stokes) Adkins, who was
born in Kentucky, died in Mason county,
Illinois, in 1866.
Unto our subject and his
wife have been born eleven children, namely:
Cyrus; Elizabeth E.
Annie: Mary, deceased; Ro-sie; Simon F.
Leslie; Cora;
Pearl; Edith; and Mora, deceased.
In his political affiliation Mr. Xees is a
Democrat, and for twenty-six years has
;

;

been a member of the school board, his labors being very effective in promoting the
cause of education. He served for one year
as treasurer of Brown Creek township, but
has not sought office as a reward for party
fealty.
He and his wife deserve great credit
for what- they have accomplished in a
financial way.
Together they faced the difficulties of pioneer life, living here through
the period when tine grasshopper scourge and
droughts caused many stout hearts to quail
but they were determined and resolute and
putting aside all desire to return east they
remained working earnestly and long and
the years have rewarded their prudence and
efforts and to-day they are blessed with a
handsome competence and are numbered
among the leading representatives of the

farming

interests of Jewell county.

ITHAMORE

E.

DOUGLASS.

Ithamore E. Douglass

is

the

owner of a

beautiful home and valuable farm pleasantly
situated three miles southwest of Ionia, in

Lmia township. Jewell county. Here he
owns three hundred acres of rich land, and
the well tilled fields indicate his careful supervision.

He

was born

in

Vermilion coun-
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tv,

November

Illinois,

His

1S44.

fa-

ma- \\
touglass, was a native
of Maine, born April 17. [798, and at an
early period in the development of the Prai.

rie

1

Ik- took up his abode there,
occurring in Vermilion county, in
He married Miss Delilah Payne, who

his

state,

death
1865.

was born Jul} 6, l8oi, and died in [856,
when her son [thamore was twelve years of

'3^5.

man, active and influential in public
and was honored b) election to the
which h<

inent

affairs,

state legislature, in

part

I

of

shaping the early historj

in

the

He died April 6, [883, and
his wife, who was horn July 25, [827, has
also passed away. The marriage of Mr. and
commonwealth.

Douglass has been blessed with

.Mrs.

four

living children, hut they lost their first horn,
The other- are Stewart.

a daughter. Delila.

age.

No

event oi special importance occurred

to vary the routine of

more

E.

I

touglass in his

farm life fur [thaboyhood and youth,

age of twenty years he responded to In- country's call for aid and enlisted
part of
at Danville, Illinois, in the earl)
1864, a- a member of Company K. One
until at the

Hundred and
for one

Thirty-fifth Illinois Infantry,

hundred days'

He was

service.

un-

command

of Captain Laftart\ ami
was stationed the greater part of the time
in Missi uri, taking' part in the movements >i

der the

1

regimenl at PiL t Knob, Cape Girardeau
and other places where they guarded bridges
>n the
and performed other similar duties.
expiration >f his term of service he was mu—
He then retered cut at Mattoon, Illinois.
In-

George

Mrs.

Pate,

The parents
members of

Pearl.

Agnes Townsend and
are earnest

.

United Brethren
Douglass ha- been num-

sistent

the

church, and Mr.
bered among the representative ci1
Jewell county for almost thirty years. During this period he ha- wrtmessed its growth
and development and has aided in the work
of

advancement and pn

crates in

all

movements

gress.

b

I

for the general

good

prominent a- an agricula community where farming is
the leading industry of a happy, c< ntented

and

especially

i-

turist

and

in

intelligent
|

(

1

turned to his

home

in

his native State,

HENRY

re-

until the fall of 1873, when he
Here he
Jewell county, Kansas.
from the government a tract of
land upon which he has since lived, ami his

V.

FARIS.

maining there
arrived

in

and capable managee transformed the raw prairie into
a highly cultivated tract of land
n which
good crops. He is also sin
engaged in the stock business and b th deenterprising efforts

1

•

1

partments of his industry are profitable, so
that he is now accounted one of the substantia] farmers of his locality.
In Vermilion county, Illinois,
Mr. Douglass was united in mai
Miss Indiana Pate, who was horn in Vermilion county, in 1849. her parents being
the Honorable Davis W. and M
i

'ate.

Her

father was

Indiana. June 22. 1823. and thence removed
Vermilion county. Illinois, where he-

to

his home until 1871, when he came to
f the
Jewell county. Kansas, becoming one

made

1

ttlers

here.

He wa>

a

very prom-

Among

the prominent citizen- of Ellsire held in highworth count \ ].

m
years

is

than Henry V. Faris,

gressional district, ami of the
tiers

he

is

by

live

first

he alone remain-.

The
June

who

the oldest of the early settlers both
irth count) and in the Sixth con-

8.

birth 01 Henry V. Faris
1838. in Delaware county.
1

a son of

was on
l

Robert and Esther

1

Max-

Henry Faris was re
well) Faris.
the farm and attended school through the
winter months a part of the time.
brothers taking turns, as all could not he
spared at once, two g ing one winter ami
I

the other

two having the advantage during

the next winter, forty days being
Our subject
attendance for one winter.
would glady have embraced opportunities
this he ci uld
In later years extensive reading and o mmunication with the
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world has made him more than usually intelligent and well informed.
Until he was twenty years old our subject remained at home, but in September,
1859, ne joined his half-brother Irwin, who

inson county, J. J. and C. L. Prather and
D. Walker, they came to Ellsworth
county and these pioneers became prominent
later in connection with the Indian out-

was temporarily

The two Prathers took up a claim 11
w
creek, in what is now Barton count} and a
stage station of the Kansas Stage Company,
was established on this claim, on the stage
road from Fort Riley to Fort Lamed. Air.

located at Adair, Iowa, having been absent) from Ohio for several years.
The latter was about to join an expedition
to Pike's Peak, and Henry decided to accompany him. They procured their outfit
at Davenport, Iowa, consisting of four wagons and an equal number of ox teams, while
there were nine men in the company. They
reached Council Bluffs and were there met
by persons who gave them unfavorable reports and the party decided to go into camp
until they could take counsel together and
find out what had best be done under the
circumstances.
They finally agreed to hake
chances and accordingly set out for Fort
Riley, by way of Marysville, reaching the
former place about exhausted.
There the
party engaged in rafting logs down the

Smoky

Hill river

from

a point

upon the

site

of the present city of Enterprise to Junction
City, there being much good timber here,
some of the growth being black walnut and
cottonwood.
This replenished their resources and from June. 1859, t0 September,
i860, they were employed in this work,

spending intervals in hunting buffalo on
the Solomon river. The first buffalo killed
and the first one that our subject ever examined was a straggler that strayed in
among the oxen, and it was killed on the
present site of Minneapolis, Ottawa county,
by a volley fired by the entire party, each
member being anxious to slay the first buffalo.

While in camp on the river in September,
1859, our subject spent about one month
putting up hay on a government contract,
This hay was cut on
first big bend
above Junction City, and the mowing was
all done with a scythe.
The party at this
lime consisted of our subject, his halfbrother Irwin, and Hector P. Spurgeon. a
step-brother by his father's former marriage.
In September, i860, with others
whose acquaintance they had made in Dickto

supply Fort Riley.

the Sin. >ky Hill bottom, in the

S.

break.

G

1

-

,

Walker had charge of the stage for this
company and another member of the arty,
J. Peters, became a partner with the Praters.
One morning seven Cheyenne Indians
1

rode to the stage house and after a few minapparently friendly conversation!,

utes of

fire upon the station party,
Mr. Walker and taking them all by
surprise, Mr. C. L. Prather being the only
one who retained enough presence of mind

suddienly opened

killing

to return the

one

rifle

fire.

In rapid succession he fired

after the other at the retreating In-

dians and succeeded in unhorsing three of

them before they were beyond his range, and
these were either killed or died of their
wounds.
These were clays which called for great
personal courage and the conditions prevailing made the pioneer a man among men, a
type which stands to-day for all that is honest, brave and self-sacrificing.
Mr. Paris lo>cated a squatter's claim, which, upon the survey being made, pr< wed to be the northwest
quarter-sections, 27-15-7, and here he erect-

ed a log cabin, sixteen by eighteen feet. Previous to coming to Ellsworth county, our
subject had taken a timber claim, in Dickinson count};, rented some land and planted
a crop but realized nothing from it. en account of the drouth of i860, so that his real
farming in Kansas began in the spring of
1861, when he broke twenty-five acres and
obtained a good crop of seed corn.
When
not engaged in agricultural labor our subject hunted buffalo for hides ami tall. w. and

marketed these in Leavenworth, and thus
was able to live through the first year, as
time buffalo were still plentiful and
were easily approached.
In 1863 our subject, with three others,
went on a buffalo hunt on Spellman creek,

at that

BIOGRAPHICAL HIS
in Lino In county, and killed fifty buffaloes
v urs,
stopping then because they
could take care of no more, the results from
being erj satisfactory.
565 the brother of our subject was
\

nd

I

tenr)

lived

w

brother

his

ith

and wife until Februarj 23, [871, when be
was united in marriage, at Kewanee, Illinois, to Miss Emma Pitzel, a dbughber of
Benjamin and .Mary J. (Combs) Pitzel.
Mts. Faris was born in Crawford county,
Ohio, and in 1854 the parentis removed to
Illinois.
Arnzi Faris, a younger bm hher of
our subject, came to Ellsworth county, in
1866, and from that date until the death of
Irwin, the three brothers were assi mated
together, this being a family in which the
Baternal

The

feeling

was strong.

of

the present

site

Subject

is

proved

in

a

home of our

forty acres which he

tract of

1879, this being located on secand he owns eighty acres on

^,-j.

1

and

54,

hundred and forty acres

six

1367

a- been identified with alnio-t
enterprises of hi- locailitj
the time of their earliesl settlemenl

ject

all

1

of

from

.

when

tfhey were given the contracts fro 11 tin
eminent and the railroads to suppl) lum

hay,

Mi

to

etc.,
.'i

I

is,

.

latet

it

educational

of this sketch,

mad<
after

ntj

vement.

n
tine

its

organiza-

and was made the

tion,

first tpwnship trusservice in that capacity being highly
satisfactory, a- he made tiie assessment at

tee, hi-

an expense of but seventy five dollars to the
county, the previous one having o St live
hundred dollars. Since then he ha- declined
office, with the exception of that of justice
of the peace, which appointment was made
by Governor
>sborne.
[owever, in [874
be was given unsought the nomination on
the Independent iicke; for the legislature,
and although the nomination was made but
ten days prior to election, he was defeated
by bin four votes, his friend- later believing
that he could have successfully contested the
I

1

on sections 26-27. Gradually he has added
one timl er tract after another and now owns

decisi

a valuable stock farm on Clear creek.
For
ear- iie has engaged extensively
in cattle feeding and grazing, keeping from

of

one hundred and fifty to two hundred bead
ping ab ait one hundred head each
year.
.Mr. Paris cultivates
b nil one huusixty a -re- of his
>\\ n
Iamd and
for farming purpos s.
•-<) Mr.
Faris erected a tw sborj
-deuce, with basement flagged with
sti ni
of the most comfortable and comIt is noted
in this locality.
rous hospitality which is here
is rrw
esby our subject and

of the first school di-trict of the coun
has been an active member of tie school

'

:

.

;

1

I

•

In a

wife.

i

pioneer day-,

f.

r

way

this

is

relic

a

then each settler

of

found a
and each

in the home of
ersonal interest in the other's wel-

I

1

b

'aid

fare.
For several years after Mr. Faris located here, not a habitation nor a military
be found between his location

wa-

Rocky Mountains.
The family to which our subject
ec me kn vvn through Ellsw
1

fi

r its

high character, the

g to be an

h

nt

»red

1

<ne.

>r

man;

1

In

rs.

mat-

1

intellectual

and cultivated

lady,

charm-

of

a factor in

m

pro-

good feeling and morality in this
section.
Alth nigh n
e been
lorn 10 our genial subject and his wife, so
many hoi
el een reared
by them with parental care, that their hosting

1

pitable

home

has beer, kindly mentis

ins'

1

fi

'inc."

a

tied

name which

as
re-

honor upon its kind inm.
Mr. Faris most naturally takes a deep

liedberth

name long
<

religious

1

1

county

fi

Mr. Faris has been prominent, and
ne of the organizers of fchi Presbyterian church at Kanapolis, and sin
has
ecu a trustee and elder.
In his wife
Mr. Faris ha- a most capable helpmate in
both public and social life, as she i- a highly
ters, also,

isrt

i

:

*i.

Mr. Faris ha- invariably been in favor
educational enterprise which his
judgmenl decided 1.. tx tin- esl for bhe cc«nmunity. and he assisted in the organization
every

>ur sub-

interest in the

df

I

in

those

who. with him. have done so much for this
was the prime mover in the

1
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organization of the Old Settlers' Associaton
of Ellsworth count,} and was chosen as its
first president, serving in that capacity frequently ever since and has been active in
-

,

keeping up the interest. In politics lie is a
radical Republican, and an active supporter
of the principles of that great party, and also
he has been one of the leading organizers of
the Fanners' Alliance.

In every relation of
life Mr. Faris has borne well his part and is
a type of American citizenship of which his
state

is

FRANK HEWITT.
Frank Hewitt, an enterprising

repre-

sentative of the agricultural and stock-rais-

Kingman

county, is a gentleman who oaves his success entirely to
his own efforts and well may he be termed

He lives
the architect of his own fortune.
on section 18, Liberty township, and is one
of the native sons of Kansas, his birth having occurred in Wheatfield township, Dickinson county, August 9, 1872. The family
is of English lineage and was founded in
New Jersey at a very early period of AmerMoses Hewitt, the greatican history.
grandfather of our subject, was born in
New. Jersey and was the captain of a colony
that emigrated to Athens county, Ohio,

when that region was just emerging upon
a state of civilization. At one time he was
captured by the Indians, who were preparing to cook him when he managed to slip
his hands from the thongs that bound his
His son,
wrists and make his escape.
Pardon Hewitt, the grandfather of our subject, was born in Athens county, Ohio, and
spent the greater part of his life in Athens
He married a
and Muskingum counties.
Miss Cranston and devoted his life to farmHis death ocand teaching school.
in.:
curred about 1S74. The family are Methodists and hold responsible positions in thai

In
church. One of them is now a bishop.
Newton,
family were eight children:
of
a fanner, fruit-raiser and lumberman
Athens county. Ohio; Ephraim, who lives

his

;

;

;

;

;

mon schools acquired his education. After
in teaching for a number of terms
he entered college and became a well informed man.
He served with an Ohio
regiment in the Civil war and was a brave
and loyal soldier. Previous to this time he
had married Ellen Crawford, a native of
Athens county, Ohio. Her surviving brothers and sisters are John, who is engaged
in the real-estate business in Carthage. Misengaging

justly proud.

ing interests of

on a farm adjoining his brother Newton's
home Isaiah George, a soldier of the Civil
war, who died in Texas in 1881
Fosy,
who was the wife of Jake Wyckoff and died
in Dickinson county, Kansas James, a farmer and stockman of Benton county, Arkansas, his home being at Salmon Springs and
two who died in early life.
Isaiah Hewitt was born in Athens county, Ohio, in February, 1832, and in the com-

:

and also follows farming and stockraising; Letta, the widow of Samuel Stenchfield
and a resident of Logan county,
Ohio; Sadie, the wife of Amos J. Wilson,
by whom he had children; and Miley. a
foreman in the Santa Fe roundhouse at J( >psouri,

lin,

Missouri.

Two
ford,

brothers, William and John Crawemigrated from the north of Ireland

early in the nineteenth century

and

settled

Muskingum

county, Ohio.
John Crawford's wife died during the voyage and was
buried at sea. By her he had four sons,
Samuel, Arthur, William and John. After
in

settling in

by

whom

Ohio he married Sarah Johnson,
he had three sons and one daughWesley, Phile-

who grew to maturity
mon J., James and Mary.
ter

:

Wesley Crawford married Sarah Noble and had three
William X., Gilsons and one daughter.
bert
B.,
John S. and Rebecca Jane.
Philemon J. Crawford married Mary White,
by whom he had two sons and three daughJohn C. Miley
ters who reached maturity.
P., Eleanor A.. Lucetta X. and Sarah E.
James Crawford married Nancy Allen and
sons and daughters, among
"had several
whom were James. William, Nancy Jane
Mary Crawford married
and Mary Ann.

—

—

Edmund Marshall, who removed to WisPhilemon J.
consin before the Civil war.
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Craw

[816 and died in
from an abscess

ford

Iting
n

acher

accidental

in the

1

>

<

1

w

.

He

age.

!'

remain- now

lie

l>\

Unto
born twelve children.
daughters
Ida,

subject

— seven

:

!

'erry

were

lull,

1

the

Methodist Epis-

mrch and a practicing physician.
Mary White Crawford was b
Pennsylvania and died in Logan, Ohio, in
[895.

1^9

Her

those of her husband in

church, Athens

gaged in railn ad work in southeastern Missouri in 1886, since which time nothing has
been heard from him; Maggie, win. was the
wife of John Goodrich and died in PortIn
land,
while her hu
now an inmate
<

.

1

county, Ohio.
John <.'. Crawford married
Eliza Sheffield, by whom he had two sons,
S.
au<i
Edmund M. Miley P.
Crawford married Luella Smith, by whom
Eail C.
he had one son and one daughter.
and Nellie. Eleanor A.
rawford married
Isaiah Hewitt, by whom -he had six sons
Webster }.. George I'..
and live daughters.
Newton, Frank P., Wilbur W., James, Ida
M.. Maggie M., Lenna, Be.-^ie and Ruth.
ird
married Samuel
eld, by whom she had one son and
ighters,
Albion, Winona and Irma.
Sarah E. Crawford married Amos J. Y\ ilson, by win an she had two daughters, Xellie
and Mabel.
After the war the father of our subject
returned to Athens county, Ohio, where he
in teaching scln -1 until 1868, when
he removed to Putnam county, Missouri,
where he also taught fur several years. He
then came to Kansas and secured a claim in
Dickinson county, and a- .-cine of hi.- sons

—

(

—

—

were Id en nigh to carry on the work of
farm lie left that task to them while he
continued his educational work.
Here he
remained until 1888, when he went to Medicine Lodge township, in Barber county, preempting the southeast quarter of si
upon which he made his home until his
death, which occurred December 28, 1900.
His wife died about 1893 and both are
buried in Mumford cemetery in that county.
They were members of the M
church and wen
-.'ted people.
The father was at one time a stanch
Republican but afterward became a radical
1

the

•

er in the

membership in the

Grand Ari

Lodge.

iiy.

1

Kansas

r county
acher and

1

,

who

Lena,

;

is

now

the

\\

died

formerly a
of JehiaJ

ife

Frazee, a stockman of Raymond, Oklahoma; Newlton, a minister of the Methodisl
church at Rush Center. Kansas; Frank, of

iew Wilbur, who operates the homefarm in Barber count) Jam
township i<). having two hundred
and eighty acre-, where he intends to make
his limine;
Bessie, who was
formerly a
school teacher and is now a trained nurse in
the In spital in Wichita, Kansas; tsaiah, who
dii d a1
th<
age
vn
yeai
>ickinson
county; and Ruth, who is attending school
Mumford. Kansas, and lives with her
in
this re\

;

stead

:

i

E

>

,

t

]

brother Will.
Frank Hewitt obtained his education in
the ci immi >n schi >ls of his nati\ e
mnty until the age of twelve years,
when
with his parent- ti
He
Barber county.
i

!

worked

''arm until twenty-two
age and then began workii
farm hand, after which he engaged in farm-

i

rs.

1

le

tchering busi
operated a threshing machine.
After selling his farm of eighty acre- he worked fi r
twi years in a blacksmith an
larper county, f
at Crystal Spring-;.
>

1

1

ling thence to

ty in

Barb

year in
1

1

hristmas

Hewitt was married

day of

that

year

Mr.

at the hi

Valley township, Barber c unty, to Miss
Ida L. Slei
n in Hammond,
a daughter of
Hannah
E.
and
(Leavitt)
C.
Sleepei
ancestry can be traced back
in

I

86

who

1

:
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who came to this country in the Mayflower.
Her grandfather, Levi Sleeper, was an only
child, his

mother dying

at his birth.

He was

near Concord, New Hampshire,
where he became a prosperous fanner and
where he held a number of public offices.

reared

The great-great-grandmother Sleeper
to

be

lived

years old.
Vinton C.
father of Mrs. Hewitt, was

ninety-one

Sleeper, (the

born near Concord, Xew Hampshire, and
pursued his education in the district schools,
later attending an academy.
'While there
the Civil war broke out and he enlisted and
served for two years,
lie then returned to
the Granite state and soon afterward married

Hannah

Using

his

E. Leaviltt, on June 16, 1866.
bounty money, nineteen hundred

he established a butcher shop at
Gilmington, carrying on the business
>r
three years, when with his little family he
b
Piatt county. Illinois.
While on
the steamer going to Xew York, in the early
stage of his journey, his purse, containing
most of his money, was stolen, so that when
he reached Illinois he had to go to work as
a laborer in order to earn the money with
which to purchase a farm of eighty acres.
In 1873 he returned to Xew Hampshire to
take care of an invalid aunt, who after a
time recovered her health and now lives with
per.
Vinton Sleeper remained in
New Hampshire for four or five years and
then returned to Piatt county, Illinois, where
he remained until 1S80, when he came to
Kansas, settling in Wellington, where for
two years he conducted a meat market.
two years he was a carpenter and
contractor.
Removing next to Earlier flinty he pre-empted a claim in Valley township,
but in 1886 returned to Wellington in order
to educate his children.
In the fall
more took up his abode on his farm,
mber of that year he went to To
peka and for a period
tree years
superintended the construction of the insane
dollars,

fi

1

asylum and

is

credited with saving the state

several th

superin-

tended the construction of several other important buildings.
The brothers and >i ters
Vinton
Sleeper are:
Mary A., the wife
V
1

E

-

1

.

Moore, of Loudon Ridge,

Xew

Hampshire;

John, a resident of Concord. Xew Hampshire; Ida B.. who is engaged in teaching
school in Concord; Edwin,
the old homestead at

who

is

located on

Loudon Ridge. Xew

Hampshire.
Mrs. Sleeper, the mother of
Mr-. Hewitt, was one of a family of eleven
children, including a half-brother.
ents
were William G. and

Her
Marv

parE.

(French) Leavitt, who were of English descent on both sides.
Her brothers and sisters were
Stephen, a successful manufacturer and inventor of Montrael, Canada,
who has invented a skate, hay-press, stumppuller, safe lock and other important and
:

very useful devices: Sarah, the widow of
Jed Bachelor, of Loudon Ridge; Maggie,
the wife of Charles Smith, of Tilton. Xew

Hampshire; Abbie, the wife of Scott Mooman, of Isabel, Barber county, Kansas;
William G., a farmer of Piatt county. Illinois; Herbert, also an agriculturist
f that
community; Harry, of Piatt county, an inventor and manufacturer of a device for dehorning; Luther, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church living in the same lo1

cality;

fancy.
parent.-

and two children who died in inMr. and Mrs. Sleeper became the
of six children: Anna, who died in

infancy in Monticello, Illinois; Birdie, who
died in infancy also in Illinois; Mrs. Hewitt: Mary E.. the wife of Mack S. Shinliver,
who is connected with the Standard Oil
Company at Whiting. Indiana; Victor E.,

a farmer of Valley township. Barber county,
Kansas; and a son that died in infancy.

Mrs. Hewitt was educated in the Wellington high school and was graduated in the
class

of

1

She

89 1.

also

studied

mental music for four or

instru-

five years and has
and since her marriage.
Unto -Mr. and Mrs. Hewitt ha- been born
one child. Floyd Vinton Hewitt.
After hi- marriage Frank Hewitt engaged in farming for one season in conne
tion with his brother Will ami then
interests, removing to Liberty
Kingman o unity locating where Mr. Hall
now resides. There he resided during the
remainder of the season and in the spring of
1900 removed to the Carlisle ranch in the

'taught both before

1

,
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pan

.southern

of

where

the township,

managed

he

'37i

into the ra

the property and
ing for a year. In the spring of 1901 he represent place
f
residence,

business until

I

scab

the

di

d he then brut his

ci

1

1

rs.

one

I

le

planted

Ion--

Republican

hundred

for the

acres and cu
wheat, and ah
same purp se. In th<

he purchased a

her land

1

j.

built a

where he purchased

family which

where he

il)

ugh but
I).

11

[i

with

tilled

several

years

ler

I

the

(

»dd

Fell

>\\

members

living in

s

1

V-

of the

;

was

riflemen, and

ling,

was

ject.

Mr.

ir

killed

th

1

:

city in

1877.

Mr. Conkling was in Herunty, Xew York, in February. 1847.
is
a son of Abraham and Sarah
whi 111 were also
the Empire state.

1

1

til

[865.
In the

Mini

fall

I

where
1872, coming then
Illinois,

he resided from 1867 to
to Kansas.
Locating in R
took up a large tract of land,

'.icing

cultivation.

Here

it

lie

in

fine

started

removed

there in busi

Kansas.

and the
outlook, he made arrangements to return
tntry

his affairs

ii

[877 he permanet
ted in Mill vane, on the line between Sumner
and Sedgwick counties, where he c;
agricultural operations and also engaged in
the mercantile business.
When ''
inflation of land values started in Kansas,
In

tl

war.

N<

1874. coming then

I

tany years a farmer

of the

at

of 1S1.5 our subject

'i

Conk-

ur sub-

remained

ateh,

1

-e

in

since [874,

during the

Peter K.

.

in

President

of

n

i

barged
-

I

'

.

b

mty

in

[864.

I

war. wihit

prominent and well known business
oi Hutchinson, Kansas, is Daniel

nently I

service

in

.uif until

)ry T< rtugas to do
garrison dut) and he was a member of i; at
the time, a.t Fort Jefferson, when
Dr. Mudd, McLaughlin, Arnold,
and Spangler, were sent there for imprison-

i

who

(

w.i

ment, after thi
Lincoln.
One of Mr.
John E. Conkling, enlisted

ninty.

DANIEL CONKLING.

Conklin,

Conk-

iel

.

prising farmer, a loyal citizen and a genial.
he and his w ife

O

D

-el.

One Hundred and Tenth New

remained

t

ment

.

successful and enter-

inv friends in the

partment

he

Fraternally

lit]

a

I

with prompt-

and with the Modern

1

lie

d mil-

to

country.

rs in this

built a get

-ing- his duties

citizen

the

ight a hit
street,

Mr. Hewitt has

A

at

th in the

\va

tw<

fi

nected

ed

t<>
Mr. and Mrs. Conkling numbered nine,
our subject and ins bi
V. of

lertaining to fai

on Main

.llis.:

1.

bushels of grain.
In the spri
Sold "tit his threshing' machil
,.

of this count)

age of eight)

Case threshing
and separator, for which he paid tv
sand dollars, and this
ed during
the summer, threshing some sixty thousand

and

.

I
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keen business man, managed a large amount
of property, both in the city and also in the

farming

He

districts.

platted and sold

many

additions to the city and realized a handAt one time he owned eighteen

some sum.

hundred acres of land, but he has sold
with

exception

the

tracts,

three

of

all

eighty-acre

one of these being very valuable, as

it
adjoins the city.
When the inevitable
collapse in land yaues came, Air. Conking
did not suffer as did many others, as he had

all

his

land

clear

so

that

no

judgments

could be obtained against it.
Since that time Air. Conkling has been
interested

number

of enterprises,

BIXGER.

H.

The value

of careful and thorough preparation for and strict and conscientious attention to the business of life has been demonstrated in the career
f Gustav H. Bin1

Holyrcod, Ellsworth county, KanBinger was born at Quincy, Illinois, July 30, 1867, a son of Herman and
ger, of

Air.

sas.

Mary

Ellen (Lange) Binger, natives of
Hanover, Germany.
His father, who was
a cabinet-maker, came to Quincy about \>.
5,
when that now flourishing city was only a
small village, and new at the age c f seventy-

cessful in almost everything he undertakes.

seven, is still in business there with an establishment on Alain street.
Herman and Alary Ellen (Lange)

tics he is an active worker for the
Republican party, although he seeks no office for himself, enjoying the confidence of
the leaders, and ably performing the duties

Linger had children, named
Edward,
Gustav H., Herman and Mathilda. Edward
and Herman are in the foundry business at
Quincy, Illinois, and Mathilda is the wife f

of delegate to the various conventions.
The marriage of Air. Conkling was in

Edward Eberling, of that city.
mer marriage Air. Binger had

in

a

excellent business capacity

making him

his

suc-

Kansas, to Airs. Emma A. LivingThomas Campbell, who
prominent attorney and a well known
politician of that city.
Three children have
been born to this union, namely:
Hazel;
Jean Alarie; and Dimple.
Airs. Conkling
is a lady of education and refinement, and
Lyi ns,

:

1

follows:

William

ston, a (laughter of

Reliable Poultry

was

John

is

a

bell.

a

noted jurist. Judge Campchildren born to the first marriage

sister to the

The

of Airs. Conkling are
Ralph T. Livingsft n.
a resident
f Indian Terrifo ry,
and Nellie,
:

i

Barl K. Livingston.

The

beautiful family residence of Air. Conkling
was erected in 1885, where a delightful hospitality

friends.

is

dispensed

to

Conkling

a

wide

circle

of

connected with
the Ladies' Relief Corps, and is most highly
esteemed in social life in Hutchinson. On

June

3.

Airs.

icjoo,

Air.

is

Conkling was seriously
car accident, in which

injured in a street
three others were killed.

Air. Conkling has
been so identified
with public affairs in this part of Kansas
that lie has become an authority in many
line-.
He has been an important factor in
building up and advancing this section and
is known and highly regarded by all through
1'1'ty.

is

By

a for-

children as
the proprietor of the

Farm

at

Quincy, Illinois;

extensively interested in copper mining at Wyoming; Alary is the wife of
Charles Eberling. of Quincy, Illinois.
is

Gustav H. Binger was reared partly in
partly in the United States,

Germany and

and finished his education in the city schools
at Quincy, Illinois.
When he was twelve
years old he was apprenticed to the firm of
Schermerhorn & Wells, of Quincy. to learn
the pattern-maker's trade, and he was employed in their establishment eight years and
a half.
In January, 1888, before he was
twenty-one years of age, he went to Kansas, and for four months worked on a sheep
ranch at Dillon, Decker county. After that
he engaged
in

in contracting work at building,
Decker and Marion counties, and was

thus employed a year and a half, when he
went to Lorraine, Ellsworth county, where
he continued in the same line of enterprise.

April 12, 1 89 1, Air. Binger married
Alary Janssen, a daughter of Professor E.
and Eva (Trump) Janssan. Professor
Janssen was for some years the proprietor
of a private college at Green Garden. Illinois, but was obliged to seek another climate
C.
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went

health and

of his

the benefit

for

the

man

church, in towa.
he returned to Q
a promisi ig

building

and

in

G

mi

ah<

Hoi

I

After his

Baptist
e

to

373

men.

men

111

and

the enterprising
of the county and

[i

!

where he opened

d build( r, bul befi >re he had
been there a year his young wife died and a
year ami a half after he went there he went
to Kansas and bought eighty acres of land
in Valley township, three and a half miles
is
attempts at
were attended with disastrous rend the hail not only injured his
crops but damaged his hous<
dings very materially.
But nothing daunted, he enlarged his
mewhat,
and twice lost crops
ring two
hundred acres. One year h<
and was obliged to finish seeding
with a borrowed one
He cleaned up an
f
twenty-nine bushels to the acre
i

and sold

it

a;

attractive and

know them.

year's crop

a

k'>

By his first marriage he had one
Hi- presenl wife, whom he
Edward.
[894, was

son,

!

ma

Wilkin

J. J.

who came

lis

to the

Germany.
to Kansas by her parents.
Her father, who
was a minister <>\ the German Baptist
church and pastor of tin- church atLorraine, Ellsworth

1

indebt-

:

'

hun
After Mr. Binger had turned his hack on
ed his present business

agricultui

by buying a stuck of goods and a building
iginal

1

1-.

1.

hut he hail had
ly
farming, and b « >k ad\ a
his farm for twenty-

at

building

by twenty-five feet,
lditii n to it covering

fry

by thirtyinal
stock invoiced at
eleven hundred dollars, and at this time his

I

E.

I.

KIXINGER.

Kininger

is

Kininger drug store
vvhi

.

etor of the

tl

at

Kanapolis,

ike

young bush

prompted by laudable

ready won
with gre
was born in
February, 1867, and

wall

ts,

'

Ttakers'
'

of a line hearse

paper.

owner

arid.

tire.

at

in

I

[aysville

for a

numl

the lat-

r

1

taking up

l8£

where

nsas,

r

There

years.

le

seph and

is

Margaret (McLaughlin) Kini
mer a native of Pennsylvania, while
ter was horn in
and

1

he 7th of

1

lie

time thi
ken up her
was very active

lie

several

died in 1898, since which
her ohildrei
"th.

in public affairs,

The

;'ie

lice

the annual raef

father

and

He

al-

icerning the

is-

:\)y experienced

authoritative

1

ambition), has al-

-

under

Wil-

United Stat
She was broughl when

kins,

was much

better, an

five

Ls

church.

seven thous aid

.'

who

all
|

In politics he

sixteen cents a bushel, and
nexjl

edness qui

h

of his family are highl

day and gave an
vhich he

believed

:

tghly up-to-date in every

p

to

him and

his wife

In connection with the business

were born eight
;

living-,

namely

:

Franklin \Y.

named

who

chil-

are yet
served on

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

1374

the staff of the Toledo Blade: Jennie, the
wife of C. G. Wilson, a resident of Jacksonville, Fli rida; Ella L., the wife of Dr. Hissem. of Ellsworth: Jessie, the wifv
O'Dobbell J. E.. of this review.
J. E. Kininger spent his youth in his parents' home and began his educate n in the
public schools, later continuing his stud;

normal school and in a college at
In 1887 he accepted a podrug store, and at different times
he has been salesman in pharmacies in Kansas City. Denver, Butte, Montana and in
other places. He has also studied in an Indiana college. In September, 1898. he purchased the store of which he is now owner
from its former proprietor, Gord Halleds,
and he now has a well appointed establishment, supplied with a complete line of drugs,
toilet articles, paints and oils, in fact, everybe found in a first-class drug store.
ies

a

in

Haysville, Ohio.

sition in a

1

He

re
business
i-

.

1

f

the leading

young

men of Kanapolis. He does not
fear that close application to business without which there can be no success.
He is
also ambitions and determined, and his efforts

are

ment.

guided

He

is

\<\

1

citizen

and a p

fellow

A man of strong influence in his community, whenever parties
got into dispute over anything and could
not quietly settle their differences they
state legislature.

M

mg man

of the teachings of the church and his life
exemplified his Christian belief.
His wife
bore the maiden name of Catherine Hedley,

pi

is

litics

circle of friends is extensive.

STEPHEN

S.

ARCHER.

Scotland and to England does Stephen S. Archer turn to trace the early ancestral history of his family, but prior to the
Revolutionary war his ancestors came to
the new
world.
It is on the
paternal
side
that
the
Scotch
strain
his
in
blood is
found, while on the maternal
side
he is of English lineage.
His
great-grandfather,
Archer,
was
Joseph
one of the heroes who fought for the independence of the nation. His son Joseph, the
grandfather, was bom and reared in VirThe maternal grandfather. Isaac
ginia.

nld

go

decision

r

t

:cl

and they became the parents of
and three daughters, of whom live sons and
si

a

To

of the Knownothing party.
His
townsmen recognizing his worth and
him to represent them in the

ability elected

con-

[n

he i- a Republican, and fraternally he
nected with the Modern Woodmen oi
ica.
In Kanapolis he is recognized

wh^se

member

to him with the matter and his
was always accepted, for h's repuhonesty and fairness was above
question.
He was an active member of the
Methodist church and during most of the
time he served as class leader.
His unshaken faith made him a c'.evi
follower

sound business judgg a liberal and

constantly increasing patronage,

Hedley, was horn in Pennsylvania, and
when only fifteen years of age joined the
colonial army, aiding in the establishment of
the republic.
He was a farmer by occupation and lived to be about one hundred years
of age.
He was married in the Keystone
state and afterward removed to Ohio, being
a member of one of the first colonies to settle
in that state across the river from Wheeling.
James Archer, the father of our subject, was
reared upon a farm and assisted in its cultivation, in connection with which he also
worked at the miller's trade. Later in life
he engaged in merchandising but never left
his home farm. In public affairs he was active and was a well known and prominent

1

la

tighter are yet living.

The

father died

of typhoid fever at the age of sixty-eight
years, but his memory is still enshrined in
the hearts of all who knew him.
Mr. Archer, whose name begins this
review, was educated in the public schools
and reared upon a farm, devoting his at-

work of fields and meadow
he had attained maturity, when he
In the fall
learned the carpenter's trade.
of [856 he started for the west, driving
across the c< untry, and in February, 1S57,
he located north of the present site of Ot-

tention to the
until

Kansas
tawa. Franklin county, Kansas.
City was then a small town, and Kansas
been founded, while
City, Kansas, had m
t

BIOGK.irillCAL
rmer there was not

w

k

and were endured

life

i

me hum

;

ttention

seen

that

in

About

locality.

Dients

enterprise

his

to

thrift,

e

al-

most

was reared

stand

fifteen y<

fifty

irth

Ira,

:

Xew York,

and

["hi

and

five

en"

M. McFi

hundred and thirty-four acres of land, of
which two hund
under cultivation while the remainder is pasture and
'and.
ie was here ad
gaged in farmii
J

R

of

]..

Farm.

Mr. Archer always
party

n
i

with the
adhered

affiliated

while

it

riginal
|

E

the active workers in

has served a-

U-

m<

a

committee
delegate

I

living retired.

to
1

that

-

-

1
of

in

Montana.

He was wounded

thirteen

m

3,

the battle of Holl;

skirmishes,
in

ti

1

do

under

being

has

conventions, but

re-

offi

He

so.

preferred

;

!

given

his

to

I

ures of

he has
gained

home life, and
won success, and

Army

in

1

in the

'.

1

which go to make
formerly a
Post at 1

life

wi rth

the living.

member

thirty-rive years

the

S

its

1

ai

infantry.

Tennessee, Kentucky. Arkan-

him, but was never very severely injured.
He participated in the battles of Tupelo,
and the Price raid, lasting sixty-

many

its

accept

•

solicited

O mp

the

o unMissouri; Orla Eugene, of Lawrence,
Marcene, of Tacoma, Wasl
and Ora Mary, the wife of Milton
ly.

1

<>t

of Big

ns,

Springs,

although

now

of

1

of Douj

r

he spent two yeard
In January. 1895, he arrived
and
purchased three
county

-

wife

1

[ageman,

had
y
daughname-

I

deceased
Ellen, the w ife
the

A.,

skill.

res

V,

lived to be married,

w a merchant

ni

Mary
I

ich

Missouri.

1\

in

whom

of

ters, all

:

leaving Franklin county he removed to

where he

Hannah A.

children, three sons

eight

his

still

in

,

building business
hands is widely

the

to

residences and barns

On

.

i

and the workmanship of
he

did nnt

lie

-

ei

1857, Mr.
Davis,

nary,

F'

Miss

-c,

but

s

tith 01

Archer married

d<

.us.

to

trust.
e

g

waj

hardships and out-

to

.

al

.

5

unbounded confidence in his men and they
shi wed that they were in every w

ated for about five hundred dollars:

Mr. Archer took up his
ek, pre-empting
sixty acres of land ami

'37

i

could have purch;

[e

:

building in

a

icated

1.

HISTORY.

United Brethren

cl

all

fighting.
r

army and

ALEXANDER

never remaii
an six day-

in

one

an acti
which he rend.

place.

certainly

very valuable.

g

and the service
vernment was

The regiment made
the-\

were

re;

1

Bl

IILEAU.

His was
of the extensive land

owners of central Kanof eight hundred an

-

'

e tract

he wealthy far-
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mers and stock dealers of

this portion of the

Sunflower state, his home being on section
4. Clear Creek township. Ellsworth county.
A native of Ohio, he was born March
19, 1846. and trace; his ances'.n
the land of hills and heather, for his grandfather, John Boileau, was born i;i Scotland,
whence he crossed the Atlantic to Penn-

where

sylvania,

occurred the birth

of Jo-

seph Boileau, the father of our subject.
ip

tti<

He

and died when

11

•

f<

nr years of

He married Levan Gabriel, and they
age.
were the parents of four children, our subject being the second, in order of birth. Afthe mothter the death of her first husban
1

er married again.

Boileau. whose name
review, remained upon the

Mr.
this

until

years of age,

fifteen

introduces

home farm
when the patri-

otic spirit of the

the
f the south to overtbn w
the 12th of August, 1861, he
joining the boys in blue of Company H, Twenty-sixth Ohio Infantry. During the first nine months he was on guard

the attempt

1

On

Union.

in the mountains of Virginia and then
joined the Army of the Potomac, particiaid Run.
pating in the second
Antdetam, after which he
joined Rosecrans in Tennessee.
He then

duty

l,

in the engagements at ChattanooLookout Mountain. Missionary Ridge,
which lie joined C<
nel
in the S
dley.
In the Lynchid he was wounded and thus his
service was ended.
He was taken to the
hospital at Parkersburg, Virginia, where he
remained from the 2d of July until the 24th
:

ga,

after

of

1

er,

:b

1

£ 4.

when.

'-'•1

-ably discharge
displayed bravery and valor equal to that of
many a man twice his years. He was ex-

injuries,

'

tremely 3
bore all the hardships,

trials

and rigors of
entered

spending three months in the disd six months in an academy. In September, 1869, he was married
r.
and removed t<
Iowa,
school,

and in September, 1877, came
wagons, with
head
horses
and seven or eight head
three
of
of cattle.
He located on section 6, Clear
Creek township, Ellsworth county, where he
secured a soldier's homestead.
He then
for nine years,

to Kansas, driving through in

fourteen by sixteen feet,
which was one of the first in this vicinity,
and immediately he began to break his land.
For nine years he remained upon that farm,
successfully conducting its cultivation, and
then purchased a quarter section north of
where he now lives. He also bought eighty
his present home and erected thereon
acres
a stone residence.
His attention was first
given to the production of grain, but he is
n a
r.ow carrying on the stock business
He has
considerable magnitude.
one white-faced bull and two Durhams
and he keep on hand about one hundred
and twenty-three head of cattle. He also
has three fine stallions, a Norman shire and
a coach.
He has also done quite an extensive business in the raising of mules, which
As
he has found to be a profitable work.
his financial resources have increased he has
added largely to his landed p
is to-day the owner of eight hundred and
ninety-two acres of valuable land, of which
about two hundred acres is under cultierected a house,

f

1

1

vation.

On the 9th of September, 1869. Mr.
was united in marriage to Mary E.
Miller .and unto them have been born five
[oseph M.. a farmer; Charles S..
children:
of Oklahoma Clydie. the wife of J. W. Mil;

'

r,

1

f

(

>klab

ma

:

Julia

F..

who married

Sole? and is living in
exander Carl S., who is at
home. Mr. Boileau votes the Pr
ticket, is interested in politics, as every true
American should be, and has served as a
delegate to the conventions of his party. He
lias been township treasurer and for two
terms has served as township truste<
Gi >rge \V.

midaininglv.

Retu

where he engaged in teaching school for two
years and then turned his attention to farming.
His experience in the fields in early
youth now stood him in good stead, enabling him to prosecute his work with intelligence.
He resided in Appanoose county

.

:

BIOGKArilIC.lL HISTORY.
ally

he

connected with Ellsworl
His life has been somewhat quietlj

is

exciting incidents, but
it

is

the

and

i

ming

le

I

er been

fr<

m

acti

an influential

is

£

and private

faithful to the duties of public
life,

which enabled hii
interests and retire

ter.ee

and business.

usiness he

i

carried

i

great weight and he ha
vvi

irk

fi

t

his party.

ie

J

Lyons, and he and his

CLA1 D

R.

lUNG, M.

Y(

D.

of a

fruits

the

daughter
ig
-

the native sons and pr
of Rice ci nmt;
Kansas,

h

im and

er

I

[annah

R,

is

.

Young,
township. February

Centre

Claud

[875,
annal ti)

t6,
'••

1

x
>

>ung.

I

lis

was Jacob Young,

paternal grandfather

1

and a relative of General

Crist.

lie
in

was

w

finds

ball

•

and

tysburg he rewound throug

wound

him

disabling

fi

r

received

also

ty,

which

in

•

1873.

when he
nty,

tate

Farm

in

Jaspi

he

is

a

!

:

of William

A

1

Nancy, who married William Mort n: and
an auctioneer.

Mr. and Mrs.

The mar-

\

with

>sed

three children, namely:

Ernest, a printer

by occupation; Jay. a commercial sal
and R. Claud, the subjeel of this sketch.

The

fat in

is

a

member -of

indent Ordei
Aid As

ernal

,hile

wife is a Daughter of Rebekah.
R. Claud Young, tl

where he

I

much

1S79 he moved to L;
'

valu;

Windom

Enterpris

his

this re.

m

g which
I

He

of the Presbyterian
church and a strong Republican.
dren were
Jai
seph, also an attorney; Mar

'

In

deeply

is

and snecess.

of age he went
a farm.

and

d

member

•

I

until

1

with his

institution

ivith

;

Receiving an
returned to Pennsylvania
:rward moved
wa. where he engaged in farming,

remaining

'

;

!

minie

me

pi<

5,

!

the last

1"

-

a

Penn-

r.
Abraham, the father
Dickson.
cur subject, was reared in Penns
remaining at home until 1862, v
for
patriotism induced him to volunteer
service in the Civil war, and for three years
the Union. At
he brave!
ill Run he was

a

Tin mas
Pennsylvania, a

reputation.

'

having attained the ripe
He is very publicof eighty-five years.
spirited
and

"

further active service.
He
other wounds, having seven

gi

lull,

ni

1

knees,

f<

a

children,
found a g «\ home
dying at the heme of a daughter in XeAar
I lis children were:
vi,
John, Abraham, the tarn- subject: and Maria. \vl

ceived

\\i

-

Vannatti is a native
prominent fanner and a
Iowa, who accumulate

v.

": lis.

:

:

Vanuatu and a

)

eral

i

lumberman by occupation while
sylvania, but in old age came

well

is

where

i
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Herald, another weekly paper, and
accepted the foremanship of the L-.
publican office and then accepted a

then

During

inter-

with the Rice County Eagle.

in

vals he read medicine with Dr. Vermillion,

of Lyons as preceptor, and also rode with
the Doctor when visiting patients, receiving valuable instructions, and later he to* k
three courses of lectures at the Iowa Medical

where he graduated

College, at Keokuk,

He bad successfully passed be1898.
fore the board of examiners and commenced
to practice before he graduated, locating in
in

Chase where he has since remained.

Notwithstanding the old saying:
"A prophet
1- not without honor save in his own o untry." he began the practice of his pi
within a few miles of his birthplace, because he had faith in hi- own natural ability
q tired skill and through preparatii n.
and. the result has shown that he had not
overestimated his ability, for, though his
prcdecessi rs in the field had enjoyed seventeen years

1

f

successful

practice there,

in

vo years Dr. Young had secured
the principal business in his profession in

less

than

ter of

Marshall

l'ers. >ncite.

1

mer

t

community, and bought out the goodand residen
rmer competitor.
In 189
ig was united in marriage to Miss Mildred Smith, a descendant of one of the early pioneer families of
mty, where her birth ccur
tember 2~. 1881
Site is a daughter of
Mark and Hester M. Personeth Smith.
Her father was a native of Berlin, Germany, emigrated to America and v,
ried in Arkansas, s< on after which he came
to Rice county.
He was a veterina
the

will

1

of Rice county, where he died in 1882,
the faith of the Christian church, of

which his wife was also a member. They
were the parents of six children, as follows:
Hester M. Delia who became the wife of
J. Bucher; Lottie, who married O. Heath;
Motitis, a farmer: and Mark and Harry.
who are railroad men.
Dr. Young and his wife have no children, but they have a delightful home to
which the large circle of their friends ever
receive the most cordial welcome.
He is a
member and active worker of the Methodist
:

church, while his wife is a member
f
the
Christian church.
He is a member
Rice County Medical Assi ciation. is health
officer of the county and also serves as
county physician at a good salary. In his
private practice he has been remarkably suc1

cessful,
in

and

surgery,

difficult

is

especially noted for his skill

having performed some very

operations,

being particularly suc-

cessful in the operations of cancers.

only a

He

is

physician but a good
financier and business man as \.
loyal, progressive and enterprising citizen.
taking an active interest in everything pertaining to the welfare of the community and
well merits the confidence a
in which he is held by all with who
ted in private and public life.
not

skillful

.

(

g«

11I}

)

hich he followed until

which ccurred at Lyons, KanJune 20, 1900.
In politics he was a
strong Derm crat, and held some public offices.
He was a brave s> ldier of the Civil
war and for his services received a pension
from the government.
His wife survives
him and is still living at her home in Lyons.
They were the parents of two children,
namely: Mildred, the wife of our subject:
and Gertrude, who became the wife
M. Fisher. He was a member of the Christian church, as is his wife. She is a daughhis death,
sas,

1

\Y. D.

PETERS.

W.

D. Peters who has passed the seventy-third milestone on the journey of life
ami who has left behind him a career untarnished,

is

now

a well

known and honored

He claims Indiana as the state of his nativity his birth
having occurred in Switzerland county,
resident

of

Rice county.

January 10. 1828, a St 11 of Michael and Ann
(Culver) Peters, natives respectively of
Pennsylvania and Maryland.
The father,
who was of German descent, removed to Indiana in an early day, where he was married and engaged in farming.
He
"it a heavily timbered tract
land, which
1

E
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there he spent

1

ining days, his death occurring in
iur\ iving him for sorrue time.
e the parent- of seven

i

niy

i

ly

\\

.

Abraham,

>..

[saac,

Mr-.

Baptist church.

e

a

YV. D. Peters, the subjeel of this review,
remained miner the parental r £ until
i

about
to

fi

when he went
where he learned the
and also became a si

urteen. years of age,

Madison,

and topper worker, following thos

many

r

years.

1

le first

\t

war he

cause

became

a

i

E

ducted a

shop

m

At the

named engagement
wound in the rig:

last

period hi
the farm, where

active

in

Of hostilities.

front
flag,

gle

ranks,

faithfully
1<

i

divided attention to his business affairs. His
social relation- connect him with the Inde'

of

G. A. i:
In Indiana,
marriage of Mr.

and

in

Peters and

wa>

a

18;

Miss

n;

I

•

I

in

tive

the faith of the United

hich she was an
member. In 1871 Mr. Peters
ith

rn
[840, a dan

29,

Howard, wh
During the

in

Mr-.

Indiana,
rrard G.

ibeth Ryker.

of Allen
farmer.

S

tieer and
war he entered

Civil

Kentucky.
'

toward
Samuel
Mrs.

ac-

\

1

.

Mr. and
J. and

-Ryker

I

The

father

Madison, Indiana, but her mother

ay
-

subsequei tly recounty. Indiana, spending three years on a
there,

Fe

>dd

(

father was a farmer
death occurred in Indiana.
his wife were members of the
church. The union of Mr. and Ah
h one sou, Mike, w

resides in

n
I

farm

I

ness interests,
lie has never aspired to
public notoriety, preferring to give his un-

May

until the cli se
ever found in the
Id
defending the
and terrible strug-

needed his services he returned to
at Madison, Indiana.
Mr. Peters again t k up the
wed farming

He

and

a diligent

For

years he has rented his land and has devoted him time to looking after

service

He was

and when the
ng
was ended and the country

extent.

the quiet put
orker.

lie

der which rendered him unable for active
duty, and he has never fully recovered in >m
the w< und.
After spending two months
in the hospital he rejoined his command and

remained

the expii

1

C

ville.

On

Chase.

at

tl

th<

membi

Indiana Cavalry. Forty-fifth Regiment, lie
entered
mpany C, under command of
, and was assigned
to the
Army of the Potomac, with General Pleaso mmand. He took part in many
skirmishes and some hi tly contest
being the second battle
of Bull Run, Chancellorsville and
received a bullet

in

tow-

i

v.

the inaugurate n of

>

in iS6i

I

trade in Sterlii

at his

,vho

and

•

i

worked

In. liana,

tinner's trade,

I

Pe-

daughter of Samuel Culver, a
native of Maryland, and of English deHe followed farming as a life occuscent.
settler
pation and was a prominent earh
of Indiana, where he spent his remaining
James, John,
His children were:
days.
Jane and Ann.
ters

Ka

tc

cured a homestead claim
nty, which hi
and there he yet mal

Pol-

The parents were worthy

ami Barbara.

was

1

.

cli

and came

erty

570

in

1850,

in

the faith of the

Baptist church, of which her husband is
also a worthy member. They were
Sarah, now Mrs.
hildren,

—

md Mary, the wife of D.
Alter the death of his first wife Mr. Ryker
'i married, and by his second union

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
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had two children,— .\melia, the wife of
George Brown; and John A. The mother
of this family also passed away, and for
his third

wife the father chose

Anna

—

Harris,

by whom he had six children. Benjamin,
Walter A., Hadda, Gerrard, Albert and
Edgar. After the death of his third wife
Mr. Ryker married Kate Oberly, but no
children were born of that union. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Peters has been
blessed with three children, namely:
William T.. a resident of Oklahoma; Ella, the
wife of K. D. Harding, of Bushton, Rice
county: Edward J., who is engaged in the
butchering business at Chase with his brother.

The parents hold membership

in

the

church.
Mr. Peters has
and useful life and his well
directed efforts have brought to him a hand-

Congregational
active

He

enjoys the high es-

who have

the pleasure of his

some competence.
teem of

all

acquaintance,

throughout

and

this

he

is

widely

known

locality.

was reared

in the state of his nativity, and
marriage he removed to Richmond county. Ohio, where he improved
a tine farm, remaining thereon for many
years.
He afterward engaged in the hotel
business for two years, and for the same
length of time conducted a mercantile business.
Disposing of that interest, he re
turned to his homestead farm, where he
spent the remainder of his life, passing
away in 1885, at the ripe old age of ninetytwo years. In political matters he was first
a Whig and afterward a Republican, and
although he was a prominent and publicspirited citizen he never aspired to political

after

his

honors.
During the war of 181 2 he spent
some time in service. He was a prominent
and successful business man, and was wide-

known for his sterling integrity and honorable business methods.
His wife was of
Irish descent, and was a daughter of James
ly

McGuire, a prominent farmer of Virginia,
where his death occurred. He was the father of six children, namely
Jane, the
mother of our subject; Luke. Michael, Edward and two daughters who married
brothers named Davis. Unto Mr. and Mrs.
Brown were -born the following children:
:

O. G.

BROWN.

O. G. Brown, one of the prominent early
settlers of central Kansas, has been identiwith the business interests of Niles,
Ottawa county, for many years, where he
is now
serving as the postmaster and as a
merchant. He was burn in Brooke county,
Virginia, November 4, 1833, a son of James
fied

.

and Jane McGuire) Brown, natives also of
the Old Dominion, where their marriage
occurred.
James was a son of Oliver
Brown, a native of Massachusetts, and dur(

ing the Revolutionary war he served as
captain of his company. After independence
blished he joined a colony coming
west, their objective point being Marietta.

Kansas, but he located in Virginia, where
he impn ved a farm and spent the remainder of his life, Ins death occurring at his old
His children were Danforth,
homestead.
Oliver, John, George, James, Richard and
Mrs. Cohvell. Richard Brown was a Presbyterian clergyman.
The lather of our subject, James Brown,

Sarah,

who

died in early life; Ruth,

who

became Mrs. Dickey:

Mary. Sally and
died before marriage; Harriet, who became the wife of
J. Cole; Martha, now Mrs. Agiter; and O. G, the subject of this review.
The parents were consistent members of the Presbyterian church.
O. G. Brown is a native of the Old
Dominion, but was reared and educated in
Richland county, Ohio. He remained under the parental roof until he reached mature years, and after completing a college
course he taught school during the winter
Caroline,

who

months, while

in

the

summers he

assisted

home farm. He was marand in the same year removed
to Iowa, where he purchased raw land and
began the arduous task of placing his fields
under cultivation, at the same time following the teacher's profession during the winter season.
Later he was engaged in shipping stock to Chicago, conducting that business on an extensive scale until 1871, when
his father on the

ried in 1855,

WHICH, H
he returned to the home of his y< uth, there
conducting the homestead farm and caring
for his father during the remainder of his
Alter the latter's death, in [885, Mr.
days.

Brown

ca
i\a

chased a trad of

inflower state,
county, where he

1381

.

While residing
sitions

if

1

h mi

Iowa he
and trust, ha\

ing

count}

ind

pui-

and since o ming to Kansas he

sioner,

lias

1

and began the task of setting

his residence

success.

in

>r

resent inI

lie now has a fine bearing
Sunn after
orchard of the choicest fruit.
val here he also engaged in the mercantile business, but afterward disposed of

out fruit tree-,

the follov

1

fi

>r

years was employed bj

Mr. Davidson in
His next venture
which he
d
r a time, and has since resumed
merchandising, in which he is still engaged,
owning the building in which his

same

the

was

line

1

£

a

trade.

the real-estate

in

business,

fi

For

'lis

wife

Mr.

cumbent, while at the same time he act
try nubhe.
In
1901 he was ap:

pointed

and

;

in

that

ing his dunentire satisfaction
ligious matters he

oncerned.

1

1

1

In re-

is
a consistent member
of the United Brethren church.
His interest in the welfai eaj

ed county is sincere and o mmendable, and
is manifest by the hearty su]
to all

measures for the public

gi

Brown chose Miss
ttelligence

and superii r \x< rth. Her birth occurred in
Richland county, Ohio, on the 3th of September, 1835, a daughter of William and

J.

D.

BRIGHT.

j

isti

Xew

removed to Eowa in [856,
where he died in 1865, while his wife survived him until 1867, both dying in the faith
of the Methodist church.
They were the

—

parents
Paul.

of six children.
Elizabeth M.,
William, John. James and George.
is, William and James,
during the Civil war. Durmemorable struggle our subject al-

for three year-

so rendered valuable service to
:n ed as captain

thi

of a mili

pan}- for the Missi uri
exciting service during the

t\v

much

war and was a
Unto our subject

brave and
his wife have been burn the
children:
Ella S.. n< \\ Mrs. FL ra; James
William, a
V., a resident of Oklahoma
1 merchant of Xiles: Elmar W.,
and for eleven years

and

fi

:

served as postm
E.,

-

an,

wn; and Mary

;

now Mrs. Hampton.
Mr. Brown is a
ever taking an

The prominent citizen of Rice
n hi «se name is the title >f

natives respect-

r,

Pennsylvania and of the state of
Y. rk.
The father, who was a farmer

1

stanch Republicactive interest in the

1

ticle,

growth and di
Kansas and with some of
portant b
in

this ar-

has been identified with the settlement,

id

which he has discharged

all

the

its

im-

manner

re
|

ties

has

,

A

that

they have called to

him to th
ity clerk,
which he is filling with a degree of ability
and efficiency that promises v
tinuance in it should he desire to retain it.
D. Bright, whose residence is at LitI.
tle River.
urishing
in Pendletoi

Wesl Virginia,
of Willi "

;

Janu; ry
;an

who were

1

1,

Miller

born and married
William Bright was tl

in

)

Virginia.
Peter and

'.right.
n)
Pennsylvania, Elizabeth Grim
father of Peter Br
in the Genua i army w
"French leave" and came to America, locating in Pennsylvania, where he was
neer and where be married and reared a famI

in Virginia.

The
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Peter Blight
ily and lived out his days.
passed his childhood and youth in Pennsylvania and when quite a young man went to

His children were named

Virginia.

as fol-

lows: John. David, Samuel. Azariah, William
father of J. D. Bright), Mathew,
Elizabeth (Mrs. Beverly), and Mary Mrs.
Kyle).
William Bright was reared to farm
ad after his marriage settled on a
fram in West Virginia, where he
up his family. During the period of our
Civil war he was in sympathy with the
Unii >n cause, but maintained a strict neutrality until early in the struggle he was
drafted into the Confederate army.
Upon
his refusal to serve he was put under guard
and was forced to do duty with the militia.
from which he soon afterward deserted.
In revenge for that action Confederate
sympathizers burned his home and destroyed
fterward
he cast his lot with the Federals, by whom
he was employed to guide troops to the
is
of Virginia and Maryland, and
after the close of the war he was the recip(

i

1

from the state of Maryland of a medal
for gallant and meritorious service. He had
man\ times endangered his life for the flag
of his country, but he did n< t consider it

ient

home, and located
Grant county, West Virginia, where he

he married Hannah Kiester. who bore him
three daughters named Elizabeth. Lavina
and Christina. William and Susan (Miller) Bright had two children:
Susan E.,
who married a Mr. Probst, and died in Virginia in 1870, leaving a daughter and a
son,

named Lovisa and William

ively,

1

saw service at Norfolk, Virginia, in the
war of 1812, and died in Virginia in 1864.,
more than ninety years old. John and
Elizabeth
Rye Miller had children as follows: John II.. who died in Virginia; and
1

1

as the

bject

Elizabeth,

of

this

mother of the inimesketch.
His wife.
voting, and

died comparatively

A., respect-

Little

River,

Union sympathizers, were conscripted and
forced to join the Confederate army at
Orange Court House. Virginia. The next
day he managed to get away and make his
way back toward his
rmer hi me
fi

five days he suffered terribly from cold and
hunger. He did not dare return to his home
but hid himself in the mountains, where
he remained for eight months, sleeping at

night between two logs, which were his
only protection from storm and cold and
wind.
In August. 1864, in company with
his

ing.
He was a worthy member of the
Lutheran church.
William Bright was born in 1S19. and
Susan Miller, who became his wife, was
born in 1821, and died in February. 1899.
Mrs. Bright was a daughter of John and
Elizabeth Eye) Miller, natives of Virginia,
and her father was a prominent farmer who

of

Virginia, where he was offered his liberty
if he would enter the Confederate
army.
Aider a month he and two others, who were

Union

During his active life he worked
fn in time to time as a cooper and as a carmost of his time to farm-

D. Bright,

Bright was reared at his birthI).
J.
m w We°t Virginia, and
remained under the parental roof until he
was seventeen years old. when, in 1863. he
was made a prisoner by the Confederates
and sent to Belle Isle prison, at Richmond,

in

penter, but gave

J.

place in Virginia,

safe to return to his old

yet lives.

and

Kansas.

he escaped on horseback to the
where he volunteered as a private in the Eleventh Regiment. Virginia
Volunteer Infantry, in which organization
he fought for the stars and stripes until the
-1cl
of the war. experiencing many hardships and taking part in many hotly conIn one of the batties
tested engagements.
in the valley of Virginia he received a bullet wound in the right
thigh: at Cedar
Creek he received a minie ball in his right
breast and later he was again wounded, but
ni
serii usly, in the right arm.
At the time
of Lee's surrender he was with his a mmand
on the state line between Virginia and
sister

lines,

I

Maryland.

He was

mustered

<

ut

of

the

New Creek. West Virginia, and
with an honorable discharge and his pay
he returned to his former home, where he
service at

remained until
Beginning

1

Si N.

in

1868

Mr.

Bright

spent

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
travelin

in

irs

g

e

where,

Illnois,

in

in

he married and began farming on
In 1876 he removed
land.
homestead claim in Unii
ship. Rice c nnty, «

[874,
rented

of the substantial

town.
is a broad-minded man of
public spirit and he has acquitted himadmirably in every pul
which he has been called. He is a member
of the Methodist Episcopal chun h,

Mr. Bright

much

I

self

when he

[882,

1383

located at Little Riv<

boarding house,

in

ng and started
which he accommo-

men engaged

in

the completion of the

:

a

dated

rssfully until h<
g<

in

:

grain and

a

tice.

iis

busi-

and

many

time

at this

worldly success are
for a

house-

1

lars,

ml mths later he
which he managed

-.

;'

1

1887)

rea

fen

\

and

ity.

t\

til

a

th,
and of the Kni
the Knights an
Like a majority of the pioneers who went to Kansas he arrived there
with much to gain and little
!

Pythias,

li

enterprise

when he opened

1

'

In 1882 he became one of
merchants in the town, and trad-

there.

;

pendent

1

visi

yearunried in Illinois,

native of Ohio, and
:.

merchant

a general

fi

where he was
In

r

[892

and
turned

Little

to

River,

re-

where he

•

In

189
f

'

Mr. Brighl
Rice county.

v,

He was

re-elected.

1898 and again in 1900.
three years of his incumthe office he lived at Lyons, but he
E
then returned to Little RLer. where he has
to that office in

During- the

first

de his home.
Before his election
important office he filled many recity offices, ami ng
el
them th
lip clerk and township
to this

-

member

1

>f

the

oitu

and may r of Little River. In [882 he
bought seven acres of land adjoining the
cil

Little River, whi
eluded within the corporate limits of that
n which, in 189.2. he built a residence which he has since
until it is in every way attractive
le.
He lias good barns and
ings and his
irrounde
by fruit and shade trees.
He has erected
in the village and has
1

tie

1

is

where

he

(

:

Bright

;

Betts,

1

widow

childless

a

time

in

.

a

fohn Matter.

Wisconsin, remoi

where he was a successful farmer until his
from active life and wh
it
Mr. Matter had chilRiley, Martha
A., and
Mrs. Burnahin ), M
Harvey.
Mr. and Mi
re memBrethren
United
church.
e
By his
wife, who died in 1897. and who
is remen
1

'

homestead farn

Mini
River,

farmed for s< me years until he rer
Hutchinson, where he is a manufacturer of
tombstones.
Mr. Barstow was twice married.
By his first wife he had children
named .Mice, John, Martha, who married
tope; Perry and leorge.
Bj his
J.
he "had a daughter nan
rena.
J. D. and Alii
had two children:
fsafene M., w
Plank, acting deputy clerk of
P.
inty and Lli
S.,
is a painter.
Mrs. Bright, w';Mesleyan Metl
died in September, [882.
En
[884 Mr.

'

the place, and he has bought hack

inal

\ndrew

1

•

village of

'

a

Barstow, who r<
Ohio, and in 1883. from
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and an active member of the Methodist
Episcopal church. Mr. Bright had four
children
Bliss B. B.. Hazel D., Glen W.,
and Lester A. Mr. Bright's present wife,

1861.
His father, Charges H. Ru
was also a native of ibat state,
Montgomery county, in 1828. His father,
Mark Rutledge, was born in Georgia and
served as a soldier in the war of 1S12.
After arriving at years of maturity he married Miss Nancy Bostick, who was burn in
Kentucky and died in Illinois, in 1855. In

:

er of the

Presbyterian church,

Miss Buckles, daughter of Jacob
Buckles, and widow of a Mr. Pratt, who
died leaving two children. William Pratt,
of Salina. Kansas; and Claude Pratt, who

was

the year 1826 the grandfather of our subject
had removed to the Prairie state, casting in
his lot with the pioneers settlers of Montgomery county. Charles H. Rutledge. the
father of our subject, was reared amid the
wild scenes of the frontier and in 1846 he
manifested his loyalty to bis country by
enlisting for service in the war with Mexico.
In DeWitt county. Illinois, he married

household.
is
a member of his mother's
Jacob Buckles was born in Indiana and was
an early settler in Pice county, Kansas,
where be improved a good farm and where
Before locating in
he lived out his days.
Pice county, be had lived some years in
Saline county, and had improved a farm
near Salina. He married Mrs. Schoonover,
a widow, who bore him children named
James, Lewis and a daughter who is now
Mrs. Bright. By her former husband Mrs.
Buckles bad children named Mary, Susan,
Mr.
Ella, Ida and Harrison Schoonover.
Brigln has no issue by his last marriage.

Martha A. Chapin, who was born in that
county and was a daughter of Hiram and
Pattie Chapin. the former a native of North
Carolina.
Mr. and Mrs. Rutledge resided

McLean county.
when they took up
in

;

E.

to

II.

RUTLEDGE.

Nature has been bountiful in her gifts
Kansas, for the Inroad prairies and rich

lands offer excellent opportunities
for the farmer and stock-raiser, who, if he
possess energy and ambition can receive

from the

soil rich

Mr.

returns for his labor.

Rutledge is one of the enterprising and
prosperous agriculturists of Rice county,
being the proprieb r of Riverdale farm, in
Rockville township and he is one of the most
respected and worthy citizens. 'His country
seat comprises four hundred and eightyacres of rich land, in the midst of which
stands a pleasant residence, spacious barns

and good sheds.
rich pasture

There are also feed

lots,

lands, highly cultivated fields

of corn and wheat, and everything" about
the place is neat and thrifty in appearance,
indicating the careful supervision of the
owner who has been propriet r of this place
since

1885.

Rutledge was born near Bloomington,

McLean

county.

Illinois,

August

14,

Illinois,

their

Riverdale farm before
ther, however, was not
joy his new home, for
in 1886.
He had been

until

1885,
the

abode upon

mentioned.
The falong permitted to enhe departed this life
a prosperous farmer

and st' 'ck-raiser and was a good business
man. His widow still survives him and yet
lives in Rice county.
They were the parents
of seven children, of

whom

four yet sur-

namely: Stillman D., of Hutcl
Kansas; Ed H., of this review; Florence,
wife of Frank McConnell, of Little River;
and Louise, wife of William Wood, of
One child, Harvey,
Hutchinson. Kansas.
the eldest, died at the age of fifteen years,
and another died in infancy. The father of
vive,

family was a Democrat in his political
but never sought or desired the
honors or emoluments of public office.
Long a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, he served as one of its elders
for a number of years and was an exemthis

affiliations

plary member of' the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows and the principles of benevolence and brotherly kindness were exemplified in his daily life and he was
as one of the substantial and worthy
eel
citizens of every community with which he
-

was

identified.

MRS.

E.

H.

Rl'TLEDGE.

'^&^^^/2€*s&!!k4pt
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E. 11. Rutledge spent
upon the home farm in
was taught to work and

thy in

all

boyhood days
where he
and

his

Illinois,

to be honest

his dealings.

The

lessons

of his youth have been closel) followed and
have made him a successful and highl) reHe pursued his education
spected citizen.
in the public schools of Bloomingl
°
n
nty-four
nois, and in [885, at
years, he came to Kansas, where he has engaged in general farming and stock-raising,
being now the proprietor of the fine Riverdale farm, which brings to him an exeellent
return for the care and labor bestowed upon it.
Mr. Rutledge was united in marriage,
>ctober, [890,
in Rice county on the 2d of
to Miss Ida M. Mathes, a woman of intelligence and a representative of a highl}- respected family.
She was born in Missouri,
and was reared and educated in
Her father. Samuel Mathes.
flower state.
I

I

Morgan

in

county,

Illii

and a half years served as a solEighth Illinois Infantry during

for three

dier of the

the Civil war.

was married

making

a gallant record.

in Jacksonville, Illinois, to

1

fe

Miss

Susan A. Tricknor, a native of Morgan
county, that state.
His death occurred in
1901. when he had attained the age of fiftyHe had devoted his life to
seven years.
farming and in his political views he was a
Republican, while sociallv he was connected
with, the Grand Army of the Republic and
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
His widow -till survives him and
makes her home in Oklahoma. They were
the parents of five children
Ulyses, who
is
living in Oklahoma; Frank, of Rice
county: Harry; Mrs. Cora Hendricks >n. of
:

Oklahoma

:

and

Gilbert,

who

is

living in

Rice county.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Rutledge hold metrical church and
he exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and measures of the Democratic party.
He is now numbered
the representative stock men and farmers of
Rice c^unt}. is a gentleman of frank and

genial manners,

has

won

of

all

with

whom

he

1-

ass

While free from ostentation and display his
kindly interest and sympathy wins for him
the warm friendship oi all w ith

comes

in contact,

and he

i-

numben

the prominent and influential citizens of the

community.

1

<

was born

spect
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honorable

in business

and

the confidence and gained the re-

CHARLES

11.

WCM

>D.

The

parents of the
were horn, the father in \ irginia, the m< ther in Ohio.
Virginia and Ohio have done
as much for the west in the matter of supplying material for good citizenship as any

two states in the Union, and Kansas is justly proud of her citizens from those sourceof brain and of action, who are everywhere advancing her enlightenment and
her pro-o
a citizen 1- Charles
H. Wood, merchant
and postmaster at Adams. Kingman county/
an account of whose creditable career it

— men

attempted now- to give.
Charles II.
was born near New
\ irginia.
May 22, 1869, a sou 1
Frederick and Ann (Lindsey) Wood. His
father, who was a farmer, went in
manhood from his native state to Carroll
county, Ohio.
After his marriage
lie returned to Virginia, and from that state
he removed in 1875. when the subject of
this sketch was a lad of about six years, b
Monroe county, Iowa, where he
land on which he farmed until [881.
1:
the year last mentioned he emigr
will l>e

W

1

1

I

Kansas and located in Sumner
unty. and
engaged in stock-raising and general farming.
He became the owner of about eight
hundred acres of land and v.
as a man of enterprise and public spirit, [n
religion he was a Baptist, and in
|

Republican.

tic than
en by the fact
served his o >untry three yea
in an Ohio regiment during the Civil war.
1

and was wounded

He

died at his

1

in

home

fifty-six

action at
in

Sumner

years; his

1894. aged sixty-three.

Vicksburg.
county, in
wi

i

3
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Frederick and Ann (Lindsey) Wood
had six children, the following facts con-

whom

cerning

will doubtless

be of interest

Clay is a farmer in
connection:
Carrie married Taylor P.
county.
Thompson, of Calhoun county, Iowa. Maud
became the wife of Charles Shoup, and
Robert
died in Sumner county in 1890.
lives on the old homestead in Sumner counin

this

Sumner

ts-.

Jennie married

lives at Caroline,

H.

is

Howard Ammann, and

Sumner

county.

Charles

the immediate subject of this sketch.

Charles H. Wood was about twelve
years old when his parents brought him to
Kansas. He had already gained the foundation of a common-school education in
Iowa, and after he came to Sumner county
he divided his time between the schoolrom and his father's fields and cattle range
—sometimes he was in the saddle almost
Later he took a
literally day and night.
commercial course at a business college at
active career as
his
Fort Scott. He began
a farmer on a part of his father's estate,
working two hundred and forty acres with

hogs and cattle some live years in Chase
county, Mr. Boggell moved in 1900 to
Reno county and leased the Eckroyd ranch
in Curt on township and on that and other
land
engaged in stockraising, grazing
about one hundred and fifty head, which he
sold in 1900, and in 1901 he bought the
Charles Merrick place.
Mr. Wood is a member of Argonia
lodge. Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
of which he is a past noble grand, and is
identified with the Milan lodge of Mi dern
Woodmen of America. He is popular both
as a merchant and as a citizen and his fellow

townsmen know

that he

may

be safely de-

pended on to further to the extent of his
ability any movement which in his good

judgment

seemls to tend to the general
good. Politically he affiliates with the ReHis grandfather Lindsey,
publican part).
a native of the Emerald Isle, was an early
settler in Ohio, where he married and reared
a family and won success in life as a farmer

and

man

of affairs.

considerable success until lie embarked
the mercantile business at Adams. Kingin

unty.
In February, 1901. his store was destroyed by fire, and in April following he

moved

into

new

his

building,

the erection

was then just completed. It is a
covering a ground
structure,
twenty-four by forty feet, and is
eked with all kinds of goods reHe does a considerquired by his trade.
handling coal and
in
a --'
iness
shipping grain, and is always progressive
and up-to-date as a business man. quick to
discern the wants of his patrons and prompt
to supply them: and he is not only the only
merchant but the only postmaster in his
township, of which he has the added distinction of being the only representative of
this work.
March 28, [901, Mr. Wood married

of which

ry
t

1

Miss Anna Boggell, a native of Indiana,
whose father was a farmer in that state,
owning on hundred and seventy acres of
land, which he sold in 1886, when he setAfter farming and raising
tled in Kansas.

R. A.

THOMAS.

chosen and exacting profession of dentistry, which is both
an art and a science. Dr. Thomas has not
only attained marked precedence and success, but has also had a unique experience,
since he went to the Philippine Islands to
do the work of his profession in connection with the United States army and in
the service of the government, making an
excellent record and doing much in the line
among the brave boys who have protected
and are still protecting American interests
in that far distant section of the Orient. The
Doctor has been actively engaged in the
practice of his profession for about a decade, and is thoroughly skilled in the matter
In

the practice of his

of technical knowledge and the
ply the same most effectively.

power

to ap-

The Doctor is a native of the city of
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, the place made
memorable by the disastrous flood a number of years ago.

He

is

a son of Dr.

A.

IPHICAL HISTORY
X.

'Hi'

who was

mas,

likewise born in Penn-

-lull

sylvania,
the

practice

[i

ir

of

m

accompanied her husband t" the
.-lie remained
with him 1111Mini.
She i- a lad) of refinement
1activities of
in
the
social
prominent
and
Hi
or.
Kiowa, as is
a
member of the Masonic fraternity and
"linen of America.
\\
as a bride

Orient, where

his

in Goodland, Sherman county,
Kanhaving maintained his residence in thai
section of the state from the time of its
ttlement ami being one of its hon-

sion
sas,

1

m

1

I

11

Our

subject passed his early
native state and then accompanied his parents on their removal to
lie schools he received
leers.

387

his

educational

training,

while

T.

J.

WOOD.

he

As

Barber county, in the year [898 and here
equipped offices and controls a

a representative of the da-- of subbuilders of a great commonwealth
ha- served faithfully in the enterprising we-t. we present the subject of this review, who is a pioneer of the Sunflower
-tale and has nobly perfornied his duty in
establishing and maintaining the material

large practice of a representative order, his

interests

hi-

;< If
for the technical work' of
profession by taking courses of study
g dental colleges in the cities of

Philadelphia and Chicago.
Dr. R. A. Thomas located in

Kiowa,

contributing to hi- success.
50 his high personal popularity, lie
:

skill

the

appointment

to practice dentis-

army, at Fort
orth, Kansas, where he was ordered t" San Francisco California, and later to the city of Manila. Philippine Islands.
making the voyage of forty-two days' du-

try

in

the United

States

iinent

transport

Han-

cock .ind arriving at Manila the day
ernment troops had made a march
of eighteen miles into the interior and had a
The Docbrisk skirmish with the natives.
tor remained in the Philippines for two
years, being located in the after

•was the Twentieth Kansas Regiment for
a time, and doing much professional vv rk
for the hoy- in its ranks.
He then returned

to the United States

on

the

stantial

who

and moral welfare of hi- comimunand has exerted a strong influence

itv

.in

Mr. Wood was horn in Bracken county,
Kentucky, May 23, [850, a son oi
J.
Sr., a native of Bourbon
lis father, William
thai state.
I

1

\

Robert
Virginia, a
win. was born in England, and was
pn miHis

of

Wood,

a ship carpenter.

life in
the United
were successful medMissouri,
and
ical practitioners in St. Louis,
one was a Methodist Episo pal
William Wood, the grandfather of our
He
subject was a cabinet-maker by trade.
Their son, Thomas
married a Miss Ellis.

nent

in

I

tv

J..

f

whom

followed

Sr.,

varii >us

government

L

gan, making the trip by way
of Japan and Hong Kong, China, and arriving in the city of San Francisco after a

voyage of thirty-three days.
There is somewhat of a romai
nected with the marriage of Dr.
Upon going to San Francisco lie formed
Miss Carr. the
the acquaintance of
a
daughter of Hon. P. J. Carr, a prominent and influential citizen of that place, and
the result was that in November, 1900. their
marriage was solemnized and Mrs. Thomas

agri-

culturist.

1

1

t.

being a carmaker.

penter,

mason and

He was

united in marriage with Miss Mary
k, a lady of intelligence and culture.
it:
Bracken c unty, Ken-

a

1

a daughter of Walker and
DeCut) Clark. Mr. and Mrs. V
came the parent- of the following children:
William W., who was a successfu

tucky,
I

cian

of Mt. Olivet, Ohio, hut

is

now

de-

who was accidentally
Lagrange. Kentucky: Th
our subject; Robert T., a well known phy-

ceased;

killed at

Jeremiah,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
of Paris, Kentucky: J. B.. w'ho is
engaged in the practice of medicine in Mt.
Olivet, Ohio; and Mrs. Elizabeth Jay, who
The father
died in Robinson, Kentucky.
of this family was called to his final rest
He was a
at the age of forty-eight years.
man of fine physique, weighing two hunHe affiliated with
dred and fifty pounds.
Mrs. Wood was
the Democratic party.
called to the home beyond at the age of seventy-three years, and both were worthy
sician

members of the Baptist church.
T. J. Wood, whose name forms
caption of this review, was reared in

the

the

state of his nativity, and there received a
In Febgood common-scIi""! education.
ruary. 1879. he came to Kansas, taking up

abode in Raymond township. Rice
county, where he has since been known as
one of the enterprising and successful
farmers and stock-raisers.
His fields are
under a high state of cultivation and the
place is neat and thrifty in appearance, indicating to the passer-by the careful supervision of a progressive owner.
The place

home

of our subject and wife:

wife

of

Leonard

Proffitt,

Bertha, the

Raymond

of

Emmett

R. They also lost
two children, Artie Bell, the first born, dying at the age of three and a half years,
and Willis, the third in order of birth, departed this life at the age of nine years.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Wood are worthy and
active members of the Baptist church, and
he is a Democrat in his political affiliations.
Fur sixteen years he >erved as a member of
the school board.
Mr. Wood possesses the
enterprising spirit of the west and he has
steadily worked his way upward until, having long since left the ranks of the many,
he to-day stands among the successful few.

township; and

his

comprises one hundred and sixty acres,
and is improved with a good resdence. a
large barn, windmill and a beautiful grove
and orchard. The United States observatory station is located within a few rods
of his house.
In 1874, at the age of twenty-four
years, Mr. Wood chose as a companion for
the journey of life Miss Cynthia A. Burden, who was born in Harrison
county,
Kentucky, but was reared and educated in
Mt. Olivet. Her father, C. E. Burden, was
born in Nicholas county, Kentucky, but
subsequently became a resident of Rice
county, Kansas, where he remained for
eighteen years.

He

is

now

a resident of

Arkansas, but still owns three
hundred and twenty acres of land in Rice
county.
He married Nancy D. Wells, a
native of Harrison county, Kentucky, and
they became the parents of four children
Rogers.

:

W. C,

a

successful publisher of Sterling,

Kansas; Walter Scott, a blacksmith of
Chase. Kansas; Mrs. Cynthia Wood; Bertha, wife of James Booth, of Washington
county, Arkansas. Two children grace the

WILLIAM HENRY HARRIS.
story of this man
how- self-made men
from small beginnings to

The

life

illustrates

way

is

one that

make

their

places

of

honor in their communities and is one
which may be read with benefit by young

men who

are struggling against adverse circumstances and who may need a reminder
that perseverance will bring success.
William Henry Harris, of Xinnescah
township, Kingman county, Kansas, who is
a prominent farmer and stock raiser, was
born in Clinton county, Xew York, January 22, 1857, a son of William P. and Lucy
A. (Burnham) Harris. His father was a
native of New York, his mother of Vermont. His grandfather in the paternal line
was a man of success and prominence in
that part of the state.
William F. Harris
was a blacksmith and worked at his trade
many years in his native state. In 1877 he
removed with his family to Hutchinson,
Kansas, and in 1878 located on section 32.
Ninnescah township, securing one-quarter
of that section.
He engaged in farming
and stock-raising and died there in 1895.
aged seventy-five years. In politics he was
a Republican and early in life he was a
member of a Masonic lodge in New York
state.
His widow, aged seventy-two years.
lives in Nevada. Mi— uri, -dnce his death.

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
One of his daughters and two of his sons
each entered a quarter section of land in
section 32, and this, together with thequartaken by their father as mentii ned above,
constituted the entire secti n.
Mr. Harris had thirteen children, the following information concerning whom will
be of interest in this connection.
Ellen
married James R. McCormick, of HitchMary II. is the
mty, Nebraska.
Marlin Baker, of Iroquois county,
1

John B. lives at Nevada. MisSusan is .lead.
Sanford G, who

souri.

an upholsterer, lives at St. Louis, MisWilliam Henry was the next in orsouri.
der f birth.
Lydia married VV. M. Skinner.
Frank lives at
E
Nevada, Missouri.
Missouri.
Alonzo died in infancy.
Fred lives in Wichita. Kansas. Jesse died
Two others died
at the age of fifteen years.
is

1

.

3«9

publican, having long sen ed a
roads and as clerk and treasurer

of

the

township school board and having- once been
nominated on the People's ticket for the
trustee.

I

Modern Woodmen

S.

]•:.

fe

is

member

a

^i the

of America.

LEONARD.

S. Leonard, one of the well known
of Rice county who is devoting
energies to farming- and stock-raising
and whose efforts in that direction result
in making- him one of the substantial citi-

E.

citizens
his

the community, came west with his
father in 1S7S, when a boy of eleven years.

He was

in Knox county. Ohio, July
Son of John Wick Leonard, a

born

14.

[867

in infancy.

well

known

Henry Harris was twenty
when he came with his father and
the other members of his family to Kansas, and twenty-one years old when mem-

The father is a native of
Lyons.
New Jersey and in early life went to >bio,
where he whs reared to manhood.
After
attaining his majority he was jo
wedlock to Mis- Mary Sedan, who was
born and reared in Xew Jersey and Ohio.
acquiring her education in the scl

William
1

bers of his family pre-empted section 32 in

Ninnescah township.
He at once set
about improving his property ami the fact
that he lacked means did not deter him. for
he earned such money as he required by
working: for titers. In i88f> he built a onestory, three-room, frame house, with a shed
kitchen, the main building covering a space
Noof only eighteen by twenty-four feet.
vember 29, 1887. he married, in Kingman
count}-. Cora B. Nill, who was born in Elk
county. Kansas, a daughter of Jacob and
Mary' A. (Hood) Kill. Her father, who
was a native of Williams c< >unty, Ohio, was
in Allen county, Kansas, and later
in Elk county, where he died when Mrs.
Harris was nine years old. He was a Republican and was once a candidate for the
<

•

ing-

a

citizen of Rice county,

:

:

Elk county.

liv-

<

the

was

two state-.
She died in [892.
She
a good wife and mother and a kind

r and was
ved by all for her kindheart and mind. In the family were
who are yet living: C. D.,
a prominent and influential citizen of Wil-

neightx

'<

four children

township, Rice county; Mrs. Alma
Hobbs, of Lyon- Kansas; Florence, the
wife of Frank Hoyt, of Lyons; am! E. S
They also lost one child,
of this review.
Mary Alice, who died at the age of twenty
son

.

years.

of the

her

The

The mother was a worthy member
Wesleyan Methodist church and in

life

exemplified

father

is

a

her

Christian

Republican

in

men and

ted the

views, havingpart}-.

He

is

faith.

his political

'

His widow-,
now Mrs. Runyon lives at El Reno. Oklahoma. Mr. and Mrs. Kill had four children
Cora B. Theodore and Lillie, who
died in infancy: and Charles, who lives
with Mr. and Mrs. Harris.
Mr. Harris has long taken an active interest in local affairs as an independent Re-

office of sheriff in

now

in

a harness-

maker by trade but through many years has

He is
on agricultural pursuit-.
and respected by all wh
of
for
character
his
genuine
worth
him
and fidelity to duty and to principle.
E. S. Leonard, wh se name
carried

-

i
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f
this review, was reared in Ohio
eleven years of age, when he came
his parents to Kansas.
His youth

n

capti<

until

with

i

was passed

at farm work, assisting his father in the cultivation of the fields and the

He

acquired his education in the public schools of his native
state and of Kansas and has added to his
knowledge through experience, reading and
observation.
At the age of twenty years,
in June, 1S91. in Wilson township, he was
joined in wedlock to Miss Anna Wyatt, a
raising

O'f

crops.

Oualdo Eldridge, Blanche May and Belle..
The mother is a member of the Wesleyan
Methodist church.
Mr. Leonard is a Republican in his political affiliations, but has
never sought or desired office, preferring
to devote his time and energies to his business affairs.

a

soldier

in

the

Civil war,

enlisting

for

service in the Third

Iowa Cavalry. While
at the front he was wounded, but whenever health permitted he was always at his
of duty,

posl

his

faithfully defending the

He was

flag.

wife

is

barn

now

in

old

Kentucky, and with

living in Clevis, California.

They had six children, namely Mrs. Anna
Leonard; Mamie, who died at the age of
seventeen years; Mrs. Minnie Beldon, of
Wilson township. Rice county; George: Albert and Charles.
At the time of his marriage Mr. Leonard located on section 20, Wilson township, Rice county, where he first had forty
acres of land.
In 1900 he removed to his
present farm,, comprising three hundred
and twenty acres of good land, on which
:

;

stand

a

comfortable residence, substantial
sheds,
and all necessary

wood

barns,

buildings.

machinery
fields,

and

lias

he

He
in

uses
the latest improved
the cultivation of his fertile

good
also

feed

lots

and

pastures,

rents

large
a
tract
of
land for stock purposes, being a very suc-

cessful cattle raiser.
He is also well known
for his success in growing wheat.
In his
business affairs he has prospered, owing to
his energetic determination and perseverance and the assistance of his estimable
wife, who Iras indeed proved to him a faithful companion on the journey of life.
Thev
have become the parents of five children.
namely:
Glenn Adelbert. Althea Alice.

is

his integrity ever

John
Cliff

L.

in agricultural

of

marked indus-

good

as

L.

Smith,

Stock Farm,

his

as

ml.

In

SMITH.
proprietor

is

Eagle

of

successfully

engaged

Rice

county,

pursuits

Upon no

Kansas.

man

a

is

being above question.

JOHN

lady of intelligence, who was a popular and
successful teacher before her marriage. She

was bi rn in Lee county, Iowa, near Crotcwi,
and is a daughter of D. B. and Mary A.
(Davison) Wyatt.
Her father served as

He

whose word

try,

in

class of

citizens

the general welfare of the community
largely depend than upon the farmers.

A

es

tin

re

The

performance of their duties always
greatly promotes the material prosperity of
All his life our subject lias
the cities.
given his energies to this business and has
ever been found true and faithful to his
work and to the responsibilities of life, his
faithfvfl

many

excellencies of character

commending

allto the confidence and high regard
Mr. Smith was born in Cass a unity.
His paternal
Illinois. December 19, 1850.
grandfather. James Smith, was an able
minister in the Methodist church, and followed that high and holy calling in KenThe Smith family were
tuck}- and Illinois.
originally from Virginia, and were an old
Elijah Smith, the
ami prominent family.
father of our subject, was born in Kentucky, and was there reared to farm life.

him

1

E

When a young' man he rain wed t< Cass
county, Illinois, where he was united in marriage with Miss Ann Witty, a native of
that county.
She was also a representative
1

of an old and prominent Virginian family.
Elijah and Ann Smith became the parents

James, deceased;
of ten children, namely:
Sarah E., who became Mrs. Demastus and died in Miami county. Kansas; Kitty E., who' became Mrs. Dressier
and resides in Ellsworth county. Kansas;
E. Miller, of Gait township; and five who
family
died in: childhood.
In 1877 the

John L.

;
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ansas,

[<

,

li«d

i

eating

li

the

ripe

n a farm in Rice

i

here the father

ag

old

The mother

ars.

vent)

resii

still

died in

years,

[896,

having

al

been

a

worthy member of the Meth
church, and her husband is
of thai denomination.
Ji lin L. Smith, the immediate subject of
this review, spout the days of his youth on
a farm in Cass county, Illinois, v
wtas earl) inured to the labors of field and

Christian church.
In the
calit) in which
Lhey reside Mr. and Mrs. Smith have made
li

many warm
home is a Fa\

and their

friends,
rite res,

1

>r1

hi

v\ il

of acquaintances.

consistenl and

>iso pal

SAMUEL MURPHY.

member

also a

rhe public scln ils >f the raeigfh»w
d afforded him his educational privii't
by reading, observation and
practical experience in later life he has
In i860
greatly added to his knowledge.
arris,
he removed with his parents to
county, Missouri, locating near Bethan)
where he resided until [877, the year of his
In 1882
arrival in Rice county, Kansas.
he was united in marriage with Mis
gie Z. Davis, who was born in Indiana, and
when she came
was only six 3 e
with her father. C. R. Davis, to Kansas,
reared
and was
to womanhood on tb
em pradrie. Mr. Davis was among the
< raeei
early
ntral Kansas, and for
has resided within its
thirty-five years
f
devel
borders, nobly aiding in the work
opment and improvement. The mi '.her
Mrs. Smith, was in her maidenh
Catherine Byard, and she and her husband now
ar Little River. Kansas, honored
spected by all who know them.
Mr. Smith s the proprietor of Eagle
Cliff Farm, one of the romantic and beautiIt was a faful places of central Kansas.
vorite Indian resort in the days g ire by,
and Indians graves are yet seen
n the
meadi

1

.

1

1

Samuel Murphy, an

made
1

home

his

Friday

(

horn

in

1

1

:

1

The farm

contains six hundred and
forty acres and is adorned with a beautiful
cottage home, while all the acces
improvements of a model farm are there
seen.
The place is located six mill

place.

Mr. Smith is exfr
farming and stock raising.

Mitchell, and there

engaged

in

His
Republican

support is given to
principles, and of the Met'
church he is a zealous and active member.
His wife has membership relatii ns with the
political

Murphy,

I

lives of the K<

and

Eliza-

win-

\

In

i

father

was

and the m*
The former die
nt)

I

•v.

was onl) eighteen
was an onl) child and
mother afterward married Jacob
.

The

old.

latter

the

'

:

m

Pennsylvania, by w fa
she had
ing name
children:
William, Elizabeth,
Catherine. Sarah and Mary A.
i

Christian,

Her death ccurred at the advanced
eighty-two years.
Her first husband was
a blacksmith by trade and thus pri nded for
1

rt

\

1

n

'
I

beth

,1

1

.

born in
Pennsylvania, on the 4th

since

county,

hester

agriculturist of At-

Rice count;

lanta township,

1

>f

his

He

family.

the Lutheran church and

1
1

was

Samuel Murphy wa
countw Penns) Ivania, and

•

1

1

ucation in the schools near his home.
e\ eni

•

special

if

a

hristian gentleman.

'

Xo

importance iccurre
1

the routine of his life in his

and w< rk occupied

i

his attenl

and thus
married

with the duties
I

Glof, wi
Pennsylvania,

!'..

and died in
Berks county,
March. 187 1. leaving four childt
Mrs,
whom two are now living,
Anna E.
Cramp, of Reading. Pennsylvani;
Ge rge F... a well known citizen of Wilson
township.

Rice count).

He

is

expert

an

farmer.
and builder a
vife was Miss Martha Ri ot, a
sister of
iher. and his
step-i
wife was Miss Minnie Messenger.

architect

-

'

;

-

eral children.

The

twi

1

1
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E. and William H., the former having passed away in Pennsylvania, while the
After the death of
latter died in Kansas.
his first wife Mr. Murphy was again married in 1873., his second union being with

John

Miss Matilda Root, a lady of many good
and mind. She is intelligent and cultured and has been to her husband a faithful com|panion and helpmeet on
She was born in Chester
life'-, journey.
county, Pennsylvania, a daughter of Jacob
and Mary Metz) Root. Her father died

qualities of heart

(

in

the Keystone state,

still

They had

but her mother

is

age of ninety-one years.

living, at the

ten childrai, of

whom

eight are

Murphy; Jesse, a
Lyons; Eli; Mary; Amelia;

living:

Mr-.

resident

of

Matilda

Sarah, who died at the age of three years
Margaret Martha, who has now passed
away; and Jacob H., of Colorado. Most
of the members of the Root family reside
:

near Pottstown, Pennsylvania.
Mr. Murphy, whose name forms the
caption of this sketch, has served as a deacon in the Lutheran church for many years
and his wife is a consistent and devout
member of the church. He to-day owns a
fine farm
i eighty acres of well improved
land three miles from Lyons.
It is supplied with all the modern accessories and
conveniences and a fine grove of shade trees
is
one of its most attractive features.
Everything about the property is in excellent condition and indicates the careful
supervision of the owner who is a man of
genuine worth, unostentatious but reliable
and trustworthy.
The causes of temperance, religion and education find in him a
friend, and his word is as good as any bond
that was ever solemnized by signature or
seal.
He is true to principle and the right
and his history contains many less, ns that
are well worthy of emulation.

HEXRY GROVE.
Henry Grove,

farmer
and stock-raiser of Rice county, Kansas, was
born in Harrison county. Indiana, May 10.
1827, his parents being Simon and ElizaRhinehart
Grove, both natives of
beth
i

)

a

representative

Pennsylvania, but were married in Virginia.
paternal grandfather of our subject,
Benjamin Grove, was of German descent
and was a native of Pennsylvania, whence
he moved to Virginia, where he died. His
children were Simon, the father of our sub-

The

Abraham; Jacob; Henry; and Mary,
who became the wife of Abraham Rhinehart. The parents were both members of
ject;

Their son Simon,
the Dunkard church.
the father of the subject of this sketch, was
reared in Virginia, where he married and

where three of
then

were born. He
located in Indiana,

his children

moved west and

first settling in Harrison county, where he
improved a farm after cutting down the
heavy beach timber which was upon the
land, and there remained until 1835, when

W

1he moved to Qlinois, locating in
ford county, where he bought raw land
and again improved a farm, experiencing
all
the hardships and privations of pioneer life.
He engaged in general farming and stock-raising, was successful in
his undertakings, and became one of the
leading men of the county, commanding
the respect and confidence of all who knew
him.
While in Virginia he enlisted for
service in the war of 1812, and he was with
General Jackson and participated in the
famous battle of Xew Orleans. He was always a great admirer of General Jackson,
appreciating the courtesy and attention
which the general gave him and all the soldiers, and, although a Whig, he supported
Jackson in his candidacy for the presidency.
He remained upon the homestead
in Illinois until his death, which occurred in
September, 1844.
His wife survived him
until 1858, when she too was called to the
home beyond. They were the parents of
twelve children, namely; Barbara, who married William Shafer; Jacob, who served in
the Civil war and died in Missouri, at an
advanced age Leah, the wife of E. Stewart
:

Benjamin, who now owns and resides on
the old

momestead

in Illinois;

Hannah who

became the wife of J. Tanton; Mary, now
Mrs. A. Page; Elizabeth, the wife of T.
Brownfield; Abram, who died in Illinois;
Henry, the subject of this sketch Susan,
;

MR.

AND

MRS. HF.XRV GROVE.
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who became
was

the wife of L. Hall; Isaac, who
sen ing in the ( n il war, and

killed while

leaving

a

wife and one child; and Sarah,

now the wife of
year-,

ture

C. Stine.

married

who

and

All lived

reared

t<>

ma-

families

his life while
war, as has already
of this family was
a daughter of John Rhinehart, who was a
native of Virginia, where he died, having
been a cabinetmaker and undertaker by ocHis children were Abraham:
cupation.
Elizabeth, the mother of our subject; and
Margaret, who married William Wright.
The parents were consistent members of
the Dunkard church.
Henry Grove, whose name introduces
this review, accompanied his parents to Illinois when he was eight years of age and,
as it was then a new section of the country
and very sparsely settled, schools were few
and c nducted in a very pumative manner
so that his educational privileges were limited
but be improved such advantages as
were afforded and acquired a practical education which fitted him for the duties of
life.
He remained under the parental roof
until twenty-five years of age, when be married and settled on the homestead. He thereafter conducted the farm and took care of
his mother until her death, when the estate was settled and divided, and then he

except
a

[saac,

soldier in

been noted.

sacrificed

the Civil

The mother

:

a farm of two hundred and forty
which he improved, erecting an expensive and commodious house, and there
he was engaged in the cultivation of the
•il
[886, when he sold out and
moved to Kansas, locating in Rice county,
a half mile n< rth if )hase, where be bought
a section of six hundred and forty acres of
Later
land, which was partially improved.
ht an adjoining farm of one hundred
and sixty acre-, the same being well improved with a good two-story frame house.
large barns and outbuildings and a beautiful
grove of shade trees, and there be makes
bis home, engaged in general farming and

bought

acre-,

1

(

He has also given to each
of his sons a farm. He has been successful
in his work and has accumulated a competence, being widely and favorably known as
stock-raising.

'•ne of the

393

most successful and substantial

Rice county.
In [852 Mr. Grove was United in marriage to Mi-- Catherine Stine, who wall'
ru in R"ss county, Ohio, Jul) [9, [834,
but who was reared in Illinois, to winch state
her parent- removed when -he was but live
grandparent- were
age.
fer
George and Catherine (DeHaven) Stine.
and at hi- death the former left his widow
For many
with four children to support.
years she conducted a restaurant, in which
she met with excellent success, people coming for miles an mud to purchase her ginHer daughter Elizabeth also
gerbread.
entered business, conducting a millinery
Mrs. Stine had
store a1 Kingston, Ohio.
citizens

if

1

I

i

four sisters and three brothers, the later being Abraham, John and Peter.
The last
named served as a soldier in the war of
[8l2, and was one of the number that GenDuring the
eral Hull sold to the British.
Revolutionary war George Washington at
one time camped on their father's land. The
sisters
of Mrs. Stine were named Mary,
Rebecca and Sarah.
By her marriage to
in irge Stine she became the m< ither if
mr
children.
Elizabeth, Peter. John and Jacob.
The last named, the father of Mr-. Grove,
married Magdaline Shafer. in 1830. and
they had ten children, four of whom died
when young, and concerning the survivors.
three sons and three daughters, we here enter
brief record: Charles married Sara!
and they reside in El Paso, Mini is; Catherine married Henry Grove, of this review,
in
Woodford county, Illinois, in 1852;
Peter who served for three years in the war
(if tin- rebellion, married Lousia Wolf, and
they now reside at Frankfurt. Indiana.
their son being now in the Philippines;
Mary, married John Shultz and resides in
;
I d
Paso, riliii"i-: George E. is still unI

1

—

fi

married and is living in Delta count;
rado; and Sarah Ellen married Norton
Johnston and resides in Dawson county,
The mother of this family.
Nebraska.
Magdaline. nee Shafer. was a native of
Ohio, and was a daughter of Peter
win wa- if German descent and whi
His children were:
occurred in Virginia.
-

1

1
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John, Sarah,

Mary. Elizabeth,

Margaret.

Abram, David and Magdaline. Botli
he and his wife were members of the LuthPolly,

eran church.
Jacob Stine, the father of
Mrs. Grove, was a native of Virginia, and
was a cabinet-maker and undertaker by oc-

He moved

cupation.

to

Illinois

in

1839,

becoming one of the pioneers of Woodford
cuuntw where he entered land and improved a farm, the work of which was carried on by hired help while he followed hitrade.
His death occurred upon the old

homestead,

in

1861, his wife having been

called to her final rest in 1856.

of Mr. and Mrs. Grove was
blessed with, twelve children, eight of whom
died in childhood and four are still living,

The marriage

namely: Charles, who

is

district

deputy head

Modern Woodmen; Simon
and Chauneey. who follow farming in Rice
consul

in

the

John, a fanner of Stafford
county. All are well settled and are promiIn his political
nent and worthy citizens.
affiliations Mr. Grove is a Republican, and
while he does not aspire to political or public office he takes a deep interest in all public

county; and

questions, doing

in his

all

power

to

promote

the growth and welfare of the community
which he lives. He is a member of the
Masonic fraternity, and he and his wife are
in

devout members of the Methodist church.
When our subject and his wife first settled
in

Kansas they could

ride for miles with-

out seeing a house, tree or bush, but now
groves are abundant, producing greater
rainfall and making crops more sure, and
prosperous towns and cities have sprung up
throughout the state. all this marvelous
growth and development having been wit-

—

nessed by this venerable couple. They have
shared together the trials and hardships of
earlv pioneer days, and now, surrounded
with all the comforts of the present advanced civilization, they are enjoying a hale

and hearty old age.

ALBERT
In

the best

count) Albert
portant part.

(1.

G.

BOWRON.

of Kingman
Bowron has borne an im-

development

He

has been identified with

the agricultural interests of this section of

from pioneer days, and while promoting the material welfare of the community has given an active and liberal support to those measures which tend to advance its intellectual and moral statu-.
A
native of Champlain, Clinton count}-. Xew
York, he was born July 26, 1846, a son of
Joseph, Jr., and Martha Jane (Ford) BowThe father was born, reared and died
ron.
on the farm which his father, Joseph BowThe
ron, had cleared in Clinton county.
latter was a native of Yorkshire, England.
the state

After coining to this country he located in
Xew York. Joseph Bowron, his son and
the father of our subject, was a carpenter by
trade, and while residing on his farm gave
his

principally to

attention

that

vocation,

having performed much work' on government buildings in the state of Xew York.
His life's labors were ended in death on the
17th of (ctober, 1886, when he had reached
the age of seventy-four years, eight months
and nine days, and his wife, who was a native of Clinton county, Xew York, passed
(

in death May 1. of the same year, at
the age of seventy-one vears, nine months
and twenty-one days.
They became the

away

Benparents of seven children, namely:
jamin W., of Chanrplain. Xew York: FreeAurora,
man H.. a prominent farmer of
Illinois;

Lyman

of this review
ington

-late:

1
:

E.

:

Albert G., the subject

C. D., a

Catherine

James Dickson, of
York; ami Joseph If.,

farmer of WashD..

the

wife

Coopersville.
a

of

Xew

prominent attorney

of Sedalia, Missouri.
Allien G. Bowron. of this review", was
reared to mature years on his parents' In .mestead farm, and in the common sch 1- of

neighborhood he pursued his educate n
In January,
seventeen years of age.
1865, he left the schoolroom and loyally offered his services to the Union cause during

his

until

the Civil war. but before his regimentcould get to the front the war had closed
and he was honorably discharged. At the
age of nineteen years he entered ai
ticeship to. the blacksmith's trade, and from
that time until 1S70 devi ted his time and
attention to that occupation in varii us eastIn the winter of 1X7(07 he left
ern states.
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his eastern

home

remained
which time he
he

i

f<

the Black Hills,

r

until

where

following year, at
his lot with the early
In
county, Kansas.

the

cast in

Kingman

November

of thai year he secured a claim
southwest quarter of section 25,

the

on

White township, winch he improved

made

there
>ol(l

his

his

home

possessions

tin re

ami

when
and came to

until

[880,

lie

the

Kingman, opening a shop on the
de of the city, where he followed
occupation until the tall
-

:

during that time he built up
He engaged princiand lucrative trade.
pally in the manufacture of sod plow-, and
repair work for the stage lines and
audi

for the railroad

company when

it

was

be-

through this city, employing
from five to ten competent workmen in his
shop.
]n 1886 Mr. Bowron had pi
ded

V

acres of land in West
township, carrying cm the work of the place
in connection with his shop.
Since takingtip his residence in Kingman lie has been

eighty

actively identified with

1SS0.

in

its

interests,

and

in

They were the parent- of right children.
namely:
deceased; Adaline
Madison \\
..

works

I

I

'ii

1

1

1

—

.

I

:

;

1',,

I

.

found

In

fi

ir

their

itical

The cause of
him a warm and

pendently.

Since retiring
reigns supreme.
from the work of his trade .Mr. B ivTon
has given his attention to the cultivation of
his little farm of thirty acres, which is devoted to small fruits and vegetables, and in
his wife also owns a valuable place
undred and sixty acres in Richland

township.
In Champlain, New York, on the nth
of January, 1882, was celebrated the marour subject and Miss Adaline E.
Albee.
She is a daughter of Frederick and
\.ubry) Albee, and is a native of
Clint- n county. New York, when
ther still resides on the farm on which he
in his eighty-f mrth
vear.
Her mother is a native of Venn nt.

man

m;
iiis

im-

ballot inde-

1

in

a very

ty

I

1

*

cost of ten

able

1

:

<

and the owners were obliged to sell at
heavy loss. In 1884 he purchased
his home, a
:it residence property,
two-story, nine-room house, being one of
the elegant residences of the city, and there

at this place,

state;

on the Id 1" mestead in New
York; Ufred V. superintendent of the
'.icitic railroad shop, at Marshall. Texas,
the old
at
m 'iinn count}' and
died in childhood.
Mr-. Bowron
h.iinplaiii, and
n the academy of
f
twcnt_\ years she became a
at the age
teacher in her native count}, having
for
fourteen
consecutive terms
in
the
school which she had attended when a child.
The union of our subject and wife
blessed with three children,
Frank, who
was horn November 13. [882, and died n
the 25th of
id
[884; Eli rence M..
jo. 1885, :m '' died
September 4. 1901 and Frances A. The
Mr. and Mrs.
wron in all its
surroundings and ap
dence of g >od taste and refinement, and in
the city in which they make their fo n
A., a farmer

characteristics.

salt

who
Edward

Clarissa,

:

Empire

the

in

he erected the
thousand dollars, hut this
venture shortly afterward pn ved unprofita

ubjeel

1

resides

stdl

company with George W. Cray-

craft.
at

39S

identified

active

friend.

witl

\Y> odmen of America, and both he and his
wife are menil
Ladle- of Security.
He is one of tlu- most
ht 'lb red and highl) esteemed citize
1

is
it
safe to sa) that no
has a wider circle
and acquaintances than Albert

community, and

man
of
<

1.

Kingman county

in

friends
Bi

w p

'ii.

JOHN GREEN.
The

rich lands of Rice c unty,

<

nee wild

'

prairie

or

transformed

tin

-.

1

into

highb

-

ection of this country.

is

tiiat

been
farms.

in

any

T!;«

Atlanta

farming property in
John Green, and his rich and

iirable

township

arable fields

have

cultivated

yiel
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tribute in return for the care and labor he

bestows upon them.
Air.

Green was born

in

Wayne

county,

Indiana, near Richmond, January 25, 1848,
is a son of H. L. Green, also a native
of Wayne county. The latter's father, John
Green, w(as born in Kentucky and became

•and

of the first settlers of Wayne county,
Indiana, where he remained until his death.
father of our subject grew to manhood
on an Indiana farm, and was there mar-

one

The

ried to Miss Mary A. Stanley who was
born and reared in Wayne county, Indiana.
Her father was one of the early pioneers
of that locality.
In 1852 the family removed to Illinois, and four years later, in
1856, took up their abode in St. Louis,
Missouri.
In 1861 they became residents
of Andrew
county,
that
where
state,
"they remained until 1872, and in that year
they came to Rice county, Kansas, being

among

the early pioneers of this section of
the state.
For thirteen years they made
their home in the Sunflower state and then
removed to California, where the father
died at the age of seventy-three years.
He
followed the occupation of a carpenter and
contractor, and was an advocate of Republican principles.

During the

Civil

war he

member of
the Missouri state militia.
Of the Methodist Episcopal church he was an active
loyally served his country as a

member. His widow now

resides in Lincoln
township. Rice county.
She is the mother
of five children: John, the subject of this
review; Wyatt. of Hutchinson. Kansas;
James, a resident of Nebraska; H. L., who
resides with his mother in Lincoln township
Ida James, of Hutchinson.
John Green was reared in the states of
Indiana, Illinois and Missouri, and early
;

assisted in the labors of field and meadow.
The public schools afforded himi his educational privileges, but he has largely added
to his knowledge through reading, observation and practical experience.
He accom-

panied -his parents on their emigratiorn to
this state in 1874, and here he has since
made his home. He first secured a claim
in Wilson township and he gave a cow in
payment for the same. He afterward sold

McCabe for eleven hundred and twenty-five dollars. He then secured a tract of land from the Union Pacific Railroad Company, near Little River,
which he afterward sold for twenty-five
hundred dollars.
Four years later he
bought a claim in Center township of James
Turley, on which were a few improvements,
and he remained on that place until 1894.
In that year he took up his abode in Lyons,
where he purchased a good, comfortable
cottage, although he still owns a farm of
one hundred and sixty acres. There he is
extensively engaged in the raising of wheat,
from which he secures excellent returns.
His farm is one of the finest in Rice county.
In Gentry county, Missouri, on the 1st
of September, 1872, occurred the marriage
of Mr. Green and Miss Sarah S. Poole,
who was born, reared and educated in Gentry county, and has proved to her husband
an excellent helpmate on the journey of
life.
This union was blessed with one
child, a bright,
intelligent and winsome
little daughter, but she was taken from them
death
when
ten
years of age, and her
by
loss was a great blow to the parents.
They
have reared an adopted son, Edward Marion Johnson, who came to them on his
ninth birthday.
He was born March 5,
1880, and is now a student of bookkeeping in Cooper College. He is called a lightning calculator.
In this connection it will be interesting
to note something of the family history of
Mrs. Green.
Her father, William Poole,
was born in Belmont county, Ohio, April
11, 182 1, a son of Samuel Poole, who was
a native of Europe.
He was married in
the state of Delaware to Cynthia Poole,
who- was born in Belmont county, Ohio.
A member of her family was a recruiting
officer in the war of the Revolution, and
was a brave and efficient officer. Samuel
and Cynthia Poole had fourteen children
the tract to Wesley

who grew

to years of maturity.

both died

in

The

paraits

Belmont county, Ohio, in middle life.
He was a farmer ami miller by
occupation, and both were members of the
Methodist
Episcopal
church.
William
Poole was reared on a farm in his native

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Sedgwick

and also learned the miller's trade and
was engaged in building bridges across the
ren
te removed from
Hiio to
trv county, Missouri, where he worked al
farm labor and also followed his trade.
During the Civil war he became a member if
Col. Dave Craynor's regiment, of
tv-third Missouri State .Militia, and served
lie served
during the entire struggle.
through different parts of the state of Misfar south as Arkansas,
souri, going as
where he assisted in defense against Rebel
He served as quartermasbushwhackers.
ter of his regiment for two year-, issuing
His
rations and clothing to the soldiers.
regiment was located near Savannah. Mis- mri,
a
time, was afterward in De
r
unty, and subsequently at St. Joe.
Mr. 1'- le participated in many skirmishes.
on
and
one occasion was sent to capture
Rebel- who were engaged in stealing horses
and st' ck in Miss< uri.
Mr. Pa le was married in Belmont
count}. Ohio, by Esquire Tuttle. to Miss
Cynthia Haggis, and they had the following children
Samuel, a resident of Oklahoma !'. Wesley, of Wilson township,
Rice county: Sarah, the wife of our substate

(

1

*

lie

1

fore-

of the salt works; Abraham, a resident of Lyons; Stephen, a resident of the
Two children are deceased^
old homestead.

can,

E

and
of

his

in

the

religi

Metln

-

disl

.

1

church.

of the early settler[3,

ALOXZO LYNDE.

j

i

The

subject of this sketch, one of the
fame!'- f Harvey county, Kan-

his hi

i

me

Lake townby means of

in section 28,

eives

his

m ail

home

Massachusetts in 1838, when he was
about twenty years old, and went to MilHe bought eighty
waukee. Wisconsin.
land three miles from that city and
mpted a
camped on it a year
quarter section near Delavan, Walworth
county. Wisconsin, which in the c
ie sold in order to remove to Shewhence he rem red I Green Bay.
In 1S71 he settled in Kansas and was one
in

1

member

Westmin-

minster, Massachusetts.
Alonzo Lynde left the old family

The former h
and Ollie.
church in Missouri, in [861, at the uthreak of the Civil war. He was then eightten yearage.
The mother of this family died in
1885, at the age of
three years.
She was an affectionate wife
ther, a kind neighbor and a true
friend.
Mr. Poole has been a life-long
a

at

was a farmer and dairyman, who owned
one hundred cows and had a profitable milkHe marroute in Boston, Massachusetts.
ried a Miss Sprague and they lived at Maiden. Massachusetts, where they raised seven
children and died at an advanced age.
Benjamin Lynde, father of the subject
of this sketch, married Nancy Larrabee, of
Maiden. Massachusetts, who after his death
was married to John Jackson. Of her five
children by her first marriage, four grew to
manhood and womanhood: Benjamin E.
Lynde. bom in 1814, died a.t St. Louis, MisAlonzo Lynde
souri, leaving a daughter.
is
the immediate subject of this sketch.
Nancy Lynde married Jonas Whitney and
died in Westminster. Massachusetts, leaving a son and a daughter. Ji >hn Lynde. who
is the father of five children, lives at West-

man

is

lives.

Massachusetts, July _>o, [818, a s< n of
Benjamin Lynde, who was bom at Bragg
Hill. Massachusetts, in 1786 and died there
in [826.
Benjamin Lynde, father of Benjamin and grandfather of Alonzo Lynde,

:

1

H

Alonzo Lynde was born

;

at a

delivery.

of an

ster,

Ei

George Maury,

rural

enterprising ami successful tiller of the -oil and an honest, upright
and public spirited citizen who has at heart
the best interests of the community in which

been that

1

ject; Cynthia, wife of

U97

!

ried.

at

in

his vicinity.

1847.

Sheboygan

Mr. Lynde marFalls.

V,

Turner, who was born at DansXew York. September 24. 1829.
ville.
After his marriage he began farm
quarter section
id near Manitowoc. Wisconsin, which he eventually sold.

Sarah

Ann
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After that he farmed at Two Rivers. Wisconsin, and in Vernon county, Wisconsin,
where he invested sixteen hundred dollars
in a hup yard.
He began his career in
Kansas by homesteading eighty acres and
securing one hundred and sixty acres on a
tree claim.
He is now the owner of one
hundred and eighty-one acres.
Out of
three hundred apple and peach trees which
he planted in the virgin sod, he now has two
hundred trees, which in 1901 yielded about
four hundred bushels of fine fruit.
During his residence at Green Bay,
Wisconsin, Mr. Lyude was for about fif-

engaged in the lumber and fishing business.
Politically he is a Republican and he has several times been elected to
the responsible office of justice of the peace,
in which he has served to the entire satisfaction of all classes of his fellow citizens.
ral years Mrs. Lynde has been in
feeble health, but she is plucky and energetic and her mental vigor is unimpaired.
Her life has been that of a noble wife and
mother and her neighbors accord her the
honor due to one who was a heroine during
the pioneer days of Harvey county.
teen years

.

Ti

Alonzo and Sarah

Ann

(

Turner

Lynde have been born five children, as follows:
Their son Reuben Lynde lives in
Wisconsin.
Their son William: A. Lynde,
of Lake township, Harvey county. Kansas.
is a widower with one son.
Their son Ed-

ward died in infancy.
Their daughter
Laura married Joseph Lester and died in
Lake township, aged twenty-five, leaving
four sons and a daughter.
Their son
Charles, of Lake township, is a widower
with two sons.

JOHN
In

Raymond
John P.

sides

successfully

He
lias

P.

BAILEY.

Bailey,

who

re-

extensively and

agricultural

pursuits.

known as an enterprising citizen and
made his home in this county since

is

1877.

Me was

Massachusetts,

born
in

in

Berkshire county.
is a son of

1836, and

to Miss Louisa Gardner, who was born,
reared and educated in Massachusetts. She
was a representative of a prominent family
of that state.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bailey
wiere

born six children, namely:

John

I'.,

this review; George, who
has departed this life; Sarah; James, also
deceased; Nancy, the wife of Dr. Lee. of

the subject of

Hiawatha, Kansas; and Miller, deceased.
The wife and mother was called to the home
beyond in 183O, dying in the faith of the
Congregational church.
The father was
afterwtard again married, choosing

for his

second wife Achsah Oaks and their union
was blessed with six children three of whom
still survive:
Jeremiah, William Henry and

The mother

Alary.
sides

is

still

near Canton, Ohio.

living

The

and

re-

father of

our subject was summoned to his final rest
in 1849, dying in Ohio,
He had devoted
his

attention

life

work.

John

to agricultural

Bailey,

P.

pursuits as a

whose name

initiates

passed his boyhood da)

this review,

1

a Massachusetts farm, where he was early
inured to the labors of field and meadow
lie was subsequently employed for three
years as a clerk in a store in Massachusetts.
At the age of eighteen years he removed to
Ohio, and four years later, at the age of
twenity-twio years, he chose as a companion
and helpmate for the journey of life Miss
Susan Freeman, a lady of culture and refinement and a representative of a prominent family. She has indeed proved to him
a faithful companion.
Airs.
Bailey was
born in Newl Jersey, a daughter of John
and Alary
Scott) Freeman.
The father
was a native of Xew Jersey and the mother
w|as born in Scotland, of Scottish parentage.
Mr. Freeman devoted his life to the
tilling of the soil, and in his political affiliations was an advocate of Republican prinIlls death occurred in 1SS4. and
ciples.
his wife survived him only two years, dying in 1886.
Both were members of the
1

township, Rice county,

follows

Philip Bailey, a native also of that state.

His father was of English descent, and was
a valiant soldier in the Revolutionary war.
Philip Bailey was reared to manhood in the
state of his nativity, and was there married
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They were
two sons and

liurch.

eight children,

Susan,
John. Agnes, Adelia
Mr. Bailey, our
Ohio, near Canton,
-

>

six daughters,

Ann.

<

h

i

remained

subject,

in

1877, when he
Rice county, Kansas,

until

hundred and

acres

sixt)

of

I

good residence, which
natural

a

building

maries, and

large

a

site,

there

1-

located

is

ham.

alsi

Unto
nd orchard upon the place.
'Mr. and Mrs. Bailey have been bi rn seven
namely

children,

in

Qrren

John

:

business in

.ino In, als<

I

I

I

[and.
[ere he engaged at farm
work, and as time has passed he has added
to his pn pony all of the impn cements and
II
has
conveniences of a model farm.

on

.111
the 8th of January, [836, a
Robert Baggs, who was
ge ci unty, Virginia, in 1798. The
iur mhieci. Stephen Baggs,

son of

en,

and Ai

in

le

ib"

the parents of

Janette,

:

>

ative of the Enxerald [sle and was
After
b) trade.
country he entered the Revi lutii nary war,
but after six months' service he was hired
to return, receiving bis discharge in South
Carolina, and he was obliged to convert his
into -hue- in
rder to wial
ied Portly Love, also a nal
-

1

Ireland and their marriage was o
in Virginia, they becoming
children, eleven
thirteen
sons
and
!

Hi
daugbti
Ohio.
Robert Baggs, the

t<

ip;

1

Lou

\ of B.
hei
een accidentally killed; Robert, of
Kansas; James, a resident of
,

l

with

blessed

as

Raymond,

township; Charles Sumner, also
township; and Samuel (... of Chase.

tafer,

who

seven

died at

children:

I

a

<J

ci this

I'hev

also

Mary, who died

at the

age of two years.

when

died

ho

a

babe.

Site

.

age.

is

who
now

Mr. Bailej is a Republican
ws and has sen d
i(

He was

died

at

Warsaw,

in his poc

1

member of the school boarql
education having ewer found
Both he and his
friend.
membership in the Baptist church,

also a

warm

a

is
a man of splendid
frank and genial in manner,
:ed as one of the enterprising and
'

51

1

farmers of the

Union

Indiana.

Ii

ler

the subject of this review.
The
this family, who was engaged in
k-raising,

and

him

died

six years later, in

<

>hio

Baggs received onb

common

his district during- his youth.

;'

r

service in the Civil war.

Forty-seventh
Infantry,

-

In

when twenty-seven ye

BAGGS.

retired, fn m farming
and is enjoying a rest which is the fitting
reward of his years of contii
He was born in Shell iv d unibor.

at

the educa-

ne
I"

1864,

away

passing

advantages afforded by the

c

Farming
in

seventy-twi

E

Robert
tional

in

who

1

[870, his wifi

home beyond,

the

in

Fi

»BER

home

wdio died in
M
Ohio, in early life: Marian Gascow,
died in Auglaize county. Ohio; and
Pike,

[864,

l(

Swal-

City, Indiana, leav-

and has three children; Delilah

in that city

1

him

in

in

They

daughter.
came to them nine
seventeen years of
ted

Clara Belle Hoover,

who

low,

children,

twi

lost

in

fathei

removed to Ihio about [818, and
in Miami count}-, that
state,
in
[822, he
was united in m&rriage to Mary l'.otkin,
who vvas b rn in Kentucky in 1802. This

subject,

I'..

Raym< nd

of this
F. Eatingei
»

two

death

in

\

i

period
of .May.
1

f

his
1

military

Hun-

>'
(

career covering
ne hundred day-.

!X'i_|.

In

a

Ohio Mr. Baggs owned

Farm of forty-eight acre-, but in
its cultivation he also farmed

addition to
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[400

another tract of one hundred and sixty
acres, where he engaged in the rasing of
grain and tobacco.
In 1883, he left the
state of his nativity and came to Kansas,
purchasing one hundred and sixty acres of
railroad land near the village of Abbyville,
where he has ever since made his home,
and seven acres of his place is now included
Through a long
within the city limits.
period he was actively connected with the

development and improvement of this place
and was regarded as one of the leading
farmers of his neighborhood, but he is nowliving retired

from the

active duties of

life,

enjoying the rest which he has so truly
cained and richly deserves.
On the 1 8th of October. 1860, Mr.
Baggs was united in marriage to Mary Ann
Baker, who was born in Shelby county,
Ohio, in 1840, a daughter of Andrew
Baker, whose wife was a Miss Wilde. They
became the parents of nine children,
namely
Marian, who died at the age of
is
eighteen
months;
M., who
John
serving his country as a soldier in the Philippines,
wife and two chilwhile his
reside
Indiana;
George T.,
dren
in
Who farms the home place; Steward, who
:

was accidentally

killed

when

fifteen

months'

old; the next in order of birth also died
in infancy; Stephen R., at heme; and David
and Lilly, twins, the former dying at the
age of six months while the latter is em-

The
ployed as her father's housekeeper.
nn tiier of this family passed away in death
on the iSth of October, 1896, after an illness
of six months, and her loss was mourned
not only by her immediate family but
by her many friends, for all who knew her
l^ved and honored her for her many noble
characteristics.
She was a worthy member
of the Baptist church, and in that denomination Mr. Baggs also holds membership.

The Democracy

receives his active support

and co-operation, and both in Ohio and
Kansas he has filled a number of township
offices.
He is known as one of the progressive citizens of his locality, and enjoys
the respect and esteem of a large circle of
friends and acquaintances.

RINALDO

F.

THOMPSON.

An

enumeration of those men of the
present generation who have won honor and
public recognition for themselves and at the
same time have honored the state to which
they belong would be incomplete were there
failure to make prominent reference to the
one whose name initiates this paragraph.
He holds distinctive precedence as an eminent lawyer, jurist and statesman and in
these connections has borne himself with
such signal dignity and honor as to gain him
the respect of all.
He has been and is distinctively a man of affairs and one who has
wielded a wide influence.
A strong mentality, an invincible courage, a most determined individuality have so entered into
his

makeup as to render him
of men and a director

leader

a natural

of public

opinion.

Judge Rinaldo F. Thompson was born
in Livermore Falls, Maine, a son of Alonzo
and Judith (Dolley) Thompson, both of
whom were natives of that state. When the
Judge was twelve years of age he accompanied his parents on their removal to Fort
Allegheny, Pennsylvania. During the time
of the gold excitement in California the father went to that state, where he died in
i860, and the mother, long surviving him,

passed away in Pennsylvania in 1891. After attending the public schools the Judge
pursued a two years' course of study in the
Wesleyan University, at Lima, Xew York,
and subsequently he engaged in teaching,
being principal of several graded schools.
He followed that profession until 1872,
when he was admitted to the bar, having in
the meantime pursued the study of law
while engaged in teaching.
Believing that
he would find a broader field and better opportunities for his professional labors in the
west, he made his way to Appleton City,

Missouri, in 1871, and" the following year
to Ottawa county, Kansas, locating- in
Minneapolis. Here he entered into partnership with Judge W. A. Johnston, now a supreme justice of the state, and the relation
was maintained until 1880. when his part-

came
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demands

ner was elected attorney general of Kansas.

Mr. Thompson afterward continued
private practice of law

until

when he was appointed

bj

talent, patience and industry.
essful lawyer and the
judge must It a man of well
lect, thoroughly familiar w itl
practice, erf comprehensive general information, possessed of an analytical mind and a

combination of

[889,

Governor Hum-

phreys judge of the thirtieth judicial district
Since that time he has been
for one year.
secutn e terms and is
incumbent.
In
[873 he was
his county in the state
legislature, and was count) attorney from
January. 1875, until January, [879, a ver
mg two terms. At various times he has
been a mi
uncil of Minned for one term served as mayor of
the city, capably handling the reins
eminent, his administration being
the present

elected

represent

to

;

and progressive.
s-5
In September,
Judge Thompson
was united in marriage to Miss
Wills, m, daughter of D. K. and Louisa
Wetherby Willson, natives of Xew York.
The father died when Mrs. Thompson was
a little girl, and from Hinsdale. Xew York.
Mrs. Willson came with Iter family to Kaneating in Ottawa canity, where her
sas,
like

1

high order of ability and the juonly ability bu) a rare

a

diciary requires not

the

in

.March.

1

that

1

individuality,

will

his

enable him
personal
feelings,

his

prejudices and his peculiar:'
tion in the dignity, impartiality

and equity

of the office to which life, proper!
and liberty must look for pr<

sessing these qualifications. Judge Thompson justly merits the high honor which has
been conferred upon him by his
ion to the bench.

.

1

t

)

li

ccurred in 1877. Mrs. Thompson is
Cuba high school of New
York, and after teaching for tw<

a graduate of the

she

ite

came

to

Kansas with her

mother in 1873. Six daughters have been
born to Judge and Mrs. T!

whom

are yet living.

The family record

is

Ethel May, who was born
1879, and .lied on the 7th of AugTJ
3,
rrace and iertie, tw ins, b tu An:
[893
30, 1881, the latter, however, having
away in August. 1882, while

ws

;

:

<

<

I

with her parents, being
the high school; Edna, born
dith, born December 20.

still

in

Beth,

b

May

23.

to

known

to history

and

ti

>•

known farmer ami
Kansas is James Haston, f Walnut
township, Reno county, w
address is Thurbur, and who was born in
Botetourt county, Virginia, March 25, 1*52.
James Haston is the son of John and
Frances (Lyle) Haston. John Haston was
well

-

central

1

born
28,

Botetourt county. Virgil
in
1N04. and died July 28, [871.

He was

John Haston, who came from
untutored
and
England, an
youth of thirteen years and married a Miss
and three
farris, and reared four sons
daughters.

handle

The

A

1

I

li.

Judge Thompson has devoted himself
assiduously to the study of law and at the
time he went on the bench had a very lucrative and important practice.
Several of the
leading young lawyers of the town have been
students in his office, including the Hon.
R. R. Rees. He has now sat upon the bench
for thirteen years and has fully demi nproblems of the law.

Old

minion, has scut most worthy
representatives to all her sister states and
in that way has favored Kan

as the

11

rn July 26, 1893.

strated his ability

JAMES HASTON.
Virginia,

the

legal pi

intricate

Two

of their sons died in the

life unmarried, and
daughters
living
is
unmaj
daughter Sallie married John

Lucke, of
-

dren.

Frances Lyle. morhi
this sketch, was born in Virginia and was
married in 1844. at the age of eighteen.
John Haston, father of James
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was an overseer of slaves on a southplantation, and had fifteen hundred
hands under him on one plantation, unruly
riage.

ern

fellows,

for the

management

of

whom

he

received fifteen hundred dollars a year, and
something of the quality of the man may
be inferred from the fact that during a

protracted experience he was
obliged to whip only one of them and had
the affection of them all to such a degree
that they vied with each other in doing his
He stood five feet eleven inches
bidding.
in his stockings and was a strong, active
resolute man of undaunted courage.
total abstainer during all his life, before his

somewhat

A

death he counseled his sons to leave strongdrink alone and told them that if they
should d< so they need never fear that they
After his
should make a failure of life.
death his widow married the Rev. James
Neal and lives near Eaton, Preble county,
Ohio, widowed a second time and though
she has attained to the advanced age of
eighty-four years and is naturally somewhat
wealined physically she retains her mental
capacity to a remarkable degree.
James Hasten was reared to farm life
and was educated in the district schools at
his old Virginia home in the exciting time,
of the Civil war. through the fortunes of
which his father lost twenty thousand dollars.
He left home April i. 1S74, witha cash capital of thirty-five dollars and arrived at Sevenmile. Butler county. Ohio,
twenty-seven cents in his pocket
and
.an working on the farm of an old
Bailey.
He later learned the
1

1

1

and after working for the
firm of Lloyd & Thomas became a member of the firm of Thomas & Haston. He
spent seven years in carpenter work, then
farmed two years, and after that returned
to contracting and building.
Still later he
le

turned his attention to construction of
turnpikes or stone roads, with which he was
identified

Ohio

f >ur

years.

He removed

from

to Sterling; Rice county, Kansas, in
rriving there March 4. and for about
[886,
a year worked on the farm of C. K. Becket.
In 1889 he took up a farm of one hundred
At
y acres in Walnut township.

this time he owns four hundred acre- oi
land, stores
and blacksmith shop and
other village property, besides large rancn
buildings.
He long bred and handled cattle in large quantities and at this time mvns
seven hundred head and in 1897 sold twenty-!

ne thousand head.

His operations are
ownership

so extensive that he controls by

and

twenty-four thousand acres of
land.
When he began life on the Kansas
prairie, the land now comprised in his large
farm was in a state of nature. He has improved it and put it under a high state of
cultivation and by his industry and enterprise has converted it into a valuable proplease

Mr. Haston owns his owln telephone,
which he has connected with the various
private and public lines available to him.
He is a thirty-second-degree Mason and
has been inducted into the Ancient Arabic
Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.
He is also- a member of the Independent Order
f
Odd Fellows, From his youth he
has been an ardent Democrat, taking an act-

erty.

1

While a resident of
Preble count}'. Ohio, he was instrumental
carrying that county for Governo|
Campbell and fi r President Cleveland. He
ii.is
filled the office of township treasurer
and was treasurer of: his school district for
twelve years.
ive interest in politics.

in

'''.March.

7.

Mr.

1878,

Haston

married

-Campbell, a daughter of John
Cam pi
pbell/ of Fairhaven, Preble county,
Ibv
and they have had borne to
them seven children
Charles A. Haston
is a young man well known in Reno county.
Martin Haston assists his father very
materially in carrying on his business enterprises.
Frank D. who is only sixteen
years old, is the merchant at Thurbur.
where a pcsti>ffice was established two years
ago.
Harry D. died at the age of eight
J.

'

1.

:

months and James died at the age of three
mlonths.
Samuel O. is six years cftd.
Charles A. Haston is a graduate of the Gem
City Business College at Ouincy,

Illinois.

Mrs. Haston was born in England, April
25, 185S. a daughter of John and Mattie
Scott) Campbell, who brought her, an inHer parents
fant, to the United States.
(
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England and in [859 they
and took up new land which
red and improved.
he} had
>ur
two daughters, all A whi m, ex

were farmers
Hi

<

in

Mr-. Campbell died

Mr.

sixty-five,

in

[890,

Campbell

at

age

13

I

to

I

work of the

the

in

b

fi<

I

1

the age of
the

at

fn >m earlj

mead. w.
le
acquired a fair commonscho
education, pursuing his stud

daughters, are living.

their

was reared

re\ iew,

'.his

and

r

materially

[1

I

1

of

'iic

cepl

of

'i

ii

farm lab

i.

fifteen

years

1

i

when

age.

father

his

died

and he wa-

of

theref< re required to gi
ention and time to farm work.

seventy-five years, in

I

le

remained at home until his marriage, which
occurred Augusl 6, [872, M;ss Mary E.
Whitzell becoming his win,
in Mai
>hio, a daughti r of 11.
n count)
.-

JEREMIAH JASPER GILMORE.

:

.

(

and Hannah (Dunkleborger) Whitzell,
f
whom were natives -1' the Buckeye
They wlere fanning people and on
the old homestead they reared their family
of seven children.
The mother died in November, 1878. when about sixty-tv
R.

known

iah Jasper Gilm!ore, a well

Washington township,

of

resident

both

Rice

was born in Fayette county, IlliHis father, Jerenois, December 23, 1851.
miah Gilmore, was a native of Kentucky,
born in 1852, and at an early age went to
county,

Illinois,

neer

casting in his

lot

among

He wedded Mary Lamdshom, who
in

Kentucky

tanner

that state

of

rearing

there,

and

family

a

of

[866.

w

w<

ing.

at

home

nois

The

own-.

living,

his

whom

eldest.

After

is

Iso

departed this

life

in

trious

away

under the parental
Mr.

Gilmpre

en-

1

liv-

Illinois,

in

woman and made

Both Mr. and Mrs Gilmore were

still

a farm, having through an
business career become a wealthy
man. although he started in life
was
capital and his first crop in Illinois
planted with the aid of one ox.
of the team having been lost.
lit- market
was at St. Louis, one hundred and forty
miles away, and that was reached but once
Wild animals
or twice a year.
continual menace to his poultry and pigs.
The same resolute spirit which en
father to work his way steadily upward was

still

devoted members of the Baptist church, taking an active part in its work and contributing in a large measure to its success.
Jeremiah J. Gilmore. whose name forms

all

marriage

active

manifest

for the family, taking the

ment-.

his

teen children

1875. She was a very indusall of the clothes
raw material and
carding, spinning and weaving the wool
into cloth, of which she made the gar-

passing

child:

in tlie operation of the home farm.
residing in the stone house built h\ his father.
The latter gave to each of his thir-

the age of seventy-eight years,
being in Effingham county, Illi-

Eleven of the number are still
Jeremiah J. being the youngc-

I..

gaged

reached mature

William,

the

roof.

were married and had families of

years,
tfaeir

of

in

:

Swearins, 1>\ w In m
Samuel, a salesman of
Kansas; Carry E., Nellie, lame-,

1',.

living

New toil,

a na-

.

thirteen

In

John and Ethel,

children.

Ireland
and was accidentally
jjjrowlned :i r the very venerable age of one
hundred and four years. After their marGilmore began farming and delie and
voted his life to that occupation,
his wife became the parents of sixteen children,

away

[885.

ife of

one

.1

six

of

en

father was
lived and died

Her grandfather. John Murphy, was

father passed

Unto Mr. and Mrs.
mi nine children
\\ illiam.
Sherman and Olive, at home; Myrtle, the
fall

[825.

Her

1807.

in

the

rid

the pio-

Fayette county, in
There his death occurred in the year
of

settlers

1

state.

-

in the son.
residence in

when he sold his
and came to Rice

Our
[llim

subject
is

contin-

unl

eighty-acre farm there
county, Kansas, secur-

J

ing a homestead here. He began life over
again in this wild western distrii
was then during the pioneer epoch in the
He
history of this portion of the state.

i
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secured eighty acres of land, a tract of raw
and with characteristic energy be-

prairie,

His farm new comprises one hundred and sixty acres and he
also leases two hundred and forty acres.
He carries on general farming and makes
g'an its development.

a specialty of the production of wheat,
planting from one hundred to three hunHe keeps from
dred acres to that cereal.

twenty

sixty head of cattle

to-

He

and works

an

energetic farmer,
whose diligence and strong determination
have been the means of enabling him to
six horses.

overcome

work

He

is

his

a

is

and

difficulties

and

obstacles

way steadily upward to prosperity.
member of the Odd Fellows lodge

and encampment and has passed

of the

all

In politics he is a
in the order.
Democrat, and he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
chairs

Through

years of their residence in

the

Kansas they have made many friends, who
esteem them highly for their genuine worth.
Fidelity to duty and strict adherence to the
teachings

ments

in

ways gain

of

their

their lives

respect

church are potent eleand such qualities al-

and admirati*

n.

W. H. MAUPIX.
W. H. Maupin

a progressive, intel-

is

and successful farmer of Victoria
well
township, residing on section 12.
developed farm indicates not only the thrift
and enterprise of the owner but also a thorough understanding of his business, and to
this class of progressive citizens belongs our
ligent

A

subject.

Mr. Maupin was born
ty.

Missouri,

March

which General

4.

W. H.

in

Howard

1841.

coun-

the day on

Harrison took

his

seat as president of the United States and
the same year in which King Edward, of
England, was bom.
His father, L. W.
Maupin. was born in Kentucky, of French
ancestry, and lie wedded Miss Julia Hall,
They had
a native of the Old Dominion.

Mary Jane, W. H.,
Sarah, Nancy, Lotta, Eliza, Martha, Logan

ten children, namely:

H..

Walter C. B. and one now deceases

The parents became residents of the Sunflower state, taking up their abode in Johnson count}', Kansas, where the father died
at the age of fifty-six years.
He followed
farming as a life occupation.
His wife
was called to the home beyond at the age of
fifty-nine, and both were member- of the
Christian church and were noted for their
excellent qualities of heart and mind.
\V. II. Maupin, the only one of his father's family living in Kansas, spent his
boyhood days on a farm in Missouri, where
he was early inured to the lab< rs of neld
and meadow. In 1858, at the age of seventeen years, he came with his parents to
Kansas, a location being made in Johnsojf
county, but he subsequently returned to
Missouri and in Howard county, that state,
was muted in marriage to Mary E. Leggett,
a native of Howard county and a
daughter of Jonathan Leggett, whose wife's
maiden name was Stapp. The father was
a native of the Old Dominion. Mrs. Maupin died in 1881, at the age of thirty-seven
years, leaving seven children, five sons and
'two daughters:
Ed L., C. W., O. B.,
W. G., Julia May Fuson, Mrs. Florence
Fuson and H. L. The mother was a member of the Christian church, and in her daily
life exemplified her Christian belief.
In
1NN7 Mr. Maupin was again married, his
second union being with Miss A. E. Stapp,
a woman of intelligence and culture, who
was born, reared and educated in
ward
county, Missouri, a daughter of William
Stapp.
He was a farmer by op
and his death occurred in 1858. at the age
of forty-two years, leaving four children^
three now living,
A. J., M. S. and Mrs.
A. E. Maupin. One son, P. G., was accidentally drowned when a young man of
twenty-nine years. The mother of this family departed this life at the age of seventy-i

H

—

and was an active member of the
Christian church.
Mrs. Maupin has also
passed away, dying on the 14th of September. 1 901.
In 1878 W. H. Maupin, the subject of
this review, again took up his abode in the
six years,

Sunflower

state,

where he now owns and
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an excellent farm of one hundred
cated tvvo miles
En im
5,
His home is noted for its good
peneseo.
comfort, and there hospitality
rpreme.
fie is an active worker in
the Democratic party, but has
E
!•

1

-

Mr. Maupin
Sever been an office seeker.
is a member of the Christian church, with
which his wife was also identified. A man
of broad mind, he is liberal in support of
public interests calculated to benefit the com-

.1

in

h< use, in which he wabusiness for seven year-, and while thus

business

engaged he became widely and

known throughout Kingman

him

a

warm

favorably
county. After

abandoning mercantile pursu
one hundred and sixty acre- of

land

in

:

added fn

time to time until lie imw
a valuable farm of four hundred an
acres.

half

ni

wu-

11'-

land is located a mile and a
of Kingman, is under a high
nd has valuable build-

south

munity, and the poor and needy have often
•
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also extensivel) engaged in
and dairying, and in both
- abundbusim
antly rewarded his efforts.

friend.

raising stock

es of his

FRANK

REYNOLDS.

E.

In Kingman county, in 1883,
the marriage of Mr. Reynolds and

ng the enterprising and
which Ireland has contributed

citizen-

our republic

may

ject of this sketch,

md

be mentioned the subwho is one of the prosagriculturists

influential

o lunty.

I

Ce

was

1)'

of

rn in o »unty

igh, Ireland, fifty years ago, and
sen of Frank and Ada Reynolds, nathe same county. There the parents
spent their entire lives, and they lived to
i

is

a

il

es

bee

bow

r

1

grow up and bee
good old family name.
1"

-

.

moved
Clint, n

further west, locating at Plattsburg,
county. Missouri.
There Mr. Reyhis home for one year, on the

made

fexpiratii

n of which period he went

anan county, Missouri, and thence to
Joe.

at

St.

the latter place accepting a posi-

tion in a produce store, in

which he served

with efficiency for six years as clerk.
left

that city

man. Kansas, and after

and came

to

In

King-

his arrival here

he

purchased a carload of lumber and erected

Miss

also a natn

Isle,

Mr. and Mrs.
for many years.
Reynolds have become the parent- of two
children. Marguerite, a young lady of sixteen years, and Samuel I'".. who has readied
sylvania,

fourteen yea

;'

in

Kingman high

the

Protestants

in

The family

school.
their

religious affilia-

Reynold- i< a stanch si
of Republican principles, and for nine years
X
he has served as trustee
f
.Mr.

1

township,

filling the office to the entire sat-

isfaction of

himself

in
-t

1

of

whom

concerned.

all

all

He

the relations of

has proved
an earn-

life

and upright man. and
any ci mmunity n

a citizen

i

proud.

HIRAM
The

subject

X.

MOREHOUSE.
tch

is

a

man

exempli
hut significant saying that good characn
p n which one can use in the warHiram X. Morehouse, who
fare of life.
has filled the office of postmaster at Little
River. Kansas, and; i- a prominent and representative farmer of Rice county, was
born in Orleans countv, New
ireer

I

is

her birth having occurred in
county Derry, and is a daughter of Robert
Carson, a resident of Philadelphia, Penn-

tions.

Frank E. Reynolds, the subject
this
review in his youth enjoyed the educational
advantages afforded by the public *
his native land, and in later years he has
greatly added to his knowledge by observation, reading and travel.
At the age of
nineteen years he bade farewell to bis
home and the land of his birth and sailed
for the United States, landing at Portland.
Maine, and after a short residence there he

nolds

Emerald

are

children

to the

r

She

Delia Carson.
to

1
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1836, a son of Dill L. and .Alary A.
(Smith) Morehouse. His father, who was
native
of Canada, was a son of Lyman
a
Morehouse, of Scotch-Irish ancestry, who
for man_\- years was master of boats plying
on the St. Lawrence river. During the war
of 18 r2 Lyman Morehouse was not friendly
to the English cause and was compelled to

22,

Dominion

leave the

in

With

haste.

his

family he escaped on horseback and fled to
count}-, Xew York, from whence
he went to Orleans county, in the same
state, where he reared his children to years
Later he removed to Michiof maturity.
gan, where he lived out his days. His wife
was also, a native of Canada. They had
Mercy, who
children named as follows:
married Samuel Williams; Dill L., the fa-

Onondaga

ther of the subject of this sketch

;

Mathew,

deceased; Fannie, who married Luther
Herrick; Charlotte who married George
Owen; Elmira, who married Orin Price;
who married Trumian Phelps;
Lucy,

who

Yerkes; and
Myron, who became a retired farmer in the
state of New York, and his wife passed
away February 22, 1902.
Dill L. Morehouse was born in Montreal, Canada, February 19, 1809. and was
Marion,

married

Mr.

when his mother carried him
on horseback to Onondaga county. Xew

three years old

He was eight years of age when, in
1817, the family located in Orleans county,
where he was reared to manhood and
mieagefly educated in the public schools.
He was employed in various ways and to

York.

month and the third year it
was twelve dollars a month. He married an
orphan girl, wlho' wias also- without means,
and they built a log cabin, with a stick and
mud chimney, and bought a few articles of
ten dollars a

furniture at a point seven miles distant, for
in debt to the

which Mr. Morehouse went

extent of nineteen dollars, but this he paid
during the following winter by hauling
An old chest, which served the
staves.
double purpose of chest and cupboard in
their forest home, he kept through life as a
relic of the beginning of his career as a
married man. He succeeded in placing his
land under cultivation in the spring of 1834,

and farmed with some success until 1843,
when he went to Wyoming county, New
farming successfully until 1853,
York,
then bought a grist, saw and shingle mill,
which lie conducted in connection with his
farm until 1857, meanwhile remodeling it
somewhat, and he then rented it in order

He located at Leroy,
to Illinois.
county, where he became a member of the firm of Humphrey, Wakefield &
Company, grocers and mill proprietor's.
Later he traded his milling interest in the
to

remove

McLean

firm for a large tract of land, and in i860,
in company with his son Cyrus, he bought
the Humphrey & Wakefield interest at
Leroy, and until 1864, when his son succeeded him, was a general merchant at that
place.
He lived a life of retirement until

1873, when he opened another store, but
that he eventually sold to his son, who re-

moved

the stock of goods to

During

Champaign

his active life he

the extent of his ability helped to support

City, Illinois.

For three years he worked on
the Erie canal and was employed from time
In 1830 he
to time at other heavy work.

was aided very materially by his wife, a
woman of more than ordinary natural ability.
They planned carefully, worked hard
and denied themselves many comforts in
order to save money and get a start in the
world.
In time they got together a good
property and Mr. Morehouse occupied a

the family.

and with all his
his majority,
possessions wrapped in a pocket
handkerchief set out to seek his fortune.
His first independent occupation was at
chopping cord wood at sixteen and twothirds cents a cord, for which labor he was
paid in corn at the rate of forty cents a
bushel, and he hauled this product seven
miles to exchange for store goods, while later
he was employed by the month at eight
The second year his pay reached
dollars.
attained

earthly

all

place high in the esteem of his fellow citizens.
They were earnestly devoted to the
cause of Methodism, and Mr. Moreho'iise

gave one thousand dollars to erect the
house of worship at Leroy and a like
the
f
amount to promote the celebration
His
centennial of Methodism in 1866.
,
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fe,
whom he married in
\.
[833, was in her maidenhood Marj
Smith, and was born in the state of New
[Tie) had children
Jersey, April [9, [810.
l

as

t<

ws

ll<

1834,

:

(

married

Hiram

V.

Hive
1

'r.

born

August

1

5,

\..

<

tetober 22,

born December [3, [839, formerly lived
Champaign City and Chicago, Illinois,
but recently removed to Minneapolis, Min

g.,
in

who was born February

\.mos R.,

1842, served in the Federal army for
ninety days during the Civil war and is

9.

now

living in Big Rapids, Michigan; OrM., born July 5, 1844. married Dr. E.
C. Bartholow, of Mali. met. and he died
January 3, 1892; Philo F.. born September
The
4. 1847, died at the age of two years.
mother f these children died at Leroy, tllirilla

1

March 21, [887, and the father afterward married Miss L. E. Hemingway, a
Spinster of much culture and intelligence,
wlm was for some years a missionary to the
Fiji Islands.
She made his last days happy
and is now living at Leroy. D. L. Moreuse lied Januar\ 7. [896, and was buried
oois,

'...

111

his family vault at

Champaign

City,

Illi-

His daughter,
beside his first wife.
died January [6, [886; Olive
Orrilla
.,
A. died March [O, [888; and \.mos R. and
nois,

M

1

Cyrus

S.

The

are living.

subject of this sketch

Orleans county,

Xew

York,

was reared
until

in

1843.

Wyoming

county, that state, lived on a farm until he was
seventeen years of age. learned the miller's
with his parent- to

trade,

and after remaining

in the mill for a

time he became one of its Winers. During
the year 1S55
which he was there engaged, lie cut out a stencil brand for branding his flour sacks, and this brand became
1

m

known

as the best flour manufactured in the
county, and long after he had disposed of
his interest in the mill this flour was manufactured under the same brand.
In the
fall of 1901 he returned on a visit to Wyoming county. Xew- York, and 011 going to
the mill almost the first object which met
his

nail

forty-seven years ago.
that event was &

that

view was the old stencil hanging n the
which lie had driven for that purpose

|

|

ren

r

•

I

'

lie

the null, and although

left

use. the stencil
!

te

bri

>ugh1

still

it

home, where

Birnerj

II.

S.

bom

1836, is
the immediate subject of this sketch; Cyrus
in is;
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it

\\

hung

ith

is

in

him

kept

as

ii'

now

t

in

in

to
a

Kansas

his

mini;

prized

relic.

In [859, after his marriage. Mr. Mcirehouse returned to Xew York and took
and his father's mill and other
property, which he sold in [860.
Going

dhiaxge of his

he was Eor a fe
farming and in (868 embarked
in the furniture and undertaking business
at
Leroy, conducting it successfully until
1872. when he S» Id his interests there and
removed to Streator, Illinois, where he was
an undertaker ami furniture dealer fi r live

again to

engaged

years.

Illinois,

in

Selling out his establishment at the

1877, he returned
wdiere he farmed for three years.
latter place in

t

He

next

dealer in grain and genera! mer-

chandise

at

Saibina,

McLean

county,

Illi-

where he lived for four years, during
Which time he filled the office of postmaster
In [885 he
and was local railroad agent.
removed to Rice county, Kansas, and
bought one hundred and sixty acre- f land
nois,

1

adjoining the corporation line
River, which he yet owns.
Mr. Morehouse has made many improvements on his property at Little River,
wdiere he owns a large residei
barns and outbuildings, and also
orchard and groves of fori
He has added one hundred
mental trees.

and sixty acres to his original pur
his homestead now agg
dred and twenty acres, all of whi h
In
1886 7
shipped grain, and in [889 was
postmaster at Little River, in wh
he served for five years, a part of
under an adverse admindstrati
tire satisfaction of bis
then he has devoted his attend
farming and stock-raising, and
inadequate to hard lab' is
ages his business interests with

ree
:

-

cultivation.

1

t

He

ability.
I

all

is

a

Royal Arch

the chairs in

I

M

1

hununder

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

1408

He

and

his

wife are members of the Methwhich he holds

odist Episcopal church, in

the office of trustee.
In 1859 Mr. Morehouse married Miss
Elsie A. Chapin, who was born in DeWitt
county. Illinois, February
15,
1837, a

daughter of Hiram

and

Martha

to

Mila

Van

Arsdale,

clerk at Little River

;

and

Nellie O.. born February 22.

1879. is tne
wife of O. S. Ramage, who is a successful
farmer residing near Little River, Kansas.

(Day)

Her father was a native of Tennessee and her mother was born in KenHe was
tucky, where they were married.
an early settler in Illinois, and his first purchase of land embraced the original site of
the city of Springfield, which, without any
idea that it would ever be so valuable as

Locating in Deis, he sold very cheap.
Witt county, he bought considerable land
there and became a prominent and influAfter rearing his children
ential farmer.
to mature years he sold his property there
and retired to Leroy, where he died in
1871. His wife died in 1853, and both were
it

of the Cumberland Presbyterian
church. .The following data concerning their
children will be of interest in this connection
Their son John died at the age of

members

:

twenty-two years; Stillman A. resides at
DeWitt. Illinois; George died unmarried; Abraham D. died at Canton. KanMartha married C. H. Rutledge;
sas;
Ursula married Dr. Richards, who afterwards became known as Colonel Richards, and he was killed at Raymond,
Mississippi, during the Civil war, while
later his widow became the wife of Dr.
Morris: Elsie A. is the wife of Hiram N.
Morehouse; Rebecca married J. Vanderventer: and Nancy is the deceased wife of
Smith, of Leroy. Illinois. Hiram N.
J. \
and Else A. (Chapin) Morehouse have
had children as follows: Frank C, born
Januar 8, [861, died April 17. 1863; Minnie E., born March 6, 1863, is a successful school teacher; Martha O.. born October 17. 1865, died October 14, 1891
Hiram E.. born March 31, 1868, is engaged
in farming ,,n his father's homestead in
Rice county; Mary A., born October 1.
.

;

1871
a member of her father's household: Ge rge W., born April 30. 1X70, is
prominently connected with agricultural
interests, and was married an the 28th of
.

November, 1900,
whose father is a

JESSE

H.

WILSON.

Prominent among the enterprising and
farmers and stock-raisers of
successful
Kingman county, Kansas, is Jesse H. Wilson, who resides on section 6, Union t< »wnship.
He is of Irish and German descent
and was born August 24. 1857. in Hendricks county, Indiana, which was also the
birthplace of his father, John W. Wilson.
His paternal grandfather, John White Wilson, was probably a native of North Carolina and was a pioneer of Indiana, being
about fifteen years of age when he removed
with his parents to the Hoosier state. He
became a farmer of Hendricks county,
where he spent the remainder of his life,
dying about twenty-five years ago.
John W. Wilson, the father of our subupon the home farm in
ject, was reared
Hendricks county, Indiana, and on attaining his majority commenced farming for
himself upon his father's place, remaining
there several years. He then rented a farm
in his native county, which he operated five
or six years, and in 1884 came to Kansas,
locating in the city of Kingman. Kingman
county, where he resided three months. He
then took up a claim just over the line in
Pratt county, where he spent two years, and
after it was proved up he removed to
Greensburg. Kiowa county, where he con-

ducted a hotel for eighteen months. At the
end of that time he removed to the eastern
part of Indian Territorv. where he had a
mail route for a time, and at the opening of
the strip made the run with the rest and secured a tract of land near Arkansas City.
To the improvement and cultivation of that
place he devoted his energies until the summer of 1900. when he retired from active
labor and removed to New-kirk, leaving one
Politically
of his sons to operate the farm.

MR. AND MRS.

|.

H.

WILSON.

BIOGRAl'lllCAL HISTORY.
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an ardent Republican, and religiously
prominent member of the Methodist
In Inchurch, being formerly an exhorter.
diana he married Miss Malinda Kay. who
Norn in that state and is still livUnto them were born six children, of
ing.
whom our subject is the oldest. In order of

tion

Mary
as follows:
Lawrence Cummings,
Oklahoma:
Oliver E.,
a fanner of Xewkirk.
who resides on his father's farm near Xewkirk: James M., a farmer on the Ponca
reservation. Indian Territory: Emsley P., a
stock buyer of Ponca City on tl

graded
keeps one hundred head of cattle
as well as a line
shorthorns and Herefords.
thoroughbred Poland China hogs,
He
including several registered animal-.
feeds a large number of hog- each year, and
lot
feeding
is well worth a visit
to his
it
when hi- hogs are getting in shape for mar-

reservation: and Roselle X.. wife of Bert
barber of Newkirk, Oklahoma.
Upon the old homestead in his native

ket,

years he gave his attention exclusively
having little stock aside
few hogs, and he raised principal!} corn and
>n locating here his -lock con-

he

is

eral

is

a

to farming,

1

birth

others

the

Nancy

are

Ellen, wife of

county [esse II. Wilson grew to manhood,
and remained under the parental roof until
twenty-one years of age. when he
Before
out in life for himself as a farmer.
leaving Indiana he was married, in Hendricks county, to Mrs. Sarah L.
as born in Dayton, Ohio, and is a

daughter of Aaron and Margaret (Woodles.

Her mother

i-

now

but her father is still living and
in Indianapolis. Indiana.

home

deceased,

make- his
Her first

husband was James Howell, by whom she
had twi children: Harvey H., who is now
in general merchandising in Cunningham. Kansas, and is a prominent citizen of that place: and Herbert, who makes
his
r with our subject but is farming
for himself.
The children horn to our subject and his wife are Faunes and Lewren,
both at home.
84 Mr. Wilsi n came with his father
to Kansas and settled in Kingman county
on the farm where he still lives, purchasing
section 6, Union
quarter
f
from one of the early the county. At that time it was only slightly
improved, and his first home here was a
-e. which a year later was replaced
bstantial frame residence,
by twenty-eight feet in dimensions. The
first year of his residence here Mr. Wilson
broke forty acres of land, and in connection
east

;

vm

land he also

for others for a few years.

!•'•

r

sev-

one cow" and

in:

he has gradually given more and more attento the stock business until to-day he

—

I

central

ther

for

When matured

they will weigh
seven hundred pound-, and in
addition he also ha- a number of line horses
lie is
of the Mine Bull and Wilkes breed,
recognized a- one of the best judges of well
bred -wine in this section of the country.

Kansas.
from -i\

to

From

year to year Mr. Wilson ha- prosbusiness affair-, and ha
property, enlarging his farm by the
purchase of eighty acre- of land, which is
tlie south half of the northeast quarter of
section 7. Union township, and also the
quarter of section 6 and south-

pered

in his

to his

irter of section 6,

when

prairie

it

came

which was
his

into

all

raw

possession.

farm i- now fenced and well imIn
buildings.
proved with g
good
barn, thirty-eight by forty
erected a
feet in dimensions, which can accommodate
twenty horses, and a!-, ha- a 1:.'
Five years later he
and forage capacity.
greatly enlarged and remodeled his house,

The

entire

1

ruoture,
so that it is now a with porches on both the east and west sides,
has a two-acre grove and orchard,
which add- greatly to the attractivi
-

E

.

with the operati

worked

1

<

sisted Of but

In

the place.

politics

Mr. Wilson
citizen-,

worth and

ability,

is
indep
recognizing

-

two term-

already served

as township treasurer,

lected

to

his

have called upon him to

that

office

and was

the fall of
of the school

in

member

He

is

communitv, and

is

board and road overseer for a time.
a niati of influence in his

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
respected and esteemed wherever
known. Mr. Wilson was reared in the
Methodist church, but later embraced the
Quaker faith, to which he still adheres.

highly

HENRY

C.

SMITH.

Henry Carey Smith, who is numbered
among the enterprising and progressive
farmers of Jewell

made

home

county,

where he has

1887, is a western
man by birth, training and preference, and
the spirit of energy and advancement which
his

since

dominates this section of the country is
manifest in his business career.
He was
born in Cass county, Iowa, November 19,
1
85 7, and is a son of Hiram and Naomi
(Dillon) Smith.
His father was born in
Virginia January 14, 1805, and was the
eldest son of eight children born to Levi
and Abigal Smith. In the year 1813, when
a bare-footed boy of eight years, he moved
with his parents to Union township, Clinton county, Ohio, and remained there until
he was twenty-five years of age. During
that time he became associated with the
Dillon family, and removed with them to
Vermilion county, Illinois. On the 24th
of May, 1832, he was married to Naomi
Dillon, who was born December 14, 1813,
the eldest of ten children born to Luke and
Charity (Wright) Dillon, and a native of

Ohio.

Unto

union were born eleven

this

and three daughters, six
of whom are now living, namely: Luke, an,
artist in Villisca, Iowa; William, proprietor
of a music store in Griswold, Iowa; Reuben,
a night wtatoh in Kewanee. Illinois; Oliver,
a farmer of Jewell county, Kansas; and
children, eight sons

Abigal. who is
Hlenry, north of

with her brother

living

Mamkato, Jewell county.

Austin and Charity died when quite small;
Levi died at the age of forty-four, James
the age of fifty-five and Hanna when

at

sixty-three.

Hiram Smith, in S 5 5 reroi ved with his
family from Illinois, amid in the same year located hi a half section of new land in Cass
township, Cass county, Iowa, two and a half
1

.

miles north of the present site of Griswold.

There he soon made a comfortable home
for himself and family, and on this farm

November 9, 1857, at
the age of fifty-three years, his death resulting from typhoid fever.
Our subject

his death occurred

was then
reared by

less than a year old,
his widowed mother,
under many disadvantages in
family, and she taught them to
ent Christian lives.
She was

and he was

who

labored
rearing her

live consist-

formerly of

Quaker faith, but after removing to
Iowa she united with the Christian church.
She resided on the old homestead until

the

June

25,

failure

at

1890, when she died of heart
the age of seventy-six years.
served for a short time in the

Her son Levi

Civil war, marching under the command of
WillGeneral Sherman through Georgia.

iam served for three years as a soldier in
Union armv during that struggle, being
member of Company I, Twenty-third Iowa
Volunteer Infantry, and was in a number

the

a

of the hard-fought battles.

In the district schools near his boyhood
C. Smith pursued his preliminary education, his knowledge having since
been largely supplemented by reading, ex-

home Henry

perience and observation. He assisted in the
cultivation of the fields upon his mother's
farm and early became familiar with all
the departments of farm work, remaining
at home until 1887.
In March of that year

he came to Jewell county, Kansas, and rated on a farm not far from his present hi ime,
five miles north of Mankato. This land was
partially improved, and with characteristic
energy he began its further development.
His first house was a little frame structure,
sixteen by twenty- four feet, with eight-foot
ceiling.
In 1890 he purchased his present
farm, and has since made many substantial
improvements thereon, so that it is now supplied with all the modern accessories and
conveniences of a model farm of the twentieth century.
He has built a splendid barn
and residence, and has four hundred and
twenty acres of rich land, on which he raises
both grain and stock, and in both branches
of his business he is meeting with creditable success.
He has a large orchard and
1<
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raises fruit extensively.

the 1st of

May,

Mr. Smith married Miss Sophronia
E. Pierson who was born in Pottawattamie
county, Iowa, in 1862, and they have had
five children, two 9 ns and three daughters.
The eldest, Era O., died at the age of fourThose living are Minnie,
teen months.
Mrs. Smith hail
Jennie, Edgar and Nettie.
brothers and four sisters, seven of
five
whom are still living, and with the exception
of one si-ter, Mrs. J. M. Barr, of southern
Mrs. Smith
Kansas, all reside in towa.
[880,

1

,

sifter of H. L. Pierson, who
rheumatism of the heart in
She is a daughter of
February, 1S94.
Granville and Elizabeth Fray) Pierson, the
former a native of Indiana and the latter
is

a

twin

died

of

(

They

of Ohio.

are

now

residents of Potta-

wattomie county, Iowa, being- identified
with the agricultural interests of that lo-

Her

cality.

father

his country in

wars, and

is

was

now

seventy-six years old.

Mr. Smith was reared in the faith of
and cast his first vote
Hon. J. A. Garfield, but in 1892 he voted
for J. B. Weaver and has ever since supFor two years
ported the Reform ticket.
he filled the office of township treasurer.
Both he and his wife are members of tinChurch of Christ, take an active part in its
work and contribute liberally to its support.
He has been superintendent and secretary

in

1849 ne

his father, on

1m. aid

,a,ll(

'

1

America with

'"

the sailing vessel River-

They remained one year in New York
and then located in Sauk county, \\ isconsin,
dale.

where the elder Patterson engaged in fanning-, which he continued until
his
death,
when he was about forty-five years old. Hefore he was twelve years of age Robert
Patterson was obliged to provide for his
own support. For a year after his father's
death he worked for a farmer at five dollars
a month, and the next year he earned eight
dollars a month.
After about five y<
Farm hand he and tw
men In night a thresher, which they perated
every year during the threshing season until
During the
the machine was worn nut.
spring and summer months he worked for
lumbermen at logging, rafting and kindred
'•.

<

1

work.

On

a loyal soldier of

both the Mexican and Civil

and

old.
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the 14th of

(

(ctober,

(868, Mr. Pat-

married Mary J. McMurray, who
was born in New York city, a daughter of
Robert and Hannah (Ferguson) McMur-

terson

In

the Republican party

ray,

for

due time Mr. and Mrs. McMurray removed
from Xew York city, whence they had come
rFn m Ireland, b
Michigan;, where the
mer died at the age of about forty
ur years
and where his widow died April 30, IQ02.
aged eighty-one years. Robert G. and Mary
McMurray) Patterson have had eleven
J.

of the Sunday-school for a number of years,
and for a long period has been an elder in
the church.

His

life is

consistent with his

being proverbial,
while in all business transactions he is
straightforward and reliable. He has now
reached the aee of forty-five vears.
profession,

his

honesty

ROBERT

G.

PATTERSON.

subject of this sketch, who
the leading farmers am! business men of
western Kansas, was born in the north of

The

;

;
1

er 25,

1845, ani '

-

's

a son

Gray) Patterson.
William and Jane
His mother died when he was three vears
of

1

natives of

the

north of

Ireland.

t<

fi

I

children, five of

whom, named

as

follows,

Edward, Lydia, Maud
and Harry. The two eldest. Jessie and Edward, are married. Mr. Patterson provided
are living:

Jessie,

children with excellent educational advantages, for he believes that at this age
education is a powerful weapon in the battle
of life, notwithstanding the fact that he
"picked up" his own education, and is as
good a business man as lives within the borders of Jewell county.
After
his
marriage Mr.
P;
farmed for two years on a rented farm in
his

On

May. 1871, he
Wisconsin for Jewell
county. Kansas, where he arrived on the
nth of June following. He settled on section 1. in Vicksburg township, in a ten-bysixteen-fo
hanty, built of green
sin.

left

the old

the 6th of

home

in
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native timber on four corner posts, which
were set into the ground. In tins shanty
two of his children were born, but the
younger died at the age of four weeks.

to the public a lot for a cemetery, in

Shortly afterward a log addition was added
to this primitive dwelling.
In the year
1876 this residence was replaced by a more
commodious stone dwelling, a story and a
half in height, with a basement, and this
continued to be their home until 1883, when
they removed to the farm adjoining Omio.
This village has since disappeared, and on
their farm they have erected a commodious

Mr. Patterson of this review, is a publicman, who has at heart the best incounty and state,
and who is fully in accord with the progressive policy which has marked the latter day
history of the Republican party.
His fellow townsmen have come to know that he
may be safely depended upon to respond
helpfully and liberally to any demand for
the advancement of the best interests of
any considerable number of the people of
his township or county.
A friend to education, his influence has always been for the
betterment of the public school system, and
he has been generous in the support of religious worship in his part of the county.

and substantial residence,

at a cost of about
thousand dollars.
Mr. Patterson made a substantial start
in his business career in Kansas by the purchase of a lumber business in Formoso,
Jewell county, for three thousand dollars.
That enterprise he managed successfully
for about ten years and then sold it for
eleven thousand dollars. He now owns several large farms, including a homestead of
three thousand acres, every acre of which
is tillable and which is one of the largest
farms of its kind in this part of the state.
five

He is also the owner of considerable town
property, and it is often remarked by those
who note the facility with which he handles
his large interests that he manages them
with less apparent effort than is put forth
by ninny men in the management of a
forty-acre farm.
In politics he is a stanch
Republican, and though he wields much
influence in his party he has been too busy
to accept the

numerous public

offices that

have been offered him by his fellow citizens.
He is a member of the Masonic order, and
he and his family are communicants of the
Adventist church.
Robert Caldwell, the grandfather of
Mrs. Edward Patterson, was one of the
early settlers of Jewell county, and his
memory is held in kindly recollection by
all who knew him.
His advent into the
county antedated that of Mr. Patterson, -and
at his death, which occurred when he was
eighty-eight years of age, he was doubtless
the oldest homesteader in the county.
He
built a wire fence around his land and gave

his old neighbors laid

him away

which
His

to rest.

granddaughter married Edward Patterson,
the son of our subject.
spirited

terests of his township,

HARRY

M. STOXE.

The fine old Keystone state of the
Union has contributed a due quota to the
personnel of the best citizenship of the state
©f Kansas, and among her native sons is
numbered Mr. Stone, who

is

one of the rep-

resentative and
successful
farmers and
stock-growers of Barber county, where he
has maintained his home for the past twenty years, so that he may be consistently
termed one of the pioneers of this favored
section of the Sunflower state.
Mr. Stone was born in Bedford county, Pennsylvania, on the
27th of April,
i860, being the son of the late D. F. Stone,
who was born in the same county and who
died in Medicine Lodge, Barber county,
Kansas, on the 12th of September, 190 1.

His father was likewise a native of the
Keystone state, where the family was esearly day and where the
name has ever stood for sterling worth of
character and fur honorable and) useful manhood ?.nd womanhood. D. F. Stone was
reared on the parental farm in Bedford
county, receiving a common-school educatablished in an
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Upon

tion.

attaining years of maturity he

assumed

connubial
for his wife a lad)

responsibilities,

who

is

taking

likewise a repre-

sentative of one of the sterling old families

She still makes her home
of Pennsylvania.
in Medicine Lodge, having attained a venWhile our subject was a mere
erable age.
child Ins parents removed from Pennsyl
vania to Illinois, locating in Geneseo, where
they continued to make their home until
[879, when they decided to cast in their lot
with the vigorous young state of Kansas.
They located on a farm near Lyons, Rice
county, where the father was eng
and stock-raising until
from active business,
when he came to Medicine Lodge, the thriving count)/ seat of Barber county, and here
He held
passed the remainder of his life.
the unqualified confidence and esteem of all

agricultural pursuits

retirement

1

win.

knew him. being a man of stro
marked energy and utmost

acter,

kindli-

and Catherine Stone were
born eight children, namely: Harry M., the
immediate subject of this review; Louisa,
the wife of Clark Conkling, of Lyons, Kansas
Florence, the wife of a Mr. Hall, of
Barher county; William, who died young;
Daniel, a successful farmer of Barber county; and Frank, Howard and Emanuel, who
remain with their mother in the city of
Medicine Lodge.
Harry M. Stone was reared to the age
of five years in his native county in Pennsylvania, and then the family rem
I"

ness.

!'.

»-

I

:

Henry county,

1413

emption claim of one hundi
and there he devoted his attention to
farming and stock raising until [899, when
he purchased his present fine farm.
nprising
dge township,
two hundred and eight) acres of most fertile
and prolific bottom land, eligibly located in
the .Medicine valley and constituting one
of the besl farm- to be found in
county, the land being well adapted for the
acre,

•

1

raising

of

grain,

is

while gigantic

crops

of

hay are ha
particularly well watered, has about forty

alfalfa

1

good orchard-.
modious and substantial residence and other
excellent farm buildings, while the entin
acres of fine timber,

farm

well fenced.

1-

tion offered

is

An

exceptional attrac-

that of a fine

fish
|

the place, the

mens

1

>i

same affording

excel lc:

mestic use. Mr.
thoroughly progressive in his meththe tinny tribe

f<

it <1>

Stone is
ods and his enterprise and good judgment
are shown in every detail of the equipment

and management of
special

grade
swine.

his

estate.

I

attention

to the raising of
highincluding horses, cattle and
hundred and seventy acre- of

live stock,

One

the place are under effective cultivation, and
the property is one which is constantly inin value under the fostering care
of the able owner, wto
of the representative and influential citizens
of the county, while his characteristics are
indicated by the high standing which is his

the

in

community.

In politics he gives his

has already heen

allegiance to the Republican part)-, but he

There he was trained to the
Sturdy discipline of the farm, paining a
deep appreciation <>i the dignity and value
of honest toil and endeavor, while his educational advantages were such as were af-

has never sought political offices, though he
has taken a public-spirited interest in all
that has tended to conserve the advance-

Illinois, as

intimated.

the public

1

:

si

ie aco mpanied his p
removal to Rice county. Kansas, being
a youth of nineteen at that time, and in this
State he has ever since maintained his resile remained in Rice county for a
of five years and then came
her county, where he took up a trad
1.

1

their

I

in

the

l

>-..

!

•

--':.

n dis

id

1

I

ment and material prosperity of

his

home

county and state. His religious faith is that
of the Presbyterian church and bis wife is
a member of the Methodist Episcopal
church.
He has served for many years as
a member of the school board of his district,
;i\
]

reciating the value

doing

power

b prorm ite
Fraternally he
lied with the lodges of the Independent Orall

in his

1

I

cational interests.

i

e

Knights of
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Pythias in the city of Medicine Lodge, being a popular member of each and having
a large circle of friends in the county where
he has passed more than half of his life. He
has attained a noteworthy success through
his own well directed industry and consecutive application, and is to be considered in
this compilation as one of the representative
men of his county.
On the 24th of December, 1891, at Sun
Mr. Stone was united in
City, this count)
marriage to Miss Orpha English, who was
at the time a popular and successful teacher
-

,

She was

born in
Louisiana, Pike county, Missouri, in which
state she was reared and educated. Her father, Cornelius English, devoted his life to
agricultural pursuits, and he died at Eldred,
Kansas, at the age of sixty-eight years, having been a devoted member of the Presbyterian church. His widow, whose maiden
name was Susan Scott, now maintains her
home in Medicine Lodge. They became the
parents of seven children, namely: Benjamin. Cynthia. Collins, Robert, Orpha (Mrs.
Stone). Mattie, wife of Mr. Jones, of Butler county. Missouri, and Lizzie, wife of Mr.
Frazier, of Oklahoma. Our subject and his
wife have four children: Howard C, Lesin the

ter

public schools.

M., Mabel L.

and Madge.

he came to America and settled in Brown
county, Ohio, where he married Sarah Bratwho died at
the early age of twenty-six years in the
county of her birth, where he survived her
until his death in 1889.
ton, a native of that county,

William H. Kirkpatrick, father of Grant
Kirkpatrick, was educated in a district
school near his parents' home in Brown
county, Ohio, and became a farmer.
In

he

1861

enlisted

in

the Fifth Regiment,

Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, and

did

gallant

service as a soldier during the Civil war for
three years and three months, until he

was honorably discharged and mustered out
in 1865, w tn the rank of lieutenant.
During a part of the time he was under the
command of General Grant and for a month
he was confined in Libby prison as a prisoner of war.
After the war he returned
to Ohio and bought an improved farm of
seventy-five acres, about four miles from
i

Ripley.

Amanda

January 5, 1865. he married
Dixon, who was born in Brown

county, July 10, 1840, a daughter of Harrison and Cinderella (Pickril) Dixon, natives of Ohio.
Mr. Dixon, who was a
farmer, was of Irish extraction, and his father Harrison Dixon, Sr., was an American
soldier

when

in

his

months

the

war

of

1812-14.

He

died

daughter Amanda was only nine
and his wife, who was of Ger-

old,

man

GRANT KIRKPATRICK.
Xot many of the leading farmers of
Reno county, Kansas, were born on the
farms on which they now live. One such,
however,

is

the

whose residence
fourth of section

whose

subject
is

2,

of this sketch,
in the southeast oneSumner township, and

at Andale.
Grant Kirkwho is a prominent farmer and
stockman, was born on his farm, located
as has been stated, May 19. 1873, a son of
William H. Kirkpatrick, who was born in
Brown county, Ohio. May 4. 1840. and was
a farmer all his life.
The father of William
H. Kirkpatrick was a native of Ireland and
by trade a weaver. In the course of events

post-office

patrick,

is

ancestry, survived until 1869.
William H. Kirkpatrick lived in Brown
county, Ohio, until 1868, when he removed
to a farm near Pontiac, Illinois, and after
one season there he went to Crawford coun-

Kansas, where he farmed four years and
He made the two long journeys by
a wagon and had many noteworthy experiences by the way. In 1873 he again moved
with teams, this time to Reno county, with
his wife and five children, to the present
ty,

a half.

home

of his widow and son, in the southeast
one-fourth of section 2, Sumner township.
At that time his only neighbors were Mr.
Schultz, three-quarters of a mile away, and
John Gill and Wright Chase, still further
on in the same direction. There was not a
tree standing on his land and great herds
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ed at will over the prairie.
sometimes coming onto his claim, where he
His firsl house was somewhal
the prairie covmtry,

bf a novelty in

for

it

ill
of cottonwood logs which he cut
near the Arkansas river and hauled to his
but it resembled some of the other
houses in central Kansas at that time in having only one room.
During his iir-i year
there he broke ten acres and planted it to
com.
July 5. 1S74. there came a report
lians were on the warpath and intended to massacre all the settlers in central Kansas and most of the settlers fled
'to Hutchinson and Wichita, the holder ones
iting tor mutual protection at the

K.

\\ ilson

;

some

of their number.

The Kirk-

went as far north as Mr.
where several families had

family

patrick

Whitbeck's,

ami there awaited developments.
ecame apparent that the alarm was
false and the next day they went back home.
That year Mr. Kirkpatrick broke twentymore ami had what appeared to
he a promising crop of corn, which. August
gathered,

-

;
,

lestroyed by an

-

immense swarm

of

They,

resembling a great
med to come out of the sky at the
and descended upon the claim.
While improving his farm Mr. Kirkpatrick
at times at whatever he could find
r times were hard and he was unheavy a financial load as he could
le led an active life almost to the
lis death, which occurred in
1894,
one of the prominent men of his
township, where he was awarded the honors
of a pi. meer. As a Republican he was active
•pers.
1

I

I

I

-

tl

work and was frequently

a dele-

and he rilled the
road overseer and township trus-

iunty conventions
if

I

school

as for years a member of the local
board,
lie was one of the charter
of Haven Post, Grand Army of
-

ublic,

and from the age of

fifteen

death was a communicant
church, with which his
long been identified, and for years
3
icon in the Mount Hope church, of
t.
He has a brother and a sister
til

hi-

hristian

who

Kirkpatrick,

Brown

ille,

a

is

county.

<

tl

Ihio,

and

Elizabeth Kirkpatrick, who married Samuel
Mcllhemiey, a farmer, who lives near WinTwo of Mrs. Kirkpatrick'- brothchester.
ers and one of her si-ters survive
William

—

claim,

,
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ler

Frank

Dixon, a

of Jackson county, Kansas;
farmer, who h

Portland, Oregon; and Adaline, who is the
wife of George .Mark-, a railroad man. of
Saint Joseph, Missouri.
1. rant
Kirkpatrick is the sixth in order
of birth of his parents' family of eleven children.

The

first

horn died

in

infancy.

Ed-

ward

lives in Laughlin, Texas.
Harry lives
with Grant and their mother, assisting in
the management of the farm.
Frank is a

farmer in section 2, Sumner township. Melissa married Jacob Prough and died on the
family homestead in tS<;_>. leaving two children, named Herschel and Lela. who are
now-

members

of

Grant. Samuel
ship,

half a

is

family of

tin-

a farmer in

tin

Sumner town-

mile west of the Kirkpatrick

mestead.
Rosa married Ri
died at Wichita. Kansas, leaving two chil-

ru

dren,

named Helen and

Lv

Virgil.

wife of of Alfred Priest, a farmer in Haven
township.
Minnie married Harvey Ran, a
farmer in Sumner town-hip.
Charles 1- a

member

Cram'- hou

er

1

was in the district schools near his
that Grant Kirkpatrick gained his education.
He early acquired a pra<
It

home

I

perience as a farmer and he
mosl successful farmers and
hi- vicinity.

with wire.
-hade tree

Hi- farm

About

is

one of the
stockmen in
fenced throughout
i-

ten .acres of

it bears line
Inch were planted in
1876, and about four
,ted to a
tine orchard.
For several year- lie has been
gradually increasing his herd of cattle un1

til

he

now own-

for';

shorthorns. Besides operating his own farm
he rented considerable land anil
hundred and fifty acres sowed to
wheat and twenty acre- to oat- and planted
eighty acre- to corn.
le is regarded as one
.

I

-e— ful and progressive young men
has as a Republican

of his township and
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taken an active interest in local politics. In
He
18S9 he was elected township clerk.
was a delegate from Reno county to the
Frank
nominated
convention
that
Kingman
Vincent for senator, and has often been a
delegate to county conventions of his party.
His public spirit has been manytimes demonstrated in different ways and there is probably not a citizen of his township whose interest in the general welfare is deeper or
more abiding or who may be more safely
relied upon to further to the extent of his
ability any movement which he deems beneficial to the people.

removed to Florida, where the;.- spent
and where Mr. Lewis died.
His widow then returned to North Carolina,
and her declining days were passed in the
eastern part of that state, where she died at
ally

several years

the extremely venerable age of ninety-two
years.

She and her

first

husband became

members

of the Baptist church, and
family were two children.
William, who died' in Wilson, North Carolina;
and Elijah H., the father of the subject of
this review.
Elijah H. Revel was born in Xash county, North Carolina, on the 9th of February,
1S17. and there he was reared.
His boy-

earnest
in

—

their

hood days were passed upon his father's
where he acquired a good Enand in early life he studied
medicine and finally entered upon the active
practice of the same.
Later, however, he
became a planter and managed his farming
plantation,

HENRY

B.

REVEL.

glish education,

Mr. Revel is one of the efficient officers
of Rice county, being a member of the board
of county commissioners, and his election to
this important and responsible office indi-

regard of the o immunity and of the party of which he is a
member, while in all the relations of life he
is known as a worthy and progressive citizen.
He is now actively identified with the
cates his position in the

farming

interests of central

Kansas and is
and promi-

a representative of one of the old

nent families of North Carolina.
He was
born in Xash county, that state, on the 10th
of January, 1844, and was reared on the
home farm in Cleveland
>unty and pursued his education in the public schools. He
is a son of Rev. Elijah H. Revel, who was
likewise born in North Carolina, and the
hitter's

a

father

member

was born

in

France and was
band of
native heath and

of the greatly persecuted

Huguenots who

left their

cast in their lot with the colonies of

who sought

Hugue-

freedom in North
Carolina.
He belonged to a prominent and
wealthy family of France and became one
of the leading and influential citizens of his
nots

community

religious

in the

new world.

In his busi-

was prosperous, becoming a
and slave-owner of North Carolina, where he passed the remainder of his
life.
His wife survived him and afterward
married E. Lewis, wit!; whom she eventuness affairs he
rich planter

interests in connection with his professional

duties for over twenty years.

During

that

time he was very prosperous and accumulated a large estate, but the Civil

war came

on and most of his possessions were swept
away. During his early manhood he enin teaching school, ever proving
capable and proficient in all that he undertook.
In 1S66 he removed to Knox county,
Kentucky, where he passed one year, and he
then removed to Laurel county, where he
remained until summoned to the life eternal,
his death occurring at London, that o unty,
on the 2d of December, 1895, at which time
he was seventy-nine years of age. He was
broad-minded, intelligent, enterprising and
public-spirited, and his labors and example
were always of benefit to the community in
which he resided. He was over six feet in
height, of athletic build and weighed one
hundred and sixty-five pounds. He greatly
enjoyed life and made the most of his op-

gaged

portunities for happiness, while at the same
time he was stronglv sympathetic and charitable, doing much for the poor and needy.
When twenty-one years of age he made a
profession of religion and joined the United
Baptist church, in whose communion he
continued until his death. 1111864-5
licensed to preach by the congregation of

MR.

AND

MRS. H.

B.

REVEL.
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New

church,

Bethel

Cleveland

in

County,

North Carolina, but he was not ordained
the ministry until September, i>
ted in the Lj
he was
church, in Laurel o unty, Kentuckj

to

a

work on

in

Lynn

merges

full

inl

administrator of estates, for he
thus devolving

alua_\ s di

untry

t>

1

In 1895

perfi >rm a

marri

no-

this

man. whose career was
.

has been

an untarnished name and
life devoted to his family, his friends, his country and his God.
When but sixteen years of age the Rev.
Elijah H. Revel was united in mai
isan

Hammond,
to

of

enter the folW'illiam died at the

Wesley Hastings, died

lames H.,
in

who

lost

O mfederate

the

in

beth

is

county.
a

the
I

only three

1

the wife of

:

\\

in

Ten-

an arm while
arm;
.

Oklahoma

;

'

\\'..

who

soldier in the Confederate

H

J.
'

i

m

Rice county, Kansas; Pinkna died in Texas;
Chauncey A. i- a resident of Rice county.

Kansas; Albert L. is a resident of
Esther became the wife of Henry
and after his death married Erne! Bender,
a.
Kentucky: and Wade C. resides in li
Revel, whose name initiates
spent his childhood 'lays in his
received his edu
discipline in the coma
at the age of seventeen years, he entered
i'».

home and

"ederate

ber

of

Company

army: becoming a
II.

inteer

mand

of B

Thirty-fourth

Infantry,
era!

memNorth

undei

William

der and
ewall" Jackson.
te
took part in fourteen hotly contested hatties,
innumerable skirmishes, and all the
rns in which his regiment p
ted up to the battle (if Gettysburg, being
taken prisoner at Hagerstown, Maryland.
then taken to the B
I

whom

Of them we

living.

tv.

In

lineage.

1

'I

them were

daughters, of

Geman

'iiie of the daughters died in
vh
infancy, the others being a- fi Hows: Frances A. is the wife of Godlip Strohmyer, of

of a

and

age of

Sarah
county. North
the parents of

parents'

calli

E

memory

sylvania anil were of

,v,

reward, he has
the

the

1

attacked
with a chill and became confined to his bed,
never regaining his health, and he lived but
•

ble

at

November, [852

and was

funerals,

upon him in a
and trustworthy manner.

Carolina,

is buried at thi
Cleveland county. North
Hammonds were from Penn-

The

Carolina.

I

as executor of
i

of tin-

artery.

n of his life

fruitii

tnd

1

the Chris-

lief in

and the

North

ity,

Mount

can not be measured until time
eternitj
He officiated at hun-

rs

1

and

with the exception

i

army; and

these children,

two years, when he was not able
jion,

the rebel

I

ace

He w;
te
Association for a number
ami after the organization of the
ciatii n he «
He com

Missouri

tl

in

i Wallace \ a
Susan Hammond) Re-

Kentucky.

Camp

ith,

he-

and

1

died

health.

of

army,

the immediate subject of this

1-

I.

review; Robert died
Mary, the younj

i

il

occurred in

his death

also

II.

soldier in the southern

I

that time until about ten years pri
death he always had charge of fr
to tive churches, hut was finally

Elijah

,

came

where he was held for thirty days, after
which he was tr:
Maryland, where he remained six months.
He then enlisted in the First Regiment of

like

armv. died

in

I

in

the
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of Captain Hooper De Strout, of
Bangor. Maine.
He did scouting duty in
Minnesota, under Generals Pope and Sibly, and took part in skirmishes with the Indians, serving for nearly two years, at the
expiration of which interval he received an
At the battle of the
honorable discharge.
Wilderness Mr. Revel received a shell wound
in the hip. and as a result was confined in

command

about sixty civil and criminal cases, and
only one appeal was taken from his decisions.
This was taken to the supreme court and
remanded back to the county for a new trial
and the final decision was in harmony with

which he had originally entered. His
duty is above question, his integproverbial, and all who know him
speak of him in terms of praise and entertain for him high regard and confidence.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Revel are members of
the Missionary Baptist church, with which
he has been actively identified since he was
that

fidelity to

rity

Richmond, Virginia, for
He saw some hard service, often going on long, tiresome marches,
and frequently was compelled to subsist on
very short rations and thus endure the pangs

the hospital at
forty-one days.

m

t

much

1

the lumbering business nearly three years.

On

the expiration of that period he went to
Laurel county, Kentucky, where he was engaged in operating the homestead farm for

three years, then removing to Douglas
county. Illini »is. There he purchased a farm,

gave

farm now produces sufficient grain
him a good annual income.
litics Mr. Revel was formerly a Republican, but since coming to Kansas he
his

Sunday-

many

of the

1

:

ck to net

himself with the Reform party
>ly served in many offices. He
clerk of Pioneer township for
years, was justice of the peace
for six years and is now serving as
commissioner. 'While he was incumbent of
e of justice of the peace he tried

a very ear-

is

and

(

his attention

for fourteen years.
In 1S85 Mr. Revel arrived in Rice county. Kansas, and here he
effected the purchase of a tract of raw land
from the railroad company. Since that time
he has given his attention to the improvement and cultivation of his propertv. and
has by !iis well directed efforts transformed
it into a richly productive tract.
He carries
on general farming and raises some cattle,

and

the church

Sunday-school associations, and does all in
his power to advance the cause of Christianity.
He has filled many offices in the
church, including those of trustee, deacon
and treasurer, and has been superintendent
the Sunday-school.
As has been already stated, Mr. Revel
was married in the year 1864, the lady of
his choice having been Mrs. Sarah A. Corprew. the widow of George Corprew. who
was killed while serving in the Confederate
army.
She was born in Virginia on the
14th of February. 1843. being a daughter
of Augustus and Elizabeth Brinson) Revel,
the former of whom was a representative of
a collateral branch of the same family to
which our subject belongs. Augustus Brinson was a fisherman on the Potomac river,
and died in Virginia when his daughter
Sarah was a mere child, and she afterward spent a portion of her time with an
uncle.
She was one of five children, the
others being Thomas, who entered the
Confederate service and was never heard
from after going to the front James A.,
who still resides in A 'irginia and two daughters, who are deceased, each having borne
Mr. and Mrs. Revel
the name of Mary.
have had no children of their own. but

of that.

cultivation he

in

school, attends the meetings of

when he received his discharge she joined
him in Wisconsin, where he was engaged in

whose

worker

nest

Mr. Revel was married at Norfolk, Virginia, on the 12th of August.
1864, and
when he was released from prisi n
his wife with him to Minnesota. In Septemshe returned to Virginia, and
5,

to

He

twenty-five years of age.

At one time, on a three days'
of hunger.
march, he had nothing to eat except parched
corn, and

is

:

lia< identified

their

was township
f two

At
I

home has

'dieltered

many

little

ones

uld have otherwise been homeless.
various intervals they have cared for

nineteen children, and one of the
they formally adopted.
John L.

whom

—

they took into their

number
Revel,

home when he
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was but three years of age, and whom the)
His mother's maiden
reared to maturity.
name was Mary Tarter, and she was a naECentucky.
Mr. and Mrs. Revel
wing upreared and educated th
on him loving parental care and attention.
He married Miss Sarah Quarterman, oi
ille, [llinois, and they have five sons,
Ansel and
William. Ri
its,
lie is now engaged in farming
Claude,
near the h< me place, and is one of the worcommuthy and honored young

—

-

•

Fraternally he

nity.

identifie

is

member

1

wife's

death occurred

Florida, in iN<>2.
1

living

at

>ne sister of

Florida,

Jacksonville,

in

1

Jacksonville,

in

home of one of her
Mr. Christopher is still

the

Charli

family of Five children; they are: Julia E.,
wife of VV. S. Whiteman, engaged in the
electrical business in Jacksonville, Florida;
lie

sonville, Florida;

Rufus

and William

a res

1

1.,

machine)';
L.,

who die
s,
New York

Bap-

the

the ad-

at

vanced age of ninety-one years.

1

1

d

his
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with

his

rch.

Charles L. Christopher was acquired

ative city, which

public school

CHARLES

L.

CHRISTOPHER.

business man. and one who
te with
on die high regard
he lias been associated is Charles L.
Christopher, who devotes his time to the
il

whom

E

fruit

and

is

also

lie

engaged

in

the

a native of St.

is

having occurred
His
there on the 22nd of September. 1852.
was b rn in
New York, where he was engaged in the
rocery business. In 1849 he removed to St. Louis. Missouri, and there
I.

li

-

.

entered

into

his

birth

partnership in

eery business with Rufus
the preside
il

-

ing

in thi

Bank.

me

J.

wholesale
Lackland,
tmen's

Mr. Christopher remained
tntil

1803.

when he

having been very successful.
-

the

Subsequently he went to Sing Sing. Xew York,
where he entered the military school. After
remaining there for more than tv
f twentyhe left the
two engaged in the produce business at

retired.

rk.

-

Yo'nkers for a simil;
id thence
he went to Xew York city.
Here he was
connected with a hardware firm
- and afterward
wa
sale cigar house, having charge of
through the
ear.
At this time he received
'

I

a severe sun-stroke,

work

which incapacitated him

for several months.

In the fall of
returned to St. bonis with his
mother, and parting with her there, be came
to Reno county, Kansas, and dui
for

e

He had made

iged in the cattle busi-

excellent investments in city property

prominent citizen of
lis.
In Rochester, New York, Mr.
Christopher was married to Mary E. Heylative of the Empire state and of
Her
dish ancestry on the paternal side.
John Heywood, was a prominent
hatter of Rochester, and was- numbered

f the next year he located

in

store on the east side of

mg

the early settlers of that city.

Main

street.

Here

'

be carried on the grain and poultry
ability greatly prospered, his

patronage exof Hutchinson.

:-.

On

the

25 th

of

John

Christopher was a stanch advocate oi
Republican principles, and a liberal sup•'
porter of
He passed
church.
aw a
is, in December. 1804. while
G.

was

supplemented by a two years
military

insurance business.

in the

tha C. Smith, a native of Reno county, and
ter of E. A. Smith, one of the pio-

neers of the Sunflower state.
living in

Hut

Her

parents

father at
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the age of eighty-six
eighty years of age.

and the mother

ly

:

Lewis A., Harry

Charles W.,

all

born

er in

at

rive

A..

boys, name-

John

and

G.

in Jacksonville. Flor-

E., who was born in HutchPrevious to his marriage
Kansas.
Christopher had purchased a claim of
eighty acres situated about four miles northIn 1877 he removed
east of Hutchinson.
to this farm and engaged in the pursuit of
agriculture until the year 1880. when he
sold out and went to Yonkers. Xew York.
After two years spent as a merchandise
broker in this city, he removed to southern
Florida, where he remained for nine years.
He purchased a farm of forty acres of land,
situated about one hundred and fifty miles
south of Jacksonville.
This he planted to

ida;

and Lloyd

inson,
Air.

in political and social circles.
He
a loyal defender of Republican principles,
having often been elected as a delegate to
the county and city conventions.
He is a
member of the U. C. T., and also holds
membership with the Episcopal church, having served as vestryman for the past six
years.
His life has been one of honor and
integrity, and he enjoys the high regard and
confidence of his fellow men.

cupies
is

young orange trees, and was engaged in
orange growing and truck farming during
his entire residence in Florida.
He was
very successful in both lines of work,

though visited with one severe

frost,

al-

which

damaged many

of the trees. In 1890, however, he sold his orange plantation and re-

turned with his family to Hutchinson, where
he purchased an interest in an insurance
business which was conducted by his fatherin-law.
They did an enormous business
here, representing as high as twenty-six
companies.
The high moral standing of
the company was an important factor in
bringing to them patronage, and the sucthe firm was due to the honorable
principles and upright dealings of its members.
In time Mr. Christopher became
owner of the entire business, and also added
accident insurance to the already large list
of companies.
In 1894 Mr. Christopher purchased a
beautiful residence,

which

is

J.

The

east.

It is

modern

in all

feet.

The

tasteful furnishings of the

home

plainly indicate that the occupants are peo-

and refinement, and its doors
are always open to the many friends of the
family.
Mr. Christopher also became own-

ple of culture

RAPP.

is a self-made
without any extraordinary family
or pecuniary advantages at the commencement of life, has battled earnestly and energetically, and by indomitable courage and
integrity has achieved both character and

By sheer force of will and untiring effort he has worked his way upward
and is now numbered among the leading agriculturists of Rice count}-.
He was born in Clermont count}'. Ohio,
fortune.

i

located at Xo.

surrounded by fine large grounds,
having a frontage of one hundred and fifty
respects,

B.

subject of this review

man who,

j

220 Sixth avenue,

1898 of a farm of ten acres, situated

about three and one-half miles northeast of
Hutchinson.
This farm is devoted to the
cultivation of fruit, there being a large orchard and vineyard on the place, and also
acres of rich land upon which are grown
small fruits in abundance. This pr< >perty is
highly improved and bids fair to bring Mr.
Christopher a handsome profit on his investment. For the past few months he and
his family have made this farm their home,
enjoying the balmy air of the country and
the fresh products from the farm.
Coupled with his high financial standing is the prominent position which he oc-

Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Christopher have heen born

near Boston, January j, 1857. His father,
seph Rapp, was born in the same neighborhood and was a member of an old ami
prominent Ohio family. The grandfather,
Joseph Rapp. St., was born in Pennsylvania.
Joseph Rapp. Jr.. followed farming as a life
occupation and was a Republican in his poHe married Elizabeth Hill,
litical views.
who was horn in Clermont county, Ohio, a
i-
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of Samuel

Mr. Rapp was
age of
twenty-eight years, leaving a widow and
J. B., our subject; Chester, a
us,
Hill.

t'ue

ther

now

is

living in

(

She

wnship

t'

Dimmitt.
grandfath
lilah

Sarah

worthy

a

is

.

;

;

s

was the

lie

in

sist

mother

his

The;,

he father

Mary Ann

Parkers and
also

the

Ohio.

a well

informed man.

state

of his nativity

the

in

when he removed

3i,

namely

.Mrs.

Macon

to

made

Newton, of

I

his

rst

Evans,

who
i

is

entered

it

owner

irrnpri

has a good residence, which

v.

-

die best in

\

lis

in

their seventy-seventh year.

oc-

Veron

daughter,

[902.

The

Church of

Rapp have been born one

I...

I

Rapp, born M
parents hold membership in the
eneseo, Kansas.
Mr.
Luella

the

men and measun
upright and

true to the duties of busi-

reliable citizen,

and private
'

I

life,

and

his sterling

worth

has gained him high regard.

farm
and

general farming and
ising.

re;

educated

in

Clermont

County, Ohio, a daughter of Thomas Hair.
a native of the Old Dominion.
Mrs. Rapp's

Dimmitt. made
his
way on horseback from Virg
Ohio in 1797, locating in Clermont county.
His wife was in her maidenhood a Miss

great-grandfather,

\kD

'

At the age of twenty-three years Mr.
Rapp ch
anion for the journey
of life Miss Martha Belle Hair, who was
born,

death

his

n

iship,

ii

with

I

Democratic party, and
February 24, u
Mrs.

a

twelve horses

\

1

a

1

there he

The mother

1901.

8,

son.

culti-

at a. cost of one thousand dollars, and his
large barn, costing seven hundred dollars.
'

thai

Kansas.

June

from the government.

and accessories, and his fields annually yield to him a golden return for the
care and labor which h<

He

>

of the Church of Chris

away

a high Mate of
ved with all m

children,

five

member
the

w;

now under

ing

buried
an heir

curred!

!

•

I

Dimmitt. also of

The farm on
home.
which he located was only partially imthe place was a sod house
e

is

Elizabeth K

:

Rapp: Luella

m the expiration of that period he
Rice count]
here lie
.

lie-

Rapp

fty-three years; Mrs. Marti

county, Illinois, where he remained
1

They were

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas

Ball estate.

E

ecome

the

were related
ho

thel,

the

in

turn

in

Balls, of Virginia.

re!;;-

i

therefore

lined

South,
to

who

,

fat'

I

Rapp.

and M
Rapp. married

I'..

of .Mrs.

1

his

was >eho married Jonas Hair, the

v.

children.

)hi

church,
(member
member.
of which her husban
1!.
Rapp, the immediate subject of
J.

when

cabin in

firsl

'

\

several children

—

resident

seventy-four years.

the

ted

called to his final rest at the early

Ezekiel

Amoi
Barber

V.

GANT.

sentative

citi

ne

c

much

promote the industrial precedence of this
E
the state through his able and
discriminating
farmer and
stock-grower, i- Mr. Gant, who now mainto

1

tains his

home

in the attractive little

Medicine Lodge, having partially retired
from acti
though he still main-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
tains a general supervision of his large

and

important interests in connection with the
raising of high-grade cattle and horses. He
and his son Joseph are associated in the conducting of an extensive enterprise in this
line, and have done much to advance the
stock interests of the state, while our subject is the owner of one of the largest and
most valuable ranch properties in Barber
county, his landed estate having an aggregate area of five thousand acres. Mr. Gant
has a beautiful home in Medicine Lodge
and is held in the highest esteem in the
community, being known as a man of impregnable integrity, marked business and executive ability, progressive ideas and true
public spirit, so that he is particularly entitled to

pilation,

specific representation in this

which

com-

do with those through
have conserved the developlia^

h

whose efforts
ment and material advancement of central
Kansas, whose opulent resources can not
fall

short of appreciation.

Richard V. Gant is a native of the state
of Tennessee, having been born in .Marsha!
county on the 22d of May, 1844. His paternal grandfather, Zachariah
Gant, was
1

born in England, whence he emigrated to
America when a young man and located in
North Carolina. From that state he eventually removed to what was then Giles o unity, Tennessee, where
he was numbered

among the earliest settlers, having there entered a tract of government land, which was
covered with a dense growth of native timber, and he eventually reclaimed his farm
and placed it under effective cultivation, becoming one of the honored and influential

men

of that section of the state.
There he
reared his four sons, namely:
John, who
was bom in North Carolina prior to the
removal of the family to the pioneer farm
in Tennessee, and who died in Kentucky
only a few years ago, at the age of eightynine years; Alfred, who likewise died 111
Kentucky, within recent years; William, who
died many years ago in Marshall county,

Tennessee; and Joseph, the father of the
subjed of this review. The last named remained on the old homestead and cared for

his parents in their old age,

and they finally
accompanied him on his removal to a farm
which he had purchased in Todd county,
Kentucky, where they passed the residue of
their lives, passing away in the fullness of
years and having ever held the esteem and
high regard of all who knew them.

Joseph Gant was born in Giles county,
Tennessee, in the year 18 18, and there he
maintained his home until 1854, when he

removed to Todd county. Kentucky, as has
already been noted, and there he continued
to devote his attention to agricultural pursuits until his death, in 1882. at the age
of sixty-four years. Like all of his brothers he was a life-long member of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which he held
for many years the office of class-leader,
while he also rendered efficient service as

an exhorter, being a
rity and one whose

man
life

of spotless integ-

was ordered upon

a high plane of usefulness and honor.
In
the early daws he was sent for from far
and near to comfort and pray for the sick

and afflicted, and his deep human sympathy
and unvarying kindliness gained for him a
place in the affection of a wide circle of
friends.
His was the faith that made faithful, and the world was made better by his
life and example.
In his native state of
Tennessee Joseph Gant was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Bugg, who was
born in Williamson county, that state, in
1819, and she still survives her honored husband, making her home with her youngest
daughter,

Kentucky.

Mrs.

Snead,

in

Todd

county,

She has been a devoted member

of the Methodist Episcopal church from her
early yttuth and is a woman of gentle and
noble character, receiving in her venerable
age the deep filial love and solicitude which
is so justly due her.
Joseph and Elizabeth

Gant became the parents of ten children, of

whom we enter brief record, as follows:
Patrick, who tendered his services in defense of the integrity of the Union during
the war of the Rebellion, having enlisted as
a member of the Twenty-fifth Kentucky
Volunteer 'Infantry, sacrificed his

life

on

the altar of his country, being killed in the
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uga; Martha is the
William Kannier, of \\
county. Oklahoma; Richard V. is the immediate subject of this sketch; Robert died
in childhood, in Told county, Kentucky;
William makes his home with his nephew,
of

battle

E

ir

subject

Jos
county,

Kenfarmer of Todd
tucky; Milton also retain- his red. knee in
that county; James is engaged in farming
in Si. J< seph o unty, Miss< uri; Jane is the
wife of [oshua Harris, of Todd county,
Kentucky and Mary T. is the wife of James
successful

;

if

forty miles below the

tile and
through >hio and Indiana and in
Columbiana county of the former sta
gan was captured, in July. [863.
it

it

that county.
<

I

ick to

1

was mustered out
er of th

having

After

service as a valiant

Kentucl

of service

in
•

thus

and

ceiving

rendi
loyal soldi)

Mr. Gant returned to his home.
and on the 2 1 st of July, [864, he was united
.

in

Richard V. iant was a lad of
when he accompanied his parents on their

1

(

i

i

;
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marriai

:

to

horn in
in
Kentuck}
84 1.
being a daughter of Iholemirah and Nancy
.

.

1

cunt}-,

Kentucky, and in the public schools of the
state he completed his early educa-

latter

aining.

•

He was

not

eighteen

yet

age when the dark el. aid of civil
war obscured the national horizon, and his

in

the

riage

moved

.-late of Virginia, where their marwas solemnized and whence they reto Kentucky, where Mr. Bi

in

1

and patriotism were quickened into definite and responsive protest
when the rebel guns thundered against the
ramparts of old Fort Sumter. In
intrinsic loyalt)

tendered his services

Union, enlisting,
as a private in

in

defense

of

many

Kentucky.
Company K. Eighth Ken-

in

command

of

drilled

tl

years.

John, a farmer of
nty, Kentucky: Thomas, who died

Rus-

and Bowling Green, in vvhii
it made its headquarters
for a time.
Like the majority of cavalry regiment- the
Eighth Kentucky did not participate in any
of the great battles of the war. and for this
reason much of the arduous and dangerous
work of the cavalry is overlooked in history.
The regiment saw much skirmishing, guerrilla fighting and so
and this command had the distinction of
capturing the celebrated Confederate gen-

John H. Morgan, whom it put
famous raid through Ohio and Indiana.

eral.

left

Marrowbone.

to this

Tennessee.

if

1

engaged in
Kentucky: Benjamin, who died

Moses

is

in

there;

Sarah, the wife of the subject of this -ketch
Iholemirah, who is a farmer
ty, Kentucky: Nathan, who die! in Marion
count}-. Illinois, about the year
Zachariah T., a farmer of Kentucky.
Shortly after their marriage Mr. and
;

1

place

The regiment when assigned

his

1

at

sellville

his

until

eight children, namely:

at Russellville.

The regiment was

pany.

pursuits

when Mr-. Gant was
widow surviving him
The) became the parents of

eight years of age, his

the

tucky Volunteer Cavalry, commanded byColonel James H. Shakelford, who was later
made a brigadier-general, while Captain

Hudgepeth was

agricultural

death, which occurred

duty

marched

through Kentucky, crossed the Ohio river

removed to Washington county,
where they maintained tl
il

Illinois,

deuce for a period of hvc year-, at the expiration of which time the}- r
rion county, where Mr. Gant purchased a
farm of eighty acre-, to whose cultivation
he devoted his attention tor the ensuing
four years.
He then returned to Washington county and shortly afterward, in 1875,

came

to Kansas, loca

herokee

(

county, with the expectation of there securing "joy land." hut hieing disappoi
this he proceeded to Barton county. Missouri, where he purchased and partially improved farm of eighty acres and tl
1
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make

tinned to

his

home

In that

until 1882.

year he came again to Kansas, making Barber county his destination, and here
tip a pre-emption claim of one hundred and

on section 33, M
the journey
ship, having- made
from Missouri with team and
by which was afforded transportation
his
and three children and
wife
for
were
resuch
household
effects
as
Their
first
residence
was a
quisite.
sixty

acres,

I

the

woodwork

of

'which was of native cedar and walnut, and
thus Mr. Gam became one of the p
of the county, a full score of years having
elapsed since he took up his abode within its
lie brought with him on the riverconfines.
land trip from [Missouri thirty-five head of
cattle, and with this nucleus he engaged in
the stock business, in connection with the
development of the agricultural resources of
stead farm.
For a time he was
also engaged in transporting camp supplies
for the government, hauling corn and other
provisions and supplies from Hutchinson.
Newton and Wellington to Camp Supply,
while on his return trips he brought posts,
of which he disposed at good prices, having received as high as twenty cents apiece
for the same.
He made the best of improvements on his farm and continued to
expand the scope of his operations in the
line of stock-growing until his enterprise
became one of the most extensive of the
v

He

sort in this section of the state.
his

si

1

Ji

iseph

now own

and

a magnificent stock

large stock farm may be seen about seven
hundred head of high-grade short-horn cattle, many of which are thoroughbreds, the
e owners ever aiming to improve
the grade of stock and having thus exerted
a marked influence in promoting the stockgrowing industry in this section. Mr. Gant
•

.

the open or free
until the

range for grazing

same was

about four years ago, ami

finally cut off,
lie

then began

to purchase additional land in the county,

the ultimate result being the accumulation
of his present extensive estate,

which affords

ample grazing facilities. Fie and his son
are also giving special attention to the raising of horses, of which they have at the
time of this writing about one hundred and
twenty-five head. In 1893 Mr. Gant placed

and
Medicine Lodge, where he purresidence
beautiful
property, on
Walnut street, where he is enjoying the rehis years of earnest toil and endeavor.
He makes almost daily trips to
his ranch, which is ten miles distant from
in the care of his eldest son

h

remo\ed

to

the city, in order to assist his son in the

supervision of their extensive interests. He
a man of marked executive ability and

is

progressive methods have been brought to
bear in his ranching operations, so that the
results attained have been notable and gratifying, while

citizens
his

Mr. Gant

is

known and hon-

ne of the essentially representative

1

of the county where he has made
for the past twenty years and
and enterprise have con-

home

where

his labors

ranch of five thousand acres, all being
fenced and equipped with other proper improvements, the original pre-emption claim
forming the nucleus of this fine landed estate.
Fifteen hundred acres of the ranch

tributed to the material prosperity and legiti-

are located on the south side of the Medicine river, in Mingona township, while the

ing served for a number of years as chairthe county central, committee, of his
party, though he has never sought political
preferment for himself. He has been long
linently identified with the Farmers' Alliance, in which he held the office of
Fraternally he
chaplain for two years.
his abiding interest in his old

remainder

is on the north side of the river.
Lake City. Elm Mills and McAdoo
townships. The range is thus well watered
by the river mentioned, while
supplies are secured from natural springs

in

'

;

and artificial ponds, the water Facilities thus
being of exceptional excellence.
On this

mate advancement of the community.
Mr. Gant gives an unswerving allegiance
to the Populist party, and he has taken an
active interest in the cause of the same, hav-

comrades

in

arms by retaining membership
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in that in 'ble

>

irgani

:at

Xo.

m

In

Mr. Joseph

'

'

lied

with

the

party

Populist

an

Medicine

of

174.

members

>th

of

\rmv

d

i

eing an

public

a

nature, having

many

tilled

of the

I

pal church.

tin

Mr. ami

I'o

have

born,

been

Mr-.
nam*

.

Marion county,

died in

Illinois,

at

who

witli

v

d in the
tile

business

Mei

in

Minnie M.. win

of his

p;

1

with the Ancie
d both he and hibership in the

1

years; Joseph, who
his lather in the operation

liree

:;

been
merand

Work-

'

i\

ppularity

lunty
cial life

and are prominent

in

the so-

unity.

-

1

popular teachers

in the public sell

•MX.
of our sul ject,
1

1

was b
17th

the

irn in

of

Marion

April,

sentative

his educational disciplhu

pul

thai

li

in

'.

state an;!

M

the

the time

whili

of the family's removal to Barber
Kansas. In Barber county, Kansas, on the
24th of December, 1S90, lie was united in

marriage to Miss Hattie Kin
born in Missouri, a daughter of Alf
tnor M. (Ferguson) King, both natives
Pennsylvania, where they were reared
Their marriage
educated.

whence they eventually reir county, Missouri, where

ized in Illinois,

move
Mr. Kindeath

:

occurring

esidue of his life, his
about twenty-six years

His widow is still living, ma!
home near
now the wife of John Brown, an

living
i-

at

the present

engaged

in

time

gard of

duty,

have gain

\

1

number

•

is

VV.

A
boi

Tamplin,

1.

1

who

is

now

native of the Bt

1842.
cated

an

•

he was

.

March.
His grandfather, John Tamplin. lo-

li

I

/Ogami count)

.

i

I

Ohio in a very early day,
what was then Lucenville, now Cincinis now
nati, wlv
in

in

i'

street,
still

in

but the

title

t

dispul

burned.

]

In the early days he

Tamplin,

eriff

of

md when

I

'ite small he removed
Dayton, where he was firsl
running a sawmill and afterward

b

is

Michigan
wife Mr. Kin-- chose Miss
Ferguson, and of their two children the One
surviving

to

ty
In

is

the lumber business in

•

tnty,

second

Fletcher,

who.

ti

:

veteran of the Civil war.
Alfred Kit
thrice married, his
--r chilwith a Miss Carr, by win
dren, of whom the only one known

who
Men

len

:

'

is

and

wL

Louisa, the
a resident of California.

ful

in his operations,

his industry

and

were th.
a mpetence

ility
it

Mr.

and Mrs. Joseph Gant are the parents of five
Rosa May. Bessie, Jenchildren, namely:
nie, Richard and Luther.

and

to enable

g

f.

him

r

him

a.

-

I

home beyond in Pickaway c
companion and helpmate on the journey of
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life

Mary Ensey,

he chose

a native also of

Ohio ami of English descent. She is still
in Dayton, making her home with

living-

reached the
of her

her daughter Belle, and has
ripe old age of eighty years.

One

brothers, Samuel Ensey, was twice a member of the legislature of Indiana, and was
vice-president of one of the railroads of that

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Tamplin were

state.

born six children.
Chicago
••

— George,

'

•

W.

engineer;

11..

who

died

in

and was a locomotive
the

subject

of this

re-

view; Mathew, a successful farmer of Preble county, Ohio; Belle, wife of William
Winder, a carpenter of Dayton, Ohio John
W., who was formerly employed as a locoengineer and now makes his home
in Chicago; and Mary, wife of Horace
Blakesley, an expressman of Dayton, Ohio.
Mr. Tamplin gave his political support to
the Whig party and both he and his wife
were worthy members of the Methodist
;

church.

of sixty miles.

After a time, however, Mr.

Tamplin was given charge of the Home
Avenue Railroad, from Dayton to the National Home, where he had charge of two
fact, the whole pracworking of the n ad was under his

locomotives, and, in
tical

After three years spent in
supervision.
that capacity he came to Hutchinson, the
date of his arrival being April 6, 1881, and
he was soon given charge of an engine on
the Santa Fe road, which position he has
ever since held, but during his twenty years'
connection with this company he has had

many

different runs.
His first run was
from Niekerspm, where the shops were then
Dodge City, which he continued
for nine years, and his present run is from
Great Bend to Scott City, a distance of one
hundred and tweny miles, making the round
trip every second day and carrying a mixed
train of both freight and passenger cars.
He goes west on train Xo. 357 and returns
on No. 358.
located, to

_

W. H. Tamplin

received his elementary
an old > g schoolhonse in Dayton, where he recived but meagre privileges, but in later life he has greatly added
his knowledge by experience, reading
ti
rrvation, and is now a well informed
man.
Starting out in life for himself at
the early age of fourteen years, he worked
On
at farm labor for about four years.
the 1 2th of August. 1861, he began his
identification with railroad work, first entering the sendee in the capacity of a fireman u the Indiana Central, now the Panhandle road, his conductor having been
John Miller. His run was between Dayton
and Indianapolis, a distance of one hundred
and ten miles, and he remained as an einthat road for about three years,
ploye
during which time he was promoted to the

education

in

1

f

1

p.

sitii

n

1

1

engineer.

On

the

expiration

employ of the
Dayton & Michigan Railroad Company, in
the same capacity, his run being from Dayton to Lima. Ohio, a distance of about
of that period he entered the

seventy-one miles, but after about eighteen
months thus spent he began work for the
Cincinnati. Hamilton & Dayton Railroad,

between Dayton and Cincinnati,

a distance

During his connection with the railroad
business Mr. Tamplin has made careful and
shrewd investments of his earnings. In 1886
he purchased three hundred and twenty
acres of raw prairie land in Rice count}",
Kansas, located on the west half of section
range 6, township 26. As the years have
passed by he has placed his land under an
excellent
state
of cultivation, and has
erected all the improvements necessary for
a
a well regulated farm, consisting of
modern residence, large stables and sheds
for stock, three good wells and many other
valuable accessories., while beautiful shade
trees and an excellent orchard, containing
an abundance of small fruits, further add to
tlie value and attractive appearance of the
7,

Two

hundred and twenty acres of the
devoted to pasturage, in which may
be found excellent grades of stock, and he
also pastures about one hundred head of
During the past year he
cattle for others.
has shown his wise judgment by planting
forty acres of his land with broom corn',
which yielded a very handsome return. In
1898 Mr. Tamplin purchased his present
commodious residence in Hutchinson, located at No. 320 Fifth avenue, and in addiplace.

place

is
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three

ivns

idence

is

nine

a

lots
ri »

in

>m

u

and tastefully

Lake town-

i

furnished.

halter

by
ti

1

but

trade,

America engaged

after

Sunfl< <wer state

tin.

coming

in the tilling of the

ab

ut

to

soil.

[877,

where he followed the quiet pursuits of the
farm until his life's labors were e

away

Nickerson, Kansas,
His wife bore the maiden name
in 1892.
if Mary Curtis, and she passed to the home
beyond in Winchester, Indiana. The union
of our subject and wife has been brightened and blessed by the presence of eleven
f
Ednamely: Cora, the wife
death, passing

in

1

.

mond

D

engaged

near Turon,
of Portland,

Reno county:
(dreg, in:

Wan Damen.

farming

in

Oliver, a barber

Ella,

wife

the

of

pn fessor of music
al St. John. Kansas; Ed, employed in the
Santa Fe machine ships at New
isy, at home: Bessie, also at home:
r

a

I

who is learning the jeweler's trade:
Emma, a member of the high scl
Hutchinson; Grade, who died at Greal
Bend: and two who died in infancy. Mr.

Willie,

Tamplin
publican
efficient

casts

his

principles,

worker

in

Ancient Order of

ballot

in

favor of Re-

and is an active and
the ranks of his party.
connect him with the
United Workmen, the

which he has attained the third degree, and the BrotherHe is a
Locomotive Engineers,

Masonic

member

fraternity,

in

of the Methodist church

at

Great

Bend, while his wife and family hold memin the church of tk<
Mr. Tamplin is a
nation in Hutchinson.

of this art

le

U

i

farmer and wheat grower.

ney,

now

horn

in

who was

February
farm on which Fred21, 1835,
erick Forney, grandfather of the subject
inty,

i

Ihio,

(

'

i

1

Abraham

'Hi.

For-

ney, father of Frederick Forney am
grandfather of Samuel V. Forney, n
from Baltimore, Maryland,
was am early pi< neer in the
ods

and

w

Buckeye

The

state.

family

is

of

1

i

English extraction and thi
this sketch is
grandfather of
believed to have been the first of the name
in America.
A distinguished re]
tive of the family was John W. F01
influential
Pennsylvania, a brilliant and
journalist, who was prominent before and
after the Civil war.
Frederii
at Burrton, Kan as, of pneumonia December 19, 1891, when he was aboui
eight years old.
He was a tine!;,
E

I

tinned man, six feet tall, of a clear
and remarkable memory, lie dev
Ins

active year-

t<

intellect

farm:

1

years near Columbus,
for fourteen
Ohio, where he owned three hundred acres

lived

He

of land.

Peab

bought a half

se

dy, Marii

n

which

he located in December. 1S77.
of this

sketch

lived

Th<
with his grandfather
1

f

his

child',

holds him in peculiar veneraton.
married Margaret
Forne)
Frederick
Mordis,
b re him one son, A. R. Forney, who is
living, and another who died in infancy.

Grandmother Forney was
old,

intercourse with him.

I

of Hutchinsi
l

ployers,

and progressive aid to hi- emand has won the warm regard
and confidence of all who have had business

I

mentioned and his postoffice is at I'
Mr. Forney was horn November 2, i860, in
Guernsey

practical

ial

name

«e

23d of .March. [865, at Richmond, Indiana, was celebrated the marriage
of Mr. Tamplin and Mary E. Thornhill,
who was born in England butwhen a child
accompanied her parents on their removal
to America, the family locating ne
n; nd.
Her father. Thomas Thornhill, was
e

a

1-7

SAMUEL W FORNEY.

tl

hi

'

eighty-t

3, torn, her year- numbering twice those of her grandson, Samuel
n, A. R. Forney. She
Forney,

November
-

W
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is remarkably preserved, both mentally and
A. R. Forney married Elizabeth Mitchell, who was born in 1838, in
Guernsey county, Ohio, a daughter

physically.

Her father
ander Mitchell.
of eighty-two years, having reared
in
Mr. Forney
51
ns and six daughters.
and Miss Mitchell married about 1850,
and they had one daughter and eleven sons
Fi

all
of whom grew to maturity, of whom
the subject of this sketch was the
son.
The first death in the family was that
fi

of Elmer Forney, the third of his father's
children, who passed away unmarried at

the age of twenty-two years.

Almira, the
eldest child and only daughter, married
Morgan Arnold, of Peabody. Kansas. Willis Forney, the fourth of his father's children in order of birth was at the age of
twenty-two years, shot to death in cold
blood by one Roy Nance, an outlaw, who
unfortunately escaped the gallows.
Howard the next in order of birth, is living in
nship. Harvey county, Kansas.
unmarried.
Marion is a member of his
father's household in Hutchinson. Kansas.
Clark, the next younger son, also lives with
hi- parent-.
Albert, who lives in Hutchinson. Kansas, has a wife and one son.
George E. Forney, druggist at Greensburp;. Kansas, is a bright
and scholarly
young man. who is married but has no chil\

dren.
Elden died February 3, 1896, aged
nineteen years.
Fred Alexander is a medical student at Lawrence, Kansas.
The father of these children came to Kansas in
1877 and lived at and near Peabody until
1888. After that he lived at Burrton three
years and two years at Sylvia, where he
gaged in farming.
He has more
recently been a traveling representative of
a
Wichita firm which is engaged in the
rare of monuments.
Samuel V. Forney married Elida M.
Fielder, September 19, 1882. Mrs. Forney,

who

daughter of William and Kittie
(Hannah) Fielder, was born in Waterloo.
Iowa, and her parents died when she was
an infant. Kittie Hannah, who became her
mlother, was a daughter of P. R. Hannah,
the first white settler in Henry county, Illiis

whose

daughter was the first
there.
Mrs. Forney's
not only a farmer
but was a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church, with much ability and popularity, and many of his descendants have
been prominent in public life. The widow
nois,

white child
grandfather

of P. R.

eldest

born

Hannah was

Hannah

is

living in

Kansas

City.

Mr.
Missouri, aged about seventy-eight.
and Mrs. Forney were deprived of
by death when he was six weeks old. Their
son. Harry M. Forney, of Peabody. Kansas,
1

was Born October 2, 1883, am
ing young man, intellectual and studious.
Their son, Leland R. Forney, was born
March 1, 1890. Their daughter. Lilian M.,
was born September 7. 1895, and is a bright,
almost precocious, little girl of seven years.
The Forney home is one in which there
are many evidences of refinement and intelligence.
Mr. Forney is a Republican and
he and his wife and their eldest son are
members of the Methodist Episcopal
church in which Mr. Forney is an official.
As a farmer Mr. Forney has been remarkably successful. In 1901 he produced more
than four thou-and bushels of wheat, and
he has more than one hundred head of
He is a man of
horses, mules and cattle.

much

public spirit

who

furthers to the ex-

measure which in
promising of benefit

tent of his ability every

good judgment

his
ti

'

his

is

fellow citizens.

should be noted in connection with
family history of Mrs. Forney given
briefly above, that not only was the Rev.
P. K. Hannah widely known as an efficient
Methodist preacher, but that his son. the
Rev. J. T. Hannah, is an itinerant preacher
of the same denomination, whose labors in
It

the

central

Kansas have brought abundant suc-

JAMES McKEE,

M. D.

a

thy

One of the best citizen- and mos1 wormen of Harvey county, Kansas,| as

well as one of her most prominent physician- and skilled surgeons, is Dr. James

McKee,

of this biography.
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McKee

Dr.

of

birtli

occurred

regiment.

in

Adaline

i

whom

1

McKee

son's

Keystone

the

By trade

state.

>rwin

(

I

\vi

not

McKee

Ri tbert

to

serving

period of
thirtj -fi ur years, his term closing only with
>cti her 22, [898.
his death, on
For many
efficiently

Salisbury,
pent

for

John-

lire at

later
at

prisoners were then
to .Macon, and he
the war.

I

twentj

m

miserable

inected actively

with the
Rev. Joseph .McKee, another

a

o nsistent member of the
church, and for twenty miles
ist
surrounding his heme he was well known
and universally esteemed. The sixty-third
a

m

ed

before

came between him and

his de-

anniversary of has
ion

voted wife. The celebration of their golden
wedding-, on July 12, 1886, was a memorTheir children numbered
tsion.
fifteen,
e daughter, and
F<

urvive,

own. and upon

have families of

our subject, gave

their

Army

the

months
cated

in

February

18,

Her

1901, at t;
beautiful Christian

example and encouragement
knew h<
mi

of

but

M

the

church for a period of tweh

1

1'.
McKee. the fifth member of
family, served for six years aof the Ai

;

member

a

During the civil war he
Hired by the enemy but succeeded in making his escape.
Mr. .McKee is now a disarmy.

d resident of

•

1

Indiana,

.

h«

nored him

that city.

rking members
left by her death
She saw five of
r be filled
sons enter the Union army, and it required
of a Spartan
the vacancy

'

1

.

them do their duty.
ur

subject

Of
was
Fi

C,

ir

these gallant sol-

one

His

July

of

,

1863,

4.

Army

the

in

battle

at

Wal

although

was one of the regiments det
garrison duty.
After nine'n
vice our subject was honorably discharged,
in

March. [864.
After

the

war

1

)r.

Inch sci-

ence he had al
an interest.
His first preceptor was Dr.
the Ieami
the celebrato
1

prisoner,

I

E

later.

Rev. Thomas HI McKee was the third
of the family in the army.
covering two years. He was taken prisoner by the enemy at the battle of Shenandoah, at which time he was adjutant of his
I

a part

of the Tennessee, taking- part

this

twin

and was

same time was taken

a

le

of the

three years in the

d battle of Bull Run,
the

receiving

of the enlistment
ur subject, Dr. Mi
when he became

te

army

to

w

he

;',d

member

.

Pennsylvania,

this occasii n all

years.

at

army

er

parents,

n

1

tin.

Allegheny,

1

all w'h.

church.

l

hi

of the Potomac, and soi
the western

in

their

did h< nor
bringing with them the
thirty surviving grandchildren.
The '
ur subject passed out

ice

The

journal clerk in the house at Washington.

«

was

and

note.

affairs.

1

to

to

was only released

For twenty-five y<
wns a justice f the peace in Pennsylvania
ami after bis removal to Cass county, Indiana, he again was appointed to
fice,

in

[si;

fail

sent

maker and followed that business in his early
home, where he also became identified with
public

was placed

le

1

and was one of the one hiundn
five men who were put under

Washington county, Pennsylvania, on December 28, [840, and he was a -< n of Rob-

entrance
(

>n

I

February 29,

the Indian:!
lis.

althi

Macev.

1:

[872,

he

j

Me

ugh he had been

in

pra<
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many

friends and remained four years and
removing from there to Mexico, Indiana,
where he remained six years and built up a
valuable practice.
His next location was at
Twelvemile, Cass county, Indiana, where he
remained for two years, coming to Newton,

Kansas, in 1878.
Dr. McKee soon became a prominent
factor in the life of this city and early in
his career was given the confidence of his
fellow

1

citizens.

He

is

now!

serving

his

twelfth year as coroner in this county; has
been a member of the council for six years,

and for seven years has
county physician.

filled

the office of

In addition he has been

efficient member of the school board, upon
which she hais been succeeded by her husBoth are heartily in accord with
all measures Which promise to advance the
interests of the community, are lovers of
good books and competent critics of the
same, and exert an influence for education
and refinement.
Dr. McKee is a member of the Masonic
order, chapter and commandery, is
past
officer in the latter and the blue lodge; is
a member of and past commander of the G.
A. R., Judson-Kilpatrick Post, No. 36. In
politics he is an ardent Republican and has

band.

represented, the county at conventions

examiner for a period of fourteen
years, for six years county health officer,
and for the past three years has been a

times,

member of the school board.
The marriage of Dr. McKee, by which

Blaine.

pensii

*n

he became united to one of the most highly
cultured and personally popular teachers of
Newton, Kansas, took place on October 12,
1865, to Miss Mary C. Grable, who was
born in Cass county, Indiana, and who was
Perry
a daughter of A. B. and Isabel
Grable, both of whom are deceased. Mrs.
McKee belonged to a family of nine children, and has two surviving sisters, viz.
Airs. Cynthia Ollinger and Mrs. Flora Cryder, both residents of Newton.
The surviving children of Dr. and Mrs.
McKee are: Myrta, who married J. P.
Ramseyer, and they have two children,
Katherine and Margaret; Dr. Zada, who
graduated at the Newton High School in
1890, and was valedictorian of her class,
then graduated at the Kansas City
Kansas
College of Physicians and Suregons,
in the class of 1898 and practices with her
father, has been for many years a member
of the Methodist church, and has been both
trustee and steward; and Robert G., who
graduated at the Newton High School in
1891, and is a bookkeeper in a wholesale
fruit house in Kansas City, having formerly been clerk in the National Bank of Commerce, rmd also bookkeeper for Charles
Dixon & Company, in the stockyards at

in

many

1880 being the president of the

aounty convention when there was a struggle between the delegates of Grant and

As a practitioner Dr. McKee stands
deservedly high in his profession, as is
noted in the many positions of responsibility which he has been called upon to fill.

(

(

)

Kansas City.
For main years Mrs.

THOMAS
Thomas

father

was also

county.

a

most

ROLPH.

a native of

St.

Lawrence

Newl York, and was a farmer by

He later removed to Chautauoccupation.
qua county, that state, where he operated
a cheese factory and was also largely inHis father. Captain
terested in farming.
Thomas Rolph

came toi America with
Burgoyne's forces, but afterward became a
The
member of the American army.
Rolph family were heirs to a large estate
Captain
traced
to
in England, which was

Thomas

1

,

because of his joining
it could not be recovered.
After the close of the Revolutionary
wlar the Captain engaged in contracting and
in the lumber business, and was afterward
the

Rolph,

lint

American army

drowned

McKee was

S.

Rolph, proprietor of the
Pacific House, the leading hotel of Delphos,
was born in Hadley, St. Lawrence county,
New' York, December 4. 1829. a son of
Stephen and Eunice (Evans) Rolph. The
S.

in the St.

Lawrence

river.

He is

a

direct descendant of the celebrated Captain
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Rolfe,

Colonial fame, but the sp

f

i

were

soldiers

name has been changed
Thomas S. Rolpib, whose name introduces this review, was tire.- wars of age

on
removal
k, where
tion and
he received a common
ked with his father on the
in the fact. ry.
>n the uth of Sep
l

graduallj

mem

under Colonel I. C. Drake, a Bapand during
under General
Mr.
McClellan.

fantry,
tist

In-

minister,

work

it

urgeon.
or

life

and

still

lph

was

i

R

After returning home Mr.
d
p stmaster

Many G.

One Hundred and Twelfth New York

hi

had newer been extracted, but

bullet

Idle

Petersburg,

f

•

wound

afterward his

<

war. becoming a

in

part in the battle

the

their

U3>

Y< rk,

sea

Grant's

*
I

He

administration.

next engaged

the

in

I

annual

their

as a private,

m

He

sergeant.

which

at

hied

pj

ce

Drake, was

killed,

February

iii

lire

.

of his share

i
I

of the Potomac, under

hut

the battle of

destroying the railroad to

in
.

Army

in

the siege

in

the battle of Barber Station

in

assisted

participated

was

T,

.

compan) was made color

of his

and

came

to the

I'e-

farm

six

the

after imp]

Gem

enemy, just before the terrible conGeneral gave utteran.ee to the onlj
words which he was ever heard to
u>e by Ids regiment. "See the devils." Mr.
Rolph was severely wounded in the hip in
igemient, and was left on the field
for three days, having also received two
other slight wounds. The field surgeon was
an old friend and neighbor
and everything p ssible was done for him,
for the

farm

the business.

m

adapted

land adjoinin
to the rai

and the place is improved with a
good residence and all necesary outbuildA well twenty-two feet deep in solid
ings.
wdieat,

sand rock furnishes an inexhaustil
ill is very unusual
tt\

residing

.

as

in-

-:

1

if

was

intense.

and
While

to eighty feet,

n his farm Mr. Rolph w

,

ered cattle and

r

luri

i

jufficiently

regaining

his

strength

hogs.

With other

comrades he was taken in a wagon
y n ads tweh e
from there by boat to
hospita
Washington, where he red

ver c

he re-entered

the

year 1861 he was united in marwith Jane D. Kilday. a native of
county. Pennsylvania, and of

in the

riage

Crawford

Scotch parentage. Her pare
the earl]
there when the Indians were
in

that locality.

under protest of his surgeon, but
he had been promised a lieutenancy and
service,

receive his

ct

ddie

prominent

commai

in

the wells in the vi-

from seventy

cinity are

i

but his suffering

[872 he
on a

ting

rthi

51

well

is

d

In

Sunflowei

miles

quarter

their leader, General

and while there waiting

[870, their store

.

and Mr. Rolph then

in

I

n

still

1

numerous

Two

children w<
and his wife, a son and a

former.

Frank

F..

a

is

residi

rticipated in the

Fisher,

-.

and there

pany.

one of the

ating

tl

He was
in

that

educated

instituti n

in

in

1875,

>'""'

'

ie

afterward t ok a course in Civil engineering.

or drink, and

at the

cl

nflict

the

he became assistant engineer
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Santa Fe Railroad Company, and was afterward promoted to the position of chief en-

employ for about
In the early part of the '90s

gineer, remaining in their
fifteen years.

he was married and located in Streator, IlHe also has
linois, where he now resides.
two children, a son and daughter. Alvaretta G., the second child of our subject, is
the wife of Levi Barnum, a farmer living
near Delphos, and they have two sons who
are bright and promising young men. Mrs.
Rolph was called to the home beyond in
1886, and in the following year Mr. Rolph
married Aggie E. Kryder-Gillett, widow
of Mollis Gillett

who

died in 1881.

They

had one daughter Lydia who is now .Mrs.
Abbott and is a capable and industrious
young business woman having at various
times very successfully conducted the hotel.
Mrs. Rolph was born near Fort Wayne.
Indiana, and is a daughter of the Hon.
John Kryder. also of Fort Wayne. He was
a native of Pennsylvania, but when twelve
years of age removed to >hin, where he afterward served as principal of a high school.
(

He was

merchant and hotel proprietor in Allen county, Ohio, and after removing to Indiana he represented his county in
the legislature. His death occurred in that
state <m the 31st of December, 1896, at the
ripe old age of ninety-five years, and his
wife, wlm was in her maidenhood Eliza
Peffle. was called to her final rest in 1880.
The paternal ancestors of Mrs. Riolph were
fn hi rermany, and her father at one time
also a

(

taught the German language. Her paternal
great-grandfather was a colonel in the
Revolutionary war, and she nOwl has in
her

i"

ssession

some

continental

money

which he obtained and which ha
handed down to his progeny as a relic. The
monev is dated August 9, 1776. Her maternal grandfather was a soldier in the
Mexican war. The Kryders are a wealthy
and distinguished family. Mrs. Rolph 'has
three sisters living in and near Fort Wayne.
Indiana, and her two brothers also reside in
that vicinity, one of whom is a prominent
farmer and stock man. The other. Dr. Kryder, is a prominent medical practitioner of
that city, and a graduate of the Keokuk

Medical College, of Iowa. Another brothgraduated in medicine at Ann Arbor,
Michigan, but died soon afterward.
In 1892 Mr. Rolph left the farm and
bought a handsome residence properly in
Delphos, where he resided
until
three
years ago.
He then purchased the Pacific
Hotel, which he has since successfully conducted, and this is now one of the best hoer

Mr. Rolph gives

the locality.

in

tels

political

his

support to the Republican party,

and has been honored with a number of
township offices, having served as a committeeman, as a delegate to conventions
and in many other positions of trust and
Socially he is a member of
responsibility.
the

Grand Army

of the Republic.

MICHAEL BARKELL.
Mr. Barked has a remarkable record,
and from the study of his life history one

may

The

learn valuable lessons.

self-help

is

the source of

all

spirit

of

genuine worth

in the individual and is the means of bringing to man success when he has no advanIt
tages of wealth or influence to aid him.
illustrates in no uncertain manner what it
is possible to accomplish when perseverance
and determination form the keynote to a

man's

life.

Depending upon

own

his

re-

sources, looking for no outside aid or support,

Mr. Barkell has

tive obscurity to a
the business world.

from comparaplace of prominence in
risen

Michael Barkell was horn in Belgium,
1.
[846, a son of Michael and Cath-

May

erine Barkell, also natives of 'hat country.
They were the parents of four children, but

the eldest became separated from the family when quite young, and no trace of him

has ever been found.

The second

child,

Anthony, came to Kansas in 1874, locating a homestead and a tree claim in Union
township. Rice county, where he made a
number of improvements, and his death
occurred there in 1879. He was never married.

The

third son, Nicholas,

dent of Michigan.

is

a

resi-

Michael, the voun°est
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came

view,

and the subject of

family,

of the

to

America

when only two years of

with

this

[848, but
soon after their arrival here the father died.
In the following year the mother lost her

Rikert.

and she was then
he
come .111 inmate of the alms house.
children were thus obliged to depend upon
wn resources for a livelihi d, and
their
began the

a

strange country

battle

for

existence,

was mar-

Bay

City, Michigan, in

him

for a

lo-

lie died

March

[893, hut

numbei

Nelly, now Mrs. Peter King;
A., the wife of our subject Henry,
died at the age of sixteen years;
mila. the wife of |. Atwell; Gertrude, who
;

who

L

away

pas-ed

the age of sixteen years;
Mathias, a resident of Michigan; and Marat

tha, who is still unmarried.
The marriage
of Mr. and Mrs. Barkell 1m
with five children: Henry, horn February

Mary, who died

at the age of f< >urhorn May _\
born August 29, [884;
and George W., horn July 31, [886.
Mr.
'

1

1

'.

877

:

teen years;

Emma, who was

1882; Martha

1876

he was married, but thereafter retained his
with the above company for six
months, and he then made some prospecting
tours to different parts ^i the country. The
year 1878 witnessed his arrival in Kansas,
where he took charge of the claims entered

E.,

Barkell is a Master Mason, being
ber of Little River Lodge, No. 219, K. &
A. M. "We build the ladder by which we
rise," is a truth which is certainly applicable to our subject, for since the early age
of four years he has fought the b
life alone and unaided, and the indomitable
perseverance and resolute pur]>ose which

position

who had there died. Forhad been broken, but
Mr. Barkell has since made all the other improvements, including the erection of a commodious residence, a g
harn. a windmill and all necessary farm buildings. His
fields are under a high state of cultivation
and annually yield to the owner a handsome
by his brother,

ty acres of the tract

have characterized him have Keen
of bringing to

1

acres of the place

[e

when young;

became an employe of the NorthCompany, remaining with

Ten

I

Michigan, and afterward

Amanda

west Water Pipe

financial return.

i:i

a

a

followed -hip car-

passed away January 1. [899, in the
faith of the Episcopal church, while he was
a member -1 the Methodist church.
This
worthy couple were the parents of eight
children,
namely:
Elizabeth

working for
ny, in tlie lumber regions,
them "ii the lakes for three years. He was
then employed as a clerk in a hotel for two
years, and on the expiration of that pe-

In

IK-

was

.and

1

riod he

de-cent.

his wife survived

they

ermined, self-reliant boys, willing
to work for advantages which
thers secure
through inheritance, and being destined by
sheer force <>f character to push to the front
in one important branch of enterprise or
another.
When four years of age Michael
Barkell was bound out to a farmer, with
whom he remained until eighteen years of
age, when lie removed to Michigan, and
was there employed with a barge compa-

that corporation for seven years.

York, and was

ried in Detroit,

in

but

Barkell,

New

pentering a-

th<

11.

Mrs.

the state of

cated with his family on a farm,

1

in

Philip

the father of

German

of

I

id

followed blacksmithing there.

had two children, and
O'Neill, was a seafaring man.
lie

age, in

1

who

O'Neill,

re-

parents

his

'433

cess

which

is

him the high

to-dav

WILLIAM

is

thi

degri

his.

M.

YAXMF.TER.

devoted to timber.

As a companion and helpmate on the
journey of life Mr. Barkell chose Miss
A. Rikert. who was born in Tuscola county. Michigan. February 20. 1854.
a daughter of Philip H. and Amanda A.

One
central

of the beautiful country
is the property >\ William
li

Kansas

Amanda

(O'Neill)
tive

of

Rikert.

The mother was

Canada, and a daughter

of

a

na-

John

representati
culturist
I

1

of

Ottawa

comity.

He

claims

the state of his nativity, his birth

curred in

Champaign county, on

the 10th of March. 1842.

His

fat;
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onion Vanmeter, was born in Virginia, in
the year 1786, and about 1808, accompanied by his father, he removed to Champaign county, Ohio, when it was yet a territory. While residing in Virgnia the grandfather became the owner of a large number of slaves, who accompanied him on his
removal to Ohio, where they were to be
given their freedom under the following
conditions
If at the time of the grandfather's death, he being a farmer, a crop
had been planted and it was then growing,
they should remain in bondage until it was
harvested and cared for, when they were
tu be given their freedom; but if no crop
wtas planted at the time of his death they
should at once be given their liberty.
He
was a veteran of the Revolutionary war, ana
prior to that time served' as a colonel of
the Colonial troops, having been stationed
at Fort Cumberland.
Solomon Vanmeter. the father of our
:

subject,

removed from Ohio

toi

Michigan

in the year 1845, locating in Berrien county, in the St. Joe river, where he cleared a

farm

fr<

m

the heavy timber and planted a
the stumps, cutting his wheat

among

crop

with a hand

He

raised

On the maternal side Mr. Vanmeter is
descended from an honored and distinguished family. The settlement of the Colletts in Virginia dates back to 1730, when
they removed toi that commonwealth from
Ohio.
A great uncle, Joshua Collett,
served as dhief justice in the state of Ohio
in 1825.
His home was in Lebanon, Warren county.
An uncle, John Collett, a resident of Lima, Ohio, held the office of judge
of his district. Many members of the family are still living near Lima at the present
tme, and all are prominent in public affairs.
I he mother of our subject was in her maidenhood Miss Mary Collett.
After his mother's death William M.
Vanmeter, the immediate subject of this
review was taken by an aunt, Sarah Aim
Collett, where he remained until fourteen
years of age. He then went to live with a
half-brother, Solomon Vanmeter, he bein.^ one iif five children born of his father's first marriage, and he resided in Rock
Island county, Illinois.
William M. remained there and assisted in the work of
the farm until the 5th of March,
1861,
when he went on a visit to relatives in Clin-

Ruck [sland county, Illinois, locating twenty miles from the present site of the city
of Rock Island and six miles" from the

Ohio, remaining there for several
weeks, when he went to Champaign, Ohio.
At the last named place he visited his father's only brother, and while there also
attended a o immercial college for three
months and worked in the harvest fields
until the crops were garnered.
On the 10th
of August, 1 86 1, he became a member of
Company A, Second' Ohio Volunteer In-

His wife died while they
Mississippi river.
were living in Michigan, in the year 1847.
They wiere the parents of two sons, and the

fantry, and was mustered into service at
Camjp Denison, on the 20th of August, of
that year, his company being the first Fed-

younger, Llewellyn S., enlsted in the Civil
He diexl at Martinisburg, Virginia,
war.

eral

sickle.

potatoes,

and worked at any honorable
he could get to do.
In
disposed of his fall crop of wheat

rails

split

occupatii

t8Nj

lie

m

wihich

for the princely sum! of ten dollars, and,
his family, emigrated to

accompanied by

in

1862. in his father's native home.

fell
ti>

He

among his old associates, who took him
home and nursed and cared for

their

him

until

his death.

Although they were
and
him in their own

ton.

'

troops to enter eastern Kentucky.
They then went up the Eig Sandy river as
far as Piketon, where they had a slight en-

gagement and were engaged in scouting for
They then returned to Oolletts-

smile time.

burg, Ohio, suing thence

Confederate sympathizers they loved

Louisville, Kentucky,

respected him and buried

the

cemetery.
fifth

Robert
officer.

He was

Illinois

a

member

Volunteer

Montgomery

as

of the SixtyInfantry,
with

the

commanding

and

by
his

steamer

to

company were

troops outside of the state troops
to go to that city, entering Louisville on
Christmas day. The company was escorted
from the wharf to the city square by G. D.
first

Prentice,

who was

then

editor

of

the
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Louisville

Journal,
where
the
citizens
n yal banquet prepared for the solFrom thai city they went to Paris,
Kentucky, thence to Preston, Piketown, Mt.

had

a

diers.

Sterling

and

many

other points

panc\
[862,

to

Boston Creek camp, at Jefferson, where
they remained until the 10th of
iNoj, when they started for Bowling Green.
They camped eight miles from Mammoth
I

Gave, and while there learned that General
Morgan's troops were scouting the country
miles distant.
Mr. Yanme-

i

The

place consisted of a few sho]
fn
which the rebel flag was floatThe twenty-five men marched up in
ing.

m

the hotel

take

and ordered the

proprieti

r

down
,

the flag, but he being slow to
some of die boys drew it down,

They stacked
g it under their feet.
gams upon it. and over all floated the
stars ;md stripes, which they left a few of
the men to guard, while the remainder took
possession of the town. They remained there
that night but saw nothing of leneral Morgan, and while there were invited to luncheon by Judge McLaughlin, a northern
their

<

sympathizer living just outside of the town.
where his negroes prepared the best the
plantation afforded, and they were served
in true southern style. From Bowling Green
they proceeded to Nashville and thence to
Pittsburg Landing, where they joined Bitch's army and went on to Murfi
ti
Huntsville, Alabama, and then to
Bridgeport, arriving at the latter place in
In the following August they went
with Knell's forces to Louisville, to intercept Bragg, who was making his way to

next

They marched night and

a

city.

race

lmv.i1
(

>n

the

army engaged

da\

-

the

could often
\<

r

i

8l

in

the

battle

of

Kentucky, which was
march from Louisville, and considered the
most |,,,ti\ contested engagement of the
war.

.....

t

The

anm

followed General Bragg to

Crab On
took part in that
engagement, and then, on the 31st of De[862, participated

Stone River.
I

io: iver's

<

Their

lap

after

in

the

!

n<

er

which the)

b

was

at

'hickamauv.i. on
of September, 1863, our subject's regiment
entering the engagement with four hundred
and lift}' men. hut at its close only eightythree were left.
They next joined General
d on the 7th of May.
irted for Atlanta, skirmishing and
foraging during the entire distano
took part in the battle of Buzzard's Roost,
and while there, on the 14th of May, in company with one hundred men. Mr. Yannictcr
became pocketed in a thicket, and they were
obliged to remain there from two o'clock in
the afternoon until dark, during- which time
They renineteen of the men were killed.
mained in Atlanta until the close of hostilities, having been mustered out on the iOth
Mr. Vanmeter's army
of October. 1X04.
experience covered a period of three years,

one month and twenty days, and during all
was never in the hospital and
was never wounded. At the cl) se of his
hundred
service he had saved about
five

that time he

dollars

day. tak-

ing only a few hours' sleep and obtaining
their supplies at night. The last day's march
consumed twenty-four hours, with only one

from his earning

a

draws

a small pension.

Returning to Ohio Mr. Yanmeter vise and then went
ited relati
to Davenport. Iowa, where he attended a
iand
commercii
:

July.

that city.

th.e

at

march

men

<

I

twenty -five men to goto Moscow, a > Morgan was expected there the following ndght,
and ur subject was one of the nti
lected.
They started in the early morning,
reaching Moscow about noon of chart day.

t<

being

it

f

the

uis\ LHe

.•

I

exciting

Bragg's

Perryville,

I

hotel,

i

ai

this

iencral

(

e -ecu.

1

east-

were

permission

Dunn-

hues of

in

went to Oakland, Blizabethtown and on

arn\ in-

top,

break.

ern Kentucky, ami at each place thej
amply pr \ ided with prCA isions.
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:-i

the grain business in that
also proprietor of

He was
and iced stable and followed farming there
city.

,

In that year he emigrated to Kansas, locating on a hon
tw> miles north, and one mile east of Ada,
He erected a frame
in Ottawa county.
until the fall of 1874.
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under cultivation,
lie soon began to accumulate some stock, and he has since
bought one hundred and sixty acres of

he came t< Ada, Kansas, where he
Her mother, who was in her
maidenhood Miss Mary Harrington, was a
native of New York, of Irish and English
descent, and in 1834 she removed with her
parents by team, from the Empire state to
Illinois.
Mr. and Mrs. Crabbs were the
parents of seven children, namely
Mary
L., who is the wife of a minister and is now
fifty years of age; Margaret J., who is mar-

school land just opposite the original pur-

ried

He now has a fine frame house,
large barns, a beautiful orchard and all
necessary outbuildings. His barns are built
across the road, and there he has accom

who

shanty, and after paying for his house and
few other necessaries he had just one dol-

a

together with three horses, which
he had brought with him. He worked at
whatever he could find to do that would
yield him an honest living, and in the meantime succeeded in placing some of his land
lar left,

chase.

one hundred head of cattle,
and he keeps on hand about ten head of
horses for farm wiork. Aside from his extensive business interests Mr. Vanmeter
has also found time to devote to public
work, having served his county as commissioner for three years, being elected on the
Greenback ticket in 1877. For two years
he served as chairman of the board of county commissioners, resigning that position in
1879 to become county clerk at Ottawa
county, to which he was elected on the Popm<>datii>ns for

ulist ticket, receiving a large

majority.

He

has also served as township trustee for two
terms and as clerk of his. school district for
seven years, and in all of these official positions he has discharged his duties with the
utmost fidelity and promptness. He is also
a charter member of the Fairview Cemetery
Association of Ada.
He maintains pleasant relations with his old army comrades
of the blue by His membership in Griffin
Post, No. 266, G. A. R., and of the First
Baptist church of Ada he is a worthy and

later life

1

died in 1886.

:

and

is

reached the age of

fort)' years
and
H. and Abraham, aged respectively
and thirty-two years. All are
residents of Omaha, with the exception of
the first named, Mary L., who is living in
Missouri.
Mr. and Mrs. Vanmeter are
lias

member.

In Davenport, Iowa, in 1869, he was
united in marriage with Sarah D. Crabbs,
who was born in Rock Island county, Illinois, November 12, 1848.
She received her
education in the Moline high school, of Illinois, and after completing her studies was
engaged in teaching for three terms in that
state.
She taught the first term of school
ever held in Beatrice, Nebraska.
Her far
ther, Abraham Crabbs, was born in Ohio, in
of
German
and
Irish
1820,
descent, and in

;

Asa,

thirty-eight

the parents of eight children, as follows:
Mary B., who was horn on the 30th of Oc-

87 1, and died on the 12th of April,
who was born in Rock
Island, Illinois, August 11, 1873, and died
on the 7th of November, 1877; Abraham
S., born July 2, 1875; Edward W., born
December 15, 1876; Eugene M., born October 2, 1878; Mabel C, born September
29, 1880; William M., born January 30,
188s; and Philip C, born October 20,
tober,

1

1877; George L.,

1887.

WILSON

1

consistent

forty-eight years of age; Philip,

is now forty-five years of age; Cassie]
forty-three years of age; William D., who

About

S.

BIGBEE.

miles east of Delphos in Sheridan township, Ottawa county is the home
of Wilson S. Bigbee, who there owns a
five

good farm with modern equipments
improvements,

indicating

the

and

progressive
spirit and careful supervision of the owner.
He is a native of Richland county, Ohio,
born November 10, 1841, his parents being
George and Mary (Culp) Bigbee. His father was born in Culpeper county, Virginia,
in 1806, and was of German extraction.
He became a farmer and also operated a
sawmill prior to his removal westward. In
his early married life he removed with his
family to Ohio, settling on a farm, where
he cut the timber and built a little log

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
There the family of
The mother
ir
native of Maryland, born in

house of one room.
ten children

was

Subject

rid

were horn.
a

her death occurred in

Richland

She was one
mio, ab »u1 [8 (.5.
count}
of eight children, each of whom was given
.

(

one hundred and sixty acres of land

in

The members of this
were named John, Abraham, Philip,
land county.

Richfamily
Jacob,

Lawrence, David. Margaret and Mary.
Three of the brothers never married.
The mother of our subject died when he
was onl) six years of age and he then went
to live with his uncles, Jacob, John and
Philip, who were stockmen, and with whom
he remained until twenty years of age. He
has three brothers now living, namely:
John, a blacksmith of Kingman, Kansas
Jefferson, a farmer of Whitley county, Indiana: and William H., a resident farmer
of Richland county, Ohio. The others were
Lyman, who died in Williams county, Ohio,
leaving a family of seven children
George,
who died in Richland county: Matilda, the
deceased wife of George Shamlon, of Wood
county, Ohio, and Sarah A., the deceased
•wife of A. Pond, of Story county, Iowa.
She left five children at her death.
When twenty years of age Mr. Bigbee of this review offered his services
to the government as a defender of the
Union, enlisting July 20, 1861, as a member of Company C. Thirty-second Ohio In:

fantry.

The regiment went

to

Camp Den-

Columbus, and from there was
sent to Cheat Mountain, Virginia, where
they remained until April, 1862. when they
proceeded to the Alleghany Mountains and
there entered upon their first engagement.
nison, at

Snow was two

feet

deep.

They had

to

wade

the river and climb the mountain, and
for three days they lay in camp before the
wagon train arrived, subsisting on some

and a few beans as their only rations.
A week later they had a heavy engagement
at Strashurg and at Harper's Ferry Mr.
Bigbee with his regiment was captured by
Lee's army. They were paroled and sent
Chicago and in October. 1861. were sent to
Cleveland. Ohio where they were exchanged.
Thev were then ordered to Providence,
flour

t<

1
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Louisiana, where the\ joined the Seventh
Corps under GeneralMcPherson, in March,
At that point they remained m camp
[863.
until the siege of Vicksburg.
Mr. Bigbee
participated in the battle of Jackson and
Champion Hills.
lis
time had expired
I

when he was

at

Vicksburg, hut

h<

same regiment and joined Sherman's army, participating in the march to

listed in the

the sea. covering fortj seven days.
lie
was in twenty-seven battles, hut only received three slight scratches.
lie suffered
from a sunstroke at Vicksburg and lay unconscious for twenty-four hours.
Of the

company

in

six returned

which he enlisted only twentyhome, all of them hoys, some

—

them not twenty-one years of age after
tour years of service.
Mr. Bigbee

of

picket duty one night in

was

when

Virginia

it

were frozen
to death.
He was stricken with rheumatism
and was unable to walk or help himself for
six weeks.
He was mustered out August
6, [865, went to Louisville, and was there
so cold that sixteen mules

discharged.
After returning from the war Wilson S.
Bigbee was united in marriage to Miss Han-

nah Catherine Avery, a daughter of Adam
and Louisa Rich) Avery, and a native of
1

Columbus
1849.

German

City.

H er

March 24,
in Ohio of
1822, and her

Indiana, horn

father

was horn

ancestry. April

[6,

mother's birth occurred in Pennsylvania,
March r6, 1826. In an early day the latter went with her parents to Indiana and by
her marriage to Mr. Avery she became the
mother of two children Mrs. Bigbee and
Alexander, wdio was born in November,
1846. and is a resident of Joliet, Illinois.
He is married and has one son. Mrs.
Avery died March 7. 1854. after which Mr.
Avery married Lydia Moreland, and they
became the parents of four children
Elizal>eth. Theodore. Nelson and Ella.
The second wife died in 1864. and Mir. Avery wedMrs. Bigbee's sister
ded Henrietta Miser.

—

:

Elizabeth, is now matron of the asylum for
the blind at Columbus. Ohio.
Her brothers

are prominent citizens and influential men.

After the war Mr. Bigbee located in
Whitley county. Indiana, where he engaged

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

1453

farming until 1885, when he took up his
abode near Delphos, Kansas. He rented
land for six years and then purchased eighty
acres.
He had very little capital and the
first three years the crops were very poor.
The family lived in a dugout for about six
years and then built a comfortable house of
five rooms, also good barns and other necesHe has added thirty acres
sary buildings.
to the original eighty acre tract and is a
He has
general farmer and stockraiser.
made the most of his money by dealing in
Excellent improvements have been
cattle.
made upon his farm and in addition to the
buildings there is a fine peach and apple orchard and much small fruit, which bountiin

summer.
had been born unto Mr. and
Ruah, born August 14, 1868.
She was married February 12, 1893, to W.
H. Bright, who was born in Indiana, in
He
July, 1868, and is of German lineage.
and his wife reside on a farm adjoining
her father's place, and they have two children
Fay. born January 14, 1896, and
Eva, born September 13, 1897.
Mr. and
Mrs. Bigbee are members of the Christian
church and are also connected with the Order of Pyramids. In politics he is a Republican and he maintains pleasant relations with
his old army comrades through his membership in Wilderness Post, No. 116, G. A. R.,
fully supplies the table in the

One

child

M)rs. Bigbee,

:

Delphos.
He has in his possession a
cane made from a part of the tree under
which General Pemberton surrendered to
General Grant.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Bigbee
are most highly respected people and as a
citizen he is as true to his country today as
when he followed the nation's starry banner

of

upon the

battlefields of the south.

SAMUEL BOWLES.

the plane of affluence and these are diligence, perseverance and strict adherence to
.

honorable
history of

business

principles.

Samuel Bowles

The

life

verifies this state-

ment and
and active career is seen in the large hardware and furniture store which he owns and
controls in Formoso, Kansas.
Mr. Bowles is a native of Kentucky, his
the visible evidence of his useful

birth

having occurred in Barron county,

His
John Bowles, was a
when eighteen years
of age he ran away from home, from which

that state, on the 15th of April, 1842.

paternal grandfather,

native of Virginia, and

time forward he never heard anything more
He became one of the early
of his family.
settlers of Kentucky and was identified with
its pioneer developments, bearing his part in
transforming the "dark and bloody ground"''
into a state of importance in the galaxy
which constitutes the Union. He was of
Scotch lineage and his wife was also deHe
scended from an old Scotch family.
married Miss Akers, who was also a native
of Virginia, and both spent their last days
in Kentucky, the grandfather dying at the
age of seventy-six years, while his wife
passed away at the age of forty-five. Their
son. William A. Bowles, the father of our
subject, was also a native of Barron county, Kentucky, and throughout his entire life
he followed farming. He was quite active
in local politics and served as sheriff of his
county for four years. His death occurred
in 1858, when he was about forty years of
He married
age. he being born in 18 18.
Miss Luanda C. Clark, a native of Kentucky and a, daughter of Samuel and Nancy
Pace) Clark, both of whom spent their
J.
(

entire lives in that state,

where the father

Both were
fallowed agricultural pursuits.
representatives of old southern families
Kenidentified with the development of
tuck}- from- early pioneer times to the period

modern improvement. Their daughter,
Mrs. Bowles, died in Kentucky, at the sge

of
If

we examine

in the lives of

ent

men we

for

building

into the secret of success

most prosperous and prominno rule

will find that there is

success

but that certain elements dominate the lives of nearly all those
who have risen from obscure positions to

In their family were thirof sixty years.
teen children, of whom eight are yet living.
Samuel Bowles spent his youth upon
his father's farm, and, being the eldest
of the family had to take his place in
,
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the
in

at

fields

the

tender
of

a

cultivation

age

and

the

crops

assist

and

farm work.
His educational privileges were meager and yet foe improved
them and made rapid progress in his studies, so that at the age of eighteen lie had

other

himself for teaching, following the
lie was
po fession for twenty-one years,
which the contending armies passed at the time of the Civil
war.
Learning that Captain McGrinders
and his band of guerrillas were in the neighborhood, doing considerable damage to
property, Mr. Bowles assembled the boys
fitted

living in a district over

of the neighborhood

and they started

i

u(

upon a little independent warfare.
They
took horses and chased the grierrillas out of
the locality, carrying on the movement
without the knowledge of their parents.
When our subject returned home and his
father learned what he had done he told
him that he had better lose no time in getting away.

Thus
pn mpted
went

first

it

was

to

leave

to

that
his

Bowles

was

native state.

He

Mr.

the quartermaster

and after

was given a position as
sub-wag n master. After the war closed he
was ffered a place in the service, but declining it he went instead to Chicago, where
for a time he worked by the day.
While in
Kentucky he had learned photography and
after saving from his earnings a small sum
of money he purchased a little phot
gallery, which he conducted for a year.
On
telling his tale lie

i

account of failing health he then started for
Kansas.
for
Mr.
state
While enroute
this
Bowles -topped at )malia. Nebraska, in the
spring of 1866 and made a contract with
the Union Pacific Railroad Company to saw
\ year later he was married, and
for a while longer in
after continuing
Omaha he came to Jewell
He
arriving on the 3d of March, 1870.
settled in White Rock valley, wdiere he secured a homestead. His first dwelling was
a hewed log house, made from cedar logs
The structure was
which he cut himself.
<

1

sixteen by twenty feet and two stories in
height.
To all travelers who visited this
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his place was known as the
()n his first claim
Mr.
Bowles made a numlier of substantial improvements and there remained until May
1, 1875, when he sold the propertj and relie
had been
moved to Jewell City,
through many exciting experiences and had
endured many of the hardship- incident to
pioneer life.
He had his hi
the Indian-, lived here through the time
of the grasshopper scourge and seasi 10 of

pan of Kansas
Cedar Ranch.

while other

drought,

to

hi-

life

fell

lot

get

a -tart, hut

of

incident-

and made

it

frontier

difficult

to

with marked perseverance

and strong determination lie put forth every
effort and in due time overcame all the obstacles in his path.
At Jewell City he engaged in conducting a hotel for two years
ami then went to Mankato. where he built
the Commercial House. He also 01
Johns Hotel there and continued in that
of business until 1898. when he -old
both hotels and came to Formoso.
Here he
line

a large and line hardware and furniture -tore, in which lie can

opened

ii

stock of good- in those lines, and
if
Inh >ra raible business mi thods,
:

1

his

earnest de-ire to please and In- n
prices he has

which

secured a

incre

is

libera]

pal

1

ah- a very pleasant and attractive
residence here and one in Man!
While in Omaha, on the 4th of May,

was united in marriage
Mi hatt, who was
Syracuse, New York. Her parents, Mr. and
Mr-. Louis Mohatt, were both 11
[867,

:

1

Mr.

Mi—

l.i

I'm

w

le-

uise

I

Paris.

France, and

their

lasl

spent near Council Bluffs, Iowa,

I

and Mrs. Bowles have many warm
in Formoso and Jewell county, where they
have lived continuously since
and they enji <y the high n

Mr

large circle of acquaintances.

Grant and has since been a stalwart advo-

As

cate of the Republican party.

he

i-

a citizen

and progressive, withvement
cot-operation from no

public-spirited

holding bis

m

county, state
of strong char.

or nation.

He

is

a

man
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f honorable purpose and of upright
and deserves great credit for what he

acter,
life

i

has accomplished since the night

when he

went upon the raid after the guerrillas,
which led him to start out for himself and
fight

life's

battles

JACOB

unaided.

C.

ASHCRAFT.

This well known and enterprising stock
farmer in section 9, Sedgwick township,
Harvey county. Kansas, whose postoffice is
at Putnam, was born in Coshocton county,
Ohio, April 9, 1855, a son of Jesse Ashcraft, who was born in Pike township, Coshocton county, Ohio, September 13, 1824,
and has lived there continuously to the present time, and now at the age of seventyeight years is active mentally and physically.
Jacob Ashcraft, father of Jesse Ashcraft,
and grandfather of Jacob C. Ashcraft. went
with his brother from Fiddler's Green,
Pennsylvania, to Pike township, Coshocton
county, Ohio, where the two were the original pioneers and were the first to put the
ax to trees within the borders of that township.
He was born in Pennsylvania, in
about 1S00, and died of tumor in 1865. He
was a large, athletic man, who took great
delight in rough, outdoor sport, and it is
a matter of family history that as each of
his sons came of age the young man was
downed by his father in a friendly wrestle
and scuffle. As a business man he was successful in life, and he was a thoroughgoing
farmer and stock-breeder.
He married a
Miss Fairall, who survived him about fourteen years, a widow to the end of her life.
and died of typhus fever.
Elizabeth Gardner, who married Jesse
Ashcraft, and became the mother of the subject of this sketch, was born one mile from
her present home in Pike township, G ish< cton county. Ohio, in 1834. a daughter of
Archibald Gardner. The Ashcrafts are of

German

descent.

The

parents of Elizabeth

(Gardner) Ashcraft were born in Ireland.
(Gardner) Ashcraft,
Jessie and Elizabeth
who were married in Ohio in 1850, had
twelve children, eight of whom are living.

Jacob C. Ashcraft,

who

is

the

immediate

subject of this sketch, had an older brother
who died at the age of one year. Martha

Ashcraft married Spencer Lake, of Coshocton count}-, Ohio. Hugh Ashcraft is a farmer in Sedgwick township, Harvey county,
Kansas. Anna Ashcraft married John Chilcote and lives in Ohio. John Ashcraft lives
in Ohio and has a family.
Flora Ashcraft
Howmarried Thomas Noland, of Ohio.
ard Ashcraft lives in Ohio and is at the head
of a family. Bert Ashcraft is living unmarried on the old Ashcraft farm.
Jacob C. Ashcraft received such a common-school education as was available to
him and remained under the parental roof
until 1881.
June 20, that year, he arrived
in Sedgwick township, Harvey county. Kansas, and located on a half-section of land,
which he had bought in 1878 of a railroad
company at eight dollars an acre, on which
were a few small cottonwood trees and a
little

shanty, and eighty acres of which

had

been broken.
For a few years he herded
sheep for his neighbors and himself, boarding round and keeping bachelor's hall until
he married. The lady who became his wife
was Miss Hattie Wales, and their marriage

was celebrated September 30, 1886. Miss
Wales was born at Lena, Stephenson coun-

May

ty, Illinois,

1,

1870, a daughter of Al-

(Armagost) Wales, who
had gone out from Snyder county, Pennsylvania.
From Illinois they removed to Kansas in March, 1882, and they are now well
known farmers in Sedgwick township, Harfred B. and Rachel

vey county. The following facts concerning their children will be of interest in this
connection
John Wales lives in Cando,
North Dakota. Emma married Carl Wire
and lives at Pond Creek, Oklahoma. George
:

lives in Sedgwick township, Harvey
county. Kansas.
Mrs. Ashcraft was the
next in order of birth. Katie, now Mrs. ElMay
liott,
lives in Sedgwick township.
(Mrs. Barnes) lives at Wichita. Kansas.
Maud Wales is a member of her parents'
household. To Mr. and Mrs. Ashcraft have
Oldbeen born four children, as follows
est son, not named, horn August 11, 1887,
died August 2~ 1887; Harrison, who was

Wales

:

,

Q-^

e^L.
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born Jul) 28, [888; Jesse Edgar, who was
horn November 23, [889, and died aged bwo
tnd Frank, who was born December [8,

[891.

In t88i Mr. Ashcraft went back to Ohio
and brought out to Kansas two hundred
sheep.
He and his borther engaged quite

owning

extensively in the sheep business,

at

one time twenty-three hundred head, but
ttu'v

is

closed "tu

the

that interest in

1895.

owner of twelve hundred

acres

He
of

on four of which are
complete sets of farm buildings.
He operates about one-third of his land and leases
His principal crop is corn,
the remainder.
to which he planted one year two hundred
and fifty acres, which yielded an average of
thirty bushels an acre; and another year he
raised two thousand five hundred bushels of
wheat.
His stock consists principally of
cattle and hogs.
For a time he devoted
land

in

himself

five

to

tracts,

Shorthorns, but

more

recently

has given much attention to Galloways, lie
owns usually about two hundred and fifty
head of cattle and about two hundred Poland-China hogs. He has fifty head of highgrade Galloway stock. He is a regular attendant at stock sales in Kansas City, and
is always ready to buy good stock when he
can di so at advantage.
He is careful and
conservative, but is enterprising and farseeing and he knows a good thing in cattle
when he sees it, and is always willing to pay
for it.
His residence was erected in 1895.
He has four orchards, and one of them on
his land in Marion county is a very prolific
one.
Mr. Ashcraft is a charter member of

Sedgwick Lodge, K. of P.

Ohio has given

to

Ottawa county. Kan-

many men who have been among

leading citizens

in

One Ohioan whose

its

the past and present.
career in Kansas covers

a considerable period of her modern history is John Orlando Fugate, who lives in
section
Ottawa
township,
Garfield
33,

county,

and

whose

post-office address

Minneapolis.
Mr. Fugate, win
eran "\ the Civil war, 111 which he

is

a

vet-

Regiment
Ihio Volunteer
Infantry, wa^ a homesteader in Kansas in
1N70 and has since been a factor in the
pri gress and prospei it\ of Otta wta county.
John Orlando Fugate was born at Oakiiii

•

1

<

linton count)
Ihio, May 4, [838,
son erf Enoch Fugate, a native of Pennsylvania and a member of an old and patriotic family of that state.
Enoch Fugate's
land,

•

.

<

a

grandfather fought for American

freedom

war of the Revolution, and Thomas
Fugate was a soldier in the war of 1812.
By trade the last mentioned was a carpen-

in

the

ter,
lie married Man- Ilileman, a native
of Georgia, and whose father was a native
of Germany, ami she bore him twelve children.
The family moved to Clarksville,
(

Ihio,

where Enoch Fugate died

the age of eighty-five years, and
wife died at the age of sixty-six.

in

[895, at

where

his

The

fol-

lowing data concerning the children will lie
of interest in this connecton. John Orlando
of this sketch.
is the immediate subject
Almira became Mrs. Burroughs and lives in
Ohio.
Harriet Beatty lives in (Ireenfield,
uhio.
Eva, who became Mrs. Touchstone,
lives in Winfield, Kansas.
James Monroe,
of Frankfort, Ihio, was a second lieutenant
in the United States army in the SpanishAmerican war and was a gallant officer.
<

Mary

and Lucy died in infancy, and
Blanche died at the age of three years.
Mrs. Large and died at
Hannah became Mrs.
Pomeroy. Kansas.
Slogden, and Susan became Mrs. HaUan,
and both died at Greenfield, Ohio. Jerome
H. lives in Greenfield, Ohio.

Amanda became

The subject of this sketch was reared
in
the public
to farm life and educated
He reschools of Clinton county, Ohio.
sponded to President Lincoln's call for

JOHN ORLAXDO FUGATE.
sas,

'441

is

troops in 1861, and after a brief connection
with the Twelfth Regiment
unteer Infantry he became a member of
Company E, Eleventh Regiment of Ohio
His regimental comVolunteer Infantry.

mander was G >nel P. P. Lane and his
company was commanded by Captain L. G.
He saw thirty-seven months of
Browttii.
'I'
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and stripes,
and WHS; in battle ait Chiekamauga, Chattanooga and other points, after which he was
transferred to Company G, Seventh Veteran
Reserve Corps. He fought against Early
at Fort Stevens, and in 1863 was for sixty
days in the hospital. On one occasion he
was in a memorable railroad accident in
His
Ohio, between Belmont and Bellaire.
dog Curiey was with him throughout his
entire service, and during the time it was
twice wounded, and once, by being thrown
from the cars, had its leg broken. It died
active service under the stars

at the Soldiers'

Home

at

Dayton, Ohio.

Fivgate was married in Warren
county, Ohio, to Miss Jerusha A. Penquite,
a woman of good family and of much education and refinement, who proved to be a

Mr.

'helpmeet.
Mrs. Fugate was born
Warren county, Ohio, a daughter of
William and Julia (Ford) Penquite, both

worthy
in

of

whom

county,

1

died

at

in its

vicinity

is

his

now one
home is

lows and he
of

the

is one of the proud recipients
twenty^five-year medal.
Mr. and

Mrs. Fugate are members of the Christian
church.
Their daughter May Julia, who
was formerly a successful teacher, married

Lewis

Pickrell

and

lives

at

Minneapolis.

Their daughter Mary F. married George
L. Smith, of Fountain township, Ottawa
county.
Their son Charles H. married
Gertrude Delcamp of Ottawa county, and is
a well known citizen of Garfield township.

ClarksviMe,
Clinton
regretted by

Ohio, respected and

who had known them. Mr. Penquite,
who was a successful farmer, was an influential citizen who affiliated with the Re-

FRANK DAY.

all

The following facts conpublican part}-.
cerning his children will be found interesting in this connection.
Mrs. Jerusha A.
Fugate is the wife of the subject of this
sketchi.
John W. Penquite lives at Minneapolis, Kansas.
Nat B<. Penquite is one of
the old settlers of Garfield township, Ottawa
county. E. F. and A. Ml. Penquite are well
known citizens of Clarksville, Ohio. S. H.
Penquite lives at Dialtowtn, Ohio.
Anna
became Mrs. Robertson and lives at Lebanon, Ohio.
James F. Penquite, who
served in the Civil war as a member of
Company H, Thirty-ninth Regiment Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, died at Minneapolis,
Ottawa county, Kansas, May 16, 1897.
Nancy E., a twin sister of Nat B. Penquite, was the next in order of birth, and
died in infancy, and one daughter died in
infancy unnamed.
Mr. Fugate in 1S71 took up a homeof one hundred and sixty acres in
Garfield township and built upon it a box
stead

in which he lived while he made improvements and put his land under culti-

house,

His farm
and

of the best
one of the
mlost hospitable in the township.
In politics Mr. Fugate is a Republican.
He is a
member of Giffee Post, No. 266, Grand
Army of the Republic, of Ada, and Mrs.
Fugate is a member of Relief Corps No.
801. For thirty years he has been a member of the Independent Order of Odd Felvation.

Frank Day, a prominent representative
of the agricultural interests of Kingman
county, is a native son of Indiana, his birth
having there occurred, in Jasper county, in
His paternal grandparents, Wilbur
1S71.
N. and Margaret (Sails) Day, were num-

among the early pioneers of the Hoosier state.
They became the parents of
twelve children, and those who are still living are:
John, of Ninnescah township,
Kingman county, Kansas; Charles, who
makes his home in Valley township Amanda Antrim, of Belmont township; Martha
Venice, who resides in Nebraska; Louisa
Norman, who still maintains her residence
in Indiana; and George, a farmer of IllinoisWilliam Day, the father of him whose
name heads this sketch, was burn in Huntington count}', Indiana, and there he grew
td years of maturity,
fie afterward moved
to Jasper county, Indiana, where for several
years lie was successfully engaged in fanning, but about eight years ago he purchased
a flouring and grist mill, and has since devoted his energies to its operation. He was
also married in his native state. Mi is Elizabered

:
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Wilcox becoming his wife. She. too,
was born in Indiana, and by her marriage
Mr. Day became the mother of two sons
Frank, Bruce and Elma.
and a daughter,
The daughter is the wife of Charles Brown,
who was Formerlj a druggist, but is now
beth
to

—

as superintendent of a telephone
Starke county, Indiana. After a happy married life of about ten years the loving wife and mother was (.-ailed to her final
rest.
By his second marriage Mr. Day
became the father of two sons amd a daugh-

who was reared and educated
She is a daughter
and
(Reeves) Johnson.
Her paternal
grandfather. William
Johnson, is of
German descent and is a tanner by trade.
For many years he has made his home in
IMinois, but

Kansas.

in

(

the old

line in

Johnson

— Glen.

Omer and

The

Floyd.

Ethel

named died

at the age of three years.
one of the leading and influential business men in the community in which
he makes his home, and in political mfeutters
he gives an unfaltering support to the principles of the Republican party.
The cause
last

Mr. Day

is

subject

was

elected to

fellow

sas

In

is

t<

Emma

Johnson,

who

is

in

mar-

a native of

(
'.

J.

men by

position

I

f
trustee of his
the respect of his
1

ami Kan-

his sterling worth,

numbers him among her honored

Among
with

citi-

SETTLE.

E.

the enterprising

and successful

Kingman county Kan-,
its

advancement,

industrial

is

William
Settle, who has been a resident
of Ninnescah township since [891, and is
well known and most highly esteemed, belonging to a family which is a n
tive one in this part of the state.
The birth of William E. >
in DeKalb county, Missouri, at the town of
I'"..

Union Star, in iKj.s;. ;m< he is a
rmer of
and Mary Smith Settle, the
whom was an ex-soldier of the Mexican
war and a well known stock man in Mis•

'

C.

souri for
in

many

fi

)

I

(

years.

'.

J.

Kentucky, and was

Settle

a scion of

\

an old and

state, one which lias
r the observance of a
borne a re]
The
high moral code for generations.
our subject belonged to an equalUntil
ly prominent family of Tennessee.
1891 the family remained in Missouri,
coming then to Kingman county. Kansas,
away, when
'

1

•y-eight years

him the handsome compe-

1898 Mr. Day was united

riage to

Illinois.

county.

commands

WILLIAM

of

:-day his.

.

zens.

tified

tence w Inch

tin-

lie

citizens of

to

1

prominent farmer of Richland

Kingman

township.

his iife in

have brought

a

is

this review, spent the first seventeen years of

1

I

lie
Kansas.
home of our subject and wife has been
brightened ami blessed trj the presence of
one child. Ivan, who was born May 8, 1900.
The Democratic party receives Mr. Day's
support .and co-operation, and in 19

of Christianitly also finds in him a warm
for many years he has held
relations with the Christian
church.

Jasper county, Indiana, the place
of his birth, on the expiration of which period he cast in his lot wth the settlers of
Kingman county, Kansas. During his early life he suffered greatly from ill health,
and for some time after coming to this statehe was incapacitated for active labor, the
first work which he performed here having
heen as an employe of A. O. Yeoman, a
In
promineni citizen of Kingmlam county.
1893 he purchased the farm which he now
owns and operates, consisting of two hundred and forty acres of fertile and well
improved land on which is a pleasant and
commodious residence well milt hams and
all necessary outbuildings ami conveniences.
Two, hundred acres of his place are under
a fine state of cultivation, and in his pastures he usually keeps a herd of one hundred head of cattle hesides a number of
horses ami hogs.
His business interestes
and
halve always been capably managed,

1

'.

town of Iroquois,

township,

friend, and
membership

Frank Day the immediate

1

Sarah

serving

ter,

1443

Mr.
and

1

f

age.

In

was a Democrat, and both he
wife were consistent men

Settle
his

the Methodist church, retaining

the

high
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regard of all who knew them. Their children were as follows: Benjamin, who resides near Easton, Buchanan county, Missouri; Emma, who likewise lives in Missouri; T. C, who is a prominent citizen of
Kingman county, Kansas Gharles H., who
is a prominent citizen of Richland township; C. E., a well known citizen of Richland township; Mary Price, who resides in
Missouri; and William E., of this sketch.
William E. Settle was reared on the
old farm in Missouri, and until he was
eighteen years old was employed in learning
the practical details of the stock business,
His
his father being an extensive dealer.
education' was acquired in the public schools
of Union Star, and subsequent reading,
travel and association with men and affairs have broadened his mind and have
assisted in making him one of the most intelligent citizens of this township.
In 1891 William E. Settle accompanied
his parents to Kansas and lived in Richland township in this county until 1895 at
which date he removed to Ninnescah township where he has remained ever since.
;

Here Mr. Settle owns and operates a farm
comprising six hundred and forty acres,
which is regarded as one of the most desirable in the township.

The many

valu-

able improvements which he has added, the
methods which he has employed and the results which he has attained, have all con-

duced to the attractive appearance and
prosperity of his estate.
With a comfortable residence, commodious barns, fruitful
orchards and growing stock, Mr. Settle has
every reason to feel satisfied with his Kansas "home.

At Kingman was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Settle to Miss Delia Amerman, who was born near Sheffield, Illinois,
a daughter of Levi and Sarah (Texas
Taw sun) Amermjan, who had these children Reta Camp, who lives in Indian Territory. Delia, who is Mrs. Settle; Charles,
:

who

lives in Lawton,
Oklahoma; Mable
Shrebaugh. who resides in Lawton, Oklahoma and Clara, who lives at home. Two
children died young.
Mr. Amerman was
:

New

was a soldier in the Civil
in Kingman.
Two children were born to Mr. and
Mrs. Settle, a son and daughter, namely
Karl M. C. and Beulah May. In his political sympathy Mr. Settle has been a lifelong member of the Republican party, and
born

in

war, and

Y<

now

*rk,

lives

he exerts considerable influence in

He

known

its

coun-

man
many

of substance,
of the enterprises looking to the advancement of this
part of the state and to the satisfactory development of its wonderful resources.
Mrs. Settle is a leading member of the
cils.

and

is

is

identified

as a

with

Methodist church to which Mr. Settle is a
and both are important
factors in the social life of the neighborhood. The whole Settle family is noted for
its free-handed hospitality, high ideals of

liberal contributor,

business integrity and that genial personality which encourages and binds them in
strong bonds of friendship with the best
representative people of their locality.

LIXDHOLM.
The

agricultural

interests of

Kingman

county are well represented by J. A. Lindholm, who resides on section 22, Yinita
township, where he owns and operates a
valuable tract of land on which he is engaged in general farming and stock-raising.
He is one of the worthy citizens that Sweden has furnished to Kansas, his birth having occurred in that land in 1864. His father, John Lindholm, was also born, reared
and educated in Sweden and after arriving
at years of maturity he married Miss Mary
Johnson, who proved to him an able assistant on the journey of life. In the year 1867
the father sailed with his family from Guttenberg, Sweden, for the United States,
coming by the way of Liverpool, England,
On reaching the shores of
to New! York.
the new world they made their way across
the country to Knox county, Illinois, and
subsequently removed to Hamilton county,
Iowa, settling near Stanhope, upon a farm
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which was their

home

until

In that

[880.

year they came to Kingman county and
secured a farm of three hundred and twenty
acre-, in Yinita township, where the father
pursuitcanaed
on
agricultural
with

marked success

until

death,

his

which in-

when he was lifty-six years
was honored and respected by
all who knew him lor his life was in conformity with manly and upright principles.
In hi- political \iew- he wa- a stanch Re-

curred in
of age.

NX;,

i

lie

supporting

irnestlj

i

whose

principles

his

in

the

party

opinion, contained

He

good government.

the he-t elements of

membership in the Methodist church,
which he served as steward for many

held
in

year- and.

when he

died he

fam-

left to hi-

nol only a comfortable o anpetera

ily

also the priceless heritage of a

\

.

bul

good name.

His widow still lives on the old family
homestead in this county and has reached
the age of sixty-six year-.
In their family
were four children
S. J. who is the owner
of a valuable farm of three hundred and
twenty acres in Virata township and makes
his hi me in Chene)
this review;
J. A., of
:

M45

the -tate of \\ ashingto
ne of Mr.
and Mrs. Lindholm has been blessed with
four children Gale t., Ernesl C., Bessie and
:

Paul.
>ur

(

subject

is

the

owner of

dred and eighl
which are a good residence and
tial barn a gro

f

and. on

i

substan-

a

are to

In- se< n
fine
meadi >w and pasture
laud- and richly cultivated fields.
lie has
three hundred and twenty acres under cultivation and l- successfully engaged in the

raising of both

gram and

stock.

In his po-

litical at'liliaii. n- he
ia
Republican and
has served a- township trust
the school board.
Both he and his wife
hold membership in the Methodist church
i

Bethel, Kansas,

ai

tion

in'

local

and he now-

church trustee,

tin-

till-

lie belongs

posi-

to

the

camp of Modern Woodmen, and

is

who

withholds his co-operation
from no movement or measure for the pubsupporting educational, church
and temperance interests and all measures
for the uplifting of humanity.
a

citizen

;

Cena, the wife of \Y. B. Gobin, of Rocky
Ford, Colorado; Amanda, the wife of R.
Sibbitt.

who

homestead,
gusta,

in

on

re-ides

Yinita

the deceased

the

MARSHALL NESTOR.

family

old

township; and

wife of Joseph

AuWin-

A

gert.
J.

A. Lindholm was reared under the

parental roof, mostly in

Hamilton

Iowa,

education

and obtained

his

count)'.
in

the

schools of that locality, and through business experience.
Lessons of industry and
honest) he learned at home and they have

proven valuable factors to him
taining of success in later

life.

in

He

the at-

aided in

improving the old he
arm and
early became familiar with all the duties
and lab rs that fall to the lot of the agriculturist.
At the age of twenty-four years
he was united in marriage to Mi-. Isabel
Gale, a native of Indiana, and a daughter
of J. H. and Sarah (Barnes) Gale, of Yinita township.
Five children were born unto Mr. ami Mrs. Gale:
Mrs. Julia King;
George \Y. Mrs. Isabel Lindholm: Calvin
C. and Mrs. Mary De Motte. a resident of
:

;

^lored citizen of

as,

i-

this section of the -tate.

his

home

Kingmai

"lie of the ,-turd_\' pi

since

1X77.

where he
lie

n
h

has ever been

found loya! to the cause of right and truth,
influence being used for the g
jsociated with him in
any way.
Mar-hall Nestor was born in
Bath county, Kentucky, on the [6th
f
His father. Andrew Nestor,
June. [849.
was born near Harper'- Ferry, Virginia,
but wa- reared in Kentucky, and during the
war of 1812 his father was a true and brave
For his wife Andrew Xcstor chose
soldier.
Anna Uelry, a native of the Bluegrass state
and of German descent, and she spoke the
his

1

German

tongue.

Unto Andrew and Anna

Xe-tor were turn the following children:
Ira. Joe. John. David. Andrew. Elizabeth,
Johanna. Felix. Marshall and Sarah A.
The nn -ther passed away in death at the age
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of ninety years, and the father reached the
He
patriarchal age of ninety-nine years.
wlas a man of fine physique, weighing two
hundred and eighty pounds.
Marshall Nestor, whose name introduces
this review, was reared on an old Kentuckyfarm, where he was early taught to labor in
the

fields.

In 1877 he left his southern.
to the Sunflower state, se-

home and came

and sixty acres of
Indian land, in Kingman county,
three and a half miles from Cheney, and this
has ever since continued to he his place of
curing one hundred
(

Isage

abode.
In 1882, in Kingman county, he
was united in marriage to Sarah Ellen
Shank, who was born in Champaign county,
Illinois, and was there reared and educated.
She is a daughter of Levi and Mary Matilda
Shank, of Cheney, Kansas. Seven
children, three sons and four daughters,
have been born of this union. Hazel Johnson, of Sedgwick county, Kansas; Ray Irving, who died when only seven weeks old
and May R., Earl R., Mary E., Louisa and
C. Dow.
Mr. Nestor is a stalwart supporter of the Democracy and on its ticket he was elected to the office of township
treasurer, in which he served with efficiency.
He was also a school director for a number of years.
His social relations connect
him witlh the Woodmen of the World. Like
his father, he is a well built man, being six
feet in height and weighing two hundred
and twenty-five pounds. His genial temperament, courteous manner and broadminded principles render him a favorite
with all, and those who have known him
longest are among his best and most devoted friends.

—

BEN MARKLEY.
Ben Markley, one of the early pioneers
of Ottawa county, was born in England, on
the 30th of December, 1838, a son of
Thomas and Elizabeth (Watson) Markley, natives also of
that country, where
their marriage occurred.
The father was a
laboring man in his native country, and in
1853, hoping to benefit his financial con-

dition in this land of promise, he sailed for

new world, where lie was joined by his
family four years later, locating in the Em-

the

There the father was

pire state.

also en-

A

as; a laboring man
few years
afterward the family removed to Illinois,
and later to Michigan, where his death occurred.
His widow then came to Kansas,
spending her remaining days in the Sunflower state, her death occurring at Minneapolis.
They were the parents of twelve

gaged

1

.

children, eleven of

maturity, and

whom

two died

grew, to years of

in their native land,

while the remainder came to the United
States.
The mother was formerly a. member of the Church of England, but after
o aning to this country she united with the
Methodist church.
They were industrious
and progressive citizens and were highly
esteemed for their many sterling traits of
character.

Ben Markley, whose name introduces
this review was reared in his native land,
hut his opportunities for receiving an edu1

,

cation

were extremely

limited,

as

he was

obliged to assist in the support- of the family from early life.
In 1857,, when nineteen
years of age, he came to the United States,
and after the removal of the family to Illinois he was engaged as a farm hand near
W'aukegan.
During the Civil war he
loyally espoused the cause of the north, and
made two attempts to become a defender of
the stars and stripes, but his physical condition would not admit him.
He was afterward drafted for service, but again he was
rejected.
Mr. Markley was married on the

29th of December, 1864, after which he began farming on rented land, but in 1866 he
left the Prairie state and came to- Kansas,
locating a homestead near Solomon river,
northwest of Minneapolis, in Ottawa county, where he immediately
began the improvement of his farm. In 1868 a band of
nine hostile Indians made a raid upon his
home and he sought safety in flight, seeking cover under a creek bank, where the InThe}-, however,
dians dared not follow.
shot arrows at his work cattle and stole his
two horses, but the latter he afterward recovered. They continued their raid through

BIOCK.iriIlC.il.

men on

neighborhood, killing tw<

t! ie

that

John: Elizabeth; William: James; and
Samuel.
The marriage of Mr. and Mrs.
has been blessed with three children, namely: Gertrude, the wife of Will-

everything was new and wild, game of all
kinds being plentiful and wild beasts roamed
In 1874 our subat will over the prairies.
his original purchase and removed
to the farm which he yet owns, purchasing
eighty aero of land bordering the Solo
m.Mi river, where he and his brother Israel
erected a gristmill which they conducted
in connection with their farming interests.
At that time there were only a few mills in
this part of the country, his patrons thus
comring to him for miles around and lie became widely and favorably known tl
After a number
out the locality.
thi>

mill

w

1-

destri

>y<

I

fire

b)

but

it

on a much more
was carried, on
1

iam Stickle)
•;\

:

el)

and \\ illiam and I-..
engaged in agricultural puris a zealous and
ac-

Mrs. Markley

suits.

iher

of

Presbyterian church,
mciples in her

the

I

every-day life.
In local political matters
r the
Mr. Markley is indep
men whom he thinks best qualified for office, but on questions of national importance
his support to the Republican parlie has many pleasant reminiscences
ty,
pe
has both an instrucof his
tive and entertaining way
relating them.
i>

I

1

f

was

I

there business

I
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to the count)

same day.

When Mr. Markley came

HISTORY.

for

Since disposing of his inter
Mr. Markley has devoted
his attention exclusively to his farming and

SAMUEL

1

I).

RENO.

I

Stock-raising

g

and

interests
-

1

success.

met

\\

As

nli

in

a

this

line

of

gratifying de

years an active factor in the
agricultural activities of Kingman county,

Samuel

1).

ice

and stock-rais-

fainMers

ers of this locality.

companion and helpmate on the
journey >•{ life Mr. Markley chose MisEllen Attridge, a lady of intelligence and
culture.
She was born in the Empire state
on the uth of November, 1835. a daughter
of John Attridge, a native of England. After
coming to this country he located in the

Xew York

many

r

the years havi

he has added to his landed possessions until he m w owns a tine farm of eight hundred acres, his land being the finest in Ottawa county.
He has also aided his children in gaining a start in life and his sons
nenl

F

but

subsequently

re-

to Illinois, where he became
lie
and well known agriculturist.
his life, but
nt the remainder
still
survives, and now makes
her home in Chicago. The}' were members
Their children
of the Church of England.
were seven in number: Ellen, the wife of
during his
who
died
ect; Thomas,
service in the Civil war: Charles, a prominent merchant of Minneapolis,

moved
inent

1

E

\

!

Reno, through

and business

his

diligence,

ability,

handsome competence and has
contributed
Ids
bility

in

all

also

to
the
general
prosperity
connection therewith
trade transactions, loyalty to

duties of citizenship, fidelity in the discharge of every trust reposed in him.—
all

these are his chief characteristics, and
through the passing years they have rehim the unqualified confidence and

-men.

Mr.

I

rue

prii r

bions to two brothers
from France to the Unit
Revolutionary war.
Pressley

the

to

Reno, the father
a native
tate of Indiana as was also his faThe former married
Reno.
lark, who was born in £
land county, Indiana, a daughter of John
Clark', a native of the Empire state and of
Reno reIn 1858 Mr.
descent.
moved with bis family to Franklin county,
n here they were among the very
nd there the wife and mothaway at the age of forty-one
1

I
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years.

The

Eugene

City,

father afterward

years.

seventy-five

removed

Oregon, where Ms

bors were ended in death

at

He was

life's

a

to
la-

age of

the

life-long

dred and ten acres, on which he has erected

commodious and
add

farmer, was a Republican in his political
views, and both he and his wife were mem-

tive

Eight children were born unto this worthy couple,
namely: Mary J. Hart, of Iola, Kansas;

and religiously

bers of the Christian church.

W. G., who served as ai member of the
Nineteenth Kansas Cavalry during the Civil
war and is now a resident of Franklin
county, Kansas John C. who also took part
in that struggle but is now deceased; Eliza
A. Cook, of Oklahoma James, who died in
;

and
and an orchard of twelve
to the beauty and attrac-

substantial buildings,

a beautiful grove
acres, further

appearance of the place.

relations he

is

a-

member

In his social

of the

Wi dmen,
"

identified with the Chris-

is

He

has always had an abiding
interest in all matters that subserve the
progress and well being of his fellow men,
and he has been recognized as a power for
tian church.

in the community where his influence
has been directed.

good

;

Greenwood county,

Kansas:

Samuel

D.,

HENRY

the subject of this review; Elizabeth Ben-

Allen county. Kansas; and one who
died at the age of thirteen years.
Samuel J). Reno, of this review, was
born in Switzerland county Indiana, in
1850 and was but a lad of eight years when
he was brought by his parents to the Sun-

N.

MESSENGER.

nett, of

He remained at home until
year, when, in 1875, he
marriage to Alice J. Randall,
a native of Illinois, and a daughter of William and Jane (Hendricks) Randall, both
of wlhom passed away in Kansas.
The far
ther was a loyal soldier during the war of
the Rebellion, and at all times was a publicspirited and valued citizen.
Six children
have graced the union of our subject and
wife, as follows
Eorilla LaPlant, of Harper county. Kansas; Nellie, who follows
flower

his

state.

twenty-first

was united

in

:

the teacher's profession in

Kansas

;

Roy

E.

;

Alvin

;

Kingman

Charles

;

county,

and Hat-

On the 1 st of April. 1898, the family
called upon to mourn the loss of the
loved wife and mother, who passed away
at the age of forty-three years.
She was
a member of the Christian church, and at
her death the highest tributes of love and
respect w^ere paid her, for to all who had
the pleasure of her acquaintance she was at
once friend, teacher, counselor and companion.
Mr. Reno< is recognized as one of the
leading agriculturists and business men of
King-man county, and lie now owns a fer-

tie.

was

tile

and well cultivated farm of three hun-

Among the early pioneers of Richland
township, Kingman county, Kansas, none
has conquered climate, circumstances and
physical surroundings to better effect than
has Henry N. Messenger, who is one of the
leading citizens of this prosperous section.
Like many another prominent citizen, his
entrance into the Sunflower state was made
in a canvas-covered wagon, and again, like
many

another, he

was

called

upon

to face

the hardships caused by the visitation of the

grasshoppers, the hot winds and drouths
and the destructive hail storms which so
thoroughly discouraged many settlers at the
outset but which have mostly passed away
under modern methods of agriculture and
irrigation and a scientific understanding of
the soil.
But Mr. Messenger is not the
type of man to be easily discouraged, and
he was sufficiently far-sighted to discern
that this locality might indeed be made a
and conditions toveritable garden spot,

—

day indicate that his judgment was correct.
Henry N. Messenger is a native of the
old Peninsular state of Michigan, having
been born in Cass county and being a scion
of sturdy pioneer stock. His father, Riverius Messenger, was a son of Reuben Messenger, who was numbered among the early
settlers of Michigan, whither he removed
from Connecticut, having been the s. hi of
one of the valiant soldiers in the Continental
line

during

the

war

of

the

Revolution,
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while this same ancestor of our subject was
also an active participant in the war of

of this review

I

r

died

years, while his

at

widow

great age of ninetj
n.l

ikes hi-

lived

to attain the

seven, both having been

consistent

members

1

E

I

chun

w ho was
of the children of this worthy
was a young man of ambitious nature and deten
after his
marriage t .Mi" Hannah Filley, of Marion
county, Ohio, he removed to the wild- of
la-- d unty, Michigan), which state was
tist

i

couple,

tii 'it

of the "far west,"

and there he took up a tract of land,
he reclaimed and devel< ped hit" an
farm, becoming one of the successful agriand honored citizens
culturists
oatnty and there retaining his residence for

many years.
hem. and the
abiding

1

here

est child

all

his

child-,

until the

young-

was about fourteen years

1

•

1

:

91

.

in

in-

this article, was hut ten year- of
age when his father left the old h
and started across the plains to California,
and the lad was thus thrown upon his own
Hi- early educational advanresources.
tages were of the m
iture, hut
travel, much reading and long and practical

experience

in

connection with business

have amply enabled

life

i

Until he

m1.

was nineteen years of age he continued
assist, a- far a- lay in hi-

power,

in the

to

sup-

and when he was twenty
d he was united in marriage to Mi-s
Malinda Sargent, who was horn in Michigan, where both of her parent- died, her father having been Seth Sargent.
Mrs. Mcil)

.

in

the year [&

ing three children, namely:

now

William,

who

prominent and successful farmer
of Richland township: Mrs. Hann.v
at her father's home, whither she
had come from Oklahoma; and Berlin, who
is

The father lived for a lime in Illinois and
still
later became a
resident
of
Ohio,
while his declining years were passed in
the hi me of hi- son Henry, the immediate
subject of this review.
He also vvas one i
the hardy argonauts who made tin
]>erilnus journey across the plains
forma in the memorable days of [849,
f
shortly after the discover)
gold in this
new Eldorado. The mother of our subject
died at the age of thirty-seven years and her
hu-1 and lived to attain the age
seven, his death occurring in I 'a-- county,
Missouri.
They became the parents of
eight children, namely:
Walter and Abigail, who are now deceased; Rul
mentered a Michigan regiment at the
break of the war of the Rebellion and later
became a member of an Illinois regiment,
with which he served until tl
war. receiving his honorable discharge in
Little Rock, Arkansas, was thereafter engaged in the sawmilling business in Michigan until his death William was the next
in order of birth and all trace of him has

home

ihoma.

old homestead continued the

;

this

:

Henry X. Messenger, whose name

enty-five

th<

-1

Henry X. is the subject
Reuben i- a resident of the

:

;

1

,

-

subject

tlu-

sed

Reuben Messenger and
wife, Hannah, both passed the closing years
of their lives in Marion o uut\ Oh
1812.

bj

i

1449

a

!

Belmi nt n wnship.
E
Walter, died at the agi

child,

er

consummated a

<

)ne

sec-

ond marriage, being then united to Frances
Palmer, a woman of noble and kindly nature, and she lias been a true companion and
helpmeet to her husband, brightening the
home with her cheery presence and ably
administering the di mestic econon
was horn in Sandusky county, Ohio, and
ed and educated in Marion county,
that state, being a daughter of Reuben and
'aimer, the ft -mier of
tate of New Y< rk
and the latter in the city of Augusta, Maine.
hn and
lmer was a d;
]
Amy Stevens Bickf* rd,
died in Ohio, the former having been a native of Maine and an active participant b th
in the war of the Revolution and that of
Reuben and Frances Palmer became
1S12.
the parents of seven children, concerning
:

•

';

I

1

i

I
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whom we
record

:

enter

the following epitomized
Amanda are deceased:

Dexter and

who was a member of the Sixty-fourth
Ohio Infantry during the Civil war. was
one of the first to volunteer from that state
and he died while in the service of his country Jonathan, who was likewise a soldier in
the same regiment, now resides in Putnam
county, Ohio: Alfred, who also showed his
John,

;

by enlisting as a member of
the same regiment to which his brothers belonged, is still living: Frances is the wife of
the subject of this sketch; and Reuben is a
resident of the state of Arkansas. The honored father died in Marion county, Ohio, at
patriotic spirit

the age of forty-five years, and his widow
long survived him, passing away, in Cass
county, Missouri, at the age of sixty-two,
both having held the faith of the Baptist
church, of which they were devout members.

In 1S63 Henry X. Messenger went forth
in defense of the Union, his loyalty and
patriotism being roused to responsive protest when the integrity of the nation was

thus placed in jeopardy by the armed rebelHe enlisted as
lion of the southern states.

a member of the One Hundred and Seventyfourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with which
he served until victory crowned the Union
arms.
He was thus in active service about
eleven months, and within this interval participated in the battle of Murfreesboro and
several minor engagements, and after the
close of the war he received his honorable
discharge and then returned to Ohio, having been fortunate in escaping injury during
his

term of service as a loyal son of the

re-

public.

Mr. Messenger continued to follow agriin the old Buckeye state

cultural pursuits

until the year 1869, when he removed with
his family to Cass county. Missouri, and

came thence to Kansas, making the journey
overland with a mule team and wagon and
camping out by the way. The family came
to Kingman county at this time, and their
first home was a dug-out of the type so
familiar to the pioneers of this

now

perous and populous section.
a sod

Later Mi'.

Messenger constructed

pros-

house,

the

same being

sixteen by twenty-four feet in
dimensions, and this continued to be the
family home for a number of years. They

were numbered among the early settlers, as
be understood when we revert to the
fact that at the time when Mr. Messenger
first established his home here there were
no houses between his place and what is
now the city of Harper and but two between
his home and Kingman, all the land being
wild and totally uncultivated.
He was
compelled to go to Wichita to secure feed
for his horse, and he secured enough money
to buy the lumber with which to provide
a roof for his house by picking up buffalo
bones and selling them, a unique enterprise
to which many of the pioneer settlers had

may

recourse in the early days.
In October, 1877, Mr. Messenger took
his residence on his present finely improved homestead, where he now enjoys
the comforts and advantages of one of the
best and most attractive rural estates in this
favored section.
His homestead comprises
one hundred and sixty acres, and in addition
to this he controls about one thousand acres
Through the
lyingcontiguous thereto.
premises run two creeks, giving him facilities of exceptional and very valuable nature.

up

He

has a

fine residence, in striking

contrast

to the primitive sod house of the early days,
while the other improvements on the place

are of the best, including

commodious

barns,

windmill and abundant sheds for the accommodation of stock and produce, while he
avails himself of the most improved accessories for modern and scientific farming,
having wagons, carriages, agricultural machinery and implements and all other accesHe has
sories of the most approved sort.
engaged extensively in the raising of grain

and devotes

special attention to the raising
of a high grade of cattle and other stock.
His rewards for years of toil are very evi-

and the ease and comfort which he and
now enjoy have been well
earned.
Ten children have been born to
Mr. and Mrs. Messenger, and eight of the
number still survive, namely Mrs. Abigail
Ford, of Belmont township: Jesse, of Richland, township; Wyman and Elmer, who

dent,
his

devoted wife

:
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remain

who

the parental

at

student

a

is

in

home; Luretta May,
McPherson

h he and his wife were prominent
and worthy members of the Mi

i

and Clara Pearl, Mabel Leonie and Roscoe
K.. who are at home.
The two

who

children are Lydia,

died at

tl

d church.
I

I

tarrison

duces

i

Anna, who passed away

:

ucational

Mr. Messenger

strong ad
the principles of the Republican party and
§ been influential in its local ranks,

rience,

worthy member of the
Christian church and both are held in the
esteem in the community where they
Their
tiaintained their home.

ernment

r

is

a

is

a

concerning the
till a volume.

reminiscences

interesting-

Koon, win

B.

would

early days in this county

but increases the respect which
generation must Eeel for tl
ahead and blazed the way for the
march of civilization and material

se nam
youth and early
•

this review, spent his

at

fourteen.

if

'45>

n

rental rQof, and the
privilege- which he resupplemented in later life
tion .and expe-

and he has thus
formed man.
In 186,
sunflower

state,

win

roamed

mployed

1

b)

I

in freigl

umbers,

1

ecital

tion

.'

onward

to take place,

— when

which

\

il

be changed into beautiful farms, towns and

rity.

ice
all

HARRISON

After remain-

.need.

.

and progressive tanner reirans township, Kingrn in Marion
in [847, a - n of William
was born in the same com-

thrifty

and

the conveniences and industries of the

KOON.

B.

Koon

spent

the

I

.

Koon, who
111. nwealth
in 1806.
he latter
t
Anthony Koon, who proved
to his country by serving
!•"..

'I

<

gallant soldier in the
er of

Nelly

war

.

h

•

moth-

name
native

'

1

:'

-.

i

prominent

ere

<>i"

•

and

.

known

well

1

f

made in
There he made his home
1 being

en he again

i

Virginia, where her an-

West

of

:

.

t<

of [812, her

ur subject bore the maiden

1

was engaged in the
in which he was quite sv
While residing in that state he
In 1S74 he repart in the Blackhawk war.
the state
turned
his nativity, was there
married, and in [879 removed to ;.

of that time

m

are

now

nd

is

still

the

1

f

to
f

]

two hun-

I

iny other war

of three
'

-

r

and secured his present farm
dred and forty acre-.

liv-

-

Her during

between

irund)

came

stantial

Fnto this worl

eleven children,

li

<

fi

:'

th<

Marion

:

of the finest ar

West Virginia; and Harr
ject
ily

1

f

this review.

passed

eighty-five years,

1894.

:

Virginia.

?

He' was a farmfer
stanch advocate of the Dei

Ilenk-

.

ired

and the father
of Daniel and

Mary

(Wilcox)

H

and
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five years of age, leaving five children, and
father was afterward again married,
and by the second union had one son, John
Henkins, who died in this township, leaving
a widow.
Mrs, Henkins passed away in
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Koon have
Virginia.
been born ten children, seven sons and three
daughters, namely William Harvey, w ho
served a- a si Idler in the Spanish-American

the

;

:

the Philippines, enlisting, when
tw|enty-one year- of age, in Major \Y. L.
Brown's regiment: Klias B. Charles; Mrs.

war

in

;

Cora B. Magnuson, of Reno county. Kansas Pearl Nellie Jerry Walter and Fred.
Mr. Koon is an ardent supporter of the
Democracy, and in political, business and
:

social]

men

;

circles

of

:

;

he ranks

Kingman

:

among

the leading

county.

WILLIAM

C.

GALPIX.

William C. Galpin. of Blaine township,
Ottawa county, Kansas, whose postoffice address is Minneapolis and who has been a
well known resident of central Kansas for
twenty-two years, has an enviable record as
a soldier in the war of the Rebellion.
Mr.
Galpin was born in Steuben county. New
York, in 1846, while the Mexican war was
in progress,
a son of Orrin and Mary
(Vought) Galpin. Orrin Galpin came of an
old Connecticut family and was of ScotchEnglish origin.
Mary Vought came of an
old Pennsylvania family, having been born
and reared in Bradford county, that state.
Orrin Galpin. who was a soldier in the war of
1S12, died at the age of sixty-six. His children were named as follows: John, Nellie.
Samantha, David, Daniel. Orrin. Anthony,
Mary, Hiram. William C. Eugene, Edward and Arthur. Daniel. Hiram, William
C. and Arthur served their country as soldiers in the Civil war.
The mother of these
children, who is remarkable for her strength
of character and for her goodness of heart,
reared them to he sober, honest, mural and
industrious.
She possesses many personal
characteristics which have endeared her to
all who know her, and during all the years

of her life she has

the regard of those

commended herself to
among whom she has

and has been known as a charitable
and generous neighbor. She is now living,
at an advanced age, in Illinois.
The subject of this sketch accompanied
his parents from his native county in New
York to Illinois. His education was acquired in the public schools and he was early
lived,

instructed in practical farming.

In response

to President Lincoln's call for troops he en-

Captain Burrell's company of the
Fifteenth Regiment of Illinois Volunteer
Infantry, which was commanded by Col-

listed in

onel George C. Ryers and with which he
served eighteen months.
Later he was a

member of Captain Stevenson's company of
the One Hundred and Forty-second Regiment of Illinois Volunteer Infantry, which
was commanded by Colonel R. V. Ankenny.
He was present in numerous battles and
minor engagements and at the close of the
war took part in the grand review in Washington. As a musician he performed an important part in inspiring the soldiers on the
of battle and on their weary marches.

field

Returning to
over, he

was

Illinois

after

for six years

the

war

engaged

in

was
farm-

ing.

In 1S78 Mr. Galpin married Isadora
Wilson, a woman of good family and of
much culture and intelligence, and she has
been to him a worthy wife and helpmeet.
Mrs. Galpin was born in Stevenson county,
Illinois, September 11. 1847, a daughter of
Thomas and Abbie (Parkhurst) Wilson.
Her father was born in Bradford county,
Pennsylvania!, a son of Adam Wilson, and
her mother was born at Ithaca, New York.
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson had seven children,
as follows: Mary, Jane, Isadora, Lucy, Victoria,

of

Lydia and Adam, the

whom

was

died

young.

Ml".

last mentii >ned

Wilson,

who

and an influential
member of the Republican part}-, died at the
age of sixty-five years. Mrs. Wilson died
at the age of forty-six years, having gained
a warm place in the hearts of all who had
known her, by reason of her womanly sympathy and genial disposition.
In 1879 Mr. Galpin took up his present
a successful fanner
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ad, which consists of one hundred
and twenty acres, on which arc a good residence and ample barns, sheds and
buildings.

I

he

plai

with

ed

>

a

grove and an orchard and is devoted to the
of general
farming and
Mr. Galpin
a Republican, influraising.
-

i*s

wife to the
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I'n:

I

le

en days.

•

here

!

sh

for a

farm

a

h<

claim on

I

i

by twelve

feet,

In ispitalit)

In 18S6

ed by a tine

two thousand

>

been a resident
ly

I

of the early sett

if

Hlis

cost

com-

this

ivife are

the en-

life in

fruit- of tin

rich

and

fer-

ings while a b
orchard also add to the value

substantia
rid

Mr. Harrison was married

this

in

L
Eliza

to

i

he is a native of England, his birth hav'he nth
ing occurred in Line

May, 1834.

in

who

ty.

of

and

ning of

spend

fa

Harrison,
i

dollar-

and twenty acres of

Ottawa county, Kan-

fits leading

reigned supreme.
at a

of

WILLIAM HARRISON.

William

sixti

tl

e

nship,

a dug-out, ten

accommodation

better

until

was a log cabin, fourteen by
which was the

now

citizens

labt >rer

i

ential in local political affaii

>dd Fellows, and
the Independent
Irder of
he and his wife and children are members
His
of the Methodist Episcopal church.
son. Forest II.. and his daughter, Alice, are
both graduates of the Minneapol
ihe former, who is a Republican
and an Odd Fellow, is a practical
and is associated with hi-- father's
ural interests.
The daughter is the wife of
H. G. Miller, of Blaine township.
(

Liv-

York, where

Mil.-.

county.
\\

m

ling fn

n

he arrived after a vo;

Walmsley, who was
locality,

a

in

li

dan..

• d.

parents, Willi

Martha (Davey) Harrison, were likewise
born and reared in Lincolnshire, and there
the mother passed to her final rewar
reached the thirty-sixth n
on the journey of life. The lather came to
the United States, but shortly after his arrival in this country he was taken ill. and
his death occurred in Christ Hospital, in
-

1

New York city. The parents had,
lildren:
William, Man.
Rebecca. Sarah. Thomas. Martha ai
The last named died when young
family were men
he established

that

Sarah

:

Ten

chil-

dren have blessed tins union, namely: Willon the
iam, wii

William
Martha, the wife of A. IleberIttawa county Mary.
the wife of C. Grant; and live wl
when young. Mr. Harrison affiliati
the

wife of
ity;

-

;

1

Church of England, and the father
agricultural pursuits as a means of a

live-

church,

many

clerk and

years

Mr. and Mrs. Harrison have traveled

life's

journey ton-ether, their mutt
confident

have

rs

lihood.

William

Han

••

name

intro-

duces this review, was rear.
in his native country. After
his marriage, in [867, he came with his

which

up

Ik.

their

;

homestead farm

tii

11

which has here
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taken place. They are widely and favorably

known throughout their locality and command the respect of all who have had the
pleasure

acquaintance.

their

of

1

JACOB GERBER.
Among

the representative citizens of
count} none are more deserving of
representation in this volume than Jacob
Gerber. who has for many years been connected with the agricultural interests of
Evans township.
native of the Buckeye

Kingmn

-

A

state,

he was born

His

1850.

born

in

ville.

Ohio.

father,

roof until twenty-five years of age, during
which time he assisted in the work of the
home farm and also attended the public
Mil.
In 1880 be left the
!s of his locality.
state of his nativity and came to Kansas.
securing a location in Evans township,
Kingman county, where he has ever since
made his home. He i- now the pi
of an excellent farm of four hundred and

in Seneca
county, in
Jacob Gerber, Sr.. was

Alsace, France, eighty-three years
1- 111 w living on a farm near Bell-

In Alsace. France, his father

owned a farm and vineyard, and there he
grew to years of maturity, attending the
of the locality until fourteen years

For the following four years he
was employed as a weaver and farmer, and
on the expiration of that period, at the age

of age.

of eighteen years, he left the home of his
youth for the new wi rid. After his arrival
here he became a sail \r >n the Great Lakes.
that occupation claiming his time for three
years after which he returned to France.
He remained at his old home, however, but
a slurt time, when he again came to Amer1

locating near Bellville, Ohio, where he
has ever since made his home. Twice mar-

ica,

ried, his first wife bore the maiden name
of Barbara Heitz.
She also was horn on
the River Rhine, and at her death left six
children, four of whom are now- living
Jacob, the subject of this review; Mary, of

eighty acres, upon which he has made many
improvements, including the erection of a
good residence, substantial barns and outbuildings, and has transformed
of the

ni'iist

it

int.,

desirable homesteads of

its

one
size

in the locality.

Mr. Gerber has been twdce married. His
wife, who bore the maiden name of
Gerber. was a distant relative, and
she died in Ohio, at the early age of twenty-

first

Mary

leaving

years,

six

two

children.

— Anton

For bis second
ami Mrs. Emma Stuble.
wife our subject chose Ursula Clouse, who
born,
in Seneca
reared
educated
was
and
county. Ohio, a daughter of George and
Catherine Glouse, natives of Alsace. France.
They subsequently came to America and
Eleven
are now living at Defiance. Ohio.
children were born unto Mr. and Mrs.
Clouse. namely:

Margaret,

sula,

Benjamin Catherine. UrJohn,

Charles,

Nicholas,

Minnie and Peter. The union
of our subject and wife has been blessed
wing named children: Clarwith the
ence, James. Mary, Leo. Benjamin, William
Mr.
In political matters
and La rettai.
Gerber casts his ballot in favor of the men
Religand measures of the Demjocracy.

Mary,

Josie,

i'i

11'

iously the family are

members

of the Cath-

church.

olic

Ohio: John, a prominent farmer of jalesburg township, Kingman county and Philopena, the wife of Michael Meng, also of
(

GEORGE

;

this county.

—

Two

of their children died in

Ohio,
Barbara and
ond wife the father
and one of their sons.
dent of Galesburg
ci

For lbs secJames.
chose Lena Snyder,

Mike Gerber. is a resitownship.
Kingman

>unty.

this

Jacob Gerber, the immediate subject of
sketch, remained under the parental

P.

DAVIS.

Davis, who is successfully
engaged in general farming in Galesburg
township, Kingman county, was born in
Vermilion county. Illinois, August 28,
i860, and is a representative of an old
His father. Philip R.
southern family.
Davis, also born in the same state, was a
(

ie rge

P.

woolen manufacturer, honored and respect-
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utility where he resided. The
grandfather, Reece Davis,
Wales,
f
Welsh parentage, and when a
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d

four

ye.:

away

1

i

merica.
the colonies attempted to throw off
'

When
the

army which was

wa-

a valiant

war.
native

the

f

i

'.

fi

:

r

.

lutionan

-

married

lie

fighting

endeared her to her
ances and her menu ir
ho knew her.
Georj
his life in the

little

untry of

r

county. Missouri, where his yot

.

i

t

1

he the father's place of residence until [880,

Wtorking

at

his trade in
taster

until

c f

that

t<

als

1

10 rge

in early

1'.

life.

Amanda
I

le

1

ther

chi

L<

and h< nesty were instilled into the
mind- of the sons and daughters,
they became use fid and valued men
society.

The

father, after his and.

became identified with tanning' inwhich occupied his attention in Illinois and Missouri.
In politics hi
)emi crat, and he ser
Jackson
He was --.
p hoard.
ker parents and always endorsed the faith
the east,

tabling

<

ty of Friends
connected with the Independent
Odd Fellows. He died at tin

of the S

six years

cii

and

his

his wife,

ly

his

farm,

all

Kai

g

experience,
eighteen

-

:ured
1

ne hundre

home-

a

and sixt

1

the care of

a valuable

1

been
ck.

ani

rich

the farm work

1

sti

grain

meadow- and

grain show that

He

of rich land,

i-

very

si

5'

•

a half-

and the farm, with

all

idence of
improvements, is tl
his enterprising and
In 1885 Mr. Davs was united in marMi— Anna L. Smith, who was
horn in Newtonia, Missouri, and
successful teacher. Her girlhood days were
spent in Newtonia and she taught her first
it-

in

county.

was

the Warner district of Newton
Her father. Thomas Smith, who
known farmer there, removed to

a well

curred

in

from Miir
Missouri and his wife,
ird,

the early

1

!•

modern implements
Hi- family is sheltered in a comnce; barns and outbuildings

verdant

were
faithful

to

n\ erted info

he was

t

Al-

When

>n.

came

i

im of

which

terests,

1

fa-

lab

agriculturist.

practical

1

Alice

dren died

the

through

d

reading
years of age he

F.; Katherina K.
I

the duties and

of

litive

carried

:

all
lot

cabin which had keen built by his father and
the neighli. rs, he yet gained therein the
foundation.-, of knowledge, which he has

for

-

and

the

to

and

Unto him and

death.

his

II.:

miliar with
tall

became

the public schools and

in

-

•

nine reached years of maturity.
Reece: Samuel; Sarah A.: W. K.
>les

catii n

wn,

industrii us and.

its

residents

constitution, acquired

Kingman

county,
Waterli o. lie

lie there devi

farm,

1

i

to

nativity

R<

heir son Philip R. Davis after arhis majoritj
was m
Pennsylvania to Louisa B. King, who was
Kirn November 5, 1815, and who through
Her
Hie was of gre
e to him.
birth occurred in Pennsylvania where she
was reared.
She was a daughter of W.
It
the war of iSu.
L. King,
was in the year of [854 that Philip Davis
went with his family to Vermilion county,
Illinois, settling near Danville upon a farm
which he made his litome un1
when the family removed to Barry county,
Their new heme was in the viMissouri.
cinity of Cassville, and this continued

when he came

quaint-

1

eve-

>'ath

who
-

.
'

in

oc-

her

died during

They

the e-teem of

nd Mrs.
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Davis 'have been born four children, one son
and three daughters, namely: Claude K.,
who is now fifteen years of age; Grace B.,
years

thirteen

old;

Christine,

a

child

of

four years: and Georgiaina, who is eighteen
months old.
Mr. Davis is a man of good physique

he has successfully coped with the labors
of the farm and in his enterprising career
he found that success results not from genius but from earnest, persistent labor,
lie is a leader in the Cumberland Presbyterian church of Galesburg township, of
which both he and his wife are members.
In politics he is a Democrat, and he has
served as a member of the township board
of supervisors and as township treasurer,
discharging his duties with credit to himself

and

satisfaction

to.

his

constituents.

connected with the Modern
The characteristics
of America.
of an upright manhood are his, and his life,
consistent with honorable principles and
actuated by industry and by good citizenship, is an example well worthy of emulaSocially he

is

Woodmen

native

a

Shenandoah

of

:

;

The

ily.

father died at the old

in Virginia, at the

and

away

Sugar Farm

age of seventy^-six years,

his wife survived

passing

two

tion.

Peer,

Christina

county and a daughter of John Peer, also
He had a
a native of the Old Dominion.
sister who lived to the very advanced age of
one hundred and thirteen years. Mr. Peer
was the owner of Sugar Hill farm, and
throughout his life was identified with agricultural pursuits.
'When the country endeavored to sever allegiance to the English
crown he became a member of the American
army and aided in the establishment of the
republic.
He married a Miss Stevens, who
was likewise born in Virginia. The marriage of Philip and Christina (Peer) Orndorff was blessed with the following chilHezekiah,
dren
Anna, now deceased
Uriah and John Sampson, who have also
passed away; Delilah; Lorenzo, who has
departed this life; and Perry W., who made
an excellent record as a soldier in the Civil
war and who was the youngest of the fam-

him

for

at the venerable

some

time,

age of ninety-

She was a member of the Evan-

years.

gelical church.

Up<

HEZEKIAH ORNDORFF.

dorff

Fr< im pioneer days in the development
of Rice county Hezekiah Orndorff has followed farming in this portion of the state.

His birth occurred in Shenandoah, Virginia.
February 11, 1827, and he represents one
of the highly

respected

families

of

that

His father, Philip Orndorff, was a
native of Frederick county, Pennsylvania,
and the grandfather w as a native of Hol-

state.

r

land.

On coming

dorff,

Sr.,

to

America Philip Orn-

took up his abode in Pennsyl-

vania, and in 1801 removed to Frederick
county, Virginia, locating on Cedar creek.

He

married Miss Siabert, a lady of German
and both died in Van Buren. Shencounty,
in
the Old Dominion.
Philip Orndorff, Jr., was born in 1795 and

lineage,

andoah

a soldier in the war of 1812, being stationed for a time in the garrison at Norfolk.
He made for himself a good record and
after the war he was united in marriage to

was

m

the old homestead Hezekiah

spent

Orn-

the days of his boyhood and

youth and acquired a fair education. When
a young man he went to Ohio, and in Mansfield, that state, was married to Vi^-s Anna
R. Ricksecker, a cultured lady of good family.
She was reared and educated in Massillon, Ohio, attended the high school there
and was afterward a student in the Mansa
field Ladies' Seminary, where she was
She
schoolmate of Mrs. John Sherman.
afterward became a successful and popular
teacher of Ohio.
She was born in Washington, D. C. a daughter of John and Eliza
Geiger) Ricksecker, both of whom were of
German descent, and the former was a naThey had
tive of 'Hagerstown, Maryland.
Mrs. Orndorff; Willten children, namely
iam K. Hilda B. Isabella: John II.. who
was a gallant colonel of the Civil war and
afterward for a number of years a prominent farmer of Rice county, a land agent
and hotel proprietor at Sterling, but is now
a resident of Kansas City, Missouri; Frank;
1

:

;

;

MR.

AND

MRS. H.

ORNDORFF AND FAMILY.
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Prudence, who has passed away; Stella;
Addie; and Mary.
The fathei
Mansfield,
Hiio, al the age
ninet) fh e
I

He

years.

maker

i

learned the trade of a cabinet-

Georgetown,

at

>i

the

in

District

way

his

to Cairo, Illinois, he then.

I

an Buren, Shenandi

After his marriage Mr. Orndorfl
in Virginia, and about the time of the Civil
war he was forced to flee to the mountains

state on accounl of the hostility
which his support of the Union cause

of that

lie voted

for

Lincoln

ai

nounced his allegiance to the Union
party.
His life was then threatened by the
rate sympathizers and he went to
the mountains, where he was captui
time he secured his release.
He
then went to Aurora, Portage county. Ohio,
where he was employed in a cheese factory
after

a

until

1864,

when he

offered his services to

the government, enlisting in the Sixth

(

)hio

Cavalry, under command of Colonel H. Barrett.
Fur a lime he v
al Cleveland. Ohio.

His brother Perry came to

visit

him and was taken ill with smallpox. This
was the occasion of Mr. Orndorff's having
to remain at Crestline for some time.
There
he was taken ill and confined in a hospital
for a number of weeks, after which he was
honorably discharged from the si
account

At

of

disability,

and

at

went

a later date he

Cleveland,
to

Ohio.

Marion

time resided n<
nibal, but the Rebel element in.that
n ng that he returned east and ti >ok
up his abode in Xenia, Ohio, where he remained until 1866. In that year be went to
Jackson county, Missouri, but after a fewmonths he left for the east, going down
the river to St. Louis, where he narrowly
escaped being killed and robbed, for it was
known that he had money. Proceeding on
i,

fi

>r

a

making

.

expiration of

ie

]

age.

Ferry,

[arper's

was statii >ned al the
Brown was taken prisoner. He afterward
e

I

of

Columbia, and afterward carried on busiong that line in order to pro\ ide For
his family.
[e voted with the R
party and was a member of the Methodist
Episcopal church, taking a very pi
and active part in' its work. His wife was
tsistent Christian, holding membership in the same church, and her death oc
Gurred when she was eighty-four years of
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that period he

where

is,

John

his brother-in
Ricksecker, was doing
I;

a g
abode
Wilson township and purcli
farms of one hundred and sixty acn
lie has here three thousand acres, and in
•rati, ms he has
met with
In an early day bis house was
ty.
was
lire
and
and
he
mobbed
set
to
by a lot of drunken men. his injuries being

onel

II.

up

1

his

in

In 1882 hi
inflicted with a hatchet.
proprietor of a hotel in Lyons and ci
that enterprise for four years, after which

be returned to the farm
le in

.and

in

Lyons.

Unto Mr. and Mrs.
born two children.
The Rev.
dorff, the elder,
ister of the

is

ive

been

R. C- Orna prominent and able min-

Methodist Episco

Tarlton, Ohi
a well known attorney in Rice county. The
younger son, Fred Orndorff, resides upon
;

one of bis father'- farms
ship.

Throughout

a

career
steadily progressed
ity

Mr.

Wils
long,

useful

Orndorff

has

i

one of the substantial
adopted county, where he is

and today he

citizens of his

in

varied,

is

member
now- living a rel
of the Methodist Episcopal church, to which
his wife also belongs, and in this community
they have the respect and warm r
all who know them.

TAMES

E.

SMITH.

Ottawa county. Kansas, has

several

cit-

English nativity who are leaders in
One of
its moral and material progress.
is
these
James E. Smith, of Logan town-
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whose postoffice address is Minneapolis
and who has lived in the county since 1878.
As a soldier, loyal to the stars and stripes,
during the Civil war. Mr. Smith made a
which any native-born American
might well be proud.
as born in England,
April 15, 1843. the same year in which the
hue lamented President McKinley was
born.
His father, Robert Smith, a butcher
by trade and occupation, stood well in the
community in which he lived, being known
for his integrity, enterprise and his observance of all that make- fur good citizenship.
After the death of his first wife, Jane Smith,
he married Anna Pierson, a native of Yorkshire. England, and the family came
to
America in 1S51. sailing from Liverpool
and landing at Xew York. After a short
stop at Rochester. Xew York, they went to
Lake county, in northern Illinois, and located near Waukegan, where Mr. Smith be-

orably discharged from the service, on account of disability. At the expiration of a
month after he was discharged he deemed
himself again fit for military duty, and accordingly enlisted in the Seventeenth Regiment f IllinoisVolunteer Cavalry,
time his regiment served in southeast Missouri and in Arkansas, with headquarters
at Pilot Knob and Iron Mountain, and it
participated in operations against the Confederate generals Price and Marmaduke until
the southern forces were driven from
the two states mentioned.
Afterward the
regiment was under command of General

ship,

i

Ewing, at Humboldt, and later it guarded
United States mail in the west and southwest.
When Mr. Smith was finally discharged from the United States service, at
the close of the war, it was with the commendation of his superior officers for his
brave and faithful service.
After the war Mr. Smith was for two

He was a standi supporter
from the time of
organization and was an active and devoted member of the Met!:
church, of which his good wife also was a
came a farmer.

years a blacksmith near his old home in
Illinois.
Later he was a clerk in the genHenry Rogers, at Vola, Lake
county, Illinois.
His faithfulness and his
efficiency were so well appreciated by Mr.
Rogers that the latter sent him to McHenry
county, Illinois, to take charge of a store
which he established there.
Later he accepted a position in the store of P. P. Helmstreet & Company,
at
Galesburg. Knox
count\-. Illinois.
From Galesburg he event-

of the Republican party
its

They had children named ChrisEnoch. Mferad, Naomi, Elizabeth,
James E.. Mary. Ruth. Matthew. Eli and
one who died young. ddie mother of these

eral store of

member.

i

tian,

children died in Lake county. Illinois, at the
age of fifty years, beloved for her many
virtues of mind and heart and regretted by
all

who had known

ually

her.

James E. Smith was reared to manhood
in Lake county. Illinois, and was there educated in the public schools and instructed
in practical farming and in other kinds of
hard work.
In 1861, when he was but

removed

to Iowa,

and after one year's

residence there he returned to Illinois, loeating at Chapin, Morgan county, conducted
a blacksmith shop there for a time and then
removed to Beardstown, Illinois, where for

;

and a half he was connected with
He located in Kansas in
1878 and is the owner of a fine farm of
one hundred and sixty acres. This he has
improved from wild railway land and has
made it one of the best in its vicinity. He
began life in Kansas in an humble way, his
home being a modest sod house. His present modern residence, which cost fifteen
hundred dollars, is well appointed and well
furnished and is one of the most homelike
in Logan township.
The farm is under a
a year

railroad work.

eighteen

years of age. he enlisted in the
Thirty-seventh Regiment of Illinois VolunCavalry.
His regimental commander
was Colonel White and his company commander was Captain Eugene Payne. He
was a member <>i Company C. and as such
teer

Ridge and
minor engagements, continuing in active
became a victim of mumps
and measles, which confined him to a hospital, where he remained until he was hon-

i

1

participated in the battle of Pea
in

!

service until he

',

high state of cultivation, has three miles
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and is provided with every facility
Mr. Si
for successful operation.
strong Republican and takes an active part
work, having been
:al
to many important conventions,
lie is a
member of the Irand Army of the
Republic ami i- a member of the Independ;

i

I

Mary, who

resides in Michigan; Elizabeth,

deceased; VV.
Francis,

II..

the subject

resident

a

souri; Jacob,

who

of

<\'<v\

"t'

this

Kansas
in

review;

City,

Ohio when

Mi—
thir-

of age; Ella, who passed away
Indiana John, who died at the
nine years; and Christena, a resident of

in

:

Order of Odd Fellows, with which he
unite.! in Lake count}'. Illinois,
lie and his
family are members and attendants upon the

The parenl
Connersville, Indiana.
died in the city last mentioned, the father
away when he had reached the age

services of the Methodist Episcopal church.

mi'

ent

Smith

was married in Morgan
.Man Eli
Who was born, reared and educated in Illiig a daughter of William and Anna
Mr.

.

to

hildren

as

f

1-

Cora, who became Mrs. Bickley and
Verdi, Kansas: Horace T., who lives
township, Ottawa county; Nellie:
Emma and Oscar J., who are members of
their parents' household: Edwin, who is a
physician Perry William Adolphus S. A.
and Mary E.. who died at the age of two
months.
laws:

live- at

:

:

W. H. KEENER.
Success has been worthily attained by
W. H. Keener, who is to-day accounted one
of the prosperous farmers of Ottawa coun-

while the mother survived
seventy-two years of age, both bavmembers of the Methodist

sixty years,

until

in- been devoted

church.

gaged

ward

In early

on section 2, Blaine township. A naBuckeye state, he was born at
Miami-burg, on the 6th of May, 1S42. a

cated,

1

been noted for their honesty and bravery.
John Keener received a good education in
his native language, and when twenty-two
age he came to the United States.
During the voyage to this country he hequainted with Miss May Lazer. who
born, reared and educated in
Switzerland, and after their arrival here
they were married in Chillicothe. Ohio.
They became the parents of eight children,
three - ins and five daughters, namely

father

was en-

matters he gave his support to the
He was an honest and
Republican party.
industrious farmer, and both he and his wife
were much respected and esteemed in the
localities in which they made their home.
W. 11. Keener, of this review, was
reared in Fayette county, Indiana, and was
early inured to the work of the farm, his
early education having been received in the
le has, however,
greatly added to his knowledge in later
tion and
years by constat
experience, and is a well informed man.
During the Civil war he valiantly offered, his
I

becoming a
Sixteenth Indiana
Colonel Lucas and
Captain Timothy Daugherty, and with this
command he served until the Strugg
to

the

Union

cause,

member of Company A.
Mounted Infantry, under

the countrj

tive of the

son if Ji ihn Keener, who was b< >rn in Switzerland and was a member of a prominent
family of that country, its members having

the

litical

services

management this is attributable. He now
owns one of the most desirable farming
properties of the locality, the same being lo-

life

the brewery business, hut afterfollowed agricultural pursuit-. In poin

services.

During

1

this

military

service he

Louisiana and Mississippi and many
Receiving an honother southern states.
orable discharge, he returned to his home
and again took up the quiet duties
In 1N72 Mr. Keener came to the
farm.
Sunflower state, locating in Blaine township. Ottawa county, where he now owns
one hundred and sixty acres of the finest
It is imland to be found in the locality.
proved with all the necessary outbuildings
and farm machinery, ami his fields are under a fine state of cultivation, annually yield-

was

in

ing to their owner a handsome financial return.
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The 18th of March, 1867, witnessed the
marriage of Mir. Keener and Miss Martha
L. Hutchinson, a daughter of Dr. B. D. and
Martha L. (Culley) Hutchinson, of Lamar,
Three children
Ottawa county, Kansas.
have graced the marriage of our subject
and wife, but the eldest, Lillie, died at the
age of twenty-four years. She was a well
educated and cultured young lady, and was
an efficient teacher in the public schools.
The two living children are Cora and Ollie,
both of whom are also successful and popular teachers. Mrs. Keener and her daughters are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Keener is a stalwart supporter of the principles of the Republican
party, as a candidate of which he was elected to the

office of sheriff
dii

lie

of

of the children of this union

Fred Hoffman resides

Mrs. Emma Gatsell makes her home
Missouri and two of the children are
deceased, one of whom, Robert Hoffman, was a soldier in the Civil war, and his
death occurred in Oregon.
By his second
marriage the father had two children,
Louisa Evans, a widow, and G. S.. the subsas

In his social relations he
of the Independent Order of

is

Odd

G. S. Hoffman was reared on his father's
farm, early assisting in the work of field
and meadow, and his educational advantages were those afforded by the common
sch'CM 1f his locality,
Ittawa
[n 1898, in
county, he was united in marriage to Eliza-x.
win
betb
was born in A
a daughter of Ulysses and Elvira
Taylor)
Cox. the former also a native of Missouri,
The wife and mother has been called to
the home beyond, leaving one child, Mrs.
Hoffman.
The union of our subject and
wife has been blessed with two children,
i

G

Ray, born March 18, 1900, and a baby boy,
born July 9, 1901.
Mrs. Hoffman is a
zealous member of the Baptist church, while
her husband is identified with the M'ethodist
Episcopal church. He is one of the leading

a

HOFFMAN.

G. S.

and representative agriculturists of Ottawa
county, now owning one hundred and sixty

the pioneer families of Ottawa
the one of which our subject is

acres of the finest land to be found in the
locality.
His fields are under an excellent
state of cultivation and everything about the

county was
a representative. His father, Godfrey Daniel Hoffman, one of the prominent earlv set-

place indicates the supervision of an energetic and progressive owner.
He gives his

of the county, is now deceased.
He
came to the Sunflower state in 1S70. securing from the government a timber claim
in Ottawa county, on which he spent the
remainder of his days. He was a native of
the German fatherland, his birth having
there occurred on the 16th' of March, 1815,
tlers

entire attention to his farm work, which has
brought to him an excellent financial return.
so that he is now numbered among those
who may well be proud of their success, as
it has come to him through his own labors,
his keen enterprise and perseverance.

and he was a member of a prominent old
German family. His father, who was a
miller by trade, owned and operated a mill
and enjoyed a lucrative trade. Godfrey D.
received a good education in his native lan-

MRS. JOSEPHINE COXXER.

guage, having attended the University of
Leipsic,

and

after

leaving that institution

he returned to his father's

home and

assist|

eel

was

him
first

in

the operation of the mill.

married

in

Leipsic,

(

1

I

Fellows.

Among

;

ject of this review.

ments of that position that he was re-elected
for a second term, and for a number of
years he has also served as a member of the
township board, of which he was elected
treasurer.

;

in

the require-

member

that

Kan-

now

Ottawa county,

fulfill

we record

at Minneapolis.

He

Germany, and

Mrs. Josephine Conner is the widow of
the late \Y. M. Conner, who was
ne of
the well known and highly esteemed citizens of Logan township, Ottawa county.

For twenty years he made

his

home

in the
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Democrat, and

Sunflower state, and during that long period
kind impulses and beneficence won for
him the love and esteem as well as the gratitude of many, and all who knew him held
him in high regard for his many estimable
characteristics.

A

native

of

ces

1
''

Workmen.

life

His par-

was

zens.

WILLIAM POSTLETHWAITE.
William Postlethwaite, of Blaine township, Ottawa county. Kansas, come- of
race of pioneers and soldiers and i- himself
honored both as a pioneer and a soldier.
;i

The

Postletbw*

'ton- in

i

every war fought on American -oil. Indian
wars, the Revolution, the war of 1812-14,
the Mexican war, the Civil war and the late
William Postlethwaite, the
wars.
the subject of this -ketch, was born in the
n of

Kentucky and came

to

an old family, noted for honesty and courHe first saw the light of day July 3.
age.
Crittenden county, and was a -on

Richard Postlethwaite, who
Richard
Pennsylvania.
near
Pittsburg,
was a -on of Richard
Postlethwaite
Postlethwaite. Sr.. who achieved a reputation a- an Indian tighter and Revolutionary
soldier and who was for a time stationed
died in Pennsylvania
Richard Postlethwaite,
at an advanced age.
pioneer scenes
Tr.. grew to ma
g
in Pennsylvania and. married Rachel Nolbert, daughter of a Revolutionary soldier
of

a prominent agriand was identified

with the Democratic party. The family removed from Illinois to Allen county, Kansas, locating near Iola, and in this state Mrs.
Conner was reared and educated. Unto
Mr. and Mrs. Conner were born two children.
Charles William, who was born August 4, 1890: and Anna Ellen, born July
-.-.
In politics Mr. Conner was a
1893.

he was
United

I

In 1889, in Ottawa county. Kan
curred the marriage of W. M. Conner to
Miss Josephine MtGowan, who v
in Illinois, a daughter of James McGowan.
Mr-. Conner is one of five children, the
others being John, a resident of Ottawa
county; ha Porter, a resident of Logan
township. Ottawa county; Decatur, also of
this county: and Arminta, deceased.
The
father of this family

of

nected with the

.

>nner, departed

in

culturist of his locality,

Order

1«

He
Insurance
Company.
passed away in death in 1895, at the early
age of thirty-two
nored and reall who knew him.
His life had
been characterized b) energy, persi
and consecutive application, and
forces his success was <\^<.-.
For twenty
year- he resided iii the Sunflower st;
during that time he so lived as to gain the
:id high regard of hi- fellow citi-

Jackson county, Indiana. One
of their sons, A. 1.. Conner, now resides in
The
Indiana, and they had four daughters.
father followed farming as a life occupation,
lie and hi- wife were worthy and
acceptable church members.
When eighteen years of age W. M. Conner came west, taking up his abode in the
Sunflower state. He was an excellent mechanic, and after locating in Ottawa county he engaged in bridge-building, in company with his brother Daniel, who is now
Hie) operated in Kansas, Colodeceased.
rado, Idaho and Nevada, and were very successful in their chosen vocation, their efforts in that direction having brought to
them gratifying financial returns. In 1S91
Mr. Conner purchased the farm on which
his widow still resides, consisting of one
hundred and sixty acres of valuable and
highly cultivated land.
The place is improved with a beautiful residence, large and
well built barns, an attractive gr
orchard and all other requisite accessories.
this

1

1

Continental

India

was there reared and educated.

in hi- social relation-

with Ancient

identified

his

14'.

who

fought under General

Marion and a
war

sister of three soldiers in the

Her father participated in the battle
Cowpens and in other historic eng

!

of

of the Revolution.

:

—

In 1848 Richard Postlethwaite. Jr.. rewith his wife and children from
Kentuckv. to Illinois, and in 1S49 tne .v re ~

moved
1

M 62
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moved

to

present

site

among

the pioneer settlers.

such won a permanent place in history. The
organization was commanded by Colonel
Miller, of Iowa City, whose subordinate
officer next in rank was Lieutenant-Colonel
McConnell, of Toledo, Iowa. Major Myes
was next in rank, and Mr. Postlethwaite'!
company commander was Captain Wilson.
Though Mr. Postlethwaite was offered a
commission he chose to serve as orderlysergeant, because of his gallantry in action
he became known as the "fighting orderly
of the Twenty-eighth." " He took part in
many engagements and in nearly ever}- one

Benton county, Iowa, near the
of Belle Plains, where they were
There the father took up government land and improved
a home farm.
The family endured all the
hardships of pioneer life in that cold and
wind-swept country, and during the earlier

years of their residence there

their

sub-

was made easier by the game which
Mr. Postlethwaite and his sons were enabled to kill near their home. After a successful career as a farmer Mr. Postlethwaite
sistence

died at the age of seventy-six yeat
ored and respected by all who know him.
His good wife died at the age of fifty-two
years,
leaving ten children, as follows:
Jonathan. Charlotte, Daniel. James, Elizabeth. Catharine. William. Mary Ann, Joseph Francis Marion and Melinda \.
Joseph Francis Marion Postlethwaite served

of them was in the thickest of the fight. iftefl
doing perilous service as a sharpshooter, and
his escape not only from death but also
from serious wounds he has always regard1

ed as providential.
fierce battle in

eral

his country as a soldier in the Civil war, be-

farm in Kentucky and was edsubscription schools, taught in a

He

accompanied has faand after assisting the
home there he went to
Fort Dodge, Iowa, where for about two
years he was employed by the United States
government in cutting hay and wood. In
this and other work he was under command
of Major Armstead.
He drove horse and
mule teams in government service at Fort
Dodge for a time and later went down the
Des Moines river by boat to the Mississippi
river and up that river en route for Muscatine, Iowa, where be found employment for
a time. Fie then returned to his old home,
where he secured employment in railway
ol-house.

ther to Iowa in 1848
family to establish a

construction.

After the "outbreak

Civil war he placed
army ami camp life

imtry
recruiting

and

did

his
at

of

knowledge
the

the
of

disposal

of

work

in

successful

throughout Iowa, in
many parts of which state he was
well known.
Eventually he enlisted in
the Twenty-eighth
Regiment of
[oiwa
Volunteer Infantry, which distinguished
itself

as

soldiers

a

fighting

regiment,

and

as

Hills, a

er}-,

his father's
in

At Champion

which he fought under Gen-

as a sharpshooter in the skir-

mish line, he was conspicuous for his bravand though his regiment losl
he escaped injury. He performed hazardous service all through the siege of Yicksburg, much of the time at picket duty, and
as a sharpshooter he fired four hundred and
eighty rounds of cartridges at the portholes
of a fort.
He fought at Jackson, Mississippi; at Natchez, Mississippi; at
Baton
Rouge, Louisiana; and at New Orleans;
and later he participated in Banks' Red river
campaign.
At different times he was under command of Generals Steele and Sheridan.
Later he went south with his regiment and assisted General Sherman at
Savannah and Augusta, Georgia. When at
length he was honorably discharged from
service, with clue credit as an intrepid and
devoted soldier, he had been seventy-two
days under fire in battles and skirmishes
and during three years had traveled twentyfive thousand miles, on foot and by rail and

member of the Eleventh Regiment of
Iowa Volunteer Infantry.
William Postlethwaite was reared on

ing a

ucated

Hovey

boat.
"

After the war Mr. Postlethwaite returned to Iowa and engaged in farming
there.
He married Lucy J. Fay, a native
of Michigan, who bore him two children,
Lucy L., who became Mrs. Barslon and lives
in Blaine township: and William Orville,
who lives in Illinois. His present wife, who
was Mrs. Rhoda A. (Edwards) Cisco, was

HISTORY.
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bom

N e\\

Paterson,

at

4^3

T

Jersey

.

a

Virginia

•

William H. Edwards.
Her first husband was a locomotive engineer and she

of

section

that

of the country, and
cue- of pioneer life

gine that
I

lad

a narrative of which,

a,

inn

1

the parent-

When

years.

i:

concerning

detail

man

ie

some

ore -l

i

maiden
tort

Mr-.

little

.1

I

in

1

the

when

W. White

William

killing

just

it

1866 Mr. Postlethwaite took up a
of one hundred and sixty acres

In

•

1

Kan-

.

sas.

.

now own>

le

1

three hundred and sixty
of the best farms in

in

\\ e-t

\

[857,

:

when

•

and

Kansas,

central

1

in

its

in-

reflects

and

te

culture

Mr-.

of

as

;'

and

farmer,

•

five

is

.id

whose

and

1

who weig

1

1

!

home
soldiers

is

the only liv-

family.

He was

ruary,

lli-

to

now

ied

air!

iSoj, he
'.ion.

frank-

acquaintances and his hosoften thronged with old

and pioneers, who come

,

one-half

make him popular with

geniality

his large circle of

is

.

pearance,

e\ery inch the typical soldier.

-unty.

'

Re\
ing men
reared to

farm life and received only a
limited common-school education.
In Feb-

thwaite,

lars

Stature

a

animal
tit twenty-two hun-

his

exchange

reminiscences with the "fighting orderly of
the old Twenty-eighth."
In politics he is a
Republican, fully in accord with the up-tohis
party,
and lie is an endate policies of
T usiastic memher of the Grand Army of

ii

\.

lui

enlisting in

West

Company

Virginia

Infantry.

II.

of

He

the rani
for two montl
made second lieutenant. At the
beginning of the war he went out as
le, and remained in the service 1111leclared, when, as the country
he returned to
his home.
Mr. R Ilins had been married in April.
1851, to Rachel Walmsley, of Virginia, and

served
was then

in

-

.

three children,

the Republic.

hut their

first

Dora

fancy.

!>

rn. a

K.. the

daughter, died in inwife of

REV. ISAAC ROLLINS.

whom
Rev. Isaac Rollins who for many years
s devoted his life to the ministry of the
aited Brethren church fc k up his
in

ly

24,

lli'is.

Upshur
1830,

o unty,

West
'

...

The

\

Bernard J.
E
Maryland, and

!

who was

Virginia.

He was

001.

Sterling' in thi

rn

family

\

is

she has five living children.

W.

the w
In

1

tanks.

N
twenty-five

Waynesville,

ami

in

county,

-

;

I

Februar
d

Rice
in
by his family.
the
up
y
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claim to a fractional quarter section of land,
made the necessary improvements and secured his title, but in February, 1900, he
sold his farm, which is located in Reno
count}.
However, he still owns a farm of
eighty acres in Finney county and in the

he took up his abode in
had engaged in shoe-making.
Virginia, and after coming to Kansas lie
1901

spring of

He

Sterling.
in

for America,

and upon

New York

he forth-

with prepared to make his way across the
continent for the purpose of joining two of
his brothers who had preceded him to the
United States and who were located in Lafayette county, Wisconsin.
He lived with
in that
his brothers for some time, and

county he

finally

became prominently and

much

successfully identified with agricultural pur-

and stock-growing, his marked business ability and discrimination enabling him

of his attention to agricultbut for twenty-eight years
he has been engaged in preaching the gospel, as a minister of the United Brethren
His last work in that connection
church.
was two years' service as presiding elder.

His wife is fully six feet in height, and at
one time would have measured six feet two
inches.
Mr. Rollins is also six feet in
heig-ht.
They are a worthy couple, whose
many excellencies of character have gained
Mr. Rollins has
for them warm regard.
the uplifting of
his fellow men, performing such service in
following
in the
closely
spirit,
humble
a

devoted much' of his

life to

1

footsteps of the lowly Xazarene.

RICHARD

T.

LEVITT.

Conspicuously identified with the industrial
activities
of Ellsworth county and
_

embarked

pursuits,

devoted

ural

friends, he

arriving in the port of

known

as a representative business

man and

sterling citizen of the Sunflower state is
Richard T. Levitt, president of the Wilson
Milling Company, of Wilson, which is one

suits

to

attain

prosperity

a high degree of success.
As
attended his efforts he made

judicious investments in real estate and
eventually became one of the extensive landholders of the Badger state.
few years
after his coming to America Mr. Levitt
united his life destinies with that noble

A

woman who proved his devoted and cherished companion and helpmeet during the
course of a long and grateful married life.
In Lafayette county, Wisconsin, mi the 12th
of July, 1849, was solemnized his marriage
to Miss Jane March, who was born in the
city of Leeds, England, on the 18th of November, 1830, and she was in her fifteenth
year when, in April, 1845, sne started for
the United States in company with her parents.
Her mother died on the voyage and
her body was consigned to the great deep,
and thus the daughter was early deprived
of a mother's tender and watchful care.
She continued her educational discipline and
grew to gracious young womanhood

—

womanhood

that found

its

apothesis in the

of the thriving and attractive towns- of Ellsworth county.

tender, loyal

Richard Thomas Levitt is a native of
the state of Wisconsin and comes of stanch
old English lineage, as will appear from the

was crowned when death set its seal upon
her mortal lips. Mr. and Mrs. Levitt con-

genealogical record here incorporated.
He
was born in Lafayette county, on the 6th
of December, 1859, a son of Richard and

consin, for the long period of forty years,
their home haying been in Monticello, a

Jane (March) Levitt, both of whom were
natives of England.
Richard Levitt was
born in Little Wheaghton, parish of Rowley, near Hull, Yorkshire, England, on the
31st of October, 1822, and there he was
reared to the age of eighteen years, when,
in 184 1, in company with one of his young

son of the long and tender associations of
the past.
Finally, however, as the shadows
of their lives began to lengthen with the
grateful sunset, they consented to remove to
Kansas, where three of their children were
living, and in 1890 they came to Ellsworth
county and took up' their abode in Wilson,

hers in

all

and beautiful life which
the following years and which
was-

tinued to reside in Lafayette county, Wis-

place that

became hallowed

to

them by

rea-
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where they
ration and
until

received

the

were most noble and gentle ami their mutual
devotion w.,
during the long years during which they
igether down the pathw a
tn the sunset gates, and it can not he considered as other than consistent ami grateful that in death they were not long
Richard Levitt was called upon
death's inexorable summons on the 15111 of
March. [900, al the age of s
years ami live months^ and on the following February his w idforward to that "undiscovered country from
ourne no
Whose
el<
In
ns."
their early married life Mr. and Mrs
rest.

I'heir lives

I

1

united with the Primitive

Meth

idist

church,

ami subsequently they became members of
the Methodist Episcopal church, and their
Eves were ever in harmony with the teachthe divine Master, theirs having
been the faith that makes faithful. Together their mortal remains rest side by side
in the cemetery at their old home in Monticello, Wisconsin.
Richard and Jane (March) Levitt he-

came the parents of ten
ing whom we offer brief
William Thompson, wl

children, concern-

record, as follows:
in

[850,

Was reared in Wisconsin, as were all of the
and when a young man he emigrated to the new state of Kansas
up a tract of land, but his career was cut
short at an untimely age. as he succumbed
to an attack of typhoid fever, his remains
children,

being taken to the old home for interment.
The second child. Sarah Jane, was horn in
Monticello, Wisconsin" as were each of the
other children, and on the 2C>tl
[874, ~he was united in mairiage to Thomas

H. Rowe, who is now a successful farmer
and stock-grower of Ellsworth
They have three children, Ella L.. who
was graduated in the high school at Ellsworth, after which she v

—

teaching for five years, and who is now the
wife of Charles A. Cadwell, a civil enOhio; they have one

gineer, of Cleveland.
son,

Thomas Rowe Cadwell

and Mrs. Rom-, is
school and i- now

child of Mr.

in

filial
solicitude of the children
they were sumni med to their eternal

:

Mary Lena.

ite

of the high
in

a-ul

Verna Jane

high

and

1

led,

third

1885, to

in

(

ough, and they now reside
sas, where Mr.
ireenough
(

the milling

dren.

business.

— Birdie Oneida,
ite ci

the

mrse

local

;

identify

They have two

who

si

chil-

a graduate of

is

who

is

and Lulu, w ho

public

l

I

Wilson. Kan-

in

the Wilson high school and
ing

Richard
Emily, who

ieorge
i^

Wilson

of

child

was Harriet

Levitt

l

attending the

is

The

school.

lane

the cit) of

to pursue
is

attend-

ieorge I..
work of his

hools.

1

ok up the unfinished
elder brother shortly after the hitter's death,

and he

hi
-nely identified
with the agricultural and stock- raising industry in Ellsworth county, while

senior

member

of the firm of

(

i.

Levitt

I..

& Company, who

conduct a well equipped
department si,, re in Wilson.
lie married
Miss Minnie L. Gray of Ellsworth and they
have one child.
Mary AdeI

laide

Levitt

became the wife of John A.
River,

e

Jo Daviess county. Illinois, where Mr. I.amont is engaged in the hardware!
Richard Thomas, the sixth in order of birth.
the immediate subject of this
is
John E., who still retains his home in Monticello.

of a
stead.

Wisconsin, has followed the
farmer, and resides on the old homeHe married Isabel Maynard, and they

have one

child,

—

M.

[sola

;h child, died

in

James

Levitt.

early youth.

Es-

marilda became the wife of William Irvin.
of Freeport,

and they became the
of one child. Blanche Lorene. Mrs.
Irvin died, in Wilson. Kansas, in June.
Illinois,

itt died in childhoo
an attack of membranous
Richard T. Levitt, the immediate subject
of this review, received his preliminary ed1

ucational discipline in the public

scl

Lafayette county. Wsconsin, at
county. Illinois, and supplemented tl
.tive way by a course of study in
nmercial College, at I Julie was matriculated
in the law school at Valparaiso. Indiana.
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where

lie

continued his

time.

In

the meanwhile

studies

of the finest evergreen groves in

f

members

of the

the state, twenty acres being covered with

family had taken up their residence in Ellsworth county, Kansas, and on the 6th of
January, 1881, he arrived in Wilson, with
whose business interests he was destined to
become so prominently identified. He became connected, with the sheep industry,
continuing in that line until August. 1882,
when he made a visit to Apple River, Illinois, while subsequently, in company with
his uncle, he made a trip abroad, visiting
his father's old home, near Hull, England,
and other points of personal and historic
interest, and in the fall of the same year
he returned to America and again took up
In 1884 he behis residence in Wilson.
came associated with his brother George in
the conducting of a general merchandising
business in Wilson, and in 1896 they erected
their fine store building, which is one of
the best business blocks in the town, being
thirty-seven and one-half by one hundred
and twenty feet in dimensions and two
stories in height, with large basement. The
partnership between the brothers was continue' until 1898, when it was dissolved by
mutual consent, the subject of this sketch
retaining the ownership of the building.
About 1890 he purchased an interest in the
Wilson Milling Company, of which he has
since been the president.
This represents
one of the leading industries of the city,
the mills having a capacity of two hundred

irnens of this type oi
while the farm has an aggregate area of
three hundred and twenty-five acres.
Mr.

Levitt

and

plant

is

presence and
ess."

Mr. Levitt is also intereste in farming
in Kansas, Iowa, Illinois and
including a very valuable
Lamar, Plymouth countv, Iowa, which c n1

is

of genial

emained in a state of "single
In his political allegiance Mr.

'

CAPTAIX JAMES

P.

WORRELL.

In the earliest development of Pawnee
county's history, when the practice of law
state

sin.

He

been an active factor in political affairs of
1 local nature.
He has served as mayor of
Wilson, in which capacity he gave a most
businesslike, progressive and able adminismunicipal affairs. Fraternally he
is identified with the Knights of Pythias.
His success has been achieved by worthy
means and he is held in the highest esteem
in both business and social circles.

was

lands

life.

a great lover of children,

an
unwavering support to the principles and
policies of the grand old party, while he has

splen-

-

is

a stalwart Republican, giving

is

its

:

busi-

so that his rise in collec-

details,

the relations of

all

ments, and

the commercial prestige of tins
the state.

and able

normal industrial enterprise has
been certain and consecutive, while he comnn qualified confidence and esteem in

didly equipped with

all the latest improveproduct is recognized for superior excellence, while shipments are made
into various sections of Iowa. Kansas and
Missouri, where the products find a ready
sale on the markets.
In the operation of
the mill employment is afforded to a corps
of ten men. and the enterprise nut only
brings good financial returns to the stockholders but also has important influence on

as a careful

marked executive talent
capacity for the facile handling of

manifold

,

The

a

tion with

1

barrels of flour daily.

known

is

ness man, having

a

new

profession in this portion of the

Captain James Percil Worrell became

an active representative of the pri
in Larned. and for many years he was an
active factor in conducting the legal busithe

Xow

people

he

in

section

this

of

the

enjoyng a
Alexanin 18^4. a son of Samuel
Iria, Virginia
and Handle (McClain) Worrell,
it
''her in early life was a ship-builder, an
state.

well earned rest.

is

living retired,

He was

born

in

1

is
!

said that he constructed the

oat that ever plied the

Ohio

first

river.

steam-

About

1840 he removed to Fayette county. Ohio.
Bloomingburg, and there occuIgeship fi r many years. His death
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occurred

two

1862,

in

when he was about

sixty-

V(

pensities.
t

Captain \V<

was reared

irel]

B

in

educa-

literary

tion by

a

>ne daj

them coming
was aw a;

do

to the

,i

1

In [857 he married Miss

Salem.

h

I

told

them

to

The;

i;...

larvey
I

McClung,
gan

1"
1

their

di

I

K-iiiir

mestic

rhey be-

n,

:

life

the

spi iki

Putnam county,

in

and afterward rem

As they
however, the Indian

started,

but the girl was too quick

.

law with the firm

&

Perlin

1"
1

Pat-

the bar,

i'.

in

and they

fled

This

terror.

with his

Then, on account of

ill

health of his ten-year

of a

Captain Worrell was advised
to try a western climate, and v. it
Kansas. They left
ny with
nee, and the:

pli

cter.

[882 Captain

In

H.j

\

tl

Wichita.
d

but there

ind buffa-

numerous that they had

of the

fir

many

to ride

There
r

and antelop<

game w
time they arrived

the

:

,"

-

Hall,

In due

I

turn

in

Ji
ti

.

who had

hn .Murray.
rney for six

I

1

y<

City and after-

from which
meward. Dur1,

>

.

ery

fa-

o

uncil.

?.

distinctively

In the practi<

with ere.!;:
n
the present time In
let

at

=

mily

decided ti
He arrived at his
I

from
a

-

fi

unty, and built
=i

1

r

Ice

nient.

He

During the

t"

5

c

1.

still

1

raises thereon fine cattl

ts exi

a

which

1

mem!r

the front he
illness

-

ing.

i

Civil

in his

He

and
In the year of

perty.

the prairie

The Indians were

in
\

e

siffht

of his
icity until

the

S
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when

He

lie received an honorable discharge.
received two slight flesh wound-, but

otherwise escaped injury, although he was
often in the thickest of the fight, his

own

bravery and courage inspiring his men to
deeds of valor.
He was one of the organizers of B. F. Lamed Post. No. 8,
Grand Army uf the Republic, of which he
has served as a commander.
He acted as
aid-de-camp and commissary on the staff of
General George H. Thomas.
He has now
the finest and

largest collection of

Grand

Army

badges to be seen in this part of Kansas, and represents his post at the various
encampments.
The home of Captain and Airs. Worrell
has been blessed with the following children: Sarah Elizabeth, who is a writer of
marked talent, is the wife of Harry Bale, to
whom she bore one child, Hazel, now de-

—

ceased

;

Don

Carl'

Leon Marcellus, Paris

s,

L. and Lena Leota are all now deceased;
George H., who is a horse dealer in Larned,
married Getrude Smith, by whom he has
two children. Carlos Kirkwood and Wagner; Alary Wenona is the wife of Wright
Granger; .Minnie Myrtle is the wife of Edward Buckles, and their children are Marie

—

Elizabeth.

Rex W., Gay

Isabelle

and Ted-

die.
The family is one of prominence in
the community, have a large circle of warm
friends and the best homes of the city extend to them a gracious hospitality. As has

been before slated, the Captain has served
member of the city council, and. taking
a deep interest in public affairs, he has.
through a long period, been closely associated with every movement fc r the promotion of substantial improvement and progas a

ress in the city in which, he

makes

me,
while in all life's relations and in the discharge of public duties he has keen found
as true and loyal as when he Followed the
nation's flag on southern battlefields.

JOSEPH
a

worthy

STUBBS.

H.

Joseph H. Stubbs

is

an octogenarian and

citizen of Sterling.

ticular satisfaction

in

his hi

There

is

reverting to the

parlife

history of the honored and venerable gentle-

man

whose name initiates this review.
mind bears the impress of the hisKansas from the
pioneer days, and from the fact that

since his

toric annals of the state of

early

he has been a loyal son of the republic and
has attained to a position of distinctive
in Rice county, where he has
retained his residence until the present time,
being now one of the revered patriarchs of

prominence

the community.

Joseph H. Stubbs was born about three
from Cincinnati, in Preble
county, Ohio, March 19, 1821.
His father,
Joseph Stubbs. was a native of Columbia
county, Georgia, where he was born January
r
I 773being a son of John Stubbs, ivh
was a native of Pennsylvania and who died
in Georgia.
He married Miss Rachel Maddock, of Pennsylvania, and they became the
or four miles

-

>

parents of eight sons and six daughters. All
but one daughter reached mature years, and
of the thirteen, all but one were married and
had families of their own. About 1803 the
family emigrated to Ohio, but the grandparents were laid to rest in Columbia
county. Georgia. Joseph Stubbs, the father
of our subject, was twice married, and five
sons and one daughter were born of the first
union.
For his second wife he chose Miss

Ann

Harvey, of North Carolina, and three

sons and three daughters were born of this
marriage. All of the children reached years
of maturity, but one son, Nathan, died at
the age of twenty-one years.
At one time
it was known that there were one hundred
and eighty surviving members of the family,
including children, grandchildren and

cousins of our subject.
The average
age of his uncles and aunts on his father's
side was seventy-six. and John, the eldest,
reached the advanced age of ninety \ ears,
while Joseph Stubbs, the father of our subject, was almost ninety at the time of his
death.
The members of the family were
husbandmen and millers.
They experienced all the hardships of pioneer life and
bore their share of the work of reclaiming
first

Ohio for purposes of

civilization.

In

the

fall of 1804, when Joseph Stubbs was rearing his hewed-log house, a large flock of
wild turkeys was seen, and sixteen of them
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the

b)

I

workmen,

men

for the
;

in

guns

ried their

Ids with them.
The journej to
Ohio was made in covered wagons and Joseph Stubbs spent one winter in
I

Buckeye
When one of

to the

f

spring of (804.
was returning home

in

state,

I

scene-

of

Stubbs,

subjeel

of this review,

11.

frontier

life

He was a strong youth and at
was reared.
the age of ten years en. 'anted a nursery;
and when thirteen years of age he reaped
with a sickle and bound and shocked fiftyAt the age of
en sheaves of grain.
fifteen he cradled with the men and made a
lie afterfull hand in the harvest field,
ward engaged in teaching school for twenty
years, taking up the profession when ill
health

prevented his

farm.

He was

April.

[841, the

first

work on

further

the

married on the 29th of

wedding

1

Brown

traveled

becoming

life's

his

They

wife.

came

By

Hunt.

)

six children, of

years.

Of

this

whom

marri;

:•

I

three reached mature

the children

we

is

Chase Stubbs, who is a member of
of government surveyors in the [ndian Territory, makes his home in Sterling, and has
1

er;

;

died

when

a

yi

>uth of twent;

i'<

:

last

.

.

i

1

building,

Many

but

now

is

living

a

reti

of the structures which he has erected.

however, stand as monuments to his enterprise and thrift,
lie
one of the oldest
settlers living in
Sterling and
i

actively identified with

all

the inten

progressive and disastrous, which have occurred in the county through this period.

has labored to
clerks of

first

1

c

ig of the

-

1

urt,

11

holding the

IK- ha

[874.

was an
Republican

In early life he

the peace.

when

and

:st.

romote the welfare and
and was

.;:nt\

tl

party was formed,

the

prevent the further
he joined its ranks.
with the Prohibition
party.
Roth he and his wife
ship in the Society of Friends, and he has
ben a staunch and active temperance worker
to

of slavery,

Now

he

many

is

identified,

He

years.

retains a

most vivid

and incidents of
the pioneer days, his re-

recollection of the scenes

Kansas
markable
and retentive.
life

in

in

ing remarkably exact

He

lias

keen dominated by
the

Wi

camp in northwestern Indiana.
having enlisted
r service in
Albert A., a farmer of Cowley county. KanArah Ann died at the ape
is
of eleven rears: Robert R. die
nine years: Annie is the wife of J
Gardner, of Sedalia county, Missouri, and
the time in

1

ned the first of the
esidences in the town,
hiring the
greater part of the time he has
he ha- followed carpenti

for

enter th

ing record:
Sylvanus, a school-teacher,
married and has six children.; S

and

tin-

on the 25th of March of
to the west from Indiana, where

Sterling.

rest,

1

den

and

he redded for three years, and on the
day of April. [873, he took up his

journey together for fourteen

w hich Mi 5. Stubl - w; - called to
leaving four sen- and a
He was again married on January 10. [855, his second union being with
lizabeth Hunt, of Clinton county,
Ohio, a daughter of Robert and Ruth .Mad-

iuri,

-

i

..

lie

ter

her final
daughter.

the wife

Mr. Stubbs has keen a resident of Kansas
"
having arrived in Burlingame,
this slate,

near West Elkton, Ohio, and .Miss Keziah

D.

is
1

He

1

being

years,

short time by their infant child:

his brothers

they had arrived.
Amid the wild

Joseph

of eighteen

gi

Mary Ruth

the

at nighl he rei
of the old dog which had
in the family and then he knew that
:

owned

i

they have two child-.
Belle, who
became the wife of Elbert Henshall, died at

west,

tent factor in

which

forward-

advancement of this
In him are embodied the many
the
honored
pionet
-e. unswerving integrity and
to which the splendid
industry
civilization of America is
wonderful development and its glorious
in--

the

country.

I

—

i:
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LIONEL
Lionel

E. Fife,

farming on section

E.

who
8.

then prepared for the cum fort of his family,
who had arrived in the fall of 1S71. The
father purchased his second quarter-section
of land about 1883. paying for this two
thousand dollars.
He carried on general
farming and kept from fifty to one hundred
head of graded short-horn cattle. He also
became the owner of a few thoroughbreds.
In his farming operations he was progressive and practical and by his untiring indust y and capable management he was

FIFE.
carries on general

Darlingt

in

iwnship,

t

Harvey county, was born Ohio, September
7. 1871. and when less than a year old was
brought to this locality by his parents,
Thomas and Sarah (Shafer) Fife. The
journey was made in a prairie schooner and
for twenty-eight days they were upon the
road, camping by the roadside at night and
sleeping in the wagon.
Thus it \v. s that
the Fife family became assi date with the
pioneer development of central Kansas, and
from that time to the present its representatives have been loyal to its
est interests and
have contributed their share to its improvement and it] building.
Thomas Fife was born in Pennsylvania,
January 19. 1835. and was the youngest in
the family of thirteen children bom unto

enabled to gain a good living for his family
and provide them with a pleasant home. In
his political views he was a stalwart Republican but never sought or desired office.
He
died on the old homestead January 1, 1896,
but his widow still survives and is now liv-

1

I

James

Fife.

The

living

members

ing in Colorado.
Of their five children,
four of whom were born in Ohio, we enter
fi Hewing brief record: James E., a farmer, living four and one-half miles m rtheast of the ild hi imestead and is man
has four sons and two daughters; Margaret
Luella Etna, the wife of Benjamin Kaufman, of Berthoud, Colorado; Hester M.
Ellen, the wife of Dr. J. L. Green, of Eagle,
Colorado; Lionel E., our subject; and John
Albert, also living in Berthoud, Colorado.
The subject of this review, Lionel E.
Fife, has spent almost his entire life upon
the home farm, where he was reared to
manhood early becoming familiar with ail
the

of this

1

family are three of the sons, who reside in
Ohio.
The grandfather of our subject died

Pennsylvania

183S, and ten years afterand her children removed
tn the Buckeye state, settling in the midst
of the dense forest, and there Mrs. Fife, the
grandmother, died about 1865, in the seventieth yea
The family were in
in

ward

in-

his wi low

rather

limited
re

financial

circumstances and

Thomas Fife had to depend enhis own resources for what he

1

1

,

upon

gained

the duties and labors which fall to the lot
of the agriculturist.
He obtained h

in

cation in the schools of the neighl

tirely

in a business way.
He was married
1859 to Sarah Shafer, a native of Ohio,
and a daughter of Joseph Shafer.
For
many years they resided in the B.ckeye

and also entered the high school, but on accuart if trouble with his eyes was
to abandon his studies.
On the 5th of December, 1899. he was united in marriage to
Miss Carrie May Billick, a native
vey county, and a daughter of Joseph an
Margaret 'May (Riley) Billick, the
f
a native of Pennsylvania and the latter
Ohio. The parents of Mrs. Fife became

but in 1871 they came to Kansas, arriving at the home of Mrs. Fife's father in

state,

Linn county, whence the father
ject proceeded to Newton by

1

E

1

This

rail.

1

as then the terminal of the railroad.

He

paid four hundred and fifty d
:
a claim of one hundred and sixty acres. He
had left Ohio with a capital of twenty-one
hundred dollars, the result of the sale of his
prope ty
His first home
here was a little frame house, twelve by fifteen feet, built by the former owi
<

land.

erecte

<_

:<

\
1

1

a

pan

years,

however,
:

he
and

.

lity, arriving in
pioneer settlerHarvey county, from Iowa, in 1871. The
mi ther died February 9. 1899, at the age
of fifty-nine years, leaving three children:
Frank Minton, who is a student in the Kanat
Mansas State Agricultural College,
hattan'; Joseph Elmer, who is married an
1
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operates the old In me
and sixty acres; and Mrs.
ther has readied

party and

1

Fife.

ixty-five years

I

and

enji yin<

is

zen.

;

He

lie iltli.

a vet-

1-

of

num

entire

is

member

acted as

drummer

O

of

the band.

in

I

and brave soldier and
esteemed m< mb<
a

loyal

[e

is

He

exercises

VV.

an

my

of

his

1

stantial

rig

ident of

.

upbuilding.

1

si

I

education and \va
of the household,

of that bitter o

-

i

so
well fitted to assume the cares of her own
lh me at the time of her mat
Mr. Fife owns the quarter seel
upon which his father first located on
1

tii

m

nl

which gave

to

it

the

1

alsi

1

Springer has ever taken

cattle

herd

:

v.

and

is

now

the

in

r;

:

'

horn

reds.

He

w

n<

has forty

which are
!
from seventy to one hundred

worth

«

1<

lso has a herd of h
Pi land-( hina
reed and from eighteen
twenty-four head of Norman
Hte is all the time impr
his st< ck and is one of the

the

I

to

of the community, his business in
this
line constantly increasing.
He has
Up n the farm a large red barn which was
built by his father.
There are forest and
fruit trees which add to the value and atraisers

f the place, and
fences surround a p rtion of the far
divide it

tractive appearance

A

native of Miss<

and

1

tegrity and

Kentucky and
gallant soldier

1

Indian wars in

1

youth

in the pla
united in man:.

a native

tivity

and was

1

Mr. and Mrs. S
of eight children.

Civil

i

is
neat and thrifty in
indicating the careful suj

practical

of December. 1837. and repescnts a family
that has
industry, in-

— Lucy Jane;

W.

-

Everything

1

and Mary El-

Mr.

wner.

growth and insure the success

war

:

Fife is a stalwart Republican and is
serving Ins second term as township trustee.
He does all in his power to pr
the

deep and
been of value

erity.
;

I

a

a

I

1

ance,

"

suc-

general fanning

<

engaged
and

name of

wel

In its

I

is

I

the

in

1

.

and sub-

lent

which time he took up his abode
Kansas had not then
son county.

cess Fully

they

SPRINGER

B.

B
Barber a
for alnn
ter of a century and has tin
\\

in support of the men and
ures of the Republican party.
His daughMrs. Fife, received a common
ter.

duties

re

1

.

now

1

Republic.

citi-

I

n

fowa Volunteers, and

>f

ife enji n

widely known.

terward veteranized, becoming a meml er of
the rhird Iowa Infantry.
When he first
a

v\

friends, ha\ ing spent aln

:y

1

was

his

livi

eran of the Civil war. having respoi
his country's call fi r aid in April,
enlisting in Louisa county, Iowa,
lie af-

•

and enterprising

a valued

and

le

I

1471

1

a resident

trade

ai

politics

d

he

1

f

K

1

Garnett,
r

An-

many
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strong Union man. upholding with unfaltering loyalty the policy of President Lincoln during the dark days of the Civil war.
In his religious faith he was a Methodist,
and his wife belonged to the same church'.
Her death ocurred when she had attained
the ripe old age of eighty-two years*
On the homestead farm in Missouri
\Y. B. Springer was reared, working in the
fields through the summer months, while
the winter season he acquired his education
by attending the public schools. On coming
to Kansas he first located in Anderson counin Labette
ty, and after the war he lived
county until 1869, when he returned to Anderson county, and in the latter he was married to Miss Mary A. Campbell, a native of
Tennessee. Two children were born of this
union,
George W., who has now passed
away, and William F.. a resident of Barber
county. The mother was called to her final
rest in 1876, and in 1879 Mr. Springer was
again married, his second union being with
Zula Vaughn, a native of Missouri and a
daughter of Benjamin and Mary (Gentry)

m

—

Her father was a native
Unto the second marriage

Vaughn.
nois.

subject five children were born

:

E

1

II;-

of our
Lewis, a

farmer of Barber county: and Mary Ada,
Kate Winona, Claude Brown and Fannie
Ereline.

W. B. Springer watched with interest
the progress of affairs which culminated in
the Civil war. and he resolved that if the
country became engaged in warfare he
would

strike

a

blow

defense

in

at different points in Tennessee,

part

the battles of Fort

in

and took

Scott,

Cornell

and Tupelo. Later the regiment was or-'
dered to guard the frontier and proceeded
to Fort

ernment
ney.

Omaha, aiding
trains

When

and
the

in

securing the gov-

manning Fort Kearwar was ended Mr.

in

Springer received an honorable discharge.
For a time he resided in Labette county,
Kansas, but in 1869 removed to Anderson
county, and in 1874 went to Colorado,
where he resided for two years. On the
expiration of that period he returned to the
Sunflower state, taking up his abode in
Chautauqua county, but after a year located in Barber county.
He was absent
from the state during one year, 1887, and
then returned to Barber county, where he
extensively engaged in agricultural purHe has one of the best farms in
township, comprising eleven
hundred acres of well improved land, on
which he has a substantial residence and
He has three hundred acres
good barns.
of his land under a high state of cultivation
is

suits.

Xipnawalla

and

in his pastures are found herds of catHe is a very successful stockman and
annually sells many head of cattle, deriving from this branch of his farm enterprise
a
good income. Through determination
and industry Mr. Springer has steadily advanced on the road to prosperity. Without
any pecuniary aid and with no influential
friends to assist him, he entered upon his
business career, and all that he possesses
is the merited reward of his own labors.
tle.

Union.

Accordingly he became a member
Company G, Seventh Kansas Cavalry,
known as Colonel Jennison's gallant rough
riders.
This regiment saiw much active
of

other

places

months spent
to

in

the

in

this

south.
state

Missouri and took part

Pilot

Knob.

With

'

his

it

in

After three

was
the battle of

command

Mr.

Springer aided in the campaign agai
under General Price and General
Marmaduke and rendered effective service
i

i

suppre:
guerrillas and
bushwhackers who infested Missouri and
Arkansas. He was under fire at Le
in

WILLIAM GREGORY.

Arka

service in Kansas. Missouri,

Among the prominent and successful
farmers and stockmen of Garfield township,
Ellsworth county, Kansas, is William Gregory, who by his industry and energy has accumulated valuable land and live stock, and
who is justly regarded as a representative
citizen.

The birth of Mr. Gregory occurred in
Yorkshire, England, on the 15th of April,
[8 13, and. he is a sou of Charles and Anna

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM GREGORY.
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Hanson

Gregory,

I

i

natives of

likewise

whom

were

same "right

little,

both of
the

England, tn th
of his native county William Gregory, the
of this review, received his educational discipline and there he was
maturity. When about twenty years of age,
in company with his brother John, he came
to America, eventually locating in Kansas.
Here he entered the employ of the managers of the Wellington ranch, and he contight

isle" of

little

the

into

own

of raising and

enterprise

The Frothingham

responsibility.

ranch, which
prises

may

it

be readily un-

investigation

made

is

about this gratifying prosperity,
result of energy, pluck,

as

'

and

1

inflexible integrity of character.

Mr. Gregory

political allegiance

In his

stanchly

1-

arrayed

advanced

saving as much as
In [890 he effected
Frothingham ranch and

the

of

]

feeding cattle for other parties, and later
he embarked in the same line of business on
his

ptional,

when an

to the personal qualities which have

resources and

lease

started

mature judgment and marked

the

executive ability which he has brought to
bear.
In short, while his Mice— has been

of his wages.

for a
meanwhile showing his
discretion and good judgment by husband-

the

in

rs,

the

clearly

'473

in
supporl of the prima;
of the Republican party, and he at
times manifests an intelligent and loyal
interest in public affairs, lending his influence in the support of all worthy measures

tinued to be thus engaged

ing his

HIS'i

four

lie still

continues to rent, com-

sections,

and

in

1899

ahle to purchase eighty acres of

all

On

for the general

;

-

.

lie

was

residence in Kansas

hot-

ject

torn land, while in 1901 he became the
the Spear & Connetl ranch, adjoining on the northwest and consisting of
In
twenty-seven hundred acres.
the present year
1902) he also purchased

I.

of

15th

fine

owner of

g

January. [885, was
solemnized the marriage of Mr. Grq
Mi-- Kate BealbA
of James
and Ann (Brown) l'.ealby. both of whom
rn in England, as was also
Mrs.
Gregory, her father having taken up his
the

'

;

I

lur sub-

and his wife have an attractive rural
home and in the -aire a cordial hospitality
is extended to a large circle of friend-.

1

the Bors ranch, so that his lande

DWIGHT

I

W. CHASE, M.

D.

now one

of extensive dimensions and stands
in evidence of the success which has attended his progressive, energetic and signally
discriminating'

efforts.

Mr.

now buys and

n

the

same

ns have

feeds western cattle and
on the market, while his

grown

to lie of

has three hundred and seventy-five acres
>st

effective cultivation,

and on

his

own ranch

he cultivates tv.
seventy-rive acres, his land yielding

upon his own farm he also
hundred head of cattle as an average. The success which has been his. and.
the facility with which he has enlarged the
his enterprise and handled the various details of his business, indicate most
fill

>r.

I

j<

Iwight Whiturney of life.

an upright,

u>eiu\ career, in whicl

w men

A

line-.

al<

>ng

many

\Y
now

native of the -tate of

and

is

li

i

nd are conducted with signal busiility.
On the Frothingham ranch
lie

I

traveled the

Greg

tinned the raising of cattle until the year
1900. when he disposed of his cows, and

he

-

Thomas
P.

•

Chase.

America from
side he

father

I

is

was

a farmer

tion

1

lay

returns, and

in

the pul

and

wh<

f

in

but the
another

western X.
entered
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fes9ii n fi r six winter terms before entering college and was a student for two years

Lima Seminary, now Lima College.
1L o mpleted his preparation for his promember of the medical

in the

fessional career as a

fraternity by his graduation in Jefferson
Medical College, with the class of 1846,
but previously to this time, in 1844, he had
been a student in the Berkshire Medical

College,
ii'

ed

of

an

as

Massachusetts, and had pracundergraduate.
He entered

Heal practice in Cattaraugu> counr-

Xew York, where he remained for
In 1855 he emigrated to
Clayton county, towa, his home being at
Edgewood, and on the expiration of that
period he went to Elkader, that count}-,
where he continued for thirteen years.
His professic nal labc rs, however, were
interrupted by an interval of military service, for he filled the position of surgeon
in the Twenty-first
Iowa Volunteer Infantry at the time of the war of the Rebellion.
He had started on a visit to his
daughter. w\v was attending school in the
east, when, learning that the governor had
a commission for him. he returned and
joined the army. Lie had previously made
a special study of surgery, attending lecty.

eleven years.

1

subject in

the

was

tiherefi re

act as an

Dr.
county,

Philadelphia, and

particularly well qualified to

army surgeon.

Chase was

Xew

York,

married

Allegany

^

Ellen
and of Enss

Lyon, a native of Vermont
glish ancestry.
Two children' have been
born to them: Kate E. and Ellen L. The
former is the wife of Van E. Bu1
principal of the graded school at Central,
Grant county, Xew Mexico.
Mrs. Butler
was a student in the graded school in Elkader,
wa, .ami afterward spent one year
in the Upper Iowa College and oik year in
the Arcade Seminary, in Xew York.
By
her marriage she has become the mother of
three children, namely
Dwight, who was
born in Elkader, Iowa, in 1872, and is a
painter by occupation, now living in Garnett. Kansas
Jessie, who was born in Elkader, in 1877. and is now the wife of Otto
employed in a groJ.

[1

:

:

sti ire

;

in

to the best of his ability
in

1849. to

in

in Salina
and Leon, who was
Delphos, Kansas, in 1879, and is
a printer in the employ of his uncle, C. M.
White, of the Delphos Republican.
The
younger daughter, Ellen L., is the wife of
Mr. White, the well known editor of the
Delphos Republican.
In: 1874 Dr. Chase visited Kansas and
purchased land in Ottawa county, after
which he returned to Iowa, but later in the
same year he came with his family to the
farm which lie had purchased. He practiced medicine there for five years, and in
1884 he located in Delphos, but soon afterward retired from active connection with
his profession, much to the regret of his
man} friends and patients. His wife, a most
estimable lad}-, and one who was loved by
all who knew her, passed away in 1886,
since which time the Doctor has made his
home with his daughter. Mrs. Butler. He
has deeded his farm t<> his two daughters,
lint virtually retains the use of three fortyacre tracts. In politics he is a stalwart Republican, and in 1861 was elected to the
legislature of low;;.
The office, however,
was not of his seeking; it came to him unsolicited through the efforts of his many
friends, and at the time of nomination not
a single dissenting vote was cast.
It is
needless to say that he discharged his duties

cer}

born

— and

that ability

Socially he is conis of the superior order.
nected with Delphos Lodge. Xo. 43. F. &
A. M.; Apollo Chapter. R. A. M., of MinBeloit
neapolis:
Commandery, Knights
Templar, of Beloit, Kansas: and Delphos
Lodge, Independent Order of Odd
and his life has been an exemplification of
the beneficent spirit of those fraternities.
Lie has every been a deep student and a
close thinker, and whatever has ten. led to
e the interests of his profession and
place before man the key to the mystery >f
!

1

complex problem which we call life at
once attracts his interest ami co-operation.
that

In the evening of his career be is enjoying
a well earned rest, but he is still in touch

with the onward thought and mi
of the day. and his old age is a benediction
to all who know him.
1

B10UR.irJliC.il.

R \Y.
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throughout

was

father

Gray
jaamifacturing

interests

lie

the

Rice

Sterling,

I

1

where he is carryin
br< om-maker.

county,

v

Sulliv;

in

Bve

January
-

Ira)

1

tj

1799.
was also

1,
-

,

was

iray,

I

Montg

of

ni

James

father,

1-

1"

representative of

a

is

Kentucky,

.

The grandfather,
er

mine.

leaving his

life,

.ra\

l

.

in

rn

.

(now

Virginia

<

of

Ottumwa

ity

for

West

Virginia).

and three daughters, and not
hildren but als<
of her grandchildren and great-gr;
husband died in [815,
survived him, she passed away,

Iowa,

daughter of Mahlon an
(Dimitt) Hoover, both of whom were Infarming pur1

for

Indiana

about

until

lira}",
1

in the

neai

farmer,

his

major

in

una,

1829.

his

marriage

in

Mr.

with a view

their

farm

a

in

.

returning

state they d

brought their families

to

Rice county.
Mr. Gray is now the owner
of two farms in the county, and the
derived therefrom materially incre
us.

':vil

llis

iven

imimediati

c

the

to

which

ling, in

he

Gray

rl<

making

to
>n

1

ind

he

(

began

«ra)

father-in-law.
.

Hawkeye

the militia, both
war.
B)
followed that pursuit

a

and

1

They were marli

was

before and after the

I

resided for fifte
In 1873 Mr.
ansas in 1875.

man

he
>rn

1a.

father

<

Ottumwa, and upon

in

life

1

who was b

to

51

[ity

1893.
the father of our subject,
Blue
nd after

maturity
EHiott,

home removed

Mr. and Mrs.
tic

1'

.

-

The

their

-

lived

I

red six childi

She represents a fam
longevity, and her last
1

1

in

1866, at the advanced
years.
Thus ended a

in

1

[845, becoming earl)

er

ninety-six

<

.

1

§

the

life

was appointed deput
comity, serving in that capacm the uth
united in marriage to
loover, of Wapello county.

ur years.

f<

ireenbrier

I

his

1

introduces
tie
this record, was reared in the usual manner
of farmer lads and acquired
cation in Indiana an<
lie remained at home until his majority,

1

Martha

remainder of

the

a residenl

3

curred in August, 1872, and his
wife passed away on the 24th of lanuarv,

nativ<

a

I

the prime of

in

a na-

147

,-o

sons and three dau

men. He is earn
and has n

1

'

reache

iters

years.

The

are:

living

comfortable

S

sketch: Elizabeth, the wife

1

E

ittumwa. Iowa; Mrs. Martha
.

J..hn.

who

is

living in the

circumstances.

In

F.

same

McUnto them has

place;

-

a resident

..

E,

the

firsl

wa, Iowa, and the
let

fever.
ity,

Gray, who is marrii
wife and two childrei

1

ther

with his

two children died

The family re
Iowa, in piom
bode there in 1849. and
1

practice.

He

is

a graduate

1

in

Keo-
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lege

and the Eclectic College

For

a

is

in

Lima. Ohio.

number of years he has been engaged

in practice in

Rice county and his success

the outcome of distinctive ability.
iray. the subject of this sketch,

a member of the Masonic fraternity,
having taken the degrees of the blue lodge,
He has passed all of
chapter and council.
the chairs in the lodge and is the oldest
He has organized
past master in Kansas.
many dges in the state and is one of the
most zealous and earnest advocates of the
Politically he is a Populist, and has
craft.
been chosen to represent his district in the
In 1895 he was the
Kansas legislature.
first assistant sergeant-at-arms, and for two
is

1<

years served as sergeant-at-arms in the senate, filling the position in 1897 and 1898.
He also served in that capacity during the
For twenty years
special session of 1899.
he has been justice of the peace of Rice
He regards a public office as a
county.
public trust and discharges his duties with

marked

pri

and

miptness

fidelity,

meeting

every obligation that devolves upon him in
a straightforward and reliable manner.

He

membership

holds

in

the

Christian

church and has served as clerk ami trustee
His record is indeed worthy
in the same.
of emulation, for in every relation of life he
has been found ever loyal to duty and to the

reared three sons and four daughters, all
of whom reached maturity, were married
ami had from five to eight children each.
With the exception of two all of the number are yet living. The grandfather of oifl
subject died about 1859, in the seventieth
year of his age, and his widow passed away
some years later, at the age of about eightythree years.
They now rest in the Lutheran churchyard in Thompson township,
and in the vicinity of their old home. On

family homestead Samuel Swartz
was reared to manhood and then married
Jenumah Harmon, also a native of Pennsylvania, reared in the same neighborhood?
where her husband spent his boyhood daya
They were married, however, in Ohio,
the old

about the year 1849. an< tl^' union was
blessed with five sons and five daughters]
of whom they lost two, one daughter.
Anna, dying at the age of nineteen years.
The living are: Mrs. Sarah Xeirhood, of
Sterling township. Rice county, who has
four sons and a daughter; Jesse, who is
living on the old homestead in Ohio;
Henry, of this review; William, who follows farming in Sterling township and has
one child; Mrs. Phebe Payne, of Ohio, who
has one son and two daughters: Mrs.
"
1

l

Emma

who

Philsinger,

is

also living in the

state and has a son and a daughMrs. Ida Bowerstock, of Ohio, who
has three children and Frank, who makes

Buckeye

ter;

right.

;

his

HEXRY SWARTZ.
Henry Swartz. who

is

a

prominent and

influential citizen of Sterling is at the pres-

from active farm
man. looking after

ent time practically retired
life,

but he

is

yet a busy

many investments

his

was born

in

in

Rice county.

He

Sandusky county, Ohio, March
father. Samuel Swartz. is
Ohio farmer and was bom

His
[857.
an enterprising
26,
in

Pennsylvania,

in

1832, being a son

of

home

this

family died in 1898 and the father has since
been again married. Ids second union being
with Mrs. Grove, a widow. He is an aide
farmer and owns three extensive tracts ol
land, from which he derives an excellent income. He is a man of energy, determination and strong purpose and has carried
forward to successful completion whatever
he has undertaken in a business way. At
the time of the Civil war he offered his
services to the government, being a loyal

Henry Swartz. who was a pioneer of Sandusky county, Ohio. Making his way to

advi cate of the

district with teams and wagons, he
the midst of the dense forest and
there developed a farm. His wife was likewise a native of Pennsvlvania, and thev

ability.

that

The mother of

in Sterling.

Union

accepted on account

Henry Swartz

left

cause, but

was not

physical dis-

of

his

the

home farm

at the

age of twenty years, in the spring of 1877.
and from -hat time has been a resident of

]
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a

He

fair distrii

Bucation and was reared to farm labor,
forming habits of industry,
pee and energy. He determined to get
out from ann tig the stumps of a timber
cuiiutiy and see if he could not find better

earlv

does nol personally engage
nl time but hi- time

:|

:

He

•est.

the prairies of the

accordingly started for the Sun-

hundred
most of which he had saved
His
first purchase
\vn earnings.
tr, ;i> his
one hundred and sixty acres ol
raw prairie land, and. being a minor, he
Hehad a deed in his father's name.
paid nine hundred and fifty-five dollars for
and during the first year he built
dollar.- in cash,
«

i

.

small barn.

a

it

.

te.

Since that time he
investments in
purchase cornthird also included

judicious

His

second
is

eighty acres, and to that he added
seven acres, making three hundred

thirty-

and
H
one farm.
forty
acres
Kirchase was two hundred and
of which he became owner in
;.
In
[887 he purchased sixty-eight
§586.
cond farm then comHis
ree hundred and eight acre-.
erty was purchased in iSSS.
for f( rty-five hundred dollars, and
of the most desirable homes in Sterling.
ught a tract of eighty acres
Later he made a purhe town.
clu-e
ne hundred and twenty acre- easl
of his first
fann. and for this he gave
Rty-seven acres

1

f

in

1

1

erty

i

kept

is

Swart/

firm of

1

large

business

liver)

in

1

[>as

fine as

the state,
ti

n

t

can be found in this portion of
In addiand are well located.

the cultivation

of

his

fields

Mr.

in stock-raising, and though
largely retired from active business cares he still has over two hundred
head of cattle and from fifty to sixty horses.

Swartz engages
he

is

now

at

a very

clearing-

year.

first

thi

profits

r

Mr. Swartz has had
and notable care.
young a man. His landed possessions now
te twelve hundred acre-, a very valas one
uable property, and
mmunity.
of the wealthy citizens
his
him
The mi -t en\ ious ca
SO honorably has it been
While
he has gained pn sperit) he
in

booming

the town.

a very successful

1.

!

-

I

measun

tributed in a large
Interests

best

1

the community.

f

advancing the grade
his active

f

<

I

stock and

many

with

!

for the general

n

;

iSSj.

.

Mr.

Swartz was united
L.

Miller,

a

in marriagi
native of Sandusky

county,

Ohio, her birth having occurred at Mount
Carmel, in [86i
Milli
md Kate Rarick
)

<

as a native ol

who

:

Sterling,

hundred dollars during the
luring the three years in which

eight

is

and her mother of Pennsylvania.
irtz has one brother, Adam Miller,
living in Washington township, and

of the

1

-ec-

was

Bickett

1

similar

same size. In
was the purchaser of a farm «f one hundred
and sixty acres and in 1900 he bought anThese
section.
ther farm of a quarter
farms are all valuable and productive land.
third tract

and

ga

in

&

one time the owner of a verj
four sections
tie ranch, comprising
which they had eight hundred head
The firm of Ricksecker & Swartz did

hundred dollars, The same year
another twenty acre-, in [893 h<
a

ful

after his tenant-

g

The

tion.

dit

bought eighty acres, in [894
amount and in the spring

farming at

in
is

ervision of his farming in-

-

inning

Bon

H77

:

cially

Mr. Swartz

is

connected with the In-

Sterling and one in Ol
dependent Order of Odd Fellows, and has
taken all of the degrees in this fraternal rin

1

He

ganization.

work and

in

local

deeply interested

his life exemplifies

cent principles.
lcan at state

is

In politic* h

in

and national elections, but
where no issue i-

elections,

at

ii

he considers only the fitness of
dates and votes for the

its

its

i-

tl

men whom he

re-
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gards best qualified for the discharge of
the duties of the office. He has never found
time to seek public preferment, but has
se.ved as alderman for two terms, proving
a capable officer

and laboring earnestly for

the welfare of the city which he represented.

His wife

member

of the Methodist Episcopal church, of which he is one of the trusactive
part in the erectees, and he took an
is

a

new brick house of worwhich was begun in 1900 and completed in 1901.
He gave seventeen hundred and fifty dollars to the Cooper Memorial College and has responded freely and
with a generous hand for the upbuilding
of every movement and measure calculated
of general good. He and his wife
e summer, in company with neighbors, in traveling through the west in their
which, is a house on wheels,
having all of the comfi >rts of a home. In this
they
way
visited Wyoming, Montana and
Washington, viewing the splendid scenery
ur.tains. and having a inland delightful outing. They are genial peoerling worth, and have many friends
in the community.
Mr. Swartz has had a
career that has been remarkably successful,
tion of the fine,
ship

:

1.

prosperity has been
through legitimate channels.

yet

his

won

entirely

He has labored earnestly and persistently, and his efforts have been guided by sound judgment.
He lias worked at times when others have
enjoyed seasons of leisure, and his unflagging energy, keen sagacity and persistency
»e have enabled him
to advance
steadily until he now occupies a very promposition among the wealthy agriculturists of his adopted state.

HENRY

F.

WOLFERSPERGER.

The subject of this sketch who is one
of the most pri
ness men at Lindsey, Ottawa county, Kansas, is not only a
leading farmer and stockman in Concord
township, but is a prosperous general mer;

chant, and

is

proprietor of the

Gem

Cream-

Mr. Wolfersperger, who
in 1S72 and has
progress and prosperity
to the present time, was born in Whiteside
county. Illinois, January 20, 1853.3 grandson of John Wolfersperger, who removed
from Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, and
became an honored pioneer in Whiteside
county.
John Wolfersperger. who was of
Swiss ancestry, married Elizabeth Trainman, who was born in Pennsylvania, of German ancestors. John Wolfersperger, Jr.,
son of John Wlolfersperger. just mentioned!
located in northern Illinois in 1S51 and his
parents located there in 1866 and lived otra
the remainder of their days in that locality.
He married Lydia Kanp, a native
sylvania, and a woman of more than ordinary ability and intelligence, and she was a
valuable helpmeet to him during all the
years in which they were spared to each other.
Mrs. Wolfersperger was a daughter
of Leonard Kapp, of Russian ancestry, who
died in Pennsylvania. John Wolfersperger,
His daughJr., had children, as follows:
ters, Mesdames Keziah Seidel and Margaret
ery,

Lindsey.

at

located in

Ottawa county

been a factor

in its

1

Davis, live at Sterling,
is

the
.

1

imme

Henry

Illinois.

F.

Hate subject of this sketch Aais one of the best
:

Sterling. Illinois,

E

known lawyers

in

northern Illim

i
;

died at the age of ten months; and John is
also deceased.
It is a noteworthy fact that

during the past two hundred years in every
generation of this line of Wolferspergers a
son has been named John. The mother of
these children died at the age of seventynine years, having been a noble w
the highest character, noted for her
kindness and for always li loking upon the
bright side of everything. She saw the silver lining of every cloud and her faith in
God never wavered during any time of
1

trouble.

Their father,

more than ordinary

who was a man of
made a success

ability,

of life and died in 1897, at the age of seventy-seven years. He was an active member

of the Lutheran church, and was for many
years officiallv connected with that denomination.

Henry
in the

F.

Wolfersperger was educated
schools and reared to farm

common

'
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work.

\\

hen he attained sufficu

became

a

stucle

FRANK

LISCUM.

H.

who

ose

he taught

institution

.

school

for

time.

a

When he was nineteen years old he went
to Kansas and engaged in the nur

and prog]
mat definil

forming an

st<

1

-

which lie has
He was mar-

iccessful.

Minneapolis,

5, at

u

ci

Ayres,

now

of

>ickinson

I

pn miuent

cultural

of

favored

this

I

seven yeai
ord ::nA many

.

;

1
,

is

whom

l

was

1.

a

and

uiiel

war of 1812.

the
latter of

it

Li

paternal grandfather,
'

and

married

r

of
I

ar rec-

'•

tive.

Mr.

her mart

native

a

he

is

representative

interests

rger lived
Fter

to the

1
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.

lt-

(

tyres,

i.

•hn

to

tirely

ck-raising, in

been satisfactorily

tawa

a

i

nperative
review

this

rf

because of dn seasons and
1874 he turned his

l;.v

prominently identified with the development

de-

is

inally

His

;

from VVa

I

John; Margaret,

Ottawa
sto e;

er's

Vesta

:

Ri

»j

May,

Ella

;

with
Connecticut and
.-r.arriage

The

uni

«

.

second lieutenant of the Thirty-third Wis-

fanners and 1);
mery.

k

'

n

at

.

undred

and
the
£
Lindsey, and is a business
re,

st<

il

1

captain

of

the

fantry,

and

his

1

of

'ii

was

later

in

Gu

va: and
iew.
I

to

is

trustee

and

lias

held

1

ther

'

[fie*
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He
dial

ic

is

dying

know

that

in the

vived her until 1882, dying at the b

our subj<

His
he

may

be relie

further to the extent of his ability

1

upon
all

to

meas-

ling to enhance the welfare of
township and county.
1

is

of which she
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zens

II..
I

a

and

manner, ard the

acquantamce.
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mrch.

in

Frank

The mi
the home
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-

man)
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In-

Richof

t

the

at

sin,

man

Wisconsin

Fiftieth

death

Gem
ing

:

Infantry,

consin

publican.

He,

urch,

his

Re-

and w;
all

Frank H. Liscum,

later a

dingmemberof

fc

the

who knew
imn

him.

i
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4 8o

of this sketch, was but a babe when he was
taken by his parents to Alton, Illinois, where
the} remained for five years.
On the ex-

piration of that period they took

abode

in

up

their

Grant canity. Wisconsin, where

Frank H. was inured to the work of held
and meadow. His education was received
in the public schools, but he has added greatly to his knowledge in later life by reading,
experience and observation. When the trouble arose between the north and the south
he was one of the first to respond to the
call

of his country, enlisting on the 27th of

April, [861, in Company C, Second WisHe was first
Volunteer infantry.
under the command of Colonel S. Park
lonel E. O. Conner,
killed at the second battle of Bull
Run. afterward under Colonel Lucius Fairchild, wh
e gi iverm n of
-t an arm at the battle of
sin, and who
Gettysburg; next under Captain David MeKee. who was later promoted to the o >lonelc\
his regiment: and his last captain was
... Gibson.
Mr. liscum partici-

consin

1-

1

i

many of the historic battles of the
war. including Blackburn Ford, the second
1

battle

Bull Run.

f

(

Sulphur
burg,

Rappahannock

Station.

Frederickstzhugii.
Chancellorsville, GettysMine Run. the Wilderness, Laurel
Springs,

Gainsville,

Mr. Liscum
and Spottsylvania.
at the battle of Gainsville. a
passing through the calf of his leg. He
serving - cob r-bearer of his regiment,
the old flag was pierced by sixty-nine
Hill

wounded
;

was
ball

was
and
bul-

In that memorable battle his company suffered a loss of forty -eight men,
killed and \vi unded,
ut of a total of sixtyMr. Liscum spent eight days in the
two.
let hi 4es.

1

h

icated in the

Odd

Fellows' building
After rejoining his
command he was promoted to second lieutenant and later, for meritorious service, was
made lieutenant. He next took part in the
attles
f Laurel Hill. Sp >ttsylvania:, North
Anna and Cold H'arbor. Mr. Liscum was a
member of the famous Iron Brigadi
such proved a brave and gallant soldier,
nobly performing his duty in defending the
After the close of hosstars and stripes.
at

I

spital

1

Washington,

1

I).

C.

he was honorablj discharged, and
with a creditable military record he returned to his home and resumed work at the
tilities

masoAs

On

trade.

the 22d of March, i860, at Water-

town, Jefferson county, Wisconsin, Mr. Liscum was united in ir.larriage to Miss Aurelia
L. Mead, who was a popular and successful teacher before her marriage.
She was
born in Burlington. Chittenden county. Vermont, and was there reared and educated.

Her

father. Simeon Mead, was also
native
was a son of Martin
Mead, a native of Rutland county. Vermont
The mother of Mrs. Liscum was in her maidenhood Miss Sarah Lane, a native of Rutland ci unty, and her father was Cyrus Lane,
a native of the Green Mountain state. Sima,

of that county and

eon Mead has now reached the venerable
age of eighty-three yea. s, and is a resident
of Vermont. He is a farmer by occupation;
a Democrat in his political views, and a
zealous memjber of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which his wife also held membership.
She was called to her final re.^t at
the age of seventy-three years. This w< >rthy
couple were the parents of four children,
Mrs. Liscum; Cyrus, who operates the old
homestead Delbert M., of Bakerville, Wisconsin; and Edna, who became Mrs. BurMrs.
nett and also resides at Bakerville.
Liscum was a capable and efficient teacher
in Wisconsin for a. number of years, and
;

iting in Gait township. Rice county,
she taught four terms in the Hunt district,
while for the same length of time she taught
in another district.
The marriage ••[ Mr.
and Mrs. Liscum has been blessed with four
Delbert H. is married
children, namely:
and resides on section 7, Gait township
Fred S., who is a graduate of the art
\v
a student in the law desichli
is
partment of the Lawrence University, of
Kansas: Alma, who was a successful teacher
1.

111

for a number of years, is now Mrs. Roach,
of Geneseo: and Porter I., who is n wv twenty year- of age, is at In inc.
In 187^ Mr. Liscum located in Gait
township. Rice count}', securing a homeLater he became owner of a
stead claim.

timber claim, on which he has cut fifteen

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
thousand trees, and he now has three hundred and twenty acres of well improved
His place is located three miles south
land.
bf Geneseo, and there he i- extensively engaged in general farming. His political support is given the Republican party, of which
lie is an ardent supporter, and he has man)
tune- served as a dele-ate to COUl
venti' >ns.
1 le has als<
been the chi lice of his
>

party for treasurer and assessor, and in all
his public service he has been true and faith-

!.)Sl

At the outbreak of th c Civil w
Boyle again felt it his duty to res]
to hi- country's call for soldiers and enlisted
in
Company
Twentieth Regiment of
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and went to
the front, leaving behind hinii a wife and
the little boy-, the eldest about nii
of age and the youngest only a few months
old.
Within a few month- after In- enlistment he wa- promoted to the ran!
tain, and as such he served until
of the war.
In [863 a message
delivered
a distant divisii m <>i the arm) in
which his regiment was included, and its
delivery wa- considered a very hazardous
undertaking. Captain Boyle and Thomas
tain

1

(

',

I

ful to

the duties which have devolved upon

him.

lie maintains pleasant relations with

army comrades of the blue by his
membership in the Grand Army of the Republic.
Both he and his wife are zealous

members

They are
drawn

of the Baptist church.

genial, agreeable people,

and

have

about them a host of warm friends, including many of Rice county's representative
citizens.

CHARLES BOYLE.
The

late

Captain Charles

Bi >yle.

i

»f

Dar-

Ottawa count}-. Kansas, was
Lebanon county. Pennsylvania, May

ling Point.

burn

in

[3, [826, and died at his home, in Kansas.
March 1. 1897. He was of a famil;
sons and two daughter-, and two of his
brothers are yet living, residing in Penn-

sylvania.
until

He worked

on his father's farm

the beginning of the Mexican war,
enlisted as a private in the United

when he

Within one year, and when
he was only nineteen year- Id, lie was promoted to the captaincy of his company, with
which rank he served until the c<
hostilities.
Then returning home, he attended school during the following winter.
and after that he taught school two term-.
In 1S51 he was married to Mi— Sarah J.
States service.

\

t<

1

Person, of hi- company, volunteered to dethe message and went by different
route-, so that in case one should fail the

liver

other might accomplish hi- mission:
In
in
Boyle was taken
prisoner by the Confederate- and wa- tried
Upon the charge of being a spy, but was not
found guilty,
lie wa- kept a prisoner live
day-.
He hail taken the precaution to dress
himself in citizen's clothing and when his
capture seemed inevitable he had n
to conceal his papers.
It i- probable
that
these precautions saved hiived of

When

life.

wa- liberated and permitted to go

he

his

raiment except his
n;-.
le wa- mustered out of the
S' 5
service with hi- regiment in
and in
February, (866, in company with three of
iii- old army comrades, he started
for the
all

hi-

I

1

>

.

1

Captain Boyle arrived

-

Blair, of

In
Center county. Pennsylvania.
1854 he became a farmer in Grant county.
Wise >m. where lie bought a small tract
of land.
He early attained influence there
and was twice elected county clerk
county, and rilled other official positions. In
connection with his farming lie v.:
time a wood contractor for a railway com
pany.
-

in

Ottawa county.

in

March, [866, and located on one

hundred acres of land about six mile*
ea-t of Miimeap
bout the work
of improving his farm and putting it under
cultivation, and by the purchase of more
land came in time to l>e the owner
Farms in the county, and of consid1

E

rsonal property, his

comprising two hundn
I

committing
frontier,

depredations

1

itself

in

the

n

were

I

tl

a military

and he enlisted

company and endured

all

the
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dangers and hardships of Indian warfare.
He was a man of great resolution and bravery, but was slow to anger and seldom
spoke harshly when aroused, and his disposition was equally generous to friend and
He early became prominent in public
foe.
affairs, was conspicuous in the early countyseat fight in Ottawa county, between Lindsey and Minneapolis, and was one of the first
county clerks elected in Ottawa county. He
was a strong advocate of public education,
and during his entire active career did everything in his power to improve the efficiency
of the public schools.
The eldest of the five sons of Captain
Boyle above mentioned is M. C. Boyle, of
whom more will be said further on. His
son, T. A. Boyle, lives at Vinita, Indian
His son, C. B. Boyle, is a farTerritory.

mer

in

Blaine

county,

Oklahoma.

Some

details of the life history of his next son,

His
E. Boyle, are given further on.
youngest son, John Boyle, went further
west in 1880.
M. C. Boyle was born in Lancaster
county, Pennsylvania, October 5, 1853, an<^
wiais between twelve and thirteen years old
when his father located in Kansas. He acquired a good education and for about eight
years taught school. In 1889 he engaged in
farming and stock-raising near his father's
In 1900 he bought
old hi mestead farm.
L.

the homestead and his farm

now

consists

of two hundred and five acres of good land,
well cultivated and including a fine orchard and provided with a homelike residence and ample barns and outbuildings.
He was married in September 1880, to Alice
L. Carney, a daughter of Henry and Helen
Kesler Carney. Mrs. Boyle, whose mofiier died in 1885, and whose father is one of
the prominent citizens of Concord township, was born in Montgomery county,
Ohio. She has borne her husband two sons
Clarence, born
and a daughter, as follows
in 1888; C. C, born December 23, 1893;
and Minnie H., who was born in 1882, died
October 6, 1886. Mr. Boyle, who is a Populist in politics, has been a member of his
township school board and was for three
He and his wife
years township trustee.
(

are

members

of the Sons and Daughters of

Justice.

Boyle, fourth son of Captain
Charles Boyle, was born in Grant county,
Wisconsin, April 3, i860, and was aboul
L.

E.

when his father came to Kanwas educated in the public schools

six years old
sas.

He

and given practical instruction in prairie
farming, and spent several of bis earlier
years in different pursuits in Colorado and
other parts of the west.
He was married
October 3, 1893, to Flora M. Hampton, a
native of Illinois, then living at Niles, Ottawa county. Mrs. Boyle, who is a daughter of P. B. Hampton, of Wilson county,

Kansas, was reared and educated in Iowa
Her father was a soldier under the stars and stripes in the Civil war, and
his wife is a representative of an old Kentucky family. In politics he is a Republican,
and he and his wife are members of the
follows
Stewart Sheridan, Abraham LinChristian church. They had five children, as
coin, John A. Logan, James Grant and
Flora M. Mrs. Boyle has borne her husband

and Kansas.

:

two children, named Dorothy J. and John
H. Mr. Boyle located on his present farm in
1900. It is distant four miles from Minneapolis and lies in the Salt creek bottom, being well adapted to grain, vegetables and
st' 'ck-iaising, and provided with good buildings and all appliances essential to effective
cultivation.
In politics Mr. Boyle is a Populist, and he is active and influental in the
councils of his party, having frequently been
a delegate to political conventions and having served with credit and honor as town-

ship trustee of Concord township. He is a
mlember of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows.

I

The family of Mr. Boyle is of Irish exand the father of Captain Charles
Boyle Avas John Boyle, an Irishman of much
ability and patriotism.
traction

:

JOHN CROSSON.
No work
ical

purporting to give biographattention to the prominent and success-

ful citizens

of central Kansas would be com-
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omitted due reference
Ottawa county,
been a factor in locaJ progress for
He was born at BlanHurty-one years.
Ihester, Clinton county, Ohlio, September 4,
1845. the youngesl of five sons bom to
Barnard and Sarah (Hathmani) Crosson.
The former was born in Pennsylvania, of
ents, the latter in South Carolina,
parents, ami both died in Qinton
5cctc
county. Ohio.
Unto their union were born
seven children', but the first born, a daughed in infancy. The eldest son, lolumbia. was a veteran of the Civil war. having served in the Seventeenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and his death occurred in
H
taw a county, Kansas,
March 25, [893.
Raimes, the second son, lives in Kansas City,
Missouri.
He also was a veteran of the
Civil war. having- been a three months" vol-

Mete

if

of Blaine township,

,

i

1

1

(

I

nnteer, and was a member of the
Dhio Volunteer Infantry. George W. was
a volunteer in the Seventeenth Ohio Voluni

Infantry,

teer

sed aw.i_\

it

*

but his death occurred,

of

'•J* 3

years.

al

1

member
!

\

foi<

-

rved as
Seventy-ninth
1

Company

K.

Infantry, during

war, married and made his home in Cinand was drowned in the Cumberland
liver,

Tennessee; John

in

James

\\

1851,

the

—

1

died

all

.

the

in

Lou

...

I

month
1

became
ing*

Buffurn and moved to Wash-

.Mrs.

w here she w

«n,

river; Mrs.

.1-

Crosson

dn wned

is

in the
faze]
the only survivor of
I

the family.

187I Mr. Crosson removed to Kanwhere he secured a homestead and also

In
sas,

purchased the
law, thus

comprise

hi

mtestead of

making

his

regulated

for a well

m

farm,
general

:

John Crosson was early inured to the
Batduous labor of the farm at his old home
in Ohio, being taught by his parent- the
valuable lessons of industry, honesty and pawhile the public schools

of

the

neighborhood afforded him his educational
advantages. At the age of seventeen he enfor service in the Civil war, but his
who already had three sons in the

army, reclaimed him under the law and took
him home. At the age of twenty he married
Mary J. Lyon, a native of Clermont comity.
Ohio, but at the time of her marriage a

of seven children.
son.

still

is

ged

lames

E.,

.

The

New York, was born at White Hall, on
Lake Champlain, April 8, 1818, and died
at Washington, on the 18th of January.
1898, at the age of nearly eighty years. His

the eldest

)..

mtarried and

is

married and

The

makes

re-

thii

his

I

home
le

in

served

the Philippine islands. The sons are all memIAIN ws
in
fraternity,
bers of the Odd
Which Herbert and Charlie are past grands,

sonic

former, a native of

the second son,
is

(

as a volunteer soldier in the Twentieth Kansas Infantry, under General
Funston, in

and the

Brown county, that state. She
young lady of many virtues and of
womanly character, and she became a worthy helpmeet to her husband.
She is a daughter of L. B. and Elizabeth
a

Herbert

home with his parents, and
dealing in horses and mules,

Ottawa county, Kansas. CK
youngest son and is still at home.

was

the highest

at
in

sides in Pueblo, Colorado.

resident of

(Stouder) Lyon.

father-in-

his real-estate pas

hundred and twenty-two
acres. On the farm is a commodious and
substantial residence and all the outbuildthree

ings necessarj

father,

Sa-

:

rah Elizabeth died in childhi

and on this place he is engaged
farming and stock-raising.
Mr. and Mr

listed

of July,

named on the ,;d,
and the third on the 27th

first

ih.

Marwas buried at Lebanon, Kentucky.
garet and Martha Ann reside in Warren

triotism,

I

cinnati,

measles, shortly after his enlistment, and he

county, Ohio.

.

Fanny, w ho n

:

it

of

tlunteer

1

1

the parents

and died

ried

a

tl

["hey

children, as follow

latter

is

also a

fraternity.

The daughters of

All

member

of the

were born

the family are:

in

Ma-

Ohio.

Maggie

who is married and resides in PuebColorado; Sadie E., who is deceased, her
remains being interred in Ottawa county;
and Mabel, who is married and reside- in
The daughters are
Minneapolis, Kansas.
Mr. Crosnatives of the Sunflower state.
son is liberal in his religious views, and no
Beulaih,

lo,

[

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

484

weary wayfarer is ever turned from his
door, the motto of himself and His wife being to do unto others as they would have

widow, and

lives at

Leavenworth; Grant,

anna Drayer, the third child in order of
birth in the family of Lloyd Templin, is a
resident of Arcanum, Ohio; Albert is the
immediate subject of this review; and Elizabeth Spence is a resident of Kansas City,

others do unto them.

ALBERT TEMPLIN.
In the paternal line the subject of this
He is a son
sketch is of German descent.

who was born near Hagerstown, Maryland, and who was a child
of four years at the time when his father.
Richard Templin. removed from that state
Richard Templin, who was an
to Ohio.
honored pioneer of the Buckeye state and

of Lloyd Templin,

an active participant in the war of 1812,
passed the remainder of his life in Ohio.
his death occurring near Butlerville. Warren
county. In Ohio Lloyd Templin was reared
to years of maturity, and there he was united

in marriage to Margaret Pattoii, who was
born in Warren county, that state, a daughter of Robert Patton, a native of Scotland.
Lloyd Templin became a prosperous farmer of Warren county, where he died in
1889. his wife having passed away in the
preceding year, at the age of seventy-one
years.
She was a member of the Free Will
Baptist church, and was a woman of forceful and lovable character.
In the crucial
epoch leading up to the war of the Rebellion
the father of our subject was a prominent
abolitionist, and he espoused the principles
of the Republican party at the time of its
organization, having been a man of influence in his community., where he was honored for his sterling character. Of the children of Lloyd and Margaret
Patton)
(

Templin we enter the following brief record
Matilda Smith lives near the >ld h me
farm of her father. Richard, who fought
under the stars and stripes in the Civil war.
located in Ottawa county. Kansas, in 1S70.
and took up a homestead', on which he made
some improvements. He died in 1871. at
the age of twenty-nine years, and was the
first person buried in the cemetery at Minneapolis. At his death he left a widow and
Ollie Clayton, who 1- now
three children,
:

a

of Minneapolis, Ottawa county; and Inez
Edmunds, of Chanute, Xeosho county. Jo-

Missouri.
Albert Templin was born in Warren
county. Ohio, October 3, 1849, and was
educated in the common schools near his

home.

He

settled in

Ottawa

count}-.

Kan-

sas, in 1870, and has lived here continuously to the present time. He was married
in 1877 to Mrs. Ruth E. (Henry) Templin,
the widow of his brother, Richard Templin.
She was born in Warren a mnty, Ohio,
a daughter of John and Caroline (Harold)
Henry-, the latter of whom died in Ohio, in
1853, and the former of whom survived until
1887, his death occurring in Ottawa
county, Kansas.
Mr. Templin's farmi, aft Brewer's Station, Center township. Ottawa county, Kansas, consists of one hundred and sixty acres
of good land, well improved and under a
high state of cultivation.
It is also provided with a good residence, fine barns and
outbuildings and a grove and orchard. He
is a successful farmer and an enterprising
and public-spirited citizen. In politics he is
a Bryan Democrat, and he has filled the offices of township trustee, assessor and justice of the peace, and has also been a memIn her religious
ber of the school board.
views Mrs. Templin is a Presbyterian. They
have one son. Alvah Templin, a young
man of eighteen years, and he has charge
of the Wood elevator, at Brewer's Station.

1

—

WALTER MANSON.
For about

fifteen

years Walter

Manson

has been a resident of Kingman county,
home being on section 25. Liberty township, where he is engaged in general farmHe was born in
ing and stock-raising.
Dumfriesshire, So tland, June 9 1830, a
his
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of the old

a

fa

His great grandfather was a
English army, serving for
twenty-i ne years, when he was retired on a
ig hds la>t days in DumfriesThe grandfather of our subject
shire.
that locality.

Soldier in the

was
ity,

1m

and died

rn and lived

and

in

He married Janet Gongweaver's
lock. and both now sleep in the Lochrnaben
pburchyard. The grandfather died in early
hut his wife long survived him.
ntanh
passing away at the age of eighty-three
he\ had four children:
ye
Jessie,
who became the wife of John Crockett, a
stone-cutter, and who died at th<
trade.

1,

-

I

Andrew,

ninety- hair years:

father

the

of

our subject; William, who died ol
on shipboard, when emigrating to
in

[833, as did

who came

iam, and located

made

d

his brother Will-

in Ohio, whence he
Walter Manson built a
Rockdale, near Du-

first

Iowa.

t"

uring-mill

his

home

in that city

un-

his death,
1

as thai

1

which,

his

father built.

Andrew MJamson was born
shire.

Scotland,

named Andrew, who

(803,

in

in

and

died

died

sketch

two

sons,

1"

th

infancy: a
infancy:
and

in

in

Thomas, of Dumfriesshire.
youth the subject of

In his

working

began

trade with

t.>

this review
stocking-maker's

the

when

and

father,

his

United State-.

at

twenty

crossed the Atlantic to the
take advantage of the bet-

ter busin<

way

world.

,

lie landed at
his

New York,

Dubuque,

to

anil

Iowa,

thence

and

made

for

nine
dale flour mill,

owned ami operated

b)

-Man-.

iration of that peri.nl

10

hi-

Walter

uncle,

he remo>
he purchased a farm of three hundred acre-.
and for a period of twenty-six yi
carried on agricultural pursuits in that locality.

[887 he came to

In

Kingman

•esided

upon

county.

bis

His

25, Liberty township.

n

farm
first

purchase of land was a tract of two hundred and sixty acre- of wild prairie land,
on sections _>4 and 25, which he transformed

Thereon he
fields.
comfortable dwelling, sixteen
feet
and two st
nil a kitchen fourteen by sixteen
feet.
With characteristic energy hi
breaking the wild prairie and to a limited
into

richly

cultivated

ty-four

Dumfriesbecame a

Stocking-maker by trade, learning the business in the town of Lochrnaben.
He mairied Elizabeth Milligan, a native
wayshire, and a daughter of John

1

in

or-

»um
John, a resident
land: Isabella, the xxife of John
stocking-maker of the same place; Jessie,
the wife of Robert McKee, a merchant tailor of that locality; Will, who is employed in
1

I

stock-raising. His

Milli-

gan.
Both the father and mother of our
subject passed away near the old family
home in Scotland, the mother dying in November, 1830. while the father's di
curred in 1S73. when he had reached the age
of seventy years.
He was a member if
the Presbyterian church, a- xxere the other
members of the family. In his family of ten
children our subject was the fifth
der of birth, a brief record being as

m

and careful

industry

1

E

who

daughter,

in

which occurred when he was
seventx -tw
year- of age. He left a si >n and
dan -liter, and the former is part owner in
a tine nexv mill which occupies the
til

ape Town, South

(

1

Kansas
and Walter,

hi- wife:

ailso

America with

t<>

in

Walter, the subject of this
beth, also of Dumfriesshire;

that local-

his business career followed the

in

vineyard
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as his

tir

has added

ti

1

his first

methods have made
-nil and
es have increased he
purch

1

-

hundred and eig
sections 24, 25, jo and 27, all being under
fence, while two hundred and seventy acreare included within rich tields which anght

nually return golden harvests. He
many excellent improvements, especially on
In [893 he er<
Spinal tract.
1

tine

barn,

thirty

by thirty-two

'ding.

I

le also

feet, with
ha- a barn

tor calves, which is twelve by fifty-two feet,
and thus ample shelter is provided for his
stock, which he is now extensively engaged
He has a herd of one hundred
in raising.
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and twenty-five good domestic

cattle

ami

a number each year as stockers. He has
put forth every effort to gain an honorable
sells

success,

and

his valuable

his active, industrious

farm

is

proof of

life.

Mr. Manson was married in Dubuque,
Iowa, June 9. 1854. to Jane Rattray, who
was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1833, a
daughter of Charles -and Jane (Willans)
Rattray, both of whom were likewise naliv<
the land of bills and heather.
The
father was the proprietor of a book and
stationery store in Glasgow until the year
1851, when the family came to America, embarking on the sailing vessel Shirley. On
-

1

reaching Xew York they at once proceeded
across the country to Dubuque, Iowa, where
the father established himself in his old line
of business, which he continued until his
death, in 1857. His wife survived him until
1873, and passed away in Fayette county,
Iowa. Her father, Walter Willans. was a
surgeon in the British army and was killed
at Cadiz, Spain, in the war between England
and Portugal. Mrs. Manson is a representative of one of the oldest families of Scotland, her ancestry dating back to the feudal
ages when the family owned a large estate
and lived in a castle. Her childhood was
spent amid surroundings famed in history,
in story and in song.
She has often been
in the homie of Robert Burns, and in the
houses of three Marys whom Burns courted.
She is one of a ramily of eleven children, but
only four are living, the others being:
Charles, who is in the employ of a steamboat company, in San Francisco, California
Elizabeth, the wife of Cole McCrea,
;

who was

Union soldier in the war of the
and wJio is now a clerk in the
in Leavenworth, Kansas;
and Margaret, the wife of Chris Buck, of
a

Rlebel'lion,

Soldiers'

Home,

Clinton county, lowai.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Manson was
blessed with seven children, of whom six are
still living:
Andrew C. a fanner of FayIowa Jane, the wife of Joseph
Tracy, a retired farmer of that county; Jessie C. the wife of W. H. Clements, who'

ette county.

:

employ of the Deering Company,

is

in the

in

Marshalltown, Iowa; Agnes, the wife of

H. Carnell. a retired farmer of Harper,
Kansas Walter L., station agent on the
Santa Fe Railroad, at Anthony, Kansas;
and William T., a fanner and stockman of

J.

;

Kingman county.
Mr. Manson has often been solicited to
accept public office but has always declined,
preferring to give his entire time and attenLiberty township.

to his business interests, which have
to be very extensive.
In politics he
has alllways been a stanch Republican, and in
religious faith is a Methodist, while his
wife ha^ also been a member of that church

tion

grown

for a number of years.
Liberty township
has no more highly honored and respected
citizens than these worthy people, and with
pleasure we present their history to our
readers.

HAMILTOX
A
of

BOLIN.

prominent and representative citizen
county, Kansas, is Hamilton
whose fine farm of one hundred and

Kingman

Bolin,

twenty acres, near the village of Cleveland,
shows in its yield of grain and its producit is one of
the best estates of Richland township but
also that it is operated by an excellent agrition of fine stock not only that

culturist.

Hamilton Bolin is a worthy representaan old and honorable southern famwhose members have been conspicuous

tive of
ily

for generations in

all

the military operations

rendering distinguished
the wars, from the early Indian campaigns until the latest struggles
of

their

services in

section,
all

with foreign powers. It has been a notable
family in its display of courage and valor.
The great-grandfather of our subject was
the founder of the family in America, whither he came from England.
He became a
man of affairs in Kentucky, and his name
is preserved in the annals of the town of
His son, Solomon Bolin.
Bowlingi Green.
who was the grandfather of our subject, was
born in Bowling Green and there became
He married a Miss Johnson,
well known.
of English parentage, and both he and his
wife died in North Carolina.

BIOGR.irHlC.il.
William Bolin, a son of Solomon Bolin
and the father of our subject, was born in
North Camina ami became skilled in mechanics, a worker in steel and iron.
After
the close of the Civil war he removed with
his

family to

Illinois,

E]

Paso,

Woodford county,

where he engaged

in

farming, and

there he died at the age of fifty-eight year-.
He married Betsey Sheets, a daughter of

Jacoh Sheets, whose father was a soldier in
the Revolutionary war and also in the war
of [812.
William and Betsey Bolin had
three sons and four daughter-, om
latter dying young and the names of the
other children being as follows:
Martha,
Mary. Margaret. Hamilton. David and
William. The mother of these children survived her husband and died at the age of
sixty years, both having been consistent
members of the Baptist church and having
enjoyed the esteem of many friends.
Hamilton Bolin was born in Ashe county, North Carolina, in 1842, and was reared
in a home where honesty, courage and hospitality were regarded as cardinal virtues.
At the outbreak of the Civil war he offered
his services to the Confederacy and served
through the war. under General Palmer, in
the North Carolina cavalry, upholding the
honorable record, for valor which his family
has so long enjoyed. After the close of the
war Mr. Bolin returned for a short time to
North Carolina, but on account of disturbed
industrial conditions he decided to make a
change of location, and in 1865 he removed
to Livingston county. Illinois, and engaged
in farming.
The first marriage of Hamilton Bolin
was solemnized in Blinois. where he wedded
Miss Anna Barnard, a daughter of Simpson
Barnard, who was a native of North Carolina

and who

Woodford

previously settled in
county. Illinois, whence he later

to Iowa.

Bolin also

Catherine A. Carroll, a mosl estimable lady,
who was bom, reared and edui
Woodford county, being a daughter of

James and Mary

moved

who

lived

out

1885 Mr. Bolin came to the state of
Kansas and purchased his present estate,
which co
hundred and twenty
In

rich land, located within one- fourth
of a mile of the village if Cleveland, and also
including a half block in the village limits.
Since that time he has carried on
line of farming, with increasing prosperity,
his land producing generousl) and offering
1

1

1

the besl

p

raising of a line grade of stock.
assistance of his two sons Mr.

made

this

me

1

1

if

With the
Bo

the ver\ best farms in Rich-

land township.

Mr. and Mrs.
)f the eight children of
Bolin four survive, James. John. Ella and
all of whom have been well
and are capable in every way of tal
•

Etta,

—

1

both public and social life of this community.
Both Mr. Bolin and wife .are consistent and valued members of the Christian
and
they enjoy the high esteem of the
church
community. In politics Mr. Bolin advocates
in

the principles of the Populist party, but his
poor health precludes any great activity in

work. The privations endured during his war service left ravages which time
has never remedied.
Perhaps there is no

political

home

this locality

in

hospitality

is

where more generous
Mr. Bolin being

ottered.

typical of the affable, genial,

true-hearted

southern gentleman.

EDWARD

to Iowa,

T.

BENNETT.

Woodford

county.

Edward

T. Bennett, an intelligent and

enterprising farmer residing
iwnship, Rice county, has

home

tained his
since 1883.

Illinois.

tinent but

him from

of

Carroll,

their lives in that county.

After the death of his wife Mr. Bolin returned to Illinois, where he remained for a
time, and in 1869 he was married to Miss

Michels,

1487

had

After his marriage Mr.
and settled near
Marengo, and here his wife died, leaving
one daughter, who is now Mrs. R

removed

HISTORY.

in this

Not only the width of
which was
He first opened
on the 28th of

his birthplace,

England.
lay

I

main-
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1849. his parents being Eli and Elizabeth
Bennett, who were likewise natives of Dorsetshire.

In

1857 they bade farewell to
friends and native land and with their children took passage on a sailing vessel at
Liverpool, arriving in Xew York after a
passage of six weeks and four days. They
landed at Castle Garden and then went to
Syracuse, in which locality they located upon
a farm, there remaining for three years. In

i860 they went to Peoria county, Illinois.
and subsequently took up their abode near
Galva, in Henry county. Illinois, and not
far from Kewanee.
Later the father returned to England, where he died at the age
of sixty-six years, but his wife died at Brimfield, Peoria count}-. Illinois, at the age of
sixty-seven.
He had followed farming as
his life work and had thus provided for the
support and comfort of his family. He was
reared in the Episcopal church and in his
political views, while residing in America,
he was a Republican.
In his family were
six children, five of whom reached years
of maturity. Nehemiah having passed away
in early life.
The others are: Charles, who
is living in Peoria, Illinois; Amelia, the wife
of H. Ryder, of Missouri: Albert, who was
a gallant officer of the Civil war, holding
the rank of captain, and was a prominent
citizen of .Marshall county, Kansas, for a
number of years before his death; and Edward T.. of this review.
Edward T. Bennett was a little lad of
eight years when he came with his parents
to the United States, and at the age of eleven

he accompanied them on their removal to
Illinois, where he was reared upon a farm
and was earlv instructed in the practical
metfo ids of tilling the soil. He acquired his
education

the public schools of that state,
and after arriving at years of maturity he
was united in marriage, at Galva, Henry
county, in February. 1869, to Miss Emily
in

Shaw, who has proven to him a devoted wife
and helpmeet on the journey of life. She
was born in Yorkshire, England, and was
a maiden of twelve summers when she came
Her parents, Ed and Sarah
to Illinois.
Shaw, were natives of York-shire and the father died in England, but the mother came

to this country and spent her last days in
Rice county. Kansas, where she .passed away,
loved and respected by all, by reason of her

many good

qualities.
The marriage of Mr.
and Mrs. Bennett has been blessed with nine
Allie. now the wife of H. Peterson
Louisa, wife of Charles
Rawlins;
Rosa, a successful teacher of Rice county;
and Florence, George, Nehemiah, Ed,

children

:

;

Walter and Albert.
After his marriage Mr. Bennett located
upon a farm in Illinois, where he resided until his removal to Fremont county, Iowa, in
He was then engaged in farming
1875.
near Shenandoah until 1883. which year witnessed his arrival in Rice county. Kansas.

Taking up

his

abode on section 24, Wilson

township, he has here made his home and
his vigorous prosecution of his business affairs has brought to him well merited success.
Mr. Bennett votes with the People's
party, but was formerly identified with the
Republican party. For many years he has
served on the school board and has done
much to advance the cause of education in
this locality.
He and his wife and daughters are members of the Wesleyan Methodist
church and have taken a very active interest in church and Sunday-school work, while
his hearty co-operation is ever given to all
measures for the general good. He is thoroughly reliable in all business transactions
and in every relation of life commands re-

spect

and confidence.

A. M.

HUTCHIXSOX.

M. D.

M. Hutchinson, by reason

of
preparation for and ability in
the line of his profession, easily maintains a foremost position
in
the
ranks
of
the
medical
fraternity
in
central
Kansas.
His office is located in the
Attilla

thorough

Bank Building
The demands of

Citizens'
son.

of

Hutchin-

his

extensive

and constantly growing practice leave him
little leisure time, but he seems to find enjoyment in the fact that he is ministering
to
his fellowmen.
Nature endowed him

MRS.

E.

P.

HUTCHINSON.

BIOG~R.irillC.il.

with the qualities necessarj for success as a
practitioner for he is a sympathetic, patient
and thoughtful and in the hour of extremity
cool and courage* >us.
lutchinson was bom in .en
n>r.
esee county, Xn\ Vork, Februar) 28, 1847.
His paternal grandfather, Sylvester Hutchinson, was also a physician and spent his
entire life in the practice of medicine in
New York his native state. He served
I

I

I

>-.

1

.

1<

—

countn as a soldier in the war of iKu
and was a surgeon in the Mexican war.
Ili- son, Edwin \V. Hutchinson, the father
of our subject, was a native of Broome
county. New York, and after arriving at
rs
of maturitj married Sarah Bowker,

his

who was

born in Massachusetts. By trade
he was a carriage trimmer and uph< lsterer
and followed these pursuits for a number of
rear-.
About [852 he removed with his
family to Rochester, New York, and subsequently went to Janesville,, Wisconsin, while
later

in Fond du Lac, that state,
number of years he was super-

he resided

There for

a

intendent in the Chicago & Northwestern
car shops, for, being a superior workman in
his line, his ability enabled

excellent

and responsible

an accident he
there

him

I

to

positions.
ight

1-

to

abandon

command
Through
was

and

his trade.

his

parents removed

to

his

1489

work of menial impri vement, how-

da-- and teaching his
lie was thus
associates in night school,
occupied until eighteen years of age. when
he entered the printing office of tin- Fond
ever. h\ organizing a

Lai
G immonwealth, of Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin, there spending about two years,
winch he received an advantageous
offer from the office of the Austin RegisAccepting this
\ustin, Minnesota.
ter, of
di

after

he was identified will) that journal for three
years,
lie then purchased a half in
a paper published at
the W esti
Spring Valley, Minnesota, and assumed the
Three years later
position of local editor.
by purchase he became sole proprietor of the
business, publishing the paper until [879,
.

when he

sold

Rochester,

York, and was still a young lad when
they took up their abode in the ne<
of Wisconsin.
Tie attended the scli
Janesville until fourteen years of ag-e and

New

was an apt scholar, realizing- the value of
education as a preparation for life's work.
Improving- his opportunities to the
his ability he was soon in advance of most
pupils of his own age when he left school
Tie still kept
to become a clerk in a store.

and began

it

to travel in

the

Good Templar- society, with
work he had become identified while conlie was elected to
nected with journalism,
ce of grand chief templar and was
interesl of the

offered

profitable

a

position

bj

th

his duties being to org

thorughout the country and in other ways
He
ty.
extend the influence
held that position during [887-8, and during
tablished tin- official organ of
Liberty B ade, of Minnehis

In

[880 he came to Kansas, homesteaded land
in Grant township, Reno county, improved
the property and thereon resided until his
death, which occurred October 21, (888.
Tlis wife died in Ansalem, Minnesota, in
1S7;.
She was horn in wdiat is now West
Springfield, Massachusetts, in an old colonial house which had been in p --.
of the family for generations.
The Doctor was only live year-

when

up

HISTORY.

labors

second year's service his

were attended with signal

success.

resulting in a large increase in the numerical and working strength of the lodges.
After suspending active labors in the
interests of the

(

1

Tempi

Hutchinson founded the Pine Island News,
After editing
for eighteen
partner
Alex
Ralph, at
and
Donalson
V
D.
of
Meanwhile he began the priAlexander.
vate study of medicine with a physician who
had an office in the same building in Pine

Minnesota.
publishing that paper
I

ami

-land..

Island in which our subject was located, lie
had acquired considerable knowledge of the
use of remedies and of diagnosis, when circumstances caused him to give up his other
business and take up the profession as a
He prescribed first for
life work.
lady of his acquaintance who had heen bedtime, but whose case seemed
•

i
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Alma

to his ready perception susceptible to cure.

Elizabeth P., daughter of S. T. and

In a short time he had succeeded in effecting the healing a work which seemed mar-

(Newell) Otis. She was 'born at Brodhead, Wisconsin, July 15, 1850.
Her father was prominently known in educational
work and in official circles in that state. He

1

—

He was next
whose case had

velous to her acquaintances.
called

to see a sick boy,

been pronounced hopeless.
He reluctantly
responded to a midnight call from the child's
father, who would listen to no excuse.
On
reaching the boy's bedside he prescribed
such remedies as the case seemed to require
and in time the boy was well. His success
in these

two instances made

his services in

demand, but not wishing to practice without thorough preparation he entered Hahnemann Medical College, of Chicago, in which
institution he was graduated with the class
of 1883.
It seemed too that nature must
have intended him for the profession, as
the essential qualities of the successful physician are pre-eminently his.
In the meantime Dr. Hutchinson had
made his home at Maiden Rock, Wisconsin, but after obtaining his degree he located
Warren. Illinois, where for several
months he had charge of the practice of an
old physician who was absent temporarily.
Returning to Maiden Rock, he followed his
profession in that place for three years and
then went to Waseca, Minnesota, where be
successfully engaged in practice until 1888.
A portion of the years 1S77 and 1878, however, were spent in special study and practice in the office of eminent physicians and
in

In May of the
he came to this city, having been
preceded by C. C. Hutchinson, a relative
of the founder of the town which bears the
family name. He has since given his entire
time and attention to his chosen vocation
specialists of Minneapolis.

latter year

and his practice has steadily increased both
in volume and importance.
He has served
as president of the Kansas State Medical
Society of Homeopathy and since the establishment

of the state reformatory at
Hutchinson has been attending physician
and surgeon at that institution. He is also
examining physician for eight or ten beneficial and life insurance companies.

On

the

28th

of

February,

1872. bis
twenty-fifth birthday, the Doctor was united
in marriage at
Prescott, Wisconsin, to

was a public instructor for many years and
held the offices of county superintendent
and county treasurer. Mrs. Hutchinson is a
lady of superior culture, refinement and
liberal education and her influence in temperance circles has been of no restricted order, her labors in this direction
winning
her a national reputation.
She was educated in the State Normal School of Emporia,
and since coming to Hutchinson has been
a prominent factor in the work of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union.
She
has served for three years as the district
secretary of that organization in the seventh
congressional district, for two years as president in the same district, for five years was
the state treasurer and for several years has
been the state president, in which position
she is now serving.
She has contributed

much

to the cause in loyal, effective service

and has attended the various

state

tional conventions as a delegate.

and nais a

She

lady of strong mentality, of keen discernment and views her work from a practical

and helpful standpoint. Unto the Doctor
and his wife have been born five children,
of whom three are yet living:
Mabel, the
wife of Charles Roberts, of Winfield. Kansas
Harry L., who is a stenographer and
private secretary to W. Wells in the Santa
Fe office in Newton, Kansas and Clarence
R.. who is attending school.
The family
;

;

home

No. 300 Sherman
street, east, which was erected by the Doctor in 1898. Fraternally the Doctor is connected with the Masonic lodge in Maiden
Rock. Wisconsin, also with the Modern
Woodmen of America, the Knights of
Labor, the Royal Neighbors, the Modern
Tontines, the Fraternal Aid and the Na-

have

a pleasant

at

Aid.
In politics he is a loyal supporter of the Republican part}" and in his
tional

religious

connection

is

a

member

of

the

Methodist Episcopal church.
His support
and co-operation are ever given to those
movements which he believes will advance
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and moral welfare
is performing imHe is interportant service for mankind.
ested in whatever tends to bring the solution of the mystery which we call life, and
the

intellectual,

and

in his life

social

work he

constantly progressing in his profession
through reading, study and investigation.
is

whom

California, by

dren

:

Bell,

she has four living chil-

Lucy, the deceased wife of Robert
passed away in Indiana. leaving three

children; George

<

the subject

is

i.

of this

review; and Eben il.. a farmer of Franklin
comity. Kansas, has three sons and three
family died
lis
Franklin county. Kansas, in i8g
his wife passed away, in the same comity.

m

September, 1901.
In taking up the personal hi-:
Burgess we presenl to our readers
the life record of one who is widely and
in

GEORGE

G.

BURGESS.

Burgess,
retired '.inner reSfi
siding in Newton, has a pie
No. 329 East Seventh street, and in addition
he still owns his valuable farm of two hund forty acre- on section .^ 1. Emma
township,
Harvey
county.
There
he
located mi coming to Kansas, arriving on
t

.1

r.

the 20th of March, 1874.
He made his
way to this place from Allen comity. Indiana, where he was born mi the 13th of

June.

1847.

was born

His

father,

Gideon Burgess,

in Litchfield comity, Connecticut,

September, 1817. and was a soi
Burgess, a Connecticut fanner, who became
one of the pioneer settlers of Indiana. In a
dug-out canoe on the Maumee river, in
1832, he made his way to his home, settling
in the dense wilderness at a time when the
Indians stalked through the forests in their
motley garb and when wild beasts were 1111men 'tis. There in his pioneer home he
reared his family of two sons and one
daughter, and at length, at the age of
in

eighty-four years, was called to his final rest.
He served his country as a soldier in the
war of [812, and meritorious conduct won

Gideon Burfor him the rank of captain.
gess was a youth of fifteen at the time of
the removal to Indiana. There he aided in
the arduous task of developing new land,
ami was inured to all the hard-hips and
trialf life in a pioneer settlem
1

Smith, a nati

i

cut.

the

diana.

wedd
The lady was b

I

1

rn in

in

In-

[824,

her marria.ee she
ecame the n
seven children. f whi m two sons and two
namely
daughters reached
the wife of Nathaniel K is
1

1

:

1

-

favorably known in this county.
reared b the work of the t'anm.

He was

1

his

father

home
when
Si

in

the

place until twe

he started out

lUghl a- a

;

cultivate
I

in

life

companion and

for

him

h<

journey Miss Louisa Nichols.
They were
married in 1S07 and their union was
with two children: Charles, who is married
des in Franklin county, Kansas; and
Drusilla, the wife

Henry

of

\\

•

whom

she has four children.
Mr. B
was married again, his second union being
Ann
with
Elizabeth Mooney, of Indiana, in
ate the wedding occurred in 1872.
marriage there was <nv daughter,
wife of
John A. Freeburg, and died in [900
age of twenty-seven years, leaving three
children, including an infant daughter. Her
children now make their home with their
grandparents.
Mr. Burgess continued to reside in the
1

'

his

nativity until

1874,

determined to make a home
the Sunfl<

>v<

in

when he
tb

1

Arriving in Harvey
of his future labors.
county he purchased a half
Santa Fe Railroad Company and
He now
later purchased a quarter section.
riginal two hundred
which he transformed into a very valuable
farm. He cam.
means, making the journey by rail, while his
-

•

father dr
June. 1873. The first
one. small in dimensions, but as his finanurces increased he erected a very
in
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pleasant residence, thirty-two by thirty-two
feet.
He had previously worked at 'the
carpenter's trade for
his

own

house.

two

With

years,

and he

built

unremitting' diligence

he performed the work of the farm, carrying on general farming and stock-raising,
and in one year he raised thirty-two hundred bushels of wheat. Upon his place is an
excellent orchard comprising ten acres, and
all

modern

accessories

and

improvements

are also found.
He has experienced many
hardships, but with marked perseverance
he has carried on his work and is now in
possession of a comfortable competence.
He lived here, however, at the time of the
grasshopper scourge. These insects reached
his place on the 14th of August, 1874, and
in twelve hours they had consumed every
particle of green vegetation upon the farm.
Even the melon vines were thus destroyed,
and the melons were eaten down to the core.
It was a discouraging outlook, but with a
brave heart he met the conditions and in
course of time was enabled to retrieve his
losses.
Gradually, year by year, as the result of his industry, economjy and perseverance, he added to his capital, and he is now
enjoying a good income, which enables him
to live a retired life.
Fraternally he is a
Master Mason, and is also identified with
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
while to tine Republican party he gives his
political support.
His life history shows
conclusively how much may be accomplished
through determination and persistent effort

when guided by sound judgment.

BENJAMIN
One

man

of the

A.
fine

BLACKYYELL.
farmsteads of King-

county is that of the honored subject
of this review whose estate comprises a
tract of four hundred acres, the same including three hundred and twenty acres in
Rural township and eighty in Kingman
township. Through well directed effort and
excellent business judgment he has attained
marked prosperity and is known as one of
the enterprising and successful young farm-

and stock-growers of the county.

ers

Mr.

Blackwell is a native of the state of Kentucky, having been born in Webster count}-,

nth of February, 1863,
Thomas and Margaret (Dills)

on the

whom were

the son of

Blackwell,

same county
as was our subject.
The former was a son
of John Blackwell. who was numbered
ami mg the early settlers of Kentucky, where
both of

born

in the

he devoted his life to agricultural pursuits.
Thomas Blackwell was identified with
farming in bis native state until the close of
tlie Civil war, when he removed with his
family to Piatt county, Illinois, where he has
ever since maintained his home, owning a
well improved and valuable farm of three

hundred and twenty

acres.

He

is

a

mem-

ber of the Christian church, as was also his

They
wife, whose death occurred in 18S1.
became die parents of eight children, of

whom we
Joel
in

is

offer brief record,

engaged

Edgar county.

in

as

follows:

the mercantile business
Martha is the wife

Illinois:

Neis the wife of William AnderEdgar county. Illinois: Minerva is
the wife of Frank Woodward, of Custer
county. Nebraska: Nancy is the wife of
FlorAlbert Smith, of the same county
ence is the wife of
Frank Sharp, of
Piatt county, Illinois John is also a resident
of that county: and Benjamin A., the fifth
in order of birth, is the immediate subject
of Ik-nry Metzgar. oflSTewman's Grove,

braska:
soni,

Mary

of

:

;

of this sketch.

Benjamin A. Blackwell was reared on
the parental farmstead in Illinois, early be-

ginning to contribute his quota to the work
thereof and for his early educational discipline being indebted to the district schools,
which be attended during the winter months

when his services were not in demand in
connection with the work of the farm. He
initiated his independent career at the age
of twenty years, when he began working on
a farm for wages, thus securing his start
in life and giving evidence of his energy
and self-reliance, as well as his appreciation
of the dignity of honest toil.
On the 25th of July. 1885. Mr. Blackwell was united in marriage to Miss Anna
Dowell, who was born in Pratt count}-. Mis-
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being the daughter of James and Mary
(Rector) Dowell. She was reared and educated in Missouri and Kansas, her parents
having renw ed to the latter state and taken

souri,

up

resilience in

their

Wilson county.

To

county the subject of this review had
Come the year preceding his mam.
ing been employed on a farm until that notAfter his marriage"
able event in his career.
he rented a tract of land in Ohase county and
later came to Kingman county, and for the
following thirteen years he rented the farm
of James Galbraith, in Rural township. At
the expiration of this period, in 1899, nc
took up his abode on his present farm, having purchased a quarter section of the tract
as early as 1892 and having thereafter added
to the same until his landed estate reached
the aggregate acreage noted in the initial
paragraph of tins article. He has made excellent improvements on his place and has a
considerable portion of the same under a
high state of cultivation, while he
this

votes particular attention to stock-raising,
an average of about twenty-five
head of horses and about fifty head of cat-

keeping

tle,

in

which

latter line

he

is

Lodge

i-

ing citizen- of the county,
has been attained by industry,
.

and

intelligent

trate- w hat

direction.

pei -

career illuspossible of accomplishment on

is

the part of the

man who

lii-

i-

w illing to

"work

own salvation." for he came to the
county without other resources than his excellent mental and physical equipment and
cessories a- were represented in a
team and a small farming outfit, an
he is numbered among the prosperous and
out his

substantial citizens of the state. In attaining

independence and success Mr. Blackwell

this

ascribes
faithful

a

large measure of credil

to

his

and devoted wife, who ha- rendered

him constant encouragement in lb- effort^
ami plan- and ha- been In- al
every respect. They .are the parents of five
children
Bert, Roy, hern. Orin and Imo-

—

Cunningham is the postoffice address
of our subject, his farm being
and one-half mile- southeasl of that thrivgene.

ing town.

breeding a high

GEORGE

grade, having several thoroughbred shorthorn cattle on the farm and taking marked
In all his
interest in breeding the best types.
operations Mr. Blackwell shows marked discrimination and judgment, and thus his success lias been conserved, while his energy,
ability and sterling character have comwill of
mended him to the esteem and g
He has
all with whom he comes in contact.
shown a proper and lively interest in public
affair- of a local nature, giving his support
to the Republican party and having been
1

upon to serve in position- of
ility.
Thus he has held tl
of road overseer, was incumbent of the position of constable for a term of four years
and of that of treasurer of his township for
called

1

'

two

W

Modern
linen of \merone of the worthy and enterpris-

of the

lie

ica.

'493

years, while at the time of this writing

he is treasurer
district.
He
has been signally faithful to every trust thus
reposed in him and hi- course has been such
as to gain to him the unqualified endorsement
Fraterof the people of the a immunity.
nally he is identified with Cunningham
1

1

[1

W. BRANINE.

mored and respected

by

a'!.

W. Branine has for many years been prominently identified with the agricultural interests of Kingman county, where he now owns
a beautiful

township,

and well cultivated farm in Evans
lie \ a- horn in Decatur county.

Indiana, near Greenburg. in 1859, a son of
Joshua and Margaret (DeWese) Branine,
Indiana and the latter of English descent.
In 186] they re-

moved from
county.
[874.

their

Illinois,

Indiana

home

to Fayette

where they remained

until

In that year they crossed the plains

with teams to central Kansas, locating upon
farm near Newton, Harvey county. After
time, however, they left their country

a
a

home and removed to Newton, where the
father passed away at the age of sixty-four
In political matters he was a stanch
supporter of Republican principles, and he
held many offices of trust and responsibility.
ng period he held membership rela-

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
of the township and is now
of
township trustee.
members of the
Methodist Episcopal church, in which he has
long served as a steward, and socially he is
a 'member of the Woodmen.
He is em-

lions with the Methodist Episcopal church,

ficient treasurer

which he served as a class-leader for manyThe mother still makes her home in
Newton, loved and honored by all who have
the pleasure of her acquaintance. Nine children blessed the marriage of this worthy
couple
Mary, a resident of Newton, Kansas; George \V., of this review; Elmer, of
Oklahoma; Charles E., who is an attorney
by profession and is now filling the high position of state senator and Etta, John, Ezra
(an attorney), Jenette and Anna. Three of
the children are prominent and successful

filling

in

years.

:

;

the

position

Both he and

phatically a

his wife are

man

of enterprise, positive char-

acter, indomitable energy and liberal views,
and is thoroughly identified with the growth
and prosperity of the county which has so
lonp- been his home.

teachers.

G. \Y. Branine, the immediate subject of
is indebted to the public-school
Illinois and Kansas for the

ALEXANDER

this review,

S.

JUDY.

system of both

educational privileges which he enjoyed in

Remaining at home until his
was then married to
Hattie Dumond, who was torn in Danby,
New York, a daughter of John Dumond.
His father was Issac Dumond, and his sister was the first child born in Tompkins
county.
His death occurred at the age of
The mother of Mrs.
ninety-three years.
Branine bore the maiden name of Sarah
Clark, and she was a native of Ithaca, New
York, her family being an old and honored
one of that locality. Unto John and Sarah

his

youth.

twenty-first year, he

(Clark) Dumond were born five children:
Marcus, a prominent physician of Ithaca,
Fred, a resident of Larned, Kansas; Harry, also a resident of the Empire
In 1879
state; and Elizabeth and Hattie.
the family came from New York to the Sun-

New York

;

flower state, casting in their lot among the
pioneers of Pawnee county, where the father
passed away in death at the age of sixtyAs a means of livelihood he
three years.
followed carpentering and contracting, and
in his political views he was a Republican.

The union of our subject and wife has been
blessed with the following children Frank
:

Edwin I., Marcus
Guy K. and Marlin

J.,

E.,

Walter C, Effie,
In 1887 Mr.

Lee.

Branine came with his family to Kingman
county, Kansas, locating on the farm on
which he now resides. He takes an active
interest in the welfare of the Republican
party, was for a number of years the ef-

Alexander

S.

Judy

the self-made man.

is

a splendid type of

Entering upon his busi-

ness career without capital, he placed his dependence in the substantial qualities of dil-

perseverance and straightforward
and upon this foundation he has
reared the superstructure of a prosperous
business. He is to-day accounted one of the
most extensive and successful farmers and
cattle men of central Kansas, having hundreds of heads of cattle upon his large ranch.
Mr. Judy is a native of Kentucky, his
birth having occurred in Montgomery counigence,

dealing,

that state, September 7, 1842. The famof German lineage and was founded
America at an early period in the development of this country. Winepark Judy, the
grandfather of our subject, was born in
Pennsylvania, of Virginia parentage, and
after arriving at man's estate he married
Anne Tracy, who was of Scotch-Irish descent and was a relative of Colonel Tracy,
a distinguished officer of the war of 1812.
One of their children was Alexander Judy,
He was born
Sr., the father of our subject.
in Clay county, Kentucky, in 1803, and as
a companion and helpmate for the journey
of life he chose Susan Bradley, who was
born in Bourbon county, Kentucky, a daughter of John Bradley, the maiden name of
whose wife was Stringer. John Bradley
belonged to an old Virginian family and at
a very early day removed to Kentucky, his
In
death occurring in Bourbon county.
ty,

ily is

in

.
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1852 Alexander Judy left the Bluegi
and with his family went to Clay county,
where he spent his remaining daj s,
his death occurring in [870.
Thn
his life he had carried on agricultural purHis
suits and thus provided for his family.
i,

wife passed
Hid.

of

whom

to the death of
being called to her final rest in
were twelve children,
are now deceased with the ex-

ception of Alexander S. and hi- brother,
Colonel John T.Judy, who likewise is a resident of Burr Oak, this county.
.Mr. Judy, of this review, -pent the

Kentucky and then
accompanied his parents on their removal to
Clay county, Missouri, where the remainder
^i his youth was passed, his education being
obtained in the public schools, while his business training was that involved in the work
of the farm/ In 1867 he went to Colorado,
kxatii g
n the "divide" fifty miles south ol
1

There he engaged in the cattle
business, firsl a- a cowboy, ami when his
e, industry ami economy had brought
him some capital he began buying cattle on
He found in this a busihis own account.
ness to which he is entirely suited and as a
jfealer in cattle he has amassed a comfortable
irtune, being now the owner of one of
the largest and best stocked ranches in this
The year 1878 witnessed
part mi' the state.
He took up
hi- arrival in Jewell county.
his al ode in Burr Oak township, two and a
half miles northeast of the town of BunOak, and as his financial resources have increased he has added to his property until he
now has twenty-two hundred acres of as fine
land as can be secured in this part of the
Denver.

fi

state.

Hundreds of

cattle are

continually

and his equipments
for caring for his stock are most modern and
in his pastures

complete.

Mr. Judy made preparations for having
of his own by his marriage to Miss
Jennie Pennington, which was celebrated in
Platte county, Missouri, on the 2d of December. 1875. The lady was born in Nodaway county, Missouri, September 7. [855,
and is a daughter of James and Susan Wisa

home

|

ih

whom

of

RemoA

essee.

ing

were nato

n< trth-

Missouri, they
were numbered
he pioneer settlers there, for when,
in 1837, they settled in Nodaway county the
work of progress and improvement had

Mr. Penning-

been initiated there.
Platte county in

ton died in

age

1S77, at the

sixty-two years, his wife having
in 1858.
After their marriage
Mr. and Mrs. Judy returned to Colorado,
where he was then living, and in 1K7X they
of

away

passed

came
first

ten years of his life in

grazing

V

I

)

westem

away previous

In their family

[862.
all

dom

until

count)

Jewell

to

home Upon

the ranch,

.

establishii

where

remained

the)

[893, since which time the) have been
situated in a very attracl ivi
-,

Three children ha\ e been b irn
Ora M., Lula May and Libbie
The son, Ira M. J
Bradle)
krtober 8, (876, and 1- a young man of ex-

in

I

lurr

<

>ak.

unto them:

(

.

(

ceptional business

ability.

He now

prac-

has charge of hi- father'- affairs,
transacts his banking business and carefully
tically

superintends

much

of the

work on

the ranch.

closely followed in his father'- footsteps,

and therefore

truth, justice

right

principles are

numbered among

and uphis

salient characteristics.

views Mr. Judy is
001 at, unfaltering in support of the princile served as p stmaster
lis pari).
of Burr Oak during both administrations of
President Cleveland. He is one of the leading members and liberal supporters of the
Methodist church of Burr Oak. yet is
minded in his views and has aided all denominations. His family are also connected
with the Methodist church and their home
is a center of delightful hospitality and good
cheer.
The life of Mr. Judy has e
actuated by a high sense of hom ir, by stri ing
le has
purpose and unquestioned integrity.
accomplished much in life and for thi
serves great credit, his career proving that
success comes as the reward of earnest purnot as the outcome of special
id
His example is well worthy of emgenius.
In his political

1

1

and he

is

enrolled

among

the most

prominent, successful and honored residents
of Jewell county.
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THE GALE FAMILY.

Mr. Eager, who died a few years
leaving her with four children. Curtis Gale, the third son, was born July
9,
795 the next in order of birth was Betsy,
who was born August 17, 1797, became the
ried a
later,

Authentic records give a history of the
Gale family as far back as the' year 1630,
which represents the date of the founding
In that
of the family on American soil.
year Richard Gale left his ancestral home in
Wales and set sail for the new world, where

he thus became the progenitor of a numerous and worthy family, whose representatives are now to be found in the mo5t diFour succesverse sections of the Union.
sive generations show a member of the
and
of
Jonathan,
bearing
the
name
family
the last to whom the patronymic was thus
applied was Jonathan D. Gale, who was the
honored father of Mrs. Minnie E. Parks,
who resides near Delphos, Ottawa county,
Kansas, and to whom we are indebted for
the exceptionally excellent data from which
Dr. Jonathan D.
this record is compiled.
Gale, just mentioned, was one of the four

1

;

wife of a Mr. Plympton and soon after the
birth of their second child she died of con-

Martha, the youngest of the
daughters, was born in 1801, and at the
time of her death was survived by several
of her children; and Jarvis, the youngest of
the children of Jonathan and Sarah Gale,
was born in 1804, entered the home of his
brother Dana when about fifteen years of
age and there remained until he was twenty.
He married a Miss Hatchett and they became the parents of four daughters.
Dana Gale, the grandfather of Mrs.
Parks, was born on the 14th of January,
the year in which George Washing1789,
ton took his seat as the first president of the
United States. At Millbury, Worcester
county, Massachusetts, he learned the business of manufacturing scythes and guns,
having been thus in the employ of one firm
until he had reached the age of twenty-one
years, and within this interval of service he
saved from his wages thirteen hundred dollars.
He then emigrated westward, and
for four years he was engaged in teaching
school in Boonville, Missouri, while he was

sumption

;

—

one of the first to make permanent settlement near Madison, Indiana, where he took
up a tract of one hundred and sixty acres.
1823 he returned to the
Grafton, Massachusetts, he
McClellan, a daughter
of Deacon James McClellan, of Sutton, that
state, who was of Scotch lineage and whose
ancestors in the agnatic line were originally
marriage,
in
Shortly after his
Jews.
In the spring of

and at
married Miss
east,

sons of

Dana

Gale,

who

in turn

was

a son

of Jonathan Gale, while the maiden name of
his mother was Sarah Willington.
Jona-

than and Sarah Gale maintained their home
at Boylston, Massachusetts, and they became the parents of four sons and three
daughters.
The eldest, John, was born
Mav 18, [787, and was drafted for service
in the second war with Great Britain, and
he was killed

in

the battle of Erie,

the city of Buffalo,

New

where

York, now stands.
Gale, the grand-

Mary

and

company with

his bride

brother, Jarvis,

Dana Gale

his

youngest

started on the re-

turn trip to the west, making the journey by
means of stages and the other primitive
modes of transportation and proceeding
down the Ohio river from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, to Madison, Indiana, where, dur-

summer

after

their

arrival,

The second son was Dana

ing

Sally, the eldest
Mrs. Parks.
daughter, was born .May 24, 1791, and mar-

Mrs. Gale taught school, while in the fall
they proceeded to their farm home, in Bar-

father

of

the

first

fONATHAN

D.

GALE.
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county, thai state, where,
entered land southeasl oi
.

two

securing the same

hi>

mills,

eight)

of

plats

true pioneer

a

in

style,
life

S _•

i

Jonathan

wife and mother was summoned into eternal
>:i
the 7th of January, 1838, Dana
dbeck, daughter
<>f William
Lundbeck, and of this
William.
union also were born three sons,
George W. and Jarvis. The second wife
died February .}, 1N47. and thereafter Dana
Gale kent up the home for hi- >i\ sons until
.

—

attained manhood and inaugurated their independent careers
visited Indiana as earl\
having gone there in company with Isaac
Gal
d he had the
school prior to taking up the land m<
Joseph M., eventually mar1

he became a resident of
the son James

Illinois:

married March

Dana Gale was

4,

a

Ken'::;':

M.

ary intelligence and culture, having been an
extensive and careful student of the best

from

his

He

youth up.

He engaged
the

raising

fruit,

in

realized

this

line.

in the cultivation of his farm.

of

stock and

the

according to the best

growing oi

scienl

In disposition he
was genial and kindly and greatly enjoyed
pany of children and young folk-.
he gave a stanch
Republican party from the time of its orof

name

and

I

>ana

I

justice.

was the

.ah-

lasl

of the

«s
leave thi
hut he finally married and removed to Illinois.
Near Dresden, >hio, on th.
December, 1853, llc uas united in
to Miss Leannah Pari
Thomas and Elizabeth
>gle) Pat
after residing for a time in Hiio he removed
with his wife to Illinois, as before stated.
Parks was the owner of ,,.
good farms in .Muskingum county, Ohio.
and was extensively engaged in sheepgrowing, while his wife and d;
carded and spun the wool ami wove their
i'

31

i

1

<

1

(

(

(

,

th,

from

a- did they also their linen,

tlax raised

period

place.

tl'ie

made

In that early

ground was tilled with a onethe rops were cultivated with

the
9

on

i

.

hoes and the wheat threshed with
Thomas 'ail:-, who wa- horn in
county, Pennsylvania, in January,
Ihio at the age of eight..

flails.

I

1

was

1856, to Susan ]'... daughYorkville,
f
man of more th;

the value of an education and
the best possible advantages

his
1

ever found arrayed on

vvi

—

tl

and

,

:

hi

place the]

at

eve
force

in

petition t, the Indiana
representatives for a change in th

h

that

le

I

and equable law-

eighty

additional

In the
passed the residue of their days.
primitive dwelling mentioned wet
their three sons,
Joseph M, James M. and
In November, [836, the
Jonathan Dana.

count}-.

November, 1861,

in

four years.

each,

log-cabin

occurring
just

h.o.

he and his

and on

i

There were
and he

acres

an

iught
[Tiere

acres.

in

the period.

ganization and his sympathies were entirely
with the Union cause during' the dark and
gli ©my epoch culminating in the war of
the Rebellion, though he did not In
the triumph of the Union arms, his death

his death,

in

1853.

Upon

a

his

removal to

where he
mercha
At length he d
there and returned to Inill

county,

general

for a term of years.

of his interests

diana, in order to care for his rev<
ther in his declining days.
At his father's
death he inherited the old home-tea. I. upon
which he continued to reside for a number
of years thereafter.
While he and his wife
siding in Kendall county. Illinois,
three children were horn to them, namely:
Mary Emma, horn May 12. [855; Edward
:;

May

September

2

14th of the mil. w

Frederick, born February 22. 1859.
After
the return to Indiana a daughter w;
>8th of March, [866, and she it is

who

furnishes us with the informati

utilized.
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In 1869 Jonathan D. Gale removed
westward with his family, coming to Kansas and for a time maintaining his home
ka. In 1870 he took up a homestead
claim in the Solomon valley and in the
that year removed with his family
The country was new and
to this place.
ped and for several years they lived
They had the only frame
in pioneer style.

house for

many

buildings in

the

other
being cither sod

miles- around,
locality
1

all

heir domicile,

though

thus better than the average, contained but
m, and different portions of the
same were devoted to the various depart-

ments of the domestic economies.

It

may

well be understood that the pioneer settlers
endured many privations. They h;
on City for flour and meal, and
largely subsisted on buffalo meat,
and wild fowls. After many days
and unremitting labor the land was
the sod being turned by means of

breaking-plow,, drawn by oxen,

being
soil

by his wife and daughter Minnie. They traversed the sublime old Rocky mountains and
passed some time in Nevada, having been
there located on the banks of the beautiful
Truckee river; in Washoe county. In 1878,
however, they returned to the old homettawa
county,
Kansas,
as
'

did

to

If

later

The broad
yielded in prolific measure.
however, was like a vast wilderness,

peared to be an oncoming storm in the disGradually the black cloud
tant horizon.
came nearer and nearer and finally settled
down on bush, tree, corn and all other vegetation, and soon there was not a green
thing to be seen on any side, for the cloud
was comprised of grasshoppers and the
scourge could not have been worked more
complete devastation than it did on this ocin the following year. This
great affliction to the settlers entailed untold
loss,
and is now a matter of
suffering and
Since that time, however, crops
history.
have yielded in abundance and the people
1

have generally prospered.
After a time the health of Jonathan D.
Gale became much impaired, and with a
view to recuperating his energies, he started
on a tour of the far west, being accompanied

been

at-

to Americus,

Lyon

He

still

county,

where he conducted a store and

also served
In Emporia,
.he was united in marIrilla
Elwikla Finuf, and eventually removed to the state of Washington,
where he is now successfully engaged in
business, being proprietor of the "Blue

the office of postmaster.

Store,"

in

Mary

prairie,

the grass growing so high that a man riding on horseback could be seen only by one
In 187 2 the
in his immediate proximity.
settlers had their crops planted and in good
growing condition when they saw what ap-

Frederick,

the east.

at Larkin, this state.

removed

in

after

in

his uncle.

visit

on Septem

placed under cultivation the virgin

George
meantime

He went
James M. Gale, in Illinois, and while there had also learned the
trade of harness and saddle making, ami he
eventually entered the employ of I. \Y.
Slaughter, of Minneapolis. Kansas, and
later was engaged in the harness business
1

venison
broken,
a high

son.

the

in

id

of hard

but

the

also

the thriving

Emma

Gale,

town of Chehalis.
the elder daughter

and Leannah (Parks) Gale,
was married, at the parental home, near

of Jonathan D.

Minneapolis, Kansas, in the spring of 1873,
Thomas Stump, and they became the
parents of two sons,
Arthur Delbert, born
in May. 1875: and George Frederick, born
Their home was on a
January 1, 1877.
fine farm south of Ada. Ottawa county, and
there the devoted wife and mother died on
the 8th of May. 1SS1, having been a zealout and consistent member of the Methodist
Episcopal church and having retained the
Her elder son
love of all who knew her.
was a member of the National Guard of
Kansas, and at the time of the SpanishAmerican war enlisted as a volunter, becoming a member of Troop G, Seventh United
States Cavalry, under Captain T. B. Dugan.
He accompanied his troop to Cuba, where
he served faithfully until he received his
honorable discharge, with the rank of corporal.
He and his brother resided for a
number of years with their aunt. Mrs. Minnie E. Parks, who has ever maintained a
to

—
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is

i

welfare.

their

in

est

•

es his

home

Arthur

1

>.

him

caused

1

in

Fairhave
married, in S

he

in

mathan D.

finally located in

mained

M

he re-

•

1

<

.-

and

who

directed
it}

was

.

n

finall

March, 1900.
high intellectu
,'iduality,

.

He

ra.

and

in

all

1

gave

/• to

vine, and during

was

his life

the

;

successfull)

1

ATH.

the healing art.

if

ty,

Mis-

where he had resided

souri,

"undis-

.

eler

was

lie

the

From

returns."

memorial tribute

a

the time

death

we make

the

'There

folloi

i

eath the sum-:
.

Friday,

mellow

23. 1900. after an ill
weeks, and the funeral sen-ices v
Rev. L. A. Smith, at the late
-

urday aftrnoon, while interment was made
He was born in Bartetery.
tholomew county. Indiana, on the 19th of
June, 1829, thus being seventy-01
and nine months of as
death.
His early life was passed in fndiana, but he spent many years in the west.
citizen of
ime peril id
ipi

Or

rainbow-tinted

"There

And

is

flowers

may

away

I

They only wait through wintrj
The coming of the
"There

is

Walks

And

no death.

An

angel form

o'er the earth with silent tread;

then

we

call

:

river

and the Pacific coast.
te was a member of
-•'an church and an exemplary fol!

the teachings of the divine Master.
It he ever did anyone an injury it was not
Referid man has left us."
County Index.

published at Minneapolis,

'The

deceased,

I

was the father of

Mrs. Minnie E. Parks, of Delphos, Kansas,
and was formerly a resident of Ottawa
county, where he made his home with his
family

for

many

years,

but failing health

Tin- dear immortal

-

Standing in the gr
and character like that
Gale we may see clearly the meai
human existence, and when
man passed t" his reward the life
placed
infinite gained a new g]
its tender seal upon his mortal lips.
His
life

1
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was the

made

faith that

mem-

faithful, his

ory rests as a perpetual benecticti m upon
those who came within the sphere of his influence, and in the passing of such a man the

grave is truly robbed of its victi >ry and
death of its sting.
Minnie Ellen, the youngest child of
Jonathan D. and Leannah
Parks
Gale,
(

was married,

in

Kansas

)

City, Missouri,

on

the 2d of September, 1884, to George Washington Parks.
His father, Bra
A!.
Parks, was born September 5, 1826, and on
the 7th (if January, 1846, married Miranda

Edwards, who was born near Dresde. Muskingum county, (mid, April 2, 1828. Immediately after their marriage they removed
.

Indiana, and there three of their chil-

to

dren were born:

Merriam,

bom May

15,

Eliza Jane, October if'. 1841); and
Matilda. January 11, 1851.
In 1852 the
family removed to Illinois, where occurred
tin- birth of Thomas Parks. April 27, 1853;
Elizabeth, December 30, 1855; David, April
i.S_|7:

1859; George Washington. May 16,
[862 and Bert M., December 28, 1875. In

1,

:

owned a fine home and
farming and stock-raising.

that state the father

was engaged

in

miles west of Delphos, Ottawa county,
Kansas.
Mrs. Parks painted the little
house, both inside and out, and made the

home

attractive and comfoi
husband planted shade and

erected

with the work of the farm.
labored assiduously and indefatigably,
were careful and economical, and were soon
in connection

enabled ti> liquidate the indebtedness of
seven hundred dollars which encumbered
As the years passed by, their
efforts have been attended with marked

their farm.

prosperity.
The}- now own five hundred
and thirteen acres of valuable land, with fine
forest trees about their home, with a good
orchard of small fruits and with substantial
and commodious buildings. In fact theirs
is one of the model farms of the state, supplied with all the conveniences and ac-

modern country seat. In the
year 1895 their fine residence was completed, the same being of modern and attractive
aichitectural design and equipment, having
fourteen rooms and being furnished in a
style that bespeaks the refined and artistic
tastes of the owners.
Mrs. Parks has
sin iwn special talent as an artist, and many

cessories of a

attractive specimens of her

by his wife and

in the pictures

!

all

of their children.

Mrs.

Miranda (Edwards)
[89,

ami

.

still

is

retail,-;

Parks died July 9,
survived by her husband, who
home in Ottawa county,

his

Kansas. Mrs. Parks was a woman
and gentle character, an
was loved by ail
win
knew her and had due appre1

1

her
many excellent qualheart
and mind, while she
was ever sustained by a deep faith in the
teachings of the lowly Nazarene, being a
devoted
Christian
woman. Brazila Ai.
Parks, her husband,
is
descended from
David Parks, whose parents came from
of

ciate n

1

England and settled in Georgia, whence he
removed to Bedford county. Pennsylvania,
where the father f Brazila M. was bom,
his mother having been a native of Maryi

land.

On the 17th of October following their
marriage George W. and Minnie E. Gale)
Parks began housekeeping on a farm three
(

while her

and
demanded

fruit trees

The;\-

lecember, iSy^, he sold his Illinois property and came to Kansas, being accompanied
In

table,

the necessary buildings

work

are

which adorn the home. The
farm is under a most effective state of cultivation, two hundred and forty acres being annually devoted to wheat, two hundred
to corn and twenty-five to alfalfa,
while
special attention is also given to raising
high-grade cattle, horses and swine.
T< Mr. and Mrs. Parks have been born
six children, whose names with dates of
birth, arc as
follows:
Charles Erasmus.
October 17, 1885; Gertrude, December 8,
1887: Georgie Vernon, April 3, [889;
James Lloyd. May 20, 1890: Clyde Gale,
September 25, 1892: and Emma Cleora
Aurilla, July 10. 1895.
The eldest daughter. Gertrude, died March 29, 1889, aged
one year, three nrmiths and twenty-one days,
her loss being a severe blow to her devoted
parents.
Mrs. Parks is a lady of superior
mental culture, having distinctive literary
1

and

artistic taste

tensively and

is

and

talent.
She reads exa frequent contributor to

qftt&u.

(/m^^

^
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paper press, ha\ ing been the
authi

stories.

as

Tylor became

J.

iems and

i

She

Temperance

the

in

number

of a

»r

temperance

'AT.

is

an

Lodge

a bound boy after the
parent- and was insufficiently

hi-

supplied with

acti

and

f

and clothing and other-

1

two

her

She

a zealous

is

Methodist Episcopal church,
taking an earnest interest in its work and in
teral benevolences and being promthe work of th
hool and

with his

working

around as opportunit;
he found

entually

lumbering and also

at

1

lie

trade

1

md

•

if

The

.

in

if

g

pioneer

families

life

•

of

in

Lawn

1

X'

in

>rn

-

i

.

life

-

l.i

HUMPHREY TYD

11

lina,

and from there to
In the
ma.
Tylor bought one hundred

county.
sawmill,

In. liana.

.

T\

!

tion

is

r

ai'ii

Sunnier

4.

Mr

county.

considera-

rded

publical

n

February

Indiana.

rhomas

J.

Tylor,

Reno

township,
1

ven.

[ndi

Kansas farmer Mr.

consisl
this

in

[dress

is

1

Ea-

[roquois county, Illinois.
a farmer, lived and died,
Patrick
county, Indiana.

in

reek Baptist church, near his home.
at tlie

expense of himself and
md which the latter donated for the

Thoma
parents of the subject of this
maternal line, lived out their

homestead

in

Lawrence county,
farm

their
1

land,

mocrat and

Indi

tl

"•

B

a

Mrs.

settl

Law-

heir par-

at

Polly married
ius farmer of

who
e

a,

raft

in

who was

diana,

to

to market, but he for,

on March
terprise was under way
2, [854, and the farm and mil! were
gether with five hundred dollars
He was
which he put into the venture.

1

I

ents.

which he intended
he died,

;i

and married and
o lunty.
Tlie father and mother of Thomas J.
th died when he was
eight years old. and their six children,
of whom Thomas J. was second in order of birth, were left homeles
ere and
there.
Andrew, the firsl b rn, c
ay dured a companj
war, and later was a car-

rence
fourth

of

down stream

1847,
was reared

27,

lived out his days in that

penter

ucl

Lawrence

in

who

Mr.

and. sixty acres

>R.

creditable representative of

a

[840,

t

1

A
hi

In-

married,

le

about [818, and who was taken to Kentucky by her parents when

reo

and labors of her

later

forty-acre

•

sawmill an

Parks maj

Mrs.

pride upon her ancestral

with

a

farm on Gullet's creek, Lawrence county,

life

representative

i

the state

I'.miih

the best social

away

for a time lived

Poll;

sister,

i

popular

he ran

at

and
Templar-.

!

of

Robert

Ai

I

died there, leaving several chilwhom lives in that county, two

Newton, Kansas, ind one

in Iowa.

which
ilv.

nty, In-

Thom-

herited

In

In

1875

tlie

Tylor
land which adjoined

by

h

wi

v.

lived in his family

tl

and

in that of

her maruntil her
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death, which

occurred February 2. 1901.
She bore her husband six children, three of
are living, and the following facts
concerning them will be of interest in this

whom

connection:

Milton enlisted, in the fall of
1861, in the Seventh Regiment of Illinois
Cavalry, and served through the Civil war,
being discharged four years and five months
after his enrollment.
After the war he became a farmer, and he is now living in retirement in Colwich, Sedgwick county, Kansas.
William died in infancy, of whoopingcough.
Alary Ann married
Mortimer
Holmes and they located in Linn county,
Kansas, where she died leaving a daughter
named Epsie. Humphrey, who is the immediate subject of this sketch, is the next
in order of birth.
Sarah Jane, a frail girl,
died when seventeen years and eleven
months old in Edgar county, Illinois.
Amanda married W. F. Stevens, who served
his country as a soldier during the entire
period of the Civil war and later was
a prominent farmer near Maize. Sedgwick
county, Kansas, and who is now living in retirement at Wichita.
When his father died and his mother
was left in greatly reduced circumstances
with a number of children to take care of,
Humphrey Tyli >r was only a little more than
seven years old but, young as he was, while
his mother spun and wove to keep her little
household together, he did what he could to
assist her and drove their ox team to break
a little patch of ground on which
they
planted corn.
Not long afterward his
mother was obliged to sell the ox team to
pay a debt, and they were left to carry on
their farming operations with a little mule
and a spring wagon and two cows. In his
;

last

sickness the husband and

been greatly worried

at the

father had

thought that his

separated and bound nut
after he was gone, as he and his brothers
and. sisters had, been in their unfortunate
childhood, and he urged his faithful wife to
prevent such a calamity if possible.
Their
little farm was involved, for the mother had
signed awav her interest in it to aid her husband to build his steam sawmill, and event-

children might

ually even their

lie

humble home was

lost: but

fortunately, about the time of their deepest
trouble, her father's estate

was

settled

and

she received from it two hundred dollars' in
c;>h, with which she removed her family to
Edgar count)-. Illinois, where she rented a
farm, the property of a great-uncle of the
subject of this sketch.

At the time of the outbreak of the Civil
war Mrs. Trior's eldest son enlisted as a
Union cause and Humphrey
assumed charge of the farm, which he managed until 1874, when with the whole family, except his eldest brother, he came to
Linn county. Kansas, making the journey
with teams. He farmed there one year, and
in July, 1875, he and his mother homesteaded adjoining claims in what is now Sumner
township. In the fall he returned to Linn
county. January 6. 1876, he was married,
soldier in the

Edg"ar

county, Illinois, to Jane
spring they located on
his claim in Sumner township. Miss Mering
was born in Dearborn county, Indiana, Ocat

Paris,

Mering, and

in the

1852, a daughter of John G. and
Alary (Helmick) Mering. Her father was
born in Pennsylvania and settled early in
from Cincinnati,
Ohio,
eighteen miles
whence he removed to Dearborn county, Indiana, where lie bought a farm which he
cultivated until the fall of 1863, when he
removed to Edgar county. Illinois, to a farm
which was one mile from the Indiana line.
In 1864 he was drafted and placed in the
Fifty-first Regiment, Illinois Volunteer In-

tober 4,

fantry,

and

in.

the

first

regiment participated

—

battle in

—the

which his
Frank-

battle of

was shot in the mouth, and he died
December S. 1864. John Mering, Airs.
Tylor's grandfather, was born in Pennsylvania, of parents who were of German descent, and, eventually removing to Ohio, he
became the owner of a large gristmill near
Cincinnati, and was killed by being kicked
by a horse. Alary (Helmick) Mering was
born in Hamilton county, Ohio, June 17,
1820. a daughter of Philip Helmick. a prominent farmer, who was noted in Ohio for his
fine stock and who died there honored by
all who had known him.
John G. ami Alary
(Helmick) Mering had nine children, of
whom Airs. Tylor was the sixth, in order of
lin

lie
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and of win 'in five are living,
married John Kelso, who is a cooper

birth

Paris,

til

county.
valid,

Illinois,

lives at

George

a

an

P.,

and

W.

Ira

is

fanner, lives

employed

company

in

county,

in

buy lumber to build
and Mr. Tylor did

motorman by

Terre Haute.

a h ntse
all

the

E<

r

I

work

teir

in

mensions and one and one-half

In-

con-

-

twenty-two feet in lateral dimensions, so remodeling the balance of the
house as to make of the whole a most
comfortable modern
residence.
During
by

year

first

ner

b w nshi

of

and also
had been

Amanda.

his

claim

trier's

He

fo

1

residence

and ten acrek
can

sod corn, and the grass
also his early
vicinity

was

wheat and

:

'hat
his fodder.

and

The

entirely destitute of tre<

being at that time only one or two native
any size, one of which stood on the
riverside between his claim and Huti

In 1877 he
acres,

many

i

peach orchard
of the original trees of which

.

.

Avoiding

debt,

idvanced steadily in a financial way,
with considerable interest that he
and it
a impares the presenl de\ el< ipmenl oi
Kansas with the condition of that part of the
state when he first saw it, while he
quite interesting]
that when he
'

Chikaskia river f"i- the
which his framework was made, the round
the

the organization of his township

Mr. TyL

f

the time

of n ai
ber of the local school board,
rector and lati

filled

n a

lice

mem-

as clerk.

first

from his participation in the election of
Jerry Simpson to his first term in
he has acted consistently with the Republican party, having been influential in getting
Republican voters out to primaries and hava delegate to Republican county
conventions in his count)
communicant of the Baptist churcl
1871, when he joined that body at Vermilion
Station. Illinois, and his membership in the
B uptist church dates back
1

.

I

I

while the
regular b

n,

not yet

having a

hip, met at th<
rtly after it occupied
church building he was ordained
for life, as his father and grandfather were
ctive in
m, and he hi
Mrs.
)dioo] work.
he Baptist chu
They have had three
children:
Their
28, 1S70. and is the wife of Frank
Terry, who lives on the farm, which was
mother; their
1

its

entet

raised twenty-live

number of horses ai
wheat, thirfifty acreeighteen to oats ami the remain-

i-

mother
its

height, and three years ago he erected another addition, of two st. >ries. and four-

the

ty

der of his farm to pasture.

structor On his own claim the latter erected first a sod house, in which he
wife lived a year, and then a twelveby-fourteen-foot frame house in connection
with the sod house, which became
the kitchen of their enlarged residence.
A few years later Mr. Tylor built an
additii n,
sixteen by twenty feet in di-

that

[880

he devoted

About the time Mr. Tylor and his wife
took up their life together in Sumner township, Mr. Tylor s eldest brother
half of a mile east of his claim and their
mother had previously entered a claim adTwo of Mr. Tylor'
joining Humphrey's.
sisters furnished forty dollars with which to

own,

in

ing hi- attention mainly to genfarming he has from year to year raised

Illi-

diana.

teen

and

respectable

Edg

in

as a

eral
a

Frances C. died .it Paris,
\nna S. died in Linn county,

a street-ear

in-

John died

Illinois;

Dearborn

in
\\'..

[899; David

in

Paris,

Illinois;

nois;

fruitful,

still

apple orchard, and to this date lie has set
out an a<
.Ul one hundred tree-.
:

infancy,
ty.

are
a1

•503

-

:
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in Garfield county; their son. "Willie M.,
born February 2, 1883, is in school at
Nickerson, Reno county, Kansas.
The mother of Mrs. Tylor is living on
a farm in Edgar county, Illinois.
Mrs. Tylor' s father's grandfather
on his mother's
side, one Battenburg, who was probably born
in Germany, located early in Pennsylvania
and moved thence to the vicinity of Cincinnati, Ohio, where he won. celebrity as a manufacturer of pianos and dulcimers and as a
singer and composer of music.
He was a
pioneer preacher of the United Brethren
faith in Ohio, and at the age of ninetyeight was living in the family of Mrs. Tymt Catharine, near Dayton, Ohio.
Mrs. Tylor remembers having seen an old

nufacture in the

house of her great-aunt. Sallie (Battenburg)
Finger, in Ohio.

WILLIAM

Id.

WHITE, M.

William H. White

is

D.

the oldest repre-

of the medical fraternity enin Barton
practice
constant
He came here before any of
county.
the physicians
now living within the

sentative

gaged

in

borders of the county, and for many
needs of
the
years he ministered
to
suffering humanity, riding long distances
over the prairies in order to alleviate pain
and disease. During twenty-five years his
acquaintance has continually grown and
throughout much of that period he was regarded as the loved family physician in
many a pioneer home as well as in the homes
which have been erected in later years.
Now, however, be is living a retired life,
residing on an excellent farm of

two hun-

dred acres.

The Doctor was born

Xew

in

Oswe:

York,

in the

medicine with Dr. Series, of Galesburg,

order to further perfect himchosen calling he entered the
Eclectic Medical College, of Pennsylvania,
in which he was graduated July 4, 1863.
His course, however, was interrupted by
his service in the Civil war, for when hostilities were inaugurated by the south he
responded to the country's call for aid. en-

Illi-

in

self

in

his

member

listing as a

ond

Illinois

with that

of

Company H,

Light Artillery.

command

for

He

Secserved

two years and

then,

after receiving an honorable discharge, re-

sumed
pleted

the study of medicine, which be
in

com-

Pennsylvania, as before stated.

Returning to the Mississippi valley, he began practice in Centralia. Illinois, where he
remained for two years, after which he spent
two years in St. Louis, Missouri. His next
place of residence was in Wichita, Kansas,
where he continued for three years and during that time he served as coroner of the
city.
In 1875 he came to Barton county,
becoming one of the earliest settlers within
its borders, and has seen a wonderful transformation here, as the primitive conditions
>f pioneer life have been replaced by the improvements and conveniences of the twentieth century.
The sod house has long since
given place to the substantial and commodious residence, which forms an important
feature of farm life, as well as town life,
and indicates the prosperous condition of
the people.
When he began practice in this
country there were no fences and no r ads,
anil travelers had to find their way across
1

Dr. White
the prairies as best they could.
capacity was often called

in his professional

home and go through a
storm to the house of the patient and there
a tree or grove to break the force
of the wind.
He has never refused to respond to the call of the sick and suffering,
no matter what hardships were entailed
him in the performance of his produties.
He entered land where he
nr.w lives in township 20. range 14. and in
1898, the place having become very dear to
him, he chose to locate thereon, expecting
i" make it bis place of abode during Ids remaining days, and the splendid improvements constitute this one of the most valuu|»>n to leave his

1;

town of Fulton, July
6, 1833, and is a son of John R. White, a
merchant and lumber dealer. In early life
he began work under the direction of his
father, acting as a clerk, and when twentytwo years of age he took up the study of
ty.

and

nois,

1

^-.Ss

IPHICAL H
He has a fine
herd of thon Highbred Jersej cattle and other
stuck, and everything about the pla<
in an excellent o mdition.
Dr. White was united in marriage to
Miss Margaret A. Clark, a daughti

able farms in central Kansas.

kins Clark, of Auburn, New York.
They
became the parents of four children, but
one daughter died in infancy.
The others
are:
Ovida, George II. and William II.

The

>octi

1

is

ir

a

member

of the

hail

l

1

-

M.. the sub-

ject of this -ketch.

years

in

<

(hi

>.

In

[877 he

m

zens of

I

while his \vi
Methodist church.
They are well
kimwn through' >ut Barton count}
ml of all with whom they
have
in contact.
church,
in

lar-

I

per count

hich he

the

i

he kind

'

i

in

the town.

and courteous, and

I

tin
:

ig.

CHARLES

prominent

M. Ross has been numbered

les

among

M. ROSS.

Burr Oak. Jewell
county, since 1878, and is now sua
conducting a large general hardware store,
the

residents of

being clas
he leading n
of the town.
His enterprise is in keeping
with the progressive spirit of the west and
iiis activity in business circles conti
the general prosperity as well as to
success.

I

He

is

in

for

city

administr;
Sins;

have kept him well inl
v and he

and

inv<

st

political
is

a leader of

in hi- party,

1

eight in
1

1

lmrn

iS'U. and in

Kansas, under Governor

a west*

id now by
Marshalltown, Iowa, Noparents being Dr. W.
vember 50, [856,
(Clark) R<
J. and Alary H.

He was

served as
for four
state

Mr. Ross

business affairs, but

in

it-

pub-

his in-

c

married,

Mr. R

n. a

in

l

lie

na-

[enry count}

a native

efore th<
Iowa, in 1854,
through the town, and in 1877 he c me
tn Jewell county. Kansas, making
in Mankato. where he successfully engaged

-

'

ty,

built

in the pr

which

ibility

n

in

He

1896.

for

county. Pennsylvania.

in th<

and
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Fellows, and he

a popular, successful and
having gained prominence
business, political and social circles as a

honored
in

is

citizen,

result of qualities that

fit

him

lor leader-

ship.

Ogle county, Illinois, becoming- one of the
pioneer settlers of that locality, and when
trouble with the Indians resulted in the
Black
ing.

ROBERT

1

upon the progress and stable prosperity of
any section or community, and one which
has long been considered as conserving the
public welfare by furthering the ends of jus-

and maintaining individual right. He
to-day accounted one of the leading members of the bar of this section of the state.
and no man has higher regard for the ethics
of his profession.
He has won for him-

tice
is

very favorably criticism for the careful

and systematic methods which he has followed. He has remarkable powers of concentration and application and his retentive

mind has often

excited the surprise of his

He is now occupying the position of county attorney of Jewell
county and his administration of the affairs
of the office is giving uniform satisfaction.
Mr. McBride is a native of Ogle county, Illinois, his birth having occurred Ocprofessional colleagues.

tober 2, 1849, at a place called Seven Mile,
w hich is five miles east and two miles north
of the city of Oregon.
His parents were

John H. and Clarissa

(

Snell) McBride,

and

lie is of Scotch-Irish descent.
His paternal
grandfather, Robert McBride, was a native
of Scotland and when a young man crossed
the Atlantic to America, taking up his ab» de
in the state of Xew York, but his last days
were spent in Illinois. His wife, v. ho in
her maidenhood was Miss lb lden, belonged
Their son,
to a prominent Scotch family.
John H. McBride, the father of our subject,
was urn in the Empire state and at an early
1

day emigrated westward. He was a man of
considerable literary ability and for several
years was" editor of the Miami of the Lakes,
me of the first newspapers published in
northern Ohio. In the '30s he removed to
•

he aided, the pioneers in

Through

upris-

his connection with journal-

ism he became acquainted with some of the
must gifted men of the nation men who
were making history and molding the country's destiny.
Among these were Daniel
Webster, Wendell Phillips and Horace

—

McBRIDE.

H.

The subject of this review, Robert tastings McBride, is actively connected with a
profession which has important bearing

self

Hawk war

their efforts to suppress the Indian

Greeley.

In his political affiliations

Bride was

a

Whig and

Mr. Mcand he

abolitionist

strongly championed the measures in which
he so firmly believed. He died at the home
of his daughter, in Wabash. Nebraska,
1895, when in his eighty-seventh year. His
wife survived him only a short time, also

m

last days in the home of her
daughter, where she passed away in 1896.
She was a native of Massachusetts and a
member of the prominent Snell family of

spending her

which Thomas Snell. the well
known manufacturer, also belonged. John
that state, to

McBride, the eldest son of John H. and
(Snell) McBride, enlisted in an
Illinois regiment during the Civil war and
was killed in the battle of Chickamauga,
while different branches of the family were
also represented in that sanguinary struggle
and several of the name laid down their lives
on the altar of their country. One of the
maternal ancestors of our subject was numbered among the Revolutionary heroes who
fought in the battle of Lexington.
To the public schools of his native county Robert Hastings McBride is indebted for
the early educational privileges he received,
and later he spent one year in the Skinner
school, on the west side of Chicago, and the
following year in the Dearborn school, mi
L.

Clarissa

the north side of that city. He then crossed
the Mississippi and located in Nodaway
county, Missouri, where throughout the re-

mainder of the

Civil

member of the home
to make the practice

war he served

as

a

guards. Determining
of law his life work,
he began study with Judge C. Angevine, of
Kansas City. In 1872 he came to Mankato,
and was here engaged in merchandising until 1874'j in the meantime reading law with
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No other incumbent
His
of this position lias been so honored.
public record is without a blemish, marked
by the utmost fidelity to duty and earnest
of several years,
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the Re-

re elected in
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As an orator he

in the

court,

in

Jewel coun-

stands high, especiall)

discussion of lega] matters before the

where

be accorded him if he would accept them.
He has refused the nomination for the positions of sl
judge of the district
.

court and other-, accepting onl) the position
of county attorney, which i- directly in the
ession.
to

school for several terms in different parts
of Jewell county and has ever been prominently and helpfully identified with its educational interests.

Mr. McBride was united in marriage to
Miss Mary Young, a daughter of William
Young, one of the early settlers and leading
men of Kansas. A resident of Ohio when
the Civil war was inaugurated. Mr. Young
that state and finally
11

sustained while
defending the starry banner of the nation.
Mrs. McBride was b rn in fndiana, but was

By her marriag
die mother of two interesting
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1
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Mis
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he would demand fees in prothose asked by most other members of the legal fraternity he would to-day
be a very wealth man. hut he i- thi
business honor and prefers rather to err to
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b

1

personal disadvantage in a financial
His
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;
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sons.
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model place and Mr. Mcpride in keeping everything

a

splendid conditio!
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e

*sey cows
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law.
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UTTER.
citizens

and repre-

farmers and stock-growers of
county is the subject of this refinely improved farm of two
1
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huii' Ire;

1

and forty

acres, situated in

Eureka

township, his postoffice address being Penawhich is one and one-half mile distant
from his home. The family of which Mr.
Utter is a worthy representative has been
identified with the annals of our history for
several generations, and has stood for sterling worth of character, sturdy industry and
earnest
co-operation in
forwarding the
march of development in the repul lie during
the various transition stages.
Mr. Utter is a native of the state of Indiana, having been born in Bartholomew
county, on the 2(1 of August. 1857, the son
of Elijah and Amanda (Dayton) Utter.
Elijah Utter was born in Clermont county,
Ohio, on the 27th of August, 1828, the son
of ] iseph and Elizabeth
Mackelfresh) Utter, both of whom were born in Pennsylvania, so that it may be seen that the two
families have long been established in America.
Joseph Utter removed to Ohio in an
eaiiv day, and in 1S41 removed thence to
Indiana, where he took up a tract of government land, the same being heavily timbered
and entirely unreclaimed from the wilderness.
This, with the assistance of his sons,
he cleared and placed under cultivation, and
here he made his home until he was sumhis reward.
Elijah Utter accompanied his parents on their removal to the
primitive wilds of Indiana, and he continued

losa,

(

remain on the old homestead until his
when he purchased eighty acres of
government land, in Bartholomew county,
paying for the same at the rate of six dollars per acre.
The place was covered with a
heavy growth of oak trees when he came
of the same, but here he
finally reclaimed a fine farm, upon which he
retained his residence until his death, which
occurred on the 15th of Septembi
The old homestead is still in
the family, the title never having been transferred.
The father was one of the
and progressive men of his county, and
though never an aspirant for public
wielded an unmistakable influence in local
to

marriage,

1

affairs of public

teemed bv

all

nature, being-

who knew

him.

He

hig
\

in the doctrines of the Universalist
church, and his widow is a member of the
Methodist Episcopal church. She still resides on the old homestead, being seventytwo years of age at the time of this writing.
They became the parents of eight children,
three of whom died in infancy, the five surviving being as follows:
Charles A., the
subject of this review; Frank, who is a ma-

liever

son and builder and who resides in Cherryrale, Montgomery county, Kansas: and OsNora and Lieuverna, all of whom remain on the old homestead with their venerable mother.
\- Charles A. Utter was the eldest of
the children it became his duty to lend his
best efforts in connection with the work of
clearing and improving the homestead farm
and thus aiding to provide for the family.
In the midst of bis arduous toil, however,
he did not fail to take advantage of such
educational opportunities as presented, attending the district school during the winter months and thus laying the foundation
for that broad fund of knowledge which has
come to him through reading and identification with the practical affairs of life.
Mr. Utter remained at the parental home
until the time of his marriage, which was
car,

solemnized, in Bartholomew count}', Indithe 15th of August. 1878. when
Miss Rena B. Custer became his wife. She
is the daughter of John W. ami Caroline
Wilson) Custer, the former of whom was
an own cousin of General George A. Custer,
the victim of the ever memorable Indian
ana, on

(

massacre in Montana, their fathers having
Mrs. Utter was born in
been brothers.
Jennings county, Indiana, while her father
in Kentucky and her mother in
Madison county, Indiana. She was one of
1

a family of thirteen children, nine of

whom

and seven of whom surKate is the wife
vive at the present time:
of Levi McKnight. of Shelby county, Indiana: Nellie is the wife of Simon Decker,
of Ripley county, that state Rena B. is the

lived to maturity

;

our subject: William

is

a resident

Madison county. Indiana: Ida is the wife
of Thomas Bevelheimer. of Madison county,
of

.
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Indiana; Alice remains with her iv
mew county; Grace is the wife of

who

wife of Frank Franklin,
died in Ripley county, Indiana; Maud died
unmarried; and the other children passed
away in infancy. Mr. Custer was a blacktii 'ii
and he passed practically
his entire life in Indiana, his death occurring
in Madison county, that state, on the 24th
of August, 1901. He was prominent in pub's in his section of the slate, though
never an incumbent of office, being a stanch
B.,

the original qui

show n marked discrimination

\\a< the

iit

l
.

and

a

man

lute probity of character.

After his marriage .Mr. Utter rented land
native county, where he continued to

in his

:ultural

pursuits

for

the expiration

it

a

-

I

if his town propne hundred and sixty acres of land..
a portii m if his present farmstead..
On April 12. [{
ved with
his family to the claim, and here they have
maintained their hi
inal claim was pre-empted by Geo

if

had pn >ved up
e but who
had made no improvements other than
of
breaking five acres
ground and erecting

gratifying return-.

and pride

interest

of

all kind.-,

Mr.
the

L'tter at

i

y

ten

feet

in

two-room

fourteen by
the

twenty-four feet, which was
the family until 1898. when the present comfortable farm dwelling was built.
He has
devoted his attention to diversified farming
and to stock-raising, and in both lines has
been very successful, while the general appearance of the farm is such that n
recognize it as the wild prairie land which
it represented when our subject located on

most

lie

ha- taken distinct

breedii

in

.

1

1

Mr. l'tter has reon his farm a herd of
md-China swine, procuring
e had from

breeding
cently

established

•

reliable

ouri

I

and

Iowa, and thus making the
tion for one of the finest herds
;

Though

a

stalwart supporter of ;'
the Republican party.

Mr. L'tter has never
preferment, hut he has rendered the part)
and timely service as an active worker in the
'

-

ie

1

was prevai
'is

township
fif,

in

.

which ca-

pacity he

munity by effecting the
;

tions in

\ho had committed many
the county, and later he appr

member

of the same

cured his

ng

irnpn ivement,

residence,

this

the

using the best male animal- and
tock to high standard.

once inaugurated vigorously

work of development and

erecting a

din

from

ce t" the
tereford
type "f cattle, and both his draft and road

1

eighl

hogs, and

raising

branch of enterp

1

:

h

the products of the farm with the
exception of the wheat raised.
Hi
forty
about
head of cattle and has made a

of

which he disposed of his personal effects
and came to Kansas. He located in the city
of Kingman, where he followed tin
carpenter, which he had learned under the
direction of his father, and here he purb iwn lots, improving the san
if dw elling houses and
In the
diteen months.

in

n>\ keeping sufficient live

f

the

apparently

breakorganized

in the

well

band.
ten children of Mr. and Mrs.
enter brief record in this conclud-

the
L'tter

we

reorge W., a si
graph
\the commercial department of
a salesman in the
:

<

of the popular young men
- -he wife of Addison
Moore, a farmureka township; and the other chil-
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dren, Burnie, Nellie, Hazel. Frank. Nora,
Caroline, John and Babe, are still at the
parental home, which is noted
fined and gracious hospitality.

\:\1ES M.
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re-

BEAM.

subject of this biography is one of
the early settlers of Reno county, coming
here in October, 1S71, and he now resides

The

a fine property in South Reno township,
having located upon this when the land was
/ed and the surroundings seemed
on the outskirts of civilization.
Mr. Beam was born in Wyandot county,
Ihio, on March 8, 1847, a son of WillWilliam
iam and Maria (Bole) Beam.

on

(

Beam was

a native

likewise

county, while his father

of

was born

sylvania, but later settled in Ohio.

Beam was
prominent

known

a
in

stockman

public affairs

in his locality.
at,

and

and for

Wyandot
PennWilliam

in

farmer, was

and was well

In politics he was a

a period served as a

mem-

ber of the board of county commissioners.
His death occurred about the age of fifty
years, audi the mother of our subject died
when the latter was five years old. The
James
three children of the family were:

M.. of this sketch Martha, now Mrs. Paige,
of Topeka. Kansas and Isaac, also a resident of Topeka.
Our subject's early education was obtained in the public schools, but his advance
in the higher branches was interrupted by
:

;

the outbreak of the Civil war. At the age
of sixteen years his loyal spirit induced his
enlistment in defense of his country, and he
became a member of Company C, Seventysixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was
with the army under General Sherman

through Ids remarkable campaign, never
missing an engagement and never being
wounded, although his clothing showed
plainly that the bullets narrowly escaped doing fatal work.
He accompanied his regiment to Louisville and later to other points
and its members received their final discharge at Columbus in July. 1865.
Although not yet twenty-one years of age Mr.

Beam was a man in even- sense except years,
endurance of army privation, his submission to discipline, travel and association;
with others having developed the courageous
and ambitious lad into a strong and manly
man, one capable of enduring the hard conditions of pioneer life.
For three years following the close of
the war Mr. Beam remained in Ohio, enere in sheep-raising, but he wisely
decided that the great state of Kansas ofhis

fered

better

opportunities,

he

and hither

came in 1S71. Taking up a quarter section
in Reno county, it was his intention to engage in the cattle business. Theie was no
railroad nearer than Newton, and there he
bought a team and hauled his lumber to
build a house, also hauling all of the other
He soon gave up the idea
necessities, of life.

of confining himself to stock-raisin

soon had neighbors who bought a
land with the intention of farming, and so
he also began breaking up his land for*culThree years later he purchase the
tivatii m.
quarter section north of his land and put
forty acres of this into orchard, making sixty acres which he has given to the cultivation
of apples, peaches, pears, cherries and apricots, all of which have yielded abundantly.
He now farms two hundred acres of land,
\

and has one hundred and sixty acres in pasturage north of Reno, raising short-horn
He has made all the excellent improvements here, his house having
first
one
erected
in this neighborbeen the
hood north of the river. At the time when
he established his home here buffaloes were
cattle for market.

plentiful,

still
1

so plentiful

indeed that

in

Sy 2 they ruined his garden.

Among

many

hardships which Mr.
Beam endured during those early days was
the first visit of the scourge of grassh >ppers,
in 1874. When they first appeared his threshing was going on, his wheat having been
cut, yielding a good crop, and he saved that,
but he had seventy-five acres of standing
the

which promised an abundant yield.
visitors settled upon it on
Saturday morning and by Sunday morning
thev had devoured everything but the stalks.
This was a misfortune indeed, but fortunatecorn,

The unwelcome

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Mr. Beam had Mime

v

mom
ocenrred the

ers

\

isited the

In

in

in

i

1S77

bii

[876, but
land.

0111

]

ui

in

its

public

briny de<
Minnie Catherine Sin:

re

md

his

and four chiland two of

ife

\\

ren were alilic

ne,

lecumbed

to

:ter their

Fort Wayne.

Indiana, near
six years.

mar-

l

-

Mr. Be
:

hinson and later in
nt of this city
he returned

William, whi

left live children,

namely

:

enth

John.

v.

Indian;!

arm, disp
en
lis

he has given his entin
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A

stanch supporter of Democratic prinhis life, Mr. Beam has nevi
>ihee. although in 1875 he served as
Among the pioneers of
y commissioner.
1

county none are more highly
His influence has ever bee
he.
lirection of progress and advancenent, and it is with justifiable pride that he
his

1

han

•ecalls his

own

efforts in this direction.

The

w

and

who

living in Paul

1

r.cl

war

Indiana: ami
army but was

life

d with
vork. When twenty-four
age he was married, in Indiana, to Miss
Lucinda Crow, a native of that state and a
daughter of Joseph and Lucinda Crow, who
in hi-

I

She lias two
born there.
and John, who v
The former
and the latliving in
nto Mr.
resident of Mi
ten chiland Mrs. Shuler have
jhters, namedren, three sons and si
'.
who is married and n
were likewise

diers in the Civil war.

.

I

Oklahom

living in

ntervening years have made
:hanges in Reno county, and he has been no

that territory;

;mal] facto,- in thi

Sadie.

me; and Alice.
de and

i

Minnie.

Mr. and Mr
mestic

WILLIAM

SI 11
1

until

life

1878,

in

Indiana, where the

when they came

cating- in Rice county.

William Shuler. who follows agriculton section 11. Center township.
Rice county, was born in Columbiana coun-

ural pursuits

to Kansas, loFor a time he was

employed by the railroad, hut in
jed rine hundred and sixty acres of
land and turned his attention to agricultural
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pursuits.

hundred

is

the

acres, constituting

owner of four
one of the best

farms in the county. His residence is commodious and built in modern style of architecture, and the barns and outbuildings are
substantial structures. The farm is well improved in every particular and indicates the
careful supervision of one whose energies
and labors are directed by sound judgment
and keen discrimination.
In 1900 Mr. Shuler was called upon to
the loss of his wife, who passed away
the 28th of March, respected and loved

mourn
on
by

who knew

She was very devoted
and accommodating neighbor and a woman whose genuine
worth of character gained to her warm esteem. Mr. Shuler is a Republican in his political views and socially he is identified with
with
the Grand Army of the Republic an
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
all

to her family,

her.

was

a kind

1

MAGNUS

M.

XELSOX.

Thirty years have passed since Mr. Nelson took up his abode in Jewell county, and
throughout this period he had been an important factor in the work that has led to
progress and substantial improvement.
In his life he exemplifies the enterprising
spirit of the west, and his business has been
so capably conducted that he has annually
added to his income and is now the posits

He was
sessor of a valuable property.
formerly a farmer of Jewell county, but is
identified with the building interests of

now

Mr. Nelson was born in Sweden,
May 30, 1829, and is a representative of a
very prominent and influential family of
In his early life he enjoyed
that country.

Mankato.

excellent educational advantages, but not desiring to attend military school he left home

and went to Gothenburg, where he became
a cabin boy on a sailing vessel of which his
After serving for three
uncle was captain.
years in that capacity he came to the United
States and made his way to Cambridge,
Illinois, where he entered the employ of

Dr. R. C. Raymond, in whose service he
embraced the opportunity of acquiring some
knowledge of the science of medicine and
pharmacy, knowledge that has been of value
to him in later years.
When his adopted
country became involved in Civil war his
patriotic spirit was aroused, and on the 22d
of June, 1861, he enlisted, at Galesburg, Illinois, as a member of Company C, Fortythird Illinois Infantry, under Captain H. M.
Starkloff,

Missouri.

now a
The

noted surgeon of
entire

St. Louis,

company was com-

posed of Swedish men with the exception
of one private and the captain, who was of
German birth. The command was organized

at

Camp

Butler,

in

Springfield,

and

thence sent to Benton Barracks, St. Louis,
to Jefferson City, and finally
to Otterville, returning from that point to
St. Louis, whence they were sent down the
river to Cairo, and soon afterward participated in the important battles of Fort Henry

and afterward

and Fort Donelson, also in the engagement
at Shiloh, where two hundred and fortysix men of the Forty-third Illinois were
killed.
On the 8th of May, [862, Mr. Nelson was detached from his company to do
special messenger duty on the staff of Gendispatches from
eral Grant, and carried
Grant's headquarters to Holly Springs, Mississippi.
He was wounded by bushwhackers, and the next day, while engaged in the
same service was captured, but was paroled
on account of his wound. After lying ill
for about a week at Holly Springs, he was
transferred to St. Louis, where, on account
of his knowledge of pharmacy, he was made
a druggist in Ward B, of the general military hospital. On the 6th of August. 1863,
he was formally exchanged as a prisoner of
war, and continued to act as druggist in
St. Louis, until September 3. 1864. when
he went to Little Rock, Arkansas, to join

and he received his honorable
discharge on the 29th of October following.
Returning to Illinois, fourteen months
passed before Mr. Nelson was able to engage in work, so seriously had his wounds
and the hardships of army life effected his
health.
Later he entered the shops of the
his regiment,
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Burlington & Quincy
Railway
at Galesburg, and there learned

Chicago,

Company

March, 1S7 1.
he left Illinois for the Sunflower state ami
settled in Jewell county, where he secured
a homestead in Washington township. Few
residents of this portion <<i the state have
:rv resided within its borders.
At the
the

1513

>nt

1

in

mil of adventure and fraught with

agements throughout
left home, and lie-

the entire period since he

has pressi
he

o imparativelj

1-

quired through his

e of his arrival the greater part .if the
land wa- still in the possession of the
eminent, and the march of progress and

civilization seemed scarcely begun.
As the
years have passed he ha- In rue his part in
the improvement which has
great a transformation here, and well may
he he numl
the valued residents

As

of the county.
eloj

ued

the years passed he dellent farm, which he continto cultivate until February 23,

when he rented
kato,

where he

his land
is
.

.Mr.

1

now engaged

in

Man-

business

d builder.

Nelson

'

marriage to

.

I

:

1

of val-

i

uable land in Washington township! They
are very great lovers o
d have
a

spl ;ndii

many

I)

equi

and

circle of

an enterprising fanner.

is

his well directed

fairs
cess.

1

are bringing to him gratifying suc-

He

el]

coun-

Almost half the continent dihim from his birthplace, for he first

Kansas.

ty.

vides

in Alban) count}', New York, January 20, 1830,
his parent- being Asa! and Hopy (Treest)
Bolster.
His
r
Providence, Rhode Island, and devoted his life
to farming.
He died in Oswego county,

New

York, where his wife

friends,

homes

in

and the

Mankato

and Jewell comity are extended to them.
with a numMr. Xelsi
ber
es in Washington township
and was deputy sheriff, under J. W.
In the latter year
he was made the Republican nomim
iff and was defeated by only thirty-three
He is a very prominent member of
his party: is recognized as a leader in public
thought in the community, and has been a
delegate to the state and
Socially he is connected with Jim
ventions.
•

als

at

the age of seventy-four year-.

a

native

of

Alham

They had two

She was
York.

1

sons,

Asa and Jacob, who

war. and our subject had three brothers-in-law, Richard and
becker and Peter Schell, who
1

enlisted

Their

1

of the best

been acearnest and honor-

DAVID BOLSTER.
David Bolster

in

ivil

the

Union army

d stripes.

excellencies of character have secured

litality

own

f;

in

Mrs. Samantha Hughes, a native of Indiand they now have one daughter, Mrs.
Viola G. iettman. By her former marriage
Nelson had two children E. C. and W.
E. Hughes.
>ur subject and his wife own
;.

ich, b< in]

1

and

Mr.

of this review als.. attempted to join the
army, but was rejected on account of his

physical disability.
In his parents'

home David

I

I

Lane Post. No. 34. Grand Army of the
Republic, of which he has three times served
commander. His life has been an event-

as

spent his youth, and at the
years he purchased his time of his father.
.

for eighty

dollars,

and began work on his
as a farm

own

account, being employed

hand

home neighborhood. He was
nineteen years of age when he marMis- Phebe Ann Bridenbecker, the

only
ried

in the

wedding being celebrated in
New York, and the bride being fifteen
They began their d
life in the Empire state, whence, in 1856,
they removed to Illinois, locating in Kane
1

tv.

county, and in Nashville, that state.

Mrs.
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Bolster died.
Bolster chose

New

For

second

his

Mary Dunbar,

Mr.

wife

a native

of

York, their marriage being solemnized

in southern Illinois.

By

the

first

marriage

two children
John G. and Cyrus, and by the second union there are
Ulysses, William,
six children, namely
Mrs. Phebe Shinkle, Charles, Wesley and
there were

:

:

Mrs. Lettie Pate.
After residing in Illinois for five or six
years Mr. Bolster removed to Missouri, but
he afterward returned to the Prairie state,
and thence removed to Indiana, where he
remained for a year and a half. Later he
lived in Iowa for a time and again in Illinois, whence, in 1870, he came to Kansas
and secured a homestead claim in Limestone
township, Jewell county, which has since
been his place of residence. He is the oldest settler in the neighborhood and is familiar with all the experiences and hardships incidental to frontier

counted

a

life.

He

is

ac-

very prosperous farmer and stock-

raiser and is the owner of five hundred and
twenty acres of fine land. Upon his farm he
has recently erected a beautiful new twostory residence and has all the requisite
modern improvements designating a model
farm of the twentieth century. As a busi-

ness

man

he

is

very enterprising, energetic

and progressive, and these qualities have
brought to him a richly merited success.
He is a public-spirited citizen and is a leading and influential man in his township. His
fellow citizens have frequently elected him
to public office, but he cares not for honors
of that nature and has always refused to
qualify.
He was formerly identified with
the Republican party, but believes strongly in reform and is now independent in his
political
affiliations,
supporting the men
whom he thinks best qualified for office and
the measures which his judgment approves.

A. H.

BUTTS.

In every community are enterprising,
progressive citizens who are leaders in business affairs and in public life, owing to their
force of character,

their

ability

and

their

Such

trustworthiness.

a one

Mr. Butts,

is

known farmer and merchant of OteHe was born in DelaJewell county.

a well

go,

ware county, New York, October 15, 1847,
and is a son of Bushrod and Urena (Howland

both

Butts,

)

Empire

of the

emigrated

whom

of

state.

with

In

wife

are natives

1855 the father

family
county, Illinois, where he
his death, which occurred
his

McHenry

to

resided

1897, his
several years

previously.

He was

and through

his efforts in this line

to properly provide for his family.
hi-

until

in

passed away
a farmer by occupation

having

was able
He and

devoted wife were persons of the highest

respectability

they had

and

and

many

sterling

character,

friends both in

and

New York

in Illinois.

Mr. Butts of

this

review spent the

first

eight years of his life in the state of his

and then accompanied his parents
westward. He was not yet eighteen years
of age when, in February, 1865, he offered
his services to the government and became
a member of Company A, One Hundred and
Fifty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, under Captain Giles D. Walker and Colonel
nativity

Bronson. He served principally in the eastern part of Kentucky and Tennessee and
was always found at his post of duty,
whether on the tented field or on the firing
line.

The war having

closed, he

was mus-

tered out at Springfield, Illinois, in September,

1865.

After his return from the army Mr.
Butts continued to make his home in McHenry county, Illinois, until 1S77, when he
came to Kansas, locating upon a farm in
Jewell county, and here he has s'nce made

home. He owns one hundred and sixty
of valuable land in Limestone and
Burr Oak townships, and this he has placed
under a very high state of cultivation. The
well tilled fields yield to him a rich return
for the care and labor he bestows upon
them.
Everything about his place is neat
and thrifty in appearance, indicating his
careful supervision, and as the years pass
by he successfully follows farming and
his

acres

stock-raising.

George

\V.

He

is

Congleton

also
in

associated

with

a mercantile en-
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terprise

the honorable business

in

whom

5'5

-he had

one

child.

who

Henry,

is

policy

now

age.

was a member of the Congregational church
and her death occurred m Peoria county,
Illinois, when she was forty-five

which they follow, together with the
excellent line of goods which they cany.
has secured for them a very liberal patronMr. Butts was united in marriage, in
in Mankato, Kansas, to A
Shaw, a nati
'hey now have

living in

Star!,

county,

>i

age.

was

1889,
M?.

lllim

reared

1

I

W.

Their home is a fine
residence in Otego, where hospitality and good cheer reign supreme.
Politically Mr. Butts is identified
with the
Republican part}-, hut the honors and emoluments of office have no attraction for him,
as he prefers to devote his time and attention to his business affairs, in which he is
meeting with prosperity.
This is well de- it is the rightful reward of earnesl

one son, Emmett

Ity,

I

'

Illi-

and acquired a limited education in the
le began earning
hools.
living by working as a farm hand, and was

nois,

:

1

iged until the country called for the
aid of her loyal sons and he offered his services to the

government. enlisting

of the Fifty-seventh
command of Colonel

Captain

F.

A.

p tny.

member

a- a

11

.

11.

under

A. Hurlbert, while
in command of

Beatty was
Later he

o Jonelcy and the compan) w
bj
aptain Wells.
This was a
regiment, which Mr. Davis joined at Tiskawa. He served from February, 1864, until the close of the war.
After remaining
for a month in Chicago the
sent south to Athens, Alabama, thence to
Chickamauga and was at Rome,
for two or three months.
He participated
in the battle at that place and in
at Kencsaw Mountain and at AlI'ass.
He was captured and was
held as a prisoner of war for some time and
was paroled after three days.
He then
went to Dalton, Georgia, and afterward re(

NATHAN

M. DAVIS.

For nineteen years Nathan M. Davis
has been a resident of Rice county, and his
home is on section 6, Wilson township. His
loyalty as a citizen was manifest by service
in the Civil war. and his fidelity to the best
interests of the communities with which he
connected has ever been one of his
i

salient

characteristics.

He was

Fayette county. Pennsylvania, near Connelsville. on the 20th of January. 1845. an
s
His paternal
William Davis.
grandfather. Azariah Davis, was one of the
veterans of the Revolutionary war, aiding
in the establishment of the republic through
the force of arms.
In the Keysl
William Davis was reared, and af
ing at years of maturity he wed''
garet May, whose birth occurred in FayPennsylvania.
Her father.
unty,
Michael May, was born in
''-

'

E

and was of German descent.

His

d

Three children
curred in Fayette county.
were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Davis, namely:
Nancy, who is now deceased: Nathan
M. and William, a farmer. wh<
near Axtell, Nebraska. The father died in
middle life and the mother afterward became the wife of William T. Tohi
:

'

turned to Kingston, near Rome.
tioned near General Sherman's headquar1

a time.

Under command

of that

officer he then went to Savannah,
Georgia, and participated in the

gallant

I

of Richmond and the
grand review at Washington, ]).
war having ended, he was then honorably
:d at Louisville, Kentucky, and was
mustered out at Chicago, returning
home with a good mi'
Mr. Davis made his way to Bureau
county, Illinois, and later to Stark county.
He was there married in JanuI

n,

a na-

Stark county ami a daughter of
Ephraim and Frances (Ayres) Holton, both
of whom were natives of New Tersev. Her

5
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parents are now deceased, the mother having died in Stark count}', Illinois, while the
father passed away in Philips county, Kansas.
He was buried in Decatur county,
Kansas. He was a blacksmith and farmer,
following the dual occupation in order to
provide for the support of himself and family.
This worthy couple had three children,
namely: Airs. Josephine Edgar, who is living in Wilson township. Rice county Airs.
Addie Davis and Nathan F., of Illinois.
In the year 1878 Air. Davis removed to
Polk county, Iowa, locating near Des
Moines, and a year afterward went to Decatur county, Kansas, where he remained
In
for four years upon a homestead farm.
1882 he arrived in Rice countv and took up
his abode upon his present farm of one hundred and sixty acres. Plere he has a good
residence, a grove and an orchard of five
acres, stable yards, feed lots and richly cultivated fields. He follows farming and stockraising and his place is valued at thirty-five
hundred dollars. He is energetic and diligent and gives his attention closely to the
cultivation of his fields and the raising of
;

:

stock.

The home of Air. and Airs. Davis has
been blessed with eight children, namely
Alartin E., James A., Frances AI., Josephine A.. Ross H., Delia Adeline, Edgar
William and Lester. The family is well

known

in the

community and

the

members

of the household attend the Congregational
church, of which the family are members.

In politics he was for many years a Repubbut he is now identified with the People's party.
He belongs to the Grand Army
of the Republic and like many old soldiers
is a
frank, genial gentleman, recognizing
the obligations and duties of citizenship and
never failing: in their discharge.
lican,

JAMES RAINES HARRIS.
James R. Harris, one of the early pioneers of Harper county, Kansas, was born
in Fayette county, Kentucky, three miles
from Lexington, on the 19th of August,

Raines)
1815, a son of James and Nancy
Harris, both natives of Caroline county,
Virginia, where they were reared and mar(

The paternal grandfather of our subJames Harris, also claimed Caroline
county as the place of his nativity, where
he became an influential planter, and there
he spent the remainder of his life. His son
and the father of our subject was reared to
years of maturity in the state of his birth,
and he was there married to Nancy Raines,
ried.
ject,

whose

father

was

a colonel of the Colonial

minute men, and was with LaYorktown. In 1797 Air. Harris
left his Virginia home and removed to Kentucky, where for a number of years he was
engaged in general farming and stock-raising.
In 1S20, with his wife and ten children, he located in Bartholomew county, Inmilitia or
!

diana, taking with

him

to that state a large

herd of stock, consisting of about one hundred head of hogs, sixty cattle and about
sixteen horses.

He

secured a tract of land

on the Driftwood fork of White river,
where he soon cleared a farm. In that early
day the country was but sparsely settled,
but during the following year the "Brookville

much

took place, thus disposing of
of the land and the country rapidly

sales''

settled up.

Air.

Harris gave his entire

at-

and placing it
under cultivation, but he was not long permitted to enjoy his new home, for two years
after his arrival in Indiana he was called
to his final rest, his death resulting from the
tention to clearing his land

bursting of a blood vessel caused
exertion.

He was

a

Whig

in

his political

views and religiously was a member of the
Baptist church. After his death his widow
remained alone for forty years, and was
then married to Julius Hatchett.
Her last
days were spent with her son John in Hancock county, Illinois, her death occurring
when she had reached the age of eighty-one
years.
Unto Air. and Airs. Harris were
born ten children, namely: Alhry. who married John Riser, a soldier in the war of 1812
and a brick mason by trade, he having assisted in the building of the wall

house at Indianapolis:
married Aloses Alisner, of
state

for the

Sarah,

New

who
York;

PHICAL HISTORY
Nancy, who became the wife of Amos \\ illiams; Frances, who married John HagaIllinois; Martha, who became the

man, of

riiomas

wife of

(.'lark,

of

Indiana; Eliza-

who became the wife of Joseph Hagaman John, who removed to Hancock coun-

beth,

;

Illinois,

ty,

in

an early day: James

R.,

the

who died
while serving his country in the Mexican
war. passing away before marriage; and
Joseph, who practiced medicine in his naity until within a few yeai
death and then removed to the west, pracTerritory and Arkansas,
and his death occurred in Missouri.
R. Harris, the only survivor of

subject of this review; William,

panies of their regimenl
ti

1

compn

finally a

to

diers

pay

Eamil}
was a child of live
was taken by his parents to
Indiana, and lie well remembers the journey.
He was reared on a frontier farm in
that state, and the educational p

their

.

-

:

.

Henry Carson Dodds,
mpany G. his
The company co

cent-

The

services.

cottonwi

built of

a

d;

were

-tabic-

the present site

of the state penitentiary.
(

the

>n the 8th of May, just one
regimenl

y<

'

Up the
try and returnmore northern route across Ne[g

1

Shortly afterv

.

which he secured in his youth
tremely limited.
ils
which he ate of the mosl primitn.
and he
with puncheon floor
was only permitted to attend school during
Remaining unnths of each year.
der the parental roof until his eighteenth
year, he then began the battle of life on
his own account, and from that time on he
made his own way in the world. On the
qth of December, 1833, he enlisted in the
First United States Dragoons, n
onel

twentj

receive

for

-

lien lie

re

As there were
>ry.
no stables at 1' "
worth the soldiers were detailed to erect
and all
them, but they refusi
were placed under guard for a time, but

ii

large

5'7

were again sent into the Indian Territory
to protect the government from tl
and Cherokee Indians, but after a few weeks
thus spent they returned to Fort Leavenworth.
At this time Mr.
enlistment had expired, he having entered
the service for three years, and during all
1

of this

pi

the river in
there

I

Platte

invested

erected houses

in
in

and
having

uri,

cot

town
wh;

property,

I

upied a mill
nworth, when

enworth.

mill had been erected and operated for many
years by Mr. Stein and Lit
on the
Mr. Harris arrived in
remained
1

'

until the following April, v

i

members, and their object
was to e plore the west. Leaving Xew Albany. Indiana, on Christmas day
ceeded to Cairo, Illinois, where they
the dawn ox the new year, and
they then marched to 5
river on the ice. remaim
the 15th of January
I

St. Louis,

kuk. and from there
brother John, -ix mil
saw. Illinois, where
I

i

until

the 8th of

May. when

the

c

with the best cavalry equipments
cured, proceeded on their
Idle following summer was spent in
west.
the Indian Territory, and in the tall they
returned to Fort Leavenworth, where they
Avent into winter quarters, but thn

where

a

I

:

While

in

that

city
le

a mill
bis

I

and

in the

construction of

he

r

wa)

here he ere

made

i

5
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log houses within two miles of the present
site of that city.
In 1838 he returned to
Illinois

sixty

and purchased one

hundred

and

land eight miles south of
Prairie state
there he secured a soldier's claim and erected a cooper
shop, although up to that time he had never
seen a barrel made. He, however, conducted his shop with success, and as time passed
he added a quarter section of land to his
original purchase, and for a time was extensively engaged in general farming and
acres

of

Warsaw. The journey to the
was made on horseback, and

stock-raising.

and, thence up the Xorth

Platte

to

the

Sweet 'Water, and in Lost River valley the
caravan of about thirty-eight wagons was
attacked by about seven hundred and fifty
Indians.

During the

fight

which en-

sued their stock was stampeded and driven
off, and with seven other
well mounted
comrades Mr. Harris followed the trail for
fifty miles up the mountains, where they
found four of their cattle, but they could
find

no trace of the Indians.

On

their re-

turn they had much, difficulty in finding
their camp.
Arriving there nine of the
party made arrangements to take the stock
and camp equipage, which they packed on
a large oxen and cow, and proceed on the
journey. Fourteen days' travel from Hum-

where the fight had occurred, the
party of nine was again attacked, and so
boldt,

known all but Mr. Harris were
After a running fight, in which one
after another fell, our subject mounted a

far as

he there found employment at
and for two years he made
Golden state, during which
time he was engaged in prospecting and
mining. In the fall of 1853 he returned to
Illinois, where he again took up the occupation of coopering. After his return from the
Civil war he again followed that vocation
and also farming, his place having been located four miles from Warsaw, on the
Green Plains road. About the time of the
close of hostilities he purchased another one
hundred and sixty acres of land. In 1884
Mr. Harris again left his Illinois home for
the west, coming with his family to Kansas,
where he purchased one hundred and sixty
acres of land in Anthony township. Harper
county, thirty acres of which had been
placed under cultivation, but there were no
buildings upon the place. He at once began
the task of improving his land, soon having
it
under an excellent state of cultivation,
and he also expended about three thousand
dollars in buildings and other improvements.
There he extensively followed general farming and stock-raising until 1891. when he
took up his abode in the city of Anthony,
since which he has lived in quiet retirement.
On this farm Mrs. Harris passed away in
death on the 1st of April, 1887.
She was
born on the 4th of November, 1816, and
on June 27, 1839. she gave her hand in
marriage to Mr. Harris. They became the
parents of the following children
Virginia I 7
who was born April 10. 1840,
married Harry M. Green, and came to Kansas in 1885, locating in Alva. Harper county; Robert A., who was born on the 15th
of August, 1841. died June 26. 1S44: James
California,

five dollars a day,

1852 Mr. Harris left his Illinois
home, and in company with about thirty or
forty others started for the Golden state,
he having eight oxen and one wagon. They
proceeded up the Platte river to Grand IslIn

Modoc

After traveling for another day and
way.
night without food he came upon a company
of acquaintances from Hancock county.
During this terrible journey Mr. Harris'
sufferings were intense.
For four days
and nights he was obliged to travel without
food, and during the first night after his rein 11 to the trail he almost perished from the
cold.
He had no matches, but after firing
many shots from his revolver he succeeded
in setting fire to a large pine log.
Proceeding with the company to Yreka,

is

killed.

thoroughbred race horse which had belonged
to one of the party and which became frightened and ran away, never stopping until
compelled to from exhaustion. Mr. Harris
then concluded to leave the trail and make a
detour of a lake, thinking to again reach it
further on. but after wondering for three
days and nights without food fie was
to retrace his steps to the trail, where be

found his horse and again proceeded on his

his

home

in the

:

..

I

BIOoK.iriIlC.il.

was born August

1843;

HISTORY.

:ini1

her chil-

Julian Theo, born July 31, 1845, an '' s now
Iklahoma. On the _'d of May,
a resident ol

dren, nine of whom grew to maturity.
Her
daughter Elizabeth died in infancy. Nancy
is the wife of Charles McKnight, of GentMissouri. Sarah married
ry county.
Brewer, of Daviess county, Missouri. MalA.
vina married
dge,
f
lei ti
Anna marty, Missouri, and both are <k-:>.<\.
'lane and after In- death Thomas

V...

Jr.,

8.

'

1

Mr. Harris was united in marriage
Kerr, the widow of Scott I.. Kerr.
was born in Monroe county, Indiana.
Prior to her marriage to Mr. Kerr, and in
1877, they took up then- abode in Sumner
She has three living
county, Kansas.
dren,
irace, the wife of John Ran
1891.

to

Ann

(

:

Jarniann.
Virginia

Jesse,

and Mabel, the \vi
Painter, of Anthony.
In political
Mr. Harris formerly gave his supp
the Whig partw was a supporter of Henry
Clay, and in 1N40 he attended a rail
barbecue on the Tippecanoe battleground.

'iiir,}

1'..

sas.

.

rentry county.

county,

I\'

John

;

V

J.

tyler

1

and died

Thomas Weathi

in all his life

and

Han-

cock county, while for many years h<
the offices of secretary and trustee.
early manhood he has been a member of the
Christian church, and the cause of the Master has ever found in him a worthy
folHUT,

Kingman

in

the immediate subject of this

Emily married

Since the organization of the Republican
party he has given an ardent support
principle-.
He has ever taken an active and
interest in public affairs,

is

of

died

mo

lives with hi1

lives in

Wilson,

illiam

Miss

.

Thomas

1

for a time served as deputy sheriff of

•

1

A

that county;

commendable

li

I

l

(

Sunnier count)

>.

<

',.

in

Kanof

ather

of Virginia and
exemplified the value of ChrisHe married a Mi-- Cleveland,

nan faith.
and their descendants are proud of the fact
that their great grandfather Weathered was
ise

ica

with

!

Frenchmen who came to Amerssist Washington and
in

i.-.ers

the

Vmerican

-

independence.
ant

[l

B.

Weathered was two

his father took his famil)

;

years

I

Missouri, where he was educated in

PLEASANT

B.

WEATHERED.

the

comm

a

and remained

Of

that sterling

Kentucky stock which
e

citizens

every part of the west, is the well k
citizen of Bennett township, Kingman coun-

Kansas, whose name is above, an
is a prominent farmer anil stockm m.
ant B. Weathered was horn in Indiana

place

1856,

a

s,

,n

(Bush) Weathered, who were horn and
in Kentucky and removed thei
Indiana, and thence after five yea
Gentry county. Missouri, wl e
Weathered made a success as a farmer,

many

woman

d keen a
has since her childh
stent member of the Methodist Episcopal church and her influeno
id

who had

four children.

the

family

and

Acting upon his
fall

of [883, and found employment on the farm
In the winter of [883 and
of a .Mr. Handy.
1884 he bought the quarter section of land
nship, which has since been
•

and on wh

ivements
of twen-

had been
ty-five acre-.

I

claim, and while

years in the off

and died in 1881, jjiis
ing him, aged eighty-fi ur years. That

the peace
survi\

ter

of

mother and

his

the

May

married

served

I

ir

decision to try his fortune fu

ty,

12.

father'- death, he took

ter his

his

to

farmer

until

was back

at his old

home

in

he

Missouri, for

the purr
his land.
bors kindly 111.
For three year- his nephew. Alonzo Brewer,
together
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of the time.

In September, 1884, his

mother went out to Kansas to keep house for
him and in that year he broke seventy acres
of land, planting twenty acres to corn and
forty acres to wheat and renting the remainder to his nephew; and after that he proceeded with his improvements as rapidly as
circumstances would permit. He bought a
few young cattle and hogs and soon made
stock-raising one of the features of his business.
He has followed a diversified system
of farming, keeping from fifty to seventy-

and

a sufficient number of hogs to
his farm.
He built
comfortable residence in 1884
and remodeled it and added *a story to it in
1898, making it one of the best farm residences in Bennett township.
In 1885 he
began the erection of his commodious an
well arranged forty-four by fifty-two foot
barn which was completed in its present
form in 1898. By keeping his stock carefully graded he has improved it vey matefive cattle

consume the products of
his present

I

rially.

nephew

his

for

his

own

services or for

boarding the harvest hands.
January 19, 1887, Mr. Weathered married, in Kansas, Miss Mary E. Wills, daughter of Tohn and Mary (Cloud) Wills, who
was born in Missouri and came to Kingman
county with her parents, who were early
settlers there.
They have four children,
named respectively, John. Laura. Charles
and Guy. Mr. and Mrs. Weathered are active members of the Methodist Episcopal
church, in the work of which they have been
prominent and in which he has filled several
(trices.
He has never aspired to -political
honors nor bound himself by any party
allegiance.
A man independent in thought
and action, he supports such men and measures as seem to him likely to best serve the
interests of the community.
He stands before the people of

Kingman

as a successful self-made

ci

»unty respected

man, who, conning*

poor has by industry and good
management advanced himlself to an envi-

to the state

1

able position in the business

community.

Mr. Weathered tells very pleasantly
some reminiscences of early hardship and
adversity in Kansas.

sowed

In the

fall

of 1885 he

thirty-five acres of wheat.

winter followed and

in

A

1MIIX W.

hard

r.Ll'XK.

the spring of 1886

twenty-five acres of the grain was plowed
up and the land was planted to corn. That
season he paid a dollar an acre to have the

wheat on the remaining ten acres cut and
stacked and five cents a bushel for threshing
it
and after the wheat had been hauled to
Conway to market it brought a total of nine
dollars.
In the year last mentioned his
nephew worked sixty acres of his land under
lease, sowing it to wheat.
At harvest time
he was in another county and asked Mr.
Weathered to attend to his cutting and harvesting for him and board the hands employed in the work. Mr. Weathered had the
wheat cut by the same men who cut his own.
except about fifteen acres on which the crop
nail that it would not pay for cutting. What wheat was harvested on the sixty acres sold for from twenty-seven and onehalf to thirty- four and one-half cents a
bushel and brought in so little money that
Mr. Weathered had not the heart to charge

John W. Blunk, whose home

is

in sec-

27, Elwood township, Barber county,
a native of the middle west, his birth

tion
is

occurring in Morgan county. Indiana, n the
26th of October, 1S50. His father. David
Blunk, was horn in Owen county, that state,
1

and

is

The

latter's

Aaron Blunk. was one

settlers

German

of the first
of the Hoosier state and was of
ancestry, the family having been

founded

in

came from
in

living in Indiana.

still

father.

America by two brothers who
the fatherland at an early period

the development of

the

United States.

Aaron Blunk served his country as a soldier in the war of 18 12.
He married a
Miss Davis, sister of Jefferson Davis, the
president of the Confederacy.
They had a
large family, including David Blunk, who
was reared upon the home farm in Indiana.
In Morgan county, Indiana, he was united
in

marriage

was born

in

to

Temperance Hadley. wdio
Carolina, whence she

South
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went tn Indiana with her father,
Hadle) who was a natn e of NT ortl
Unto the parents of our subject were
born eight children, c f whom five are yet livMary ).. David E., John \\'.,
ing, namely
Jeremiah and Silvanus.
>ed are
George II.. who died from the effects of the
hardships of war, having been a soldier in

him

for

l

a

prominent place

in

to-day he

owner

.

Una.

:

Union army; Samuel

the

the age of nine years, and
at

the age of six years.

still

residents

was

The parents
Indiana.

fanner but is
His political support
living retired.
been given to the Republican party si
in.
In religious faith he is
father

•'.

a successful

his

hile

\\

are

The
now
has

i

S

John

VV.

Inestead

in

Blunk was reared upon the old
Indiana and began hi

cation in a log school house.
Although his
privileges in that direction were somewhat

meager, his training

at

farm work was not
Indiana, he married

In 1875, in
Alice Shake, who has traveled life's journey with him for twenty-six years.
She
was born in Morgan county, Indiana, and
W'hitis a daughter of Adam and .Martha

limited.

1

aker) Shake,

b

>th

of

farmer,

whom

I

I

found thirty-seven

I

[e

ha-

modern farm equipmei

on

I

,

the

farm

Blunk has
been blessed with seven children, of whom
live
are living:
Myrtle, Birdie, David
Adam, Vera Zella and John Glenn. Those
are

Maude

I

who

lerrick,

and

of twenty-oii'

spected by

all.

and one who died

childhood.
Mi
publican party.

in

He

wife b
church.
Both are well known in
munity where they enjoy the war:

manv

;

friends.

'

It

rSHORN.

cover

not a very difficult matter

i-

why

time

atta

none

in

the

Kingman o
-

!

been an inr

-

cultural

man

of

Mr. Hai

and stock

indi

i

I

is

The

horn was also a

re-

early

with the Reha- been identified with
fraternally is an Odd
es

II'-

business career he
lie belongs to the Christian church

and is a Republican in pi
were nine children, of whom six are yet
living:
Ann. Juliet. Mary.
and Mrs. Blunk. Thosi
who
ert,
died at the age of eighteen; John
Henry, who died at the
aw a;.
and Mrs.
at the age of twenty-six.
Xo events of special imp irtance occurred
try the routine of farm life for Mr.
Blunk in his youth. He arri
county in 1878, at which time he p
a team and wagon and
but he had what is better than gold, a strong
determination to succeed, supplemented by
His
untiring industry and perseverance.
own labors and the assistance of his wife

all

irriages

.thing requin
work along progressive lines.
The home "f Mi-, and Mrs.

of

v.

of cattle,

liu

also horses of a higl

his

fi

ag-

I

Kentucky. Her mother died in Indiana at
the age of seventy-three year-.
Her father
-till
is
living at the age of eighty-four.

Throughout

the

larvey.

Danville.

of

who 'lied at
who died

\\\.
I

is

farm of over four
instituting one of the best properties in the township.
•<!
granary and wagon shed, fourteen by tl
feet, with ten-foot shi
has a large barn lift)
feet, and
thirty-six feet from tl;
the ridgeluable

nati
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and there he grew to maturity and married
Sarah Innes, of Orange county, locating in
Brockport, New York, after a very successbusiness career as farmer,

ful

stock-raiser

known and

A

beautiful residence, which cost one thousand dollars, is pleasantly located, while his
immense barn which is twenty-eight by
sixty feet in dimensions cost as much more.

rey,

In addition his sheds for the humane and
comfortable sheltering of his cattle, and his
other arrangements for the successful and
economical pursuance of his extensive business, are modern in arrangements and fully
adapted to the uses to which they are put.
With an eye to beauty as well as utility, Mr.
Hartshorn has built on his property a large
artificial lake, which he has stocked with
fish.
In every department of agriculture he
is equally at home, and has made a very
marked success in his stuck business, probably doing more in this line than any other

Delbert,

resident of the county.

and dairyman. The family

is

well

respected in that locality, where many repfamily of eight
resentatives still reside.
children was born to John Hartshorn and
wife, consisting of five sons and three
Benjamin, who resides
daughters, namely
Mrs. Kate Ellis, of Monroe
in Brockport
county, Xew York Mrs. Elizabeth Palmer,

A

:

;

;

of

Monroe county

biography.
follows
:

drowned,

also; and J. S., of this
Those who have died were as
Isaac,
who was accidentally

at the

age of fourteen year-: Sab-

who died at the age of eleven years
who lived to the age of nine years;
and Fred, who only saw four years.
J. S. Hartshorn, who is the subject of
this sketch, was reared in Monroe county,

Xew

York, and learned the practical details
farming under his father, on the old
homestead farm. His education was obof

tained in the district schools of his locality.
Until he was twenty-one he remained under
his parents' roof, but then decided to start
Having had much exout for himself.
perience with stock, as his father was a
large breeder and dealer, he concluded that
a business in that line would be the most
profitable for him to pursue.
With this
end in view he went west as far a- Si uth
Dakota and found employment on a stock
farm near Fort Niobrara, Cherry county.
Nebraska, but after one year's experience
a very severe
_

This remove
has never been regretted.
Locating in
Kingman countv Mr. Hartshorn first took
up one hundred and sixty acres of Osage
Indian land, and now is the owner of one of
the finest and best improved estates in this
winter, he went to Kansas.

On February 2, 18S7, he was united in
marriage to Miss Florence Fukqua, a young
lady of beauty, intelligence and many social
graces.
She was born in Jasper county,
Illinois,
and is a daughter of William
Fukqua. who was a native of Illinois, in
which state he died after serving faithfully
as a soldier in the Civil war.
His widow
resides in Sedgwick county, Kansas.
One
brother of Mrs. Hartshorn. Frank Fukqua,
is a well-known resident of this state also.
William Fukqua was a member of the Republican party and of the United Brethren
church.

Mrs. Hartshorn came to Kansas with
her parents when she was young, and was
here reared and educated.
Two children
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hartshorn,

namely: Jatie and Livta.
Politically Mjr.
Hartshorn adheres to the Republican party
and has acceptably served as township
trustee and count}- coroner.
He has taken
a prominent part in the development of his
section and is one of the leading citizens of
this part of Kansas.

county.

With a farm of eleven hundred and
twenty-five acres of fertile, productive land,
Mr. Hartshorn is justly regarded as one of
the substantial residents of this part of the

His improvements have been commensurate with the extent of his property.
state.

JOHN

M.

BROWN.

Blaine township. Ottawa county, has no
more honored or highly respected citizen
than this gentleman, who has been promi-

HISTORY.
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neatly identified with

number

its

agricultural inter-

was born
in Iowa county, Iowa, on the 26th of November, [862.
[is father,
>a\ id
Bn
a well known and prominenl citi
county, was born in the Keystone
and is a member of an old Pennsylvania Dutch family, noted for their honesty
and industry. He was reared in his native
state, and when a young man removed to
Iowa, where lie was united in marriage to
Rachel Davis, who proved to him a faithful companion for the journey of life.
She
was born in North Carolina but was reared
in Indiana.
They became the parents of ten
children, five sons and five daughters, namely
Alice. Ida, Mary, John M.. William,
Ciarence. I.illie. Stella. Eliflet and Edward.
In 1S7S the family came to the Si
r

a

1

i

if

years.

1

[e

1

1

1

'5-3

and temperance has always found in him a
tireless worker, and h<
>rne his
part in the work of pu
tient and
advancement.
Socially he 1- a member of
I

the Independent

of the Ancient
lie

and

farming properties
plied with
es,

all

as a Leading
his

in

in

i

one of the

i,

conveniences and ac-

and thrifty ap-

neat

it-

finest

hip, su]>-

I

modem

and

Workmen,

ited

I

known

widely

is

cessful fanner,

pearance indicating the care and supervision
of the owner.

THOMAS

COBURN.

B.

:

locating
Logan township, Ottawa
county, hut the parents now reside in Blaine
ship, this county.
The father gives
political support to the Populist party, and
the mother is a member of the United Brethren church.
in

John M. Brown, whose name intn
this review, was reared on an Iowa farm,
where he was early inured to the work of
field and meadow, and the educational privileges which he enjoyed were those afforded
by the common schools of his locality. He
remained under the parental roo
twenty-two years of age. and in the following year lie was united in marriage to Miss
Effie Hebberly. a lady of intelligence and
cuiture. who has proved to him a faithful
and loving helpmate.
She was born in
Michigan, but was reared and educated in
Kansas, and is one of eight children born
unto Jacob and Rosina Hebberly. The father is a well known citizen of Blah
The
ship, but the mother has passed away.
marriage of our subject and wife has been
Politically
blessed with one s< >n. Glennie H.
Mr. Brown is a Populist, and takes a deep

mendable

He

interest in public affairs.

has many tiir.es served as a delegate to
the conventions of his party, has been honored with the office of township trustee,
and for many years has served as a member
of the school board. The cause of education

farming

intert

are well represented

county

>1

1

who

resii
32, Burrton townHe was born in Crawford county.
Pennsylvania, on Christmas day
.

ship.

and

repri

Cand.
lis grandfather,
liram 1.
Coburn, was there b rn, and was a farmer
r by trade, owning and conducting
a tannery for a numb r
le married a lady who resided near West
k, and they became the p
Esek, Ji seph and Morris, and
5,
1

1

1

I

1

became

11

of

dents

is
111

resi-

Pennsylvania, but afterward re-

Missouri

at

the

age

of

now

living

nine;
I

an advanced age. and Esek Coburn.

who

was the father
ighty-five.

Vermont

in

1803 and died

I

Pent

in

7,

united in marriage to Hannal
the of West Hurley. Xew Yi

burn

coi

state

and

later

engaged

in

the manufacture

of boots and si
removed with his family
county. Pennsylvania, where both he and
I

tl

father

was twice married and ha
Those born of the first

children.

:
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soldier throughout the Civil

war ami was

held as a prisoner for a short time, is now
a farmer living at Oil City. Pennsylvania,
and is about seventy-one years of age. He
married and has reared a family. Elsytha

became the wife of William!

Billings

and

died at the age of fifty-two years, leaving
of Israel
the early

two sons. Todorsica is the wife
Zimmerman, who became one of
settlers of

now

Topeka, Kansas, of 1853. and is
His eldest
first white male child bom in

living in Burrtou township.

Mr. Coburn

at once returned to his old
the 18th of December, 1865,
was married to Miss Violetta Tupper, of
Pennsylvania. Their union has been blessed

home and on

with three children, the eldest being Adulaska Judson, who died in Burrton township
in 1887, at the age of twenty-four years,
leaving a wife, who has since passed away.
Lillie is the wife of Franklin Youtrees, of
Augusta, Oklahoma, and they have two
children.

Kearney

who

a young man of
ably assists his father

is

son was the

twenty-one years

state.
The mother is now deceased.
Humphrey, the fourth member of the family, was a member
of the Topeka State
Guard, from which he was honorably dis-

in the cultivation of the

charged, but he died soon afterward as the
result of his service, his life being a virtual
Thomas B., the
sacrifice for his country.
subject of this review, is the fifth of the
family.
Harvey, who was a captain on the
Great Lakes for three years, died at Pueblo,
Colorado, of consumption, leaving three
daughters.
Laura, who died in childhood,
was the youngest member of the Coburn
There were
family, of the first marriage.
four children born by the second union:
Ira. a captain on the Great Lakes, living at
Duluth, Minnesota; Elida, wife of John
Gillett.
of Townville, Crawford county,
Pennsylvania John, who is living on the old
homestead in the Keystone state and Frances, wife of William Wright, of Manitoba.
Thomas B. Coburn spent his childhood
farmer
days
in
the usual manner of

ing their

this

;

;

lads,

working en the old farm

sylvania
duties of

when

not engrossed
the school room or
the playground.
For

in

Penn-

with

the

the

pleas-

six

terms

engaged in teaching school in Pennand he remained at 1;
til after he had attained his majority.
His
patriotic spirit being aroused by the rebel-

home farm.
The year 1878 witnessed the arrival

of

Coburn and his family in Kansas.
They came from Pennsylvania, and, makMr.

way to Burrton township, our subject purchased a homestead farm of one
hundred and sixty acres, for which he paid
twenty-six hundred dollars.
Here he has
successfully engaged in general farming and
he also, to some extent, raises cattle and
horses, keeping on hand from forty to fifty
head of the former and six head of the latter.
He makes a specialty of the pn iductii m
of wheat and corn, and his annual yield is
from one to three thousand bushels. He has
a good orchard of apples and other fruits
and the neat and thrifty appearance of his
1

,

place indicates his careful supervision.

He

exercises his right of franchise in support of

men and measures

Republican
party, and has been honored
with local
offices, including that of township trustee.
while for two terms he served as justice of
the peace.
He and his wife are consistent
and earnest members of the Methodist
church, in which he has served as classthe

leader,

and

his fidelity

of

the

to his

pr

he

permeating an active and useful career, has

sylvania,

made him one of the valued and
citizen- >f Ms community.

lion

in

respected

1

the south, he enlisted in August.
Townville, Pennsylvania, in the
:

One Hundred and
fantry, known as

Fiftieth Pennsylvania In-

the Bucktail Regiment.
Company I. but though
he enlisted for three years' service, on aco u:it of illness he was honorably discharged

He was

in

THE PARKER CREAMERY COMPANY.

assigned to

August, 1865.

at

The Parker Creamery Company,
415-17-19-21 South Main

Nos.

was established

in the spring of

located
street,

1891

by
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Thomas

Parker, the president

oi

pany, an

carried

on business under the firm nam.
Parker ov Updegrof Produce Company,
The
handling butter, eggs and poultry.

was begun

in

a

small

from the firm, and from that
December, 1898, the seni

tiring

I

1

building,

twenty-five by fiftj feet, but their trade soon
grew to Mich propi »rtions that mo

i

in 1894 two buildings
were secured at the present location. Later
the firm added a cream gathering department to their business, with two stations,
one at Medora and the other at Sterling.
The gathered cream system was then used,
but this did not prove satisfactory, and Mr.
Parker, who was an e

was then organi;

it

company,

Thomas

with
Parker,

the

following

pesident; J. \V.
treasurer; and R. C.
hjoi there was added to this all

was required, and

tory,

stablishment
with a capacity

illy

realized by

many

it

tended

many

of the citizens,

been increased and exof the prominent
men of the city do not realize its
magnitude.
The poultry department alone
is
enormous, their dressed fouls being
shipped to them from the west in car load
that

even

lots, and they are often called upon to fill
contacts for from fifty t
sixty car loads.
The butter department has also reached ex1

tensive proportions, and in this yields to
none, not even to the famed Elgin article,
quality is considered, for the buffalo
grass oi the west is known

when

t

They supply the Fred Harvey system of eating houses. Their business in this department now exce
hundred thousand dollars and employment is furnished to about sixty-five men.
In 1897-8 more space was added to their
building, which is now one hundred and
twenty feet scpiare. two stories in height.
In October. 1S96. the partnership relations
of Parker & Updegrof were severed, the

perior butter.

li

1

.

their re-

which

t,

used

is

lery

in
1

Compam

one of the leading industries of its kind
the -tate. and it- promoters occup
position in the

a

name

!

in

1

connection with industrial interwidely kni
Thomas 1'arker. president of the
in

ests that is

Creamery Company, was born

enormous proportions, the extent of which
and so quietly has

milk fac-

of sixty thousand
and their goods are
the market under the Buffalo brand.
The
and best processes known t., that
n added t>
th
tory, and their machinery alone is
ab.nit twenty-five thousand dollai

From

year to year they established
more stations until they now have about
fifty, located on all the railroads connecting
with Hutchinson, covering an area of two
hundred by one hundred miles in extent.
Their separating stations are also buying
stations for produce, poultry, butter and
nd their business has grown to

Parker,

barrels a 'lay,

miliar with the "separated" system, introduced it in their business with gratifying
results.
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f

(Fitzpatrick) Parker.
old he was taken by his
county, New \

farm

and

in

I

Thomas and Mary

When

onl;
I

ranklin

youth he rec
excellent public school and
cation. When the time came
life,

in his

:

sttnic the

responsible

in the produce comn
Franklin county. Xew York, and from
ti
Boston and later to
Canada., where he conducted

gaged

i

in

that place he went

>

shipped the first carl
from that country to the Unit
for a number of year- he v
shipping produce from Canada to the United
»;

laintaining

quarters at Montreal.
•

From

Iowa, where he

produce business,

shij

load lots from Dubuqin

thus engaged until 1883.

came

still

!

there he recontinued the
in

car-

aid

was

In that year he

Hutchinson and purchased sixteen
hundred acres of land in Grant township,
to
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where he engaged

in

pany he retainend

farming and stock-

his position with his
Parker, until the present
company was organized. Since his residence in this city he has made his home with
his uncle.
In his social relations he is a
member of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks. Since his connection with
the Parker Creamery Company he has taken
an active part in its management, and
throughout his entire business career his

raising on a large scale, feeding from two
hundred to three hundred head of cattle annually.
After a time, however, he left the
farm to engage in his present business, but

he

still

land,

retains about three

which he

On

uncle,

hundred acres of

rents.

the 13th of February. 1872. in

Y( rk. Mr. Parker

was united

in

New

marriage to

Melissa Castello, a native of the Empire
state.
Four daughters and one son have

been born unto this union, as follows Gertrude, the wife of R. C. Roach, secretary of
the Barker Creamery Company; Bertha, one
:

Creamery
Company; Anna; Josephine; and Thomas
Creamery
the
Parker
of
\\\. also a direct* r
Company. The family occupy a beautiful
residence at No. 202 A avenue, one of the
elegant homes of the city, and it was erected
For many years Mr. Parker has
in 1886.
of

the

directors

of

the Parker

occupied a very conspicuous place among
the leading business men of Hutchinson. He
is prominently connected with the industrial
interests of the city, and through the channels of trade has contributed not alone to his
individual prosperity but to the welfare of
Reno county as well. His career is that of
an honorable, enterprising and progressive
business man whose well rounded character
also enables him to take an active interest

and moral affairs, and
to keep well informed concerning the momentous questions affecting the welfare of
in educational, social

the nation.

John W. Parker, treasurer of the Parker
Creamery Company, was born in Bombay,
Xew York, a son of Charles and Mary
Parker, who still reside in the Empire state.
John YV.. one in a family of three daughters
and two sons, was reared in the place of his
nativity and to the common-school system of
the locality he is indebted for his elementary
education, which was completed in an acad-

emv and with

After
a commercial course.
leaving the schoolrc* «a he was for about two
years engaged in various occupations in

Xew

York, and in 1892 he came to Hutchinson to assume the position of bookkeeper
for the Parker

pany.

& Updegrof Produce Com-

After the dissolution of the old com-

Thomas

ability as a
j

man

of affairs has been clearly

demonstrated.

Robert C. Roach, secretary of the Parker
in St. Louis,
Missouri. September 1, 1S67, a son of John
(Sullivan)
Roach.
The
and
Belinda
father was a mechanical and civil engineer,
and became prominently known as a contractor and builder of railroad and bridge
work, having executed much work for the
Missouri Pacific and other railroads. Later
in life he engaged in stone contract work,
and the last ten years of his life were spent
in Harrisonville. Missouri, where he passed
away in death in 1873. He became the father of seven children, three of whom still
survive: M. D., a member of the Colorado
Iron & Coal Company, of Pueblo. Colorado;
M. F., with the Hammond Packing Company, of St. Joe, Missouri and Robert C,
secretary of the Parker Creamery Company.
The latter received his early education

Creamery Company, was born

;

Louis and Harricompleting his studies with an
sonville.
academic course, which included mechanical
engineering.
After leaving the schoolroom
the first position which he secured was in
the rolling mills of East St. Louis, where
he remained for three years, and from there,
in 1883, he went to San Francisco, there
spending the following year. Returning to
Kansas City, he secured a position with the
Armour Packing Company, and in 1886 he
became an inspector of weights with the
Western Weighing Association, under D.
Three years later he was sent
C. Bridges.
by that corporation to Hutchinson as inspector of weights and classification for
In 1892 Mir. Roach
their interests here.
severed his relations with the company and
in the city schools of St.

became

assistant

superintendent

of

the
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Packing Company, of which
served as chief superintendent one
year, bul on the establishment of the salt
plant in this city he accepted a position with
that corporation as a traveling salesman, in
which he was eminently sui
ing that position until July, [895.
He was
then made general superintendent for the

Hutchinson

Jacob Dold Packing Company, of Wichita,

two years later, in 1897, resigned that
to accept a similar one with the
Pittsburg Provision Company, of Pittsburg,
After spending one year in
Pennsylvania.
the latter capacity, however, he wa
to resign his position on account of the impaired health of .Mrs. Roach, and he then
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tiie countrj
frequently designated.
is.

in

a

-

rcumscribed than in

1

the earlier days

when

the citj papers did not

wide a realm
ing and were d<
or readers only after
less intervals

••!"

in their

new

:'

tune,

the potency of the

still

country paper

modern

but

position

returned to Kansas and became associated
with the Parker Creamery Company. One
year later he became its secretary, and in
this capacity his
lent

sound judgment and excel-

business qualities have

well merited degree of

won

for

him

a

sin-

Mr. Roach was married, September t,
[897, to Alary G. Parker, a daughter of
Thomas and Melissa (Castello) Parker.
Two children have blessed this union.
Melissa and Gertrude V.
The family reside in a pleasant residence at No. 212 A
avenue, which was erected in 1901. In matters of political importance Mr. Roach votes
independently of party
lot

for the

qualified to

ties, casting- his bal-

men whom
rill

in all departments of the ent
and the
news and information is far-reachi
1

extent

not

:

monwealth may well point with pridi
character and achievements of its
;

In Barber county
which has contributed

is

publis

in a

marked

di

section,

proper and timely

an able

ev

by a
re-

its

e

We

such publicatii n
ful.
refer to the Barber County Index, which

weekly

d

firm

whose name

Socially he is a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen and the I". C. T.
lie is one of the most honored and highly

terested princip

esteemed citizens of his community and
is safe to say that no man in Hutchinson
has a wider circle of friends and acquaintances than Robert R. Roach.

when

it

evident,

superficially

newspaper is the index of the char;
any town, denoting mlost clearly 1'
of its business men and showing clearly
whether the locality
tendencies or of torpid apathy.
Within the
Sunflower state are found many vital and
lucted newspapers, and tl

he regards as best

positions of honor and trust.

mot

While the province

at

I

Painter and Uriah C.

Hcrr.

Tl e
L.

it

erpy, the

is

Mi

initi;

and

initi

on the 10th of June
17th of the

the

last

the firm,

and Mr. M.

P. S

til July

PAIXTER & HERR.

7.

1882,

which E.

Notwithstanding

W. Payne

I

in the matter of issuing the great
metropolitan daily papers and facilitating

made

their distribution

when he
'ublishing

plant an

int.. all

the

sections, there yet

and field of
power and usefulness for the purely local
remains a distinct province

ry he became
Mr. Payne was also the presiMedicine Valley Rank, and
the memorable and historic bank robir.

in

•

while at

i

5
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bank office, his death occurring twenty hours later. He was but thirtyseven years of age when his useful career
was thus summarily cut short. His widow, Susan A. Payne, remained in control of
the Index until July i, 1884, when E. P.
his desk in the

Caruthers became publisher and editor.

He

had held a salaried position as editor of
the paper from the time when Mr. Payne assumed the chief executive office in the bank
and had thus been associated with the enterprise for two years prior to taking individual control of the same. On the 16th of
April. 1886, he disposed of a half interest
to \Y. G. Musgrove, of Lexington. Missouri, and the two continued to en
-

business until August, 1890. when it was
-old to a stock o mpany, o mprised of members of the Farmers' Alliance, Mr. M

being retained as editor and business manUp to this time the Index had been

ager.

Democratic

in its

political proclivities

and

policy, hut it now passed into a new regime
as a representative of the principles and interests of the Populist party, to whose cause
it

has ever since continued
Mr. Musgrove retired in the summer
So- whereupon Leon E. Beals became
I

prion.
oi"

fall

1

1

,

retaining this incumbency until the
of the following' year, when he resigned

>unty
the office to enter upon his duties as
attorney, being succeeded by Clark C. HudReview.
Mr.
the
Kiowa
son, formerly with
Hjudson conducted the paper until April 11,
1894, and the company then secured the
services of the present owners, Messrs. Herr
and Painter, to edit and publish the Index.

In the fall of 189S Mr. Herr purchased
the
plant
from the several members
of the stock company and forthwith entered
Painter, to
into a partnership with Mr.
whom he sold a half interest, and they have
since continued as owners and publishers
of the paper, which they have brought up
to a high standard, both in the matter of
editorial prestige

and

in that of letter-press,

the paper's standing being creditable not
only to the publishers but also to the city and
county. The Index was started as a seven-

column

umn

folio,

folio,

was enlarged

then

to

a

to an eight-colsix-column quarto,

while again it was changed in form, beingreduced to a seven-column folio, while in
January, 1901, it was enlarged to its present ci mvenient and attractive fi u'm as a riveci lumu quarto.
The plant is well equipped
and the job department is one capable of
handling all classes of work demanded,
while the firm takes marked pride in turning
out the best and most artistic productions,
choice modern fonts of display
type from time to time and thus keeping
selecting

their facilites

up to date.

The Index

is

is-

sued weekly, and is a welcome visitor in the
majority of the homes in this section, while
the success which has attended the enterprise under the present regime bespeaks the
technical and executive ability which has
been brought ti hear by the interested principles, both of whom are progressive and
popular young business men commandng
uniform confidence and esteem in the contr
immity.
Uriah C. Herr is a native of the old
Keysti me state, having been b rn at Hum.
Dauphin county, Pennsylvania,
on the nth of November, 1S73. in 1886
he accompanied his parents on their removal
to Kansas, where they made their advent on
the 12th of March and thereafter he was
employed on a farm two miles west of Kicwa, this county, until April n, 1S94, when
he came to Medicine Lodge to assume the
editorial management of the Barber CounPrety Index, as lias already been noted,.
viously to this, in the winter of 1S92-3,
Mr. Herr had served for six months

m

and responsible posidgnified
of "devil" in the Index office, and
gained
his
predithus
he
doubtless
lection for the '"art preservative of all
arts," but after the incumbency noted he returned to his mother's farm, where be remained until called to the editorial supervision of the paper.
His father died two
months after coming to Kansas, and our
subject and his younger brother thereafter
conducted their mother's farm during the
greater portion of the time until the spring
of 1894, when they gave inception to' their
independent business careers.
Lnder the provisions of the special law
tion

the
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force in

Barber county, Mr.
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JOHN RH

Herr was

elected to the office of county printer in the

1901, having the distinction of reity ever secured b)
ceiving the
inty, carrying every
an>
fall

of

ami being elected by
hundred ami eight) "in
thirteen hundred and four.
Hi- opponent, the editor of the Medicine
1.
resset, was the candidate on the
Ige
was
iblican ticket, while our subject
11
an independent ticket.
On the 14th of January, [897, .Mr. lien
was united in marriage to Miss Lillian V.
Painter, and they became the parent- of two
Opal Angeline and Rolland B.,
children,
the latter of whom died at the age
year and five months.
precinct in the canity
aj<

ritv of three

1

accompanied
to

his

Kansas, in the

parents on
S]

Newt

their
;.

removal

located in

n.

1

Hi.-

Saunders
arolina,

day.

en;

pan

of

the

in

the

becoming a skilled artisan in this
to
which he has consecutively <1.
his

to

attention

the

present

time.

county, where
maindter of their lives,
vanced in years at the time of death.
I

1

Rich was a wheelwrigh1

and

Peter

nut

d was a man who ever comunequivocal confidence and
being

his life

1

review w<

subject of this
Elizabeth

id

whom

were likewise natives
of the state of North Carolina, whence in
their
youth they accompanied their res]>ective parents to Indiana, thus becoming
familiar with the scenes, incident.- and
labors of the pioneer epoch in the tine old
th

of

f.w

eventually removed to
where the devoted

mother

and

wife

a,

age

of

the

father

came

to

residue

'<\

our

if

the

attained

Jewell

in

and
Kansas,

at

the

here

he

years,

thirty-eight

te

away

passed

his

subject,

v.

life,

county,

ni

when

he

had

-eventy-

veneral

line.

He

handling fruit
trees and smaller horticultural products and

six vears.

He was

:

to

has been duly
was
In October.
[893, Mr. Painter
united in marriage to Mi-- Clara B. Minof fair chilnick, and they are
dren.
Harrv. Man-. Howard and Eugene.

—

a

nal
\>-

a man of inflexible integrity and marked business acumen.
long tenn of years he devoted In-

became an attache of the Index office in
1888. and his ability and fidelity
hi- engagement by the stock company as
one of the editors and managers of the
paper, whide he eventually became
ciated with Mr. Herr in the ownership, as
1

whence,

in

the;.

occurring

C. assisted in the work and m
nient of the homestead place for a fewyears and then came to Medicine L
where he learned the printer's trade,

were

Rich,

1

Cram

west-

count

Pet

parent-.

pati

1

one hundred and sixty acres

citi

(

The fam-

tarvey county, where
remained two year-, at the expiration
of which they came to Barber county, where
of
claim
they took up a pre-emption
ily

worthy

and

iraut
county,
Jewell con
n in
Indiana, on the 20th of March, [849, and
of .-1.
i.and lii-h

—

Charles C. Painter claim- the State of
Indiana, as the place of his nativity, having
been born at Petersburg, Pikecounty, n the
He received in13th of August, [869.
early educational discipline in his native
state and was in his fifteenth year when he

honored

This

nursery

the

business,

showing marked discrimination in
To him ai

dustrial undertaking-.

voted

whom

wife were horn nine chil
are living at the present time.

five

review, remained at the parental
he had attained his nineteet
early

liscipiine

ed

received

home

until

havii

:

noted be
where he

imbering
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woods

for a year,

and

at the expiration of

purchased a team and made
the overland journey to Iowa, locating in
Fremont county, where he was engaged in
agricultural pursuits on rented land until
1874, when he decided to cast his lot with
tliat of the Sunflower state, of which he
thus became a pioneer, having consecutively
maintained his home in Jewell county for
Upon comnearly a quarter of a century.
ing to this county he took up a tract of one
tihis

period

lie

of government
land, eligibly located at a point four miles
northeast of M'ankato, the county seat, and
here he has contributed his quota to the work
of development and progress, while pros-

and sixty

hundred

acres

perity has attended his earnest and assiduous efforts, though he has encountered

the vicissitudes

and

trials

which have

fallen

the lot of the pioneers of this section. His
confidence in the industrial possbilities and
advantages of this favored section has not
wavered however, and the years have jusb

1

tified his faith, as is clearly shown ill his
present attractive and valuable farm estate,
which is under an excellent state of cultivaton and equipped with substantial imHe has attained his present
provements.
1

through his own efforts,
and his course has ever been dominated and
directed by intelligence, enterprise and unwavering integrity of purpose, so that to
him has ever been given the fullest measure of confidence and esteem in the community where he has so long maintained
He is recognized as a progressive
bis home.
and public-spirited citizen, and in politics
position! entirely

he

now

has been nobly assisted by his estimable
wife, who has proved to
a faithful companion and coadjutor and of whose sympathetic solicitude and womanly aid he has
ever been assured, both having gained a

Mm

wide

circle of

friends in their

home com-

munity.

Mr. Rich has been twice married. On
the 20th of January, 1877, he wedded Miss

Martha Home, who died

in

1877, leaving

one son, Charles, who died at the age of six
months.
On the 28th day of April, 1878,
Mr. Rich was united in marriage to Miss
Arena Fringer, who was born in Morrow
county, Ohio, the daughter of Jeremiah and
Leah (Lucas) Fringer, both of whom are
now residents of North Branch, this county, being honored pioneers to whom specific
reference is made on another page of this
work, under the title of the Fringer Family.
Mr. and Mrs. Rich became the parents of
four children, of whom tw o are living,
Clara E„ aged eleven, and Frank, aged five
years, both of whom still remain at the parental home, being popular young folk of
the community and worthy representatives
:

of

two of the

sterling pioneer families of

Mrs. Rich is a member of
Jewell county.
the Christian church, in whose work she
takes an active interest, while the family is
concerned in the best social life of this portion of the

camty. the

being located

in

attractive

farm home

Center township.

THE FRINGER FAMILY.

gives his allegiance to the Populist

party, his

first

presidential vote having been

cast in support of

Horace Greeley.

He

has

taken a consistent interest in public affairs
of a local nature, and while he has never
sought official preferment, he has given excellent service as a -member of the school
board of his district, having been incumbent of this position for many years and
ever giving his influence and ready co-operation in support of all measures and enterprises for the general good. In the trials and
hardships incidental to the development of
the agricultural resources of this section he

of which we write at this
time has been identified with the pioneer
history of two of the great and prosperous
states of the Union, and in each succeeding
generation have been found men of stanch
integrity, well directed industry and sturdy
worth of character, while the women have
stood for equally high ideals and have
proved their value in the communities in
which they have lived.
So intimately has
the family name been identified with the history of Jewell county, Kansas, from the
early pioneer epoch and so high is the esteem

The family
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accorded

its

various

members

that

it

is

but

consistent that in this publication b

a worthy citizen,

of

whom more

definite

mention is made on another page of this
work. The parents of Mrs. Rich are Jeremiah and Leah (Lucas) Fringer, who now
maintain their home in the pleasant village
of North Branch, this county, having practically

retired,

after years of

earnest and

honorable endeavor.
Jeremiah Fringer was born in the city of
Baltimore. Maryland, in which state the family was founded in an early day. His parents,
George and Rachel (Williams) Fringer,
were likewise born in that state, where they
were reared to maturity, and where their
marriage was solemnized, Maryland also
figuring as the birthplace of their ten children.
In an early day in the history of the
Buckeye state George Fringer removed with
his family to Ohio and took up a tract of
heavily timbered land in Morrow county, reclaiming the same and developing a fine
farm.
There he passed the remainder of
life, his death occurring in the year 1876,
His widow suras the result of dropsy.
vived him about ten years, and to both was
accorded that high esteem and marked confidence which only sterling worth of char-

his

acter can beget.

Two

of their daughters re-

main unmarried and retain possession of the
old homestead, which is so hallowed by the
Jeremiah Fringer
ciations of the past.
\\a> a child of four years at the time of his

ass<

removal from [Maryland to Ohio,
and he was reared on the old pioneer farm
parents'

Morrow

county, receiving such educational advantages as were afforded in the
primitive schools of the locality and period.
In 1849 he was united in marriage to Miss
Leah Lucas, who was born in Ohio, the

in

settling in the forest wilds of
ty

porated a specific mention of those who have
here lived and labored to SO goodly ends.
For the requisite data for this brief sketch
we arc indebted to .Mrs. Arena (Fringer)
Rich, the wife of John Rich, a successful
and honored fanner of Center township and

daughter of Adam and Lena (Emich) Lucas, both of whom were likewise natives of
the old Keystone state, whence they emigrated to Ohio in the early pioneer epoch,

'53'

a

at

families located in

ier

same being

'lie

that

Fringer, already mentioned

Adam

tion.

Morrow coun-

time when there were onl)

and Lena

in

about

the county,

of

<

this

Lucas became the

fourteen chili
eration those who attained to years of

ma-

became respected and useful members
of society, while the family still has prominent representation in the industrial and

turity

civic life of

veloped a
years,
life

Morrow county.

Mr.
farm and there continued to

fine
•

•

1

in agricultural

finally

retiring

and taking up

I

.1

pursuits for

many

from active

his residence

in

town,

where he passed the remainder of his days,
His
his death occurring in the year [881.
devoted and cherished wife passed away in
1N05. at a venerable ag<
were several who attained success in business life, while three of the number were
accomplished musicians in the vocal line.
After his marriage Jeremiah Fringer reto a tract of eighty acre- of heavily

moved

timbered land in Morrow county. >hio, and
he eventually effected the reclamation of the
same, making the best of improvements, including large and substantial buildings, and
there the family home was maintained until
[870, when he traded his farm for a fine
quarter section in Walnut town-hip. Jewell
county, Kansas, receiving an additional consideration of one thousand six linn''
lars. and forthwith he came with his family
to his new farm, thus being numl>ered
'

among

the early pioneers of this section of

state, which he has honored
by his services and his well directe industry.
He brought his farm under the highest state
of cultivation and through his
i!v-

Sunflower

1

nection with the great basic industry of agriculture he acquired a competence which enabled him to practically retire from the active duties of business life in 1893, <dnce
his wife have maintained
the village of North Branch,
They are well
as has already been stated.
known in the county which has thus been

which rear he and
their

home

in

their

home

for

their

sincere

more than

and

thirty years,

sterling characters

and
have

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY
gained for them unqualified confidence and
esteem.
They became the parents of five
sons and six daughters, and four of the sons
are now living on farms of their own, and.
like their honored father, are progressive
and successful agriculturists, while the other
a prosperous cattle grower of Decatur county, this state. Two of the daughters married physicians, two became the

son

is

wives of representative farmers of the state
and the remaining two died in childhood.
The entire family is notable for a great love
of music, in which line several of its members have shown distinctive ability, while
nearly all of the family are consistent church

members. Such
have contributed

is

the class of people

who

degree to the
industrial progress and material upbuilding
of this section of Kansas, and we are pleased
to here accord due recognition to the
Fringer family in connection with mention
of many other representative families of this
favored portion of the Sunflower commonin so large a

wealth.

HOX. THOMAS
The law has
certain class of

A.

XOFTZGER.

ever attracted to its ranks a
men gifted with keen per-

minds, men who, by
nature or training or both, are peculiarly
fitted to deal with the problems which arise
among their fellows.
In reviewing the
prominent members of the Harper county
bar the name of Thomas A. Noftzger takes
precedence of many of his professional
ceptions and logical

we are pleased to present to
numerous friends and acquaintances a
sketch of his useful life.
native of the state of Indiana, he was
born in Kosciusko county, on the 15th of
November. 1861. a son of L. J. and Mary C.
(Bussard) Noftzger, the former a native of
Ohio and the latter of Indiana. The father,
brethren, and
his

A

who was born in 1835. was but three years
years of age when he was taken by his parents in a wagon from Ohio to Indiana, the
family being among the early pioneers of
Wabash county. The grandfather was a
famous miller and millwright, and the father

became a leading merchant
North Manchester, Indiana, where he is
numbered among the prominent and reprepresentative citizens and business men.
of our subject
>f

still

The Republican
support, and in

party receives his stanch
matters pertaining to the

all

public welfare he takes an active and onri-

mendable

interest.

He

is

the father of four

Thomas A., the subject
Edith, the wife of J. S. Laut-

children, namely:

of this review

;

Michigan: Samuel, at
in business with his father: and
Charles I 7 ., the inventor and manufacturer
of the Empire steam boiler cleaner and a

zenhiser, of Hillsdale,

home and

of the Empire Manufacturing Company, of Denver, Colorado.
Thomas A. Noftzger was reared in the
town of North Manchester. Indiana, where
his preliminary education was received in the

member

public and high schools. In 1879, at the age
of eighteen years, he entered the University
of Michigan, graduating in that institution
in the class of 1883. ancl after completing
his studies he entered the law office of Robertson & Harper, Fort Wayne, Indiana. In

January. 1885, he came to Anthony, Kansas,
where he immediately established a law practice, and two years "later, in January, 1887,
he formed a partnership with George B.
Crooker, which relationship continued for
several years.

He

practices in

all

the courts

of the state, and in following his profession
is meeting with the high success which he
justly deserves.
Since attaining to years of
maturity he has taken an active interest in the
welfare of the Republican party, and at the
time of the city's incorporation was elected
a justice of the peace, serving in that capacity for a few months.
From 1S87 until 1889
he was the deputy county attorney, and in
1900, on the Republican ticket, he was

from the thirtycomposed of the counties of

elected to the state senate

seventh

district,

Harper, Barber, Comanche, Clark, Meade,
Kiowa, Ford and Gray, discharging the duties of that high office with the same aggressive energy and executive ability which has
characterized his entire professional career,
while his ability as an organizer and leader
gained him a prominent place on various important committees in that body.
He was
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e

committee on public

health, played an important part in the passle

law

measure resulting

in

the present

red phy-

relal

sicians,

ways

was a member of the committee on
and means and others, and with
Peterson was the author of the tax

On the 15th of Mareh, 1886, in Indiana.
Mr. NToftzger was united in mari
Miss Leille C. Kidd, a native of that com1.
Ith and a daughter of Major M.
Kidd, who was a loyal soldier during the
1

Civil war. serving as an officer of th

Two

this union,

nally Mr.

branch of the family.
)ui
early wars between Germany and
one of our subject'- ancestors was captured
lerman army and was
oled.
Breaking his parol,- he pe1

I

1

and to save his life he changed his name
Magee, which i- probably a corruption of
the hitter part of the original name.
The

er,

to

bill.

army.

"533

children have been born unto

— Millicent

and Lee J
a Knight

Templar
and he
member of the Ancient Order of

Noftzger
Mason, of which he

Workmen,

is

is

a past master,

Modern Woodmen of

In
and the Knights of Pythias.
both business and social life he has attained

distinction.

1

le

possesses a

power, a thorough underof the needs of the people and a
tnd instiRepublican
nd whether in political or professional life he will serve his fellow n

ndfather of

our
America.
[e located in NewYork prior to the Revolutionary war, but
aside from this fact little is known of him.
Lorenzo Magee, our sub|
owned the land on which the city
5e, Xew York, now stands, having
purchased the entire tract from the Indians
at twelve and a half c
he land beafter the Revolutionary war.
and swampy and conducive to malaria, he finally sold it
first

t>

1

come

il

1

'1

i

locating

sylvania.

bought

ne
rst

1

keen analytical
:

-

to

lity.

mainder of

his

saw-

There he spent the

life.

In

re-

his

seven or eight sons, including Wolsi
nd L>rjamin, Michael. Danii
I,

enzo.

W

.Yew Y<
war. and another son took part
11

From Xew

struggle.

,RY

GEORGE MAGEE.

moved

to

Hutchinson, Kansas,

chased land of

There is probably no man in Dresden
township who stands higher in public esteem
than the gentleman whose name introduces
this sketch.
He is .me of the early settlers
of Kingman county, and is now successfully
engaged in general farming and stock raising on section 33, Dresden township. A native of Pennsylvania, he was born in Rockford. Potter county. April 20. 1856, and is
of Dutch lineage, the family having come
originally from Germany, where they owned
vast estates, a share of which the grandfather of our subject and later the father tried
to recover, but were unsuccessful in their
efforts as the name of the family had been

changed from Helmecky to its present form.
There is an interesting tradition as
the name happened to be changed by this

out and
his

in the -ante

York Benjamin

came

l',r.

to

wn &

Bigg,

1

and

re-

pur-

ut later sold

making

Kin-

home near Cunningham

for a nut

tt>out [888, however, he
Fish Creek. Wisconsin, not far fn

1

Bay.

Lorenzo Magee. the father of our subwas born on the
w York, but was quite small when
-; lvania. where
the family remme time he rcto
manl
grew
he
a farm at K
the same in connection with a sawmill, which
sequently swept away by th<
ject,

ley.

the

lood, which
water cominj
and carried away the mill. While

residing there the motl

and the father traded

his

farm for a canal
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which

ran for several years on the
Genessee Valley canal, but
later in life turned his attention to sin lemaking.
His last days were passed in Avon,
New York. Politically he was a Jacksonian
Democrat, and was very well versed in political matters.
He was thrice married, and by
the first wife had three children, but our subject remembers the names of only two of
these:
Phoebe, the wife of Lafe Baley, a
farmer of Livingston county. New York
For his second
and Mary, now deceased.
wife he wedded .Mary Rutter. the mother of
PennRockford,
near
died
who
our subject,
sylvania, about 1858, and to them were born
eight children, namely: Enoch, who served
three years in the Union army during the
Civil war and was with Sherman on his
boat,

lie

New York &

famous march to the

sea,

is

now

a railroad

conductor residing in Cedar Rapids. Iowa;
John died in Detroit. Michigan, about 1899;
Lorenzo is a brick mason of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa; Henry G. is the next of the family;

Andrew

is

a carpenter

living in

Fillmore,

York: Irinda married twice, her first
husband being Henry Race, and the second
Reed, she died in 1890: Henriette
husband being

also married twice, her first

Franklin, and the second. Marsillo A. Dean, she died in 1867; Harriette
was married to Wesley Race and is now a
widow, living in Perry. New York. For
his third wife the father married Sarah
Blankenship, who died in Avon, New York.
As his mother died when our subject was

Reubin

P».

only two years old, he

made

his

York

respectively.

Her

father,

who was

mechanic, was of English descent.

a

Among

the most prominent representatives of the

was Governor Hoadley, of Ohio,
a cousin of Mrs. Magee, and her

family

who was

uncle, Isaac Hoadley, of Pennsylvania, the

inventor of a valuable oil packer, for which
he received fifteen thousand dollars.
Her
father was a soldier of the Civil war and enlisted in Allegany county. New York, in
the One Hundred and Fourth New York
Volunteer Infantry.
Three times he was
taken prisoner and was at last confined in
Andersonville prison, where he starved to
death.
Mrs. Magee's mother is still living

and

now

is

a resident of Attica,

Wyoming

New

York.
For her second husband she married Eugene Merrill, a manufacturer of fine shoes, and a brother of
Senator Merrill. By her first union she had
three children, namely: Delia E.. the wife
of our subject Julliette, who died in Allegany county. New York, in 1872: and
Henry, an extensive traveler now- living in
North Dakota. Mr. and Mrs. Magee have
county.

;

Now

Amenzo

daughter of Henry and Lorinda (Willy)
Hoadley. who were natives of Ohio and New

home with

grandmother Magee until he was six,
and then went to live with a man by the
name of Miner Morse, with whom he remained for eight years, when Mr. Morse
Mr. Magee
died and the farm was sold.
his

next made his home with an aunt until twenty-two years of age, in the meantime workHis education was
ing out upon a farm.
mainly obtained in the district schools of
Livingston county. New York, the family
being residents of that state.
On the 18th of September. 187S. at Fillmore, Allegany county. New York, Mr.
Magee was united in marriage to Miss Delia
E. Hoadley. a native of that county and a

Franklin, Charles B., John H.,
six children
Onnolee L., Guy E. and Arthur R.
For a year and a half after his marriage
Mr. Magee continued to reside in the Empire
state, where he was engaged in farming, but
in the spring of 1880 came to Kansas, and
:

April pre-empted a claim.
he has since made his home.
The land on which he located was all wild
and unimproved, and the few settlers in his
section of the county were widely scattered.
Among the number were Mr. Watkins, William and Thomas Bainumn and one or two
others.
For the first year Mr. Magee lived
with his brother north of the Xinnescah
river, but in 1881 he built a good sod house
on his own land, fourteen by twenty-eight
feet, divided into two rooms.
The following year he received permission to abandon
his claim from the government but did not
use it. During the year 18S1, he had broken
fifteen acres of his land and had raised a
crop of corn, and decided to stay upon his
claim during the discouraging period of

on the 7th

Upon

of

this place
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he next year he built a frame house,
sixteen by sixteen feet in dimensions, which
new serves as a kitchen to his present resi-

and in [886 built a dugout, which
for several \ ears and
ed a verj comfortable residence.

lience,

It was in July of that year that the community was thrown into a sudden and violent panic by the report that India;
south of them were on the war path and
coming their way. This report, which was

spread
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In April, iSSS. a cyclone passed

through
tearing down Mr, Ma
and destroying about one hundred and fifty apple and peach trees on his
place.
Vgain on the 17th of Mas. 1898, lawas caught in a terrific cyclone whi
wrecked the town of
n
situated
only about three-quarters of a mih
trm.
When the storm aphe was in town with a team and
wagon, and is was fairly up
the neighborhood,
:

n

(

1

1

1

ii

1

1

1

1

.

1

1

:

1

.

'

started by herders, soon
with great rapidity ami was continually
magnified, it being rumored that many had
seen the Indians, and that they were almost
upon them. Some even went so tar as to
say that they had seen them murdering the
settlers.
Mr. Magee was then harvesting
wheat near the newly started town of Xinnescah, and decided to investigate the matter for himself before yielding to the panic.
So he climbed the frame work of a hotel being erected there, from which he could get

he realized the nature of

a good view of the surrounding country.
Returning
but no Indians were in sight.
to the field for his team he then started hi »me
after his family, but on reaching
lie then
there found that they had left,

as

team

to a rack,

Hastily hitch-

it.

he

sprint of his life for Jack

made

number were
While he and Mr. Manuel were
doi

the c\ clone struck

'i'

and the dour v.
in an instant.

a- torn off

tl

M.
I

I

and whisked away

After

am and

found that one

been killed and the other was so
badly injured that it died a few days later,
while the wagon was a total wreck
Strange
I

spent the night with Mr. Bainumn, hut was
exceedingly anxious and worried about his

it may seem not a life was lost, although
was practically destroyed, but the
people had been watching tl
It
found shelter before the storm broke.
passed from southwest to northeast, leaving
kage, anil at the present writas far a- Nining in path 1-

wife and children, from whom he heard
nothing. On the first alarm the majority of
the population had fled for McPherson and
Hutchinson and this section was almost depopulated, but some of the sturdiest remained at home. The following day Mr.

nescah by bits of the wreck which —till reedingly
'fhe ground
main,
hard and difficult to cultivate, and the bottom of the Nmnescah laid bare where the
cyclone crossed it. while the mud from the
stream was thrown mi two houses a mile

Magee took his team and buggy and started
toward Hutchinson, searching for his wife
and children, but did not find them. After
a time the refuges began to pluck up courage
and return, among them being the family of
our subject, who were brought back by Mr.
That gentleman started for McRush.
Pherson when the alarm first sounded, and
on the way picked up all of the settlers that
would go with him. among the number being
our subject's wife and children. There was
no truth whatever in the report that the Indian- were coming, and it was thought by
many to have been a scheme of the herders

apart.

son raised one hundred and thirtyacres of wheat, one hundred and ten
acres of corn, and forty-two acresof Kafir-

to eet the settlers out of the country.

corn and oats.

Mr. Magee has converted hi- tract of
wild land into a well improved farm, and has
cottonv
a fine gi
ing three acres, which he planted from cuttings, and also has a good orchard of apple

and peach trees.
and all the land

is

His farm is now all fenced,
under cultivation with the

pasture.
exception of forty acn
In addition to the operation of hi- own farm
he rents considerable land, and during the
-

five

Two

e

bought

1 5
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fifty

head of

cattle

and has since given con-

siderable attention to the

stock

business,

pn >fitable. He has upon
his place twelve fine thoroughbred Poland
China hogs, two of which are registered.
His present residence he moved from Cunningham to his farm in 1895, and attached
to it his first frame house, so that he now
has a good comfortable dwelling one and a
There is also a subhalf stories in height.
stantial barn, fourteen by sixty feet, and a
granary upon his farm.
In his political views Mr. Magee is a Republican, and he has creditably filled the
office of road overseer, township clerk and
which he

finds quite

Fraternally
treasurer of the school board.
is connected with the Independent Order

he

of Odd Fellows and the Modern Woodmen
of America, and religiously both he and his
wife are members of the Christian church.
They are p© >ple >f the highest respectability,
and well deserve the regard in which they
<

are held in the

community which has so long

been their home.

W. W. MILLER
Certain sections of the country are characterized by lines of business peculiar to the
region. Kansas is pre-eminently an agricul-

and stock-raising state; nowhere in
broad land can be found finer stock
farms than are seen within its borders, and

tural
this

the proprietors of these are
prise

who have done much

men
to

of enter-

improve the

grade of stock raised in the country. From
these farms cattle are shipped to all sections
of the United States and fill a large market
demand. W. W. Miller is actively associated with this business as proprietor of the

Maple Grove Stock Farm, and is also inventor and owner of the Miller Wheat Drill.
Mr. Miller was born in Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, October 15, 1848, and is
a son of Joseph and Polly (Whetstone)
Miller, both of whom were natives of the
Keystone state. The great-grandfather on
the maternal side was Burkhard Moser, who
discovered the first anthracite coal in Penn-

sylvania and carried
tains to use in his

it

own

over the Blue mounThe family is

forge.

of Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry, noted for
industry, honesty and patriotism. Joseph

Miller

was kicked by a horse and died in
when

forty-eight hours after the accident,

our subject was only six years of age, and
at his death left a widow and six children.
The mother, long surviving him, died in
Buffalo, New York, at the age of seventyfour years.
The children were as follows:
who is now living in New York;
Anna, deceased Emma, who has also passed
away; Mrs. Carrie Kauntz, of Philadelphia;
W. W., of this review; Mrs. Mary Hart, of
Rollo, Missouri; and E. W., a resident of

John,

;

Lyons.

Mr. Miller, whose name begins this recboyhood days in Pennsylvania
and entered school there. He acquired a
good education prior to the time of his enlistment in the Union army.
He was only
fourteen and a half years of age, when, on
the 3d of March, 1862, he responded to the
country's call for troops and joined the
Thirty-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry. March
3, 1864, he re-enlisted in Company K, Fortyeighth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry,
First
Brigade, Second Division, Ninth
Army Corps, commanded by General Burnside until July 30 and afterward by General
Parks until the close of the war. He was
the youngest soldier that went to the front
in the spring of 1862 and carried a gun, but
he displayed valor and bravery equal to that
of many men of twice his years, and his war
record is one of which he has every reason to
be proud.
He served under General Burnside in the Army of the Potomac and participated in the Wilderness campaign, the
battles of Gettysburg and Cold Harbor, the
siege of Petersburg and was present at the
mine explosion there. At Cold Harbor he
was wounded by a musket ball in the left
leg but escaped further injury and was ever
found at the post of duty, loyally defending
He
the old flag, the emblem of the Union.
was discharged as a non-commissioned

ord, spent his

officer.

Returning to his home Mr. Miller enand was with the express

tered business life

noixxA.^,

%

.

Oio^Ma.
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company

Mahanoy

at

Late

in

ucts

for

potter's

City,

dealing

in

Pennsylvania.
garden prod-

months and then learned the
trade, engaging in the manufacture
ten

of earthenware ;u Slalington, in Lehigh
county. Pennsylvania.
As a companion on
life he chose Miss Elizabeth
Dyer, their wedding being celebrated on the
of December, [869.
She was born,
reared and educated in Pennsylvania and is
a daughter of Richard Dyer, whose birth
occurred in
Doylestown, Bucks county,
Her mother, who bore the
Pennsylvania.

the journey of

(22d

maiden name of at iline [offman, died in
The) were members of the Society
1877.
of Friends, or Quakers, and they had six
(

whom

of

children,

maturity, namely:

I

1

four

John

readied
T., of
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hundred

forty-live

There are now
and

dollars.

eighty-five head of horses on the farm
ures resemble

owing

to the splendid

he raises.

es

Mr. Miller ships

to

where he has sold a greal
hordes and high-acting horses, for which he

city,

nd dollar^.

I

le
ii

has a line three-quarter mile track
the farm. large barns, sheds and

His pastures rival the famous
pastures of Kentucky and he raises alfalfa
in large quantities in

order to provide a win-

ter supply of feed for the horses.
The farm
derives its name from a beautiful
grove of maple trees of large growth. The
:

years of

Norristown,

Pennsylvania: Mrs. Miller; Emma L., who
living in Alientown, Pennsylvania; Laura
J. James L., who died at the age of twentytwo years; and one who died in infancy.
In [874 Mr. Miller went to Fort Wayne.
Indiana, where he accepted a positi
foreman and superintendent of the large
brick plant, remaining in charge for three
years.
le then came to Kansas, taking up
his abode in Crawford county,
but after
is

which

New York
many show

j

dwell-

standing upon a natural build

ing,

place

1

there

building thirty by

fifty

is

also a

feet

t.

which he uses

:

I

Drills, the most popular drill of the kind
now manufactured. It can be Used for making both small and large drills for wheat
ami corn stalk-, and the large drill is the
This implement has
best in the world.
of great benefit and value to the
fanners and is now finding a ready sale

die market.

three years disposed of his business interests
at that place and removed to Neodesha, Wil-

son county, Kansas, where he conducted a
pottery, which he sold in 18S4. I lc was a I so
for three years in the nursery business as
one of the officers and stockholders of an extensive firm carrying on a large trade under

The home of Mr. and Mrs.

Miller has

Clyde and
with two sons:
R., both of whom are young men of
sed

U.

sisl

farm.

father in the care of the

their

In his political affiliations

Mr. Mil-

the name of the Kansas State Nursery Company. In 1884 he came to Lyons, where he
was engaged extensively in the brick business, manufacturing almost all of the brick
that was used in the construction of all the

Republican and is an active worker
party and friends, although he is
never desirous of office for himself. He has
a frank and cordial manner which makes
him popular with all classes, while Maple

brick buildings around the square.
He was
also
roprietor of the Miller Pottery Plant.
which he sold for thirteen thousand dollars.

Grove barm is
the cordial welcome which

ler is a

for

his

is

ever extended

;

He

to Maple Grove Stock Farm
and has since been engaged extensively in
ted upon his
the raising of hoi
farm in [889 and. has made it one of 'he best
improved properties in this portion
state.
He has some of the best standard-

then

came

bred horses

No.

j [92,

in

wl

Kansas, including
icl

W

to

all

of their

The Maple

many
I
i

friends.

arm

is

located

seven miles east and three miles south of
This farm is noted f
n any st.x-k farm west
high-act;
They have in the
of the Mississippi river.

four high-acting stallii
Ferenzie Boy, Maplewood and
Anv one wishing to buy hig

stud

1
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come and examine
His drill business has been
where he has
Newton,
Kansas,
moved to
associated himself with a few enterprising
citizens and organized a stock company,
with a capital of one hundred thousand dollars.
They have erected a large factory and

through tangible aid' and influence.
man of high intellectual and proattainments, and his kindly and
genial nature and abiding human sympathy have gained for him the affectionate
regard of the many families to' whom he
has ministered in the trying hours of sickness and distress.
The Doctor is a representative of promh
incut old southern families and is himself
a native of that section of the Unii
ing been bom in Morganton, Burke count}-,

are especially invited to

terests

their

He

stock.

now manufacturing

are

on a large

Drills

scale.

the Miller

Grain

The name

of the

company is the .Miller Grain Drill Manufacturing Company, of which W. W. Miller is
president and general manager; J. A. Randall, vice-president
C. M. Glover, treasurer
;

Besides the drills they are
manufacturing other farming imple-

and

secretary.

now

ments.

The youngest

son,

U. R. Miller,

is

associated with his father at Newton, and
has charge of- the works as superintendent

of the plant.

The

oldest son, T. C. Miller,

manager of the Maple Grove Stock Farm,
and both are young men of promise, well
It is left with these young
started in life.
men to keep up the great name and business
established by their honored father, and it
cannot be doubted that they will do so, for
both of them are energetic and have the
necessary business capacity to go on with
this enterprise.
Mr. Miller himself is active in business and still in the prime of life,
being good for many years to look after his
is

He

enterprises.

disposed of one-fourth of

interests to the parties interested with

his

still owning three-fourths of the business, which gives him full control.
It cannot be doubted that a bright future awaits
this new concern, which is due to the genius

him,

and enterprise of

W. W.

Miller.

is

a

fessio'iiial

The original
Nonth Carolina, in" 1844.
American ancestor of the family was a
native of England, whence he emigrated to
this country prior to the war of the Revolution, in

which representatives

of. the

bear evidence of patriotic services rendered
in the early Indian wars and the war of
181 _'.
The father of our subject was Rev.
R. P. Cloud, wdio was one of the prominent clergymen of the Baptist church in
the south, a man of marked intellectuality
and noble character. He was a zealous and
devoted worker in the vineyard of the Divine Master and made his life a distinctive
power for good. He died in 1852, aged
about fifty years. His widow, whose maiden name was Catherine Hildebrand, was
a member of one of the distinguished old
families of the south, and was a woman of
signal refinement and culture.
She lived to
attain the venerable age of ninety-one years,
her death occurring in North Carolina,
where she had so long maintained her home
and where she was loved for her gentle
graciousness and noble characteristics. The
subject was one of nine children
four sons
and five daughters.
Besides receiving the unmeasured advantages of a cultured and refined home,
Dr. Cloud was enabled to prosecute his
studies under most favorable conditions.
lie was a student in Buford College, of
Tennessee, at the time when the r> .nrlict
between the north and the south was precipitated, and his sympathies were naturally
enlisted in support of the section under
whose institutions he had been reared. lie
1

—

A.

S.

CLOUD, M.

D.

Among the distinguished representatives
of the medical profession in Barber county,
Kansas, is Dr. Cloud who has maintained
1

,

his

home

in the thriving

town of Kiowa

18S5, thus being one of its pioneer
physicians; and surgeons, while he is known
as a public-spirited citizen, contributing a
due quota to the advancement of local in-

since

name

took an active part as soldiers of the Coiir
tinental line while the family records also
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showed

his loyalt
the
mifederacy by
leaving school and returning to his home
in North Carolina, when.-, in iNiu. he raised

a

<

company which was mustered

Carolina
tain

i

Company

as

sen-ice

[nifantn

the

.

the company.

rf

I

into

the

v\

in

the

speaker

gallant

Army

the

;'

For

sen

command

In 1868 he was graduated
high prestige.
in the University of Louisville, Kentucky.
and thereafter he entered the St. Louis
College,

at

St.

where he was graduated!

dered

with the advances made in the science- -1
medicine and surgery. The Doctor took a
thorough post-graduate course in the New
Polyclinic,

in

was there graduated
in

Xew York
in

1S94.

city,

in

Missouri until

Barber

his

attention for nearly thirty-five years.
a member of the Kansas State Medi
cietv and o nnnands the confidence and reHe served
spect >~i his medical confreres.

years as surgeon for the Missouri Pacific Railroad. In politics Dr. Cloud
has ever been an ardent and uncompromising supporter of the principk
for

many

legislature

he ren-

and gained

service

effective

o

11-titueucy
Ln

1

n7

.

united in mar-

ii

I

1

1

riage to Miss Nettie S. Rol
of Richard
II

i

luml.ia.

of distincti< n

e

ninence in

th<

.hi uncle
on
Mrs. Cloud, was speak<
in the Missouri
her uncle. Judgt

of

1

of representatives

was

for

man)

j

representatives
of

(

1

f

the judicii

The

'.iliiVniia.

I

1

ctor and

)i

.\i

1

have two sons, -R. k.. who was graduated
in the law department
the
niversity of
i

I

i,

at

(

member

olunibia. as a

of the

now established
profess* n in Kansas

'..

is

.

City: and Wendell
m the same

1

busi: ess

1.,

who

cit\

CHARLES HERBERT SWEETSER.

and

the active practice of his profes-

precedence as a representative of
fessdon, to which he has how

Missouri he

the

in

whit h
•

Among

He wa

[885, when
county, Kansas,
cated in Kiowa.
where he has achieved a high place in the
esteem of the community and distinctive
sion

a residenl -1

district

in

most

Louis, Missouri,
as a member of

the class of 1870, receiving his deg
He has ever conDoctor of Medicine.
tinued a close and careful student of his
pn fession and ha- kept constantly in touch

gaged

his

the slate,

01

of his

tenant-o lonel,
regiment in many battles and skirmishes
through the Old Dominion state.
Alter the close of the war Dr. Qoud
began the work of preparing himself for
that noble profession to which he ha- devoted his life and in Which he has attained

York

was

In-

ted

lieu-

'

in

public

a

various campaigns, havin

:

ami was

Medical

in

and forceful

I

-

of Virginia.
he was
it\

wheh he

as an active par-

famous charge of General
Pickett at Gettysburg, and was captured
and held as a prisoner For about nine months
after which he rejoined his regiment and
thereafter was with General
ticipant

,

cause,

and while

Doctor bein{
[e

cies of tihe
tic part)
and he has
been an active and valued worker in its

North

Sixteenth

K.
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the well

known men

son, Kansas, no one conducts a

of Hutchin-

more

flour-

ishing business than does Charles Herbert
a dealer
Sweetser, who is eng
in real estate,

loans and general auditing and

adjusting of accounts.
The native home of Mr. S

where he was
horn on September 9. [849, his pan
ing Charles A. and Hester Ann (Jayne)
The grandfather of our subject
.

Idier in the

was Charles Sv
of [812.

who was born

came prominent

war

about 1793 and be-

in public affairs, a

member

of the legislature and a leader in politics.

His

fathi

hich re-
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mained

family through four generaSweetser snuff being an article of
commerce which has gained world-wide
fame.
Charles A. Sweetser. the father of our
subject, continued in the tobacco business
and became prominent and wealthy. In politics he was a stanch Whig, later becoming
a Republican, and although he declined poin the

tions, the

honors, his brother became well known
The mother of Mr. Sweetser
came of noted ancestry, her
serving
Chadwell,
grandfather, William
with distinction in the Revolutionary war,

litical

in that line.

of this sketch

and was brevetted for bravery. The two
children of this marriage were Charles Herbert and Susan A., the latter the wife of
Arthur B. Smith. This good mother died

given to this enterprise. He has also been
very successful in his real-estate business,
and has made several additions to the city,
the first one being the Sweetser & Medbury
addition and several others, and also has the
handling of a great deal of both city and
farming property. He handles a large per
cent, for non-residents and is thoroughly
equipped for this work.
He furnishes reports for eastern parties and is not only the
accountant of many companies and corporations here but is often called in that capacity
to other cities.
Much money is placed in
his hands by eastern parties for loaning purposes, and so thoroughly is he acquainted
with conditions that all of these are very
satisfactory.

been made the head of his department in a
commission house, and remained with the
same firm for three years, leaving them to
enter the tobacco business with his father,
where he continued for ten years. At that
date he came west to take charge of the
Sorghum Sugar Works, which he had contracted to manage and cover all expenses
for thirty thousand dollars a year, his figures
He cultivated
being later proved correct.
one thousand acres of cane and manufac-

On October 31, 1889, Mr. Sweetser was
married to Miss Amy May French, a daughter of Dr. J. T. French, and the three chilMary Louise,
dren of this union are
Charles Augustus and Susan Isabel. In
1890 our subject erected his handsome residence, which is one of the most attractive
in the city.
Dr. J. T. French, Mrs. Sweetser's father, was born in Labanon, Warren
county, Ohio, April 23, 1823. When three
months old his parents moved with him to
Shelby county, Indiana, where their nearest
neighbor was nine miles distant. He lived
on a farm there until he was nineteen years
old, when he began the study of medicine, and while thus engaged also taught
When twenty-one
school for seven years.
years of age he married Miss Mary Ann
At the
Crisler, of Shelby county, Indiana.
age of twenty-six years he removed with
his family, then consisting of his wife and
three children, to Marion county, Iowa,
where he devoted his entire time to the pracEight years
tice of medicine and surgery.
later he removed to Knoxville. Iowa, the
county seat of Marion count)', where he
started a drug store, of which he was the
This store he conducted for
proprietor.
twenty-seven years in connection with his
practice as a physician and surgeon. He has
lived in Knoxville and Marion county. Iowa,
continuously for fifty-three years, and has

employing one hundred
Two years were
men.

held the largest practice of any physician in
In 1864 he was commissioned
the county.

when our

subject

was

still

young, but his

father reached the age of eighty-four years.
gave up active business cares in 1875,
his present home is in Cliftondale, Essex

He

and

county, Massachusetts.
Mr. Sweetser, of this sketch, is noted as
being the only expert auditing accountant in
the state, and he has a reputation as one of
the most able men in Kansas in his line of

work. His early education was obtained in
common schools, and he then spent five
years in the Chauncy Hall military school
at Boston, Massachusetts, where he was prepared for college with a view to entering
upon die study of law, but on account of

the

impaired hearing he was obliged to relinquish his cherished ambition in that direction, realizing that a professional life could
Entering into business by the
not be his.
time lie was twenty-one years of age, he had

tured

and

it

into sugar,

twenty-five

:
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where he haengaged in farming am
raising and where he i- held in tin

by the president of the United States as examining surgeon for pensions and
position continuously until there wasab iard
of examining surgeons appointed and organized under Cleveland's first term as presi

lunty,

I

Successfully

esteem bj all who km >w him.
Mr. Spawr is
e of Illinois, having been horn where the city of
McLean
now
stands,
in
counBloomington
His
on the Kith of January, 1834.
ty,
;

Dr. French was made a member of
that b iard and has served thereby ith o mtinusince
with the exception of two years,
ously
and at this time is the president of the board

dent.

rion County Medical Association, the State
Medical Society and the American Medical
He is in
tion of the United State-.
ay-ninth year, and is thinking seriously of retiring from active profi

father,
ieorge Spaw
Westmoreland county. Pennsylvania; and
was of German lineage, being a so
entine Spawr, who was a soldier in the war
of [812. George Spawr was one of the first
settlers in McLean county, Illinois, where he
located in 1824, and was in active

life.

during the Black

of surgeons.

He

is

a

member

of the

<

Ma-

Mr. Sweetser has always been a Republican, but is not an active one, his business
absorbing his time, but be takes considerable
interest in the fraternal orders to which he
belongs, being connected with William Sut-

ried

is

one of the leading ones

in

Indian war.
of

He

Welsh de-

Kentucky, and they

became the parents of five sons and five
daughters, of whom two sons and two
daughters are living at the present time, our
ih and William
subject and his
having been soldiers in the war of the Re1

members

of Illinois regiments.
father of our subject died in Illinois,
lb
at the age of eighty-six years.
as

bellion,

The

with the Presbyterian church. Mr. Sweetser is held in high esteem in Hutchinson on
account of his business integrity, while his
family

Hawk

Rhoda Walden,

who was born

scent,

ton Lodge. A. F. & A. ML, of Ess<
past
ty, Massachusetts, of which he has been
master, and Reno Chapter. No. 34. R- A.. M.
is
family
the
of
connection
religious
The

life.

1

carpenter by trade, was a Republican in politics and was a member of the Methodist
Episcopal church, as was also hi- devoted
wife, who passed away at the age of sixty-

in social

'

three.

Charles W. Spawr was reared and eduin Franklin county of hi
at the age of twenty-four was

CHARLES W. SPAWR.

cated

and there

The American people will ever owe a
debt of gratitude to the brave hoys in blue
who followed the old flag on many a

united in marriage to

southern battlefield and offered their lives
of the repubThe stalic might he perpetuated.

church,

The

an.! services that the integrity

K.

Up-

who married

latter

was born

in

l'ennina

Mbberly.

Kentucky and died

at the age of thirty-live years, leaving seven
children" three of the sons having been soldiers in the Union army during the Civil

review is one of the veterans of the war
of the Rebellion, in which he made the rectins

ord of a valiant, faithful and loyal soldier,
and he is to-day one of the honored pioneer
citizens of Barber county. Kansas, having
seca well improved farm of eighty acres in
tion 17. Cedar township, his postoffice adHarper
in
located
He
dress being Sharon.
county in the year 1882, where he took up
a pre-emption claim, and there he continued
his residence until 1S99. when he came to

Mi— Mary

church, who was also a native of Franklin
county, and the daughter of William L. Up-

war. the young

William L.
Tennessee and was
where he
Illinois,
one of the early settlers in
passed the remainder of his life, dying at
Fort

Doiielson.

Tennessee.

Upchurch was born
'

the

age of

in

eighty-two years.

He was

a

of the Republican party from the
organization, and though beyond
time of
the age limit became a soldier in the war of

member

its
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the Rebellion, receiving a pension for his
services after the close of the war. He was
a mechanic by trade and vocation.
At Benton, Franklin county, Illinois, in
August, 1862, Mr. Spawr enlisted as a private in Company A, One Hundred and
Tenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, the regiment being commanded by Colonel Thomas
S. Casey, of Mount Vernon, while M. D.
Hogan was captain of our subject's company.
Mr. Spawr proceeded to the front
with his regiment and was in active service
until the close of the war, taking part in
many of the important conflicts of that sanguinary struggle, including the battles of
Perryville, Stone River, Chickamauga and
on to the sea with Sherman. He received
no serious injuries during his term of service,
but on one occasion was slightly
wounded below the left ear. He received
his honorable discharge at

New York

city

on the 30th of May, 1865, and then returned
to Illinois, locating at Lexington, in his na-

who became the wife of Dr.
and who died at the age

J.

M. Knapp,

of thirty-four

years, leaving four children, of

whom

three

are living at the present time.

JOHN

R.

John R. McKee

McKEE.

one of the leading
dental practitioners of Anthony and is also
the proprietor of the Montezuma Hotel, and
in

is

both lines of business activity his efforts

have been far-reaching and effective. The
Doctor was born in Armstrong county,
Pennsylvania, on the 3d of November, 1835,
and is a son of YY. W. and Martha (Price)
McKee. also natives of the Keystone state.
The paternal grandfather of our subject,
Thomas H. McKee, was one of the early pioneers of Armstrong county, having located
in that

commonwealth

in a

very early day,

when

old comrades, and signifies the same by holding membership in the post of the G. A. R.

the Indians and wild animals were still
numerous, and there engaged in trade and
traffic with the red skins.
He was a merchant tailor by trade, and was prominently

Kansas.
After the close of his honorable service
as a soldier of the Union army, Mr. Spawr
continued to reside in McLean and Livingston counties, Illinois, until the time of his
removal to Kansas, in 1882, and since his
removal to Barber county he has shown himself to be a progressive and public-spirited
citizen and has gained unqualified confidence
and esteem in the community. He is a Republican in politics, and has been prominent
in the affairs of the same in a local way,
having long served on the county central
committees in Illinois and Kansas, while his

identified with the early history of Armstrong county. V. W. McKee, the father
of him whose name introduces this review,
followed the tilling of the soil as a life occupation, and he, too, took an active interest in the public affairs of his locality.
In
1867 the family left their Pennsylvania
home for Lathrop, Missouri, where the father lived in quiet retirement until he was
called to the home beyond, passing away in
death in 1899, at the age of ninety-nine
years.
He became the father of five children, namely
Jennie, the wife of L. M.
James, of Kansas City, Missouri: Thomas

incumbency of the office of justice of the
peace covers a period of sixteen years. Of
the six children born to Mr. and Mrs. Spawr
three are living, namely: John Logan, a

H, a prominent farmer and stock man of
Clinton county. Missouri Lent, also an agAddie, the wife
riculturist of that county
of S. W. Johnson, of Oklahoma; and John
R., the subject of this review.
John R. McKee spent the early years of
his life on the homestead farm in Pennsylvania, and when twelve years of age accompanied his parents on their removal to Lathrop, Missouri, where he attended the common schools of the neighborhood until his

tive county.

He

retains his interest in his

at Attica,

resident of St. Louis', Missouri Kate, who
the wife of William L. Demint, of Barber county; and Charles W., Jr., also of
St. Louis.
The three deceased are: Robert E.. who died at the age of two and onehalf years; George L., who passed away at
the age of twenty-four; and Martha A. P.,
;

is

:

;

;
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teenth year.
sional

field,

ce

in

Desiring to enter the prohe became an attache of a

Lathrop

- he pursued the study of dentistry under competent instruction, and in 1876, at

the early age of twenty-one years, opened an
in his home town, where he remained
lie then took up his abode in
[879.
Denver, Colorado, where for two years he
ducted an extensive city practice, and on
the expiration of that period removed to
After a successful pracSabetha, Kansas.
tice of three years in the latter city he removed to Wichita, where he spent the following six years, and while there residing

until

became

interested in city real estate, but lost

heavily in the

boom and

collapse which fol-

McKee purchased
Hotel, of Anthony, which
modern, three-story brick build-

August, 1891, Dr.

In

Montezuma

the

three

.

midwaj

ited

portion of the
building was erected at a cost
of twenty-five thousand dollars, a- a firsthis

modern

class,

and the Doctor lias
refurnished it throughout
conducts it as an up-to-date
Every detail of the house IS under
hotel,

1

id

.and personally

onal supervision of the 1
nplished wife, and in this
hotel the traveling public can

now

Dr.

in all respects.

marked degree

lowed, twenty thousand dollars, the earnings
of many years of laborious toil, having
swept from him. About this time,
close application to his profession and the

ing the additional cares of the

worry and care incident
ness

don

completely

matter-

undermined

his

his

consequently a populai

in his

1

and by his skill
and painstaking method oi conducting his
in the dental profession here,

practice has estabished a reputation for reliable work which yields him more than a

patronage.

He

has kept thoroughly

'abreast of the times along the line

chosen calling, and has taken various
graduate courses in Kansas City.

I

name

of

>.

I

.

Sc

a skilled

of Pitts-

itt,

and

:

.

now conducted
McKee & Scott.

their practice

is

un-

Kansas, on the [9th of November, 1881, the marriage of Dr. McKee
and Miss Emma Hoops was celebrated. She
is a native of Wisconsin, while her parents
claimed Indiana as the state of their nativity.
Two children have blessed this union.
Daniel F., a student, and Wilma II., a talented and accomplished young lad)
perior musical ability and a student in one
In his social relaof the Wichita schools.
In Sabetha,

tions

1

local

profession Dr.

burgh, Pennsylvania,

Accordingly

1889 he took up his abode in the thriving v iung city >t Harper, where he followed
his chosen profession for the following five
years, on the expiration of which period he
came to Anthony, the county seat of Harper
county.
Shortly after his arrival in this
count) Dr. McKee became interested in agricultural pursuits and stock-raising on an
extensive scale, grazing from three hundred
to four hundred head of cattle and annually
ing from one hundred to two hundred
head. This venture, however, did not in any
way interfere with his extensive dental practice, which he has continued for over a
Since his arrival in
quarter of a century.
Harper county he lias occupied a front rank
in

:

Montezuma
with him

tated

I

practice in Wichita for a less ex-

acting one in a smaller place.

jrdial,

^

which makes the popular landord and
assum-

ality,

to his other busi-

health, and he therefore concluded to aban-

McK<

that refined court-

esy, together with a

ti

cl

charming
find what

Anthony,

in

house

class

sesses in a

>•

Dr.

McKee

is

a thirty-second-degree

wici

No.

2,

Anthony Commandery, and

per Chapter, No.

membership

2.

to Harand formerly he held

relations with the Ind<

Fellows and the Kni
He gives his political
support to the Democracy, but hi
been an aspirant for political honors
ccupied with his busitime has
ugh not a member of
lenomination he is a
liberal supporter of
nal church. <>f which his wife is a
Fraternity.

I
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worthy member.

commands

As

McKee
who know him

a citizen Dr.

the respect of

all

and hotel proprietor he enjoys the high honor of being
peer
of any in
conceded the acknowledged
Harper county.
and as

a dental practitioner

G. C.

A

BRAND.

prominent and representative citizen

of Kingman county, Kansas, one who for
seventeen years has been a resident of this
immediate 'locality, is G. C. Brand, who owns
a fine farm of three hundred and twenty
acres on section 16, in Richland township, in
close proximity to the

town

of Basil.

The birth of Mr. Brand was in Monongahela county. West Virginia, in 1848. and
he is a son of William A. and Elizabeth
(Davis) Brand, and a grandson of George
and Martha (Hart) Brand, all of these
names being familiar and respected ones in
both Virginia and Pennsylvania. A family.
of eleven children was born to William A.
Brand and wife and nine of these still surChristie Ann, Marshall,
vive, these being:
George C, Joseph L.. Martha, Mary Al-

meda, Fanny. William A..
ton.

The

Jr.,

and Thorn-

father of this family died at the

age of forty-seven, at his

home

in

West Vir-

where he had followed the trade of a
blacksmith. In politics he was a Republican
and through the Civil war had always upheld the Union. He was a man whose opinions bore weight on account of his upright
character.
He was a consistent member of
His widow still surthe Methodist church.
ginia,

many youths.
An adventurous spirit
brought him to the state of'Kansas, and for
five years he made his home in Chautauqua
county and engaged in the cattle business
on the trail between Kansas and Texas.
Those were exciting and dangerous days, as
the Indians were usually on the war path,
and Mr. Brand experienced many phases of
The trail was known
the life of a cowboy.
as the Great Cattle Divide and it was the
scene of many encounters between sti ickmen
and savages. Mr. Brand then moved into
Lcgan co-inty, where he lived for two years
and then came to Kingman county, where
he has been engaged in farming and cattle
His
farm of three hundred and twenty acres
shows over its whole extent the results of
the intelligent methods with which it is managed, by which it has been made one of the
most productive and valuable in Richland
Mr. Brand has appreciated the
township.
value of substantial and permanent improvements, has erected a fine residence and furnished it in modern style for the comfort of
raising for the past seventeen years.

his family, while his additional buildings are
it and the great volume of his
Mr. Brand has set out a large secand has realized handsomely from this enterprise.
In 1885 Mr. Brand was married to Nora
A. Compton, a young lady who was carefully reared in Virginia, the family home,
being a daughter of Henry and R. (Lowe)
Compton, the former of whom died at the
age of sixty-seven, and the latter at the age
of forty-five, both having passed their lives
They were most worthy and
in Virginia.

in

accord with

business.
tion in

fruit trees

cared for by affectionate relatives. She has
been a worthy member of the Methodist
church for many years.

valued members of the Methodist Episcopal
church. They reared a family of five children, the three survivors being Nora, Mollie
and Henry, and those who are deceased were
Tillie and Kate.
Two children have come
to comfort our subject and wife. Miss Bes-

George C. Brand grew up under his parand was taught his father's trade
and also assisted in managing the farm conHe received an
nected with the old home.
excellent education and when he started nut
in life for himself, which he did at the age
of twenty-one, was equipped far better than

is now a fair young maiden of sixand Claude, a bright and intelligent
youth of fourteen. Mrs. Brand is a member
of the Methodist Episcopal church, where
the family attend worship and to the support of which Mr. Brand is liberal.
The Populist party is the one in which

vives at the age of eighty years, living in
the retirement of her old home, beloved and

ents' care

sie,

who

teen,
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Mr. Brand sees the solution of many public
and he gives it his hearty supHis interest in educational matter?
port.
has caused his serving
board,
while fraternally he is a member of the
Knights and Ladies of Security. In almost
nue of business and espe dally in all
ive lines in
this township.
Mr.
Brand has shown an intelligent int<
one
the
>pular
favorites
his
of
of
•is
p
Socially he is frank and genial, and is ready
to meet every hand which is extended in
friendship.
His kindness to those
tunate than himself has extended to many
Subjects, and he has many friends who endifficulties

-1

tertain for

him

a

\

ery

warm

owned by

5-45

\\
Leever, om
of the township.
Afti
iid the latter removed to Vi
hut in
returned to Kansas and
a resident of Ottawa county.
Mr. Hamil

then

i

j<

<

(

".

.

lers

i

1

1

i

consist of one hun-

-

dred and sixty acre- of
ind, on which

fertile

may

and well im-

be seen

all

the

improvements and
be found on a well regulated farm, incuding
farm residence, which was
a commodious
erected at a cost of one thousand dollars,
large barns, feed lots and wind-mills. In his
pastures are also to be seen a tine grade of
cattle,
lie has one of the model
the township, and he i- making a su
.

i

|

•ions.

the
Ittawa county.
it red
of Mr. Hamilton and Miss Ruby
of
Indiana,
is
native
The lady
a
Coffield.
I:i

G.

M.

HAMILTON.

hut

The prominent and
whose name inl

citizen

influential

review

is

I

was reared and educated in the Sunis a daughter of John and
Mrs. Hamilton
Cora
children, as follow-:

flower state, and

a sue

>ttawa county, Kanowning a well improved farm on hvU":i
Logan town-hip. The facts relating to

cessfui agriculturist of

(

i

Nettie

Bennett.

8.

Charles and Catherine.
and wife have been born

He
his career and ancestrj are as follows.
was born in Randolph county. Missouri. November jo. [86o, a -on of William and Julia
Dailey) Hamilton, both of whom are now
deceased, passing away in Randolph counThey were the parents of live children.
ty.
namely: Mary Olive. Janey. Gomalia MorThe father was a
ris, William and B. J.
life-long farmer, and was a Democrat in his
The mother was a worthy
political views.
member of the Methodist Episcopal church.
G. M. Hamilton was left an orphan at
the early age of four years, and was reared
by a paternal uncle. Hezekiah Hamilton, his
educational advantages being those afforded
by the common school-; of his locality. He
was early taught the value of industry, and
much of his time during his youtl
voted to farm labor. He remained in Mis(

arrival in Ottaw;:
Kansas, which occurred in the fall
his first purchase of land being an eighty-

souri

until

Carrie

Raymond

IV.

Ruby
Unto our

Cosey,

sas,

Verne and Edith.

1

subject

Lloyd,
Paul l^-

six children

G.,

Millie.

:

Mr. Hamilton gives his
Democracy, and takes

political support to the

He has
an active interest in its welfare.
served as township constable, has been a
member of
many other
-,

nally he

the

the
office- of trust

and responsibil-

of which he has served

ity, in all

'action

is

a

of

member

all

:

cono

of the Indepen

Modern Bn

Mrs.

America.

Hamilton and her children

ai

the Presbyterian church.

LGE

BROWN.

his

acre tract west of
ever, he sold that

1

lelphos.

In

li

farm and purchased the

property on which he

now

resides,

it

being

I

pursuits in
county, was born

his at-

tention to agricultural

Lee
township. Reno
county. Iowa, in 1851. His paten
ther was a wealthy and influential
in
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citizen of

Maryland, and

at

his death left

to his son Richard, the grandfather of our

subject, forty-seven slaves.

The

latter,

who

was born near Baltimore, Maryland, took
these slaves to Pennsylvania and set them
free, but after regaining- their freedom manywere unable to provide for themselves and
depended upon Mr. Brown for their livelihood.
He was thus obliged to leave that
state, removing to Lee county, Iowa, where
spent
his remaining days. He was among
he
the very early pioneers of that locality, and
at that time Indians were still numerous
His son Charles, the father of our
there.
subject, was born in Fayette county, Pennsvlvania, and was married to Sarah Parks,
a native of Xew Jersey, and a member of a
prominent and distinguished family of that
commonwealth. Her father, Fred Parks, was
also one of the early pioneers of Lee countv, Iowa, where he purchased a tract of land
of a half-breed Indian, and in that state he,
Unto
too. spent the remainder of his life.
Mr. and Mrs. Brown were born ten children,
seven sons and three daughters, namely:

who died in infancy, Charles, Fred,
Richard, Nevada. Mary, Addie,
Minnie, and a babe, the sixth in order of
The mother of these chilbirth, deceased.
dren died in Lee county, Iowa, at the age
and is still survived by
years,
of forty-nine
George,

LeRoy,

Brown was united in marriage to Wealthy
Reeves, who was born in Fremont, Ohio,
was reared and educated in Iowa, to
which state her father had removed in 1848.
She is a daughter of Philip and Hannah
but

Reeves, both now deceased, the father having passed away at Mount Rosa, Iowa, in
1901, at the age of eighty-one years.

deceased; Frank. Wallace, Ed,'
Sarah, Wealthy, Anna, and three sons, John,
Charles,

William and James, who were soldiers in the
Civil war.
Mr. Reeves gave his political
support to the Republican part)-, and religiously was a worthy member and an active
worker in the Christian church. Our subject and wife became the parents of six children.
Gus, Ed, Anna, Charles, Bessie and
Leo.
The three eldest children died soon
after the removal of the family to this state.
Mr. Brown is identified with the Democratic
party on questions of national importance,

—

but at local elections votes independently of
party.
He has served as trustee and overseer of his township and also as school treasurer.
At all times a public-spirited and progressive citizen, he has ever borne his part

m the
in

work

his

At

the age of twenty-four

years

Mr.

in

improvement and development
city, and is now regarded
truest and best citizens.

adopted

as one of

her husband, who is one of the well known
and highly esteemed residents of that loIn 1850 he went to California with
cality.
ox teams, and now spends his winters in the

Golden state.
George Brown, the immediate subject of
this review, was reared on an Iowa farm,
and his youth and early manhood was spent
In 1S74
in a little log cabin in Lee county.
he left the state of bis nativity and came to
Kansas, and on section 33, Roscoe township,
Reno county, he now owns two hundred and
forty acres of the finest land to be found in
He has placed his
the Sunflower state.
fields under a high state of cultivation, has
planted a beautiful grove and orchard, and
has further added to the value and attractive appearance of his place by the erection
of good and substantial farm buildings.

They

were the parents of the following children

its

SAMUEL

HIRST.

For thirty years the name of Hirst has
been associated with the profession of photography in Hutchinson, and the artistic
studio of

now

Samuel Hirst, of

this review, is

located at No. 32 North*

was born

Main

street,

Darlington. Lafayette county, Wisconsin, October 18. 1864, his parents
being George and Elizabeth (Betborough)
Hirst, both of whom were natives of England, in which land they were reared and
Immediately after the Civil war
married.
they emigrated to the United States, arriving in 1S65. They first located in Chicago
and thence removed to Janesville, Wisconsin,
after which they took up their abode at Darlington.
There the father engaged in the
lie

in
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manufacture of furniture, although he was
In
an architect and artist by profession.
Rem o >unty, Kansas, and
c nui.' t(
secured a homestead and timber claim, each
1

1

southwest
quarter of section 6, Lincoln township. The
same season lie opened a photographic and
In March, 1873,
art studio in Hutchinson.
his family arrived in Reno county from Wisconsin and took up their abode upon the
farm, while the father divided his time between the cultivation of his land and his
studio. He continued the dual business until
1883, when his son Samuel succeeded him
prising

of eight)

in

the latter

where

farm,

the

and the father
his

sister Man was associated with him in the
ownership and conduct of th<
[872 he removed to in- pr<
has very o >mrm idious and
quarters, twenty-five by one hundn
This is divided into six rooms, splendidly
furnished and equipped with all the latest
improved devices known t" the photi
art.
Aside from the conduct of hii
1

,

he has also dealt to a considerable extent in
ite, handling both city and country
property, and he has purchased and imlis
our residences in Hutchinson.
present home, at X". 402 Avenue
I

ted by him in [888.
It was on the 20th of
tetober, of the preceding year, that Mr. Hirst was united in
marriage to Miss

retire

death occurred

i?47

July 25,

<

1" his political views he was a Dem1897.
ocrat after becoming a naturalized citizen of
America, and in Lincoln township in the

They

he served as a justice
His wife still survives him
of the peace.
In their
et living in Hutchinson.
Hannah, the
family were seven children:

now have one

wife of John Eden, of Hutchinson; George,
a resident farmer of Lincoln township; Samuel Frederick, who follows agricultural pursuits in Center township. Reno county: William, who operates the old homestead in Lincoln township; Marv, who died in Darlington. Wisconsin; and Mrs. Lily Woodard,

of LT nited Workmen and the Fraternal Aid.
while in his political belief he i- a v

daughter. Lilah Maudi
Hirst is connected with the
Masonic lodge and Reno Chapter, R. A. M.,

later years of his life

ternally

Mr.

I

;

who

died in Hutchinson, in
el
Hirst -pent the

GEOK'
Many

iNNj.
first

became

nine years

and then came
There were
in Hutchinson at that time
and the Studio which his father opened was

of his

life in

the

with his pare:
only two stores

Badger

of

state

liable

dio of his sister Mary, and
Hutchinson assisted his father in

to

prestige that

is

a
indeed enviable. His interest

in all matters pertaining to the public wel-

I

fare has made him a most valued citizen,
and as a brave and loyal soldier his record
is one of which he has every re.-

proud.

tl

he had read
years, when he became his father's successor
and
e conducted the busii
til

ted at the site

in

|

;

coming

and enterprising

Time has but brightened his reputation
circles, and among the n
tive men of the locality has given him

d place of business in that city. Our
,ursued his education in the public
of Hutchinson and later continued

after

identified with the interests

Ittawa county, and during all this
known as one of the

he has been

is.

ies in the private school of
McBride. He began the study of photography in Darlington. Wisconsin, in the stu-

(

rER.

years have p

now

oc-

cupied by the hardware store of Waite &
Irmess, on North Main street, and there conDuring that time his
tinue! until 1880.

tive of the state of

Maryland, Mr.

Frederick county. Aua member of a prominent old southern family of that state. His
father. Tohn S. Motter. also claimi
land as the state of his nativity, and the
latter's father. Henrv Motter. was born of

Motter was born
[844. and

in

is
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German

soldier he was honorably discharged on account of disability and returned to his home
in Missouri, where he again resumed the
quiet duties of the farm.
In 1883 he came
to the Sunflower state, taking up his abode
in Ottawa county, and in section 32, Sherman township, he now owns two hundred
and eighty acres of fertile and well improved land. He has placed his fields under a high state of cultivation, which annually return to the owner a handsome profit
for the care and labor he bestowes upon
them, and in his pastures are found a high
grade of stock. His is one of the valuable
homesteads of the county, and among the
leading and influential agriculturists of Ottawa county he has long occupied a conspicuous place.
When twenty-three years of age Mr.
Motter was united in marriage to Miss Margaret Loudermilk, who was born in Virginia, but was reared and educated in Lewis
county. Missouri.
She is a daughter of
Jacob and Juliette Meadows) Loudermilk,
both of whom passed away in Missouri.
Two of their sons. Allen and Stewart, were
Union soldiers during the Civil war. an the
former died of yellow fever in Texas, whi e

parents and died in Maryland. John
Motter chose Mary Ann Smith as a a >mpanion and helpmate on the journey of life,
and she was also born in that commonwealth.
She died in Maryland and was
buried at Middletown, that state, in the cemS.

etery of the

German Reformed

church, of

which she had long been a member. At her
death she left seven children, namely
John
C, Ed S.. Mary Ann, George Rufus. William Henry, Joseph Ezra and Cecilia Alcelia.
The eldest son, John C, died in Baltimore,
Maryland, and was also laid to rest in the
German Reformed churchyard at Middle:

town. The second son, Ed S., died at Little
Rock. Arkansas.
He was a prominent
physician and surgeon, and during the Civil
war served as a Confederate soldier under
General Lee. He had charge of a southern
hospital, and was captured by the Union
forces near his old home at Boonsboro,

Maryland.

Another

William Henry.
memorable struggle. For his second wife Mr.
Motter chose Martha (Lewis) Rudesell, and
two children were born unto that union,
Antoinette and Minnie J. The father of this

was

son,

also a faithful soldier during that

family was called to his

final rest at

(

1

the ripe

old age of eighty-one years.

His political
support was given to the Democracy, and if
the Baptist church he was a worthy and zealous member. His social relations connected
him with the Masonic fraternity.
George R. Motter, whose name introduces this review, accompanied his parents
on their removal to Missouri when fourteen

the latter

i

years of age. When the trouble arose between the north and the south he valiantly
offered his services for the preservation of
his loved southland, becoming a member of
Company A, Third Missouri Cavalry, in
1861.
He served under Colonel John M.
Glover and Captain Howland. his military
period covering two and a half years, an 1
during that time he proved a faithful defender of the cause which he espoused.
His
regiment was engaged in fighting bushwhackers and guerrillas throughout Missouri
and Arkansas, and for a time Mr. Motter
also served under Colonel Woodgard. After
two and a half years of faithful service as a

now makes

his

home

in

Carlton,

Illinois.
Another son, William, served in
the Confederate army during that struggle,
was captured and parole at Yick-burg, after
which he enlisted in the United States service and was employed on a gunboat until the
He now resides in Texas
close of the war.
1

i

Missouri.
Seven children have
blessed the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Motter, five of whom still survive, namely Nora
count)',

:

Eva Cooper,

Bertie Rector, Elizabeth Schlotz and Charles.
John, the third
of
birth,
was called to the
child in order
Bartley,

home beyond

at the age of twenty-four, and
Ida died at the early age of fourteen years.
The Republican party receives Mr. Motter's
hearty support and co-operation. In his social relations he is a member of LaMar Post,
No. 350, G. A. R., in which he has held a

number

of offices. His religious preference
indicated by his membership in the Methodist Episcopal church. In all the varied re-

is

lations of life

he has ever been found true

BIOGRAPHICAL
and faithful
and iM man

to the

reposed

trusts

in

him,

in the community is held
higher regard than George R. Motter.

in
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Columbus,

From

MX

If.

II.

bravery

and of valor have been the theme of song
and story, have formed the basis of all history and are the central point of all fiction.
\

as

human

nature exists people will

he stirred by the stor

as

by the hero who upon the

shown

of battle

field

stands for the protection of hi- country, of
In the an\merica there arc
>und m
greater heroism and endurance than were
fi

displayed In the troops who have defended
the frontier against the Indians, who in their
Savage treachery would have butchered the

women and

Among

children as

r

number is Captain
Tucker, who participated in some

the men.

this

most severe engagements ever fought with
the red men. and the people of western Kansas should ever hold him in grateful remembrance for his service and honor him for his
deeds.
And this is done. He is uniformly
respected, and as a young man expressed it.
"I feel like taking off

my

1

for

:

t,i

four

for three years as a

hat to that

third

of birth, was educated
schools of his native county and enteacher.
in the dis-

'

Illinois

of

Company

E,

Ihio,

In

Infantry

a-

lieutenant.

first

until almost the close of the

remaining

war.

[866, Captain Tucker came to
and settlcM near Tiscott on a claim,

April,

Kansas
where he

built a cabin and improved his
first year he made a good crop,
Indians were committing depreda-

The

land.

bul

the

were

the settlers

d

li

-lit the red men.
Returning he found his crop destroyed by catlie theretle which had been left at large,

fore

had

1

made

that he

a living

by hunting

I

year was a repetition of the first.
In August, [868, there was a general uprising of the Indians, who did much dam:

became
About the nth
nd a party was organized
•hem at Fort Ilarker. on the 25th
••
of the
list.
About -

age.

man

I meet him."
Captain Tucker is a native of Ohio, born
on a farm near Westfield, in 1839. lie 1- a
son of Ira Allen and Susan (Pringle)
Tucker. The father was horn in Windsor.
Vermont, about 1799, while the mother, a
native of Pennsylvania, was of English and
French descent. Eleven children v
of their union, ten of whom reached years of
maturity.
The Captain, who is the second

member

remaining until the battle
He was disabled for
about eighteen months and then went to
Cairo. Illinois, where he recruited a company
Fortyand. joined the One Hundred and
Thirty-firsl

of Pittsburg Landing.

I

whenever

trict

at
used
weeks, after which

ervice under
McClellan before they hardly knew how

his principles or of the helpless.

helpless

>,\

months, although they had only enlisted for
three months, and then returned home, hut
on the same day Captain Tucker r<

TUCKER.

the earliesl

I]

Zanesville for a couple

"right

i

(
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:

Indians attacked a wagon train and
men were badly wounded, while the
eded in getting away with
Two days later they made
sixty-five mules.
an attack on Sheridan, then the terminus of
the Union Pacific Railroad Company, killing
of the

Mexican
train

and

party of

The organized

killing four people.

men

followed then
rthwest from Sherid

tered upon his business

1861 he enlisted in the Union army at
Gilead. Ohio.— the day that Fort
Sumter was tired upon, becoming a member of Company G. Twentieth Ohio InThe troops
Captain Rigby.
were mustered in on the Oth of May. at
In

Mount

•take the
Captain Tucl
selected by Lieutenant

nephew
in the

I

of

sa
'

Fred

the fifty

men

F.eecher.

a

Henry Ward Peecher.
service to fighl
rty

ws

>

1

5

S.
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E.

Stillwell,

manche

Jack."'

known as "Cothe ioth of September

afterward

On

thousand hoofs the shouting of the guards
the yells of the Indians resounding over
hills and valleys
all this conspired to make
the event tragic beyond description.
The
mules belonging to the troop were galloping at breakneck speed, followed closely by
the Indians and proceeding up the valley
and over the hills were soon beyond rifle
:

—

the troop left Fort Wallace, Colonel Forsythe in command, Lieutenant Beecher sec-

ond

command and

Dr. Moore, a citizen,
as surgeon.
They started out to encounter
a band of two hundred and fifty or three
hundred Indian warriors reported by scouts
to be in the country within a range to the
north ui" eighty miles.
The trail led westward toward the Arickaree, a branch of Republican river.
They camped on an island
in the Arickaree, then in Colorado, near the
in

unloaded anil turned out to graze; the
hordes were unsaddled, picketed and placed
in charge of sentries; camp-fires were kindled; rations distributed and eaten with a
relish which only frontiersmen have.
The

The

ab-

sence of life impressed them that the presence of the invading troop was known t<
the red man, yet the red man's presence was unknown to the troop. Guards
>

were

stationed

strict

watch

in
every direction and
kept
during the night to
prevent
surprise
or
the
stampede of
stock. They were in the river bed, which was
dry.
Early in the evening Indian scouts
had discovered their camp, and protected by
the hills, made a complete reconnoissance
of the camp, sentinels, stock and equipments,
and then communicated the facts which
they had learned to their chiefs.
plan
of attack was arranged' to be carried out at
early dawn.
These facts were learned

A

from Ben Clark, an Indian scout. Thus
while the soldiers were sweetly sleeping after their fatiguing miarch of the da v. the
wily red men were putting on their war
paint and silently
gathering under the
leadership of their respective chiefs, anxiously awaiting the dawn to trample the
invading foe into the dust. Just at break
of day on the 17th of September the alarm
was given by the sentinels firing and calling. "Indians! Indians!"
In an instant all
was pandemonium; the clattering
a
1'

same way.

onslaught

westward boundary of Kansas-. A few
scouts were sent out in advance and were
followed by the command. The mules were

old scouts realized the situation.

Some

of the horses also escaped in
In another moment another
with unearthly yell and war
whoop of the savages seemed to shake heaven and earth.
The valley w'as alive with
naked warriors, painted and mounted for
battle.
These reckless messengers of death
consisted
of
Cheyenne,
Arapahoe and
Sioux. Every man realized that to advance
was certain death and that retreat was impossible.
Onward came the savages in
wild disorder, firing and shooting arrows
in utter recklessness.
"Fire!" The command rang out along the line and in an instant the roar of muskets rose above the din
of savage yell. Painted warriors reeled and
fell, bleeding and dying
upon the sand.
Valley after volley was poured into the savage foe. Horses, freed of riders, frenzied
with fear or smarting from wounds, rushed
over the pits and through the ranks of the
enemy, trampling on the dead and dying,
adding tragedy to the scene. In confusion
they began to retreat, gathering dead and
dying, as is the custom of Indians in warfare, and this cost many a brave his life, as
he was a mark for the unerring sharpshoot-

shot.

the

ers.

day.

The attack was renewed from day to
The surgeon was badly wounded and
wounded

died during the day, wdhle other

—

and dead lay thick about them half of the
little band being included in the number.
The Americans remained there until the
ninth day.
Worn and weary with continuous fighting, watching and fasting, with ammunition almost exhausted, they felt that
tiie end had surely come, when over the hills
arose a dark line O'f mounted men, riding at
full speed.
Each trooper grasped his rifle,
preparing for the final struggle. The rising s U n threw its golden sheen across the
landscape and the glitter of saber and car-
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revealed

bine

to

Two

of relief.

the

besieged

the

coming

HUM),

Jack Sti
Pete Trudell, had crawled awaj
in
the
darkness d nighl and sui ceeded in their
prrand of revealing to th<
their po1

sition.

to Salina, where he engaged in the practice
Of law, having been admitted to the bar in

1867, and in the meat
office in

Men who

faltered not in battle vvepl

1870
born

dren and

emb

a

arted

The

friend's.

strewn with the dead bodies
the air freighted w ith the

gr und
of

was

Indians,

1551

had been married

Woodstock county,

in

:

the

\v<

Illinois, in

Man

daughter of Southron and

ph_\

[ngersol, natives of

i

father

is

tcated

unded troopers

and

1

si

approach of the si ildiers cai
in sympathy.
Captain Tucker
ong the wounded and has suffered
from the effects of his injuries up to the
present time.
fe gave the best pa
-

1

this tragic event.

When

the Indians were quelled the Cap-

tain returned to his claim, after receiving
treatment for his wounds at Fort llarker,
but wild rumors came that Indians were killsettlers

and the

soldi.

their uprisings.

to quell

in

the latter

They attacked

a

1

there.

and

Captain Tucker went to Ellsworth
telegraphed
Governor Harvey for

Burlingame, his private

troops.

-•

answered that Governor Harvey ha
of the troubles and was en r<
Captain Tucker met him at the ti
and when he related the heart-rending
scenes, the chief executive wept like a child.
He commissioned the Captain to recruit a
body of men and proceed to the invaded
settlement.
He wrote the commi
the head of a barrel at the depot, making

11.

curred

J.

teacher of

1

Her

two

Ingersoll, w<

county

in that

in

J. II.

[873.

[nger-

was county clerk at the time the county
was organized, being appointed to the po-

His death occurred
Mrs. Tucker, a most
highly cultured and educated lad;
Review, a weekly paper, which she
Through its
has conducted since 1873.
sition by the governor.

Their

18:

column-

sister,

-

si

Populist party.

entertaining

who

gate-

the principles of the

aided

in

forcible

r,

E

well

writer,

journalistic duties.

qualified

for

She was one of the

and
her
dele-

Populist

•

•

and in
r
Kentucky and
did cam-

to lecture in

paign work in Indiana and

and capable woman,
would, grace any social function, while her
and strong mentality w<

ligent

and established headquarters on Spillman
General Sherman remarked
battle of Arickaree that it- was
on record where any one lived
story.
He said that he would see that the

Mrs. Tucker

itain

to its intellectual ton<
h

whom

creek.

every man killed r
ston, in recognition
of their unflinching
bravery. After several months' service Captain Tucker disbanded his men. but they
were never discharged.
In the winter of 1879 the Captain went

alsi

Salina.

in

and A.

sol

clear mind,

if

Iler

vers and took an active part in the
.1
county.
The latter there
attorney and his ,\

him a first lieutenant. In ten days Captain
Tucker organized a body of sixty-five men

:

Mur-

1

I

the

in

pi

school

id

brothers.

in

settlement in the Spillman creek valley and
and killed several of the settlers

i

tged in teaching

eye to weep

life to

1

the high school of

in

without aid or shelter and their cry of joy
at the

!'.

1847,

New York.

cousin of Robert

a first

in

who was

[ngersol,

tte

<

ing flesh

ed a land

:

I

t"

horn

in

n

are yet

and

nine children,

living.

All

were

Ottawa county, nam*

a farmer;

Susan

E..

tl

a music teacher residing

in

Helen Ida, wl

Minneapolis;
;

I., a teacher at Oak Hill, Kansas;
Charlotte M.. who i-

Marian
H.;

II.

R.. a printe

ard Andrew and William
family H. H. Tucker

1

leading
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young business men of Minneapolis. He
was born in April, 1878, in Ottawa county, and was educated in the high school of
Minneapolis, after which he took a business
course in Spaulding's College, in Kansas
City.
After returning home he read law
under the direction of his father and in 1899
bought the real-estate business of Charles
Fairfield, beginning on a capital of fifty-two
He has built up a profitable busidollars.
ness by close attention and the possession of
those qualifications necessary to success. He
deals in real estate, rents property, carries
on an insurance business and negotiates

loans on farm and city property. He also
deals in eastern as well as Kansas farm

A

exemplary young man he is not
only prominent in business but in all life's
relations commands respect by reason of his
lands.

genuine worth and his fidelity to principle.
A member of the Methodist Episcopal
is a librarian in the Sunday-school

church he

and treasurer of the Epworth league. His
father having been disabled in battle and
thus incapacitated for providing for the
family in the liberal manner which he
would have liked to do, the son did not have
superior educational advantages, but in his
endeavor to work his way upward he has

THOMAS

Thomas A. Dilley is a farmer of Rice
county, residing in Sterling, and is very
prominent in public affairs, his fitness for
leadership being acknowledged in his selection for

political

career there

wrong nor

trusts

falls

suspicion of

and respon-

ren county, Illinois,
ther,

no

shadow of

evil.

Mr. Dilley was born

in Roseville,

May

William Dilley, was

War-

His fa1843.
a native of Mer-

7,

Pennsylvania, born September
and the grandfather of our subject
was Lewis Dilley, whose birth occurred in
cer county,

8.

181

1,

New Jersey, about 1786, while his death occurred in Mercer county, Pennsylvania,
about 1862.
He was twice married, first
wedding a Miss Cooper, by whom he had
five
children.
After the death of the
mother the grandfather married a Miss
Elliott and they became the parents of six
sons and two daughters, of whom William
Dilley

was the

eldest.

Four of the children

marriage had families and lived
The grandfather of our
to advanced age.
subject was a fanner by occupation and to
that pursuit reared his children. William

valuable knowledge not to be acin books.
He has done much for his
father's family and now owns the comfortable home which they occupy, while his
realty possessions also include several other

of the

residences in Minneapolis.

work

of patriotism, loyalty and courage.

numerous public

sibilities.
In all of the offices which he has
been called upon to fill he has discharged his
duty with careful consideration of the trust
reposed in him and for the work which he
should execute, and over the record of his

gained
quired

Captain Tucker has held various offices
in the county.
In 1867 he was elected
county superintendent and in the same year
he organized, nine school districts. He was
county commissioner soon afterward anil
has also filled the position of county attorney, while in 1S67 he acted as mayor of the
city. He is now manager of the paper which
his wife edits and he holds the office of police judge and practices in all the courts.
He is highly respected and revered by many
for his bravery and consequent suffering,
and such a record of his should thrill all
whose hearts are not dead to the sentiments

DILLEY.

A.

first

Dilley also

becoming

identified

with

the

When he had arof tilling the soil.
rived at years of maturity he married Miss
Mary Axtell, of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, the wedding taking place in that
The lady was
county, October 24, 1S33.

born August 17, 1814, and was a daughter
of Joseph Axtell. who was twice married,
his first union being with Miss Eunice Tuttle, by whom he had five children, while by
the second marriage he had twelve children.
With the exception of one son, who died at
the age of two years, all of the members of
While en
the first family were married.
route to a new home in Illinois the grandfather of our subject died, passing away at
He
Danville, on the 17th of May, iS;i.

RAPHICAL
was making the journey westward
William Dilley, the father of our

lie joined the

I

1

•

1883
voted to agricultural pursuits and his daily
conduct was permeated by his
1

l

For fort) five ye
of the Congregational church
Faith.

after

coming

a

-

in Illinois,

and

to Sterling he occupied a simi-

church of his denominawhich occurred Septem
her 3, 1897, when he was eighty-six years of
His had been a Strong and
age.
!.
in which he experienced little illness.
His wife passed away in in February. [886, al the age of seventy-five
years, and was laid to rest in Cottonwood
cemetery, where the remains of her husband
tion until his death,

They had

ten children,

namely

:

who was born July 29, 1834, and
died at the age of fifteen years; Lewis, who
was born in 1836 and died in [846; Eunice.
Joseph A.,

who was born

in

[839 and became the wife

of John Ri
farmer in '
tamie county. Iowa; Margaret, the wife of
.!

1

!

William Morningstar, of Roseville, Illinois;
V. of this review
Ruth
wife of W. 11. Swagger, of Mercer county,
Pennsylvania: William M.. a farmer and
stockman of Wellsford, Kansas; Amanda,
who died in childh
1: Mrs. Man' J. Gordon, who died, leaving one son; and Charles
Sumner, who died in 1857, when only a year
;

rebuilt

Missouri,
attached

I

army

to

(

iencral

I

to

Louis,

S;.

marched across
aided

down

thence

the Mississippi
Missouri, whence it

Commerce,

to

river

New Madrid and

to

planting the battel

in

that place.

With

there

ii

command Mr.

his

Dilley

aided in cutting the canal around Island
After it- reorganization he went
No. 10.
with General Pope's ami}- to
!arri-burg.
Tennessee, and took part in the
I

-

Corinth,

Mississippi.

In

the

[862 he repaired the railroad to Jackson and
Memphis, Tennessee, and in the fall ami
aired the Mississippi

Central railro;
when- with hithe time of \

command

he was located at

Springs.

was

the

regiment

of Corinth, on the 3d and
let
jth of
:ntly the
Union forces with which Mr. Dilley was
at the battle
1

the railroad

Ten

us,

to

from JackKentucky.

Men
|

down

Young's

the

Mississippi

river

to

They

I

planted the batter-'- on the
the city and then retired up the river to
Grand Lake, where they made a levee and

company organizing
He was mus-

This ener.
dure and they

at Prairie City, that state.

Regiment of the

West, at Central. Missouri, on the 18th of
August. i86r, and in Fel ruary.
regiment was consolidated with the Twentyfifth Regiment of the Missouri Volunteers.

It

Fremont's

I

ceeding

Roseville. Illinois, the

[861.

in

der General Price.
[is command sp
[861-2 in getting out timber-,
building bridges and fortifying th(
against the approach of the Confi

and then went

tered into the Engineers'

le

to operate against

Ordinary common-school edu<
uiug his studies until the time of his

ment in the Civil war. On the 4th of August. 1861, he left the farm and joined the
volunteer company which was raised at

1

being always*

sick,

tl

Sedalia,

tative of the family in Sterling, received the
enlist-

1

t!

found at his post of duty, faithful to his
country and thi
with the First Battalion of th<

-on.

Dilley. the pre

I

ears' term.

connected opened

old.

Thomas A.

as a private,

was very fortunate in
wound- and was never

deacon

lar position in the

also repose.

army

subject,

country to Illinois in 1S4
and owned two quarter sections of land in
Warren county. After long years of residence there lie disposed of his pro]
le

in

HIS'i

of the

where

to Memphis
Memphis and

the

the line
railroad,

!

summer

in

getting out
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doing other similar work. In the fall of
1803 they repaired the railroad east from
Corinth almost to the Tennessee river in order that Sherman's army might then go
On the
from Memphis to Chattanooga.
last of December. 1S63, they went from
Corinth to Memphis and on by boat to
Cairo, Illinois, and up the Ohio river to
Southland. Kentucky, where they spent
the memorable Xew Year's day of 1864.
Afterward they went up the Cumberland
river to Nashville, Tennessee, where the
Engineer Regiment of the First and TwenInfantry was
ty-fifth Missouri Volunteer

name of the First
Missouri Engineer Regiment. Company C of
the old organization making Company B.
After the reorganization was effected the
regiment built the railroad from Nashville
to Johnsonville and the Tennessee river,
which work occupied the summer and included the building of the block houses in
order to protect the railrad. The regiment
then returned to Nashville, where on the
expiration of the term of his enlistment, the
members of the regiment were mustered out.
Those who re-enlisted went with Sherman
consolidated, taking the

on

his

march

died

December

20.

Kansas, settling on a farm of
of which is now within
the corporation limits of the town, and is
occupied by the Missouri Pacific railroad
depot and the Sterling Salt Works, while
many residences have also been built on the
place.
He has another farm of eighty acres
and has given to his son a farm which lies

to Sterling,

sixty acres,

much

just across the

Arkansas

river.

In his busi-

ness affairs he has prospered and is now
the possessor of a comfortable competence.
In his political views he is a stanch Republican and has seiwed as assessor and superviof of his township in Illinois, while in
Sterling he has been township trustee for
and has been a member of the

three terms

to the sea.

After his military services were ended
Mr. Dilley returned to his native and was
married on the 21st of April. 1868, in
Macomb. Illinois, to Miss Margret Gordon,

who

Dickey, of Oil City, Pennsylvania. Samuel
resides in Pratt county, Kansas.
Nancy
J. is the widow of John West, of Millbrook, Pennsylvania, and Mrs. Dilley and
Sarah E. Condit are the younger members
of the family.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dilley
has been born one child, Condit W., whose
birth occurred January 27, 1878, in Roseville, Illinois, where Mr. Dilley resided from
his birth until 1883, being at one time the
owner of the old home farm there. In the
year mentioned he sold the place and came

J.

1870.

Their

in-

away. On the 13th of
March. 1873. Mr. Dilley was again married, his second union being with Caroline
M. Condit, who was born in Mercer county,
Pennsylvania, a daughter of William and
Margaret (Gordon Condit, both of whom
are now deceased. Nine of their eleven children are now living-: Rev. George G. Con-

fnt child also passed

council for four terms and for two
terms was mayor of the city.
Socially he
is connected with Meade Post, Xo. 14, G.
A. R., of which he has been commander, and
also belongs to the Congregational church.
In all of life's relations he is known and
honored for It is sterling worth and is justly
regarded as one of the most influential and
prominent men of the community.
city

)

dit,

the eldest,

is

the pastor

of

the

Presbyterian church, of Fairfield. Iowa.
Fairfield Presbyterian church of Mercer
county, Pennsylvania, held its one hundredth anniversary in September, 1890. The
Condits were among the founders of that
church and the Rev. Ira Condit. the great
uncle, was one of the pasters, serving from
18 4 to 1836.
America, the second member of the familv, is the widow of Thomas
field

The

1

MARTIN

J.

M. SESSLER.

Fair-

A fact of which due recognition is not
usually accorded in connection with the commercial history of the wonderful metropolis
of the west is that to no foreign element is
its

presence due in so large a measure as

to those

who have had

their nativity in or

trace their lineage to the great empire of
Germany. Among those who left the fatherland" to identify themselves with

Amer-
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and

Lean life

waj

their

institutions,

to the front

who have pushed

is

Martin

J.

M.

He

now

terprise

in

in 1877, and he determini
main in this portion of the countn
had received favorable
its rapid
development and its possibilities. He there-

or a short time in Buffalo, whence,
removed to Lake county, Illi-

fore took a

s,

ddier's claim

Union township. Barton

tract of land, giving his attention to agri-

which oc-

;

resumed his farm work. With the capital
which he bad acquired through his own efhe purchased a small tract of land in
township. Lake county. Illinois,
Later
there.
advantage and pura rich tract of land in Warren townLasalle county, Illinois, which he disIn that year he
f prior to 1871.

1

county,

Kansas,

comprising one hundred and sixty
During the first year lie bui
by twenty- four feet and

where he became engaged in farming.
there owned and cultivated a valuable

nois,

curred when be was in middle life,
Their
died at the age of sixty-five years.
children were Jacob, Louisa, Lena. John.
Martin J. M. and Barbara, all of whom
grew to mature years, while other members
of the family died in childhood.
Mr. Sessler, of this review, began his
business career as a farm hand, working for
seventy-two dollars per annum. After the
first year,
however, he received increased
id as his age and strength enabled
do more work bis pay was proporHe saved his money
tionately increased.
and thus gained a start in life. In
led to the call of his adopted country
for aid and enlisted in the Thirl
Illinois Infantry, serving for ten and a half
months.
He then returned to 1"

ai

in

•

[853, he

forts

yard

with a
Mr. Weirheim, a partnership which was
maintained for one year, when he
;ler and a brother mi

1

cultural pursuits until his death,

the enterprise to his partner
'.rick

I

He

business

in

1

1

Mr. Sessler was born in Baden, Germany, May 24, 1836, a son of Adam and
Joanna Brandenburger) Sessler. The father came to the United States in 8
his son Jacob and visited L'tica. Rochester
and Buffalo, Xew York, and was favorabl)
impressed with the country and its appearance, so on returning to his native land he
then brought his family to the new world,
in

engaged

along that line, but the work was
genial to him, and, in connection with a Mr.
Voss, he established a brick yard on Chicagi avenue, >n the n< >rth branch of the Chicago river. After three years ..i
fill business in that line he sold his interest

that of

Sessler.

He

for teamsters in the city.
i

and

a retired farmer and through his enand ability has done much to win
for this favored region of Kansas the high
reputation which it enjoys and deserves.

is

demand

and w

the land of their birth
their adoption,

go,,d

'555

-,

when

this primitive

pioneer dwelling was replaced b.
residence, which is still standing.
I

acres.

He

has

also erected barns and substantial outbuildings and has planted fruit and shade trees
until
erty.

he

now

has a fine and desir.
first year he n

During the

>rn,

or a yield

thirty-five bushels to the acre.

purchased a quarter section of

In
railr

he townshi]
county, on which some improvements had
been made by L. Vandiverl, a small house
bad been erected and some of the land had
Id his first

farm

and purchased an adjoining
township.
ous buil

On

this tract

he erected numer'

structure and

planted fruit and shade trees and carried on
agricultural pursuits with
hay and grain and also making the

Newport

and began farming

valuable

1

ship,

wing that there was a

ed and in 1000 still another of the same
In 1S99. however, he
size was purchased.
retired from business life and now rents his
ie erected his present
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modern house

now enjoying

in'

Ellinwood, where he

is

a well earned rest.

Mr: Sessler was united in marriage to
Miss Joanna Eule, a daughter of Godfrey
Eule.
She was born in Prussia, Germany,
where their parents spent their entire lives.
Mr. and Mrs. Sessler have become the parents of the following children
Mary, who
married a Mr. Snyder and has one son,
:

Lena, who is the wife of Louis
Hagen and has four children, Bertha,
Charles, Maude and Beatrice; Barbara,
who is the twin sister of Lena, and is
the wife of Edward Drake, by whom
she has four
children,
Mary, Beatrice,
Gladys and Gertrude; John, a farmer,
who married Miss Kate Fuse and has
Everett

:

two children living, Eddie and Retta,
and one deceased, Edward; Charles, who
married Miss Rosa Kaufman and follows
farming; Louisa, deceased; and Louis, who
is

a student.

Mr. Sessler was for a short time a memMower Post, No. 95, G. A.
R., and is a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which he has taken the Knight
Templar degrees, while his two sons are
also identified with the lodge. His life illustrates in no uncertain manner the possibilities which lie before young men of determined purpose in this land of the free. With
energies guided by sound judgment one can
work his way upward, for here ability and
worth are recognized and effort finds its just

ber of General

reward.

J.

Among

FRANK MEDBERY.

the leading citizens of Hutchinson none are more deserving of representation in this volume than
J. Frank Medbery,
who for many years has been connected with
its
insurance interests.
He was torn in
Milwaukee. Wisconsin, on the 30th of September, 1849.
His father, John W. Medbery, was born in Saratoga county, New
York, in 1806, but about 1840 removed
from his native state to Lansing. Michigan,
where he was engaged in the manufacture
of wooden ware until 1847.
I n that year

he located in Milwaukee, where he built the
Empire Flour Mills and engaged in the milling and pork packing business, there remaining until 1864. In that year he sold
his interests in the Wolverine state and took
up his abode in Little Rock, Arkansas,
where he purchased what was known as the
Home Plantation, consisting of twelve hundred acres, and there for the following two
or three years was extensively engaged in
the raising of cotton.

Again

selling his in-

Mr. Medbery chose Bayou Sara,
Louisiana, as his place of residence, there
operating the Beauchamp plantation for
about three years, which was also planted
with cotton.
During the last year of his
residence there, however, a series of misfortunes overtook him, his cotton crop having been almost a total failure, the plantation became involved in chancery and yellow
fever became prevalent throughout the country.
Accordingly, accompanied by his son,
terests,

Frank Medbery, he removed to Fulton
New York, where he purchased complete
machinery for the manufacture of wooden
ware, which he took to Washington, D. C,
and set up in the old government mill built
for the army by Secretary Stanton at GrisJ.

Associated with him in the enwere Ex-Governor Randell, of Wisand Cornelius Wendell. After only
a short residence in the capital city, however, he was stricken with pneumonia, and
after a few weeks' illness was called to his
final home, passing away on the 16th of
January, 1870, and was laid to rest in the
Forest
Home cemetery at Milwaukee.
Among the prominent men who carried his
remains to their last resting place was Mr.
Mitchell, a prominent banker.
Mr. Medbery was a very prominent man in the localities in which he made his home, and while
in Milwaukee he served as a warden in the

boro Point.
terprise

consin,

St. Paul's

Episcopal church.

In politics he

was a very ardent Republican, and socially
was connected with the Masonic and Odd
Fellows fraternities.
He was married in Saratoga county,
New York, to Mary R. Aldrich, a native of
the Empire state and a daughter of William
and Mary (Robinson) Aldrich. The par-
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claimed

New York

nativity,

and

•

of

their

member

as

the

the mother

of the celebrated family of

state

was

still

Wind-

He

now

now make-

her

is

years of age. he joined

Beauchamp
him

sisted

on business

were

affairs

him

often taking-

wa
Havana and

his

to

trips

nil

father

mained with him

in the office of the

Fulton,

g

1

Through

until his death.

tary of the interior, Mr.
a

hi-

for

Mathew

the influence of

which he joined
New York, t"
plant ami re-

after

settled,

his trip to

machinery

Carpentei

Medbery

v

position in the interior department.

receiving twelve hundred dollarhut after six year-' service therein he teni

dered his resignation and came to
purchasing lots in Wichita.
Shortly afterward, however, he returned t" Wa
and resumed his former position,
remained until [883, and during that time
his salary was increased t" eighteen hundred dollars per year. While in tin
city, in addition to his regular duties, he
ed as private secretary t" his uncle.

Returning agai
William Aldrich.
Sunflower state, he purchased two farmthe Xinnescab. in Reno county, als
Wichita, and for a time made his
I::
mie if these farm-.
[883 Inpointed chief clerk to Judge W. R.
1

Mtlwaukee and are now

in

the land

office,

serving

in

that

Home cemto Hutchinson, selling his intcre-ts in

etery.

Frank Medbery was educated

county.

in the

public and military schools of Milwaukee.

the college at East London.
Ontario, and is a graduate of the Columbus
School,
Law
of Washington, D. C. While
a student in the military academy he was a
also

in

schoolmate of McArthur.

American army

in

late in

the

in

]

dren. William and Benjamin, died in child-

of the

when

leaving the plantation he went to St.
Louis, where he remained until his father's

the subject of this review, is the second son
in order of birth, and the twi

and

hi- father on the
where he ably as-

supervision,

its

On

tl

j.

plantation,
in

entire charge

troller of currency.

beside their father in the Forest

At the

-

compAt the last inaugural
ball he met Miss Mithelde Again, a noted
society belle, and a short time afterward
they were married.
Unto Mr. and Mrs.
Medbery were born four children. The
eldest, John H., became mie of
pioneers of Reno county, where he was extensively engaged in farming and
raising on the Xinnescab. and was afterward associated with C. H. Sweetser. of
Hutchinson, in the real-estate business, lie
is now residing at King Fisher, where he is
engaged in business. His mother came to
ounty about the same time of his
location here, and she is now associated with
him in his business.
Frank Medbery,
.1.
wife.

was accordingly
where he

lie

Ontario,

in

could >ee ik 'thing of recruiting 01
ing, there remaining \>>y two years.
expiration of that period, then

Revolutionary fame.

survives and

id the college

>ent

Mts. Medbery
home with
her son, John !l.
Her brother, William
a
resident
of
Chicago,
Aldrich,
was for two
terms a member of congress from the first
districl of [llinois, where he served as chairman of an important committee, llis son,
Frank A., succeeded him in congress, ami
became a very popular man and a great favorite of Tom Reed, who made him manHe was named t"
ager of his campaigns.
succeed General Lee in Havana, hut his
plans were disarranged by the death of his
sors, of

age. and

that early

at

a

'557

command

went
'

to

In

third

[8$

bavinthousand claims
amount
was

claim agent in the
time one hundred

which

city,

Philippines.

When our subject was only fifteen years of
age his intense patriotism prompted his enlistment in the army, but his parents withheld their consent to hi- becoming

ceiving

he

Lemon, who was

associated with George F.
ing the larg

tile,

Reno

time,

Washil

one n

Medbery thus

spent

years

five

after special claims in the

ii

•

merit and introducing special bills

on

1553

gress.

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Returning to Reno county, Kansas,

1893, ne engaged in the real-estate and
insurance business, but after a time abandoned the former and has since devoted his
He has
attention exclusively to insurance.
the reputation of having written up more
in

insurance and brought more money into this
locality than any other man in Huachinson.
In 1893 he organized the first Woodmen
lodge in Hutchinson, also the first Knights
and" Ladies of Security the following year,
and in 1895 organized the Court of Honor
in this city.
He has also founded that lodge
in many other points throughout Kansas.
In 1897 he also organized the Modern Tontines of Hutchinson, which now has a membership of five hundred, and at the present
time he represents the Modern Tontines and
the Mutual Casualty Company in what is
known as the Kansas City district of Kansas, the latter organization being for the
benefit of the sick and those disabled by accident.

On the 28th of April, 1875, at Washington, D. C, Mr. Medbery was united in
marriage to Effie D. Pyfer, the Rev. Dr.
Addison, of the Episcopal church, performing the ceremony.
The lady was born in
Baltimore, Maryland, a daughter of Philip
and Mary (Dorsey) Pyfer, both also natives
of that commonwealth.
The Pyfers are an
old and prominent family of Maryland, and
there the father of Mrs. Medbery was a
wealthy planter and slave owner. He was
strongly opposed to the slave traffic, however, and afterward liberated them under
an act of congress. The Dorsey family
were equally prominent among the aristocracy of Baltimore. A sister of Mrs. Medbery married Captain Crandell, of the
United States army, he having served as
brigadier general under General U. S.
Grant during the Rebellion and is now a retired major of the United States army. He
was at one time senior officer at Fort Reno,
Kansas, also at Fort Houston, Texas, and
at the time of his retirement was at Fort
Douglas, Utah.
His daughter. Margaret
Crandell, married Captain Leitch, also of
the United States army. The latter served
throughout the Spanish-American war. par-

San Juan
and was afterward stricken with yellow fever at Santiago and was obliged to
return home.
After recovering his health
he was assigned to Presidio, California, was
ticipated in the terrible fight at
Hill,

afterward ranking officer at Fort Houston,
Texas, and from there was sent to Fort
Logan, Colorado. On his way to the latter place he passed through Hutchinson,
where his train was held for an hour, and
he there visited with his family and friends.
From Fort Logan he was ordered with his
regiment to Manila, where he is still stationed, and his wife is now with her mother
in Washington.
The union of our subject
and wife has been blessed with six children,
namely: J. Frank, who was born in Washington, D. C, on the nth of March, 1876,
was educated in the public schools of Hutchinson and Washington, and is now a resident of the latter city, where he is associated in business with D. M. Walford, a
prominent dealer in jewelry and sporting
goods Philip P., also born in Washington,
;

D. C, December 10, 1877, was educated in
Larned and Hutchinson, Kansas, and in
Washington, and spent the winter of 1901,
in

Florida, representing the

Company, but has now gone

News

up land Aldrich, born in WashingFebruary 13, 1881, was educated in
and Hutchinson, and is now

to take
ton,

Union

to the "strip"

;

his native city

with the Harvey News Company; Fred,
born in Hutchinson in 1886, received his
education in this city and Washington, and
is now attending the North Side School;

Mary, born

in

Washington,

in

1887,

is

at-

tending school in this city; Dorothy was
born in Pretty Prairie, Reno county, Kansas, in

1893.

The Republican

party receives Mr.

bery's hearty support

Med-

and co-operation. His

connect him
with
the
Knights of Pythias fraternity, joining B. B.
French Lodge, of Washington, D. C, when
twenty-one years of age, but afterward became a member of Peabodv Lodge, of Albany, New York, which he joined while
with Hood, the noted jeweler of Albany.
He also holds membership relations with
the Roval Arch Masons, Lodo-e No. 2, of
social

relations
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He was reared in St. Paul's
Washington.
>al church in Milwaukee, and his wife
1

member

i

»f

that denomination.

subject of this sketch.

Peter

is

living

still

on the ol
ber Susan.
Rebecca was the wife of Charles >asher, but
ed away in Moniteau county, MisI

John followed
and at the time of hi
which occurred in [888 in Raj county, Missouri, he was holding an official position in
the county.
Mary was the wife oi Samuel
Trumbull. She died on the [8th of March,
[866, in Pendleton county. West Virginia.
Sarah is the nexl in order of birth.
souri. July 8, [868.

penter's trade

NOAH WARNSTAFF.
Noah Warnstff, one of the best known
of the early pioneers of Barber county and a
venerable and highl) respected citizen of
Lake City township, took up his alwde on
the old

homestead on section

_\

1

twenty-six

years ago and here he has since maintained
his resilience.
He is now advanced in years

and lives retired from active work.
with his faithful wife. In their old
are living with their son Henry, who carries
on the work of the farm, while the latter's

«

was founded in Virginia at an early date.
but meager records have been kept and our
subject knows but little of his grandfather,
save that he was a farmer and died at the
age of sixty-four. The family seems to
have mainly followed agricultural pursuits,
although the father of our subject in early
He served as
life engaged in carpentering.
a member of the cavalry in the war of 1812
and at its close returned to the farm, where,
as the years passed, he became well-to-do.
He cultivated a large tract of land and also
operated a tanyard.
He died at an advanced age respected by all who knew him.
His political suport was given to the Whig
party. His wife, who bore the maiden name
of Catherine

1

aighter of Peter

Pope, and survived her husband for many
dying at the advanced age of ninety
of
in the faith of the Methodist church,
In
which she had long been a member.
children.
E
their family were nine
Noah is the
living on the old homestead.
years,

[831.

Ja-

Taking up the personal history of Noah

I

wife contributes in every way possible to
the comfort and welfare of the parents.
Noah Warnstaff was horn in Pendleton
county. Virginia, February 17, 1823, and is
a son of Jacob Warnstaff. who was born in
Monroe county. Virginia, April 11. 1793,
and had a family of two sons and a daughter.
As far as is known, the family is of
English lineage on the paternal side and

r,

cob passed away on the 6th of September.
[osephine died September -7. [836.
Warnstaff,

11

readers the
I

1

favor-

P
ably known in Barber county.
reared on the old family homestead in what
to the division line of the

he

Old

1

>ominion that

kingham, Vir-

attei

ginia,

as we'l

as

in

t.

ii

I

lie

was married September 20. 1854, on the
south fork of the Potomoc river in Pendleton count}-. West Virginia, to Aseni
ger, who was born in that count]
7. [828, a daughter of Henry and Elizabeth
ler father v
(Randah
I

!

Pendleton county. May 13, 1;mother was born in Hardy county.
October 3, 17S4.
lbone of the prosperous farmers of his nathere both he and his wife
for many years, the father dying
December 8. [852, while the mother passed

in

her

Virginia,

away

They had

S«.

ten

Abel, who was ]wn on the 31st
a blacksmith
of Octol"
dleton county, where he died Aug!
occurred on the
whose
birth
Jacob,
[846.
•
is a
6th of February, is...
rn January 13.
dleton county.
1S12. was a farmer of Pendleton county
children:

-

,.

a farmaway there
Pendleton county, was born June 13,
1S14. and passed away in the same county.
fob carried on farming in easier
Noah was born October 17. 1S16. and died
Anr.ri. about 1875.
1

er of

-
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who was born October 9, 1821, died
Hannah E., born June 19,

drew,

who was born March 17, 1826, is the
widow of Solomon Judy and resides in

and cattle and after locating on the farm
where he still resides, he was extensively
engaged in the raising of stock and the cultivation of the fields.
During his residence
here he has added one hundred and twenty

Cass

acres to his farm, has fenced the entire area

in childhood.

1824, died in Marion county, Ohio.

Amelia

R.,

county, Missouri.
Mrs. Warnstaff
completes the family.
After the death of his father, which
occurred June 22, 1850, Noah Warnstaff

remained on the home farm, which he operated in partnership with his brother Peter

when he sold his interest to his
brother and removed with his family to
Marion county, Ohio. After a year they
until 1857,

went

Hardin county, where our subject
purchased one hundred acres of land, carrying

to

011

its

cultivation

meantime he served

until

1864.

In the

for one

hundred days
as a member of the One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Ohio Infantry, being sworn in at
Camp Chase. From there the regiment was
sent to Martinsburg, Virginia, and on to
Harper"s Ferry, aiding in recapturing that
important point and also Maryland Heights.
In one of the engagements of that locality

and now has one hundred and twenty acres
under cultivation. He also has a fine herd
of seventy-five head of domestic cattle, including Herefords, red polls and Shorthorns.
He also has a good orchard and a comfortable residence upon his place.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Warnstaff
has been blessed with
becca, the wife of

children:

five

Ben English,

Re-

a farmer of

Lake City, Barber county
Susan, who
married John Davis, a farmer and carpenter
;

of

Woods

stockman of

Oklahoma; Jacob, a
Barber county; Henry T., who

county,

has charge of the home farm and Ida, the
wife of Gidd Miller, a farmer and stockman of Barber county. The youngest son
was married June 9, 1896, in Barber coun;

ty, to

Minnie Marsh, who was born

in

Clay

county, Missouri, a daughter of Benjamin
and Melissa (Berryman) Marsh, the former
a native of Kentucky and the latter of Mis-

Mr. A\ arnstaff was run over by a cavalry
wagon, having his hip badly hurt. About
one-half of the regiment, while guarding
the railroad, was surrounded in a block
house at Point of Rocks, and captured, but
Mr. Warnstaff was not with that portion of
the regiment at the time.
He was largely
engaged in guard and skirmish duty and on
the expiration of his term of service, returned to Ohio, but after two weeks had
passed he removed to Knox county, Illinois,
where he spent the succeeding winter. In
the spring of 1865 he went to Clinton county, Missouri, and after a year there passed,
took up his abode in Cass county, Missouri,
where he purchased a farm of more than

Her father died in Barber county in
1894 and her mother is now living with her
son on a farm south of Lake City. In their
family were six children
Flora, the wife
of John McCambley, a farmer of Barber
county, Kansas; Ida, the wife of George
Tuggle, who is a farmer of Ray county,
M/issouri
Charles, who carries on farming in Barber county, Kansas; Minnie,
the wife of Henry T. Warnstaff; Tommie,
living with his mother and Edward, who is
living with his brother Charles.
Since coming to Barber county Mi".
Warnstaff of this review has been called

eighty acres, his attention being given to
its cultivation until 1876.
That year witnessed the arrival of Mr.
Warnstaff in Barber county, Kansas. He

upon to fill many of the local offices. He
was justice of the peace for ten years, has
been township treasurer and clerk for several terms and has frequently served as a

had been preceded by his son and son-inHis goods were shipped through to
Hutchinson and then brought the remainder
of the distance by team.
He brought with
him to his new home a number of horses

delegate to the county conventions of the
parties.
He was formerly a Republican but
is now a Populist.
He belongs to Lake City

law.

souri.

:

;

;

Camp. No. 4673, Mbdern Woodmen of
America, and to the Grand Army Post, be-
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ORY.
he enlisted

,

in

I

.

Ninth

and devi ted members of
the Moth' dist chui cli
in which
faithful

lie

has

sei

\

ed

.1-

c

ass

e

le

:

to

.

^UgUSt,

ceived an horn

A.

M

J.

\l.h

[865,

will

Baffalo.

1

Washington,

if

Pennsylvania

lias

contributed

sas an admirable element

which
by A.

is

J.

he

after that

EC.

to

Kannd other points

of

worthily represented at Hutchinson
Malick, fanner and

and

lit

Shi

in

live

and ardui

1

1

the

in

Harper's Ferry and fought under
in all his battles \\ nil Early in the
At B
valley.
oali

street.

A. J. Malick was bom in Erie
Pennsylvania, February 28, [837,
Jacob Malick. also a native of the Keystone
state, who \\a^ a fanner and stock-raiser.
In common with others in his locality at that

time Jacob Malick was
to pay for land and support his family in a
bly unproductive county, bul he was a man of strong character
forth strenuous efforts to succeed.

I

was
meml er

Politically he

a

Democrat and he was

:

known

as

1'

dered insensible and carried off the
seriously

wounded

that the force of the ball

When

field

Ik-

to
d

mortall)

and was

Grant's escort

;,

when

he

for the

was broken by

cartridges in an outside
he was carried off of the lie'

1

vania. and who bore him seven children, of
whom four survive: A. J. Malick. who is
the immediate subject of this sketch: John
- an oil operator al
B

the fight

•

a

fe
of the Baptist church.
married Catherine Henebaugh whose early
life was >pent in Crawford count}.

consistent

:

of Winchester, he was stmck in tl
by a musket hall, hut though he ..

wounde
member of
1.

a

pocket.

I

<

General

that officer rode

for-

Appomatti
ward to meet Lee
during the enbrother Samuel
tire- peri' "1 of war in the same company.
During the past eighteen years Mr. Malick
at

has drawn a p

1

tv.

Pennsylvania; Sarah, who married Mr.
lumberman at Cold Water. Michi-

gan; and Samuel L., who is a car]
Hutchinson. Kansas. A. J. Malick' s mother
died when he was six years old and his faIdren and
ther, unable to look

After the war Mr. Malick relumed to
mty, Pennsylvania, farmed thereon
during

married
there he
were native
[868 he removed with his famcounty, Indiana, where he
ily to Marion
bought a farm of eighty acres in the midst
'once

Dunn,

vvl

vanians.

with friends and relatives and for y<
life until he married Angelii
of Erie county. Pennsylvania.
lie in [863.
The subject of this sketch grew to mandie care of a 111. >ther and with-

I

In

H

'

and

receive

Umost

as a

mere boy

farmers and he was ernpl*
farm hand until at the age of twenty-four.

He made

a

litl

He then constructed a
et.
sawmill and began to manufacture lumber, a
for

he worked around his neighborhoi
ferent

sh trees.

which

the-

me

;

ails

time after-

which he

-
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on

farm

fenced his place into four
He raised miscellaneous
crops and stock and planted and made other
there five years.
remaining
improvements,
He then sold his Indiana farm and went to
Reno county, Kansas, making the journey
by team, taking along altogether three
his

distinct

lie

fields.

He rented one hundred and sixty
two miles northeast of Hutchinson and
engaged in general farming, his principal
crops being corn and oats. In 1876 almost
horses.

acres

of his crops were destroyed by grasshopDuring- the next few years he had
practical experience of hard times, and was
all

pers.

unable to make more than a fair living which
he eked out by hunting, killing deer and
Buffalo meat
antelope and other game.
could be bought very cheap within fifty miles
After farming there
of his prairie home.
five vears he rented another farm about two
miles northwest of Hutchinson, on which he
lived

two

years, until he

of railroad land,

all

bought ten acres

of which

is

now

the corporate limits of Hutchinson, on

he

built

within

which

a box-house with a floor area of

A little later
sixteen by twenty-four feet.
he received back pension from the United
government to the amount of seven
hundred dollars and added to his cash capital by selling a small herd of cattle which
he had accumulated, and thus he was enStates

abled to build a substantial addition to his

house at an expense of \\ve hundred dollars
and to add fifty acres more land to his place,
which like his original ten acres is now
wholly v, ithin the limits if the city of HutchThough his land is all surveyed into
inson.
1

as a farm.

Shortly after
purchase of ten acres he planted
many fruit and shade trees on the land, and
when Hutchinson's boom came he was offered five hundred dollars an acre for the
ten acres, with the understanding that he
should have the privilege of removing from
it all fruit trees, shade trees and shrubbery.
He accepted the proposition and. buying
forty acres of land two miles west of Hutchinson, transferred the trees and shrubbery
to it, but continued to live in his old residence. Eventually the man who had bought
the ten acres and who had paid more than
lots he operates

his

first

it

half the purchase price for

it

was unable

to

pay the balance and gave the land back to
.Mr. Malick. Then Mr. Malick sold the forty
acres west of the town for one hundred dollars an acre, which was exactly twice what
he had paid for it.
He also sold fourteen
acres of the fifty acres which constituted his
second purchase at Hutchinson to a man
who relinquished it to him after having
made a heavy payment on it. He also
traded twenty acres of his town property
for a farm of two hundred acres and sold
the farm for six thousand dollars and by
various transactions has regained
original sixty acres at Hutchinson.

all

of his

His iwn
1

homestead has changed hands several times
and his fruit and shade trees have been
removed or destroyed several times, but
eventually the property came back to him
and he is now in the enjoyment of it with
its splendid garden, orchards and vineyards
and has the land in a high state of cultivation, amply provided with barns and outbuildings and all modern appliances, including a wind pump by means of which streams
of water are sent in different directions over

He owns considerable other town
including houses and lots and
vacant lots, and is regared as one of the
successful men of Hutchinson and is often
spoken of as a living example of what may
be accomplished in this resourceful county
by a man of pluck, energy, perseverance and
His opportunities
business tact and ability.
have in >t been exceptional and he located
in Kansas a poor man, lived for years on
rented land and experienced all the hardships incident to life in a new country, to
become eventuallv a citizen of more than
the place.
property,

ordinary note. Politically he is a Republican
and he takes an active interest in the work
of his party, often participating in importHe is a
ant conventions as a delegate.

Knight of Pythias.
Elzina

(Dunn) Malick,

who

died

in

Hutchinson in [888, bore her husband ti\e
children.
Their son Frederick, who was
bom in Lake county. Ohio, is farming live
Their
miles southwest of Hutchinson.
daughter Flora, who was born in Marion
county. Indiana, and is the wife of E. B.

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
Paine, a popular printer and bookbinder of
Hutchinson, is her father's housekeeper.
Their son Frank, who was bom in Indiana, is in the employ of a telephone company in Illinois. Their daughter Nellie, who
Lewis
is a native of Hutchinson, married

Warnick,

a well

known lumber

Pheir son Charles

city.

is

dealer of that

living with his

father at Hutchinson.

JOHN

H.

who

WORRICK.

patriot

—

.

it had done in the past, is ento praise and honor, not only in his
generation, but in succeeding ones
whose representatives are entering into the
heritage made secure to them by the he
of the brave soldier boys who wore the blue.

the future as

titled

own

Anion- the valiant soldiers of the Civil war
was fohn H. Worrick. who i- numbered
among the pioneers and leading agriculturists of central Kansas, hi- home hem- in
Center township. Jewell county.
Mr. Worrick was horn in Sir-.
county. Illinois, February r8, 1846, and in
his youth attended the public schools of the
neighborhood when not engaged with the
duties of the home farm. His time w

occupied until June 18. 1S04. He c
^er content' himself at home when

his

country was engaged in a great civil war.
and although only eighteen yeai
ed the Fifth Wisconsin Battery, with
which he served continuously until June 14.
:.
when he received an honorable discharge, for the south had surrendered and
He was always in
peace was restored.
except two or three weeks
annah. Georgia, and was a loyal
the starry banner.

active service
-

ler

<

1

if

Returning to the north. Mr. Worrick
then continued his education as a student in
Beloit, Wisconsin, where
Belo
he remained for five terms. He afterward
;

engaged

in teaching school in Illinois for
about nine terms during the ''10- and later
taught again in that state and. in Kansas,
proving a capable educator.
lie first came
to Kansas in [870.
That year the Indians
killed a white man in thi- locality.
The district was wild and much of the land was -till
unclaimed.
Mr. Worrick obtained a homemi and secured the patent to the
land from General Grant, then president of
the United State-.
Hi- first home was a
dug out and he began life here in true fron-

tier

fought and suffered
that this
that the Union might be preserved
country, now recognized as one of the greatcontinue
to be
might
es1 among the nations,
increasing in strength and power in

The

1563

style.

In [873 Mr. Worrick returned to Illinois and there on the 22<\ of February of
In the
that year he married EmmaC. Fehr.

following April they came to tin- Sunflower
-tate. but that was the \ ear of tl
hopper scourge, which rendered farming a
in
mi 1st unprofitable work, and accordi
1

1S74. they returned to Illinois, where they
remained for three year-, devoting his time
In [878
to farming and teaching school.
with his family he again came to Kansas and
for a

doing

number
much

of winters continued teaching,
to

advance

intellectual

the

Through the
standard of the community.
summer month- he devoted hi- energies to
the cultivate m ami impri >\ ement >f hi- farm.
He carrie- 0,1 general farming, hut makes
a specialty "f stock-raising, and keep- on
1

hand
cure

grades of stock which always seHe has
ready sale on the market.

tine
a

two hundred and eighty acres of land, and
is well improved with modern acmaking it one of the desirable
properties in Center township.
The home of Mr. and Mrs.
1

ith

Worrick was

eight children, but
I

when only

tin

sixteen

months

for
service
aude Peter enlisted
anish-American war and after participating in the struggle in Cuba, was sent
to the Philippines, whence he has recently

years' service;
renturned
Faith Ella. Dwight Jay. Hope Judy. Jerry
Simpson. Clara Grace and Ruth Emma are
still with their parents.
Mr. Worrick has always been opposed to
secret societies and is therefore identified
e

of the old fraternities.

However,
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he maintains pleasant relationship with his
old
in

army comrades through
Jim Lane Post, G. A. K.

his

membership

He

belongs to

the Evangelical church, but attends the servHis
ices of the United Brethren church.

has ever been characterize by fidelity
to duty and by strict adherence to the principles which he believe.- to be right and h s
life

1

;

rthiness
1

and

admiratii

reliability

have awak-

m and

of his

fel-

TEAL.
Of

John Veal, of

English nativity.

sec-

Center township. Ottawa county,
Kansas, has proven himself to be in all but

birth

18,

a

thoroughgoing American

citizen.

Veal, whose postomce address is Minneapolis and who has been a resident of Ottawa county for thirty-one years and during
all that time a factor in the life and prosAJ

ney from London.
Mr. Veal had friends and relatives at
Minneapolis, Kansas, and he went there diWhen he arrived
rect from Xew York.

amounted to twentyand he had little other worldly
was accustomed to hard work
and was animated by a worthy ambition to
succeed and in his wife he had an adequate
helpmeet. He took up a prairie hi mestead
of one hundred and sixty acres and built
upon it a one-story log cabin covering a
ground space of twelve by fourteen feet and
entered actively upon his career as a Kansas
farmer. He encountered obstacles from tjie
outset and met with many disappointments,
but he persevered and succeeded so well that
he is now the owner of eight hundred acres
ol gi k id land and is one of the largest farmers and stock raisers in his township, owning usually one hundred and fifty head of
His son,
cattle and many horses and hogs.
John R. Veal, is associated with him in the
business and is regarded as one of the progressive young business men of the townthere his cash capital
lars,

wealth, but he

low townsmen.

tion

1870, resolved to work no longer for others
but to carve out his own fortune in America,
he came to the United States, arriving in
Xew York at the end of a two week-' jour-

r.

perity of his township,

was horn

in

Cam-

bridgeshire, England, July 30, 1843. about
six months after the birth of the late President McKinley, of whom Mr. Veal is a pro-

found admirer.
Richard Veal, John Veal's father, was an
honest hard-working man of inconsiderable
financial resources, a laborer and in a small
way a farmer who passed all the years of
his life in his native country and died there
when his son John was a year and a half old,
leaving a widow and five children, named
in the order of their birth Mary. James,
George, Hannah and John, all of whom except the last mentioned live in England.
John was reared in Cambridgeshire with
scant opportunities for education, and as a
mere boy did such work as his hands found
to do to help his mother to keep her family
together; but he had a natural inclination
to acquire knowledge and from his youth
has been in all his spare time a diligent and
extensive reader, and he has become a man

more than usual general information. He
was married at the age of twenty-four years
to Miss Susan Lee, a native of England and

ship.

Mr. Veal

is

in politics a

Democrat and

he has served his fellow citizens as township trustee and assessor, and was for
He is
years treasurer of his township.
a man of much public spirit, and lias
important
several
been a delegate to
political conventions, and may he safely
depended upon to aid to the extent of

every movement which in his
« m1 judgment tends to benefit his township
and county. His son. John R. Veal, married Emma Goure, and has four sons
Harry, George. James and John.
his ability

gi

MAHLOX

C.

BERKELEY.

of

a

daughter of John and

Phcebe

Lee.

In

The success which follows unfaltering
perseverance, diligence and keen discrimination has crowned the efforts of Mahlon C.

BIOGR.irUlC.lL HISTORY.
who in his
has displayed those qualities and has thereby won a
mong the prosperous residents of
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1

.

Burr Oak, where he
-

of

is

engaged

senior

member

Berki

ly,
'

(

unity

Hank.

the bank-

in

of the linn
proprietors of the
1

was

le
.

born at
Pennsylvania,

'
5, 1872, and is a son of
(Meyers) Berkeley. His father, also
a native of Somerset county, died there in
By occupation he was a fanner and
[865.
he also devoted part of his time and attention to the work of the ministry as a
I

Sallie

He bepreacher of the Dunkard church.
longed to an old and prominent family of
Somerset county, and his father, the Rev.
John Berkeley, was a bishop in the Dunkard
church.
The mother of mir subject has
spent her entire life in Somerset county.
where she is still living and she is distantly
Meyers family for whom the
town of Meyersdale was named.
In the schools of Meyersdale Mahlon C.
Berkeley began his education, and when he
related to the

stered the preliminary branches of
learning he entered Juniata College at HuntPennsylvania, where he was graduing
Believing that
ated with the class of [883.
the west offered better opportunities to amnd enterprising young men than

fered in the older east win

was greater, he made his way to
Nebraska in 1884, locating at Ruskin.
There he established a bank with a branch
at Byron, Nebraska, and conducted the dual
enterprise until 1894, when he came
to Burr Oak. and established the Jewell
County Bank, of which he became president,
while his partner, Mr. Beachy, is the cashier.
petition

Their business has constantly increa
in volume and importance, for Mr. Berkeley

known

financier of

marked

ability

is

a well

is

mination and with his partner
very popular with the public and enjoy-;

their

Rob

Both

hi

his wife

I

Dunkard church,

attend the service- of the
in which they hold m<

political faith he is a Republican.
For two
but has
never been an aspirant for office, preferring
to devote his una- and energies to his busiting with
.

creditable

In

success.

church he

is

the

work

deeply interested, and as

found as an
ures for the public

all

meas-

j

RICHARD BEACHY.
Beachy

rtichard

is

known

well

in finan-

Jewell county, being e
in the banking business at Burr Oak.
le is
a man of superior business ability and executive talent and in the conduct of this enterprise has brought to the town an importHe is
ant addition to its business affairs.
one of the citizens that Pennsylvania has furnishe to the Sunflower state, his birth having occurred in Salisbury, S
cial circles in

I

1

on the 226 of August, 1863. His father.
also a native of that
John W.
count v and there died in [8
wife, who bore the maiden n
ty.

-

!

Lichty,

now

v

living in Nebraska.
I

l.o.

acquired his preliminary
Richard Beachy
student in Juniata College at Hunt'
and later continued

ing

tion in the pub!

ingdon,

?

Ltion in
1

urg,

Pe

ins}

last

named

He

then

Iron City

<

J

1

institution with the class of [883.

career as

hardware merchant and loan agent at
Davenport, Nebraska, where he remained

a

a

n of that

in the

•> with
M. C.
establishment of the Jewell

for ten years,

(..

111

been twice married,
lie first wedded Ellen Beachy, a native of
Somerset county, Pennsylvania, where her
death occurred. Subsequently he v
ck with Olive Livergood, also a na-

a citi-

Berkeley has

Berkeley
ally

grown

in

II ere

favor and popularity with the
mty. They
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conduct a general banking business along

His

conservative lines and the well known integrity and efficiency of the partners insures the success of the institution and protects the depositors in a perfectly secure

lican party,

manner.

in wedlock to Mary Keim. a native of
Somerset county and their union has been
blessed with one son, Jay Keim.
The par-

joined

membership

hold

in

the

Dunkard

church and are people of genuine worth, taking an active interest in the mural advancement and in the promotion of all movements
for the general good.
Their home is celebrated for its hospitality and their friends in
this locality are almost as numerous as their
acquaintances.

T.

W. GROOM.

J. W. Groom, who operates a fine farm
on section 29, Ninnescah township, was
born near Akron. Summit county, Ohio.
Hi- father, John Groom, was a native of
England, and in the land of his nativity was
When a young man
reared and educated.
He was
he came to the United States.
married to Mary A. Dixey, v
They bealso born and reared in England.
gan their domestic life on a farm in Summit
county. Ohio, mid after remaining there for
a time removed to Jasper count}-. Indiana.
Six children were born unto this worthy

couple.'
his

;-

home

in

William, who makes
Harvey county. Kansas: Mary,

W.. the subject of this review;
Elizabeth. Martha and Joseph, who are residents of Indiana. The mother of this fam-

deceased;

J.

Jasper county. Indiana, in 1890.
but the father is still living, having reached
the seventy-fourth milestone on the journey
of life. He owns a productive and well improved farm of two hundred acres in Jasper
county, and during his long residence in that
locality has so lived as to gain and retain
the respect and esteem of his fellow men.
ily

died

support

and

given to the Repub-

is

his religious preference

is

indicated by his membership with the Methodist Episcopal church, with which his wife

was

also affiliated.

W. Groom, the third child in order
of birth in the above family, was reared to
years of maturity on the old home farm in
the Hoosier state, where he was early taught
the value of industry as a preparation for
the active duties of life, and the public
of Jasper county afforded him his
educational advantages. In 1876 he left the
parental roof and went to Texas, where for
the following- eight years he was eng-aged in
the cattle business near the Mexican line.
On the expiration of that period he identified
himself with the railroad business, following that occupation for seven years, and
while thus engaged his runs were in North
AbanCarolina, Tennessee and Georgia.
J.

On the 28th of September. 1892, in
Salisbury, his native town. Mr. Beachy was

ents

political

in

doning the railroad business, Mr. Groom
came to southwestern Kansas, purchasing
His
the farm upon Which he now resides.
homestead is now one of the most valuable
its size in the county and consists
tti m land,
of three hundred acres of rich
one hundred and sixty acres of which i- uni

<

der a high state of cultivation, while the remainder is devote to pasturage.
Mr. Groom occurred in
The marria e
1

1"

-

B rns became his
of an old and
highly respected family of Jasper county.
Indiana, and is a sister of Mrs. J rhn Day.
More extended mention
of this township.
in the
of the Burns family will be foun
John Day. which appears in this
1892,

wife.

when Mi
She is also

a

member

I

:"

Mr. and Mrs. iroi ra
children, of their own, but they are
daughter, Grace McGee, whose pre

work.

(

'

their

!

1

home and

no

in

return she receives the loving care and attention due a daughter of the housi

matters Mr. Groom casts his ballot
if
Republican rinciples, end is one
of the active workers of the party in Kingman county. For the past six years he has
political

-

1

]

held the office of township clerk, and for
nine years he was a member of the school
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His social relations connect him with
[43, 1. O. 0. I-"., of Indiana.

board.

Lodge X".

m

irot
Mrs.
church.
<

1-

a

member

of the

hristian

I
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Main and Douglas avenue, where Mr. Seitz
now carries a complete line of drugs, medicine-, paints, oils, glass, toilet articles, and
everything to he found

in fact

drug establishment.

GEi
George

>U»

SEITZ.

,!•.

drugj

Seitz, the popular pioneer

bom

of Ellsworth, was

gist

to

at

Kastel, Hes-

Germany, November 14. 1827, a son of
John and Amelia Eichentrig) Seitz. The
son received his education at SchwarzburgSondershausen, Germany, where he rethree
mained
for
a
perio
of
sen,

1

1

He

home and native land and
America, arriving in the
York, where he spent about ten days

then

sailed

New

left his

for

with friends. In November, 1865, he came
to Kansas, joining his two br

and Herman, in Leavenworth. The
is now a prominent druggist of Salina, KanThe first work which our subji
s.
cared in that city was as a clerk and salesman, and after being thus empl<
months he removed to St. Louis, M
short
where he again filled a clerks
His next place of residence
time.
fi

ker Hill. Illinois, there securing
grocery store,
in a
tion as clerk

which

;

filled

a clerl

he went to Montgomery, Alabama, to
take a position with his brother-in-1
In that city Mr. Set/ estab
C. Kothe.

cit\

his

first

year,

in

a

mind
and

rect

carried
1

ity

i-

its

improvement, and with
understanding to di-

to resolve, an
a

hand

to

execute he has steadily

rvvard hi- work, gaining for him-

fi

gratifying competence.
Hi- reliabilab ve questii m, and hi- place among

the substantial and trustworthy merchants
of Ellsworth is assured.
In 1868 he established a bottling establishment for the

ufacture

:d

1

drink-,

in

manaddi-

he also

ships to the surrounding towns', and in this
line of trade

he has also built up an exten-

The marriage

of Mr. Seitz was celeat Salina. Kans; -. m the [2th of September. 1S74, Miss Emma Holzsshuehr, of

brated

1

ming

Posen. G<
[1

>'m.

his wife.

w ho

is

They

;

I

:

surgeon at St. Margaret's Hospital
Kansas City; and Mary, at home. The

sistant
in

family reside

in their beautiful lw

.in.

coin avenue, which was erected in [878, rid
is one of the fin
he city of

Ellsworth.
Seitz

a

is

In his political affiliations Mr.

stanch

and

member

He

trust.

which he contimu

Republican,

cil

in

185

1.

and was

when he again cam*

His residence in Ellsworth
flower state.
date- from 1868, and in company with his
ther he established what

rominent,

and

is

a charter

meml
nmandery, No.

I

For a tin
was carried on under the firm n
relation-hip
that
c
Seitz & Br ther,
uing until 1874. when the brother's interest
was purchased by our subject, and u
lias since heen carried on under the
name. The store was first located on
Main street, hut in 1870 his present tine
sti re building was erected on the corner of
his present business.

ness
(

and

trade

1

honor and

business enterprise, embarl

the cigar trade,

Since establishing hi- business Mr. Seil
devoted his attention and concentrated his
energies toward

with his father in business

claimed his time and
He next joined his
lowing year.
Kansas, where he

in a firsl class

Employment i- given
two clerks.

registered pharmacist and

a

>.

priest.

Relig-

is a member of
the Lutheran
which he has served as a trustee
since the erection of the church at Ell

iously

church,

he

in

as well as

i

men. he is well
and favorably known throughout his locality, and the circle of his fi
-

tensive with the circle of his acquaintance.
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NATHAN

J.

BLAKE.

One of the honored pioneers of Kingman county is Mr. Blake, who was one of
the first settlers in Richland township, where
he still maintains his home, and who is one
of the intelligent and progressive citizens
who have contributed in marked degree to
the industrial progress and material prosperity of this attractive section of the SunSince the year 1878 this loflower state.
cality has been his home and he has proved
importance in forwardno
slight
factor
of
a
ing its growth and advancement, having
been one of the first to recognize the amazing fertility of the soil, which is so well
adapted to the raising- of both wheat and
cattle.

Mr. Blake

is

a native of the state of In-

diana, having been born in Parke county,
in the year 1840. a son of

John M. and Mar-

Ann

(Miller) Blake, the family be'ng
one well known and highly respected in that
section.
John M. Blake was horn in Virgaret

ginia, as was also his father, John Blake,
of Scotch ancestry. John M. was
but a boy at the time when his parents removed to Indiana, and there he was reared
Marto man's estate and there married.
garet Ann Miller was born and reared in
Ohio, being a daughter of Daniel Miller, and
she died in the state of Indiana February 4.
1849. at' the age of thirty-nine years, her
husband long surviving her, his death ocShe
curring in Illinois in the year 1881.
left
ten children, namely
John, Daniel.
William, Samuel, Milton, Lucina and Elizabeth, all of whom are now deceased; and
Nathan J. and Joseph Newton (twins) and
Isaac, who are the three surviving members of the family.
Milton was a member
of a Missouri regiment during the war of
the Rebellion and died while in the service.

who was

:

and valiant service in the same conflict was
also rendered by our subject and his two
other brothers, Joseph N. and Isaac.
The
mother of these children was a consistent
member of the German Baptist church and
was a woman of noble character and earnest
Christian faith.
In 1856 the father of our subject

moved by wagon to the state of Iowa, locating in Taylor county, where he purchased a
tract of land and where he became quite successful as a farmer.
About the year 1870
he removed to Pu nam county, Indiana, having previously been engaged for a time in
mercantile pursuits, and in the county mentioned he purchased a gristmill, which he
operate'l for a few years, after which he disponed of the same and removed to Douglas
county. Illinois, where he was engaged in
farming until his death, in 1881, at the age
of sixty-five years.
His second marriage
was to Mary J. Romain, and they became
the
parents
of
four
children,
Jacob,
Mr. Blake was a
Charles, Ann and Rose.
man who ever held the confidence and esteem of those who knew him, and his political support was given to the Republican
-

—

party.

Nathan J. Blake, the subject of this
was reared on a farm and attended

sketch,

school in Indiana, while in 1856 he accompanied the family on their removal to Iowa.
AYhen the call for troops came, five years
later, lie was one of the first to respond, enlisting in 1 86 1, as a member of the Fourth
Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and while he was
in camp at Rollo, Missouri, he suffered from
an attack of measles, the result of which
was that he became incapacitated for service
during the balance of his term of enlistment,
and he was honorably discharged on this account.
In 18(14 Mr. Blake was united in
marriage to Nancy J. Bates, a lady of intelligence and education, who was horn in Fayette county, Indiana, in 1835, being a daughter of John and Elizabeth (Noble) Bates,
the former of whom was born in Virginia
and the latter in Ohio. In 1866 they located
county, Iowa,
at Oakland, Pottawattamie
and there the father was engaged in farming until his death, at the age of eighty-one
years.
In politics he was a Democrat, and
both he and his wife were members of the
The mother of Mrs.
Methodist church.
Blake died at the age of eighty-four. Of
her eleven children three died in infancy
and Gilbert at the age of nineteen years, and
the others were as follows:

re-

anda, Noble,

Ambrose, Lu-

Nelson, Elizabeth,

Nancy

J.
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and Thomas, the last named h&\ inj
Union soldier in the Cn
war.
Mr. Blake continued to reside in Iowa
until 1878, at which period he cast in his
lot with the early settlers of Richland towningman county, Kansas.
He disil

enl

judgment

in

the

inc. this part of the county having
His
rticularly favored by nature.
one hundred ami sixty acres of land has
shown wonderful productiveness, and his
excellent methods of management have kept
its
tii

maximum

of

fertility

[899 Mr. Blake continued to

.

CJn

di

attention to his fanning business, and since
that time he has lived practically retired,

having rented his farm and taken up his residence in the attractive village of Basil, where
irts and that freedom
ire which are the just reward of his
and endeavor.
of ceaseless
3 eat s
In many ways Mr. Blake has been a very
fortunate man. and in no respect is this more
true than in the possession of an admirable
E(

ti

>il

members
Alfaratta Duggan, of
Oklahoma; Margaret Jackson,

of children, the surviving

follows:
er,

na; Nettie Jackson: Irvin. the staand Zella McCurtin, of

tion agenl at Basil;

Kingman,

this county.

Mr. Blake adheres to the prinRepublican party, and fratervalued member of the Grand
Army of the Republic. Mrs. Blake i- a a insistent member of the Methodist church and
is a lady well known in the community on
X"
account of her neighborly kindness.
social gathering in the vicinity is quite comMrs.
and
Mr.
plete without the presence of

native of
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Monongahela count.

\\

.

ginia, horn in 1848, a daughter of Thornton
and Minerva Bright Baker, who
|

1

on farming a- a means of livelihood.
ith occurred in
[879 and hi- wife
away in [858
ived ior
many years by her husk
Mrs.
with a brother in-law in iN;
formed the acquaintance of Mr. Courtney,
whom she married in April of that year.
ne brother. Samuel L. Raker, who
is living in
eastern Illinois, and

can

ied

I

•

Mary, who resides
husband, the

late

in

Kansas

Her

City.

Joseph Courtney, was also

a native of

Monongahela county, West Virginia, born in [848, and was a -on of William and Sarah \t!ia Courtney, who were
likewise native- of that state, in which they
lived and died.
Joseph Courtney left the

place of his nativity in
to

McLean

county.

1870 and removed
where lie re-

Illinois,

[871, when he went
In the spring of iS-j.

until the fall of

to Topeka, Kansas.
he emigrated with
tawa county and secun

a

.

team

to

Ot-

three miles northwest of Delphos, and in
April of the following year married Sabina
Raker.
The young couple began their do-

Politically

ciples of the

was not then self-supporting, and they had

nally he

ne in the pioneer day-. Y\
furnished their meat supply.
Mr. '"urtney built a house of tv
lually improi
to which
a tract of one hun

is

a

whose genial
welcome visitors in
Blake,

personalities
all

circles.

make them

Many

are

the change- our subject has witnessed

in

Richland township, and he has done his

full

share

in

all

'

:

(

1

1

1

acres prior to

[881

I

barn and then we

home and

all

together with their

COURTNEY.

calf tied to a tree

from
Mrs. Sabina Raker Courtney is one of
women of Ottawa county and
now makes her home in Delphos. She is a
the pioneer

es in the

family.
d

their

P..

'

neighbor's at the time and
was in the field. He pi

public-spirited .enterprises.

MRS. SABINA

1.

by a cyclone.
1879, his home
family fortunately wen- visiting at a

The

They

the destruction

their household effects.
chii

had most of the

tock.

A

fle

of the
'though the rope which fastened it
not break.
After the destruction of
Mr. Courtney
its

to the tree did
1
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in [835.
The latter was reared in the place
of his nativity, and there learned the blacksmith's trade, which occupation he followed

erected a comfortable residence, a story and
a half in height, and containing six rooms.

He engaged

in raising and shipping stock
and hogs, following that business until his
death, which occurred in 1885.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Courtney were born
the following children: Fiavia M., who was
born in August. 1875, is the wife of a Mr.
Balance; Matilda Mertie, bom February 22,

for thirty years.
As a companion on the
journey of life he chose Mary Proctor, a
native of Peoria county, where her people
were also early pioneers. In 1876 Mr. and
Mrs. Wilson went to Nodaway county, Missouri, locating near Arkoe. wdiere they remained until 1885. In that year they came
to the Sunflower state, taking up their abode
in Kingman county, but after residing here
for a time they removed to Billings, Oklahoma.
They became the parents of eight
children, namely:
Emelisa Long, who also

a graduate of the h'gh school of
and is now engaged in clerking in
Des Moines, Iowa; Edith Maud
was married in 1900 to Fred Warren, a
farmer of Cloud county, Kansas: Charles
Garfield was born March 7. [880, and Joseph Otis was born January 24. 1884. For
two years after her husband's death Mrs.
Courtney conducted the home farm and then
rented the property, renn ving to Delphos in

1877,
Delphi

is
>s

a store in

order to give her children good educational
advantages. In 1898, however, she returned
to the homestead, her sons Charles and Joseph assuming the care of the place. They
are now engaged in raising stock and wheat,
having one hundred and five acres planted
to

wheat

in

the

past

year,

1901.

They

and corn and annually harhe farm is well imtwo hundred acres of
valuable land, on which is a good residence.
The sons are
arns, granaries and hedges.
intelligent, industrious young men. being regarded in the community as rising young
fanners and stock dealers.
also raise alfalfa
vest

g

1

crops.

"I

1

resides

the

in

territory

of

Oklahoma;

Charles, a resident of California; Andrew
W., the subject of this review; Monroe, of

Oklahoma; Fannie Lewis, of Kansas
Missouri

;

Perry

homa and
:

;

City,

Loyd, a resident of Oklawho died at the age of

Olean,

seventeen years. The father of this family
identified with the Democratic party, and

is

mother

the
•

is

a

member

of the Methodist

Episcopal church.
A. W. Wilson, whose name introduces
this review, remained in his native state until eleven years of age, when he accompanied
his parents on their removal to Nodaway
county, Missouri, and in both Illinois and
Missouri was reared to farm life, early becoming familiar with the duties that fall to
In 1883 he made
the lot of a farmer boy.
the journey to Kansas, and after his arrival
in this state he spent five years as a sales-

man

in a

business house in the city of Kingfor two years he was employed

man, while

ANDREW

W. WILSON.

In 1894 he purchased
farm on which he now resides, consisting of four hundred and eighty acres, where
he is engaged in general farming and stock?
raising.
Upon his lace are good and substantial buildings, and everything about the
farm testifies to the skill and ability of the
in

Garfield count)'.

the

This influential and enterprising
Xinncscah t wnship is the owner

agri-

culturist of

of an excellent farm on section 22. and his
management of the estate is marked by the

knowledge and skill which charlie was born
acterize the modern farmer.
in Peoria county. Illinois, in 1864, and his
ancestors were aim nig the very early settlers
His paternal grandfather,
of that locality.
William Wilson, was a native of Virgin a,
and his son, William C. the father of our
subject, was born in Pe ria count}', Illinois,
scientific

:

1

owner

in his chosen calling.
In 1890, in Wichita, Kansas, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Wilson and
Miss Gertrude Moore, who was born near
n\ di m, Wayne county. Iowa. Her father,
Houston Moore, was a native of Indiana,
and during the Civil war he proved himself
(

'<
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brave and loyal defender of the cause
Which he espoused.
He died at the age of
twent} six years, leaving a widow and three
Frank, of Oklahoma; Gertrude,
children,
the wife of our subject; and Anna Hobson,
Mrs. Moore bore the
of Kingman county.
lean, and her
maiden name of Margarel
death occurred in Wichita. Kansas, in [900,
She was
fifty-two years.
at the age of
twice married, and by her second union had
McCort, a resident of Renfrow,
One son,
Oklahoma. The home of Mr. and Mrs.
Wilson has been brightened and blessed by
a

—

I

V

the presence of
in

two daughters,

icti

<

November,

in

— Edith, who

ber, 1891, and Edna, born

The Democracy

1893.

re-

Mr. Wilson's support and co-operation.
The cause of education has ever found
in him a warm friend, and for a number of
years he has been a member of the school
ceive-

board.

e

more

been

relation-

In his social

prominent

W

lie is

mem-

a

always been
and no one has

lie has

lmen.

in public affairs

actively or

commendably

inter-

and development of this
His life is exemplary
and he has the esteem of

ested in the welfare
if

many

in

the state.

respects,

hi- friends and the confidence of th<
have had business or social relations with

ways been

a Republican, unswerving in his
support of the principles as set forth in the
platform- formed at the national convenlie has been a delegate to conventions of his party, and in [891 he received
the nomination for the position of register
tions,

of deed- and

who

T. R. Wilson,

occupying the po-

is

November

was

of that year

which he has in
At the first
election he received a majority of two hundred, but at the succeeding election- he
gained a majority of four hundred and fifty
and four hundred and seventy-live.
He
never has any opposition in his own party,
and his long- continued service in office i- an
indication of his fidelity to duty and the high
respect and esteem in which he is held by
his fellow townsmen.
It
was Mr. Wilson
tinuously since by re-election.

who

originated the idea of making public
statements of the county's in-

quarterly

ess so that it could be constantly
before the people.
The plan he originated
has keen f. tlli wed, and has -hi w\ n a
in the indebtedness each year with the exception of the year 1895.
In [892
<

debtedness was one hundred and
:

in

[893,

thirt)

thii

and fifty-one

in

;

dollar-;

;

three thousand, three hun-

dred and thirte
dollars

WILSON.

in

elected to the office,

him.

T. R.

1571

.

thirty-

ne hundred and eighty-two
en thousand,
189

seven hundred and thirty-seven dollars: in
enty-one thousand, four hundred
and seventy-five d
liunand ninety-seven thousand, nine hunenty-

-

has resided in this locality since
and is one of the leading and influenti:
ly.

lars

lie was horn in Ireland, in [85
youth was employed at clerical work
in a dour mid.
In 1884, when eij
ge, he resolved to seek a home in the
new world, believing that he might thereby
Crossing the
benefit his financial con lition.
Atlantic to America, he d
Kansas and came
orth. After
a year here passed as a clerk he completed

:

and

<

'

of abstracts fn
the next four years
-

i

m

tin

was with

rid

E.

for

W. Wel-

lington.
In his political views

Mr. Wilson has

al-

nice,

fifty-six

th
In [81

-

ease with thirteen thousand, three hun-

in his

i

in

nd thirty-five dollars.

zens.

dred and forty-four doll
ent indebtedness from seventy-1
per cent, is for the purchase
lands.

pres-

prii

Mr. Wilsi

the office himself and tal
ins to
keep the records in an excellent condition.
if

November,

iN< 13,

Miss Eva
a daughter of John F. Baker, of
S.
this city.
They now have one son and one
daughter. Allevne and Thomas Baker.
In
1

'.aker
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upon the Republican ticket. He engages in
general practice in the county, district, state

home in Ellsworth, which
one of the commodious and pleasant res:dences of the city, Air. Wilson owns a half
section of valuable land two miles east of
Ellsworth, where he raises short-hom cattle,
having an excellent herd. Socially he is a
prominent representative of the Masonic fraternity, belonging to Ellsworth Lodge No.
146, F. & A. M., in which he has passed ail
of the chairs; Ellsworth Chapter. No. 54,
R. A. M. Ellsworth Council, No. 9, R. &
S. M.; St. Aldemar Commandery, No. 33,
K. T.. in which he is senior warden: and
Isis Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S., of Salina
and his name is likewise on the memberaddition to their
is

and federal courts and is a capable lawyer,
having a comprehensive knowledge of the
science of jurisprudence.

In addition to his
law practice he has also bought and sold

large

;

ship roll of the

Ellsworth.

He

Modern Woodmen Camp of
is a member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church

of

its

board of

and is the chairman
Mr. Wilson is a
taking an active in-

trustees.

public-spirited citizen,

amounts of

land,

and

in this direction

has contribtued in no immaterial degree to
the development and progress of his adopted
county. The cause of education has always
tound in him a warm friend, and for several
years he has served as a member of the
school board of Great Bend and has been
president and treasurer of the Central Normal College. He has thus been closely associated with three very important interests
in the substantial progress and development
of any county, and in the history of Great
Bend he certainly deserves honorable mention.

terest in everything that pertains to the wel-

fare of his adopted county, yet

it

is

not be-

REGINALD

cause of special prominence in public affairs
and is justly entitled to the respect and esteem of his fellow men, for his
personal qualities are such as to make men
honor him. In manner he is genial, affable
and courteous, and he has won popularity
in the city of his adoption.

H.

MEAD,

M. D.

that he has

Reginald H.

occupies a position
of distinction as a representative of the medfraternity in Great Bend, in Barton
county. His entire business career has been
devoted to the alleviation of human suffering and as a representative of one of the
most important and valuable professions to
ical

which man can devote his energies. His life
has proven of great benefit to his fellow citizens.
He was born in Louisville. Kentucky,
in 1870, and is a son of David Mead, D. D..
whose successful life permitted him to live
in quiet retirement during his last days.
He
died in 18S9. at the age of fifty-nine years.
The Doctor attended the public schools,

GEORGE W. MINOCKS.
George W. Minocks is the senior member of the bar of Great Bend in years of continuous connection with its legal interests,
for he established an office in this city on the
1st of July, 1872. and has since engaged in
practice.
He was born in Jefferson county,
Iowa, in 1844, a son of Rowell Minocks.
Having prepared for the bar, he came to
Great Bend in the days of the early development of the city and served as the first counhaving been appointed to the
August. 1872. and elected the sucHe was likewise chosen to
ceeding fall.
that office in 1882 and 1884. serving eleven
In 1885 he was elected disyears in all.
judge, and again, from 1890 until
trict
1802, he was county attorney, being elected

Mead

there

acquiring

his

literary

education,

which was supplemented by a course in the
Louis Medical College, of St. Louis, Missouri, and on completing the course in that

St.

institution

ty attorney,
office in

I

j

entered the

Beaumont Hospital

Medical College, in wheh he was graduated
in March. 1S96. For a year thereafter he engaged in hospital practice and then opened
an office in St. Louis, where he remained until 1899. when he came to Great Bend. KanHe was
sas. where he began practice alone.
equipped with a broad and complete knowl-

HISTORY.
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ience of medicine

medical and

Splendid

surgical

and with

ti

illi;

1

appliances,

from the beginning,
itiful parlors and consultal
making
rooms
his office very atoperating
his pati
onstantly
tractive, and
growing as he demonstrates his skill.
Mr. Mead married Miss Cora F. Hopippie,
if
Si
ighter of Joseph F.
md they now have one child. Arthur
the Masonic
fraternity and i- pasl -ran.! of the
il

1

\\
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l<

i

i

[i

1

Kentucky.

in

nn ived to Chariton
county, Missouri, and was there married to
1

Mar) McCrearj

She was born

.

[810, but

1

when

in

1

six years of age,

was taken by her parents to Mise was reared and educated.
couple were b irn the fol13
lowing named children:
Napoleon B., the
[816,

in

subject of this review
!

a}

i

Irn'.

of

1

;

Salina, the wife of

tennessey,

<

Ikl

Melvina, the wife of Talton Whil

and examining physician of the
Order of United Workmen, the
Imen, the Maccabees, the NaAid, Woodmen of the World and the
of

Ancient

\\

tional

Dr. Mead has won high
professional brethren and
d
|lso secured a liberal public patronage,
is to-day justly accounted one of the promicomity,
for
adopted
his
of
nent physicians

Royal Neighbors.

m

his

i

he keeps in touch with the most advanced
fought of the day. is devoted to his proand is very painstaking; in diagnos;e and his methods of treating the
same.

Mound

died at

\\ illiams, a

resident of

iklahoma b'rank, who
died in Douglas county, Kansas, at the age
en ear- and Ji ihn, v
same county at the age of sixteen years.
The father of this family, who was born in
1809, passed away in death at Perryville,
at the age of sixty-two years, and
the mother died in Douglas county, Kansas,
when she had reached the aj
:

\

:

.

home

During- the Civil war her

years.

in

Lawrence. Kansas, was robbed and burned,
but she was a brave woman and
trials of pioneer life and the danger- of the
war with Christian fortitude. She passed
awaj in die faith of tlie Presbyterian church.
of which she was a worthy and o
I

NAPOLEON

B.

BLANTON.

Captain Napoleon B. Blanton, one of the
respected pioneer settlers of Kan-

pld and
sas,

who

California: Benjamin,
City, Missi uri; J im

came

to the

1854. and he
Early history

Sunflower state as early as
a prominent factor in the

was

the o anmonwealth. He was
born in Ray county. Missi tin. on the 2d of
November. 1829, and his maternal ancestors
1

if

were among the early pioneers of Missouri,
j
from Tennessee to that state
The paternal grandas early as
1816.
f
father
our subject, John
was born in Kentucky, and was defrom an old Huguenot famscended
ily
came to the United States
that
from Holland prior to the Revolutionary
war.
John Blanton died in Kentucky, and
at his death left a widow, who
maiden name of Webb, and was his third

member.
Napoleon B. Blanton, the immediate subject of this review, was reared to farm life
in the count) of his nativity, and to its
school system he i- indebted i<>v the educational advantages which he received in his

The schools which Be attends
were of the must primitive kind, conts and benches, and he was

vouth.
ever,

obliged

b
]-.

1

:

wife. One of their children became the wife
of Governor Boggs, of Missouri.

miles

1

tn attend school.

1

m

The year [854

the Sunflower state,
here was in building the

d his arrival in

and
toll

work

his first

Wakarusa

bridj
iuth

of

Law

river,

four

rence, but prior to this

1848, he had charge of a
ment train of wagons on the old trail, during- which time he had many Indian
During the bortights on Walnut creek.
time, in

der wars he

served under Captain

John
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Brown, with whom he took part in a number of battles, was also with Captain Walker,
another noted "free soiler" during the border troubles, and was also with Colonel Jim

Lane

Titus Place, near Lecompton, KanAfter the troubles had subsided Mr.
Blanton embarked in the real-estate and
stuck business at Humboldt. Kansas, and was
one of the founders of that town. In 1862
he raised a command for the Union army,
which became known as the Fourth Kansas
Infantry, and his regiment made a gallant
record during that memorable struggle.
During his army career he saw much active
service, in Missouri and Kansas, participating in the battle of Fort Scott, the two severe battles at Xewtonia, Cain Hill, Prairie
Grove and Sheffield. At the latter place he
was taken sick ami for many months thereafter was an invalid.
After his recovery he
at

sas.

was transferred
Corps and was

to the

sent

Twenty-second
to

Army

Greensburg. Ken-

He afterward served as captain of
K, Ninth Veteran Reserved Corps,
and was on duty at Washington, D. C. and
Later he served
at Georgetown tor a time.
under General Sheridan at Xew Orleans,
was thence ordered up the river to an interior parish of Louisiana, where he had
command of the freedman's bureau for five
months.
Before leaving for the war Mr. Blanton
had represented his district in the state legislature, and in 1868, on
the Republican
tucky.

Company

he was again elected to that important position. He afterward went from Allen county to Abbyville, Kansas, where he
served as president of a land company of
that city, and in 1878 came to Barber counTwo years later, in 1880. he became the
ty.
owner of his present fine farm of two hundred and forty acres, forty acres of which
is devoted to an orchard, and on his place
he has erected a two-thousand-dollar resiticket,

dence.

His marriage was celebrated

county, Kansas, in
Harriet Godfrey became
born in Warren county.
ter of James and Eliza
fey

The

1857.

in

when

whose daughter married

During his active business career he
carried on farming and stock-raising, was
a Republican in his political views and was

member

of the United Brethren church.
the father of the billowing chilMrs. Elizabeth Thompson, of Medicine Lodge. Barber county; berry, who became a member of an Illinois regiment for
service in the Civil war when seventeen years
of age, and his death occurred in the Black
Hills. South Dakota: Henry, a minister in
the
Methodist Episcopal church in the
Chickasaw nation Peter, a prominent cattle
man of Indian Territory; Edward, who is
also a resident of the Territory and is ena

He became

dren

:

:

gaged in the same business as his brother;
ami Baxter, who died in the Indian nation.
The mother of this family is still living, also
making her home in Indian Territory, and
she has reached the good old age of eighty
years.
Mrs. Blanton was reared and educated

in

Indiana, near

nis

Flynn,

of

Oklahoma:

who

Terry,

free
had the honor of having the
homestead
bill
passed
in
Washington,

D.

C.

;

Emma,

the

deceased

wife

of

of
Lodge,
Lindley.
Medicine
L.
Kansas; Fannie, the widow of Frank StreetCharles, who was acer, of Barber county
cidentally killed in Texas at the age of nineteen years: Sally, the wife of D. P. Crowl.
of Dallas. Texas: Xellie. the wife of H. E.
Julian, of Lawton. Oklahoma, where he is
T.

;

serving as register of deeds: John, at

home;

Frank, also of Lawton. Oklahoma: and Besthe wife of L. A. Heckard. of Kara.
Kansas.
sie,

Cof-

)

an

Monmouth. Warren

county. Illinois, and for forty-five years has
proved to her husband a true and loving
companion. The following children have
blessed the union of our subject and wife,
namely: Addie, the wife of Hon. Den-

Miss

Indiana, a daughNichols Godfrey.
mother was descended from an Indian

chief,

county. Kansas, at the
years.

LEVI FLORA.

She was

his wife.

(

Mr. Godfrey died in Montgomery
age of fifty-eight

pioneer.

Ohio

As an

early settler

and prominent

citi-

zen of Rice county, and as a representative
farmer and stock-grower of this section. Mr.
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Flora is properh accorded recognition in
work, which lias to do with those who
have been the founders and builders of this
favored section of the Sunflower state.
He
was born in Monroe county, Indiana, on the
17th
f June.
r& rge
1853, being a son
and .Mary (Butcher) Flora, the forn
win an was born in Kentucky and the latter
in Tennessee, while their marriage w
this

1

1

1

1

f
Indiana.
emnized in the state
The •paternal grandfather of our subject was Matthew Flora, who was numbered among the
successful farmers of Kentucky, whither he
emigrated from Germany, his native land,
ami became one of the early settlers of Kentucky,
alater
his
son Matthew,
did
m liana, to which state he reof
moved from Kentucky, in [824.
he entered land and improved a farm
1

I

the

in

-midst

and upon

this

1

virgin

the

f

rest,

f

farm he continued

was

honest

plain,

a

farmer, having n

for public notoriety or offic

piration

He and

:

al

po-

were b >th
devoted members of the Baptist church and
sterlingworth
of charwe e known for their

Of

acter.
irge

1
1

1

came

his estimable wife

their four childr n

>\;is

William died

1;

we record

that

the father of the subjeel of this

the wife of Will

in

Indiana: Minda be-

am Smith and Nancy,
;

who never

Ge

married, is als
rge Flora, the father of our subject.
in Kentucky ami thence removed

was born

with his parents to Indiana, in 1824. being
In the
a lad of twelve years at the time.
\

i

his father in clearing
leer

to

would become disand forthwith would pull Up stakes
e os to some other point.
Finallj
the family took up their abode in Nodaway
county, Missouri, and there our subject began to take charge of the family affairs.
family, but soon he

his

satisfied

and mi

I

manhood,

aid-

ami improving

effected the put

he_\

homestead and placing it unci
and be remained at the parental
had attained the age of twenyears, when he married and
1

-

independent career.
giving
n to farming and to work
He was of a someat the carpenter's trade.
and made many
what roving
chang
m, in Indiana, Iowa and
Missouri
He was very energetic, however,
Wish a home
and wherever he v
he was soon able to make a goo living for
his

.

1

who

passed away in 1895, at
he'd membership in the
hurch, while his wife held the faith
Brethren.
Of their fifteen
of the United
but >>ne lived to attain years of
a

devoted wife,
le

age.

ie

I

1

maturity and

nine survive at the
the children we enter the followWilldata: Catherine married
iam Marr; Lydia became the wife of E.
Thacker; Daniel served tlw ugh the war of

ing

Of

brief

made

the Rebellion,

the

famous march fron>

Atlanta to the sea with Sherman, and his
death occurred in the state of Iowa: Mary
iats; Ella
became the wife of Ge

married Mercer Murber; Sarah became the
Mr.
.inebaugh
John died in
i$JJ. leaving a wife and one child: Levi is
immediate subject of this sketch:
:.bc
Martha and Etta were twins the former
S. Day and
.1

:

I

I

I

ter

marrying
.

I

J.

Mainard; Parlina is the
Asbury and Martha are

>rake;

twins, the former being a farmer
county, and the latter being the wife of
Rufus Ellsworth; Matilda A. is the wife
of

J<

*1

fourth

1

1

1

sixten

inaugurated

1

1

home
with

mall farm.

1

disheartened the young man that he decided to east in his fortunes with the state
of Kansas, whither he came in 1N7N, settling
ounty, in company with his pat
ents and the other children, and here the
father died in 1887, being survived by his
s

tivation.

until he

>\

bul a series of floods destroyed the

tune.

I

1862, at the venerable age of eighty years.
Matthew Fl >ra
side until hi- death, in

575

1

1

a

who was

isan,

.

the

the family.

Levi Flora, to
inied

whom

th

his parent-

on

from on<
quent cha

their
rid

removal

in their

he

50 brief

an interval

hie

any one place
was very much

in

his early educational training
:ted,

but be

made

use of the opportunities

forded him. acquiring a

fre-

was

good

the
af-

practical edu-
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cation and soon demonstrating the fact that
was capable of taking care of himself, and

lie
it

is

a matter

t

i

exceeding

gratifi

him that he was also enabled to provide a
good home for his parents in their declining
years.

When

he inaugurated his independ-

ent business career he rented a small

farm

Rice county. Kansas, and after buying a
team and wagon and paying all incidental
bills lie found h mself ten cents in debt and
had nothing with which to buy supplies for
his family or food for his burses, but by
careful management, industry and economy
they managed to get through the winter,
and in the following year be and one of his
brothers bought of a squatter bis claim to
a tract of school land, erecting a cheap house
and making other improvements on the
place, and in 1885 they purchased the land
from the state. The tract bad an area of
one hundred and sixty acres, and they conin

tinued the improvement and cultivation of
the farm with such success that the} were
soon aide to purchase an additional tract,
making the aggregate area of their place two
hundred and eighty acres. Later our subject erected a commodious two-story frame
bouse, with all modern conveniences, and
also equipped the farm with a fine barn,
and other
tool-house
granaries,
large

He has now a fine
orchard of more than one thousand fruit
trees and also a beautiful grove of shade
The fields are under
trees upon the place.
a high state of cultivation and he has'ample
pasture lands for his live stock, and his farm
is now recognized as one of the finest and
test improved in the western part of Rice
requisite outbuildings.

county.

The property

is

clear of

all

encum-

brance, and all this "has been accomplished
within twenty-five years though his application of energy, thrift and enterprise and

through honest and honorable effort. Mr.
Flora carries on general agriculture and
stock-growing, receiving a good revenue
each vear from his fields, orchard and stock,
and he is considered one of the solid men
of the county.

In the vear 188 Mr. Flora was united in
marriage to .Miss Elma Dexter, a lady of
She was born in
culture ami refinement.
1

Warren county, Pennsylvania, on the 7th of
May, 1857, being a daughter of Oscar and
Celesta
(Peck)
Dexter.
Her paternal
grandfather. John Dexter, was a farmer by
vocation, and he removed from Vermont to
Pennsylvania, where he passed the remainder of his life.
His children were seven in

number, namely:

George Henry; Newton;

Oscar, the father of Mrs. Flora; Merrill,
wdio is a clergyman of the Baptist church;
Andrew; Mary, who is now the wife of
N. Bates; and James. The maternal grandfather of Mrs. Flora was Joseph Peck,
of New York state, wdience he removed to
Pennsylvania and there spent the residue of
his days, having been a shoemaker by trade,
but having devoted many years of his life
to agricultural pursuits.
His children were
Louisa, who married Dr. G. M.
as follows
Alsdurff; Jane, who became the wife of
Fred Wise; Emily, who became the wife of
H. Scovten; Lovilla, who married Osten
Aikens; Celesta, the mother of Mrs. Flora;
:

and Morgan and Edward. Mrs. Flora's faOscar Dexter, was a native f Vermont, and his marriage to Miss Peck was

ther,

solemnized

1

1

in

Pennsylvania.

He

enlisted

a Union soldier and was in active
and arduous service during two years of the
war of the Rebellion, receiving his honorable

as

discharge at the expiration of this period,
reason of disability resulting from
wounds received in battle. He then returned
to Pennsylvania, but in 1865 he disposed of

by

farm in that state and removed to Michwhere he bought a farm and remained
upon the same for one year, after which he
went again to Pennsylvania. Later he returned to Michigan and thence removed to
Missouri, where he bought a farm, disposing
of this property in 1868 and coming to Kansas in that year. He here located on a farm
in Crawford county, wdtere he maintained
his home for four years, and thereafter he
Spent eight months in Arkansas, when he returned to Kansas and located in Wichita,
while in 1874 he came to Rice county and
located a homestead in Pioneer township,
making the best of improvements a's time
passed and there developing a valuable farm,
which he still owns, though at the present'
his

igan,
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tune he and his wife arc with one of their
sons
'The

who is impiw ing a farm in H
home of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Dexter
(

was blessed with five children, namely:
Elma, the wife of our subject; Edwin, of
died al the age of
Ethel, whi
iklahoma
Iklahom
of
Elroj
eleven yearKiml
Edith, the wife of J.
charge of the homestead farm of his wife's
i

i

:

;

.

*

lather.

Mr. and Mrs. Flora are the parents

oi

Elton, born February 27,
four children:
Ver[887; Ora, born December 14. 1891
non, horn November 30, 1895; and Ervln,
horn Fel ruary 9, [900. Mr. Flora is a man
of fine physique, being above the average
weight, and he is a man of strong character
;

and

distinct

individuality, taking an

in everything that
welfare of the community.

interesl

the

to

p< rl lins

Politically

he

was originally a Republican', later joined the
Ref rni party and in 1900 he nave his supthe late William McKinley for the

He reserves the right to vote
presidency.
for the man of his choice, regardless of part)
He is a man of high integrity
affiliations.
and honor, commanding the respect of his
His wife is a w
fellow citizens.
gracious and kindly nature and she shared
with him cheerfully all the hardships and
trials of their early married life, v
imw presides over their delightful home with
such gracious hospitality that the same is a

who

favorite resort of their host of friend-,
esteem them for their sterling w

many

excellencies of heart

S77

he still retains the ownership of the first
quarter section of government laud t" which
claim was entered in Rice count}, while he

was the one
has

been

to

make

previousl)

the original entry, as

noted

by

inference.

Mr- quarter section had been previously
taken up by Andrew Johnson, who died before proving on the claim. SO that the land

Mr.
reverted to the government.
Hodgson then entered In- claim and forthwith began the work of improvement, while
he eventually proved title and secured in
ilue course of time his deed to the properly.
Great changes have occurred in this -,r-

then

tion of the

Sunflower state since that early
day when he thus took up his home in a
section which was on the frontier and pracAs the
tically isolated from civilization.
years have fallen into the abyss of time
other settlers have come to Rice count) and
the wild land lias been reclaimed and transformed into line farms, equalling in attractiveness and fertility those to
within any other section of our vast national domain, while the stretching prairies
are dotted with comfortable farm homes.
school-houses ami churches: towns and viltve sprung into existence, bringing
:u all the industries and business enterprise known t,» the older east, and today Rice county is an important section of
a great and prosperous commonwealth.
In the picturesque and histoi
andi .in valley. Virginia,
ieorge V
I

i<

<

son was horn, the date of his nativity hava year rendered
ing been March 15, [848,
memorable as the one in which gold was

—

and mind.

uel

GEORGE W. HODGSON.

His

in California.

discovered

Hodgson, was born

in

fathi

Frederick coun-

Virginia, being a sou of Abner Hodgson,
who likewise was a native of the >ld Do-

ty.

(

Rice county would
complete without the record of George
X.i

history of

Hodgson, who was the first settler
its borders and who from that

lie

W.

families

early-

epoch has been actively and honorably connected with the work of improvement and
development. He arrived in this county in
of the year 1870. and through more
than three decades he has here consecutively
been engaged in agricultural pursuits, while

a

representative

early

where was

I

within

minion and

established in that
cradled much of our national his-

When the war of the Revolution was
inaugurated Abner Hodgson secured a substitute to aid in the gaining of in
ence. and he was signally devoted to the
tory.

cause of the colonies i;i their effoi
cape from the unjust domination of the
He was a planter and
mother country.
|
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slave-owner and carried on his operations
upon an extensive scale, having one of those
fine country estates which were the pride of
the Old Dominion in the early clays and up
to the time of the Civil war.
In that state
the family was founded in the early colonial
epoch, the original ancestors having come
thither from England, where the lineage is
traced through many generations of sturdy

of her gracious personality, so that in her
grateful evening of life she has the affection
and esteem of "hosts of friends."

On

the old Virginia plantation where he
opened his eyes to the light of day
George W. Hodgson was reared. He secured his early educational training in the
first

and worthy stock.
Samuel Hodgson, the father of our subject, was reared on the old plantation
in
Virginia, and when he had attained to man's
estate he was united in marriage to Miss
Rebecca Bean, a daughter of a well known
Virginia planter and a representative of one
of the old and distinguished families of that
state.
Samuel and Rebecca (Bean) Hodgson became the parents of nine children,
concerning whom we incorporate the following brief record
Abner, James, John and
Nathaniel are all now deceased Clay is a
prominent citizen of Union township. Rice
county. Kansas Eliza is the wife of a Mr.
Howard, of Oregon: George W. is the immediate subject of this sketch: Mary maintains her
home in Winchester, Virginia,
:

;

;

and that

city

is

other surviving

The honored
successfully

many

home

of the

Mrs. Florence Willis.
this

family,

after

conducting his plantation for

was finally called to his eternal
the venerable age of eighty-three

years,
at

rest,

likewise the

sister,

father of

was a man of spotless integrity
and ever retained the confidence and high regard of all who knew him. He was loyal
to the Union during the war of the Rebellion and gave an earnest support to Lincoln
years,

lie

administration of national affair- during the dark and gloomy period of the hiswhen brother was often
arrayed against brother and when it became
in his

tory of our republic,

veritably true that a "man's

they of his

own household."

own

foes

were

He was

fear-

advocacy of his honest convictions, and over the record of his life there
falls no shallow of wrong.
His widow, a
woman of noble and gentle character, is
still living, having attained the age of eightynine years, and being honored by all who
know her and have come under the influence
less

in

his

.

of the locality, but eventually his
youthful ambition led him to seek his fortune
far from the state where his ancestors had
lived and labored to goodly ends. In 1870,
when twenty-two years of age. he came to
Kansas and forthwith identified his interests
with those of Rice county, where he has
remained continuously since. In the fall of
1 87 1
he entered claim to the homestead
farm where he now resides, but previously
to this he had riled a pre-emption claim to the
southwest quarter of section 34, Union
township. He first took up his abode in a
sod lmuse of the primitive type so common
to the early pioneer days, and later he constructed a dug-out. and in this he kept bachelor's hall while he proceeded with the improvement and cultivation of bis farm.
Finally he removed from his pre-emption
claim to his present farm, in Rockville
township, and here constructed another sod
house, in which he lived for a number of
Finally, however, this pioneer abode
years.
was replaced by a good residence. As time
passed and his financial resources have been
increased he has added continuously to his
local
real-estate holdings until his landed
possessions now reach the notable aggregate
area of eight hundred acres. This fine farm
is enclosed with Page woven-wire
fence,
and splendid equipments are to be fi >und on
this model farmstead, including a grove of
forty acres and a fine orchard, which yields
excellent returns ior the care bestowed. The
buildings are commodious and substantial
and the extensive barns afford shelter for
grain and stock, while excellent pastures
furnish an adequate feed supply for the live
stock during the summer months.
Mr.
has upon his place at the time of
this writing one hundred and seventy head
of white-faced Hereford cattle and a large
herd of Chester White hogs.
His annual
sales of stock aggregate about three bun-
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to

him

a

handsome

farm is divided into
four hundred acres of bottom land and an
return.

financial

its

prominent

Ili<

equal amount of upland,

all

lying within the

if
Rockville township, except about
acres in Union township.
Mr. Hodgson has been three times marMjelvina
[872 he wedded
Jul)
Brady, who was bom in Kentucky, and they
became the parents of one son, Samuel, who
is now a student in the Kansas State Agricultural College, at Manhattan. Riley COunivho married Miss Lena Allen, of
For his second wife our subRice county.
ject chose Miss Mary Morrison, of Wayne
county. Iowa, who died in 1885, leaving a
daughter, Georgiana Rebecca, who j> now
a student in the high school at Little River.
On the 22d of March. 1886, Mi. Hodgson
married his present wife, whose maiden
name was Amelia Barkley. Mr.
and his estimable wife have become the parol children.
Charles M.
Frank.
Mrs. Hodgson is a member of the
Methodist church and is a lady of

ial

.

I

—

1

marked refinement and pleasing
Mr.

1

todgson

is

presence.

recognized as one of the

Upon the
community depends

financiers.

activity of a

prosperity and the
as leading cil

head of exteiiM

eight)

i
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.

men who
hose

its

are recognized

who

are at the

1

Mian of broad capabilities

\

nes forward

to Successful completion whatever he undertakes.
A native of Pennsylvania, he
\

June 15. 1843, '""' s
descent, his grandparents on both sides
having come from the fatherland and locat-

at

Blairsville,

'

man

ed in eastern

Pennsylvania, but at an early
day removed to the western part of the
same state.
His paternal grandparents,
John and Elizabeth Wolf Fair, made their
home in Indiana county, where our subject's father. Jacob Fair, was
born and
reared.
On reachinng manhood he was
married, in [832, to Miss Eliza Leibengood, a native of Westmoreland county,
Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Henri and
Katharine
The
(George)
Leibengood.
1

1

their

marriei

Chestnut Ridge, in Indiana counwhere Mr. Fair owned a farm. The
ty,
country was too rough and tl
f

1

in this portion of

to yield good crops, but as their
abundance of timber

township trustee and assessor,

those days the father's chief occupation was
getting out lumber for varii us
Upon that farm his six children were born
and reared, there being three older than our

sentatives of the Populist party

His fellow
Rice count}-.
ynizing his worth and ability,
have frequently called him to public office,
and it may be noted that he has served as
latter

filling

the

for a period, of eigl
creditable and honorable manner.
many lines he has aided materially

pi isitii >n
-:

Along

in the progress and development
of the
county and his name is synonymous with
le
conduct and manly principles,
While be is one of the popular pioneer citizens of this section of the state.

1

|

subject and

whom

are

two daughters younger,
living with the exo

all

of

still

the young
both deceased.

Our

subject's

boyhood days up
were mosth

to

the

lurteen years

helping his father

in

various ways, such as

up tan bark, piling up staves and
and with the aid of an
doing what the boys termed "snaking out"
rew older
they became dissatisfied with the hard
ous life on top of Chestnut Ridge
and wandered away from home, attracted
setting

shingles,

TOIIX

P.

FAIR.

John P. Fair, president of the Mankato
State Bank, of Mankato, Kansas, is entitled
to distinction as

one of the most progressive

and enterprising men of
and occupies a "

state

fi

this section of the

n

among

by the tide of emigration to the west

them locating not tar from Des Moines,
Iowa.
The glowing descriptions of the
great west which thev sent home so n im-

58o
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bued the father with the spirit of the times,
and being induced to sell the rough farm, in
[857, with his family, removed to Stephenson county, Illinois, where he located on a
beautiful farm near Lena. Our subject was
then fourteen years of age, but up to that
time bad scarcely any education advantages,
a school on the ''Ridge" being somewhat of
an uncertainty. If the neighbors wanted a
school they bad to bunt up a teacher and
then start him around through the neighborhood with a subscription paper. If he
succeeded in raising sufficient funds to satisfy himself he would teach, but if he could
not secure enough there was no school,
which was frequently the case. After coming to Illinois, however. Mr. Fair had the
advantages of school during a part of the
year, attending each winter term.
By diligently applying himself to his studies he
qualified himself for a teacher, and at the
age of eighteen was granted a certificate by
the county superintendent.
Mr. Fair bad been engaged in teaching
school near his home only a short time
when there came a very urgent call to arms,
the country having become involved in Civil
war, and lie at once enlisted in the Sixtvseventb Illinois Volunteer Infantry.
A
short time afterward two of his brothers

and as bis oldest brother had
already gone to Chicago to live the parwere left alone on the farm. They pleaded with him to return home when his short
term of enlistment should expire, and this
he did, remaining with them until the close
of the war, when his older brothers were
discharged and returned to the parental
also enlisted,

ents

roof.

In 1866 Mr. Fair went to Bates county,
Missouri, with the intention of making that

home, but becoming dissatisfied at the
end of a year he returned to Illinois, where
be was variously employed for two or three
years.
He was married on Thursday, November 3, 1S70, to Miss Mattie E. Montague, who was born August 3, 1S4S, and
was the youngest daughter of Luman and
Elvira (Clark) Montague.
She was educated at Mount Carroll Seminary at Mount
Carroll, Illinois.
The .Montague family is
his

a widely extended one in America, with a
genealogical tree running back to the time
the
Norman conquest of England.'
About one thousand years ago the Montague family flourished in northern France,
as is evidenced by the castles, mountains,
fortresses and towns bearing that name.
History records the name of one of the
family, Drogo De Montagu (Lat. de Moffl

of

teacuto and Montacute) bom about 1040,
who became the trusted companion, follower and intimate friend of Robert, early
of Morton, the favorite brother of William,

Duke

of

Normandy, and

in

whose

retinue

be acompanied the expedition of sixty thousand men and three hundred ships to England in 1066, thus making the advent of

Montague upon the shores of EngWilliam, having conquered the counhis
followers with large
grants of land and Drogo received large
possessions.
The history and genealogy of
the Montague family in America, descendants of Richard Montague of Hadley now
Hatfield), Massachusetts, and Peter Montague, of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania,
was compiled in 1886. Mrs. Fair's father,
Luman Montague, of the seventh generation from Richard, was one of the six pioneers of northern Illinois who settled in
Stephenson county. He was a man of sterling worth and noble character, widely
the

first

land.
try,

rewarded

(

known and prominent
of northern Illinois.

in the early history

—a man

of indomitable
energy, courage and strong in his convicwith a kindly heart and generous
qualities that made him greatly loved and
respected wherever known, and his death
closed a well spent and useful life.
His
funeral was largely attended, and as "Uncle
Luman" had been a great lover of flowers
it was but fitting that he should be laid to
rest among them.
The floral tribute contions, but

sisted of two hundred bouquets of flowers
dropped into the open grave by his friends

as they passed by, a beautiful token of love
Uffito Mr. and Mrs. Fair were
born three children, but two died in infancy.
N. M. Fair, their only living child, born in
1874. was graduated in the University of
Chicago in 1809, anc s now cashier of the

and esteem.

^

'
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Mankato Suite Bank, of which

his father

is

president.

The Wednesday following their marriage Mr. ami Mrs. Fair removed to a onefarm near Lena.
hnndred-acre
Illinois,
which he had purchased and paid for with
Clone) previously earned by hard work.
There they lived very happil) for five years
and then removed to a much larger farm
Lena, where they made their home
west
f
Until the spring of [880, when they sold the
place and all personal propert) and moved
t" Gladbrook, Tama county, Iowa.
There
Mr. Fair was engaged in the hardware busiAfter a fewd in loaning money.
1

years his inclinations seemed to draw him
pore and more into the loaning business,

1581

In connecbusiness and executive ability.
tion with the general banking business they

making somewhat

are also

of a specialty of

farm loans.
Although reared a Lutheran,

with the
of

Masonic

Pythias, the

(

fraternity,

Knights

the

>rder of the

and the Grand Army of the Republic.
In
his political views he
een a Re'

publican, but at local elections votes

men

fi

for an openor organize a hank.
With
that purpose in view he located in Mankato,
Jewell county, Kansas, in 1886, and purchased the Bank of Mankato. a -mall insti<>ut

had been organized in 1883, infereasing its capital to forty thousand dollar-.
Finding conditions more favorable to
state than to private banks he reorganized,
on July 1. [899, the old Bank of Mankato
into the present Mankato State Bank, with a
capital of fifty thousand dollars. While it is
not the largest bank in the state it is considered one of the safest financial institutions
in Kansas, and enjoys the patronage of one
of the best communities in the world.
The
tution that

occupied

\

is

a substantial

1

imposing and majestic in appearance,
and was erected with a view to business
comfort. The firsl floor, on which the bankness is transacted, is a marvel of
Beauty of arrangement and convenii
is fitted throughout with elaborate and costly
furniture and the other necessary parapherbrick,

nalia requisite to an institution of this
Itoard of directors consists of J. P. Fair.
Mattie E. Fair. F. M. Horn. David
X. M. Fair and C. H. >lson. all of Man!
and its officers are 1. P. Fair, president; F.
M. Morn, vice-president: and X. M. Fair,
cashier.
The business of the bank is constantly increasing, which is due in an eminent degree to the courtesy and accommo1

W

<

if

the officers, as well as their srood

r

the

qualifie

esl

I

party lines. He
preferment and has only served on school
hoard-, being presidenl
f the b ard of edu-

and he began looking around
ivy

Fair

Mir.

has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal church since [882, to which his wife
also belongs, and socially he is co

Public-

and progressive, he gives

spirited

support to

liberal

a

enterprises calculated to prove

all

of public benefit, and take-

a

1

everything pertaining to the welfan
adopted city and state.
He is a man of
recognized ability, and
directed eft' irts has beo une quite pn
being one of the large real-estate owners
I

tly one of the heaviest tax
Mankato.
[i

paver-

in

ROBERT

M.

The farming and
worth county,

HARMON.

sfo
:

::

I

men
both

wb

line-

locality

the hands of

1

of industn
the le

ce

among

in

their

the

repn
tion is Robert M. Harmon, who resid
_>.
ifi. 8. where he has a ranch of
fertile si >il and where
88* .
he has heen c
tial

:

The

birth of

Mr. Harmon occut

1852, in Schuyler county. Illinois,
and he is a son of John and Elizabeth
Harmon, both parents being natives of
April

2.

unty.

Kentucky, where they were

united in marriage, and removed to IlliMr. Harmon was a
nois at an earlv dav.
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pioneer of Schuyler county, where he was
engaged for many years in farming along
Sugar creek.
Later he moved into Mch d unty and from there to Warren
county, locating near Monmouth, Illinois,
and there he died in Noveml er, S 7 at the
age of seventy-three years, the
widow surviving but one year. Their family of children consisted of three sons and
five daughters, their names being as f< '11. i\\ s
Elijah, a resident of Illinois; Louisa, the
wife of W. H. Lutz. of Lyons, Kansas:
Celia, the wife of James McClintock,
of
Lyons, Kansas; Julia, the wife of T. A.
Butler, of Oklahoma; Anna, the wife of
William Welch, of Lyons, Kansas Emma,
the wife of Thomas Horner, of Ellsworth
canity; Robert M., of this sketch; an John
W.. of Creston. Iowa'.
i

>,

I

:

;

1

Robert M. Harmon, of this biography,
was reared on the farm and acquired his education in the

mained

common

schools.

He

re-

twenty-one years of age with
his father, and then began work for the
ring farmers of Warren county. Illinois, but after his marriage, in 1875, he
and cultivated it one year and
then removed to Union canity, Iowa. Here
he operated rented land until he came to
Ellsworth count}', in [886, at this lime bleating on the Butler ranch, which was the
property of his brother-in-law, T. A. Butler.
Until 1890 he remained on this land
and then purchased bis >wn ranch.
The property now owned by our subject is well adapte to agriculture and stockraising, and he has three hundred acres under cultivation and also cultivates two hundred acres of rented land he also rents two
whole sections for grazing purposes, keeping from one to two hundred head of cattle and twenty horses.
He feeds grain and
usually feeds more than he raises, shipping
every year from seventy-five to me hundred
head. Mr. Harmon has paid close attention
to his stock and has carefully graded it and
improved with pure bred animals. His success in establishing himself in Ellsworth
ci unty has been remarkable in one way. as
he came to the state a poor man and for a
until

1

make on farm hand wages,

but he

is

of the

winch makes the good citizens
a
county like Ellsworth. Hard-working and
provident, progressive and far-sighted, he
fiber

<

f

has so managed his opportunities that now
he is one of the substantial men of his locality, owning one .of its most valuable estates.

Mr.

Harmon

in educational

has taken a great interest
matters in Ellsworth county

and has been

identified with almost

all of
the movements for the advancement of
school facilities and has served on the school

board continuously ever since his settlement
here.

The marriage of Mr. Harmon was celebrated on December 1, 1875, to Mi-- Mary
Thomas, who was a daughter of Mathew
and Emeline Rayburn Thomas, and she
was born in Warren county. Ilk nois, and
to them eight children were born, the six
survivors being as follows:
Jessie A.;
Fairy L.
Mildred M. Blanche E. Bert
M. and Robert M., while those deceased
were:
Harry, who died in 1891, at the
age of twelve years: and Clarence, who died
on December 29, 1889, at the age of two
years.
Mr. Harmon possesses ;. pleasant
home and an intelligent family and has every
reason to feel satisfied with the prosperity
which has attended him since coming to
Ellsworth county, where he has built up
an enviable reputation for strict integrity
and upright living.
)

(

;

;

;

;

1

JOHN

C.

BROWX.

;

<

number of year- saved only

vvhal

John

C.

Brown, who

is

engaged

in

farming and stock-raising in
Kingman
county and makes his home in Nashville,
was born in Washington county, Tennessee,
November 5, 1845. The family of which
he is a representative was founded in Virginia at an early day in American history
by those who emigrated from England.
Jesse Brown, the grandfather of our subject, was born near the Potomac river, in
Virginia, and emigrated thence to Washington county, Tennessee, where he became
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and entered land from the
Clearing and developing his
he became a well-to d

a pioneer settler

government.
fields,

representative

citi

community.

en of his

In

Burke county, North Carolina, he married
Wakefield,

11

scent,

of

lady

a

whose tather was

tt

a large land

owner

holder <>f the old North state.
Jesse Brown continued to make his home
in Tennessee throughout the remainder of
his life, passing away in \\ a
t\ in [886, at the extreme old age of ninetyfive years.
In his family were eighl chilAlexander, the eldest, lived and died
dren.

tod

in

as

slave

Washington county, where he was known
a progressive farmer.

Rebecca died in
Colwell was the next

the same county.
younger.
Elizabeth became the wife of
Hyder Prichaxd and died on the old family
homestead in Washington county. Tennessee.

Her two

sons,

l".

J.

Prichard,
are
prominent
Raleigh. North Carolina.

home when only

and George

residents

The former

of
left

years of age with a
sandwich and ten cents in his pocket. His

mother was

a

ten

widow

and reseemed
own living, and

that time

at

sided in Jonesboro, Tennessee.

It

necessary that he earn his
going to Bakersville. North Carolina, he seanployment in a printing office, in
which he managed to pick up a good education, to which he has since been adding bj
» >k
.Mid obsei \ ati >n.
te then
up
the stud\ of law. rose t< prominence at the
bar and also in p litical circles.
He hecame the candidate for lieutenant governor
on the Republican ticket and was defeated
by a majority of only rive hundre in that
strongly Democratic state. Upon the death
of Senator Vance the governor of North
Carolina appointed J. C. Prichard to fill out
the unexpired term, and at the next regular
election was elected to that office, in which
he is now serving, having been the nominee
of both the Republicans and the Fusionists.
His brother, George P. Prichard. has three
times been elected sheriff of Mitchell county.
North Carolina. During the first term it
became his duty to arrest a notorious character by the name of Garland and a desperate pitched battle followed, in which the
t<

1

>

1

1

5*3

was -truck b) five bullets from the
weapons of the criminal-, but fortunately
lis own
produced m slight wounds.
aim was more accurate and he killed Garland.
During the second term he had to
arrest Garland's brother, and again the desperado offered armed resistance, with the
sheriff

!

1

1

result that the sheriff killed him, but in the

encounter he was twice shot through the
He has since recovered, however,
and now holds a position in the United
State- senate.
Evaline, the fifth member of

lung-.

Brown, died

the family of Jesse

ington county. Tennessee.

Wash-

in

Joseph

a re-

is

farmer and prominent citizen of WashSarah is the wife of Pro
ington county.
fessor Hulin. who was formerly a teacher in
Leavenworth county. Kansas, whence he

tired

to Erwin, Tennessee, where he met
uture bride, and the) are still H
there.
Julia is the widow of \\ illiam Longmire and resides in Ness county, Kansas.
Colwell Brown, the father of our subject, was born in Washington county, Tennessee, about 1809, and was there reared
and educated, after which he followe farming and teaming, for railroad- ha not Jhen
built.
F< r a time
merchandising in partnership with
ther.
When but thirty years of age

removed

1

I

'

•

1

i

1

1

married to Sarah Phillips, a daughter of
John and Sarah (Honeycut) Philips, both
horn were of Scotch ancestry and were
re-

nativ<

moved
until

where they remained

to Tennessee,

called

to

the

home beyond.

They

died on the same day, only six hour- apart,
and were buried in the same grave. After
atten-

his marriagi

Washington
comfortable compe-

tion to agricultural pursuits in

county,

and gained

tence.

He wa-

citizen of the

a

a

leading and

influential

community and took an

active

interest in everything pertaining to the welfare of the county. In politics he was an oldline

Whig and

tist.

His death occurred

his

in religious faith

was

in 1854, after

a

Bapwhich

widow married A. D. Moore, continuto make her home in Washington conn-

ty until her death,

of June,

[898.

which occurred on the
By her first marriage

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
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there were five children:

Isaac L., a successful farmer of Washington county, who
died at the age of forty years; John C, of
this review Harriet A., who died in Washington county, at the age of twenty-six
;

who was

Sarah,

the wife of

Thomas

Pat-

ton and died at the age of twenty-five; and
Robert Bruce, who was named for the re-

nowned

who

Scottish chieftain and

at the

king,

and

time of his death was engaged

in the live stuck business in the Panhandle
of Texas. By the mother's second marriage
there were three children:
Julia, the wife
of Charles Beverley, a stock man of Clarendon. Texas: William, who makes his home

with his father, A. D. Moore, in Tennessee;

and Charles, who
stock business in

is

also

engaged

Clarendon',

in

the

Texas.

John C. Brown, whose name heads this
record, was reared on the home farm in
Washington county. Tennessee, and remained there until the 28th of September,
hen lie enlisted at Mossy Creek as
a member of Company H, Eighth Tennessee
Cavalry, commanded by Colonel S. K. X.
Paton.
His service was in his native
state.
North
Carolina
and
Virginia,
and
the
first
which
engagement
in
his
regiment participated was at M< rTennessee.
fights

at

wounded

He

Carter's
in

Then

Station,

ville,

the

the ankle, and at Bull's Gap.

also took part in the

rion,

followed

where he was

engagement

at

Ma-

Virginia, a running fight to Wythetwenty-six miles distant.
Xext came

Works, the eighteenth Tennessee Cavalry being a part of
General Stoneman's division. It did a great
deal of scouting and skirmishing and aide
in suppressing the guerrilla warfare.
He
was finally mustered out at Krioxville, Tennessee, September 11. 1865.
During his

the battle of King's Salt

1

military service Mr. Brown was
orderly for one year to General A. C. Gillem.
When that general was promoted J.
K. Miller took his place, and our subject

remained with him in the same capacity.
After the war Mr. Brown returned
his

home

in

to

Washington county. Tennessee,

and completed his education by attending
the Franklin Academy near his home.
He

was afterward engaged
fall

in

of 1867.

Kansas

He

in

farming

until the

then spent a few months
and for a period

City, Missouri,

of two years was engaged in teaming in
eastern Kansas, whence he removed to
Jackson count}'. Missouri, and was engaged
in teaming in connection with the conduct
of a sawmill, hauling lumber and logs. He
was married in 1870. after which he spent
six years in farming and teaming in Missouri, coming to Kansas again in
1876.
Locating in Osage county, he was there connected with agricultural pursuits fi >r two
years, when he embarked in the coal trade
at Mount Carbon, carrying on business for
three years with his brother, Robert B.
During this time he and his brother went
one day into the hardware store of Mr.
Raymond to make a settlement. In was on

In the store was a man by
whom they were
good terms, and as Hall started out

July 13, 1880.
the

name

nol

"i!

of Hall, with

met our subject and some
word- passed between them.
Mr. Brown
told him to go away and leave him in peace,
but Hall continued to quarrel and at length
raised a scythe which he carried in his hand
to strike Mr. Brown, whereupon the latter s
brother. Robert, seized a hatchet and killed
Hall in order to save his brother's life. Robert was then arrested and confined in the
jail at Lyndon, but a previous sunstroke and
of the store he-

the terrible mental strain that followed the
deed unbalanced bis mind and he was pronounced of unsound mind by the jury in the
probate court.
He was ordered into the
custody of the sheriff to be held until the
f. Mowing
term of court.
One bitter cold

night in February he was rescued by his
friends and carried to the northern part of
the county, where he was tenderly nursed
for two weeks.
He then went to Dodge
City, where he was obliged to remain for a
time on account of a heavy snow storm, and,
changing his route, he then went to Gunnison, and afterward returned by train to
his home, being at this time very sick. The
government offered a reward of three thou-

sand dollars for his capture. As soon as he
was able he fled to Texas and found employment with Charles Goldnight. the cat-
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tie king.
In August, 1SS5. after the excitement had subsided, he returned to Kansas and gave himself up, being admitted to

The case
dollars.
bail on six thousand
dragged along until 1SS7, his sanity being
in

when

doubt, an<l finally,

the jury

tried,

disagreed, the trial developing that Hall's
actions were so hostile that Roberl took his

HISTORY.

[

58S

(Pertle) Douglas, the mother a native of
Tennessee.
The father died in Jackson
county, .Missouri, in [868, and hi- widow
passed away in the same localit) in 1880.
Mr-. Brown ha- one brother and two sisters
Isabel, the wife of I.. (,'. Monroe, a
living:

who

carpenter,

save his brother's and his own. After
the trial Brown's counsel was notified by the
County attorney that he and his client need

Independence. Missouri
Missouri;
and William, a carpenter of Independence.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Brown have been born

pay no more attention to the case

six children, live of

life to

notice

ther
called

and the
and in February,

until fur-

er

1

again

lv berl

[892,

returned

Br< >w n

the

in

I

trial.

ih-\ operat<
and [881.
sfc tie crushing and
grading- machines and worked on the Santa
;

i

for a time.

Our

subject next

removed

and for a few months was employed "ii the Chicago & Alton railroad.
He then returned to Kansas, locating at
Emporia, and after a period of three years
to railroad work removed to Nashville, where for four and a half years he
was employed in the same line. Since that
time he has been engaged in farming and
•stock-raising.
About a year ago he purchased three hundred acres
Liberty township, of which sixty
acre- was under cultivation.
He
of one hundred head of cattle.
His plan
thus far has been to buy cows and keep the
to Missouri

1

increase, but he expects to feed out a number of cattle in the future.
He operates in
-ix or seven hundred acres of land,

of which from one hundred and fifty to three
hundred and fifty acre- are planted to
wheat.
He also raises a large number of
lias

Brown was

iSth of September. 1870. Mr.
joined in wedlock to Mary A.

Blue Mills. Jackson county,
a daughter of John and Lucinda
of

;

.

I..

whom

are

livi

Man-on. the

ti
-

<

the agent

Kansas & Santa Fe

for the

road at Zenda;
Granite silver n

lb.

J.

who

now

i-

at

rail-

the

itana and who
June Jo. [898, for service in the
Spanish-American war as a membet
Twenty-first Kansas Regiment and was
mustered out at Leavenworth, December 10.
[898; and William R., at honv

enlisted

daughter.

died

Lucinda,

Cai

in

at the age of six months.
Mr. Brown has capably tilled a number
of town-hip offices.
In politics he i- a radical Republican and has always taken an
active part in advancing the pri
delegate to
He wawhich he believe-.
the convention at Hutchinson wlv
I.
Long wa- defeated, and at Newton when
he was elected, and he
Socially he
to many county convention-.

Kansas,

a.

1

ted w

and be

filled
e

uli
all

before

Kingman
the offices
it

member

I''

st,

in

<

i.

A. R..

thi

was abandoned.

His

of the Methodist church.

and both have

He
and genial manner,
1

is

a

man

:

of frank
-hearted

die-spirited.

>RGE

the

Douglas,

VV.

about sixteen head

of horses.

On

'f

railroad at Anthony. Kansas; Elizabeth, the
ikiawife of ( ). L. Allen, a stockman of
homa; Maud, the wife of C. \V. McDavitt,

1

hogs each year and

in

living with her sister in

is

was

After John C. Brown abandoned the coal
business he engaged in railroad work in
partnership with Mr. Britton during [880

Fe

who

been

where his death occurred in [893,
to these event- he had by great industry accumulated several thousand dollars, but all
il

sawmill

T.

ALMOND.

Almond, the efficient treas:i' T.
urer of Kingman county, has been
of the locality in which he now make- his
;
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since November, 1884.
He was born
Niagara county, New York, May 1,

that year he

who was

ty treasurer,

home
in

1850. a son of Charles Almond,
born in the far-off country of

When

England.

only fifteen years of age he

land of his nativity and

where he was

first

came

engaged

in

Pennsylvania and Xew York.
in his lot with the pioneer

cast

left

the

America,
farming in
In 1854 he

to

settlers of

Indiana, and there in addition to his agricultural pursuits, he was engaged quite extensively in fruit culture.

He was

a strong

and his house
was the second station on the underground
railroad, thus assisting many slaves on their

abolitionist in thai early day,

way to freedom. He was often threatened
by the Kentuckians if he ever crossed the
line into that state.
He was always a leading and zealous member of the Methodist
Episcopal church, in which he held office for
many years. As a companion on the journey of life he chose Elizabeth Secor, their
marriage having heen celehrated in Xew
nd they became the parents of eleven
children, nine of whom still survive, five
sons and four daughters, and of that number our subject and his brother Albert E.
are the only representatives in this state.
The mother passed away in death when
sixty-seven years of age. but the father survived until his eighty-third year.

George T. Almond, whose name

intro-

duces this review, was but a little lad of
four years when his parents removed from
Michigan to Indiana, and in the latter
state he
received
his
early
education.
From his youth he was taught the value of industry and honesty as a preparation for the active duties of life, and
his time
was principally employed on
his father's farm.
He continued to till the
soil in the Hoosier state until 1884, when
be came to Kansas and engaged in the feed
business with his brother, C. S. Almond,
who is now a resident of Stafford county,
Three years later, however, our
Kansas.
subject sold his interest therein and engaged with a firm in the salt business, but
not proving a paying investment, he
abandoned it and secured employment in
the book store of Tames Bvnes, with whom
this

In November of
was elected to the office of counassuming the duties of that position in the following year, and so well did
he discharge the obligations resting upon
him that in 1899 he was re-elected to the
same position. At his first election he re-

he continued until 1897.

ceived only a small majority over the opposing candidate, hut at the second election he
was not only the only Republican elected on
the ticket but received the largest majority

ever given to a county officer in Kingman
county, thus showing the high esteem in
which he is held by the people of his locality.

The marriage of Mr. Almond was celebrated in Indiana, on the 26th of October,
1876, Miss Mattie B. Kessler becoming his
wife. The lady is a daughter of K. Kessler,
prominent agriculturist of that commonFour children blessed the union of
our subject and wife, but the first born died
a

wealth.

when only two
are:

years of age.

Bessie, a teacher

in

the

Those

living

schools

of

Kingman county; Madge; and Earl. Mr.
Almond is as well known in social as politiHe is a prominent member of
cal circles.
the Ancient Order of United Workmen,
which he has represented in the grand lodge,
while in the Select Knights he holds the second highest office in the state. He is also an
active member of the Knights of Pythias
fraternity.
The family reside in their at-

and commodious residence in Kingman, and in the city which has S' long been
home thev have a host of warm friends.

tractive

>

their

HON. HAYES

B.

WHITE.

Hon. Hayes B. White, who resides on
section 19, Center township, two miles and
a half southwest of Mankato, is one of the
leaders of the Republican party in this section of the state, his large acquaintance and
unbounded popularity giving him an influential following, wdfile his

shrewd judgment

of men and affairs make his counsel of
value in all important movements.
Mr. AYhitc was horn in Jefferson county,
Iowa, September 21, 1855. his parents being
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Thomas and Martha (Ward) White.

The

family has ever been noted for its patriotism
and loyalty, .and it has been well represented
in

the wars of this country.

great-grand father, Captain

His paternal

Thomas White.

bom in Ireland in 1740 and came
new world in [760, was a member of
famous "Boston tea party." When war
was declared between the colonies and the
mother country he joined the Continental
army and became a dispatch writer, with
the rank of captain, under General Wash*
-

to the

the

ington.

Our

subject has in his possession

an interesting old lead candlestick given by
General to Captain White at the close
\ nv nument to his
unveiled at Everest. Pennsyl-

of his service in [781.

memory was

vania, in 1891, in the presence of five thousand people.
Our subject's grandfather,

John White, who was born in Pennsylvania
in [790 and died in Huntingdon county, that
in [850, was a soldier of the war of
1812, and the father participated in the
Mexican war. The latter was bom in

Huntingdon county. Pennsylvania,

in

upon

15X7

his present

farm

in

section

to.

township, in bis farming operations he has
been eminently successful during
deuce here, and is to-day the owner of eight
I

hundred acres of very valuable

and proprominent Recentral and northwest-

ductive land.
Hi
publican politician in
ern Kansas.
During the session of [888-9
he represented Jewell county in the state
I

legislature, and in 1894 was endoi
congress by bis county but failed to receive
tlie

m

>minatii

>n.

senate in the

He

body.

is

1

le

was

of

fall

prominent and

elected

ti

and

1900,

1

the state

is

now

a

member

influential

of that
the canvass for

now making

the nomination to congress

from the "big
sixth" district of Kansas with very flattering prospects of success.
He is a brilliant
and witty speaker and is very popular, as he
is

affable

and courteous

manner and

in

pos-

sesses an essential qualification to success in

public life

—

that of

making

and of strengthening the

friends readily

tics

of

all

friend-

ships as time advances.

[812,

and died in Jefferson county, Iowa, in 1865,
having removed to that state in 1X48.
By
lis son, Samoccupation be was a farmer.
uel R. White, joined the Fourth Iowa Cavalry during- the Civil war and died in Anille prisi >n.
The mi ither of
ject was also born in Huntingdon county,
Pennsylvania, in 1810. and passed away at
the home of one of her daughters in Keokuk,
Iowa, in [887.
During his minority Hayes B. White remained a resident of Iowa, and is
to the schools of that state for his educational privileges.
He was married in his naMiss
tive county. December 30. 1S75. to
Diana Parson, who is of Virginia ancestry,
and to them have been born six children,
namely: Ira W., Evarts S., Rollin W..
They have
Jessie R., Leslie J. and Essie P..
received or are receiving fine educati
-fully enone of the number is
gaged in teaching school. They constitute
king family and show evidence of

ELMER

I

1

i

-

i

a noble ancestry.

White came to Jewell counKansas, and has since made his home

In [876 Mr.
ty,

MARSHALL.

E.

Elmer E. Marshall, county clerk
worth count}', is a gentleman whose name is
well worthy of a place with those of other
leading Republicans of the county. He has
itified with the Republican party all
his life, has been true to its principles, has

labored

and

now

faithfully

to

promote

his election to the office of

the incumbent

its

which he

is

but a fitting recognition of his sterling worth and high standis

ing.

Mr. Marshall is a native of Ohio, his
having occurred in Madison county.
that state, on the 22d of July, 1861, his parents being David and Margaret (Busick)
Marshall, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Ohio.
The father
was an attorney and engaged in tin
of law in Circleville. Ohio, where he spent
birth

the greater part of his

life,

his deatl

ring there in April, 1894.
He was a man
of prominence in his community, taking an
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active part in public affairs and having a
strong influence in moulding public senti-

In his political
ment, feeling and action.
views he was a Republican. His wife, surviving him for a few years, passed away in
May, 1898. They were the parents of six
children, all of

Elmer E.

;

whom

Ogetta,

are yet living, namely:
is superintendent

who

of the city schools of Solomon, Kansas; Josephine, the wife of C. M. German, a business man of Cincinnati, Ohio; Martha, the
wife of J. F. Crank, an attorney at law. who

has gained prominence as a criminal lawyer
in Denver, Colorado; Myrtle C, the wife
W. F. Stevens, superintendent of the
schools in Corning. Arkansas: and Heber
H.. who is engaged in the cigar and tobacco
business in his native town of Circleville.
Elmer E. Marshall, the eldest of the family, was reared
in his parents" home until
He displayed special
fifteen years of age.
aptitude as a student and began teaching in
Pickaway county. Ohio, following the profession for a year, after which he entered
the National Normal University at Lebanon, Ohio, pursuing a three years' scienAfter his gradutific and literary course.
ation he resumed labors as an educator and

of

won prominence by his particular fitness for
the profession. For eight years he occupied
the position of superintendent of the city
schools of West Jefferson, Mil ford Center,
St.

Paul and Tarlton. Ohio, and in 1890 he
to Ellsworth to accept the position of

came

principal of the high school at that place,

remaining

in

charge for three years.

der his control the school
ress

tory
the

made

Un-

rapid prog-

and advancement, doing very

satisfac-

wink in making the young people of
town familiar with the more advanced

branches of English learning. In the fall of
1894 Professor Marshall was elected to the
office of county clerk to fill an unexpired
term and has been three times re-elected, so
that he has served for seven years in that
position.
He is recognized as a leader in
Republican circles and has had marked influence in controlling political affairs.

He

has served on the central committees and
was a delegate to the national convention of
1900.

Professor Marshall was married on the
23d of March, 1892, to Miss Mary Baldridge, a daughter of John H. and Kate ( Depew) Baldridge. She was born in Christian, Illinois, while her parents were natives
of Ohio, and in 1877 they became residents
of Ellsworth county, the father engaging in
the coal, lumber and grain trade at Bunker
Hill.
The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Marshall has been blessed with one child, MarSocially Professor Marshall is connected with several organizations, being a
member of Ellsworth Lodge.
286, A. 0.
U. W., of which he is a past master of the
Select Knights, No. 115, of which he was
recording treasurer for three years; the
camp of Modern Woodmen, Xo. 5673, of
which he was banker for two years and the
Ancient Order of Pyramids. He is a man
of strong intellectual individuality, of broad
humanitarian principles and of keen insight
into issues and questions which claim public

garet.

N

>.

;

;

Well fitted for leadership, his inis widely felt and has always been
found on the side of progress and reform
and of the good and the true.

attention.

fluence

WALTER F. CREW,

M. D.

To

indulge in prolix encomium of a life
which was eminently one of subjective modesty would be most incongruous, even
though the record of good accomplished, of
kindly deeds performed and of high relative
precedence attained in one of the more exacting of human vocations might seem to justify the utterance of glowing eulogy.
He to
whom this memoir is dedicated was a man
who ''stood four square to every wind that
lows," who was possessed of marked pro1

fessional ability

and who was

vitally instinct

human

sympathies, and yet
long and useful life, signally avoided everything that smacked of
and in this spirit
displav and notoriety.
would the biographer wish to have his utter-

with the deeper

who, during

his

—

ances construed.
The Crew family in America traces its
lineage to stanch English origin, and the
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progenitors

original

in

this

country came

and settled
Dominion, that patrician old comIth where so much of our national
history had its cradle, and there tl
became one of prominence in public and
Dr. Walter F. Crew was born
civic affairs.
in Virginia, the son of Walter and Sarah B.
Rico) (.'row. both of whom were likewise
)ld Dominion, wh<
natives of the
becoming pioneers of that
state, where they passed the residue of their
lives, both having died in Henry county, at
advanced age. They took up their residence
in towa in 1849, am there their son Walter
F. was reared to years of maturity, having
grown up under the sturdy discipline of the
farm and having secured his early educational training in the public sch
youth of exceptionally alert mentality and
of self-reliant nature, it was but natural that
hither in the early colonial epoch
I

I

i

(

i,

'

he should early formulate plans for his future life work, and thus we hud that he
determined to prepare himself for the medilie carried on his technical
opportunity afforded and was
finally able to secure matriculation in the
Eclectic Medical College, in the city of Keokuk. Iowa, where he was in due time gradcal profession.
is

uated..

He

entered upon the active practice

of his profession in Iowa, where he remained
until 1S77. when he came to Jewell
Kansas, as one of its pioneer physicians. He

took up

a
'

tract of
his

home

government land and esin Mankato, which was

time a straggling little han
few primitive dwelling-, while the settlers
in this portion of the state were widely disseminated and their homes far removed from
each other, the work of development and
having been scarcely more than inaugurated. Thus the Doctor found his services in requisition over a wide range of
at that

country, his ability in a professional way
his earnest and sympathetic devotion to
whom he ministered soon

and

a practice which ramified thn
the most diverse portion of the western section of the state and which placed exacting

him

demands upon

bis attention.

—

a pr>

duty from which he never flinched.

-

i:>u

ever ready to subordinate his persona]

in-

clinations and hi- personal comfort.
Long,
Straggling road-, if any at all, marked the
prairies in various directions and at certain
seasons these were almost impassable, and
over these, in all kinds of weather.
is way.
Through summer's heat and
winter's frost, nighl or day, he pursued his
humane mission.
le had e
tional and deep charity for the poor and
needj and accorded his services without reserve where there was an inability to render
him any return save that of heartfelt gratitude. A familiar figure this in the days long
past, and one viewed with delight by many
sufferer at whose bedside he
I

I

1

This was not the

life

of a sybarite, but one

tilled with da\ s and nights of toil and hours
of heavy anxiety.
a phase of the healing
profession that stands in highest honor to
one who has thus devoted himself to the

—

marked

rk against great odds and with most
Skilled as lie was in his

self-denial.

Crew reached the
high attainment by his own efforts, keeping
constantly abreast of the advances made in
the sciences of medicine and surgery and
ever maintaining a deep inter.
which became a part of his life. He s
excellent business ability, making judicious
us in real estate, and he prospered
in temporal affairs, as well he deserved to
be.
He acquired a large and valuable landed
profession. Dr.

estate

in

owner of

;

Harvey county, having
a half section

of land at the time

of his death and also of valuab
the city of Mankato. where he had his atHe was held in the highest
tractive home.
honor and esteem by all who knew- him and

was recognized as one of the representative
and influential citizens of the county. His
integrity of character was as unbending as
was his human tolerance and sympathy pronounced, and in his death the community
felt a dee]) sense of personal hiss, while tributes of affectionate appreciation and regard
were accorded on every side and by all

Such

a

man and

such a

life

can not

compendium of this nature, and this memoir will stand as a perpetual record concerning one whose life was
pass unnoted in a
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one of signal usefulness and honor. The
Doctor passed away at the age of sixty-four

one of the popular and honi red young men

years, in the fulness of well earned honors.

cational advantages, has

Politically

he originally gave his allegiance
to the Republican party, but becoming convinced of the legitimacy and wisdom of the
principles and policies of the People's part}-,
he gave to the same his support during the
He never sought
last few years of his life.

powers and has been successfully engaged
in teaching in the public schools of Harvey,
county, beginning his pedagogic labors at
an early age. The two brothers are ably and
faithfully bearing up the prestige of an honored name.
a name that will long be held

official preferment, but consented to serve as
coroner of the county for several years, this
being essentially in harmony with his proHe was an honored memfessional duties.
ber of the Eclectic Medical Society of the

in grateful

of this county.

Dr.

marked

intellectual

—

memory

in this locality
life

by reason

of their father.

FRANK THORX.
Crew was

united in marriage

t<

i

Miss

who was born in Jay county, Indiana, and who died in Mankato, KanThey
sas, at the age of forty-seven years.

Frank

E. Smith,

became the parents of eight children, of
whom "iily two survive. James \Y. and

—

Charles C. who inherit the fine estate left
by their honored father.
James W. Crew, who has kindly furnished us the data from which to prepare

memorial tribute, was born in Jefferson
county, Iowa, in December. 1S73. and he
was but four years of age at the time of his

this

parents' removal to Kansas, in

whose

public

schools he secured his early educational discipline, while he early began to assist his father in the supervision of his farming interests, so that he is well fortified for the

management of the

estate in this line, de-

voting his attention to diversified farming
and maintaining his home in Mankato. He
has the progressive spirit and energy so
typical of the young men of the west, and in
his well directed efforts as an agriculturist
k-grower he has attained success of

no

received excellent edu-

of the noble and worthy

state.

Xanc\

He

and his course has
retain the confidence and

indefinite character,

been such as to
II

of the people of the

community

which he has passed practically

his

in

entire

In politics he gives a stanch support
to the People's party, his first presidential
vote having been cast for William J. Bryan,
in 1896. Fraternally he is identified with the
life.

Ancient Order of United Workmen, holding membership in the lodge at Mankato.
Charles C. Crew, the younger son. is

Thorn,

dealer at Lindsay.

the well-known stock-,
Concord township. Ot-

tawa county. Kansas, has been a resident of
the state since 1869 and in the pioneer days
He has seen
w< >n fame as a buffalo hunter.
thousands of buffaloes as they roamed the

and valleys of the sunflower state, was
exceptionally successful in pursuit of the big
game and had the distinction of having
shipped the only carload of buffalo ever sent
plains

out of his part of the state.

Frank Thorn was born in Ruggles townAshland county, Ohio, August 4. 1S51,
son of John Thorn, who was born at Inch
Aberdeen, Scotland, of an old Highland
familv. and descended from ancestors faship,
a

mous

the

in

history

of

his

country.

Thorn came to the United States
while he was yet a young man. and
was married in Ohio to Mary Jane
Cmw. who was born in Virginia of
Scotch-Irish ancestry, and died in Ohio in
John

1804. deeply regretted by all who had known
her as a kind and charitable neighbor and as
a loving wife and mother, leaving children
Margaret, who became Mrs.
as follows:
Robinson Reuben, who was a soldier in the
Civil war and lives at Lebanon, Ohio; Su;

san,

who became Mrs. Hawkins, and

Savannah,

Ashland

county,

lives at

Ohio: Mary,

who became Mrs. Simons and died at Savannah, Ohio: and Frank, who is the immediate subject of this sketch.

John Thorn

died at the age of fifty-seven years, leaving a record as a useful and patriotic citi-
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who advocated

and

earl)

the abolition of slavery

Repub-

identified himself with the

The

remained in
he was seventeen years old, attending the public schools and mastering the
farm work by practical experience.
He then went to Kansas, where for a time he
worked in a sawmill. Later he spent some
time in Colorado and in the southwest,
ways, and from
employed in different
time to time gave attention to hunt-

Ohio

subject of this sketch

until

ing buffaloes on the Kansas plain-.
[872,

22,
t.>

the farm and his early educational
advantages were extremelj limited in scope;
in

lican p irty.

was

he

united

Letitia Jones, a native of

tative

an "Id

of

January
in
marriage
Georgia and a

southern

family.

county
ne with her pat
1S0-.
i'i
Her father and mother are both
.Mrs.
dead, the latter having died in 1889.
1

Thorn has two brothers and two sisters, V
Henry Jones, fanner- of Concord
and Mr-. Sam] le and M
me Mr. Thorn had charge of the
waterworks at Minneapolis. He is influente of his
tial in politics and was the
T. and

59i

fact,

may

it

be said that his distinctive

training was limited to a period of
more than two years. He is, however,
end. wed with an alert mentality and a receptive memory, so that by personal applischool

not

cation and
affairs

with the practical
he has gained the valuable

association
life

.if

lessons which are to be had

own

n hiat

in

thi

responsibility, locating

Crittenden, Kentucky,
1

.

party

in

experience, having a wide fund of
information, a mature judgment and a
marked business and executive ability. As
early as the age of seventeen Mr. Ratcliff
showed marked talent and proficiency in the
handling .if and trading in live stock, and he
tin;- did much to further the material interests of the homestead farm.
Upon attaining
his legal majority Mr. Ratcliff engaged in

nati,

a thriving town
the city of Cincin-

where he opened a meat market and in
wiih the same conducted a huck:

stering business, having

on the
buying country produce, which he

!

-hipped

the

to

(

marl..

Cincinnati

I

there successfull) continued operations until April.
[884, when he disposed of his in-

JOHX

M. RATCLIFF.

:

1

came

to

Kingman

county.

Kan-

been and are
prominently concerned in the forwarding of
industrial activities of Kingman

where his brother-in-law, I". X. Price,
had preceded him. Shortly after his arrival
he filed claim to the southwest quarter of
section 6. Kingman township, and it is in-

county is the gentleman whose name initiates
this paragraph and who is known
the representative farmer- and -t ick-grow-

dence was a dugout, the same being fourteen
by sixteen feet in dimensions.
This primi-

ers of this section of the state, his interests
in these lines being extensive and inr ortant.

a period

sas,

Among

As

those

who have

a leading citizen of the

as one

community and

who commands uniform

c

incumbent that there be involume a brief review of
and useful career.

in. it is

corporated

in this

irable

Mr.
ity,

Rate! iff

claims

the

beautiful

Kentucky as the place of
having been born

state of

old

his nativ•unty,

on

teresting to recall the fact that his

first resi-

horr.e for

during which time he
devoted his attention to agricultural pursuits, having broken one hundred acres and
placed the same under effective cultivation
and having also made other valuable improvements on his farm.
In the year 1890 Mr. Ratcliff removed

from

,

his

farm

la

1

a house and

1857. being the son of
1 .2th of February.
Robert M. and Cynthia (Anderson) RatThe
th of whom died in Kentucky.

entered
under the firm

subject of this sketch was reared to the dis-

and engaged

the

now known

to the village

Cunningham.
i

name

in

the

two

lots.

ip with
of Rati

stock,

T.

as

team and

Here he

L.

grain and coal
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business,

the partnership continuing until
Air. Brower withdrew on account of having
been elected sheriff of the county. For the
succeeding three years Air. Ratcliff contin-

the most attractive and substantial country
homes in Kingman county. Our subject has
attained a notable success, and his unerring
judgment and business sagacitv have been

ued the enterprise individually, and

the dominating elements rendering possible
this achievement.
He is public-spirited in

at the
expiration of that time the present firm of
Ratcliff Brothers was organized, E. S. Rat-

cliff

becoming the junior member.

ject of this sketch has

The

charge of the

sublive-

stock interests of the firm; his brother conducts the coal business and they are equally
interested in the extensive

grain

business

controlled by the firm, buying and shipping
in large quantities and holding high rank

among

representative business firms in

the

this section of

the great

commomve

1th of

John M. Ratcliff has gained a reputation as one of the most successful and

Kansas.

extensive

dealers

of

live

stock

that

the

county can show, and his operations have
important influence on the industrial prosperity of this section.

He

is

a

consummate

|

and accords a generous support
to enterprises and undertakings which are
calculated to advance the general welfare.
Essentially a business man. Air. Ratcliff has
his attitude

i

never sought nor desired the honors of
political office, though he
performs the duties incumbent upon every
citizen by the exercising of his right of franchise, giving his support to the principles
and policies of the Democratic party. Fraternally he is identified with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, being past noble
grand of his lodge and having represented
the same in the grand lodge of the state.

emoluments of

He also holds membership in the Modem.
Woodmen of America, taking marked inter-

judge of the qualities of stock, shows rare
discriminate :i in buying and marketing arid

est in the affairs of

his opinions in this line of enterprise are held

In a business way Air. Ratcliff has important interests aside from those already
mentioned, having been one of the organizers of the Kingman State Bank, of whose
directorate he is a member at the present
time, and being also an interested principal

He has been the architect
fortunes and integrity of purpose has characterized his- every action, so
that his prosperity has been the just reward

as auth* ritative.

of his

own

of well directed effort, while to him is given
the unequivocal confidence and regard of all

whom

he has been thrown in contact
various relations of life. In addition
to the buying and shipping of stock he
usually keeps from two to five hundred head
of cattle, feeding from one hundred and fifty
to two hundred head each year and also
keeping an average of about two hundred
From time to
head of horses and mules.
time Air. Ratcliff has made judicious investwith

in the

each of these fraternal

organizations.

in the well known and extensive mercantile
firm of Baldwin & Ratcliff, of Cunningham.
On the 17th of November, 1881, in
Grant county. Kentucky, was solemnized the
marriage of Air. Ratcliff to Aliss Clara

the daughter of James and A.
(Ouinn) Price, both natives of that state.
Air. and Airs. Ratcliff have three children,
Iris, Joseph and Herman.
Price,

in Kingman county lands, and at the
present time he owns a considerable quantity, principally in one body, and of this
large and valuable estate one thousand acres

ments

finely

eligibly

just

ATHEN.

most

outside the corporate

the state of bis nativity, where he was born

equipped residence, which

located

is

Cunningham, being of modern architectural desiern and standing: as one of

limits of

T.

Edgar T. Atben, an honored and highly
esteemed resident of Jewell 'county, is a
His
native of Atchison county, Missouri.
father. Joseph Atben. claimed Indiana as

are tinder effective cultivation, the greater
portii m being rented to desirable tenants.
In 1899 Air. Ratcliff erected his beautiful

and

EDGAR

in

in

1841, and bis death occurred in Kansas
1885, when he was forty- four years of
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U'

member

became

a

fourth

Indiana

Captain

inn

J

-

I

hiring

Company

of

Volunteer
I

Thirty-

under

after

[e

1

entered the

lie

i

<

a

vvas

m

In

rablj

discharged, but he imme-

diately re-enlisted in the

same company and

splendid success.

a

is

of

1

He

their

1

father

lowed the tilling of the as a
pation, and was an honored and respected
in the
calities in which he made
him home. The mother of our subject, who
in her maidenho >1 was Miss Mary Brindle,
\< rth Carolina, and a
native
was
daughter of Daniel and Mary (Hodge)
il

citizen

relatione

social

in

I

The father
r Abraham

principles.

mained true

his

the footsteps of

6

v\ ite

i

I

war. and he ever
grand old party.

to the

1

«

re-

li

•

<

1

I

-

,

refinement

they exhibit

tl

The family

are

member-

of

the

United Brethren church.

Edgar T. Athen

recognized as one
of the leading stock farmers of Jewell county, and on hi- fine st< ck farm in (/enter
township may be seen excellent grades of
Hi- hi rses are of
horses, cattle and
gfs.
the Cleveland Bays and Norman breeds. He
has always remained at home, and during
his residence in the Sunflower state he has
ever given his aid and influence to all
measures which he believes
i-

'

1

I

ton,
1

<

'rn

May

of the prominent citizens of
Kansas, is Peter Becker, who
in
tesse
termstadt,
ierma
I

Newwas

*

I

1845, ;m 'l he is a son of Lawrence and Elizabeth (Becker) Becker, of Che
same name, but no previous relationship.
to.

The former

died

in

his

native land

at

the

He had

been a farmer
in
his later war-, but previously served
in the army for three years and ni
his pleasure in fine
Up n his farm
he raised and practiced many of these noble
forty-five.

1

id of

make them understand
his wall,

i

him

that

i

he said and thej
le was a man of strong
without
all

powei
and was highly respected in his community where he belonged for many years
the Lutheran church.
His widow is -till
living in Germany at the age of eighty
will

fear,

ti

1

characteristics so manifest in their honored

100

PETER BECKER
One

E

She also passed away in death n
Brindle.
the farm 11 which our subjecl now reside-.
dying in 1901. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Athen
were
rn ten children, but only six of the
number are now living namely: W. I., who
resides in Oklahoma; VV.
is married and
P., who has never married and makes his
home in California; a daughter became the
wife of J. J. Metz; Joseph 11.. at home; Edgar T.. the subject of this review; and Corclie.
The latter is a native daughter of Kansas, having been born on the farm on which
she and our subject now reside, and she i- a
charming- and highly accompl
lady.
The children have all recei
cellent educatonal advantages, and in their
natural

h

1.

.1

parents.

11

his

and are stanch supporters

the Civil

four
fc I-

his

In

brothers

.i

3,

v,

and

Mr. Athen is identified with the \\
and in political matters both he and

ii

1

irmit)

life,

nature, strong determination,
nanagemenl are winning

hostilities,

February

conn

in strict

commercial

of

ics

regiment and thus served until the

years, to

business methods have

lli-

been

e\ er

i

[nfantry,

arrell.

!

I

1).

m the Stli i Septei
military career of three years, on
the 14th of December, [863, at Louisville,
service

'593

farm on which

the

i

our subjecl

HIST<

Three of the
the parents of our subject
year-.

Catherine, married
family, resides

Pittsburg,

still

survive, viz.

and the mother

Germany; John

in

Pennsylvania; and

of

:

a

r

Peter

is

the

subject of this review.

The

early education of our subject was
in the schools pf his native land, and then
he learned the trade of the cabinet-maker.

following this

fi

r

some year

many and America. He was about twentyone years old when he decided to make the
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America, and after nineteen stormy
days, during which a terrific battle of the
elements caused many to pray, who, perhaps,
trip to

had never prayed before, the passengers
were safely landed in Xew York. Here he
soon found employment and worked at his
trade for several years and then went to
Qhicago and became a clerk in a grocery
store, later embarking in the grocery business for himself.
Soirie nine months later
he sold this business and went as far west
as Duluth, but at that time that city was
filled with a very rough element, and Mr.
Becker remained' but a few days, going on,
It was
by stage, to St. Paul. Mmnes< ta.
during this journey that he met those whom
1

he has always regarded as typical .Ameriand from that time his admiration has

cans,

grown.
While looking about in St. Paul winter
came »n and he spent three months there as
a clerk and then went to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and embarked in his old trade,
managing in the course of six months to
save the sum of two hundred and sixtyi

Then in association with his
brother Lorence. he started a dairy which
they successfully conducted for three years
and then bought a farm, in Butler county,
Pennsylvania. Here Mr. Becker lived for
almost seven years, when he sold out and
came to Kansas in 1884, and has since that
time resided in Newton. In this township
Mr. Becker owns a farm of one hundred and
five dollars.

sixty acres,

all

of which

is

well sti eked with cattle. His leading crop is
wheat, lnt he also raises corn, oats and sorHe has been prominently identified
with Republican politics, and in the fall of
1900 was elected county commissioner, since
which time he has been efficiently serving.
Previi us ti> this he had held minor offices
in Pennsylvania.
Mr. Becker was married on October 12,
1S70, to Miss Mary Strobel, a native of
Pennsylvania, who was a daughter of John
and Kunigunde Schuster) Strobel. both of
whom died in Pennsylvania at the age of
(

years.

Both were worthy and
the Lutheran church
E

Mrs.

Becker was the

fifth

:

way

as a

newsboy on

who

a through train

Hat-

;

a student and will graduate
in the class of 1903
and Carl H., who is
the baby, a bright little lad of four years.
Bodi Mr. and Mrs. Becker are members
of the Presbyterian church, and fratertie

A.

is

;

T

in the A. O. L
\Y.,
an honorary member.
Springing from an old and highly respected family, Mr. Becker has ever proved

nally he

is

prominent

of which his wife

.

is

himself a worthy scion of a worthy tree,
and is known throughout the county as a
Pursuing
just, honorable and upright man.
the even tenor of his way. he has made
many friends in his life's journey who can
testify to the kindness of heart, the generosity of purpose and the uprightness of
living which have placed him in so high a
position financially, and in the esteem and
confidence of his fellow citizens.

D.

O.

EDY'ARDS.

improved and

ghum.

sixty-nine

family of seven children, of whom there are
four survivors. The children that have been
born to Mr. and Mrs. Becker are as follows
Lawrence 1'. resides in Owensboro,
Kentucky, and married Luella Hoagland,
and b ith of them belong to the Methodist
Episcopal church; Julius J., who is in business with his father; Jacob A., who is his
father's clerk; Ida L., who is a clerk and
bookkeeper: Milo H., who is winning his

member

in

a

The
upon

its

prosperity of a community depends
commercial enterprise and the men

who

are at the head of such are the real promoter- of the city's welfare and advancement.
D. O. Edwards is an enterprising

merchant of Hazelton, and also the popupostmaster there. As a member of the
firm of Peck & Edwards, lie is engaged in
dealing in hardware, drugs, lumber, coal,
lime and building materals.
The firm has
carried on operations here
for nineteen
years and theirs is the oldest business enterprise in Hazelton.
It is also one of the
-per' ius in til;- p, rtii m of the counlar

ty, their sales annually amounting to twenty
thousand dollars.
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More than
tinent

half of the width of the con-

birthplace, for he
light of

day

in

Edwards

Mr.

separates

firsl

from

his

<

Steuben county,

New

York,

November, [858, his parents
being James and Carrie 11. (Patterson)
;;ii

of

On

Ekiwards.

the paternal

he

side

is

of

and English descent, but the family
was earlj established in the Empire state.
There the father of our subject was born
and reared and after reaching years of mato
farming,
turity he gave his attention
stock-raising and to the dairy business, find
\\'ol>h

595

reached quite extensive proportions returns
to hint a good financial income.
lie was
first
associated with C. W. Peck for six
months, and afterward entered into partnership with (.. R. Follett, now of Newton,
Kansas.
This connection was maintained
until
31

at which
and went to A

1

in

in

Edwards

Mr.

time

[893,

»ld

he was

>.
w here
business for three years, but in
and again became a partI

ner in the business with which he had for-

merly been associated.
In (885, in

B

Mr. Edwards

.

ing in these lines of labor a profitable source
of ino me. His wife also belonged to a well
known and respected New York family.
She is still living, her home being now in

wedded Emma Follett, a most estimable
lady and a daughter of Wesley and Marga-

With the Methodist
Hazelton, Kansas.
Episcopal church she holds membership and
her life has ever been an exemplary one.
She became the mother of three children.
but Blooma died at the age of fifteen years

Four children graced

and one died in early youth, so that 1
0.
Edward^, of this review, is the only surviv>.

the old family homestead in Steu-

ben county. New York Mr. Edwards, whose
introduces this record, spent the days
of his boyhood and youth and laid the foundation for his present success in the habits
of industry, economy and integrity, which
he there formed tinder the guidaro
parents.
His education was acquired in the
public schools and through business experience, which greatly broadened his knowl-

name

edge, especially of a practical nature.

When

years of age he began working in
a sawmill and followed that busfive
years near Jamestown, Cattaraugus
county. New York. He then went to Rochwhere he lived until
ester, New York,

1882

He

Her mother

Follett.

but her father
ject

and

is

now deceased

is

New

living in Olean.

Y

the union of our

>rk.

s U l>-

Raymond '.. Grace, Leand Daniel 0.
The members of

his wife:

I

land C.
the household occupy an enviable

ial circles in which the) move and
Mr. and Mrs. Edwards have many warm
1

friends in Hazelton.

Jle

i<

likewise

members of the Republican parstrongly advocating its principles and
contributing in large measure to its gucMe has labored for his friends and
cess.
has also been honored with some local of-

the leading

ing child.

Upon

ret

— the

year of his arrival

hrst located in

Harper o unt\

in

having served as justice of the peace,
and a'- .0 ;;,;,-,, r ,f the city.
fices,

I'.

1

dent McKinley he was appointed postmaster and is now tilling that position with
credit to the patrons
as well
as to himself.
lie is a prominent and active member of the blue lodge and chapter
been master
f
the former
and is a Knight Templar of Anthony Commandery. K. 'I'.
Mr. Edwards is yet in
.

•

and

Kansas.

farsighted,

1

and while

1

•able success, there i>

undoubtedly

him.

01

[883 took up
:i.
where he
le carries a large line
ire and drugs, and
lumber and coal yard, in which are to be
found all kinds of building materials
the establishment of his business his
'.ily
increased and having

to the Sunflower state, and

ty,

in

1.

1

H.

BALDAUF.
tercantile

e

ty,

town of Spivey, Kingman coun-

Kansas, are in excellent

the leading mercantile

hi

this

place
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Bab km f & Freds takes a prominent
pi sition,
its honest business methods and
the high personal standing of the members
that of

of this firm having insured its success while
it has done much to promote the material
prosperity of this locality.

The

senior

member

of this business firm

H. Baldauf, who was born twentyAlma, Colorado, where
the family was then located, his father at
that time being engaged in extensive mining and smelting operations.
The parents
were both natives of Germany. When a
young man the father came to the United
States and became a soldier in the Union
is

J.

eight years ago at

army during
cli

se.

the Civil war, serving until

Pheni with his wife he

its

went to the

mining regions of the west and spent a number of years, accumulating quite a competency. For a considerable period the family
lived in Colorado, but in 1881, removal
was made to New Mexico, followed in 1883
by a return to Colorado. In 1884 the father of our subject

came

to

Kingman coun-

Kansas, and bought a farm located four
miles north of Spivey. and here he died at
the age of fifty-four years. His widow still
ty,

survives and resides on this farm.
John H. Baldauf, of this biography,
was eleven years old when his parents settled in Kansas, and he was but thirteen
when he assumed the care of his widowed
mother's business. His education had been
pursued in the schools ai his vicinity and he
was of an ambitious turn of mind, thus becoming even at that early age a reliable
and trustworthy manager of has mother's

the

demands of

complete

all

and a
merchandise

classes of patrons,

line of well assorted

including dry goods, b
shoes and groceries of a kind to be found in
first-class establishments, and a large business 1- also done in the handling of grain
and coal. Both partners of this firm are
well equipped for this business, being yi >ung
men of energy and excellent business ability
and possessing also the obliging manners
which go far to attract trade. The found*
ation stone of the business is
integrity,
and the large patronage of this house shows
that its methods have gained the confidence of the public.
is

carried,

Mr. Baldauf was married to Miss M.
young lady who was born in Iowa,

C. Pell, a

and who was educated in her native state,
and also in Kanas.
The three children
born to this union are as follows
Thomas,
Eva and Frank, all bright and intelligent,
promising to become useful members of
society.
Mr. Baldauf is a man of strong
political
convictions, an ardent supporter
of the Republican party, and is a faithful
worker in the interests of his friends and for
the good of the party.
His fraternal connection is with the order of Odd Fellows,
in which organization he has held the office of noble grand, and both he and his
estimable wife belong- to the order of Rebekahs, in which they take an active part.
In the social circles of the town Mr. Baldauf and family are prominent and are
highly respected and regarded as represent:

ative people.

estate.

embarked in the merCorwin, Harper county,
Kansas, in partnership with W. H. Stanley,
and when he sold out his interest there he
came ten Spivey. His business here was established in 1897 and was conducted alone
until 1901. when Mr.
Freels became his
partner.
From the very beginning Mr. Baldauf has enjoyed a satisfactory trade, which
Mir.

Baldauf

first

CHARLES

D.

NEWKIRK.

cantile business in

has

constantly

increased

until

now

there

are few houses in his line in a moire prosperous condition in this vicinity. The business
is that of a general store intended to meet

It is

now our

privilege to enter a brief

resume of the career of one of the representative farmers and stock-growers of
Moore township. Barber county, Kansas,
where his well improved and attractive estate gives distinctive evidence of the progressive business methods and careful man-

agement brought to bear by the owner of
the property, which is located near the thriving little city of Kiowa, which is his postoffice address.
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Xewkirk wa^ born

Mr.

Moniteau

in

gan

his individual business career by taking

county, .Missouri. August 23, 1845, being a
>avid S. Xewkirk, who w

11.

Kentucky, which also was probably the
father, Turns Newkirk,

native state of his

wIki tliere married a Miss Blake of Scotch
He
descent, who bore him nine childirenu
finally removed with his family to Moniteau
county, Missouri, where he died about the
550, the names of his children being
-

Harrison,

(

:

Peter,

".larles.

Jemima.

Betsy,

1

>rake,

1

>a\

and

Sallie

i

1,

Ro-

sanna. David Xewkirk. the fourth in order
of birth, and the father of our subject, was
reared in Kentucky, and was a young man
at

the time

when he accompanied

his

ther on the removal to Missouri and in

ard

count}-,

that

he

state,

fa-

towmarried

was

I

Miss Mary MePherson, who likewise
was born in Kentucky, as were
parent^. Joseph and Malinda MePherson,
who emigrated thence to Missouri, where
her father devoted the remainder of his life
iltural pursuits.
David Xewkirk
purchased a tract of government land in
Moniteau county,
and there
Missouri,
passed the residue of his long and useful life, becoming a prosperous and into

He

farmer.

fluential
1

lis

first

died

subject,

ually

consummated

mother

the

wife,

having

our

he

died,

of

1

hal

1m

y

the

of

priety

man

>ung

uld

shi

1

ealize the pri

:

1

I

(

1

;

of Clarksburg. Missouri;
wife of B. T. Have-, of Morgan
f Th
Mi--ouri
n
>icey }.. wife
also of Morgan county; Joseph,
son,

;

I

county.

1

nestead,

in

win:,

re-

Moniteau

county; and James D.. of Fortuna, Mis-

Charles D. Newkirk was re.uv
lestead farm, where he was born,
such educational advai
were afforded, in the public

received

I

and

at

the age of twenty-one be-

•-

his

'

dosia 11.1 toward, a native
and the daughter of
1

I

ty as himself

Edward

and Martha (Redmond) Howard, the
former of whom was horn in Kentucky,
whence he removed to Missi uri in the early
days and was tliere married. He continued
to farm in Mi
Nebraska until
1887, when lie came to Barber count}. Kansas, where he remained until about one year
previously to the opening of the Cherokee
snip, when he
cated tliere and there made
i\.

-

li

!,is home until his death in
1897, his wife
lie was an insurviving him three years,
fluential factor in the
party, but
;

never sought pul

was

man

a

in

whom

implicit confidence,
thai

was
His

1

i

i

was placed the most
- religii us faith was
i

of wheh he
imminent member.

the Christian church,

f

many

for

years a
six children are
II..

ia

wife

1

living, namely:
our subject; Wade.
county. Missouri;

all

f

farmer of Moniteau
William, a resid

the wife of En<

h.

Wet

>s

:'

<

"h tries
iteau countj
sketch: Sarah L;... wife of Samuel

of

d

estal

a

In polding a Mrs. Lotnsley, a widow.
itics he was a Republican, and in
If (he
member of the Methodist church.
first marriage seven children
farmer
of maturity, namely

county, which

thai he was successful in securing
an effective coadjutor is evidenl from the
fact that on the 26th of December, [867,
he was united in marriage (• Miss

event-

a se

a

locality,

taining

Morgan

in

given to him by his father on atity. It was but natural

i

in

1597

iwnship, Barber a unty

Moore

an
this o mnty.
f
ent
Mr. Xewkirk continued his farm
erations in Missouri until tin
when he
hich he
had increased in area and otherwise inlt<

:

i

and came to Barber count}-. Kansas,
purchasing a tract of one hundred and sixty
f
Medicine
acres a icw miles northwest
here he remained f r a
five years, devoting his attention principally
to the raising of cattle, while within the
interval he added to the area of his
he had a total of nine hundred
til
and twenty acres. In [887 he dis]
i

•

i

this pr< perty ai

>
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farm, in section 6. Moore township, where
he
urcbased a half section, partially impn \ e< and to this he has added from time
to lime, until he and his sons, whose interests are in common, now have an extensive landed estate of four thousand and
i

1

.

rty acres located in

f<

la

progressive and sterling young
actively

associated

with

men and

are

father

in

their

business.

HENRY

W. PIPKIN.

Moore and NippawalPractical industry, wisely applied, never

townships, but in three separate bodies.

In the homestead farm are comprised eleven
hundred and twenty acres, of which nine
hundred are under most effective cultiva-

fails of success; it carries a man onward
and upward, brings out his individual character and acts as a powerful stimulus to

while the entire place is well fenced.
lias an area of nine hun-

The greatest results
the efforts of others.
in life are usually attained by simple means

dred and twenty acres, of which two hundred are under cultivation, while a similar
amount is cultivated in the third farm, which
thousand acres. Ini the
es
acres
if
six
hundred
1901
ne hundred
were devoted to wheat.
hundred to Kafir
and
five
to
rye
In addition to the purely agricultcorn.

and the exercise of the ordinary qualities of
common sense and perseverance. The

tion,

The second farm

!

i

>

1

ural features of the extensive farming enterprise. Mr. Newkirk devotes special attention to the raising of high-grade cattle, of

which the average band comprises about
four hundred head.
In
litics Mr. Newkirk was originally
a Democrat, but now give? his allegiance
to the People's party, to various of whose
1

conventions he has been a delegate, taking a
prominent part in the party councils and
being known as a broad-gauged, publicHe has had his quota of
spirited citizen.
vicissitudes in life, but has never abated his
industry or courage, and has attained a
m i.eworthy degree of success, beng one of
the most prominent and extensive fanners
of this section of the state, while he commands in the community unequivocal conHe and his wife are
fiderjce and esteem.
members of the Christian church, with
which Mrs. Xewkirk has been prominently
identified from her girlhood. The family residence, erected in the spring of 1S87. is a
substantial and commodious farm dwelling
and here a generous hospitality is extended

many friends of the family. Our
subject and his wife became the parents of
three sionsi, one of whom. George, died in
infancy, in 1868, the two surviving being
William A. and Edwin, both of whom are
to the

every-day

with

life,

its

cares,

necessities

afford ample opportunities n r
acquiriug experience of the best kind, and
its most beaten paths provide a true work-

and

duties,

abundant .-cope for effort and selfimprovement.
It is along such lines that Mr. Pipkin
He was born in
has won success.
county, Tennessee, in September. 1852, a
son of Jonas S. Pipkin, who was ah
irth havtive of that common/wealth, his

er with

1

ing occurred

in

Madison county,

The

in

1829.

latter's father. Lewis Pipkin,
South Carolina, and was a member of
an old and prominent southern family, noted for their energy, patriotism and rehgHis widow is n
ious convictions.
in Oklahoma, at the ripe old age of ninetyseven years, her birth having occurred in
1804. Jonas S. Pipkin grew to years of maturity in the state of his nativity, and was
there married to Susan Dockings. \.
also a native of Tennessee, and for many
v,

in

years they traveled

life's

journey togeth-

and confidence increasing as the years passed by. She was a
daughter of Ruben Docking's, a native of
Tennessee, and his death occurred in 1888.
Unto James S. and Susan Pipkin were born
four children.
Henry W., the subject of
this review; Jonas R., one of the leading
agriculturists of Evans township: Lavina
Wycoff, of Gordon Plains. Sedgwick counand Alice Southchurch, of
ty,
Kansas
Oklahoma. The family subsequently removed from Tennessee to Kentucky, and

er,

their

mutual

—

;

love
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[876 located

599

Sedgwick counl

in

resides.

>w

[e is a

aftiliati

itical

grand

i

1

an active worker in the ranks of his party,
r his pan
his outspoken loyalty
having been the reason of
is

which

party

old

his

—

has
Republics

father

i

strenuously upheld' the
in all matters pertaining to the public wel-

f<

I

mendable

interest.

nessee.

wh( S<
Henry VV.
duces this review, was reared on a farm
the State of In- nativity, where he
Pipkin.

in

ISAAC

\

lie

preparation for the active duties ol
while his educational privileges were
rded by the o mmon sc
In 1863 he accccnipanied the
In. locality.
.1"
their removal to Graves county,

as a
Hie.

Kentucky, and

.-till

[876,

later, in

with them to central K
Off his arrival in the Sunflower

me

year

Isaac VV. Waters, a practi

prising agriculturist, own- and operates a
valuable and highly improved farm
tion 7, Eureka township. Kingman county.

have been acquired through his own efforts, and as the
result of his consecutive endeavor he has

won

stati

claim of land in section 33, Evans
township, Kingman county, and as prosperrewarded his efforts he hi
landed posto his original purchase until his

a place

Kansas.

in the state oi

Six hundn
excellent cultivation,

while live acres are embraci

grove and twenty acre- devoted
which yields an abundance

orchard',
1

|i

at

in

fruit

season.

A

large an<

in

Brown

of

Mm

>

1

,

M

state, a daughter of James
lum, both also natives of Kentucky, and
Mr. and Mrs.
there they departed, this life.
Pipkin now have one .laughter. May, a
years, and
nineteen
of
lad)
young
bright
children,—Eva,
they have

"

who
en,

died at

t

who was

le

age

called

•

t

fn

two years; and

m

<

Mr. Waters w;
8, 1842, and
was horn in 1815 in

Waters, who
Kentucky.

>hio or

1

I

land and was the founder of the family in the
new world. On coming to America he located near Pari- or Lexington. Kentucky,

and was there united in marriage with a Miss
Their
r, who was of German birth.
Waters.
last days were spent in
our subject's grandfather, was
in Kentucky and at an early day emigrated
>hio.
He purchased a quarter s<
to
land in Brown comity, where he -pent the re-

Ow-

<

mainder of his life, enj
pursuits. His death occurred

icultural
in that

county

He was
early wars, probably that of iSu.
twice married, his first wife being a Miss
by whom he had three children:
.

father of our subject

e

and

Basil,
r

;

Is

who was drowned when
his second wife he

McKee, and
nel)

to
:

and Alexander,

a

wedded

them were horn

young
a

Miss

f

America. Margaret, Nancy
residents of Brown coun-

all

this earth

Mrs. Pipkin and her
age of six years.
daughter are members of the Me1
Episcopal church.

father,

comity, July

<

and well built barns further add to the value and attractive appearance of the place and. everythi
farm indicates the supervision of a practical
raer.
and
years.
In [880, at the age of twenty-eight
in marriage to Wilunited
Mr. Pipkin was
reared and
mathi Gillum, win
educated in the famous old Blue Grass
fort;

and,

the substantial citizens

nati

either

ninetv acres of as fine '.and as can be found

among

pted comity.

li

A

:

t'nl

WATERS.

VV.

value of industry and honest)

In political mattei

John Waters spent

his early life

Li

principally in Brown comity, where he was
reared upon a farm, and there lie was mar-
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i6oo

ried.

September

Glaze,

1839, to Miss Retta

5,

who was born December

He owned

a

20.

Ann
1820.

good farm of one hundred and

twenty acres of land in Browe county,
which he continued to operate until our subject was several years old and then removed
to Indiana, where he resided for a few years,
but finally returned to Brown county, Ohio.
his wife having interest in an estate there.
of which he had charge for a number of
His last days, however, were spent
years.
in Vermilion county. Illinois, where he died
on the 10th of March. 1877. honored and
He was a
respected by all who knew him.
life-long member of the Christian, or what

was then called the Xewlight. church, and
was a Democrat in political sentiment. His
wife still survives him and now makes her

home

with her children in Stafford county.
Kansas. In religious faith she is a Baptist
The family
is a most estimable woman.
of this worthy couple consisted of ten chilMalila A., born January 24.
dren, namely:

and

1841, died in infancy: Isaac \Y.. ur subject,
Retta
is the next in order of birth
November 8. 1844. died June 7. 1880: Maris the wife
1848.
garet J., born December 17.
of William Roush. a farmer of Pratt county.
Kansas: James D.. born June 18. 1851, died
1

:

Nathaniel T.. born
farmer of Oklahoma,
of Pond Creek:
George W., born January 22, 1856. died Ocborn February 8.
B.,
Aaron
tober 31, i860:
1859. died October 31, i860: Maria J..
ptember 8, 1862, died March 2.
1864; and Walter I., born January 24.

November
March 10.

24.

1877:

1854.

is

living twenty 'miles

a resident

a

east

of Stafford county. Kan-

sas.

In the county of his nativity Isaac

Waters grew

to

manhood, and gave

W.

his fa-

ther the benefit of his labors upon the home
farm until he attained his majority, also
working as a farm hand by the month t"
extent. On October 31. 1867. he was
there united in marriage to Miss Margaret
Roush, who was born in Highland county,

some

Ohio. November 8, 1844.
Her parents,
Henry and Rachel (Wilken) Roush. were
both natives of Pennsylvania and of German descent. Thev were married, however,

Ohio, and when Mrs. Waters was quite
removed to Huntington, Indiana,
where the father became owner of a farm.
He subsequently returned to Ohio, and still
later removed to Missouri, from which state
be came to Kansas, locating at Norwich,
Kingman county, where his death occurred
March q. 1900. His widow is still living
and makes her home with a son in Kingman county. They were the parents of fourin

small

who in order of birth are as
Emanuel, a farmer of Missouri;
Margaret, wife of our subject; William, a
farmer of Pratt county. Kansas: Daniel, a
resident of Nevada. Missouri; George, who
died in that state: Leah C. wife of Fred Milhouser. a farmer of Pratt county, Kansas:
Jacob, a farmer of Kingman county: Stephen, a railroad man living in Vernon county. Missouri; Harriet, wife of John Shankle,
a farmer of Bell township, Reno county.
Kansas; Luella, wife of Isaac Shankle, who
teen children,

follows:

is

employed

at

the

elevator

in

Penalosa,

Kingman county: Milila A. and Mary E.,
Abraham, a
twins, who died in infancy
farmer of Kingman county; and two who
Unto Mr. and Mrs.
died when young.
;

Waters have been born ten

children, as fol-

Rachel A., who died in Summit county. Kansas: Ida L... wife of D. 3-1. Wise, a
farmer of Reno county. Kansas: John L.,
who died in infancy in Missouri: Isaac P.,
a farmer of Dresden township. Kingman
county. Kansas: Robert B.. William T..
;:.. Chloe and Edna L., all at home:
and one who died at birth.
After his marriage Mr. Waters remained
in Br. >wn county. Ohio. f< ir about eighteen
months, his time being devoted to farming,
and then removed to Marion county. Missouri, where he spent four or five years.
by the month a part of the time and
being engaged in farming for himself the
remainder.
He next made his home in
mty, Missouri, for two or three

low

s

;

years,

and from there removed

to

Cham-

unty, Illinois, where the foil, .wing
year was passed. For six years he was a resident of Vermilion county. Illinois, and from
there he came to Kansas in 1882. stopping
first at Prettv Prairie. Reno county, where
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he followed farming one year.
At the end
of that time he removed to Kin-man county,
and pre-empted the southeast quarter of

run

section 7. Eureka township.
Mr. Waters
brought with him only one horse and although he bought another soon alter locat-

but

ing here

and on

with* ut

unfortunately died, leaving him
a team.
Upon hi- place he erected
it

ise,

fourteen by sixteen

fe<

:
.

ed up and down, and broke about ten acres
of his land, but having no team he was ob'irk f< >r ithers f< >r al k >ut two years.
was then able to purchase a yoke of
and with them broke forty acre- of
his land.
He also saved enough to buy a
COWj for which he paid forty dollars, but being greatly in need of a well he gave the
\

(

lie

steer-,

to a man to bore a well for him.
The
work, however, was dishonestly done and
proved utterly worthless, so that he lost the
entire amount.
In those early days Mr.
Waters traded considerably and at length

cow

became the owner of two suckling colts,
which he kept until they were two years old
and then sold them. He continued to work
for others for some time, hut was at length
able t" devote his entire time and attention
to his farm.

1601

farming operation-, however, he has
machine nearly every
a threshing'
His
since coming to this county.
machine was run by horsi

his

fall
first

he later owned
threshing outfit

a

fine

J.

[892
interest in an Avery separator and engine :i
H.
Murry, who was
partnership with E.
killed 1>\ stepping into the cylinde
Water- belongs to that class of men whom
the world term- sell -made, for coming fo
mty with only a dollar and a half in
selling that

in

:

pocket, he ha- conquered all
stacks in the path t< success, and ha«
ly secured Eor himself a o :r.n rtable property but by his efforts ha- matei
the interests of the community with which
his

be

is

associated.

He

Democral

a

is

served a- township
clerk three terms and road overseer
terms. Fratemallv he is a member of Turin
Lodge, X... 358, A. F.&A. M., and the Odd
Fellows Lodge at Lerado, in which he has
tics

and has

tilled all

efficiently

the chairs.

His estimable

United Bret;

.

1

Since then he has steadily pros-

pered, although at one time he was oblig
mi rtgage his place, but it is now free from
t<
:

ANDREW

1

and one hundred and twent;
In 1899 he
the farm are under cultivation.
erected a g
substantial house, and also
built a double granary sixteen by twenty-

KIPP.

debt,

1

f<

Andrew

Kipp,

who

follows

stock-raising

Black Wolf township,
the

ur feet.

and

farming-

is

in

general

section

9.

a m<

prominent German families of
His landed possessions
n-ive and hi

most

Success having attended his efforts, Mr.
Waters has been aide to add to his property.
and in September, 1900. purchased the

Ellsworth county.

southwest quarter of section 12, Dresden
township, of which forty acres had been
fenced and one hundred acres were under
Since then he lias fenced the
cultivation.
entire amount, has put up a windmill, and

young men of determined purpose and un-

other useful and valu;
He gives his attention prinprovements.
cipally to general farming' and mak

made many

cialty

of his wheat

cr

He has two hunshels last seas n.
dred and twenty acrs of land under culthe entire
nearly
and devotes
tivation,
amount to that crop. In connection with

ilities

perseverance

flagging

where

in

that

this

lie

free

before
land..

ed and true worth

lab

is

rewarded.

Mr. Kipp was horn in Wurtemberg,
German;
850, and has been a
1

,

county since 1S77.
His parents were Jacob and Anna Kipp. the
former a farmer, miller and brick n
In their family were four children,
turer.
of whom our subject is the y unrest and the
resident

only '->ne now living. He spent the
enteen years of his life in his

native

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
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land,

and

hoping

then,

to

his

benefit

condition in the new world.
prompted by a spirit of adventure
country, cros
this
see
a desire to
financial

:

His faAtlantic witli some cousins.
had died in the meantime and lie was
dependent upon his own resources for a livAfter sixteen days spent upon the
ing.

the

ther

New York and thence
Westmoreland c« unty,
Pennsylvania, where he was employed as a
farm hand for a year and a half. Later he
made his way westward to Illinois, where
he followed farming for two years, and for
four years was employed in an organ factory in Mendota, Illinois. In 1N77 he started
for Kansas, bringing with him grain and

ocean he landed in

made

way

his

to

His father-in-law had
here a quarter section of land, which was
broken, but no improvements had been made
upon it. This was the southeast quarter of
section 9 and is the site of Mr. Kipp's presOn reaching the county he
ent home.

lumber for

a house.

turned his attention to the raising of wheat,
and for some time that was his principal
crop, the rich soil yielding

good

returns,

and

as his Financial resources increased he began
to engage in stock-raising, and now makes a
specialty of a

Hereford
of cows and

good grade of shorthorn ami

He

cattle.

keeps about forty head

raises calves for feeders.

hard times and now he is one of the most
prosperous men of the county and one of
the heaviest wheat grower-.
On the 7th of March, 187J. Mr. Kipp
was united in marriage to Miss Caroline
Cltch. a daughter of John Peter Ultch.
Her father was born in Germany, was a
blacksmith by trade, and in 1848 came to
America. He then secured a homestead in
Bureau county. Illinois, and was very sucMrs. Kipp is the
cessful in his work there.
eldest of six children, and by her marriage she has become the mother of five children
Fred, who died at the age of twentyfive years John, who is engaged in farming
:

;

Black Wolf township; Aaron, who is attending school in Kansas City Letty and
Carrie.
Until of late years Mr. Kipp has
always voted with the Republican party, but
in

;

the

In

mors and emoluments of office have no
For a long period he

attraction for him.

n the schi ol oard. the came f education receiving his ardent support.
He is
a member of the Evangelical church and is
deeply interested in everything pertaining to

served

and successful business men of Ellsworth
county and in this history well deserves representation.

He

judicious investments in property
and is now one of
extensive land holders in the

as the years have passed,

the

1

the welfare and progress of the community.
He ranks among the most capable, reliable

hundred acres of land,
which is planted to corn and wheat, and the
remainder of his extensive realty is rented.

most

1

1

also operates five

He made

;

NICHOLAS
Xo

M.

MEYERES.

history presents

life

lesson

that

power

in

more

forcibly the

diligence and enterprise are a

the business world

that

accom-

His residence and buildings are an
ornament to the locality. In 1S94 he built a
fine barn, thirty-two by forty-eight feet, and
there are good sheds and necessary outbuildings upon his place, all being kept in
good condition, showing no lack of repair.
In 1897 he erected what is one of the finest

plishes great results than does the record of

in this portion of the
modern style of
exterior adornments are

protectorate of the Belgium government, his

county.

country residences

It is large, built in

state.

architecture and

.its

Air.

its tasteful and rich furnishings.
Kipp has been one of the progressive

men

of the locality,

equalled by

spirit

met the

has

difficulties

with courageous
occasioned by the

the career of Nicholas

M. Meyeres. who

merchandising

engaged

in

Kingman

county.

He

is

in

is

Willi >wdale,

also the postmaster

there and he has valuable farming interests
in the county.
He was born in the province
of Luxembourg, which is now under the
natal

day being

May

13. 1853.

Hi-

father,

Dominick Meyeres, was a native of the same
He marprovince and was there reared.
ried Catharina Wildgen. whose birth also
occurred in that locality, and in the year
1855 they emigrated to America, our sub-
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two years old and the
youngesl of their eighteen children.
Hie
parents located near Port Washington, \\ is-

that state

where the father purchased forty
of land, of which his son .Midi,,;
charge, afterward enlarging its boundaries

August

ject being at that time

[is

1

tt

iw

id'

nt)

es

Democrat

a

in his political

Port

when he was

1873,

Washington

Kansas.

Two

until

sisters are
\\

also

1

and Barbara.
is the widow of Nicholas Sterns, who
conducted a hotel. Site now resides in Chicago and some of her children are employed

who

in the

large mercantile establishment

owned

Meyeres of this review mastered the combranches of English learning and later
attended the high school of Port Washing-

He

at home until sixteen
when he went to Sheb

remained

it

ing until 1883.

when

his

death

Nicholas

Meyer county,

S

u

1

D

'.

removed to Willow dale, where at a cost of
fifteen hundred dollars he erected a building.
twenty-four by forty feet and a story and a
To the
half in height, with a basement.
main building there is also an addition,
entire
building
the
feet,
sixteen
twelve by
serving as a dwelling, -tore and po
The store occupies space twenty-four by

as a

occurred.

wife of

In the
sixty acres being planted to wheat.
fall of [900 Mr. Meyeres sold his farm and

years worked in the mines as a surface hand.
In the fall of 1877 he came to Kansas, locating in Barton county, where he secured a
timber claim, hut the trees did not grow and

homestead claim.
Mr. Meyeres was married January 24.
1883, to Catherine Thrill, who was born ip
Sheboygan county. Wisconsin, a daughter
Nicholas and Catherine (Sche
of
Thrill, both of whom were natives of Luxembourg. Germany, and in childhood came
to the United States. They were married in
Wisconsin, where the father followed farm-

:

Majams,
near Coldwich, Sedgwick county,
the

1

county, Wisconsin, where he remained for
On the exyears, engaged in farm work.
piration of that period he removed to the
mining district of Michigan and for three

he afterward obtained possession of

count)

I

t

& Company.

mon
ton.

Ihristina, the

.

In the district schools of Wisconsin Mr.

years of age.

farmer of
wife of

a resident
<

;

;

of Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin;

by Marshall Field

Frank,
Kansas
ah

I

like

— Elizabeth, the wife of John

1.

in

children

Dakota;
Peter, a farmer of South
f
and Ri se, the w ife
Mr.
a farmer of western Iowa.
After his marriage Mr. Meyeres made
his home upon his claim until [892, when
ty for twenty-four hundren d< liars, having made many exa
improvements upon it in the meantime. Hethen removed to a farm seven miles disl
situated in the adjoining township, and pured three hundred acres of raw land.
which was hi- place of residence for
during which time he successfully carising.
eral farming
>f this two hundred .acres is under cultivation and the remain
isturage purpose-. During the season of [901 he
his
f
rented one hundred and sixty acrefarm and operated the remainder. There
were one thousand bushels of win
te hundred and,
on his farm th;

our subwas named Nicholas, is now engaged in
farming near Chilton, Wisconsin, while a
third brother is engaged in farming- in Benton county,

teir

kota;

ject

living

.

nick Paradeis, of

affilia-

accidentally killed by a

Another brother, who

horse.

farm

1

ricultural pursuit; Lena, the

Their son .Michael remained on the

old homestead at

i

Elizabeth,

through additional purchase.
The father
died in [876 and the mother passed away in
Port Washington in 1885. Both held membership in the Catholic church and the
tions.

<

liveI

namely:

vive.

consin,

mer was

still

1C03

twenty-four feet in the front and is tilled
with a good stock of general merchandise,
including provisions, dry goods, hardware
and other marketable commodities to the
value of three thousand dollars. The postoffice is a special one. the mail p ute being
between Willowdale and Zenda and the contract was given to Mr. Meyeres. mail being
;

received twice each week.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Meyeres were born

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
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Nichyet living, namely
and painter of Barton county. Kansas; and Christina, Maggie, Peter,
Elizabeth, Veronia and Johnnie, all yet at
home. The faithful wife and mother departed this life in Barton county, March i,
1896, and was laid to rest in St. Mary's

ert, who carries on the business established
by his father; Alary, the wife of Landslet
Bell and a resident of London William, the
subject of this review; and Charles, who is
the manager of a large dry -goods house in

cemetery, at Odin.
In his political views
Mr. Meyeres is a stahvart Democrat where
national is>ues are involved but at local elections he is absolutelv independent of party
ties, supporting the men whom
he thinks

of

seven children,

all

:

olas, a carpenter

best fitted for the offices.
For three terms
he held the office of township trustee, was

township clerk for two terms and has been
a

member

of the school board.

He

is

a

prominent member of St. Peter's Catholic
church, at Willowdale. and is a publicspirited and progressive citizen who gives an
earnest support to every measure which he
believes is for the general good.

WILLIAM PELLS.
Pells, a popular and efficient
passenger engineer on the Santa Fe Railroad, maintains his residence at X". [28
Tenth street, Hutchinson. He was born in
London. England, on the nth of April,
Smith)
1850, a son of James and Susan
Pells, both also natives of that country.
The father was engaged in the manufacturing industry on an extensive scale until
1852, when, with hundreds of others, his
life's labors were ended in death during the
cholera epidemic of that year.
After the
death of her husband the mother, with the
aid of her eldest sons, carried on the business
until her death, which occurred about 1867.
She was a woman of energy and resource,

William

(

and when left a widow she successfully managed the large business entrusted to her care
and succeeded in keeping her family together.
Since her death the enterprise has
been conducted bv the sons at 56 Palmyra
street, Victoria Park, where they have two
large houses. In their family were five children, four sons and one daughter, as follows
Tames, who resides in London Rob:

;

;

London.
William Pells attended the

London

city schools

until his fifteenth year,

when he

entered a dry goods store and was there employed in the capacity of a clerk and salesman for four years. When but nineteen
years of age he established a small store of
his own on Milerend road, in the eastern
part of London, which he conducted for the
following two years.
He was then married, Miss
Trotter becoming his wife.
She, too, was born in the city of London,
and was a daughter of James Trotter. After his marriage Mr. Pells received bis portion of the estate, and he then started for

Emma

America, and on his arrival in this country
he located in Grovesport, Ohio, where he
had relatives living. There he purchased a
small fruit farm, on which he made his home
until his removal to Kansas, purchasing one
hundred and sixty acres of unimproved land
in Newton county.
His land was located
southeast of the town of Newton, on Jester
creek, and the purchase price was four dollars an acre.
This he improved and made

home for the following three years, when
he removed to Peabody, this state, purchasing a team and a number of cows and hogs,
paying fifty dollars apiece for the latter.
With this outfit he began farming operations, and at that time his only experience in
this line of work was on the little fruit farm
in Ohio.
His surroundings here presented
a marked contrast to his London associations.
Buffaloes, antelopes and other wild
animals were then numerous and everything
was in its primitive condition. He at once
began the arduous task of placing his fields
under cultivation, erected a comfortable residence, and at the end of three years of hard
labor there he sold his place and removed to
his

Newton, where he was first engaged in
freighting from that place to outside points
and later was interested to some extent in
the real-estate business, spending in

years in that

city.

He

then took

all

up

four
his
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abode in Marion county, Kansas, where lie
pre-empted an eighty-acre tract and also secured a timber claim of one hundred and
sixty acres, on which he erected a g
deuce, and there engaged in general farming and stock-raisi ig.
While there residing, through the influence of an old friend, James Davis, then
master mechanic of the Santa Fe roundhouse at Newton, Mr. Pells concluded to
embark in the railroad business, and again
took up his residence in Newton. He comat the very bottom in this undertaking, and after spending about three years
roundhouse
he was made a fireman on
in the
engine Xo. 7, under Isaac Conroy-, one of

menced

Fe engineers, his run
In the
being from Xewton to Emporia.
former city he had erected a comfortable
residence, in which he made his home until
the division was moved to Nickerson, and he
was then put in charge of an engine, running from Nickerson to Dodge City, a distance of one hundred and twenty-five miles.
This made it necessary for him to remove to
the former city, where he remained until
1 89 1. and during a portion of that time he
had charge of a passenger engine. In 1890
he took up his abode in Hutchinson, since
which time his run has been from that point
to Kinsley, a distance of one hundred and
sixty-eight miles, and he makes the round
the old-time Santa

Mr. Pells is known as one of the
competent and popular engineers on this division, and during his
twenty-two years in this line of work he has
never had a wreck of any importance. Since
locating in this city he has erected and furnished a beautiful home on Tenth avenue,
in one of the most desirable residence portions of the city, and in addition he also
owns other residence property and a business house at Fourth and Main streets. He
trip daily.

most

is

work on

the battleship Olympia.

[895 he has been
ter

mechanic

in old

Mexio

.

Since

as

mas-

a

Mexican Railroad Corn-

for the

daughter, I. ilia.
lie eldest
Charles is assistanl cashier for the
State Hank of Hutchinson.
The
three youngest children. Frederick, Alden

pan)

'I

.

home.

Citizens

and Edith, are at home. In the public affairs
of the city Mr. Pells has taken a prominent
and active part. For six years he served as
a

member

of

the

city council,

vva

an alderman of the first ward, was a member
of the Republican county central committee
and has been a delegate to various state and
county conventions.
The cause of Christianity also finds in him an active and efficient worker, and for several years he has
served as a member of the official board of
the First Methodist Episcopal church of
Hutchinson, of which his family are also
members. In his fraternal relations he has
attained the Knights Templar degree in the
Masonic order, and he is also a member of
Reno Lodge, Xo. 140. Reno Chapter, Council and Commandery, while both he and his
wife are identified with the order of
em Star, lie is pasl noble grand of Xick1

.ersont

Lodge,

I.

O. O.

and

F..

is

a

mem-

ber of the order of Rebekah and is past chief
His social
patriarch of the encampment.
relations also connect him with the Ancient
Order of United Workmen and with the

Brotherh

1

of

Locomotive Engineers.

careful,

also a stockholder in the Citizens National

Bank.
In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Pells are
William
four sons and two daughters.
Charles, the eldest son, served his time as
a machinist in the Santa Fe shops at Nickerson.

in

1605

and from

that city he

went

to

San

Francisco, California, where he was engaged

S. C.

CooK

In the subject of this review we h;
who has attained distinction in the line "of
hi- profession', who has been an earn
discriminating student and who holds a po-

due relative precedence among the
medical practitioners of Lyons. He came to
a number of years ago. locating at
Hollyrood, but is now numbere among the
successful practitioners of Lyons.
The Doctor was born in Mahoning county, Ohio, near Youngtown, May 23. 1854,
and is a son of Andrew and Mart'

sition of

'

ville)

Cook.

The

father

was

a

native of
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Somersetshire,
England, where he was
reared to manhood, and there he was married, the lady of his choice being a native of
Wales, in which country she spent her girlhood days. Soon after their marriage they
came f n the United States, first taking up

abode in Youngstovvn, Ohio, while
later they resided upon a farm in Mahoning
county.
In 1855 they emigrated westward
to Iowa, settling upon a farm in Jefferson
county, where they made their home until
[864, when they went to Union county,
Iowa. Near Creston, that county, the father
is still living, at the age of seventy-six years.
Throughout his active business career he has
their

devoted his energies to agricultural pursuits.
He holds membership in the Evangelical
church and his religious faith has permeated
his life, making him a man of honor, and at
all times he is found true to principle and
His wife passed away in i860, at
to duty.
the age of thirty years, leaving six children,
four of whom are yet living, namely: Mrs.
Anna White, of Oklahoma: Mrs. Eliza
Trover, of Creston, Iowa: Mrs. Sarah Vincent, of Afton, Iowa; S. C. of this review:
and Mrs. Harriet Pugh, of Lamar. Missouri and one who died in infancy.
Dr. Cook was quite young when his parents went to low a. and there upi in a farm he
spent the days of his boyhood and youth,
finding in the rural life excellent opportunity
for the development of a strong constitution.
He was also taught the value of honesty in
the affairs of life, and in the public schools
if Afton he acquired a good literary education, completing the high school course.
He
afterward engaged in teaching for two years
and then took up the study of medicine under the direction of Dr. D. C. Baldwin, a well
known and capable physician of Cedarvale.
Kansas. His later studies were pursued in
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, in
St. Louis, where he was graduated with the
In 1S79, however, he began
class of 1884.
practice in Moline, Kansas, where he remained for seven months, and in 1880 he located in Hollyrood. Ellsworth county, Kansas, where he remained until 1882, when he
went to Warren county, Missouri. After
his graduation he opened an office in Mc:

1

Cracken, Rush county. Kansas, and after
four years there passed removed to Rushtoii.
Rice county, wdiere he remained for
seven years.
On the expiration of that
period he came to Lyons, and from the beginning has occupied an enviable place as a
representative of the medical fraternity of
this city.

Dr. Cook was married in St. Charles
county, Missouri, at Wentzville, in August.
Elizabeth Darnell, a daughter of
and Susan (Sullivan) Darnell. Her

[880. to
[esse

now deceased, but her mother is
Adams, Oregon. They had nine
children, of whom seven yet survive, namely:
J. C. of Kalama, Washington: Mrs.
father

is

living in

Susan Baldwin, who is living in IndependOregon: R. E., who makes his home
in Toledo, Oregon; C. B., a resident of
Adams, that state: Mrs. Hattie Holdman. of
Pendleton. Oregon; .Mrs. Mettie Brewer, of
Adams, Oregon Jesse, who is living in
Kelso, Washington; and two who have
passed away.
The marriage of Dr. and
Mrs. Cook has been blessed with two children,
Madie and Jessie.
The Doctor votes with the Democracy
and is now serving as president of the board

ence,

;

—

of health of Lyons.
He belongs to the
Christian church and his wife to the Methodist Episcopal church.
He is an advocate
of temperance movements, and is a friend
of education, religion and all general improvement and progress. His life work has
been a benefit to his fellow men and un-

doubtedly there

is still

before him a success-

and labor
prove of value to the community with
which he is associated.

ful

future, wdierein his influence

will

ZEXAS

S.

SPORE.

Spore, of section 20, Halstead
township. Harvey county. Kansas, widely
known as an enterprising and successful

Zenas

S.

farmer and
ville,
1

84 1.

vessel

fruit

grower, was born in Zanescounty, Ohio. August 14.

Muskingum
<

Zenas Spore, his father, who was a
wner and sailor on the lakes, was
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born

He
little

in

then

Canada and

lived there until

went to Chicago,

wooden

[llinois,

[831.
then a

village in the midst of a broad

1607

From

Effingham canity. Illinois, Mr.
removed to Macon county, in the
same Male, in the fall of [866, and three
Spore

\ftcr a
and apparently bottomless swamp,
time, having lost his vessel, he decided to
seek another occupation, and he went west

years later he went to
ameroni, Missouri.
After a year's residence at the lai
he proceeded to Kansas and homesteaded

on a prospecting expedition as far as the

on hundred and sixty acres

Thence
he returned to Cleveland. Ohio, where he
lakes.
After
last
work
the
that
his
on
did
he lived at Zanesville, Ohio, and later in
Coshocton county, in the same state. In
85 2 he settled in Effingham county. Illinois,
and remained there until 1876, when he removed to Kansas, and from that time until
his death. July 21, 1881. at the age of seventy-five vears, he lived with his son. Zenas
He was married about [826 to
S. Spore.

Macon township, Harvey count v. November 28, 1867, he married Elizabeth \1K..,,.
a native of Ohio, who was taken to [llinois
and reared in that state from the age of

present site of St. Joseph. Missouri.

1

Mary X. Dunham, of Rochester. Xew York,
who' was horn in 1807. and they had four
daughters and nine sons, all hut one of wb mi
lived to maturity and ten of whom are livFranklin died at the age
ing at this time.
of two vears in Coshocton county. Ohio, and
during the past thirty-six years the number of brothers and sisters of this family has
not been reduced by death. The mother died
in Effingham county, Illinois, in 1873.

Zenas S. Spore was brought up to the
arduous but useful labor of the farm. He had
but few- educational advantages, hut such as
he had he availed himself to the utmost.
July 3, 1861, when he was not yet quite

twenty vears

old,

Thirty-fifth

Regiment.

he enlisted in

Company K,

Illinois

Volunteer

Infantry, in which organization he served
continuously until October 28, 1864, rising

from the ranks to the honorable distinction
of color bearer.
At the battle of Resaca.
where he fought under Sherman, he received a gunshot wound in the left foot and
Missionary Ridge lie was the victim of a
shell wound which resulted in an injury to
eye and ear.
Some idea of the peril of the
service in which he participated is afforded
by the statement that out of an original company of one hundred and one men
enteen. of whom he was one. remained to he
His company comdischarged in* [864.
mander was Captain Thomas Dobbs, a vet-

at

1

eran of the Mexican war.

(

in

section

30,

ten years.
At the time of her mar.
had two children by a former husband, viz.:
Mary E. Alls,, p. born in Illinois lulv 51,
i

now the wife of F. 1'. Hinkle, of NewKansas, and the mother of two children, one twenty years older than the other:
and Jennie Allsop, born May 28, [861, who
married George Conant and died at Arcadia,
Kansas, her son Frank dying in infancy.
1857,

ton,

To Mr. and Mrs. Spore have been born children as follows: Ella E.. born October
7,
i8r>8, died January 12. 1869.
Susie E. married Adrain Wright, a stock farmer near
Valley Centre. Kansas.
L. I-:., born Fehruary 22, 1880. assists his father in the
management of
In

his business.

[886 Mr. Spore engaged

in the

fur-

niture and real-estate business.

Thai same
year he bought his present farm of eighty
acres, on which he located in 1892.
In 1X79
on his old homestead he engaged in the nursery business and after that for eight vears
he had an interest in the business of B. B.
Jordan, nurseryman, of Fort Scott. Kansas.
He has been successful as a fruit grower and
since locating in Halstead township has cultivated a small nursery and a ten-acre fruit
orchard of apple, peach, pear, plum, cherry

and apricot

trees and a considerable vineyard
of grapes.
He is known throughout' his
section of the state as a prominent horti-

and was one of the originators and
promoters of the Harvey county fair. He
popular as a member of the uniformed rank of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows an
anch Reculturist

:

ed the ticket of his
party undeviatingly since he cast his vote for
Abraham Lincoln for president of the
United States in 1864. He served as town-
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ship trustee of Macon township, by election
and re-election, through seven successive
terms and for six years in the responsible
office of justice of the peace, and during
nearly the whole period of his residence there
he was a member of the township school
board and it is a matter of local history that
he was one of the organizers of school district

number

He

fifteen.

is

a

member

of the

Methodist Episcopal church and has always
been a liberal supporter of its various interests.
Under the direction of Prof. William
A. Carlton, of Washington, District of Colombia, he has charge of the government
experiment cereal station at Halstead, a liveacre experiment farm for the cultivation of
wheat, rye, barley and oats, which was esMr. Spore keeps a herd
tablished in 1899.
of from twenty to twenty-five pure blooded
year markets from
every
and
cattle
Jersey
forty to one hundred Poland-China hogs;
and Adrain Wright, his son-in-law. who
Valley Centre. Kansas, is a
lives near
breeder of pure blooded Hereford cattle and
Poland-China hogs.
Mr. and Mrs. Spore have given their
children substantial educations, and one of
their daughters was graduated in shorthand
was graduated at
at Wichita; the other
the Halstead high school and the son was
educated at Bethel College.

WILLARD

R.

BROWN.

Willard R. Brown, clerk of the township
board of Concord township. Ottawa county.
Kansas, is one of the most enterprising, successful and popular citizens of his part of
He was born in Preble county.
the county.
Ohio, in 186S, a son of John I. Brown, who
lives six and one-half miles south from Delphos and is one of the most honored citiThe elder Brown
zens of Ottawa county.
served his country as a soldier in the Civil
war as a member of an Ohio regiment. He
was married in Preble county to Maria
Burns, a native of that county and removed
with his wife and child to Ottawa county.

eminent
good farm and became

ral

land,

lie

improved

a

i

an influential man in his vicinity.
In politics he is a Prohibitionist and he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
Besides Willard R. Brown, the subject of this sketch, he has another son, Ray-

mond Brown, who

is

a well

known

citizen of

Concord township.
Willard R. Brown, who was brought to
Kansas a child in arms, was reared on his
father's farm and early instructed in everything pertaining to good farming. He was
in the common school
near his
in the Minneapolis high school and
received a practical business training in a
prominent business house in Kansas City,
Missouri, where for a time he was employed

educated

home and

as a bookkeeper.

Eventually he returned to

Ottawa county and engaged in farming.
He owns a fine farm of four hundred and
forty acres in Concord township and has a
good residence and adequate barns and other
outbuildings. His farm contains a fine grove
and an orchard, and is devoted to grain and
stock-raising.

He

is

a

man

of public spirit

whose views on all important questions are
broad and comprehensive, and he has come
to be widely known as a good business man
and as a patriotic citizen.
Mr. Brown was married in 1898 at Bennington, Kansas, to Miss Clabie Schilling,
a native of Parkersburg, West Virginia, and
a daughter of the late Colonel Alfred Schilling, who was a soldier in the Civil war and
whose wife was Mary J. Fleming, of MinOther children of Colneapolis, Kansas.
onel and Mrs. Schilling are Jane A., of Bennington. Kansas; Percy, of Harrington,
Kansas; Louise, who become Mrs. Hudson
and lives at Minneapolis, Kansas; and Robert C. Two others have died. Mr. and Mrs.
Brown have three children, Margaret Maria,
Irwin Schilling and Marv Louise.

PETER BERGER.
Peter Berger, who has won success asHalstead township, Harvey
a farmer in
county, Kansas, and whose postoffice is at
Halstead. was born in Germany May 11,
1S46. In 1855, when he was nine years old,
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he was brought by his father, Samuel Ber\\ uli others of their family to the United
States, making the voyage on board oi .1

thirty-four hundi

which reached New York sixdays after it left its ierman pi >rt and
after a distressing experience on stormy
seas.
In the year last mentioned the family

county, Kansas, where he bought one
hundred and sixty acre- of land for four
thousand dollars, a portion of winch amount
he was obliged to owe. There were fair improvements 'Hi the farm and he made more
and m n ><> sold his half section there for
ten thousand dollars, a sum which g
judges of land in that locality assert was
His
he full value of the property.
residence was burned in January, [887,
upon him a loss of twelve hundred
Eter all insurance had been paid him,
and he at nice replaced it with a larger and
tiner one.
Mr>. Berger died in Doniphan
county, Kansas, in 1882, leasing four children, who are here mentioned in the order

ger,

sailing vessel
t\

e

ii\

1

located in Saint Clair county, Illinois,

where

Mr. Berger's mother died August

about

niie

month

1.

She was
years old ami she left
''

after their arrival.

that time about forty

four sons and live daughters, all of whom
married and tour .if whom are now- living:
in Halstead township, Harvey county,
Kansas: Henry, in Saint Clair county, Illinow .Mrs. Baer and also of that
count}'
and Peter, who was his parents'
eighth child in order of birth and who is
the immediate subject of this sketch.
Samuel Berger acquired a farm of eighty
acres in Saint Clair county. Illinois, and died
there in 1N73. aged eighty-two year-. Peter
remained under hi- father's roof until be
was fi mrteen years old. During the succeeding four years he worked for farmers. At
the age of eighteen he entered upon a three
years' apprentice-hip to the harnessmaker's
trade at Summerfield. Saint Clair county,
Illinois.
At the end of that time, though

John,

nois: Katie,
:

were good but having- a dislike
tor indoor work, he again turned his attenyears
for about six
tion to farming and
worked by the month for farmers at an
average salary of twenty dollars a month
and board. In the fall of 1S71 he bought
his pr< ispects

sixty acres of land in Clinton county,

Illi-

for three thousand dollars, going in
for fifteen hundred dollars of the
amount.
In [872 Mr. Berger married Christina
Zinc, and after his marriage he remained on
his farm in Mini is for seven years
which time three of his children were born.
In the fall of [878 he sold his farm at a loss
and went to Washington town-hip. Doniphan county. Kansas, where he bought one
hundred and twenty acres of land for twennew prairie
a
ty-two hundred dollars
brushland farm on which he li
years, during which time he built a house.
nois,

debt

—

He

—

sold that place in the

fall

of

[883 for

[88

he located

1

ha\ ing im-

Eter

proved twenty acre^ of
in

it.

In the spring of

[alstead

I

ti

>v\

nship,

I

tai

\e\

1

1

1

<~i

their nativity:

who

Barbara,

lives

with

in Illinois; Amelia, who married a
Mr. Rothman, of Arkansas City, Kansas,
and has three children Henry, who lives n
his father's farm; and Ida. who is also a

an uncle

;

member

1

of her father's household.

In the

Berger married Barbara
first wife, who has borne
Arthur. Samuel. Ruthe
dolph, Nora, Tillie, Lydia and Mary
whom is seventeen years old, the
youngest seven.
Mr. Berger had but limited educational
opportunities in his youth, but being a close
observer and a diligent reader he ha- befall

1883 Mr.

i.f

Zinc, a sister of his

en

children

—

—

While nominformed man.
Republican in politics, lie is an independent voter. While a resident of Doniphan county he was elected a member of the
bi iard of his school township and he has been

come

well

a

inally a

same office since he
Harvey county. His good judgment in all
important affairs and his public spirit, which
movements to
impells him to aid all g
the extent of his ability, render him a useful
Formerly a Mennonite, he has for
citizen.
eight years been a member of the
lie identified himself
Presbyterian church,
Fellows
Independent
with the
111
[873, has passed all the chairs in his subordinate lodge, and is a member of the uniank and of the auxiliary order of
elected to the

1

1

:
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Rebekah. As a farmer he is very progressive and is deservedly successful.
He has
planted a fine three-acre orchard and made
his farm an up-to-date one in every respect.
and has in contemplation the purchase of a
izing farm, with a view to going
quite a large scale.

ELIZABETH

Z.

ISAAC. M. D.

Altona, Manitoba, and thus adding
knowlAfter winning- her degree of M. D.
she became associated with her sister in prac-

tice

at

practical experience to her theoretical

edge.

in
Moundridge, McPherson county,
Later she took a post-graduate
Kansas.
course in Herring Medical College, of Chicago, and at the >ame time was engaged in
hospital practice, thus adding much valuable
and varied experience to the learning that
she was acquiring within the college walls.

tice

since

Dr. Elizabeth Z. Isaac, a practicing
physician of Pretty Prairie, is among the
the medical fraternity
recent a.
of Reno county, hut already has won an
enviable place in the profession and in public
regard, her ability having been manifest in
the successful conduct of some very dif-

The Doct( ir is a native of si >uthern Russia and during her childhi
ro the United States by her parents, who located first in the state of Min-

ficult cases.

nesota and in 1884 came to Kansas, settling
m a farm. The father was a man of high
scholarly attainments and was a teacher by
m, following that calling in his naupi

He

died in Lehigh. Kansas, in
after taking up his residence in this state. He left a family of ten
children, three of whom have entered pro-

tive land.

two years

1886,

'

of

a

great deal of hospital

who

at-

her ability. On the 1st of June. 1901,
Dr. Isaac established an office at Pretty Prairie, one of the most enterprising and flourishing towns in central Kansas. Since coming to this field of labor she has met with
decided success that is all that could be desired by both doctor and patient.
Her patronage has already increased to such an extent that her office work and outside practice claim all her attention.
She is a member of the Hahnemann Medical Association,
ami die is continually broadening her knowledge and thereby promoting her proficiency
by reading and investigation. Although she
has resided in Pretty Prairie for only a brief
e has already made a host ef warm
friends.

two of the daughters being

life,

members

done

practice under eminent physicians,
test

the

medical

fraternity.

SIMON

Dr.

M.

SPANGLER.

aac, the elder sister, is a practicing

The

physician of McPherson county. Kansas,
while the brother, J. P. Isaac, is now a student in a medical college at Chicago, Illi-

subject of this sketch is one of the
leading farmers of Harvey county. Kansas,
whose homestead is in secti> in 5 of Darling-

nois.

ton township and whose postoffice address is
Newton. Mr. Spangler is a native of Center

Dr. Isaac, of this review, obtained hei
preliminary e lucation in the public schools
of Marion county and the normal school of
Salina. Kansas, and began the study of medicine under the direction of her sister. Dr.
ected her reading for

She then entered the HahneCollege of Kansas City, in
which die pursued the regular course and in
due time was graduated. During the three

two

years.

mann Medical

"it

•

in

mastering the work of her

was with her sister in the
summer, assisting her in her prac-

college course she

mi

1

-in !-

<

if

county. Pennsylvania, and was born January 31, 1840, a son of Jonathan Spangler,
whose birth occurred on the same farm on

which Simon M. was born. March

2,

1801.

Christopher Spangler, father of Jonathan
and grandfather of Simon M. Spangler, was
born in Northampton county, Pennsylvania,
May 17. 1700. and died on the old Spangler
farm in Center county. February 21. 1855.
Christopher Spangler was a son of George
Christopher Spangler. who was born in
Prussia and died in Center county. Pennsyl-
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vania.

iSoj. nearly

in

Simon M. Spangler's

ninety
father

.in

Mece, win

i

i

the

1><

irn in

sylvania, a daughter of

married

Uni m

ci

itinty,

1

'enn-

Adam

Sephenson cou
Manois, leaving a wife and two children.
tilda married George Deuberman and died
Illinois. leaving a wife and
in Kane count)
in

-

,

Ira, who never married, died
Center county, Pennsylvania, aged about
twenty years. Margaret, who married Benjamin Granby, died in Kane county. Illinois, leaving seven of the eight children b ira
to her. Charles D.. who is not married, lives
Simon
Id home in Pennsylvania.

hen.

in

M.

is

the immediate subject of this sketch.

Jonathan, who lives at the family home in
Center county, Pennsylvania, has 'six children. Barbara is the widow of Perry Condi
and lives in Center county, Pennsylvania,
and has two children. Edward has a wife.
Inn ii" children, and lives in Kane county,
Illinois.
Uriah, of Emma township, Harvey c iinty. Kansas, where he is prominent
as a farmer, has a wife, a son and a daugh>

ter.

He came to Kansas in 1873.
Simon M. Spangler was brought up on

his father's farm, so

long the

home

of his

family, in Center county, Pennsylvania, and
acquired his education in the district schools

near by.

In April. 1861, he enlisted in

Com-

pany B, Tenth Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, for the three months' service.
August 26. 1862, he re-enlisted in the
One Hundred and Forty-eighth Regiment.
with
Infantry,
Pennsylvania Volunteer
which he served as a non-commissioned officer until November 30, 1864. when he was
from first sergeant to first lieuI

tenant.

May

12,

ser\

When
)wrv

:e

i

lieutenanl in con

Catharine

i

died

the

E

i

first

1864,

he was mustered
1865,

1.

mand

of

aptain,

Mece. Their
lebrated about [828 and they
as farmers on the Spangler estate in Center county. Pennsylvania, where
all of their ten children were born: Ruben.
.

0111

ipe o

Spangler

was

161

vember following.

ye
attained

age of eighty-seven years and he himself
ve to a

HIS

at

Spottsylvania

Court House. Virginia, a minie ball passed
through His neck and shoulder and he was
confined in hospital at Philadelphia until

No-

d

the battle of

.it

(

old

Spanglei
missi

company,

is

I

who had been
1

[arbor.

".tenant's

which

in.

dal

is

:d

November

-_•.

divw

Mr.
com1864,

CurHis
which was
by the
colonel of his regiment on tin
he had won it b]
a soldier, came
to him wholly as a pleasant sv
After the war Mr. Spangler returned to
his old home in Center county, Pennsylvania, and after studying some time at the
New Berlin Seminar)
tin,

prom

or

(

Penn-

ition,

f,,ur

I.

nor.

1

I

-.

work during

tli.
if the year.
In
February, 1869, he married Miss M
-mer county. Pennsylvani
terof John and Annie (Weaver )Ta
for fourteen years they were farmers on a
.

part of the old Spangler homestead.
made their advent in Harvey county,

i

They
Kan-

sas. February 22, 1884, and located on a
quarter section of land which Mr. S

purchased quite advantageously of
Mark-, an early homesteader. Here thev
have been successful even beyond their expectations and their homestead, which has

known as the Keyis one of the most valuable in its
and is provided with a good residence and numerous large outbuilding-, including a barn, covering a ground -pace of
become

to be popularly

stone farm,
vicinity

ninety-four by
walls,

which

is

fifty

feet,

with eighteen-foot

one of the best

Harvey

in

county.

Mr. Spangler
-tic

is

member

a Republican

ai

of the Grand

the Republic, which he joined in

Army

of
Pennsyl-

oon after the organization
body, and

now

rick Post,

No. 36, of which he was vice-com-

mander
erator

in

for
-

holds membership in Kilpat-

1895-96.
his

He was

township

in

census enum-

1890.

and of
1895 was elected

clerk of his township board

and
:lerk of

in

Harvey county

to

fill

a va-
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cancy and was twice re-elected to the same
He is a member of the Evangelical
office.
church and for several years was one of the
trustees of the local
tion

and

body of that denominaof its Sunday-

superintendent

school.

The following information concerning
Simon M. and Mary (Tay-

the children of

Spangler will be of interest in this conVernie May is the wife of J. T.
nection:
Jennie married
Irvin, of Dennison, Texas.
a Mr. Quisenberry, and is a widow with one

lor)

Edward Sumner Spangler was graduated in 1900 at the Northwestern University at Chicago, Illinois, and is a stenogFrank Arthur is
rapher and bookkeeper.
employed as a mechanic in the railway simps
son.

George R. McClure was injured by a
when sixteen years of age and was never
a strong man. He offered his services to the
government during the Civil war. but could
He was confined to his
not pass muster.
bed much of his life and was always an invalid yet in the brief periods in which he
enjoyed health and strength he was very energetic'and accomplished much. In Holmes
county, Ohio, on the 21st of September,
1865, he was united in marriage to Martha
Croco. of Ohio, a daughter of John and
Barbara Bear) Croco. The Croco family
is of Polish origin and representatives of
the name removed from Poland to Germany.
fall

(

at

Newton, Kansas. Mary Elmeda marrieO.
John E. Hauck, a farmer of Harvey county,
Kansas, and has a daughter three years old.

Peter Croco, the great-great-grandfather of
our subject, went to that country and served
under Frederick the Great for six years. He
afterward deserted and came to America,
wdiere he loyally aided the colonists in their

Lydia, who is a member of her father's
household, is making a specialty of piano
music and bids fair to excel as a pianist.

For ten years
struggle for independence.
George R. McClure. the father of our subject, engaged in teaching school during the

JOHN
Upon

a

G.

winter months in Ohio and throughout the
summer season he worked at carpentering.
In the spring of 1866 he came to Kansas, locating in Baldwin City, where he aided in

McCLURE.

farm on

section

20.

Sterling

township. Rice county, John Gerry McClure
is devoting his energies to agricultural purHis life has been one of industry, and
suits.
indolence has figured in his career in not the
He was born in Franklin
slightest degree.
county, this state, on the 15th of September.
1870.' His father, George K. McClure, was
a native of Holmes county, Ohio, born December 12. 1S38, and the grandfather, John

McClure. was an Ohio farmer, who was born
in 1806. either in Pennsylvania or the Buckeve

state.

He

died in the latter state in

His wife, who bore the maiden name
of Mary Richardson, was burn in Ohio, in
[Sit. and there died in 1900, at the age of
1891.

eighty-nine years. They reared ten children.
six sons and four daughters. All were married and had children and eight of the numThe grandfaber are still living in Ohio.
ther was a sturdy pioneer, who cleared a

farm in the midst of the heavy timber and
died an octogenarian.

building the college now known as Baker
After a year there passed he reCollege.
moved to Franklin county, Kansas, and on
the 28th of March. 1866, he took up his
abode on a tract of land of one hundred and
sixty acres which his father-in-law had purchased in 1864. During the early days he

and his wife were forced to meet the stern
and to endure many

realities of pioneer life

hardships incident to establishing a

home

on the frontier. They paid ten dollars per
hundred weight for flour, fifty cents a pound
Their
for butter and thirty cents for pork.
nearest market was at Kansas City, about
forty-five miles away, and they had to drive
to that place in wagons, for railroads had
Mr.
not then been built through the state.
McClure continued his farming operations
until 1892, when he sold his property and in

March

1

if

that year

came

to Rice county, set-

on two hundred and sixty acres of
In 1898 he purchased
land near Sterling.
a quarter section near the city, and upon
that farm he died on the 31st of August,

tling
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He was

a Republican in his political
justice ol the
and served as

ns

satisfacti
'

;

when he took up

self

ily

.1

>r\

Hew as

.

member

also a

board, and while residing

ern Kans
>f the
three terms.
church he was an active
<

its

of

his

at

day and

this

hi- labors

among

have

the substan-

tial citizi

sbyterian

member am
In

Amend,

vogue

in- in

gained for him a place

in east-

his

family were

seven children: Anna, the wife of William
E-wing, of Sterling township,
by whi m -he has three children; Lizzie, the

wife of Charles

at

i-

through

'

trustee-.

residence

hi-

about two years

ighly in
a young man of enti
touch with the progressive methods of farm-

peace for nineteen year-, a fact win.
conclusively that his services were capable

and

1613

of Sterling, and the.

if
three children John, ol
view: George, who resides on eighty acres
of the home farm and has two sons; Mary,
ime the wife of !urtis McCammot
and died at the age of twenty-three years;
Carrie, the wife of Archie Rees, who is living north of Sterling and by whom she has
one child: and Jay. a farmer near Sterling,
married and has one daughter.
John Carry McClure was reared to farm
life and did not leave the old homestead un
til his marriage, which occurred on the 22
;

<

1

of February, 1898, Miss Alice Rees, of JasHer
per county, Iowa, becoming his wife.
mother was a successful school teacher be-

Mrs. McClure has been
fore her marriage.
She is
an able assistant to her husband.
a practical housewife. Inn

MRS. SARAH JAM'. WYNN.
Mrs. Sarah Jane Wynn. one of the honored pioneers of Rice county, Kans;

widow of

\dam Wynn, who was
of this locality and a
He was
war.

known

early

valiant

soldier of the Civi]

horn
vania,

in

settler

Northumberland county,

March

Wynn. was

jo.

(838.

also a native of

I

li-

1'

fail:'

Northum

He
county and was of French descent.
married Elizabeth Snyder, win. was
man descent, and they became the parents
1

if

ten children, five SOI

Two i>f the sons were defenders of e stars
and stripes when the attempt was made to
overthrow the Union, and Chambers is now
he faa resident of McPherson, Kansas.
ther followed the occupation of farming as
a life occupation, and of the Methodist Episcopal church both he and his wife were
''

1

occi
li- death
worthy members.
ania, and she was called to
rest in McPherson, K;
Vl-nn Wynn was reared to the quiet pursuits of farm life in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, where lie was ear'
He was a millwright
to work in the held-.
and was thus engaged for ten years.
tbreak of the iivil war lie donned
1

'

the poultry on the farm and is as
successful in this work a- her hud .and i- in
raising grain and stock. At the tune of their
E

they located upon a farm

wheh had been deeded
by his father. Throughout

acres
lie

to

oi

Mr. McClure

his entire career

He
ha- carried on agricultural pursuits.
of the raising of corn and
of the former crop probout twenty-eight hundred bushels

makes a specialty
broom com. and
annually.

He

also raises hi

1

swine, keeping on hand, from eight to ten
ind

from

while annually

lie

his father's

teen. -- that he
tical

to twenty cattle,
about sixty head of

fifteen
sells

Poland China hogs.

was

He became
farm

at the

the

man-

ag

well qualified by prac-

experience to carry on business for him-

<

the blue

in

defense of the

r
I

i

.

in

the

Fourth Illinois Cavalry. He was afterward
honorably discharged,
ity. having been afflicted with chronic rheu'ittsburg,
matism, recciviTennessee. He afterward veteranized in the
wa Battery, from which he
charged on the 23d
Davenport, [ow;

1

6
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1

f prominAi e
is one
munity, and they are honored an
all who know them.

the country no longer needed his services.

The family

Alter the close of hostilities he returned to
Pennsylvania, and in Northumberl;

bv

united in marriage to
ih Jane Wynn, who during the remainder of his life was a true an
companion for the journey of life. She was
born in Northumberlai
vania, and is a daughter of Samuel a

ty, that

abeth

-

)

Wynn,

A member

native- also of that

family, J. F.

Both are now deceased, the father
dying in 1878. at the age of eighty-fi
and the mother was ah
above at the age of eighty-five years. They

and Susanna.

The

He was

born in Wilkes county, North CaroJanuary jo, 1851. His father, Jesse
Gamble, who was of French de-cent, was
reared and educated in his native southland,
and was there married to Mary M. Prather,
who proved to him a worthy companion and
helpmate for the journey of life. They belina,

father

farm and was
Democratic party.

his life to the pursuits of the

identified with the

Adam Wynn
tion

to

vania until 1878,
ty,

came the parents of the following children:
T
J.hn F., N ra E., Ocie, L. W.. C. E.. Mary,
and one deceased. The father was called

devi ted his time and. atten-

when he

<

Pennsyl-

the millwright's trade in

to his final rest at the

cairn

He was

K;.n-a-. locating on eighty acres of land.

cated on the farm n
1896 he
w idi u still re >ides, a msisti
id twenty acres, which iIn

worthy member of the
Mrs. Gamble
ist
Episcopal church.
survives her husband, and she.

still

>

a

good

a

;

ber of that church.

residence, a lar

cessary improvements.
remained until his death, which

J.

when he had reached his fifty-ninth
His army service undermine

F.

le

rheumatism, which eventually
caused his death, and thus p;
noblemen. His life had ever
nature's
one of
been upright and honorable, characterized
by fidelity to duty and to the right. He affiliated with the Republican party, but later hecame a Populist. He was connected with
the Grand Army of the Republic, and of the
Methodist
:hurch he was a worthy
and active member.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Wynn were born
Harper J., who married
four children:
Sarah Nickel, by whom he has one
uel C. and they reside on a farm adjoining
the old homestead: Dickson D., who is thirty-one years of age: Lloyd E., who has
Lie age of twenty year-: and Troy
Logan, a young man of seventeen years.
-

three vounger children are at

Gamble, of

home.

this review, received a

good education in the schools of his native
state, and when only twenty years of age he

year.

in

The

age of sixty-six years.

a life-long tar-

Democracy, and

1<

1

wth

of a prominent old southern

Gamble has been a resident of
number of years.

the Sunflower state for a

parents of nine children,—
Jacob, David. Rachel. May. Barbara, Emma,J.

ected

res]

GAMBLE.

F.

J.

county.

Sarah

1

1

1

Shipman

I

1

a

county superintendent of

the

McDowell county. West Virginia,

E

which important position he continui

1

fill

Later for some year- he was
r
'tir years.
engaged in the lumber business in that state
and Tennessee, and while a resident of the
fi

fi

south he was a number of times appointed
to the pi sition of postmaster, serving in that
capacity

in

Perryville

West Virginia, and
'

Tennessee.
rival

in

at

and Harrisonville,
Thompson's Mills,

The year 1893 witnessed

his ar-

the Sunflower state, and after his

arrival here he

engaged

in

farming

and

stock-raising in Barber county, als
ing the drug business for a time at Hazel-

During President Cleveland's adminis-

ton.

tration he was made postmaster of
and also served as a salesman and

this city,
as assist-

stmaster of Peck. He is now recognized as one of the leading cattle men of

.

1

pi
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the county,

and

addition to attending to
stock farm he has

in

five years,

>\\

iiship

I

uste<

i

I

the past

in

eldest

>aniel J.

1

I

>

common

Daniel

J.

Coy,

practice of law in

I.

COY.

who is engaged
Burr Oak. has by

in

the

his en-

thorough preparation of cases and
natural and acquired ability won an en-

viable position as a representative of the bar

of Jewell county.

Fie

was born

in

Defiance

county. Ohio. October 26, 1S57. hi:
being' Daniel and Angelina
His father was born among the Green
<y.

mountains of Vermont and became one of
the early settlers of Ohio, where in the midst
of the forest he developed a tract of land

He died in Defiance coun1S57, before the birth of our subHis 'wife, a native of Br< ke county.

into a line farm.

ject.

in

life

I

iled

m

in

.

ts of

il

which institution he

in

in

:d

afterward engaged

teaching

Ohio and

[882.

of

>

in

in

1

i

le

the coun-

in the

of Michigan.
In the

fall

of 1884 Mr. Co)

Kansas, where he bee
lintment,

I

arrived in
the
ipal of
mnty, and later.

1

became superinte

On severing his
connection with educational work in Gove
county he took up the study of law, and in
graduated in the law department
of the State University of Kansas, at LawFie was admit;
rence.
ils

of that county.

2,

188!

Later he located

he has
1893.

in Joplin,

id then came
made his hon
For three years

M
!,

in

after his arrival he

" irr
was prim
and then resumed the

1

>ak public schools

law.

which he has since gained
connecting him with n

a

in

I

nportant

litigation tried in the court-

On

C

ty,

work
him to co
the Northern Indiana Normal
ation for

and was admitt<
county circuit court of that state June
For about a year he remained
[891.

terprise,
his

would not ha

school,

realizing the value of mental train-

tion.

DANIEL

in bis

1

the

county. October

Fellows, of Clinton. Tennessee.

and

Coy had few advantages

youth.
His lot was one of b il and had it
been for his ambitii
in
oination
the advantages of education, beyond those of

J 11
West \ irginia, at the age of twentyone years, .Mr. Gamble was united in marriage to Miss Nancy Peyton, a native of that
commonwealth ami a daughter of John and
Nancy Peyton, both now deceased. .Mrs.
Gamble has also been called to b.er final rest,
dying in 189J, at Hazelton, and at her death
she left nine children, namely: Mollie, the
wife of J. E. Davis, of Moberly, Missouri:
Jessie, at home; Wesley, of Enid. Oklahoma: Elbert William: Samuel and Shelby,
twins: Inez: and Grace. For his second wife
Mr. Gamble chose Olive Delia Hardin, their
wedding being celebrated in 1901. She was
reared and educated in Illinois, and her father, John Hardin, was a well known citiMr. Gamble was
zen of Barber county.
made a Mason at Clinton, Tennessee, and

the chapter and of
is now a member of
Anthony Commandery, of Anthony, KanHe also holds
sas, and Alhambra Temple.
membership relations with the Kni
"
Order
of
Independent
d
and
the
Pythias

[

war

at the time of
the Civil
served until after the restor;

all.

pa

son.

army

discharging the obligatii

ing upon him in that important position to
the satisfaction of

survived him, and
Defiance county in 1895.
Albert Coy. joine

Virginia, long

away

the duties of his large
also served as b

.6.5

the 26th of June.

Mr.

Miss

Emma

1889, in

Beloit,

Coy was

united in marriage to
Long, and they now have three

interesting children,

— Catharine

A..

Homer

G. and an infant whose name is not given.
Socially Mr. Coy is conne
Ancient Order of United Workmen. In his
political

views he

is

a

Republican

and.

at
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acteristics

til January 8,
1884, when, having sold his
farm of one hundred and sixty acres six
miles north of Sterling, he removed to the
city in which he yet lives.
He was for three

cess in his chosen

years

is serving as city clerk of Burr Oak.
Diligence, determination and honorable purpose arc numbered among bis salii

present

i

will

and have already won him sucprofession, in which he
no doubt gain even greater distinction.

a soldier in the Union army during
lie enlisted in
the war of the Rebellion,
i'crn county, Illinois, in August, 1862, as

a

JOHN

SELFRIDGE.

T.

One

nf the valuable farming properties
in Washington
township, Rice county, is
that owned by John T. Selfridge, who resides mi section
I'.,

and reared

irn

terpi ise n hich

28,
in

not

from Sterling.

far

the west, the spirit of en-

ha

velopment of the .Mississippi valley is manilie opened his eyes to
fest in his career,
the light lit day in Randolph county, Illiar Coulterville, mi the 14th of NoHis maternal grandfather.
vember, 184:.

John Selfridge. was a native of Argyle, New
York, burn in 1798. He engaged in farming in the western portion of the Empire
state, in Ohio and in Illinois, and died in the
last

named commonwealth

1875,

at

in

the

fall

of

the age of seventy-seven years, at

which time he was

residing-

in

Randolph

He wedded

Harriet Smith, who
was born in Vermont, and they became the
Jason. Olive \
parents of four sons, namely
Francis and John. The mother died and die
father afterwar again married, having a son
county.

'

:

I

his

second wife.

He

also

and daughter by
had a third wife, but there were no children
by that union. His daughter. Josephine, is
now the wife of William Anderson, of
Sterling township, and she has four living
children.

Grayson S. Selfridge, the father of our
was horn in Xew York January 12.

subject,

1824, and is now living in Sterling, in his
seventy-eighth year. After some years" residence in Randolph county, Illinois, he came
1807. settling -first in Crawford county, where he remained fur five
years.
He afterward spent four years in
Missouri and in 1870 came to Rice county,
where he followed agricultural pursuits unto Kansas, in

member

of

Company

C, Eighty-first

Illi-

nois Infantry, and. though in many battles,
including the terrible charge of Vicksburg.
where many fell around him, he was never
wounded. [owever, he suffered from a sunstroke at Junetown, Mississippi, and being
I

newhat incapacitated for active

field

duty he was detailed as an orderly.
He
married Susan VVoodside, a native of Kentucky, and a daughter of James W'oodside.

The wedding was celebrated in Illinois November 26, 1844. the groom being then in
his twenty-first year, while the bride was
eighteen years ,,f a ge.
Nine children were
imrn unto them, rive sons and four daughters.
Among the number was Mary Ellen,
twin sister of Jason Smith Selfridge. and she
lied on her fourteenth birthday.
The other
•

children of the family are:

John, of this
is living north of
Harrison;
Eunice, the
J.
wife if George Danser, of Woods county,
Oklahoma; Susanna, the wife of William
review; Robert

J.,

who

Sterling: Airs. \Y.
1

Cmmery; William

O.,

who makes

his

south of Sterling; Jason, a railroad
living
1

in

Sumner

c

home

official

isas;

and

r© irge VV., a resident of Sterling.

John T. Selfridge, the immediate subject of this review, acquired a good common-school education in Coulterville, Illinois, and on the 10th of December, 1863,
he put aside his text-bonks in order to enlist in the Eighty-first Illinois Infantry, as a
member of Company C. He was then eighteen years of age and joined the service as
a private. He was with his command for a
year and a half and was then taken prisoner
on the Cumberland river. Subsequently he

was paroled, and
ceived

at the close of the

an honorable discharge.

war

re-

He now

draws a pension of eight dollars per month,
given him on account of ill health occasioned
bv his army service. He was a brave soldier
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who wore the blue uniform with digand fearlessh defended the starry banner i the nation.
On the ist of February, [870, Mr. Selfridge was united in marriage to Miss Lu
mm. L. Whaling, of Rome, Pennsylvania,
Brewer)
a daughter of Morris and Odella
Whaling. The father was a member of the
Union army for a few months and died in
the service from the effects of an injury
which he sustained, leaving- to his widow the
care of >ix daughters and three sons.
She
still remains true to his memory and is IivRome, Pennsylvania, at the age of
seventy-seven years.
Air. and Mrs. Selfridge began their domestic life in Gerrard,
Crawford county, Kansas, to which place
our subject had removed from Illinois in
[868.
lie learned the carpenter's trade under his father's direction and has always followed it to a greater or less extent.
He
took a claim of one hundred and sixty acres
of railroad land in Crawford county, paying
the company seven dollars per acre.
After
three years he sold the land and removed to
Missouri, where he engaged in the operation
of rented land fur three years, and in May.
1876, a quarter of a century ago, he came
to Rice county, Kansas.
Here he owns one
hundred and sixty acres of land, on which
he carries on general farming and the bree 1ing of cattle, horses and hogs. He finds the
raising of swine and cattle the most profitable branch of his business, yet he always
keeps on hand about twenty head of horses.

account of the part they took in our Civil
war. Another who deserves mention in that
connection is Job X. Fowler, of Ellsworth,
who is tiie owner of a ranch of eight hundred and twenty acres in Langley township.
Job X. Fowler was horn in Butle
tv, Kansas, March 27. [843, a son of Alfred
and Harriet (Mulford) Fowler, natives of
Ohio. Job was one of the three children of
his parents and the only one who survives.
He lived with his parents on their home farm

He

until he

boy,

nity

i

1

(

is

cultivating a quarter section of land

and has raised from four to five thousand
bushels of wheat annually, sometimes having
as high as
from six to eight thousand
bushels.
He has diligently prosecuted his
labors, and his well directed efforts have
brought to him a comfortable competence.
In their home Mr. and Mrs. Selfridge
have a picture on the wall representing five
generations.
The eldest is Mrs. Susan
Woodside, the maternal grandmother of
Mr. Selfridge. who died in Arkansas in her
ninety-third year. The second is Mrs. Susan

(Woodside) Selfridge. the mother
subject, and she is yet living in Sterling,

seventy-six.

Selfridge,

The

third

the wife

his

1-

.if

W.

sis

-

I.

larrison,
The fourth i- Mrs. Mai
ington, a daughter of Mrs. W.
J. Harrison
by her first marriage, and the fifth is Carl
1

I

Huntington, her little son.
Both Mr. and
Mrs. Selfridge hold membership in the
United Brethren church, and in p
is a Republican, having been an Abo
bellum days.
In [882 he made a
\]

trip to the

far west, visiting Arizoi

Oregon and Washington, spending
three months in viewing the scene- of thai
fornia,

sectii >n

of the country.

1

[is

life

I

quietly and honorably passed, and

acterized by fidelity to duty in

JOB

X.

all

relations.

FOWLER.

Mention has been made of several prominent citizens of Ellsworth county, Kansas.
who are honored b) their fellow citizens mi

was eighteen years
good knowledge of practical farn
acquiring in the public schools near

i

hi

common-school

education.
His
earliest recollection of an educational instiFebruary
use.
tution iiS, [861, when he was about eighteen years
old he went to Marshall county. Illinois,
a

fair

where he made an independent start in life
farm hand. He was thus employed unAugust of that year, when

as a
til

his country's call for sol lier

Company

F,

Forty-seventh Illinois Volun-

Infantry, which was commanded by
Captain Clark. His regiment was attached

teer
at

if

1

Harriet

ter,

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
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to the

Army

of the Mississippi.

In July,

1863, Mr. Fowler was taken prisoner by the
Texas Rangers ami lie was confined for nine
months in the f< ilL wing prisi ins
Raymond,
:

Mississippi: Meridian. Mississippi: Atlanta,

Montgomery.

Mobile, Alabama:

:

Alabama; Libby, Virginia; and
Virginia.
He was exchanged

Belle Isle.
in

jiment.

March,
During

frame house, covering a ground space of
fourteen by sixteen feet and started another
Fie soon began to raise stock and
eventually fed from seventy-five to one hun-

home.

dred head, which he marketed at Kansas
City.
Gradually he made improvements on
the place, fencing and wiring it and improving his outbuildings until it became one of

He

the best in his part of the county.

also

the Eleventh

remodeled his residence, which is now a g id
two-story house. The farm is located on the
bottom lands of Mule creek and on it is a
living spring which affords a plentiful supiod water the year round.
Mr. Fowler married Lucy J. Wilmot,
December 30, [869, in Marshall county. IlliMrs. Wilmot was a daughter of
nois.
Stephen B. and Betsey Clauson. and was
born in Steuben county. Xew York. Her father was a native of Connecticut, her mother
of Xew York.
Mr. and Mrs. Fowder have

Infantry, the Forty-seventh

children

his

term of service he participated

in

the

g other engagements: Island

Number

Ten. March. 1862; the siege of
Corinth, May, 1862: Iuka. September 19,
1862; Jackson, Mississippi, May.
Vicksburg, Mississippi, May 2 and 3, [863;
Richmond, Virginia, June 16, 1863; Mechanicsburg, M
[Yipelo, Mississippi,

July 14 and
1

of

Mowe's Eagle

15.

1864; Abbeyville, Au-

lis regiment formed a part
brigade, which consisted of

Regiment Missouri Volunteer
Regiment 111 iInfantry and the Eighth
n Volunteer Infantry.
It was the
Wisconsin Regiment that carried
the war the celebrated war eagle,
"Old Abe.'" Mr. Fowler was honorably discharged from the service at Springfield, Illir.
1864, and returned to
county, Illinois, where he worked
as a farm hand two years.
After that he
rented land until 1873. In February of that
year he brought himself, family and belongings in a chartered car from Illinois to
litnteer

1

Peace,

now

Sterling. Kansas.

Upon his arrival in Kansas Mr. Fowler
homesteaded the northwest one-fourth of
section 17. township 17, range 6. in Empire,
now Langley township. Ellsworth county.
About one month after he began w irk on his
claim, when he had built a small house and
broken about twenty acres of land, he moved
his family to his new home.
That season he
sowed and planted about fifty acres and the
pers took his entire crop.
so

much discouraged by

this

ill

He was

luck that he

sold his claim, intending to go back to

Illi-

was induced to change his plan
and
ught one hundred and sixty acres of
railroad land, on which he erected a small
but

nois,

I

>•

Lola E., who is the
wife of William Recknor, of Creston. Iowa;
Charles X.. win. is agent for the
Pacific Railway Company: Alfred H.. who
is a telegraph operator in the employ of the
Santa Fe Railroad Company at Garnet, Kansas
Elihu C. who manages his father's
homestead: and Ida M. and Lucy J., who are
:

students at the high school.
In politics Mr. Fowler

is
independent!
takes an active interest in the
county
and can
and pn sperity of Ellsworth
be always depended upon to do the public

He

|

spirited citizen's part to promote any movement which he believes will be for the genHis name is intimately assoeral benefit.

ciated with die early history of Langley.

now

an important junction town and -hipping
point.
When the Missouri Pacific Railway
was constructed through the county it traversed his land and the railway station at
Langley stands on ground which
merly a part of his property. He was active
in organizing school district No. 22 and was
the

first

school director elected in that dis-

trict.
He was prominent also in connection
with the planting of Methodism at Langley,
having been one of the first trustees of the
Methodist church, there, to which he donated
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on which he assisted materi; lh to erecl
house of worship.
He is a n
Lodge, fndependent Order of
th
lows, and of Ellsworth Post, No.
22, G. A. R., of which he is past commander
and present commander.
In 1899 he bought his present residence
at Ellswi irth, int. w hich he moved in August
of that year, with a view b
dren better educational advantages.
He is
entitled to honor not only as a citizen and a
a lot
a

1

1

soldier, lint as a pioneer.

1619

atives

namely:

of

the medical

Henry, of

this

pital.

in

1

;

the
Ells-

fraternity,

review; Fred W.,

Kan-

and Arthur,

practicing in Wilson. Kansas
G., is in the hardware and implement business in Ellsworth. The parents
are still living and are residing upon a
this city.

M. D.

compendium such as the province of
work confines in its essential limitations

X..

record,

serve to offer lit memorial to the life
and accomplishments of the honored suba man remarkable in the
breadth of his wisdom, in his ind.
perseverance, his strong individuality, and
yet one whose entire life has not been one
esoteric phase, being as an open scroll, in-

—

pursued his education
>t

Medicine

in

He

arts there.

the

Royal

the
the
also

I

of Ireland, and upon
in

in

won

schools of his native country and

will

ject of this sketch

the eldest

a medical practitioner at Junction City,
sas: Alfred, a surgeon in St. Marl

tin's

this

ie is

J

and Elizabeth O'Donnell.
In
1885
family came to America, locating in
worth county.

ranch near

HENRY O'DOXXELL.

1S04.

er,

the family of eleven children

Usworfh,

1885, he entered the empl

ngaged
there.
At
time

in corn'

yet his entire accomplishment but represents

continued the study ..1' medicine,
and on the expiration of a half di
went to Xew York, where he m;.':
in the Bellevue Hospital Me
which institution he was graduated with the

the result of the

class of

viting the
e

his

are

his efforts

utilization of the innate

fit

which are

talents

True

scrutiny.

closest

deeds and great" in one sense, and

his

and the directing of

along those lines where mature

judgment and rare discrimination lead the
way. There is in Mr. O'Donnell a weight
of character, a native sagacity, a farseeing
judgment and a fidelity of purpose that com-

mands

the respect of

fatigable enterprise

all.

and

A man

of inde-

fertility of resource,

he has carved his name deeply on the red wrds
of Ellsworth county. He is one of the most
distinguished physicians and surgeons in
this portion of Kansas, and is now representing the eighty-fourth

district

the general assembly. His
nence in both professional and social

of

the

state in

is

the direct

result

circles

of superior skill

and

merit.

As

the

name

a native of the

ing occurred

in

indicates. Dr.

Emerald Isle,
County Oat

O'Donnell

is

his birth hav-

lie

1891.

He

then began practice in

Ellsworth and continued alone until he went
Xew York, where he pursued a postgraduate course.
Upon his return he entered into partnership with his brother-inlaw, Dr. H. Z. Hissem, and the firm is the
ominent in Ellsworth county. They
have commodious and attractive offices,
splendidly equipped with all the
appliances for carrying on their \
eluding a tine electric battery for

to

:

of electricity ami the use
X-ray machine when necessary. Their practice is very extensive and of an important
character, showing that both doctors are
men f superior ability and high skill. Dr.
O'Donnell is a close, earnest and discriminating student and he is carrying his investigations far and wide into the realms of medical science, while reading keeps
him in
touch with the advanced thought of the day,
plication

1
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with the theories that are put forth by the
of the medical fraternity and with
the inventions which result in benefit in the
For nine years
practice of the healing art.
he serve! as county health officer. He was

members

Ex-

president of the United States Board of

amining Surgeons and has been local surgeon of the Union Pacific railroad and the
St. L<aiis & San Francisco railroad.
Dr. O'Donnell is also a recognized leader
in the

Republican party in Ellsworth coun-

November, 1900, was elected to
His forceful individuality left its impress upon the laws formulated during the sessi< >ns in w hich he was a

ty,

and

in

the state legislature.

of the house. He introduced a bill,
which was successfully passed, to make the

member

Mother Bickerdyke
tion

for the

Home

care of the

the

bill

state institu-

or-

also introduced

to create a state board of medical

examiners

to regulate the practice of

cine and surgery and a
officers

a

widows and

He

phans of the soldiers.

to

make more

hill

several civic societies, holding

& S. M.; St.
Aldemar Commandery. No. 53, K. T., of
which he has been eminent commander. He
also belongs to the Modern Woodmen of
America, to the Select Knights, to the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and his
name is on the membership roll of the Ellsworth Club.

Amiability and courtesy char-

acterize his social relations

feature in his business
spirited in an

and are

He

life.

a

marked

is

public

eminent degree national prog:

advancement are causes both
dear to the heart of this adopted and thoroughl) loyal son of the Republic. Hi- devotion to the country is above question, and no
n of America is more true to her
ress

and

local

medi-

to allow

state

as a citizen.

effective quarantine

regulations in contagious diseases.

membership

with Ellsworth Lodge, No. 146, F. & A.
M., in which he has been worshipful master;
Ellsworth Chapter. Xo. 54. R. A. M., in
which he has filled the office of high priest;

He

is

+—+

a

student of the questions and issues
state and the nation and
exercises his official prerogatives and uses

WALTER

close

W. MAZE.

which concern the

his private influence in support of all

move-

ments and measures which he believes will
contribute to the general good along lines
of advancement, reform and improvement.
In 1892 Dr. O'Donnell was united in
marriage ti Miss Jessie A. Kinninger, a
daughter of Joseph Kinninger and they
have three sons. Henry St. Clair. John Edgar and Harold. The family occupy a very
handsome brick residence, which was erected by the Doctor. He finds his greatest happiness in ministering to his family and providing them with the comforts and luxuries
1

—

He is also the owner of valuable
of life,
realty elsewhere, having a fine ranch near
Ellsworth, on which his parents reside. He
is also the owner of another ranch in this
o mnty, on which he has a fine herd of about
one hundred and fifty head of Hereford
cattle.
He superintends all his farming inch

affords

rest as well as profit.

fi

He

is

identified with

Among the earnest men whr.se depth of
character and strict adherence to principle
excite the admiration of his contemporaries
Professor Maze is prominent.
He is now
occupying the position of superintendent of
county
and has
of
Ellsworth
the schools
had marked influence for good upon the educational

interests

of

this

portion

of the

Sunflower state.
He is a native of Ohio,
having occurred in Williams counHis
ty, on the 28th of September, 1867.
father, Jason Maze, was a native of the
Buckeye state and was a son of Robert
Maze, who was a native of Pennsylvania,
wherce he removed to Ohio during the pioneer epoch of its history, casting in his lot
his birth

During the boywith the early settlers.
his son Jason he took up his abode in
Williams county, where he erected a log
cabin and engaged in farming. There, amid
the wild scenes of frontier life Jason Maze
was reared to manhood, and after attaining his majority he chose as a companion
hood of

.
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and helpmate on life's journej Mis
.Maze, whose father had located in Williams
Four children
county at an early day.
graced this union, of whom two are living,
Arthur W., a resident of the
namely:
northeastern portion of Ellsworth county,
where he is engaged in farming and stock
After the death
raising, and Walter \V.

wife Jason Maze was joined in
in Mar)
Rainey, a daughter of
William and Sarah Rainey. who were also
among the first citizens of Williams county.

of his

Ohio.

first

Her

father

was

farmer and a minBrethren church, and
a

1621

Kansas, when he was a lad of eleven sumHere he entered the public
ambitious to fit himself for the pn
of teaching.
He afterward entered the »hio
School at Brookville, Saline county, and
in
[886 he began teaching in Ellsworth
mers.

-

<

county, following the profession for twelve
In the fall of
consecutive year-.
was eld ted county superintendent, and by
[1

re-election

ha- since been continued in the
are seventy-four organized

There

office.

and under

districts in the county,

ership the school- are

He

making

hi- lead-

rapid advance-

ister of the United
Robert Maze also represents that denomination, preaching the gospel among the people
The children of the second marriage are Walter W. Maurice, who is married and resides in the northeastern portion
of Ellsworth count}-; Howard, of Port Arthur, Texas; Robert, who is now in a business college in Salina; and Julius, at home.
In 1878 the father came with his family to
Kansas, arriving in this county in December
of that year.
He secured a homestead claim

ment.

on section
owner of a

sition in social circles, where true worth
and intelligence are received as the means

and

On

:

14, Garfield township, becoming
tract of raw land, which he has
improved, since giving his attention to general farming and stock-raising with excellent -uccess.
He served as township treaswenty-two years has
I

member

of the school board, his la!
ing most effective and beneficial in promoting educational interests in this pi
the state.
He now operates three hundred
and twenty acres of rich land, which he has

transformed into a valuable farm and from
which he derives a good income, the well
tilled fields yielding to him an excellent return for the care and labor he bestows upon
them. Of the United Brethren church he is
a devi ted member, has served as steward
and has been frequently a delegate to the
He takes an active part
district conference.
in church work, and in this is ah"
estimable Christian
most
his
wife,
a
by

woman.
Professor

Maze began

his education in

the district schools of Ohio,

sued his

studies

until

and there pur-

the family

came

to

is

verj enthusiastic in his work,

own

zeal is an inspiration to the
while his advice and counsel are
practical benefit to them.
the 31SI of August, [897, Pn fessor

his

teacher-,

Maze was

united in marriage to Mi-- Frandaughter of John and Susan Corrigan, and a native of this county.
Her father is now deceased, but her mother
yet re-ides in Missouri.
Mr. and Mr-. Maze
now have one daughter. Thelma. The Professor and his wife occupy an enviable po-

ces Corrigan, a

of entrance

.He

in;

belongs

Holyr
Lodge, No. 343, F. & A. M.,
and is a Republican in politics. He keeps
well informed on the i-sues of the day and
lends his aid and influence toward securing
the adoption of the principles in which be
to

1

He

so firmly believes.

has been

a

county ami congressional conventions.
Hi- attention, however, is largely devoted
duties,
and marked
to his professional
change- have occurred during his adminis-

to

trate

11

of the affair- of the

office,

i

'

who

introduced the plan of
which are held monthly so that the
-

teachers

may engage

in

special

work and

ideas and hear improved methods from others engaged in the same profession.
He arranged a course of study for

secure

new

the district schools, so that the worl
uniform.
The teachers of this county re-

ceived the prize

offered

by

the

Central

-

tendance,

it

being a

relief

map

of the United
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States, twelve

Maze

fessor

and a half by four

man

a

is

he came west, having friends and relatives
in Sumner county, by whom he was induced

Pro-

feet.

of distinctive ability,

and his character is one which is above a
shadow of reproach. He has been faithful
to the high office to which he has been called
and is widely known and respected by all

to locate there.

who have

been in any way familiar with his
honorable and useful career.

experienced

ED
Ed

F.

and

enterprising farmers of Barber canity, well
kn< iwn in Medicine Lodge township, dates
his residence in

Kansas from 1878 and the

of life on the plains
from actual experience.

st

>ry

d

county.

is

familiar to

He was

Pennsylvania,

member of
Hundred and Seventh Regiment

November

the Two
of Penn-

sylvania Volunteers, with which he went to
the front. He took part in a number of important engagements, including the battle of
Gettysburg, but survived all the dangers,
not dying until some time after the war.
Unto him and his wife were born the fol-

lowing named: Monroe, who is living in
Towanda, Pennsylvania; Ed F., of this review: Emory, of Woods county, Wisconsin:
Ulysses, of Pennsylvania; Buckley, who is
living in the state of Washington; Mrs.

Lewis, of

Priscilla

and one

Ed
farm

F.

in

Ulster,

Pennsylvania;

that died in fancy.

Avers was reared on the old
Pennsylvania, spending his

home
time

largely on the river or in the woods in conHe rewith the lumber business.
in his

native state until 1S7S.

when

ail

the hardships of

life

1

n the

(

30,

country, becoming a

a

of

in

185 1, and on the paternal side is of
English ancestry. His father was Decatur
Avers, who was born in the Keystone state
December 24. 1821, and became a farmer
and lumberman. On the nth of February,
1S44. he was united in marriage to Miss
Priscilla Guston, also a native of Pennsyl>orn December 30,
1824.
At the
time of the Civil war his patriotic spirit was
aroused and he offered his sendees to his

cowboy on

Durham) Wells. Her father was a native
Vermont and served his country in the
Mexican war, during which he was wounded
by a lance thrust. He came to Kansas in
1S72 and died in Sumner county, at the age
of sixty-eight years. His wife also died in
that county, when she had attained the age

him

born

a

plains, exposed to all kinds of weather and
having few of the comforts and conveniences
known to the east, but at length he began
farming on his own account.
In 1SS1 Mr. Ayers was united in marriage to Miss Emma Wells, who was born
in Portage township, Porter county. Indiana, a daughter of John D. and Melissa

AYERS.

F. Ayer-. one of the intelligent

He became

range, and followed that pursuit in
Oklahoma, the Indian Territory, Texas and
New Mexico for a number of years. He
would drive herds of cattle from Texas to
the northwestern states and territories and
cattle

of sixty-three years, passing away in the
faith of the Christian church, of which she
had long been a member. They were the
parents of four children
Schuyler, Wallis,
:

I

Mrs. Lusina Leasley and Mrs. Emma Ayers.
Four sons were born unto our subject and
his wife, namely:
Bradley, Arthur. Earl
and Roy, and the family circle yet remains
unbroken, all being under the parental roof,
For some time after his marriage Mr.
Ayers resided in Sumner county, Kansas,
and then came to Barber county, where he
has since devotded his energies to farming
and stock-raising. In the year 1900 with
two teams and wagons he made his way
overland across the plains, traveling through
Colorado, Idaho and Oregon, and on the
6th of August arrived at Portland, having

been upon the road from the 1st of April.
It is an ideal way to travel when the travelers can take their own time, going just
where fancy takes them. They hunted and
fished along the way and viewed the sublime
and beautiful scenery of the mountains and
plains, at length returning to their home by
Thev reside on Antelope Flats, where
rail.

U

Mr. Avers has
ed

with

found upon

a

trad

all

the

mi

a

g

residence,

1

and everything about

barn

the

of

sion

dicates

land

rich

equipments

Farm of the twentieth

lie!

lie has a

century,

very

i

1

modem

me.

a

large

hundred acres of his
cultivation and anually reaps

He

larvests.

justly

is

classed

THEODORE

C.

SETTLE.

of the prominent and representative
farmers and stock-growers of Kingman
county, Kansas, is Theodore C. Settle, win*
is well and favorably known throughout this
attractive and prosperous
section of the
Mis farm is considered one of the
state.
his long exin
Richland
and
township,
best
perience and marked success in the raising:
of live stock have made him an authority
in
matters pertaining to this important
branch of industrial enterprise.
Mr. Settle was born in DeKalb county.
Misouri, on the 21st day of June. 1856, of
name which he hears
identified with the annals
of American history. His father. John Calvin Settle, was a native of Kentucky and a
member of a family which has been highly
excellent lineage, the

having been long

esteemed in that beautiful old commonThe father
wealth for many generations.
of our subject was a man noted for his in-

and excellent business

ability,

and
ential

fam

county,

county.
years.'

and

his

5

.vers

;

He

Missouri.

died

and

influ-

DeKalb
Kingman

of

in

age of sixty-nine
and patriotic citizen
was the distinction of having been a
Kansas,

He was

at

was on his father's farm in Missouri, where
he was thoroughly instructed in the
i

of raising live stock and also in the
tock lands, and thus
and practical experience gained by
our subject became of great value to him

he was signally favored
roundings, his parents

1

in

home

his

s

1

sur-

of in-

and sterling character and instilling into the home atmosphere a spirit of
honest and of upright dealing, while they
gave an example of exemplary living. Hard
work, and that of consecuth
ably assisted in the development of the fine
physical vigor which Mr. Settle counts
among his most valual
nd which

the

has doubtless materia!!}
success in

Kingman

county.

dren

we

Alonzo
and is

enter

C. Settle

a

1

immediate
les

Everett

d,

if

<

her chilfollow

as

Emmeline

farmer;

-

Missouri,

in

is

Jesse Dine, who is likewise a
Missouri; Tinsubject of this sketch: Charles
in

Kingman

(

I

1

Kansas;

county.

of

I

Kansas: and William
farmer of King

all

tenderly re-

f

of

resident

friend.

resides

still

successful

a

the wife

is

devoted wife and mother

a

who

B.,

community
Theodore

Kansas, she wa

hei

and a kind and helpful

children

early rearing of

>tency in

eight years of age, and she

membered for
ing known as

a loyal

soldier in the

contributed to his

life,-

connection with the practical affairs of life
is that which is the offspring of a sound
mind in a sound
Mr. Settle's mother, whose maiden name
was Martha Smith, was a woman wl
character had much to do with shaping the
character of her children during the
tive period, and they ever recall with gratitude and true filial appreciation her earnest
\t
and self-abnegating care ami solicitude.
the time of her death, which occurred in

that blows."

The

His education.'

in his later career.

Mexican war. while
in all the relations of life he was known as
a man who stood "four square to every wind
valiant

His father

of general agriculture.

telligence

11

One

tegrity

1623

limited in SO
ressive agricult-

1\;

HISTORY

keeps

large herds of cattle, and
urists of central

1.

extensive

;

pi

He has tw

owner.
land' under

1

Kingman

I",

.allied

is

a

county.

successful

mem'

which he makes his home, and
have honored the name which they bear.
in
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Theodore C.

KanEureka

Settle first located in

sas in 1886, taking

up

his

abode

in

township. Kingman county, at a point
twelve miles west of the city of Kingman,
and there he was engaged in the raising of
He then relive stock for several years.

county and later to Grant
county, his residence in the two covering a
period of three years, and his idea being to

moved

tn Stevens

determine upon the most favorable location
for the establishment of the extensive sfo ck
farm which he proposed to operate. This
he finally found in section 25, Kingman
county, where he now owns six hundred and
eighty acres of fine land, which is admirably
adapted for his important line of enterprise,
the tract being well watered and eligibly loAlthough
cated as to shipping facilities.
the farm is principally devoted to the raising
of a high grade of live stock it is also very
Mr. Settle
productive of wheat and corn.
has improved the estate in every way. having erected a most comfortable and attractive residence and commodious barns, together with other requisite outbuildings for
the accommodation of stock and produce,
while the place is well fenced, has an excellent orchard, particular attention being given
to the raising of fruit, while the attractions

of the

home

are enhanced by a fine grove

arrangements
for the care, propagation and feeding of
stock are upon a large scale and represent
the latest and most approved methods in the
business.
He feeds an average of about
three hundred head of fine-grade cattle and

of shade trees.

Mr.

Settle's

at the time of this writing

engage also

in

preparing to
the raising of hogs upon an
is

extensive scale.
In his political adherency Mr. Settle is
stanchly arrayed in support of the Republican party and the principles and policies
for

which

nally he

it

stands sponsor, while frater-

Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. He has a very
pleasing manner, his welcome smile and outstretched hand being only typical of the
kind and hospitable feeling by which he is
animated.
He is held in high esteem in
Kingman county and it is generally concedis

identified with the

ed that his
in

is

one of the best stock farms

this locality,

while his well directed ef-

have contributed in no small degree
the advancement of the stock industry in

forts
to

this section.

At the age of twenty-two years Mr. Setwas united in marriage to Miss Anna
Schlup, a lady of most excellent traits of
character, and she has proven herself a most
tle

She was born in
Ohio but was reared in Missouri, to which
state her parents removed when she was a
child.
Her father, Christian Schlup, was
born in Germany, whence he emigrated to
America in early life, becoming a successful farmer.
He showed his loyalty to his

devoted wife and mother.

adopted country by rendering efficient service as a Union soldier during the war of the
Rebellion.
He eventually became a resident
of Kingman county, Kansas, and here he
died in 1887, at the age of fifty-seven years.

His widow, whose maiden name was Mary
Schlup, was likewise born in Germany,
whence she came to the United States in
early life, and she is now the wife of Henry
L. Irwin, and they reside near Cunningham,
this county.
To Mr. and Mrs. Settle were
born five children and all are living except
Ada. who died in infancy, the others being

named in order of birth
Esty, Veta and Mattie.

here

ALBERT

C.

:

Henry

Lee,

JOHNSON.

During the years which mark the period
of Dr. Johnson's professional career he has
met with gratifying success, and during his
residence in this city he has won the good
will and patronage of many of the leading
citizens

and families of the

place.

He

is

a

great student and endeavors to keep abreast
of the times in everything relating to disProgressive in
coveries in medical science.
his ideas and favoring modern methods as
a whole, he does not dispense with many of
the true and tried systems which have stood
the test of years.
A native of the state of Missouri, his

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
birth occurred in Chariton county in

1865,

and he is a son of M. A. and Martha R.
(Brooks) Johnson, early settlers of that
county and the parents of six children. The
father was a son of A. C. Johnson, one of
hariton county, and a
lie was married in
native of Kentucky,
Breckinridge county, Kentucky. December
iS.
Miss
Eliza Clarkson and ten
[834, to
years later they moved r< Keytesville, Missouri, where for six years he worked at his
trade a- a saddler and harness-maker.
In
1851 he entered the land n which
the remainder of his life, his death occurring
at the advanced age of eighty-seven years.
His wife, known as "Aunt Eliza," passed
away at the age of eighty-four years and
both were respected by all who knew them.
The father of our subject served as
federate soldier during the war of the Reddie maternal grandfather of our
bellion,
subjecl was a Union soldier during that
memorable struggle. Albert C. Johnson, of
>

1

indebted to the public school
system of Chariton county. Missouri, for the
educational privileges which he enjoyed in
his youth, and later he entered the Columbia
College of that state, where he enjoyed suDesiring to enter upon
perior advantages.

Jaco was born

1625

Tennessee,

in

(

die public sch

man
lu-

went

n

ihariti

t

'ii

Later

state.

1

1

young

1

taugl

county, Missi

n

up land there and became one of the leading
essful farmers of th
is still living on the farm which he originally
entered and has reached the advanced age

He:

of three-fourths of a century.

Confederacy serving
throughout the war. Unto this union have
n three children,—Lola, Jessie and
In his social relations Dr. JohnAlbert C.
son is a member of the Masonic an

men
ical

the

in

i

fratei

the Soutln

I

Religiously

Society.

'

he

erian
'umherland
'r<
Doctor and his
esteemed in this community,
and their well wishers are

ship

with

the

(

•

I

[Tie

,

1<

JAMES

D.

ROBBINS.

tin- review, is

the practice of medicine as a life oci
he then began the study of medicine under

preceptorship of his uncle. Dr. E.
Brooks, one of the pioneer physicians of
Missouri, and later studied under Dr. J. R.
Gaines, a well known physician of Chariton
county.
In 1893 our subject entered a college in Keokuk. Iowa, in which he was
graduated with honor after a three years'
course. Since 1886 he has spent most of his
time in Kingman county. During hi- residence in Kingman county he has built up
an enviable reputation for skill in his chosen
line of endeavor, and he now- takes rank
the

among

the

leading

practitioners

of

the

county.
In' 1888 Dr. Johnson was united in marriage to Xettie Jaco, a native of Chariton
county, Missouri, and a daughter of O. R.
and Nancy (Rogers) Jaco. also of that
O. R.
county, but natives of Tennessee.

Pioneer experiences on the plains ,,f the
James II. Robbins, who

west are familiar to
located

in

central

Kansas when

largely an unclaimed locality,

this

when

was

the land

was wild and unimproved, when the home?
of the settlers were little dugouts
houses and when the work of prog
The
civilization had scarcely been begun.
introduction of the railroad, the telegraph,
the telephone was a work of the future, as
was the establishment of industrial and com-

With the work of remercial concerns.
claiming the wild land for purposes of civilization Mr. Robbins has been actively identified for many years, and to-day he owns a
valuable farm of fine bottom land, comprising six hundred and forty acres on sections
i_> and
13. township 16, range 7. in Ellsworth county. A native of Virginia, he was
born in Berkeley county. <>n the 25th if July.
1847. and his parents. Levi am
Myers) Robbins. were also natives of the
•

1

Old Dominion. The father was a planter
and slave owner, and on leaving Virginia
removed his family and their household effects by team to Platte county.
1
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where he became extensively engaged in agricultural pursuits and in stock-raising. He
owned a farm of four hundred acres and
thereon he spent the remainder of his days,
passing away in 1866.
He had fourteen
children, of whom the following are living,
namely Conrad, a farmer of Ottawa county,
:

who

engaged in agricultural pursuits near Topeka. Kansas; Peter, a farmer and stock-raiser of the same
Kansas; Aaron,

is

locality: Annie, the wife of J. B. Smart.
of Armourdale. Kansas; Sarah E., the
wife of John Harrison, of Johnson county,
this state; Catherine, who is the widow of
John Cook, and a resident of Abilene, Kansas; Job, George and John, who are residents of Platte county, Missouri.
James H. Robbins spent his youth at
home until eighteen years of age, being
reared upon his father's farm, while in the

schools, which he attended during
the winter terms, he acquired the education
district

which fitted him for life's practical duties
and the transaction of business.
When
about fourteen years old he engaged as a
driver with Kitchner Brothers, freighters on
the old Santa Fe trail, going westward from
Leavenworth. Mr. Robbins drove six yoke
of cattle in an ox train from Leavenworth
to Fort

Wire"

Lyons, as far west as the "Picket
Colorado.
This was late in the

in

and was a very severe trip, as the snow
lay deep upon the ground much of the way.
It was a hard beginning for a boy who was
scarcely tall enough to yoke up his team.
However, he performed his duty very satisfactorily and received a man's wages, sixty
dollars per month. In 1867 he went by team
to central Texas, visiting Dallas. Waco and
Sherman. He spent one year in the Lone
Star state and then returned to Johnson
county, Kansas, where he engaged in farm
fall

work for his brother-in-law, John Harrison,
for two years. He then again went to Texas
and was engaged in business in Dallas
for a year, after which he removed to Jacksboro, that state, and joined the Texas Rangers, as a member erf the Seventh Company.
For fifteen months he was engaged in frontier
service.
His experiences have been

varied and connected with all the different
of life upon the plains of the west.
In 1873 Mr. Robbins took up his abode
in Topeka. where with his brother he was
engaged in farming for two or three years.
In September, 1877, he came to Ellsworth

modes

county and engaged

in herding on the range
two years. With the money which he
saved from his earnings he purchased a
small herd of eighteen head of two-year-old
cattle and started in the cattle business on
his own account. About the same time he
purchased his present homestead of eighty
acres, for which he paid Aaron Adams three
hundred dollars. It was a claim which Mr.
Robbins pre-empted, and at the same time he
homesteaded another claim of one hundred
and sixty acres, comprising the southeast
quarter of section 12, in one of the townships, for which he paid four hundred dollars.
The only improvement upon the place

for

From this point
of operation he engaged in the raising of
grain and stock, and as the years have
passed he has prospered in his undertakings.

consisted of a sod shanty.

is manifest by his additional purchases
of land.
He first added a tract of eighty
acres and in 1890 bought three hundred and
twenty acres more. He now has in one

as

body an entire quarter section and about
two hundred acres within the river bottom,
constituting a farm admirably adapted to
He keeps from
stock and grain purposes.
one hundred to one hundred and fifty head
of cattle and feeds all of the corn which he
raises.
His farm is one of the best improved
His elegant home, the
in the river bottom.
mi >st attractive feature of the landscape, was
erected in 1S98. and he has a good class of
buildings upon his place, together with a fine
orchard and other accessories which indicate his progressive and enterprising spirit.
His barn is commodious and well arranged,
its dimensions being forty-four by thirtytwo feet. In connection with his other business affairs Mr. Robbins has served as director of the Citizens' State

Bank of

Ells-

worth.

On

the 7th of July. 1 881. occurred the
marriage of Mr. Robbins and Miss Eva
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.

Gilkison,

a

daughter

She was born

of

A'bner

William Conley married Eliza J. Ryan, of
most
a
Virginia,
estimable,
Christian
woman, who accompanied her husband and
familj !> Kansas, where -he died in [888,
at the age of fifty-eight years.
Both Mr.
Conley and his wife belonged to thehristian church.
Mr. Conley i- connei
litically with the Democratic party.
The six children born to William Ionley and wife were as follows:
A.
who

Gilkison.

and came to Kansas
with her parents.
Before her marriage -lie
was a well known and successful teacher.
She presides with gracious hospitality over
her pleasanl home and like her husband has
in

(

>hio

I

many

In his political
friends in the county.
views our subject is a Democrat on national
issue-, hut votes independently at local elections, supporting such men and measures as
in In- estimation will best promote the public welfare.
He has twice received the

Democratic nomination for county treasHis wife is now treasurer of school
No. 1 and is deeply interested in educational affairs.
Fraternally Mr. Robbins
is a Knight Templar Mason, and is a successful self-made man who has realized that
man's heritage is work, and in close application to business and through keen discernment he has acquired prosperity, being today me of the substantial citizens of his
adopted county.

1

resides in

MtLean

who

a

is

Illinois:

ty,

Mrs.

Reno
I

subject of this sketch.

George E. Conley was six years old
the family moved from Virginia to

when

Darke county, Ohio, and
county. Illinois, and it was

COXLEY.

lent preparation he engaged in the profession of teaching, following the same for fifteen terms in that state, with unqualified

While at the normal
formed the acquaintance of the

of Kansas has had a valuable factor in its
educational and agricultural life, for a period
of twenty-four years.
As trustee of Belmont township he enjoys the esteem and

success.

West

in

war he returned

to his

own

locality,

resident

of

Svlvia.

at
is

A.,

who

but

now

ler

who
is

resides at

also at

home.

home: and Mabel D.,
These children under

the fostering care of their educated parents
'en thoroughly equipped for the
struggle of life and are highly respected

which

meml>ers of society.
When Mr. Conley came to Kansas it was
have a wider field of operation and ever
since he has resided here, he has taken that
intelligent interest in public matters which

to

a

Reno county, Kansas.

I

county, Illinois.
To this marriage were
born three children, namely: Edward, who
is a resident of Fort Scott. Kansas: Charles

Virginia, a scion of a family

remained there only until 1878.
He
time he moved to Kansas.

intelligent

the
estimable daughter of Levi and Dorothea
(Trubo) Hess, the former of whom is dead,
and the latter is residing in Kansas. They
were among the early settlers of LaSalle

which has always been noted for good citizenship.
His parents were William and
Eliza J. (Ryan) Conley, the former of
whom was also born in Virginia, where he
grew to manhood. During the progress of
the Civil war William Conley testified to his
loyalty to the Union by becoming a soldier
in the Federal army, and after the close of
the

he

school,

young lady who later became hi- w ife.
name was Florence Fle-s. and -he was

confidence of his fellow citizens, and is
known to be one of the most progressive

1851, in

McLean

educational advantages were superior to
those enjoyed by many youths, as he was
enabled to pursue his course in the normal
school of McLean county. With this excel-

In George E. Conley, who is a prominent citizen of Kingman county, the state

and public spirited of its residents.
The birth of George E. Conley was

later to

in the latter place
that he obtained his primary education. His

i

E.

who is a fanner of McLean counDavid, who died in Nebraska:
Catherine Johnson, who resides in
county, Kansas; and George F.. the

Douglass,

urer.

district

GEORGE

..

county, Illinois: William,
Indian Territory;

resident of

j
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marks

good

the

citizen.

Upon

his first lo-

Kingman

county, he purchased a
farm in Belmont township, but in 1888 heScott
moved to Fort
and engaged there in
business until 1900. when lie again re-

cation in

turned to this township and resumed farmMe has been very successful in his agricultural operations and has develi
natural
his estate
prising degree.
Mr. Conley is much more.
farmer, for he
however, than
possesses the esteem and confidence of his
community in such high degree, that he has
not only been made township trustee, but
other positions of trust await his acceptance.
His conscientious discharge

ing.

I

.

-

makes him
ity,

him

a safe repositorj

of re

while his intelligence and education
for

any walk

church: .Mrs.

fit

Conley is a
United Brethren
Conley adheres to the faith of

member

in life.

of

.Mr.

the

.
Church of
d, while Mi—
connected with the .Methodist church, all of
them being valued and esteemed in the highest degree.
Their pleasant home is one of
hospitality and their friends are numbered

the

<

.<

by mar,\

DANIEL SICKMAN.

way of property except the ox team
with which he had come out from Pennsylvania and the ax and the gun which no
pioneer could have done without.
He settled 0:1 one hundred and sixty acres of timber land, on which he was obliged to chop
out a little space on which to erect a log
cabin.
Gradually he cleared his farm and
put it under cultivation and in time erected

in the

better buildings

upon

He

it.

sold the place

1S4S ami removed to Medina county,
Ohio, where he bought three quarters of a
section of improved land, on which he built
a new house and barn and remained ten
years, farming extensively and dealing in
His enterprise was amply rewarded
stock.
and he accumulated much property and hecame known as one of the big farmers of
in

He bought three sections
of land in Indiana and a quarter section
Medina county.
\:v?.v

A man

Hillsdale, Michigan.

his attention strictly to hi-

never sought public
ential

office,

own

yet

who gave
affairs,

was an

active and prominent

citizen,

good works,

lie

was

a

member

he

influin

all

of the Lu-

theran church and while a citizen of Wayne
county, Ohio, donated several acres of land
to that denomination on which to erect a
church and establish a cemetery. Politically
he was a Whig and Republican.
At his
death, which
ccurred about i860, at about
the age of sixty years, he was reputed to
have been worth about fifty thousand dollars, which was a good fortune for any man
He
to make in the country at that time.
was married in Pennsylvania, to Hannah
Crits, who was born in that state in 1803,
and died May 28. 1872, at the age of sixty1

Prominent among the business men of
Hutchinson, Reno county. Kansas, is Daniel
Sickman, poultry buyer and shipper, whose
place of business is at 1109 South Main
street, and whose residence is at 547 avenue
B. east.

Daniel Sickman was born in Medina
county. Ohio. February 11. 1842. a son of
Philip Sickman. who was born in Bucks
county, Pennsylvania, about the year 1S00,
Philip Sickman, who
of German ancestry.

was a farmer and stock dealer, removed to
Ohio in 1809. shortly after his marriage.
His mother's ancestors and his wife's ancestors were some of them patriots who
fought for the Revolutionary cause, and
others of them did gallant service for their

When
country in the war of 1812-14.
Philip Sickman arrived in Ohio he had little

nine years.
Daniel Sickman is the ninth in order of
birth of the ten children of Philip and Hannah Crits Sickman, only three of whom
l

)

—

Celina. who is the
are living at this time
wife of George Styre, a farmer at Ottumwa. Iowa: Daniel, and Hannah, who lives
The name- of those who are
in Michigan.

dead are Peter, John, Margaret. Henry,
The subject of this
Jonas and Bernhart.
sketch was about six years old when his
father moved from Wayne count}-, Ohio,

\PHICAL HISTORY
to

Medina
;'

Medina county,

lit-

common

assisted his

lather in farming, in handling his stock and
in ilic

\<>rk. and passed much of his youth
saddle and helped his father to operoil mill which the latter

ate a large linseed

established on his farm and at th
sixteen

the engine of that

i

which he ran about three
begun t<> see the advisability of obtaining a good education and lie
had paid his tuition at Heidelberg College
at Tiffin, Ohio, and was about t" bi
establishment,
lie

student

at

his

that

year,

hail

that

institution

mind and
in

in

enlisted

Company

K.

[81

August n.
Fort

entered the sen-ice under command of Colonel afterward General James A. Garfield.
participated

in

i

alter

si\

:<:nent

in

which that regiment t.» ,k part while it was
Later the
led by Colonel Garfield.
zation was sent back to Cincinnati ami
thence it was sent to Memphis, Tennessee,
where, under General Sherman, it participated in the attack on Chickasaw Bayou and
later in the capture of Arkansas Post. From
there it went to Milliken's Bend and helped
to dig the great canal which, with a great

purpose in view v.
change the course of the Mississippi, \fter
that work was lini>hed the regiment passed
the Confederate batteries at Vicksburg and
took part in the campaign in the rear of that
town. Mr. Sickman took part in the battle
Port Gibson, the battle of Champion Hill
and the fight at Big Black and in the siege
and capture of Vicksburg.
After that he
particinated in the capture of Jackson. Misat

imprisonment there his
Rejoining his
regiment he went across the gulf to Mobile
anil thence up the Tombigbee river, where
he participated in the capture of Dick Taylor and in the assault on Spanish Fort.
In
the last engagement mentioned he was
wounded in the shoulder bj a piece of she]!.
He fought afterward at Blakel)
\\ histler Station,
which was the
gagement in which he participated.
te was
discharged at Mobile and mustered out of
I

Columbus,
After the war Mr. Sickman conducted
a restaurant at VVadsworth, Ohio, for a time
and later became a .stationary
From Wadsworth he removed to Marshall
county, Indiana, where he buill a sawmill,
which he operated for a considerable period.
Then returning' to Ohio, he located on the
old family homestead in Medina county, to
the ownership of which he succeeded by
buying the claims of all other heirs and on
which he carried mi an extensive bu
a farmer and stockman until [884.
In the
year last mentioned he removed to Reno
county, Kansas, and boughl
tion of land in Reno township.
Later he
light
ther land and has owned altogether
a section and three-quarters in Reno and

whence his regiment was sent to
Orleans to participate in the Red River
At Apcampaign under General Banks.
paloosa Mr. Sickman was taken prisoner and
was kept in the Confederate prison pen of
Alexandria. Louisiana, where with other
prisoners he suffered terribly for lack of
food and clothing; and because of the unsani-

1

l

ton counties, hut has sold

a liv-

He

Barton county.

shrewd dealer

in real estate, having-

bought

farms while engaged in other business and having always sold at a profit.
He
largely in city property also and
-

at one time his holdings were so extensive
that he paid a yearly tax of three hundred

selling- real

tary condition of the prison sjenerally.
His
physical sufferings told on him to such an

all his land exin Henry township,
has proven himself a

cept a quarter section

and

more than

<

1

New

little

know him.

the service at

sissippi,

extent that he became

months'

friends did not

i

Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which

lie

when he

ing skeleton and

coin

as he obtained he acquired in the

fifty dollars,

buying and
Hutchinson ever since
residence there and is the
lie has been

estate in

he took up his

owner of much valuable property

in differ-

ent parts of the town.
In 1886 Mr. Sickman engaged in the
furniture trade, in which he continued suc-

cessfully for a year.

Then

for several years

he bought and sold stock and operated a
meat market. Later still for live years, under the name of the Sickman Coal Company,
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he dealt extensively

in coal until he turned
the business over to his son. Jesse A. Sick-

breeding of Galloway and Berkshire swine,
and has done much to improve the grade of

man, who still conducts it. Three year- ago
he engaged in the poultry business, of which
he has made a notable success.
His large
building on the bank of the Arkansas river
at 1109 South Main street is oneof theJandmarks of Hutchinson, and is fitted up with

stock in this locality.

every facility for the transaction of a large
business in his line.
His business is so extensive that he employs from ten to twelve
hands in dressing and shipping poultry,
buys at times poultry to the amount of three

hundred and fifty dollars per day and makes
an average net profit of one hundred dollars
a

month

the year round, his profits in the

busy seasr.n running from one hundred and
twenty-five dollars a month to two hundred
dollars a month.
He has a good local trade
and beyond that his sales are made entirely
Mexico,
in the west, in California, New
Ariz. na. Washington, Utah, Colorado and
Idaho. Mr. Sickman is a Republican and is
prominent and influential in the work of
not in the accepted sense
of the term a politician.
He is a member
of Joe Hooker Post, Grand Army of the Republic.
Mrs. Sickman is a member of the
Methodist Episcopal church and is a member and was for four years president of the
local branch of the Woman's Relief Corp- of
the Grand' Army of the Republic. Mrs. Sickman was Miss Artemisia Culver, a native
of Ontario, Canada, and a daughter of
Austin and Mary Overholt) Culver. Her
parents were both natives of Ohio, and her
Mr. and
father was of Connecticut stock.
his party, but

is

<

Mrs.

Sickman were married

in

Medina

county. Ohio, in 1865, and have one son,
Jesse Austin, born in Ohio. May 9, 1867,
who succeeded his father in the coal business
at Hutchinson, as has been stated.

A

Wayne

native of

county, Indiana, he

was born near Dublin, September 19, 1859,
and is a son of Nathan Brothers, whose
birth occurred in North Carolina.
The
name is of English origin and the family
was founded in America in the Caroprior

linas

the

to

Revolutionary

war.

was married in Guilcounty, North Carolina, to Miss Abi-

Nathan
ford

Brothers

gail Moore, also a native of that county, and
a daughter of Samuel Moore, deceased', who

made

his

home

'

in

the

same

state.

Un-

Mr. and Mrs. Brothers were born three
children.
On migrating from North Carolina they made their way with teams across
the mountains to Wayne county, Indiana.
A few years later, however, they took up
their abode in Henry county, that state, and
for some time afterward resided in that locality, their home being in the vicinity of
to

The father has deLewisville, Indiana.
voted his entire life to agricultural pursuits,
but now at the age of seventy nine is living
in quiet retirement from labor.
In antebellum days he was a stanch Abolitionist
and frequently aided slaves to escape, his
home being stationed on the under-ground
railroad.
Both he and his wife are identified with the Society of Friends or Quakers.
The lady is now eighty-five years of age.
Mrs. Mary A. Hall,
Their children are:
Mrs. Sarah Bundy, Mrs. Rebecca Thomp-

and Mrs. Melissa Ballard, all of Rice
county, Kansas Joel, who was a well known
and honored citizen of Rice county, where
he died at the age of thirty-eight years, leaving a widow and three children, of whom
two still survive, Clem and Ora Ira S., of
son,

;

—

this

review

;

:

and one child who died

in early

life.

was reared upon the old
Henry county, Indiana, and

Ira S. Brothers

IRA

S.

BROTHERS.

home farm

in

and meadow developed an
He acquired a good
education in Indiana and in the public
schools and has also largely supplemented
his knowledge by experience and observation
his labors in field

Ira

S.

Brothers

is

proprietor

Shade Land Stock Farm, one of

of
the

the

most

desirable farm properties in this portion of

Kansas.

He

is

extensively engaged in the

excellent constitution.

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.
the business world.
At the age of twenty-four years he married Miss Ella Lamb,
in

equipped

who was reared and educated in Lafayette.
Tippecanoe county, Indiana, and was a
daughter of Phineas and Minerva (Sayre)
Lamb. Her father was born in North Carolina and died in Douglas County, Kansas, at
the age of fifty-three years, while his wife
was a native of Ohio and passed away at
tl

e

was

Mr-. Brothers
rest in Rice county,
at the age (if thirty

age of sixty-two year-.
called to her final

Kansas,

in

nine years.

June.

1891).

She was

a

prominent member

of the Methodist Episcopal church and a
iad) of many excellent traits of character.
Five children were left to mourn her loss,

163

ml

breeder.

in

every part.

management and
Brothers

is

I

H-

serving a- p

ranch

i-

well

I'

care of

farm

the

Mr.

>sti

man.

O.

WILKINS.

S.

O. S. Wilkin-, a banker and
»r many year- be
Frederic, has
inenitl) connected with tin- bu
of Kansas, and his name i- an hon< red one
1

f<

1

in

commercial and social
in Bedford county.

l>orn

He was

circles.

Pennsylvania,

in

His father. Fphraim W'ilkins. was
1854.
native of the Key-tone state, where he

namely: John M.. Lloyd X.. Lucy A.. Pearl
and Irving S.
On the 12th of August,
1900. Mr. Brothers was again married. Mrs.
Eldora Newby becoming his wife. She was
the widow of L. B. Xewhy. and is a lady
of intelligence and good family, l>orn. reared
Her
and educated in Westfield, Indiana.
parents were Nathan D. and Mary Wheeler
Coffin, the former a native of Guilford
countv. Xorth Carolina, and the latter of InMrs. Coffin died in 1892. By her
diana.
first marriage Mrs. Brothers had two children. Orlando Carlos and Floyd, the latter

a

now

spent his early life on a farm in Bedford
county, Pennsylvania, ami there learned the
At the age of
trade.
cabinet-maker's
twenty-one years, in Bedford County, he
was united in marriage with Barlxira Jane
Straight, a member of a prominent and in-

(

)

deceased.

Mr. Brothers resided in Indiana until
1884. which year witnessed his arrival in
Rice county. Kansas. He located in Atlanta
township, where he purchased three hundred
and twenty acres of land and engaged in
farming and stock-raising, meeting with

He has continually
success in his efforts.
added to his property as kis financial resources increased until he now owns eight
hundred and twenty

acres.

The home farm

with all modern
nice resiconveniences and accessories.
dence stands upon a natural building site,

—Shade Land— is "supplied

A

being built in a pleasing style of architecture
and is tastefully and comfortably furnished.

Large barns, good sheds and feed lots have
been arranged for the stock, and the water
His
is supplied by the force of a windmill.
stock consists principally of Galloway cattle
and Berkshire swine, of which he has been

grew to manhood and became a farmer and
He was there married to
cabinet-maker.
Polly Price, a native of Pennsylvania. The
father has reached the age of seventy-four
years and the mother is also seventy-four
vears of age, and both are members of the
Chjristian church.

came the parents of

This worthy couple beten children,

sewn

sons

and three daughters, namely: Oliver S..
Scott, William. Margaret. Simon. Anna,
George. Jane. David and Marion.
O. S. W'ilkins. the subject of

fluential family

Hannah

and

Straight.

a

daughter of John and
of our

The marriage

and wife has been
children, but one daughter
subjeel

this review,

blesse'i

with ten

new

deceased.
The living are: Albert. Lydia. the wife of
B. L. Turner, of Victoria township, ami Si-

mon.

Garfield,

is

Gertrude. Jo'

and Virtus.
After his marriage, in 1880, Mr. W'ilkins removed to Van Buren county. Iowa,
locating in Pittsburg, where he con
iver

S.

store until 1888. the year of his
Since that
time he has l>een prominent';,- connected
with the banking circles in this community.

general

arrival in Rice county, Kansas.

I
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H

man

per*

r

known

of

business ability
financial

much

and

reliability

I

Rice county

1

1

give the o mmercial interlias caused
developmenil of
to

1

ji<l

bank

bui

beautiful structj -f<

air

by sixt)

feet

and
two

Mr. Wilkins

is

feet.

unking business
also prominenit in ti
general

In

1

prieti

•

1

stores in Frederic.
II
twenty-five by forty feet .and in
he carrie- a large and well selected
lis

e

I

In

the

an party,

and

is

it

when

the)
removed to Ellsworth
unty, Kansas. Here father Janssen bought
land in Green Garden township and still re-

ci

n

also

political

bis rigbl

afl

franchise

1"
i

men and measures
lie

1-

a

identified

1

>f

tl

>dd

\\

ith

rth

I

Mattie.

:

finan-

ami otherwise, with its mos<t prominent interests, have closely identified hlim
with its success, and he is regard(
of the best and most useful citizens.
cial!)

-

Mr.

Jansseni,

the business citizens of Lorraine.

Ellsworth county. Kansas, is Hie Janssen,
who. with his brother. Herman Janssen,
form the well known firm of Janssen Brothconduct one of the largest general
mercantile establishments in the county.
Their stock comprises almost all kinds of
merchandise, well selected and disposed of
-

lar prices.

The

ife

M.

of

of this sketch,

birth
of Mr. Janssen was on
October jo, 1876. and is a son of Herman and Sadie (Vosberg) Janssen, who
They did not
were natives of Germany.
\merica until 1859. and first lofrom
cated in Freeport. lllim is. moving

was

when he accompanied

J.

farm assisting his father,

;l

lad

his pa-

remained
until he

was seventeen years of age, attending' the
schc* '- of In- neighborhood during the winlien he was sent to Beatrice
and there entered the high school. Spend!

ing a year in study in that excellent institution and going from there to the Cenat Great Bend, Kanorder to prepare for a commercial
One year later he went to the Wes-

tral

Normal School,

sas,

m

leyan Reserve College,

1

\\

1

rents to Ellsworth county, and he

career.

HIE JANSSEN.
E

the

Huntling, a men ianl
Beatrice, Nebraska; Keka. the wife of W. J. Spilitgr, a farmer of Ellsworth county; and Dena, at

of ten years

tl

11.

Llls-

o unty: Harry,

also a farmer of Ellslerman. a member of the
unt)
firm of Janssen Brothers; Louis, a farmer of
this county; Hjie, the subject of this sketch;
Katie, the wife of John Ontjes, a farmer of
\\<

e

Felllows.

i

one of

the twelve children horn to them, th
ing as follows:
John, a farmer of

prominent Ma-

Since
to Kansas Mr. Wilkin.- has had unlimited faith in its future and ha- in every
way fostered and encouraged its advancement His intimate relations with its leadl

there, being

u

successful fanners in that part of the county.
Mr. and Mrs. Janssen reared nine of

lint)

and constantly grow-

his

Mr. Wilkins exercises

son,

ughit

reliable business methi

secured
ing patronage.
1:

1

1886,

;

furniture

1

county, where they
land and engaged in reirmiing until

su-

-

interests

in

Salina, and' there

took both a literary and commercial course,
graduating in both, in the class of 1897.
With all this preparation Mr. Janssen

was a very desirable acquisition to any
business and soon after his return he entered the employ of B. M. Pauls as hookkeeper of the Lehigh Company, of Lehigh,
Kansas, and remained with him through one
season.
On August 21, 1897, the present
partnership was formed with his brother,
the business being in the general mercanincluding dry-goods, groceries,
tile
line,
hardware, jewelry, boots, shoes, crockery-,
hat-, cap-, harness, farm implements and
vehicles of ad kinds and they also handle a
line line of the standard farm machinery.
such as the J. I. Case plows. This business
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c< nducted
bj S. M. Frantz,
purchase bj the Janssen Bn tilhas grown to very Large proportions.

merly

but since
ers,

its

The hon

as well as

have
and the
is
one of the town's largest and
mportant interests.
In politics our subject is independent,
the man rather than the party.
upholding law and order and supporting
cheerfully all measures
r the benefit of the
community. In religious matters Mr. Janssen has long been ne of the active and leading members of the German Baptist church,
to which he is a libera] contributor.
ellence of

die

red,

ublic,

;•

f<

1

3&>
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ie other member of
Janssen Brothers, was reared on
the farm and until he entered the present
d in farming for himI

.1

1

'

!!'

self.

M

Emma

lighter of

William and

Caroline

gen, and to this union were horn
Irvin.

dren,

died

sen

"ii

The

linn

and

fitly

ive

Elmer and
.March

cess

sum ending countn

circle

1

if

tii

1

personal

Hi£

-JOSr>

.

Both

are highly esteemed and their suc-

a matter

is

I

and progressp lb
represents the business circles

is

:

members

28,

1

.Mrs. Jans-

Leslie.

friends.

m

ti

1

a

n

id*;
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