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KANSAS AND KANSANS
Archie Markland Baird. One of the additions to
the manufacturing interests of Topeka, Archie Markland Baird has for many years been known in railroad
circles of the state, and has been connected with
numerous movements national in tlieir character. His
present business is the manufacture of pneumatic
labor-saving devices. His knowledge of the business,
his wide connections, and his executive capacity have
brought his enterprise to a foremost and commanding
position.

Mr. Baird was born at Kihnarnoek, near Glasgow,
Scotland, in 1857, and is a son of William and Janet
(Markland) Baird, and a grandson of Archibald
Baird, also a native of that place. Archibald Baird
had a family of twelve sons and one daughter, all of
whom grew to maturity, and it is a remarkable fact
that all of these sons learned the blacksmith trade
from their father, and some of them later came to the
United States and became olEcials in the mechanical
The children of
departments of several railroads.
Archibald Baird were: Andrew I., David, John, William, Thomas, Hugh, James, Elisha, Robert, Adam,
Joseph and Andrew II, and one daughter, Jean. Of
these, Andrew I died in young manhood; David came
to America in 1857, took employment with the New
York & New Haven Railroad at Hartford, Connecticut, and was foreman of the blacksmith shops for
forty-five years; John was employed by the same
railroad company; Thomas remained in Scotland and
became a prominent manufacturer of cotton spindles;
and Andrew II became general foreman of the Illinois
Central Railroad shops and served that company for
forty-five years.

William Baird, the father of Archie M. Baird, was
born in 1810, and when a young man married Janet
Markland, of Stewarton, near Kilmarnock, Scotland.
They had five children born to them
Janey, Belle,
Sarah, Jessie and Archie, of whom the two latter
Jessie
now
survive,
being the wife of James Thompson, who was for thirty years master mechanic of the
&
Northwestern
Railroad.
Chicago
Archie Baird was eight years old when brought to
the United States, the family settling at Chicago,
Illinois, where the youth attended school until he was
fourteen.
He was more interested in mechanical
things than in learning facts from books, and his
:

recognizing this fact, apprenticed him to
become a patternmaker, but a little later the youth
decided to become a boilermaker and sheet iron worker
and followed that trade for about six years. He was
then offered a position at the Green Point Navy Yard,
but a little later was called to Vincennes, Indiana, by
the Ohio & Mississippi Railroad, and, although but
nineteen years old, accepted a big contract to reconstruct the boiler equipment of the road so as to be
suitable for a standard gauge road. This line, having
been reduced from a broad gauge of 60 inches to the
standard gauge of 56% inches, began operations under
father,

the

new

conditions

after

a period

of

six

months.

Mr. Baird states that on one Sabbath day 480 miles
of the road was changed in this way.
Immediately after the completion of this contract,
Mr. Baird was called to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, by the
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad to

take charge of the new and expensive boiler shops
of the company, and held this position for four years.
In 1882 Mr. Baird went to the Wabash Railroad to
take charge of the office of superintendent of the
boiler shops, and after holding this post for two years
was offered and accepted the position of assistant to

W. Williams, who had been made superintendent
of the Union Iron and Steel Mills, at Chicago. This
large plant was equipped for wire, plate, rails, merchant bars, and a full line of blast furnaces in which
ore was melted and never reheated until it came out
as railroad steel.
This is what is known as direct
There was also the very latest machinery
process.
which disposed of the hand hook process, all being
J.

handled by hydraulics and live rollers.
Mr. Baird
and his superior were two years in building this wonderful mill.
In 1886 Mr. Baird was called to the
shops of the Wisconsin Central & Northern Pacific,
at Waukesha, Wisconsin, where he held the position of
general foreman boilermaker for four years, and then,
in 1890, was called to Topeka by John Player, who
was superintendent of motive jiower of the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, and became general
foreman of the shop. This position he held during
a period of sixteen years. In 1906 he began to handle
pneumatic hydraulic static devices, and in 1909 was
sent by the company to Cotesville, Pennsylvania, to
superintend the building of the new patented firebox,
known as the Jacob Shupert box. He built 200 of
these appliances and spent three months in testing
and comparing them with the standard firebox. There
were a number of university professors who assisted
in the testing, and the box was finally accepted.
Returning to Topeka, Mr. Baird took the position of
safety boiler inspector of the whole Santa Fe system,
instructing the different shop foremen so that these
men would be able to fill the requirements of the new
Federal laws. He then returned to his old position as
general foreman boilermaker of the Santa Fe system,
with headquarters at Topeka, and a little later was
made assistant superintendent of the locomotive shops
at Topeka, a capacity in which he acted until 1915.
In that year he embarked in the manufacture of a
full line of pneumatic labor-saving devices, and the
business has grown to such an extent that its products now fill a fifty-page catalogue.
Mr. Baird was united in marriage, in 1877, with
Miss Mary J. Lyons, of Chicago, Illinois, a daughter
of Patrick Lyons of that city. Of the seven children
born to them, the following are living: Mamie, who
is the wife of I. S. Sheets, who is identified with th«
clerical department of the shops of the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, at Topeka; Sadie, who
is the wife of Fred J. Partridge, who is an an employe
of the state in the office of Hon. Tom Bodkin, secretary of state of Kansas; and Mildred, a stenographer
in the office of State Labor Commissioner McBride,
and living at home with her parents. Mamie is a
graduate of Saint Xavier College, Chicago; and Mildred and Sadie are graduates of Saint Mary's Academy, at Leavenworth, Kansas.
Mr. Baird has taken no active part in public affairs^
but like all good business men has accepted his share
of the responsibilities of citizenship and is always
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in tlie advaiioeineut of movements
general welfare, for the advaueenient
of education or for the betterment of civic conditions.
He is a thirty-second degree Mason and a Knight
Templar and Shriiier and has filled most of the chairs,
and is also a member of organizations of railroad men.
His family belongs to the Catholic Church, while
Mr. Baird favors Presbyterian doctrines.

eager

to

assist

making for

tlio

and took up a homestead and followed farming the
rest of his active career.
He died in Independence
1901.

in

George

Hill, father of the

young attorney

pcniience, has long been one of
esteeme<l citizens of Montgomery

head of a

fine

family.

He was

the

at Inde-

respected

County and

is

and
the

New York

born in

in 1854, and w!is reared partly in Louisiana,
came to Kansas when a young man. That was
in 1874, and his operations as a farmer and in various
business and public capacities have been largely
.State

but

Jeptha D. V.^wter. In the task of giving credit
made Kansas, it woulil be difEcult
who was more deserving of a place
among those makers and builders than tlie late
He had much
.Jeptha 1). Vawter of Shawnee County.
to the men who
to single out one

to do with the early history of that county, and what
he accom]>lished, the ideals he lived for, and the
influences that emanated from his life, are still vital

and quickening.
His was a long as well as a useful life. He was
born in Todd County, Kentucky, July 18, 1809. By
eJiaract<?r and early training he was moulded after
the manner of the pioneers, being courageous, industrious and o]>timistic.
About 1847 he moved to Tazewell County, Hlinois,
and from there in the spring of 1868 came to Kanestablishing a home on the southwest quarter
of section 33, which is in the southwest corner of
It was
Williamsjiort Townshi]i of Shawnee County.
in that immediate locality that the rest of his years
were spent. Mr. Vawter became an extensive dealer
in cattle, and in that cajiaeity his name was not
known alone in Shawnee County, but in other counties
and in other states. He prospered as a result of good
.iudgmcnt and foresight, and at one time owned many
hundre<is of acres of Kansas' best land.
He was twice married. His first wife, Sarah M.
Foster, bore him thirteen children, and the ten who
reached maturity are
.John
W.
Benjamin F.
sas,

:

;

;

Lucinda C, who married Walter Hinman;
Louisa E., who married ,Jesse McColm
Martha C,
who married .lohn Simpson: .lames E.;, Harriet E.,
who married Lewis Mead; Sabrina C, who married
Mahlon F. Stout; and Willi.im ,T. The mother of

Henry

C.

;

;

children died December 18, 1883.
For his
second wife Mr. Vawter married Louisa K. Miller,
whom
he
the
became
father
of
one son named
by
Qarence D.
For years Jeptha D. Vawter was a prominent and
forceful character of )iis community. While he toiled
and prospered he was not forgetful of the duties he
owed to his home, the locality in which he lived, his
these

state or his country.
He lived to see his children
established in homes of their own, happy and
respected, and this fact afforded him much contentment when the evening shadows of his life were
merging into the darkness of eternal e.arthly sleep.
He was a devout Christian, and politically his actions
were in accord with the republican party.
At the
time of his death on October 13, 1894, "jeptha D.
Vawter had rounded out a career of a little more than
eighty-five years.

centered around Independence, where he still resides,
owning an attractive residence at 903 West Myrtle
Street.
He owns land in Oklahoma, and has built up
a large business in real estate at Indejieudence.
As
a democrat he has participated in public life for many
During Cleveland 's administration he was
years.
postmaster of Independence, served five years as
deputy county treasurer of Montgomery County, and
has been ,a member of the school board and city council.
Religiously he is a member of the Episcopal
Church and fraternally is afiUiated with Lodge No. 1,
Woodmen of the World, and Independence Lodge No.
780, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
The maiden name of his wife was Anna O. Young,
who was born in New Jersey in 1850. They and all
their twelve children are still living.
A brief record
of the children, who have reflected credit upon their
Blanche is the wife of R. R.
parents, is as follows
Wharton, who has charge of the packing department
of the Coffeyville Mercantile Company at Coffeyville;
Sylvia is the wife of R. O. Bolman, president and
jirincipal owner of the Coffeyville Mercantile Compan}', a large wholesale grocery hou.se; H. N. is a
freight conductor for the Santa Fe, with headquarters
at Clovis, New Mexico; Nina is the wife of ,T. D.
Sturgis, an agent of the Santa Fe at Longton, K.insas;
Charles T. is a traveling salesman for the Coffeyville
Mercantile Company and resides at Coffeyville; Mira,
twin sister of Charles, is still at home with her ]>arents;
the seventh in order of birth is Thurnian
Raymond
is assistant cashier of the National Sup])ly Company
at Independence; Vernou is connected with the producing department of the Roxana Petroleum Company
at Tulsa, Oklahom.a; Anna is a graduate of Montgomery County High School, and is a teacher; Elda
is in the freshman
class of the high school; and
Beatrice, the youngest, is now in the sixth grade.
Thurman Hill was born at Independence, Kansas,
September 10, 1890. His early education was acquired
in the local public schools, and he graduateil from
the Montgomery County High School in 1909 and took
his LL. B. degree from the law department of the
Kansas State University in 1912. In that year he
was admitted to practice and at once began building
up a reputation as a lawyer, and now has a good
business both in civil and criminal branches of ]iractice.
His offices are in the Citizens Bank Building.
He is a stanch democrat jiolitically. In the 1914
county campaign he was defeated by only thirty-seven
votes in his candidacy for county attorney.
He has
:

:

shown much

Thcrman

Hill, who is serving as county attorney,
has identified himself with the community of Indejjendencc and Montgomery County as a rising young
lawyer and as a jiublic spirited citizen whose influence
has already been displayeil effectively as a camjiaign
m.anager and through association with various public
.and business enterprises.
His family has been identified with Kansas for more
than forty years. His grandi)arcnts, John and Mary
Hill, came from Englaml to New York State about
IS.jO.
His grandfather, John Hill, was born in 1825,
was a shii> contractor, but in 1874 moved to Kansas

ability in politics,

and recently was man-

ager of the campaign for R. R. Bittman, who was
Ho has appeared in
elected m.ayor of Independence.
various county and state conventions of his party
and w.is secretary of the Democratic City Club in
1912, and in 1916 was secretary of the county convention.
In 1916, having been nominated without
opposition for the oflice of county attorney, he was
elected by a majority of 1,702 votes.
In a business way, besides his law |>ractice, he is
secret-ary and treasurer of the Americus Oil Company,
.secretary and treasurer of the Le.lune Oil Company
and associated with other oil interests. He and his
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brother, Charles, own forty acres of farming land in
Montgomery County. Mr. Hill is unmarried. He is
a member of tlie Methodist Eiiiseopal Church, being

chairman of the publicity committee of the Business

Men's Bible

Class,

is

affiliated tvith

Fortitude Lodge

No. 107, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at Independence; Lodge No. 69, Independent Order of Odd
Fello«iB, of Independence; the Order of Moose; is a
member of the Montgomery- County Bar Association,
and belongs to the Phi Alpha Delta Greek letter law
While in university he was honored by
fraternity.
his class with offices, and in 1911 played the position
of catcher on the Kansa.s University baseball team.
is interested in all outdoor sports, and is a member
of the Independence Tennis Club. He is president of
the Montgomery County High School Alumni Association. He also belongs to the Independence Commercial
Club.

He

Walter Ashtox Smith. Among the able and sucbusiness men of Topeka, Walter Ashton

cessful

Smith occupies a foremost

jilace,

for

years

being

financially and officially connected with large enferAs the vice
jirises in Shawnee and Decatur counties.

president and treasurer of the Farm Mortgage Company, Mr.* Smith is interested and influential in one
of the largest corporations of its kind in the state.
Walter Ashton Smith was born at Monroeville,
Huron County, Ohio, February 16, 1864, and is a son
of Welding E. and CSiarlotte "(Ashton) Smith. Welding E. Smith was born at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,
in which city he attended the public schools until
eighteen years of age when he became an .apprentice
He was' a natural meto the machinist's trade.
chanic and possessed inventive genius and after removal to Ohio went into the business of manufacturing farm implements, having secured patents on a
number of his inventions. When the Civil war broke
out he gave financial aid to the Union but was prevented from becoming a soldier because of the loss
of his left eye, the sight of which had been destroyed
by a fragment of flying steel in his foundry. He
continued in the manufacturing business until his
death although during his later years confined himself to the manufacture of felloes for use on the rims
of wagon and buggy wheels. He was an industrious,
temperate, moral man, respected and esteemed by all
who knew him. He married Cliarlotte Ashton, of

English ancestry.
19, ISny,

her

and

father,

pioneers of

still

She was born

in Ohio,

resides near the old

September
homestead of

Thomas Ashton, who was one of the
Huron County. By trade he was a stone
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Oberlin, Kansas, the county seat, where he remained
for a quarter of a century.

At Oberlin Mr. Smith made a good impression and
soon secured a position in the office of the registrar
cif deeds utilizing his salary to
pay for ,a course in
the
normal school.
Subsequently he was made
deputy registrar of deeds for Decatur County, an
office he filled for thi-ee years.
During this time a
set of abstract liooks was compiled and later a half
interest in the Ijooks and business was bought by
Otis L. Benton, a banker of Oberlin.
In 1902 the
r)ecatur County Alistract Company was organized
and incor]iorated witli Otis Benton as president and
Walter Ashton Smith as vice president and manager.
Tliey continued to conduct this with success until it
was absorbed and replaceil by the Benton & Smith
Investment Company, with a capital of .$.50,000, controlling the only complete set of abstract books in
tlie county, and enlarging the farm loan and investment business. This investment company continued
ill
business until about 1908, the capital stock was
increased to $100,000 by the actual earnings of the
concern, the entire interests of the same being the
sole property of Mr. Benton and Mr. Smith.
In 1910
Mr. Smith sold his interest in the company, which, at
that time had a surplus of .$40,000.
He did not
remain out of active business very long, however, for
in April, 1912, in ]iartnership with J. P. Slaughter, he
organized tlie Farm Mortgage Company, with a capital of $100,000, Mr. Slaughter being "president and
Mr. Smith vice president and treasurer.
Since its
inception this enterprise has been jirosperous.
On May 10, 189:_!, Mr. Smith was nuirried to Miss
Julia E. McGrew, of Eureka, Kansas, and they have
three cliildren, a son, Marion Ashton, who was born
January 27, 1897, is a student in the State Agricultural College at Manhattan, Kansas; and two
daughters, Lucile Evelyn and Corinne Alice, both of
whom are at school. In March, 1911, Mr. Smith
moved to Topeka and bought a residence in Potwin.
This removal because of Topeka 's excellent eilueational and church advantages, being made in tlie interests of his children.
The family is interested in
iluirch affairs and many phases of the pleasant social
life of the cajiital and a wide circle of congenial
friends has been found.
A short time prior to his
departure from Oberlin, Mr. Smith built and gave to
the Episcopal Society there a very beautiful church
edifice
made of CoffeyviUe vitrified paving blocks
as a memento to his mother (a stanch Episcopaand as a thank offering to a benevolent
lian)
Providence.

—

—

mason and

built one of the first brick houses in that
section of Ohio.
Walter Ashton Smith was educated in the public
schools and after completing the high school course
at Monroeville, taught school for one year in Huron
County, in the meanwhile nuiking plans for the future that included the securing of western lands

Government grants.
He was scarcely
through
twenty years of age when he .joined his older brother,
Frank D. Smith, and proceeded to Nebraska, June 4,
1884.
After considerable looking around they decided no land in that section suited their purposes
.'ind came then
to Kansas and located in Decatur
There Frank D. Smith ijre-empted a claim
(^«unty.
and Walter Ashton Smith entered the contest for a
After that preliminary he returned
(|uarter section.
to Nebraska and taught school for six months at
Hastings.
Returning to Decatur County he tauglit school for
a year when he was able to prove up on his preempted claim, June, 1886, afterwards locating at

Matthew
attended

B. A'ax Petten.

The success which has

enterprise operating at Topeka under
the Pioneer Mortgage Company attests
tlie
foresight, sa.g.acity and financial skill of its
members, whose watchful care and fidelity have
combined to build up and perpetuate their fortunes.
The life of the financier is less cons]jicuous before
tlie
world than that of a member of a learned
calling, or of one who mingles in jiubiic affairs, but
is none the less one of arduous labor and
thorough
engrossment, requiring a high order of organizing
talent, watchfulness of the trend of affairs and
financial
skill.
The strictest fiilelity. the utmost
watclifulness, good juilgment ami experience are
needed to counteract the effects of contraction in
monetary credits, the casualties of poor crops and
unprofitable liusiness, as well as a multitude of
other influences which have their eft'ect upon monetary affairs. In few other callings of life is success
so sure a gauge of uncommon abilitv.

the

tlie

name of
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Mr. Van Pctten was boru on a farm in Peoria
County, Illinois, May 4, 1854, ami has been a resident of Kansas since February, 1880.
He is one
of eight children born to M. B. and Ruby (Emery)
Van Petten, the former a native of N'ew" York and
the latter of New Hampshire, is a prandson on the
paternal side of natives of Holland, and is related
to many of the name who have taken a part in
the wars of the United States. M. B. Van Petten
the elder was a physician in Illinois, but later
turned his attention to farming, became a prominent and influential citizen of his day and community, and served for a number of years as a
member of the board of supervisors of Peoria
County, Illinois, being chairman of the board at
the time of his death in January, 1870.
Matthew B. Van Pctten received his early education in the district schools of Peoria County,
Illinois, after which he entered the Northwestern
University, Chicago, but while at that institution
contracted typhoid fever and was unable to complete his course.
Instead, at the age of eighteen
years, he returned to the home farm and worked
for his mother, his father having died when he was'
sixteen years of age. While still living in Illinois,
Mr. Van Petten was married, August 18, 1875, to
Miss Mary Jane Buchanan, a native of Pennsylvania, who was living near Trivoli, I'coriji County.
To this union there were born two children: Alfred
Emery, who is president of the Pioneer Mortgage
Company and Mary Kva, who is the wife of Harold
Snoddy, who is carrying on agricultural operations
near Auburn, Kansas.
In February, 1880, having heard reports of the
great opportunities for advancement in Kansas,
Mr. Van Petten came with his family to this state
and first settled in the vicinity of Burlingame,
Osage County, because of the plenteousness of coal
and wood to be found in the locality. There he continued to be engaged in farming with marked
success until 189.'J, when he moved to Burlingame
and carried on farming. In 1909 he moved to
Topeka, and was one of the original organizers of
the Pioneer State Bank, in companv with John
P. Slaughter, of Topeka, and Charles G. Taylor, of
Los Angeles, California.
Mr. Van Petten was a
member of the board and directors and the bank
started with a capital of .$5,000, but such an excellent business was done that it was soon forced to
increase its capitalization, and by subsequent advancements it reached .$25,000.
Later the controlling interest was sold and the Pioneer Mortgage
was
Companv
organized, August 29, 1907, with
$100,000" capital. At that time J. P. Slaughter was

president: A. E. Van I'etten, vice president: and
L. P. Robinson, secretary and treasurer, while M.
B. Van Petten continued as a member of the board
of directors and was active in its work. In 1913,
there came a change in the personnel of the officials, A. E. Van Petten becoming president; M. B.
Van Petten, first vice president; L. P. Robinson,
second vice president; and Archie M. Catlin, secreEach year this business has
tary and treasurer.
increased its business and widened its scope, and
its surplus has grown proportionately.
The concern operates in both Kansas and Oklahoma, having
a branch office at Lawton in the latter state. Mr.
Van Pctten is a member of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows and of the Modern Woodmen of
America, at Burlingame. In politics he is a republican, but not an office seeker, and while he has
taken some interest in local aff;iirs of a public
character, it has been merely as a booster for his
friends and his party. He is a member of the First

Methodist Church and is a class leader therein, but
as his business keeps him away from the city a
great deal of the time he is not able to be as active
in religious work as he would prefer.
Mrs. Van Petten, whose death occurred July 12,
1914, was an untiring worker in all the ladies'
branches of the First Methodist Church. A woman
of broad sympathies and great heart, she was especially interested in the welfare of the children, was
a member of both the Home and Foreign Missionary
Societies, to the work of which she gave a great
deal of her time and much of her energy and
strength, and in her death the deserving poor lost
one who had ever been their generous friend and
kind adviser.
PlTT,s is chief of the fire department at IndeDuring his two years in that office he has
deveIo|ied the service to a high point of efficiency,
the introduction
|iartly by organization and partly liy
of modern apparatus, so that Independence today can
boast of as perfect an equipment for fighting fire as
any city of its size in Kansas.
When Mr. Pitts took charge of the department the
apparatus consisted of a chief's car and a horse-drawn
Since then he has taken tlje lead in
hose wagon.

Rov

l>cnilcnce.

giving the city a better api)aratus. The
three motor ])ropelled cars, one pump and
the other a hose car, and both of these
designed by Chief Pitts. The first was

city

now has

hose car and

engines were
built by the
South Bend Motor Car Works at South Bend, Indiana.
It is in itself a complete engine for prompt and
It carries 1,200 feet of hose,
efficient fire fighting.
besides ladders, deluge, searchlight and all necessary
The other
tools, and can ]iump 750 gallons a minute.
hose car, also designed by Mr. Pitts, was built by
himself and the other firemen of the city on a Buick
chassis.
It carries an equipment of 1,000 feet of hose,

The
ladders, chemicals, pyreencs, searchlight, etc.
chief's car, which was built by the Anderson Fire
Couiiling and Supply Company of Kansas City, Kansas, also carries a large amount of fire fighting equipment, including two forty-gallon chemicals, one hand
chemical, two pyreencs, etc.
When he first took charge of the chief 's office Mr.
Pitts was called upon with his horse-drawn equipment
Since the introduction of
to fight two large fires.
modern apparatus Independence has not had a fire of
any ini]>ortance, every Ijlaze being checked almost at
its incipioncy, though a delay of two or three minutes,
which would have been inevitable with the earlier
apparatus, would have meant the destruction of much
property.
Mr. Pitts is a member of the Kansas State Firemen 's
Association and the International Chiefs' Association,
and attended the National Firemen's Convention of
1915 at Cincinnati and of 1916 at Providence, Rhode
Island.
He is also ))resident and secretary of the
Firemen 's Relief Fund of Indci>endence.
Roy Pitts is a Kansas man, and a few years ago
came off his father's farm with all the rugged strength
and vigor of such environment, and has proved himself
He was born near Cherrj'vale,
the man for the ]ilace.
Kansas, May 16, 1888, and comes of a family of Irish
descent but long a resident of the State of Indiana.

His father, John W. Pitts, was born
186.'!,

was reared

there,

County, Kansas, in 1884.

and came

to

in

Indiana in

Montgomery

Since then he has lived on

farm thirteen miles southwest of Independence.
He is a successful diversified farmer and has a well
improved and valuable place of 160 acres. He served
three terms on the s*-hool board, and has been road

his

He is independent in polisupervisor in his district.
tics and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Ti.

r

/.

"<
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Emma Yates, who was born
Their children are: Pearl, wife
of Fred Furnace, and they have a good farm of 120
acres situated 1% miles from their father's place;
Roy; Olin, who for the past two years has been a
member of the Independence Fire Department under
his brother Roy; Lola, who died March 17, 1914, at
the age of twenty-one; Maude, living at home; and
Ernest, now in the eighth grade of the public schools.
Roy Pitts received his early education in Montgomery County public schools, and spent the first
twenty-two years of his life on his father 's farm. On
January 28, 1910, he became a member of the Independence fire department, and served under Chief
Foster until March 26, 1914, when he was appointed
His oflice and headchief by Mayor C. H. Kerr.
quarters for himself and men are in the City Building,
and he has five regular firemen under him, with Earl
John W. Pitts married
in Illinois in 1866.

Adams

as assistant chief.
Politically Mr. Pitts is independent.

He

Rev. Patrick McIneeney is pastor of the Assumption Catholic Church of Topeka. Reared and trained
for the duties of the priesthood abroad, he has been
in the ministry of the church in America for the
that time has been spent
in Kansas.
He is an able priest, devoted to the
cause, and has an important record of constructive
work in the various parishes where he has served.
One of the eleven children of Patrick and Bridget
(Purcell) Mclnerney, he was born in Ireland March
He attended the local schools of Ireland
6, 1876.
and the college at Ennis, County Clare, and afterall

wards pursued

his studies in Belgium.
He was ordained to the priesthood by Archbishop Langevin of
St. Boniface, Canada, and in October, 1898, came to
Kansas to serve as assistant priest at the Cathedral
in Leavenworth. In February, 1900, he was sent to
Olathe, Kansas, as pastor of St. Paul's Church, and
remained there until October, 1907. He afterwards
was pastor of Blessed Sacrament Church at Kansas
City, Kansas, and was at St. Peter 's Church in that
city from 1909 to June, 1911. He was at St. Thomas,
Kansas, for three years, and in October, 1914, assumed his present duties as pastor of the Assumption
Church at Topeka. Father Mclnerney has one assistant clergyman under him, and the parochial schools
of the Assumption parish are directed
by ten

teachers.

David Bowie. The important and solid business
enterprises of Topeka today are largely concerns
that have been developed slowly and
carefully, the
integrity of character of their founders and the
foresight and intelligent management of their officials resulting in expansion and
prosperity. A well
known concern of this kind, the Thomas Page Milling Company, of which David Bowie is vice president and treasurer, is a business carried on with

abundant capital.
David Bowie was born
26,

in Stirling, Scotland,
July
1869, one of four children born to his parents,

Thomas and Margaret

In
(McLintoek) Bowie.
Bowie was six vears old his
parents moved to Alloa, Scotland. His father there
became a man of affairs and as a lawyer held commissions under the late Queen Victoria, to serve in
1875,

when

David

certain offices.

He was

and

filled other positions of
responsibility until
the time of his death in 1909.
David Bowie attended school in his native land
until he qualified as a teacher, after which, for two
years he taught school preparatory to entering upon
an apprenticeship in the Clydesdale Bank of Scotland (Limited), where he continued for three years.
In 1892, when Mr. Bowie came to Kansas it was in
answer to the solicitations of his uncle, ThomaB
Page, who was in the milling business at Topeka.
Mr. Bowie became a partner in the Thomas Page
Milling Company here and as manager of the
merchandise department and of the financial department, he has been largely instrumental in bringing
about the great prosperity that attends this imIn 1915 the company was
portant enterprise.
incorporated with a paid up capital of $100,000,
with Thomas Page as president, David Bowie as
vice president and treasurer and David G. Page
as secretary.
Additionally Mr. Bowie has large
bank interests. He devoted a great deal of time
and helped to make a success of the Shawnee State
Bank, which was organized in 1902 with a capital of
$60,000, with Thomas Page as president, D. J.
Hathaway as vice president and David Bowie as
secretary. He is a director of the Bank of Topeka,
also of the Prudential Trust Company, is secretary
and treasurer of the Mills Building Company, and
treasurer of the Pelletier Stores Company, which
he helped to organize.
"

is affiliated

with the Woodmen of the World at Independence, and
with Independence Camp No. 648, Loyal Order of
Moose, and is insured in the Travelers Insurance Company. On April 21, 1914, at Independence, he married
Miss Essie Babb, daughter of Mrs. Carrie Babb of
Independence.

past eighteen years, and
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commissioner' of the poor

Mr. Bowie has no political tastes nor ambitions
but votes as an independent republican. He was
reared in the Presbyterian faith and is a member
and a trustee of the First Presbyterian Church of
His name is found as a member of
Topeka.
numerous charitable organizations and his practical
generosity has been evidenced on many occasions
since he has been an honored resident of Topeka.
Although he has no immediate family circle, as he
his sound conception of business
is unmarried,
principles, his conscientious acceptance of a capitalist's

and his genial personality,
a welcome guest at any fireside.

responsibilities,

make him

Charles A. Karlan.
Though comparatively a
newcomer in Kansas, Mr. Karlan in a few years has
made a record of practical accomplishment and a
reputation for himself such as few who have spent

their entire lives within the state 's borders have been
able to attain.
He is an artist in furniture. The making of high
grade furniture has been a specialty of his for many
years, and it was in 190.5 that he came to Topeka
and set up his establishment in that line. It is no
disparagement to other similar concerns to state that
his is the largest and best equipped furniture factory
and retail establishment in Kansas. Karlan-made furniture has a special significance among those who
demand and appreciate artistic merit. It was from
his original designs that the present furniture in the
Memorial Building, the home of the State Historical
Society, was made, and this alone has made his work
familiar to thousands.
Charles A. Karlan was born in Detroit, Michigan,
July 29, 1874, being one of the three surviving children out of the five born to Frederick and Wilhelmina
Karlan. His parents spent their early years in Germany, where they married, and came to the United
States in 1872. Charles A. Karlan grew up in Detroit,
graduated from the high school tliore in 1892, and
for three years was a student in the XTniversity of
Michigan at .\nn .A.rbor, until failing health compelled
him to relinquish his studies, wlien he moved West.
From boyhood he had a sjiecial knack at handling
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tools and has developed a mechanical trade into an
artistic profession. He was first engaged in furniture

young Mitchell. The postmaster would also entrust
him with a delivery of mail to farmers. That was

at Codar Hapids, Iowa, and was there
outbreak of the Spanish-American war in 1898.
He at once left his work and became a member of
Company F of the Kighth United States Infantry.
At Dacquira he had the distinction of being the second
American soldier to put foot on Cub.on soil in the time
of war. In the camjiaigu that followed for the subjugation of Cuba he was in seven distinct engagements, including Dacquira, Siboney, El Caney and the
It was at Sansiege and bombardment of Santiago.
tiago that Mr. Karlan received a gunshot wound in
the left leg. At the close of the Cuban campaign he
received an honorable discharge as sergeant-major,
and after recuperating resumed manufacturing at
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, l-lrom there he moved to Topeka

long before the days of rural free delivery or even
of telephones, and there was no remuneration connected with free mail delivery.
At holiday time,
however, the boy was remembered by scores of jieople

manufacturing
at

in

tlie

1905.

Mr. Karlan is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite
Miison, and is affiliated with the Benevolent and "Protective Order of Klks and the Woodmen of the World
is a member of the Rotary Club, the
Topeka Commercial Club, the Spanish-American War Veterans, and
is active in the First Methodist
Episcopal Cliurch of
Topeka,
In 1907 he married Miss Louise E. Biebel of St.
Paul, Minnesota. Their two children are Charles B.
and Frances Louise.
;

Chari.es L. Mitcuell is secretary and sales manager of Crane & Company of Topeka. As every one
knows in that city aud "the state this is one of the
largest publishing and stationery houses in Kansas.
It may be said with propriety that Mr. Mitchell
has deserved success because he has earned it. He
was born at Kenosha, Wisconsin, February 12, 18";i,
a son of .lohn C. and Sallic Ann (Connell) Mitchell.
His father saw four years of active service in the
Civil war and died in 1898, while the mother is still
John C. Mitchell was a
residing in Wisconsin.
native of Scotland, being brought to America at the
age of five years. The family spent five weeks on
board the sailing vessel that brought them to the
New World. The Mitchells took up a homestead in
southwest Wisconsin, at what was then known as
While digging a well on
South|iort, now Kenosha.
this jdace the grandfather was
asphyxiated by foul
air, and this threw upon John C. Mitchell unvisually
heavy burdens and responsibilities in assisting to support his mother and the household. He and his sisters
worked hard to prove up the homestead, and that
land is still owned by members of the family. John
C. Mitchell was always a hard
working man and
while he did his best to contribute the comforts to
his f.imily, his children were reared in
comparatively
humble circumstances and became inured at an early
"

age to hard work and some privations.
These were the early circumstances of Cliarles L.
Mitchell's career.
He grew up in Kenosha, and
received his education in the public schools and at
Kenosha College. There was an element of willingness and energy in his makeup which undoubtedly

accounts for his success in life.
He paid his own
way both through school and college. His earnings
were the result of cutting lawns, caring for horses,
washing buggies, and he also had the distinction of
being one of the first two newsboys in Kenosha.
From the age of fourteen he has depended upon his
own exertions. When a boy he frequently drove
horses for doctors, and from this experience he came
to know every farmer in a radius of thirty miles
around Kenosha. The jihysicians did much of their
driving at night, and whenever they could employed

for his obliging services.

While he was still getting his education au attack
of tyjihoid developed tubercular conditions, and in
February, 1892, he went to Denver as a suitable
climate in which to overcome this threatened disease.
Two weeks after his arrival he became messenger boy
in the oflice of the purchasing agent of the Denver
& Rio Grande Railroad. During the first six mouths
of that employment he attended a night school aud
mastered shorthand. He was then jiromoted to the
stenograiihie dei)artment of the railway office aud
his salary advanced from $25 to $60 a month.
After
four days of work as stenographer, owing to a reorganization of the clerical staff, he was made
stationer of the company on a sixniouths' trial. That
office gave him the responsibilities of buying staHe made
tionery supplies for the entire system.
good and held the position until 1899.
While thus employed Mr. Mitchell met Miss Edna
Crane, daughter of George W. Crane of Topeka, who
was then visiting in Denver. Being unable to see
nny further advancement in railway service, Mr.
.Mitchell soon afterward made application for the
position of |nirchasing agent of the Detroit Copper
His appli.Mining Company at Morenci, Arizona.
cation was accejited, and he thus entered upou a
position which soon brought increasing responsibilities.
After two years in Arizona Mr. Mitchell came
to To]ieka and in 1902 married Miss Edna Crane as
the culmination of an acquaintance begun several
years before in Denver.
Returning with his wife to Morenci, he was soon
liappily settled in his home and with splendid jirosof business advancement.
Besides having
pects
charge of the stock of the Copper Company aud nine
large warehouses, he also conducted a livery stable
for saddle horses and that netted him more profits
than his salary. He was also in partnership with a
Kansas boy in the laundry business, and they shipped
an average of over 1,000 pounds of laundry every
week to El Paso.
In 1904 Mr. George Crane prevailed ujion his sonin law to sell out his interests in Arizona and come
to Tojieka to assist in the ojieration of the extensive

Mr. Mitchell
establishment of Crane & Company.
agreed to do this, but on the eve of his departure,
after his household goods had been shipjicd, his wife
fell ill and a few days later occurred the death of
This w;us a
both herself and her new born baby.
calamity which unsettled the jiurposes and activities
He spent some time
of Mr. Mitchell for some time.
traveling, but finally settled in Topeka and became
secretary and superintendent of Crane & Company.
In 1907 he married Ethel Morton, daughter of William A. and Flora (Smith) Morton.
Upon the death of George Crane the company was
reorganized, and Mr. Mitchell was relieved of the
duties of superintendent and was made sales manager
This position
in charge of all the l)uying and selling.
he ha.s since continued to fill.
Mr. Mitchell is well known in social as well as busiHe is i)a.st exalted ruler of the local
ness circles.
lodge of the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks; a member of Siloam Lodge No. 225, Ancient

Free and Accepted Masons, Tojieka Chapter No. 5,
Hoyal .4rch Masons; both the subordinate and encampment degrees of Odd Feilonshiji; the .\ncient
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Order of United Workmen; of the United Commercial Travelers; the Country Club; the Shawnee
Golf Club, of which he is a director; the Topeka
Commercial Cluli, the Topeka Rotary Club, the Lake
View Fishing and Shooting Club and the Sons of
Veterans. Mr. Mitchell is a republican of the standpat kind.

Fr.\nk F. Fletcher is the only architect practicing
He has
the iirofession exclusively at Independence.
a long and successful record as a builder and was
active as a contractor until an imfortunate injury
He has since followed the
obliged him to desist.
profession of architect and has built up a very large
clientele.

He was

born in Louisiana, Missouri, Septemlier 19,
His maternal grandfatlier was William Kling,
who was born in Holland in 1800 and was a horticulturist. On coming to America he settled in Louisiana,
Missouri, in 1818. Peter R. Fletcher, father of Frank
As a young
F., was born in Hull, England, in 1827.
man he served two years in the British army. When
about twenty years of age he came to the United States
1870.

and located at Louisiana, Missouri. As a building
contractor he erected courthouses and other public
buildings in Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee
and Texas. It was while engaged in the building of
a courthouse at Denton, Texas, that he was killed in a
railroad accident. He died at Dallas, Texas, in 1874.
He was a republican, a Mason, and a member of the
Cumberland Presbyterian Cliurch. Peter R. Fletcher
married Margaret Kling, who was born at Louisiana,
Her chilMissouri, in IS.S.S, and died there in 1870.
dren were: William, who is a contractor and builder
at Corpus Christi, Texas; Annie, wife of John Beal,
who has a printing and newspaper business at Mexico,
Missouri Henry, who was an invalid most of his life
and died in 1899 at Louisiana, Missouri; Mollie, wife
of J. W. Bell, a tailor at Los Angeles, California; and
Frank F.
Reared and educated in Louisiana, Missouri, Frank
F. Fletcher started out to make his own way when
fourteen years of age. He learned the trade of brick
mason, and followed that both as a journeyman and
as a contractor until he was thirty-four years of age.
;

at St. Louis, Kansas City, Denver, New
Orleans, Corpus Christi and in fact in all the larger
cities and towns of the Mississijipi Valley.
In the course of his work he arrived at Independence, Kansas, in 1904. There, on July 18, 1904, while
working on the tower of the Presbyterian Church he
was accidentally knocked off and received injuries
which resulted in the permanent disablement of his
right arm. He then took up architecture as a profes-

He worked

and has

offices at 112iA East Myrtle Street.
the many buildings he has designed in the
past ten or twelve years should be mentioned especially
the following:
Residences of Judge T. J. Flanelley,
R. W. Morrison, William Scott, W. R. Murrow, Frank
Louy, Albert Jones, Thomas Wharton, Bert Stevens,
Milton Cook, the Stevens & Robinson Building, the
Robinson Veterinary Hospital and many others in

sion,

Among

and about Independence.
Mr. Fletcher owns three residences and two pieces
of unimproved city property in Independence, and is
secretary of the Hope Oil, Gas and Mineral Company.
Since 1907 he has served as building and plumliing

He is unmarried. Polan independent republican, is a member
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and is affiliated with Independence Lodge No. 17, Ancient Order
of United Workmen. He is one of the popular and
highly esteemed citizens of Independence.
inspector for Independence.
itically

he

is
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The excellent business

standing of Oliver Franklin Winner rests upon many
years of connection with agricultural aff.airs in
Shawnee County, where he is still the owner of a
Particularly is he
large and valualjle property.
known as an authority upon the subject of alfalfa
growing, to which he has devoted many years of
study and investigation. Mr. Winner is an Illinoisan
and was born at Belvidere, Boone
nativity,
liy
County, in 1859, being a son of Martin W. Winner.
Martin W. Winner was born in New York, from
wliich state he emigrated as a young man to Bremer
County, Iowa, lieing a resident of Wavorly at the
time of the Civil war. He was a stanch Union man
and endeavored to enlist in the army of the North,
hut owing to a slight physical disability was reFor twelve years he was engaged in the
jected.
iiarness business, but eventually turned his attention
to farming, in which vocation lie continued to be enuntil his death, in 1901. Mr. Winner was married in 1858 to Miss Nancy Farr, of Boone County,

gaged

Illinois,

and they became the parents of two daugh-

sons: Oliver Franklin, of this review;
in 1891; Clarence, who is traveling in
tlie South
Albert, who is a farmer at Janesville,
Iowa; Millie, who died in 1891; and Walter Harvey
and Melvin, who are both engaged in the barber
business in Iowa. Martin W. Winner was a man who
led an exemplary life, free from bad habits of any
kind, and especially strong in his aversion to the
He was a firm betaking of alcholic beverages.
liever in efficiency, and was himself able to carry to
a successful conclusion any venture which he underAs a father, he had the confidence and affectook.
tion of his children, and in his community he held the
In his
respect and regard of all who knew him.
death liis community lost one of its good and publicters

and

Ida,

who died

five

;

spirited citizens.

Oliver Franklin Winner was two years when
taken by his parents to Iowa, and there he grew to
manhood on the home farm and received his educational training in the public schools. He was twenty
years of age when he left the parental roof to seek
his fortunes in an independent career, and at that
time took up his residence at Holton, Jackson County,
Kansas, where he commenced farming. In 1904 he
came to Shawnee County, where he purchased the
•'SaO-acre farm known as the John Wilkerson place.

Within three years, so energetically and efficiently
did he labor, he had it cleared and in a salable condition and disposed of it at an advance of $4,000
over its purchase price. Wlien he sold that property
Mr. Winner came to his present jdace, at North
Topeka, and here continues to engage successfully
in farming, witli particular attention paid to alfalfa
He is known in this latter connection all
growing.
over this part of the state as an authority, is frequently called upon for advice, gives occasional lectures before farmers' institutes, and contributes articles on the subject to leading farm papers, as he
does also upon various other agricultural subjects.
He has a wide audience and his opinions are respected and bear much weight among men who know.
He is a citizen who has done his share in developing Shawnee County in an agricultural way, an ex|)Onent of good roads, a friend of education and a
supporter of progress in regard to civic betterment.
In 1884 Mr. Winner was married to Miss Hattie
Parmenter, daughter of Walter Parmenter, a Veruionter who migrated to Jackson County, Kansas,
jirior to the Civil war, and, as an ardent Free State
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man, joined one of tlie fighting Kansas regiments
during that struggle ami was at the front for three
Mr. Parmenter was, as he still is, a bosom
years.
friend of W. A. Blossom, and both now reside at
To Mr. and Mrs. Winner there
Holton, Kansas.
have been born five sons and three daughters: Ray,
who was deputy lounty clerk of Shawnee County for
four years ami is now engaged in
farming; Guy," who
was formerly principal of schools at Wamego", Kanand
for
the past three years jirincipal at Hovt;
sas,
Irene, a graduate of the "musical dei)artment of
"

Washburn

College, now residing at home and teaching music; Benjamin, who is engaged in farming in
partnership with his brother, Guy; Viva, who is the
wife of Lester PoUum and lives at
Wamego, Kan-

Howard, who liivides his time between farming
and attending school: and Zella and Zera, who are

sas;

both

pui)ils at the

Topeka High School.

John Sayrf. Downes. The City of Topeka is the
home of the largest organization of its kind in the
United States, the Aetna Building and Loan Association, which maintains about 600 agencies in
Kansas and Oklahoma. The growth and
development of this institution during the quarter of a
century in which it has been in existence is a commentary upon the success to be attained bv enterprises in the Sunflower State when their policies are
directed by men of substantial
strict
ability,
integrity and business foresight. At the head of the
.\etna Building and Loan Association
todav, in the
office of president, is found .lohn
Sayre "Downes,
a business man of sterling capacity, who
during
the twenty years of his connection "with the comhas
been
pany
appreciative of the value of fair
treatment for policy holders and the results occruing therefrom.

President

Downes

is

a self-made

man, whose own experience should serve as an
encouraging example to those starting life in
modest circumstances, as well as being illustrative
of the desirable

results

attainable through

thrift

and wise investment.
John Sayre Downes was born on a farm in
Oneida County, Xew York, August .U, 1855, and
has been a resident of Kansas since 1878. He is
one of six children born to Thomas and
Mary
(Sparrow) Downes, natives of England, who were
as
small
children
from
brought
that country to the
United States by their respective parents in a sailvessel
in
and
in
the absence of other
ISS.S,
ing
transportation, they traveled from New York City
to their Oneida County homes by way of the ?;ri"e
Canal. Thomas Downes passed his liife in farming
in the Empire State, and being a man of
industry
and good judgment managed to accumulate a comfortable property, so that at the time of his death,
in 1880, he was accounted a substantial citizen of
his

community.

John Sayre Downes was given a country school
education by his parents, but as he was ambitious
and enterprising he desired a better training and
earned the money therefor by teaching in the
schools of his native vicinity and clerking in a
general store. Thus he was enabled to take courses
in the Wliitesboro and Cazenovia seminaries, and
after his graduation from the latter, at the age of

twenty years, came to Kansas and locateil in Marion
County, where it was his intention to devote his
career to raising stock.
This he followed with
some success for three years, but the possibilities
ojfered by the rapidly advancing re.al estate values
were too tempting to he put aside, and he entered

the ranks of dealers in realty, a line for which he
soon developed a remarkable "aptitude.
Opening an
office
at Marion, he began handling citv real
estate and dealing in farm loans, ami
duri'fag the
thirteen years that he was so engaged
placed himself in a position where he was
ready to advance
still further in the business world.
In 1896 Mr. Downes received an attractive offer
from Byron Roberts, of Topeka, the first president
of the Aetna Building and Loan Association, an
institution which had been established several
years
before, and which already gave promise of becoming an important enterprise. Mr. Downes, disposing
of his Marion holdings, came to Topeka. and, in
order to learn the business from the ground
up,
took a clerkship.
After three years he was promoted to the position of examiner, and remained in
that capacity for twelve years, when he was elected
to the presidency. Some" idea of the growth of the
Aetna may be seen in the rapid development of the
association's assets, as follows: Januarv 1, 1894,
.$49,210.10;

1896, $118,7.38.86;
1898, $'316,972.77;
1900, $496,347.93; 1902, $854,840.92; 1904, $1,189,1906,
775.04;
1908,
$1,642,981.76;
$2,170,948.16;
1910,
$2,496,664.07;
1912,
.$.3,415,671.58;
1914,
.$4,067,466.91; 1915, $4,576,502.20; 1916, $5,062,900.78.
While the Aetna, the largest general building and
loan association in the country, has agencies only
in

Kansas and Oklahoma,

its

stockholders, number-

ing more than 18,000, represent practically every
state in the Union, and are to be found in Canada,
Mexico and the Philippine Islands, from the trenches
of Europe to the gold-fields of Alaska. The security
upon which Aetna money is invested consists of
first mortgages on real estate up to fifty per cent
of its value, or of Aetna stock up to ninety per cent
of its cash value, and the State Banking Departments of Kansas and Oklahoma maintain the same
strict supervision over this association for the safeguarding of the stockholders' interests that is maintained over banks.
The Aetna is of the mutual
type of building and loan associations, as there are
no preferred stockholders, but all members share
The authorized capital of
equally in the results.
the concern is $20,000,000, and the association belongs to the Topeka Commercial Club and to the

American Bankers' Association.
Mr. Downes' business career in Topeka dates only
since 1896, but during this time he has achieved
such a success as most men would regard as a
triumph if accomplished through a half century of
Coming here at a time when the
patient effort.
keenness of business competition, particularly in
the matter of loans and investments, rendered success impossible unless through the exercise of
sound judgment, allied to a certain degree of
venturesome determination, he has achieved a reputation and acquired wealth through deve'oping one
While Mr.
of the country's great institutions.
Downes is a supporter of republican principles, he
is not a politician, for his business affairs have been
of such scope and importance that he has not had
time to enter public life. However, he takes a keen
interest in affairs which affect his community, and

always found allied with other public-spirited
in the advancement of movements for the civic
welfare.
Fraternally, he is affiliated with the
Modern Woodmen of America. He and Mrs. Downes
are members of the Episcopalian and Methodist
churches, and Mrs. Downes takes an active part in
church work and in the advancement of charitable
is

men

enterprises.
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Mr. Downes was married in June, 1883, to Miss
Liza W. Carter, of Kentucky, at Florence, Kansas.
To this union a son and a daughter have been born:
Roy H., who is maintenance clerk in the office of
the general manager of the Santa Fe
and Mrs. Marie Mize, of Topeka.

Railroad;

Of the agriculturists of
•Joseph W. Cocuran.
Shawnee County who have been the architects of their
own fortunes, and who, from small beginnings, have
worked their way to independence and position, Joseph
W. Cochran is a leading representative. He began his
career without advantages of any kind, and his early
struggles to gain a foothold necessitated the use of all
his energies, but his present fine farm of 107 acres, in
illustrates what may be gained
through the exercise of industry and well directed

Menoken Township,
effort.

Mr. Cochran was born ou a farm near Lewistown,
May 16, 1865, and was
the fourth of a family of eight children born to
Joseph H. and Susanna (Myers) Cochran, natives of
Pennsylvania.
Joseph H. Cochran had charge of a
large gang of construction and bridge workers on the
Pennsylvania Railroad and also conducted a small
farm until the Civil war, when he enlisted in Company
E, Thirty-fifth Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, with which he served for one and one-half
years. Later he was connected with the United States
Rolling Stock Company, of Urbana, Ohio, but as he
felt that he was not progressing as he ought, in 1877
he decided to do as many other poor people were at
the time, and seek his fortunes in the Wes't. Accordingly, he bought live tickets and took his family of
Mifflin County, Pennsylvania,

ten to Salina, arriving at that point after many experiences with the conductors on the various lines.
Leaving his family at the immigration home at Salina,
with but 75 cents, he walked thirty-five miles to the
home of a friend, in Lincoln County, and during his
absence the mother and children were sorely in need
of food. The father finally returned, however, with
a wagon, and the little party was taken to Mr. Cochran 's friend 's house, where they lived for ten days.
Mr. Cochran then rented a "dug-out,'' which was the
home for one year, while Mr. Cochran worked a rented

He

then took a homestead and timber claim,
but his troubles were not yet over, for his first crop
was a failure, and for six months the family was
compelled to exist upon corn bread. Later, the father
built a shack of siding, 18x20, but it proved only a
poor protection against the elements, and when it
rained the rain poured in between tlie boarrls and
drenched everything, even the bedding. In 1879 came
the tornado, which tore off the roof and three sides
of the shack, but nothing inside was touched. Another
freak of the storm was that the hogs, in the direct
liath of the storm, were lifted and carried 1% miles
and there dropjied, but none were killed, and all
found their way back to the Cochran home unscathed.
The family remained in the same community for ten
years, and as their fortunes improved took an active
part in the upbuilding of the community.
They
helped to build churches, and the children at first
attended .a subscription school which had been supported by their father and two other public-spirited
citizens.
Mr. Cochran, through his persistent and
indefatigable industry and courage, gradually accumulated a competence, and at the time of his death, in
190.5, wa,s one of the substantial and most highly
He was a member
respected men of his community.
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
.Joseph W. Cochran attended school in Lincoln

farm.
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County, and in 1889, 1890 and 1891 taught school in
the Shawnee County district schools of Elmont, Union
and Pleasant Ridge. On July 6, 1890, he was married
to Miss Eva Godwin, and to this union there have
been born six children: Floyd, of Oakland, Kansas;
and Vernon, Elsie, Lola, Joseph and Raymond. At
the time of his marriage, after he had paid the
preacher and bought some furniture to furnish two
rooms on the installment plan, Mr. Cochran was possessed of $2.50, but he had his health, and was ambitious and persevering.
He secured a position in the
shops of the Santa Fe Railroad, at Topeka, and by
1897 was able to make a first payment on a tract of
eighty acres at Kiro, Kansas. There he continued to
farm until 1912, when he sold this property and
bought seventy-two acres in Menoken Township,
Shawnee County, which he improved. Recently he
has added thirty-five acres to his original purchase,
and now operates the entire property, devoting himself
to general farming.
Mr. Cochran has been a witness
to the great development that has been effected in this

A

of the state.
companion of the wilderness of
the early days, when he shot deer, antelope and prairie
chicken by the score and was near the Indian troubles
in Russell County in 1878, he has also been a sharer
in the great prosperity that has blessed the Sunflower
State, and can truthfully say that he has done his
share in bringing about the present desirable condi-

jiart

tions.

Mr. Cochran has always been identified with the
democratic party since the time he attained his majority, and has on several occasions been elected to fill
public office, having been township trustee for five
terms and a member of the school board for years, in
addition to which he has rendered helpful service in

promoting public-spirited enterprises. He is fraternally affiliated with Topeka Lodge No. 124,'i, Modern
Woodmen of America. Mr. and Mrs. Cochran are
members of the Presbyterian Church, and Mr. Cochran
for some years was superintendent of the Sunday
school.

William P. Bowen'. For thirty years or more the
name Bowen has been extensively associated with
milling industries in Southern Kansas. William P.
Bowen owns the only flour and feed milling enterprise at Independence, and this was established by
himself and his father a great many years ago in
connection with several other mills of the same kind
Mr. Bowen is
located in other parts of the state.
not only a business man but a citizen well known
throughout Montgomery County. He has filled the
post of mayor of his home city, and has done much
to advance community welfare.
Ha is descended from Welsh ancestors. Three
brothers of the name came from Wales to the United
States prior to the Revolutiouai'y war. The one from
whom he is descended located in Ohio after that war,
and the other two located, according to the best

information,

in

Virginia',

and

one

in

New York

State.

William P. Bowen was born at Ottumwa, Iowa,
August 31, 1855. His father was the late George W.
Bowen, who died at Independence, Kansas, in 1912.
He was born in Ohio in 1829, was reared largely in
Indiana, and became an early settler at Ottumwa,
Iowa, where he married the mother of William P.
Bowen. While still a resident of Ottumwa he made
his first business undertaking in Kansas in 1869,
establishing a mill at Pleasanton in Lynn County.
In 1870-71 he erected another mill at Chetopa, in
Labette County, which at that time was just being
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Ill 1876 he crectod still another mill at
In 1882
Labette City in the county of that name.
George W. Bowen lirought his family to Kansas and
established a home at Independence, with which city

Gas Company; Charles

he was identified the rest of his life. He was a pracand made that industry his chief occupalie operated both flour and feed mills and
tion,
made his business turn to the benefit of the various
communities in which he lived. Politically he was a
republican and was es]iccially .ictive in the Methodist
He filled a place on the official
Episcopal Church.
board of his home church many years, and in 1896
was a lay delegate to the general conference. He was
also a member of the Ma.sonic fraternity. George W.
Bowen married Ellen Hackworfh, who was born in
Ohio in 18.S5 and died at Ottumwa, Iowa, in 1861.
William P. Bowen was the oldest of her three children.
The two daughters are: Clara E., wife of Christopher
Haw, :i wholesale hardware merchant at Ottumwa;
and Emma A., wife of Rogers W. Berry, an attorney
at Great Falls, Montana. For his second wife George

AncniBALD Steei. .lou.wso.v, a resident of Kansas
nearly forty years, has one of the very interesting
It is located a few
places historically considered.
miles from North Topeka on rural route No. 6 in
Shawnee County, and is a farm of eighty acres which
lie bought in 1907.
The history of this farm is esThe site comprises the old his]iecially interesting.
toric Town of Indianola.
This town was established
when the Territory of Kansas was new. It was the
liome of a large number of abolitionists, though
there were two or three jiro-slavcry families in the
same community.
When this w:us written in 1916
Mr. .lohnson was storing a large crop of alfalfa hay
into the liuilding which had
formerly been the
Indianola Hotel.
That hotel is sixty-two years old,
stands out weatherlieaten and inconspicuous, though
many of its timbers are as sound as when it was
liuilt.
It has associations with many prominent men
and events of early Kansas.
It was the meeting
jilace of the :iboiitionists and the builders of the
hotel and the founders of the town expected that the
Not far
capital of the state would be put there.
from the hotel were the homes of some of the first

sottlpil up.

tical miller

W. Bowen married Angeline
living at

Independence.

S.

Miller,

who

Their one child

is

is

still

George

M., engaged in the milling and oil business and living
in his mother 's lionie.
Until he was grown William P. Bowen lived at
Ottumwa, Iowa, where he acquired a high school
education and was also a student in Northwestern University. Leaving college in 187.^, he became associated
with his father in the milling business, and during
1876 and a jiart of 1877 had charge of the mill at
Labette City, Kansas. While living at Labette City
he ea.st his first vote. In 1877 he returned to Ottumwa
and was with his father in the milling business until
the lattt'r moved out to Indej)endence in 1882. Thereafter father and son were together in milling until
the former retired in 1903.
Since then William P.
Bowen has been owner and manager of the mill at
Independence. His plant, which is a large and well
equijiped one and furnishes feed suii])lies to a large
surrounding territory, is located on the Santa Fe
Uailroad track at the corner of Ninth and Hailroad
streets.

Mr. Bowen has had the honor of serving Independence as its mayor for three t<^rms, and each of those
terms was a progressive administration of municipal
affairs.
He has also been a member of the city
council two terms and wa.s on the board of education
three terms.
He is a republican. He ha.s acquired
many interests which identify him with this section
of Kansas. He owns farm lands in Montgomery and
Chautauqua counties and has an attractive residence
at 712 North Ninth Street in Indei>endence.
He belongs to the Commercial Club, is pa.st master
of Fortitude Lodge No. 107, Ancient, Free and Accept^-d .Masons; a member of Keystone Chapter No.
22,

Royal Arch Masons;

is

jjast

eminent commander

of St. Bernard Commandery No. 10, Knights Tem|il.ar,
.all of
Indej)endence, and is affiliated with Abdallah
Temple of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at Leavenworth.
He also belongs to Lodge No. 17, Ancient
Order of United Workmen, at Independence, and to
the Woodmen of the World at Indejiendence.
At Ottumwa, Iowa, .lanuary 17. 1878, Mr. Bowen
married Miss Hester A. Purnell, daughter of William
.and Rebecca Purnell, both now deceased.
Her father
was a farmer and business man. To Mr. and Mrs.
Bowen have been born four children: Louis H., who
is in the flour and feed business at Little
Rock, Arkan-

whose home is at
Kansas City, Missouri, and she
sas;

Mary

Snyder,

.Jr.,

A.,

who

is

4.');)0

Walnut

Street,

is the wife of R. M.
connected with the Kansas Natural

Bertha H., a teacher
pendence.

settlers

inchuiing

tlie

E., assisting his father;

in

and

the public schools of Inde-

Readers, Owens, Rameys, Mc-

Xowiis and others.

Born in Belmont County in Eastern Ohio in 1864,
.\rchibald S. .lohnson is a son of Alexander .lohnson,
who was born in the same county of Ohio in 1822.
Alexander was a farmer all his active career.
In
1877 he brought his family out to Kansas locating
ill Pottawatomie
County on the Vermilion River, but
soon afterward moving down toward St. Mary.
In
1895 he moved to Menokeu, where he sjient his last
years as a farmer. In 18()'t Alexander .lohnson married Sarah McMuUen of Belmont County, Ohio. Their
seven sons and one daughter were named Archibald,
(Jeorge, Larkin, William, Frank, Charles, Mack and
Alexander .lohnson was a man of good
(Mcely.
li.-ibifs, .strictly temperate, an honorable, U|iright and
hard-working citizen, and was entitled to the respect
and esteem which he always enjoyed.
.\ichibalii S. .loiiiison was about fifteen years of
when his parents moved out to K.ansas. In the
meantime he had attended school in Ohio, and in
Kansas found ainjile cmidoyment for his energies on
.ige

liis

father's

farming at

farm.
St.

In

1890 he began independent
in 1907 he bought the

Mary's and

acres including (he old site of the historic
of Indianola, and is farming that land very
successfully and profitably.
In 1890 he married Clara McClecry of Pottawatomie County, Kansas.
Of their three children
two arc living, Leota and .Jennie. .Jennie is still at
liome, while Leota is the wife of .Joseph Bimbarner.

eighty

Town

Kdwi.\ .Scottox.

speaking there is no
life no longer
absorbing and fascinating condition has
Precisely

new country and pioneers and pioneer
exist.

An

)iassed

into

history, and its lessons and iiisjiiration
in the lives of those who endured

live

i>rinci])ally

the

hardshijis and contributeJ
diversified
gifts to the

and

present.

Shawnee County has

by various
upbuilding
.as

noble a

services

of

the

roll

call

of early settlers as any p.irt of Kansas, and among
those inseparably associated with the Fulton County
records, none are more deserving of perpetuation in
its annals than is the late Edwin Scotton.

..UK
Ti.i

S°?o'-^SSo«
TILDE
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Scotton was liorn at Manchester, England,
1827, one of twelve children of his parents,
a member of an old and honorable English family,
and the son of an English manufacturer who owned
When he was seven
large brickyards at Manchester.
vears of age, in 1834, Edwin Scotton accompanied
after eight weeks
his
parents to America, and
arrived at Buffalo, New York, having come by way
The family lived at Buffalo until 1846,
of Canada.
when they dispo.sed of their property and went to
a 160-acre farm near Huntington, Indiana, in an
Mr. Scotton, who had received his educaox cart.

Mr.

May

8,

tion in the schools of Buffalo, was married December
29, 1852, to Mary Price, who died November 27,
18.56, leaving three children: John F., born October
14, ]85.'J; one who died in infancy; and George C,
John F. and George C.
born November 18, 1856.
Scotton are both now residents of Portland, Oregon.
On October 21, 1857, Edwin Scotton was married
to Marian Patterson, who died June 22, 1859, leaving
one child: Mary A., born November 7, 1858, who is
now Mrs. Ed Schooley and lives on the home farm
On Decemin Menokeu Township, Shawnee County.
ber 22, 1860, Mr. Scotton was married a third
She was
time, being united with Mary Eatcliff.
born in England, the daughter of a wealthy weaver,
who brought his family to the United States but
returned to his native land, leaving his daughter in
a New Jersey woolen mill, where she supported herself until her marriage to Mr. Scotton.
On his 160-acre farm, Mr. Scotton built a log
cabin of I'A stories, and in this he and his
wife lived for one year, when a sawmill was estalilished near their farm and Mr. Scotton had
lumlier made from the native timber on his land,
from which he built a comfortable frame house,
the carpets for which were woven by hand by Mrs.

She also assisted him in the clearing and
Scotton.
cultivation of his land, and the farm was highly
improved and valuable, but Mr. Scotton tliought
that he could find better opportimities in tlie West,
and traded his Indiana farm for 640 acres in

Wabaunsee County, Kansas, and a

He

smJill

farm

In

1869, but soon found his
investment an unprofitable one, as the land was
practically worthless for farming purposes, and he
traded his Kansas farm for a team of horses and
his Illinois land he sold for $320.
Somewhat disheartened by this exjjerience he bought twenty acres
of land in Shawnee County, then on the edge of the
infant Town of Topeka, but now all included in
North Topeka. After residing on this property for
two years he bought eighty acres in the Kaw River
bottom, near Menoken, and for five years lived in
a log house, until he erected a large frame residence
From
which is still standing on the home place.
time to time he continued to add to his holdings
until at the time of his death, which occurred
November 25, 1912, he was the owner of 520 acres
of fine land.
He devoted himself to general farming and the raising of draught horses, and his operaIllinois.

arrived

in

tions were uniformly successful, due to his industry
and well directed management. Mr. Scotton had a
number of discouraging experiences in Kansas,
passing through the grasshopper plague and several
droughts, but the most severe trial he was called
upon to bear was the flood of 1903, when he lost
his property.
Then followed the
1908, which was also disastrous to his
interests, but not as destructive as the 1903 flood.
Mr. Scotton was long a member of the Grange
and took an active part in its work. He was a demo-

a large part of
flood

of
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iu his political views,
and while he never
cared for public oflSce, served six years as justice
of the peace iu his community, where he was known
as a man of absolute honesty and integrity.
He
was a charter member of the North Topeka Baptist
Church and trustee, and always took an active
interest in its work, as he did also in education
and the general betterment of civic conditions. In
1909 he retired from active affairs and removed to

crat

Topeka, where his last years were passed iu quiet
and comfort.
Mrs. Scotton, who was active in
church and charitable work, a friend of the poor
and a comforter of the unfortunate, passed to her
final reward August 11, 1908.
There were three
children in the family: W. E., born December 10,
1861; Emma Jane, who is now Mrs. Frank Luce,
born August 15, 1867; and C. W., who died in
infancy.
W. E. Scotton was born in Indiana and was six
years of age when he accompanied his parents to
Kansas, where the greater part of his education was
secured in the public schools of North To])eka. The
first built at that place was a small, two-room struc-

with planks and board benches, but later his
father assisted in the building of a more commodious school in the Menoken Township District, so
that the children could have better opportunities.
W. E. Scotton remained on the home farip, of which
he was given charge when he was twenty-three
years of age, and continued as its manager until his
marriage to Vietta Betz, of Ohio, a daughter of
L. C. and Elizabeth (Bird) Betz, both natives of
L. C. Betz was injured so that
the Buckeye State.
he could not serve in the army during the Civil war,
but one of his brothers, Fred Betz, saw active service throughout tlie struggle as a member of the
Tenth Ohio Cavalry. There were four children in
the Betz family
Mrs. Scotton
Daisy, who is the
wife of T. N. Davis; Bessie, who is Mrs. P. B.
Koontz, of Topeka; and Orville, a resident of California.
Mr. and Mrs. Scottou have two children:
Edwin Betz and Dorothy Frances, both at home.
At the time of his marriage, Mr. Scotton bought
160 acres of land in Menoken Township, which now
forms a part of his well-improved farm of 205 acres,
in addition to which he has a great deal of town

ture,

:

;

He was extensively engaged in general
farming and raising hogs and horses, but in 1906
came to Topeka and engaged in the coal and feed
Ill health caused his retirement from this
business.
latter line, and he now lives quietly, looking after
Mr. Scotton is a demohis large realty interests.
crat, and while living in Menoken Township served
for four years as township trustee and as a member
He is treasurer
of the school board for two years.
of Eugene Lodge No. 79, of Odd Fellows, an office
which he has held for six years. He has also been
prominent in church work, he and Mrs. Scotton
being members of the North Topeka Baptist Church,
of which he has been a deacon for three years and
a trustee for a great many years, and in addition
projierty.

treasurer

is

has

of

Crittenden

the

Home

Society.

He

always been a stanch supporter of any move-

ment that has made
ligious methods,
citizenship.

for

Peter Heil. now

for better educational
better morals or for

li\dng retired at Topeka,

or rebetter

was born

Jefferson County, New York, December 9, 1840.
When sixteen years of age he moved with his father,
John Peter Heil, to Buchanan County, Iowa. His
mother's maiden name was Louisa Bueliug, and she
in
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difd when her son Peter was six years old. His parents were natives of Germany, and came to the Vnited
States separately as young people, beinj; married in
New York State. When in his native state, Peter
Heil attended district school for a few mouths, but
after the removal of his people to the West his help
was required to operate the home place and he had
little chance for schooling thereafter.
In lHoi> Mr. lleil accompanied the family in a
covered wagon across lona and Missouri into the
State of Kansas, the team driven by him consisting
of six cows. On tlie way the little party met many of
the disgusted returning argonauts from "Pike's
Peak," who had (locked to Colorado at the report of
of gold. The Heil family located on the
the discovery
'
prairie of Tccumsch Tomiship, Sliawnce County,
where they bought out a claim consisting of some
17" acres, of which twelve were timberland on East
Deer Creek. With the exception of a log cabin, about
16x20 feet, with a ."shake roof," and some three
or four acres of land broken, all the land was virgin
Here
as from the fashioning hand of the Creator.
they arrived too late to commence operations that
year, but in 1860 broke ground and put out crops,
which, owing to the drouth, proved an atisolute failure.
Peter Heil, in 1860, in consideration of having
assisted his father in the building of a stone house,
was "given his time." He at once came to Topeka,
where for a short period he worked at the baker 'a
trade, b>it this vocation did not prove congenial and
he soon sought other means of making a livelihood.
He finally secured a position driving cattle out to the
Delaware Indian Heservation, near Lecompton, and
there he was engaged in herding until the holidays
of 1861.
Karly in that year he returned to Topeka,
where he started to learn the brick and stone mason's
trade under the tutorship of John Elliott, but the
Civil war cnme on at that time to interrupt his activiOn July 16, 1861, he enlisted
ties in that direction.
as a private in Company A, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, a
command wliich fought its first engagement without
uniforms, at Morristown, Missouri. This was followed

guarding a supply train for the
at Fort Scott they heard
of the battle of Wilson 's Creek, after which they were
for a time employed in reorganizing the scattered
units of the Federal army.
Later Mr. Heil's command participated in the battle of Osceola, where it

by guard duty

in

army of Gen. N. Lyon, and

'

destroyed a great amount of supplies intended for the
Confederate army, and subsequently, with 601) or 700
other Federals, Mr. Heil took part in an engagement
with a large force of the enemv at Dry Wood, near
Fort Scott. In 1861 and 1862 the Fifth Kansas wintered near Barnesville, and in the spring of the latter
year went to Springfield with the intention of joining
General Curtis.
The command was delayed by an
engagement at Carthage, and did not reach Curtis'
command until after the battle of Pea Ridge had been
fought. At Springfield the Fifth Kansas was engaged
in guarding sunply trains coming to General Curtis'
army, and while thus engaged was intercepted by a
detachment of Texas cavalry while crossing Black
River.
After a stirring half hour, the Texans were

The command tlien went on and joined
General Curtis' army at Helena, Arkan.sas, where it
was u.ted in scouting and in raids, in which it participated in a number of minor engagements. Under
Gcni'ral Washburn the Fifth was on a raid across the
Mississippi River, in January, 186:i, harassing the
rear of the enemy at the time of General Grant 'g
endi'avor to go from Memphis to the rear of Vicksburg.
During the siege of that city the command
routed.

was stationed in the rear of the beleagured city,
keep communication 0[ien, and took part in the
engagement of July 4th, in which the Federal troops,
although greatly outnumbered, killed, wounded and
captured enough of the enemy to equal their entire
to

The retreating Confederates were then followed to Little Rock, which place was cajitured, and
the command then went to Pine Bluff, where the
battle was fought November 25th against the forces
of General Marmaduke.
The command remained at
Pine Bluff until its term of enlistment had expired.
Here Mr. Heil, with others, went out to reinforce an
empty supply train, and, encountering a large force
of the enemy at Mark 's Mill, Mr. Heil was captured.
He was taken to Camp Ford, near Tyler, Texas, where
he was confined ten months, when he was exchanged
and sent to New Orleans, and from that city to St.
Louis.
He was given a thirty-day furlough and
ordered to report at Leavenworth, Kansas, where,
A|ril 24, 186.5, he received his honorable discharge.
force.

On his return from the war, the young soldier
resumed his trade, but the hardships of army life had
so undermined his health and strength that he was
compelled to seek a vocation in which he could again
build uji.
Accordingly, he bought a tract of land in
Mission Township, where he continued to be engaged
in 'ts successful agricultural

pursuits until the fall of

and since that time has resided at Topeka.
On first coming to this city Mr. Heil established himself in the seed and supply business, but two years ago
In his political views
retired from active pursuits.
Mr. Heil is a progressive republican and on a number
189.5,

of occasions has served in positions of public trust.
He is a Methodist in his religious belief, and is a
trustee and was on the building committee of the
Lowman Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church. He
is a member and post commander of Lincoln Post
No. 1, G. A. R. During a long and active career, as
sold'er. farmer, business man and citizen, Mr. Heil
has been true to every trust reposed in him, and is
eminently deserving of the esteem and confidence in
wh'ch he is held.
On December 26, 186.5. Mr. Heil was united in marriaee with Miss Susan Cox, dauehter of Samuel Cox,
and to this union seven children have been bom,
Mary, who died in infancy; Ernest K.
namely:
Louis P.; Sheridan and Sherman, twins, both of whom
died in infancy; Mabel L., and Roy Harrison.
;

Philander Hamilton Adams. Ever since the year
1871. members of the Adams family have contributed
to the good citizenship, procrcss and development of
Shnwnee County, their activities having invaded the
fields of atrriculture, merchandising, consulting engiThe
neering, education, religion, and public service.
founder of the family in this state was the late .Jacob
is
Clendenin .Vdams, and at present it
worthily represented at Topeka by Philander H.amilton Adams, who
at this time is the owner of the original homestead, in
addit'on to being a well known business man of the
capital city.

Jacob Clendenin Adams was born in 1823 at Ossian,
York, and when a young man left the Empire
Stnte and turned his face toward the setting sun. His
destination was near Richmond, Indiana, which he
reached after a lone and tedious journey; and there
he was engaged in teaching in the early subscription
schools for several years.
In 1849. he was united in
marr'a^ro with Miss Nancy McCoy Hamilton, of Decatur County. Indiana, a daughter of James Edward
and Jane McCoy Hamilton, who were large land

New

owners.

Not long after that

event, he turned his
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attention to farming, in which he continued to. be sucwhich year
cessfully engaged in Indiana until 1871,
saw his advent in Kansas. By this time, Mr. Adams
was a settled farmer, and when he came to Shawnee
County he had no other idea than to engage in his
worst
adopted calUng. That, however, was one of the
in the agricultural history of Kansas, with a

years

state-wide drouth, a financial panic, and a grasshopper
he could wait
plague, and Mr. Adams concluded that
until conditions were more favorable.
By 1875, matters were again running smoothly, with good crops
and prices booming, and Mr. Adams accordingly purchased 160 acres of fine Kaw River bottom lands, three
miles west of North Topeka, on the lower Silver Lake
road, which property, with tlie exception of a small
tract, has since remained in the family possession, and
now ijelongs to Philander Hamilton Adams, of Topeka.

Clendenin Adams came to Kansas, he still
retained his property in Indiana, and to this he
He died in
returned after a short stay in Kansas.

When Jacob
1881.

He was

the father of eight children, to

whom

he gave the advantage of college education. They are
as follows:
Florence, the wife of George C. Merrill,
professor of mathematics in Andover College, Massachusetts, and later of Washburn College, Kansas.
Philander Hamilton, the subject of this sketch. Mary,
who married Robert B. Steele, of 1634 College Avenue,
Topeka, son of Rev. John A. Steele, first Presbyterian
minister in Toieka. Lillian, the wife of W. W. Mills,
a well known dry goods merchant of Topeka. Luella,
who is the wife of Charles W. Emery, of Philadelphia,
who is a descendant of a New England family.
Arthur Lincoln, consulting hydraulic engineer, an
acknowledsed authority, and otherwise prominent,
now deceased; a graduate of the University of Kansas, who married Mary Gemmell, of a distinguished

Kansas family. Anna Laurie, an exceptionally brilwoman, twin of Arthur L., who married Rev.
William Baird; went to Korea as a missionary with
her husband, and there died, June 9, 1916, leaving
three sons who are attending school in America.
James Edward, a graduate of Washburn College and
Johns Hopkins University, now a missionary in
liant

Korea, who marr'ed for his first wife Nellie Dick,
daughter of a Kansas ]iioneer doctor; she died in
Korea, the mother of three sons and one daughter.
In 1912, he was married to Caroline Babcock, daughter of a familv of prominence and wealth of Neenah,
Wisconsin. To this union, there have been born twO
children, a son and a daughter.
Philander Hamilton Adams was born in Decatur
County, Indiana, in 1852, and there received his early
education
later, he attended college in Michigan.
He left Indiana, with his parents, in 1871, and after
attending school for one year in Kansas, began his
career as a stock dealer, but one year later returned
to Indiana with his parents. In 1875, he again came
to Kansas, this time to reside permanently, and began
farming on the 160-aere farm which had been purchased by his father and on which he continued to
carry on or'crations for a quarter of a century. At
the end of that time, he left his family in their home
at Topeka, and went to New Mexico, where for three
years he was engaged in the cattle business. In 1904
he returned to Topeka, where he has since been identified with the dry goods firm
operating, under the
Mr. Adams has had a
style of the Mills Company.
successful career, as shown in the
he has
prosperity
"
gainecj, as farmer, cattleman, and merchant.
He is a
man of strong character and sound .iudgment, and
likewise known as a good and public-spirited citizen,
and a supporter of beneficial civic movements. Mr.
;
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Adams was married

first to Ada Metsker, of Shawnee
County, a daughter of Judge D. C. Metsker, a pioneer
of Kansas. Mrs. Adams died two years
later, and in
1885 he was married to Nellie Quinton, of Denmark,
Iowa, a singer of some note and daughter of Royal
Bellows and Sarah Hornby Quinton, a most ilistinguished New England family of good old Revolutionary stock and fame. To this latter union there was
born one son, Quinton, who is consulting ele<-trical engineer for the Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing
Company, at New York and San Francisco. He has
"made good" and is held in the highest esteem,
being known as a young man of good morals, high
ideals and aspirations, of unusual ability, backed
by
unlimited energy, and is of great promise.

R. W. Lewis is now serving his second term as sherof Montgomery County. He is a native of Montgomery County, and for many years has had a refutation as a man who does things in a large and efficient
way. That is true of his official career as also of his
business record. Mr. Lewis has some extensive interests as a merchant in Independence, owns a
large
amount of property, and is one of the leading oil producers in that section of the state.
He is an American to the core, and represents a
family that came from England to Virginia prior to
the Revolution.
His grandfather spent his life in
Virginia as a jdanter.
R. W. Lewis was born in Montgomery County, KanHis father is E. T. Lewis, who
sas, January 1, 1875.
was born in Virginia in 1844, and is now living practically retired on a small farm a mile north of Independence. He is a veteran of the Confederate army,
having enlisted from his native state in 1862 and serving until the close of the war. He was in the Shenandoah Valley campaign and also in many of the battles
around Richmond with Lee's army. He was twice
iff

wounded, and once taken a prisoner, but managed to
his escape. After the war he came West, lived in
Jasper County, Missouri, for several years, and in
1871 homesteaded a quarter section in Montgomery
County, Kansas. After locating his claim he returned
to Missouri, where he was married, and at once
brought his bride to the land where he spent many
This farm still
years in clearing and improving.
belongs in the family, and for a number of years has
been in the oil belt, and as late as February, 1916,
two more successful wells were drilled there. E. T.
Lewis is a deacon in the Baptist Church and is a member of Indenendence Lodge, No. 17, Ancient Order
United Workmen.
He was married to Miss Kate
Wright, who was born in Kentucky in 1851. Their
children are: Ida M., wife of Ray Spradling, a resident of Independence; and R. W. Lewis.
Sheriff Lewis grew up in Montgomery County, had
the usual training of a farm boy, and besides the country schools attended high school at Independence. His
years were spent quietly and somewhat uneventfully
on his father's farm until 1898. In May of that year
he enlisted in the famous Twentieth Kansas Regiment
of Volunteers for service in the Spanish-American
war. He went with the regiment to the Philippines
under General Fred Funston, and was with his command in all its engagements in tho.se islands for a year.
He returned with the regiment and was mustered out
and given his honorable discharge in October, 1899.
After this service which made him one of the honored veterans of the Philippine war, he spent two

make

years on the

and

home farm, but since 1901 his operations
have made him a resident of Indepen-

activities

dence.

In that year he engaged

in the grocery busi-
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ncss, anii still has iuterests in tliat line, owning the
store near the Western States Cement I'lant,
a mile southeast of luJependenee and also a grocery
For tlirce
store and a residence on Sycamore Street.
years he was also in the wholesale meat business, but
Mr. Lewis is vice president of the
then sold out.

grwery

Legune Oil Company, and for a number of years has
been one of the iirincipal independent jiroducers in
His projierty interests are e.\tensive and
this section.

He owns ei};hty acres of farm
widely distributed.
lauds a mile .southwest of lnde]>endence, has large
holdings in a plantation in Louisiana, and has a resident property on East Main Street in Independence.
His political afEliations have always been with the
democratic party. In the fall of 1912 he was elected
for his first term as sheriff, taking ofiSce in January,
1913, and was reelected in 1914 for the term beginning in January, 1915. His offices are in the courthouse and he has his home in the building especially
constructed by the county for a sheriff's residence.
Mr. Lewis is a member of the Sheriffs National Association, and other affiliations are with Independence
Lodge, Xo. 780, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks. Lodge No. 69, Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
and Independence Camp of the Modern Woodmen of
America.
In March, 1904, Mr. Lewis married at Cancy, Kansas, Miss Catherine Ellis, daughter of Alexander and
Mary Ellis. Her i)arents now reside at Mr. Lewis'
home near the Western States Cement Plant, and her
father has charge of Mr. Lewis' grocery store there.
To their marriage have been born three children:
Robert Jr., born in 1906 and a student in the public
schools; Thomas, born in 1911; and Mary Beth, born
'

*

1914.

in

S.\MUEL Hummer, by his early settlement and his
wide interests as a land owner and business man, is
one of the sterling pioneers of Kansas whose names
should receive the credit of some record in this
publication.

He was

born near Gettysburg and not far from

the battlefield of that name in Adams
County, Pennsylvania, in 1811. His father, P. H. Hummer, served
as a soldier in the Revolutionary war. Samuel Hum-

mer grew up in Pennsylvania, followed farming there
for a number of years, and in 1868
brought his famOn the 16th of December of
ily out to Kansas.

that year he ate his first meal in the state at the old
Gordon Hotel on East Fourth Street in
Topcka. He
then settled on his farm and from the first
gave
particular attention to the raising of good grades of
livestock.
He was one of the successful men of his
time, and lived a long and useful
life, which came to
its close in 1891 at the
age of eighty.

In 1835 in Pennsylvania he married

To

Anna

Heller.

their

marriage were born five daughters and four
sons, and those who grew to maturity were
Lewis,
Hiram, Isabel, June, Clayton, Ann and "Samuel Jr.
The late Samuel Hummer was a man of
deep religious convictions, and for years was identified with
the Dunkard CTiurch, doing much to maintain that
organization in the early days of Kansas.
In disposition he was jovial .and happy, possessed high
moral character, never u.sed
liquor nor tobacco and
w!ui upright and square in all his
He endealings.
joyed the love and respect of his own family, though
he always maintained strict
discipline in the household.
\V. Hummer,
Adams County,

Cl.iyton

born in

a

.son

of

this pioneer,

was

Pennsylvania, in 1851, and

accompanied the family to Kansas. For many years
he has been a successful farmer, though he started
with practically nothing.
Since then by
hard work and good judgment he has acquired 1,500
acres of land, of which 1,000 acres is under cultivaHe is
tion, and all of it within ten miles of Tojieka.
one of the largest stock raisers in Shawnee County,
raising the Durham, Shorthorn and Hereford cattle.
His home is on rural route No. 3 out of North Topeka.
In 1896 Clayton W. Hummer married Catherine
Copeland ;ind they had two children, Harry Clayton,
who is living, and Anna L., who died in infancy! In
jiolitics Mr. Hummer is a republican.
his career

Seward Allen Jokes. One of the finest printing
establishments of the State of Kansas is that conducted at Topeka by Seward A. Jones and A. D.
Birch, who have been its proprietors since 1915.
Mr. Jones is a practical printer of experience, having gained his training in this direction in the difficult school of newspaper life, and from the time
he reached the age of sixteen years has been identified with type and presses.
In his present business
he is demonstrating the fact that he is a thorough master of every department of printing.
Seward Allen Jones was born March 25, 1869, in
Kaudolph County, Illinois, and is a son of iUexander G. Jones, and a member of a family which
came to America about the time of the American
Kevolution and has always been noted for its patriotism and for the men of prominence which it has
given to the trades and the professions. His grandfather, Gabriel Jones, wa-s a native of Virginia,
who removed from the Old Dominion to Illinois in
1S30, settling in Kandolph County, and subsequently
becoming a man of importance and known wide and
Southern
Illinois.
favorably
throughout
Eight
uncles of Seward AUen Jones (his mother's maiden
name was also Jones) fought in the Civil war, and
three lost their lives while in the service.
Alexander G. Jones began business with Gabriel Jones,
who later became his father-in-law, at the age of
fourteen years, and continued as a merchant until
1912, in which year his wife died and he retired

somewhat from active affairs, now making his home
with his son, Seward A. In spite of the fact that he
nearly seventy-two years of age, he is as active,
both in mind and body, as most men twenty years
his junior, and still acts as a secretary of the
Young Men's Christian Association, in the work of
which he has always taken a heli)ful part.
At the age of sixteen years, after receiving a
))ublic school education, Seward Allen Jones took up
the printing business, which he followed until 1885,
at that time coming to Mitchell County, Kansas,
and establishing the Scottsville News. A short time
later he went to Beloit and bought the Beloit
Weekly Call, which he changed to a daily, and made
it the first daily in Mitchell County as well as the
first in the Sixth Congressional District of Kansas.
This he continued to publish with increasing sucis

developing its advertising and subscription list
large proportions, until 1904, when he sold out
advantage and went to Concordia, there becoming the founder of the Concordia Daily Blade. This
publication he conducted for five years, at the end
of which time he came to Topeka, where, upon the
death of Mr. M. O. Frost, he bought the printing
plant of his estate and soon built up a business
which necessitated his securing larger quarters. Access,

to
to

cordingly, in 19lS| in
Birch, he purchased a

partnership with Mr.

A. D.

new plant and established a
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http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
Maus, was a slaveowner. He

business at No. 923 Kansas Avenue, one of the best
The proprietors have installed modern
in the state.

and are prepared
printing machinery of every kind,
to handle the best grade of work in any line in
printing.

Mr. Jones

who

is

men of Topeka
prosperity assists greatly in
therefore is always willing

one of the business

realizes that

eivie

progress, and
help his community in beneficial enterprises.
In business circles he bears the reputation of being
an honorable and straightforward business man,
while in the printing trade he is recognized as a

business
to

master of the craft.

Jacob E. Maus.
Shawnee County as

One of the

early

settlers

of

one of its prosperous
farmers is Jacob E. Maus, who has additional claims
to consideration, for he is a veteran of the great Civil
war, a survivor of a struggle that brought peace and
prosperity, almost uninterrupted for a half century.
Jacob "e. Maus was born in Carroll County, MaryHis parents were John and
land, June 11, 1844.
Louisa (Erb) Maus; his grandfather was Jacob
Maus, and his great-grandfather was George Maus,
who was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. John
Maus followed the family avocation of farming and
spent his entire life near the Village of Silver Bun,
Maryland, where he died in 1882. Of his family of
children, Jacob E. was the only one to reach maturity.
Jacob E. Maus was afforded far better educational
opportunities than many of his young comrades, attending the Silver Run High School after completing
well

taught school acceptably for some time. In search of
a wider field of effort, in 1863 Mr. Maus went to
LaFayette, Indiana, and in that city, on January 15,
1864, enlisted for service in the Union army, becoming
a member of Company L, Fifth Indiana Cavalry,
which numerically became the Ninetieth. Mr. Maus'
regiment reached the front in time to join General
Sherman 's army on its campaign to Atlanta, the first
battle in wliich he participated being Resaca, following which he was almost continually under fire until
the fall of Atlanta. After the capture of that city his
command was ordered back to Nashville, under Gen.
George H. Thomas, and from that time until his discharge Mr. Maus was engaged in what may be called

duty

— suppressing

lawlessness

and

ar-

His honorable discharge and musresting guerillas.
tering out took place September 25, 1865, at Indianapolis, Indiana.
After his military life was over, Mr. Maus returned
to his old liome in Maryland and resided there until
He bought a
April, 1869, when he came to Kansas.
small place containing thirty acres, in Mission Town-

Shawnee County, on which he built a stone
dwelling and a barn and lived there with his family
until 1885, when he purchased his present place in
Mission Township and has continued here ever since.
He has prospered during the many years that he has
been a resident of the county and has done his part in
assisting in the substantial development of this secship,

tion.

In Maryland, August 30, 1868, Mr. Maus was
united in marriage with Emma E. Clark, who died
in 1883.
They became the parents of the following
children:
Cora, Frank, James, Charles, George, William, .John and Chester Arthur, of whom Cora and
George are now deceased.
In politics Mr. Maus is a republican but the earlier
generations were democrats. One of his uncles, Jacob
Vol.

IV— 2

his

life

through

with efficiency and good results. He has always been
willing to co-operate with his neighbors in the furthering of practical local improvements and personally has been a generous and benevolent man. He has
long been a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
When Mr. Maus first came to Shawnee County, the
whole country was one vast prairie, an oasis here and
there indicating where a courageous pioneer like himself had made a settlement.

as

his course in the district schools, and after satisfactorily passing examination ior a teacher 's certificate,

constabulary

lost

accident, in 1860.
Although Mr. Maus has never
been a seeker for political honors, he has accepted the
responsibilities of office when his fellow citizens have
called upon him and has served in many local ])ositions

Marvin- Fredekick Truby is one of the younger
are supplying their enterprise in the fiehls of
oil production at Independence.
Independence is his native birthplace, where he was
born February 19, 1891.
He attended the jiublic

men who

there and the Montgomery County High
School, and completed tlie sophomore year in the Kansas State University. Leaving college in 1910, he has
since been in the oil business and has producing wells
both in Kansas and in Oklahoma. He resides at 217
North Second Street. Mr. Truby is a member of the
schools

Episcopal Church and politically is an independent
democrat.
Fraternally he is a member of the Phi
Gamma Delta Greek letter fraternity, and of Independent Lodge, No. 780, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks. He is also a member of the Independence Country Club.
His parents are Marvin L. and Minnie M. (Bishop)
Truby, who live in their attractive home at 217 North
Second Street in Independence. The senior Mr. Truby
is an oil and gas producer and is a member of several

companies operating in the Kansas and Oklahoma

He also conducts a jewelry establishment at
106 North Penn Avenue.

fields.

Andkev Abraham Potter.

Genius knows no race

Watered by opportunity

it flowers in any
conditions.
Among the notably
efficient men who make up the faculty of the Kansas
State Agricultural College, at Manhattan, particular
attention may be directed to Prof. Audrey Abraham
Potter because of the achievements which already
crown his comparatively short life. As dean of the
division of engineering and director of the engineering experiment station, of the Kansas State Agricultural College, he qualifies as an expert in his
profession, his recognized standing in which has

nor land.

clime and under

all

been signally pronounced upon by his appointment
on important national boards and committees.
Audrey Abraham Potter was born at Vilua, Russia,
August 5, 1882, and is a sou of Gregor and Rivza
At the age of fifteen years he
Pelonsky) Potter.
came to the United States and in this country secured all his technical training. From the Massachusetts Institute of Technology he received his degree
of S. B., in 1903, aud in the summer session of 1908
he took a post graduate course in Columbia UniverFrom 1903 to 1905 his activities gave him
sity.
[iractical experience in steam turbine construction
while in the employ of the General Electric Company
Further practical engiat Schenectady, New York.
neering experience was gained with the General
Electric Company at Lynn, and in consulting work
in connection with the gas and natural oil fields, oil
engines, jiower plant economies, numicipal and pri{

vate

.steam-electric

and

gas-electric

power

jdants,

»
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continuing from 1905 to 1915. Additionally, from
1905 to 1910, Professor Potter was assistant professor in mechanical engineering and from 1910 to
1913 professor of mechanical engineering iu the
Kansas State Agricultural College, after which, until April, 1914, he was acting dean of the division
of engineering and acting director of the engineering
experiment station, s^iiice then he has been dean of
the engineering division, director of the engineering
experiment station and professor of steam and gas
engineering. Hence, for eleven years he has been
identified with this institution, working faithfully
for its progress and rejoicing in every advance made.
Professor Potter is a man of versatile talent. His
studies have been mainly directed along the line
which natural talents indicated but he is thoroughly
educated in other directions than the one he has
found most congenial. As an author in the line of
his profession, he has to his credit some fifty signed
articles which have been published in such standard
journals as Power, the Electrical World and the Coal
Age, and other published articles on such subjects
as: fuels, gas producers, steam and gas engines,
steam turbines, power plant auxiliaries and power
plant economics. He is responsible for about twelve
bulletins on various phases of engineering research,
all these papers being seasonable and scientific and
demonstrating the thoroughness of his knowledge
and the enthusiasm with which he has grappled
with this difficult subject. Mr. Potter is also the
author of a book, "Form Motors," which deals in
the main with heat engines, concerning which it is
3 liberal education. On many occasions he has read
and presented papers at meetings of the Land Grant
College Engineering Association, the Society for the
Promotion of Engineering Education (of which organization he is a member of the council, being secretary also of the former), the National Association
of Stationary Engineers (of which he is an honorary
member) the Kansas Local Engineering and Scientific Societies (of which he is a member), the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and other
He has
professional and scientific organizations.
issued a valuable bulletin on boiler room economics
in connection with Kansas State Agricultural College Engineering Experiment Station. These bulletins, scientific as they are, are invaluable to the profession and add much to the sum of general knowledge. Thirty-four years seems a very short period
,

J

which to have accumulated the positive knowledge
that these and other writings of Professor Potter
make manifest.
In 1906 Mr. Potter was united in marriage with
Miss Eva Burtner, who was born in Kansas, and
they have two children: .Tames Gregor and Helen,
aged respectively nine and five years. Mr. Potter is
identified with the Masonic fraternity and belongs
to several college honorary fraternities, including the
Sigma Tau Engineering fraternity and the Phi
Kappa Phi.

in

John M. Leeper.

One of the very successful conJohn M. Leeper, who when a
young man learned the trade of brick mason, and
on that trade as a foundation has built up a largo
tractors at

Topeka

bii-lne<i«

lir'rk

in

is

cimtrMitlnc and the services of

his

organization has entered into the constniction of
several of the most conspicuous public buildings in
the state. He is a native of Kansas and was born
in Lyon County, September 6, 1872, when that
section of the state was still well out on the fron-

His parents were Samuel S. and Elizabeth 0.
(Morey) Leeper. His father was born in Ohio,
came to Kansas in 1870, settling in Lyon County,
homestcaded a quarter section of land, and lived
there as a farmer until his death, which resulted
from his being thrown from a horse. His widow,
who is now living at Topeka, was born in Iowa, the
daughter of Benjamin M. Morey.
John JL Leeper received his early education in
the district schools of Lyon County. While there

tier.

he learned the trade of brick layer, followed

it

as a

journeyman for a time, and then began taking conFor a number
tracts as an independent builder.
of years his home and business interests has been
in Topeka. To mention only a few of the important
contracts he has handled, he put in the brick work
for the Memorial Building, for the state printing
plant, for the Warren M. Crosby Dry Goods Building, for the Young Men's Christian Association
Building, the Palace Clothing Company Building,
and the Mrs. Warren M. Crosby Office Building,
all of which are conspicuous structures in the business district of Topeka. He also had the contract
for the Manual Training School at Pittsburg, Kansas, and the State Science Building at Emporia, besides a number of structures he has erected for the
Wells Fargo Company Express and the Santa Fe

Railway Company.

Another important branch

of

handling automobiles, automobile repair and supplies. This plant is located
at 1113-19 West Sixth Street and is known as the
He has a thoroughly
Palace Auto Company.
equipped establishment, and handles the Paige, Hupmobile and Chevrolet cara. His o\vn attractive residence is at 601 Clay Street.
On October 1, 1894, at Topeka, Mr. Leeper married Miss Jestine Brown, who was born in Shawnee County, Kansas. They are the parents of five
children:
Mildred J., who was born at Topeka,
August 22, 1895, and is the wife of Lowell Hoatson,
a bookkeeper at Topeka: Dorothy B., born at Topeka June 4, 1897; Helen E., born December 4,
1901; Mary B., born at Topeka June 21, 190,'5; and
John Milton, Jr., the youngest of the family, born
Jnnunrv 7. 191^. ^fr. Lpc-er is a th'rtv-second degree

his business activities

Scottish Rite and

is

Knight Templar York Rite Mason,
and is a

also affiliated with the Mystic Shrine,
member of the Topeka Commercial Club.
is

Aaron B. Perine. One of

the few remaining of the

old pioneers of Kansas. A.nron B. Perine, of Toneka,
came to this state sixty-three years ago, and has been
a permanent resident of Kansas since 1854, except
In the
for the two years he was out of the state.
early days he was engaged in work among the Indians
for the Government, later turned his attention to the

lilacksmithing trade, and for many years now has
been at the head of the successful Perine Plow Works.
He was born at Dans%nlle. Livingston County, New
York. Mav 4, 18.36. and is a son of John W. and
Mariett (Ingalls) Perine.
Daniel Perrin (as the name was then spelled) was
one of the Hugiienots who fled from persecution from
France, finally seeking refuge in .Vmerica. On ship-

board he met Maria Thorel, who later became his wife,
and Aaron B. Perine is a direct descendant of these
immigrants. His grandfather, William Perine, served
eight years under Gen. George Washington in the
Rcvolntionary war and attained the rank of captaia.
His father, .John W. Perine, was a tanner by tmde
(then called the tan currier trade), and for the most

a

r^
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part he and his wife passed their lives
Connty, New York.
Aaron B. Ferine passed his boyhood and youth in
several counties of New York and received but a limited education as a lad, his father having died when
he was but ten years old. His youthful energies were
devoted to learning the blacksmith's trade, which he
followed for a time in New York, and in October,
1854, when eighteen years old, came to Kansas for a
short stay and for nine months was a resident of
In order to encourage settlement, the
Lawrence.
authorities of Lawrence offered a city lot to anyone
remaining in the town through the winter, and thus
young Ferine came into possession of a piece of town
to
property. However, at that time he did not desire
remain in the new and sparsely settled community,
and he therefore sold his title to his lot and in June,
1855, with the small amount of money thus secured
and what he had been able to accumulate through
helping to lay out the City of Lawrence, he returned
to New York. Not long thereafter he again left the
Empire State and went to Rockford, Illinois, then

to Rochester, Minnesota, later to Joliet, Illinois, and
then to Janesville, Wisconsin, finally settling at Iowa
From the latter place, in July, 1857, he
City, Iowa.
again came to Kansas. He first located in Topeka,
working at his trade in a shop located where Second
and Jackson streets are now situated, and subsequently ha\ang a shop of his own at No. 426 Jackson
He then entered the employ of the United
Street.

States Government as a mechanic under William Ross
for the Pottawatomie Indians, and later under C. C.
Hutchinson for the Sacs and Foxes. In this capacity
he made many smoking tomahawks, shoed ponies and
His third
did other work connected with his trade.
shop was on Kansas Avenue, Topeka, where the Warren M. Crosby store is now located, and in this venture had as a partner Charles O. Knowles, to whom
he later sold his interest in the business. When again
ready to embark in business on his own account, he
Theatre,
Hip
opened a shop where now stands the
on Eighth Street, and it was at this time that he began
manufacturing plows, a business in which he has since
been engaged with ever-increasing success. The lastnamed establishment was sold to Dwight Thatcher,
who was state printer at that time, and since then
Mr. Ferine has been located at his present place of
His associates in busibusiness, 809 Quincy Street.
ness are his two sons, and the firm has an excellent
reputation in commercial and industrial circles of
Topeka. Mr. Ferine is a citizen who has not failed
in discharging his responsibilities, and who still takes
an active interest in civic matters. Although he has
reached an age where most men are willing to retire,
he still has an energetic body and a clear mind which
will not allow him to transfer wholly the duties of
the business to younger shoulders and intellects.
'

Mr. Ferine was married
E. Bodwell, and they have
Emma G., who is deceased
of Seattle, Washington;
Mrs. Samuel P. Erwin;

;

'

' '

6, 1862, to Miss Mary
bad nine children, namely:
Frederick James, a printer
Clara Naomi, who is now

May

Fannie, who

is

deceased;

Louise, who is deceased
Raymond
Loring Lewis
Charles; John William; and Sherman Bodwell. Mrs.
Ferine is a daughter of Anson G. Bodwell and Elizabeth (Ives) Bodwell, who were among the earliest
settlers of Kansas and prominent in the work of the
Underground Railroad during the border warfare
;

;

period that preceded the Civil war.
Mr. Ferine has been an interested reader of the
Scriptures for many years and believes the present
war is the beginning of the great time of trouble

1719

as foretold by the ancient Frophet Daniel. He thinks
this will result in the complete overthrow of the
present order of things throughout the world, and
then Christ's Kingdom will be established upon
earth and cover the whole world as the waters
does the sea and it will be an Everlasting Kingdom
and the Joy of aU People.
Then the human race that have gone down in death
will be raised again and with those still living will
be given knowledge and ability to comply with all
the conditions necessary to come back to perfection
of being as Adam was before the fall aild they will
become lords of the earth as he was and have eternal
life in the earthly phase of God's Kingdom where His
will will be done the same as it is done in Heaven.
Those refusing to comply with these conditions will
die the second death, which means they will become
as though they never had been.
Anson Green Bodwell, father of Mrs. Ferine, was
born at Simsbury, Connecticut, June 3, 1801, a son
of James and Susannah (Humphrey) Bodwell, and a
grandson of Benjamin and Mary (Woodbridge) Bodwell. Mr. Bodwell married Miss Elizabeth Ives, October 1, 1826, who died at Topeka, Kansas, February
1885, Mr. Bodwell surviving until April 4, 1892,
in New York, he having reached the
remarkable age of nearly ninety-one years. Both have
their final resting place at Farmington, Connecticut.
They were the parents of ten children, of whom eight
grew to maturity, but of whom but two, Mrs. Ferine
and Mrs. Emeline Stagg, also of Topeka, are now
Mr. Bodwell, who was a furniture maker by
living.
I.'!,

when he died

vocation, came to Kansas in 1857, his family follovring
him in the following year,' except his two sons, Lewis
and Sherman (the latter a soldier of the Union during
the Civil war), who came to this state in 1856. There
was nothing especially noteworthy in the career of
Mr. Bodwell beyond the fact that he was eminently
honest, consistently industrious and greatly respected
because of the possession of sterling qualities of mind
and heart. In later years, Mr. Bodwell was a man of
venerable appearance, and his memory is yet kept
green in the minds of the few remaining old settlers
who live at and about Topeka and who shared with
him the privileges of assisting the city in its early
and later years of development.

William Bell, a

resident of Topeka for
thirty years, has built up a business and
reputation as a buyer and dealer in horses which is
by no means confined to the State of Kansas. His
operations extend practically over the entire country.
He has been a prominent exporter to foreign
JA1IE.S

more than

markets.

James William Bell was boru in Greenbrier County
what is now West Virginia but was then VirThe Bell family goes back
ginia, December 18, 1854.
in

to Scotch-Irish antecedents and the first of the name
came to Virginia in colonial times. David Henderson Bell, father of James William Bell, was born at
Rockbridge, Virginia, in 1818, and when a young
man removed to Greenbrier County in what was then

the western part of the Old Dominion. Acquiring a
large tract of land in that rugged region, he farmed
and raised stock on an extensive scale.
For the pursuits of his mature years James
William Bell had the equivalent of a liberal literary
Most of his education was acquired in a
training.
school and under a prominent educator. This educator was Doctor Maoalhauey and th(^ school was known
Outside of school his other
as Louisburg Academy.
experiences as a young man comprised much work on
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tlio lionie

fiirin, anil lio

also eiitered a store

l)oloirj;iiig

After several years of elerioal ex|>i'rieiiee lie reinoveil to llieliiiioinl, Kentui-k_v, where he
was i<leiitilieil for several years with a hnge inereaiihis

to

iineli'.

house, ami then estalilished a niereantile business
of his own.
During his I'areer as a merchant Mr.
Hell aiM|uireii soliil and suhstantial suceess.
It was for reasons of ill health due to the eonnature of his liusiness that he (inally sold
lininj:
tile

his interests in Kentucky and in 1885 sought reciijieraHis health was <iuickly restored in
tion in To|.eka.
this invigorating atmosphere, and in the meantime

he had lavome so fond of the city that he concluded
Here he met and
to remain there permanently.
married the laily of his choice, a Mrs. Annie Hellc
Murray. At lirs't he was in the real estate, loan and
insurance husini'ss, hut at the same time liecame
This
intirested as a dealer in horses and mules.
latter liriuich of the liusiness was the liasis of the
activities which have constituted his real success

Kansas.
Mr. Bell soon confined himself to the huyiny; of
These
high da.ss coach, driving and harness horses.
horses he ship]ieil to all parts of the United States,
Mexico and t'aiiada, and also bought e.\tensivcly for
After the aut-omobile came into general use
export.
and displaced to a large degree the great demand for
eoaili horses, he turned his attention to draft anil
He has also bought e.xtensively all
express horses.
elas.'ies of war horses for artillery, cavalry and other
branches of the service. He is a recognized authority
ou every phase of the hor.se business and has had
during his thirty years of experience some unusual
He and Mr. W. .\. Oil
incidents and achievements.
Christ
his partner bought a span of dappled gray
draft hors<'S who at the age of five years weighed
In a few months they increased the weight
2,8B(i.
of these animals to 4,14(1. While the purchase jirice
was $2110 each, the pair were soon afterwards sold at
in

:i.-i

auction for

$'2,0.50.

One of the most picturesque careers
L. Bloo.v.
the mid-contiiient oil and gas fields has been that
of Camden L. Hloom of Independence. By an unusual
capacity for hard labor and by a foresight seasoned by
long anil active experience he made one large fortune,
which w:i.s swept away in the p.anie of 1907. With a
few dollars realized by mortgaging his home, he made
n new start, and today his operations and luildings
would coii-ititute another modest fortune at least.
('.

in

His

life

began

in

Clearfield County, Pennsylvania,

His people, the Blooms, came from
14, ISfiH.
(ierniany to I'cnnsylvania about the time of the Hcvo-

March

His father was A. W. Bloom, who was long
lution.
and prominently known in Kansas and died at IndeHe was born in t'learCeld
)ieni|eiice .\ugiist 24, lOiii).
County, reiinsylvania, in 18:!7, and in that state he
followed farming, though his chief business for a number of years centered in the rafting of extensive quantities of liemlock and white pine down the Susi|iielianna
In 1877 he moved his family to Fulton County,
Hiver.
Indiana, and three years later to Bollinger County,
In 1HK4 he made his next ste|i toward the
Missouri.
West, settling in Linn (Jounty, Kansas, and thereafter
From
confining his attention entirely to farming.
Linn County he moved to Miami County, Kansas, and
from there to Independence, where he lived retired
He was a democrat in politics. A. W.
until his death.
Bloom married Rebecca M.'icCracken, who was born in
Hearfielil County, I'ennsylvania, in lS4:i, and is now
living in Independence in the home her son has provided.
Their children were:
Knoch, who died in in-

fancy; Minta, who died in Kansas City, Kansas, at
the .-ige of fifty -two, the wife of A. P. Stevens, who has
charge of the car building department of the Frisco
Railroad shops at Kausas City, Kansas; Harry, a
farmer in Anderson County, Kansas; Camden L.
Hetta, wife of J. E. Coeus, of Independence, who is
field manager for the Consolidated Gas, Oil & Manu;

facturing

Company and who

acquired

all his

knowledge

of the oil business and has profited well by the
instruction gained from Mr. C. L. Bloom; Grace, who
lives at home with her mother; Maud, wife of II. P.
Koiise, a merchant at Fredonia, Kansas; Lum P., an
oil well driller at Wayside,, Kansas; Do.ssa, at home

with his mother.
No doubt a considerable jiart of Mr. Bloom 's success can be as<-ribed to the fact that he is a thoroughly
of the oil business, and
liiactieal man in all phases
knew the industry in a technical and many sided w.ay
before he reached .a position where he commanded the
operations and activities of large capital and many
men. In his sixteenth year he began for himself as a
While thus emjiloyed he first became
tool dresser.
familiar with the methods and requirements of deep
About that time he became .acquainted
well boring.
with one of the officers of the Western Security Comin
pany, which at that time had its headquarters
This company sent him to take
Ottawa, Kansas.
charge of a ranch in Linn County, Kansas, known as
the Blue Grass Farm, where .some very fine blooded
He acquitted himself
horses and cattle were raised.
accreditably iluring the three years he managed that,
and then on account of ill health he resigned and
traveling on horseback took a bunch of cattle to the
Ozark Mountains, and made a living by trading for a
numlier of months until his health was fully restored.
In 1887 Mr. Bloom formed a co|iartnership with
A. P. McBride under the firm name of McBride &
Bloom. Mr. Bloom was still under .age, but both he
and his partner had the jiliysical stamina and the
resourcefulness which jirompted them to t«ake contr.act.s
involving very heavy respon.sibilities. They were the
pioneer contractors in the develojiment work in the
natural gas field of Miami County. Kansas, where the
first uatur;il gas agitation in the state was begun.

With few exceptions they drilled in all the wells there,
and Mr. Bloom had complete charge of the field work
of the firm.

In the early '90s, the firm drilled in the

two wells in the Neodesha section. That started
the development of a very ]irofitable oil and gas field.
The firm 's corporations were then extended to (,'offeyville, where they aeeejited a jiroposition to supply
that city with natural gas. They constructed
]dant,
piped the town and made a success of that as jiractiIn
cally every other of their important undertakings.
189:5 the attention of Mr. Bloom and his jiartner was
attracted to the City of Independence, and he took a
prominent part in the Independence Oil and Gas ComIt was here that his abilities as an org;inizer
jiany.
had their first real o]iportuuity. He began developing
and obtaining control of great holdings of gas and oil
first

.-i

lands that eventually brought their com]iany to a jiosition among the strongest fin.-incial institutions of the
state.
Not only did the firm place the Independence
Ga.s Company on a high plane of efficiency so far as
jiroduction was concerned, but they also led in the
movement to secure- to Independence the proper fruit
of these great natural re.sources by attracting great
industrial establi.shments for the utilization of the
great volume of gas produced there. In this cani]iaign
for industrial building Mr. Bloom "s broad minded
judgment and public spirit contributed an inestimable
value to the city, and his services have always been
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ajuireciated by those who really understaiul
t'oundation upon which the jirosperity of Independence rests. The tirm of McBride & Bloom was
chiefly responsible for the jjrpat oil development sur-

i-omiiany started operations with these leases negotiated by Mr. Bloom, and through the
subsequent development the Montgomery County field jiroduced more
gas than any other field in the mid-continent.

rounding Independence, and though Mr. Bloom 's interests have been widely clivcrsified he has always been

Mr. Bloom is an honored member of the
Independence Commercial Club, and is affiliated with the
No.
following orders:
Lodge
780, Protective and
Benevolent Order of Elks; Lodge No. 1, Woodmen of
the World Camp No. 649, Modern Woodmen of America; Lodge No. 17, Ancient Order United Workmen;
the United Commercial Travelers; the
Knights of the
Maccabees. Politically he is independent.
For his first wife Mr. Bloom married in Bollinger
County, Missouri, Miss Bosa B. Vance. Her father,
A. J. Vance, was an attorney and also was extensively
engaged in mercantile business. His daughter Rosa
thus grew up in a home of comfort, was given a liberal education and was a highly cultured woman.
Mr. Bloom himself started life with very little schooling, and he has always confessed a great debt to the

higlily

the

especially loyal to the city of his choice.
For fifteen years he was president of the Consolidated Gas, Oil & Manufacturing Company, was second
vice president of the Commercial National Bank of
Independence and a director and stockholder in a numThe partnership of McBride &
ber of corporations.
Bloom existed for sixteen years. Among other operations they drilled wells throughout Kansas, Indian

Territory, Missouri and Texas.
Though easily one of the wealthiest

men

of the

Mr. Bloom always kept his wealtli tied up in a
multitude of enterprises and investments, and thus it
was wlicn the jianic of 1907 swept over the country he
was unable to realize quickly enough and soon found
his fortune swept away, leaving him in debt to the
extent of about $125,000. He was at that time forty
years of age. He spent little time in lamenting what
could not be helped and was quickly in the harness
seeking to retrieve his losses. Throughout that jieriod
of depression Mr. Bloom credits much to the sustainThey morting influence and devotion of his wife.
gaged their little home, raised $500, and with that he
made a new start, and already he has not only cleared
up all his indebtedness but is making rajiid progress
As a contractor he is now
for the second fortune.
running five strings of tools, four of them in Montgomery County and one in Uvalde County, Texas. In
that section of Southwestern Texas he has taken leases
on .50,000 acres, and only recently l)rouglit in the first
well with a good proilnction. For a year he had two
men pros|iecting over Texas, and finally began operations in Uvalde County, where the prospects favor the
development of a very extensive field. The Uvalde oil
is of a twenty-four gravity.
At one time Mr. Bloom owne<l very extensive holdings in farm lands in southern Kansas, but has sold
state,

He owns a fine residence at 500
that ]iroperty.
Ma]]le Street and has other residence property in the
all

Aggienette Arlilition to Independence. Another piece
of property owned by him is an entire city square at
the corner of First and Po|ilar streets, one of the most
desirable locations in Independence.
While helping
liimself he has always endeavored to help others.
Several years ago he laid out an eighty-acre addition
known as the Bloom Addition, which he sohl on the
easy payment plan to clerks and salaried people to
furnish them O]i]iortunity to own homes of their own.
Mr. Bloom is associated with the Roth-Truby-Guernhe has himself
.sey Company, a co])artnership, and
taken all the leases which constitute the holdings of
that com]iany. Under these auspices he developed and
made a success of a gas field which had ]ireviou.sly
been given up by the Kansas Natural Gas Company.
He has been manager since the inception of the Helen
Oil

Company,

Oklalionja.

wliich

owns holdings

in

Nowata County,

and the company was named

his daughter.
Cras Comiiany,

He

is

manager of

the

in

Bloom

honor of
Oil

and

which has its holdings in Labette and
Montgomery counties, Kansas, and this company has
already progressed to the )ioint of shipping oil. He
is manager of a number of other concerns, and in
every
sense of the term is a man of large affairs. It was
Mr. Bloom who approximateil and closed the deal with
IJ.
M. Snyder for 75,000 acres of gas rights, which
were the nucleus of the great holdings afterwiirds
That
ac(|uired by the Kansas Natural Gas Company.

;

influence of his first wife, to whose finely developed

mind and character he owes not a

little of his own
education. He also educated himself by constant association with the best people since his business undertakings have brought him in contact with the leaders
of business all over the country. Mrs. Bloom died in
1892. On October 10, 1895, in Kansas City, Missouri,
Mr. Bloom married Mrs. Anna Belle (Spaulding)
Steele.
Her father, A. T. Spaulding, is a retired
farmer now living with Mr. and Mrs. Bloom. Mr.
Bloom showed not less wisdom in the choice of his
second wife, who stood by him loyally in his time of
adversity, and by advice and practical assistance has

enabled him to establish his financial standing. Mr.
and Mrs. Bloom have one child, Helen, who was born
October 6, 1899, and is now a sophomore in tlie Mont-

gomery County High School.

Albert

For seventeen years Albert
connected with the Department
of Instruction in the Kansas State Agricultural ColDickens

Dickens.

has

been

Manhattan, and as professor of horticulture
a recognized autliority in that field, not only in
Kansas Init tlirougiiout the Middle West.
Though not liorn in Kansas, Mr. Dickens has lived
in the state for the past forty years and is thoroughly familiar with its general agricultural condilege at
is

and its people. He was born at Anoka, Anoka
County, Minnesota, October 24, 1867. When he was
nine years of age his parents came to Kansas and in
1876 settled on a farm near Sterling, Rice County,
where they were juoneers.
William and Sarah
(Ridge) Dickens, his parents, were natives of Englauil.
They came when young with their respective
jiarents to the United States.
They were identified
during their early married life with the northwestern
frontier in Minnesota and afterwards were industrious and capable farmers in Rice County, Kansas.
Reared on a farm, Albert Dickens had to make
the best of his advantages, limited as they were. An
older sister gave him much encouragement and assistance in his studies as a boy, and he also atfeniled the country schools.
After an examination
lie entered the Kansas State Agricultural College in
1890, and was graduated Bachelor of
.lanuary,
Science in 1893.
Mr. Dickens has been connected
with some form of educational work for nearly a
He taught in the public
(piarter of a century.
schools and at the .same time carried on graduate
sfiiilies in
the Kansas State Agricultural College.
Ill
1901 that institution awarded him the degree
tions

.Master of Science.
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lu 1S99 lie WHS made an instructor in the Kansas
State Agricultural College, being assistant in horticulture.
Sinre 1901 he has hold the chair of horticulture and has been head of the department in the
Ho is widely known among the fruit men
college.
of this state, and has made hiR de|mrtnient a valuable co-operating factor to the individual fruit
growers.
He is a member of the .\merican Pomological Society, the Society of ITorticiiltiir.'il Science, and tlie
Kansas State IlorticulturMl ."society. He belongs to
the fraternities I'hi Kappa Phi and Alpha Zeta, and
is active as a Mason, being jiast master of his lodge
and also a member of the Royal Arch. In 1898 he
married Bertha Kimball, who is also a graduate of
the Kansas State Agricultural College. Their children are: Klizabeth, William, Richard K. and John
B. Dickens.

Edwin H. Litton.

Kver since its arrival in Amersome 250 years ago, the Lupton family has been
identified with the opening up of new sections of
this country. The earliest American progenitor was
a pioneer of New England; later members were
early settlers of Ohio, Michigan and Iowa, and the
ica,

representative of the family, Edwin H.
Lupton, has been one of the foremost factors in
encouraging settlement and development in certain
parts of Kansas, particularly in Sheridan County,
where he has large interests. Tn addition to being
an extensive rronertv owner, Mr. Lupton is president of the Bank Savings Life Insurance Company
of ToT>eka. Kansas, is one of the leading real estate
dealiTB of Hoxie and has been the medium through
which some large transactions have been consummated.
Edwin R. Lupton was born in Muscatine County,
Iowa, in 18.58, and came to Kansas in 1886 from
Nebraska, where he hod located in 1880. He is a
son of William C. Lupton, a native of Ohio, and a
grandson of Cidcon Lupton, who was born in VirThe familv is of Quaker descent, and its
ginia.
members have always conformed to the beliefs of
that creed.
Gideon Lupton was one of the very
early settlers of Ohio, and subsequently became a
pioneer of Michigan, where he spent the Inst vrars
of his life in agricultural pursuits and died.
His
Bon. William Cnrr Lupton, was born in
Ohio, and
in IR.I^ located in Muscatine County, Iowa, when
that part of the country was still new.
Later he
boneht considernble propertv in Ronton Countv,
in the same state, and moved to this land in
IS.'iO,

present

there passing the rest of his life in farming venAs an illustration of the increase in land
values, it may be noted that this propertv was
boupht bv Mr. Lupton at !*1.2.') per acre, and is now
worth *?on an acre Mr. Lupton was a man of hieh
moral character, whose word could alwavs be relied
upon, and who, in his dnilv life, exemplified the
teaching* of the Societv of Friends. He was a good
tures.

citiren,

Bur>porting all public-spirited movements,
was hold in the hitjhost esteem in his com-

and
munitv.

He

married Miss

Emma

Walker, daughter

of .lohn Walker, an Enplishman, and thev became
the parents of eight children, of whom three are
now living: Oideon. who is a ranchman near Sheridan, Wvoming: May, who is Mrs. C. H. Brown, and
also lives near Sheridan,

Wyoming: and Edwin H.
Edwin H. Lupton was educated in the public
schools of Towa, and was twenty-two vears of age
when he went to Western Nebraska. There he was
employed at various occupations, seeking one

in

which he could get a real start
p:il

vocation

being

that

of

in life, his princi-

freighter

between

the

most important towns of the locality at that time,
St. Paul, Kearney, Grand Island and
viz.:
Loup
When he gave up freighting, Mr. Lupton
City.
entered the employ of C. J. Burke, a hardware dealer
of Kearney, and after spending several j-ears as a
clerk was admitted to partnership when he bought
a half interest on credit. He remained in this line
for two years and three months, and in 1886 disposed of his interests and came to Kansas, locating
at Hoxie, the county seat of Sheridan County. With
his small capital, laboriously accumulated during
his years as clerk and hardware merchant, he began
business as a banker and loan agent, but soon disposed of that business to enter in the more promising, and, as it turned out, more profitable one of
real estate and insurance, for which Mr. Lupton
seemed to have a veritable genius. During a period
of thirty years in which he has been engaged in
this business he has accumulated 7,000 acres of fine
Western Kansas land, but it is his well taken contention that he is not only an accumulator, but a
producer and developer as well. He is one of the
most extensive farmers in Western Kansas, where
he had 1,200 acres in wheat, 800 acres in grain, and
other larae tracts devoted to produce, and has the
greatest faith in his part of the state, believing that
any man with good health and the spirit of industry
can ninlrp n success.
That he is a skilled farmer
is shown in the fact that on his special farm of
forty acres, located at Hoxie, he sowed wheat in
1914, 1915 and 1916, and secured a yield of ninetyseven bushels per acre, or above thirty-two bushels
He has had some remarkable
per acre per year.
earnings from some of his Sheridan County lands,
an illustration of which statement is found in the
fact that he has received 6 per cent on a value of
$250 per acre on land that cost him $4.07 per acre.
One of the things that he has the greatest faith in
is the value of irrigation, and recently he negotiated a loan of $40,000 for an irrigation plant at
Scott City. Mr. Lupton inherits many of the sterling qualities of his Quaker forebears, comes of a
strictly temperance family, and is himself a total
abstainer, having never, touched a ilrink of alcoholic beverage in his life. His reputation in business
circles of both Sheridan County and Topeka is an
excellent one, and as a citizen he has done much to
aid in the development, material and civic, of the
state of his adoption.
Mr. Lupton was married in 1895 to Miss Clara B.
Lytle, of Wadsworth, Ohio, a member of a family
To this
well and favorably known at that place.
union there have been born two sons and two daughters:

Margaret, Edwin H.,

.Ir.,

and Claribel, who

are graduates of the State University: and Elmer,
who entered high school in 1916 at Topeka.

David 0. Crane. Of the men who have served
Topeka in official capacities of importance and
more fairly a reputaresponsibility, few have won
tion for fidelity than has David O. Crane, since 1884
In the
suiierintendent' of the Topeka Cemetery.
of
thirty-two years that he has been the incumbent
this oflSce he has labored efficiently and conscientiously
to discharge its duties in a reverent and honorable
way, and the mere fact that he has held his office
suflicient evidence
of the quality of his ability and the worth of his

during such a long period should be
service.

Mr. Crane was born at Eaaton, Pennsylvania, Feb-
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ruary 12, 1842, and is a son of Franklin L.
Mary Elizabeth (Howell) Crane. His father was
born at East Windsor, Connecticut, January 10, 1808,
and was a veteran of the Civil war, through which
struggle he fought as a private of Company E.,
Eleventh Regiment, Kansas Volunteer Infantry.
Franklin L. Crane, Jr., a brother of David O. Crane,
was a private in that same war, being identified vrith
Company G., Second Regiment, Kansas Volunteer
for
Infantry. Doubtless father and sou who fought
the Union inherited their patriotic military tendency,
for David Crane, the grandfather of David O., was a
soldier of the Continental line during the War of the
American Revolution.
David Orville Crane received

his educational training in the |iublic schools of Easton, Pennsylvania,
and Dobbs Ferry, New York, at which latter place
The year 1858 saw his
he resided for four years.
advent in Topeka, where he attended school during
that winter, and then started to prepare himself for
his career as an apprentice to the printer's trade,
under the teaching of J. P. Cummings, at that time
He was so
proprietor of the Topeka Tribune.
engaged when men's minds were turned from their
personal affairs to the great issues that were affecting

the country, and May 14, 1861, enlisted from Shawnee
County, in the three months service, as a musician,
'

Company A, Second Regiment, Kansas Volunteer
Infantry, under Capt. Leonard W. Home and Col.
in

Robert B. Mitchell. The Second was recruited during
May and was rendezvoused at Lawrence, was mustered
into the United States service at Kansas City, Missouri, June 20th, and joined the brigade commanded
by Major Sturgis, at Clinton, Missouri, which was
attached to the division of Brigadier-General Lyon,
near the Osage River, at St. Clair, Missouri.
The company of which Mr. Crane was a member
was established in camp near Springfield, Missouri,
where drilling commenced, and, after being put under
the command of General Dietzler, the First and
Second regiments had their baptism of fire at
Forsythe, Missouri, July 22d.
Subsequently, they
moved south under General Lyon, and, on August 2d,
engaged and defeated the enemy at Dug Springs,
The enemy
pursuing him to McCuUoch 's Ranch.
fell back to concentrate his columns into an unit,
and the Second Kansas retired to Springfield, where
a large and heavy supply train awaited it, this train
having been so large and unwieldy as to preclude
the idea of rapid movement without its abandonment.
Genera! Lyon determined then to attack at daylight,
August 10th, and accordingly Colonel Sigel 's artillery
opened the engagement of Wilson 's Creek, with the
Second Kansas supporting Totter 's Battery on the
extreme left of tlie Union line. During the first part
of the battle, which was fought in a cornfield, the
regular infantry fell back, but the Second Kansas
the retreat with the aid of the battery
and drove the enemy beyond the field.
Colonel Mitchell fell, wounded, and General Lyon,
himself twice shot, answered the call of Mitchell to
lead the regiment. He had just turned to fulfill the
"Come on, brave menl"
order, with the words:
when he fell, mortally wounded by a bullet in the
breast.
Lieutenant-Colonel Blair at once assumed
command, and, after six hours of severe fighting, received orders to withdraw his troops. Feeling it impossible to retire at such a crucial moment, he held
his ground for another hour and one-half, by which
time the enemy 's fire had been completely silenced
and he withdrew. The Second Kansas was the only
regiment to maintain its line during this battle from

covered

mentioned

1723

it was at the cost of one-third of its
the close of this engagement, the command returned to Springfield, and then went by way
of Rolla and St. Louis to Leavenworth, Kansas, where
it received orders to reorganize.
Mr. Crane received
his honorable discharge October dl, 1861, and reenlisted March 17, 1862, for three years' service, as a
private in Company A, Fifth Regiment, Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry, under Capt. William F. Creitz
and Col. Powell Clayton. This regiment participated
in the engagement at Dry wood, September 2, 1861;
at Morristown, Missouri, September 17th, where Col.
Hampton P. Johnson fell; at Osceola, where they attacked the rear of Price 's army and routed the enemy.
Lieutenant-Colonel Clayton assumed command of the
regiment in February, 1862, and in May of that year,
the hard-fighting Fifth drove the guerilla hordes of
Coleman out of that section of tne country. On
July 6th it routed an Arkansas cavalry regiment at
Salem, Arkansas, and in the following winter engaged in several skirmishes with the Confederate
cavalry near Helena, Arkansas. On May 7, 1863, the
regiment joined the expedition of Colonel Clayton
through the country to the west and south of Helena,
destroying supplies, etc., and August 15th joined Colonel Steele 's Arkansas expedition.
On September
10th it engaged the enemy at Little Rock, and
October 25th was attacked at Pine Bluff by General
Marmaduke, with 3,000 men and twelve pieces of
Colonel Clayton had but 600 men to opartillery.
pose this attack and nine pieces of artillery. After
six hours of action the lines of the Gray were defeated at all points, the Confederates leaving the
field in possession of Colonel Clayton and his brave
men.
Not long after this battle, Mr. Crane was
transferred to Company H, Fifth Regiment, Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry, with which he served througliout
the remainder of the war.
He was honorably discharged at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, July 19, 1865,
and returned to his Topeka home.
David O. Crane had charge of the Topeka Cemetery
from 1868 until 1871 under the direction of his
father, who had for some years served as its superIn the spring of 1871 the younger man
intendent.
removed to Osage City, Kansas, wliere he held the
office of city clerk for eight years and that of justice
of the peace for two years, and continued to live
in the same city until the death of his father, November 17, 1884, since which time he has lived at Topeka
and has had charge of the cemetery. Prior to November, 1884, there had been 3,857 interments, and at
the present time the number aggregates 15,659.
On March 3, 1869, Mr. Crane was joined in wedlock with Anna S. Kay, of Topeka, whose brother,
James T. Kay, had served in Company C, Eighty-third
Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and was killed
in battle during the Civil war.
To this union tliere
have been born four children, of whom throe are

first to last,

number.

but

At

Mrs. Mary E. Radcliff, Miss Anna S., and
Franklin L.
with the
Fraternally, Mr. Crane is affiliated
Masons, in which he has taken all the degrees up to
the
and including the thirty-second;
Independent
Order of Odd Fellows; the Knights of Pythias; the
Ancient Order of United Workmen; tne Modern
Woodmen of America, and the Fraternal Aid Society.
He belongs also to Lincoln Post No. 1, Department of
Kansas, Grand Army of the Republic. Mrs. Crane
holds membership in Lincoln Circle No. 1, Ladies of
living:

Army of the Republic, and she and her
daughters are members of Naomi Rebekah Lodge No.
95 and of the Order of the Eastern Star. Mr. Crane
the Grand
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is

man of high moral
He was vice j)rcsident of

n ropublicaii in politics and u

and
thc<

religious

Crane

principles.

& Company,

Printers,

of

Topeka. lor a

numl>er of years, luit owing to a continued illness,
following a stroke of jiaralysis, resigned his office and
since then has continued to give his entire attention,
assisted by his wife and daughter, to the care of the
Tojieka Cemetery.

Herschel

C. Pohtekkield.
Thirty-five years in the
years as a contractor and producer

oil fields aiid thirty

constitute the record of this veteran of an industry
which has brought Kansas untold wealth. Like hundreds of men of this cl.iss, he has found Independence
as the most satisfactory city for residence and business
hcadi|uartcrs.

In another respect he is typical of perhaps a majormen of the country his native state is
Born in Butler County, August 10,
Penn.>ylvania.
185(5, lie was one of several brothers to become identified with the oil industry in one way or another.
Up
to the age of eighteen he lived at home and attended
Then after
the iiublic schools of his native county.
six years more spent assisting iii the work of his
father's farm, he began regular employment as a
worker in the oil district, first in Butler, then in
ity of the oil

—

Venango County, afterwards in Cattaraugus County,
Xcw York, Washington County and Toledo, Ohio, and
from the East came to Kansas on Ajiril 1, 1903. He
spent a time in Chanute, then went to Peru, but since
1904 has had his home and headquarters in Inde-

pendence.
It was in Venango County, Pennsylvania, in 1886,
that Mr. Porterfield did his first contracting.
He
bought a string of fools, and since then has worn out

sets and is now interested in five strings, which
in recent years he has had at work in the oU districts

many

of Kansas and Oklahoma.
He and M. D. Mitchell are the constituent members
of the Amherst Oil Company, which has sixty-five producing oil and two gas wells, he being manager, foreman and director of the company. He is nmnager and
has a fourth interest, besides what his sons own, in
the Skinner Oil Company, that has seven producing oil
wells. Nearly a half interest is owned by Mr. Porterfield in the Argue-Porterfield
Company with its eight
jiroducing wells.
In the twelve years since he came to Independence
Mr. Porterfield and family have resided at IIH West
Main Street.
In politics he is independent with
strong leanings toward jirohibition, and is a member
of the Methodist Church.
He comes of excellent family stock, largely Irish
and Scotch, and has good rea.son to be proud of his

own

children.

His Grandfather William Porterfield,

of Irish descent, was born in Pennsylvania in 1784,
was a farmer, and died in Butler County in 1864. He
married Jane Lowry, who was of Scotch family, and
she was born in 1791 and died in Butler County in
1866.
The Lowrys were very prominent in Pennsylvania early affairs, and her two brothers, Mathew and
Walter, were especially men of note.
Mr. Porterfield 's fa'ther. Pliny P. Porterfield, was

born in Butler County in 1826, spent nearly all his life
there, and died in 1908 in the house where his son
Herschel was born and on the jjlace which has been
in the family since the pioneers drove back the Indians
and took possession of the land. Though a farmer, he
was well educated, had taught school, and studied to
be a physician.
He was elected and served a long
time as justice of the jjoace, and was a loj-al worker and
trustee of the Presbyterian Church. Ue was a repub-

and a member of the Ancient Order of Uuiteil
Workmen. The maiden name of his wife was Amy A.
Boomer, who was of Irish descent. She was born in
lican,

1833, and died at MacDonald, Pennsylvania, in 1912.
This is a brief record of their children
Amelia Jane
married Jonathan Hartman, and they resi<ie at Lima,
Ohio, Mr. Hartman having been connected with the
Standard Oil Company until he was retired on a pension; Herschel C. is "the second in age; Pliny Pisk
died at the age of twelve; Carrie
May, residing in
Butler County, is the widow of Harry Gates, who was
an oil producer; Amy Luella, deceased, married U. 8.
Khodabarger, now an oil producer in Cleveland, Oklahoma; Harry B., resident of MacDonald, Pennsyl:

vania, among other business interests is an assistant
sujierintendcnt of the Standard Oil Company; William
K. is an oil contractor and producer at Emlenton,
Pennsylvania; P. F. is a foreman for the Standard
Oil Company and lives in
Pittsliurg,

Pennsylvania;
married Joseph McQuiston, of MacDonald,
I'ennsylvauia, who has been a forenuni for the Standard Oil and B. L. is a foreman for the Standard Oil
at Oakdale, Pennsylvania.
Most of Mr. Porterfield 's own children are grown
and established in business or homes of their own. In
\enango County, Pennsylvania, in 1880, he married
Miss Lydia A. Ogden, a daughter of J. X. and Priscilla
Ogden. Her father is still living, a retired farmer and
music teacher, at Oil City, Penn.sylvania. Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Porterfield: Garnette
Luella is the wife of Frank McKenua, a boiler maker
by trade and a resident of Marietta, Ohio; H. M. is
an oil producer and oil worker and lives at
Wayside,
Kansas; C. K. has followed in the same line as his
father and brother and lives at Xedan, Kansas; Twila
Annetta, living with her parents, is stenographer with
Tomlinson & Shukers, attorneys; Virgil Lowry died

Mary

J.

;

December

2,

1915, at the age of eight years.

Arthur Bourne Smith, Ph. B., B. L. S. The
degree following Mr. Smith 's name means B.ichelor
of Library Science.
He is librarian for the Kansas
State Agricultural College at Manhattan. That position he has liehl since 1911 and is a librarian of wide
experience and has done much to make the library at

Manhattan accessible and useful not only to the
students of the Agricultural College but to all who
use it for reference purposes.
Mr. Smith was born at Elizabeth City, North CaroHe is a son of Cliarles Wesley
lina, August 2, 1873.
.Smith, now deceased, and Hester (Bourne) Smith,
who now resides with her youngest son at Seattle,
Washington. The father, who was born in Pennsylvania of German lineage, at the age of seventeen
enlisted in a Pennsylvania regiment in defense of
the Union.
He gave four of the best years of his
After the war he located
early life to thqt cause.
at Elizabeth City, North Carolina, and became
head of a lumber and mercantile corporation which
he had helped organize.
It was a very successful
business but ill health compelled him to resign his
jdace there, and on leaving the South he removed to
Klmira, New York, where he was a merchant until
his death at the early age of thirty-five.
He left a
widow and four children. The children are Walter
L.
Winnogene; Arthur B. and Charles Wesley Smith.
Their motJier was born in Pennsylvania, and comes
of an old New England family of English lineage.
Soon after the father's death the widowed mother
and her children moved to a farm in Tioga County,
.New York. That was the scene of Arthur B. Smith's
At the age of sixteen he was able
early experienics.
;

T..^:
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liis
to obtain a teacher 's license, and then began
In 1895 he
worlc in the rural schools of New York.
at
graduated from the Genesee Wesleyan Seminary
New York. In the meantime from 1892 to

Lima,
1895 'he was librarian in charge of the seminary.
That experience gave the permanent bent to his sub1805-96 he was principal of the
sequent career. In
New Yorli. During,
of
school
Smithboro,
public
1896-1900 he was library assistant in the Wesleyan
and was
University at Middletown, Connecticut,
that university in 1900. Durfrom
B.
Ph.
graduated
in the University of
fng 1900-02 he was assistant
in
Illinois library, and there continued his studies
the degree B. L. S. in
library science and was given
1902.

.

From June
in

,

to September, 1902, Mr. Smith assisted
Cumulative Book Index, United
the
and Header's Guide to Periodical

editing
States Catalogue
In 1903 he became lecturer on bibliogLiterature.
and in that
raphy in the University of California,
institution was head of the order department of the
accession division
library from 1902 to 1911, head of
of the library during July and August, 1911, and instructor in summer schools in 1906 and 1907. In 1911
Mr. Smith came to Kansas and became librarian of
the Kansas State Agricultural College at Manhattaji.
He is a member of the Kansas, the California and the
associations, and is treasurer of
American

Library

He is also a memthe Kansas Library Association.
ber of the Kansas State Teachers Association and
Greek letter frabelongs to the Delta Tau Delta,
In 1902 he married Miss
ternity. He is a Methodist.
MaryEead of Delavan, New Y'ork.
William Boast. Nearly forty-five years ago the
Boast family came to Shawnee County, Kansas.
Mr. William Boast, who now lives retired in Toin general farmpeka, had a long and active career
and good
ing and stock raising, and by industry
foresight he accumulated 480 acres in Menoken
He retired from
Township of Shawnee County.
•

farm work in 1901, and later sold his old
homestead and reinvested in a quarter section of
land six miles north of North Topeka on the RochesHe also owns 270 acres of fine Missouri
ter Road.
land six miles north of Kansas City.
active

member of an English-Canadian
born in Richmond County of the
His grandfather,
Province of Quebec in 1854.
Joseph Boast, was born in Y'orkshire, England, and
came to Canada in very early days. William Boast,
in 1821,
Sr., who was born in Montreal, Canada,
brought his family to Kansas in 1872 and located
For many years he was a
in
Shawnee County.
prominent resident of Menoken Township, where
he died in 1899 at the age of seventy-eight years,
six months.
He was a man of more than ordinary
was on a
ability, and his public spirited citizenship
William
par with his success as a business man.
Roast, Sr., married Anna Scott of the Province of
Quebec. Her father, George Scott, was a successful
farmer.
To their marriage were born ten children,
Those now living are
five sons and five daughters.
William, Jr., Anna and Edward. The daughter Anna
is Mrs. Clinton Antrim and lives at 1269 North KanThe son Edward is a farmer
sas Avenue in Topeka.
and lives near Elniont.
William Boast, Jr., was eighteen years of age
when the family came to Shawnee County, Kansas.
In the meantime he had received a substantial education and was ready to take up the serious responof life.
He lived with his father in
sibilities
Mr. Boast

family.

is

He was

a
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Menoken Township ten miles north of Topeka and
afterwards went on a farm of his own, and with
what success his activities as a farmer were carried
on has already been noted.
In 1880 Mr. Boast married Miss Lulabell Coleman.
Her father, A. M. Coleman, came from Indiana to
Kansas in 1871 and was one of the early farmers of
Menoken Township. Mr. and Mrs. Boast are the
parents of three sons and one daughter, C. W.,
R. A., G. A. and Hazel Ann.
The son C. W. is now
a mail carrier in Topeka and lives in Highland
Park.
R. A. resides with his father at 909 North
Jackson Street.
G. A. is proprietor of a feed
yard in Kansas City, Missouri. Hazel Ann recently
completed her studies in the Topeka High School.

William Henry Wilson

is

one of the oldest of

Topeka 's merchants. He is an honored veteran of the
Civil war, and has been a resident of Topeka since
December 17, 1877. Along with success in business
he has given his time unselfishly and conscientiously
to the betterment of his city, and he should be long
remembered for his efficient service while on the city
school board.

He

has also attained the highest honors

in

Masonry.
His parents, Orrin and Sarah T. (Wilson) Wilson,
had six children named Helen Jane, William Henry,
George W., Clarence E., Mary E. and Louise. William
Henry was Iiorn at South Granville, New Y'ork, April
His great-grandfather in the maternal line,
16, 1842.
William Park, was a sergeant and later quartermaster
in Col. Elias Wood 's Massachusetts Infantry during
the Revolutionary war.
His gran<lfather, William
Wilson, who marrieil Susan Bothwell, fought as an
American soldier in the War of 1812, and participated
in the campaign around Lake Champlain.
After the

war he returned

New

to his

farm

in

Washington County,

where he lived until death.
Orrin
Wilson was born July 4, 180.3, was reared and educated in Western New Y'ork and spent all his life as
Y'ork,

a farmer.
It was in the district schools of New Y'ork State
that William H. Wilson acquired his early training.
However, at the age of fifteen he left school to begin
an apprenticeship at the marble cutter's trade' at
He was- working at his trade
Scoharie, New York.
until August 5, 1862, when he answered the call of
patriotism and enlisted in Companj- C of the One
Hundred and Thirty-fourth New York Infantry. In
a few days he was made sergeant of the company,
and was mustered in with his comrades September 22.
1862.
Going to Fairfax Courthouse, Virginia, they
were brigaded under Col. Orland Smith. They arrived
two days after the first great battle of Fredericksburg, Virginia, having been delayed by the heavy
roads.
They then fell back three miles north of
Falmouth, where they remained in camp until the
second battle of Fredericksburg in January, 1863.
After that the One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Regiment did fatigue duty, drilled, and guarded supply
After a
trains and forage at Aquia Creek Landing.
few weeks they were started to participate in the
Chanccllorsville cami:iaign, where they engaged the
enemy on May 1st and 2d, On the second day of the
fighting owing to Major-General Hooker losing control of himself their regiment was forced to withdrawas far as Stratford Courthouse, wliere tlie regiment
was in camp until .luiie, 1863. It then took part in
the Gettysliurg campaign. From June 29th until the
1st of .July they were in camp at Enimettsburgh,
Maryland, and then left in the early morning for
Gettysburg, arriving on the field at 1 o 'clock in the
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afternoon of the first day of fighting.
They went
through the town and were soon in the midst of the
heaviest part of the engagement.
That morning the
regiment had mustered in 430 strong and they camo
out with only 178 men.
In that battle, perhaps the
greatest of the war, Mr. Wilson sustained a wound in
the leg which kept him in Satcrlee Hospital in West
While convaPhiladelphia for a year and a half.
lescing he had charge of his ward in the hospital, and
used his leisure time to study and acquire a knowledge
of drugs.
He also applied himself to the study of
military tactics and technique for seven weeks, and
passed an examination before a board -and was qualified to fill the position of first lieutenant of the
United States Colored Troops, though the appointment
On being dismissed from the hospital
never came.

he rejoined his regiment in North Carolina near
Baleigh on April 25, 1865. Shortly afterwards Gen.
Joseph Johnston surrendered to Gen. William T.
Sherman, and that closed the war. His army division
arrived in Washington City May 19, 1865, and on
the 24th of that month he was in the grand review of
Sherman 's troops. He was mustered out at Bladensburg, Maryland, June 10, 1865, and received his
honorable discbarge at Albany, New York, June 22,
1865.
In the meantime his mother had died and after this
loss

Mr. Wilson had some real journeyman experience

as a marble cutter, traveling about the country. He
also lived in Monroeville, Ohio; then went to Fremont,
Ohio, in 1866, and worked for a time as clerk in his
cousin's store. In January, 1871, he engaged in the
He was soon
marble business at Decatur, Illinois.
overtaken by the mining fever, and had a brief experience of two months in the mines of Utah, but after a
visit to California returned to Decatur, Illinois, where

he remained until mo\nng to Topeka.

His first work in Topeka was as an under clerk
for J. C. Wilson, clerk of the United States District
He soon found more congenial
Court at the time.
employment as clerk in the Jones Brothers drug store.
He was given this position because of the knowledge
he had acquired at the hospital during the war. After
two years with Jones Brothers he formed a partnership with Mr. Roe, and engaged in the drug business
for himself at the cprner of Fourth and Madison,
under the firm name of Roe & Wilson. His store
was there for four years, and he then sold his interest
and set up a drug business of his own. He was the
first and only tenant of the building he now occupies
at 414 East Fourth Street, and has been there continuously for twenty-seven years.
Mr. Wilson 's service on the Topeka Board of Education if described in detail would prove an important
He held
chapter in the history of local education.
his membership on the board for sixteen years, was
its vice president four years, and president two years.
He was a member of the building committee fifteen
years, and chairman of that committee eight years.
In that time he was instrumental in building the
most modern schoolhouses of the city, and remodeled
the older buildings so as to better serve the purposes
and the comfort of both teachers and pupils. It is
characteristic of Mr. Wilson that he does well whatever he undertakes, and he applied himself with
characteristic energy to the tasks involved while he
was on the school board. He was chairman of the
building committee when the manual training high
His serrices on the board were
school was erected.
greatly appreciated by his fellow members and consequently his recommendations were always received
with due respect and with almost complete confidence

the value of his judgment.
Some of the most
prominent men of Topeka were associated with him
on the board of education, including 1'. I. Bonebrake
and Edward Wilder. It is noteworthy that whUe a
stanch republican Mr. Wilson has never been a politician, and his public services have been rendered
without any expectation of material reward.
His Masonic record is one of esjiecial interest. On
the- 1st of January, 1916, he was given a life membership in the Scottish Rite lioily of the Masonic order
at Topeka as a reward for his faithful associations
and work of half a century. He took his first degree
in

November 27, 1865, soon after
leaving the army. The second degree came December
28, 1865, and the third degree on January 10, 1866.
In 1867 lie was made a Royal Arch Mason at Fremont,
Ohio, and in October, 1873, took the Knight Templar
order in Beaumanoir Commandery No. 9 at Decatur,
In February, 1890, he took the degrees in
Illinois.
Cryptic Masonry in Yabud Council No. 4, Royal and
Select Masters, at Topeka. In November, 1894, he was
given the degrees of Scottish Rite from tlie fourth
to the thirty-second inclusive in Topeka Consistory
No. 1. In October, 1895, he received the degrees of
the Royal Order of Scotland at Washington, D. C,
and in October, 1899, was given the supreme and
honorary thirty-third degree at Washington. In May,
1903, during the session of the Imperial Council in
Topeka he was made a Knight of the Red Cross of
Constantino.
For many years Mr. Wilson has likewise been
prominent in Grand .\rmy circles and is a member
of Lincoln Post No. 1 of Topeka. His friends have
long appreciated the fact that Mr. Wilson has accomplished a great deal in the world and much more
than m.any men whose early advantasres were greater.
He had a meager education in school and it waa
by continued night study and his work in the hospital
while in the army that brought him a t radical education and a more than ordinary knowledge of current
at Monroeville, Ohio,

history and affairs. Although now seventy-four years
of age, he is still active in business, and is thoroughly
in love with his work in all its branches.

While he was living at Decatur, Illinois, he was
married October 16, 1875, to Miss Jennie Newell.
Of her three
Mrs. Wilson died October 31,, 1880.
children one died in infancy, Kate is also deceased,
and the onlv survivor is William H., Jr., of Topeka.
On May 26, 1886, Mr. Wilson marr e.l Kate W.
Rudolph, who was born in Kansas. Three children
have also blessed this union: Arthur R., Florence R.
and Ruth Jeannette. The son is a resident of Akron,
Mrs.
Ohio, while the daughters are still at home.
Wilson was boru near Vinewood Park, in Topeka, and
for years has been prominent in social life, as a member of Lincoln Circle and of the Eastern Star, of
which she was worthy matron. WTjile devoted to her
home and children, she gave of her time and enthusiasm to do good in the community. The daughter
Florence has also taken a prominent part in church
and charitable work, and is very active in the First
Congregational Church of Topeka.

William E. Corbett. One of the forceful characters of the middle period of Shawnee County history
was the late William E. Corbett. During his thirtyeight years in this section his many sterling traits of
character made him honored, respected and esteemed.
William E. Corbett was born in Maine ami lost both
parents by death before he was ten years old. For
some eight years he made his home with his paternal
grandfather and during this time was fortunate in
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thus securing a
one way, being sent to school and
was helpful through his
which
education,
practical
being
nineteen years old
subsequent Ufe. When
decided to start out
robust as well as adventurous, he
for himself, the great western country particularly
m the harvest
attracting him. He found employment
in which state he
fields before reaching Minnesota,
and as he
worked in logging camps for a few years,
to save
received fair wages and was prudent enough
He
some
accumulate
capital.
to
able
was
he
them
not satisfied with
then returned to Maine, but was
of the world,
conditions there after his wider vision
Kansas,
and in 1869 again came west and located
MisFe Railroad land
buying 340 acres of Santa
as much cash
sion Township,. Shawnee County, paying
debt for the
as he could spare at that time, going
In his journey from Maine to Kansas he
balance.
There
traveled by railroad as far as Quincy, Illinois.
of
he bought a span of mules and covered the rest
a pack
the distance riding one and using the other as
valuable adjuncts
animal, and later they were very
on the farm. While farming was his principal occuof income was his livestock busipation, a large source
and hogs in great numbers,
cattle
horses,
ness, raising
and in the course of time he accumulated a comforthowable store of worldly goods. Like many others,
doubtless
and
hard
too
worked
Corbett
Mr.
ever,
occurred April
thereby shortened his life. His death
Notable among his characteristics were
14, 1907.
his love of work, his upright, wholesome, sturdy manto the
hood, his honesty and his generosity. Owing
latter trait, coupled with a tender heart, he was often

m

m

m

imposed upon by the unscrupulous.
After coming to Shawnee County Mr. Corbett was
married to Leah Hampe, who died March 17, 1901.
Zella (Mrs.
F(nir children were born to this union:
George Pratt), Hannah, William and Margaret (Mrs.
Clarence Read).
William Corbett, the only son, was born on the
old home place. October 22, 1886, and has lived here
His fine farm of 184 acres is a part of
all his life.
his father's homestead, and under his intelligent and
it is yearly increased in value,
conclusively demonstrating that Shawnee
County is not far behind the richest sections of this
or other states.
Many of the early settlers seem to
have had remarkable foresight when they chose their

careful
its

management

yields

land.

William Corbett was united in marriage with Miss
Blanche Read, who is a daughter of Rev. A. C. Read,
one of the old-time preachers in Kansas. They have
had three children: William E., Edna and Oertrude,
the last named dying when nineteen months old.
Mr. Corbett belongs to the progressive younger element of Shawnee County, advocating road improvement, educational advantages, cultural opportunities,
and he is hearty in his support of these and other
measures for the public good.

While it is certainly true that a
and growing community such as Liberty offers
many and widely diversified opportunities for advancement along e%'ery line of personal endeavor, yet it is

John H. Tole.

live

just as true that only a certain percentage achieve
distinction, and a large number fail of even attaining
a competency.
It takes something more than mere
opportiinity to elevate a man from the common level

of every-day accomplishments. Unless he has within
him that divine spark of genius for his life work, he
will continue to belong to the great majority of mediocre humanity, instead of climbing up the ladder of
endeavor until he is able to command a view of aflfairs
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that will give him that grasp on the rounds of events
that nothing can loosen. In reviewing the career and
achievements of John H. Tole, of the Liberty Lumber
Company and vice president and director of the Libare given prominence
erty State Bank, tlie above facts
for he has proven their truth.
Mr. Tole was born at Pleasant Hill, Pike Coxmty,
is a son of James H. and
Illinois, April 29, 18.58, and
Harriet (Richards) Tole. The family was of ScotchIrish origin and at an early day in the pioneer history
of Kentucky located in the Blue Grass State. There,
in 1810, was born Winslow Parker Tole, the grandfather of John H. Tole. He was reared in Kentucky,
and there educated, but as a young man moved to
and a
Missouri, where he became a pioneer farmer
in which he
buyer and seller of livestock, occupatious
continued to he engaged throughout the remainder of

Pike County on his
was a man of substance, who occupied a prominent place in his community and had the respect of his community as a citiHe was a devout member of the
zen and a man.
Christian Cliurch. Mr. Tole was married first to Miss
Bradley, and they became the parents of the following
children: Jonathan, who went to California in 1860
and who probably spent the rest of his life there, as
the
nothing more was heard from him; James H.,
father of John H.; John, twin of James H., who also
went to California in 1860 and of whom all track was
lost; Milton, who died as a young man: and Elizabeth,
of whom trace has been lost by the family. Grandfather Tole was married second to Miss Hughes, and
they had four children: William, postmaster at Arrol,
Missouri, who enlisted in a Missouri regiment during
the Civil war because the Hlinois quota was filled, and
fousht throughout the four years of that strugffle,
being twice wounded in the right arm; and Luke,
Olive and another daughter, of whom all trace has been
The grandfather was marr'ed a third time to
lost.
M=ss Hall, and they had two children: Parker, who
resides near Mexico, Missouri, on a farm; and a daughter l>ydea of whom nothing is known.
James H Tole. father of .Tohn H. Tole, was born in
183,5. in pike County, Missouri, and was there reared
As a young man he
to manhood on his father's farm.
went to Pike County, Illinois, where he was marr'ed
and mpdp h'S home in the vicinity of Pleasant Hill
until 187."?, in which year he came to Montsromery
County, Kansas, and bought 160 acres of land in Lihprtv Township, one mile we=t of the Town of Liberty,
from Hirry I)odd, a property on whVh he resided
At that time, feeling that he had peruntil 1890.
formed his share of duty, he turned the active work
over to vounfpr shouhlers and ret'red to his home at
IJbertv, where he died in 1898. Mr. Tole was an industr'nus farmer, who used modern methods in h's work
and who^e farm was one model in every respect. Tn
business circles his word was as good a= his bond and
his cHizenship was always of the h'fhest order, r\thoii"'h he never aspired to public office.
Politically,
he was a Pouflns democrat, and hi= rer-rious faith
married
Tole
Mr.
wns that of the Christian Church.
M'ss Harriet Richards, who was born near Lafayette,
Tnd'ana, in ^S^6, of Scotch descent and a daughter of
Ornnt Richards. Mr. Richards, who was a pioneer
into Indiana and spent his life in farming, in later
where his death
yer-rs went to Plea=nnt Hill, Illinois,
occurred in 1862, Mrs. Tnle passed away on the Liberty Township farm in 1874, having been the mother

his life, his death occurring in
farm in 1880. The grandfather

of the following children: .To«pphine, who died at the
a^-e of three years; John Henry, of this review: W. W.,
who was engaged in farming near Liberty, died
November 15, 1916; Lillie J., the wife of Allen Pres-
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an extensive traveler, wlio lias visited Alaska as a
surveyor and many other out-oftlie-«ay places in the
eountry and is now a resident of Reno, Nevada; Mary
P., who died on a farm in Drum I'reek Township, as
the wife of Charles Swartz, a railroad engineer of Harrisonville, Texas; Minnie M., who is the wife of W. J.
Reardon, living on the home farm one mile west of
Liberty; and M. L. H., town marshal and a street commissioner of Eskridge. Kansas.
John Henry Tole attended the public schools of Pike
County, Illinois, and Montgomery County, Kansas, and
was reared on his father's farm, on which he resided
until reaching the age of twenty-one years. For the two
following school terms he taught in the country schools
of Montgomery County, and then resumeil farming as
his regular vocation, being engaged therein until 1886.
After serving in the capacity of township trustee of
Liberty for one year, Mr. Tole entered the employ of
S. A. Brown & Comi)any in the grain and lumber business, thus securing his introduction to an industry
which he was destined to make his life work. He
remained in the employ of this firm at Liberty until
1891, when the business failed, and Mr. Tole turned
his attention to wheat-buying, which lie continued for
two years, being identified with the George A. Adams
In 189.S Mr. Tole founded the John
(irain Comjiany.
H. Tole Lumber Company, a business which he conilucted witli a full measure of success until 1912, in
which year he sold out to the W. D. Kilcy Lumber
Company and turned his attention to liis other business matters. In 1914, however, he again became the
directing head of this industry when, with G. W.
Ashley, he bought the yards, stock and eijuipnieiit of
this enterprise and changed the name to the Liberty
Lumber Coni|iany, under which style it has since been
conducted.
While he still maintains his interests at
Liberty, Mr. Tole is now a resident of Independence,
whence he removed in 191.!, and where his fine home is
located at 210 North Kleventh Street. He also is the
owner of eighty acres of good fanning land, situated
two miles northeast of Liberty, and owns jiroperty at
Coffey ville, at 416 Elm Street. Mr. Tole has various
other interests to claim his time and attention, being
vice president and a director of the Liberty State Bank
and a stockholder in the Cole-Trueman Ice and Cold
Storage Company, as well as the owner of the tliird
interest of the building of the general store establishment of David Heckman, at Liberty. Politically he
is an independent ilemocrat, and his fraternal connections are with Liberty Lodge, No. 12:i, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons; Odd Fellows Lodge No. lOiJ,
Liberty; the A. H. T. A., and Liberty Chapter of
the Order of the Eastern Star. In each of his numerous fields of enileavor, Mr. Tole has displayed the same
straightforwardness, the same honorable dealing that
have placed his name so high in the estimation of his
associates in business circles.
On January 21, 1901, Mr. Tole was united in marriage at Liberty, Kansas, with Mrs. Carrie M. (Goble)
Kelso, widow of the late Samuel Kelso, for some years
a farmer of Montgomery County, and daughter of
Thoni.as .1. Gol)le, an agriculturist living retired at
To Mr. and Mrs. Tole there
Shawnee, Oklahoma.
have been born two chiblreii: John IloUis, who has
just completed his grammar .school at Independence;
and Eunice Eugenia, who is still attending the graded
Icr,

school.

Lel.and Everett Call
the
tan.

the

Kansa.s

State

Though
.science

still

is professor of
agronomy in
Agricultural College at Manhata young man he has gone far in

of agriculture,

is

already a recognized

authority in several special lines, and since coming
to Kansas ten years ago has done much to uphold
the prestige of the splendid school at Manhattan.

He was born at Kent, Ohio, February 9, 1881, the
oldest of the four children of Charles A. and Olive
Prior) Call. Both his parents are natives of Ohio,
and are still living in that state. His father is a
farmer and it was on a farm that Professor Call
his brothers and sisters were reared and re.'ind
ceived their early training.
His paternal grandfather, Mo.ses Call, went to Ohio about 1840, was
born in New Hampshire and represented' an old
New England family. Ho married a Miss Starr,
whose father, Josiah Starr, removed to Ohio as early
as 1812.
The Starr family was identified with New
Kngland practically from the beginning of colonizaProfe.ssor Call's maternal grandfather was
tion.
Samuel Prior, and that family went out of Connecticut into the We.steru Reserve of Ohio in the
Samuel Prior himself was born in Ohio
early days.
and he married a Miss Everett, whose people also
came from Connecticut.
Leland Everett Call as a boy attended the rural
schools.
He graduated from the high school at Hudson, Ohio, and in 1899 from the Western Keserve
(

Academy of Hudson in 1902. He received every
<>iicouragement and advantage and wisely improved
liis
opiiortunities not only to secure an eilucation but
make the best use of it. In 190G he graduated from
the Ohio State University with his bachelor 's deSix years later he returned to
gree in agriculture.
the University and after post-graduate work was
granted the degree of Master of Science.
When Mr. ("all came to the Kansas State Agricultural College on January 1, 1907, he began his duties as assistant in agronomy.
He became assocftite
professor in 1911 and since 1913 has held the chair
of agronomy.
He is a member of the American Society of
Agronomy and the Association for the Advancement
of Science.
He is an associate editor of the Journal of the American Society of Agronomy, and is a
joint author of two books, the Call and Schafer work
entitled
Laboratory Manual of Agriculture,"
and the Call and Kent text book
.\griculture for
the Kansas Common Schools."'
He belongs to the
honorary scientific fraternity Sigma Xi, to the Aljilia
Zeta and Phi Kappa Phi, and is a member of the
In 1910 Mr. Call married
Congregational Church.
Miss Clara Willis of New Bedfoni, Massachusetts.
They are the jiarents of one child, Marjorie.

"A

'

'

Hox. AxsoN S. Cooke. A resident of Kansas during a period of forty-five years, a pioneer of the
jirairies of Mitchell County, and for twelve years
a member of the State Senate, Hon. Anson S. Cooke
is well an<l favorably known in various parts of the
commonwealth, and particularly so at Topeka where
he now is living in retirement. During his long and
useful career he has risen from poverty to afflui^nce
and from obscurity to prominence, and while engageil steadfastly and successfully in the promotion
of

his personal interests has also contributed to
the welfare of the state which has so long been his

home.
Senator Cooke was born August 1.'!, 1849, in Lake
County, Illinois, a son of Daniel G. Cooke. The family is of Quaker stock, with all the sterling characteristics of that creed, and originated in this
country in New England, from whence came David
Cooke, the grandfjithcr of Anson S. David Cooke was
earlv settler of Oneida Countv, New York, arriv.'ill
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there at a time wlien the pountry was still new
and wild game abundant, the bears being so numerous that it was almost impossible to raise livestock
with any degree of success. Senator Gooke says that
iiig

frequently heard his grandfather tell of
Daniel G. Cooke,
driving them out of liis hog jieii.
father of the senator, was born in 1822, in Oneida

he

has

County, New York, and was married in 1845 to
Miss Mary Lavina Simonds, a daughter of D. J.
Mr. Simonds was for some years a wellSimonds.
known farmer of Lake County, Illinois, l]ut later
moved to Wiseonsin, after having been the original
owner of the land on which now stands the City of
Zion City, Illinois. In 1860 Daniel G. Cooke moved
to Kastern Iowa, where he lived during tlie Civil
war period, and in 18Ho took his family to near
Maitland, Holt County, Missouri, where he passed
the remaining years of his life and died in 1875.
He and his wife were the jiarcnts of five children,
Anson S. Albert, who is farming near
namely:
Beloit, Mitchell County, Kansas; Franklin, who is
living at Shelley, Idaho; Walter, who is also a
farmer in Mitchell County, Kansas: Edwin John,
who is in the mercantile business at Palo Alto, California: and Mary, who is Mrs. William Hunter,
of Maitland, Missouri.
Anson S. Cooke received his education in the
schools of Lake County, lUiuois, in Eastern Iowa,
and in Holt County, Missouri, and was reared as a
farmer.
He came to Kansas in 1872 and settled
near Beloit, Mitchell County, locating a homestead
on the southeast quarter of section 2.1, township 8
south, range 8 west, in Center Townshiji, and there
;

the many vicissitudes that are |iart of
the life of the pioneer, but through hard work and
perseverance aceunuilated 600 acres of land and in
doing so always maintained a reputation as an
honorable citizen and straightforward man of busiexjierienced

ness.
He retired from farming in 1910 and moved
to Topeka, where he bouglit a handsome and modern home at 1012 Lincoln Street.
The |ieople of
Jewell anil ilitchell counties recognized his worth
!ind general qualifications, as well as his sterling

integrity, and after sending him to fill many minor
offices, elected him a memlier of the State Senate,
in which he served for twelve years, there being an
intermission of four years in his service in that

Senator Cooke was known as
hard-working members of the Upper

body.

one of
House,

the
did

mucli for his constituents as well as his counties and
the state during the time he belonged to the Legislature, and for many years had the friemlship and
respect of many of the leading public men of
Kansas.
He still takes a keen interest in public
affairs and. is a helpful factor in the promotion of
He was elected to the
pnblic-spirited movements.
Legislature as a populist Init at the present time
is a democrat.
He is a meml]er of the Methodist
Episcoijal Chnreli, and was one of the very early and
active jirohibitionists of the state.
Mr. Cooke was married to Miss Catherine E. Mca
Millan,
daughter of Michael McMillan, who
lirouglit his family to Mitchell County, Kansas, in
Michael McMillan
pioneer days from Pennsylvania.
was of Scotch-Irish antecedents and became a well
known and respected farmer and esteemed citizen
in Mitchell County.
Mr. and Mi-s. Cooke became
the iiarents of fivle childreli,
namely:
Clarence,
whose death occurred in 1906; Louis, who is en-

gaged in merchandising; Wilbur W., who is engaged
in farming in Center
Township, Mitchell County;
Edgar R., who is connected with the Western Elec-

1729

Company, at Chicago:
married Nelson Logan.
tric

and Esther ifaria, who

JOAB Mi:lv.\ne.
The siiirit of enterprise which
brings abont progress is not the possession of every
man, but it is the needful factor in accom]ilishiug
j>ractical results in the life of an imlividual as well
as a connnuuity.
It includes foresight, courage and
daring, and when caution is added, great things, often
seemingly impossible things, may he brought about.
Among the truly enterprising men who came to Kansas forty years ago and have achieved so well that
their names are known and lionored over the state
at ]iresent is Joab Mulvane, of Topeka, ex-member
of a State Legislature and the moving spirit in
many lines of useful activity.
Joab Mulvane was born
19, ]8')7, and he

at

Newcomerstown, Ohio,
one of the si.x survivors
of the seven children liorn to his parents, David and
Mary (Ross) Mulvane, the others being: John K.,

November

is

David A., William P., George W., Mary Jane, now
Mrs. M. J. Dent, and Rebecca, the last named being
-

deceased.

The ]iioneer of the Mulvane family in Ohio was
John Mulvane, who was a soldier in the War of 1812
and afterward received a Government warrant for
his services and settled in Tuscarawas County, Ohio,
then a comparative wilderness. He cleared his land
and improved it, and there he remained until his death.

On

this pioneer farm his son, David Mulvane, was born
to nuuihood.
He had but meager educa-

and grew

tional opportunities, but possessed natural abilities
that led liini aright in business^ public life and
neighljorhood affairs without the aid of much book
He assisted in the building of the Ohio
learning.
Canal, a wonderful engineering feat at that time,

working on the section between Cleveland and Marietta.
the canal was completed he returned to Newcomerstown and for a time operated a ferry over the
Tuscarawas River and in the winter time did odd jobs
as a cobbler, a trade he had learned without any
aiiprenticeship and a verv im]>ortant one at that time.
Afterward he started a small store in the town and
bought, sold and took in trade almost everything the
country roundaliout ]iroduced. The tobacco and wool
that he bought he shijiped by way of the Ohio Canal
to Cleveland, tiience via Erie Canal and Hudson River
to New York ami Baltimore.
Twice a year he made

When

markets, traveling on horseback
National Turnpike as far as Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, thence by rail to the foot of the
AUeglieny Mountains. As the railroad did not climb
the mountain passes and over the peaks, the passengers
often made that part of their .iourney on foot. Provision was made for a stationary engine to draw each
railway coach (empty) separately o%-er the mountain
and there ordinary traffic was resumed and the passengers dispatched on their way at a rate of speed
that then seemed marvelous.
Mr. Mulvane acquired
a competency and was able to give his diihlren many
advantages. He married Mary Ross, a daughter of
William Ross, who was a missionary to the Indians
in Ohio. His wife bore the maiden name of Whitaker
and her father was the founder of one of the lai'gest
a trip to the eastern

over

steel

the

and iron mills

in the country, situated at Phila-

delphia.

He
parents' second son.
the store and attended the
village schools and then entered an institution for
His health broke down and
collegiate advantages.
his educational ambitions had to bo abandoned.
In
the hope of becoming more robust he decided to
Joab Mulvane was

assisted

his

father

in

his
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journey to what was then the Far West, and as he
had an uncle living iu Bureau County, niinois, he
uiade that his objective point. The home of his uncle
was near the homo of Owen Lovejoy, who suffered
death in 1837 from the hands of a pro-slavery mob.

When

Mr. Mulvane came to Bureau County, both
the Rock Island and th& Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
railroads were new concerns and had but few buildings
for freight at stations, consequently much grain and
other products ready for shipping had to be left on
the ground to await trains. After a few months Mr.
Mulvane returned to his Ohio home, where more comfortable methods of living prevailed than in Illinois,
but he found the West had made an uneradicable impression and latent enterprise stirred within him so
that but a few months later he was found once more
on Illinois soil. In farm work near Princeton for a
few years he regained his health and when his older
brother, John R. Mulvane, joined him they went into
a general mercantile business at Princeton, and Mr.
Mulvane continued until 1876, when he sold his interest to his brother and came to Kansas.
He had
grown to importance in Bureau County, and in 1872
and 1873 was elected to the State Legislature. He
was useful as a member of an important committee
interested in reporting a biU creating a board of
commissioners empowered to classify railways and
issue schedules of maximum rates.
It became the law
determining the power of the state to regulate charges
permissible by railroads.
During this period of his life he became interested
in a hardware and farm implement business at Princetown which he conducted for some years and then
joined his brother at Topeka and invested in realty
and other interests and also bought and sold stock
to some extent.
In his various transactions several
tracts of valuable land came into his
possession which
he still owns.

Mr.

Mulvane 's first identification with railroad
Kansas may date from the time that William B. Strong, then general manager and later
president of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Cpmpany, prevailed on Mr. Mulvane to go among
the people of the State of Kansas to urge them to
affairs in

aid in the construction of several badly needed branch
roads. In this undertaking Mr. Mulvane was
quite
successful and the first lino was from
Florence, Kan-

McPherson.
During this time Mr. Mulvane organized and built
the horse street car line at Topeka and for a number
of years was president of the
company operating it.
The line then ran through the heart of the city and
the present city system conformed to it in
building.
Edward Wilder, treasurer of the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad, was secretary and treasurer of
the company. Mr. Mulvane "s
enterprising spirit was
particularly displ.iyed when, in association with John
K. Mulvane, S. A. Walker and a man named
Smith,
organized and conducted the first telephone sj-stem
in Topeka, continuing several years and then
selling.
to the Missouri and Kansas'
Telephone Company.
Some years after the organization of the
Edison
Electric Light and Power Company, Mr. Mulvane
was influenced by Mr. Wilder to consent to become
its president and remained in this office until it was
sold to the present owners. During this time ho also
became jiresident of the Topeka Water Company,
which he later purchased, improved and tlien sold to

sas, to

eastern capitalists.
of directors of the

He is a member of the board
Bank of Topeka, formerly the

Topeka Bank and Savings

Institution.

In 1885, at the request of President Strong, Mr.

Mulvane accepted the presidency of the numerous
branch roads to be built in the state by the Santa Fe
in connection with it, and a number of charters were
taken out but later they were all covered by a

known as the Chicago, Kansas & Western
Railroad Company, under which between 900 and
Localities
1,000 miles of railroad were constructed.
through which these 'lines passed voted county and
township aid in the sum of $4,000 per mile and received $4,000 per mile in stock in the railroad comcharter

pany so aided. Somewhat prior to this Mr. Mulvane
had been engaged by the Santa Fe in extending lines
from Wichita to Winfield and Arkansas City, and to
Wellington and Caldwell in the counties of Sumner
and Cowley. The nourishing Town of Mulvane in
the last named county was so designated in honor of
Joab Mulvane.
As an investment, Mr. Mulvane with others acquired some 2,000 acres on the Santa Fe line near
Kansas City, Morris Station being located on this
land.
As president of the Kansas Town Company
he acquired for that corporation a large acreage at
Argentine, Kansas, primarily for the use of the
Santa Fe road. The portion not so used was platted
and sold and now comprises the greater part of
Other large enterprises interested Mr.
Argentine.

With his brother, John R. Mulvane and
of Topeka, he acquired the property of the
Kansas Salt Company at Hutchinson, Kansas, became
president of the company and operated and managed its affairs successfully for a number of years,
when, through his business acumen a consolidation
was brought about with the Hutchinson & Kan.sas
Salt Company, in which Jay Gould owned a conThe consolidated company was subtrolling interest.
sequently sold to the National Salt Company of New
York.
Mr. Mulvane then became interested in the
Chickasha Oil Company, located at Chickasha, Oklahoma, of which he is vice president and treasurer
and a member of the executive board. He is also
\'ice president and a member of the executive committee of the American Cement Plaster Company,
of Lawrence, Kansas, a director and executive member of the Western States Portland Cement Company,
of Independence, Kansas, and was president of the
Shawnee Fire Insurance Company until it sold out to
the National Fire Insurance Company.
At Princeton, Illinois, in 1859, Joab Mulvane was
married to Sarah A. Ross, who died at Topeka,
January 18, 1910. To this union were born six children
David W. Zenia A., now Mrs. Speed Hughes,
of Topeka; William J.; Margaret A., now Mrs. H. S.
Morgan, of Topeka; John J. and Harriet M. Three
are deceased: Harriet M., who is interred at Princeton, Illinois: and William J. and John J., who are
interred by the side of their mother in the Topeka
cemetery.
In politics Mr. Mulvane has ever been an outspoken
republican and an effective party worker on many
occasions.
He has furthered in many ways the cause
of education in Kansas and is a member of the board
of trustees of Bal^r College at Baldwin.
His attitude in relation to religion is well known. He is a
member of the board of stewards of the First MethMulvane.
the

Bank

'

:

odist Episcopal

;

Church at Topeka.

Arthtje DeVore is one of the able merchants of
Southern Kansas. For a quarter of a century ho has
been manager of the Ulmer Furniture Company at
Independence, one of the largest furniture and general
household supply houses in the state. While his exceptional ability has gone into the making of this
large
establishment, he has not withheld his influence and
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local affairs of importance, and is
most progressive
regarded as one of Independence's
and public spirited men.
He has spent most of his life in Kansas, but was
born at Wapakoneta, Ohio, April 23, 1862. His ancestors -were French people. Huguenots, and during the
sect were expelled from France
persecution of that
and settled in Maryland. His Grandfather .irthur
DeVore was born in Pennsylvania, and went to Ohio
as a pioneer, living on a farm in that state until his
B. F. DeVore, father of the Independence
death.
merchant, was born in Pennsylvania in 1828. He was
a pioneer of Independence, Kansas, having moved to
that frontier town in 1870. He was reared in Pennwas admitted to
sylvania, studied law at Cincinnati,
the bar, and was married at Wapakoneta, Ohio, where
he practiced for a number of years. Later he moved
to Hartford City, Indiana, and after coming to Indeand
pendence was engaged in the mercantile business
later as a democrat was appointed postmaster, serving
He was one of
during Cleveland's administration.
the most popular men in this section of the state. Evidence of this is found in the fact that at one time he
was elected a member of the Legislature. His rival for
that office was Hou. L. U. Humphrey, who later became
He was elected over Mr.
governor of Kansas.
Humphrey in a county normally republican. He was
also a past noble grand of Independence Lodge, No. 69,
Independent Order Odd Fellows, and was identified
with both the Encampment and Eebekah degrees of
that order. His death occurred in Independence February 15, 1908, and such was his career that he is still
held in grateful memory by local citizens. B. F. DeVore married Sarah J. Craig, who was born in Ohio
in 1838 and is still living in Independence. Her children are: Arthur; Bessie, who resides at Colorado
Springs, Colorado, the widow of Thomas A. May, who

work from any

was

in the

credit

man

railroad service; Frank M., cashier and
for the TJlmer Furniture Company at Inde-

pendence.

Arthur DeVore was eight years old when his father
to Independence, and he acquired his education
in the local schools. When about sixteen he left school
to take up a business career, and has applied his enerIn
gies continuously to the line of merchandising.
1888 he was made manager of the Ulmer Furniture
Company, which had been established by the late
Mr. Samuel H. tllmer in 1870. It was the pioneer
store of the kind in Independence, and has had a record

moved

The
of forty-seven years' successful merchandising.
store is one of the landmarks in the shopping center
of Indenendenee, located at 212-216 North Penn Avenue.
Its stock comprises furniture, carpets, pianos,
talking machines, and its trade is by no means limited
to the city or the county but extends in a radius of a
hundred miles about Independence, and many customers even live in Oklahoma and western Kansas.
Mr. DeVore

maintains an independent
with Fortitude Lodge, No.
107, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Keystone
Chapter, No. 22, Eoyal Arch Masons, Lodge No. 69,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a charter
member and was one of the first officers of Lodge
No. 780, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
He is also affiliated with Camp No. 649, Modern
Woodmen of America at Independence. As a business
man he has been closely identified with business organattitude.

He

in

nolitics

is affiliated

izations at Independence for many years. He belongs
to the Commercial Club, and an honor of which he is
properly proud is that he is a charter member and a
director of the Rotary Club.
He assisted materially
in developing the extensive business of the Inde-
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pendence Building and Loan Association, of which he
is still a member, and at one time was its president.
In 1885 at Independence Mr. DeVore married Miss
Her father was the late Samuel H.
Carrie Ulmer.
Ulmer, founder of the Ulmer Furniture Company, and
one of the pioneer merchants of Kansas. He died in
1888.
He was in Kansas during the early days of
the Civil war and a member of the Kansas Home
Guard. During the war while making a business trip
to Lawrence he was seized and barely escaped hanging
on the ground that he was a member of the Quantrell
band of raiders. That was a little after Quantrell had
made his famous raid on Lawrence. He was identified
by an acquaintance, who proved that not only he was
unconnected with the gang of outlaws but was one of
the vigilant defenders of Kansas as a member of the

Volunteer Infantry. Later he was active in Grand
Army circles. Mr. and Mrs. DeVore have one child,
Hubert, who was born at Independence August 30,
1889, was educated in the high school, and is now in
the Ulmer Furniture Company's store.

John M. Winter. Among the respected citizens
of Manhattan, Kansas, no one stands higher than
John Winter, a reliable business man and since May,
He was born at
1914, postmaster of this city.
Volkartshain Province Oberhessen, Grosherzogtum
Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany, February 27, 1854, and
is a son of John B. and Elizabeth (Greb) Winter.
His father belonged to the working class and,
although Industrious, had accumulated little means,
so that, when John had completed his public school
training, his future lay almost entirely in his own
hands. As soon as possible he began to learn the
carpenter trade, in the meanwhile finding employment as a worker in the great timber lands in his
native country, in which he was engaged both before and after his marriage.
The first break in the old German home circle was
when Mr. Winter's father and other members of the
family, and relatives also of his wife, sailed for
America and from the United States sent back reports of better business opportunities in their new
home. It was then that Mr. Winter began to seriously entertain thoughts of also crossing the Atlantic.
When his mind was about made up as to the
advantages of such a course, his employers promoted
him to a more remunerative position, evidently with
the object of retaining his services. In some perplexity Mr. Winter turned to his estimable wife for
the settlement of what was really a very important
matter, no doubt previously having had proof of
her ETOod judgment. She decided favorablv as to

emigration and

Mr. Winter and

his family
mother, landed at New
York, the date being the 14th of .Tune. From that
city Mr. Winter went first to Philadelphia, but by
Augiist of the same year was established and employed at the carpenter trade, in the City of Manhattan, Kansas, which has been his chosen home
ever since. For some years he confined himself to
carpentering but gradually branched out into afl^liated lines and in the course of time became a building contractor. As such he has built up a reputation
for honesty and efl5cieney that he may well be
in 1884,

and accompanied by

his

proud of.
Mr. Winter was married in 1879 to Miss Catherine
Doebert. who was born in Germany, and they have
four children: Catherine, who is the wife of Charles
E. Hawks, of Ohantite. Kansas: Henry B.. who is a
prosperous architect at Manhattan: Caroline M.,
who is general delivery clerk in the postoffice at
Manhattan; and Amelia Margaret, who is the wife
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King, who is assistant higlmay ongineer
Kansas State Agricultural College.
Mr. Winter belongs to that class of men who in
every eoniniunity clisplay jiuhlie s[iirit and eneourof

.1.

•with the

He has always been active, since
i>rogress.
locating here, in the affairs of the democratic party
and in 1S97 he was elected- on the democratic ticket
the lirst marshal of Manhattan, overcoming the normal republican majority because of his ])ersonaI
He rendered acceptJihle service during
popularity.
one yejir but declined to be a candidate for re-eleetion.
Subsei|uently he served for two years as a
member of the city council, during which he was
chairman of the finance and waterworks commitage

His i)arty loyalty, together with his high
standing as a citizen exerted strong influence toward
his a]>|>ointmeut as postmaster of Manliattan,
to
which office he was apj)ointed by President Wilson
in May, 1914.
It is universally admitted that Mr.
Winter has fulfilled every demand as a public
otEcial.
Tinder his administration of the affairs of
the Manhattan
tlie
has been
service
jiostoflice,
tees.

greatly improved and tlie liusine.ss so increased that
on July 1, 1916, Maidiattau was placed among first
class postoffices l)y Postmaster (ieneral Burleson.
Mr. Winter is a memlier of the Kvangelical Lutheran Church. He belongs to the Knights of Pythias
and also to the Ancient Order of ITnited Workmen,
in the latter organization several times representing
his lodge in the grand lodge of the state.
He has
secured financial indejiendence by means of in-

calm judgment and wholesome living and
not only a representative citizen himself, but is
at fhe head of one of Manhattan's most res]icctecl
dustry,

is

families.

Rev.

WiLi.nM Bakeu was

Kansas, and

a well

known

figure in

remarkable experience
in foreign lands before taking u]i his residence in
the Sunflower State.
He lived ami developed a fine
farm in Wabaunsee County, but spent his la-st years
in Topeka, where members of his family still reside.
He was born in London, Kngland, .luly (i, 1838.
His father, William Baker, Sr., was a basket manufacturer and also a native of LT)ndon.
The country
home of the family was at Plaistow in Essex County.
Reared in the Episcopal or Established Church
of England, Rev. William Baker was for a number
of years identified with the educational activities of that church.
In early manhood he went to
teach the English language among the natives of
South Africa in Basutoland.
Altogether he spent
five years as a teacher there under the auspices of
the French Missionary Society.
For a time he was
a companion of the distinguished French missionary
Coilliard.
At the request of President Oom Paul
Krugcr in the Orange Free State these missionaries
went to South Africa, and when the missionaries
requested Oom Paul to call in the natives for worship,

Oom

ha<l

make their home in a state that was devoted to
In that year therefore they brought
prohibition.
their little household to Kansas and located near
Mr. Baker seMaple Hill in Wabaunsee County.
cured land on Mill Creek and there began general
farming ;ind stock raising. He was possessed of the
Englisli virtues of thrift and industry, and eventually accumulated a fine farm of 240 acres, which he
named the Woodlands.
In 1901 Mr. Baker moved with his family to
Tojieka and bought a residence at :i06 Harrison
Street.
In that home he sjient his last days and
passed away July 1, 1906, lionored and widely reHe was a man of the
spected for his many virtues.
highest moral character,
sjilendid citizen and a
good father. Though reared ami many years identified with the Episcojial Church, he was afterwards
a Congregationalist.
After coming to Kansas he
freipiently lectured on temperance and also filled
to

.-i

numerous |)ulpits.
Both he and his wife were ]ieojde of very liberal
education, and they reared their daughters with the
best advantages at home and these daughters have
been guided by high ideals to render themselves
capable of worthy and self sacrificing jiublic service.
Four of the daughters have life diplomas as
teachers and all exjiect to obtain degrees within a
year or so.
Florence, the oldest, is a teacher in
Western Kansas. Lillian is a teacher in the Southwestern Texas State Normal School at San Marcos.
May is the manager of the cafeteria in the Topeka
Violet is te.'icher of history in the
High School.
Junior High School in North Tojieka.
Rose is a
senior stuilent in the agricultural college at Manhattan.
Mr. Baker had two daughters by a former marriage, Ellen and Kate, both of wliom have homes
in distant states.

a career of

a.sked if he should

also call in the dogs.

That question illu.strated the typical Boer attitude
toward all efforts for civilization and christianization in South Africa.

In 1878 Rev. Mr. Baker returned to England and
married Miss Clara R. Williams of London.
Her
father, Alfred W. Williams, was a corn merchant
and died early in life as the result of an accident.
In 1881 Mr. Baker received a letter from the
governor of Kan.sas, John P. St. John, describing
to him the prohibition amendment to the constitution of the state.
Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Baker were
so impressed by this letter that they determined

Veknon H. Bka.vch

of Wichita has had a successin Kansas covering a period
of more than thirty-five years.
In that time he has
been officially i(lentilie<l with a number of important
banks in different parts of the state, but is now coni-cntrating all his efforts along the line of investment
banking, and is one of the reliable investment bankers
of Kans:is.
He came to Kansas when a youth. His birth
occurred at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, February ;i, 1863,
but when he was two years of age his parents removed
to Orwell, Vermont, his father 's childhooil honu'.
In
that jjart of New England he s]ient his early childhood and youth until ho was eighteen, and acquired
;i
substantial common school training.
In December, 1881, Mr. Branch arrived at Concor<lia, Kansas, and becanu" bookkeejier for the Cloud
County Bank. Two years later he became its cashier,
but resigned in 1886 to become secretary of the
Security Investment Company at Cawker City in
Mitchell County.
From there moving to Beloit in
the spring of 1900, he was a hardware merchant of
Beloit a year, and then became a stockholder, director
.•md cashier of the First National Bank of Beloit.
Since the summer of 190.'! Mr. Branch has been a
resident of Wichita.
.-Vcquiring stock in the National
Bank of Wichita, he was made its vice president and
a director, and when that bank and the Fourth
National Bank were consolidated in 1908, ho continued
as a stockholder and director and also as cashier in
In the spring of 1911, Mr.
the Fourth National.
Branch, having sold his interests in the Fourth
National, resigned the post of cashier and opened
offices as an investment banker on the ground floor of
ful career as a

banker
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the Beacon Building.
During the panic of 1907 he
served as secretary of the Wichita Clearing House
Association and as a member and secretary of the

Clearing House Committee.
On October 20, 1885, Mr. Branch married Luella
Brown of Concordia, Kansas, daughter of Judge
Daniel L. Brown. Mrs. Branch is very active in club
affairs at "Wichita, being secretary of the State Federation of Women 's Cluljs. Her heart and hand have
in charitable and
always been liberally extended
and her home is one of the cenphilanthropic work,
There is one
ters of cultured influence in Wichita.
daughter, Hazel E., now one of the most highly educated voung women of tlie state.. She holds her Master 's degree from the Kansas State University, where
she specialized in entomology, and now has entire
in
charge of the curriculum at Bethany College

Topeka.

The Campbell famhave been residents of Kansas thirty-five years,
and the name is especially well known and prominent
in connection with the civic life of Topeka and
Shawnee County. James A. Campljell has long been
a business man" of that city, and his two sons, James
A., Jr., and Edwin A. Campbell give a distinction,
to the family by the fact that at the same time they
hold two of the county offices of Shawnee County.
James A., Jr., is the present county surveyor, while
Edwin A. is the present county treasurer.
Before James A. Campbell came to Kansas he was
He
identified with the family interests in Scotland.
belongs to one of the oldest branches of the Argyll
family, tracing an unbroken descent from Dugal Campbell, A. D. 1160, younger son of the third Knight of
Lochow. The Campbells have been prominent in that
country for generations, and particularly in military
It is a matter of special interest that Mr.
affairs.
Campbell's great-imcle, Maj.-Gen. Sir Archibald
Campbell, K. B., was in the British army during the
American Revolution, fought for the motlier country,
was taken prisoner in Boston harbor and on May 3,

James Archibald Campbell.

ily

was exchanged for Ethan Allen, the hero of
Afterwards he was governor of
Jamaica and later of Madras and is buried in Westminster Abbey, London. The fine old family estates
of "Inverneill" and Ross in Scotland are now owned
by Mr. Campbell 's brother. Col. Duncan Campbell,
of the British army.
James A. Campbell was born at Inverneill, Argyleshirp, Scotland, November 30, 1843, and grew to
maidiood in his native country. His father, after
whom he was named, was a captain in the British
army and was in the military service of Great Britain
At that time he inherited the estates
until he retired.
of Inverneill and Ross, and he lived there until his
death in 1878 at the age of seventy-nine. Captain
Campbell married Anne Bowdon, who died in 1845,
when her son James A. was a child.
James A. Campbell received a liberal education and
a thorough training for business. He attended a
lioarding school at Liverpool, England, and also
Madras College at St. Andrews, Scotland. At Man1778,

Ticonderoga.

chester, England, he learned mechanical engineering,
but most of his early business experience was in
handling mill supplies at Glasgow, and during that
time he also acted as factor for his father's estates.
Giving up these connections and interests he came
His first home in this country
to America in 1880.
was in Kansas, and his first experience was in farming
in Chase County.
little later he became a draftsman in the building department of the Santa Fe

A
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Railway, and removing to Topeka about 1881 has
lived iu that city ever since.
In 1884 he became
bookkeeper for the Inter-Ocean mills and iu 1898
transferred his services to the Mid-Contijaent millB.
Since the fall of 1914 he has held a clerical position in
the olfice of the surveyor of Shawnee County. On
June 23, 1881, after coming to Kansas, Mr. Campbell
married Eupheniia Morison, a daughter of James
Morisou, of Rossie, Dunning, Perthshire, Scotland.
Mr. and Mrs. Campbell have two sons and a daughter:
Jessie A., wife of Edwin Davis, of Leavenworth,
Kansas; James A.; and Edwin A. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Campbell are members of the Episcopal Church.
James A. Campbell, Jr., present surveyor of Shawnee County, was born at Topeka, May 7, 1887, grew
up in his homo town and had his education in the
He early found opportunity to make
public schools.
his own way in the world, and for four years was
in the engineering department of the Santa Fe Kailway, and after that for several years was employed
by the Sanitary Drainage District of Chicago. Returning to Topeka, in 1910 he was elected surveyor
of Shawnee County, and by re-election has held that
ofiice to the present time.
He is a capable engineer,
and his public record has been highly creditable. Mr.
Campbell is a memlier of the Kansas Engineering
Society, is a republican and a member of the Masonic
Order. On September 3, 1913, he married Bertha
Hull.
They have one daughter, Jean.
Edwin A. Camj)bell, the second son of James A.
Campliell, and now filling the ofiice of treasurer of
Shawnee County, was born at Topeka, March 1,
1889, and for a young man has had a career of
noteworthy accomplishment. Reared in Topeka, he
attended the public schools, but at the age of fifteen found employment for himself in the maintenance and construction department of the Santa Fe
Railway. During the next 3^^ years he gained very
competent knowledge of engineering. He was then
with the Shawnee Fire Insurance Company for
eighteen months, and for a short time in 1910 was a
clerk in the office of county assessor.
Following that
came about a year as deputy county clerk, and in
May; 1911, became deputy county treasurer. The
votes of the people elevated him from deputy to
county treasurer in November, 1914, and he has filled
that office with credit and distinction since October
He is also a republican and is affiliated
12, 1915.
with the Masonic and Elks fraternity. On June 30,
1913, he married Miss Dorothy Porter.
They have

two children:

Diana and Edwin

A., Jr.

Victor A. Hays is an example of the successful
American who began as a telegraph operator and has

reached a commanding position in industrial affairs.
He is president of the Kansas Natural Gas Company
and has spent the greater part of his active career iii
the oil and gas fields of the East and Southwest.
Like many other successful men in the oil and gas
industry Victor A. Hays is a nativj of Venango County,
He "was born
Pennsylvania, and of Irish ancestry.
near Oil City on April 27, 1863. He was educated in
the public and Normal schools and began his independent career in 1880 by learning telegraphy. He
was employed in that work "until 1886, when ho e"ngaged
in the natural gas business,
entering the service of
the Oil Citv Fuel Sujiply Company as
bookkeeper, and
has since been continuously in that business.
Mr. Hays has been identified with the Kansas Natural Gas Company since 1905, beginning as general
auditor and .holding that position until lie was elected
His homo has been at
president in December, 1914.
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Independence since 1910. He is also president of the
subsidiary companies of Kansas Natural Gas Comthe
pauj-, including the M;irnct Mining Conipaiiy,
Edgar Oil Company, and the California Oil and Gas

Company.
Mr. Hays

resides at 216 South Fifth Street. He is
a democrat, a member of the Presbyterian Church, is
affiliated with Ionic Lodge, No. .525, Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Duquesne Chapter, No. 193, Royal Arch Masons, at Pittsburgh, is now .serving as eminent commander of St.
Bernard Commandcry, No. 10, Knights Templar of
Independence, belongs to Wichita Consistory No. 2 of
the thirty-second degree Scottish IJite, and to Mirza
Temple of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at PittsHe is also a member of the Indeburg, Kansas.
pendence Country Club.
In 1904 Mr. Hays was married to Susan D. Thompson, of Allegheny City, Pennsylvania.

A physician and surgeon
J. Moftitt, M. D.
^^anhattan for the past fifteen years. Doctor
Moffitt is highly esteemed professionally and also
as a citizen. He is a man of wide experience and
thorough professional qualifications, yet is unostentatious and allows his merits and abilities to speak
Edwin

of

for themselves.

He was born
of William

and

at Jesup, Iowa,
.\lice

23, 1872, a son
William
Moffitt.

May

(Muncey)

Moffitt, who was born at Cadiz, Ohio, of Scotch
parents, was a Union soldier in the Civil war, as was
Grandfather Moffitt attained the
also his father.
post of provost marshal, and died from wounds
A shoereceived while in the discharge of duty.
maker by trade, William Moffitt soon after the close
of the Civil war moved to .Tesup. Iowa, where for
many years he conducted the only exclusive boot
and shoe house of that town. His death occurred
in 1895 at the age of forty-eight. Doctor Jloffitt's
mother was of English parentage. Her father. Doctor Muncpy, was a graduate of Rush Jfedical College of Chicago and practiced with splendid success
and eminent service in .Tesup, Iowa, from pioneer
days until his death in 1913 at the advanced age of
eighty-two.
Reared at .Tesup, Iowa, to the age of sixteen, and
spending the next five years at Waterloo. Iowa,
Doctor Moffitt received a sound educational founIt was both
dation for his professional career.
taste and natur.al gift that led him to the study of
medicine. In 1S96 he received his !M. D. degree from
Drake University at Des Moines, Towa. Since then
he has taken post-graduate courses in Chicago and
elsewhere and is today, as he was twenty years ago,
a constant student of medicine and surgery.
He began practice at .Tesnp, Iowa, with his maternal grandfather. Doctor Muncey, an association
that continued very agreeably for five years.

In 1898 Doctor ^Moffitt married Miss "May Murphey, the only daughter and child of Mr. George S.
Murphey, a prominent banker and citizen of Manhattan. Kansas. Three years later, in 1901, Doctor
Moffitt and his wife came to ^lanhattan, and since
then he has been identified with a large and increasing practice. He is district surgeon for the Union
Pacific and Eock Island railroads, is a member of
the hospital staff of physicians and surgeons for the
Park View Hospital at Manhattan and is physician
to the i^fntp Rebekah-Odd Fellows Home at Manhattan. His professional associations nje with the
Biley County Medical Society, the Kansas State

Medical Society, the American Medical Association
and the Golden Belt Medical Society.
Fraternally he is affiliated with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias and
the Chapter Degree of Masonry. Religiously he is
a Presbyterian.
Doctor and Mrs. Moffitt have three children,
named Harriet Alice, Georgia May and Roberta
Mary.
W.\LTER J. Arnold. The county engineer of Shawnee County, Walter J. Arnold has led an active and
diversified career, and although not yet forty-one
years of age has crowded into his life more experiences than the ordinary man sees in an entire lifetime. From gold mining in Colorado to chasing the
insurgents in the Philippines is a long call, but
unlike many men whose activities have led them to
out-of-the-way-places, Mr. Arnold has been constantly advancing, and each new experience, each
new employment, has brought him a little bit further ahead toward the goal of success.
In his
present capacity, which he has filled for some five
he
is
one
of
the
most
efficient and popular
years,
officials in

the state.

Mr. Arnold is a native of Saxony, born in the
City of Dresden, in 1877, a son of Gustave and
Ernestine (Zeuner) Arnold. In the old country the
family belonged to the social democrats, and Friedrich Arnold, the grandfather of Mr. Arnold, was
one of its pioneer leaders during the party 's early
struggle for recognition of its principles "of

more

Gustave Arnold was also born
was married, and there became
agent for an immigration company, in which capacity he came to the United States with his family
in 1882, bringing with him a colony of his fellowcountrymen for settlement. Locating first near Pine
Bluff, Arkansas, he remained at that place for about
three years, then moved to Kansas City, where he
remained for another year, and finally, in 1886, came
to Topeka, where he spent the remaining years of
liberal government.
in Saxony, where he

his active

Shortly after his arrival at the
he secured employment with the
Crane Publishing Company, and for a quarter of a
century remained in the service of this concern,
his fidelity and industry winning him repeated promotions.
Gustave Arnold was united in marriage
with Ernestine Zeuner, also a native of Saxony, and
they had eleven children born to them, of whom
seven are living, as follows: Harry, who is con
nected with the United States Government Printing
Office at Washington, District of Columbia: Walter
of this review; Fred, who is oniployeil at the
.1..
Kansas State Printing Plant at Topeka; Herman,
who is connected with the Gem Grocery Company,
at Topeka; Gustave, who is with the Hall Lithographing Company, also of this city; Leonora, who
is the wife of H. P. Irons, who is employed at the
state printing plant; and Anna, who is the wife of
William Tyson, who is a foreman in the Atchison.
Topeka & Santa Fe storehouse at To])eka, Kansas.
Walter .1. Arnold was about four years old when
he was brought to America and four years older
when he came with his parents to Kansas. He received his education in the public schools of Little
Rock, Arkansas: Kansas City, Missouri; and Topeka, Kansas, and his first employment was as office
boy in the office of the Western Union Telegraph
Company, in the last-named city. A little later he
entered the service of the Harvey Eating House

Kansas

life.

capital,
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Company, then spent three years learning the blacksmith trade at Topeka, and then went to Denver
and Cripple Creek, Colorado, as a blacksmith and
remained at the latter place as a prospector during

the gold excitement.
Eeturning to his home at
Topeka, in 1S9S Mr. Arnold joined the Twentieth
Kansas Volunteers for service in the Philippines.
With his regiment he went to the Islands, where
he subsequently saw much active service with this
famous organization, returning with an excellent
record after two years. His company had particularly thrilling experiences during the Filipino uprising," on the 4th, .5th and 6th of February, 1S99, and
was in the very important engagement of Caloocan,

The regiment of which llr. Arnold
was a member was active in repelling assaults during this time, and subsequently was sent on a four
months' campaign in pursuit of the insurrectionists
northward through the province of Luzon and going
as far as San Fernandos, where ilr. Arnold was
February 10th.

His general oflBcer
stricken with malarial fever.
in this campaign was Col. Fred Funston, but on
several occasions he was detailed to General Bell,
who was chief of scouts.
When he returned to Kansas with his regiment

from the Philippines, Mr. Arnold secured employment in the wheel shop of the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Eailroad, his knowledge of blacksmithing
He was not, however,
fitting him for this work.
satisfied to remain a mere workman, and with an
idea of bettering his condition took a course of
study in the International Correspondence School,
His course in archiof Scranton, Pennsylvania.
tecture prepared him for a position offered to him
as draftsman in the office of the city engineer, in
1902, and he continued in that capacity for four
years, gaining much experience. He was then made
assistant city engineer under .lohn Rogers for two
years, but resigned and went to St. .Joseph, Missouri, as assistant engineer on construction work for
the independent Telephone Company, supervising
the field work and preparing records from his field
data of the underground cable conduits and supervised the construction of two new telephone exchange buildings. After completing these plans and
records he returned to Topeka in 1910, and became
a candidate, with twenty-one others, for the office
In
of city commissioner, but failed of election.
1911 lie was again a candidate for the same office
and although receiving a majority of the male
votes was defeated by the women voters who
through ignorance of his qualificatioUs for the
office preferred to vote for his opponent with whom
they were personally acquainted through fraternal
organizations. Previous to the election be had accepted the position of assistant engineer to V. R.
Parkhurst, who had charge of the South Side Levee
Drainage District work. In the following year, upon
the resignation of .T. A. C. Campbell, he was appointed county engineer by the county commissioners of Shawnee County, and since has continued to
fill that
Since his appointposition with ability.
ment as county engineer he has prepared plans and
specifications for over $100,000 worth of modern and
up-to-date bridges and has supervised their construction.
He is an energetic, intelligent and hardworking official, who deserves the success that has
come to him, and who may be expected to go far
•

in the future.

Mr. Arnold was married in 1907 to Miss Mae E.
Thomas, daughter of Joseph W. and Sarah E.
Thomas, of Topeka, and they are the parents of
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two children; Wanda Valeria, aged six years; and
Ferdinand Waldemar, who is four years old.
John" A. Pottorf. When a man reaches the seventyfourth milestone of his life's journej' it may be taken
for granted that he has had a wealth of experience
which, if properly written out, would fill a volume.
In the ease of John A. Pottorf, who has already passed
liis
seveuty-fourth birthday, long life means more
than length of years. He was not born with a silver
spoon in his mouth and even when he came to Kansas
a little over thirty years ago he had to begin as a
renter.
The overcoming of obstacles to success
has been a vital part of his experience. The honors
due him are not solely on account of his success as a
farmer, but also because of his service in the Union
army during the Ciril wax and the influence he has
radiated from his character and the worthy children
who have grown up under his roof.
He was born November 25, 1842, in Pike County,
His parents, Andrew and Lavina (UmIllinois.
baugh) Pottorf, were both natives of CarroU County,
Ohio, where their respective famUies were among the
In ancestry both father and mother were
pioneers.
of the so-called Pennsylvania Dutch.
Grandfather
Pottorf was a native of Pennsylvania. In 1841, soon
after their nuirriage, Andrew Pottorf and wife removed to Pike County, Illinois, and there, when their
first son and child was born, they gave him the name
John A. Three other children were born, but all were
daughters. John A. was eight years of age when his
motlier died, and his father then returned with the
motherless children to Ohio and placed them in the

farm

homes of relatives.
John A. Pottorf grew up in the home of his father's
in other
brotlier, wliose wife was his mother's sister
words, each of these worthy people was related to him
in the degree of uncle or aunt.
His uncle being a
farmer, Mr. Pottorf grew up amid the scenes of an
Ohio farm. He acquired valuable lessons of industry
and perseverance, and those have stood him in good
stead in his later career. He also had the advantages

—

of the

common

schools.

Reaching the age of eighteen he went out to his
old birthplace in Illinois.
He was there when the
war broke out, and on September 1, 1862, he enlisted

a private in Company E of the Seventy-eighth
Infantry. He was in service nearly three
years, and was granted an honorable discharge as
corporal on Jime 7, 1865. As a soldier he followed
the fortunes of his regiment, and was never wounded
severely and spent less than two weeks in hospital
because of illness. Many of the great battles concerning which every American schoolboy is familiar
formed part of the military exiierienee of Mr. Pottorf.
He fought at Chickamauga, and then was in the many
days of continuous fighting up to Atlanta and after
that in the march of Sherman's troops to the sea.
He was in the last battle of the war, at Bentonville,
South Carolina. Following that he participated in
the grand re^-iew at Washington. Early in its organization Mr. Pottorf became a member of the Graiul
Army of the Republic, and through that organization
has kept in touch with his old army comrades.
He made the transition from soldier to civilian very
quickly.
Becoming a farmer in Adams County, Illinois, he lived there until 1884, when he came out and
settled in Eiley County, Kansas.
After renting land
for a time he was able to purchase a small tract in
section 12 in the northwestern part of Ogden TownThat has been his home ever since. He started
ship.
with exceedingly limited capital, but his industry and
as

Illinois
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iiiado up' for lack of money.
of his devoted wife hp has come into
tlie possession of more than 600 acres of farm lands,
and has utilized these resources so that ho well
deserves a rank among the most successful farmers
uiiiliition

more than

With the aid

and stock

raisers of Kiley County.

For many years

his specialtv has been the raising of hogs, and without
l>o well referred
any dispara'genient of others he might
to as au authority on that branch of auinial husbandry.
At the same time he has brought his farm to a maxiand has from time to
state of

mum

productiveness,
time improved his lands with substantial buildings.
There is an interesting contrast on his home place
Like nianv Kansas farmers he is the omier
today.
that was
of ail automobile." His garage is a building
and
converted from its original purposes, as his first
humble home in Kansas, and Mr! and Mrs. Tottort
have maiiv of their most precious memories centering
around what is now the garage. In 1889 they moved
out of the lirst house into a large and more convenient
of today. Mr. Pottorf
one, and that is their home
has not lieeu a silent witness of the remarkable changes
that have occurred in Kansas during the past thirty
his part in bringing such changes
years, but has done
about.
Even today he is busy and there has never been a
time in his long life when he could not turn his hand
When he was sixty-five years
to something useful.
of ago be made a violin from timber taken from maple
and apple trees which he had planted on his farm,
and it is an instrument of excellent tone and Mr.
Pottorf can play upon it skillfully. In matters of
He has jireto office.
politics he has never aspired
ferred the quiet life of the farmer citizen, though
he is a stanch republican, and belongs to that party
choice and principle, since his father before him

by
was a democrat.
September 3, 1866, a

little over a year after he
army, Mr. Pottorf married Miss Martha Lawson.
They were married in Adams County, Illinois,
where Mrs. Pottorf was born August 23, 1848, and
where her jiarcnts, Francis Miller and Emily Clark
(Powell) Lawson, were early settlers. Her father
was born in Washington County, Pennsylvania, of
Scotch-Irish lineage, and her mother was a native of

left the

Tennessee.

Four children have been born into the home of
C'.ara married Lemuel CarMr. and Mrs. Pottorf:
penter and they live in Canada; Mary is the wife of
Oeorge Cutter of Riley County; Frank Miller, who
lives on a farm in Riley County, married Pearl Wills;
Andrew J., who graduated from the Kansas State
Agricultural College in 1899, is a fanner in conjunction with his father, and married Lucy Maria Cottrell,
who is a graduate of the same college with the class
of 1898.

Mr. and ?«frs. Pottorf are active members of the
Methodist Church. They have .iourneyed together as
husband and wife for fully half a century, sharing
with fidelity each other's sorrows as well as joys, and
now in their declining years are enjoying the fruits
of industry, frug.ality and exemplary conduct. They
have reared a respected family and have gained the
esteem and confidence of all who have been so fortunate as to be their neighbors and friends.

William R. Morrow.

Kansas, with splendid naturesources and true western energy and progressivenoss, has afTorded to her native sons the best of
opportunities, and it is gratifying to note that the
greater percentage of the younger generation representative of pioneer families has had the good judgral

ment to pay unfaltering allegiance to the Sunflower
commonwealth and to aid in the furtherance of the
civic and material progress and prosperity of the
In the thriving City of Independence, Montstate.
gomery County, such a native son is he whose name
initiates this paragraph, and his prominence and influence in the business affairs of this section of the state
is indicated fully by his incumbency of the responsible
]josition of the manager of the Kansas Gas & Electric

Company.
William Rollins Murrow was born at EUinwood,
Barton County, Kansas, on May 16, 1878, and is a
son of William D. D. and I'loma Elizabeth (Lawrence) Murrow, the former of whom was born on
Prince Edward Island, Canada, in 1845, and the latter
of whom was born on the shore of>the Bay of Fundy,
in Nova Scotia, Canada, in 1854.
The father passed
the closing years of his life at EUinwood, Kansas,
wliere he died in 1880, and the widowed mother was a
resident of Kansas City, Missouri, at, the time of her
death, in 1895. The subject of this sketch is the only
cliiUi of this sterling pioneer couple of Kansas.
As
a joutli William D. D. Murrow lived iu the City of

Boston, Massachusetts, where he found employment in
an establishment devoted to the manufacturing of
machinery. He was a resident of that city at the outbreak of the Civil war and though he was but sixteen
years of ago at the time he promptly tendered his
services in defense of the Union, by enlisting in the
First Massachusetts Cavalry. With this valiant command he continued in service three years and seven
months, and he participated in many of the important
engagements that marked the progress of the great
conflict.
After the close of the war and the reception
of his lionorable discharge, this gallant young veteran
returned to Boston, and there lie continued his residence until 1877, when he came to Kansas and established his residence at EUinwood, where he became the
owner and manager of a liotel, the same having been
conducted by him until his death. He w.as a republican in his piolitical proclivities, was a man of sterling"
character and always comnuanded the confidence and
good will of his fellow men, both he and his wife
liaviug been active members of the Baptist Church.
William R. Murrow was but two years of age at the
time of his father's death .and his mother later became
The family removed to
the wife of Dudley Rlioads.
Hutchinson, Kansas, and later Mr.Rhoads opened and
was proprietor of tlie Midland Hotel, at Hutchinson,
a house that under his able management gained a high
reputation and became one of the leading hotels of
tlie West.
He is now venerable in years and is living
retired in the City of Chicago.
The one child of the
second marriage is Anna, who is the wife of Ned
Roberts, who is a traveling salesman for a wholesale
paper house at Columbus, Ohio, and who resides at
Granville, that state.
In the public schools of Hutchinson, Kansas, William R. Murrow gained his early education, and after
the removal of the family to Kansas City he continued
his studies in the high school.
In 1893, when aliout
sixteen years of age, he went to the City of Chicago,
where he found employment in the electrical operating
department of the World 's Columbian Exposition.
After the close of the great ex]iosition he was for
eight months in the em)>loy of tlie Edison Illuminating
Company of St. Louis, Missouri. He then returned to
Kansas City, where for a number of years lie was
employed as telegraph operator for the board of trade,
he having learned the art of telegraphy in St. Louis.
Finally he engaged in the electrical construction business in an independent way, with offices in the American Bank Building, Kansas City. He continued to be
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he returned to Kansas and at Peru, Chautauqua
house for the
Couutv, erected an electrical power
the first plant of the
pimipiug of oil wells, this being
kind built for that purpose in the entire United States.
After the decline in the price of oil Mr. Murrow sold
his power jjlant and obtained a franchise for an electricdight plant at Cherryvale, Montgomery County.
In partnership with H. E. West he completed the construction of this plant, and after they had operated
the same eighteen months they sold the plant and business to capitalists residing in Colorado Springs, Colorado. While still ojierating the electric plant at CTieralliance with
ryvale Mr. Murrow formed a partnership
A. C. Stich, of Independence, and secured a franchise
for the installing in this city of an electric-light and
Barpower plant. In the enterprise H. E. West and J.
and in 1905
zen, of Kansas City, became associated,
title of
operations were instituted under the corporate

The enterprise
the Independence Electric Company.
1911 the
developed to substantial proportions and in
controlling company sold the property and business
to the Kansas Gas & Electric C^impany, by which
Mr. Murrow has since been retained as general manager of the plants at both Independence and Cherryafter
vale, the latter plant having been purchased
that at Independence had been taken over by the
The Kansas Gas & Electric Compresent company.
pany has the distinction of being the tirst in this
section of Kansas to employ wireless telegraphy as a
commercial agency and its wireless system touches the
cities of

Independence, Wichita and Pittsburg, Kan-

corps of the company is as here noted
President, H. P. Wright, of Kansas City, Missouri;
vice president, L. 0. Ripley, of Wichita and secretary
and treasurer, Charles E. Smyth, of Wichita. The
local oflices of the company at Independence are
Mr. Murrow has
located at 113 South Sixth Street.
identified himself fully and loyally with the civic and
business life of iHdcpendence and is the owner of his
attractive home projjerty, at 400 East Locust Street.
In politics Mr. Murrow gives his allegiance to the
republican party, and in liis home city he is affiliated
with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the
Rotary Club, the Commercial Club and the Country
Club. He is also a member of the American Society
of Electrical Engineers and of the national electrical
organization known as the Jovian Order. In addition
to his activities as manager of the Kansas Gas &
Electric Comjiany Mr. Murrow is vice president of the
Elgin Oil & Gas Coinpany, and one-half owner of the
substantial Inisiness conducted under the title of the
sas.

The

official

:

;

M. & M. Manufacturing Company, this name being
given from the surname initials of the two interested
pirincijials, Mr. Murrow and Mr. Mark D. Mitchell.
This company manufactures oil-well specialties and is
also actively concerned in natural gas production.

On the 14th of January, 190.5, was solemnized the
marriage of Mr. Murrow to Miss Tillie N. Barzen,
daughter of Jacob Barzen, a well known capitalist of
Kansas City and one originally concerned in the organization of the Independence Electric Company, as previously noted. Mr. and Mrs. Murrow have two children :
William Templer, who was born January 29, 1909, and
Richard Barzen, who was born December 16, 1912.
The genealogy of the Murrow family traces back to

stanch English origin and the first American representatives settled in the Dominion of Canada, whence
the parents of the subject of this sketch removed to

Boston, Massachusetts, when young, their
having been solemnized in that city.

marriage
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Mary Pierce V.vn Zile. A very important member of the faculty of the Kansas State Agricultural
College is Mrs. Mary Pierce Van Zile, dean of
women and dean of the division of home economics.
Her name is a household word in many widely
separated homes, for 'each year Mrs. Van Zile has
under her immediate care and instruction from 800
to 900 girls.
They come from many environments
and are mostly in the most receptive period of their
lives, and the influence exerted by Dean Van Zile
largely moulds their future.
Mary Pierce Van Zile was born on her father's

homestead, near Solomon, in Dickinson County,
Kansas, February 7, 1873, and is a daughter of

Lyman B. and Lea A. (Bandy) Pierce. The father
was a native of Vermont and came of sterling New
England stock. The mother was born in Indiana of
Lyequally excellent people and pioneer settlers.
man B. Pierce served as a soldier during the Civil
war, in the Union army, for four years and three
months, and shortly after its close pre-empted a

After
homestead in Dickinson County, Kansas.
proving upon that land he removed to Henry
County, Iowa, settling at Winfield, where he has
since resided, devoting his active years largely to
the manufacture of tiling, brick and sewer piping.
He can look back over eighty years of a well-

spent

life.

At Winfield, Iowa, Mary Pierce spent her childhood and young womanhood. Her early education
was received in the public schools of Winfield, and
the years of 18S9 91 were spent as a student in the

Kansas State Agricultural College although she did
not remain to graduate, for in December, 1S92, she
of Gilbert J. Van Zile. He was a
graduate of the college in the class of 1S90 and was
a student of law and was admitted to the bar. During the six years of their married life, Mr. and Mrs.
Van Zile resided at Carthage, Illinois, where he had
built up a lucrative practice when illness fell ujion
him and a brilliant career was terminated by his
death, in January, 1899. He left two sons, Ralph
Pierce and Loren Gilbert.. Mrs. Van Zile, unaided,
has reared these sons to honorable manhood, giving
them exceptional educational advantages. She has
had the proud satisfaction of seeing the elder son
a graduate of the Kansas State Agricultural College
in the class of 1916, the younger son being a student

became the wife

here.

Soon after the death of her husband, Mrs. Van
Iowa. Ambitious to be busy, tfseful
and independent, she decided to enter the Iowa
State College, at Ames, to pursue a course of study
that would prepare her for the work she had in
mind, and in 1904 she was graduated from this college in home economics. This field of trained work
was, in many sections, entirely new, but in the City
of Chicago she found her services acceptable and
appreciated and for four years taught home economZile returned to

In the fall of 1908
she came to the Kansas State Agricultural College
as professor of domestic science, and in 1909 was
made dean of women, and in 1913 dean of the division of home economics. In her work in the college
she has evinced exceptional ability, rendering skilled
services which have made her division second to
none in the completeness of its training in any
ics in the public schools there.

similar institution.

Dean Van Zile is a member of the Presbyterian
Church, of which church her venerable father has
been a ruling elder for more than a half century.
She has membership in several Greek letter college
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Kappa Phi and Omioron
Mention has been made of the salutary influeufc she exerts over the hundreds of girls who
annually come under her care and supervision. A
fraternities including Phi

Xu.

womanly woman she

is able to secure the confidence
of her charges ami her unfailing patience and sympathy arouse willing obedience, entire respect and
warm affection. In a way, Dean Van Zile may be
called a type of new woman
in her successful struggle for recognition as an efficient factor in the
world's work, strong because of her high type of
womanliness and because of her technical training
that has made her equal to the tasks she has

—

assumed.
Oii-PEKT LeHov ,1ori)an'. Through persistent aspiration and unceasing labor, Gilbert LeRoy .Tordan hns
won his way to tlie most satisfying and stable compensation of business life. Still a young man, with
his best years before him, he is at the head of one
of Topeka's prominent business establishments, the
College Hill Bakery, located at 1.509 Lane Street,
an enterprise which he has built up solely through
his own efforts. Mr. .Jordan commenced his business
career without the aiding influences afforded by
the possession of financial resources and has been
tlip builder of his own fortune.
He has kept persistently at what he started out to do, and has not
be
from
allowed himself to
diverted
the attainment
of his goal.
Gilbert h. .Tordan was born on a farm in the vicinity of Victor, Iowa County, Iowa, September 24,
1880, but has been a resident of Kansas since 189.').
He is one of four children born to the marriage of

R. W. and Caroline (Watson) .Jordan, natives of
R. W. .Jordan was reared and educated in
Ohio.
his native state, and in ISTo removed to Towa, where
he was for some years engaged in farming at different points.
This he continued until coming to
Tvansas. in 189.5, since which time he has given up
his agricultural activities and has engaged in various business ventures in different towns and cities.

At the present time he

the proprietor of the
Palisade Hotel, at Peabody, Kansas, and is one of
that city's prominent and influential citizens.
Gilbert Ij. .Jordan received his early education in
the country schools of Towa, dividing his boyhood
between attending the district schools in the winter
months and assisting his father in the work of the
farm during the summer seasons. He also attended
school for a time at La Cytrne, Kansas, but at the age
of sixteen years gave up his studies and commenced
devoting his entire time to work. Mr. .Jordan passed
two years on the farm before he liecame convinced
that farm life was not congenial to him. Ho had
always had a liking for the bakery business, and
when he was eighteen years of age left home and
went to Kansas City, Missouri, where he secured
eniployment with F. Ij. Burk. who conducted one
of the largest bakeries of that city.
There Mr.
.Jordan learned his trade and learned it well.
He
remained with ^fr. Burk from 1899 un,til 1907, in
which latter year he went to Horton, Jvansas, and
established him.self in business.
Poring the four
years that he remained at Horton, he gained confidence and found that he could make the business
pay. He found, however, that he needed a larger
field for his activities, and accordingly, in 1911,
came to Topeka and purchased the bakerv at
Xo. 1411 West Fifteenth Street. Tnder the impetus of his hard work and the excellence of his
products, the business grew by leaps and bounds,
is

and he was forced to seek larger quarters, eventuLane Street, where he installed
modern machinery and implements. His trade here
has grown to such proportions that recently he was
compelled to add another story and install another
ally settling at 1509

oven, thus increasing the capacity of his output by
50 per cent.
All this has been accomplished by
Mr. .lordan within a space of five years at Topeka,
now
and he is
the owner of one of the largest
bakeries in the State of Kansas.
His bakery is
conducted in a sanitary manner, thus insuring its
of
absolute cleanliness and purity, and as
patrons
only the best of materials are used his patrons are
of
assured
receiving a su[ierior article of bakery
goods. In business circles Mr. Jordan is accounted
a shrewd but thoroughly honest man, capable of
realizing his opportunities and able to make the

most of them.
On October 8, 1902, Mr. Jordan was united in
marriage with Miss Ethel Baughn, of Kansas, and
to this union there have been born two sons: Norman
and Lester. Mr. Jordan is not a politician, but
generally gives his vote to the democratic party,
although as a strong man of broad views on all
subjects, he is liable to be independent in his choice
of a candidate.
He is prominent in Masonry, belonging to all the Topeka Vork Rite bodies and Orient
Lodge Xo. 51, .\ncient Free and Accepted Masons
and Abdallah Shrine of Leavenworth. Mrs. .Jordan
is a member of the Euclid Methodist Church and
takes some interest in its movements. She is also
well known in fraternal circles, being a member of
the Eastern Star Lodge of Topeka.
.J.\MES Claude Wilhoit, M. D.
This is the name
of a ])rominent young physician and surgeon at Manin
hattan, but a man who
sjiite of his years has
.ittained an enviable prominence in the professional
and business life of his home state. Doctor Wilhoit
has those natural gifts whidi together with thorough

training

make

tlie

lujw largely surgery
He was born at

proficient surgeon.
and diagnosis.
Westmoreland in

His work

is

Pottawatomie

County, Kansas, .July 14, 1885, a son of Dr. .John W.
and Jennie (Armstrong) Wilhoit. His jiarcnts were
natives of Kentucky, where they married, and they
came to Kansas in 1884 and since 1885 Dr. John W.
Wilhoit has practiced medicine with success at St.
George, Kansas, and in that \-icinity. He is one of
the well known men of his county, and has won an
enviable reputation in his profession.
The early youth of Dr. J. C. Wilhoit was spent in
the community of St. George. He attended the public
schools there and later the State Normal School at
In 1907 he graduated M. I), from the
Emporia.
His first pracUniversity of Jjouisville, Kentucky.
tical experience was at St. George, but after a year
he located at Manhattan, where he has gained a large

and lucrative ]>ractice.
Doctor Wilhoit is a member of the Riley County
and the Kansas State Medical societies and the
American Medical Association, and in 1915 was
elected president of the county society and also president of the Golden Belt Medical Society. Ever since
graduating he has taken every ojiportunity to associate
with the leaders of the profession in America and
secure the benefit of further stu<ly and observ.ation.
He s|ient some time in the Post-firaduate School of
Medicine at Xew York City and has attended the
clinics of the famous Mayo brothers at Rochester,
Minnesota, and also the clinics of Chicago 's foremost
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He is a member of the
surgeon, John B. Murphy.
American Clinical Surgical Congress.
Doctor Wilhoit is interested in a number of busidirectors
ness affairs and is a member of the board of
He is well
for the Kansas Life Insurance Company.
known in fraternal circles, being a Knight Templar
Mason and Mystic Shriner and a member of the
1908
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. In
he married Ethel J. Peck of St. Joseph, Missouri.
Robert Lawrence Mitchell. Menoken Township,
Shawnee County, in 1870 was mainly raw prairie land
and the hardv pioneers who came here as homeseekers
had weary tasks before them. Agricultural riches
it was toilsome labor to
lay beneath the sod but
break up this sod, to plough and seed the land and

then await the harvest. In tlie above year many of
the eastern states contributed to the citizenship of
Kansas and among those who came from Ohio was
and inGeorge J. Mitchell. He was a prosperous
After sending his three
telligent farmer in Ohio.
sons to Oberlin College he thought to still further
advance them in life and in 1S70 bought 640 acres of
wild land in Shawnee County, the ranch which has
been the family projierty ever since, now increased to

800 acres, all in Menoken Township.
Robert Lawrence Mitchell, now deceased, was one
of the sons who settled iu Kansas, coming to this
farm in 1872. He was born near Bridgeville, in
Guernsey Countv, Ohio, February 7, 1848. His parents were George J. and Elniira Mitchell. As above
Lawrence Mitchell came to
Robert
mentioned
Menoken Township in 1872, accoHipauied by his
brother-in-law, A. M. Bates, now a resident of ColoThis farm had been Indian land and on one
rado.
Indian burial ground
part of it they found an old
and many other evidences of occupation although
no attempt had been made in the way of cultivation.
Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Bates had a difficult proposiface during the first two years, the great
in
grasshopper scourge rendering useless their labor
In the next year Mr. Bates left the uplands
1874.
and took land on the Kaw River bottoms, on which
he remained until 1900 when he and his son moved to
After 1874 Mr. Mitchell gradually made
Colorado.
of
progress and in the course of time became one
the leading men in the stock business in this townHe was a man of fine character, public spirship.
ited and free handed- and was ever ready to assist
laudable enterprises designed for the betterment of
He gave liberally to the Baptist
the community.
Church, to which he and wife belonged, and was
particularly interested in the founding of schools.
Mr. Mitchell was married to a Miss Keats and they
had a family of six children: John, George, Harry,
Bert, Nellie, now Mrs. Paul Priddy, and Grace.
Harry and Bert conduct the farm ranch, carrying on
tion to

general farming and stock raising. All the children
were given educational advantages and Bert, prior
to settling down on the farm, spent one year in the

He was married
Miss Wilina Joy Antrim, October 18, 1905, and
Thelma and Helen. As
they have two children
was his late father, Mr. Mitchell is a republieaji
but the family has never been very active in a
It is a
political way and have sought no offices.
representative family in its good citizenship, however, and no other in this section is more widely or
favorably known.
agricultural college at Manhattan.
to

:

The Independence Tribune is one of the oldest
papers in Kansas, with a record of continuous issue in
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one locality for forty-six years, and it is even older
than that since the same plant had been used for pubits
lishing a paper in Missouri for several years before
removal to Independence, when that town was located
on the frontier and at the very beginning of its growth
and development. The Tribune ever since its establishment has been under the control of two veteran
is
newspaper men, both brothers, W. T. Yoe, who
of Tlie
editor, and Charles Yoe, who is president
Tribune Printing Company. The manager of the jml)lieation is Charles Albert Connelly, who grew up in the
Tribune estalilishment and has himself been identified
with that journal for more than thirty years.
The record of the Yoe brothers in connection with
The Tribune is one of special interest to Kansans. W.
T. Yoe was born at Port Republic, Calvert County,
old
Maryland, March 26, 1845. The Yoes were an
Maryland family, having come from England with
Lord Baltimore and most of the descendants of the
Walter Yoe,
first emigrants still live in Maryland.
father of the Yoe brothers, was born in Maryland in
1800 and died at Rushville, Illinois, in 1867. He was
reared and married in Maryland, and in 1848 moved

He followed his trade as carto Rushville, Illinois.
in politics, served
penter and builder, was a republican
a time as a member of the Illinois militia. His wife
was Elizabeth William Harris, who was born in Virin 1859.
ginia in 1818 and died at Rushville, Illinois,
Her family came from the North of Ireland, and her
brother. Rev. William Harris, was a Baptist minister,
served as a colonel in the Confederate army, and died
Walter Yoe and
in Shelbyville, Kentucky, in 1870.
wife had three sons: W. T., Charles and Franklin F.
Franklin*is a druggist at Independence, Kansas, and
thus all three of the brothers are identified with that
city.

W. T. Yoe grew up in Rushville, Illinois, and most
of his schooling came before he was thirteen years of
that time.
age, having attended only six months after
His real education was acquired in a printing office,
and a better university for training young men does
not exist. At the age of thirteen he was at the office
of the Citizen at Rushville, and later in the office of
the Times, and made himself useful while accepting
such opportunities as were presented to learn the printing trade and all there was to know about the newspaper business as conducted in a small town. Later
for a time he clerked in a dry goods store, but in 1864,
of the
at the age of nineteen enlisted in Company

K

One Hundred and Thirty-seventh

Illinois

Regiment of

Infantry and served nine montlis until the close of the
After getting his honorable discharge, he rewar.
turned to Rushville, Init in 1866 moved to Shelbyville,
Missouri, and was in the hardware business for a time.
The real beginning of the Independence Tribune
came in 1868, when he and his brother Charles, having
located at Shelbina, Shelby County, Missouri, and
together with A. M. Y^ork and John W. Shaffer,
became owners of the Shelby County Herald. Three
years later, in 1871, the Y'oe brothers and L. XJ.
Humiilirey and A. M. York moved the plant from
Missouri to Independence, Kansas, which was then
of
just starting as a more or less promising village
Montgomery County. Wlien the plant was in readiness it began issuing the South Kansas Tribune, and
in 1874 the Yoe brothers purchased all other interests
and controlled the paper entirely until Mr. Connelly
was made a partner in 1898.
The Tribune Printing Company now has as its
Y'oe and C. A. Conproprietors W. T. and Cliarles
It is a remarkable record, when the vicissitudes
nelly.
of newspaper experience are considered, that the
Tribime has never missed an issue since it was estab-
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although the office was destroyed by fire in
The Tribune i3 a stanch old line standpat
republican paper, is issued weekly, circulating in
Montgomery and surrounding counties, and its prestige
and influence are second to none among the j.apers in
that section of the state.
The company owns the
building and plant at 109 South Penn Avenue. This
is the pioneer paper of Montgoniory County, and only
two other papers in Kansas are older, considered from
the standiioint of continuous existence and sur%i\ing
to the present time.
For forty-five years W. T. Yoe
has directed the editorial management of the paper,
while Charles Yoe has been president and business
executive, with Mr. Connelly now as business manager.
W. T. Yoe is a republican of the old school, a
member of the Methodist Church, and is affiliated
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the
Woodmen of the World, the Modern Woodmen of
America, the Knights and Ladies of Security and the
Sons and Daughters of Justice. A number of years
ago he wa.s appointed postmaster at Independence by
President Chester A. .Arthur, and served three years,
resigning before the expiration of his term. Governor
Humphrey also ajipointed him a member of the state
board of charities and for a time he was one of the
board of regents of the State Agricultural College at
Manhattan. He married Jennie E. Weatherby, a
daughter of Warren W. and Harriet Weatherby, "both
of whom are now deceased.
Her father was at one
time postmaster at Shelbina, Missouri. Their children are seven:
Harriet, living at home with her
parents: Roy, on a farm in Southern Montgomery
Edna
County;
May, wife of A. L. Bryan „ who lives
near Los Angeles, California, and is in the automobile
supply business: Earl, foreman in the Tribune printing office at Independence; Ruth, wife of Guy Arey
of Independence, Mr. Arey being in the oil business';
Warren W., with tlie Petroleum Products Company:
and George, in the engineering department for the
Kansas Xatural Gas Company, employed in the Oklalished,

1883.

homa

fields.

Charles Yoe, the younger of these veteran
publishers,
and the president of the company, was born at Rushville,

Schuyler County,

Illinois,

"September 22, 1849,

the year following the removal of his
]>arents
Gaining his education in the public
there, at the early age of sixteen he started for
and found employment at various seasons as a
locality.

in

sawing wood, peddling

ice

and

to that

schools

himself
farmer,

in printing offices.

For a time he was office boy for the Rushville Citizen,
and was paper carrier. For about five months he was
with John Nicholson on the lllinoisan at
Beardstown,
Illinois, and in 1868, as already stated, became associated with his l)rother and others in the
management
of the Shelby County Herald at
Shelbina, Missouri,
and from there accompanied the
plant and paper to

Independence, Kans.as.
Mr. Charles Yoe is a republican, and served on the
State Board of Oiarities under Governor Stanley
and
1910 was supervisor of the census. He is a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Among other
business interests he is president of the
Independence
Building & Loan Association.

m

On August 8, 1880, in Montgomery County, he
married Mi.ss Agnes Overfield, a
daughter of Thomas
and Margaret Overfield. Her father was a farmer
and is now deceased, and her mother resides in the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Yoe, and is
eighty-five
years of age. The Overfield family came to Kansas
from M.i-ssachusetts in 1854, and were among the
pioneers of the territory and had their part in the
"truggle for the free state movement.

Charles Albert Connelly, whose long and able
connection with the Independence Tribune has already
been noted, has been one of the live and progressive
citizens of Independence and has accepted many opportunities to serve the community in addition to his
work as a newspaper man.
He was born in Parke County, Indiana, August 12,
His father, Charles T. Connelly, who was born
1869.
in Parke County, Indiana, in 1845, is especially deserving of note in a history of Kansas. He was reared
•and married in Indiana and in 1885 moved to Garden
In 1887
City, Kansas, and proved up a claim there.
he came to Independence, and resumed his earlier
profession as a teacher. In the meantime he had made
an honorable record as a soldier of the Union during

Civil war.
He enlisted in 1862 at the age of
seventeen and served 3V.. years until the close of the
struggle, being a member of the Ninth Indiana BatFrom Independence he moved to Coffeyville,
tery.
and served as principal of schools there, and during
the summer vacations filled the post of city marshal.
It was while in the performance of his
duty that he
was killed in 1892, when the Dalton gang of outlaws
raided Coffeyville. He was a republican, a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, was affiliated with
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and was clerk
of the camp of the Modern Woodmen of America at
the time of his death. Charles T. Connelly married
Mary McCord, who was born in Parke County, Indiana,
in 1846 and died there in 1873.
The two children of
that ilnion were Charles Albert and Grace.
The latter, who died in 1908, at the age of thirty-eight, was
the wife of William X. Cox, county assessor of Parke
County, Indiana. Charles T. Connelly married for his
second wife Sarah Alexander, who died in 1896, survived by one daughter, Jessie May, now wife of Harry
W. Lang, a druggist at Coffeyville, Kansas. This
branch of the Connelly family came from Ireland to
North Carolina in colonial times, and subsequent generations moved to Kentucky and from there into
Indiana.
Charles A. Connelly, best known .among his friends
and business associates in Independence as Bert Connelly, spent the first sixteen years of his life in his
native Parke County, Indiana, attended the public
schools there and the Bloomingdale Academy of Indi-*
ana, and after coming to Independence was a pupil
in the high school until 1888.
However, in the meanwhile, in 1885, he had entered the office of the Tribune
Printing Company. He made himself a master of
its various details, and is an expert printer and newspaper man. In 1898 he was made a partner, and for
a number of years has been business manager of the
Tribune.
Mr. Connelly has served as director of the Independence Building and Loan Association, is a member and
served as director of the Independence Commercial
Club, belongs to the Rotary Club, served six years as
treasurer of the school board, during which time four
new modern school buildings were erected, and for
two years was a member of the city council. President
Taft appointed him postmaster of Independence, but
his appointment was not confirmed on account of the
Mr.
closely following election of President Wilson.
Connelly is a republican, is a trustee of the Methodist
Episcopal Cliurch, is affiliated with Fortitude Lodge
No. 107, Ancient, Free and Accci)ted Masons, and a
Royal .\rch Mason at Independence; with Independence camp of the Modern Woodmen of America, of
which he was banker four years, and his name is
usually closely associated with any enterprise for the
public good of his home city.
In 1894, at Independence, he married Miss Olive

the
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Stout, daughter of E. W. and Margaret Stout.
is a member of the Daughters of the

Miss Stout

American Eevolutiou and Eastern Star lodge. Her
mother is still living at Independence, and her father,
now dec£Tised, was a. grocery merchant of that city,
member of the school board and stood high in the
community. Mr. and Mrs. Connelly have two children,
Glenn, born November 28, 1897, a graduate of Montgomery County High School, and now attending Baker
University, and Margaret, born November 14, 1901,
now a sophomore in the Montgomery County High
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Manhattan Press Club, and an
of the Topeka Press Club. Many
articles from his pen that have been published in
magazines attest his individual literary talents.
Mr. Crawford belongs to Phi Kappa Phi, scholarship society, and to Sigma Delta Chi, honorary journalism fraternity, and is also a Knight Templar.
president
associate

of

the

member

He

is very prominent in the Episcopal Church,
being
a vestryman of the church at Manhattan, and in
1917 was a delegate to the Synod of the Province
of the Southwest.

School.

Nel.son Antrim Cr.^wford is professor of industrial
journalism and superintendent of printing with the
Kansas State Agricultural College. For several years
he was instructor in English in the Agricultural College but has been head of the journalism work since
April, 1914.
In his special department he has done important
work for the Agricultural College. For several
years of his early life he was a newspaper reporter
and was thus no stranger to the practical phases
of journalism when he came to his present position.
He has in the past two years increased the work
of the department threefold.
By virtue of being
professor of industrial journalism he is also editor
of The Kansas Industrialist, the organ of the Kansas State Agricultural College, and has charge of
the college advertising and publicity.
He is also
editor of The Kansas Churchman, the official paper
of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas.
He was born at Miller, South Dakota, but was
reared at Council Bluffs, Iowa, where for many
years his father practiced law. His father. Nelson
Antrim Crawford, Sr., was born in Ohio of Scotch
lineage, the Crawfords tieing an ohl Pennsylvania
family. The senior Crawford married Fannie Vandereook, w-ho was born in Wisconsin of Holland

Dutch origin. She is directly descended from New
York Knickerbocker ancestry, and one of her forefathers was Simon Vandercook, an officer in the
American Revolution. The presence of this ancestor
in his family tree gives Professor Crawford memberships in the Sons of the Revolution.
Both Mr. Crawford's parents were teachers in
Dakota Territory, and while there they met and
married.
Subsequently they moved to Council
Bluffs, Iowa, and many years later to Lincoln, Nebraska, where they now reside. They had two sons,
the younger of whom is Robert Piatt Crawford, a
practical newspaper man and journalist.
After graduating from the Council Bluffs High
School, Nelson A. Crawford spent several years in
newspaper work, and then entered the State University of Iowa, where he was graduated B. A. in
1910. In the fall of that year he came to the Kansas
State Agricultural College to become instructor in
English. Later he was assistant professor of English, and resigned that position in July, 1014, to
While teaching English
accept his present post.
at Manhattan he was also a student in the University of Kansas, and in 1914 received his Master
of Arts degree.
Mr. Crawford is a member of the American Association of Teachers of Journalism; is vice president
of the American Association of Agricultural College Editors; is a member of the American Dialect
Society; of the Society of the Quill; of the Kansas
Editorial Association; of the Kansas Authors'
He is a former president of the Kansas
Club.
Association of Teachers of English.
He is now

William Gibson Dickie. Though he began his
career on a Kansas farm with very few advantages
in the way of schooling and has had to w'ork for
his own support and for that of others since boyhood, William G. Dickie has acquired a very honorable position in business affairs at Topeka, and
has a record embodying many useful years spent
in public office, in manufacturing lines, and in
connection with several Kansas corporations.
A native of Kansas, he was born six miles west
of Olathe, Johnson County, January 21, 1870. His
parents, William Holmes and Charity (Gibson)
Dickie, had moved to their farm in .Johnson County
only a short time before his birth. William Holmes
Dickie, as was his wife, was a native of PennHe gained his education in district
sylvania.
schools while working on his father's farm, afterwards acquired a place of his own, was married, and
in

18.56

brought

his

family to

Illinois.

There at

the outbreak of the war he enlisted in Company E
of the One Hundred and Second Illinois Infantry,
going in as a musician and immediately being assigned to the hospital corps, with which he served
through the war. Released from the army he rejoined his family in Illinois, and they soon afterwards decided to move to Kansas, locating iirst on
the farm in Johnson County above mentioned.
Here they had the usual vicissitudes attending
Kansas agriculture in those days. The first crops
were entirely destroyed by grasshoppers. However,
they were better off the second year, and in the
course of time by the labors of all members of the

household they, were making a comfortable living.
On account of his military service William H.
Dickie was never in robust health after the war,
and the burden involved in the support of eight
children had to be shared proportionately by all the
younger members of the household as strength
Thus William G. Dickie began to feel
permitted.
the serious responsibilities of life when only a child.
He was ambitious to secure an education, but he
had to study as opportunity presented itself in the
intervals of work, and some time after leaving off
from attendance at the district schools he was able
to complete a course in the Spaulding Commercial
Colleao at Kansas Citv, Missouri.
His first position after leaving this school was aa
bookeeper with the Farmers' Co-operative Shipping
Association at Beloit, Kansas. This was an organIn the
ization of the farmers of Mitchell County.
meantime the Dickie family had moved to Mitchell
County. The association' of which Mr. Dickie was
bookkeeper was one of the first of its kind and was
the forerunner of the Farmers' Union. After two
years he was offered and accepted the place of
deputy county treasurer of Mitchell County, and
was engaged in the creditable performance of the
He then reduties of that office for three years.
signed to become assistant cashier of the Beloit
State Bank, a post he also held three years. His
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next promotion was as manager of the state printing establishment under John S. Parks, state printer.
That called him to Topeka, with which city he has
since been identified, lie was with the state printing office six years, two years under Mr. Parks and
four years under W. Y. Morgan, now lieutenantgovernor of Kansas.
In the meantime on June 19, 1902, Mr. Dickie
and Miss Bertha Morris of Lancaster, Wisconsin,
were married. To their union was born one child

named Margaret.

In 1903 Mr. Dickie organized and became president of the Jensen Manufacturing Company, manu-

The plant of this
company was built at Kast Eighth and the Santa
Fo Railroad tracks, and is now occupied by the
Mr.
Pierson Transmitter Company of Topeka.
facturers of creamery supplies.

Dickie's associates in that enterprise were W. F.
Jensen, J. S. Parks and A. Jensen, and later George
A. Clark. In 1912, after having operated successfully for nine years, the business of the company
was" purchased by the J. G. Cherry Company of
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Mr. Dickie then removed to
Cedar Kapids to become supervisor in the manuHe
facture of articles formerly made at Topeka.
lived at Cedar Rapids

two years.

While

there, in

October, 1912, he suffered a great loss in the death
She was laid to rest in Lancaster,
of his wife.
Wisconsin, her former home.
On February 1, 1914. Mr. Dickie returned to Topeka and became president of the Kaw Paving
Company. This is one of the large industries of
Topeka, and his other associates in the executive
management are H. A. Kingsley, vice president:
H. L. Shire, secretary and treasurer; and Miss Cora
Green, assistant secretary.
Mr. Dickie is one of the organizers and the vice
president of the Kansas State Employers Association.
This association has relations with all lines
of interest and industry in the state, and its pur'

pose is to promote proper legislation indiscriminately for the good of employer and employe alike,
and it has already accomplished a large amount of
wholesome good. Mr. Dickie is on the board of
directors of the Topeka Title and Bonding Company,
is a member of the Commercial Club, is a Mason,
and politically is independent in local matters,
though a republican when it comes to national
issues.

J.KME.s C. Holland.
The public architecture of
Kansas, especially in the capital city, is largely a
record of the skill and experience of one man,
James C. Holland. Mr. Holland by all the standards
that can he applied is a great architect.
He has
cained a well deserved prominence in this profession.
His experience in Kansas covers more than thirty
At one time he held the office of state
years.
.nrchifect, but throughout his business has largely
been in connection with the desicning and the superintending of coMstruction of buildings which serve a

public or quasi-public purpose.
A few years ago a signal recognition of his standing as an architect was given when he was one of the
eight architects outside the city invited by the New
York Society of .Vrchitects to membership in that
When it is considered that this is the greatest
hoily.
or^aniz.ation of its kind in .\merica, and when only
men of recognized st-nndin^ and al)ility are aclmitted
to its membership, the invitation can be appraised at
its real worth, and even Mr. Holland, who hna never
looked for praise or honors beyond a conscientious

jierforniance that would satisfy himself, had reason
to be pleased with this invitation.
Both as to his family and himself a great deal

might be said and the following sketch has a most
a]))iropriatc place in any history of Kausay.
James C. Holland was born at Lima, Ohio, in a

The original spelling of the
John Howland was the progenitor of the American family and came as a follower of Lord Baltimore during the early colonization of the present State of Maryland. What branch
log cabin April 2, 1853.

name was Howland.

of the family adopted the spelling Holland is not now
ascertainable.
Mr. Holland 's family, however, has
spelled the name in that form for many generations.
For many years the home of Mr. Holland 's ancestors
His
was around Plj-mouth Rock, Massachusetts.
father's cousin was the noted American author, whoso
writings were so widely read a generation ago and
are still highly prized, John G. Holland.
Thomas Holland, grandfather of James C, was a
pioneer in the State of Ohio, locating near Washington Court House in Fayette County, about 1803.
There he endured all the hardships of pioneering,
ileveloped a good homestead, and by his marriage to
Lorena Cahill reared a large family of children.
Barton Andrew Holland, the youngest child of
Thomas and Lorena, and the father of James C.
Holland, was a prominent man in Northwestern Ohio.
All of the name in Ohio were substantial men, ranked
aliove the average in point of citizenship, and fearlessly did their duty in whatever circumstance of
life they were placed.
Barton A. Holland in early
life was a builder, and was quite widely known in
that line.
Early in the Civil war he was made a
He recruited the Ninetyrecruiting officer at Lima.
ninth, One Hunilred and Eighteenth and One Hundred
and Eiglitieth Ohio Volunteer Regiments of Infantry.
He himself went to the front as first lieutenant and
later captain of a company in the One Hundred and

Eighteenth, afterwards was made ranking captain in
One Hundred and Eightieth regiment, and still
later became major of that regiment. With that rank
he served until the close of the war. One of his sons,
Thomas B.. now one of Ohio's successful criminal
lan-yers, living at Paulding, was first lieutenant in
the One Hundred and Eighteenth Regiment.
For
many years the Holland family lived in the vicinity
of Lima, and another family in the same locality
was the Osnions. Barton A. Holland married Lydia
Osmou, a daughter of Thomas and Kaehel (Osborn)
the

Osmon.
^Vllen Major Holland returned from the war his
health was shattered, and he was unable to continue
He served as sheriff
actively his building business.
and deputy sheriff of Allen County, Ohio, and subse-

quently practiced law at Lima. While he was never
a student in a law ccrtlege he had the basic qualifications of the real lawv-er.
He possessed an analytical
mind, was almost infallible in the matter of figures

and measurements, and his reasoning powers and
sound logic gave him high rank as a lawyer. He was
also a power in Ohio jiolitics, and was camjiaigu
manager of Calvin S. Brice when that Ohio statesman
was elected United States senator by one vote.
Barton A. Holland died in 1907.
Much of the
attribute which James 0. Holland has shown for the
of architecture he credits to inheritance
father.
He was especially influenced to
take up the building business by a brother-in-law,
James M. McKinney, then a prominent builder at
Lima. Mr. Holland had a sound educational trainprofession

from

ing,

his

though i)erhaps measured by modern standards

it
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of subjects as are
did not include as wide a range
attended the
found in a university curriculum. He
and afterwards removed with
public schools of Lima,
there helped to build
his parents to Ada, Ohio, and
of eleven years
and afterwards attended from the age
Prof H. b.
the noted normal school foimded by
Ohio
Lehr which afterwards was known as the
forUnimal University and now the Ohio Northern

m

versity.

^,

e

cc

the oflice of
Holland spent about a year
In 1879
Toledo.
Rumbaugh & Bacon, architects, at his business as a
he returned to Ada and resumed
In 1880 he took a special
builder and designer.
On his return he was
course at Cornell University.
at
the chair of architecture in his alma mater

Mr

given

James

C.

Holland arrived at Topeka in 1885 with

Ada he had met
$110 of borrowed money. While at
with a severe accident that not only kept him under
a doctor's care for many months but left him penniThus when he began his practice as an architect
less.
Because of
in Kansas he was practically insolvent.
his previous experience, his thorough technical qualicame to him at Topeka,
fications, business gradually
and many years ago he took his place at the head of
the profession.

In 1895 Mr. Holland was elected state architect.

filled that office three years, resigning to accept
the position of special architect for the Santa Fe
Kailwav Company. As state architect he really dishouse architect for
charged three functions, as state
as state architect,
finishing up the eapitol building,
an office created by the board of public works, and
Duras architect for the State Board of Charities.
in office he supervised
ing the three years he spent
the expenditure of nearly $750,000 in public buildthat he completed
ings in Kansas. It is noteworthy
the
all the central wing of the eapitol building except
central dome, and even for that he had all the plans
and specifications drawn, still the actual work of construction was finished by his successor.
On leaving the oflice of state architect he continued with the Santa Fe Railway until 1899, and
since then has been in individual practice, and is
now head of the firm of J. C. Holland & Sou, with
For about twelve
offices at 734 Kansas Avenue.
vears Mr. Holland's services were largely employed
bv the Wells Fargo Express Company in designing
their buildings over a widely extended territory.
As stated previously, Mr. Holland's work has been
largely confined to the designing and superintendence
There have
of the construction of public buildings.
few
been no local limitations to his practice.
Tears ago the municipal government of Cohocs, New
York, awarded him the contract for the city hall over
twenty-eight comjietitors. That is only one of a long
list of public buildings erected or supervised by Mr.
Holland. He has designed nearly all the prominent
the
public buildings of the City of Topeka, including
Shawnee County Courthouse, the high school and
manual training school, the Journal Building, the
Capper Building, the Mills Building, the Topeka
Auditorium, the Topeka Young Men 's Christian
Association, the Presbyterian and Central Congregational churches, the 'Daily Capital Building and
numerous others. He has constructed sixteen courthouses in different counties of Kansas, and a large
number of schools, Young Men's Christian Association buildings, churches, jails and business buildings
in this and other states.

He

A

Mr. Holland is a prominent Mason, a Knight
Templar, a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite and a
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He is also an Elk, a member of the Toltecs,
and Rotary clubs,
belongs to the Topeka Commercial
and in politics is a republican.
he married Miss
September 14, 1882, at Ada, Ohio,
Mrs. Holland came with him to
Lizzie Braker.
Kansas, and has loyally aided him in his business
success and at the same time has devoted herself most
are three
unselfishlv to her home and children. There
Barton Andrew, Franklin Osmon and
children:"
are now associated with
Lydia Lucile. The two sons
father in business, while Lucile is the wife of
Shriner.

their
R. H.

Sowers of Topeka.

Thomas Jefferson Booth, of Independence, is a
which state
native of Illinois, in Adams County, of
he was born January 4, 1856. He was but eight
removed to Iowa and
years of age when his parents
resided
settled in Des Moines County, where they
in Montgomery
until 1869, in which year they settled
took up a claim
County Kansas, where the father
J.
and resided until his death in 1878. Thomas

Booth is a son of Milton and Agatha (Adams) Booth.
His father was born in Virginia in 1808, and was a
the
son of John Booth, an Englishman, who came to
United States as one of three brothers, he settling in
Booth was born in KenVirginia. Agatha (Adams)
She bore her
tucky and was of German lineage.
husband seven children, four of whom are deceased.
manhood. She
\11 of them grew to womanhood and
was but
died while the family was living in Iowa, and

time of her death. Thomas
forty years of age at the
his father
J. Booth was thirteen years of age when
came to Montgomery County, Kansas, in 1869, and
since then he has continued to reside in this county.
He was reared on his father's farms in Illinois, Iowa
and Kansas. He obtained a fair common school education in the public schools of Iowa and Kansas, and
or country
also taught several terms in the district
He aided his father on the farm, breaking
schools.
and doing other work comprairie sod, herding cattle
mon to the farm life of a youth. Mr. Booth married
of twentv-three, and he began the battle of
at the

age

farmer in Montgomery County.
continued strictly at farming until 1884, in which
and shipping catyear he engaged in buying, feeding
For ten consecutive years he was successfully
tle.
Mr. Booth removed
engaged in the business. In 1894
from the farm into the City of Independence, where
he has since resided. In that year he became the
& Hardware Comorganizer of the Union Implement
business concern he
pany, of Independence, in which
has continued to hold considerable stock, and for ten
and manager of the
years he was secretary, treasurer

life for liimself as "a

He

In 1904 Mr. Booth engaged in the oil
business as a producer, and is still interested rather
In 1916 he became
extensively in the oil industry.
Bank of Independence.
I^resident of the First National
In this form of business he has met with that gratifyof his business undering success that has attended all
He is the owner of several businesj blocks
takings.
and other real estate in Independence, of which city
he has truly been a builder. Among the buildings he
has erected in Independence is the Hotel Booth of
which he is owner and projirietor. This he erected
The building is 91 by 111 feet, and five
in 1911.
It is said to be the only
stories above the basement.
strictly fireproof hotel in Kansas, is modern throughout aiid is thoroughly sanitary in eijuipment.
company.

Mr. Booth is independent in politics, but he has
his
never sought political honors, preferring to giye
time and attention to business affairs. Fraternally
he is a Knight Templar Mason, a Scottish Rite Jfason
of the
in the thirty-second degree and a member
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Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.
He is also a member of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks.
Mr. Booth has been twice married. In 1879 he
married Amanda Peebler, a daughter of William and
Elizabeth Peebler, who came to Montt;omory County,
Kansas, in 1870 from Iowa, in Jefferson County of
which state their daughter was born. Mrs. Booth
died in 1900, lca\-ing three children, as follows: Clyde
E. Booth, who died in 190.'i at thl age of nineteen
years; Nellie B. became the wife of E. .1. Lambert,
a well known and successful la«-j-er and oil producer
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, by whom she is the mother of
a son and daughter, Thomas Benjamin and Mary
Frances Lambert and Ethel E., who became tlie wife
of B. W. Kellough, one of the most ))roniiueiit and
able lawyers of Tulsa, Oklahoma, by whom she is the
mother of two children, namely, Helen Virginia and
Thomas Bootli Kellough. Mr. Booth is very fond of
his grandchildren, taking as much interest in them
In 1904 Mr. Booth
as if they were his own children.
married a second time, Laura Bradley becoming his
wife. She is a d.aughter of Milton and Emma Bradley,
and was about eight years of age when lier parents
came to Independence, where she was reared. Mrs.
Booth is refined and cultured, and presides with dignity in their home, which is at the Hotel Booth, where
they have very elaborat<^ apartments.
Mr. Booth is unassuming, and is highly esteemed
in Independence.
In all of his business transactions
he has dealt with his fellow man fairly, and for jirobity
of character no man of his resident city is more highly
respected than he. He began his business career on
limited capital, but success has attended his business

the high school course at Waseca. After a year as
a teacher in a district school near the old home, he
entered the University of Minnesota in the liberal
arts department, and was graduated A. B. in 1906.
During his senior year in the university he was
assistant instructor in botany, a subject in which he
specialized and which became the basis for his later
work. During 1906-07 he was instructor in botany
at the University of Minnesota, and during the same
In the
year continued his post-graduate work.
spring of 1907 he received his Master of Arts

endeavors.

.Josephine.

;

degree.

From

the University of Minnesota he went direct
Washington, District of Columbia, and there became assistant plant pathologist in the Department
to

of Agriculture. In 1908 he was made plant pathologist in charge of the cereal diseases work of the
department. This was the field of his study and
research until he came to the Kansas State Agricultural College four years ago.
During the winter of 1910-11 he took graduate
work in the George Washington University at
Washington, District of Columbia. He is a Fellow
of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science, a member of the American Association
of Farmers' Institute Workers, a member of the
Botanical Society of America, of the American
Phyto Pathological Society and of the National
Geographic Society. He also belongs to the national
honorary fraternities of Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Xi,
Alpha Zeta and Phi Kappa Phi. Mr. Johnson is a
member of the Congregational Church. In 1911 he
married Miss Ruth Daniels of West Medway, Massachusetts. Their two children are named Carola and

In addition to the routine of his duties which

Edward

Identified with the Kansas State Agricultural College at Manhattan since
the fall of 1912, Edward Carl Johnson is now dean
of the division of college extension and is also
superintendent of farmers' institutes and state
leader of county agent work. At first his work was
that of superintendent of institutes and demonstration in the division of college extension.
Since
September, 1915, his duties have been as just described.
Mr. Johnson is an expert in several departments
aflfecting

C.\rl John.son.

the

broad

science

of

agriculture.

His

authorship of a number of bulletins and monographs
prove this. But his work has not been confined to
a laboratory. He is a man of much enthusiasm and

a successful worker in the co-operative movement
between the agricultural school and the practical
farmer.
Since coming to Kansas he has given special
attention to extension work, increasing the number
of farm bureau and county agents in Kansas from
one to seventeen, by July 1, 1916. and organizing
extension schools for both men and women.
In
that way the usefulness of the splendid college at
Manhattan has been broadly extended to those
persons who most need its advice and co-operation.
Dean .Johnson is a Minnesota man by birth, and
was born in Waseca County, April 18, 1880. His
parents, August and .Josephine (Peterson') Johnson,
were born in Sweden, were married in the United
States, and after their marriage located on a farm
in Waseca County, Minnesota, where the son, Edward C, spent his youth. While on the farm he
gained something of that practical knowledge which
He atis at the basis of all successful farming.
tended the country schools and in 1901 completed

bring him in practical contact with the farmers of
the great State of Kansas, Mr. .Johnson has a growing reputation as an author, and besides numerous
articles that he has contributed to farm journals and
newspapers, he is author of a number of technical

A

brief description of these is as follows:
in the United States," United
States Department of Agriculture B. P. I. Bulletin
No. 216, 1911, Mr. Johnson being a co-author with
E. M. Freeman; "The Loose Smuts of Barley and
Wheat," United States Department of Agriculture
B. P. I. Bulletin No. 152, 1909, also coauthor with
K. M. Freeman
"Tiniotliy Rust in the United
States," JTnited States Department of Agriculture
treatises.

"The

Busts of Grains

:

B. P. I. Bulletin No. 224, 1911; "Methods in Breeding Cereals for Rust Resistance," Proceedings of
the American Society of Agronomy. Vol. 2, pages
76-SO, 1910; "Floret Sterility of Wheats in the
Southwest." Phvtonatliology. Vol. 1, No. 1. 1911:
"The Smuts of Wheat, Oats, Barley and Corn,"
T'nited States Department of Agriculture Farmers'
Bulletin No. .507, 1912;
Study of Some Imperfect Fungi Isolated from Wheat, Oat and Barley
Plants," ITnited States Department of Agriculture
Journal of Agricultural Research, Vol. 1, No. 6,
in Kanpages 475-492, 1914; "Farmers' Institutes
sas; A Handbook for Institute OtVicers," Agricultural Education, Vol. 1, No. 22, Kansas State
Agricultural College, 1913; "The Smuts of Kafir,
Other Sorghums and Broom Corn," Agricultural
Education, Vol. 6, No. 4, Kansas State Agricultural
DiviCollege, 1914; "Contour Farming in Kansas,"
sion of College Extension, Circular No. 7, Kansas
State Agricultural College, 1914; "The Agricultural

"A

Agent and Farm Bureau Movement

in

Kansas,"
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Levi F. Johnsox. As it was only about sixty years
ago that the first jiermaneut settlements were made
in Kansas, there are a number of the real pioneers

men who can recount their experiences
the plains were covered with buffaloes, when
Indians made camp along the creeks, when the prairie
fires raged across the high grass, and when tlie woods
were filled witli game, the creeks with fish, and when
still

alive,

when

new and primitive.
living retired at a comfortable
Levi F. Johnson had his share

everything was

Now

field

home
in

in Winthe early

making of Kansas, particularly of Cowley County.
He made his first trip to Kansas in 1860 when he
liought eighty acres of wild land near Frankfort,
The unsettled conditions of the
Marshall County.
frontier made a ])ermanent residence at tliat time
undesirable, and it was not until after the war in
which he fouglit bravely and gallantly as a Union
soldier that he returned to Kansas, then a state, and
entered upon his real work as a builder and homemaker.
Mr. Johnson recalls many trips which he
made years ago with parties to hunt buffalo, which
He had many
could be still found in large herds.
exciting experiences on such expeditions, and he is
one of the comparatively few men who can recall
the actual taste of buffalo steak and the methods of
hunting an animal which is now all but extinct.
Levi F. Johnson was born in Harrison County, Ohio,
October 28, 1837, and has lived almost fourscore
His parents were Aaron and Hannah (Feasyears.
His father was born in Harrison
ter) Johnson.
County, Ohio, and died at Marion, Kansas, at the age
of sixty-three.
Tlie mother's ]iarents were Pennsylvania Dutch people, l^evi F. Johnson was one of
five children, the others being Ehoda, Daniel, Samuel
and Mary. Of these Samuel and Levi are the only
All the sons served in the Civil war.
survivors.
Daniel was killed at the battle of Chickamauga while
Samuel was a
fighting with the Fifty-first Ohio.
member of tlie Forty-first Ohio Regiment.
Reared and educated in his native county, Levi F.
.Tohnson after his first trip to Kansas and his return
to his native state, was aroused by the news of tlie
disaster at Bull Run, and hastened to enlist to defend
the Union.
He became a member of the Seventyeighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and his early service
was under General Grant. He participated in the
capture of Fort Donelson, in the battle of Sliiloh, at
f'orinth, and was in many of those battles leading up
to the siege and capture of Vicksburg.
He fought at
.T.-ickson,
Champion Hill, and spent many days in
tlie
slow and steady approach to the Mississippi
Mr. Johnson says that during the siege
.stronghold.
of Vicksburg and contrary to the orders of the officers
lie and his Union comrades
frequently visited with
tlie rebels and traded tobacco and other
supjilies, and
however bitterly they fought when time for battle
arrived they were friends during the lulls of fighting.
About the time Vicksburg fell Mr. Johnson was detailed to service in the Freedman 's Bureau.
He was
placed in charge of a. camp of refugee negroes at
the Joe Davis plantation twenty-eight miles below
There efforts were made to render the
Vicksburg.
negroes self-supporting. They were trained to grow
cotton, and Mr. Johnson had the task of allotting
lands, maintaining a general supervision over the
former slaves, and distributing rations and mules supWhile in that work he received
jilied by the bureau.
a discharge from the army, but was kept in his
posi-

tion until after the close of the war.
the time he had the management
negroes.
For three years after the war he
South and was engaged in cotton
short time the price of cotton fell so
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During part of
of

about 2,000

remained in the
In a
growing.
that the growing
of the staple became unprofitable, and after
realizing
only a few hundred dollars from his venture he returned to Kansas in 1868.
The next three years he spent on his eighty acres
of land in Marshall County. Selling that to advantage
in the spring of 1871 he sought what was reported as
government land on the Osage Indian strip in what
is now Cowley County.
He paid the regular government price of $1.2.5 per acre and received his deed
from President Grant. His purchase was in Beaver
Township, west of the Arkansas River and six miles
south and six miles west of Winfield. It was mostly
bottom lands. Mr. Johnson had driven a span of
horses and at once set to work to break up the
ground, which he planted in corn. After the planting
was made his crop received no further cultivation,
but such was the fertility of the soil and the excellence of the season that the land produced one of
the best crops of corn he ever saw.
It also proved
wonderfully productive of melons, potatoes and other
For his first dwelling there Mr. Johnson had
crops.
a log cabin with a dirt floor.
In the meantime on June 12, 1870, in Marshall
County he married Miss Dora Biggs, who was then
a young lady of nineteen.
She entered heartily into

the pioneer spirit of living and helping, and a great
of the credit for the success which he has
accomplished is due to this sensible and practical
woman, who was not only a wife and mother but
also a partner and sharer in all his undertakings.
Not far from their pioneer home was a little saw
mill owned by a neighbor, and that produced the
lumber needed for building purposes. Along the river
sliare

grew many large trees, principally cottonwood and
walnut, and the logs from these were worked up into
the lumber whicli went into the early buildings in
tliat section of Cowley County.
In 1873 a larger
mill was started and that mill sawed the timbers for
tlie residence which Mr. Johnson still has on his farm.
He also showed foresight and was not content merely
with the crops raised from the virgin soil. He set
out fifteen acres to fruit, and in a few years had an
aliundance of plums and apples not only for his own
use and to supply his neighbors but also for the
general market. He frequently sold as high as $180
worth of apples.
Besides general farming Mr. Johnson gave his
attention to stock raising and by working on this
diversified plan he got ahead rapidly and was able to
buy other land when values were low. At the present
time his ownership extends to 1,.500 acres in that
Besides the old homestead he has 640 acres
vicinity.
in a body five miles southeast of Winfield.
He paid
less than $8 an acre for that section of laud and
some of his land was bought at $13 an acre. He has
also bought some valuable pieces of centrally located
business projierty in Winfield, and that has proved a
wise investment and insures a permanent income.
Mr. .lolinson is a director in the First National Bank
of Winfield.
While lie has always voted the republican ticket
he has never been an office seeker. His imblic spirited
efforts have been directed in a practical fashion to
A number
the improvement of his home locality.
of years ago a bridge was badly needed over the
Arkansas River.
Ajipropriations for that purpose
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had twice beeu voted down, and he then personally
asMuuied the risk mid let tlie contract on his own
The law then permitted
responsibility for $2,800.

make appropriations iu such cases
they saw lit, and in this instance he was reimbursed
He also contracted for and
to the extent of $2,00U.
This
built the lirst scliooUiouse in District No. Gl.
schoolhouse became the center of all neighborhood
religious and social gatherings, a church and Sunday
school having been started iu a year or two after
Mrs. Johnson was largely
the house was put up.
instrumental iu these movements, and was one of the
first Sunday school teachers in this neighborhood.
In November, 1910, Mr. and Mrs. Johnson removed to Winfield, the operation of the old homesteail having been turned over to their son Robert
The other children are: Minnie, wife of the Wintield
hardware merchant, Thomas backus; Eva, widow of
Ed Sidel, living with her parents; and Khoda, who
has proven herself a very capable assistant to her
father in general oversight of his extensive interests.
Mr. Johnson is an active member of the local post of
the Grand Army of the Republic.
connnissiouers to
if

C

Uexby Clinton Kibbee. Among the rei)reBentative
business men of Topeka, Henry Clinton Kibbee occupies a foremost place and is well known in
financial circles not only in Kansas but over a wide
territory. He came to this great state in 1887 and,
with the whole world as his field of choice, has
never found a more desirable section in which to
live.
His business concerns for thirty consecutive
years have caused him to travel the country over,
hence this is a proof of some value that Kansas can
offer many attractions in the way of comfortable
living and preservation of health.
Henry Clinton Kibbee was born at Port Huron,
Michigan, May 24, 1859, and he is a son of Doctor
Dr.
Jared and Fanny E. (Gillingham) Kibbee.
Jared Kibbee was a graduate of the old Cleveland
Medical College, entering that institution after
preparatory reading and study in his native state,
\irinoiil.
He jiracticed in Mount Clemens. Michigan, and was its first postmaster. Thence he went
to Detroit and finally to Port Huron, Michigan. He
returned to Cleveland and graduated in dentistry
and continued during his active years to practice in
that profession.
In the public schools of Port Huron, Henry C.
Kibbee completed his educational course and had
his health been robust, would probably have learned
some trade as his natural inclination was in the
directions of mechanics. In 1880 he left Michigan
for Colorado and for three years he was engaged
there in mercantile pursuits, mainlj" at Denver. In
188.3, desiring an outdoor life, he went to Dakota
Territory, now the State of South Dakota, and preempted land in Hand County with the expectation
of making ranching his future business.
Circumstances caused him to look further after two seasons,
and he went then to Miller, the county seat, and
accepted a position as clerk in a store as a temporary occupation.
In 1886 Mr. Kibbee became general agent and
examiner of securities for the Mortgage Trust Company of Pennsylvania and has been identified with
this corporation ever since.
In its interest he has
traveled all over the Middle West and with the
officials and their patrons he is alike held in great
A confidential position held for thirtv
respect.
years is a testimonial to fidelity and efficiency of
service that cannot be questioned. In 1887 he moved

Kansas, where he resided until 1900
city has been
He has been
active as a good citizen, in encouraging and assisting in many admirable public movements, but he
has never been unduly active politically, limiting
his efforts to casting his vote for the candidates
of the democratic party.
Mr. Kibbee was united in marriage on October 4,
1889, to Miss Louise Halbig, who was a daughter of
Christian and Louise Halbig, residents of Miller,
South Dakota, at that time. Mr. and Mrs. Kibbee
are members of the Episcopal Church. He is prominent in Masonry, has attained the thirty-second degree of Scottish Rite Masonry, and belongs to the
Mystic Shrine.
to Hutchinson,

when he removed to Topeka, which
his home for the past sixteen years.

Hiram B. Miller. Kansas wheat and corn and
other farm products have been so much emphasized
as partly to obscure the fact that the great basic
industry of the state up to twenty-five or thirty years
ago was live stock. Older residents of the state,
now a little i)ast their prime, will recall that the
leading industry of their youth, except perhaps in
tlie few counties along the eastern border, was the
Of the men
raising of live stock on the great ranges.
who stood jire-emineut in that industry sjiecial mention should be made of the late Hiram B. Miller, who,
however, was more than a cattle man and stock farmer.
He impressed his influence on the legislation and civic
well-being of Kansas and was one of the state 's most
honored citizens when he died at his home in Topeka,
October 23, 1912.
In fact he was a historic character. He might
fittingly be described as a product of the great West,
for it was in the West that the greater part of his life
was passed. He was a representative of that class
whose virility, steadfastness of character and forcefulness leveled the waste places of the West and
converted them into fertile fields and thriving cities.
Born in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, February 2, 1848,
he spent his early youth in the vicinity of the present
great City of Cleveland, had a common school education, and when a boy of sixteen enlisted for the defense
of the Union in Company E of the Second Ohio
Cavalry. He served in General Custer 's Division of
General Sheridan 's Corps until peace was declared.
Returning to his home state, for the succeeding four
years he combined farming with teaching of district
schools.
The
It was in 1869 Mr. Miller came out to Kansas.
Union Pacific Railroad had been completed only a
year or so and very little of the country west of the
Missouri was intersected with railroads. Kansas was
still on the frontier, and one might travel for miles

across its plains without meeting the obstruction of a
fence.
At first Mr. Miller was a teacher at Topeka,
but in 1872 he moved to Osage City, which city will
always honor his name and long residence. He set
store at 0.sage, but being gifted with more than
the average degree of intelligence and education it was
but natural that his superabundant vitality would
cause him to be identified with public as well as
private affairs. He early saw the possibilities of
Kansas as a live-stock producing community, and with
the passing of time became extensively interested in
the raising and handling of live stock. This interest
ho retained during the balance of his life, and ho was
always a leader in the industry. At one time associated with his brother, William W., he operated over
10,000 acres of land, and their herds were numbered
by the thousand.

up a
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and a
In 1896 he became one of the organizers
the time of
At
Bank
County
director of the Osage
Use

vice president ot the Mi ler
which city
Stock Investment Company at Topeka,
He was always
he resided for the last three years.
transa zealous republican, but his good citizenship
one time as mayor
cended partisanship. He served at
state senator from
of Osage City and was twice elected
with
holding the
content
merely
Not
Osao-e County.
best sense of the
in
the
a
he
legislator
olfice
proved
whether in such an office or in the manage-

his death he

was

m

term 'and

of his private affairs he exerted himself always
He was particularly active
for the good of Kansas.
His work and
in progressive railroad legislation.
wisdom as a legislator led to his name being brought
but
forward in 1892 for the governorship of Kansas,
the nominahe failed by a narrow majority in securing
In 1910 he was prominently mentioned for the
tion
same ofBce, but he declined to enter the campaign.
the
Mr. Miller was well known in Grand Army of
circles and was always affiliated with the

ment

Republic

Masonic Order and the Knights of Pythias.
In 1873 he married Miss Eva L. Lapham. They
had two sons: Clyde TV., who lives at Miller, Kansas;
and Ardie L., who died in 1890.
Successful from a material standpoint in the opinion
more
of his fellow man, the late Mr. MiUer was much
than that. He was honest, free-hearted, sociable, reand among
spected for his many sterling qualities,
men was always considered a man. He left an im-

his memory is to be revered because
press for good,"and
of what he accomplished and also for his love of home,

American citizenship.
country and his unblemished

Frederic M. Wilhelm. Wlien a boy in his early
M. Wilhelm began working for himself
and has risen from the position of an office employe
to secretary of the Prairie Pipe Line Company of
identified with
Independence. He has been closely
the present company and the Prairie State Oil and
Gas Company at Independence for the past twelve

teens Frederic

years.

born at
Thirty-three years of age, Mr. Wilhelm was

January 6, 188.3. His father, George
Wilhelm, was born in Germany in 18.54, and when ten
years of age ran away from home and soon afterwards
found his way to the United States, and located in
Decatur, Indiana. On reaching manhood he became a
farmer and later a merchant, and in 1884 moved to
Lima, Ohio, where he died in 1897. He was a republican and a member of the Catholic Church. George
Wilhelm married Elizabeth Mueller, who was born of
German parentage in Ohio and is still li\'ing at Lima.
Their children are: John C, who is connected with a
pipe line and lives in Bartlesville, Oklahoma; Mary,
wife of L. A. Feltz, secretary of the Citizens Savings
and Building Association of Lima, Ohio, a very important institution with assets of $2,500,000; Catherine, at
home with her mother; Frederic M. Henry M., who

Decatur", Indiana,

;

was private secretary

to the assistant general manager
of the Prairie Oil & Gas Company when he died in
Independence in .January, 1914.
Frederic M. Wilhelm had a brief schooling in Lima,
Ohio, but at the early age of fourteen left school to
begin work in an office in Lima and was soon filling a
He continued there until
position as stenographer.
1904, when he came to Kansas and was made private
secretary to the superintendent of the Prairie Oil and
Gas Company at Neodesha. In August of the same
year he came to Independence and by faithful performance of his duties and >iy a capacity for responsibility has been advanced until he is now secretary of
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The offices of this
the Prairie Pipe Line Company.
company are in the newly erected Prairie Oil and Gas

Company Building on West Myrtle

Street, probably
one of the finest and most completely equipped office
buildings of the state.
Mr. Wilhelm also owns his residence at 608 East

Main

Street.

He

is

secretary and treasurer of the
of the Inde-

Independence Country Club, is a director
and secrependence Building and Loan Association,
tary and treasurer of the Sunflower Cigar Company.
and a member
Politically he is a standpat republican
His social affiliaof the County Central Committee.
tions are with Fortitude Lodge No. 107, Ancient, Free
and Accepted Masons, and Lodge No. 780, Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, both at Independence.
On June 15, 1908, at Neodesha, Kansas, he married
Miss Helen Baiunan, a daughter of August and Mary
Bauman, of Neodesha. Her father is a grain merchant.
They have two children, Virginia and Frederic
in the public
B., the daughter being now a student
schools.

John V. Cortelyou, who took the chair of German
at the Kansas State Agricultural Collcgein 1904, was
at that time only recently returned from Germany.
Professor Cortelyou holds his Doctor of Philosophy

he is an
degree from Heidelberg University, though
American by birth and training, and represents a
Dutch
long and interesting lineage of some of the old
families of New Jersey.
He was born on a farm near Harlingen in Somerset
County, New Jersey, September 19, 1874. He is a
son of John G. and Mary (Van Zandt) Cortelyou,
both natives of New Jersey and in both lines
descended from old families of this country.
Tlie paternal ancestry goes back to Jaques Corand
telyou, who was a native of Utrecht, Holland,
of both French and Dutch lineage. The name CorJaques Cortelyou who came to
telyou is French.
America in 1652 settled at New Amsterdam, now
New York City. His descendants afterwards became numerous in the states of New York, New Jersey and also on Long Island, and they are now represented in many parts of the Union. Professor Cortelyou is in the tenth generation from the original
Jaques. Jaques had a son, Jaques Jr.; the heads
of the next four successive generations bore the
given name Hendrick. Then came an Abraham Cortelyou, and following him James G. Cortelyou, grandfather of Professor Cortelyou. James G. Cortelyou
married Cornelia Polhemus. That is one of the most
familiar family names in New Jersey genealogy.
Cornelia was born in New Jersey, and was directly
descended from Dr. Johannis Theodorus Polhemus,
He came from
tlie first of that family in America.
Holland as a missionary to Brazil in 1635. About
1654 he accepted the pastorate of three churches on
Long Island. One of them was at Brooklyn.
Professor Cortelyou 's mother was also of Holland
Dutch stock, the Van Zandts having come to America
prior to the Revolutionary war.
John G. Cortelyou, his father, was a farmer in New
Jersey, but in 1884, removing to the State of Nebraska he engaged in banking, at first in Ewing, but
from 1890 until his death in'l904 at Omaha.
John V. Corteh-ou was ten years of age when his
He completed his
parents removed to Nebraska.
hrgh school course at Omaha, and in 1897 graduated
B. A. from the University of Nebraska. The following two years were spent in teaching at Humboldt,
Nebraska, and he then resumed his studies in th^
State University, and gained his ^Master of Arts de-
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gree in 1901. Tlip following three years he spent
abroml at the University of Ilcidelberg. He is one
of the ablest scholars and men of broadest culture
connected with the State Agricultural School at
Manhattan. He is a member of the Phi Beta Kappa,
the Phi Kappa Phi and the Alpha Theta Chi.
Doctor Cortelyou was married in 1904 to Miss
Grace Rushton, ilaughter of J. II. Rushton of Omaha,
Nebraska. They are the parents of four children:
Rushton (iardner, Helen Van Zandt, Mary Josephine

and Dorothy Margaret.

Arthur II. Bennett. Few men have contributed
more practical encouragement to grain and stock
raisers in Kansas than has Arthur H. Bennett, of
Topeka, president of the Bennett Commission Company, whose business has been one of the chief
commercial factors

in its lino in the city

He was born May

during the

what
was known as the ''Old Thompson Farm," located
near Marengo, McHenry County, Illinois, the only
sfiii of
Fayette Henry and Marj' Eliza (Merriman)
past decade.

9,

18G9, on

Bennett.

The Bennett family is of Puritan stock, the progenitors of the family having come to .\merica on
the Mayflower. Fayette Henry Bennett was born
July 4, 1838, in Chautauqua County, New York, the
eldest son of Ashley C. and Charlotte S. (Wheeler)
Bennett, grandson of Zebulon and Sarah (Cooper"!
Bennett and great-grandson of Zebulon Bennett.
Fayette H. Bennett served for a time as a soldier
in the Civil \<'ar, being a member of Company A,
Ninety-fifth Regiment, Hlinois Volunteer Infantry,
and at the close of the war returned to Illinois and
He remained
resnnii'd his affricultnral onerations.
in that state until 1878, when he removed with his
family to Kansas, settling at Clifton, Clay County,
but in his declining years took up his residence at
Topeka, where his death occurred .July 12, 1010.
Mr. Bennett was a devout Methodist in religion,
and a strong temperance man, being active in the
movements which eventuated in making Kansas a
His religion was a part of his
prohibition state.
nature, inherited, no doubt, from his Puritan forbears.
Prior to his death he .had, at his own expense, supported a native missionary in China. In
business circles he was known as a man of the
highest integrity, in private life his every action
was characterized by the strictest probity, and as a
citizen he was foremost in promoting good movements for the betterment of education, religion
and civic affairs.

Arthur H. Bennett was nine years of ago when
he accompanied his parents to Clifton, Kansas, and
there he attended the public schools until 1886. In
the latter year, and the year 1887. he was a student
at Lawrence College, and in 1888 he begah his
business career in the employ of Isaac II. French,
a grain merchant of Clay Center, Kansas. Here he
received his introduction to the business in which
he has sineo spent his activities.
After several
years at Clay Center, Mr. Bennett went with Mr.
French to Kansas City, ^lissouri, to work in the
grain oTchange located in that city. While living
there Mr. Bennett was married, July \ii, 1891, to
Mips Allicia Sophia McTlravy, of T,awrence. Kansas,
a d.nughter of .John William and Sophia (Van Buskirk) Mcllravy, and their first home was at No. 27
East Thirty-second Street, Kansas City. In 1892
they moved to Clay Center, Kansas, and in the scene
fit

his earliest activities

business with

a partner.

Mr. Bennett embarked in
This venture, although

started modestly, was progressing well and promised to grow into a prosperous enterprise, but just
at a time when its prospects seemed brightest the
panic came on, and this was followed by the dishonesty of a trusted friend. The double blow swept
away all of Mr. Bennett's savings, for he had invested his entire capital in the business, and he
awoke not only to find himself bankrupt, but several
thousand dollars in debt. Such a discouragement

would have disheartened a

less persevering man,
but he possessed the qualities that do not admit
of defeat, and he at once set about to recuperate
his lost fortunes.
For several years following he
was again employed in the Grain Exchange of

Kansas

Citj-, working energetically to clear off his
indebtedness. His fidelity, energy and evident ability soon gained their reward, for he was placed in
charge of the domestic business of the GreenleafBaker Grain Company, a large concern of Atchison,
Kansas, in which city his first son was born:
Arthur Harry, May 23, 1897. In 1898 Mr. Bennett
came to Topeka, where his experience and abilities
had gained him an important position with the
Capital Elevator, of which, in 1900, he became the
owner of a one-third interest. He subsequently disposed of his holding advantageously, and immediately thereafter founded the business of which he is
now the head, the Bennett Commission Company,
which deals almost exclusively in the now famous
"Kansas Turkey" wheat, which has gained a reputation all over the country.
Mr. Bennett is a firm believer in organization,
and for many years has been an active and official
member of the Kansas Grain Dealers' Association
and the National Grain Dealers' Associations. He
stands high in the trade, and has been repeatedly
honored by his associates, having served as a director in the national organization and as president
and vice president of the state body. He is also
keenly alive to the value of improvement along
the line of live stock conditions in Kansas, and is
himself a breeder of pure-bred horses, cattle, sheep
and hogs. In this connection he is a leading and
active member of the Duroc-Jersey Association, the
American Shropshire Association, the Kansas PureBred Horse Breeders' Association and the Kansas
Improved Live Stock Breeders' Association.
For many years Mr. Bennett has been greatly
interested in historical and genealogical research,
and is a life member of the Kansas- State Historical
Society and a member of the Sons of the American
Revolution, nine of his ancestors having served
the American colonies in their struggle for independence from the rule of Great Britain. His ancestors came to America in the Mayflower and by
virtue of this fact Mr. Bennett organized the

Kansas Society Mayflower Descendants, of which
society for several years he held the office of govIn his religious belief he is a Methodist
ernor.
and has taken an active part in church movements.
Their vounger son, Favette Ashley, was born at

Topeka, March

14, 1900.'

ZOLO A. Emerson. Through the business ability
and courtesy of its owner the general merchandise

Emerson in a comparatively short
time has become an important source of supply to the
In'
jieople of Auburn and the surrounding vicinity.
addition to rendering this service to his fellow citizens, Mr. Emerson has a further claim to their esteem
in the manner in which he is discharging the duties
store of Zolo A.
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of postmaster, which office he has efficiently filled since
his appointment in 1908.
Mr. Emerson is a native of Holmes County, Ohio,
boru at Jlillersburg, September 24, 1873, one of the
L. (Doughty)
eight children of Albert B. and Betsy
Emerson. The father was born in Ohio, while the
mother, a native of Nottinghamshire, England, came
to the United States when twelve years of age with
her parents, who located at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
He was a miller by trade. Mr. Doughty came to
Kansas, in 1872, and ran a mill on the C^ottonwood
River, which is still dependent upon waler power
Albert B. Emerson received his
for its operation.
educational advantages in Keene, Ohio. In his youth
he mastered the shoemaker and harnessmaker 's trades,
which he followed until the outbreak of the Civil
war, when he enlisted in Company I, Ninety-

seventh Eegiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and
served bravely and faithfully through three years
He participated in fourteen battles
of the war.
of that struggle, including Missionary Ridge and

He was wounded at Kennesaw
Stone River.
Mountain. He endured tlie starvation rations and
hardships of army life cheerfully and patiently. His
army record was an excellent one. Mrs. Emerson,
who had been partly educated in her native land, was
a remarkable woman in many ways. She was .a skilled
penwoman and was nurse in Hospital No. 1 at Chattanooga for four months. She contributed great and
helpful services to the Union cause in writing out
discharge papers and by making out statements for
doctors to send to Washington of gangrene cases for
soldiers in hospital unable for duty, and making clothShe was the
ing for soldiers at Steubenville, Ohio.
only woman in the war to make out all her husband 's
discharge papers ready for officers' signatures.
After the close of the war Albert B. Emerson bought
a star mail route between Millersburg and Coshocton,
Ohio.
He came to Kansas in 1878, and with his
family located at Cedar Point, Chase County, where
Mr. Doughty, his father-in-law, had preceded him.
There for a time he worked at his trade, later operated
a general store, and after he had sold it was appointed
postmaster, an office in which he served for eight years.
He held various towuship offices and became somewhat
of an influence in republican polities in his locality.

Mr. Emerson was an honest. God-fearing man, who,
by his straightforward li^^ng commanded the respect
of all who knew him.
His friends were legion, and
he had in particular the love of children, especially
of his own, who adored him.
He was always a
supporter of laudable enterprises, and his hand was
ever extended to help those who had been less fortunate

When his death occurred, March 4, 1904,
community lost one of its best citizens. Fraternally he was connected with Florence Lodge of Odd
Fellows, of which he was noble grand for many
than he.

his

and also with the Ancient Order of United
He was a devout Christian, did much
to assist the cause of religion and contributed to the
building of churches and schools, and as a member

years,

Workmen.

of the Presbyterian Cliurcli served as superintendent
of the Sunday schools at Florence and Cedar Point
for many years, and was a life elder.
He was a
great reader and lover of refined literature. Mrs.
Emerson, who survives her husband and resides at
Florenfe, was her husband 's constant aid and advisor.
She always made the clothes for her own children, and
has still found time to be a student, and for a number
of years was a member of the school board at Cedar
Point. Like her husband she commands the love and
esteem of all who know her, and her advice is eagerly
Vol.
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sought and freely given on many subjects. She belongs to the Literary Club and the Order of the Eastern
Star.
She has lived to see her children grow up about
her and to assume honorable positions in life, a credit
to themselves and to their careful rearing.
The children are as follows:
Minnie L., who is now Mrs.
F. W. Byram, of Cedar Point, Kansas; Hugh W., who
died in 1894; Xenia, now Mrs. W. G. Marlin, of Monee, Illinois; Albert V., district manager of the Southwest Telephone Company of Kansas, with headquarters
at Great Bend; Lutie V., who is now Mrs. C. F. Ward,
of Cottonwood Falls, Kansas; Zola A., of this review;
William D., traffic manager of the Bell Telephone
Company at Denver, Colorado and Cadiz G., now
Mrs. L. E. Cress, of Cedar Point, Kansas.
Zolo A. Emerson attended the public schools of
Cedar Point and Florence High School, and, like his
brothers, learned telegraphy and became an operator.
He began his telegrai)h career with the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad and in 1896 entered
the employ of the Postal Telegraph & Cable Go. at
Lamar, Colorado, as manager. He was transferred to
Newton, Kansas Emporia, KanFlagstaff, Arizona
In 1908, desiring to be at
sas, and Topeka, Kansas.
the head of a business of his own, he bought his
present establishment and started iu a small way to
deal in general merchandise, and since that time has
built up a trade that has far exceeded his expectations.
Mr. Emerson entertains a commendable interest in
public affairs, is a firm believer in good schools and
;

;

;

.

general civilizing agencies, and supports by his vote
the republican party. In 1908 he was appointed postmaster by President Taft, and has continued to hold
this office to the present time, giving his fellow-townsmen excellent mail service. As a fraternalist he has
been through the chairs of Auburn Blue Lodge No.
32, Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons, and belongs

Topeka Chapter and Commandery, and is a Mason
He likewise holds membership in
Auburn Lodge No. 556 of the Odd Fellows, in which
lie has been through the chairs.
Mr. and Mrs. Emerson are members of the First Cliristian Church of
Topeka, and have taken an active interest in its
to

of the York Rite.

work.

On September 4, 1900, Mr. Emerson was married to
an old schoolmate. Miss Nellie B. Williams, of Cedar
Point, Kansas, and they hav^ one child, Zonella Alice,
who was born at Topeka, August 18, 1912.
PH.A.RES Root, one of the well known business men
of Independence, has spent nearly all his life in Kan-

parents having moved to Elk County and taken
share of hardships and responsibilities as
pioneers. Mr. Root has developed a prosperous business iu the handling of automobile supplies and in
operating a first class garage.
He was born in Indiana, September 26, 1869. His
ancestors came from Germany in the early days and
settled in Pennsylvania.
His father, Joseph Root, was
born in Ohio in 1844, but was reared and married in
Starke County, Indiana. He is a tinner by trade, and
in 1871 moved his family to Elk County, Kansas, and
is still a resident and active business man of Elk Falls.
Politically he is a republican.
Joseph Root, though
a young nuin at the time, made a creditable record as
a soldier in the Union army. In 1861 he enlisted in
the Indiana Infantry, and was in service until the
close of the war.
He married Amelia Nowliu, who
was born in Indiana in 1839 and died at Elk Falls,
Kansas, in 1911. They had two sons, and the older
is William M., a painter living at Topeka.
Pharcs Root acquired his early education in the
sas, his

their
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Since the age of sixteen he
has been dependent upon his own energies. For about
tlirce years lie was clerk in a grocery store at Elk
Then at Weir, Kansas, he I'Ut in a numl>er of
Falls.
years weighing coal and in other employment at the
Elk
inines, and fortified with this experience came to
throe
Falls, and after clerking in a hardware store
years bought the stock and business and successfully
conducted it for the next ten years. Selling out his
business at Elk Falls, Mr. Boot came to Independence
in the fall of 1912, and bought Lew Ernest's automobile supply house, then situated on West Main Street.
In Decemi)er of that year he removed his quarters to
301-303 Main Street," and now has a well equipped
garage in addition to his shop for the handling of
automobile supplies. His business occupies a twostory building, 50 by 140 feet. He is local agent for
the Ford autoaiobilc, and does an extensive business in
repairing and painting and upholstering automobiles.
Mr. Boot is interested in two oil companies, and is
almost sole owner and stockholder in the Bull Moose
He is active in the Commercial Club
Oil Company.
schools of Elk County.

and the IJotary Club at Independence, is a republican,
and in Odd Fellowship is past noble grand of tho
subordinate lodge at Elk Falls, a member of the
Bebekahs at the same place, and is affiliated with the
encam])ment at Independence. His home is at 61.
East Maple Street. In 1891, at Fort Scott, Kansas,
he married Miss Jessie Smith, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jacob Smith. Her father was a farmer, now
deceased, and her mother resides at Danville, Illinois.
"3

To

their marriage liave been born four children
Stanley, who is manager of his father's business;
Zora, a teacher in the Montgomery County High
School; Leonard, in the ffeshman class of the high
school; and Walter.
:

Freeman E. Nipps is one of the veteran railroad
men of Kansas. Like many who have found success
in that army of industrial workers, he began at a
country station and as a telegraph operator. For
more than a quarter of a century he has been the
agent of the Missouri Pacific Bailway at Topeka.
Vnlike many railway men, he has at the same time
identified himself closely with local affairs, and at
present time his name is familiarly known
throughout Shawnee County as chairman of tho
board of commissioners.
Though most of his life has been spent within tho
borders of K.ansaa, Mr. Nipps was born at MuscaA few years later his
tine, Iowa, July 14j 1865.
parents removed to Boone, Iowa. There he attended
the public schools until he was fourteen, and at that
time he accompanied his parents to Kansas. Mr.
Nipps is a son of Jacob and Josephine (Pfoifer)
Nipps. His father was a man of considerable prominence in Phillips County, Kansas. Before coming to
this state he had enlisted in an Ohio regiment
during the Civil war, but continued illness prevented
his taking an active part for any length of time in
the struggle to preserve the Union. By trade he was
n meohnnic, l)nt the greater part of his career was
devoted to agriculture. In order to better provide
for his growing family of children he came to Kansas in 1S70. That was a comparatively early year in
the settlement of Northwestern Kansas, and unlike
mnnv who homesteaded at that time his prosperity
enabled him to move his property by railroad to
within some thirty or forty miles of his destination.
The rest of the way .to Phillips County was covered
by wagon. As was the case of many Western Kansas
BPttlem at the time his familv at first lived in a sod
the

house on the prairie in Phillips County. The county
was very sparsely populated and it was not unprecedented for a buffalo or an Indian to bo seen on
the o]ien range. Jacob Nipps acquired title to 320
acres of laud, and later added to this 320 acres more,
and also owned good residence property in Phillipsburg. For a man of no extensive literary training,
he was well posted on current topics and possessed
an unusual fund of good, practical sense. He was an
eager supporter of the cause of education and made
many sacrifices tlvat his children might have proper

scholastic training. The citizens of Phillips County
recognized his worth by making him the recipient
of various local positions, and for two terms he was
In religion he was a
treasurer of that county.
Methodist and in politics a republican. As long as
he lived he commanded the greatest of respect for
his many admirable qualities of mind and heart. His
widow still survives and lives with a daughter at

^Muskogee, Oklahoma.

Freeman E. Nipps is one of four siirviving children out of the seven born to his parents. After coming to Kansas he spent two terms in a district school
When
an<l one term at a small college at Harlan.
only sixteen he passed an examination and secured
a teacher's license, following which a district school
had his services as a teacher for two terms.
His career as a railroad man began more than
thirty years ago. At eighteen he took up the study
of telegraphy at Kirwin, Kansas, and completed this
apprenticeship at .Tamestown, Kansas, where he was
employed as station helper at $35 a month. His
first important position in railroad work was as an
operator at Atchison, following wliich he was stationed at various points for a number of years,
chioMy at Bigelow and Logan. For two years he was
dork in the Kansas City office of the Missouri Pacific
Kailway, but since February, 1S88, has been this
company's agent at Topeka. This is one of the
most responsible local positions along the road in
Kansas.
His good citizenship has been dignified by important service rendered his home city. For two
rears he served as a councilman under the old form
of city government. In 1912 he was elected a member of the board of commissioners for Shawnee
County, and has held that office ever since. Upon
the reorganization of the board in January, 1916, he
was elected its chairman, a position he had declined
a year previously, as the minutes of the board disclosed. Mr. Nipps is a republican, and is one of the
most progressive of the younger generation of Topeka business men. He is a thirty-second degree
Scottish Bite Mason, an Elk and an active member of
the Topeka Commercial Club.
Mr. Nipps married Miss Mary Smith. She is a
daughter of the late Hon. James Smith, a prominent
Kans.'in, who served three terms as secretary of
state from Januarv, 1879, to January, 1885, and who
died May. 28, 1914.
Hon. David Winfielb Mttlvane. For years one of
the prominent characters of Kansas who have helped
to influence and direct national life has been David
In his home state Mr.
of Topeka.
best known as a lawyer and his power
in republican politics has not been exercised through
office but through his chieftainship in the party
itself.
For many years he has been identified with
the state organization, and also with the national

W. Mulvane
Mulvane
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and was one of the national party
tominittee for a dozen years.
He was born in Princeton, Illinois, January 4,
in Kansas since early
1863, but has had his home
boyhood. His parents were Joab and Sarah Ann
In 1876 the family moved to
(Ross) Mulvane.
Topeka and David W. Mulvane finished his education in the common schools of that city and afterwards attended Washburn College. From Washburn
College he entered Yale University, where he was
graduated A. B. with the class of 1885. Thus Mr.
Mulvane is a man of eastern university training
and has fused the culture of one of the oldest
eastern colleges with, the practical idealism of the
Central West.
After leaving college he found employment with
a railroad construction outtit, and though his father
was one of Topeka 's leading business men and
financiers he was by no means disposed to a life
He early took up the study of law
of leisure.
under the direction of Gen. A. L. Williams, one
of Topeka 's leading lawyers, and was admitted to
the bar in 1890. During a quarter of a century of
practice in Topeka he has long enjoyed almost a
pre-eminence in the local bar, and is now senior
member of the firm of Mulvane and Gault, with
His
offices in the ilulvane Building at Topeka.
junior associate is Charles Gault.
Much of his time and attention have been diverted
In 1900 he was
to banking and business affairs.
one of the chief organizers and incorporators of
the Bank Savings National Life Insurance ComHe is also a director in the American
pany.
Cement and Plaster Company, with headquarters
at Lawrence, Kansas, is a director of the M. K. &
T. Railroad Company, a director of the Capital
Vitrified Brick Company, and a director of the
]iarty organization,

Chickasha Cotton Seed Oil Company in Oklahoma.
Almost from the time of casting his first vote during the '80s he has exercised an increasing influence in republican party circles. In 1898 he became
a member of the Republican State Central CommitHe was a member of
tee, and served ten years.
the Republican National Committee from 1900 to
1912 and in 1904 was selected a member of its
executive committee. For many years he has been
one of the familiar figures in republican national
conventions and has wielded a great influence in
that party.

Mr. Mulvane is a member of the Shawnee County,
the Kansas State and the American Bar associations, belongs to the Commercial Club and the Country Club of Topeka, is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason and Knight Templar, also a Mystic
Shriner, and is a member of the Elks Club at
Topeka. His church is the Methodist.
Mr. Mulvane married Helen M. Drexel of New

York City

in 1906.

Raymond

C.

Clapp, M. D.

availed himself of the best of

A young man who
modern facilities and

advantages in preparing himself for his
exacting profession. Doctor Clapp has won assured
status as one of the representative physicians and
surgeons engaged in practice in the City of Wichita,
where his success has been on a parity with his unqualified personal popularity.
Doctor Clapp was born at Lebanon, Virginia, on the
26th of September, 1880, and in the schools of his
native place he continued his studies unttil his graduaHe then had the privilege
tion in the high school.
of entering the historic old University of Virginia,
scientific

1751

at Charlottesville, in which institution he was graduated in 190o, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts.
In prejiaration for his chosen profession he was next
matriculated in the medical department of the University of Louisville, and in this excellent institution
of the Kentucky metropolis he was graduated as a.
member of the class of 1907 and with the well earned
degree of Doctor of Medicine.'
In initiating the active work of his profession
Doctor Clapp came to Kansas and established himself
in practice at Coldwater, the judicial center of

Comanche County, where he remained about one

year.

He

then found a broader field of professional endeavor by removing, in 1909, to the City of Wichita,
where he has since remained and where he has built
up a substantial and representative practice in which
he specialized in the treatment of geuito-urinary disHis attractively appointed offices, at 420 East
eases.
Douglas Avenue, are equipped with the latest approved appliances demanded in scientific practice of
medicine and surgery, and the doctor is affiliated
with the Sedgwick County Medical Society, the Kansas State Medical Society and the American Medical
Association, as is he also with the time-honored
Masonic fraternity. His father, Dr. Luther H. Clapp,
served with distinction as a surgeon with a Confederate regiment in tlie war between the states, and
after the close of the great conflict he was for a
few years engaged in the practice of his profession at
Lebanon, Virginia. He then removed to Pennington,
that state, where he and his wife still maintain their

home and where he continues

to be actively engaged
the practice of his profession.
In 1907 was solemnized the marriage of Dr. Raymond C. Clapp to Miss Jessie Bunger, of Louisville,
Kentucky, and their two children are Elizabeth and

in

Raymond.

Henry Knight Brooks of Topeka is a Kansas man
by adoption, and is as loyal to the state as any native
The state may properly congratulate itself
citizen.
that Mr. Brooks has found a congenial home here.
As an inventor, manufacturer and practical all around
mechanic he has a genius which has made his name
familiar in industrial circles, not alone in Kansas
For one
liut in many parts of the United States.
thing he deserves credit for building up and developing the Capital Iron Works at Topeka, one of the
cornerstones of that city 's industrial prosperity. However, that has been only one phase of his busy career.
He was born in Kettering, Northamptonshire, EngHis father, William Weston
land, January 8, 1869.
Brooks, was a college man and for many years was
superintendent of public schools at Kettering in
Northamptonshire, and later at Wisbech, Cambridgeshire.
His mother was Eliza Knight, whose ancestors
were Huguenot fugitives that found refuge in England

from their persecutors in France. Mr. Brooks' matternal grandfather, Joseph J. Knight, was president
of AUiion College, South Hackney, and became a
noted man in the East End of London, where much
of his life was devoted to work among the slums and

He advocated temperance when such
a virtue was almost considered a crime, and he was
caricatured as Anthony Hum in the Pickwick papers
by Charles Dickens. He was a close friend and coworker with Gen. William Booth of the Salvation
jioorer classes.

Army.
As a boy Henry Knight Brooks attended private

school, finished a common school education at Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, and from there went to London.
For about a year he worked in a printing machinery

1752

KANSAS AND KANSANS

Ho movcil to Leicester, and wliile there took
plant.
a teoliiiioal course given under the auspices of the
University Extension, extending evening chisscs after
working hours. He left the engineering lirni in Leicester to take a better position witli the Midland Kailway Comjiany. Becoming a student of the American
form of government he soon decided to come to this
For a time he was a resident on Long Islarid,
country.
New York, came west, was in Cliicago for a time, and
then continued until he reached Kansas.
In this state his first work was with the Santa Fe
Company at Wellington, and he was there during the
days of" the cattle rush from Oklahoma, prior to the
opening of Hie territory. Later he was with the
Southern Kansas Railway Company at Ottawa, Kanwith
sas, but left there to go to Arizona, and was
the Southern I'acilic Railroad Company at Tucson for
about two years. Later he spent a short time at Los
Angeles and San Krancisco, and then determined to
take a European trip, sailing from New York to
England. Six months in Europe convinced him that
he would not be contented there, and he was soon
back ill New Y'ork and again in Kansas, where he
took a position with the Southern Kansas Railway
Coinjiany.

His next position was as machinist for the Santa Fe
Railway Company at To|)eka. The suiierinteiident of
motive power and machine shops, Mr. J. Player, was
asked by the Kansas State Agricultural College to

recommend a man for the

position of superintendent
The choice
of the college iron shops and foundry.
At the •time this ijositioii rcciuired
fell on Mr. Brooks.
a person able to teach tlie various mechanical trades.
Mr. Brooks was at the college at Manhattan about a
year, and during that time he married the present
Mrs. Brooks, who was Edith B. Harrison, daughter
of Col. J. Harrison of Ottjiwa, Kansas.
While in Jfanliattan one day he was asked over the
telephone if he would accept a position then open
as manager of the Capital Iron Works Comjiany at
Topeka. Taking the train, he looked the situation
over and decideil to accept. In .a short time he discovered this company was in bad shape mechanically
artd financially, the management being scarcely able
to pay his salary.
That did not daunt him and he
stuck to his position. It should be mentioned that
this was just after the boom period in Kansas, and
the Capital Iron W'orks were owned by the receivers
of the Kansas National Bank. Judge Sloneeker had
charge of the bank's affairs, and Mr. Brooks has
always consiilered him one of liis best friends. The
judge made a ]>roposition to Mr. Brooks to purchase
the property, and though the young mechanic 's assets
at that time were practically nothing and he was getting no salary, .ludge Sloneeker had such confidence in
his capability that he took Mr. Brooks' notes for the
A brother, G. W. Brooks, was made shop
property.
foreman, and they both put on their overalls and
personally worked at the bench and in the foundry
until such time .as the business began to improve.
There he spent several years of the liardest work of
his career, and laid a foundation and system in the
foundry, machine and structural iron shops that lasts
to the present day.
.\bout this time the National Light, Heat and
Power Company of New Y'ork asked Mr. Brooks to
assist them in some experimental work they were
conducting on the passenger cars of the Santa Fe
Railway Company. This work was the e(|uip]iing of
the Pullman ami day coaches witli an apjiaratus for
the generation of electric light from the axle of the
cars.
T'p to that time such experiments had not been

His former experience in railway work
Mr. Brooks in good stead, and he was soon
prevailed upon to accept the position of mechanical

successful.

stood

with the company with lieadquarters in
This took up most of his time and required
a very considerable mechanical and electrical knowledge to make the system of lighting a success. Several other large concerns were also working out
apparatus for lighting railway cars by electricity,
since the use of compressed gas as then commonly
used had proved very dangerous, especially in wrecks,
and at l;est it was a very unsatisfactory method of
car ligiiting.
To begin with the electric apparatus was
very crude, but after many imjirovements had been
inaugurated by Mr. Brooks it was regarded as so
satisfactory that a large purchase of the apparatus
was made by the railway company, the contract running into a quarter of a million dollars. Such was
the starting point of electric car lighting on the Santa
Fe system, and today the equipment of that one company for electric lighting of passenger and Pullman
This is one among
cars is valued at above $1,000,000.
the many bcuefits Mr. Brooks has conferred upon
the world of invention and Kansans might properly
give him credit for an ini]iortant share in the excellent method of lighting railway cars at the present
engineer
To|ieka.

time.

In the meantime the business of the Capital Iron

Works had progressed steadily, new buildings were
being put up and modern machinery installed, and
its general condition was so satisfactory that when
the Railway Electric Light and Equipment Company
made Mr. Brooks an offer of the position of assistant
chief engineer, he concluded to accept the place for
a time, especially in view of the very llattering
He also was moved to accept
salary offered him.
by tlie opportunity given for following up several
lines of mechanical and electrical work he had in
mind. This took him out of Kansas and to New Y'ork
City, where he was given charge of a new factory
starting there for the manufacture of electric lighting apjiaratus. In a few montjhs the factory outgrew
its capacity.
Mr. Brooks was then entrusted with
the complete equipment of an additional factory
located at Derby, Connecticut.
This factory was no

more

than it had to be operated night and day
supply the demand for the ajiparatus for
This experience gave Mr. Brooks a
electric lighting.
further opportunity of working out a number of
special features and improvements which had occurred to him, but in time he found it necessary to
resign in order to work out these features on a
built
in order to

larger scale.
He then associated himself with one of the most
successful inventors of electrical apparatus in the

Morris Moskowitz, and together they invented an apparatus which was without question one
of the most perfect for electric lighting of trains ever
Patents on the apparatus were obtained
produced.
country,

and a company of

New York

capitalists

formed to

In the American company
begin the manufacture.
were such men as Chauiicey Depew, Joseph Leiter,
W. J. Arkcll and other men of national reputation,
while in the foreign company were the Earl of Kintore, Laycock of Shcflield, England, and many others.
The later Edwin. Hawley was president of the company, which was closely connected with the New York
.\ir Brake Company of New Y'ork through Mr. C. A.
Almost from the start an
Starbuck, its ]iiesident.
enormous business was done, and Mr. Brooks was
chief engineer of the company for six years, during
which time he lived in New York Citv.
He had
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installation of lighting
supervision of the
railways of the
systems on over thirty of the leading
with
country, and a large" number of cars equipped
in Europe
this company's apparatus are operating
Mr. Brooks naturally feels somewhat
at this time".
name the company,
proud of the fact that he helped
which is called the Vnited States Light & Heating
and the
Company. It is capitalized at $16,000,000,
is now located at Niagara Falls.
principal factory
and is one
It covers over sixteen acres of ground,
of the most modern jdans of its kind in the world,
manufacturing complete electric car lighting systems,
starters and other apstorage battei-ies, automobile
Its products are now sold in every imparatus.
States and foreign
portant city iu the United
direct

countries.
After six years as chief engineer of this company
Mr. Brooks "again heard the call of Kansas, and so
far as he knows and hopes Kansas is his permanent

For the last eight years lie has again been
head of the Topeka institution, The Capital
Iron Works Company, during which time several new
indepartments have been opened, and machinery
staUed and new buildings erected to meet increased
There is scarcely a building of any imdemands.
the state which
portance around Topeka or through
does not contain some work turned out by tliis firm,
which has built up a reputation for "quality first,"
while the engineering staff maintained in connection
with the works contains some of the most practical
and expert technical men in the state.
As a matter of history it should be noted that a
new industry has been developed in the West called
the Steel Fi'xture Manufacturing Company, and this,
though a large business in itself, is really a liranch
of the Capital Iron Works Company.
Many of the
courthouses, banks and public buildings are now
equipped with furniture turned out by the Steel Fixture Company. Their products are installed in courthouses, banks and public buildings in many states,
and only recently a large amount was placed iu the
New York custom house, and New San Francisco
postofBce, showing tliat Kansas products are by no
means limited to use in the Middle West. Many
thousands of Kansans are familiar with some of the
output of this company in the ornamental steel work
found in the splendid Kansas State Memorial Building, especially the stairs, elevator grills, book stacks
and counters. It is a distinction of which Kansas
is proud and reflects credit upon Mr. Brooks' firm
that no other industry of this character has a plant
within 800 miles of Topeka.
Naturally enough Mr. Brooks has associations with
many of the leading industrial and technical organiHe is a member of the
zations in the country.
American Society of Mechanical Engineers of New
York, and has several times been invited to read

home.

active

papers on various subjects before that body.

He

is

a

of the New York Railway Club, a charter
of the Kansas Society of New York, belongs
to the Masonic fraternity, the Topeka Commercial
Club, the Young Men's Christian Association, and
always identifies himself with other progressive industrial and civic movements in his adopted state.
He is also secretary and treasurer of the Kansas
The purpose of this assoEmployers Association.
ciation is to promote the mutual interest of its members in industry and commerce, to endorse constructive legislation, to further all legitimate measures and principles which will work for the common
good and industrial advancement and efiiciency of
our state.

member
member
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WiLLi.\M Alexander Hood brought his extensive
and
experience as a manufacturer, mining operator
oU and gas producer to Independence about three
of the leading
years ago, and is now rated as one
conducts a large busiproducers in that field and also
ness as a general contractor.
He is of old Southern stock, and his Scotch-Irish
ancestors came from England to North Carolina in
William Alexander Hood was born in
colonial times.
Birmingham, Alabama, October 6, 1876. His family
connections in that great industrial center of the
South have long been prominent in manufacturing and
commercial affairs. His father, William Hood, a resident of Birmingham, was born in Mississippi in 1851,
and afterwards moved to Birmingham, Alabama, where
he married. While a merchant he has become extenoil fields of
sively interested as a producer in the
He is a democrat and a
both" Kansas and Texas.
chairman of the board of directors and board of
stewards iu his Methodist Church, and is also a
member of the Masonic fraternity. William Hood
married Vilanta Y'ielding, who was born in Alabama.
Their children are: William Alexander; Ira, a merchant at Birmingham Robert H., associated with his
brother Ira at Birmingham Nina, wife of G. T. Brazel;

;

ton,

who

is

in the real estate business at

Birmingham

;

Walter H., a graduate with the degree LL. B. from
Washington and Lee University and now a practicing
attorney at Birmingham; Jennie Catherine, wife of
Russell" Hunt, cashier of the Sloss Steel and Iron
Company at Birmingham; Norma, wife of Dr. B. S.
Lester, "one of the leading physicians and surgeons
at Birmingham
Lueien, a hardware merchant at
Birmingham.
In the public schools of Birmingham William A.
Hood acquired his early training, graduating from
the high school in 189"o, and in 1897 received the
Bachelor of Science degree from the Alabama PolyThen followed a very
technic Institute at Auburn.
active business career which has been continued now
for almost twenty years. For two years he was associated in the mercantile business with his father; was
;

in the ice business three years, then entered the mining industry in Alabama for two years, and in Colorado for five years. In Colorado Mr. Hood owned
one of tlie largest concentrating mills in the state,
located at Silver Plume, and concentrating lead and
zinc ores for the principal output of silver.
His interests also extended in the meanwhile to the
oil fields around Electra in Northern Texas, and in
191.3 he moved his home to Independence and in the
fall of that year began operations as a contractor
and oil producer at Wayside. He still operates both
Mr. Hood now has a total of
in Texas and Kansas.
forty-nine oil wells, divided among various leases in

the following numbers, twenty-seven, thirteen, six, two
and one, and ho also has fifteen producing gas wells in
Kansas. His partner in these various operations is
E. S. Riley. As a contractor he operates three separate
strings of tools.
Politically Mr. Hood is a democrat, is a member of
the Rotary Club at Independence and of the Sigma
An active worker
Aljiha Epsilon college fraternity.
in the Methodist Church, he is now president of the

church choir.
In 190.3, at Anniston, Alabama, Mr. Hood married
Rosa Lela Weller, daughter of William H. and Erin
Weller, who now reside at Demopolis, Alabama. William H. Weller is a prominent iron manufacturer, has
coal mines, rolling mills and other interests in .\l,ibama
and also a large plantation in the southern part of that
state.
Mr. and Jlrs. Hood liave two children: Matihla
Dale, born November 5, ]90.'5; and William A., .Jr.,
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born November 24, 1908. Mr. Hood and family reside
He also
at 505 North Eighth Street, Independence.
owns five residence i)roi)crties in Birmiughaui, but
has sold out his other real estate holdings.

Henry Bennett,

of Topeka, has been a resident

Before coming to
Kansas over forty years.
Kansas he made an enviable record as a gallant soldier in the Union army, ha\-ing served with the
famous Chicago Board of Trade Battery. He has
of

lived three-quarters of a century, but still retains
his youth and the optimism of virile and aggressive
No individual record could be more
manhood.
worthy of a ]ilace in Kansas history than that of

Henry Bennett.
He was one of the two sons of William and Hachel
(^Ludby) Bennett, and was born at Chicago, IlliHis people became identified
nois, June 15, 1S41.
with Chicago at the very beginning of municipal
growth. In that city he was reared, and gained his
education in the public schools. When he was fifteen years old he undertook a three years' apprenticeship at the carpenter's trade. During the latter
's work,
jiart of that period he did almost a man
and yet his wages were only fifty cents a day, out
He
nf which he had to board and lodge himself.
then worked as a journeyman until 1861, and was
paid $1.00 a day while his foreman received $1.25
Thus through his individual career
per day.
it is possible to understand the remarkable changes
that have occurred during the past half century in
the matter of wages paid to workmen. For the work
he performed as a carpenter before the war, mechanics at the present time would receive four or

times the wages.
President Lincoln issued his first call for
75,000 volunteers to put down the rebellion, Henry
Bennett was one of those who enlisted for ninety
lays in Battery A, Chicago Light Artillery. Three
days after the enrollment he was sent to Cairo but
saw little active service. At the expiration of his
enlistment he was sick with chills and fever, and did
not have the opportunity to re-enlist with his former
<-omrades. He returned to Chicago and recuperated
so that he was ready for another enlistment in the
summer of 1862. On July 21st of that year there
occurred an enthusiastic meeting of the members
of the Chicago Board of Trade, in which it was resolved to recruit and equip a company of light artillery for the war. This became the famous Chicago
Board of Trade Battery, ^fr. Bennett was one of
the first to enroll, and owing to his previous military experience he was elected one of the two second
lieutenants.
Within forty-eight hours after the
meeting a telegram was sent to the President offering the battery to the war department, and with
almost equal celerity the board of trade raised three
regiments of infantry. A few days later .Tames H.
Stokes was elected captain of the company by acInmation. He was a veteran artillerist, having rei-eived a commission from General Jackson and was
captain of a company several years in the Floridawar. and had also been an instructor at West Point.
On September 9fh the battery left Chicago for Louisville, Kentucky, where it was placed under the
•inters of General Christopher, chief of artillerv of
General Buell 's command. It fought at Salvisa and
in a part of the Perryville engagement.
Later the
battery went into camp at Bowling Green and subsequently to Nashville. In the meantime General
Rosecrans succeeded General Buell in command, and
five

When

the battery was attached to the Pioneer Brigade of
the Army of the Cumberland. The battery took an
important part in the battle of Stone River at Murfreesboro in December, 1862. After the battle of
Stone River it was converted into horse artillery,
and attached to the Second Cavalry Division, Army
of the Cumberland, and participated in a minor engagement on Duck River, and was stationed on the
highest point in the battlefield. After the engagement of Duck River the command went through what
was known as the Tullahoma campaign. In the
spring of 1864, with his command. Lieutenant Bennett started for Chattanooga, but at Bridgeport
crossed the Tennessee River and entered upon the
campaign which culminated in the battle of Chickamauga. In this historic engagement the Chicago
Board of Trade Battery had the honor of firing the
first round on the extreme left which brought on
tlie engagement, and likewise two sections of the
battery on the extreme right, at Crawfish Springs,
fired the last round.
Returning to Chattanooga,
Lieutenant Bennett was detailed with his command
to guard the fords to prevent the crossing of General
Wheeler's Cavalry, but failing to do so pursued that
energetic commander to Farmington,' where a severe
engagement ensued.
The next winter was spent near Huntsville, Alabama, and in the spring of 1S64 joined Sherman's
advance upon Atlanta. In the meantime Lieutenant
Bennett had been detailed to return to Chicago to
recruit members for their depleted ranks. The next

important engagement in which he bore a part was
at Resaca, and later at a little town on the Chattahoochie River where three cotton mills were busy
night and day supplying the rebels with cloth. Upon
orders, these mills were burned. He was next in the
battle of Peachtree Creek, and in the general siege
of Atlanta. The headquarters of the battery were at
Decatur on tlie extreme right. A portion of the
battery participated in the famous Kilpatrick's raid
around the entire Confederate army. During July
some desperate fighting occurred at Decatur between
the opposing forces and the Union troops narrowly
escaped destruction. One account of the fighting at
this point says that during the Federal advance
across Flint River the Confederate guns were silenced by Lieutenant Bennett 's section of the battery. His men then rushed to the bank of the river

and dislodged the .sharpshooters from the opposite
bank, when the column crossed and advanced to
Jonesboro. He was also in the battle of Lovejoy's
Station where the Federal losses were about 700.
After the reduction of Atlanta Lieutenant Ben-

command joined the army of General
Tliomas at Nashville and took part in the tremendous
He
lighting l>efore that city on December 15-16th.
subsequently was with the forces in pursuit of General Hood, and spent the winter at Waterloo. In the
s])ring of 1865, taking advantage of the general
order which permitted soldiers having served two
or more years to resign. Lieutenant Bennett resigned
on February IS, 1S65. He had received his lieutenant's commission on July ."Jl, 1S62, and was thiis

nett with his

a gallant oflicor of the Army of the Cumberland for
nearly 2^; years. He was once offered the captaincy
of another battery, and once a majorship in a regiment of cavalry, but he declined these honors in
order that he might remain among the comrades %vith
whom he had so long been associated in times of

danger and

On

strife.

his return to

Chicago Mr. Bennett engaged in
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the general contracting business as a
Their
firm of Grannis & Bennett.

member

of the

was on
Twenty-second Street, between Michigan and Indiana "avenues. After two years of partnership he
was in business for himself, and from 1S65 to 1876
oflSce

superintended the construction of many large buildHis work was especially heavy
ings in Chicago.
after the fire of 1S71, and at the time of the panic
of 1873 he was employing 250 workmen.
Among
many other buildings he constructed the Grocers'
Block at the corner of Wabash and Lake Street, a
building which has very recently been torn down
in order to make room for skyscraper construction.
In 1876 Mr. Bennett came to Kansas. His first
undertaking here was as a stockraiser, and he bought
a place sixteen miles from Topeka near Silver Lake,
where his family lived while he attended to some
contracting. A year later he put up a building for
the insane asylum at Ossawatomie. Since the completion of that task his home has been in Topeka,
but from that city his business activities have extended over a large portion of the state. During the
past forty years Mr. Bennett has constructed many
of the state buildings in whole or in part, and the
record of his work includes churches, banks, business blocks and many of the important structures
for the Santa Fe "Railway.
In 1878 he went to Manhattan and put up the
north wing of the Central Building of the Kansas
State Agricultural College. He has since contracted
for the building of several other structures for the
state at Manhattan, including the auditorium, the
mechanical engineering building, the veterinary
building and the original creamery building. Just
thirty years ago he took the contract for remodeling the east wing of the State House as a senate
chamber and altogether has put in between $250,000
and $300,000 of interior finish work on the central
part of the building.
Some of the more conspicuous of his operations
in Topeka alone have been the Governor Crawford
Block, the Columbia, the Masonic Block, the Independent Telephone Building, the original Central
National Bank Building, the National Hotel, the
old Copeland Hotel which was destroyed by fire and
the present fireproof building on the old site. He
built the governor's mansion, the Topeka Library
Building, and the Edison office building. After he
had passed his se\-entieth birthday his organization
undertook the new Santa Fe office building, the Grace
Cathedral, and the Sunday School building of the
First Methodist Church, which has been completed.
In 1891 Mr. Bennett went to Mexico and for a
year or so was engaged in constructing the general
offices, a depot and a hotel for the Gulf & Monterey
railroad, and also built a number of stations between Monterey ond Mexico City for the Mexican
National Railway. He also had several contracts
for construction work on the World 's Fair grounds
at Chicago, and put up the Territorial Building for
the territories of Oklahoma, Arizona, New Mexico
and Alaska. After that he added two more buildings,
the State Hospital for the Insane at Ossawatomie,
and in 1S96 erected the National Hotel at Cripple
Creek, Colorado, and also the administration building of the hospital at Ossawatomie. It was during
the construction of a hotel at Hutchinson, Kansas,
in 1908 that Mr. Bennett's health received its first
serious setback, when he was overcome
by the heat,
but he is still in the harness and has no intention
of retiring. In the past
twenty years his organiza-

tion has erected
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buildings for the Santa Fe
over the Southwest. These
include the freight depot at Hutchinson, depots at
Santa Fe and Lamy, New Mexico, a Harvey eating
house at Las Vegas, and a thirty-five-stall roundhouse at Albuquerque, New Mexico. When Oklahoma was open to settlement he had a contract with
the Rock Island Railroad for building every station
on that company's line in Oklahoma. That was one
of his largest years and besides all his work he
put up the roundhouse and other buildings for the
Rock Island at Blue Island, Illinois.
Two or three years ago Mr. Bennett's two sons
took a large share of the responsibility and became
active partners in the business, and more and more
he is throwing the burden of hard work upon their

many

Railway Company

all

shoulders.
J[r. Bennett is a member of the First Methodist
Episcopal Church in Topeka, is an independent republican in politics, and is a Knight Templar Mason.
He has always been interested in old army comrades,
and is a past commander of the Loyal Legion in the
State of Kansas.
He also belongs to the Rotary
and the Topeka Commercial Clubs.
0§ December 13, 1S66, Mr. Bennett married Mary
F. Vreeland, whose father Henry Vrecland was an old
time contractor in Chicago. Four children have been
born to their union: Belle B., widow of Dr. William
Swan Mary, wife of George B. Harrison and the
;

mother of three children; Henry Jr. and J. Albert.
The sons are married, have families, and are progressive representative business men of Topeka.

James D. Sttllivan is proprietor of the Art Store
at 122-124 West Eighth Street and 728-730 Jackson
Street in Topeka. During his residence in Topeka
he has developed a large business, and this is due
to his thorough training in the profession and his
own sense of artistic values which have enabled
him to render a valuable service to his large
patronage.
James D. Sullivan was born in Norwich, Connecticut, January 11, 1861. a son of James and Mary
(Bridgeman) Sullivan. He received a public-school
education, and also took a business course in a
business college at Chicago. His best training for
his profession came at Chicago, where he was long
in the employ of the W. Scott Thurber Art Gallery
as a foreman, these galleries having a wide reputation over the Central West not only as dealers in
some of the most notable art works of the world,
but also as creative artists and decorators.
He
spent about nineteen years in the Thurber galleries
and for three years was with the firm of Bowen &
Lee in the same line.
In November, 1897, Mr. Sullivan came to Topeka
and has directed his business as an art dealer and
restorer of painting, and has always made artistic
framing a specialty. One painting which Mr. Sullivan restored in which he takes the greatest pride
is the painting of "The Immaculate Conception,"
by Boneto. It hangs in the Parish Church of the
Immaculate Conception at St. Marys, Kansas. This
painting is over 160 years old and was sent to
St. Marys over sixty years ago by Pope Pius IX in
recognition of the work done among the Indians
when St. Marys was only an Indian mission.
In politics he is a republican, is a member of
the Commercial Club, is affiliated with the Knights
of Columbus and the Knights and Ladies of Security, and belongs to the Catholic Church. In 1898
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They

he married Miss Margaret Pelahoyde of Chicago.
reside at 1135 Garfield Avenue, Topeka.

tional Church, in which his wife is a very active
worker, having for many years taught a class of
the Sunday school. She is a graduate of the Bible

Francis M. Spencer. During more than a quarter
century's identification with the building and contracting business in Kansas, with headquarters at
Topeka, Mr. Spencer has established a reputation
for responsible finamial iiiannponient and systematiiand accnrato oxoiution of every contract
which he undertakes, even down to the last detail.
Few men in the business in the entire state can
exhibit a finer record in buildings actually comas
pleted and now conspicuous in various cities
Mr. Spencer. While a complete list would be imcontracts are the
possible, the more notable of his
following: Topeka Manual Training School, the Capthe
per Building, the New England Building,
Young Men's Christian Association Building, the

school under Mrs. Doctor Memminger.
For the past eighteen years Mr. Spencer and
family have resided in their handsome home at 1352
(i:irtield Avenue.
January IS, 1S83, at Urbana,
Ohio, he married Catherine M. Miller, who was born
at Urbana, a daughter of Cornelius and Myra (CunHer father was a native of
ningham) Miller.
Mrs. Spencer
Maryland and her mother of Ohio.
is a member of the Federation of Women's Clubs in
Kansas. They are the parents of three children.
Nora A. is the widow of H. L. .\dams, who was an
auditor for the Santa Fe Railway Company and
Earl M. was born in
died at Topeka in 1910.
Topeka and is associated with his father in the firm
of F. M. Spencer & Sons. George, born at Topeka,
Mr. and Mrs.
is also an employe of this firm.

Washburn College Observatory, the Washburn ColFe Eaillege Gvmnasium, all of Topeka; the Santa

Hospital at Mulvane, Kansas: the State Normal School Building at Emporia; the Central Park,
Washington and Van Buren schools in Topeka the
Santa Fe Railway Motive Power Office Building
at Topeka; St. Francis Hospital in Topeka, and. has
recently completed Ursuline Academy at Paola,
Kansas, and the Kansas Masonic Grand Lodge

wav

:'

Building of Topeka.
Son,

contractors,

is

His

firm,

F.

now engaged

M. Spencer &
in

erecting

a

Santa Fe depot and office building at Marccline,
Missouri, and a union depot at Salina, Kansas.
Francis M. Spencer was born near Wilmington in
Clinton County, Ohio, May 11, 1856, a son of ,Tohn
His father was
F. and Sarah" (Shield) Spencer.
born in Clinton County, Ohio, April 14, 1828, was
a farmer and moved to Kansas in 1873. In 1S95
he retired from active work as a farmer, and his
death occurred in Topeka, December 11, 1915. He
was a republican, he and his wife were Methodists,
and on December 4, 1863, he was initiated in Lodge
No. 312, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at
Harveysburg, Ohio, and took his third degree there
February 27, 1864. He was a loyal member of the
order for more than half a century. His wife was
bom in Ohio February 19. 1823, and died in Kansas
in 1893. Both belonged to pioneer Ohio families.
Beared on an Ohio farm until he was seventeen
years of age Francis ^r. Spencer had a district
school education, and when quite young began his
apprenticeship at the carpenter's trade, which he
mastered thoroughly. His home has been at To-

He worked at his trade
16, 1883.
as a .iourneyman until 1888, and then engaged in
the business of building contractor, with what conFor a
spicuous success has already been shown.
number of years his offices were at 627 Kansas
Avenue, but for the past six years have been at 215
Mulvane Building. Mr. Spencer also owns some
land in Texas and other western states, and his
long business career has brought him a thoroughly
peka since March

deserved prosperity.

He

is

a

member

of the Cooperative Club in To-

peka, and is a prominent Mason. His affiliations
are with Orient Lodge No. 51, Ancient Free and

Accepted Masons at Topeka; Topeka Chapter No. 5
Royal Arch Masons: "Topeka Commandery No. 5
Knights Templar: Topeka Consistory No. 1 of the
Scottish Rite: and -Abdallnh Teniide" of the Mystic
For thirty-five years he
Shrine at Leavenworth.
has been identified with Odd Fellowship, and is a
member of I.iodge No. 40 at Topeka. He is a republican, and a member of the Central Congrega-

Spencer's

only

grandchild

is

Adams, who was born October

Margaret

Spencer

19, 1907.

Hon. F. Dumoxt Smith. During his tliirty years
of membership in the Kansas bar, F. Dumont Smith
has attained such distinction as to make him a well
known figure in the life and activities of the state.
Noted as an exceptionally well traiaed la^vyer, he has
also been prominent as a public speaker, editor and
writer and has wielded an influence proportionate to
For many years his
his versatile abilities.
in Kinsley, but he is now at Hutchinson.

home was

He is a man of fortunate endowment and of fine
American ancestry. He was born on a farm near
Kewanee, Illinois, January 31, 1861, a son of Samuel
M. and Elizabeth (Rose) Anderson Smith. His first
American ancestor was Nathaniel Smith who came
from Yorkshire, England, in 1640, and settled in the
The
valley of the Connecticut near New London.
maternal grandfather Samuel Bowles Anderson, a
native of Vermont, was the first surveyor-general of
Michigan. He married Maria Willard, who was descended from Major Josiah Willard, who came from
Bristol, England, and established the Willard family
in America in 1631.
Samuel M. Smith, father of the Hutchinson lawj-er,
was born in Connecticut, while his wife was a native
of New York.
They were married in Michigan,
moved from there to Illinois, and about 1877 settled
in the State of Virginia in the valley of the Potomac
•

below Mount Vernon. In 1884 they established their
home at Washington, District of Columbia, and in
1888 went south to Flffrida, where Samuel M. Smith
His widow passed away at the home
died in 1892.
Samuel M. Smith
of her son in Kansas in 1890.
was a farmer by occupation and was a man of unHe was an eloquent
usual energy and ability.
speaker, and in the early politics of Illinois was at
His wife
the head of the Grangers organization.
was also noted for her strong character and her ability as a writer of charming verse, much of which

was set to music.
Thus it was in the atmosphere of books, culture,
and high ideals that F. Dumont Smith was reared.
After a high school education he entered the National
University Law School at Washington, where he
was graduated LL. B. in 1886. In .Tune of that year
he was admitted to the bar in the Supreme Court of
the District of Columliia, and in the fall of that year,
October, came out and identified himself permanently
with the State of Kansas. He soon had a large and
profitable practice at Kinsley, which was his home
until 1908, when he removed to Hutchinson.
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In 1893 Mr. Smith was mayor of Kinsley, and in
1900 was elected on tlie republican ticket to the
He was
State Senate and was re-elected in 1904.
sent to the Senate by the Thirty-ninth Senatorial
Senator Smith
District, embracing sixteen counties.
is a Knight Templar Mason, a member of the Mystic
Shrine, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the
Knights of Pythias, the Ancient Order of United

Workmen and the Woodmen of the W^orld. He was
reared in the faith of the Episcopal Church.
In May, 1888, at Washington, District of Columbia,
after he had become- established in practice in Kansas, he married Miss Florence Eustace, who was born
at Dixon, Illinois.
They have one son Eustace
Dumont Smith, who graduated LL. B. in 1911 from
the law school of the National University at Washington, District of Columbia, and is now his father's
partner in law practice at Hutchinson.
Mr. Smith has traveled extensively in his own
country and abroad, is familiar with various European countries, China and Japan, and many of his
observations of men, manners and affairs have been
translated ijito charming prose.
His best literary
effort is considered
Blue Waters and Green. ' '
' '

William E. Graves, D. V. M.

Among

the

men

in the practice of veterinary medicine and
surgery in Kansas, one who has enjoyed a long and
successful career, is Dr. William E. Graves.
graduate of a leading St. Louis institution, he began
about
the
time
that
he
attained
practice
manhood,
came to Kansas in 1896 and carried on his vocation in
Franklin County for ten years, and in 1906 changed
his field of operation to Topeka, where he now has
skilled

A

home.
Doctor Graves was born on a farm in Pike County,
Illinois, in 1852, a son of William and Susan (Noble)
Graves.
His father was born at Monticello, Kentucky,
and was there married to the daughter of Adam Noble,
a member of an old and honored family of Kentucky,
and himself a pioneer of that state, as well as an early
and noted circuit-rider of the Methodist Church. Almost immediately after their ntarriage, Mr. and Mrs.
Graves, mounted on horse-back, started for their new
home in Pike County, Illinois, a long and dangerous
journey. Seated in back of Mrs. Graves was a young
negro girl, who had been given them as a wedding
present by Reverend Noble. Upon their arrival at
their destination they found not over six families in
the community, and it was a number of years before
the county became even sparsely settled, but the
families were all hospitable and friendly, sharing each
others joys and sorrows and occasionally all gathering
at one house, on some special occasion, such as Cliristinas, when a great feast would be laid and the festivities would continue for several days.
On these occasions one of the principal dainties of the table would
be a great jar of honey, invariably supplied by Willian\
Graves, who was known as a noted hunter of bee trees
and could always be depended upon to find the delectable article in large quantities.
Mrs. Graves always remembered this period as the happiest in her
life.
Mr. Graves was a man of the highest moral
character and had none of the vices so general among
the pioneers of that part of Illinois, and never touched
He was a sober, industrious and
liquor in any form.
energetic workman, but in spite of his solidity and
substantiality the spirit of adventure was in his' blood
and this eventually caused his death. The discovery
of gold in California, in 1849, had caused
many hardy
and courageous men to undertake the long and perilous
trip across the plains, and as the trails came to be
his
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more

definitely located, it was considered that the
journey was becoming less dangerous. In 1851 William Graves joined a party of
gold-seekers in the
great desert trip. In his young manhood he liad
learned the trade of wagomnaker, and it was considered that in addition to his other
qualities his
knowledge of this vocation should be of great assistance to the party. One menace had not been taken
into consideration, however, and that was the awful
scourge of cholera, which had insinuated itself not
only into the mining camps, but all along the trail.
Of the brave little party of a dozen or more who left
Illinois, but one returned, this a man named Stotts,
who brought word of the almost incredible
hardships
undergone by the party and the final extermination
of the emigrants by cholera.
Thus WiUiam Graves
never returned to his Illinois home. He and his wife
were the parents of five children,
namely:
Lucy,
deceased; Elizabeth, deceased; Montroville, deceased;
who
is
now
Mrs.
Eleanor,
Horback, of Ottawa, Kansas; and William E.
William E. Graves never saw his father, as he died
before the son's birth. Left with five
children, the
widowed mother had a hard time making both ends
but
to
her
meet,
little brood together
managed
keep
and give them a number of advantages that
helped
them to become useful men and women. William E.
Graves received the usual public school education
granted at that time in Pike County, and in his youth
evidenced a love for animals that pointed out the
road. for him to follow in the choice of a life vocation.
When eighteen years of age he went to St. Louis,
where he entered the St. Louis Veterinary College,
from which he was duly graduated at the age of
twenty-one years. He at once entered upon the practice of his calling in Illinois, and after
being located
in a number of places came to Kansas in 1896 and
established himself in business in Franklin
County.
There for ten years he succeeded in building up "a
large and profitable practice, particularly in the farming communities, and in 1906 came to Topeka, where
he has since been located, his ofiBces
being situated
at Twenty-first and Oakley streets.
Doctor Graves was married in 1875 to Miss Anna
Brown, and three daughters have been born to them:
Elsie, who is the wife of R. B. Nelson, bookkeeper for
the Hail Lithographic Company; Catherine, a
graduate of Washburn College, and now teaching vocal
music in the Honey Grove (Texas) High School; and
Izora, who is the wife of Earl Laxman, of Buffalo,
New York. Mr. Laxman has had an unusual career.
He was early left in charge of a widowed mother and
jiroved himself a good and faithful son, well worthy
the interest and friendship of all who knew him.
He
has made rapid progress in the business world, and
although now only twenty-four years of age is superintendent of a large printing plant at Buffalo, at a
salary of $3,000 per year.

Jacob Smith, of Topeka, was one of the notable
pioneers of Kansas. He lived in this state half a
century. During this time he distinguished himself
by a large degree of constructive enterprise in various business affairs.
He was a pioneer merchant
at Toneka, was also one of the early county officials, was a banker, was interested in the building

of railroads and was throughout noted as a man of
unusual souml iudgment, of great foresight and
discernment, and of absolute integrity. The record
of his life as given in the following paragraphs is
essentially a part of Kansas history.
He was born in Berks County, Pennsylvania, near
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Reading, June 24, 1829, and died at his home in
Topeka, November 30, 1908. His parents and grandparents were natives of Pennsylvania, their families having come to this country from Lcipsic,
Germany, at a very early date.
When he was two years old in 1831 his father,
John Smith, and mother, Hannah Carsbam, moved
to Somerset, Perry County, Ohio.
He received a
good education in the country schools and one item

ner of Harrison and Fifth streets, and there built
the house and planted the trees on the grounds
where his family still reside. These were the lots
on which the first schoolhouse of Topeka was built
in 1857.
The lots had been set apart by the Town
Association in 1S56, and the Emigrant Aid Society
was to build the schoolhouse in consideration of
other lots which were given to it by the town company. The society did not erect a building until
1857, when a brick structure 18 by 24 feet, two
stories in height, was put on the back of the lot
facing north on Fifth and Harrison. This was the
first schoolhouse in the city and .Tames Cowles was
the first principal.
When Mr. Smith bought the
lots the schoolhouse was torn down, and the bricks
and windows were used in the stable which still
stands on the grounds, and after fifty-nine years
they are in good condition.

of his early experience was clerking in the Boyden
Store, where one of his classmates, Phil Sheridan,
was also employed. Phil Sheridan later became the
dashing cavalry leader and one of the most distinguished generals of the Civil war.

'

Jacob Smith married Jane K. Von
Ohio.
Their wedding .iourney
was to Bluffton, Indiana, where they were to make
their home, and there Mr. Smith set up In the mercantile business. His daughter, Ida, was born there
In April,

Cannon, at

1S.52,

Tiffin,

For many years Mr. Smith also owned a large
stock farm east of Topeka and across the river from
the claim he first purchased. As the town grew the
Bank of Topeka was started, of which he was one
of the organizers and incorporators, and he was
elected director and vice president on December ^0,
1868, and for seven years served as president, from
1870 to 1877. .lacob Smith was also one of the first
directors and stockholders of the Midland Railroad
running from Topeka to Kansas City, now a part of
the Santa Fe System. For a time he was also president of the De Soto and Pleasant Hill Railroad.
During the last twenty-five or thirty years of

in 1855.

In 1857 Jacob Smith decided to come to Kansas.
left on March 5th for St. Louis, where on March
10th he took passage on the steamer Morning Star
for Westport Landing, now Kansas City.
The
Morning Star and other steamers of its class were
well appointed large boats and did a rushing business in passengers and freight between St. Ijouis
and Kansas City. After six days he arrived at
Westport, a small town of about 500 population,
containing a twostorv hotel and a few small stores.
He remained there all night and the next morning
arranged with a man named Green to take him to
Lawrence. The stage at that time made only one
trip a week. He crossed into Kansas and soon came
to the Methodist Mission in charge of Kev. Thomas
Johnson.
There he met Eev. .Mr. Johnson's son,
Col. A. S. Johnson and a friendship began which
lasted a lifetime.
After arriving in Lawrence he
determined to proceed to Topeka, and spent the
Mrs.
night at a Mrs. Allen's near Big Springs.
Allen furnished bed and meals to travelers.
On
arriving at Topeka he stopped at the Garvey House
at the corner of Kansas Avenue and Fifth Street.
Purchasing a claim west of Tecumseh on the river,
Mr. Smith lived on it three months and then sold
out at a good profit for .$600, that money constituting his real capital for the beginning of a business
career in Kansas. Returning to Topeka from his
cl&im he engaged in the tinware business at 195
Kansas Avenue. In August of the same year he
went back to BluflFton and brought his wife and
baby West to their new home in Kansas. He was
in St. Louis long enough to purchase a stock of
hardware for a new store. This stock was freighted
by steamer to Westport and wagon to Topeka. It
required from six to eight days to make the round
trip according to the condition of the roads.
According to an advertisement found in the Topeka State Record of January 14, ISfiO, Jacob Smith

He

carried

"a

full

line

of

stoves,

iron

steel

hard-

ware, window glass and agricultural implements,
offering them at low rates wholesale and retail
largest assortment of cook, parlor and box stoves
J. Cole had charge of the tin
in the territory."
shop connected with the store. Later his partners
were E. H. Blake and George D. Hale. In 1S79 Mr.
Smith sold to Mr. Hale. Some years later the W. A.
L. Thompson Hardware Company was formed, and
Mr. Smith was given the honorary position of
president of that firm, an oflice he held until his

—

death.
In 1867 Jacob Smith bought three lots on the cor-

his life Mr. Smith was practically retired from business.
He was a great traveler, and no one en.ioyed
traveling more. By his wide intercourse with men
.and aff.Tirs he had gained a large fund of information, and was also a great reader, a close observer
and had a splendid memory. In the early days he
was quite active in politics. He served as treasurer
of Shawnee County from 1861 to 1866, during the
Civil war period.
During the war he took part in

the Battle of the Blue on Colonel Vaele's staff, and
on October 22, 1864, was commissioned sergeant of
the Second Kansas State Militia. He was a member of Lincoln Post No. 1, G. A. R. It 1867 he was
elected a councilman. Socially he was a member of
.Ananias and Topeka clubs, and was affiliated
with Masonic Lodge No. 17, at Topeka.
His first wife died February 18, 18.59, leaving
two daughters: Ida and .Tessie. .Tessie died in 1879,
soon after her graduation from Bethanv College.
In 1866 .Tacob Smith married Sarah T. Linderman
of Kansas Citv.
She died in 1889. The only survivinsj child of this pioneer Kansan is Ida, who was
married .Tune 7, 1876, to W. A. L. Thompson of ToThev have two children. Helen, who married
rieka.
Harry W. Donaldson, and Rov T., who married Cornelia Glccd and has a son, Gleed Thompson.
tlie

•

RcswEM, L. CoFRAN, a prominent Topeka business
man and former mayor of the city, has the faculty
of growing old gracefully, and is still vigoroiis and
useful though past the age of three score and ten.
His has been a long and varied career. He served
For forty vears he
as a soldier in the Civil war.
has been proprietor of one of the largest foundries
and machine shops in the State of Kansas, and is
still active in attendins; to his business affairs.
Born in the Green Mountain State of Vermont at
Wheelock, Caledonia County, February 2. 1842. he
is a son of .Tohn and Nancy (Hoyt> Cofran, both
of whom spent all their lives in the same state.
His mother died in 1879 and his father in 1889.
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With

his early education supplied

by the grade
Wheelock, Roswell L. Cofran also attended the Orleans Academy in Orleans County,
and then followed farming until September, 1861.
He was then a youth of nineteen, and enlisted at
schools

of

Wheelock

in

Company E

of the Sixth

fantry as a private soldier.

He was

Vermont

later

In-

promoted

to corporal, and was in service continually until
Febriiary, 1863, when he was mustered out at Fort
Hamilton, New York. He to'ok part in the Peninsula campaign under General McClellan and manfully did his part in helping to preserve the Union.
After the war Mr. Cofran learned the trade of
founder and machinist and followed it as a journeyman for a number of years. His home has been in
Topeka since July, 1870. He was employed in the
Topeka Foundry and Machine Works until 1876, at
which time the business was reorganized as the

Western Foundry and Machine Works, and he soon
became its owner and proprietor. He has operated
that plant now for fully forty years. The company
does all kinds of machine and foundry work and
turns out all classes of brass, bronze and aluminum
The plant is located at 201 .Jeiferson
castings.
Street. It is one of the important industrial establishments of the Capital City.
To a great many people the name of Eoswell L.
Cofran suggests a vigorous and effective municipal
policy in Topeka. He has had much to do in making Topeka municipally a first class city. He was
a member of the city council and while still a
member was elected mayor on the democratic ticket
in 1S85.
He served one term from 1885 to 1887,
and in 1889 was again elected for another two-year
term. He was re-elected in 1891 and nearly twenty
years later, in 191.3, was elected for his fourth term
as mayor, this time as an independent or people's
candidate, serving from 1913 to 191.5.
Thus his
administrations as mayor covered portions of three
decades of growth and development. When he was
first
elected mayor Topeka had a great many
wooden sidewalks. These he had replaced by brick
and that improvement indicates what he stood for
in the way of general municipal improvement.
He
has always sought, whether as an ofiieial or a private citizen, to make Topeka a metropolitan city
worthy to be the capital of the great State of

Kansas.

On March 5, 1882, at Topeka, he married Caroline Fritsche, w;ho was born in Chicago, Illinois, a
daughter of Frederick Fritsche, a native of GerTo their marriage have been born three
children: Grace, born at Topeka, is the wife of
Eli Bishoff, a grocer at Kansas City, Missouri;
Maud, born at Topeka, is the wife of Clyde Lutz, a
traveling salesman with his home at Des Moines,
Iowa; Roswell L., .Jr., was born at Topeka and is
still at home.
Mr. Cofran is a Scottish and York Rite Mason,
many.

with Orient Lodge No. 51, Ancient Free
at Topeka; the Royal Arch
Chapter; the Commandery No. 5 of the Knights
Templar; with Abdallah' Temple of the Mystic
Shrine at Leavenworth; and is also a member of
Shawnee Lodge No. 1 and Shawnee Encampment
of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and of
Lodge No. 38 of the Knights of Pythias. He and
his family attend the
Congregational Church. They
affiliating

and Accepted Masons,

all

reside

Avenue.

in

a

fine

old

home

at

1263

Topeka

James
since his

1759

J. Bulger has been a resident of Kansas
boyhood and through recourse to the best of

educational institutions in the Sunflower State he
prepared himself for the legal profession, which he
has dignified by his character and achievement and
through the medium of which he advanced to judicial
position, his service having been on the bench of the
District Court of Cherokee County. Since 1912 he has
been engaged in tlie general practice of his
profession
in the City of Wichita, where he has
bu^t up a
large and important law business and retains a representative clientage.

Judge Bulger was born in Christian County, Illion the 9th of November, 1875, and thus he was
about ten years of age when, in 1886, his
parents
removed to Kansas and established their home near
Baxter Springs. After completing the curriculum of
the public schools Judge Bulger entered the Fort
Scott Normal College, and in this institution he w.-»
graduated as a member of the class of 1895. With
well formulated plans for his future career, he was
soon afterward matriculated in the law department
of the University of Kansas, in which he
com[Jeted
the prescribed course and in which he was
graduated
in 1898, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws.
He
was forthwith admitted to the bar and soon afterward he entered upon his professional
n9vitiate, at
Weir City, Cherokee County. There he remained a
few months and he then consulted personal and professional expediency by establishing his residence at
Columbus, the judicial center of the same county, and
forming a professional alliance with the late Richard
Blue, with whom he continued to be associated in the
nois,

control of a successful general practice until
1906,
when he was appointed to a responsible legal position
in the claim department of the Union Pacific Railroad, with headquarters in the City of Omaha,
Nebraska.
Of this position he continued the incumbent until the death of his former law partner,
Mr. Blue, in 1907, when he returned to Baxter
Springs, to adjust some matters pertaining to their
former law business, and while there he was
appointed district judge, to complete the unexpired
term of Judge C. A. McNeil. On the bench
Judge

Bulger continued his effective administration until
the expiration of the term, and in 1912 he removed
to Wichita, where he has since been
engaged in
practice in an individual way and where he has
admirable standing both as a 'versatile trial
lawyer
and a counselor of broad and exact knowledge of the
science of jurisprudence. Judge Bulger is a staunch
and effective advocate of the principles of the
republican party, is aflaiiatcd with the time-honored Masonic
and
also
holds membership in the Wichita
fraternity,
Lodge of the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks.
In 1912 was solemnized his
marriage to Miss
Eulah Sawyer, of Galena, Kansas.

Henry H. Miller, M. D. Although the well
directed labor of Dr. Henry H. Miller
belongs to
the past rather than present of Rossville, innumerable
evidences abound of his sojourn in the
and particularly of

community,

his diligence in protecting and
preserving the health and sanitation of his adopted
For forty-four years he was a prominent
place.
resident of Rossville, and during that time won his
way into the confidence and respect of the people
not alone as a medical adviser and kind friend, but
as a contributor to all that nmde for their welfare
and a supporter of the things that comhined to
advance religion, education and high citizen.ship.
Doctor Miller was born in Ashtabula County, Ohio,
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4, 1850, the sixth son of Rev. John and Sarah
(Shaffer) Miller, natives of New York and SwitzerHcv. ,Iohu Miller was a Methodist
land, respectively.
minister and circuit rider, moving from one small
congregation to another and administering the gospel
over a wide stretch of territory, in addition to which
he carried on farming. He gave his children better
educational advantages than were usual in those days.
Henry 11. was sent to college to complete his training for^he profession which he had decided upon as
He first attended the common schools
his life work.
of Alliance. Ohio, and after teaching school for several years, entered Mount Union College, after leaving
which he went to the University of Pennsylvania.

May

There he worked his way partly through college and
secured his coveted degree of Doctor of Medicine.
His older brothers had, in the meantime, come to
Kans.is. and immediately after his graduation the
to this place, arriving June 25,
From that time until his death.
1872.
1, 1916,
he continued in the practice of his profession. When
he lirst arrived at Hossvillo, the population con-

voung

plivsician

came

May

sisted

of not more than 100 souls, and during the

early days of his practice he rode on horseback all
over the surrounding country, no hour being too late
or any weather too severe for him to hasten to the
bedside of fiome suffering human. He became honored
and respected throughout the county, and his friendA man of honesty
shi])s extended over a wide area.
and of upright living, he readily won the confidence
of his fellow-citizens, and was entrusted with many
offices of importance in the community, being clerk
of the township school board for eighteen years,
councilman for one term, and ni-iyor of Hossville for

Doctor
Politically, he was a republican.
Miller assisted in every laudable enterprise launched
in his community, was identified with the building of
various churches and school buildings at Kossville,
and at the same time gave his children good educaHe was a Presbyterian and acted
tional advantages.
as elder in the church, in the work of which he took
an active part. Fraternally, he was a thirty-second
degree Scottish Rite Ma.son, a Shriner and a Knight
Templar, was master of the Rossville lodge for thirteen years, and belonged to the first class to take the
Consistory degrees at To|ieka. He was the last living
charter member of the Hossville lodge of the Ancient
Order of United Workmen. For years he was president of the Annuity I'nion. Doctor Miller was one
of the organizers of the Peoples State Bank and
one year.

RossWlle State Bank.
He accumulated fjirm lands
and town property, and was the owner, with his son,
of eighty acres in Shawnee County.
About four years after his arrival at Rossville,
Ajiril l.'l, 1876, Doctor Miller was married to Miss
Ella M. Wyatt, of this place, and they )iad three
children:
Knima, who is now Mrs. J. S. Majors, of
Topeka Earl D., who is engaged in mercantile pursuits at Mencken, Kansas; and Dr. Henry B., of
Rossville.
Mrs. Miller, who was a Baptist and active
in the work of her church, died September .'!0, 1894.
On September 9, 1898, Doctor Miller was married to
;

Miss Gertrude Partello, of
him and lives at that place.

Rossville,

who

survives

Dr. Henry B. Miller, son of Dr. Henry H. Miller,
and one of the leading idiysicians of this part of
Shawnee County, was born at Rossville, January 1,
1881.
His early education was secured in the ])ublic
schools, following which he took an ncailemic course
of two years at Bethany Academy, Lindsborg, Kansas, and enrolled as a stuilent at Baker College, BaldThere he remained for 1 '/j years, when family
win.

reverses caused him to give up, for the time being,
his
college career, and subsequently he studied
shorthand and secured a position with the Santa Fo
Thus he was enabled to work
Railroad, at Topeka.
his way through Baker College, from which he duly
received the degree of Bachelor of Arts.
Next, he
taught school for one year at Overbrook, and following this secured an apiiointment to the position of
assistant instructor in the chemical laboratory at
Kansas University. He held this post one year" and
then did two years of postgraduate work", and in
1906 received his master's degree. At that time ho
went to the University of Pennsylvania. In 1908
he received his degree of Doctor of Medicine.
To
still further i)repare himself. Doctor Miller then took
of
a year
interne work at the University Hospital,
at the Methodist Hospital and the Municipal Hos-

and September 1, 1909, returned to Rossville,
he became associated in practice with his
father.
Doctor Miller now has the largest practice
in this part of the county, and is
recognized as one
of the most thorough, learned and skillful
practitioners of the community.
pital,

where

Doctor Miller belongs to the various organizations
his profession, and is well known in fraternal
circles, belonging to the Masons, the Knights Temof

the Red Men, and the Kappa Sigma and the
Mu Phi Omega of the University of PennsylIn his senior year at that institution he was
vania.
elected an honorary member of the exclusive
Sigma
Xi fraternity. He is a staunch republican, but has
not desired public office.
Doctor Miller has always
been a generous contributor to schools and churches
as well as to all enter])rises worthy of
support for
the betterment of his community and its people.
jilar,

Alpha

Albert Arthur Kurd.

The professional intimates

of the late Albert Arthur

Hurd

unhesitatingly place

him among the most able corporation lawyers who
ever graced the Topeka bar.
The reputation of men

who gain eminence in this branch of the law is not
made in a day. Such a reputation requires not only
natural talent, but the most thorough preparation and
strenuous, continuous and intense application and
That he became recognized as one of the
industry.
best railroad lawyers in the United States was due to
the ]iossession of exceptional ability and character,
and also to the fact that lie was continuously identified with the Santa Fe Railway
Company for a period
of forty years.
He entered the service of the comin
in
1905
was
made
pany
1875,
special counsel, and
that appointment and the duties connected therewith
were a splen<iid recognition of the strength and breadth
of his influence upon the general
progress of the
corporation.
Albert Arthur Hurd was born at Lafavette, Illinois,
September 27, 1849, a son of Theodore' F. and Catherine (Driscoll) Hurd.
He belonged to a family which
was entitled to use a crest. His first paternal ancestor
in America was .Tohn Hurd, a native of
Somer.setshire,
England, who came to America before the year 1640
and settled at Windsor, Connecticut. From him the
line of descent is traced down through his second son,
.\dani Hurd, and his wife, Hannah Bertrand; John

Hnnl and Johanna Judson Ebcnezer Hurd and Sarah
Pickett Lane; Josiah Hurd and Phebe
Buell; Josiah
Hurd and Hannah Brown; Dan Hurd and Phoebe
Conger; Stephen Hurd and Xancy Hinchman, and
Theodore F. Hurd and Catherine" Martha Driscoll.
Two brothers, Josiah and Dan Hurd, fought as soldiers
;

of tlie Continent.'il line
during the war for American
independence, and their descendants are thus entitled

/Sr

i^L^-^<^f^<^>- ' (

..

r.cv;
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to membership in tlie Sons and Daughters of the
American Revolution. The father of Albert Arthur
Hurd was a prominent and influential citizen of his
(lav in Stark County, Illinois, and represented that

State Legislature in 1860.
in the public
schools of Galva, Illinois, later was a student at Northwestern University, and following his graduation there
entered the law department of the Iowa State UniHe was graduated with his degree in 1870,
versity.
and ill the same year was admitted to the bar of
Kansas at Junction City. He soon afterwards settled
at what was then the great center for the cattle trade
Abilene. Here he soou had
of the entire Southwest
all the legal business he could attend to, and enjoyed
the confidence as well as the patronage of some of
The young lawyer
the prominent early time citizens.
was elected the first city clerk of Abilene. Two other
men prominent in history were connected with the
One of them
eity administration at the same time.
was .Joseph G. McCoy as mayor, and the other was
William Hickok, better known as "Wild Bill," who
was marshal.

county in the

The

Illinois"

Mr. Hurd was educated

late

—

Urom Abilene Mr. Hurd removed

Newton, and
Soon
there had his first experience in railroad work.
afterward he went to Great Bend and was there in
time to become the first mayor of the city, a position
which he filled with distinction. He continued in general practice until 1875, in which year he came to
Topeka and was made assistant attorney with the
Santa Fc Railway Company. Sis years later he was
advanced to the office of solicitor for tlie State of
Kansas, and that was his position until 1905, when he
was made special counsel, the post which he held at the
to

time of his death.
Executive ability was one of the chief causes for
He had the power to
his continuous advancement.
manage varied and complicated interests successfully,
without friction and without confusion. The task of
special counsel of a railway is one of great delicacy
and of harassing difficulties. For handling the various and unending negotiations which arose, Mr. Hurd
possessed the experience, mental poise and skill in an
admirable harmony. He was a glove of velvet covering the railway 's hand of iron
iiot^ only covering
it, but guiding it; restraining its grasp within reasonable bounds.
As is naturally the case with an able
he knew about all the other side had to
specialist,
say, yet he listened and weighed all that was offered,
and having made up his mind what was best to be
done, he had the needful weight to make his pertina;

' '

'

'

cious and resolute client acquiesce in his views.
Ill politics Mr. Hurd was a republican, but never
a politician. He was a supporter of everything that
promised to be good for Topeka, and his strong character and broad mindedness lent force to each enterprise with which he was identified. Although not what
is known as a "mixer," he attracted men to him. and
the friendships he made were sincere and lasting.
lifelong student, he was fond of literature and was a
great leader both in and outside his profession. While
not a church member, ho was a believer in religion
of a practical sort, and his charities were many, though
they were often hidden from the general view. Mr.

A

Hurd was not a fraternalist, but belonged to a number
of social organizations, including the Country Club
and the Topeka Club, and, of course, he was a valued
member of the various organizations of his calling,
including the Kansas State and American Bar associations.
As a business man he was remarkably successful and accumulated a large amount of property
in and around Topeka.
One of his valuable estates
is Sommerheim Farm, a tract of 250 acres in Shawnee

ITfil

County, the improvements on which made it an ideal
country home. The amusements in which a man engages are a gauge of his temper and character. Some
tread the weary rounds of business or professional
endeavor with ceaseless devotion, never realizing that
there lies about them in field and forest, in woodland
stream, in shimmering lake, a store of wholesome and
refreshing recreation which would take from the round
of care many of its burdens, and, while invigorating
the physical powers, infuse into the spirit the sweet
and elevating influence which come from contact with
nature in her wild and rustic beauty. Mr. Hurd was
never insensible to these rural pleasures; he always

away from the city 's noise and competition and be among liis plants and flowers, and he made
of horticulture something more than a hobby.
After suffering from bronchitis two weeks Mr. Hurd
died at his home, 11.34 Tyler Street, Topeka, December
In speaking of Mr. Hurd the ofBciating
20, 1915.
minister. Dr. Benjamin F. Young, said in part as fol' '
lows
The numbers of friends that are here today are
evidence of the respect and love with which Mr. Hurd
loved to get

;

was regarded in his community. He was a man of
usefulness in his day, serving faithfully in the office
he held, keeping licfore him a lofty ideal of devotion
to duty.
That sense of duty and that lofty ideal
were taught him early by his parents, who were deHe was intensely devoted
religious people.
to his home and found it always the loveliest place in
the world. The mysteries of life and death appall us,
when we see a man in the midst of the duties of a
useful life cut off from the world, but we refuse to
believe that a mound of earth on the hilltop is the end
of this man of affairs, this man of wide sweeping
intellect, of firm grasp on problems of the time, of
voutly

generosity and ability."
December 22. 1885, ilr. Hurd was married to Miss
Theodosia E. Woosley of Erie, Kansas, daughter of
Alexander Jones and Mary Elizabeth (Sturdivant)
Woosley. Mrs. Hurd survives her husband, as does
also his brother, G. W. Hurd, an attorney of Abilene,

Kansas.
JULIU.S Weiss.
Recently the Topeka Daily Capital
had an illustration on one of its pages showing a
banquet table surrounded by a group of some of the
best known and most prominent veteran business
men of Topeka. Underneath was a text explaining

the occasion.
A part of this reads as follows; "Fifty years at
the old stand, forty-seven years at the same number
and still an active business man. That is something
of a distinction.
March 1, 1866, Julius Weiss, a
young captain of calvary who had served all through
the Civil war in an Illinois regiment, opened a
grocery store on Kansas Avenue. Wednesday evening, March 1, just fifty years to the day, a group
of Mr. Weiss' friends gathered at his home, 421
Tyler, to celebrate the anniversary with him.
Everybody there felt it was a great event, and it
was.
likeness of Mr. Weiss taken fifty years ago,
with bushy hair and long moustache, so fashionable
in the early '60s, judging by all Civil war photoIt didn't
graphs, was shown on the place cards.
look much like the kindly man with closely cropped
gray VanDyke and high forehead who sat smiling
at the head of the table.
It was a unique dinner
party and a jolly one. Several of Mr. Weiss fif tv-

"A

'

year customers were there. Nowadays wo call them
patrons. In the group were pre-staters, early-staters
and a few recent comers like E. H. Crosby and F. M.
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Mr. Crosby diiln 't come to Topeka until
and was called a tenderfoot when he made

Pelletier.

1880,

the fact

Some

known."
interesting individual

history

is

revealed

in the career of this veteran Topeka merchant. Ho
was born at Magdeburg, Prussia, January 25, 1838,
being the only survivor of three children. His par-

His
ents were Theodore and Henrietta Weiss.
father was the manager of one of the first beet
sugar refineries in the Kingdom of Wuertemberg,
the king of that country being a stockholder in the
A man of splendid education, who had
concern.
studied both in his own country and in Paris, he
had unusual abilities and was a splendid representative of that fine German stock which came to

He brought with him his
184S.
family in that .vear, landing at Xew Orleans, and
thence going up the river in the steamboat which
carried General Scott after his victorious campaign
in Mexico. Establishing his home in St. Louis, for
some years he followed his profession as a metallurgist and assayer.
Naturally he traveled a great deal,
and was one of the first to go to the lead and zinc
fields of .Joplin, though a permanent boom in metals
in that southwest Missouri country did not come
until some years later. He finally moved to Topeka,
where he died. His wife passed away at St. Louis.
.Julius Weiss was ten years old when he came
with the family to America, and later in the same
year his mother died and the family soon moved
to Bond County, Illinois, where he grew up on a
farm. He attended the district schools and afterwards took a course in Bryant & Stratton 's Business
College at Chicago.
His first experience in business came after he
was eighteen years of age and in a -general store
America about

at Greenville, Hlinois.
He was clerking in that
store when the war broke out in 1861. In July of
that year he enlisted in the Third Illinois Cavalry,
Company D, as a private, but was later made commissary of the regiment in 18G2 with the rank of
first lieutenant.
In 1SG4 he was promoted to captain of Company
in the same regiment, and continued with that command and in that rank until
mustered out in October, 1865.
He saw a great deal of hard fighting and campaigning during the war. His first service was in
the Southwest Missouri campaign under General
Curtis, and he participated in the battle of Pea
His command was then sent to Helena,
Eidge.
Arkansas, and from there to Vicksburg under General McClernand.
He was in the battle of Haines
Bluff, then crossed the river, was ordered back to
Memphis, and was on duty there and at Corinth
guarding the Memphis and Charleston Railway. He
was in the cavalry raids in Tennessee, Mississippi
and Alabama as far as West Point, where the
Federals had to retreat before General Forrest.
Prior to this they had made a raid to Holly Springs,
where they destroyed scores of locomotives and other
Confederate supplies. His term of enlistment having expired and a reorganization of the regiment
being effected at Memphis, Mr. Weiss accompanied
the command to Paducah, Kentucky, where he was
on guard duty, and afterwards his regiment as dismounted cavalry participated in the last battle of
Nashville. Captain Weiss was not present at Nashville, since he had been ordered to St. Louis to
He rejoined his command at
procure supplies.
Cross Hollows. Tennessee, afterwards was sent to
Kastport, Mississippi, where the regiment was reIt
cruited to full strength of twelve companies.

H

was stationed there during the great floods of the
Mississippi Eiver in the spring of 1865. On being
sent back to St. Louis the regiment was again remoiiiitccl,

rearmed and reequipped and was ordered

to the northwestern frontier at St. Paul, Minnesota.
As Captain Weiss said at his fiftieth anniversary
lie
and his comrades went out to fight
liaiHiiii't
Indians, but much to their disgust they saw no
The regiIndians, at least in a hostile attitude.
ment made camp at Minnehaha Falls, and from that
point went to Devils Lake, Dakota, thence to Fort
Berthold on the Missouri River, back to Devils
Lake, then to Red Wicig. to St. Paul, and finally to

Springfield, Illinois, where he was mustered out
with his command in October, 1865.
After this long and interesting career as a
soldier. Captain Weiss returned to Greenville, HliFrom there in
nois, and resumed work in a store.
time claimed a population of 2,500. It was really
nothing more than a frontier village with scarcely
any municipal improvements. Here he engaged in

the crockery and grocery business, and that line
he has continued ever since, though the crockery
department was discontinued a number of years
At first the firm name was McLean & Comago.
pany, but six years later became Whitton & Weiss.
In 1882, owing to the death of Mr. Whitton, a
change was made to J. Weiss & Company, and that
title has been significant of high class business in
Topeka for the past thirty-five years.
Mr. Weiss is a Presbyterian, and is a democrat
in yiolitics.
In 1S72 he married Miss Ella Whitton,
a sister of his former business partner. To their
marriage were born two daughters, Margaret and
Grace.
Grace married Harry Cliandler, and died
leaving a daughter named Margaret.
Captain Weiss' father during his professional
career acquired a fine selection of minerals, which
he had carefully classified.
This collection descended to .lulius Weiss, and in the summer of
1915 he presented it to Washburn College, and it is
the most valued part of the mineralogical exhibit in
that institution.

Perry E. Cqdk has

for more than twenty years been
of the principal carpenter contractors and
builders of Topeka. His work and skill have been
particularly exemplified in some of the finer residences of the city, and a large clientage have
always felt a peculiar degree of assurance when any
contract was entrusted to the firm of Cook & Son.
The firm has also handled a great deal of the better class of repair and remodeling contracts.
A resident of Kansas for thirty years. Perry E.

one

in Boone County, Indiana, December
son of Oscar and Charity (Wiley) Cook.
His father, who was a native of Cayuga County,
New York, was a farmer. After living for many
years in Boone County. Indiana, he moved to Appanoose County, Iowa, in October. 1^77, but after
three years returned to Indiana and established his
home in Hendricks County where he lived until

Cook was born
12, 1859. a

his death on March 1, 1912. He was a republican,
and a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. His wife, who was born in Russellville,
Kentucky, died in Indianapolis in August. 1915.

She was a member of the Christian Church.
Reared on a farm. Perry E. Cook acquired his
knowledce of hooks and literary learning through
the district schools of Boone County, Indiana, and
the grade schools of Royalton, Indiana. With an
inclination for the handling of tools, he early turned
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was a man of perseverance and persistence, and did

his attention to the trade of carpenter and followed
as a master workman in various places in Iowa

not allow himself to be discouraged or to be turned
back from his goal. His children attended school I'/a
miles from the homestead, walking to and from the
school in all kinds of weather, and during the summer terms assisted their father in the work of the
home place. Mr. Kassebaum was a republican, but
never desired to hold public office. He was a booster
of his community's interests and a hard worker in
all uplift matters, and was a popular member of the
Rossville Lodge of the Ancient Order of United
Workmen. When he died, March 6, 1914, his community lost a good and helpful citizen.
Edward C. Kassebaum received his education in
the public schools and was brought up as a farmer,
receiving excellent instruction from his father in all
He was married
branches of agricultural work.
March 17, 1897, to Miss Chettie James, daughter of
Squire E. T. James, a sketch of whose career will be
found on another page of this work. They have one
daughter, Beatrice, who is a student in the schools of

it

In June, 1886, just thirty years
for seven years.
and worked at
ago, Mr. Cook arrived in Topeka,
his trade as a journeyman until October, 1889. He
then entered the Santa Fe Eailway shops, where
he remained about five years, and from that took up
the business of contracting, the business he has followed ever since. His oitices since 1906 has been
at 110 West Sixth Avenue, and prior to that time
thev were at 117 West Fifth Street.
Mr. Cook owns a substantial home at 911 Highland Avenue, where he has resided for twelve years.
He is a member of the Independent Order of Odd

Fellows and in politics an independent republican.
He has a fine family, and some of his sons arc now
associated with him in business. On December 25,
Aranda
1884, at Marshalltown, Iowa, he married
Conger, who was born in Peoria County, Illinois,
October 31, 1861. When she was about nine years
of age her parents, W. P. and JIary Hann Conger,
who were natives respectively of Virginia and Illinois, moved from Peoria County to Marshalltown,
Iowa, where the father still resides. He has always
been a farmer, and is a veteran of the Union army
his
during the Civil war. He is a republican and
wife a Methodist. Mr. and Mrs. Cook's four children were all born in Topeka: Wilbur O., a carpenter and associated with his father; Blanche M., wife
of R. A. Showers, a carpenter; Perry E., now deinsurance
ceased; and Herbert W., who is in the

Topeka.

At the time of his marriage, Mr. Kassebaum purchased eighty acres of good land not far from his
father's place, and resided thereon until he moved
to his present forty-acre property, located not far
from Meuoken, in one of the most fertile spots in
Northwest Shawnee Count}-. While general farming
has occupied his attention to a large degree, he has,
of late years, been particularly interested in watermelon culture, a subject of which he has made an
exhaustive study, and in this direction is one of the
His farm has been improved
leaders of his county.
with handsome and substantial buildings, and its
equipment is modern in every respect. In politics
Mr. Kassebaum is a democrat. He has always been
public-spirited, assisting in all matters that have
promised to benefit his community, and while he has
never sought nor cared for olfico has served as a

business.

Edw.«d

C. Kas.seb.\T7M.

On

the highest point of

bottom land between Kansas City, Missouri, and
Manhattan, Kansas, is located the forty acre farm
belonging to Edward C. Kassebaum, who carries on
general farming, but who, perhaps, is more widely
known as a grower of water melons, a field in which
he has attained something more than a local reputaThis farm is situated in Mencken Township,
tion.
Shawnee County, and has been brought to a high
state of cultivation under the practical and intelligent
efforts of Mr. Kassebaiim, who has been a resident
of this locality all his life and who is accounted one
of the most progressive agriculturists of his township.
Mr. Kassebaum was born on a farm near Rossville,
Shawnee County,
February 24, 1872, the fifth of the
"
L.
eight children of Henry Augustus and Mary
(Probst) Kassebaum, who were both of German
Henry Augustus Kassebaum came with
parentage.
his parents from Bremen, Germany, when he was
seven years of age and located at Cincinnati, Ohio,
where the family resided for a time, and where they
became friends of the Probst family. Mrs. Kassebaum was born at Cincinnati. Later the two families
moved to Indianapolis, Indiana, and the children
there were reared, attending first a local school and
later a German school at Cincinnati.
They were
married in 18.59 and moved to Dillsburg, Indiana,
where Mr. Kassebaum operated a general merchandise
store and through good business ability acquired a
modest capital. Having the interests of his children
at heart, and desiring to rear them in the free air
of the country, Mr. Kassebaum sold his store in
1871, and, coming to Kansas, purchased 840 acres of
land on the hills of Shawnee County, where he
became a successful stock raiser and wheat grower.
Later, he added to this laud until he had 1,400 acres,
which property was divided among his children in
1912. As others were forced to do, he passed through
the plague of the grasshoppers and the drought, but
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member

of the school board of Silver Lake Township.
Fraternally, Mr. Kassebaum is a well known Mason,
belonging to Silver Lake Blue Lodge, and the Tork
Rite and Shrine at Tojieka. He and Mrs. Kassebaum
are members of the Rossville Presbyterian Church,
in the work of which they have taken an active part.

Jasies Edward Conrot. One of the largest landowners and most successful farmers and stock raisers
in Riley County is James Edward Conroy, whose entire
Mr.
life has been devoted to agricultural activities.
Conroy is progressive and enterprising, believes in
thoroughbred stock and in modern methods of farming and keeps himself well informed on these subjects
and thereby prospers.
.lames Edward Conroy w-as born February 24,
1862 in Pottawatomie County, Kansas. He is a son
of James and Mary (Dempsy) Conroy, both of
whom were born in Queen 's County, Ireland. They
came to the L'nited States and were married in the
State of New York. In 1856 they came to Pottawatomie County, Kansas, and there James Conroy developed a fine farm of 400 acres. He died there in J902,
His widow surat the age of seventy-nine years.
vived until 1906, passing aw-ay when aged eighty.

three years.
They were faithful members of the
Roman Catholic Church. They reared two sons.
Martin and James E.
James E. Conroy was reared in his native county
and attended the public schools.
Farming and
stockraising have occupied his attention from early
manhood until the present. He remained in Pottawatomie County until 1902, when he sold his farm
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there anil removed to Riley County and settled on
lands lie had purchased in Ogden Township and
All told, Mr. Conroy
liere he has since resided.
owns 1,073 acres of land. The ni.-jin tract is situated
on the Golden Belt road, which is the most traveleii

highway between Manhattan and .Junction (Jity, an.l
sonu' distance in front of his handsome and attracinterively surrounded residence is a station on the
urban railway between the two cities. Such a favorable location has many advantages in the way of
business and ojiportunities for a wider social life
than a farih usually affords. A part of Mr. Conroy 's
for grazing
large acreage is ridge land which he uses
He breeds thoroughbred Hereford cattle
purposes.
and other high grade stock. His land is in better

condition and more substantially improved than
any other estate in Riley County.
in 1S87 Mr. Conroy was married to. Miss Catherine
Glenn and they have had eleven children, eight of
whom survive. In church relationship the family
are Roman Catholics. In addition to being a thrifty
and up-to-date farmer, Mr. Conroy is an honorable
and useful citizen and a highly esteemed neighbor
in

Ogden Township.

Charles G. Carlson. While the earlier activities
of this old Topeka resident from the time he identified himself with the State of Kansas in 1SS6 may
not be widely known, his membership in the firm
of Lundgren & Carlson, contractors and builders,
has been productive of work of the highest class
and exemplified, particularly along the lines of the
Santa Fe Railway, in several states.
The partnership of Lundgren & Carlson was
formed in 1901, the seuior member being Mr. A. J.
liUndgren. As builders their ability is now known
far and wide throughout the State of Kansas. Their
first important work in Topeka was done for J. W.
Gleed and they built the Devon fiats and also the
fiat at the northeast corner of Sixth and Topeka
Avenue. This firm also erected the Lafaj-ette and
McKinley schools of Topeka. For several years they
were almost exclusively employed by the Santa Fe

Railroad

Company

houses, hotels and

in constructing depots, roundstations.
They put up buildings

at

Peabody, Mulvane, Norman, Oklahoma, Stillwater, Oklahoma, Perry, Oklahoma, and did remodelto the value of .$85,000.
the depot at Lexington .lunction in
Missouri, the station at Richmond, Missouri, and, to
mention one of their most recent contracts, they put
up in 1916 a large freight office at Raton,
^iexico. They also have in process of construction
a station at Chillicothe, Illinois, and one at CarrollThe large addition to the Topeka
ton, Missouri.
High School in 191:') was made by Lundgren & Carlson. The firm ojierates in Topeka one of the city's
largest planing mills. Their mill is equipped for all
kinds of mill work, and a large part of its output

ing of

Harvey eating houses

They

built

New

is

bank

fixtures, special design work, and they fulclasses of contracts for plate glass work.
Charles 0. Carlson was born in Warmeland,

fill

all

Sweden, in 1867, and was about nineteen years of
age when he came to Kansas. His father N. N.
Carlson, who spent his life in Sweden, was a man
of considerable distinction as a landscape gardener
and a special authority on various branches of agriculture. For a number of years he had charge of the
grounds of several large estates, but in the later
years of his life he followed farming as a regular
occu[iation, and lived on a farm until he came to

He and his wife were the parents
in 19ii7.
seven children, five of whom are still living.
Their names were Christine, Charlotte, Fred, Charles
G., Kmil, Sophia and Axel.
Mr. Carlson had more than an ordinary training
before he left his native land and came to America.
Besiiles the jiublic schools of his native province
he was for one year in a preparatory school. At
the age of seventeen he found work as a fireman or
stoker on board ocean going vessels and it was after
some exjierience and several voyages in that line
that lie became an American resident and arrived in
America

of

Topeka.
His first employment in this city was with the
Santa Fe
bridge and building department of the
After one year he took up
Railwav Comiiany.
and was in
regular work in the trade of carjienter

the employ of some of the well known Topeka contractors, including Mr. Council and Mr. Fellows, and
he was also with the Frampton Planing Mill and
the Home Pl.-ining Mill. For two years he was a
Works and then
pattern maker for the Capital Iron
which has
joined Mr. Lundgren in the partnership
now been in successful and prosperous existence for
fifteen vears.
On August 15, .1890, Mr. Carlson married Miss
^fatilda Johnson. She was also born in Warmeland,
Sweden, a daughter of .Tonas Johnson, who came to
America in 1SS5, but in 1898 returned to his old
home in Sweden and died there April 26, 1912. He
was the father of seven children, all of whom came
to Kansas, their names being Hadda, Adolph, Fred,

Matilda, Alfred, Ida and Sophia.

WiLLi.vM Owen.

Much

of the pioneer history of

Kansas might be written around the names Owen
and Packard. The late William Owen was one of
the men who came from the East in the days of the
'50s for the purpose of assisting in the movement
His fatherto make a free state out of Kansas.
Packard, was also a prominent leader
in-law,

Cyrus

in

to

the free state movement.
Born in Rhode Island in 1827, William

Shawnee County, Kansas,

Owen came

in 1856, about the time

the first territorial government was organized. As
a young man in Rhode Island he learned and followed the trade of carpenter, and for a time was
Later he conin the same vocation in Kansas.
ducted a sawmill, his being one of the first mills in
the territory. He also was a merchant and kept a
store at Rochester. After the war he was a farmer

and carpenter, but in 1880 concentrated all hiB
work
efforts upon farming and continued in that
for eighteen years, when he retired from business
and moved to Topeka.
Mrs. William Owen before her marriage was Olive
lived
Packard, and the Packard and Owen families
close neighbors after coming to Kansas. Her father,
of
Cvrus Packard, who was born in the State
Maine June 5, 1796, served as a soldier in the

conof 1812. He was a man of deep religious
an active supporter of the Congregational
his
Church and carried his religious beliefs and
on every
social principles into practical action
At the time of the abolition movement
occasion.
man w'ere
in Maine Cyrus Packard and one other
courthe only ones in their community who had the
cause openly. Cyrus
age to speak and advocate the
Packard was nearlv sixty years of age when the

War

victions,

Kansas Nebraska

bill

was passed and precipitated
It was his

the conflict for a free state in Kansas.

rx

,^s°F^S&^

stild
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ardent belief in abolition that caused him to abandon
his comfortable home and come out to help make

Kansas

assistance built what
the Sherman cabin.

Mr. and Mrs.

was known for many years as

Owen had

sons and eight daughters.
are still living.
F. C. HoYT.
ern Kansas P.

fourteen children, six

Ten of these children

As a banker in Oklahoma and SouthC. Hoyt is widely known and his

united with his conservative judgin the front rank of bankers
He is now a resident of Wichita
in the two states.
and president of the Union State Bank of that city.
Though born in Keokuk County, Iowa, in 1873, Mr.
Hoyt was brought by his parents in 1876 to Portis,
Osborne County, Kansas, and thus grew up to imbibe
His eduthe spirit and atmosphere of Kansas life.
cation came partly from public schools and partly
from Stockton College, and as a youth he learned
As a journeyman printer he
the printer's trade.
worked in a number of cities throughout the country
and had the usual interesting experiences of one who
follows that trade.
He was among the early settlers of Oklahoma
Territory, and for one year conducted a weekly paper
at Taloga in Dewey County.
In the same county in
1898 he engaged in the drug business at Seiling, and
gave four years to that enterprise. It was at Seiling
that he first entered banking, establishing the First
National Bank, of which he became president, and
he is still at head of that institution, whicli, however,
is only one of the various banks with which his name
is identified.
In 1902 he organized the First Bank
of Cestos, Oklahoma, and was its active manager
twelve years. He organized the Bank of Vici at Vici,
Oklahoma, of which he is now president, and he is
also president of the Exchange State Bank of Burns,
Kansas, and is interested in the Neal State Bank of
Neal, Kansas, and the Union Stock Yards Bank of
Wichita.
In June, 1914, Mr. Hoyt removed from Cestos,
Oklahoma, to Wichita, and has since been president of
the Union State Bank. Politically he is a republican,
and wliile in Oklahoma was very active in that party
and did much toward getting passed the Free Homes
and Statehood bills. At various times he was tendered
nominations for important state offices, but always
financial

ability

ment has placed him

refused.

Zachariah Eesee.

Among

the

comfortably sitof Eossville, Kansas, is Zachariah

uated residents
Eeser, one of the substantial and well known retired
farmers of Shawnee Countv. He has been a resident
Vol.

of Kansas for a half century and has large
possessions here acquired through his own industry.

Zachariah Eeser was born in Kentucky, March 13,

free.

William Owen was likewise zealously identified
with the free state movement. At one time he
was captured by the slave faction in Kansas and
was taken to Lecompton and put in prison. A few
days later the governor of the territory arrived at
Lecompton, dined with the prisoner, and in a few
days secured his release. Mrs. William Owen herself has many interesting anecdotes to relate conceruiug early days in Kansas. She recalls the fact
that John Brown stopped one night at the Owen
house with sixteen negroes, and Brown was not an
infrequent visitor at the Owen or Packard homes.
In fact everyone associated with the old underground railroad knew the Owen and Packard famGeneral W. T. Sherman when a young man
ilies.
managing the Thomas Ewing ranch boarded with
the Owen family and the general with Mr. Owen 's
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1848.
His parents were Wyatt and Nancy Eeser,
natives of Kentucky and of their thirteen childreu
seven survive and live in Kansas, representatives of
a sturdy stock from which class came many pioneers

When Wyatt Eeser and wife packed their
household goods and children in the wagon that was
to carry them out of their native state, they headed
for Indiana and on reaching that state located on a
farm near Eising Sun. There they lived until 1866
when they were attracted to Kansas and again a long
journey was made and land was secured near Topeka
and on that place the parents of Zachariah Eeser died
hither.

advanced age.
Zachariah Reser was eighteen years old when he
accompanied his parents to this state. He had not
been given many educational advantages as he was
an older member of the large family and from boyhood had been obliged to work hard for his own
support and to help others. He was a good son and
In the course of time he secured a
did his duty.
homestead in Pottawatomie County and later sold it
and came to Shawnee County and bought sixty acres
to which he has added until he now owns 400 acres of
fine land.
With his wife he lives retired at Eossville.
In 1868 Mr. Eeser returned to Indiana and was
married there to Lizzie Meyers, who died three years
later.
On January 17, 1883, Mr. Eeser was married
to Miss Mary Alice Lemon, who was born in Ohio,
and is a daughter of Henry and Sarah (Braton)
Lemon.
They were pioneers of an early date in
Kansas, coming into the state in a covered prairie
in

in 1855.
Relatives had previously settled at
Holton and there they stopped and later Mr. Lemon
hauled merchandise for three years between Leavenworth and Atchison. He then rented and later bought
a farm and on that place he died in 1904 and his wife
in 1913.
Mr. and Mrs. Eeser have two children:
Edith, who is the wife of U. G. Stewart; and George,
a young man of twenty-four years, who carries on
farming on the home place.
Mr. Eeser has always been a good citizen but has
kept free from party ties, voting independently but
intelligently and has never accepted any political
office, although, as a man of keen judgment and
honest and upright living, he would have made an

wagon

honest record.
He and wife are Christian people,
members of the Methodist Church and active in
Both are members of
forwarding its good work.
the fraternal order of Knights and Ladies of

Security.

Charles Weslet Petek. A valuable, well conducted farm is that owned by Charles Wesley Peter,
one of the substantial and respected citizens of
Jackson Township, Eiley County, a property largely
developed through his own efforts and handsomely
improved. Mr. Peter has been a resident of Kansas
for forty-four years.

Charles

Wesley Peter was born November

16,

1850, in .Jackson County, Indiana. His parents were
Jonas and Barbara (Bruenner) Peter, who were born
in Switzerland.
They were married in the United
States and then settled in Jackson County, Indiana,
where the mother died after the birth of four chil-

dren:
Susan, Mary, Charles Wesley and William
Jonas
F., the only survivor being Charles Wesley.
Peter contracted a second marriage, with Barbara
Rachel Littican, and they had three children: Eliza,
Emma and George, the first named being deceased.
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Jonas Peter was a successful farmer in Jackson
Countv, Indiana, where he died in 1S68, at the age
of fiftV-three years. In l^^)!l lie lia.l visited Kansas
and bought 500 acres of land in Fancy Creek Valley,
a part of which is included in the present farm of
Charles Weslev Peter.
Ten vears after his father had purchased the Kiley
whom
County land, the late William F. Peter, of
a biographv appears in this work, came to Kansas
and located on the |)roperty, and in 1S72 Charles
The two brothers united in deVTeslev followed.
lived together in a primitive
lands
and
the
veloi.i'ng
cabin until 1879, when Charles Wesley erected his
comfortable frame residence.
In 18^0 Charles Wesley Peter was married to
Miss Amelia Knostnian, who is a daughter of
William Knostman. William Knostman was born
W'hen
in Hanover, Germany, September 7, 1S.30.
six years old he was brought to America by his
manhood at Brownstown, Indijiarents and grew to
In Cincinnati, Ohio, he gained his fyst merana.
cantile experience, and from 1s.i7 to 1867 was in
In the latter
business at Catlettsburg, Kentucky.
vear he came to Manhattan, Kansas, where, until
the mercan1895, when he retired, he was active in
tile business, in which he was succeeded by his
son, E. L. Knostman.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter have one son, Charles F., who
is now engaged in farming in Fancy Creek Valley,
where his father owns 3fi0 well improved acres.
General farming and stockraising is carried on with
satisfactory results. Mr. and Mrs. Peter and their
son are ail members of the Methodist Episcopal
In politics Mr. Peter supports the men
Church.
and measures of the republican party but merely as
a good citizen desirous of stable government for he
has no political ambition for himself. He has been
identified with the Masonic fraternity for many
years and as a Master Mason stands well in his
"

lodge.

JOHK Franklin Haskell is the Topeka and Kansas representative of the greatest creamery organiHe is general manager and
zation in America.
vice president of the Beatrice Creamery Company,
consolidated, with headquarters in Topeka.

Both he and his brother George Everett have
long been prominently identified with this business.
His brother George E., who is president of the
Beatrice Creamery Company, lives in Chicago.
George was the founder of the industry at Beatrice,
He pushed the enterprise
Nebraska, about 1890.
with so much success that it soon outgrew the limits
of its home city, but the company still bears the
name of that Nebraska town. The headquarters
were removed to Lincoln, and since 1913 the main
It was the first cenoffices have been in Chicago.
tralized creamery business and is today the largest
institution of its kind in the United States.
John Franklin Haskell was born in Mitchell
County, Iowa, October 12, 1862, and four years later
The fact of his father's death is
his father died.
mentioned at this point because John F. Haskell
soon had to shift for himself, and his business success
anil jirominence has been due to his own efforts
rather than the training and environment of early
youth. His father was .Tosiah Haskell, a native of
Michigan, where he was born in ls36. and an early
settler in the State of Iowa. .Tosiah and his brothers
Thomas and John were soldiers in the Civil war.
Josiah serving four years in Company
of the

K

Twenty seventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry. He himself became a permanent invalid as a result of his
service, while his brother John was killed in battle.
The brother Thomas went through the war and returned home, but had at least one narrow escape
from death. That makes an interesting incident.
Thomas Haskell with four other Union soldiers were
detached as guards for the Confederate prisoners.
Along with the Confederates they also had under
arrest one Union man who was being kept for a misdemeanor.
While they were guarding their prisoners a colored woman came along selling pies. The
guards bought some of the pies, ate generously of
them, and in a few minutes they were all taken
violently ill.
Though it was not so diagnosed at
the time, it was undoubtedly a case of ptomaine
poisoning. All the guards died within a few hours
except Thomas, who survived the painful ordeal.

He and

his

comrades were somewhat isolated from

the rest of the Union troops, and had it not been
for the instinctive loyalty displayed by the Union
soldier wlio was also under arrest the prisoners
might easily have overpowered the stricken guards
and made their escape. This Union soldier, taking
in the sifuatiou, at once picked up a musket and
stood guard over the Confederates until relief came.
Josiah Haskell married Miss Lodica Prince. She
was born in Xew York, and a short time before
the Civil war her father removed to Missouri. He
was a Union man in a state where the predominant
opinion was strongly hostile to his belief, and he
found it convenient to leave Missouri and move to
Iowa. Josiah Haskell and wife were the parents
of four children, two sons and two daughters:
The
daughters were Ida May and Nellie, the former of
whom died in 1887 and the latter in 1908. Reference
has already been made to the older son George
Everett, president of the Beatrice Creamery Company.
John Franklin Haskell had to content himself with
a brief schooling. He left home and began earning
his own way at the age of thirteen. At first he was
employed on a farm and afterward found a job in
a flour and feed mill. In 1880 he went to Wisconsin
and began taking contracts to supply fuel for the
tow-boats on the Mississippi River.
These boats
were engaged in towing logs and lumber rafts and
that old phase of the lumber traffic is something
that has long since disappeared.
Giving up that
line of business in 1888 Mr. Haskell entered a general store at Lynxville, Wisconsin, and for three
years was engaged in buying and selling eggs.
In 1892 he went out to Beatrice, Nebraska, and
found employment with the Haskell and Bosworth
Creamery Company, which was the nucleus of the
present great enterprise of the Beatrice Creamery
Company. After a short time he was sent to Cuba.
Kansas, and given charge of a branch house of
the company for two years, and then was located at
Hcrington, Kansas, taking charge of the large branch
house there and being given full charge of the entire
Kansas business. In 1904 Mr. Haskell removed to
Topeka and became manager of the produce department of the Continental Creamery Company, which
not long afterward was reorganized as the Beatrice
Creamery Company. During 1914 he was president
of the Topeka Commercial Club and was jiresident
of the Topeka TraflSc Bureau from the spring of
1914 until the spring of 191C.
In 1882 Mr. Haskell married Miss Helen Lorraine
Peck of Lynxville, Wisconsin. Mr. Haskell has

KANSAS AND KANSAXS
whom he may well be iiroud. The
seven children born to their marriage were: Leona
Violet, Clinton Howard, Helen Lorraine, Frankie
Delphine, Everett Erskine, Willard Vernon, and
Gladys, who died in childhood. Leona lives at home
with her parents. Clinton, who married Miss Ethel
Miller of Topeka, has charge of the office force of
the Beatrice Creamery Company in Denver. Helen,
who lives at home, was graduated from Washburn
College in 1915. Frankie also graduated at Washburn in 1915 and is now pursuing post-graduate
Everett is a
studies in the Columbia University.
merchant at Lyndon, Osage County. Willard is a
student in the Topeka High School.

Nine of the sons are still living named
Warren, Harvey, Charles, Lewis, Benjamin, Arthur,
Grant, Clarence and George. Clarence and George
are members of the Kansas National Guard, in
Battery A of Topeka, and are now doing service

some children of

Egbert M. Bakee was a pioneer Kansan.

daughter.

house at Kansas City, Kansas. Charles is fireman
at the city waterworks in Topeka. Lewis is in the
Santa Fe shops at Topeka. Benjamin is a landscape gardener at the Children 's Tuberculosis HosArthur is cmpital at Alamogordo, New Mexico.
ployed by the Santa Fe and Grant is a foreman for
The son
the Topeka Street Railway Company.
in the
Harvey Baker was a member of Company
Twenty-first Kansas Infantry during the Spanish-

D

Nearly

American war.
years of age.

father James Baker had a specially adventuresome
and interesting career. James was born in the historic town of Battle, forty miles from London,
England. As a young man a romantic experience
caused him to run away from his home in England

and come to America. Here his first emjiloyment
was in assisting the troops of General Andrew Jackson to erect the breastworks of sand bags and cotton

New

Orleans to repel the British invasion.
he went into Ohio, and there married
the young lady on whose account he left England.
The late Robert M. Baker grew up in Ohio, received his education there, and during the Civil war
he and his brother Wilson did hazardous duty as
bridge builder in Sherman 's army, being attached
to the pioneer corps. His brothers Isaac and Tliomas
In ls6s Mr.
were privates in the L^nion army.
Baker .ioined the Missouri Conference of the Methlittle later

Church at Chillicothe, having early in life
devoted himself to the cause of the ministry. He
finally moved out to Kansas and located eight miles
southwest of Phillipsburg, and three miles west of
Glade on the Solomon River bottoms. He lived in
Phillips until in 1900 removed to Topeka, where
odist

his death occurred in 1910 at the age of seventy-

two.

Mr. Baker married Lueina Lawrence. Her father
Jonathan H. Lawrence was a native of Morgan
County, Ohio. Her grandfather Lawrence lived in

a cabin on the coast of Maine during tlie War of
1812. When a British man-of-war atteinpted to land
a small boat filled with sailors tlfere, he as a
sharpshooter wounded several and the sailors were
glad to get back to their vessel. Subsequently he
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant, and com-

manded an American

ship which captureil a Britwas pjaid $4,000 as his
The British government
subsequently offered $1,000 reward for his capture
dead or alive. The Lawrence family came to America before the Revolution, and four brothers of the
name served as patriot soldiers in that war. Mrs.
Baker's brother Zacharia Lawrence was also a soldier in the Civil war and gave his life for his
ish treasure vessel, and he
share of the prize money.

country, dying at Bridgeport, Alabama, when only
He was a member of Comsixteen years of age.
in the Fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry.
pany
To the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Baker
were born thirteen children, twelve sons and one

H

The daughter,

Ella, died

when two

Wylie White Cook. During a period of more
than thirty years, Hon. Wylie White Cook has been
almost constantly before the people of Kansas as the
incumbent of public positions, and that he still retains in marked degree the confidence and respect of
Kansans is evidence of his worth, fidelity and integrity, for the duties of the various offices which he has
held have in nearly every ease directly affected the
welfare of the community. In Mr. Cook 's case it has
almost invariably been a case of the office seeking
the man, for with but one exception in his long
career his election or appointment has come to him
without solicitation on his part, a fact which makes
his record all the more remarkable.
Mr. Cook, who
has been a Resident of Kansas since July 1, 1881,
and is now living at Topeka, was one of three children of Levi and Margaret (White) Cook, and was
born at Noblesville, Hamilton County, Indiana, July

In the year 1900 he
tural districts of the state.
moved his home to Topeka, where he lived in retirement until his death.
He was born at Mount Vernon, Ohio, in 1S39. His

A

Warren is in the oil
Harvey was managing a green-

along the Mexican border.
fields of California.

fronfifty years ago he identified himself with the
tier in Phillips County and helped to develop that
wild prairie section into one of the finest agricul-

bales at
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1,

'

1859.

The family of which Mr. Cook is a member originated in Scotland, from which country the progenitors came to America in 16-10. On the journey to
this country, the father died and was buried at sea,
and the mother, with several children, established the
family in the East, from whence it scattered to
It is from the
Pennsylvania and North Carolina.
latter branch that Wylie W. Cook is descended.
His
grandfather, Isaac Cook, was born, reared and married in North Carolina, and although of good old
Quaker stock and a disbeliever in war was a member
of a patrol regiment in the American army during
the War of 1812. Jn 1826, Isaac Cook struck out for
the untamed West, his children riding in the wagon,
while he and his wife walked the entire distance to
Indiana. Long before they had reached the Western
Reserve they found the country sparsely settled, and
as they came further and further toward the setting
sun they were more and more frequenth' harassed
by Indians and endangered by wild beasts. However,
they eventually reached their new home in Henry
County, Indiana, where they built a rude log cabin
farm after years of hard
labor, and rounded out lives of usefulness which
were characterized by honest labor and helpfulness

in the wilderness, cleared a

to their neighbors that won them the respect and
esteem of their commuuitj-.
Levi Cook, father of Wylie W. Cook, was born in
1832, in Henry County, Indiana, sis years after his
Although other settlers had comparents arrival.
menced to arrive, the country was still wild and unpromising, and his boyhood was passed in helping his
father to put the land in readiness for planting.
His education was limited to attendance at the dis'

KANSAS AND KANSANS

1768

trict schools, the primitive ones of his day, but in
after years he became a man of broad general inI'or
formation, and of prominence in his community.
a number of years he served as county commissioner
assessor
by popular vote of tlio people, was county
for a long period, and also acted as justice of the
was at IS'oblcsville,
peace for many years. His home
seat of Uamilton County, and there his
the

county
death occurred.

Mr. Cook was highly respected in
community as a nmn of sterling qualities and
and an
strength of character, a devout Christian,
active worker in the movements founded by the
bis

Methodist Church.
the
Wylie White Cook received his education in
distr'ict schools of Hamiltou County, Indiana, which
he attended for three months each winter, the greater
to
part of the remainder of the year being given
of the home
assisting his father in the cultivation
He was thus engaged until he was sixteen
farm.
ceryears of age, when he received his teacher's
which he had
tificate, and took charge of the .school
After two years spent as an
himself attended.
educator, he turned his attention to mercantile lines,
becoming a clerk in a dry goods store at Koblesville,
and whUe there was married February 19, 1879, to
Miss Mary L. Sanders, a native of Indiana. They
became the parents of five children, of wliom four
are living: Minnie, who is the wife of H. S. Holding,
of Cuba: Alberta L., of Honduras, auditor of the
United Fruit Company; Lois M., wife of F. X.
Moseley, connected witli the United Fruit Company,
at Port Antonio, Jamaica; and Edith, the wife of
George L. Maltby, of Trenton, Missouri.
In July, 1881, Mr. and Mrs. Cook moved to Kansas
and located in Labette County on a farm, where

they remained until 1884, in which year Mr. Cook
was appointed by the county commissioners to the
In the following year
office of assistant county clerk.
he was elected county clerk by vote of the people and
held that office for two years, following which he was
again nominated but met witli defeat at the hands of
the Farmers Alliance I'arty.
During this time he
was located at Oswego, and at the expiration of his
term of office he became outside representative for
the Deming Investment Company, a capacity in which
From that time forward
he acted for ,two years.
until 1895 he acted either as deputy county clerk or
deputy county treasurer, and in January of the year
mentioned was appointed by the late Hon. George E.
Cole to the post of assistant state auditor, with headquarters at Topeka. After two years in this capacity
he returned to his Labette County farm (which he
still owns), and remained there until his reappointment to the office just mentioned, January 1, 1899,

by Mr.

Cole.

He remained

in that office until 1901,

when he became interested in the purchase and sale
of bonds, and in 1902 helped to organize and was
elected treasurer of the Hanking Trust Company, of
Missouri, one of his associates being
Mr. Cook was treasurer of
this, the pioneer trust company of the state, until
1907, when he retired to become a special accountant,
being engaged in this work until he was appointed,
in 1909, to the post of chief of police of Kansas City,

Kansa.s City,

John W. Breideuthal.

Kansas, by Mayor Guyer, under whose administration
he served. Two years after retiring from that post,
he was appointed commissioner of elections for Kansas City, by Governor Stubbs, and held tliis office
until January 1, lOl.'J, when he resigned to accept the
position of assistant state treasurer under Earl Akers.
He is now state treasurer. Mr. Cook is pardonably
proud of the fact that aside from the office of county

treasurer in Labette County, his various official positions have been tendered him, and he has never on any

His
occasion with this exception sought office.
services in his various positions have .been singularly
free from criticism, even by members of opposing
parties, and his record will bear the closest inspection.

Mr. Cook is a member of tlie Blue Lodge, Chapter
and Commandery of the Masonic order; of the
Modern Woodmen of America and the Ancient Order
of United Workmen, of Oswego; of the Loyal Order
of Moose, of Topeka; and of the Improved Order
of Hed Men, of Kansas City. He has always been a

He belongs
the First Methodist Church, as does Mrs. Cook,
who takes an active and jirominent part in religious
and charitable work.

loyal adherent of republican principles.
to'

Henry Shellenbaum was one of the most prominent pioneers of Riley County. He and others of
his relationship were among the first to occupy and
<ievolop that beautiful tract of Kansas known as
the Fancy Creek Valley. His energy helped transform a portion of the virgin landscape into fertile
fields, but even more important than his material
success was the sterling character of his manhood,
and he passed on many of his virtues to his children
and other descendants who are now active in the
present generation of Kansas.
Henry Shollenbaum was born at Zurich, Canton
Winterthur, Switzerland. October 1, 1833. He came
to the United States with his parents and brothers
and sisters at the age of twenty-one. His father
died and was buried at sea. The widowed mother
and her children located at Seymour, Indiana.
In 1856 Henry Shellenbaum with two other naEdward and Solomon Secrist,
journeyed from Jackson County, Indiana to Kansas.
Kansas was a territory and a hotbed of the critical
tives of Switzerland,

troubles growing out of the free state movement.
In November of that year the trio in quest of land
joined a band of Indians on a hunting expedition
through East and Central Kansas. Their purpose
in joining the Indians was the better to explore and
Thus
discover a suitable and favorable location.
as it happened they came upon the beautiful valley
After viewing it they were not
of Fancy Creek.
long in making up their minds to establish permanent

homes.

Henry Shellenbaum acquired a homestead in the
Fancy Creek Valley. In connection with this homeThe first
stead there is an interesting story told.
white settlement had been made in Riley County in
1S53.
Arriving about three years later Henry
Shellenbaum and his companions were thus among
In the preceding year
very early pioneers.
Gardiner Randolph and his grown up family of sons,
daughters and sons-in-law had located near the
mouth of Fancy Creek and had preempted and
claimed much or nearly all of the fertile valley.
Henry Shellenbaum sought as his claim a homestead that had been entered in the name of a minor

the

Then arose one of those family
son of Randolph.
The contention
land disputes of the early days.
was carried before the land agent at Junction City.
That official proposed to settle the matter in favor
of the claimant who first succeeded in laying upon
the disputed tract a foundation for a residence.
a horse, but Shellenbaum had
depend only upon his sturdy legs. Randolph was

Young Randolph had
to

therefore the hare of the familiar fable, while Shellenbaum was the tortoise. With a fleet steed at
his command Randolph decided that he would await
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until the next nionuiig.
the forelock, set out

April 24,

1861,

Orbin Elliott Walker.

Shellenbaum, taking time

from Junction City immedirendered by the
ately after the decision had been
across
agent, and under the cover of night walked
hills and valleys, encountering numerous obstacles,
and indefatigably to his
jiut proceeding directly
destination. At daybre"ak he was on the scene, and
without pausing began the work of laying the
foundation of a log cabin.
Early the next day
young Kaudolph arrived on the scene. With much
chagrin he had to witness the excavation and the
foundation laid by his rival, and he withdrew leaving Henry Shellenbaum in possession of his original
homestead in Riley County.
With that homestead as the scene of his original
enterprise, Henry Shellenbaum lived out his long
and useful life in Fancy Creek Valley.
bj'

he married Elizabeth

Siebecker.

The Siebecker home was not far from the Shellenbaum place. Wedding journeys in that early day
of Kansas were always more or less primitive affairs.
This one was probably distinctive in the form of
vehicle if in nothing else. The carriage which the
young couple used consisted of the trunk and crotch

Some boards were nailed on the
timbers forming the crotch, while the trunk of the
tree served as the tongue, on each side of which
was a vigorous young ox. Seated on this rude fabrication the young bride rode rejoicing to her future
home, while her young husband walked alongside
and drove the oxen. Their wedding supper was also
a meal which their descendants may well remember.
It consisted of "specht," a Cxerman word then
of a fallen tree.

current in that section of Kansas and meaning sidemeat bacon. With this meat was corn bread and
coffee made of parched corn.
Henry Shellenbaum and wife became the parents
Five are still living: Anna M.,
of seven children.
Frank H. and Ida, all in the Riley community of
Riley County; Edward, editor and owner of the
Manhattan Nationalist; and Mrs. Sophia E. Vawter
of Blue Rapids, Kansas. The deceased children were
.lohn J., who died in 1885, and Mrs. Louisa C.
Mrs. Henry ShellenVawter, who died in 1908.
baum was called to her reward in 1906, and her husband passed away September 24, 1914, when almost
eighty-ono years of age.
The first home of the family was a rude hut of

unhew'n logs. This primitive cabin later gave way
to a more substantial one.
Henry Shellenbaum
combined a great deal of intelligence and thrift
with the faculty of hard labor, and it is not strange
that he prospered.
In time the family home was
built of the stone which entered into the fabric of
so many early dwellings in the Fancy Creek Valley.
There through years of hard work, in sunshine and
storm, drought and plenty, Henry Shellenbaum continued his peaceful progress and was long accounteil
one of the most substantial citizens in the northern
part of Riley County. He was equally a factor for
good citizenship and for those things that count in
the welfare and progress of a community.
One of his sons is Mr. Frank H. Shellenbaum, who
has tried to live worthily of the standards set by
his honored father, and is one of the leading farmers and stock raisers of Riley County. He was born
on the old homestead near Randolph and was reared
and educated there, being well trained for the vocation which he has followed.
Besides his interests
as a farmer and stock raiser he is president of the
Citizens State Bank of Randolph.
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A

delinite

and conspicu-

ous place should be given the name of Orrin Elliott
Walker on the list of men of Kansas who have not
alone helped their own great state to grow but who
have also been factors in the movements which
have assisted in the development of other commonwealths. Coming to Kansas in 1879 and to Topeka
in 1887, ]\Ir. Walker left the Sunflower state in 1893,
when he went to officiate in the opening of the Cherokee Strip, in Oklahoma, and in the community he
made his home until 1898, when he returned to
Topeka, where he now lives in retirement.
Mr. Walker is a native of New York, having been
born at the small town of Deposit, in Delaware
County, September 22, 1847, a son of Aaron S. and
Elizabeth (Hamblet) Walker. On the maternal side,
his great-grandfather w-as Aaron Stiles, who was a
soldier of the Continental line during the Revolutionary war, after the close of which he became a
Baptist clergyman. One of the five children of his
parents, Mr. Walker lost his mother when he was
but ten years of age, and was given only a meagre
education in the country schools. His father married again, removed in 1870 to Warren, Pennsylvania, and engaged in the business of a building
contractor, and it was at that place that Orrin E.
Walker learned the stone mason's trade, serving a
three-year apprenticeship. This vocation, however,
did not appeal to him and he accepted the position
of chief clerk in a general merchandise store at
Sheffield, Pennsylvania, where he remained three
years, then returning to his old home in the Empire
state.
He was now prepared to enter business on
his own account, and accordingly began buying and
shipping stock, gradually increasing the scope of his
operations as he added to his capital. In 1879 he
shipped to Wabaunsee County, Kansas, 300 head of
Short Horn calves, and the success of this venture
led to his coming to Kansas. In 1S87 he located at
Topeka, where' he was identified with various lines
of enterprise until 1893, the year in which the
Cherokee Strip was opened. Mr. Walker, William
P. Leach, now of Sulphur Springs, Texas, and I. V.
Ladd, who is now a resident of Detroit, Michigan,
were appointed by Secretary of the Interior Hoke
Smith, under President Grover .Cleveland, as the
board of townsite trustees, September 16, 1893, to
prove up the townsite of Newkirk, Oklahoma. No
one was to be allotted a claim if it was proved that
they had ever been on the Strip previous to the
opening. Going on to the Strip on a handcar, the
trustees passed the border line, where a great concourse of people had gathered to make the race for
lands and townsites, which eventually proved a
veritable Marathon. Mr. Walker satisfactorily and
efficiently discharged the duties of trustee for two
years and was chairman of the board. At the end of
He then took
this time the office was abolished.
up a claim of a quarter-section of land outside the
town of Newkirk, on which he -proved up, and, after
He then returned to
improving, sold in 1898.
Topeka and purchased the farm which he now owns,

Mission Township, Shawnee County, and established himself as a dairyman. He was successful in
this venture and continued to be similarly occupied
iintil 1915, w-hen he rented the farm to his manager
in

and retired from active participation in business
Mr.
His" farm is located at Gage Park.
affairs.
Walker has taken a great interest in the development of Gage Park and it was largely through him
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the auimals in the park were secured, and
the animals he himself bought.

Mr.

Walker was married January

New

19,

many

of

1873,

at

York, to Miss Loretta Whitaker. Mr.
Walker is a member of the Blue Lodge, Chapter,
Thirty-second Degree, Scottish Rite, York Kite anci
Shrine of Masonry, and he and Mrs. Walker belong
to the First Presbyterian Church, in the work of
which Mrs. Walker takes an active part, being a
member of the various organizations connected with
the church. One of Mr. Walker's greatest friends
Deposit,

was the late John Sargent, Sr., and it is his belief
that he posesses the last letter written by him before
his tragic death, which occurred at Topeka.

John Clake.

The name of John Clare

one
of the very early territorial pioneers of Kansas.
This family, of Irish origin, settled in Eastern
Kansas about the time the original Kansas-Nebraska
bill was being considered by Congress, and from
that time to the present members of the family
have shared their fortunes with the fortunes of
the Sunflower State, have been worthy members of
various communities and have done their share in
carrying forward the work of advancement and
recalls

progress.

The

late

Ireland,

in

John Clare was born
1836.

His

in

father

Queens County,

Michael

Clare

first

brought his family to America about 1840. In the
City of Boston he taught school for several years,
but then returned to the old country. In 1S.51 he
came a second time to America, and located in
Washington, D. C. In 18.54, before the first territorial government of Kansas was organized, he located in Leavenworth.
He lived there for eleven
years, and in 1865 moved to Atchison County, establishing his home on a claim seven miles south of the
Thenceforward he took a very
city of Atchison.
prominent part in the community of Mount Pleas
ant, where he organized the first pwblie school and
became its teacher. Michael Clare was born in
Ireland in ISOO and died in IS".') on the homestead
that he had improved at Mount Pleasant.
.lohn Clare was eighteen years of age when the
family came to Kansas in 18.54. Thenceforward he
was actively identified with those movements which
eventually made Kansas a free state. He and his
brother subse(|uently were employed by the govern-

ment

Topeka and bought the home at 700 Lane Street,
where she died in 1914. That home is still occupied
by their daughters.
Robert E. L.\wee.\ce was one of the pioneers and
one of the important upbuilders of the
City of
Wichita.
The land he pre-empted from the Government and used for farming and stock raising
purposes
many years is now included within the city limits,
and much of it is built over with
residences, business houses and institutions.
By strenuous effort
and much self denial in early days, he
acquired a
liberal prosperity, but
dispensed it liberally and left
his impress on much of the
city 's progress.

He was of New England birth and ancestry, and
was born at Canaan, Connecticut, December
17| 1847.
He died at Wichita January 28, 1911, after a long
and useful career. He grew up on a
farm, graduated
from a boarding school in Southwestern Massachusetts, and at the age of twenty-two, in 1869, started
for the West.
in

He

He was

raiser.

own farms

in

.Tefferson

County,

Kansas. The son Charles is a member of the Topeka
fire department, at Station No. 4.
Margaret is Mrs.
Krall of Atchison. Maud L.. Frances and Agnes still
live at home in Topeka.
The last years of his life
.lohn Clare spent in JefTcrson County.
He was
quietly pursuing his vocation as a farmer when
death came to him as the result of an accident. In
1910, following his death, Mrs. Clare moved to

possessed some of the Yankee ingenuity and

1872.

of their life on the plains.
After the war John Clare settled down to farming at Mount Pleasant in Atchison County. In 1869
he married Miss Margaret D'Arcy, a native of
County Wicklow, Ireland. She had also come to
Kansas in the very early days. To their union
were born nine children, five daughters and four
sons:
Michael, John, William, Charles. Ella. Maud
L., Jfargaret, Frances and Agnes.
Michael. John
all

Massachusetts with only $2.50

in all conditions and
among all sorts of people and
earn a respectable livelihood.
He paid his way as
far as Neponset, Illinois, by selling stencils.
During
the winter spent at Neponset he taught
school, and
saved enough of his earnings to buy a
of
horses.
pair
These horses he drove through to W'ichita and arrived
in that frontier village in
1870.
He
at
once
May,
preempted 160 acres and made' that the scene of his first
undertaking as a Kansas farmer.
That 160 acres
now surrounds the Kansas State Masonic Home, and
the home and grounds
occupy a portion of his original
quarter section. The team o'f horses he drove through
was stolen in the early fall of his arrival and in the
fall of 1870 he returned to Illinois and
taught school,
but came back to Kansas in 1871 and
began breaking
the prairie soil with a yoke of wild Texas steers.
By
hard work and good judgment and foresight he
kept
adding to his holdings until at one time he owned
nearly a section 'of laud, all of which is now included
within the city limits of Wichita. In the
early days
he was also in business as a freighter from Wichita
to Emporia, until the railroad reached Wichita in

dealer,
cattle

and William

left

commercial faculties which enabled him to
get'along

Both became wagon
master.>i, and conducted a number of government
trains between Fort Leavenworth and Fort Laramie, Wyoming. They were engaged in that liazardous occupation for four years, and their children
recall many thrilling experiences they would relate
in the freighting service.

He

money.

largely successful as a cattle breeder and
and he imported a number of Polled Angus
from Scotland, and for many years made a

His interests 'al.-;o extended
specialty of that breed.
into Oklahoma Territory, anii from 1894 for about
ten years he operated .a' farm in
where

Kay County,
he continued his operations as a cattle breeder and

In Wichita, as that city developed, he erected and
owned a number of buikiings, both for business and
residence, and for several years conducted a real
estate office. He built the main ]iart of the Masonic
Home for a residence, and later sold the property to
the Masons. He was also active in
securing the Garfield University at Wichita, and donated the land on
which its buildings stand. Garfield University is now
Friends University.
It was due to his
prominence in business affairs that
political honors came to him as a matter of course.
At one time he represented his district in the State
Legislature, and for years was a member of the
school board and also held other county and
city
offices.
He was an elder in the First Presbyterian
Church from the time it was organized until his death.

On September

2,

1873, Bobert E. Lawrence married

I
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Laura Smith of Sandisfield, Massachusetts.
Lawrence now occupies the old home at 1011 North
Topeka Street. Six children were liorii to them, and
the four now living are Charles S., Harry A., Harriet
A. and Kuth L.
Harry A. Lawrence, who for a number of years
has been a factor in the business life of Wichita and
in other parts of the Southwest, was born at Wichita
December 5, 1884. He attended the city schools and
in 1903 graduated from Lewis Acailemy of Wichita,
and in 1906 finished the course at Hanover College in
Indiana.

On

leaving college he entered the employ of DavidCase Lumber Company as auditor for their
Oklahoma business. In May, 1913, Mr. Lawrence and
his brother Charles S. bought the Orient Lumber
Company, immediately reorganizing it as the King-

son

&

Lawrence Lumber Company, which they now conduct
This
with Harry A. as secretary and treasurer.
company now has seven lumber yards in Kansas and
Oklahoma, and it is one of the leading concerns of
the kind in the two states.
Harry A. Lawrence is
also a director in the Farmers & Bankers Life Insurance Company and the Citizens Building & Loan
Association.

On December

.

married J?ertha Hartwell,
daughter of Senator James H. Stewart of Wichita.
Thev have one daughter, Margaret Aldcn, born

January

31, 1913, he

19, 1915.

George W. Southern has been a resident of Manhattan over thirty years and is one of the prominent
business men of that city. He is the type of man who
never waits for opportunity but goes out and tinds it.
Everything he has undertaken he has done well, and
therefore stands deservedly high in the esteem of his
many old-time acquaintances and friends in Eiley
County.
A native of the City of New York, where he was
born March 16, 1866, he is a son of James and Louise
(Bridger) Southern. His father was a native of
England and of English stock. His mother was born
in New York State and her mother was a Rockefeller.

Reared in New York, George W. Southern learned
the trade of carriage trimmer. He was still engaged
in that line of work when he arrived at Manliattan,
Kansas, March 28, 1885. That city has ever since been
the scene of his business and home associations. He
soon gave up his trade to engage in the oil business,
and for six years operated an oil wagon. His next
enterprise was the opening of a furniture stock, handIn 1898
ling both new and second-hand furniture.
he and D. C. Hults formed a co-partnership in the
furniture and undertaking business. Four years later,
on the death of Mr. Hults, Fred Wall bought his interest and became the partner of Mr. Southern.
This
was a mutually agreeable partnership until 1908, when
it was dissolved, Mr. Wall
taking the furniture department and Mr. Southern devoting himself thereafter
He is now one of the
exclusively to undertaking.
leading funeral directors in Kansas, and his business
has been conducted with gratifying success. He has
made it a point to secure the most modern equipment
and carries complete stock, and in addition the personal skill and care which he exercises over his business
has been perhaps the chief cause of his success. Mr.
Southern is generous almost to a fault, is kind and
courteous to everyone, and is thorough in his
profession and in all business affairs.
For eight years he served on the Kansas State
Examining Board for Undertakers, and in 1915 was
president of the Kansas State Funeral Directors'
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Association. Politically he is a democrat, and though
reared in the faith of the Episcopal Church now
attends with his wife the Christian Science denomination.
He is widely known in fraternal circles. He
is a Knight Templar Mason, a member of the
Mystic
Shrine and has attained the eighteenth degree in the
Scottish rite.
He has also had a prominent part in
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights
of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen of America and
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. Mr.
Southern took the initiative in procuring a charter
for the Elks Lodge at Manhattan and is its past
exalted ruler.

He

has been three times married. His first wife
Hope, who died leaving one daughter
Alice.
Gertrude Tennant, his second wife, died leavFor his present wife Mr.
ing a daughter Ruth.
Southern married Cora Berkey. They are the parents
of one son, Robert.

Emma

was

A

BiON M. McCORincK.
prosperous farmer and
representative citizen of Zeandale Township, Riley
County,

is

found

Bion M. McCormick, whose
is devoted to general
was born September 30, 1867, on
a son of Armstead Thompson and
in

beautiful farm of 160 acres

He
agriculture.
this farm, and is
Anna

(Allen) McCormick.
In recalling the honorable pioneers of this section
of Kansas, the name of the late Armstead Thompson McCormick comes quickly to mind. He belonged
to that band that may be called the pathfinders in
Riley County, coming to this section years before
the Civil war, accepting hardships, showing courage and resourcefulness, founding homes and
improving conditions and in passing out of life,
leaving honorable names and substantial records
of having lived.

Armstead Thompson McCormick was born near
Huntington, West Virginia, August 18, 1832. His
parents were Levi and Phcbe (Stuart) McCormick,
of Scotch-Irish lineage but natives of Virginia.
After their marriage they removed to Wayne County, in what is now West Virginia, and there they
Their family conpassed the rest of their lives.
tained eleven children, ten of whom survived to
mature years. From this family came a pioneer of
1854 to Kansas, John McCormick making a permanent settlement in Zeandale Township, Riley
County, in 1855, and in the fall of the same year
he was followed by his brother, Armstead T.
McCormick. In the spring of 1856 Armstead T.
purchased 160 acres of land in Zeandale Township
and on that land lived during the rest of his life
with the exception of three years spent as a soldier
in the Union army during the Civil war.
He
enlisted in Company K, Eleventh Kansas Infantry
and proved his valor on many a battle-field. On
returning from the cares and dangers of army life
he resumed civil duties as a farmer. He had come
to Kansas a young man seeking future independence and found it here through industry and reasonable prudence. From the raw prairie he developed
one of the best farms in the county and prospered
in every branch of agriculture.
His life was exemHe was a devoted husband and father, a
plary.
good neighbor and popular as such and a citizen
above reproach.
Although never very active in
politics, he possessed force of character and was a
strong factor in the republican party for many
years.

Armstead
27,

1865, to

T.

McCormick was married November
Allen, who was born in Colum-

Anna
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biana County, Ohio, November 11, 1842, and still
survives.
Her parents were Ben.iamin and Phebe
Allen, who came to Riley County during the period
of the Civil war. Four children were born to this
Bion M.,
marriage, two sons and two daughters:
Orlen, Phebe, now Mrs. B. V. Allison of Salina,
Kansas, and Sadie, now the wife of Frank Short of
Topeka, Kansas.
Bion M. McCormick grow to manhood on his
father 's farm and attended the nearest schools as
In addition to carrying on
opportunity oflfercd.
general farming he has done a large business in

Vnder his .iudicious
raising and dealing in cattle.
management the old homestead farm has yearly
increased in value, and all told he has ,^20 acres.
In 1S90 Mr. McCormick was married to Miss Ida
Hafer, who was born at Wheeling, West Virginia.
In 1S70 she accompanied her parents to Kansas, in
which state they passed their closing years. Hor
father, William B. Hafer, followed agricultural pur
suits.
Mr. and Mrs. McCormick have three children: Hazel, Donivan and Kenneth.
In politics
Mr. McCormick is a republican but not an office
He belongs to the Methodist Episcopal
seeker.
church, and fraternally he is identified with the
Masonic bodies

at

Manhattan, Kansas.

a

Edw.\jid Bdckman.
few years ago Edward Buckretired from his farm in Shawnee County, where
he had spent the most profitable years of his life,
and is now living retired at his home 1516 Guthrie
Street in Topeka. The Buckman family has played
a very worthy part in developing the lands of
Kansas since pioneer times, and Mr. Edward Buckman has also found opportunity at different times
to exercise his influence for good in local affairs.
He was born on a farm in Columbiana County,
Ohio, June 26, 18.53, one of the four children born
to Thomas and Susan CHowell) Buckman, both of
whom were natives of Pennsylvania. Of these four
children the two now living are Edward and his sister Mercy, Mrs. W. H. Coultis of Topeka.
In 1869 Thomas Buckman and his family and also

man

his

brother

A.

Harding Buckman brought

their

families out to Kansas, locating on ad.ioining farms
in

Shawnee County.

Thomas Buckman and family

for three years lived on seventeen acres on West
Sixth Street in Topeka, and in 1872 moved out to
the land which in the meantime he had broken up

with teams of oxen and horses, and thereafter he
gave all his time and energy to the improvement
and cultivation of this place. The life and character of the late Thomas Buckman were such that
they deserve more than passing mention in any
history of Kansas. Politically he was a whig and
afterwards an equally active republican. Back in
Ohio he held some offices in the city of Alliance, and
after coming to Shawnee County he was sent to
represent the county in the State Legislature in
1876-77, served as county commissioner during
1886-00, and always gave liberally of his time and
means for the support of enterprises that would
bring good to the community. He was a charter
member of the Orange, and was also affiliated with
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the
Masons.
Besides other )iublic service he was a
iustice of the peace a number of years.
Though
largely self-educnfed. he hail a remarkable memorj-,
and experience gave him a fund of information and
breadth of judgment, so that men naturally reposed
their trust in his word and in his judgment.
He
was reared in the Quaker or Society of Friends,

but later beoeme a Presbyterian and was a deacon
in the church in Kansas.
Thomas Buckman passed
away after a long and useful life in March, 1900.
Edward Buckman was about sixteen yeari of age
when he journeyed to Kansas with other members
of the family. He had received hLs early education
in .Alliance, Ohio, and he also attended school at
After school he took his place on his
Topeka.
father's farm, and made only one brief excursion
outside of agriculture. That was in 1882, when he
opened a grocery store on the southwest corner
With the burning
of Tenth and Topeka Avenues.
of this store in 1885, he lost his. entire investment,
and then resumed farming, where a more abundant
He took charge of the old
success awaited him.
homestead, then consisting of 240 acres, and later
added to it until he owned and managed 400 acres,
and with this as a foundation, and as a result of
hard work and intelligent management, he gained
the competency which enabled him in 1913 to retire

and move to his city home in Topeka.
Mr. Buckman is an honest, straightforward citizen, stands on his ow'n merits, and his. fellow citizens
in Shawnee County recognize that he is a man who
can be trusted. For ten years he was a member of
his local school 'board, served as township treasurer
three years, and is now treasurer of School DistrictNo. 22 at College Hill. For twenty years he has
been a member of the Ancient Order of United
Workmen, is a member of the Grange and the AntiHorse Thief Association. His wife is a member of
the Christian Science Church.
On March 20, 187S, he married Mary L. Howe of
Topeka. To their marriage were born six children,

one of whom died in childhood. The others are all
living in or around Topeka, their names being William Penn, Edward O., Ralph Addy, .Tames Vernon
and John Greenleaf.

Mrs. Henrietta FtJLroRD (WrLsoN) Kinley. In
the developing of the beautiful city of Topeka.
Kansas, many people who had been born in other
states took part and it is surprising how large a
number were natives of Illinois. As a rule they
were well educated and accustomed to the refinements of life and in their new surroundings their
One of
influence was progressive and beneficial.
these families bore the name of FiUford. a name
that became well known at Topeka and which is yet
A well
identified with the city's best interests.

known and highly esteemed member
old familv is
son')

Kinley,

of this sterling

Mrs. Henrietta Fulford (Wilresiding at Xo. 1616 Polk Street,

found

in

Topeka.
Mrs. Kinley was born in Canada and raised at
Her parents
Watscka. Ironuois County. Hlinois.
were Abel Fulford and wife, highly respected residents of Ironuois County. They were the parents
of eight children and those who reached mature
years were: Abel King. Jonathon, Elizabeth, Melissa,
Catherine and Henrietta. Abel King Fulford died
at Topeka. Kansas, at the age of sixty-seven years,
in 1913. He enjoyed a large measure of public confidence and frequently was elected to city offices
and was so highly esteemed personally that it was
At one time he
said that everyone was his friend.
More than
filled the office of street commissioner.
forty years ago he built a house at No. 420 Clay
Street and there he died. This house is the home of
his brother, .Jonathon Fulford.
Elizabeth Fulford
became the wife of .John Gregory. Melissa was
married first to .-Vustin B. Lee, who died in 1906 and
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her second marriage was to Charles Nicely, a well
known, substantial citizen of Wabaunsee County,
Kansas, for some years but now of Topeka. He is a
veteran of the Civil war. Catherine became the
wife of Henry Bernard, now a prosperous farmer
in Paulin, Kansas, and for many years an officer
of the Topeka Police Department. The parents of
the above family lived to the age of eighty-six years
and died at Topeka. They were most worthy people
and are remembered by their children with the
tenderest affection.
Henrietta Fulford attended school in Iroquois
County and remained under the paternal roof until
her marriage with Robert B. Wilson. He belonged
to a very prominent family of Champaign County,
Mr. Wilson died in 1912.
Illinois.
They had a
family of eleven children and the following survive
Charles, Ethel, Elmer R., Victor Hugo, Osborne,
Gilbert, Leonard and
Glenn, Irvin and Harvey.
Bell died in childhood. Charles Wilson is a farmer
Ethel is the wife of John B.
in North Dakota.
Wier, of Ashkum, Hlinois. Elmer is a railroad man
and lives at Rossville, Illinois. Victor Hugo is a
member of Company B, Third Regiment Illinois
National Guard and is now in camp on the Mexican
border. Osborne is a resident of Watseka, Illinois.
Irwin was graduated with the class of 1916 from the
Watseka High School and will enter the state uni:

versity at Champaign. He is a young man of great
promise. Harvey is attending the home school.
In 191,3 Mrs. Wilson was married to Evan Gale
Kinley who was born on the Isle of Man. He came
to the United States when se%-enteen years old and
has made his own way in the world. He learned the
wagon-building trade at Cleveland, Ohio, and from
In
there came to Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1876.
1885 he located at Topeka and for thirty years has
conducted a business here that he has built up honorably. In 1909 the Ford Motor Car Company made
him their district agent and, notwithstanding some
adverse conditions in the business, he has done exceedingly well. He is a man of quiet manner and
unassuming address, honorable in business and sincere in his friendly feeling for others and has a very
wide circle of business and personal well wishers.

Elmer Biedell Gift, a native Kansan, spent his
active years in educational work.
He is now city
superintendent of the public schools of Manhattan,
and has been a teacher or a student in higher educational institutions continuously for the past twenty
years.

He was born on a farm in Smith County, Kansas,
April 28, 1874, a son of John and Rachel Ann
His parents came to Kansas from
(Akers) Gift.
Iowa in 1873, settling on a farm. His father was a
native of Pennsylvania of German lineage, while his
mother was born in Ohio of Scotch and English
ancestry. Their respective parents were early settlers
in Jefferson County, Iowa, and John and Rachel
were married in that state.
The only son in a family of eight children Elmer
B. Gift spent the years of childhood and youth on a
farm.
He was educated in the rural schools, and
in 189.5 graduated from the high school of ilankato,
Kansas.
His enviable place in educational circles
and his thorough scholarship is the result of many
What he
years of alternate teaching and study.
earned in one season of teaching was extended in a
course
of study, and since leaving high
following
school he has paid his own way.
After graduating from high school in 1895 he
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spent two years in a country school. Entering the
Kansas State Normal at Emporia, he completed the
full course in science and graduated in 1900.
The
fall of that year found him as superintendent of
the city schools of Conway Springs.
In 1902 he
completed the teachers course at Emporia, and for
four years was a teacher at Valley Falls, Kansas.
In the autumn of 1905 Mr. Gift entered the University of Kansas as a student, and in the following
year was made instructor in the department of eduIn 1907 he graduated A. B. and in 1908
cation.
received the degree Master of Arts from the Uni'

versity.

Mr. Gift spent five years as superintendent of the
schools of Alma, and then for one year was
Normal Training High School inspector under the
city

From
superintendent of public instruction.
superintendency of the schools of Hiawatha,
where he remained two years, he was called to his
present post as superintendent of the Manhattan
schools in the fall of 1915.
Besides the work in
the various educational institutions already referred
to, Mr. Gift has taken post-graduate work in the
University of Chicago, and has also benefited by
He spent several months
experience as a traveler.
abroad in the British Isles and in Continental Europe.
He is a member of the Kansas State Teachers Association, of the National Educational Association and
the Kansas Schoolmasters Club. Many of his friends
know him as a writer, and he has contributed articles
both on educational and other subjects to magazines
and the current press.
He is a Knight Templar
Mason and an active worker in the Methodist EpiscoIn 1908 Mr. Gift married Miss Mary
pal Church.
A. Wentworth. She was born in Kansas, a graduate
of Lindsborg College, and has also taught school.
They are the parents of two sons, Wentworth and
Edgar.
state

the

John Charles Frey is a dairy farmer in Riley
County. He is making a success of that business
because he knows how, not only from experience
but by close study, and he also brings to his work
the indispensable faculty of industry and constant
supervision of every detail.
He might well be called the architect of his own
The second oldest of a family of twelve
destiny.
children, and his parents being people of moderate
circumstances, he felt the urge of responsibility
when only a boy and did almost a man's part in
the fields when other children of his age were attending school.
Consequently he had limited advantages in the matter of books and schooling.
These early years of toil and industry were in
Kansas, to which state he was brought when eight
years of age. He was born at Tippecanoe in Miami
County, Ohio, April 3, 1870, a son of Michael and
Zena (Hauserbrook) Frey. He is of that substantial German stock that in this country and everywhere has sho\vn its capabilities for the hardest
problems of life. His parents were both natives
of Germany and after their marriage in Ohio lived
on a farm for some years and in 1S78 came out to
Kansas. Their first destination was Junction City,
and not long afterward they located on a small farm
in Geary County. Four years later they removed to
Riley County, settling on a farm in Ogden Township,
which was their home until 1894. In that year
they returned to Junction City, where the father
died in 1904 at the age of fifty-six and where the
widowed mother still resides.
Of the twelve children five died

in early child-
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others, all living, are as follows:

C; William

John

Junction City; Michael, postmaster at Junction City; Mrs. Licia Ocrhardt, of
Idaho; Mrs. Margaret Grant, of Texas; Hannah,
Mrs. Hoyt, of Junction City; and Henry, who also
The father of these chiMren was a
lives in Idaho.
butcher in Germany, but after coming to Kansas
indulged in that vocation only to the extent of
performing some work for his neighbors. He reared
his family on a farm, was a man of excellent character, and was the owner of 240 acres in his home
farm.
Having spent most of his early life in Riley
County, John C. Frey remained in Ogden Township,
and employed all his time and energies in farming,
stock raising and feeding up to 1911. In that year
he came to Manhattan Township, and has since conducted a modern, sanitary and profitable dairy farm.
In politics he is a stanch republican.
During
his residence in Ogden Township he served as a
member of the township board and on the death
of the county commissioner from his district he
was appointed to fill out the unexpired term. He is
a member of the Baptist Church, of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and of several beneficiary
J.,

of

orders.

In 1892 Mr. Frey married Eliza Brewer, daughter
Her
Ernestine (Green) Brewer.
father, a native of Ohio, was one of the honored
pioneers of Riley County, and after coming to
Kansas enlisted for service in Company A of the
Ninth Kansas Cavalry. Mr. and Mrs. Frey are
Jesse J., a graduate
the parents of six children:
of the Kansas State Agricultural College; Bertha,
Minnie, John, Lester and Wayne.
of Jesse J. and

receiving his education in the public schools, and
While
later attending the high school at Tojieka.
at Salina he learned the milling business, and on
returning to Topeka in October, 1911, became identiOn July
fied with the Shawnee Mills, as manager.
12, 191t>, he accepted the position of manager of
at Arkansas
City. Kansas, one of tlK> largest milling plants of
the state. Fred E. Goodrich married Miss Josephine

The Arkansas City Milling Company,

Van Amburgh.
Albert D. B.\uer. One of the veterans of the printing trade and an old time publisher in Kansas,
Albert I). Bauer acquired his first experience in
"the art preservative of all arts" in a Topeka print
That was nearly forty years ago, and for
shop.
the past twenty-three years he has lived continuously in Topeka.

Mr. Bauer was born in the historic old seat of the
in the Middle West, Nauvoo, Hancock
County. Illinois. March 6, 1863. His grandfather
John Bauer Sr. was born in Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, coming to America in 1S20 and locating as a
He was a vinepioneer in Stark County, Ohio.
yardist there and engaged extensively in the wine
making business. In 1S40 he moved with his family
to Xauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois, from which
locality the Mormons had been only a short time
Before leaving the old country John
departed.
Bauer Sr. married Miss Eber, a native of Hesse
Darmstadt. To them were born a large family of
fifteen children, twelve of whom grew to manhood
and womanhood, and seven of them are still living
in the year 1916, thus proving the wonderful vital-

Mormons

ity of this stock.

father of Albert D., was born in
in 1S:!4. A private school gave
him a liberal education, and in early manhood he
became a traveling salesman for clothing. He followed that business in various states of the Union,
and w'as a pioneer traveling representative. His
death occurred at Butte, Montana, in 1891. In 18,57
he married Miss Prudence W. Hussnieyer of St.
Louis, Missouri. Her father was a member of the
German colony of substantial farmers near St. Louis.
John Bauer and wife had four son and two daughters: Alonzo, Frank, Albert, Edward, Anna and
Kate. Alonzo. who lives in Topeka, is a traveling
engineer for the Santa Fe Railway. Frank died at
W'ilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, in 191.5; Edward is a
farmer at Raymondsvillc, Texas; Anna married Dr.
William McVey, one of the prominent specialists in
medicine and surgery at Topeka: Kate is Mrs. J.
W. Bolt, whose husband is connected with the Burlington Railroad Company at Kansas City, Missouri.
The early life of Albert D. Bauer was spent in
his native county of Illinois, but at the age of fifteen
in 1878 he came to Kansas and soon afterwards
found employment in the printing office of the old
Kansas Farmer, whose proprietor was Ma.ior J. K.
Hodgson. There he served out his apprenticeship
and mastered all the intricacies of the printing
trade.
Practically every printer that learned his
traile thirty or forty years ago had at least a period
of .iourneyman experience.
Mr. Bauer on leaving
Topeka began traveling, following his trade at
liifterent ]ilaces, and in the course of this experience visited nearly every state in the Union.
In 1894 he returned to Topeka and bought out the
printing establishment which he has owned ever

John Bauer

B.

Goodrich.

A

of quiet effectiveness,
marked by a record of many duties well done and
many responsii)ilities faithfully fulfilled, was that
of the late C. B. Goodrich, who died in Lawrence
He was one of those
in 1910 at the age of sixty-six.
(|uiet unassuming men, rarely known to the world
in general, but worthily filling the niche in the
affairs of life allotted to them.
Of Canadian nativity, born at Sarnia, he was
brought to the Tnited States when very young
and was reared in and about Kankakee, Illinois.
The first service in his quiet routine came with
He enlisted under
the outbreak of the Civil war.
the stars and stripes as a member of the OneC.

life

Hundred and Fifty-ninth

Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
and as a private soldier did his part and share in
preserving the Union.
After his marriage to Mary F. Misner. he came
to Kansas in 1S79. and located near Valley Falls.
By good management and industry as a farmer he
accumulated a competence, and about 1S9S moved
He then
to Topeka. where he lived until 1906.
moved to Lawrence, where he spent his remaining
years with his family, honored and jespeeted for his
many sterling qualities. He never aspired to public
life, but in the round of commonplace accomnlishmont and in the faithful and intelligent iierformance of every task that was allotted to him he left
a record which may well be envied and admired by

the generations that follow him. He read extensively, was an intelligent observer, was loyal to his
principles and was especially devoted in his friendships.

Fred F. Goodrich, son of the l..te C. B. Goodrich
Falls, Kansas, in ISSl, and

was born near Valley
spent

the

first

seventeen years of his

life

there.

.Ir.,

Stark County, Ohio,

since,

ilany periodicals ami pamphlets have been

published in his sho]i and

in

the course of

many

,
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also been
years a number of country weeklies have
Mr. Bauer has
"printed there. For twenty-two years
has a thorpublished a Kansas medical journal. He
oughly equipped otiice for all kinds of commercial
that he
printing, and his success is due to the fact
has served his patrons adequately.
Mr. Bauer is affiliated with a number of fraternal
orders, including the Knights and Ladies of Security, the Wooilmen of the World, the Sons and
Daughters of Justice and the Fraternal Aid.

F. Sarver. It was due to his personal popularity
his high business standing that I. F. Sarver was
It was
elected sheriff of Sedgwick County in 1914.
I.

and

first and only ollice for which he was ever a
candidate, and he was elected by a large majority by
his wide circle of friends in both parties, and reelected in 1916 by a large majority.
Sheriff Sarver is almost a native son of Kansas,
having been brought to the state when two years of
age, and is thoroughly typical of the splendid spirit
He was born in Champaign
of this commonwealth.
County, Ohio,' January 24, 1869. In 1871 his parents

the

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel C. Sarver came to Kansas and
located near Topeka in Shawnee County. His father
is now a. resident of Topeka and still owns a section
of rich farming land in Shawnee County, besides some
valuable business and residence properties in Topeka.
Besides an education in the common schools, I. F.
Sarver spent two years in Washburn College at
Topeka. He grew up on a farm and while he has a
host of loyal friends he has always been strong,
vigorous and self reliant in carving out his own
destiny. In 1898 he came to Wichita, and for .several

was associated with his father-in-law in the
As Wichita is one of the chief
hotel business there.
livestock centers in Kansas, he took up the livestock
commission business there, and gave his efforts successfully to that work for six years. During 1911-12
Mr. Sarver was captain of police in Wichita, and it
was his creditable record in that office which undoubtedly contributed to the substantial majority
years

which was paid him when he became a candidate for
sheriff.

Mr. Sarver is a republican, is a member of Queen
City Lodge No. 296, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and of Wichita Encampment No. 29, for the
past seven years has been president of the Sons and
Daughters of Justice and is a member of the Sons of
Veterans.
On January 2, 1898, he married Miss Mary R.
Guyer of Wichita. They have one child, Josephine
Mr. and Mrs. Sarver are
Bell, born October 3, igCi.
active members of the Wichita Presbyterian Church.

Johnson

Williams

the pioneer of the
settlement in what
is now Riley County.
Besides reclaiming a portion of
the land from the wilderness he did other effective
work in making Kansas a free state, and afterwards
fought for the perpetuation of the Union in the
Civil war.
Some years ago he retired from active
responsibilities, and now resides in comfort at his
home at 1203 Colorado Street in Manhattan.
S.

pioneers. Wlien he arrived he

He was born

is

made

in Henry County, Kentucky, October
1834, and is now at his eighty-third birthday.
His parents were Hanson N. and Ann L. (Bell)
Williams, both natives of Henry County, Kentucky.
The Williams family is of Welsh origin, and first
settled in Virginia, though what part of the state
John Wilthey occupied is not now ascertainable.
liams, the grandfather, came across the mountains
25,
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Kentucky accompanied by his brother Hanson.
They were pioneers of the Blue Grass State, John
locating in Henry County and his brother at Lexinginto

ton.

When Johnson

S.

Williams was

still

a boy his

parents removed to the neighborhood of Covington,
Kentucky, where his father engaged in raising truck
and small fruits for the Cincinnati market, across the
Ohio River. His father was very successful in that
line of business, though he rented land instead of
owing it. At one time he kept from forty to fifty
men employed on his truck garden and in his fruit
orchard. It was on that farm that Johnson S. Williams spent his early years. He attended the public
schools in the winters, but the rest of the year was
spent helping his father and for several years before
reaching his majority he was his father 's overseer.
It was his early ambition to acquire land for himself and make a home in the West.
Led by that
desire he came west to Kansas about the time great
numbers of people from states both north and south
were directing their course into this section of the

West for the purpose of solving the problem whether
Kansas should be a free or slave state. It was in
the second wek of March, 18.55, that Mr. Williams
and others landed in what is now Ashland Township
of Riley County. There he drove stakes to a quarter
section of land, but subsequently relinquished his
right to a land company which proposed to lay out and
When this comdevelop the Townsite of Ashland.
pany failed the land passed to individual ownership,

and subsequently Mr. Williams acquired it by purchase.
Thus his homestead has considerable historic
interest in that section of Riley County.
Mr. W^illianis lived on his farm of 200 acres many years, still
owns it, and it represents a large share of his Kansas
experience.
In October, 1907, at the age of seventy-five Mr.
Williams retired from active farming, and since then
has had his home in the City of Manhattan. After
getting established in Kansas he wrote a glowing
letter of description to his father, and the latter was
induced to come also to the new country and arrived
with his family in November, 1855.
The parents
located in Ashland Township, and spent the rest of
their days there, being laid to rest iu the Ashland
cemetery.
They were the parents of the following
children
Elizabeth, now deceased Johnson S. ; William II.; John W.; Phili|) M. and Thomas E. All
these children were born in Kentucky and four of the
sons offered themselves as soldiers in the war for the
preservation of the Union.
In 1862 Johnson S. Williams enlisted in Company
of tlie Ninth Kansas Cavalry, and with that gallant
organization he served thirty-five months. The record
of his brothers as soldiers is as follows: William H.
was in Company G of the Eighth Illinois Infantry;
John W. was in Company L of the Eleventh Kansas
of the Third
Cavalry; and Philip M. iu Company
:

;

A

D

Colorado Cavalry-.
For fifty-six years Mr. and Mrs. Johnson S. Williams have traveled life 's highway together.
They
were married on December 9, 1869. Mrs. Williams,
whose maiden name was Ruth J. White, was born iu
McKean County, Pennsylvania, November 29, 1840,
a daughter of Dyer ami Cynthia M. (Hoag) White.

The parents, natives of New York State, arrived iu
Kansas in 1860, first settling in Miami County and
afterwards moving to Riley County whore they died.
To the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Williams were born
six children

Kansas

:

City,

Ernest D., now a successful physician in
Kansas; Edith M., deceased; Emmett
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A., a farmer of Hilcy County; Walter F., a ranchman
of Colorado; Charles C, a twin brother of Walter,
also a Riley County farmer; and Catherine L., the
wife of John Graham, a farmer in Kiley County.
The patriotism whieh made Mr. Williams a good
soldier in the trying days of the '60s has characterized
his entire life in the community of Riley County.
He is an active memher of the Riley County Historical
Society, is a repuMioan. having a(loptcd those jirinciplcs about the time the party was organized, but has
frequently cast his independent vote according to the
AVhile he is a member of
dictates of his judgment.
the Christian Church Mrs. Williams belong to the
Baptist denomination.

David L. St.\go. There are many fine farms and
prosperous farmers in Hiley County and quite a
number of them may be found in Ogdcn Township.
One of these is David L. Stagg, who was born in
Russell County, Kansas, April 17, 1880, but has spent
almost all his life in Riley County. His parents
were .lames and Anna E. (Haynes) Stagg.
James Stagg was born in New Jersey, June 25,
1S41, and died in Riley County, Kansas, October 8,
In Illinois he was married to Anna E.
1910.
Haynes, who was born in Ohio, September 2.3, 1843,
and died in Riley County, September 7, 1905. Four
children were born to them in Hlinois namely:
In 1877
Harry K., May, Grace and Josephine.
James Stagg removed with his family from HIinois
to Kansas and settled in Russell County and they resided there until 1882 removing then to Riley County.
In 1887 Mr. Stagg located on a farm in Eureka
Valley, at the foot of what is now knowTi as Stagg
Hill, and continued there until within a short time
before his death which occurred at Manhattan,
where he had established his residence, retiring from
a long and active career as a farmer. To his first
marriage two children were born after coming to
Kansas, David L. and Edith H. His second marriage took place in 1908 to Alice Bergstresser, who
survives him.
David L. Stagg was only two years old when his
parents came to Riley County and thus almost his
entire life has been concerned with the interests
and affairs of this section. He attended the public
schools and under his father was well trained in
He has devoted himself to
agricultural pursuits.
farming and stockraising and has met with very
satisfactory returns.

Mr. Stagg was married March 16, 1910, to Miss
Phebe Myers, who is a daughter of .Toseph Myers,
a prominent citizen of Riley County. They have one
Jlr. Stagg supports the candison, .Toseph Frank.
dates of the republican party but is no seeker for
He takes a commendable interest in all that concerns his state and
county, and agricultural progress interests him
greatly, as he is wide awake and progressive in

political honors for himself.

this line.

Robert D. Bi.aine, who has had his home in Topeka
number of years and also maintains a business

for a

has been one of the builders of Kansas,
the development of the state being
particularly reflected in the magnificent prosperity
which during the past quarter of a century has come
to the southwestern corner of Kansas. Pratt County
in the_ Arkansas Valley will always have particular
reason to remember Mr. Blaine's early activities and
infliience he directed to the proper development of
the resources of that section. For what he has done
office there,
his part in

and for what he has caused others to do Robert D.
Blaine must be accounted one of the foremost men
of the Sunllower State.
He was boru in Belief ontaine, Logan County, Ohio,
a son of William and Agnes (Wallace) Blaine, both
natives of Scotland. His father was boru in Kirkcudbrichtshire and his wife in the city of Dumfries,
both coming when quite voung to Logan Countv,
Ohio.
Doubtless it was the inheritance of the Scotch
diaractcristics of patience, determination and energy
that liave taken Robert D. Blaine with success
through all the variations of his experience. He
grew up on his father's farm in Logan County,
ac(iuiring a common school education, and later took
some special courses to better <iualify him for com-

mercial affairs.
.\t the age of twenty, accepting Horace Greeley's
advice, he followed the western trail by railway
and stage as far as Pawnee City, Nebraska. There
he was employed as foreman on an extensive stock
This experience gave him the capital which
rancli.
in 1SS2 enabled him to start out independently. That
year he made his first purchase of land in Kansas,
in Nemaha County, and from its subsequent rise in
value it proved a profitable investment.
The first tide of immigration into Southwestern
Kansas began to flow about the year 1885. Mr.
Blaine did not allow this movement to escape his
notice. His attention was attracted to Pratt County,
which thougli without railroads, had a vast tract of
rich agricultural land.
Kingman was then the terminus of the railroad, and it was forty miles to Pratt
Pratt
up the beautiful valley of the Ninnescah.
had few houses and there were no improvements in
the entire county beyond a sod house here and
The manner of transportation was the
there.
mountain stage coach operated by the late Colonel or
Cannon Ball Green.
Arriving by this old time vehicle, Robert D.
Blaine spent a few days looking about the new
\ illage,
and then buying a claybank pony, saddle
and bridle, he started out for the purpose of investigating conditions with a view to establishing an
The months
agricultural and machinery business.
of fall and winter were given over to a personal
observation of the entire country within a radius
He then came to the conclusion
of sixty miles.
that it would be a very oprortune time and place
to engage in the business of furnishing machinery
to the settlers of that district.
In the spring of TnS6, associating with him his
brother the late D. W. Blaine, he established wareliouse and yards covering almost a block in the
Citv of Pratt, and had transported by wagon overa distance of forty miles twenty-six carloads of
machinery. The quantity of machinery brought in
is in itself the best evidence not only of his courage and resolution, but also of his foresieht and good
iudgment based upon the extensive observations he

How

well justified he was in this investthe fact that the entire lot of
The firm of
sold the first season.
Blaine Brothers soon established branch stores at
different points in the surrounding territory, and the
operations of the firm soon placed them among the
foremost merchants of Southwestern Kansas.
They oi>erated not only as dealers in machinery but
also invested much of their surplus capital in nearby
land. Land at that time was considered rather high
in price from .$1.25 to $10 per acre, but the same
iiad

made.

ment is found
machinery was

in
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now commands $40 to $75 per acre. Those familwith the history of Western Kansas during the

land
iar

past thirty years are
ten years" from the
business was one of
numerous failures in

well

aware that the period of

time Blaine Brothers entered
great uncertainty in crops, of

individual cases, and of general financial depression all over the United States.
If there were any solid financial rock in that district
of Kansas in those years it was the firm of Blaine
Brothers. They took their full share of responsibil-

connection with bad crop years,
but they stood with their farmers and neighbors
through every vicissitude. On two or three occasions
they furnished seed to the farmers who had no
money with which to buy. In 1889 they distributed
a carload of corn for seed to the farmers, and in
1890 brought in suflRcient seed wheat to plant
Some good crops followed,
about 4,000 acres.
and the farmers who had received assistance, with
few exceptions, paid the cost prices of the seed.
It should not be forgotten that the Chicago, Rock
Island & Pacific Railway, through the instrumentality of its able adviser Mr. M. A. Low of Topeka, was
equally generous in upholding the hands of the
farmers in these hard tiiues, and also contributed
liberally of seed and in other ways to the deserving
settlers.
Again and again Blaine Brothers had to
extend the time of payment on their notes, and were
always ready to assist the settlers beset by circumstances and the misfortunes which were not of their
ity

and hardship

in

creation.

While the land was very rich, the chief problems
with which the early settlers in Pratt County had
to contend with was the lack of rain fall and after
several years had been spent more or less unprofitably in endeavoring to make tlie soil produce according to the standard methods long prevailing in the
eastern and better watered territories, the people
gradually began adapting their methods to soil and
A careful study was made of the soil,
climate.
tests being carried out in different sections, and
it was soon learned by experience and observation
that the general character of the soil was an intermixture of sandy loam and gypsum. It is well known
that gypsum is a natural fertilizer. In later years
improved machinery, including tractors and gang
plows, have cultivated this soil with great profit,
and there has apparently been no depreciation after
twenty years of constant croppings in the fertility
and productiveness of the land. One fact that was
proved during the drought period from 1892 to Ifi^G
was that ordinary clover and timothy could not be
depended upon in that locality. Then alfalfa was
introduced, and for a number of years Pratt County
and that vicinity has been contributing a large share
of the Kansas alfalfa crop. Other experiments were
carried on for the purpose of discovering some
nature of plant which would furnish roughness for
the cattle and other livestock. Out of these experiments was introduced kaffir corn, and this led to the
trial of other crops of Asiatic origin.
Since then
kaffir corn has been regularly grown on nearly every

farm in Southwestern Kansas.
Mention should also be made in this connection
of the various methods of utilizing the grain or seed
of the kaffir corn. As Pratt County was one of the
chief centers of origin for the kaffir corn crop of
Kansas, and as Mr. Blaine himself had a considerable share in introducing this crop, it will not be out
of place to notice some things that are perhaps not
familiar to the people of the state at large. The
grain of the kaffir is now widelv used for feeding
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livestock, but a number of years ago experiments
were made for the purpose of testing its qualities
as a bread stuff. Several grist mills were adjusted
to the experiment, one of these being located on
the banks of Elm Creek in Barber County, Kansas.
This mill was operated by an aged Frenchman named
Koffman. Samples of his flour were sent East and
exhibited in public places. The flour was used in
various forms and experts gave their testimony

that the batter-cakes made from it were equal if
not superior to those made of Ohio and Pennsylvania

buckwheat flour.
It was thirty ^-ears ago when Mr. Blaine identified
himself with Southwestern Kansas, and many other
Pratt
developments since then might be noted.
County is now one of the greatest wheat producing
counties in the state. The City of Pratt, the county
seat, has a population of 4,.500 people and some of the
finest homes in Western Kansas. The city has a fine

sewer and water system, owns its own electric light
plant with which it furnishes power to the ordinary
industries and lighting to the homes of the city.
There are three railway lines in the county seat
and five through the county. Some of the best
natural roads in Kansas are to be found in Pratt
County. In road building an excellent use has been
discovered for the gypsum deposit. When used in
its pure natural state for surface dressing it becomes
very hard on exposure to the weather, and the material is constantly growing in favor among the
roadmakers of that county.
Other wonderful discoveries have from 'time to
time been made in the Arkansas Valley. At a depth
of about 2,000 feet below the surface is a vast
sea of salt.
Above that a great strata of gravel
and sand, and at a depth of from 40 to 125 feet is a
lake of soft water which has been calculated as
flowing to the southeast at a rate of about two miles
an hour. This volume of water is so far above the
salt that is not impregnated and is therefore a great
source of water supply. Anyone who has lived in
Southwest Kansas knows that a well sunk to this

subterranean stream gives not only water in abundance but water of most excellent quality. Throughout Pratt County are now seen on every hand fine
modern houses and barns, and some of the largest
ranches have private elevators with a capacity of

from 5,000

to 20,000 bushels, built for the express
purpose of handling the crops of that individual
farm. The county is also dotted with silos and herds
of fine dairy cattle.
It is only natural that Mr. Blaine should regard
with special gratification these various improvements that have taken place since he moved out to
Pratt County thirty years ago.
Incidentally it
should be stated that what is true of Pratt County
is true in similar degree of other sections of Central
and Western Kansas.
Mr. Blaine was very active in making Pratt

County a good place to live. He was elected and
served on the city council, and took an active part
in ridding that town of objectionable characters,
who in the early days flourished in Southwestern
Kansas. Such characters, including bootleggers and
gamblers, soon found that they were not welcome,
and the town was soon cleared of its joints. About
twenty years ago the

first

campaign was undertaken

It
for the building of sidewalks.
that no city of its size in Western
or better first class cement walks.

is

now

believed

Kansas has more
Mr. Blaine was
with his time and

a diligent worker and liberal
in securing the location of the division point

money

KANSAS AND KAXSANS

1778

Rock Island Railway System at Pratt. Night
and day with others he worked in order to secure
the bonds for that purpose, and these bomls have
proved a splendid investment for the entire community. The relationship between Pratt and the
railway have always been niutnnlly agreeable and
profitable, and it is a case where advantage to one
side has proved equally an advantage to the other.
Pratt is now one of the important freight and passenger stations on the Rock Island El Paso line.
Naturally Mr. Blaine was led into politics in Pratt
For several years early in the present
County.

In municipal politics he has worked for
the city.
the purjiose of getting good men elected to office.
Mr. Blaine has also been a liberal contributor to
colleges and schools and every movement that affects
the vital life and welfare of his home city or state.
Several occasions at his own expense he has published important bulletins of information concerning

of the

Kansas, Topeka and Shawnee County.
For twenty-five years Mr. Blaine

has been a
a past master of
his lodge and is affiliated with the Scottish Rite
Consistory No. 1 of Topek.a, and takes an active jiart
in its reunion.
He attends the Presbyterian Church
and is a member of the Brotherhood Bible Club of
the Sunday School.

member

century he served as republican central committee-

man. Prior to that time Pratt County had not fared
very well in the legislature in the matter of patronA fusion representative had been sent from
age.
the county for several years, and this representative
gave more attention to national affairs than to home
It was therefore decided to send a level
talent.
headed quiet sensible man who would see that the
county was properly represented and given its aiiproDr. R. C.
share of legislative attention.
Hutchinson, who then resided at Coats, but is now
connected with the Kansas Dental College at Kansas
City, Missouri, was nominated and elected representative of Pratt County. He was familiar with the
network of fresh water streams and lakes which
in

Pratt County.

actively in the recreations and sports of the younger generation. In the summer season it is not uncommon to find him with his son Robert, twelve years
of age, and several of the latter 's young companions,

That

suggested a splendid place for a fish hatcliery. A
was introduced in the Legislature, and after a
great deal of mirth on the part of others who did
not know' the conditions, it was passed with a small
This was the beginning of one of
appropriation.
the largest fish hatcheries in the world. The Ninnescah has never been found wanting. When other
streams in Kansas w'ere dry the Ninnescah had a
great volume of water between its banks, and more
than sufficient to maintain the fish hatchery pond.
The hatchery has always been considered one of
the leading institutions of Pratt County. Mr. Blaine
was an active supporter of Doctor ITutchins in this
project, and he lent his active support to the doctor
in his candidacy for a second term.
For himself Mr. Blaine has always been too busy
to accept the numerous honors of politics and public
affairs which have been offered him and has been
content to see that such honors were well bestowed
upon others. After nearly twenty years of active
connection with Pratt Air. Blaine determined to
make his home in the capital city of Kansas. However, he thought too much of his Pratt County holdings and his old friends there to sell out all his
His home on Ninnescah Street, which he
interests.
occupied for many years and which was one of the
fine places of its kind, still remains in his ownerOn coming to Topeka Mr. Blaine bought a
ship.
fine building site at 112.5 Taylor Street, and erected
there the modern home in which he and his family
reside.
He has also made investments in local real
bill

estate,

The

and owns a number of properties outright.
secret of his success is doubtless his ever close

with the farming element, and the
which he cooperated with the farming
settlers around Pratt has been duplicated many times
in later years.
He has given financial aid to farmers
and has assisted many persons around Topeka to
engage in the dairy business. His public spirit is
above question. He has been an active member of
the Commercial Club since coming to Topeka. for
almost ten years served as chairman of its immigration committee, and through that committee has
exercised an important influence on the welfare of
relationship

manner

in

is

He has an interesting family, consisting of his
wife Mrs. Lela L. Blaine, his son William J., who
is associated with Frank B. Brown in the
publication
of the Kansas Trade Unionist, and Robert A. Jr.,
who is now attending the Polk School. Though fiftyseven years of age Mr. Blaine shows no weight of
years, spends practically every working day in his
office, and has that spirit which enables a man to
grow old gracefully and with little evidence of the
passing years. He owns a motor car and another
means of keeping himself young is to participate

priate

formed the Ninnescah River

of the Masonic Order,

in Gage "s Park.
An annual vacation has
also been one of his rules, and a great lover of travel,
he has visited almost all the important points in
the United States.
Topeka is now considered his
permanent home, and there is no more loyal citizen
of the capital or of the state than Robert D. Blaine.

swimming

•

A. J. WniTMOBE is an old timer in Kansas, having
been identified with this state most of the time since
1885. He has been well known both in business and
in public affairs, and for a number of years has lived
in Topeka.
He was born in Lake County, Illinois, in 1859.
His father William D. Whitmore was born in Seneca
County. Ohio, in 1836, a son of James Whitmore,
who was born in Lockport, New York, in 1794.
.Tames Whitmore was an early settler in Ohio, and in
1837 took his family to Illinois and secured a
homestead in the extreme northeastern part of the
He died on his old
state, not far from Chicago.
homestead in 1877 at the advanced age of eightythree.
.Tames Whitmore married JIartha McNitt.
They became the parents of four sons and one daugh
ter.
William D. Whitmore at the age of twenty
one married Ann C. Bangs of Lake County, Illinois,
a daughter of Herman Bangs.
She was a lineal
descendant from Edward Bangs who came to Plym
outh, Massachusetts, in 1623. A son of Edward was
Arthur, who in turn became the father of James,
and the latter the father of Herman Bangs, thi>
father of Mrs. William D. Whitmore. William D.
Whitmore joined the Union army very early in the
Civil war. He enlisted in Company B of the Ninety
sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry under Col. Thomas
E. Champion. His regiment was attached to General
His regiment was also
Grainger's Reserve Corps.
in active service with General Thomas and at the
Battle of Kenesaw Mountain near Atlanta, Georgia,
on June 20, 1864. William D. Whitmore was killed,
and his body now rests in the National Cemetery at
Marietta, Georgia. On leaving home he left behind
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five
wife anil small sou, who was then about
vcars of age.
„
-vr
Jlr.
This son is Mr. A. J. Whitmore of Topeka.
of his lite
Wliitniore siient the first thirteen years
went to Cedar
in Lake County. Illinois, and then
in 1S79 he went to
Eapids, Iowa. "From that city
and after
Chatsworth, Illinois, became a druggist,
and from there
five years returned to Cedar Rapids
went to Nebraska. He was first located at Wymore
and later was in the lumber business at Odell.
In August, 1SS5, Mr. Whitmore removed to Kansas,
he continued the lumber
locating^it Hanover, where
In 1894, while still in business, he was
business.
and
elected register of deeds of Washington County,
for four
filled that office with great credit to himself
office he again took up the
years. On leaving the
lumber business, but in 1899 removed to Topeka,
where he was appointed chief clerk to the secretary
four
of state, George A. Clark. He filled that office
and a half years during the administrations of
When Mr.
George A. Clark and J. R. Burrows.
Clark became state printer Mr. Whitmore filled the

his

rr,

office of assistant state

i

printer for two years.

With the exception of two years spent in
rado Mr. Whitmore has lived in Topeka since

Colo-

1899,

and for several vcars has been a traveling salesman.
In 1899 he married Elnora F. L. Gilson of Blue
are very well
Rapids, Kansas. The Gilson family

Mrs. Whitmore
in that section of the state.
a graduate of the medical department of the
Northwestern University of Chicago and was in general practice five years after her graduation, but
has since given up" the practice with the exception
that for a number of years she has held the very
in the Order
important office of supreme physician
of the Roval Neighbors of America. This organization has more than 37.5,000 members and is still rapMr. and Mrs. Whitmore for the past
idly growing.
in a very attractive home
eight years have resided
Mr. Whitmore is a
at 835 Lane Street in Topeka.
member of the Masonic order, being both a York and
Scottish Rite Mason, also a Knight Templar and
Shriner, and is a past master of Blue Star Lodge,
No. 69. He is also a member of the Modern Woodmen and the Ancient Order United Workmen and of
the United Commercial Travelers. Mrs. Whitmore is
a member of the Congregational Church.

known
is

Dawson W. Coolet

is

president

of the

Oxford

Sumner County. His home has been
Kansas for upwards of half a century, and while

Bank

in

in
his

have been chiefly employed in the banking
business, he has also identified himself with various
other enterprises for the good and upbuildiug of
this state.

years

Mr. Cooley is one of the surviving veterans of the
He served
great Union army during the Civil war.
during the first two years of that struggle in one of
the noted regiments of New York State. His enlistment was in Company C of the Ninth New York
Volunteer Infantry, known as the Hawkins Zouaves.
It was a two-year regiment, and its arduous service
was indicated by mention of the more prominent
battles in which it was engaged, as follows: Big
Bethel, Virginia, the capture of Hatteras on Roanoke
Island, Elizabeth City, Newbern, Camden, South
Mountain, Autietam, Fredericksburg and Suffolk.
Mr. Cooley was with his regiment in all these movements and campaigns, and at the expiration of his
enlistment returned home and for a short time was
in the employ of the Erie Railway Company. He then
went to Nashville, Tennessee, and was in the military

railroad service of the Federal
close of the war.
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Government

until the

a farm near Attica in Wyoming
York, August 11, 18:j9, being the oldest
of the five children of John B. WeUha A. (WinHis parents were also natives of
chester) Cooley.
New York State. His grandfather, Grove Cooley,
came from Connecticut into eastern New York and
later removed to the western part of the state, being
one of the first settlers on the Holland purchase.
Mr. Dawson W. Cooley owns the old land warrant
which was written from Amsterdam. John B. Cooley
followed farming and in later years the commission
business. From New York State he went to northern
Wisconsin, and for a time was captain of a steamboat on some of the rivers. He was a very successful
business man, and was always ready to give his time
and energies to any public good in his community.
After the war he removed to Brookfield, Missouri,
where he was a merchant, but subsequently retired
and died at Rogers, Arkansas, in 1888. His wife
survived him and died at Buffalo, New York, in
John
1905, at the home of her youngest daughter.
B. Cooley was a very active Methodist.
Up to the time he enlisted in the army Dawson
W. Cooley lived at home in New York State and
gained an education in the local schools. After the
war he engaged in business at Brookfield, Missouri.
In 1869, after the opening of the Osage Indian reserve
in Kansas, he started with Captain L. C. Myers and
a Mr. Pettijohu and traveled overland from Brookfield in covered wagons into southeastern Kansas.
They were two weeks on the road. Mr. Cooley took a
claim adjoining what is now called the City of Well-

He was born on

County,

New

The government surveyor was just engaged
ington.
at that time in laying out the chief lines marking
the county boundaries. Mr. Cooley went through aU
He and
the vicissitudes of pioneering in Kansas.
his young wife lived on a claim of 160 acres seven
years and in spite of hard times, grasshoppers and
droughts he managed to prosper. On leaving the farm
he spent three years as a traveling rejiresentative for
a Quincy shoe factory, and he then located at Oxford

Sumner County.
For more than thirty years Mr. Cooley has been
successfully engaged in banking. In 1883 he organized the Oxford Bank, was its cashier for thirteen
This is one of
years and has since been president.
the strongest banks in a town of its size in the state,
and its creditable record expresses at every point the
personality, the integrity and the thorough business
When movements have been
ability of" Mr. Cooley.
launched in Oxford and Sumner County for some
community enterprise, they have always had Mr.
Cooley 's advice and practical assistance.
He could not be called a politician in any sense

in

of the term, though he has consistently supported the
democratic party for many years. His chief service
in any office has been on the school board. For half
a century he has been identified with the Masonic
order, is a member of the Knight Templar Commandery at Wellington, served as master of his lodge
for eighteen years, and is an honorary member of
the Thirty-second degree Consistory No. 2 at Wichita.
He and his wife are also active in the Eastern Star.
In 1870 Mr. Cooley married for his first wife
Estelle Temple, who was born in New York State
and died at Oxford in 1885. In 1886 he married
Annie Milner, who came from Ohio. Mr. and Mrs.
Mrs. Cooley is connected
Cooley have no children.
with the various activities of the Methodist Church

The Sunday
is well known socially in Oxford.
School has always found her one of the leading work-

and
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Outside of his liaiik and some town property ilr.
Cooley owns 800 acres of farming land, and this is
operated by renters.
ers.

Orlkn McCormick.
and enterprising and

One of

the substantial citizens
successful farmers and stock-

raisers of Zeandale Township, Riley County, is
Orlen SfcCormick, who resides on his fine farm of
160 acres situated near the old McCormick homestead where he was born November 27, 1869. He is
the second son of Armstcad and Anna (Allen) McCormick.
In recalling the early pioneers of this section of
Kansas, the name of the late Armstead Thompson
McCormick comes quickly to mind. He belonged
to that band that may be called the pathfinders in
Riley County, coming to this section years before
the Civil war, accepting hardships, showing courage
and resourcefulness, founding homes and improving
conditions, and in passing out of life leaving
honorable names and substantial records of having
lived.

Armstead Thompson McCormick was born near
Huntington, West Virginia, August 18, 18M2. His
parents were Levi and Phebe (Stuart) McCormick,
of Scotch-Irish lineage but natives of Virginia.
After their marriage they removed to what is now
Wayne County, West Virginia, and there passed
the rest of their lives.
Their family contained
eleven children and ten of these reached mature
years. From this family came a pioneer of 1854 to
Kansas, John McCormick, who made a permanent
settlement in Zeandale Township, Riley County, in
IS.'Jo, and in the fall of the same year he was followed by his brother, Armstead T. McCormick. In
the spring of 1856 the latter purchased 160 acres of
land in Zeandale Townshiji and on that land lived
during the rest of his life, with the exception of
three years spent as a soldier in the Union army
during the Civil war. He enlisted in Company K,
Eleventh Kansas Infantry and proved his valor on
many a battlefield. On "returning from the cares
and dangers of armv life he resumed civil duties
as a farmer. He had come to Kansas a young man
of twenty-three years, in search of future inde-

pendence, and found it here through industrv and
reasonable prudence. From the raw prairie he developed one of the best farms in the county and
prospered in every branch of agriculture. His life
was exemplary. He was a devoted husband and
father, a good neighbor and popular as such, and
a citizen above reproach.
Although never very
active in politics he possessed force of character
and for many years was a strong factor in the republican party.
Armstead T. McCormick was married November
27, 1865, to Anna Allen, who was born in Columbiana County, Ohio, November 11, 1812, nnd still sur-

Her

vives.

came

to

parents,

Beniamin and Phebe Allen,

Riley County during the period of the
Civil war.
Four children were born to this marriage, two pons and two daughters, all of whom
have domestic circles and homes of their own,

worthy representatives of the old stock. They are:
Rion M. and Orlen. of Zeandale Township; Phebe,
now Mrs. R. V. Allison, of Salina, Kansas; and'
Sadie, now Mrs. Frank Short, of Topeka, Kansas.
Orlen McCormick was reared on the home farm
and attended the township schools in boyhood. Ho
was well trained in all farm industries and he has
been able to make them very profitable. His farm,
like that of his brother, is well
supplied with mod-

ern farm machinerj-, and the farm improvements are
substantial and practical.
He has altogether 320
acres.

In 1893 Orlen McCormick was married to Miss
Olive Foltz, who is a native of Kansas and a daughter of Cyrus Foltz, an early settler of Riley
County,
who is now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. McCormick
have two children, Lenore and Helen. Mr. McCormick is a Master Mason and also a member of
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. In
politics he is a republican, and he and family belong
to the Methodist Episcopal Church.
"

Hon. John Levi Hunt. It may be said that Hon.
John Levi Hunt, assistant attorney-general of Kansas, and member of the leading law firm of Wheeler,
Switzer & Hunt, is one of the fortunate men of
Topeka. He was fortunate in having a good parentage, a fair endowment of intellect and feeling, a
liberal

education, in attaching himself to one of
the learned professions, and in casting in his lot
with the people of Topeka when her enterprises were
probably at their fullest tide of development, and
under circumstances which enabled him to co-operate
in her material growth.
While he has borne a fair
share of the labors of professional and public life,
he has at the same time preserved his love of letters
and his indulgence in the amenities of a refined and
gentle life.
Mr. Hunt was born at Chicago, Illinois, February
22, 1869, one of the six children of Homer C. and
Anna (Glced) Hunt, the former a native of New
York, and the latter of England, from whence she
came to this country in 1857. A number of the
Hunts took part in the Revolutionary war, but
Homer C. Hunt was suffering from ill health at the
time of the Civil war and was thus unfit for serv-

After his marriage in New York, Homer C.
lived in Wisconsin for a few years, and then
went to Illinois, where, at Chicago, he soon became
one of the important factors in business affairs.
The time of his locating in the western metropolis
was when railroads were experiencing the period of
their greatest expansion, and with foresight and
judgment he identified himself with the firm of
Crerar, .^dams & Company, which subsequently developed into probably the largest concern in the
handling of railroad supplies in the world. In 1871
he took up his residence at Evanston, the exclusive
Chicago suburb, and there his death occurred December 29, 1910, Mrs. Hunt surviving until .Tanuary,
1913.
The house is still owned by the heirs. Mr.
Hunt was a deeply religious man, and for fifty years
prior to his death had served as an elder in the
Presbyterian Church. For fifteen vears he had shown
his friendship for the cause of education as a member of tlie Evanston Board of Education, and during that time did much to secure better schools for
his community.
He was one of the substantial men
of Chicago and held a high place in the esteem and
confidence of a wide circle of friends and business
ice.

Hunt

associates.
.Tohn Levi

Hunt attended the public schools of
Evanston, whence ho was taken as a child of two
years, ,Tnd was then sent to Northwestern University.
Before he had completed his course he went to work
for the .Tones & Laughlin Steel Company, in the
offices of which concern he worked his wav upward
from office boy to stockman, and then resigned and
reentered Northwestern University, this time as a
law student. After one year and one-half he received
liis degree of Bachelor of Laws,
graduating with the

PUBLIC LlBRAl^Y
ASTOR,

LENOX

ITILDEN FOUNDATIONS
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class of 1895, and in the same year was admitted
His first professional eonneetion was
to tlie bar.
witli the firm of Peck, Miller & Starr, probablyat

time the most prominent legal combination
John B. Miller, of
practicing at the Illinois bar.
this firm, was later one of the counsel for the Standard Oil Company, in its famous $29,000,000 litigation
Mr. Hunt remained with this firjn for
at Cliicago.
two years and secured a training that has since been
invaluable to him.
However, at that time, the
Gleeds took over the 'Frisco Line, and, needing
assistants, sent for Mr. Hunt, who is related to the
that

to Kansas, in 1897, he became
attorney to J. W. Gleed, at that time
Kansas attorney for the Kansas 'Frisco Lines, and
subsequently became associated with the law concern of Gleed, Ware & Gleed, which, in 1910, became
Mr. Hunt was a
Gleed, Hunt, Palmer & Gleed.
member of this leading firm until 1915, when he was
appointed by Hon. S. M. Brewster to the position
of attorney-general of Kansas, the first public ofAt
fice he has held and one which he still retains.
that time he formed the firm of Switzer, "Wheeler
& Hunt, with which he remains today. Mr. Hunt, as
a legist, is thoroughly grounded in elementary
knowledge, is industrious, patient in research and of
sound and stable judgment, powerful in forensic
contests, both before juries and in the more formal
argument before the court. In spite of his many
to thrust himqualifications, he has never been one
self forward for public office, being domestic in his
tastes and rather quiet and unassuming in manner.
He is a stand-pat republican in politics, is fraternand Protective
ally affiliated with the Benevolent
Order of Elks, and his religious connection is with
Mrs. Hunt belongs to
the Presbyterian Church.
the Episcopal church.
On March 22, 1906, Mr. Hunt was united in marto
riage at Hays, Kansas, at the home of the bride,
Miss Minnie Straily. One son has been born to this
union: John Homer, who is attending school.

family.
assistant

On coming
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the Dominion Senate and held many offices under
the crown, being at one time secretary of state.
Hon. David Christy came to Kansas during Governor
St. .lohn 's administration, and became well known
A man of wealth
to the public men of that day.
he invested in about 4,000 acres of land in Marion
County, and sent his tw'o sons Robert and William
Not long after making this
to manage the ranch.
investment in Kansas real estate David Christy died
suddenly at the age of seventy-five. After his death
the big Marion County ranch was sold to Lord
While his sons Robert and William were
Sculley.
in

Marion County

their sister

Jean came to

visit

them, and there she met Mr. George Bell, whom she
married in 1880.
Mr. and Mrs. Bell had born to them three children, and the family now reside at 1617 Mulvane
The children Margaret, Edna
Street in Topeka.
and Robert are all talented young people, Margaret
and Edna have taken special courses in Washburn
College and Robert, though employed in the Santa
Fe offices is also continuing his work in Washburn
College.

One of the oldest of the refining
agencies of man is architecture, the
art which constructs for beauty or utility or comV. G. Charles.

and

civilizing

his family have been
various localities in
Kar^as for thirty-five years or more. The family

George Bell and members of

prorjinently

now

identified

with

reside in Topeka.

The birthplace of George Bell was Darlington,
Yorkshire, England, where he was born in 1845. He
grew up at Darlington, and while there he lived on
an estate where Queen Victoria 's three noted grandsons came to hunt. George Bell came to know these
distinguished European characters very well. They
are now the Czar Nicholas of Russia, Emperor William of Germany and King George of England.
George Bell in 1877 came to America, was first
located at Beecher, Illinois, and in 1S80 came to
Kansas. In Leavenworth County be became a successful farmer and stock raiser and specialized in
fine livestock.

In 1880 Mr. Bell married Miss Jean M. Christy.
in the city of Brantford, OnMrs. Bell is a member of a very
tario, Canada.
Her grandfather
prominent Canadian family.
Robert Christy was a man of prominence in Canada
and died there in 1876 at the age of ninety-seven.
Her father, Hon. David Christy, was one of Canada's
distinguished statesmen. Born in the city of Edinburg, Scotland, in 1818, he had been brought to
Canada in 18,'!4 when a boy, lived in Brantford, became a school teacher at Hamilton, but afterwards
entered politics and rose rapidly in the scale of
prominence. At one time he served as speaker of

They were married

Vol.

rv— 6

Menthol.mum Building, Wichita
Ijines both.
While it has necessarily been regulated
by natural conditions and configuration of the country in which it is exercised, the development of a

modern palace, either for residence or business, step
by step from the ancestral cave or tent, is one of the
Of
great and interesting romances of civilization.
the masters of this art who have contributed much to
the past of Wichita, and who, because of their superior equipment and talents, may be counted upon to
share in the development of the future of the city,
more than passing mention is due U. G. Charles,
than ;s-hom there is to be found no more talented man
in the profession in the state.

The Mentholatum Building was the first complete
reinforced concrete building to be erected in Wichita,
and is now known as The Home of Mentholatum.
The style of architecture is the Spanish Mission style.
This building contains a steam heating plant and also
a cooling device for hot weather, the interior being
designed especially for the compounding of Menthola-
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It was
turn, and all business connected therewith.
constructed in 1908, and has stood as an excellent
monument for reinforced concrete work. It is only
one of many such structures that Mr. Charles baa

designed.
U. G. Charles was born March 10, 1865, near Salem,
the county seat of Washington County, Indiana. His
early education was secured principally in night
schools, for his boyhood and youth were largely given
over to serring a long and thorough apprenticeship
to the trades of cabinet maker and general mechanic
in two of the leading passenger coach works of the
United States. His duties included the inside finishing of passenger coaches, a work which required
workmanship of the greatest exactness and perfection.
In this line he eventually became so proficient that in
1894 he was made master mechanic for the Nortliwestern Car and Machine Works, at Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where he had full charge of the designing

department.
Mr. Charles remained with that plant for some time
and gave the utmost satisfaction, but finally resigned
Not
to become an architect with offices at Oshkosh.
long thereafter, he was tendered and accepted a
position with The Morgan Co., the second largest
manufacturers of sash, doors and blinds in the United
States, and for five years was engaged with this concern in doing special detail and art design work, in
which he gained experience that has been of the
greatest assistance to

he

left

The Morgan

in his profession.
When
a lite posiCompany, who also conducted

him
Co.

he accepted

Radford
a large jdant of -the same kind. In 1901 Mr. Charles
decided to begin independent operations, and accordingly came to Wichita, where he opened an office as
an architect. During tlie sixteen years that he has
been engaged in the practice of his profession at
Wichita, Mr. Charles has achieved a phenomenal
success, and his business now extends to practically
every stat« in the Union. In Wichita he has designed
about 100 of the beautiful residences for which the
city is noted and uj)wards of forty of the city 's business blocks.
He specializes in residences and important construction work in iron, steel and cement,
and his accomplishments also include the designing
and erection of many large school and other public
buildings.
Recognized and acknowledged as an
expert and authority in his profession, Mr. Charles
has been called frequently into court to give expert
opinions along lines of mechanical engineering and
structural work in the settlement of court matters.
His contributions to various magazines and periodicals
on technical subjects have been of the greatest value
to the profession, and for about two years he was
the publi-xher of a monthly architectural magazine at
Wichita which attracted great interest among archition with the

He is interested in several business enterprises of Wichita. Mr. Charles has identified himself with measures of great public usefulness,
having realized that public imjirovcnienfs are the
outcome of intelligent and concerted effort on the part
of progressive citizens who recognize the debt a
community owes as a whole to its people, and thus
endeavor to discharge it in a way that will benefit the
majority.
In 1890 Mr. Charles was married to Miss Rosa M.
Yazel of Wichita.
They have one son. Merlin Y.,
who is interested in his father's professional business
and his assistant in the office.
Merlin Y. Omrlcs
married Clara Alma Fay August 9, 1916. Since the
beginning of Mr. Cliarles' business in Wichita, Mrs.
Charles has been his roostant and capalde co-worker,
tects everywhere.

and the attainment of his success is to a great extent
due to her intelligent co-operation in the handling of
the office work.

Lloyd S. Fbt. When he came to the City of Manhattan in 1883, Mr. Fry engaged at once in the work
which had occupied him for a number of years in
Pennsylvania and Kansas and which brought him an
enviable place among the state's leading educators.
He was employed as a teacher in the College Hill
School, and in 1886 was elected superintendent of
schools of Manhattan, a position he held two
the city
"
His record as an educator included two years
years.
in charge of the schools of Randolph, one year at
Atwood, three years at Hays City. In all this time
he was also an important factor in school institute
work, and showed unusual ability not only as an instructor but in broadening and uplifting the general
standards of school management in his county.
When be gave up teaching in 1894. Mr. Fry went to
farming. For eighteen years he conducted a general
farm and dairy in Manhattan Township of Riley
county, and that was a business congenial as well as
from
profitable, so that in 1912 he was able to retire
his active duties as a farmer and has since lived in a
comfortable home in Manhattan.
Lloyd S. Fry was born near Millerstown in Perry
County, Pennsylvania, April 25, 1855, a son of Simon
H. and Catharine A. (Bretz) Fry. His parents were
natives of Pennsylvania and of old Colonial families.
The chief lineage of his ancestry is Netherland Dutch,
though there is an admixture of Scotch-Irish. Both
the Fry and Bretz names were represented by soldiers
in the Revolutionary war and also the War of 1812.
History mentions John Bretz as an aide-docamp to

Simon H. and Catharine A.
Fry had five children, one of whom died in infancy.
The others are: Clarence, who died in 1881 Lloyd S.
E. Bertha, the wife of A. B. Eells, their home being
now in California; and Jennie C, who married Robert
Simon
•T. Fleming and they also live in California.
Fry was also a successful teacher, having taught in
Pennsylvania for a number of years, and he also
managed a farm in that state. Ilis death occurred in
In 1884 his widow
1880, at the age of fifty-seven.
and some of her children came out to Kansas, locating
in Riley County, where she died in 1902, when nearly
General Washington.

;

;

seventy-seven years of age.
The early education of Lloyd S. Fry was acquired in
his native state. In 1882, he was graduated from one
He had
of the Pennsylvania state normal schools.
in the meantime acquired considerable experience in
teaching, and on graduating from the normal school
was granted a life license as a teacher in Pennsylvania.
He also holds a certificate in Kansas, granted him in
1884.
While a man of plain and unassuming disposition,
is, nevertheless, progressive and public spirited
to a high degree, and has allied himself with several
progressive movements in his home county and state.
For many years he was active in the Grange organization, belonged to the Kansas State Grange, and was
elected in 1912 lecturer of the Kansas State Grange

Mr. Fry

offices.
He is a republican,
but has never sought political honors, but lias held
township offices. He is a Presbyterian and a member
of the Ancient Order of United Workmen and the
Anti-Horse Thief .\ssociation.
In 1886 he married Miss Mary L. Griffing. Her
father was the distinguished Kansas Methodist missionary, Rev. James Sayre Griffing, now deceased.
Mr. and Mrs. Fry have two children. Clarence G.,

and held various other

(
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the Kansas State Agricultural
Viva M. McCollege in 1912, married a classmate,
Crav they now reside in Miami, Oklahoma, where he
is p'rincipal of the city high schools, with his wife as
Velora A., the younger
principal of a ward school.
in 1915 from the
child, graduated in domestic science
Kansas State Agricultural College and married Merrill L. Gould.
They graduated in the same class in
the college at Manhattan.
They now reside near

who graduated from
;

Jamestown
is

in

Cloud County, Kansas, where Mr. Gould

a farmer.

1783

Mrs. Kimball came to Kansas and settled on the
farm in Manhattan Township on which they have
since lived and where they had the privilege of
celebrating together their golden wedding anniversary in 1915. Unto them were born the followFred Greer Kimball, who is a resiing children:
dent of Manhattan, Kansas; Sarah Bertha, who is
the wife of Prof. Albert Dickens, of the Kansas
State Agricultural College; John Benjamin Kimball, who manages the paternal farm; and Stella
Victoria, who is the wife of W. P. Tucker of
Florida.

EiCHiVRD Henry Kimball. One of the widely known
and highly esteemed residents of Manhattan Townis Richard Henry Kimship, Riley County, Kansas,
of
ball, who has been a witness of the development
the great West and has borne his part in the work
that transformed the unbroken prairie into the
richly cultivated fields that make Manhattan Township "notable as an agricultural section. Not alone
as an early settler is Mr. Kimball worthy of consideration, important as that is in the truthful
annals of Kansas, but he is also a veteran of the
great Civil war, in which he risked life and health
for three years as a soldier in the Union army.
Richard' Henry Kimball was born at Goffstown,
New Hampshire,' May 12, 1838, and his parents were
John and Sally Collins (Putnam) Kimball. The
father was a native of New Hampshire and the
She came of Revolumother of- Massachusetts.
tionary stock, her maternal grandfather being General Collins, who signalized himself as a gallant soldier in the Revolutionary struggle, and her kindred
on the paternal side including the brave Gen.
Israel Putnam, of Revolutionary fame, whose character is well depicted by the words inscribed on
dared to
his tomb, "He dared to lead where anv
'
follow."
Richard Henry Kimball and his brothers were
reared in New Hampshire and attended the district
In the. spring of 1856, J. Augustus and
schools.
John Melville Kimball, older brothers of Richard,
ventured as far west as Kansas and located in what
is now Manhattan Township, Riley County.
Joseph
.

.

.

_

Augustus was accidentally killed in June of that year.
Following his brothers, Richard Henry Kimball
came also to Riley County, reaching what is now
Manhattan Township on December 30, 1856. He
soon acquired a land claim in the township and in
the spring of 1857 his parents and the rest of their
children came also to this section. Before settling
ilown to the hard work that he knew awaited him
on his farm, Mr. Kimball explored farther west
and made two trips across the plains in the sixties,
before enlisting on August 13, 1862, as a private in
Company G. Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Infantry
for service in the Civil war.
This regiment afterward became .the Eleventh Kansas cavalry and he
followed its fortunes until the close of the struggle,
participating in many battles, including the battle
of the Blue. West Port and Mine Run. and received
his honorable discharge in June, 1865.
He is a
member of Lew Grove Post, Grand Army of the
Republic.
When Mr. Kimball was released from military
service, his duty well done, he soon made a iourney
to New Hampshire, where he knew that a beloved
maiden awaited him, and on July 12, 1865. was
united in marriage with Miss Elizabeth F. Greer.
She was born at Goffstown, New Hampshire. January 17, 1839. Immediately after marriage Mr. and
»

Mr. Kimball has always taken an active interest
public affairs in relation to improvement and
development of this section. His vote has always
been cast independently and according to his own
In former years he was
intelligent judgment.
prominently identified with the Grange movement
and also with the Good Templars but as a rule fraternal organizations have had no appeal to him. He
has seen wonderful changes come to Kansas,
changes which have justified his foresight in making
this state his permanent home, and the part that
he has performed has been one that has been creditable to himself, his family and his community.
Mr. and Mrs. Kimball spend their winters in Florida.
in

David Ceawfohd Thoroman. The first of his name
come to Kansas, the late David Crawford Thoroman was. for many years engaged in school teaching
and farming in Coffey and Osage counties, and is
still remembered by the older residents as a man of
to

upright character, possessed of a high sense of jusHis experiences during the Civil war had
placed upon him the handicap of being w'eak physically, but his energetic spirit and industry helped
him to overcome this in large part, and throughout
his career he was a useful member of whatever
community he made his home.
David C. Thoroman was born in Adams County,
Ohio, in 1824, of English descent, and when a young
man went to Lewis County, in the northeastern part
of Kentucky, where he was married to Katherine
Murphy. Thus early he was a schoolteacher and
agriculturist and was so engaged when the Civil
tice.

war broke

out.

Mr. Thoroman enlisted

in

Company

E, Twenty-second Regiment, Kentucky Volunteer
Infantry, and had his baptism of fire in Cumberland
Gap, where he took part in a severe engagement.
Subsequently he was in the battles around Vicks-

burg, including Milliken's Bend, Big Black River
and the numerous encounters leading up to the surrender of the besieged city, and later took part in
the engagement at Arkansas Post. Just prior to the

Red River expedition under General Banks,

in

which

his regiment took an active part, Mr. Thoroman was
forced to resign, owing to the ill effects of a sunstroke.
By that time he had been advanced to the
rank of lieutenant, through bravery and faithful
service, and had a decidedly commendable war
record.
On his return to his home, Mr. Thoroman spent
some months in recuperating and then again re-

sumed farming in Kentucky. In 1S71 he left that
state and came to Kansas, first settling in Osage
county and two years later coming to Coffey County.
For almost twenty-eight years. Mr. Thoroman \yas

a teacher in the public schools of these counties,
practically all of this time in the winter months,
while his summers were devoted to farming. The
evil effects of his army life, in regards to his pliysi-
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never left him, but lie was able to make
a jilace for himself among the men of comfortable
circumstances in his community, while as a citizen
he held the respect and confidence of all with whom
he came into contact. Mr. Thoroman was a man
of the highest integrity, and when he died, in 1909,
his community lost a man who had ever been a friend
of justice.
His first wife died after bearing him
three children, and he was again married, wedding
Rebecca Murphy, a sister of his first wife. She bore
him six children, five of whom are now living, including Albert ^I. Thoroman. She died at Waverly,
Kansas, July 31, 1916.
cal healthj

Albert M. Thoroman was born on a farm in Osage
County, Kansas, July 9, 1S73, a son of David Crawford and Rebecca (Murphy) Thoroman. His early
boyhood and youth were passed on farms in Osage
and Coffey Counties, and he was given excellent
educational advantages in the public schools of
Kansas and in the State Normal School, from which
he was graduated in 1899, in addition to which he
His educareceived instruction from his father.
tion was completed in the University of Kansas,
In the
from which he was graduated in 1909.
meantime, Mr. Thoroman had taught school, and
had served one year as superintendent of the schools
of Williamsburg, seven years as superintendent of
the schools of Council Grove. He served four years
as principal of the Chase Countv High School at
Cottonwood Falls, from 1909 to 1913. In the latter
year he was elected secretary of the School Book
Commission of the State of Kansas, a position which
he still retains and the duties of which he is discharging in an entirely efficient, conscientious and
expeditious manner. In this capacity, as co-editor
with Prof. H. W. Davis, he has published two vollimes now- used in the public schools of Kansas:
"Classics for the Kansas Schools, Eighth Grade,"
and the same work for the seventh grade. He has
also done editorial work on the Kansas Primer.
Mr. Thoroman is a member of the Congregational
Church. He is a republican in politics, and a member of the Kansas Chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa.
His fraternal connection is with the Masons, in
which he has attained the Scottish Rite degree.

James Stevenson. One of the substantial and inmen of Shawnee County, is James Steven-

fluential

son, for the past eight years

of Highland Park but
a successful farmer in

many who came

to

an esteemed resident

formerly, for

many

years,

Topeka Township. Unlike
Kansas in the early part of 1882,

Mr. Stevenson possessed

hardly-won capital
that represented years of weary toil and constant
capital,

self denial.

James Stevenson was born

in

County Down, Ireland, .Tune 9, 1846, and is a son of Isaac and Nancy
(Bradford) Stevenson. His mother died wlien he
was young and his fatlier married again. The latter
was a farmer and in very moderate circumstances,
and when a second family began to grow about the
family hearthstone, James realized that his help on
the home acres was not needed and began to plan
He had been given but
his independent future.
limited educational opportunities, had not even
thought of learning a trade but he was healthy,
cheerful and industrious and that he possessed real
courage was shown when he left old Ireland and his
people and with no assurance of work ahead, sailed
for America and landed at Boston, Massachusetti,
with

$2;.')0

in his pocket.

James Stevenson reached the United States in
it is not likely that he found a more hospitable welcome in the strange city than did hun1869 and

dreds of other foreign born youths who landed in
It is safe to say, however, that
the same year.
none of these sought work more earnestly than he
nor performed his tasks with greater faithfulness to
his employers. He did not despise any honest job that
offered but his first permanent place was as a coachman and ground caretaker on a large estate and in
this position he continued for twelve years. During
this time he had in view the purchase of land and
its improvement, hence was frugal in his expenditures

and wholesome and careful

in

his

habits.

Therefore when, in 1882 he was ready to come to
Kansas he brought with him the sum of $2,400, every
cent of which represented honest industry on his
part. He used a part of his capital in the purchase
of a quarter section of land, paying $10.50 per acre.
On his land he built a small house and barn and
made other necessary improvements and thus had
ready a comfortable home for his bride when, in
September of the same year, he brought her to
Topeka Township, Shawnee County.
Mr. Stevenson was united in marriage with Susan
Dalzell, a most estimable young woman whom he
had known for eight years. She was a resident of
Boston when Mr. Stevenson formed her acquaintance, having come to the United States from County
Down, Ireland, vrith her brother Samuel, who yet
Mr. and Mrs. Stevenson were
resides in Boston.
married in Topeka. They have had five children:
Jane, who is the wife of C. C. Niccum, lives at St.
Joseph, Missouri, and has one daughter; Susan H.,
who is the wife of James Rabe, a farmer in Topeka
Township, has three children; .Tames R., who married
Josephine Rabe, now deceased, resides in Topeka.
and has one child; Isaac Henry, who is a resident of
Topeka, married Gertrude Lovell; and Lillian Edna,
wlio is the wdfe of Melvin McCoskrie, of Topeka,
has one son.
By no means does Mr. Stevenson take all the
credit for his success in life and the accumulation
On the other hand he reof his ample fortune.
members and relates with pride the hearty co-operation of his wife all along the way. She was industrious, prudent and self-denying and her cheerful
acceptance of hardships and her encouraging sympathy on all occasions will never be forgotten. On
many a humid day of summer she worked over a
hot stove to provide the wholesome food which she

deemed her hardworking husband and growing children needed, and attended carefully and thoroughly
to the other household duties which resulted in
bodily comfort for the family. Although the churning of butter was a toilsome operation, its quality
made it readily salable and many dollars were thus
added to the family income every year. Mrs. Stevenson is a woman who has unselfishly lived deeply
in the lives of husband and children, not counting
self sacrifice at any time of more importance than
their physical

and

spiritual development.

By

pre-

cept and example she instilled into the youthful
minds of her children those principles of right living
that have assisted them in making happy domestic
hearths of their own.

By hard work and close economy, Mr. and Mrs.
Stevenson prospered continuously after establishing their little home in Topeka Township. In time
they paid off all the indebtedness incurred on the
land and added to it tract after tract until they

r

PUB..X
ASTOR,

..kY

LENOX

TILDEN FOUNDATIONS

KANSAS AND KANSANS
now own 640

acres

and also own

fifteen

lots

in

They continued to reside in the
to
country until 1900, when Mr. Stevenson decided
remove with his vi-ife to Highland Park and since
Highland Park.

then has devoted his attention mainly to 'looking
after his many interests. His life has not been a
selfish one for he has been a liberal supporter of
churches, schools, good roads and has always been
ready to give encouragement to benevolent and
charitable enterprises.

Mr. and Mrs. Stevenson are members of the First
He has held
Congregational Church of Topeka.
minor offices in the county and in politics is a republican.

George H. Hunter, a resident of Wellington almost
forty years, is one of the leading millers of the state,
is president of the oldest bank in Wellington, and has
also given much of his time and energies to public
affairs, being the present mayor of Wellington.
He was born on a farm near Circleville, Ohio,
December 1, 1849, one of the five children of Alexander M. and Sophia (Zepp) Hunter, the former a
native of Ohio and the latter of Pennsylvania. Sophia
Zepp was of Pennsylvania Dutch extraction, and when
a child was brought to Ohio by her uncle and aunt.
Alexander M. Hunter enlisted at the outbreak of the
Civil war, but on account of physical disability was
not accepted for service. He was a republican and a
member of the Congregational Church. He came out to
Wellington, was associated with his son in the flour
mill from 1879 until 1910, and one day while fishing
on a railway bridge was killed by a train, being then
nearly ninety years of age.
Wlien George H. Hunter was six months of age
his parents moved to a farm in Shelby County, Illinois.
He had only the advantages of the district schools and
his higher education was gained largely through his
efforts and by paying his own expenses through
State Normal University at Normal, Illinois.
At the age of twenty he entered that school and was
After one year as a
graduated at twenty-three.
teacher he engaged, in 1872, in the mercantile business
and followed it with considerable success for six
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has raised it from a small local institution until it
now ranks as the second largest mill in Kansas outside of Kansas City.
The mil! has a capacity of
1,.500 barrels a day and the product is widely distributed all over the country.
When Mr. Himter
bought the mill he had no practical knowledge of
He brought
milling, but was not ashamed to learn.
to the business good judgment, and after mastering
the technical details he was soon recognized as an
He has been active manager of the
expert miller.
plant at Wellington since 1879, and has realized his
ambition of making the business one of the best of
its kind in the state.
Besides this mill the Hunter
Milling Company has a .300 barrel mill at Attica.
The company was incorporated in 1888 with George
H. Hunter as president, W. T. Voils as vice president, and Charles W. Hunter as secretary and
treasurer.
While a

man of unassuming nature, never craving
Mr. Hunter has been very active in public
He is a republican and was a delegate to
affairs.
the National Convention of his party in 1908 and was
presidential elector in 1904. For fifteen years he was
a member of the Board of Education, a position which
has been held for a similar period by his son Charles.
He was a member of the city council ten years, served
as mayor from 1890 to 1892, also in 1910, and is
now on a three year term beginning in 1914. His
administration as mayor has been one of marked
benefit to the city.
During his term a waterworks
system has been installed, said to be the finest in
the state for the size of the city, and the municipality
has also taken over the ownership of the electric,
These are two conspicuous improvelighting jilant.
ments, but there have been many others. From 1908
to 1912 Mr. Hunter served as a member of the State
Senate. During that time he introduced and secured
the passage of nine bills, each pertaining to some
publicity,

own

vital interest of the

the

Mr. Hunter is president of the Wellington National
Bank, the oldest bank in the city. He also owns considerable property both in the city and in the

years in Illinois. Desiring a larger field, and knowing
the possibilities of Kansas through some of his friends
who had already come to the state, he moved his store
to Wellington in 1878. Wellington was then a small
In 1879 he sold the store and concentrated
village.
all his attention upon the flour mill which he had
bought in the preceding year.
While at Normal, Illinois, on August 1, 1872, he

married Miss Frances M. Beale, who was born in
Mason County, Illinois, and was his class mate in
Normal School. Mr. and Mrs. Hunter have nine children.
Charles W. is now secretary and treasurer of
the Hunter Milling Company and has served fifteen
years as president of the Board of Education. Lottie
M. is Mrs. W. T. Veils of Wellington. George H. Jr.
is a rancher at Fargo, Oklahoma.
Edna M. is still
at home.
Frank B. lives at Wellington. Harry is
manager of a milling company at Attica, Kansas.
Maud M. is Mrs. G. Harris Carr, of Wellington.
Fannie S. is Mrs. Foss Farrar of Arkansas City, Kansas.
Grace is a student of music and art in a school
in Chicago. All the children have had college advantages.

The flour mill which Mr. Hunter bought at Wellington in 1878 was then of the style of equipment known
as a buhr mill.
It had a limited cajiacity and was
largely employed for the grinding of local grain and
feed stuffs. The genius of a capable business man

He

is

is

a

or state.

community

enthusiastic in behalf of better highmember of the executive committee
from the Eighth District of the Kansas Good Roads
Association.
He is a thirty-second degree Scottish
Rite Mason, being affiliated with the Wichita Con-

country.

ways, and

sistory.

His happy married

life

was terminated with

the death of Mrs. Hunter on May 6, 1903.
She was
a devoted mother in the home and was very active in
the Congregational Church, with which Mr. Hunter
has also been identified for many years and was
trustee until his place was taken by his son Charles W.

William H. Edelblute. In recalling the worthy
pioneers of Kansas, in order to do them due justice
and honor, none more deserving of mention in Riley
County could be found than the late William H.
Edelblute.
For many years he was a prominent
farmer in Wild Cat Township, a useful and influential citizen, and a veteran of the great Civil war.

He was born September

15,

1S29,

in

Huntingdon

County, Pennsylvania, and died at his farm residence in Riley County, Kansas, May 2S, 1908, in
his seventy-ninth year. He was a son of David and
Lydia (Conrad) Edelblute.
In tracing genealogy of the Edelblute family,
the fact
anil the

is

disclosed that

name

signifies

it

is

of

German

"noble blood."

origin

There

ig

a

many, many years ago, a prince of
Germany espoused a [leasant maid and thereby lost
his rank and estates.
tradition that
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Probablv before the Revolutionary war the
of this

name came

to the

first

American colonies and

it

found earlr in the State of Pennsylvania. In that
David 'Edelblute, the father of the late William H. Edelblute. was born October 11, 1803, and
died in Rilev County, Kansas, January 19, 1879. He
came to Kansas in is57 and settled in Riley County
is

state.

the vicinitv of the present Village of Keats.
In his native state he had been a charcoal-burner
but after cominR to this state devoted himself
In Pennsylexclusivelv to aprioultural pursuits.
vania he "was married February 3, 1825, to Lydia
Conrad, who was born there November 10, 1809, and
Kansas, September 19, 1866.
died in Rilev
in

County,

Their children were as follows: William H.; Nancy
Jane, who was born April 29, 1S31, is now deceased
and was the wife of John Murphy. Elcanora, who
was born October 4, 1834, is now the widow of W.
W. Walker: Nathan O., who was born June 24, 1837,
died in Pennsvlvania: Samuel R.. who was born
Februarv 13. 1S40, is deceased: David Henry, whose
in this work: Catherine,
personal sketch appears
who is the widow of William Silver, was born April
was a Union soldier in
10, 1843. and her husband
the Civil war, a member of Company G, Eleventh
Kansas Infantry: Rebecca, who was born October
Barns and they reside
24, 1847, married Oeoree W.
in California: Mary Elizabeth, who was born July
12, 1850, is the wife of W. H. Ashton, of Manhattan,
Kansas; and John George, who was born September
11, 1853, is a resident of Idaho.
William H. Edelblute came first to Kansas in
1854 but did not at that time tarry long, going on
In 1856 he returned to Kansas and took
to Iowa.
up a claim in Wild Cat Township, Riley County,
where he developed a fine farm from primitive condition, prospered through his industry .and at the
In lSfi7 ho
time of his death owned 400 acres.
erected a beautiful residence of stone which stands
as a

monument

to his

toil,

thrift

and enterprise,

continues to be the home of his widow.
Scarcely had Mr. Edelblute made much in the
way of improvement on his Riley County property
when war clouds began to gather, times became a
little harder and consequently more troubles had to
be faced than usually attends pioneering. The Civil
war was finally precipitated and Mr. Edelblute
soon determined that he would do his full share in
preserving the Union, and in August. 1862. he

and

it

Company G, Eleventh Kansas
Infantry and served in the struggle until its close
when he was honorably discharged. He was a

enlisted as a private in

For many years
In i>olitics he was a republican.
he was a local preacher in the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
To Mr. and Mrs. Edelblute were born sons and
William Harvey, who was
daught(?rs as follows:
born September 6, 1870, was graduated from the
Kansas State Agricultural College in 1892 and is now
following his profession of civil engineer at Rathdrum, Idaho. He has a large ranch in Idaho and
he is at this time, November, 1916, colonel of the
Second Idaho Infantry on duty on the Mexican
border; .John Albert, who was born July 16, 1872,
is

a resident of Manhattan, Kansas; George Clar-

ence,

who was born

Sei>toniber

4,

1876, resides on

the homestead with his mother; Mabel, died in
infancy; Merrill Rav, was born September 2, 1885,

and Mary Belle, was'bom June 28, 1888.
William H. Edelblute was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and led a consistent Christian
life, being kind, considerate and helpful to everyone
and honorable and upright in all his business and
])ersonal relations. His memory is tenderly cherished
i)y his family and his community can point with
l>ride to a score of his achievements that were for
the permanent benefit of the section in which so
much of- his life had been spent.

Charles A. B.\keb of Wichita lacked only three or
four months of being a native son of Kansas. He
has spent practically his entire career in this state,
and by close attention to his business as a plumber
has built up one of the leading establishments at
Wichita, and his business is registered under the
state laws.

He was born

at Rio, Wisconsin, June 30, 1870, and
September of the same year that his parAfter a
ents moved to Arkansas City, Kansas.
public school education, gained in Wichita, he began
an apprenticeship at the plumbing trade, and followed it as a journeyman until 1900. Since then for
more than fifteen years he has been in the plumbing business for himself, first at Hutchinson but
it

was

in

since 1902 at Wichita.
Mr. Baker is a thirty-second degree Mason and a
member of the Mystic Shrine, and is also an Elk.
His father was an old soldier, so he has continued
the military record of the family and is now serving as a regimental quarter-master with the rank
of captain in the Second Kansas Infantry. He has
been on the border at Eagle Pass and San Antonio,
Texas, since July 1, 1916.

On December

4,

1895, Mr.

Baker married Miss

worthy and enthusiastic member of the Grand Army
of the Republic, always interested in its affairs and

Lillie E. Bennett of Wichita.
They have a daughter Marcia Helen, who is now a student in the

times to recognize the claims of old

Wichita High School.
Mr. Baker's father, Thomas Baker, was a Kansan
in Harrisburg. Pennsylvania,
pioneer. Ho was born
grew up in that state and was a farmer, and in
January, 1864, enlisted in the Third ITnitcd States
Cavalry for a term of three years. During the last

ready at

all

army comrades.
On March 4, 1869, Mr. Edelblute w-as married
Miss Artissima Vashti Ryan, who was born

to
in

Clark County, Indiana. She is a daughter of .Joseph
P. and Elizabeth ^Whitson) Ryan, of Irish lineage
but born in Indiana. Their respective parents moved
to Indiana from Kentucky, originally from Virginia.
In 1854 Mr. Ryan removed with his family to Iowa

and in 18.59 to Kansas and settled first in Riley
County but later in Clay County. There he died
when aged sixty-one years and there the mother of
Mrs. Edelblute died also when aged sixty-nine years.
They were the parents of eight children, namelv:
Thomas G., Athan W., Artemissa Vashti, Elizabeth,
Mary, Malcomb, Belle and Edward. Mr. Ryan was
a carpenter by trade but also followed farming.

1% vears of the war his company was stationed
skirmish with
along the Mississippi River, and in a
some guerrillas in Arkansas he was wounded in the
When his enlistment expired he set up a
hip.
barber shop at Rio, Wisconsin, but in 1870 started
for Kansas. He went by rail as far as Emporia, and
from there bv prairie schooner to Arkansas City.
He was in tlie barber business there a few years,
then removed to Winfield.. and in 1878 carne to
until his
Wichita, where he worked as a barber
death in May.
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Dudley Pratt.

Unusual qualities of manhood and

character accompanied the successful career of the
late Dudlev Pratt, who for many years was one of
the largest stock buyers in and about Topeka. In
many ways Dudley Pratt stood apart and above the
of the
average type of stock dealer. He had none
unscrupulous methods which have so frequently
brought that vocation into disfavor. He was fair,
he lived the life of the Golden Rule, and in every
way he was a titting representative of the best element of Kansas pioneer citizenship.
Born at St. Mary 's, Ohio, January 27, 1832, he was
a son of Dr. Seth" Pratt. His father was a successful physician in Ohio and of English ancestry.
Spending his early life in his native state, Dudley
Pratt received only a practical education in the pubschools. He was married in Ohio to Mary Emily
The year following the close of the Civil
Noble.
war he brought his wife and his two oldest sons to
Kansas. It was his expectation at the time of making this state his future home. Topeka was then
on the western line of civilization, and the terminus
of the Union Pacific Railway.
Buying 140 acres of land on the Burlingame road
about one mile south of the present site of Washburn College, Dudley Pratt gave $1,100 for that land,
which is now worth many times its original purchase
nineteen years.
price. That was the family home for
There the three sons grew to manhood and began
the careers which reflect additional honor upon this
name. The names of these sons are Henry Fuller,
Orange Albion and John Dudley. John Dudley was
born on the old homestead near Topeka.
"While Mr. Pratt with the aid of his sons operated
his farm he was more generally known as a stock
man. In time he built up the largest business as a
He transacted busistock dealer in that locality.
ness in a period when a dollar meant more to the
average man than $5.00 at the present time. In
all his dealings he was never known to take advantage of a patron. He never gambled on the rise or
He shared the benefits
fall in the price of livestock.
lic

of an advance with his patrons, and men came to
trust implicitly in his word. He acted on the principle that he was entitled to a fair profit and no more.
Inherent honesty was his chief characteristiT',. If a

grower asked the price that grower knew that the
quotation made by Mr. Pratt was all the market
permitted. Long before he died his word was accepted as worth as much as a bond. If for no other
reason he deserved to be honored and respected for
this splendid quality alone.
Successful in business, he
welfare of his community.

never neglected the
in every
meritorious undertaking, and he was also a man of
charity, but acting so that his charity was completely unostentatious and no record was made
thereof except in the hearts of the recipients. He
was invariably courteous and considerate. For sixty
%'ears he was a member of the Independent Order of

Odd

He engaged

Fellows.

Dudley Pratt passed away May 23, 1914, when
eighty-two years of age. His wife had died in 1902.
Their oldest son Henry Fuller is one of the well
of Shawnee County, living at Rossville.
He is father of two children namely Dudley
James, professor of Leland Stanford University of
California and Esther. The two younger sons are
prominent hardware merchants at North Topeka,
where they have built up a large trade by exercising
the same sterling qualities of character that were so
prominent in the life of their father. Orange Albion,

known physicians

1787

the second son, married Anna Ekel, a daughter of
William Ekel. William Ekel at one time operated a
lumber yard upon which the Union Pacific Park is
now located. Orange A. is an active member of the
Christian Church, is a member of the Masonic Order
and he and his wife have five children: Leila May,
Laura Mayce, Chester Warren, Virgil Thelma and
Vivian Mildred.
John Dudley Pratt, the youngest of the three sons
of Dudley Pratt, represents the younger generation
of Topeka business men who are a credit to that
He is a Presbyterian, and is a member of the
city.
Masonic Order. To his marriage with Miss Anna
Allen was born one daughter named Gladys.
To Dudley Pratt in his declining years came the
knowledge and satisfaction of having lived a life
creditable alike to himself and his state.
It w-as
also a matter of gratification to him that his three
sons were well settled in honorable careers and living worthy lives.

John William Dale has been one of the constructive factors in Sedgwick County. He was one of
the founders of the Town of Andale, and has been
identified with the little City of Clearwater from
almost the beginning of its growth.
In business
affairs his interests extend to different lines.
He
was a landowner in the early days, still has interests
as a landowner, and is head of the principal banking
establishment of Clearwater.

An Illinois man by birth, he was born in DeKalb
County of that state December 21, 1847. His father,
Frank Dale, was born at Hull, England, in 1812, and
was married in Daleville, Pennsylvania, to Marie
Webster. She was also born in England.
Frank Dale came to America, and after living a
short time in Northeastern Pennsylvania went to
Michigan, and after two years there came west to
Illinois, locating in DeKalb County in the year following the Black Hawk war, in the early '30s. Frank
Dale was a farmer, a merchant, grain dealer, and
otherwise a man of more than ordinary importance in
that section of Illinois. After a long and honorable
career he died at DeKalb in 1886. He and his wife
had eight children, four sons and four daughters, a

brief record of whom is as follows:
Mrs. Clara
Metcalf of Isabella, Oklahoma; Mrs. Caroline Bacon
of Sandwich, Illinois; Mrs. Mary Watson, a wealthy
resident of Mount Hope, Kansas; Mrs. Sue E. Beckwith, who died in Wichita in 1915; Arthur H., a
retired farmer at Leland, Illinois; John W.
Frank,
a prominent attorney at Guthrie, Oklahoma, and
during territorial days in that state was chief justice
under the Cleveland administration; and D. M. Dale,
who has gained prominence in the law, being a member of the Wichita bar and a former judge of th«
;

district court.

During

his

early years spent in

DeKalb County,

John W. Dale attended the local school's,
graduating from the high school at Leland, and for a
time was a student in a telegraph college. His first
regular employment was as station agent at Leland
for the CRicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. For
one term he was township treasurer of Victor TownIllinois,

ship in his

home county.

Mr. Dale has been a resident of Kansas since the
fall of 1876.
At that time he settled on a half section
of land which he bought from the railroad company
in the northwestern part of Sedgwick County.
While
there he laid the basis of his successful career.

He

was a farmer and stock raiser for eighteen years,
but in the meantime his enterprise had branched out
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into other fields.

In partnership with George Anderson he laid out and founded the Town of Andale,
the name being formed by a combination of a portion of Mr. Anderson 's name and Mr. Dale 's name.
Mr. Dale also helped vote bonds for the construction
of the Wichita & Colorado Uailroad Companj'. After
the establishment of Andale he conducted a brick
yard there, an<l subsequently erected a building which
he used for a livery business.
In the spring of 1893, having disposed of his
interests in Andale, he moved to a farm three miles
north of Clearwater, and resided there six years. In
June, 1893, be helped organize the State Bank of
Clearwater, and was then elected to his present office,
cashier, a post he has faithfully held for more than
sixteen years. He is now, and lias been for a number
of years, principal owner of the bank's stock. Clearwater was only in its infancy when he took a hand in
its development, and his influence has been effective
in furthering its progress.
He erected and sold a
number of residences, and in other ways has promoted the growth and general prosperity of the town.
For sis years he was city treasurer and was mayor
eight years.
Mr. Dale is one of the large stockholders in the
Uncle Sam Oil Company of Kansas City, Kansas, and
for four years was a member of its board of directors.
He is also a director in the Farmers and Bankers
Life Insurance Company and the Guarantee Trust
Company of Wichita.
His first wife was Helen McMurchy, a native of
Scotland.
She died tlirce years after the marriage,
For his second wife
leaving a daughter, Helen M.
Mr. Dale married Rillie Miller of Mokcna, Illinois.
They have a son, Frank M., who is now in the drug
business in Clearwater.

Emil

B. Roser

ful business

is

one of those quiet and resource-

men who accomplishes a great

deal and
fuss about it and .only comes in for
a share of public attention when faithful ])erformauce
of duty requires it.
Mr. Roser has been in the jewelry business at
Wellington since January 10, 1883. He was born in
the City of St. Louis January 27, 1867, one of the
five chUdren of Henry and Maria Theresa
(Seyler)
Roser. His father was a native of Germany and his
mother of France, both lived for some "years in

makes very

little

Nancy, France, and in 1852 emigrated on a sailing
vessel to New Orleans.
Both had relatives in the
United States and they finally located in St. Louis,
where Henry Roser followed "his business as a merchant tailor for several years.
Having relatives in
Wisconsin, he removed to that state in 1869, and
was thus able to give his children the
advantages
of the fine Normal School at Platteville and later
the State University at Madison.
Henry Roser was
a

man

of plain and unassuming character, made
many
and j.rovided liberally for his family. Hi's
wife died at Platteville, Wisconsin, in 1893.
Henry
Roser like many other German Americans did his full
part as a soldier of his adopted country during the
Civil war.
He enlisted in the Thirtieth Missouri
Volunteer Infantry, and was in some of the
greatest
campaigns of the war, including Sherman 's march
to the sea.
He was in the quartermaster 's departfriends,

ment.

Emil B. Roser had most of his education in the
schools, and since 1878 has been depending
upon his own efforts for his n<lvancement in the

common

world.
He received considerable experience as clerk
in a store and in 1882 he came out to
Kansas, where

he had friends. His brother Edward L., had located
in Wellington in 1878 and set up in the jewelry Vmsiness.
Edward was in that business at Wellington
until his death in 1892.
At the death of his brother
E. B. Roser continued the business in partnership
brother's
with his
widow, but in a short time bought
out the store, and has since made it tlic leading
establishment of its kind in that section of the state.
He also owns the building in which his store is
locate<l, and at the jireseut time is jirobably the
largest property owner in the City of Wellington.
In 1906 he helped organize the National Bank of
Commerce, served as its vice president for two years
and has since been president. He is also a stoekliolder in the Farmers' State Bank at Wellington, is
owner of some oil stock and has a large amount of
He identifies himself with every
city real estate.
movement for the improvement and betterment of
his community.
He is a member and past president
of the Commercial Club and is vice president of the
Chautaucjua Board.
Fraternally he is both a York
and Scottish Rite Mason, is past master of his
lodge, has liccu officially identified with the Knights
of I'ythias for the past twenty-five years and for six
terms held the presiding office. Ho is a charter member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
in the Wellington Lodge, which was organized in
1909 and has since been its treasurer.
He is also
affiliated with the Eastern Star, the Loyal Order of
and
other
social
Moose,
organizations.

James Wood. Among her valued citizens Kansas
can number yet many of her pioneers, not the floating population of her earliest territorial days, but
men who came to the state as homeseekers, even
before the outbreak of the Civil war. These courageous and resourceful men are universally held in
honorable esteem for the great progress made by
Kansas was founded- upon their hardihood and
energy. One of these is found in James Woorl, a
representative citizen and a substantial farmer of
Ogden Township, Riley County.
James Wood was born in England, September 27,
1844, the eldest son of William and Sarah (Jones)
Wood. They came to the United States in 1850,
accompanied by their three sons, James, Thomas and
William. After living about five years in Greenup
County, Kentucky, the family moved to La Salle
County, Illinois, thence to Kansas, in the fall of
1857.
They settled on the present farm of James
Three more sons had
W^ood, in Ogden Township.
been added to the family: Edward and Joseph, both
of whom were born in Kentucky, ami Charles, w-ho
was born in Illinois. The mother of .Tames Wood
died in 1862 and the father for his second wife chose
Mrs. Elizabeth (Busby) Green, who became the
mother of two children: Mary Ann and Ellen Elizabeth. After her death William Wood married a third
time but there was no issue of that marri.age.
From 1860 to 1866 William Wood was engaged
in the freighting business, owning his own outfit and
operating between Leavenworth and Fort Dodge.
After retiring from this strenuous business he was
engaged exclusively until his death in 1SS3, at the
age of sixty-three years, in farming in Riley County.
He was a man of true worth, of strong force of character, and his business efforts were attended with
satisfying success. He was a consistent Christian, :i

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and was
a careful and judicious father ami kind and
helpful neighbor.

James Wood was but

six years of age

when

his
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parents came to America and thirteen, wlien they
came to Kansas. Chililren of pioneers had comparatively few educational advantages and James found
his time taken up in attending to clearing up his
father 's farm while the latter maintained his freighting business. After he was twenty-one years old he
embarked in the same business for himself and during the two years in which he was so engaged had
some thrilling experiences including two attacks by
Indians on him with other freighters. In 1S64, at
Cow Creek, between Forts Riley and Larned, about
300 Indians opened fire upon the party of freighters
which consisted of about 100 men. The tight lasted
seven days and resulted in the killing of two of
the freighters by the savages. The second attack
from the Indians was made at Downer 's Station, on
the Smoky Hill River, w'hen the Indians numbered
about fifty and the freighters twelve. This was a
sharp skirmish and the Indians succeeded in killing
one of the party and captured two horses. Mr. Wood
finally retired from this dangerous business, one that
at the time was an absolute necessity because of
lack of other methods of transportation, and then
went into the peaceful, if laborious business of farmHe has been eminently sucing and stockraising.
cessful and now owns 640 acres of fine Kansas River
valley land, on which are modern improvements ineluding a handsome and commodious residence. Mr.
Wood owns additionally 200 acres of ridge land,
which he uses for grazing purposes.
Mr. Wood was married April IS, 1S80, to Miss
Amelia Elizabeth Wood, who is a daughter of Job
and Eleanor Jane (Honaker) Wood. She was born
in Indiana, January 1.5, 1859.
Her father, who was
a brother of the late William Wood, was born in
England and came to the United States in 1850. He
lived first in Kentucky, then in Illinois and later in
Missouri, and came to Kansas in 1S73 and settled
in Ogden Township, Riley County, where he died

when aged sixty years.
Mrs. James Wood is one of

a family of twelve
children born to her parents and was in her fifteenth
year when she came to Kansas and was twenty-one
when she was married to Mr. Wood, he
then

being
almost thirty-six years old. Mr. and Mrs. Wood are
theparents of the following children: William Harry,
Elsie Jane, James Clarence, Charles Henrv and Job
Elbert and Joseph Albert, twins. Job Elbert,
Joseph
Albert and Charles and William all live with their
James Clarence resides at Junction City
parents.
and Elsie Jane, who is the wife of I. J. Shoekley, a
farmer, lives in Riley County.
Although nominally a democrat, Mr. Wood has
always felt that he had the right to vote independently when his judgment so prompted him. He
has never desired public office for himself but has
been the kind of citizen that has assisted
good and

competent men for positions of

respon.sibility.

He

has long been identified with the Order of Odd Fellows.
Mrs. Wood belongs to the Christian Church.
Having spent the larger part of his life in Riley
County and been a man of influence and importance
in all that makes for good
citizenship he has a very
wide acquaintance and friends of
many years
standing.
CoL. HiRAir W. Lewi.s. In
many important ways
the city of Wichita expresses the life,
ideals, and
activities of the late Col. Hiram W. Lewis.
In
his time he was
undoubtedly one of the most force-
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ful figures and one of the ablest business men
citizens
the State of Kansas.
When he came to Wichita about 1875 he

m

and
had

himself with credit both as a
Civil war and as a business man.
Born near Warren, Ohio, he lived in Ohio during
his youth and on May 25, 1863, enlisted in
Company
E of the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Ohio InHe
went
out
as
a
fantry.
private, becoming corporal, and was in many of the important battles of
the great campaigns by which the states of Tennessee and Georgia were wrested from the
Confederacy.
He was wounded in the arm at Chickamauga. After
his honorable discharge on May 15, 1865, he identified himself with the South and bought a plantation
near Columbus, Mississippi. He remained on that
plantation for ten years, and also took a very active
part in public affairs. He served as sheriff of his
county, and for several years represented his district
in the State Legislature.
Colonel Lewis during his residence in Wichita was
primarily a banker. When he came to Wichita he
organized the Kansas National Bank, of which he
became president.
Later with M. W. Levy he
organized the State Savings Bonk of which he was
vice president and cashier.
Still later was organized under his direction the Gold Savings State
Bank. All these banks are still in operation and
have had a long and honorable record. The Gold
Sayings State Bank, however, is now known as the

already acquitted
soldier in

the

Union Bank.
In 18!)3 Colonel Lewis organized the Anchor
Trust Company, and wag its president until his
death on February 12, 1912.
Aside from his work as a financier his life was
especially notable for his influence in promoting
When he came to
temperance and education.
Kansas he loyally aided in the temperance movement and it is said that he was probably the
strongest factor in his part of the state in securing
the adoption of the state-wide prohibition principle.
He was also one of the organizers of the old Lewis
Academy of Wichita, which was given his name.
Some years ago this institution was merged with
the College of Emporia, and the Lewis Hall of
Science on the college campus now bears his name.
During its existence the Lewis Academy served an
important end in furnishing a preparatory education to many young men and women of Kansas, and
Colonel Lewis was president of its board of trustees.
Later he became a director of the College of Emporia and held that oflSce until his death.
Every good cause in the City of Wichita met his
hearty approval and gained his support. He was
instrumental in organizing a number of mills and
factories, in securing the establishment of stock
yards, waterworks, and other public utilities, and
a complete history of the city could not be written without frequent reference to his name.
Colonel Lewis was twice married. His first wife
was Lucy Strong of Massachusetts, who died leavHe married her sister. Kittle
ing four children.
Of this union there
Strong, who survives him.

were

five children.

Hiram W. Lewis,

Jr., nest to the youngest of his
father's second children, was born in Wichita February 28, 1S91. He graduated from Lewis Academy
in 1009, and then took a two-year course in Baker
University and finished his schooling at the University of Chicago, where he graduated with the
degree Ph. B. Returning to Wichita, he entered the
offices of the Anchor Trust Company, and since
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1914 has been its secretary and a director.
brother, P. K. Lewis, is president of tlie Anchor
Trust Company. This company handles first mortgages, loans and investments, and is one of the
important organizations of the kind in the state.
In February, 1915, they opened a branch office at
Phoeni.x, Arizona, which is conducted under the
personal supervision of P. K. Lewis.

Maj. Willum Sims. The late MaJ. William Sims,
whose death occurred July 23, 1907, on his farm in
Shawnee County, Kansas, had an enviable record
both as a soldier of the Civil war and as a citizen

He was
in the years that followed that struggle.
born May 15, 1S31, on a farm in Muskingum County,

Ohio, and was a son of Mahlon and Myron (Riley)
Sims. He grew to manhood in his native communin the comity, securing his scholastic training
mon schools, and when still a young man served for
a number of years as a clerk in the office of the
probate .iudge. At the breaking out of the Civil
war, he enlisted in Company O, Thirty-second Hegiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and when the company was organized he was made orderly sergeant.
Later a company was taken out of his regiment to
man a battery and Mr. Sims w'as sent back home to
While
recruit a new company to fill the vacancy.
he was absent upon this duty, his regiment was
captured at Harper's Kerry. His command then became Company A, Ninth Ohio Cavalry, of whidi he
was made captain, and subsequently he w-as at the
siege of Knoxville, where he was filling the post of
Owing to ill health, he was
nia.ior by promotion.
compelled to resign from active service at the front,
and from that time until 1S66 was employed in the

quartermaster 's department.
When he received his honorable di-scharge. Major
Sims returned to Ohio, where he engaged in farming, and so continued for two years, then removing
to DeWitt County, Illinois, there carrying on agricultural operations until 1872. In that year he came
to Kansas and purchased a farm in Mission Township, Shawnee County, of which he was the owner
up to his death. Mr. Sims was a thorough, capable
and systematic farmer and won success in his ventures as a tiller of the soil, but also was energetic
in other directions and filled a prominent place in
the affairs of his community.
He took an active
part in the Grange movement and for many years
was treasurer and master of the Kansas State
Grange, in this way becoming widely known in state
agricultural circles. After serving one term in the
capacity of state senator, he became treasurer of the
State Board of Agriculture, of which he was subsequently made secretary and acted in the latter capacity some six or eight years.
By appointment
from Governor Humphrey, he was appointed treasurer of the State of Kansas, to fill the
unexpired
term of .lames Hamilton, and for a number of vears
the
following
expiration of his tenure of oflice" was
emjiloyed as receiver of the Will Knox Bank, administrator of various estates, and in the
handling of
much similar and important work. Finally, he became president of the First National Bank of Topcka and held that office until the institution went
into the hands of a receiver. Prior to this he had
been suffering from ill health, and for the last two
years of his term as bank president he could give
but little thought or attention to bank matters, but
it was no act of his which caused the failure of the
bank, and throughout his entire career he bore the

reputation of an honorable, honest and upright man
of the highest integrity anil strictest probity.
Major Sims' wife bore the maiden name of Hannah A. Richey and they liad two children: .John B.
and Ella, the latter of \jhoni died in early childhood.
Major Sims was a Methodist. Politically he was a
republican, and his fraternal connection was with
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
He was
always an interested and valued member of the
Grand Army of the Republic and a popular comrade
of Lincoln Post No. 1.
The only living member of Major Sims' family is
.John B. Sims, of Topek.a, who was born in Muskingum County, Ohio, Ajiril 2, 1854. He received
a high school education and remained with his parents until coming to Kansas, where for a number of
years he was engaged in farming and also bought
and sold cattle extensively. He still owns the old
home place in Mission Township, a tract of 560
acres, but since 1908 has been devoting the major
portion of his time and attention to discharging the
duties of his office as secretary and treasurer of the
Topeka Pure Milk Company, which in recent years
has come to be lookeii ujion as a necessary commercial adjunct. Mr. Sims is a stanch republican
and has served two terms in the lower house of the
Kansas Legislature, in 1889 and 1S91. As business
man, citizen and public official, he hSs won public
confidence and esteem, and his name is s.vnonymous
with straightforward dealing and loyalty .to friendships.

Mr. Sims married Miss Josephine McCrackeu, who
passed over in 1910, leaving three children: John
B., Jr., Eleanor, who is the wife of Fred Hill, and
Dorothy. Mr. Sims is a Christian Scientist in religious faith.

Henry Ford H.\RB.\rGn. Even today the great
State of Kansas is looked upon as a land of
opjiortunitics and a good place for the young man to
settle and provide for the future.
This is even more
true thirty or forty years ago, though it required
a
stronger element of indiviilual initiative,
perhaps
courage and ability to endure hardships with patience
and

fortitude.

It was as a young man looking for a permanent
home and a country where his energies and talents
would be given the freest exercise that Henry Ford
Harbaugh arrived in Kansas in 1878. An uncle

was living on a farm near Wellington, and that
town was his first choice of destination. He came
by railroad as far as Newton, and then by hor.se and
wagon drove over a large part of the western and
central
of the state, and from W^ichita arrived
]>ortion
in Wellington by stage.
He was evidently satisfied,
because soon after he reached Wellington he bought
160 acres of land, and started with characteristic
vigor to farm it and raise stock. He broke much of
that land with horse and ox teams, and his first
wheat crop was cut with a cradle. He lived simply
and frugally, and adapted himself to the hard conditions which surrounded the early Kansas farmers of
For two years after he
thirty or forty years ago.
came to this state he taught school a part of each
With
that
year.
quarter section as a nucleus Mr.
Harbaugh has continued to show his faith in Kansas
farm land by investing his surplus until he now owns
1,000 acres in Sumner County and also .300 acres in
the State of Missouri.
This record of achievement by no means sums
up what he has done during the thirty-eight years of
his residence in Kansas.
In 1888 the Southern
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Kansas Mutual Insurance Company was organized,
and although he was not present at the meeting Mr.
Harbaugh was elected one of its first directors. The
following year lie was chosen treasurer, and filled
that office until 1911, when he was elected president,
an office he still holds. The general offices of this
company are at Wellington, where Mr. Harbaugh has
lived since retiring from the farm in 1914. Mr. Harbaugh stood by the Southern Kansas Mutual through
all its ups and downs in the early years, and his
associates credit him with much of the success of this
company. In 1903 he took the leading part in organizing the Farmers Mutual Telejihone Company, and
that company now has about three thousand telephones in operation. He has been its president from

the time of its organization. He is vice president of
the National Bank of Commerce of Wellington, of
which he was one of the organizers.
It was only natural that a business man of such
standing should be chosen to represent his home
He was elected in
people in tlie State Legislature.
1897 on the populist ticket, though his politics is
now repulilican. In 1899 he was father of a liill in
the Legislature granting the legal right for hail
It
insurance companies to do business in Kansas.
was as a result of that measure that the Kansas
State Mutual Hail Association was organized in 1899.
This subsequently has been known as the MePherson
Hail Insurance Company. For several years Mr. Harbaugh served as adjuster for the company, then was
elected treasurer, and in 1912 was chosen president.
He is thus the chief executive in several of Kansas
most substantial insurance organizations.
In 1907 he was again returned to the Legislature,
In that session
tliis time on the republican ticket.
he was author of several good bills, including one
to allow townships to own and operate cemeteries, and
also the bill to allow mutual insurance companies to
insure schools and churches without paying foreign
It should be stated that the
companies revenue.
MePherson Hail Company is the largest company of
its kind in the state and the second largest mutual
Mr. Harbaugh is vice president of the
company.
'

Association of Mutual Insurance Companies,
one of the best informed men in the state on
the subject of insurance generally.
He was oue of
the cliarter members of the Bank of Commerce of
Wellington, in which his son is now assistant cashier.
Having considered some of the achievements by
which Mr. Harbaugh has become prominent in business and civic affairs in Kansas, something should be
said of his personal and family liistory. He was born
at Trenton in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, August 1,
1849, the oldest of the eleven children of Eli and
Catherine (Engle) Harbaugh.
His mother was a
native of Germany, and his father of Ohio.
There
were four Harbaugh brothers who came out of Germany in the early days and settled in the northern
part of the State of Maryland, and subsequently all
were soldiers in the War of 1812. From Maryland
they went into the State of Ohio and became pioneers
there.
Eli Harbaugh was a cabinet maker by trade,
having learned that occupation from his father. In
1852 Eli Harbaugh went as a pioneer to tlie State
of Iowa, locating in Washington County, where he
took up a claim, and his family joined him there in
the next year.
They made tlie journey by river as
far as Keokuk, and thence overland to Washington
County. The family lived in a log house there for a
number of years, and that old home and its surroundings are among the first conscious recollections of
Mr. Henry P. Harbaugh. The fatlier broke his land
State

and

is

1791

with ox teams, and he was able to serve the
early
community of farmers by his pronounced ability as a
mechanic and inventor. He converted an old "lioiler
into shovels, and manufactured a number of
single
and double shovel plows that were in great demand
the
farmers
in
his
section.
Thus
the
by
early life of
Henry Ford Harbaugh was spent in a pioneer home

Iowa.

in

He

attended a school supported by subby the parents of the scholars, and
while it is now many years since he left school he
has always been a constant student and a man who
reads books with a discriminating judgment. When
lie left Iowa to make a career of his own he went out
to California in 1875, but was not satisfied with that
state as a permanent residence, and in 1877 returned
to Iowa and the following year began his adventures
in Kansas.
On March 10, 1880, soon after getting settled on
his homestead near Wellington, he married Elizabeth
Blattner, of Iowa.
They are the parents of four
children.
Nellie M. is the wife of G. F. Elsass, of
Wellington.
George E. is now assistant cashier in
the Wellington Bank of Commerce. John P. operates
the old homestead southeast of Wellington. Edward
H. lives at Wichita.
Besides his other public service Mr. Harbaugh
served four years as township trustee of Greene TownHe is an active Mason, a
ship, Sumner County.
member of the Lodge and of Wichita Consistory of
the Scottish Rite, is chairman of the board of
trustees of the Grand Lodge of the Ancient Order
of United Workmen, a position he lias held ten
years, and was formerly vice president and is still
a member of the Kansas division of the Anti-Horse
Thief Association.
For fully thirty years he held
a place on the school board of his home district. Mr.
and Mrs. Harbaugh are memliers of the Presbyterian
Church, and have brought up their children in that
scriptions paid

faith.

James M. Mat. A great and forceful influence was
removed from the religious affairs of the State of
Kansas in the death of James M. May, which occurred at his home in Manhattan August 17, 1915.
The best work of his life was performed as a
Sunday School and church organizer and missionHowever, he had a wonderful adaptability
ary.
and resourcefulness, and might have been successful as a mechanic, a farmer or in almost
any line of
business, had not his earnest devotion to the cause
of religion kept him in that field of effort during
all

his active years.
born in Adams County, Ohio,
1S4S. a son of Honrv and Margaret

He was

September
(McClung)
Dutch
May.
ancestry in the
paternal line and througli his mother inherited
Scotch-Irish stock. His father was born in Pennsylvania and his mother in Ohio. His father was' a
carpenter and farmer, and the late Mr. May grew
up on a farm in Southern Ohio. The limited education which he was privileged to receive from the
common schools he supplemented in after years by
private study and wise reading, but his knowledge
of men and the motives that move mankind always
transcended any of the lore obtained from books.
However, he was a great book lover, and to the end
of his days enjoyed the communion with the great
fi.

He was

of Holland

thinkers of the past.
As a young man he learned the trade of
penter. That together with farrming furnished
an occupation and means of livelihood until he
past forty years of age. When very young he

car-

him
was
left
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home to light the battles of life for himself, but he
faithfully contributed of his earnings to the support of liis parents until he was thirty years of age
or until he established a home of his owti.
From early manhood he lived in the West. For
a few years he was employed

in

bridge building

for railroads. His proficiency in that work brought
him the oflfer of a good position witli large opportunities for the future, but he refused to consider
employment which would require his services on

Sundays.

While

in

Hamilton County, Nebraska, he took up

a homestead, was married there, and he and his
wife settled down to work their claim. Thereafter
for a dozen years or so he alternately followed
farming and carpentering, and in the meantime his
parents came out to Nebraska and located in the
same county and spent the rest of their days there.
From that time in his youth when he united wdth
the Presbyterian Church the life of James M. May
was distinguished for his earnestness and zeal and
In 1889
his devotion to the great cause of Christ.
he entered the official work of the church as a Sunday School missionary. His first labors were performed in New Mexico, where he spent six months,
then for nearly twenty yeqrs he was employed in
the presbyteries of Western Kansas, where his
name became familiar to nearly every Presbyterian
home and others as well. Before removing to Manhattan in 1907 he lived at Lincoln and Minneapolis,
Kansas, those two towns being his home during his
many years of connection with the Presbyterian
Board of Sabbath School Work.
In Western Kansas numerous Sunday schools and
churches have become permanent organizations and
stand as monuments to his labor. The following
brief report of his work was found among his
161 new schools organized and 35 repapers:
vived, with 897 teachers and 7,88.3 scholars; 549
mission schools and 401 church schools visited and
encouraged; 607 Bibles and Testaments, and 10,621
books of the board distributed, and 375,313 pages
of religious tracts and papers given away: 9,421
homes visited; 2,452 addresses made; 215 conversions
made in Gospel meetings held with mission schools;
117.100 miles traveled in doing the work; Presby
terian churches developed from Sunday schools
organized Kanapolis, j^fundon (Bohemian"), Elkliorn, Ilnrniony, Aurora, Spring Valley, La Plata
TNew Mexico)
Presbyterian mission's developed,
Shiloh, Summerville, Pleasant Ridge, Walnut Grove,
Stagg Creek, Lindsey; Methodist churches developed. Langley, Appleville, Macyville, Talmage;
Evangelical churches developed at Vine Creek and
Longford; United Brethren churches at Elm Grove
and Molvillp; and C.prman Baptist at Russell in all
twenty-seven churches.
"They that are wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament, and they that turn many to
To "turn
righteousness as the stars forever."
manv to ritrhteousness" the late Mr. May made the
mission of his life. He was a wonderful personal
worker, his influence was marvelous and will abide.
He exemplified in faith and practice the essentials
of the Christian life, and his o\vn career is a splendid
testimony to the power of goodness actuated by
Christian principles.

—

;

—

"The

dear Lord's best interpreters

Are humble'human

souls;

The Gospel of a life like his
Is more than books and scrolls."

May was united in marFye. Six children were born
to them:
Gertrude, a popular teacher in the primary department of the Manhattan City schools;
Nellie, postmistress at the Kansas State Agricultural College; Jesse D., in charge of the farm near
Manhattan which is now the home of the family;
Mary, who completed the high school course in the
State School for the Blind and afterwards took a
two years' post-graduate course; John M., who
graduated from the Kansas State Agricultural College in 1910 ami is now at the head of the departJanuary

riage with

15,

1878, Mr.

Lucy

ment of the

J.

Siliool

of

.Vgriculturo at

Hiver

Falls,

Wisconsin; and Henry, who died when ten years old.
Mrs. May, who survived her husband, resides
with the family at Manhattan, was born in Pennsylvania April" 6, 1856, daughter of John H. and
Mary (Reynolds) Fye. Her parents were born in
Pennsylvania, and when she was seven years of age
they moved to Illinois, and ten years later to
Nebraska, settling in Hamilton County, where Mrs.
May liveil until her marriage. In ancestry she
inherits Pennsylvania Dutch stock through her
father and English through her mother. Mrs. May
and her children are all members of the Presbyterian Church except John M., who in the absence
of a Presbyterian church in his community affiliates with the Congregational Society.

George A. Greene, M. D. One of the most widely
of Kansas is Dr. George A.
Greene, of Wichita, proprietor of Greene 's PathoHe is a
logical Laboratory for cancer research.
physician of wide experience and learning, and has
been in practice in Kansas for the last fifteen years.

known physicians

Few men

enter the medical profession with a betIn his early
career he was a teacher, later studied law, but never
practiced it, and laid a very scholarly foundation
to his work in the medical field.
He was born in
Jackson County, West Virginia. After leaving the
public schools he entered Anthens College at Athens,
West Virginia, where he completed the course, and
followed this with another course in Barbersville
For several years he taught in different
College.
parts of his native state, and then began the study
of law. He was admitted to the bar in Kentucky.
The knowledge of law has proved valuable to him
in various ways, though he has never practiced it
He had realized in the meantime
as a profession.
that his real inclination and natural talents were
for medicine.
After coming to Kansas in 1902 he was in general practice for a time, but on moving to Wichita
he concentrated all his efforts upon his specialty.
In fact the purpose guiding him when he chose
the medical profession was that he niisrht assist in
To that end
the solution of the cancer problem.
he has lieoii studying and experinicntiiig for many
After coming to Wichita he established
years.
Green 's Pathological Laboratory for cancer research, an institution devoted to the non-surgical
treatment of cancer. This is located at 1306 North
Market Street. Few institutions of the kind have
a better record as to results. Cancer patients from
nearly every state in the Union have been treated
there, and apart from individual cures Doctor
Greene has contributed a largo amount of knowledge
to the problem connected with the cure and treatter

equipment than Doctor Greene.

ment of this malignant disease.
During his college career Doctor Greene perfected
himself in Greek, Latin, German and French. On
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1905, he married Miss

6,

who was born
one

in Lane
son, J. Orville.

Alma

County, Kansas.

E. Taylor,

They have

Calvin M. Hill. One of the long established business houses of Topeka, and one which has established
itself firmly in the confidence of the public by reason
of the honorable manner in which its affairs have
been conducted, is the wholesale wall paper and
Mr. Hill
retail paint business of Calvin M. Hill.
has been a resident of Kansas for thirty-four years,
having come here with his parents in 1882, and,
with the exception of four years has been identified
with the painting and decorating business throughout his career. His present enterprise was started
in a small way sixteen years ago, and from its
start has prospered and developed.
Mr. Hill was born at Carrollton,

Greene County,

niinois, October 27, 1867, and is one of eight children (of whom six are still living) born to Samuel
B. and Mary (Hutchins) Hill. His parents came to
Kansas in 1882, locating at Marion, where his father
was engaged in the painting business until his death.
The mother still survives. Calvin M. Hill was
primarily educated in the public schools of Illinois
and was fifteen years of age when he accompanied
his parents to Kansas. He was graduated from the

Marion High School

in 1889, subsequently spending
one year in study at the State Normal School, Emporia, and thus prepared himself for teaching, which
he thought to make his regular calling at the outset of his career. For three years he taught in the
country schools and was then made principal of the
school at Marion, but after one year in the latter
capacity turned his attention to the painting, paper
hanging and decorating business. Mr. Hill learned
the mechanical part of this calling under the preceptorship of his father, and in 1900 embarked in
business at Topeka, in a small store on Seventh
His unflagging energy and excellent workStreet.
manship soon attracted to his concern a good custom and Mr. Hill found it necessary to enlarge his
establishment, erjuipment and stock. This has since
occurred on several occasions, and the concern is
now one of the leaders in its line in the city. Mr.
Hill not only does all kinds of high class painting,
paper hanging and decorating, but sells paint, glass,
oils, etc., in a retail way, and has built up a large
business in handling wall paper wholesale.
His
name upon a piece of work is an assurance of high
(|ualify and an evidence of perfect fulfillment of
contract, and in 'business circles he is well known
for his integrity.
From 1909 until 1916 Mr. Hill
had a second establishment, located at Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma but this he disposed of in the latter
year. A democrat in his political views, he is primarily a business man and not a politician, although
while living at Marion he held several minor offices.
Mr. Hill holds membership in the Knights and Ladies
of Security, the United Commercial Travelers, the
Rotary Club and the Commercial Club, and is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite and Royal Arch Mason
and a Noble of the Mystic Shrine.
In 1891 Mr. Hill was married to Miss Mabel
Foote, of Marion, Kansas, and they have three children: J. Jay, Harriet and Margaret. Mr. and Mrs.
Hill and their children are members of the
Episcopal
Church.

William H. Reed. By reason of the extent and
quality of his usefulness, his commercial soundness
and acumen, his public spirit, his integrity, and his
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nearness to the fundamental requirements of citizenship, William H. Reed affords in his career an excellent and encouraging example of success
gained
through the proper use of every day abilities and

opportunities. He laboriously climbed every round of
the mercantile ladder, and so ably did he" make use
of his opportunities, that he was able to retire from
activities in tlie evening of life, and is now quietly

residing at his comfortable home at Topeka.
Mr. Reed was born at Bedford, Pennsylvania, January 30, 1830, and has been a resident of Kansas
since 1869.
He was one of three children born to
Dr. William and Elizabeth (Reed) Reed; natives of
Pennsylvania, and not related before their marriage.
Doctor Reed was a jihysician and surgeon, and followed his profession throughout his life in the Keystone state.
After securing his education in the
public schools of Bedford, William H. Reed mastered
the carpenter's trade, at which he worked until a
severe injury to his hand caused him to seek some
other occupation.' As a young man he had gone to
Warsaw, Illinois, where he was married June 9, 1853,
to Miss Elizabeth Davis, who was born at Watertown,
New York, daughter of Luther H. and Nancy H.
(Bliss) Davis, natives respectively of Pittsfield and
Her
Rutland, V'ermont, and pioneers of Illinois.
uncle, a native of Vermont, and an early pioneer in
York state, was a soldier in the War of 1812, and he
told many interesting stories of early American history still remembered by Mrs. Reed. He settled near
Lafargeville on a fai-m, where he resided untU his
Another of her
death, at the age of eighty-four.
uncles, the Rev. E. W. Bliss, was a Baptist minister at
Philadelphia and later of Washington, District of
Columbia, where he died at the age of ninety-four,
after having preached for sixty-three years.
Luther
Davis took his family from New York state overland
by way of wagon as far as Ottawa, Illinois, and there
selling the wagons and other paraphernalia, embarked on a boat down the Illinois River and thence
up the Mississippi to Warsaw, where for many years
Mr. Davis was prominent as a commission merchant,
buying goods all over the surrounding country. Mrs.

Luther Davis had two sisters:
Mrs. Capt. James
Comstock, wife of a Civil war veteran; and Mrs.
Mrs. Reed had three brothers in the
Filley .Tenner.
Civil war.
One, Edwin, was captured during Sherman 's march to the sea and was starved and frozen
to death in Libby prison, though shortly before he
died he was removed to David's Island. Her oldest
brother, Emmerson Davis, after Lincoln was assassinated, was taken for .7. Wilkes Booth on account
of a striking resemblance to that notorious assassin,
and he barely escaped with his life. He was arrested
and closely guarded until he was identified and the
real Wilkes Booth had been discovered.
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Reed had four children:
B. P. Reed, a prominent wholesale business man at
Ellensburg, Washington, is president of the Cascade
Irrigation Canal and an extensive land holder in
Ellensburg and Seattle; he is also prominent in the
Masonic order, and has two children; Emma, who
married W. M. Dignon has four children; Nona, who
became Mrs. Quinon has one child, Joseph, of
Topeka; Etta Gertrude, who died in infancy.
For a numl)er of years after their marriage Mr.
and Mrs. Reed resided at Warsiiw, Illinois, and were
there during the Civil war.
In 1S69 they sold their
grocery store and came to Topeka on the Union
Pacific Railway, crossing the river on the old corduroy bridge. They bought property at 912 Kansas
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Avenue, on which they built the home whii'h they still
own.
Subsequently Mr. Reed entered the furniture
business at 510 Kansas Avenue witli U. F. Keed, and
the business was built up to large i)rojiortions, the
U. F. Reed
partnership continuing for nine years.
then sold his interest to Mr. Tonilinson, who continued with William H. Keed for nine years, following which Mr. Reed carried on the business alone for
In the meantime he
a liku period and tlien retired.
had been investing heavily in real estate and farm
lands, and these interests became so important as to
demand all his attention, although the furniture business had been a most successful one and had made
Mr. Reed one of the leading merchants of Topeka.

Mr.

Reed

now

living in retirement, having
reached his eighty-seventh year. Although he has not
been in good health for the last year or two he is still
remarkably well preserved and takes a keen interest
He is a rein all matters affecting his community.
publican, but has never been a politician, and his only
is

public office has been that of constable, which he
lie has no
held while residing at Warsaw, Illinois.
In business circles he is
fraternal connections.
looked up to and respected as a man of high principles
and absolute integrity. During the active years of
his life he gave of his money, his ability and his time
in the support of movements for civic and general
betterment and deserves an established place among
the men who made Topeka the great city that it is
today.

Mrs. Reed remembers

many

interesting stories in

regard to the struggles which she and Mr. Reed had
in getting a foothold in the early days.
For a number of years, to aid her husband, she conducted a
boarding house, and as the hostess of .such entertained many senators and representatives as well as
other prominent men of young Kansas.
Perhaps in
this way she developed her extraordinary business
ability, for she now handles all of her husband 's
property interests in a manner that leaves no doubt
as to her acumen and good judgment. They have two
farms, each of 160 acres, also considerable city property, including two houses, one on Twelfth and Clay
streets and the other at 617 West Tenth Street":
their own residence and another dwelling at 934

Quincy Street.
Mrs. Reed has been a Methodist all her life and has
been active in religious and charitable work. She is
a charter member of the Ladies Auxiliary of the

Grand Army of the Republic, and was president and
of the ladies branch of the Young
Christian Association at Topeka before the
Young Women's Christian Association was formed.
She also belongs to the Maccabees, and is a charter
member of the Toltec Rites of the Masonic Order.
vice

jiresident

Men 's

here that he attended his first term of school, and
completed his education largely by private study
until lie qualified as a teacher and taught in several
schools in Kentucky. When the Civil war threatened
the destruction of the Union and the families of
his neighborhood were rent by dissenting political
opinions, he cast his lot with the Union, and in July,
1861, became a member of Company I, Second Regiment, Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, of which he had
been one of the organizers. At the time of the organization of the company he was made orderly sergeant,
and later he was promoted second, and then first
lieutenant, and during the last three years of active
service commanded his, and incomi)lcte fragments
Mr. McDermott participated in
of other companies.
the battle of Mill Springs, Kentucky, anil Fort Donelson; arrived too late to get into action at Shiloh;
was in the Vickburg campaign, and then took part in
the engagement at Chickamauga, where he received

a severe gun-shot wound througli the groin, from
which he has ever since been a sufferer. In November
he had recovered sufficiently to rejoin his' command,
and although he was compelled to be carried to the
front by soldiers, fought as commander of his company in the severe engagement of Missionary Ridge.
He continued under the command of General Thomas
After the
thereafter until the close of the war.
battle of Chickamauga, his command was mounted,
and from that time forward he had under his orders
250 men employed in scout duty. Later ^Mr. McDermott fought in the battles of Franklin and Nashville, his last, and received his honorable discharge
when peace was declared.
Returning to Kentucky, Mr. McDermott began the
study of law at Vanceburg in the office of George
Thomas, then a judge and later a congressman.
After being admitted to the bar he practiced at
Vanceburg until the spring of 1870 when he moved
to Kansas, took up a claim near Dexter, and engaged
in practice at Winfield.
He was married in Vanceburg to Miss Mary Bertram and to this marriage
James A., county
there were born three children
attorney of Cowley Count_v and city attorney of Winfield; Catherine, who is now Mrs. John G. Davidson;
and Mary. Soon after his arrival in Kansas, Mr.
:

McDermott became

subsequently married Miss
he became the father
Thomas and William F.
Mr. McDermott is one of
of Kansas, and by religion
man of undoubted integrity,
and with courage that has

whom

Hon. James McDermott. The career of James
McDermott, now a retired resident of the City of
has been one remarkable in many ways,
his life story contains many interesting chapters.
From newsboy on the streets of New York to leading

Winfield.

and

lawyer and member of the Kansas Legislature, his
.active career led him through many of the most
important battles of the Civil war, as well as through
the struggles of political life, and through it all he
h.is maintained a reputation for courage, fidelity and
absolute fearlessness.

Mr. McDermott was born in Kew York City, New
York, June 6, 1841, and is a son of Hugh McDermott,
who was a native of Ireland and who became an
extensive contractor in this country.
He was taken
to Kentucky when about twelve years of age. It was

interested

in

politics,

and was

He
recognized to be constructed of official timber.
was sent to the Kansas Legislature and was county
for
attorney for Cowley County and city attorney
Winfield. Mr. McDermott built up a large law practice, but in 1912, owing to declining health and
advancing years, retired from the active practice of
his profession and was succeeded by his son, James
A. Mr. McDermott 's first wife died in 1883, and he
Tirzali Henderson, by
of two children: George

the stalwart republicans
is a Baptist.
He is a
of very ajjgressive views
been proven in actual

battle and in legal and civic strife. His predominating characteristics are, perhaps, his uncompromising
honesty and his antagonism to anything savoring of
double dealing or chicanery.
George Thomas McDermott a son of James
McDermott by his second marriage, was named after
the Union general and the man under whom his
father read law.
He is himself one of the rising
lawyers of Kansas, and is now a member of the well
known Topeka law firm of Stone & McDermott.
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Enoch Hassebroek.

As proprietor

of

a

large

Enoch Hassebroek
general store, at Riley, Kansas,
is a leading factor in the town's commercial life.
The business of modern merchandising is a more or
less complex one and experience counts for much.
Mr. Hassebroek was carefully trained by his merchant father and for the past fifteen years has been
at the head of his own establishment. The modern
merchant needs large capital behind him because,
an account of the awakened demands of twentieth
the
century customers, he must go to the ends of
world to secure his goods, and he must know how
to buy closely, and watchful of the markets, in
order to sell profitably. Mr. Hassebroek 's reputation for reliable merchandise has carried his name
He was born
all over this section of the country.
in
County, Illinois, July 4, 1872, and is a son
Ogle

W. and Ida (Groenhagen) Hassebroek.
Casper W. Hassebroek was born in Oldersum,
Prussia-Oermany, August 23, 1S36, and died in Riley
Ann
County, Kansas. He was a son of 'William and
the United
(Freerks) Hassebroek, who emigrated to
States in 1853 and settled in Ogle County, Illinois,
where they spent their last years. Their family
contained the following children: Fritje, Frederick,
Johanna, Wiemke, Casper W., Albretje, David, Grytie and Wilkea.
Casper W. was seventeen years old
when he accompanied his parents to the United
In his own
States and to Ogle County, Illinois.
land he had attended the excellent schools and in
mental preparation was far beyond youths of his
own age among the farmer boys in Ogle County.
There he followed agricultural pursuits until 1874,
when he came to Riley County, Kansas, subsequently
purchasing 160 acres, situated in Madison Township.
This land he cultivated until 1877, when he came to
the Village of Riley where he was one of the pioneer
merchants. He was not only a successful merchant
and efficient financier, but a man whose strict integof all who
rity won for him the esteem and respect
knew him. He was one of the founders of many
enterprises and the eneourager of many civic movements that advanced th& place in which he chose
to make his home and his name will long be
of Casper

remembered.
While a resident of Hlinois, Casper W. Hassebroek
was married to Ida Groenhagen, who survives him.
She was born in Sickwerum, Ostfriesland, Hanover,
Germany, November 17, 1838, and came to the
United States with her parents in 1857. To the
above marriage the following children were born:

who

died in infancy; Grytie (Hattie), a
a resident of Riley; Anna, who is the
wife of Frank O. Clark, who is a farmer in Madison Township; Hermina, who is deceased; William
(2), who is a resident of Salt Lake City, Utah;
Enoch; Mary, who is the wife of Doctor Goodwin,
of Riley; Lydia, who is deceased; Johannas, who
lives at Riley; and Ida, who lives at Clay Center.
Enoch Hassebroek may almost be claimed as a
native by Kansas as he was only two years old
when brought to the state and has lived here ever
since and all his interests are here. He received a
good common school education and then entered his
father's store and was trained to be a merchant.
In 1901 he embarked in business for himself and
now operates a first class general store, conducting
it along the same honorable lines that his father
established many years ago.
Mr. Hassebroek was married in 1896 to Miss Ellen
Griffith, a lady of Welsh ancestry, and they have

William,

widow, who

is
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He is a member of the Presbyterian
In politics he is a republican and frateris an Odd Fellow and a Master Mason.

five children.

Church.
nally he

Robert C. Foulston, while one of the younger members of the Wichita bar, has made a name for himself by the able manner in which he has handled
some important cases, and he has also been retained
in the interests of the city government in a number of important trials.'
A native of Kansas, born at Leoti, Robert C.
Foulson started life \vith a sound physical training
and environment, and with a liberal education. In
1908 he graduated from the high school at Moline,
Kansas, then entered the liberal arts department
of the Kansas State University, and soon transferred his studies to the law department, where
he graduated June 7, 1911, with the degree LL. B.
Since September, 1911, Mr. Foulston has been in
he formed
practice at Wichita. In December, 1915,
a partnership vnth William E. Pepperell, a son of
W. H. L. Pepperell, the internal revenue collector
for this district. The firm is now Foulston & PepFrom April 7, 1913, to April 7, 1915, Mr.
perell.
Foulston served as city prosecutor.
In March, 1915, he "married .Tuanita W. Taylor.
Mrs. Foulston is the daughter of Dr. O. J. Taylor,
who for many years was in active practice as a
in that city
physician at Wichita, having located
in the early '80s.
Sadlier

J.

HoDGixs.

In the practical everyday busi-

few Topeka citizens have achieved better
and have succeeded in making their careers

ness world

results
more effective in the face of obstacles

and through
constant and hard fighting than Sadlier J. Hodgins.
Mr. Hodgins is now head of one of the large commercial establishments in Topeka and has been
promineittly identified with the business and civic
life of that citv for a number of years.
He was born in County Tipperary, Ireland, June
After the death of his mother in the old
1, 1867.
countrv the family emigrated to the United States
in 1877 and came direct to Topeka, where his father
William R. Hodgins followed farming and stock raisWilliam
ing in Dover Township of Shawnee County.
R. Hodgins, who died in ISSl, belonged to a very
old
prominent family in Ireland, and while in the
country was a banker and employer of men. He
and his wife had a large family of children, as
William H., now deceased; Georgina E.,
follows:
wife of Walter Richards of Topeka; Charles J., deceased; Lillie G., Mrs. George H. Chessman, of Pasadena, California; Hugh A., of Topeka; Richard F.
of Topeka; Sadlier J.; Tottenham H. of Doylestown,
Pennsylvania; J. Arthur of Topeka; and Fred H. of

Kansas

City.

Sadlier J. Hodgins has known no other home than
Kansas since he was ten years of age. From the
time he was eleven he had to depend upon his own
efforts and if any man can be called self-made he
When he was about sixteen
deserves that title.
vears of age he found employment in the surveying
is one
"department of the Santa Fe Railway, and
among many successful Kansas men who had a part
of their early experience with that great railway
He was connected with the railroad work
system'.
He was next appointed a
for about seven years.
carrier in the Topeka postoffice and for fifteen years
was one of the popular postmen of the city.
Following that he made his experience count in a
business wav and for two vears was salesman for
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the Topeka Paper Company. In ]907 he was elected
register of deeds of Shawnee County, and by reelection filled that office with admirable eiKciency for
four years. Curing his first term in the office he
organized the Central Paper Comjiany, which subsequentl.v bought the Topeka l^aper Company and the
two were consolidated under the name of the Central

This is now one of the
largest establishments of its kind in the State of
Kansas, and Mr. Hodgins is president and treasurer.
Besides his particijiation in local politics and his
ser\-ice as register of deeds, Mr. Hodgins has constantly used his influence in behalf of the commercial
and civic welfare of Topeka, and in 1912 was president of the Tojieka Commercial Club. He is also a
member of the Country Club, and in politics is a
He stands high in Masonic circles,
republican.
being a past master of the Lodge, past high priest
of the Chapter, is a Knight Templar York Rite
Mason and a thirty-second (iegree Scottish Rite and
also belongs to the Mystic Shrine.
In 1895 he married Jessie L. Burgess. Her father.
Colonel James Burgess, was a prominent early
pioneer of Kansas, served as a lieutenant colonel in
the regiment of Indiana volunteers of which Ben-

Topeka Paper Company.

jamin Harrison was colonel, and he succeeded Har-

when the latter was made a brigadier general.
and Mrs. Hodgins are members of the First
Christian Church at Topeka.
rison

Jlr.

Archie W. Long. Of the men who have contributed to the business importance and civic
development of the various thriving communities of Kansas,
one the value of whose services may not be gainsaid
is Archie W. Long, of Manhattan.
resident of this
city for nearly a quarter of a century, he was for a
long period identified with the milling interests here,
and now has large oil holdings and directs his energies
toward the development of his interprises connected
with that indu.stry. If he has been a contributor to
the business development of the
community, he has
done even a greater ser\-ice in the luie" of civic
advancement, for it was during his term in the
mayoralty chair that Manhattan's present excellent

A

and sewerage systems were inaugurated.

street

Mr. Long is a native of West Virginia, born at
Ravenswood, Jackson County, March 17, 1872, a son
of George W. and America E.
(King) Long, who
still reside at
Ravenswood, where their sons were
reared.
The family is an old and respected one of
the Old Dominion State, and an
interesting bit of its
is
found in the fact that the paternal grandhistory
mother of Archie W. Long, a native of
Culpeper
County, Virginia, as a young lady of fourteen vears
of age, in 1822 was a guest at a
reception held in
honor of LaFayette, the French friend of America
and patriot general. George W. Long has
long been
engaged in blacksmithing and wagonmaking at
Ravenswood, and from him his son inherits a decided
mechanical turn of mind.
Archie W. Long was given a public school education,

and as a young man learned the
milling busiall its branches.
At the age of nineteen vears,

ness in

he left the parental bome to begin the battle of
life for himself and went to North Dakota, where he

remained for two years, engaged in
In
milling.
August. 1892. he came to Manliattan, Kansas, where
he has since resided ami whore he has risen to a
high
On locatposition in business and political affairs.
at
he
became
the
founder
ing
Manhattan,
of the
Manhattan Milling Company, with which he continued
to be identified until 1903' and then
disposed of his

interests.

Subsequently, for ten years, he was a
of the Long-Barner Milling Company, retirFor two
ing from the milling business in 1913.
years thereafter, he was engaged in farming, and
March 1, 1915, turned his attention to the oil industry.
His business ventures have been attended by gratifying success.
In matters concerning the public welfare, Mr.
Long
has always manifested a commendable spirit.
In
he is a democrat, and has always been active
jiolitics
in the councils of his party in Riley
County, taking
the lead in political campaigns and bearing much of
the burden of losing fights, his party
being in the
minority in the county. He was twice the candidate
of the democrats for the Kansas
Legislature, but,
although on each occasion he made a credible race,
was unsuccessful of election, and, in fact, made the
camimigns without any great hope of overcoming
the great republican majority.
In the city of Manhattan, however, he has been more successful.
He
was elected a member of the city council for one
was
sent to the mayoralty chair for
term, and, later,
one term. As the chief executive of the city administration he rendered acceptable and important servas after years have witnessed.
ice,
During his
administration many excellent measures were inaugurated and carried through to a successful issue, even
against the strongest opposition, chief among which
were sanitary and street improvements.
The city,
at the time he went into office was without
sewerage,
and Mayor Long installed a sewerage system
and improved the water works toward the end of
raising the sanitary conditions of the city to the
highest standard, now the pride of Manhattan.
No
less commendable and
important was the stand he
took in the matter of street improvements, which he
undertook and successfully carried out.
Street improvements then and subsequently made have made
Manhattan one of Kansas' cities of best improved
thoroughfares, thus adding not only to the comfort
and convenience of its people, but to civic beauty
aad sanitation. Mr. Long is a thirty-second degree
Mason and a Noble of the Mystic Shrine.

member

In 1903 Mr. Long wai married to Miss Laura
Engel, a daughter of the late Carl Engel, a pioneer
and for years a highly respected citizen of Manhattan, where Mrs. Long was born, reared and educated.

Henry H. Quantic.

One of the

well

known and

highly respected citizens of Riley, Kansas, is Henry
H. Quantic, a substantial retired farmer. For thirtytwo years he has been a resident of Kansas and
during this time has witnessed many wonderful
changes, and he has done his part in bringing about
many that have been beneficial. He was born in the
old Town of Kingsbury, in Somersetshire. Kngland,
.lune 10, 1841.
His parents, who lived and died in
Kngland, were Job and Hannah (Bonning") Quantic,
who had a family of thirteen children, five of whom
reached mature years. Henry H. was the eldest of
the sons, the others being: Thomas G.. John, Job
and Samuel, and of these, Henry H., Thomas and
Job, the last named being deceased all came to

America.

Henry H. Quantic was the

first

of his family to

Ocean to the TTnited States, liiakBradford, an Englishman, who had previously
ing the voyage in 1862, at the instance of Job
located on a farm in New York and there prospered. During a visit to his native land he proposed
to Henry H. Quantic a plan whereby the
young
cross the Atlantic
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man

could borrow from him the

sum needed for

his

president successively of the Pueblo National Bank
at Pueblo, Colorado.
Selling his interests there
in November, 1892, he returned to the First National Bank at Winfield.
One of the greatest achievements of his
banking
career was his work as receiver of the First National Bank of Arkansas City, Kansas.
He was
appointed receiver July 3, 1893, by the late James
H. Eckles, who was then comptroller of the curIn less
rency under Cleveland's administration.
than eight months he had reopened the
bank, in
February, 1894, and had paid every depositor in
full, and with 4 per cent interest.
Having accomplished this task in so satisfactory a manner Mr.
Robinson returned to the First National Bank of
Winfield as cashier, and was associated with that
institution until he sold his interests in 1899.
In
that year he engaged in the wholesale
grocery
business at Winfield, and conducted it until
January,
1902, when he came to Wichita.
At Wichita Mr. Robinson organized the National
Bank of Wichita, serving as cashier until September
1, 1905.
During the year 1906 he organized the
Wichita State Bank, the Merchants State Bank of
Wichita, and the National Bank of Commerce of
Wellington, and had all three of them in a flourishing condition before he sold his interests in 1910.
In that year he organized the Security State Bank
of Wichita, of which he is now president, and he
was also president of the Reserve State Bank of
Wichita, which he organized in 1912.
His last
achievement in financial affairs was the organization in 1916 of the Kansas Cattle Loan Company
of Wichita.
On April 27, 1880, Mr. Robinson married Miss
Ella K. Holmes of Winfield. They have one daughter, Edith L.

traveling expenses and repay it by working on Mr.
Bradford's farm for $10 per month. The offer was
accepted and duly carried out and it seemed so sensible a plan that subsequently Mr. Quantie brought
his brother Thomas to the United States under like
conditions, and two years later, in 1868, also aided
his brother Job in the same way.
Mr. Quantie continued to follow farming in New
York until 18S4, when he came to Riley County,
Kansas, settling in Wild Cat Township, in the Valley of the Wild Cat. There he secured land which
he subsequently developed into a fine farm and
through hard work, frugality and good business
management added greatly to his original holding
and became one of the county's large landowners.
For a number of years he engaged profitably in
farming and stock raising, but the time came when
ease and comfort began to look attractive and
therefore he sold his country property and moved
into the pleasant Town of Eiley, retiring entirely
from active business.
In 1868 Mr.'Quantic was married to Dorcas Ann
Trebley, who was then a resident of New York, but
her birth took place in England, April 2, 1S42. To
this marriage the following children were born:
Charles H., Florence A., Effie T., Maude E. and
Myrtle Hannah. Both Mr. and Mrs. Quantie are
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and
they are counted among the most active and benevolent residents of their Christian body.
In politics
Mr. Quantie casts his vote with the republican
party but has never consented to hold a public
His life has been one of industry and honoffice.
esty, with strict regard for the rights of others,
and temperate in all things and a strict observer
of the moral code, he has reached advanced age in
good health and thereby is able to fully enjoy the
ease which is his portion and which he has earned.

I

George W. Robinson of Wichita has been a Kansan
His first work in this state was as an
educator at Winfield, continuing from June, 1876, to
He soon turned to the more congenial
.Tune, 1879.
work of a business career. The field in which his
energies have found their most successful issues
has been in banking, and there are a number of
flourishing institutions in the state which were organized or at some time in their career have
received the benefit of his excellent judgment and

James Cuthbert. One of the oldest and best known
general contractors in the state is James Cuthbert
of Toneka, which city has been his home and the center of his widely extended activities more than
thirty-five years. As his name indicates, Mr. Cuthbert is a sturdy Scotchman, and his many associates
and friends in Kansas say that he exemplifies all the
best traits of the race.

forty years.

financial ability.

Born February 20, 1855, in Piqua, Ohio, he went
to Illinois when a boy and was a student in Hedding
Collp"" fit Ab'nfdnn. in that state, unt'l 1S7.'?. While
in Hlinois he taught in the country schools of
•

MacDonoush, Fulton and Adams

counties, and dur-

ing the school years of 1874-75-76 was principal
of schools at LaPrairie, Hlinois.
He next accepted the superintendency of the
schools of Winfield, Kansas, and held that position
from June, 1876, to June, 1879. In June of the
latter vear he became associated with his uncle,
M. L. Read, and brothers, M. L. and W. C. RobinSince
son, in the M. L. Beads Bank at Winfield.
then his business record has been almost exclusively
in the fie'd of banking.
In July, 1884, the M. L.
Reads Bank was merged into the First National
Bank of Winfield, vtdth M. L. Read, president; M. L.
Robinson, vice president; W. C. Robinson, cashier;
and George W. Robinson as assistant cashier. Later
he was promoted to vice president and cashier.
During the years 1901-02 he was cashier and
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.

He was born

in

Nairnshire,

Scotland, July 14,

1849, a son of James and Jane (Bowie) Cuthbert,
who spent their lives in Scotland. He grew up
among his native hills and heather, had a public
school education, and after reaching his maiority
attended evening schools in Glasgow.
At Elgin,
Scotland, he served a four years' apprenticeship at
stone cutting, and subsequently worked as a journeyman in Glasgow.
In order that he niisht find those abundant opportunities which he had long heard existed in America,
he carefully saved his money to enable him to cross
the Atlantic and make a home in the New World.
Through the influence of Mr. Coats, whose name is
familiar throughout the world as the inventor of
the Coats thread, he went to Canada in March, 1872,
and for a time worked at Peterboro, Ontario. After
six months in Canda he came to the United
States,
and for about a year followed his trade in Cincinnati. It was in Cincinnati that he made the acquaintance of the late John Sargent, who for many
years was his associate in the contracting business
at Topeka. From Cincinnati Mr. Cuthbert went to
Indianapolis, and after working at his trade took

up contracting. During the panic of 1873 he experienced some difiSculty in obtaining all his savings
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from the bank which had temporarily closed. His
next location was in St. Louis, where he began
working on the government postofBce, and was afterwards at Little Rock.
From Little Rock in July, 1879, Mr. Cuthbert arrived in Topeka. His first work here was in setting
stone on the west wing of the State Capitol. Afterwards he was a sub-contractor on the Topeka Federal
Building and the Kansas City Federal Building. In
1S83 he became a member of the contracting firm of
Smith, Sargent & Company. Three years later when
Mr. Smith moved to California, the firm became
Cuthbert & Sargent, and that was the title of the

firm of general contractors known all over the
Since that
State of Kansas until March 1, 1910.
date Mr. Cuthbert has been head of the contracting
tirm of Cuthbert & Sons. Cuthbert & Sons built the
Rice County Court House at Lyons, Kansas, the
court house at Phillipsburg, Kansas, a school building at Hays for the State of Kansas, a church at
Lyons, and numerous other public and private
structures including the Loman Hill M. E. Church
at Topeka. The firm also has the contract for building the new Lincoln Junior High School at Topeka.
During his long residence in Kansas Mr. Cuthbert has been distiguished by his constant industry
and readiness to aid in all laudable undertakings
for the benefit of Kansas. In politics he is a republican. While away from his home city on a visit to
Scotland he was elected a member of the Topeka
School Board. He is a Presbyterian, a Knight Templar Mason and Shriner and a member of the Modern
Woodmen of America. For thirty years he has
served as a trustee in the Presbyterian Church of

Topeka.

On May 29, 1877, he married Samantha C. FitzTo their union have been born eleven
Mary Jane, Mrs. A. C. McKitriek; Jessie
May, Mrs. N. G. Edelblut; Katie Bell; William
F.; Mabel, Mrs. A. G. Punham: James R.; John A.;
George M.: Charles D.; Elsie W.; and Robert, who
patrick.
children:

died in infancy. Several of the sons are members
of Cuthbert & Sons and for years have been actively
associated with their father.

Charles Reynolds Love.

A

former Topeka

citi-

zen well remembered for his activity in business and
his benevolence and splend'd character was the late
Charles Reynolds Love.
Mr. Love came to Kansas
a great many years ago, and spent many years in
Toreka, where he died April '[5, 1910.
He was of an old and prominent Pennsylvania
family and was born at Nevrcastle in that state
August 23. 1848. His parents were .Tohn Brown and
Maria fChenoweth) Love, both natives of Pennsylvania. Maria Chenoweth was the daughter of Arthur
and Maria (Reynolds) Chenoweth, both of whom were
This branch of the Chenoweth
natives of Virginia.
family is descended in direct line from Oliver CromThe Clienoweths were among the first settlers
well.
around Newcastle, Pennsylvania, and the old farm
owned by the family included land on which the courthouse now stands. The Chenoweth family has furnished many statesmen and makers of history all
down the line. Cliarles R. I^ove had two brothers who
saw active service in the Civil war. Alfred W., one
of these brothers, is now deceased, and George PearAlfred was in Sherman's
son lives in California.
army, participated in the great Atlanta campaign
and the march to the sea, having enlisted from Illinois.
George Pearson ran away from home at the

There was also
age of sixteen in order to enlist.
one sister who died at the age of eighteen years.
Charles R. Love received his early education in
the poblic schools of Newcastle, Pennsylvania, and
Laharpe, Illinois. His father for a time was a hat
maker in Illinois, and afterwards engaged in the
mercantile business at Newcastle until death.
The
first business experience of C. R. Love was in a nail
factory at Youngstown, Ohio. One of the proprietors
of that factory was his uncle. The business was conducted under the name of Brown, Bonnell & Company,
and the old organization is now part of the United
States Steel Corporation.
This firm conducted large
I)lants both in Newcastle, Pennsylvania, and Youngstown, Ohio.
Mr. Love was in that line of business in the East
until 1876.
He married Alice J. Houk, a daughter of
John and .Tane (Fulkerson) Houk, natives respecJohn Houk
tively of New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

was an early settler at Newcastle, and his old farm
is still owned by the family.
Mrs. Love's maternal
grandparents possessed strong anti-slavery ideas, and
had left Virginia to avoid association with the instition of slavery.
Arthur Chenoweth brought the first
colored man to Lawrence County, Pennsylvania. This
negro had been given his freedom, but his love for his
former master cau.sed him to live on the same farm
until his death. Mrs. Love 's great-grandfather Houk
was a veteran of the Revolution and her grandfather
was a veteran of the War of 1812. Clare Houk, an
aunt of Mrs. Love, married Captain Leslie, a pioneer
Ohio River steamboat captain and later founder and
proprietor of the Leslie House, a noted old hostelry
at Newcastle, Pennsylvania, which is still standing.
On account of ill health ,lohn Houk brought his
family, consisting of his wife and two sons and
Mr. and Mrs. Love, to Kansas, and secured 320 acres
of raw prairie land sixteen miles from Larncd, which
was their best market place, and seven miles from
Here the various members of the family
Kinsley.
engaged in general farming, and for several years
they lived in a sod house and put up with all the
discomforts associated with early Kansas pioneering.
There were no schools or churches, and neighbors
were few and far between. John Houk died on that
farm August 14, 1887. His son Horace Greeley Houk
had died September 28, 1881, as a result of the hardships incident to the development of a new farm in
Kansas. Mrs. Houk, the mother of Mrs. Love, died
in Topeka September 16, 1896.
All the deceased
members of the family now rest in the Garfield cemetery in Pawnee County.
Two years after coming to Kansas Mr. Love left
the farm and removed to Topeka.
Here he became
identified with the construction department of the
Fe
a
foreman.
After
Santa
the death of
Railway as
Mrs. Love's brother in 1881 he returned and located
in the Town of Kinsley near the old homestead.
There he followed employment as clerk in a hardware
store until the death of Mrs. Love's father, when the
old farm was sold and Mr. and Mrs. Love then removed to Topeka. In the capital city Mr. Love
engaged in the wall paper and interior decorating
business and built up a very large and successful
establishment.
In character he was kindly and generous, was
greatly loved by children and both young and old,

and

w.os

continu.ally sacrificing his

own

interests in

order to be helpful to others. He was also a man of
splendid business judgment, and soon after coming
to Topeka he bought valuable real est.ito at the
corner of Thirteenth and Van Buren streets and built

1^
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there the home which he aiiJ his family occupied for a
home at
quarter of a century. Later he bought tlie

where Mrs. Love
was a republican, was a
charter members of the Knights of Pythias and the
Ancient Order of United Workmen, was a devout
Christian and closely identified with the Methodist
Thirteenth

still

and Harrison

resides.

streets,

Politically he

Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Love had one daughter, Bertie M.
Love, who became the wife of Prof. C. R. Forbes,
of the School of Mines of the Missouri State UniMrs. Forbes was born in Youngstown, Ohio,
versity.
received her early education in Kinsley and Topeka,
Kansas, and became very active in church work and
was a social favorite. Her services and the hold she
had upon the affections of many people made her
death on February 27, 191.'i, almost a public calamity.
She had her father's disposition and qualities of
The late Mr. Love was a man of great
character.
patience and was never known to complain of reverses and hardships. The Rev. Mr. Estey of Topeka,
who had been intimately connected with the family
ever since they took up their home in that city, paid
Mrs. Forbes a beautiful tribute, praising her splendid character, the life of helpfulness and service which
she had led and particularly her charity, unostentatious

and

sincere,

bestowed upon poor and needy

people.

In the ofiice of
J. Carroll Montgomery, M. D.
Doctor Montgomery at Manhattan is a large map
of Riley County showing in detail all the features
of the county and particularly those which are the
work and evidence of man's activities. A number of
different colored pegs or pins are usually found dotted
about over this map.
It is in this way that Doctor Montgomery as
county and city health officer of Manhattan and Riley
County keeps track of the district under his jurisdiction, a glance at one of these charts indicate the
of all infectious diseases prevalent in the
county at the time, and other pegs show the status
of sanitary conditions as to drainage, sanitary equipment, etc.
By means of this and other methods
Doctor Montgomery has a complete and immediate
record or census of health conditions in the county.
He has himself inaugurated many measures for the
protection and safeguarding of public health and
has introduced other systems which have been tried
and approved elsewhere in the state or in other
His own work may be credited with an imstates.
portant share in the reduction of the death rate of
the county. At the same time a campaign of education has been carried on not only among the older
but particularly among the younger generations.
Many of the facts of hygiene and sanitary standards
are now familiar knowledge where a few years ago
they 'were either unknown or ignored. It was Doctor
location

Montgomery who originated

the

so-called

"Junior

' '

in the public schools of
Health Officer System
Riley County and in the state at large. Under this
system every school elects from its pupils one to whom
Doctor Montgomery issues a certificate naming him
junior health officer. Twice each week Doctor Montgomery sends out a bulletin which is read and
posted in each school, and this is of vastly more
benefit tlian all the old time methods of instruction
in physiology and hygiene.
Under his supervision
during the past few years the cess-pools of the towns
and cities have been reduced to a minimum. All

the privies and water-closets of the public schools
have either been regulated in accordance with stand-
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ard sanitary policies or have been connected with
sewer drainage. His office has also extended to the
improvement of other conditions, and all of this has
contributed to the noticeable decline of the death
In every school of the county
rate in Riley County.
Doctor Montgomery annually delivers one or more
lectures on hygiene.
For many years the name Montgomery has been
one of inflvieutial associations in the medical proDr. J.
fession of Manhattan and Riley County.
Carroll Montgomery was born at Macon, Missouri,
April 25, 1874, the only son and child of Dr. Edward
R. and Mary E. (Walker) Montgomery. His father
was born in Ohio and his mother in Missouri, and
Dr. Edward
tliey were married in the latter state.
R. Montgomery took up the medical profession comparatively late in life, and was graduated in 1886
from the American Medical College of St. Louis. He
did some preliminary practice in Missouri, but in
1886 came to Kansas.
After about six years he
moved to Kansas City, Kansas, where he was located
three years, then lived for two years in Clay County,
after which he was in active practice at Manhattan
untU his death in 1901 at the age of fifty-two.
In the various localities where his father practiced
Dr. J. Carroll Montgomery received the advantages
of the public schools. When only a boy he had made
up his mind to become a doctor, and he carried on
his studies \mder the direction of his father.
In
1896 he entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Kansas City, Kansas, and his studies there
were supplemented by some valuable practical experience for two years under his father at Manhattan.
In 1901 he graduated M. D. from the College of
Kansas City, and then located at Tampa, Kansas.
In the fall of 1904 he returned to Manhattan, and
that city has since been his home and the center of
his large work and influence as a physician and surDoctor Montgomery has been city health
geon.
officer since 1907 and county health officer since 1909.
By virtue of this office he is also secretary of the

County Board of Health.

He is widely known as a sanitarian and was
formerly president of the Kansas State Association
of Public Health Officers and has always taken an
active part in that organization. He is a member of
the Riley County and the Kansas State Medical
societies, and is affiliated with the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks.
He is a member of the
Congregational Church and in politics a republican.
In 1901 Doctor Montgomery married Miss Delpha M.
Hoop.

John William Chelander is junior member of the
furniture and undertaking firm of John Chelander
& Son at Randolph, Riley County. He has had a
very successful career, and for a young man has
slin"-n a ^'oiiderful amount of ability and is as
public spirited as he is thorough in the performance
of his duties as a merchant.

He was born in Sweden, May 6, 1885, and as an
orphan child was brought to America at the age of
three months. At the age of four he was adopted
by ,Tohn Chelander and wife, and grew up at RanWhat he
dolph, where he gained his education.
learned in school was supplemented by practical
vocational training in the shop and business of hia
foster father, John Chelander. In 1905 he was made
a partner, and has since assumed many of the
heavier responsibilities of the firm of John Chelander & Son. In 1907 he married .Jessie J. Larson.
His foster father, John Chelander, was born at

8l8'^0V)
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Hedemora, Sweden, September 17, 1S44, and during
his youth in Sweden he learned the cabinet maker's
trade.
After coming to America he was employed
in that line in St. Joseph, Missouri, for

seven years.

While living there he married Bertha Catharine
Johnson.

The name Chelander has been closely identified
the business affairs of Randolph for forty
In 1876 Mr. John Chelander located there,
years.
with

and he soon ai-terward opened a cabinetmaker's
shop and furniture store. A natural extension of
the business was undertaking, and in 1905 be entrusted a share of the business responsibilities to
John William, forming the partnership of
John Chelander & Son. Besides their business at
Randolph they conduct a branch store at Cleburne.
Mr. Johu Chelander is a genius in mechanics. He
is not only a skilled worker in wood, but has shown
almost equal proficiency in the manipulation of
metal in various forms of useful construction. He
is a practical inventor, and is now engaged in
perfecting an automobile driven by steam power.
He is one of the most highly thought of citizens of
his son,

EUey County.
Fred Burris of Wichita is county poor commissioner
He has been a resident of
of Sedgwick County.
that city ten years, and previously had acquired
an extensive acquaintance in Kansas as a traveling
salesman.
Something more than passing mention should be
made of his administration as county poor comHe has introduced new methods and
missioner.
system and has given distinction to his method of
handling the routine cases which come under his
For many years he has taken a deep
jurisdiction.
interest in charity work and in his trips to other
cities and other states has observed how the problems incident to the care of the poor were solved
and handled. In his present ofiice he is thus putting his previous experience and observation to
practical use. For one thing, Mr. Burris has inaugurated a tabulated system showing a complete record
of each individual case of the 1,100 families who
are helped through his office each year. This system requires the co-operation of the superintendent
of schools, the United Charities and the police department and has been the means of accomplishing
a maximum of good at the least possible cost to
the county. Another special policy of his deserves
attention.
In the case of school children who are
in need of clothing, shoes and other sunrlies, if
their parents were unable to secure these necessities
for them, Mr. Burris has furnished such supplies,
but has boucht new apparel instead of second hand
This is a decided departure from an old
goods.
established custom, and his office is prohnblv the
onlv one in the state that has put this reform into
practice and its merits and advantages are too
obvious to need explanation.
Fred Burris is a Missourian by birth, born in LivHe was liberally
ineston County, March 1. 18(i4.
educated, attending .\v.nlon College and the State
Universitv at Columbia. On leaving school he spent
a few years in the cattle business nt Avnlon, and
then entered the services of a Kansas City. MisFor a
souri, lumber firm as traveling salesman.
number of vears he traveled over Kansas and other
states selline lumber to retail dealers.
In December, lOOfi, he moved to Wichita and soon
afterward established a local collection agency,

which he made a profitable business and conducted

number of years. He was appointed county
poor commissioner of Sedgwick County in February, 1913, and is now giving practically all his time
to the management of this ofiice.
Mr. Burris is a republican, and in 1912 served as
secretary of the Republican County Central Committee. He is a member of nearly all the fraternal
including the Masons, Odd Fellows,
societies,
Knights of Pythias, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, and the Improved Order of Red Men.
On May 15, 1889, he married Mary Hayes of
Avalou, Missouri. They have one daughter, Lucy.

for a

Jason Clarke Swatze. Judged by the standard
which must be applied to the men of his time and
circumstances, Jason Clarke Swayze had many of
the elements of greatness.
He guided his life
through a period of tense factional struggle, and
always kept his rudder true and in the direction
which his conscience told him was right and jnst.
Kansas, and the City of Topeka particularly, has a
just pride in recalling the record of this man.
His home was in Kansas at Topeka from 1873 until
his tragic death on the streets of Topeka.
He was
born in 1830 at Hope, New Jersey. He learned the
printer's trade under Horace Greeley on the old
New York Tribune. For a time he conducted a
weekly periodical in New York City. Aljout that
time he married Kate Edwards, who was then a well
known actress upon the American stage, and after
his marriage he engaged in writing plays and was
also manager for his wife.
During their residence
in the East two children w-ere born:
Julia Harriet
and Oscar Kepler.
Late in 1860 Mr. S\v,ayze went south with his
Their plays
family to tour the Southern States.
were somewhat tinged with Northern sentiment, and
consequently did not prove poinilar in the South.
The outbreak of the war in 1861 found Mr. Svayzo
at New Orleans, where he was conscripted for service in the Confederate army.
Watching for his opportunity, after about three weeks he escaped to the
l^nion lines. In the meantime he had been allowed
to bring his family as far as Griflin, Georgia, where
he was compelled to leave them. At Griffin another
child was born, while he was away, and named Annie
L.aurie.
The mother died there in May, 1862.
After his arrival within the Union lines, Jason C.
Swayze volunteered in the Union army, being mustered in as a captain and assigned to the staff of
General Sherman as a scout. He served until the
close of the war in that capacity, and as scout penetrated the enemy 's lines many times, and was of
material assistance to the Federal cause.
A price
was set on his head by the rebel authorities, but
he was never captured nor wounded.
After peace was declared he made his way south
to Griflin, Georgia, where his wife was buried and
where his children vere living. He then bought the
Griflin Citizen and conducted it under the name
The Bugle Horn of Liberty. From a quarto he
changed it to a sixteen-page magazine. After publishing two issues, the establishment was raided, the
office wrecked and the press and fixtures destroyed,
and the proprietor was ridden on a rail through the
streets, was then mounted on a barrel and given a
limited number of minutes to live unless he foreswore allesiance to the United States Government
and hurrahed for .Teff Davis. He proudl.v refused,
and succeeded in fighting his way clear of the mob.
At that time in addition to his position as editor
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he was also United States Commissioner of the
District of Georgia, and agent of the Preedmen's
Bureau. Though constantly persecuted until about
the time he left, he never wavered in his determination to hold fast and trj' to carry out the undertaking which had brought him South. Upon the
reorganization of his office he founded and published
the American Union, which in 1S6S was moved to

Macon, where he continued

it with no small degree
of success until 1873. It is a proof of his remarkable courage, persistence and determination when
it ia recalled that in publishing this
newspaper he
was unable to secure the services of a single white
man. One white boy came to him and served as an
apprentice, but all the rest of his help was colored
people, except his own children, who became printers.
Ho had always been a great admirer of Horace
Greeley and in 1873 acted upon that editor and
statesman's famous advice to "go West."
He removed his newspaper plant to Topeka and began the
Its diminutive
publication of the Topeka Blade.
size, and the fact that it was printed in nonpareil
type, led the public to nickname it the "Postage

Stamp." That "postage stamp" has an interesting
place in the liistory of the Kansas press. It was
enlarged and changed hands from time to time, and
now it is the great and influential Topeka State
Journal.
Mr. Swayze conducted this paper as long as he
lived.
Forty years ago Topeka was still almost a
frontier town. Conditions of society had not become
thoroughly settled after the terrible times of
bleeding Kansas" and its position on the western frontier
also served to keep alive some of the border ruf' '

If he had one trait more than another it
fianism.
was that of dauntless courage. He was also incorruptible, was outspoken, called a spade a spade, and
his courage of action was not less than
courage of

He proved an outspoken foe of fraud and
graft in every form, and naturally antagonized certain elements and the more so because the
expression
of his paper could not be controlled or influenced
by
money. He attacked men regardless of the position
they occupied, and as he could not be silenced by
bribes, his death was an almost inevitable result.
Jason C. Swayze was murdered on the streets of
speech.

Topeka March 27, 1877. Por his second wife he
married Jennie Erwin. She became the mother of
two sons, Horace Greeley Swayze and J. Clarke
Swayze, Jr.
Oscar Kepler Swayze, a son of this
distinguished
Kansan, has long been jirominent in iournalism and
in public affairs at
Topeka. He was 'born at Brooklyn, New York, January 19, 1860, and was thirteen
old
when
the family came to Topeka. Pracyears
tically all his education has been acquired in the
school of e.xperience. He
grew up almost in a newspaper office and has been a printer and newspaper
man most of his active career. For two years he
was city editor of the Topeka
Daily Capital and
was foreman in that plant for three
years.
He has inherited the strong
tendencies
,

political

of his father and is a stalwart
republican. In 1912
he was ejected county clerk of Shawnee
and
was reelected in 1914. Mr. Swayze isCounty
a Knio-ht
Templar Mason, a Shriner, a member of the Modern
Woodmen of America, the Improved Order of Red
Men, the Maccabees and belongs to the Topeka Commercial Club and the Topeka Press Club. On
November 30, 1884, he married
Hetty McPherson of Brownstown, Indiana.
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Michael Floersch. In the year IS.'il, the late
Michael Floersch, then a young man of
twenty-one
years, came from Missouri to Kansas an.l homesteaded a claim in the Pottawatomie
He
country.
had been reared in Missouri, where his parents had
settled on coming to the United States when he -was
eight years old. He was born in Germany, in 1833,
and was reared in the faith of the Catholic Church,
to the teachings of which he
consistently adhered
thuough a long, active and exemplary career. When
Mr. Floersch came to Kansas he was without
capital
other than indomitable courage, unlimited
energy
and worthy ambition, but these served to carry
him through the first few years and served as the
foundation upon which his fortunes were builded.
At the time of his arrival Mr. Floersch pre-empted
land in Pottawatomie County and began to
develo]!
a farm. He succeeded, not only in the formation of
a large and valuable country estate, but in cooperating with strong and capable men in the business world, and in addition to being a skilled and
thrifty farmer and a large live stock dealer, was
As a pioneer of
prominent in business affairs.
Kansas, he took a conspicuous part in the development of the

section of the state that was so fortunate
to secure the benefit of his judgment and
foresight
and to be the scene of his business activities. The
Town of Flush, in Pottawatomie County, is located
on land formerly a part of his farm, and the town
was named in his honor, but the Federal postoffice
department changed the name from Floersch to Flush
because of easier spelling.
True to his religious
training, Mr. Floersch donated grounds for the
Catholic Church parish house and cemetery at Flush
and always continued to be a generous and
ready
responder to appeals for contributions for worthy

movements.
In politics he was a republi-can, but
he never cared for nor held public oflice. He and
his wife reared a family of five sons and two
daughters. In 1896 Mr. Floersch retired from farm
life and removed to
Omaha, Nebraska, for the purpose of raising his youngest son, now Doctor Floersch,
of Topeka, Kansas.
The death of Michael Floersch
occurred at Omaha, in January, 1906, wh^n he was
two
seventyyears of age.
Joseph B. Floersch, president of the Union
National Bank of Manhattan, Kansas, is a worthy
son ©f an honored father.
He was born on the
homestead jilace in Pottawatomie County, Kansas,
September 28, 1864, and is a son of the late Michael
and Mary (Dekat) Floersch. He was reared on the
home farm, attended the public schools during the
winter terms, and in 1884 was graduated from the
splendid Catholic school at Saint Mary's, in his
native county.
At that time he engaged in farming not far from his father's place, but April 15,
1889, removed to Manhattan, Kansas, where he has
since made his home and where he has been
engaged
in the banking business for a
period of more than
On coming to Manhattan, Mr.
twenty-seven years.
Floersch, in company with his father and other
gentlemen, organized the Union National Bank, of
which he became bookkeeper. From that position he
worked his way steadily to the position of president, which office he assumed in 1906, having been for
six

years previous to that time the cashier of the
Politically he adheres to the jirinciples
of the republican party, but is not a politician and
has not sought preferment at the hands of his i>arty.
In church faith, like his father, he is a communicant
of tlie Catholic Church and has always been a generous
institution.
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supporter thereof, as

woU

as of the cause of educa-

tion.

In 1893 Mr. Floersdi married Miss Mary C. Donand tliey have one of tlie larjiost, handsomest
and' most modern homes of Manhattan, a city of fine
residences, among whose prominent and highly esteemed citizens they have long been numbered.
nelly,

Peter G.

Joh.sso.v.

and 1859 were
the history of Kansas.

The years

IS.'iS

particularly important ones in
With the adoption of a constitution in the latter
year, the peaceful, homeseeking settlers who had
come from afar, even from other lands, to establish
themselves on these wide prairies, as yet uncrowded
as were older sections, found assurance of settled
conditions and of the opportunity of preserving the
homes they had founded. In the spring of 1858 the
parents of Peter G. Johnson, one of Riley County's
most respected citizens, settled in Butler Countv',
Kansas. They were natives of Sweden who emigrated to the "United States in 1850.
Peter G. Johnson was born in Sweden, March 15,
1834. His parents were Carrie and John Peterson,
the son, according to Swedish custom, taking the
surname of Johason, from his father's Christian
The father was twice married, two sons
name.
first union, Peter G. and August,
Unto his second
the latter of whom is deceased.
marriage four children were born: Victor, Oscar,
Christina and Tilda. August and Victor both fell
victims of savage Indians, in Indian Territorv, in
1862.
During early manhood Peter G. .Johnson followed
the sea. Tie was twenty-three years of age when
he accompanied his father to the United States,
with whom he tarried in Marshall County, Illinois,
for two years before coming to Butler County,
Kansas, where the father died soon afterward.
This domestic calamity served to break up the family and the sons all adventured further in the West,
Peter G. locating in Montana. He was variously
eneaged there until 1865, and in 1866 he came to
Riley County and located upon a tract of land in
Madison Township. It was there that Mr. Johnson
settled down and lived for many years, clevoting
himself to farming and stock raising. He carried
on his operations with vigor and industry and as
the years passed prospered with them and at one
time owned more than 500 acres of .fine land, well
improved. Some of this land he has parted with
but retains 200 acres. Since retiring from active
life Mr. .Johnson has been residing near the Town
of Riley.
In 1870 Afr. .Johnson was married to Anna L.
Shillerstrom, a widow and a native also of Sweden.
Bv her first marriage she had two children, namely:
Hilman and Melshior. Mrs. .Johnson died February
15. 1916 leaviuL' Mr. .Johnson one son. Peter A.
Mr. .Johnson has been a man of influence ever
since coming to Riley County. He has studied public questions far more than has the average citizen
and formerly was quite active in politics and was
nominated by the greenback party for representative to the Legislature, failing of election by but
one vote and many believed he had that vote. He
is a student of socialism, with interest watching

being born to his

its effect

on public

affairs.

Sn,AR R. Daope. As president of the Dagiie Business College, in the City of Wichita, Mr. Dague has
been the potent force in the development and upbuilding of one of the admirable and influential edu-

cational institutions of the Sunflower State, and the
college of which he is the executive head is maintained at the highest modern standard, with the
best of material facilities and with a corps of instructors who are notable for distinct efficiency in
the work of the respective departments to which
they are assigned.

Mr. Dague was born in Will County,

Illinois,

on

the 17th of February, 1884, but he has maintained
his home in Kansas since early childhood, his parents
having removed to this state in 1891, when they esat Wilson, Ellsworth
their residence
talilishod
County. In the public schools at Wilson Silas R.
Dague continued his studies until he had been graduated in the high school, and for two years thereafter, 19(i:!-()4, he was a student in Baker University,
at Baldwin, tliis state. For several years thereafter
he taught private schools in various cities in the
iliddle West, and he then, in consonance with his
ambitious [jurpose, entered the Louisville Business
College, in the metropolis of the State of Kentucky,
where he completed a thorough course in bookkeep-

ing and higher accounting. Thus efTectively fortified, Mr. Dague then established his residence at
Wichita, in 1914, and that year recorded the founding of his present institution, the Dague Business
College, the affairs of which he has directed with
marked discrimination and progressiveness, with the
result that he has brought its functions up to the
most approved standard and gained to it a large and
api)reciative sup])orting patronage.
The well appointed headiiuarters of the Dague
Business C'ollcge are in the Bissantz Building, in
the heart of the business section of Wichita, and the
well lighted and ventilated rooms are of spacious
order well adapted for the uses to which they are
The cor|is of instructors in the college
a|)iilied.
numbers live efficient teachers, and all departments
are e(|uippcd for the trainiiig of students in a practical and effective way, fitting them fully for the
assuming of jiositions of responsibility in the business world. The courses of study include not only
the curriculum usually to be found in institutions
of the kind but also one specially designed for precivic-service
paring students for work uniler the
The enrollment of stuilents for the year
svstem.
1916 is more than (iOO, and this fact indicates the
and the high estisjilendid growth of the college

—

ni.-ite ]daceil upon it by those desirous of obtaining
thorough business education.
Mr. Dague is not only an energetic and progressive voung business man but is also a loyal and pubinterest in all
lic-spirited citizen who takes lively
things pertaining to the civic and material welfare
of his home city, where he is distinctively popular in
both btisiness and social circles.
Mr. Dague married Miss Grace B. Cooper, of
Dorrance, Kansas, and they have one child, Virginia

'

Belle.

William Gkeen.

A

Topeka merchant whose name

has become synonymous in that city with the highest
and the most reliable methods of
i|uality of wares

merchandising, William Green came to Kansas in
For more
1885 from Green County, Wisconsin.
than thirty years he has been identified wdth the
material jirogress of Topeka and his name would
undoubtedly be considered among the first mentioned
as foremost citizens.
A native of England he was born in Derbyshire
When he was about six
on November 17, 1844.
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years of age, in 1851, his parents Joseph and Ruth
and emi"(Cooper) Green left their English farm
grated to America. The ship Florida, a sailing vesGoing to
sel, brought them over in thirty days.
Green County, Wisconsin, Joseph Green was a farmer
there a few years, and afterwards operated a water
power flouring mill at Dayton, Wisconsin, where
both he and his wife died.
Reared on a Wisconsin farm, and in his father's
for
mill, William Green had limited opportunities
an education. When he was about nineteen years
of age his loyalty to his adopted country was put
to the test and he enlisted March 31, 186-1, in Company C of the Thirty-seventh Wisconsin Infantry.
He servfd with that regiment until the close of the
war. Going out as a private and mustered in as
eighth corporal, he went through the five grades of
sergeant, was promoted to second lieutenant, and
was finally discharged in September, 1865, as first
lieutenant. He went to the front at Cold Harbor,
Virginia, in June and on the seventeenth of that
month got his baptism of fire. In the engagement
which followed his command was repulsed in a
charge from the enemy, and on the following day
His entire
the charge was successfully repeated.
service was in the Army of the Potomac. On July
:W, 1864, he participated in the blowing up of the
He was at Hutcher's
fort in front of Petersburg.
Run and numerous minor engagements, including the
defense of Fort Steadman on March 25, 1865. On
April 2, 1865, he was in his last engagement, the
capture of Petersburg, the surrender of Appomattox
occurring only a few days later.
Returning to Wisconsin after the war on April
1, 1S66, Mr. Green opened a general stock of merchandise at Moscow, but a year later became associated with his father in merchandising at Dayton.
He finally purchased his father's interests and
eventually moved his store to Albany.
Thus it was with a record of nearly twenty years
of successive business in Wisconsin that Mr. Green
came to Kansas in 1885. At Topeka he resumed
business as a retail grocery merchant, and has stead-'
ily conducted one of the best stocks and best organized grocery houses of the city for more than
thirty years.

He has been a member of the Topeka Commercial
Club since it was organized. To many people in
Topeka his name suggests valuable public service.
For many years he was a member of the city council,
and some years ago, without solicitation on his part
he was nominated and elected mayor of the city.
His administration of three years meant much in
the way of public improvement and the progress of
Topeka in all departments. Politically he is an
independent republican and official honors have come
to him without the manifestation of any desire on
his part, beyond that of doing his duty as a citizen.
While in Wisconsin Mr. Green passed the chairs of
the Blue Lodge and in Kansas has attained the
thirty-third and supreme degree in Scottish Rite
Masonry. He has also served as eminent commander
of Topeka Commandery No. 5 of the Knights
Templar. He is a member of the First Congregational Church.
In November, 1868, a few years after he returned
from the war, Mr. Green married Sarah Dalrymple,
Mrs. Green died in 1904. She was the mother of
four sons: Arthur, who died at the age of 2% years;
.John J., a traveling salesman, who married Bessie
Miller and has one daughter; Albert L. S., a partner
with his father in the grocery business at Topeka,
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who has two daughters by

his

Pulley; and William Hartley,

who

makes

his

home

in

marriage to Ada
is unmarried and

Topeka.

George C. Pritchard.
Farmers and stockmen
throughout Shawnee County and over the state at
large recognize in the name of George C. Pritchard
a man whose services as a doctor of veterinary surgery were extensively employed in the interests of
individuals and the entire state for a great many
Doctor Pritchard is one of the oldest vetyears.
erinarians of Kansas, has stood at the top of his
profession, but is now retired and is devoting himself to the care and management of a fine stock farm
near Topeka.
Born in Lorain County, Ohio, January 12, 1852,
he is a son of Eli B. and Julia Ann (Edwards)
When he was thirteen years of age, in
Pritchard.
1865, his parents removed to Gratiot County, MichiThat was then a practically untouched forest
gan.
It was in the lumber woods of
of pine timber.
Michigan therefore that Doctor Pritchard grew to
As a boy he had attended the graded
manhood.
schools in Huntington, Ohio, and afterwards the disHis father was a physitrict schools of Michigan.
cian, and the plan most cherished by the parents
was that the son should follow the same profession.
However, the son had special tastes and inclinations
of his own. For eight years he acted as manager of
the John Jeffrey Estate, consisting of extensive land
and stock interests, and for another two years he
was in the livery business at Sheridan, Michigan.
From early boyhood he had been interested in stock,
him in the resolubecome a veterinarian. He did his preliminary
reading and study with Dr. A. J. Chandler of Detroit.

and

his early experiences fortified

tion to

He

then entered the Ontario Veterinary College at
Toronto, Canada, where he was graduated veterinary
surgeon in the spring of 1886.
For the following year he practiced in association
with his former preceptor at Detroit. Then in May,
1887, nearly thirty years ago. Doctor Pritchard located
in Topeka and his ability and skill gradually became
recognized throughout the country districts surround:
For twenty-seven years he actively
ing that city.
practiced his profession, and besides his large private
clientage he was appointed to many of the delicate
and important responsibilities of larger service to
the state.

Governor Llewellyn in 1893 appointed him state
He filled that position two years until
veterinarian.
the office was abolished by legislative enactment.
Then in 1895 the State Livestock Commission appointed him inspector at Albuquerque, New Mexico,
for the purpose of gimrding Kansas against the
importation of infectious livestock diseases. In these
had to
positions and elsewhere Doctor Pritchard
exercise a great deal of tact, moral courage and firmness and during nearly all the years of his practice
he had almost constantly to combat prejudices and
were conopen hostility from those whose interests

as veterinatrary to the "general welfare. His work
rian covered a wide area, and his service involved
work of the hardest kind. For a number of terms
he was elected and served as president of the Kansas
Veterinary Medical Association.
In 1914 Doctor Pritchard bought a tract of 200
acres six miles south of the city on Topeka Avenue.
There he owns one of the finest country residences in
It is equipped with every modern
the entire state.
convenience and the surroundings are such as to constitute

a model country

estate.

Having

retired

from
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the active practice of his profession he is now free
to devote his attention to farming and stock, and
is especially interested in the breeding and raising
of thoroughbred Holstein cattle.
He also has other
livestock and. has a well' developed and thoroughly

proportioned farm.
In 1889 Doctor Pritchard married Miss Mary
Charles of Hutchinson, Kans.as.
She died in 191".
In 1913 he married for his present wife Mrs. Lavina
Doctor Pritchard is a
(Zimmerman) Sampson.
republican in polities.
S.^iirEL Fremont Goheen. When the City of
Manhattan inaugurated the commission form of
government in 1912 they chose as the head of the
new municipal system a man who had already given
The people have
efficient service in public office.
since kept him in office, and it is to the credit of the

weU as to the man that so capable a public
servant as Samuel Fremont Goheen should be entrusted with such responsibility. Mr. Goheen has been
a resident of Biley County more than thirty years,
has witnessed and has been an important factor in
the progress of those years, and filled a responsible
post in the county government before his election as
mayor of the city.
Mr. Goheen was already grown and a man of considerable business experience when he came to Kansas.
city as

He was
May 2,

horn in Armstrong County, Pennsylvania,
a son of George W. and Elizabeth
His parents were also natives of
(Holler) Goheen.
In 1883 the family came out to
Pennsylvania.
Kansas aiid settled near Manhattan in Biley County.
Mrs. Elizabeth Goheen died there in 1891 at the
age of sixty-five. The father died ten years later
at the age of eighty-five.
In Pennsylvania George
Goheen had followed merchandising, but was a farmer
in the Sunflower State.
As a boy in Pennsylvania Mayor Goheen acquired
an academic education. His first business experience
was with his father in a store in Pennsylvania, and
the horizon of life was broadened for him by the
teaching of four winter terms in the country schools.
He married in Pennsylvania and brought his little
family to Kansas at the same time with his father.
He was then twenty-eight years of age. The first
1855,

twenty-three years of his residence in Riley County
Mr. Goheen spent as a farmer and stock raiser,
and a very successful one at that.
His business ability becoming widely known, and
his trustworthiness receiving increasing appreciation,
he was elected in 1906 as the republican candidate
for the office of county treasurer. He filled that post
with commendable efficiency for two years. He was
then reelected for a second term. Mr. Goheen left
the office of county treasurer in the fall of 1911, and
in the spring of 1912 was honored by the citizens
of Manhattan by election as mayor. He was elected
mayor or head of the commission in 1912 and in
1916 was returned for another term.
On his election as county treasurer Mr. Goheen
moved to the City of Manhattan. He has one of the
attractive homes of that city and he and his family
are well known in social circles. In Pennsylvania in
1876 he married Harbara E. .Tack, a native of that
Their children are: Albert J., George G.,
state.
•

honorable and creditable, the late William F.
Peter is called forcibly to mind. Forty-seven years
of his life were spent in Kansas and to her interests he was devoted heart and soul,
working personally and in public office to further her progress.
William F. Peter, twice elected a member of the
State Legislature of Kansas, was born in Jackson
County, Indiana, January 28, 1854, and died in Riley
County, Kansas, March 2, 1916. He was a son of
Jonas and Barbara (Bruenner) Peter, who were
natives of Switzerland. They came as young people to the United States and were married in Jackson County, Indiana, where both subsequently died,
the father at the age of fifty-three years, and the
mother after the birth of four children, -the only
survivor being Charles Wesley Peter, a sketch of
whom appears in this work.
Reared on his father's farm in Indiana and educated in the public schools of Jackson County.
William F. Peter remained a resident of his native
place until 1869. Ten years earlier, or in 1859, his
father had purchased 500 acres of land in Fancy
Creek Valley, in Riley County, Kansas, as an investment. In 1869 William F. Peter came westward and
being pleased with the property and seeing evidences that careful cultivation would make it one
of the most valuable in this section, decided to
locate permanentlv here and in 1872 he was joined
by his brother, Charles W. They labored together
in developing productive farms and for seven years
managed their own domestic afTairs. probably not
entirely to their satisfaction because both married
in the same year, by that time having comfortable
homes to which to bring their brides.
On March 30, 1880, William F. Peter was married
to Miss Anna Wiesandanger, who is a daughter of
Henry and Elizabeth (Pfeil) Wiesendanger. The
father of Mrs. Peter was born in Switzerland. He
came to the United States and located first in Wisconsin, coming from there in 1861 to Riley County,
Kansas.
Four sons were born to Mr. and Mrs.
Peter: Edwin, Harry, Leslie and Arthur.
Mr. Peter was successful financially in his undertakings, prospering greatly as a farmer and stock-

is

He was intelligent and public spirited and
early manifested interest in public affairs as they
related to Riley County and the state, and when
called upon to serve in public office was ready to
accept such responsibilities as his fellow citizens

raiser.

He served in such township
desirable.
as trustee and later was elected, on the
republican ticket, a member of the board of county
commissioners. In 1904 he was called still higher,
being elected to the State Legislature as representative from Riley County, and as indicative of the
deemed
offices

value placed on his services, he was reelected in
1906. In all the public positions to which he was
called he served with distinction and was generally
recognized as a man of more than ordinary ability,
foresight and wisdom, and there was no one who
ever doubted his honesty or sincerity of purpose.
Broad-minded and generous, fair and iust, kind
and temperate, his family and community lost a
most worthy husband, father and citizen when his
earthly life closed.

John H. and Ethel.

Hon. William

F. Peter.

In recalling the repre-

sentative men of Riley County, who, during life,
were earnest and useful, faithful and efficient and
so left an impress on the history of their time that

J. Edwakd Cook.
Judicious and legitimate has
been the advertising policy that has been utilized in
the exploitation of the King Ni-Ko system for the
cure of the tobacco h.ibit, and the basis of this advertising has been proved efficacy and definite re-
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The system

of

treatment accomplishes

all

that is claimed tor it and this fact constitutes the
best of the commercial assets on which has been deenterveloped the extensive and beneficent business
prise of which the popular and progressive proprietor
is the well known citizen of Wichita whose name
initiates this paragraph.
Mr. Cook was born in

Keokuk County, Iowa, on

the 13th of November, 1864, and after having profited by the advantages of the public schools he continued his higher studies in turn in Pleasant Plain
Academy, at Pleasant Plain, Iowa, and Grillett
Academy, at Glen Elder, Mitchell County, Kansas.
After due preparation he was ordained a clergyman of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and his first
pastoral charge was in Jewell County, Kansas. He
later filled various pastorates in two circuits of the
Northwest Kansas Conference, and finally he went to
Carlsbad, New Mexico, where for a few months he
had charge of the Methodist English mission. Thereafter he was engaged for some time in .characteristically vienrouR and effective evangelistic service,
and he next assumed the position of superintendent
of a magnetic healing institute at Centerdale, Iowa,
from which place he was later transferred to a similar office in connection with the magnetic institute
After severing this alat East Bubunue. lUiro's.
liance Mr. Cook gave further evidence of his executive ability and versatile resourcefulness by serving
as a traveling salesman until 1901.
In the meanwhile, with an earnest desire to aid
tobacco-users in freeing themselves from the dominion of the narcotic, he devoted much time to scien-

and experimentation for the purpose
of evolving a tobacco cure worthy of the name.
The result was that unequivocal success attended his
benignant efforts, and in 1901 he established his
residence at Wichita and began the manufacture and
sale of the King Ni-Ko System, which embraces a
definite system and provides" for essentially individualized treatment.
Within its history of about
fifteen years this company, of which Mr. Cook is the
executive head, has given treatment in cases numbering between 40.000 and 50,000, and where the system was conscientiously followed the percentage of
cures has been the full maximum that is 100 per
cent. The well enuipped establishment of the company is situated in rooms in the building at the corner of Seneca Street and Douglas Avenue, Wichita,
and concerning the Ni-Ko System the following
pertinent statements are worthy of reproduction in
tific

rese.Trch

—

this connection:
' '

Probably of all tobacco cures, Ni-Ko is one of
the best known. The cure has been sold in every
The company is decivilized, part of the world.
luged by testimonials from grateful patients. During the time that Ni-Ko has been manufactured in
Wichita hundreds of other so-called cures have been
heralded, but they have come and gone. They lack
the legitimate fundamentals that have been included
in the manufacture of Ni-Ko.
Many of them claim
to be a cure in every case with the same treatment.
Ni-Ko is a system. Every individual case is treated
This is but one phase in which Ni-Ko
from others. Investigation will prove
that it is not a mere cure-all, gotten up for the
money, but a legitimate product that has undergone
the test of time and will do all and more than its
makers claim for it."
On the 15th of April, 1913, was solemnized the
marriage of Mr. Cook to Miss Lillian Lane, of Clevedifferently.
different

is

1805

Mrs. Cook is a niece of the distinguished
the venerable A. M. Willard, who
acquired fame through the production of the now
well known and often re-produced hii>torical and
patriotic painting known as "The Spirit of '76."
The late Rev. Edward C. Cook, the venerable
father of the subject of this review, was one of the
revered citizens of Wichita. He devoted the years
of a significanttly long and active career to service
as a minister of the Society of Friends; he died at
the age of seventy-four years, in 1916, and his wife,
land, Ohio.

American

artist,

whose maiden name was Amy Sharpless, likewise
was a minister of the Friends' Church, of which she
was a birthright member. This gentle and gracious
woman was about sixty years of age w'hen she was
summoned to the life eternal, and her memory is
revered by all who came within the sphere of her influence. She was a daughter of Dr. Septimus Sharpless, of Philadelphia, and a sister of Evi Sharpless,
who was the founder of the Jamaica mission established under the auspices of the Society of Friends
at Jamaica, West Indies, where he conducted the

mission

many

years.

Patjl E. Walker, a son of A. D. Walker of Holton,
has been a Topeka lawyer for the past fifteen years.
He was born at his father 's home in Holton, Kansas,
August 27, 1876, grew up in his native city, attending the public schools, and took his college course
in California, being a graduate of Leland Stanford
University. He took his A. B. degree there in 189S,
and then entered the Harvard Law School, where he

was graduated LL.B.

in 1902.

In the fall of 1902 Mr. Walker began practice in
Topeka as assistant attorney for the Kock Island
Eailway Company. He was promoted to general
attorney for this road with jurisdiction over Missouri
and Kansas and part of other states.

Mr. Walker married Helen Morrow, daughter of
was a prominent

O. S. Morrow, who for many years
factor in affairs in Kansas.

Elias Emeeson Morris has for eight years been
To that office he
probate judge of Eiley County.
has brought a singularly fair impartiality, and ever
since he entered upon his duties the people of the
county have recognized that the interests of the
widows and orphans have been most capably and
honestly administered.
.Judge Morris is one of the
old time educators of Kansas, and has long been
identified with some form of official .service in Eiley
County.
He was born in Crawford County, Pennsylvania,
November 2, 1859, a son of James S. and Mary
(Chamberlain) Morris. His parents were married in
Pennsylvania and spent the rest of their lives on a
farm there.
James S. Morris was born in New
York State and of New England ancestry, his English
forefathers having been pioneers in, Connecticut.
Judge Morris' mother was a native of Pennsylvania
and was also of early English stock.
Eeared on a Pennsylvania farm, Judge Morris
had as a boy the lessons of industry and honesty
which have so characterized his later years. As a
boy he had a strong ambition for a higher education.
After leaving the common schools he entered the
State Normal School at Edinboro in Erie County,
Pennsylvania, and there prepared for liis chosen work
as a teacher.
He was not yet seventeen when he
taught his first school and for three years was actively
connected with public school work in Pennsylvania.
A resident of Kansas since April, 1880, he has
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For
spent all the subsequent years iu Riley County.
ten years he was a teacher, and many men and
women now in middle life recall with special gratitude
For eleven
his influence upon their early years.
years he served as trustee of Wildcat Township.
While teaching and acting as trustee he lived on a
farm, and farming has been an important part of
his life's experience.
After his service as township trustee

Judge Morris
was elected a county commissioner, filled that jdace
with credit for four" years, and in 1908 was elected

He has been
to his present office of probate .judge.
regularly re-elected at the end of each two years,
and as long as he remains iii office the jjeoplo know

that the probate functions will be adequately and
Judge Morris is a man of
carefully discharged.
exceptional ability, and is thoroughly hone.st and
He is a republican in politics, and is
conscientious.
affiliated with the Masonic Order and the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks. He also belongs to
the First Presbyterian Church of Manhattan.
In 1887 he married Mary Elizabeth Zeller. Mrs.
Morris died in 1910, being survived by three children: Edna M., Kenneth W. and Sarah G.

Chaeles H. Trott, who died at his home in JuncMarch 2, 1910, attained many of tlose

tion ('ity
ideals for

which ambition's men will always strive.
proved a gallant and faithful soldier when the
country 's integrity was in danger, was a mi'rchant
and business man of the finest integrity, was a good
friend, a good Christian and a good citizen.
For half a century he lived in Kansas, and at the
time of his death was one of the oldest if not the

He

oldest business man of .Junction City. He arrived in
.Junction City in the spring of 1866 a veteran soldier
and oflicer of the Union Army. Junction City was
then a thriving little town witli splondid prnmis" for
the future. There were no railroads and Mr. Trott
Soon after reaching the
arrived by stage coach.

town he was appointed postmaster, an

office he
with the systematic regard for his responsibilities w-hich characterized every act of his life.
He remained postmaster until 1871. When he went
into the office he also bought the book and s*ationery store which the preceding postmaster had
owned. It was as a merchant in books and stationery supplies that Mr. Trott performed his longest
business service in .Junction City, and only death
stayed his hand and interrupted his active participation, the store having since been continued as a
service to the community by his only son.
He was also a banker. At one time he was president of the old Central Kansas State Bank of Junction City and when that institution was reorganized
as the Central National Bank in 1890 he became
cashier and filled that )iosition until 1896. In 1872
he was elected county clerk and after
serving one
term declined a renomination.
His lifetime covered a period of nearly eighty
years. He was born in the City of Boston, Massachusetts, August 8, 1837. His great-grandfather, of
English ancestry, was a watchmaker in Boston,
where his son, Andrew f!unningham Trott, and .ilso
his grandson, Peter Trott, were workers in the same
vocation. Peter Trott was flic father of Charles H.
Trott, and married Almira Tolman.
The early life of Mr. Trott was spent in Boston,
.'ind he gr.aduated from high school in IS.').'!, and for
the following five years was an employe in the
wholesale drug house of Samuel N. and W. A.
Brewer. From time to time he was advanced in refilled

and only left the business to seek
better opportunities in the far West. In 1858 he
journey by rail and boat to Iowa, where he arrived
He
without either capital or influential friends.
sponsibilities

soon afterwards made a trip to Minnesota, which
\
as then tne extreme northwest, and part of that
journey he accomplished on foot during the middle
of winter. After a brief investigation he returned
to Iowa and located at Nashua in Chickasaw County,
where in the course of the same year he formed a
name
partnership with Caleb Green under the firm
of Trott & Green. They opened a stock of general
merchandise, and in the course of a few years had
built up a good trade.
In the early months of the Civil war these business
counjjartners, feeling a greater obligation to their
try than to their private affairs, locked up their
store and went into the army. Mr. Trott enlisted in
July, 1S61, in Company B of the Seventh Iowa InThis regiment was attached to the First
fantry.
Brigade, Fourtli Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, under Gen. John A. Logan. From the summer of 1861
until the close of hostilities (Captain Trott was in
continuous service. He helped overcome the opposition in tlie Mississippi Valley states of the Confederacy and afterwards was with Sherman on his historic campaign to .\tlanta and the march to the sea,
and then up through the Carolinas to Washington,
where he marched in the Grand Review. For gallant
and meritorious services he was promoted first to
quartermaster sergeant, then to second lieutenant
and acting regimental quartermaster, then to first
lieutenant and regimental quartermaster, and finally
He was
to captain and assistant adjutant general.
recommended for promotion to the rank of major,
but the war closing about that time he was not
commissioned. He was mustered out with the rank
of cai)tain and assistant adjutant general in September, 1865, more than four years from the time
he had closed his store \h Iowa and started for the
front. The winter of 1865-66 he srent in his native
City of Boston, and then began life anew in Junction City, Kansas.

Captain Trott was an active member of the Grand
of the Republic, which organization attended

Army

Some

of the other interests and associavital part of his career were appreciatively described in a local paper at the time
of his death in the following words:
"The First
I'niversalist Church of this city has been most actively and loyally supported by Captain Trott for
more than a third of a century. Through his efforts
and the liberal cooperation of friends this church
has grown and ]irospered. As superintendent of the

his funeral.
tions which

wore a

for more than twenty-five years he
has labored for Christ .and the church. The handsome new church home has become a re.ility through
the untiring efforts of a loyal band of coworkers,
among whom he was a leader. An an officer of the
local church, a trustee of the Universalist State Convention, he has always been a loyal, faithful, constructive worker.
As president of the Highland
Cemetery Association for years he has actively
helped to make this beautifully located cemetery
one of the best and most prosperous associations in
the state.
Captain Trott in a quiet way was a man of influence in this community. By intelligent service and
unwavering loyalty he proved himself to be a good
citizen, a faithful friend, a Christian gentleman."
On December .1, 1867, Captain Trott married Miss
Josephine McBratney. Her father was Hon. Robert

Sunday School
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of Junction City, who at one time
served as United States attorney and land agent.
Mrs. Trott, who was also an active member of the
Universalist Church, died August 17, 1012.
Hon. Loring Trott, only surviving son and child
of the late Captain Trott, was born at Junction City,
August 31, 1S69. He was educated in the local
schools and in 1S90 graduated from Lombard University at Galesburg, Illinois. Since then for over
a quarter of a century he has been an active merchant. For about ten years he was in business at
Denver, Colorado, and then returned to Junction O'.ty
to join his father as a partner in the Trott book
and stationery store. He was its active manager
for several years before his father's death and since
then has been sole proprietor.
Mr. Trott takes an active part in local affairs and
is a leading republican, as was his father.
In 1912
he was elected a member of the State Senate, and his
term was a service highly creditable to himself and
to his senatorial district.
Mr. Trott is a Knight
Templar Mason, a member of the Mystic Shrine, and
has held the various offices in the local lodges of
He is a member of the Universalist
Masonry.
Church.

McBratney

Walter S. Ezell. Contributing to the prestige
of the City of Wichita as an educational center are
a number of well ordered business and technical institutions, and prominent among the number is the

Wichita Telegraph College, which was founded in
its present owner and manager,
Walter S. Ezell, who as a mere boy had manifested a
distinct predilection for the art of telegraphy and
the spring of 1912 by

who

contrived to pass much of his time in the teleoffice of the railway station of which his
father was agent in the City of Memphis, Tennessee.
As an expert operator his interest has never waned
and it was through his appreciation of the educational and practical value of his profession that he
was led to establish his present excellent school for
the training of others for effective service as

graph

telegraphists.

Mr. E'.ell was born at Memphis, Tennessee, on the
22d of May. 1S72, and as a boy he absorbed a working knowledge of telegraphy under the conditions
noted in the preceding jiaragraph.
After having
jjro'^ted dulv by the advantages of the public schools
of hia native city he went to the City of Nashville,
Tennessee, where he completed a two years' course
in Vanderbilt University.
After leaving the university he served as telegraph operator and railway
station agent in several southern cities, and he was
thus en^awed until 1900, when he effected the establishing of the Houston Telegraph College in the City
of Houston, Texas.
He conducted this school six
years, within which period he developed the same
into the largest and most important institution of its
kind in the South. Impaired health virtually compelled him to dispose of the school, and after selling
the same he passed two years in California, where
he recuperated his physical energies and where he
held the position of train dispatcher at Sacramento
for the Western Pacific Railroad.
At the expiration of the two years he went to Denver, Colorado,
and became traveling representative for the Denver
Business CoUpp-e.
As an executive he proved specially valuable in this field of endeavor, and later he
was similarly retained by other business colleges
until 1912, when he established his home at WichUa
and became the founder of his present splendidly
oi|uipped and successful telegraph college. The in-

stitution under his progressive
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and able management

has had a steady and substantial advancement in
the number of students enrolled and it now ranks
as one of the best colleges of the kind in the West.

Both regular and wireless telegraphy is taught in
the school, with the most approved and modern of
apparatus and accessories, and graduates of the college are most thoroughly fortified for their work, as
shown by the fact that they are able to pass the
rigid examinations demanded by the Government for
service in its wireless and other telegraph stations.
The course in the Wichita Telegraph College is also
such as to prepare students for efficient railwaytelegraph service and all other phases of practical
telegraphic work. Wichita is fortunate in having
been made the seat of this excellent school and its
proprietor is known and valued as a loyal and publicHe
spirited citizen and successful business man.
was recently elected a member of the Institute of
Engineers.

Jeremiah Hampton Squires. One of the old and
honored residents of Topeka, to which city he came
thirty-seven years ago, is Jeremiah Hampton Squires,
veteran of the Civil war, who is now living in comfortable retirement after a long and us-ful career
as a business man and public official. Mr. Squires
was born at Southampton, on Long Island, New
York, September 11, 1842, and is the only survivor
of the four children of Jeremiah and Phoebe
(Jaegger) Squires, who were farming people.
Mr. Squires resided on the home farm on Long
Island until reaching the age of seventeen years,
and during this time acquired his education by attending the public schools and Southampton Academy. In the spring of 1860 he went to Columbus,
Ohio, and, witli the exception of the time he was a
soldier in the Civil war, remained in the employ of
one man at carpentering, as an apprentice, journeyman, foreman and partner, for nearly twenty years.
Mr. Squires enlisted July 22, 1862, as a private in
Company' A, Ninety-fifth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, and within two weeks of the time he was
enlisted was engaged in his first battle, at Richmond,
Kentucky. In this engagement twenty-seven men
of his company were killed or wounded, and here he
received his first and only wound during the war
which consisted of a bullet in the left hand. He,
with 600 others of his regiment, was here cantured
and paroled for ninety days. He was then declared
exchanged and rejoined his regiment, going into
active service at Milliken 's Bend, in April, 1863,
and being subsequently set to work digging a canal
north of Vicksburg. Next he went to Grand Gulf,
later to Jackson, and then to Vicksburg, where for
weeks he participated in the siege of that city,
which finally fell into the hands of the North. His
regiment then took part in the chase of Johnston's
army, which it met in the battle of Jackson, where
In so
it was ordered to uncover a masked battery.
doing, Mr. Squires, then a sergeant, saw two officers
six

of the enemy beating a retreat, followed them, and,
on discovering them in a tent, covered them with
his gun and took them as prisoners to the Union
While on the way from Vickslines single-handed.
burg to Jackson, he was ordered to select four men
and make a reconnoissance in the neighborhood of
Black River, where the enemy were supposed to be
occupying a fort on the river bank. Here they were
surprised b.y about twenty-five of the enemy who
were in the fort and were fired upon. The handful
of Union men responded with a charge on the
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twcntr-fivc Confocieratcs, who retreated and orossed
river in boats, leaving tlie unjruanled fort to be
captured by a force of about one-fourth their own
strengtli, one of the idueky Northerns having been
dispatched to the X'nion commander with informaLater in the day, the
tion regarding conditions.
commander of the Federal troops relieved the four
men and they went on to Jackson as previously related.
After Jackson the regiment went back to
witliin about six miles of Vicksburg, where the men
went into camp. Mr. Squires was then assigned to
the duty of going to Columbus, Ohio, to secure
drafted men to fill up the depleted ranks of the regiment, but, as there were none there, he was ordered
to recruit. He was relieved in the early spring and
rejoined his regiment at llemphis, Tennessee, June
1, 1*64, and was then in the expedition sent out to
check the advance of the Confederate leader, GenAt Briee 's Cross Roads, Mississippi,
eral Forrest.
the Tnion forces, numbering about 6.000 were defeated by the Southerners, who numbered some
10,000, and 136 men of Mr. Squires' regiment were
captured by the enemj', he being among the number. He was started to Andersonville Prison and for
several days the only food obtained by the prisoners
consisted of corn which they picked up from around
the places where the animals had been fed. Finally,
they reached the line of the railroad and were
packed into box cars and sent to Andersonville stockade, where they arrived June 19, 1864. Mr. Squires
experirnced all the hardships, sufferings and tortures which incarceration in that awful prison meant,
and from the weight of 175 pounds when he went
in wasted away to eighty pounds, his weight w'hen
tlio

finally

released.

On

November

24,

1864,

with

10,000 other prisoners he was paroled and returned
to Camp Chase, Ohio, to endeavor to regain his
shattered energies. While at Andersonville, he had

some miraculous manner succeeded in secreting
60 cents from the search of his guards, and w'ith
this he bought writing paper and stamps and sent
a letter to his sister, who was then living at ColumSix months after the lett'^r has been
bus. Ohio.
written it was handed to him at Columbus. In the
spring of 1865 Mr. Squires rejoined his regiment at
Mobile, Alabama, but the war being virtually over,
he was stationed at Enterprise, Mississippi, doing
guard duty for the rest of his service. He was finally
ordered North and discharged at Louisville, Kentucky, August 18, 1S65, at which time he held the
rank of orderly sergeant.
At Columbus, Ohio, Julv 27, 1«67, the brave young
soldier was married to Virginia Elizabeth Schimp.
He continued to bo engaged at carpentering and
contracting in Ohio until 1879, when he came to
Kansas and purchased 240 acres of raw land in
Pottawatomie County, six miles northwest of Waumega. In the fall of that year his family joined
him and he continued to be engaged in farming for
six yi'ars. since which time he has resided at Topeka.
For several years he followed real estate ventures
and during that time was elected and served three
terms a? a member of the Topeka Board of Education, and later was elected and served four terms
as city clerk. >[r. Squires is a republican. He is a
poT>ular comrade of the Orand Army of the Republic
and a valued member of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, the Knights and Ladies of Security,
the Ancient Order of United Workmen and the
Modern Woodmen of America. He and his family
are memljers of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Squires are the parents of three chilin

dren: Ralph W.; Frank C, an achitect of Topeka:
and Anna L.

Ralph W. Squires, present register of deeds of
Shawnee County, was born at Columbus, Ohio, April
29, 1870, and was nine years of age when b'ought
to Kansas by his parents, Jeremiah and Virginia
E. (Schimp) Squires, and for a few years the family
The
lived on the farm in Pottawatomie County.
recollection of the booming of the prairie chickens
in the spring when frost covered the earth in the
morning, the cries of the plover, and other incidents
of pioneer life, left an indelible impress on his
youthful mind. He received his education in the
public schools and later took up the study of pharmacy, and the retail drug business has been his permanent employment. At the November election of
1914 there were 132 names on the ballot for the
various offices, from United States Senator on down,
and his name as a candidate for the office of register
of deeds received a greater number of votes than
any other. He has decidedly made good in the office
to which he was elected and is vindicating the confidence of the people who felt him capable of discharging its duties efficiently. Mr. Squires is a
thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason and has
the honor of having served as master of Topeka
Lodge No. 17, Ancient Free & Accepted Masons.
He is also a member of the Shawnee Golf Club.
Mr. Squires married Miss Jennie Griesen, of Topeka, December 14, 1S94, and they have one daughter,
Virginia.

William H. Moffit.

In the group of surviving
Kansas, William H. Moffit of
Highland Park, a suburb of Topeka, has an important place.
Mr. Moffit carries within his individual

territorial pioneers of

practically the entire story of Kansas
from the beginning of the border warfare until the
present, a period of fully fifty years. He has been a
witness of great and stirring events, and in those
events has not been himself an inconsiderable parrecollection

ticipant.

His birth occurred in Henry County, Iowa, JanuThat date indicates that the family6, 1842.
history has been identified with the pioneer times of
more than one state. Iowa at the time of his birth
was still a territory and very sparsely settled. His
parents were Orlando and Catherine Bishop (Beam^
Moffit. Orlando Moffit spent his entire life as a farmer
but had a varied and interesting career along the
frontier. He was a native of New York State, moved
first to Ohio, and from there to Iowa when it was a
He was living in Iowa when the news of
territory.
the discovery of gold on the Pacific coast reached the
Middle West. In 1849 he started overland as part
of the great exodus to the gold fields.
Joining a
large wagon train at Omaha, he journeyed on across
the plains by way of Salt Lake City until he reached
He worked in the mines for a time and
the coast.
afterwards was a lumberman. In 1854 he returned
to the states by way of the Isthmus of Panama.
During his absence in the Far West his family had
used up practically all their means, and as his ventures on the coast had been meagerly rewarddl
Orlando determined upon another move further west
where land was cheap, where the climate was mild
and where he might ho])e to live in peace and reasonable prosperity the rest of his days. Loading two
wagons with his household goods, with six yoke of
oxen to draw them, and with other domestic animals
in the train, he set out for Kansas Territory in the
ary
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located in what
Shawnee County. This
country was then an unbroken expanse of prairie
with only spots of brush to relieve the monotonous
vasta and with some timber along the water courses.
Here and there, but widely scattered, were the dwellTopeka was
ing places of the early white settlers.
a village of slab shanties, and Tecumseh was the
more promising of the two towns. In the beautiful
valley of the Shunganung Orlando Moffit built hm
first house, a log cabin, the logs being cut from the
growing timber.
The Moflits were known as "black abolitionists"
and Charles Moffit, a brother of Orlando, and stUl

spring

is

of

1855.

Orlando

now Tccunisch Township

MofSt

of

another brother, Erastus, were prominently identified
with the greatest abolitionist of them all, John Brown.
Charles Moffit was an officer during the border warfare
period, and his portrait now hangs upon the walls of
the State Memorial Building at Topeka.
In the family of Orlando Moffit and wife were
three sons and three daughters, and all but one of
them are still living. William H. Moffit was thirteen
years of age when he came with his parents to Kansas.
His recollections cover the entire period of territorial history, the troubles of the border between
the Free Soil and Pro-Slavery element, and the wonderful strides of civilization in the great inventions
of sixty years.
His education was limited to such opportunities
as he had found in the public schools before coming
After arriving here he had to do all he
*o Kansas.
could to keep up the pioneer farm.
He was not yet grown when the war broke out.
On August 21, 1862, he became a member of Company H of the Eleventh Kansas Cavalry and was in
active service until discharged at Leavenworth on
September 13, 1865. Most of his campaigning was
done in the states of Kansas, Missouri and Arkansas, and among otlier battles he participated at old
Fort Wayne, Cane Hill, Boston Mountain, Van Buren,
Sinibar Hill, Lexirlgton, Little Blue, Big Blue and
At the battle of Lexington he was
Westport.
wounded in the left shoulder by a musket ball.
With the return of peace Mr. Moffit came back to
Kansas, and at various times was employed in the
stonemason 's trade. However, his main vocation has
been farming and from that he has won the prosperity which enables him to enjoy life now somewhat
He owns a quarter section of land in one
at leisure.
part of Shawnee County, ten acres in another quarter,
and twenty-four lots in Highland Park, where he
.

makes

his

home.

Much of the history of Kansas might be written
from the personal recollections of Mr. Moffit. One
of the experiences he recalls occurred in 1860, when
with his father and other men he engaged in a hunting trip out toward Salina.
During that trip the

party encountered twenty-seven herds of buffalo, each
herd averaguig two. hundred, animals.
The party
killed twenty-five buffalo and young Moffit himself
killed five out of seven attempts.
The best of the
buffalo meat was "jerked."
"Jerked meat" is a
term hardly familiar to modern people.
The meat
was cut in strips, salted, cured over a slow fire and
by the sun, and after that process it would keep for
a very long time. The party brought back from this
Mr. Moffit
expedition about a ton of jerked meat.
also recalls a custom of the early days when buckwheat was ground through a coffee mill, the chaff
being subsequently sifted from the flour.
On February 11, 1868, Mr. Moffit married Maria
S. Beam.
To their marriage were born four chil-
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dren:
Josephine, Mrs. J. N. Edgar; Ella May, Mrs.
R. S. Butner; Lueina, Mrs. A. B. Lange; and a son
that died in infancy.
Mr. and Mrs. Moffit have

twenty-four grandchildren. Politically Mr. Moffit is
a republican and he and his wife are active members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a member
of Ijincoln Post, Grand Army of the Republic. While
living on the farm he served as road supervisor,
school treasurer and school director a number of
years.

Geokge N. Holmes.
ploye

of

the

legal

For thirty-two years an emdepartment

of

the

Atchison,

Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, at the general offices
at Topeka, few men are better known or more highly
Prior to the
respected than is George N. Holmes.
time he entered the employ of this line, Mr. Holmes
had many interesting and remarkable experiences,
and his career is one which exemplifies the value of
perseverance, fidelity and integrity in gaining position and fortune.
George N. Holmes was born at Stamford, LincolnHis father,
shire,
England, January 11, 1853.
George Holmes, was a native of Norfolk, in an adjoining shire, and his mother, Sarah Nelsey, was born
at Boston, Lincolnshire.
They were the parents of
thirteen children, of whom George N. was tiie seventh
The two eldest daughters are residents of
born.
Hemel Hempstead, England; the third daughter is
a son, James Robert, is
living at Boston, England
in Western Australia, at Kalgoorlie; the youngest
son is living in Vancouver, British Columbia; and
the two youngest sisters are living in North Topeka,
Mr.
having come to the United States in 1900.
Holmes belongs to a family noted for its longevity,
;

three of his grandparents having lived to nearly the
age of ninety years; and George Holmes was eightyfive at his death.
George N. Holmes received his education in private
schools in his native land and there received some
business ex]:erienee as a clerk in a dry goods store.
He came to the United States in 1873, and, after a
year of the most remarkable experiences and vicissitudes arrived in Kansas, where with good luck, hard
work, loyal service and the good fortune of securing
a good and faithful woman for a wife, he has advanced to a position of honor and trust.
When Mr. Holmes arrived in America it was during the great panic of 1873, when work was exceedingly scarce. With a companion, also from England,

he began tramping to find employment, and in their
they passed through the states of Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and Kentucky, and finally arrived at
Kansas City. While in the tunnel of the Wabash
Railroad there, Mr. Holmes became separated from
his young companion, whom he never saw nor heard
from again.
itr.
Holmes arrived at the three
bridges, Topeka, on the morning of Sunday, on a
fine day in tlie spring of 1874.
He had lost his last
"shin-plaster" quarter while sleeping in a haystack
in
fumls.
Missouri, and was absolutely witliout
Approaching a house to ask for something to eat, he
found the family at morning prayers, and tlie man of
the house, who afterwards proved to be Professor
Smith of the Quincy School, was very kind to him
and asked him to breakfast.
His benefactor then
introduced him to Ben White, a blacksmith and felloyr-

travels

countryman, who invited Mr. Holmes to live at his
home, where he remained for a month and assisted
Mr. White then introthe blacksmith in his work.
duced him to W. H. Sprinkle, a farmer, who employed
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years, or until Doctor Ward, of
Silver Lake, heard that he was an old dry goods
ealcsniau and engaged him for his drug and general
Mr. Holmes, however, did not care for this
store.
business and after a short time resigned and returned
to his farming oiierations, this time with A. S.
Thomas, who at that time was clerk of the United
States Circuit Court. Going to Topeka to secure his
salarv, Mr. Thomas noticed that Mr. Holmes was an
excellent penman, and, after a consultation with his
where
deputy, hired him as an assistant in the office,
he reinained for six years. There he attracted the
attention of George R. Peek, the noted attorney, who,
recognizing his ability, persuaded him to enter the
& Santa
legal department of "the Atchison, Topeka
Fe Railroad. Mr. Holmes has the utmost confidence
of the officials of his company, who have found that
they can dejicnd absolutely upon his accuracy, ability
and loyalty; and has also gained and retained the
of all who have worked with him or have

him for nearly two

friendship

into contact witli him in any way. He has been
successful in his investments, and at the present
time is the owner of a: pleasant home and well imwhere he expects to
proved farm in Soldier Township,
after his days of
pass the closing years of his life,
usefulness to the railroad have passed, but which,
it may be said, will probably be many years in the
From the first day of May, 1S74, to the
future.
time he has never missed a day 's employment.

come

present

Mr. Holmes' married Miss Cynthia Grace Auld, a
daughter of Capt. Dan Caldwell Auld, a pioneer
of Kansas who settled in Marshall County in 18.')6.
Captain Auld was born in 1809, in Pennsylvania,
from which state he went to Harrison County, Ohio,
at an early day, and from the Buckeye State to
Kansas. He married his cousin, Jane Auld, wliom
he had courted for a bashful lover, quite after the
fashion of John Alden and Miles Standish. Captain
and Mrs. Auld became the parents of eight children,
born in Ohio, and two in Kansas, Mrs. Auld dying
A few
at the time of the birth of the last child.
the
years later Captain Auld married Mrs. Hyde,
widow of the noted Doctor Hyde, who owned the
the Knights and
property, on which is now situated
Ladies of Security Building. Captain Auld was an
ardent Union man during the Civil war, and organized a company for the Thirteenth Regiment,
Kansas Volunteer Infantry, which was commanded
by Col. John A. Martin. In his later years Captain

Auld held many positions of public trust and reKansas Legissponsibility, and was twice sent to the
He lived to a ripe old age and died when
lature.

eighty-seven years old while on a visit to his daughThree children were
ter, Mrs. George N. Holmes.

bom

to

who

is

Mr. and Mrs. Holmes, namely: Mary Isabel,
the wife of Louis Fleischer, whom she married October l'>, 1895, tlie Fleischers being an old
and honored pioneer family of Kansas; Anna Maud,
who died November 21, 1899, as Mrs. Isaac Robinson;
and George, who died in August, 1896.

William H. Lewabk was one of the prominent
factors in the business and social life of Coffeyville
for many years. His death in that city July 3, 1914,
removed a' forceful and energetic worker and a man
whose public
all his

days.

spirit

had always been uppermost in
community from the early

relations with that

He was born in the State of Indiana in 1848, a
son of John aiid Elizabeth Lewark. His father was
a farmer and died in Idaho, and his mother died in
Indiana.
The late Mr. Lewark was one of the boy soldiers

Union army during the Civil war. When still
and for one year nine months
and participated in some of
the hardest fought campaigns of the war. He was
with Sherman on his march to the sea, and followed
of the

in his teens lie enlisted
was with his regiment

that great leader on his progress through the Caro-

Unas and had the distinction of marching in Washington at the Grand Review. He spent his early life
near Indianajiolis, and in 1872 came out to Kansas,
locating at Old Parker.

He was

married there in

and soon afterwards moved to Coffeyville.
With the exception of a year and nine months in
IS".'),

was thencebusiness interests until his death. He established the leading
livery enterprise of the city and was still in that
work when death overtook him. In 1913 his stables
and all their contents were destroyed by fire, and he
had made a fresh start onlv a short time before his
tlie

restaurant business in Colorado, he

forward identified with Coffeyville

's

ileath.

His record of public service

is

as important as

his able management of his private affairs. He served
as constable a number of years, was elected police

judge and filleil that office for ten consecutive years,
and for four years was a member of the city counAt tlie time of his death he was commissioner
cil.
of streets and parks, and had filled that office nearly
four years. He was a democrat, attended the Episcopal Church, and was well known in fraternal circles,
being affiliated with Keystone Lodge No. 102,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Star Lodge No.
117, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Camp No.
^fodern Woodmen of America, Lodge No. 775,
(ifi.'i,
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and Lodge
No. 279, Ancient Order of United Workmen. As a
jirivate or as a member of the ch.amber of lomnierce
he worked constantly for the welfare of his home
city, and was a stockholder in the Montgomery
County Fair Association. He also had financial

interests in a

number

of local enterprises.

Mrs. William H. Lewark, w-ho survives her husband was before her marriage Nannie McLees. She
was born ten miles northeast of Pittsburg, Pennsyl-

Her
vania, and comes of Scotch-Irish ancestry.
father John McLees w'as born at Greensburg, Pennsylvania, in 1S29, became a hotel proprietor in
Pennsylvania, and in 1868 moved to Iowa, locating
on a farm six miles from Centerville. He lived there
for two seasons, then sold out and moved to Old
Parker, Kansas, where in the early days he was engaged in the freighting service for the Indian Reservation. He afterwards moved to Coffeyville and
was associated with Mr. Lewark in the livery business until his deatli, w^hich occurred in 1912. Mr.
McLees was a democrat. He was also an honored
veteran of the Civil war. From Pennsylvania he
enlisted and served tliree years with a regiment from
that state, and took part in the great battles of
Gettysburg, Shiloli, Lookout Mountain and many
other noted battles. His brother .loseph McLees was
killed at Gettysburg. John McLees married Sarah A.
Brown, who was born in County Down, Ireland, in
18.30, came to this country at the age of nineteen,
her family locating near Pittsburg, and she died at
Her three children are: Mrs.
Coffeyville in 1890.
Lewark; Mattie I., who is unmarried and lives with
Mrs. Lewark; and Lillie M., who is also unmarried
and lives in the I^ewark home at Coffeyville.
Mr. and Mrs. Lewark were married at Old Parker
in 1875.
Mrs. Lewark is a very active member of
the Episcopal Church at Coffeyville, and has served
four terms as president of the Ladies Guild. She is
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member of the Searchlight Club, the
woman's club organized at Coffeyville, the club
being a member of the City Federation of Woman's
Clubs. Mrs. Lewark is the mother of three children:
J. Harry, who conducts the livery business established b}' his father at Coffeyville; Russell V., who
a pi-oniinent

first

maintains a taxi cab service at Coffeyville; and
H., wife of Frank Halden Weaver, a real estate

Katy

man

at Coffeyville.

William M. Hunter, M. D., has not only gained
status as one of the representative physicians and
surgeons of Kansas but has also become a widely
known authority in the diagnosis and treatment of
all phases of catarrh, to which department of professional work he now gives virtually his entire attention. He maintains his home and oflBce headquarters
in the City of Wichita but in his special field of practice he draws an appreciable and appreciative client-

age from states far distant from Kansas. The doctor
is a scion of a sterling family whose name has b'^en
identi'^ed \''ith American annals from the time of

•

the War of the Revolution. He is a direct descendant from Granson Hunter, who left his home in Ireland and came with the British forces to America to
take part in the Revolutionary war. Shortly after
arriving in America he became assured of the legitimacy of the cause of the struggling colonies and so
great was his disinclination to fight aarainst the brave
colonial forces that he deserted from the British
army and settled in North Carolina. Later he removed to Greenville, Hlinois, and became one of the
pioneers of that state. His son William wedded Miss
Polly Anne Grace, and the young counle forthwith
set forth to establish a home in DeKalb County,
Missouri. They made the trip with one horse, which
the bride rode, and the young husband compassed the
major part of the overland trip on foot. They became the first white settlers in DeKalb County, and
there Mr. Hunter engaged in farming and stockgrowinc. It is "-orthy of historic note that he was
a member of the party who escorted the Mormon
leader, Brifham Young, and his followers out of
Missouri "hen they were driven from that state.
William Hunter was a man of vigor and strong mind,
and he went forth to give loyal and g.allant service
as a soldier in the Mexican war. At the close of the
conflict, in recosnition of his services, he was allotted a large tract of land in Texas, and on a part
of this tract is now situated the fine City of Dal'as.
.Tohn Hunter, son of William and Polly Anne (Grace)
Hunter and father of Doctor Hunter of th's review,
was born and reared in DeKalb County, Missouri.
There, as a young man, was solemnired his marriage
to Miss Susan .Tane Foster and in IS.'iS, accompanied
by his family and his venerable father he made his
way to Texas. They established their home on the
land that had been granted to William Hunter, and
there they encaged in the raising of horsos and cattle
on an extensive scale. At the time of ,Tnhn Hunter's death, in 186.5, he owned about 12,000 head of
cattle.

Dr. William M. Hunter was born in DeKalb
County, Missouri, on the Sth of May, 18.52. and thus
he was about six vears of age at the time of the fam.
ily removal to Texas, where he gained his preliminary education in the pioneer schools. Later he
attended St. .Tosenh College, at St. Joseph, Missouri,
and in 1*78 he was irraduated in the great University of Michiean, at Ann Arbor, from which he received the degree of Bachelor of Arts. In prepara-
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tion for his chosen profession he entered the Eclectic
Medical College in the City of Cincinnati, Ohio, and
in the same he was graduated as a member of the
claes of 1880, with the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
In the winter of 1883 he entered the great Bellevue
Hospital in the City of New York, and during that
and the seven succeeding winters he continued to do
effective post-graduate work in this institu'.ion,
where he gave special attention to the study of
catarrh in all of its phases and where he had the
best of clinical advantages in pursuing his research.
During the intervening summers of this period, and
up to the year 1900, Doctor Hunter was engaged in
the active practice of his profession in the City of
Dallas, Texas, and in the year mentioned he came to
Kansas and established his residence at Wichita,
where he has since specialized in the treatment of
all forms of catarrhal disease, his success in his

chosen specialty having been such that he has drav^m
patients from every state in the Union, so that his
reputation far transcends local limitations. The doeis
identified with representative professional
organizations and continues a close student of the
best standard and periodical literature of his

tor

profession.

As a young man, prior to entering college. Doctor
Hunter gained his full quota of experience in connection with the varied operations of an extensive
Texas ranch,- and in season it was his custom to
drive about .3,000 head of cattle from the home ranch
to Dodge City, Kansas, the nearest available shipping point. At that time there was only on" store
on the river bank where the thriving City of Wichita

now

stands,

and

this

store

was conducted

in

a

primitive shack.
At Dallas, Texas, was solemnized the marriage of
Doctor Hunter to Miss Julia Vaughn, and of their
five children only one is living
Annie, who is the
wife of William Agnew, of Los Angeles, California.

—

Thomas Milburn Hobson, Jr. has made his mark
and impress on the world of affairs as an advertiser,
and has built up an organization for poster advertising and general advertising, extending through a
chain of towns from Tulsa, Oklahoma, to Kansas City,
Missouri. He has also been extensively interested in
the theatrical- business, though he has recently disposed of all his holdings in that field.
He was born at Paola, Kansas, September 23, 1883,
and has spent most of his life in the Sunflower State.
His ancestors came from Ireland and were early
settlers in Ohio and Indiana.
His grandfather, John
Hobson was born in Kentucky, was a miller and later
carpenter and builder, and died at Utica, Indiana,
1862, before his grandson was born.
T. M. Hobson, vSr., who still lives at Paola, was born
at Utica, Indiana, in 1845, was reared there, but came
out to Kansas in 1867, and has since had his home for
forty-nine years at Paola. He is still active in busiHe has
ness, as a house mover and bridge builder.
taken an active part in local affairs at Paola, having
served as mayor and several terms on the council.
He was married in 1874 at Fort Scott, Kansas, to
M'ss Minerva Catherine Tresslar, who was born at
Franklin, Indiana, in 1852.
He is a republican and
connected with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and other fraternal orders.
Their children are:
Chatt'e, wife of John Lanier Frve, a merch,ant at

Vandnba. Illinois; and Thomas Milburn, Jr.
Mr. Hobson had an excellent education as a preparation for his life work.
After attending the public
schools of P.aola, leaving the high school in 1901, ho
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Kimball-Union Academy of McnHiram College
Hampshire, and then attended
den,
in Ohio, an institution of which James A. Garfield
was once president. He left coUcge in the junior year
and in 1905 took up advertising, a line he has followed
spent a year in

tlie

New

was
ever since, especially in poster advertising. He
in
first located at Paola and worked at his business
that \icinity and still retains interests there, with a
went to Douglas,
manager in charge. In 1909 he
and
Arizona, and built up a poster advertising plant
1910.
also leased the Orpheum Theater until May 1,
At that date he estaljished his headquarters and home
at Independence, Kansas, and has developed the exAs a
tensive advertising business already noted.
theatrical man lie had interests in theaters at Indeand Caney. His offices
pendence, Coffcvvillc, Ottawa
are at 112 AYest Laurel Street and he owns his home
at Fifth and Locust streets and considerable other
Mr. Hobson is vice president of the
city property.
Tri'-State Poster Advertising Association.
He is affiliated with Fortitude Lodge No. 107,
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons Keystone Chapter
;

No. 22, Koyal Arch Masons; St. Bernard Commandery
No. 10, Knights Templar; Mirzah Temple of the
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at Pittsburgh, Kansas;
with Council No.' 45 of the United Commercial Travelers at Inde|)endcnce; with Lodge No. 780, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at Independence;
with the Loyal Order of Moose, and is a republican,
a member of the Commercial Club and the Country
Club, and is president of the Rotary Club.
On December 3, 1912, at Independence, Mr. Hobson
married Miss Marie Ziegler, a daughter of W. E. and
Jessie Ziegler of Coffeyville. Mrs. Hobson is a granddaughter of Mrs. A. C. Stich of Independence.

There are many things of inJoseph F. Savage,
of Coffeyville, jiarticulaily in the line of achieve
mcnts and success and position gained through individual efforts and with honor. Perhaps the most
interesting, however, as well as the most important
in regard to the history of Kansas, is the fact that
this retired banker made what was really the first
treaty here with the Osage Indians, this being in
1868," when Mr. Savage was a "sooner." Since that
time his fortunes have grown and developed and he
has watched what was once the Indian country develop into a center of civilization, and has done his
full share in bringing about the progress that has
been made.
Mr. Savage was born in Wayne County, Kentucky,
February 2. ]8;i9, and is a son of E. S. and Martha
(Minges) Savage. He belongs to a family that originated in England and emigrated to the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia during colonial times. a"d his
grandfather was .John Savage, who was born in Vir-

Joseph F. Savage.

terest connected with the career of

ginia in

176.5

and became a pioneer of Wayne

County, Kentucky. He was a farmer by vocation,
foucht under General .Tackson in the War of 1S12,
and was wounded at the Battle of New Orleans, and
finally passed away, honored and respected at his
Kentucky home, in IS.i.^. E. S. Savage was born
in Wayne County, Kentucky, in 1705, was educated
in his native locality and followed the vocation of
farming throughout his life there, dying in 1863.'

He was

a

man

of sterling qualities of

character,

and through straiehtforward dealing and good citizenship won the respect and esteem of his fellowmen.
He was a democrat in politics. Mr. Savage married
Martha Minges, who was born in 1810, in Virginia,
and died in Wayne County, Kentucky, in 1855, and

they became the parents of eight children, namely:
L.
John, who died young; Peggy, who married R.
now
Davis, a mechanic of Louisville, Kentucky, both
being deceased; Rebecca, who died in Wayne County,
Kentucky, as the wife of the late John S. Ragon, who
was a farmer; Melissa, who a. so died in Wayne
in
County, Kentucky, unmarried; Sallie, who died
that county as Mrs. Davis; George, who resides at
Bartlesvillc, Oklahoma, and is a retired mechanic;
reJoseph F., of this review; and Selby, who is a
tired educator and lives at Coffeyville.
in the disJose])h F. Savage received his education
trict schools of Wayne Couniy, Kentucky, and was
reared on his father's farm, on which he remained
until he was seventeen years of age. At that time
he came to the West, locating at Springfield, Mison
souri, in the vicinity of which place he worked
different farms until the outbreak of the Civil war.
In 1862 he enlisted in the Eighth Regiment, Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, and with that command
saw much hard fighting, being among others, in the
battles of Pea Ridge, Little Rock and Shiloh, the
Siege of Vicksburg, and the engagements at Tupelo,
Mississippi, Prairie Grove, Arkansas, and Nashville,
Tennessee. At Jenkins Ferry, on the Saline River, he
was wounded through the arm, but soon rejoined his
regiment and continued to fight valiantly until receiving his honorable discharge in October, 1865.
With an excellent war record, the young soldier
returned to the duties of peace, and in 1867 settled
in Cedar County, Southwest Missouri, where he engaged in farming until 1868. In that year Mr.
Savage first came to Montgomery County, Kansas.
As a sooner, he settled in the Osage country, building a log cabin two miles north of the present site
of Coffeyville, his claim being one-half mile west
of Talley Springs. After building his cabin, ho returned to Missouri for supplies, bacon, plows, etc.,
and upon his return found that every bit of his
improvements had been removed by the Indians.
Nothing daunted, !Mr. Savage rebuilt his log cabin,
and on the morning after his return he was visited
by Chief Claymore, of the Osage Nation, who reniiested him and his companions, James Phillips and
William Sain, to leave the Osage country. In spite
of this these pioneers continued in their building,
and while so engaged received a well-written communication from Chief Claymore the gist of which
was that unless they removed from the reservation
within ten days, he would come with his braves and
drive them oiit. Mr. Savage, acting as spokeiman
for the whites, asked Henry, the chief's interpreter,
what would be the result if the chief's wisnes were
not complied with and the braves came.
Henry
replied that he did not know, and went away. Thus
Mr.
when
matters stood for a few days,
Savage met
the chief on the prairie and invited h'm and one of
his council. Big Elk, together with Henry, to come
the next day to his cabin "when the sun was
straight up," and eat with him. The invitation was
accepted, and after dinner the pipe was passed
around, and, seeing that the chief was in a good
humor, Mr. Savace decided U'^on a plan of action.
From his pocket he took two silver half-dollars, and,
clinking them together, attracted the attention of
Cla^-more. Silver was then very scarce, the Government paying the Indians in greenbacks, a form of
currency which they did not like. The Chief eyed
the shining silver with ereedy eyes, and finally Mr.
Savage made the following proposition: "Claymore," he said, "I have civen you your dinner,
and now I \vill give you this dollar, that we three be

*

KANSAS AND KANSANS
permitted to remain here with the understanding
tliat we steal nothing from you and you steal nothing from us, and we be not disturbed while the
Osages live here." The proposition was accepted,
the pipe was smoked, and thus was enacted the first
kept treaty for the privilege of living in the Diminished Reserve. Later, Chief Claymore gave the three
white settlers permission to plow twelve acres ofland apiece for raising wheat. This interesting incident was just about a month before Colonel Coffey,
the founder of Coffeyville, made his appearance.
For a period of twenty-two years Mr. Savage continued to engage in farming in that locality. His
original farm consisted of 160 acres, and he still
owiis .320 acres about two miles north of Coffeyville,
although this is not exactly his original place, as he
has bought and sold on several occasions. In 1890
he became one of the organizers and original stockholders of the First National Bank of Coffeyville,
and later assisted in the organization of the Ganey
Valley National Bank, of which he was made president, a position which he retained for twelve years.
"With others, he founded and put upon a paying
basis the State Bank of Coffeyville, and at one
time was one of the best known figures in banking
circles in this part of the state, but in 1908 disposed
of

his banking interests and retired.
He is
living in his comfortable modern home at No.
1012 Maple Street, Coffeyville, where he also owns
two modern store buildinas and other real estate
all

now

He

has various other interests, both agricultural and commercial, and during his active career
showed a great interest in civic affairs, particularly
when he was serving in the capacity of chairman
of the Commercial Club of Coffeyville.
Mr. Savage is a (\emocrat, but has never aspired to
public office. His religious connection is with the
Baptist Church. In fraternal circles, he is well and
favoraljly known, being a thirty-second degree
Mason and a member of Keystone Lodge No. 102,
Ancient Free & Accepted Masons, Coffeyville, of
which he is past master; Coffeyville Chapter No.
89,
Iiroperties.

Royal Arch Masons: Lochinvar Commanderv No. 52,
Knights Templar; Wichita Consistory No. "2, Royal
and Select Masters and Ararat Temple" Ancient Arabic
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of Leavenworth.
In 1867, Mr. Savage was married at
Osceola, Missouri, to Miss Matilda Fain, who died at
Coffeyville
in 1870,
leaving two sons: Isaac W., who resides on
liis farm three miles north of
Coffevville; and Abram
F., a retired farm ownier
living at'Winfield, Kansas.
In 187.3, in Cedar County, Missouri. Mr.
Savage was
again married, being united with Miss Mary Roberson, who died in 1889 at Coffevville.
In 1900 Mr.
Savage was married the third time, his bride being
Miss Hettio Hobbs, of
Winfield, Kansas, daughter of
the late Jacob Hobbs.

Herbert K. Lindsley. Recognized as one of the
leading commercial centers of the West, the City of
Wichita has advanced rapidly in recent
years along
particular lines. Its geographical location and rail"
road facilities have made it the
largest market in
the world for broom corn. In the
handling of broom
corn, an important figure

president of
whose career

is Herbert K.
Lindslev,
American Warehouse Company,
typical of modern progress and ad-

the
is

vancement.

It is not necessarv to seek far for the
reason for his success, or his
indefatigable energy,
close application and

progressive methods have not
only laid the foundation for the enterprise which
he has built up. but have led him into other
lines of
Vol.

rv— s

1813

endeavor, in which he has attained equal recognition
and reward.
Mr. Lindsley was born at Muncie, Indiana, June
When he was three years of age he was
21, 1875.
taken by his parents to Sterling, Kansas, where he
received his education, and after graduating from
the high school of that place, clerked for three
years and for a few years thereafter was agent for
the Pacific Express Company at Sterling. He then
'engaged in the broom corn business at Sterling, that
town being at the time the largest broom corn
market in the West. In 1904 he came to Wichita,
where he was the first to engage in the broom corn
business, and subsequently became the organizer
and was elected president of the American Warehouse Company of Wichita, a $300,000 corporation
for the handling of broom corn. This is the largest
concern of the kind in the world, and has branch
offices in various of the large cities, its warehouses
at Galveston being the largest in that city. During
the years of its existence, the company has grown
and developed under Mr. Lindsley 's able direction
and its operations have taken on an importance
national in

its scope.

While Mr. Lindsley has been primarily interested
in the broom corn business, he has also entered other
fields of business activity, where his abilities and
talents have been enlisted in the promotion and
development of institutions of more than ordinary

.

importance. In 1900, while a resident of Sterling,
he became the organizer of the Lyons National
Bank, of Lyons, Kansas, and was made its president,
a position which he still retains. In 1902 he organized the Farmers State Bank, of Chase, Kansas, of
which he is also the directing head in the capacity
of president.
During the years 1910 and 1911 he
was the prime mover in the organization of the
Farmers and Bankers Life Insurance Company,
capitalized at $275,000, and in the five years of the
company's existence it has had approximately $15,000.000 worth of business in force. This is an old
line legal reserve life insurance company, and from
the time of its inception, Mr. Lindsley has directed
its affairs from the president's chair.
OVi .Tune 16, 1909, Mr. Lindsley was united in marriage with Miss .Tessie Piper, of Clinton, Missouri.
Thev were the parents of two children: Robert
Kitchel. born September 27, 1911; and Herbert
Piper, born December 16, 191.3. Mr. Lindsley is a
Scottish Rite Mason, past commander of Sterling
Commanderv, Knights Templar, and a member of
the Blue Lodge, Chapter and Shrine, and also holds
membership in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pvthias and the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks. He has always taken
a deep interest in the welfare of Wichita, never
hesitating to advocate or oppose any measure or
project which pertains to modern advancement and
improvement, which in his judgment merits endorsement or opposition, and is widely known as a man
of substantial worth, whose judgment is sound and
sagacity keen.

Charles W. B.\rnes.
editor,

As

reporter and newspaper
of insurance

former state superintendent

and now president of the Kansas Life Insurance
Compnny of Topeka, Charles W. Barnes has hadan
exceedingly busy and successful career covering
almost the entire forty-year period since he came
to the state.

He was born on
October
Louisa

28,

a farm in Coshocton County, Ohio,
1869, a son of Willi.am O. and Maria

(McGruder)

Barnes.

His

grandfather
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Charles Barnes was a lawyer, one of the pioneer
members of the Ohio bar,' an<l in the early days
served as a .iudge. William O. Barnes was a fanner,
ami left the' farm to serve in an Ohio regiment durhis family
ing the Civil war. In 1877 he brought
out to Western Kansas, locating in Trego County.
He acquired a large acreage of land, but soon found
that it was not amenable to the kind of agriculture
he had practiced back in Ohio, owing to a lack of
That was many years before the introrainfall.
duction of modern dry farming. He took up ca'tle
financial disraising, but not long afterwards met
aster during the severe winter of 1882, when most
of his stock was fro-^en in a blizzard. Having had a
lion's share of early Kansas vicissitudes, he then

removed

to

Lyon County, and

is

now spending

his

declining years at Osage City.
The only child of his parents, Charles W. Barnes
was eight "years old when he came to Kansas, and on
his father 's farm and ranch came to know "something of the hardships and privations of the Kansas
farmer of that time. Most of his education was acwhere
quired after his father moved to Lyon County,
he attended the State Normal School in Emporia.
At that time it was his plan and ambition to teach,but he became diverted to a more congenial emp'oyment in newspaper work. He worked on the News,
the Democrat, the Republican and the Gazette at

Emporia, and was employed in almost every capacity
from apprentice to editor.
In 1S95 Mr. Barnes came to Topeka as political
reporter for the Daily Capital, and for three years
kept tab on the political situation in the city and
throughout the state. He next went to the State
Journal at Topeka, as political reporter, and in fact
has never wholly lost his interest in journalism.
In 1903 Mr. Barnes entered the field of insurance
as assistant to C. H. Luling, then state superintendent of insurance. Then in 1907 he was elected state
superintendent of insurance, and reelected in 1908.
Those were stirring years in insurance circles everywhere, and he rendered his state a valuable service
in the careful and conscientious administration of
his public duties.
In 191.3 Mr. Barnes was the chief organizer of
the Kansas Life Insurance Company, of which he has
since been president.
Bringing to this institution
his wide experience as an ollicial and as a practical
business man, he has succeeded in making it one of
the large and safe financial institutions of the state.
Mr. Barnes is affiliated with the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias,
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Modern
Woodmen of America, the Knights and Ladies of
Security, and the Sons of Veterans. On Christmas
Day, 1S99, he married Margaret Holmes Bear. They
have two children: Charles W., Jr., and Jack B.

The greatest sources of producwealth along the Kaw River are the market
This is an industry
gardens and fruit orchards.
which has developed to high proportions in BCansas,
and as everyone knows is a business where hard
work, careful management, and thorough planning
are prerequisites of success.
Perhaps no family has
made a better record in this field and has shown more
of these essentials than that of Debaeker, one of
whose representatives is named above.
The Debaekers are Belgian people. Desire Debacker was born near Brussels in Belgium in 1874.
His father was the late John B. Debaeker, who was
born in the same district of Belgium in 1851. He
Desike Debackeb.

tive

there, married, and was connected with a
woolen goods manufacturing concern. When the children were still small his wife died, and leaving the
young people with tlieir maternal grandfather John
"B. Debaeker set out for America.
Coming to Kansas
he homesteaded in Kingman County, seven miles east
A little later his family
of the City of Kingman.
followed him, and after seven years spent in Kingman
County he moved to Rosedale in Wyandotte County,
and then three years later to Shawnee County, where
the Debaekers have since had their home and the

grew up

scene of their activities. John B. Debaeker died at
the old place in this county in 1904 at the age of
His wife's father, Antone Gilbert, had
fifty-three.
charge of the young children for a time and brought
them to Kingman County, Kansas. Antone Glibert
lived to the advanced age of eighty-seven and died at
the home of one of his sons in the State of Washington, much loved and lamented by the Debaeker family.
John B. Debaeker after the death of his wife had to
be both father and mother to his children, and not
only did his duty by them but provided them well
in material substance and was a highly esteemed
citizen.

Desire Debaeker came to America and joined his
He spent his early
father's family when a child.
youth partly in Kingman County and partly in
Wyandotte County, and took up the real work of his
He has developed one of the
life in Shawnee County.
most extensive market gardens and fruit orchards in
the county, and has made a specialty of apples. His
orchards have produced as high as 10.000 bushels in
a single season. The crop above all others for which
the Kaw River valley is famous is potatoes, and Mr.
Debaeker has raised as high as 5,000 bushels of sweet
potatoes in a single season. He has shipped produce
to every northern state from Minnesota to the lakes,
and one of his crops is spinach, of which he shipped
4,000 bushels during one season, that establishing the
record of any one grower in the state.
Mr. Debaeker married November 18. 1906, Margaret Corcoran, who was born in Louisville, Kentucky,
John B., Catherine,
and they have four children:
Alvin and Sidney. One son named Martin Edmond
died in infancy.

Orvis Milton Bloom, one of the well known oil
producers living at Independence, Kansas, has been
closely identified with the oil districts of the southwest for over twenty years.
He was born in Clearfield County, Pennsylvania.
February 9. 1873, a son of A. W. and Rebecca (MacCraeken) Bloom. His mother is now living at Independence. Mr. Bloom was one of a large family of
children, and his brother. C. L. Bloom, hjis been one
of the most successful oil operators in the southwest.
When O. M. Bloom was five years of age his parents
moverl to Fulton County, Indiana, and he attended his
Later they located in Bollinger
first schools there.
County in Southeastern Missouri, and he continued his
education in the schools there, and after 1885 was
a student in the public schools of Linn County. Kansas,
where his parents located. He spent the first sixteen
years of his life on his father 's farms.
Tti the f.nll of 1S8S Mr. Bloom went west to California, and at Red Bluff bec.ime foreman on a ranch
t'^at was known as the W.alsh Ranch.
He remained
there 2% years, then spent one winter in running a
traction engine, and continued f.arming on the coast

March 14, 1894.
that date he returned to Miami County, Kansas,
and has since been active in the oil fields. Ho has
been through all the grades of service, beginning as

until
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His work has
tool dresser and rising to contractor.
taken him into the Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri and
a producer of both oil and gas.
his family reside at 203 South
Fifteenth Street in Independence, and he owns a
house and lot at 613 North Tenth Street. Politically
he is independent, and he served as deputy sheriff at

Texas tiehls, and he
Mr. Bloom and

is

Bonner Springs, Kansas, during two administrations,
one a rejiublican and the other democratic. He is
aflSliated with Bouuer Springs Lodge No. 366, Ancient,
Free and Accepted Masons, the Royal Arch Chapter
at Kansas City and the Knights Templar Commandery
in the same placii, and is also a member of Kansas City
Consistory of the tliirty-second degree Scottisli Eite.
Mr. Bloom belongs to Independence Lodge No. 780
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and
was formerly identified with Camp No. 649, Modern
Woodmen of America.
On April 23, 1900, in Independence, he married Miss
Catherine Early, a daughter of B. P. and Catherine
Early, who now reside in Coffeyville, where her father
is in business.
Mr. and Mrs. Bloom have five children:
Margaret, who died in infancy; Francis Milton, born
August 9, 1909; Mary Elizabeth, born October 9, 1911;
Bernard Leroy, born Decemlier 23, 1913; and John

Edward, born December

Eay

L. Bailey

26, 1915.

one of the widely known men of
is now successfully farming a
fine place four miles north of North Topeka.
He
makes farming a real business, understands it in all
details, and gives it the same energy and close attention which he formerly paid to his work as a
He was on the road for a
traveling salesman.
number of years, and his firm sent him on a number of missions to Old Mexico. On account of his
travel and extensive acquaintance in that southern
republic he is well informed as to Mexican internal
is

Shawnee County, and

affairs.

Mr. Bailey was born in Mansfield, Tioga County,
Pennsylvania, August 24,' 1868, but has been a resident of Kansas since his parents brought him to
this state in October, 1872.
M. D. Bailey, his father, has long been a prominent man in Kansas. On coming to the state in
1872 he and his family settled in Pawnee County.
He was also a native of Tioga County, Pennsylvania, and the Bailey family were among the pio
neers in that district. The father of M. D. Bailey
was Benjamin F. Bailey, who was born in Pennsylvania and in early territorial days, before the Civil
war, came out to Leavenworth, Kansas, and opened
a store.
Mr. A. Meyers, who is now living in
Meyers Valley, in Pottawatomie County, is one of
the

men who

Benjamin Bailey ns a IjcavenBenjamin Bailey finally
returned to Pennsylvania, having remained in Kansas onlv a few years.
M. D. Bailey, after coming to Kansas, was employed in the United States Land Department and
subsequently for four years was county superinrecalls

worth merchant in

185.5.

tendent of public instruction.
Before c^niin? to
Kansas he had served as a Union soldier four
years. At the outbreak of the war he joined Company A of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, and
most of his service was in the Army of the Potomac. It was his rare privilege, while stationed
in the vicinity of Hampton Roads, to witness the
epoch-making naval battle between the Confederate
ironclad Merrimac and the marvelous invention of
Erieson, the gunboat Monitor. On account of his
previous service as a soldier, M. D. Bailey, when

1815

he took up a claim in Edwards County,
Kansas,
had to live on it only a year to perfect his title.
For many years he filled a place in the pension department, and is now in the National Hospital.

Emory Bailey, a son of M. D. Bailey, was a member of the famous Twentieth Kansas Regiment, organized by Col. Fred Funston at the outbreak of
tlie S|>anish-American war.
General Funston at the
time of his death was chief commander of the American forces on the Mexican border. Emory Bailey
served with the Twentieth Regiment in all its
gallant part in the Philippine war and returned to
this country with his regiment.

Wtlliam M. Jamieson. Few of the business men
of Wichita have had more varied careers than has
William M. Jamieson, who, since 1910, has been engaged in the handling of large realty transactions
in this city.

A

Scot by birth, he came to America

as a lad, and during the next forty years his activities carried him to many out-of-the-way places of
this continent, where he was connected with the
construction of some of the largest engineering projects of the time. The broad experience and knowledge of men which he gained during this period of
his life have been of great value to him in his later
business career, and since locating at Wichita he
has steadily advanced to a position of prominence
among real estate men.
Mr. Jamieson was born at Lanwickshire, near the
In
City of Edinburgh, .Scotland, Au,gust 5, 1864.
1869 his father, Alexander Jamieson, emigrated to
the United States and located on a farm in Will
Illinois, subsequently removing to near
Ottumwa, Iowa, where he was engaged in farming
until 1883.
In that year he came to Kansas, and

County,

for ten years carried on agricultural pursuits near
Clearwater, his final location being at Deer Creek,
He
Oklahoma, where ''i« denth occnrred 'ii 1902.
was a sturdv, thrifty farmer, of absolute intesrity
and merited and held the esteem of his fellowmen. His widow, Mrs. Ellen Mason .Tamieson, still
resides on the farm at Deer Creek.* Thev were the
parents of nine children, of whom William M. is
next to the eldest.
William' M. .Jamieson was about five years of age
when broueht to this country by his parents, and
his education was that afforded by the district
At an early ase
schools of Will County, Illinois.
this ambitious and energetic youth became selfsupporting, and for some years was engaged in
farming during the summer months and in working
in the mines in the winter seasons. In 1883 he came
to Kansas with his parents, and for four years followed farminp'. but in 1887 went to Carthage, New
Mexico, as drill runner for the San Pedro Coal and
Coke Company, a position for which he had been
prepared bv his former experience as a miner. Mr.
Jamieson remained in this capacity for three years
and then returned to farming for a few years at
Clearwater, and in Oklahoma, and for a time was
also in the draving business at Clearwater.
In 1901 he formed a connection that was destined
to bring him into many exciting experiences and
into touch with life in the roufh. In that year he
engaged with the May & .Tekvll Construction Company, of New Tork, as superintendent of livestock
in the building of the railroad from Porte-au-Prince
to Santa Clara, Cuba, a capacity in which he remained for one year and was then made superinHe continued as the
tendent of construction.
incumbent of the latter post until the successful
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made superoxcavation, in the biiililinjj
of the great filtration plant, by May & Jekyll, for
the City of Washington, District of Columbia. Returning to Cuba in the employ of the same company.
Mr. Jamicson acted as superintendent of railroad
construction in the building of the Nipa Bay Bailroad to Punta Baca, Cuba, and when that project
was completed engaged with Pierson & Son, of London, England, as superintendent of construction of

the ilystic Shrine and to the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows. He and his wife are both Presbyterians, he has served as superintendent of the Sunday school, and has been closely and helpfully identified with the city training school for Sunday
school workers. He was also chairman of the local
committee that managed the preparations for the
notable iubilee Sunday school convention in May,
1915, and he also collected and nmnagcd the impressive Sunday school exhibit at the Topeka State Fair,

in the great tunnel system
and
tunnels
then under construction under the East River, connert'D" New York with Lon<; Island. This was completed in May, 1907, and Mr, .Tamieson re-engaged
with May & Jekyll and went to South America as
superintendent of construction in the building of the

tJie

completion of

intoiiilent

<if

tlie

road,

tr:icks

"A"

lu 1903 he ^vas

;iii<l

"B"

Madeira & Mamore Railroad, and remained two
years in completing the railroad to the lioadwaters
"of the Madeira River, and in 1910 returned to the
United States, and, locating at Wichita, realized
a long-cherished ambition by engaging in the real
estate business. Mr. Jamicson has been the medium
through which some of the largest deals of recent
dealyears have been consummated, and few realty

ers of the city have a
of land values.

more comprehensive knowledge

Mr. JarnVson married Miss Susan Janiieson, and
they are the parents of five children, namely:
Arthur C, who is engaged in the undertaking and
embalming business at Bucklen, Kansas; and Ora
who reside with
O., Ethel M., Byron and Theodore,
their parents.

Homer Ward Bomgardner is one of Topcka 's leadin civic affairs
ing business men, and is also active
and a prominent Sunday school worker.
Much of his life hasbeen spent in Kansas. He
was born at Canal Dover, Ohio, February 1, 186.1, a
son of Beniamin F. and Mary (Ward") Bomsrardner,
his father being of Swiss ancestry. Reared in Ohio
where he obtained an education in the high schools
and academies, in January, 1SS4. Mr. Bomgar.lner
came to Kansas, locating in Smith County, and for
seven years was a teacher in the public schools of
this state. During that time he continued his efforts
toward securing a better education, and practically
all his savings were invested in school attendance.
In Kansas he was a student at Gould College at Harlan, but in 1S91 removed to Topeka and for about ten
years was employed in the auditing department of
the Santa Fe Railway Company.
A permanent direction to his career was given
when he started out on the road, traveling over the
Central states selling the Bomgardner lowering device, .a de\ice used for lowering the casket from the
surface to the bottom of the grave. This device was
invented by his lirother, .Joseph Bomgardner. From
190.'3 to 1907 Mr. Bomgardner worked as a bookkeeper in the Bank of Topeka, but on the 1.5th of
July, 1907, embarked in the undertaking business,
at which he has now been engaged nearly ten years.
It was while traveling on the road that he met a
large number of undertakers and lecturers on em
balming, and it was after much study, practical experienee, and a widely extended acquaintance that
lie began the business for himself at Topeka, for
whii'h he is unusually well qualified.
Mr. Bomgardner is a republican and is now servTie also belongs
ing as precinct committeeman.
to the Topeka Commercial Club and the Rotary Club,
is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite and Knights
Templar York Rite Mason, bcdongs to the Temple of

On November 2u, 1SS8, Mr. Bomgardner married
Cornie H. Rider, of Harlan, Kansas. Their three
Ward.
living children are Ruth, Lucile and Raljili

Charle.s Joseph Boeger is without doubt one of
foremost men in the profession of photography
Some years ago he located
in the State of Kansas.
in Topeka, and with his studio at 707 Kansas A. venue
has done work that entitles him to his place in the
the fact
profession, and his career is also dignified by
that he represents a pioneer family in this state.
His father is the honored Joseph Boeger of Decatur
Countv. Joseph Boeger was born in Prussia, Germany,
in 1850, and before he left the fatherland became well
known and highly respected in Westphalia. Wlien
very young he was elected a member of the Provincial
Parliament, and had the distinction of being the
youngest member of that body. In 1875 he married
Miss Ida Betheny. The Betheny family had an
authentic record of its antecedents extending back for
centuries, and a number of generations ago they were
closely connected with the Astors, of the same branch
from which the American Astors are descended. An
enormous estate belongs to the Betheny family in
Germany, and in time the Boegers will doubtless get
their share.

In 1881 Joseph Boeger brought his family to AmerLouis until 1885, and then moved out
He located on a hometo Decatur County, K.ansas.
stead eighteen miles south of Oberlin, and became a
farmer and stockman. After twenty-five years of an
industrious, temperate life he had accumulated a fortune, and at one time owned upwards of 25,000 acres,
His connection with that
located in several counties.
section of Kansas had a very important bearing upon
He and his son
the farming and community welfare.
Charles .Toseph became successful contractors for the
building of schoolhouscs, and erected upwards of two
score in Decatur Countj' alone, and many others in
Sheridan County and other counties in Northwest
Kansas. As a pioneer in Decatur County Joseph
Boeger experienced all the hardships and vicissitudes
of the early days. In the absence of mills and other
ica, lived in St.

industries

it

not infrequently haiipened that settlers

were put to hard straits in order to secure the staff
of life, and they often ground corn in a coffee mill.
.Joseph Boeger experienced poor crops, hot winds,
grasshoppers, destructive storms, but his ifortitude and
perseverance won out in the long run.
To the marriage of .Toseph and Mrs. Boeger were
born eleven children. The sons were Frank, Charles
Frank is now
.Joseph, Anthony, Ilennan and George.
living with his parents in Sheridan County.
Herman,
at the time of this writing, had enlisted as a citizen
member of the United States navy, joining for a
month 's cruise from Norfolk. Virginia.
Charles .Joseph Boeger was born at Dreburg in the
District of Westphalia, Prussia, in May, 1879, and
was two years of ago when he came with his p.irents
to America.
He has many reminiscences of the early
life of the family in Decatur County.
The Rock Island
Line has not yet been built across that county, and
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the only railroad was the B. & M. short line into
Oberlin. Mr. Boeger recalls the fact that when he
was a boy one of the most interesting sights was
In a month 's time
the inunense herds of antelopes.
one could see thousands of tliese animals, and often
in flocks of 100 or 200.
Mr. Boeger is now associated with his brothers,
Anthony and George, in the conduct of the photographic studio at Tojieka. All these sons are young
men of unusual intelligence and special talents, and
Charles J. Boeger, in the opinion of men competent
to judge, is not surpassed by any in his profession in
that state.
He has made photography a profession,
the object of constant study in order to improve himself and take advantage of every new detail, and has
attended many photographers
conventions, at one
time visiting Buffalo, New York, for that purpose.
Since coming to Topeka about six years ago he has
built up a splendid patronage, and he resides in one
of the beautiful residences of the city.
Mr. Boeger is
a self made man, and never attended any photographic
school, acquiring his knowledge of the art from exSome years ago he started out as an amaperience.
teur, traveling in a covered wagon over Western Kanin
and
that way he had a most interesting
sas,
experience and aJso laid the foundation for his present
'

success.

The name Boeger has a significance meaning Cliief
Archer. When Joseph Boeger was a young man in
Prussia he joined the army, aiid was in the regular
service for three years.
He also learned the trade
of cabinet maker, and that was his
occupation until
he located in Kansas. He is a man of fine intellect, a
close student, a lover and reader of
history and
mathematics, and with all his experience in practical
affairs as a farmer and land owner found time to
work out the plan formed in his ingenious mind. On
September 19, 190.5, he received a patent for the invention of a new type of machine gun. It is claimed
that this gun is more efiBcient than
any other gun
now in use, and it seems highly probable "that in time
its principle will be
adopted by many governments.
B. Wall. A resident of Kansas for nearly
thirty years, the late .Tudge Thomas Berry Wall
was a man whose fine intellectual and professional
attainments enabled him to leave a deep and benignant impress upon the history of this commonwealth. He was numbered among the
representative
members of the Kansas bar, served with distinction
on the bench of the District Court and
by his
character and ability won inviolable place in
popular confidence and esteem.
He was one of the
leaders of the bar of the City of Wichita at the
time of his death, which occurred January 14, 1906,
and this publication exercises a consistent function
when it pays specific tribute to his memory.

Thomas

Judge Wall was born

Cumberland County, Hliof January, 1857, and like
many

nois, on the 1st
another sterlinEr citi^pn

professional and public

in

who has gained

life, his

prestige in

childhood and early

youth were compassed by the benignant influences
of the farm.
He gained his preliminary education
in the public schools of his native
county and thereafter was graduated in Lee
Academy. In the furtherance of his higher academic education he entered
McKendree College, at Lebanon, Illinois, and from
this excellent institution in 1S95 he received the
degree of Master of Arts, though he had attended
many years before. In this connection it is interesting to recall that one of his classmates was Hon.
Charles S. Deneen, wbo later served as Governor of
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At intervals while attending college
Wall supplemented his financial resources Judge
by devoting his attention to teaching school. With characteristic diligence and ability he
applied himself
Illinois.

to

the

study of the science of jurisprudence, in

which he made rapid progress, and finally he was
admitted to the bar of his native state, upon examination before Judge Scofield.
In 1878 Judge Wall established his residence at
Wichita, Kansas, and he became closely identified
with the civic and material
development and upbuilding of tliis new pros'icrous city.
Here he became associated with William E. Stanley in the
general practice of law, and he soon made himself
known as a well fortified counselor and versatile
trial lawyer.
In 1885, when he was but
twentyeight years of age, he was appointed judge of the
District Court, by Governor Martin, to fill the vacancy made by the retirement of Judge Henry C.
Sluss.
The high estimate placed upon the administration of the able young jurist was shown
by his
election to the ofiice'in the
following year, to fill the
unexpired term of his predecessor. Upon the enactment of the Federal Bankruptcy Law
Wall

Judge

was appointed, by .Judge Hook, to the office of
referee in bankruptcy for this district, and of this
position he continued the incumbent until 1904. He
vras a stalwart and eflTective advocate of the
principles of the republican party and his special ability
as an orator caused his interposition to be
frequently
sought in campaign work as well as a speaker upon
divers other public occasions.
In 1900 he represented Kansas as a delegate to the National
Repub-

lican Convention, and in this connection he formulated the resolution that was passed by the Kansas
delegation, in advance of any other state delegation,
demanding the drafting of' Theodore Roosevelt as
candidate for the vice presidency of the United
States.
In the practice of his profession .Judge
Wall long maintained a partnershin alliance with
Judge D. M. Dale, later he was similarly associated

with Charles H. Brooks, and during the last four
years of his earnest and successful career he was
a law partner of Judse Henry C. Sluss. The proclivities of .Tudge Wall as a close and
appreciative
student and reader never seemed to abate in the
least their vig-or. and he was not onlv a man of
broad intellectual grasp but was also specially well

known

as a brilliant orator.
lost his deep interest in the basic
industries of agriculture and stock-growing, and
just west of the City of Wichita he developed and
improved a model farm which is considered one of
the beet improved and most valuable stock farms
in the Arkansas Valley.

The judge never

On August 15, 1880, was solemnized the marriage
of Judffe Wall to Miss Kate Alexander, who survives him, and of this union were born two song,
Alexander Berry and Paul .Tean.
Alexander B. Wall, the elder of the two sons, was
born at Wichita on the 12th of December, 1882, and
who was afforded the advantages of the public
schools and the Lewis Academy of Wichita, as well
as those of Wentworth Military Academy, at Lex-

He also attended the Kansas
ington, Missouri.
State Agricultural College, at Manhattan, and he is
now known as one of the representative agriculturists and stock-growers of his native county. He
has the active supervision of the fine farm developed
by his father, as previously noted, and there con-
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ducts a certified-milk dairy in connection v.'ith his
general agricultural and stock-raising enterprise.
Paul Jean Wall was born at Wichita on the 19th
of October, 1885, and after his graduation in the
high school at St. Louis, Missouri, he entered, in
1904, the tTniversity of Kansas, in the law department of which he was graduated in 1908 and
from which he received the degree of Bachelor of
Laws. In June of the same year was recorded his
admission to the bar of his native state, and in his
chosen profession he is well upholding the prestige
of the honored name which he bears., For three
years after his admission to the bar he was associated in practice with Judge Henry C. Sluss, his
father's former law partner, and since that time
he has conducted a successful individual practice
at Wipliita. his law business being largely in the
domain of real-estate, probate and corporation pracIn April, 1914, by Judge John C. Pollock,
tice.
presiding on the bench of the United States District
Court, Mr. Wall was appointed United States commissioner for the District of Kansas, for a term of
four years, and in this office he is giving most
effective service.
On the 16th of November, 1910, was solemnized
the marriage of Paul J. Wall to Miss Alice Duncan, of Kansas City, Misouri, and they having one
daughter, Jean, who was born November 30, 1911.
J. IT. Spine.s.

The men who

establish, organize

and

develop successful commercial establishments must
out of the ordinary. Their
possess manj' qualities
insight into business conditions must be keen and
far-re!iching, their knowledge of values profound,
and their ability to grasp opportunities unlimited.
Without industrial and commercial interests no
locality progresses, for such enterprises arc the very
life of a communitv. The investment and attraction
of capital, the employment of labor and the consequent opening of new avenues of endeavor to meet
newlv created demands, all infuse blood into the
veins of a section and endow it with new vigor and
That part of West Douglas .\venue, beBtren<rth.
tween Main Street and the Arkansas Kiver Bridge,
in Wichita, is nn CTcellent example of the above
statement. With the location in its midst of an
enterprise of the kind mentioned, its business life
quickened, new interests were awakened, and it has
developed into a prosperous center of the city. The
man who is probablv principallv responsible for this
desii-nble state of affairs is .T. H. Spines, proprietor
of Spines' Store and one of the most progressive
of the younger generation of business men of
"Wichita.

Mr. Spines was born at Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
Afay 2, 1SS4. After his graduation from the public
schools, his family was not able to help him further
in the way of an education, but the youth was
ambitions to secure a more comprehensive training
and accordinflv enroled as a student at Carroll
Collpfe, Waukesha, Wisconsin, and succeeded in
completing the classical courses by working during
all his spare time at whatever emplovment he could
He was graduated from that institution
find to do.
in 19nr!. and in the following year went to Chicaso,
where he secured a position with the great house
He commenced in
of Siegel, Cooper & Company.
the humble ennscity of stock bov, hut his energy,
ability and fidelity soon gained him recognition and
ho was so rapidly advanced that the end of three
years found him occupying the position of assistant
merchandise manager.

In was Mr. Spines' ambition,
however, to become
the owner of an establishment of his
own, and he
was therefore constantly on the lookout for
opportunities.
In 1909, having heard
glowing reports of
the opportunities to be found in
Kansas, and parat Wichita, he came to this
ticularly'
city and sought
a location.
His capital at that time amounted''to
less
than $500, but he rented a store at
something
No. Ill West Douglas Avenue, and
put in a small
stock of gentlemen's
clothing and furnishings.
From the start the enterprise was a successful
one,
Mr. Spines having shown rare
foresight in
a locality in which his establishment filled choosing
a longfelt want.
He was shortly compelled to employ
a.
clerk to assist him in the
handling of his custom,
and since then the business has
grown by
and bounds, so that today he emplovs eighteen leaps
peoand
carries
a
stock of goods" worth .$40,000.
ple,
Store
is
known
Spines'
throughout this section, and
while the same store building is
occupied in which
he began business, it has been rebuilt and remodeled
on several occasions to suit the demands of the
constantly-increasing trade.
While his own business has been growing and
developing, Mr. Spines has been an important factor
in the growth and development of the section of the
city in which his establishment is situated. Through
his inllni'iicp and the stimulus of liis
e.xamjile, many
of the buildings have put on new modern front^
and in other ways improvements are going on that
are tending to greatly enhance values and
thus, in
a definite way, to add to Wichita's
He
prestige.
allies himself with all
worthy movements for civic
and
his
and
betterment,
judgment
foresight are resi (.tcil
am! retVrn^d to in oin-los whe-e lead'ng
business men meet. Mr. Spines is a thirtv-second
degree Mason and member of the Mystic Shrine and
also holds membership in the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
He is popular no less with
his employes than he is with his business and social
associates.

Mr. Spines married Miss Lucille Latham, daughof Chester A. Latham, a well known patent
attorney of Wichita, and they have one daughter,
Evelyn.
ter

John S. Rhodes. Thousands of people who possess
only a passing knowledge of Topeka, including the
whereabouts of the State House and a few other
important institutions, have a very definite acquaintance with a certain s'ore on Kansas Avenue,
the proprietor of which is John S. Rhodes.
Mr. Rhodes has been a resident of Top ka for
thirty-six years. It is in no wise detrimental to his
dignity to say that he has a "junk" shop. One visiting his establishment is reminded of the "old
curiosity shop" of Dickens. His shop contains literally thousands of dollars worth of goods consisting
of anything from a sewing needle to a gas engine.
It is by no means an ordinary second-hand store. His
customers are among the wealthiest people of the
country, who go to him or write to him for anything
rich and rare that may attract their fancy.
Beauand costly brica-lir.nc. books, works of art and
works of practical usefulness, can be found in the
Rhodes shop when they might not otherwise be
found short of the biggest cities of the country.
Mr. Rhodes has lived in the capital city of Kansas
since April, 1S80.
He is what is termed a "down
caster," having been reared in New England. However, he is a foreigner by birth, and as his father
neglected to enroll himself as. an American citizen
tiful
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the duty of naturalization devolved upon John S.
Khodes "when he became old enough to exercise the
He was born near Manchesprivilege of franchise.
His
ter in Yorkshire, England, January 29, 1848.
had come
father, William S. Rhodes, a dyer by trade,

alone to the United States in 1847, spending fiftysix days on an old-fashioned sailing vessel in crosssent for his family,
ing the Atlantic. In 1849 he
and John S. was thus about eighteen months of age
when he first saw his father. The maiden name of
William S. Rhodes' wife was Elizabeth Schofield.
On coming to America the father 's first employment
at his trade was in Branchville, Pennsylvania.
About 1852 he moved to Potters Hill, in Rhode Island, and the family resided there until about 1S66,
when they removed to Yantic, Connecticut, four
miles from Norwich.
They finally took up their
home in Chester County, Pennsylvania, where William S. Rhodes died December 2.5, 1885, and his
widow on November 5, 1907. Of their eight children
five are still living.
The eldest of the children, John S. Rhodes, spent
most of his early life in Rhode Island and in Yantic,
He was christened a member of the
Connecticut.
Established Church of England, as were also his
brothers and sisters, but at the age of eighteen he
was no
joined the Baptist Church. Later as there
church of that denomination in his home community
and in order to keep up his church membership, he
became a Methodist on probation.
As a boy he had little opportunity to gain an education such as comes from schools and books. He
spent much of his time in the dye shop with his
father, and those were years of rigid routine when
the horizon of opportunity seemed to get further
and further away. At the age of twenty-one he
"took his time" and having concluded that there
was something better than shop work in s o-e for
him, he bound himself out to learn the carpen'er's
trade at Worcester, Massachusetts. His wageS were
$5 a week for the first year and $6 during the
second year. He worked at his trade and alio as a
ship joiner in the great ship yards of Chester, P> nnsylvania. Somewhat later he was given a contract
by a shipbuilding concern to go to Panama and
superintend the joining part of the construction of
a ship. He completed this satisfactorily within a
period of seven months.
Returnine to the vicinity of Philadelphia Mr.
Rhodes continued his work as a joiner in the surrounding towns, and while there he became ac-.
quainted w^th and on May 3, 1879, married Mrs. Anna

(Hicks) Brown.
In April, 1880, Mr. Rhodes and his wife started
west for Denver, acting upon Horace Greeley's adEn route he stopped off at Topeka for the
vice.
purpose of looking around. The place plfased him,
and he concluded to make it his future home and
that resolution has been carried out strictly since
he has lived there for more than thirty-six years.
For a time Mr. Rhodes worked at th<> carpenter's
trade and among other jobs he helped build the west
wing of the State Capitol. In 1883 he engaged in
the grocery business at the corner of Fourth and
Lake streets. That was his business headquarters
until 1888, when he bought the southeast corner of
Tenth Street and Kansas Avenue, No. 1000 Kansas
Avenue, and in that location he has continu'^d the
activities which have made him so well known not
only in Topeka but throughout the state. He continued the grocery business for some years, but in
the meantime incidentally began the buying of sec-
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ond-hand goods.
Gradually that business entirely
usurped the grocery trade. At 1000 Kansas Avenue
for many years Mr. Rliodes has conducted one of the
most remarkable establishments in Kansas. He handles any and everything, and as a successful medium
for the buying and selling of merchandise he has
deservedly prospered. Mr. Rhodes is affiliated with
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the
Knights and Ladies of Security.

Robert Ives Lee. In the death of Robert Ives Lee,
occurred at Chicago, Illinois, December 19,
1911, there passed away one of the most prominent
which

horsftnen of tlie Middle West. He was born May 5,
1846, at Boston, Massachusetts, and was a son of the
late
Brev.-Brig.-Gen. William Raymond Lee III,
U. S. v., A. M., A. A. S., and Helen Maria (Amory)
of
Lee,
Amory Street, Boston, the former of whom
was descended from Henry and Mary Lee.
Henry Lee, the founder of the Lee family of
Marblehead, Massachusetts, died at Manchester, that
state, in 1675, and was perhaps the nephew of Sir
Harry Lee, Bart, and grandson of Sir Robert Lee,
Knight, of Hulcote, Bucks, and descended from the
Lees of Lea Hall, Cheshire. Col. Richard Lee, the
founder of the Lee family of Virginia, had a brother.
Judge and Dr. Henry Lee, whose wife 's name was
Marah, but it is unknown whether Henry Lee of
Manchester was the Henry Lee of Virginia, although
it was so believed by Gen. Robert E. Lee, who was
a classmate at West Point and close friend of
Gen. William Raymond Lee. His son, Thomas, was a
member of the Canadian expedition of 1690. Henry
Lee's son, Samuel Lee, Esq., 1667-1754, was a well
known merchant of his time, owned the largest vessels of his town, among them the Swallow (1692), a
number of slaves, and was a deacon of the ConHe
gregational Church, and a justice of the peace.
married Rebecca Masters, the granddaughter of the
Worshipful Mr. John Masters. His son. Justice Samuel Lee, Esq., 1694-1753, was a great merchant
and celebrated architect of Marblehead, MassachuIn 1732 he was the commissioner of the famous
setts.

He owned many
(Gloucester) dispute.
and ships, had a fine library, and journeyed to
England a number of times. He left $500 to educate
the poor and served his town in various oflSces for
many years. Justice Lee married Mary, the daughter
His
of Gen. John and Abigail (Abbott) Tarring.
son, David, Harvard 1744-47, was at the siege of
Lou'sburg. Justice Lee's son, Col. John Lee, 17161789, was a very prominent merchant and owned
many ships, six houses, and a number of slaves, as well
as much silver, and was "for many years a representative to the legislature and one of the municipal
He was chairman of the
magistrates of the county.
local committee of inspection, 1774, and correspondence, 1775, and one of the delegates to the Essex
County Conventions, 1774. 1776. He was a zealous
patriot and marched to Salem at the head of his
regiment to defend the town against Colonel Leslie,
and also to Beverly when the British vessel Falcon
He married Joanna
filed ui'on the town in 1775.
Raymond, granddaughter of Capt. William Raymond,
a noted French and Indian fighter.
The son of Col. John Lee, Col. William Raymond
Lee, 1745-1824, was captain and major of Col. .lohn
Glover's famous Marblehead regiment, brigade-major,
He was
1776, and colonel of Lee's regiment, 1777.

"Dogtown"
slaves

'

'

personally in charge of the crossing of the Delaware.
He was chief in command of Lord Burgoyne, and
invented a new kind of cartridge box used during the

Revolution, and was later appointed adjutant general
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of Washiugton 's army, but declined that position. He
was collector of the Port of Salem from 18U2 to 1824,
and head of the lirm of Will M. Leo & Company, as
well as a representative to the liegislature in his
state.
Gen. 11. A. S. Dearborn wrote his life. He
was also an original member of the Society of the
He married Mary, daughter of
Cincinnati, 1789.
Dr. Joseph and Hannah (JSwett) Lenimon, Harvard,
17^5. His daughter married Ueu. H. A. fcj. Dearborn,
member of Congress, and a son of the famous Maj.Gen. Henry Dearborn.
The son of Col. William Raymond Lee, Lieut.

William Kaymond Lee 11, 1774-18(51, was a merchant of Salem and Boston, and a member of the lirni
of Will U. Lee & Company. During the War of 1812
he was aide-de-camp on the staff of Maj.-Gen. Henry
Dearborn, and was in the battle of Luudy 's Lane.
He married Hannah Tracy, daughter of the noted
Hon. Katlianiel Tracy and Mary Lee.
patriot,
Nathaniel Tracy, A. M., A. A. S., Harvard 1769, was
a great merchant, litted out the first privateer of the
Eevolutiou, and was perhaps the richest man of his
He was
day, being worth over $6,500,000 in 1780.
one of the charter members of the American
Acaciemy of Arts and Sciences, and was given the
lionorary degree of A. M. by Princeton. He married
the greatest beauty of her day, ' Mary Lee, daugh'

'

'

of

"the

Jeremiah Lee,
of Marblehead, " who was a brother of Col. John Lee
and a sou of Judge Samuel Lee. Colonel Lee was
chairman of the Essex County Convention, of the
Marblehead delegates to the Provincial Congresses,
1774-1776, member of the famous Committee of
Public Safety and Supplies with Sainupl Adams and
John Hancock, and elected to the first Continental
His son, Joseph, Harvard 1769, was a
Congress.
captain in the Revolution.
Lieutenant Lee's son was Gen. William Raymond
Lee III, 1807-1891, who was educated at Norwich
University and the United States Military Academy
at West Point, 1825-29.
He was a civil engineer by
profession, was sent in 1830 to Texas, then a province
of Mexico, to develop many thousand acres of laud,
was a veteran of the Florida war, was sent by the
United States Government to Canada during the
Canadian Rebellion, was appointed in 1850 to adjust
the difficulties between the City of Wheeling and the
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and was the first superintendent of the Boston & Providence Railroad, superintendent and president of the Vermont Central,
superintendent of the Now York, Ogdensburg &
Champlain Railroad and chairman of the board of
directors of the Burlington & Vermont Railroad and
its president.
He was the first railroad man in the
United States to hum coal in engines instead of wood.
When the Civil war broke out, General Leo was
commissioned colonel of the Twentieth Massachusetts
or Harvard Regiment.
Among tlio officers of his
regiment were his kinsmen, Mr. .Justice Oliver Wendell
of
the
United
States Supreme Court,
Holmes, Jr.,
Lieut. .Tames .T.ackson Lowell,
(lieutenant colonel)
Lieut. William Lowell Putnam, ete.
He was taken
prisoner at Ball's Bluff, led his regiment through the
Peninsular Campaien. was at Yorktown, Fair Oaks,
ter,

illustrious patriot. Col.

;

Malvern Hill and Antictam, and commanded
a brigade for some weeks.
He was brevetted brigadier general for conspicuous bravery at Antietam.
He served as chief enjrineer to tlie Massachusetts
Volunteer Militia with the rank of brigadier general,
his cousin, Henry Lee, Jr., of Lee, Higginson & ComHe
pany, being a colonel on the governor's staff.
prepared the plans for a system of obstructions at the
entrance to Boston Harbor.
He was the author of
Glend.ale,

many

letters,
scientific

and

many

reports

in

regard to railroads

monographs on the comi)arativc cost of
wood and coal, etc., as well as of a memoir of Gen.
Paul J. Revere.
Harvard gave him the honorary
degree of A. M. in 1851, and ho was a fellow of
the American Academy and a member of the Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati. He married Helen
Maria Amory, daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth
(liowen) Amory, wlio was descended from the Hon.
Jonathan Amory, treasurer of the Province of South
Carolina, speaker of the assembly, 1693, speaker of
the Provincial Parliament, 1695J Advocate of AdMrs. Lee's
miralty, 1697, and Advocat« General.
grandfather. Dr. William Bowen, was given an honorary degree by Brown University, about 1801. One

Arthur Tracy, graduated at West Point in
1865 ;uul died as an officer of the United States
Hi»
army, while aide-de-camp to the President.
daughter, Elizabeth Amory, married Gen. Oswald
Herbert Ernst, U. S. A., and their daughter, Elizabeth
Lee Ernst, married Maj. William Morton Grinnell,
U. S. v., nephew of Vice President Levi P. Morton,
Assistant Secretary of State, and chevalier of the
Legion of Honor of France.
Robert Ives Lee was born at the old Boston family
mansion, May 5, 1846. He was educated at Saint
Paul "s School, Concord, New Hampshire, in the class
of 1864, where he was captain of the crew and of the
cricket team and a noted athlete. Among his school
friends were the late Natlianiel Thayer, financier of
He
Boston, and Steplicn Van Rensselaer Thayer.
was p»epared there for Harvard, but never attended
that institution. In 1869 lie came to the West, first
to Jefferson County, Kansas, and then to Topeka, with
his uncle, Robert H. Ives, the noted financier of
Providence and Newport, he having first gone in 1867
to Illinois with letters to the governor from General
Lee 's friend. Governor Andrew of Massachusetts. Mr.
Ives returned after a few montlis to Providence, but
Mr. Lee remained in Topeka and handled for many
months heavy investments for Mr. Ives in Kansais
lands.
Having inherited an interest in trotting
horses, he determined to inijuove the very low grade
of horses then found in Kansas, and made a start in
1871 by purchasing "Hiram Woodruff," at Kalamazoo, Michigan. In 1S18 the first public trotting
race was held in the United States .and Mr. Hemenway's "Boston Blue" won it in three minutes. Mr.
Lee's grandfather, William Raymond Lee, Jr., then
matched his road horse, "Rat," against Mr. Hemen w.ay 's "Boston Blue," with a $1,000 bet and $500
.forfeit, and "Rat" won .the race in the then unIn 1873, Mr. Lee purprecedented time of 2:50.
chased Prairie Dell Farm (320 acres), 3% niUes west
of Topeka, which was the home of his race horses.
.son,

Prairie Dell Farm w.as the site of the old Baptist
Pott.iwatomie Indian Mis.sion. In 1847 the Baptists
built a large stone school upon that mission and this
stone building, ninety-nine feet long, still remains as
the oldest building in Shawnee County. On this site
Governor Geary issued the first offici.al Kansas Thanksgiving proclamation in 1856.
Mr. Lee saw the very advantageous position of this
place and had rented it for several years before he

While at Prairie Dell Farm, "Hiram
bought if.
Woodruff," tlie first stallion purchased bv Mr. Lee,
" 2:12
sired " McW,
1-2, .and "Lucy Woodruff,"
proliably the greatest Kansas-bred brood mare, dam
of "Silkwood," 2:07, the world's champion pacing
On January 21, 1873, Mr. Lee boughtr for
stallion.
$780, a rough, ungainly two-year-old colt, wlio later
became the famous "Robert McGregor," known as
the

'

'

Monarch of the Home

Stretch.

' '

This handsome
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stallion, by "Maj. Edsall," 2:29,
"Nancy Whitman," by "Seely'a American Star,"
was foaled at Goshen, Orange County, New York, May
to whom
9, 1871, and owned by Samuel Whitman,
chestuut

Mr. Lee was introduced by the well known horseman,
Gen. Guy Miller, Mr. Lee having carried letters to
General Miller from Hon. Thomas Ryan.
'
was in the stud in Topeka,
Robert McGregor
1874, also 1879 to 1884. From 1884 to 1890 Mr. Lee
stood him in Lexington, Kentucky, and there sold
him to John E. Madden, of Lexington, and William
E. Spiers, of Glen Falls, New York, for $:i3,250 cash,
the largest amount then ever having been paid fv
a horse. His stud book of forty mares at $500 each
was full at the time of the sale. "Robert McGregor"
was later sold to George J. Ketcham for $75,000, and
died at Toledo, Ohio, in 1898, where a simple stone
marks the burial yhme of one of the most famous
He was without queshorses ever bred in America.
'

'

'

tion the greatest race horse that ever made its home
in Kansas and did more toward improving the
standard of trotting animals in the Middle West than
any other horse. He made a record of 2:17 1-2 in
the third heat of a hotly-contested race in late
November, 1883, over a rough track and after a full
This was the last race in which
season in the stud.
he ever started. It has been said that probably the
which could compare
only two horses of the period
with him were ' ' Maud S. ' ' and ' ' Jay Eye See. '
Those three horses were never matched. He earned
his title as "Monarch of the Home Stretch" by the
game way in which he always finished his races. He
trotted fifty-three heats in 2:30 or faster.
He was
one of the first ten stallions to trot a mile in less than
"
2:20.
'Robert McGregor' was individually the most
magnificent stallion of his day, the most superbly
He won many grand races.
gaited and the fastest.
No horse ever lived that sired as high an average of
'

splendid trotters. He was a wonderful speed getter.
Though never really a popular sire, he had 108

standard performers to his credit, sixty-six producing
sons and daughters who produced about 250 performers. He will live forever as a progenitor through
' '
'
'

still considered by many critics the
Cresceus,
siring
greatest trotting race horse ever seen and the one
stallion that has ever held the world's trotting record.
'
'
trotMany sons of McGregor have sired notable
'
ters.
Through his daughters, the blood of Robert
McGregor' has been built into the trotting fabric
as one of its enduring elements.
One of the most
successful trotting stallions of the present day (1916),

1-4, and one of the most wonderful of living matrons, 'Lady Brussels,' are both

'Jay McGregor,' 2:07
'

' '

from McGregor mares.
"Robert McGregor" was the only one of the
ten

2:20

'

first

who produced a 2:15
"Bonnie MGregor," 2:13 1-2, who took

trotting

stallions

trotter, i. e.,
a silver cup as the finest individual winner of the
Grand Circuit. ' ' Bonnie McGregor 's ' son, ' ' Planet, ' '
2:04 3-4, was the first Chamber of Commerce winner
'

($5,000), and long the holder of the world's record
for a six heat pacing race.
His granddaughter,
"Baldy McGregor," 2:06 3-4, was the fastest threetrotter
of
1912, a colt of phenomenal speed.
year-old
His most noted son, of course, was "Cresceus," 2:02
the
world
's
1-4,
champion, now exported to Russia,
where he is achieving marked success as a sire.
sons
of ' Robert McGregor ' have
Thirty-three
sired eighty-one trotters in the list and seven pacers
in the 2:25 list.
He was the sire of more 2:15 trotters, exclusive of pacers, than any horse, living or
dead, for many years. Among Mr. Lee's other noted
horses was
a son of ' Robert
Fergus McGregor,
'

'

'

'

' '

'

McGregor,

' '

1821

and

"Monroe," 2:27
the

head of

of
1-2.

'
Miss Monroe,
to
sister
"Ferg-us McGregor" stood at
'

'

'

Kansas

all

stallions for many years.
1-4, his sun, made the
bred stallions over a luxlf-mile

"Aaron McGregor," 2:14
1911 record for Kansas
track.
'

'

"Fergus McGregor's" most famous get was
who made a world 's record of

Pansy McGregor,

' '

2:23 3-4 (1), 2:17 1-2 (2), as a yearling performer.
Mr. Lee drove
when she made
Pansy McGregor
that notable record which stood unequaled for over
seventeen years.
was also the grandeire
Fergus
of "Ding Pointer," 2:04 1-4.
Among Mr. Lee 's other stallions was ' Monroe, '
2:27 1-2, by "Iron Duke."
"Monroe" won in
Denver, in one week, $2,300, five weeks after first
coming to Kansas, and the following year won every
race in which he started in Michigan, Indiana and
'

'

'

' '

'

'

'

'

'

He twice won the free-for-all chamStallion Gold Medal in the Illinois Circuit.
Other well known trotting sires which Mr. Lee maintained in the stud at Prairie Dell were "Aladdin,"

Illinois circuits.

pion

"Mountain
Mist,"
"McLeod,"
"Evan Dhu," " McCallummore, " "Flying Bird,"
"Coriander,"

"Gleuwood," "Shamrock," "Stanley," "Grenada," "Jack Daw," "Arena," "Scythian," etc.
"Coriander" was the sire of the dam of "Pansy
'

' '

'

' '

world 's champion.
McCallummore,
who died after one season, was a younger son of
"Robert McGregor" and sired "Mary," (1) 2:36
3-4, (3) 2:20 1-4, a yearling record which was equaled
Aladdin
sired
by only two others when made.
"Mary's" dam. "Arena" was the fastest trotting
stallion owned in Kansas.
He trotted halves in one

McGregor,

' '

'

'

minute flat.
Perhaps the best of all Mr. Lee 's later horses was
Jack Daw,
14,297, with a four year record of
2:28 1-2, the sire of "Maxine," 2:08 3-4, the fastest
' '

' '

four-year-old trotter of 1902. He is the sire of over
twenty in the list, and sired a faster trotter for age
than any other stallion in Kansas, Illinois, Missouri,
He was the
Nebraska, Indiana and Pennsylvania.
son of "Jay Bird" and his dam was by "Robert
He was the grandsire of Allerdaw, ' '
McGregor.
2:04 1-4, and of "Walnut Grove," 2:04 1-4, and was
the greatest sire of extreme trotting speed in the
Missouri Valley. He was the Kansas champion sire
of trotters and was never beaten in the show ring.
For many years Mr. Lee maintained from five to
twenty stallions and from fifty to 150 mares at
Prairie Dell Farm. It has been said that more of the
get of Prairie Dell Farm are in the 2:30 list than
those of all other producing stock farms in Kansas
At one time Mr. Lee was the owner
put together.
He
of -the only stallion in Kansas to beat 2:18.
was the owner also of the first stallion foaled in
Kansas to beat 2:30, of the first stallion foaled in
Kansas to sire a 2:30 performer, and for years of the
only stallion at any time foaled in Kansas to sire
All of his most noted stallions,
2:30 performers.
save "Hiram Woodruff," were bred, foaled or raised
at Prairie Dell Farm and made their initial season
All 2:10 trotters sired by Kansas bred stalthere.
lions are directly from Prairie Dell stock, and seven
of the eleven Kansas bred sires of 2:10 pacers are
of this blood or their 2:10 performers are (1908).
The Capital, of March 5, 1908, had the following
to say concerning the last of the two disbursal sales
of Prairie Dell stock in which Mr. Lee disposed of
over eighty per cent of his standard bred horses:
"Today will witness the passing of the most famous
horse farm in Kansas, Prairie Pell Farm, and one ot
the most celebrated in the country. It was the home
of 'Paula,' mother of 'Gratton Boy,' 2:08, 'Pansy
' '

' '
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'

'

McGregor, the world 'e champion, Robert McGregor,
sire of 'Cresceus,' 2:02 1-4, world's champion, 'Jack
Daw,' sire of 'Maiine,' the fastest four-year-old
trotter of 1902, and many others."
Perhaps it is not too much to say tliat Mr. Lee did
more to improve the quality of trotting horses in
Kansas, and, probably, in the entire Middle West,
than any other man of his day. He was the pioneer
'

breeder of trotting stock in Kansas. He organized
the first horse fair in Kansas, which later became
the present Kansas State Fair, at Topeka, was an
active member of the executive committee of the Fair
Association for many years, and was superintendent
and general manager of the Fair on several occasions.
It is worthy of note that during his administration
no liquor or unclean shows were allowed upon the
grounds.

Mr. Lee also owned large herds of cattle during the
early part of his life in Kansas, and at the time of
the great Chicago fire in 1871 had a very large herd
He also owned a tract of several
destroyed there.
thousand acres in Texas and parties went to it nearly
every year to hunt black bear. He made various foresighted investments in real estate in Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas, as well as in Kansas City, Missouri,
property. He was a member of various national, state
and local breeders' associations and was an officer of
one of the first local good roads associations.
Mr. -Lee was a well read student of American
history, i)artieularly in regard to the Eevolution and
He wrote a number of popular papers on
Civil war.
The
scientific methods of breeding horses and also
Standard Bred Horse," in the Stockbreeders' Annual
for 1905, page 35, and "Robert McGregor," in
Volume 17, 1899-1900, of the Twelfth Biennial Report
of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, page 271.
He traveled in this country and abroad and wag
elected to the Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati.
Among others, he was a descendant of Governor and Maj.-Gen. Thomas Dudley and Anne Dudley
Bradstreet, the latter the first poetess of America,
Governor Simon Bradstreet, Maj.-Gen. Daniel Gookin,
the famous Anne Hutchinson, Governor Edward
Hutchinson, Governor William Green, Rev. John Cotton and Roger Williams, the founder of Rhode Island.
A fund has been pledged to the Washburn College
Endowment Fund to found the "Robert Ives Lee
' '

Memorial Scholarship."
Mr. Lee was married March 31, 1881, to Abbie
Katherine Kiinber, daughter of Henry and Jean
(Henrv) Kimber. of Kimberton, Pennsylvania, who
came to Topeka, Kansas, in 1871. She was a granddaughter of Emmor Kimber, who founded the well
known Kimber School for Young Ladies at Kimberton.
The Kimberton Library was one of the first in
Pennsylvania, and Emmor Kimber was one of the
incorporators of the Reading Railroad. Mrs. Lee is
descended from Col. Richard Kimber, an officer of
Cromwell 's army. Mr. Lee is survived by his widow,
h's daughter, Helen .\niory, who is the widow of
Will-am Henrv Van Horn, of Chicago, who was educated at the University of Michigan, and has a son,_
Thomas Lee Van Horn; his daughter, Anna Louise,'
of Philadelphia, and his son, Thomas Amory Lee.

THO^fAS Amort Lee. a member of the Topeka bar,
gradunted from Kansas University with the .degrees
of Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts, and from
Harvard Law School with the degree of Bachelor of
Laws. He practiced law at Boston, Massachusetts,
for several years, and has traveled in this country
and abroad. He is second lieutenant in the Missouri
National Guards, instructor on the Law of Seal

Law School of Washburn College, a
of the Massachusetts Society of the Cmcinnnti, sometime chancellor of the Military Order of the
Loyal Legion, ex-member of the Society of Colonial
Wars (in Massachusetts), a member of the Military
Historical Society of Massachusetts, sometime corresponding secretary of the New England Historic
Genealogical Society, Essex Institute, Kansas State
Historical Society, Kansas Academy of Science., etc.,
author of "Gen. William Raymond Lee," "Col.
Jeremiah Lee, Patriot," "Col. Wm. Raymond Lee of
the Revolution," "The Lee Family of Marblehead,"
'iThe Lees of Boston," "Robert Ives Lee," "The
Tracvs of Newburvport, " and "Alfred Washburn
Benson, LL. D.," "The Ornes of Martdchcad," "The
Gallisons of Marblehead," etc., "Nathaniel Tracy,
A. M., A. A. S.," "The New York Stock Exchange,"
(Master of Arts thesis), etc.
Mr. Lee was married June 1, 1916, to Mies Mary
Helen Shirer, daughter of Hampton L. and Lilian
(Whiting) Shirer, and granddaughter of Albe B. and
Katherine (Whitney) WTiiting. Mrs. Lee is a graduate of Washburn College, Bachelor of Arts.
Albe
B. Whiting (q. v.), is sometime pres'dent of the Kansas State Historical Society, and a pioneer to territorial Kansas, 1856.
He has been a trustee of Washburn
College for nearly forty years and is one of its largest
benefactors.
Property in the

member

A

George Neil.
resident of Topeka for a number
of years, Georee Neil is one of the few remaining
pioneers of Williamsport Township of Shawnee
County. He came to Kansas as a young man before
the Civil war, and is one of the survivors of the
glorious Second Kansas Regiment and he made a
record as a soldier that his descendants may consider with proper pride.

Few Kansans have been more successful in the
handling of their business affairs than George Neil.
His prosperity has not been for himself alone. He
has been public spirited, kindly and considerate of
those less fortunate than himself, and is greatly beloved among his old honored comrades and those
who with him have shared in the growth and development of Kansas from pioneer times.
George Neil was bom November 26, 1S42. He was
one of eight sons and one daughter. Their parents
were Robert and Sarah (Courtneyl Neil. H'S father
was a native of the North of Ireland and his mother
of an English family. The parents were married
at Belfast.
The late Robert Neil

's record also belongs in the
story of pioneer things in Kansas. By prof<'ssion he
was a gardener and nurseryman. In early life he
came to America. That was in the days of sailing
vessels, and he was many weeks in making the voyage. Coming alone, he established a borne in one of
the eastern states, and then returned to the old counHe brought his bride to
try, where he married.
America, and thereafter for about a score of years
he lived in Kentucky and followed gardening.
It was in the year 1860 that Robert Neil brought
his family to Kansas. He secured a tract of land in
Osage County that had been owned under what is
known as the Mexican War Grant. In the spring
of 1861 he came out to Kansas to make this his permanent home. His principal business in Kansas was
that of general farmer and the handling of liveHe brought with him to Osage County a
stock.
number of grafts, and developed there one of the first
orchards.
Fruit was a very scarce article in the
early years of Kansas, and the products of the
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Neil orchard were eagerly sought by the settlers.
It is related that pears sold as high as $6.00 to $10.00
a bushel.
Robert Neil was a man of strong personality, of
more than, the average stature, was originally a
Scotch Presbyterian but later in life a Methodist,
and was an ardent republican. His death occurred
in 1906 when he was eighty-eight years of age.
.After his boyhood spent in Kentucky George Neil
came to Kansas with his parents at the age of eighteen. A Kentucky district school furnished him his
early learning. His muscles were hardened and his
eye trained and he was given a wholesome discipline
on the home farm. It was not long after he came to
Kansas before the stirring issues between the North
and South were brought to the test of arms.
"When President Lincoln issued his first call for
300,000 men to put down the rebellion, George Neil
was one of those who responded and enlisted in Company I of the Second Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
Members of the same company were Frank M. Stahl,
Martin L. Foltz, who later became Mr. Neil 's brother-in-law, and Sylvanus Heberling, whose sister married George Neil. From the date of his enlistment
until his discharge Mr. Neil participated in every
movement of his command. His first bunk mate was
killed and the next two were wounded, but Mr. Neil
never received a wound nor had a day's sickness
during his entire army career. In fact his record of
service was so perfect that he might have received
an appointment to the regular army. The Second
Kansas Cavalry was a splendid organization of
soldiers, and its service has redounded to the credit
of the entire state. Mr. Neil was with this regiment
until his honorable discharge in June 17, 1S65. One
of the greatest pleasures enioyed by Mr. Neil has
been in recalling the events of half a century or
more afo as he marched and campaigned with the
Second Kansas through all its movements between
1861 and 1S65. Mr. Neil is an enthusiastic American
in all that the term implies, believes in its grratness,
is a lover of its past glories and is extremely optimistic as to its future destiny.
Following the war he took up the active business
of stock raising and farming which has furnished
the chief outlet for his energies ever since.
On
November 14. 1867, he married Catherine J. Heberling. Five children were born to their union. Lill'an
died at the ao-e of four years, and the others are:
Oscar: Effie. Mrs. George Overmeyer; Daisy Viola;
and Laura, Mrs. Edward Lannin.
From the time he cast his first vote to the present
Mr. N^^il has never wavered in his alleciance to the
republican party. His activities in politics h.Tve b»en
confined to voting and never to the seeking of office.
His best service since the war has been rendered
in a business canncity and in carrying for"'ard and
keenincr up to a high standard the status of Kansas
agriculture and stock husbandry. Altogether he has
owTied upi<ards of 20,000 acres of Kansas soil and
has been intorppted in about 3.000 acres of Colorado
lands. In Williamsport Township alone he owns over
1,200 acrps.
About twenty years ago Mr. Neil and
his family removed to Topeka and they have one
of the \-pry comfortable homes of that cit.v. From
there he has directed the management of his extensive stock, farming and mining interests.
As a result of many well spent years he has the
means and the leisure for travel, "and he and his
wife have visited nearly every state and territory
and have also traveled abroad. As a Kansan Mr.
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Neil has constantly contributed to its progress and
development. Schools, churches, good roads, anything for the good of his township, county, state or
country, finds in him an enthusiastic advocate and
supporter.
Fraternally he is affiliated with the
Grand Army of the Republic and is a thirty-second
degree Scottish Kite Mason.
I

C. J. Sloop.
In January, 1909, Mr. Sloop
mitted to the bar at Topeka, Kansas, and

was ad-

on July
12th of that year moved to Independence.
S'nce
then he has been steadily building up a reputation
as a sound and safe counselor and as one who can
be trusted with the skillful handling of all important interests entrusted to him, whether in civil or
criminal law.
A native of Missouri, Charles Jacob Sloop was
born at Queen City, December 10, 1S7S. His father
John B. Sloop was born in Schuyler County, Missouri,
November 16, 1845, and he spent his active life
there as a farmer and also bought and shipped stock
on a large scale. In 1861 he enlisted in a Missouri
regiment and in a company commanded by A. J.
Smith, and was in the Union army throughout the
war. He was once wounded. He was in the batt'e
of S'liloh, siege of Corinth, Meriden raid,
through
the Vicksburg campaign, participated in the bloody
battle of Tupelo, Mississippi, and followpd General
Sherman on the march to the sea. After the war
he returned to Missouri, and took un farming, which
engaged his energies until his death at Queen City
in October 1906.
He served manv years on the
school board, and was a member of the board of
deacons and a trustee of the Lutheran Church.
Politically he was a republican and was a member
of the Masonic fraternity.
He married Marv Anna
She was
Miller, who was of German ancestry.
born in Franklin County, Ohio, August '30, 1849, and
now resides at Queen City, Missouri. Her children are John W., a farmer at Queen City; Mary
Anna Hickins, lives at Queen City; Franc(?s Elizabeth, wife of E. F. Roberts, in" the poultry and
produce business at Queen City; Charles Jacob;
Lewis Ellison, who was a farmer at Queen City and
died at the age of twenty-nine; Pearl Alvin, a farmer at Queen City; and Jessie Esther, wife of John
Applegate, a carpenter and contractor at Queen
Another member of this household who grew
City._
up with the children was a cousin. Marguerite Miller,
who is now the wife of .lames West, station agent
for the Wabash Railroad at Moulton, Iowa.
Reared on a farm, Charles J. Sloop early conceived ambitions designs for a career and worked
long and diligently to secure the proper preparation.
He graduated from the high school at Queen City
in 1896, and thereafter for two
years taught a
In 1903 he
country school near his birthplace.
graduated A. B. from the University of M'ssouri,
and following his university course he was principal
of the High School at Princeton, Missouri, and was
superintendent of schools at Grandin, Missouri, for
three .vears.
Returning to the University of Missouri in 1907, he remained in the law
rlepartment
until graduating LL. B. in June, 1909.
In the
meantime as already stated he had been admitted
to the Kansas bar, and soon after graduation he
came to Independence. His offices are in the Booth
Building.
He has also acquired some property interest in
Oklahoma. He owns a residence at 320 Westminster
Street in Independence. Politically he is a republi-
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can aud was reared in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church, but in absence of any church of that denomination' attends the Baptist Church in Independence.
He is affiliated with Fortitude Lodge No.
107 Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, with Lodge
No. 780 Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, in
which he was e.xaltcd ruler in 1914. He is also a
member of the County Bar Association. In June,
1912, at Springfield, Missouri, ^Ir. Sloop married
Miss Alma Myrtle McGhee, a daughter of James
M. and ZiUah McGhee, who now reside at Grandin,
Missouri, where her father is in the real estate busiMr. and Mrs. Sloop have one child, William
ness.
Charles, born February 28, 1916.

Louis H. Chapman, commissioner of water and
of Kansas City, Kansas, is the man chiefly
responsible for bringing these municipally owned
plants to a perfection of service where they completely justify the management and control by the
Mr. Chapman is an expert electrician and gencity.
eral engineer, and has achieved a significant success
He has
through his own energies and ambitions.
been a resident of Kansas the greater part of the
light

time since 1886.
He was born at Hartford, Connecticut, June 17,
1873, the youngest of the nine children of John
and Louisa E. (Smart) Chapman. His
Oliver
John 0.
parents were both natives of Connecticut.
Chapman was master mechanic of the New York,
New Haven & Hartford Railway, but gave up that
position and brought his family west to Iowa in
Here he became master mechanic of the Iowa
1881.
Division of the Chicago Northwestern
Railway,
with headquarters at Clinton. In 1884 he moved his
and
to
Kansas
City, Kansas,
accepted a simifamily
While
lar position with the Union Pacific Railway.
in service he was injured, and in 1888 was compelled
to give up his position. After that he spent much of
his time in travel, and in 1892 removed to Cliicago,
He enjoyed large
where he died in April, 1893.
responsibilities, was paid a corresponding salary,
but spent most of it liberally to provide home and
advantages to his large family of children. He had
educated himself, since he came of a famUy in only
moderate circumstances. He belonged to the Masonic
lodge and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
but found his greatest delight in his home circle.
His widow died in Kansas City, Kansas, in February,
1913.

In April, 1895, having resigned this position,
him.
ho returned to Kansas City, Kansas, and installed
the electric plant at the Kansas City stockyards,
being apjiointed master mechanic of that company.
He held that position until 1913, when Mayor Green
appointed him commissioner of water and light of
the municipality. The light and water plant of Kansas City, Kansas, were taken over by the city government some five or six years ago, and both departments have been placed on a paying basis by Mr.
Chapman. As commissioner be has supervision of
the labor of 230 men employed in the two departments.
In politics he is a republican, but the only public
office he has ever held is the one in which he is
now engaged. He is a member of the Scottish Kite
bodies of Masonry, belongs to Abdallah Temple of
the Mystic Shrine at Leavenworth, and is affiliated
with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
He takes much delight in outdoor sports, and aside
from his work and profession most of his time is
He and Mrs. Chapman are
spent in his own home.
He also
active members of the Episcopal Church.
belongs to the Mercantile and Union clubs of Kansas City, Kansas.

James Abram Gakfield Shirk. Now professor of
in the Manual Training Normal School
at Pittsburg, Mr. Shirk has filled many important

mathematics

positions in the public schools and colleges of Kansas,
aud is a recognized authority on his special subject.
native of Kansas, he was born at McPherson
January 12, 1881. His ancestry is Swiss German.
The first of the name came from Switzerland to
His grandfather,
Pennsylvania in colonial days.

A

John Shirk, spent his life in Pennsylvania, was a
farmer, and he also contributed fame to the family
name by his service in the War of 1812. He was
one of the fighting sailors on the flagship of Commodore Perry in the historic battle with the British
He was one of the six men who,
on Lake Erie.
after the flagship Lawrence was disabled, went with

Commodore Perry

in a small boat to the ship
For
the battle was still raging.
this distinguished service in assisting to drive the
British fleet from the ^raters of the Great Lakes he

Niagara,

Louis H. Chapman was thirteen years of age when
his father was incapacitated and being the youngest
of the family he did not receive the advantages
given to the older children in the way of education.
He attended common schools in Connecticut, Iowa,
and a private school in Kansas City, Kansas. Most
of his education he gained by laborious study at
night after a day's employment. His first position
was as a messenger boy at the stockyards for the
Fowler Packing Company. Later he was at work in
the lard department of Armour & Company. In 1889
going to Chicago he found work with the Chicago
Northwestern Railway, and for a time was a fireman
His next position was
on the elevated railroad.
trimming lamps at $1.75 a day for the electric light
department of Armour & Company, and after six

months he was given charge of a gang of workmen
$90 a month.
During those early years much
of his wages went to support his invalid father and
at

his mother.

On December
Carlotta

was a prominent man in Kansas. In 1893 Mr. Chapbecame connected with the Commonwealth
Edison Company of Chicago as a repair man. He
showed such ability as a workman and such responsibility that at the end of six months he was placed
in charge of the department with ninety men under

man

16, 1892,

Drought.

Her

Mr. Chapman married Miss
E. 8. W. Drought,

father,

while

was afterwards awarded a medal by Congress.
Joseph Shirk, father of Professor Shirk, was born
He was
near Mead\'ille in Pennsylvania in 1833.
roared and married in his native state, was engaged
for a number of years in the lumber business, and
well in the Oil Creek oil fields of
one of the pioneers in the oil
Afterwards he lived for varying lengths
industry.
of time in the states of Illinois, Nebraska and was
an earl}' settler at McPherson. In that town he waa
at first in the grain business but later farmed in
that vicinity for many years. He finally retired and
died at McPherson in 1910.
Politically he was a
repuldican, was a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and one of the trustees, and belonged to the

he drilled the
Pennsylvania.

first'

He was

Knights of Honor.
Joseph Shirk married Ahnra
She was born at Clark 's Mills in PennsylClark.
vania in 1840 and is still liWng, being a resident
of Dallas. Oregon. Her children are: Pearl, wife of
L. G. Miller, who has been engaged in the lumber
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business until recently, liut
to his fruit ranch at Dallas,

now

gives his attention

Oregon Claude Joseph,
who is professor of botany in the Wesleyan University at Lincoln, Nebraska; and James A. G.
Professor Shirk spent his early boyhood on his
father's farm in McPherson.
While there he attended the district schools and in 1898 graduated
from the high school at McPherson.
His higher
education was acquired in McPherson College, from
which he graduated A. B. in 1901 and A. M. in 1902,
and later in 1904 he entered the University of Kansas, where he received his Master of Science degree
in 1905. In the meantime he had taught mathematics
and physics at McPherson College during the two
school years from 1902 to 1904.
After obtaining his
7naster's degree at Lawrence in 190'3 he remained
there until the winter of 1906 and then finished out
a term of teaching at Leavenworth. In the fall of
1906 he was elected professor of. mathematics at
(Jttawa University, and remained the incumbent of
that position until 1912. While at Ottawa he taught
mathematics and later had the courses in engineering
and physics. In 1912 he was elected assistant profes;

sor of physics at the Manual Training Normal School
at Pittsburg, and in 1914 was made head of the
mathematical department in that institution.
Mr. Shirk for ten years has been a member of the
Kansas Academy of Science and was honored with
the office of president of that body in 191!3.
He
also belongs to the American Mathematical Society
and the Kansas Association of Mathematics Teachers.
He is a member and deacon of the Baptist Church.
His home is in Pittsburg and he owns a residence at

116 East Lindburg Avenue and some lots adjacent
his home.
In 1908 at Ottawa he married Miss Anna Gevene
McCoy, daughter of Mark and Elizabeth (Wallace)
McCoy. Her mother died in 1915, and her father
resides at Ottawa, where he is a city inspector.
Mr.
and Mrs. Shirk have one daughter, Alice Gevene born
to

February

12, 1912.

Abram a. RAtJB, M. D. One of the oldest and best
known physicians and citizens of Kansas is Dr.
Abram A. Eaub of Topeka, who came to this state in
1879.
Doctor Eaub is a veteran of the Civil war.
During part of his service he was assistant surgeon
in the army, and has been practicing medicine for
fully half a century.

Doctor Eaub was forty years of age when he came
to Kansas, having been born in 1839 at Blairstown,
New Jersey. His father was Philip Eaub, also a
native of Blairstown.
The grandfather emigrated
from the Ehine provinces of Germany and settled
at Blairstown, he and his sou Philip both dying on
the old place near that city.
Together they
had occupied the homestead for nearly 100 years.
Philip Eaub married Miss Sabra Angel of Warren
County, New Jersey. To their marriage were born
two sons and three daughters, named Emma, Jacob,
Catherine, John and Abram, all now deceased ex-

The daughter Emma married
cejit Doctor Eaub.
George W. Stout. Mr. Stout, who was also a native
of New Jersey, was a prominent attorney at Easton,
Pennsylvania, and a very successful business man.
He left an estate valued ,at $200,000, and at one time
he told Doctor Eaub that he started life with only
50 cents.
Mr. and Mrs. Stout 's son George was a
youth of more than usual brilliancy, was graduated
firstin his class and a gold medalist from the University of Pennsylvania, and his death twenty days
after his graduation was a
calamity to his parents
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and a loss to the world. Doctor Raub's older brother
Jacob became a prosperous farmer of Warren County,
New Jersey. His sister Catherine married Aaron
Vaught, of Bradford County, Pennsylvania. John
Eaub, who is a graduate of Lafayette College at
Eastern Pennsylvania and a graduate of the medical
department of the University of Pennsylvania, in
1861 went to Fortress Monroe with the Ninth New
Jersey Volunteer Infantry with the understanding
that he should be appointed assistant regimental surgeon, but was disappointed and then returned home.
Doctor Eaub acquired his early education in the
public schools of Blairstown, and began his professional studies in the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania. Before graduating he enlisted in the First Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry
at Lincoln 's first call for ninety days men. He was
stricken with the typhoid fever, and then returned
home, finishing his medical education, and in 1863
received appointment as assistant United States
surgeon. He passed the examination and was given
the appointment by Secretary of War Edwin M.
Stanton. Doctor Eaub served from April 26, 1863,
to April 27, 1S64, his resignation being prompted on
account of ill health. Doctor Eaub is a very competent and interesting witness on some phases of the
early period of the Civil war which received perhaps less attention than they deserve in the usual
writings on the war. This opportunity as a witness
came during the ninety days service. The North
had rushed precipitately against the Southern armies
without either proper training or without adequate

Whole regiments, says Doctor Eaub,
equipment.
were absolutely without arms, without food, the officers were inexperienced, and the men were marching
over the hot dry country without canteens, without
blankets, and the only clothing they had was what
they wore away from their homes.
On May 2, 1864, a few days after he resigned his
commission in the army. Doctor Raub married Misa
Ernestine McClure. Her father was city engineer of
Memphis, Tennessee. Soon after his marriage Doctor Eaub moved to Warren County, Ohio, and began
the practice of medicine in the Town of Franklin.
The situation was not altogether to his liking, and
he then returned to Pennsylvania and practiced at
Laeeyville, in Wyoming County until 1879. In that
year he brought his family out to Cawker City,
Mitchell County, Kansas. Mitchell County was then
practically on the frontier, and his coming brought
to that

and

community a physician of unusual experience

For ten years he remained in active
ability.
practice there. In 1S89 he was appointed through

United States Senator Plumb, the Government physician to the Pottawatami Indians with office on the
reservation, though his family in the meantime resided in Topeka.
Doctor Eaub has had his home in Topeka for many
years and has become well known as a citizen not
only there but over the state. For eight years he
served as chairman of the board of pension examiners
of Shawnee County, and for one year served by appointment as county physician. For four years Doetor Raub was the chief surgeon of the Kansas State

Home at Dodge City.
The family of Doctor and Mrs. Raub contained
three sons and two daughters.
Their names and
birth are: Edgar Lee, born in 1867; Ellen Woodward, 1869; Kenneth, 1872; Trail Green, 1874; and
Ernestine, 1876. The daughter Ernestine is now deceased. Edgar until recently was an editor at MontSoldiers
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Kenneth has recently been
City, Texas.
elected county clerk of Shawnee County, auU enters
that oflice with a promise of great efficiency, since

gomcry

for twelve years he was employed in the oflSces of
the Santa Fe Railway, nearly all the time under Mr.
W. W. Strickland. The son Trail is a boilermaker
by trade and for twelve years has been in the Missouri I'acitic Railway shops at Sedalia, Missouri.
Ellen is the wife of Mr. L. G. Tuttle, an old employe
of the Rock Island Railroad Company, at present
being chief rate clerk, and when the company's
headcjuarters were moved to Chicago he went with

them.

Clark 13. Kountz, of Independence, though a young
man, is a veteran in the oil industry, and for over
ten years has been a factor in the Kansas oil fields,
being now vice president of the Prairie Pipe Line
Company.
He was born near Bradford, McKean County,
Pennsylvania, August 24, 1S83, a son of Frank P.
and Maggie E. Kountz. Uis father was born in 1847,
and died in 1911, and his mother, still living, was
born in 1849. The Kountz family removed from
Western Pennsylvania to Findlay, Ohio, which was
then in the center of the Ohio oil fields, and in the
public schools of that city Clark H. Kountz acquired
his early education.
At the age of eighteen, in
July, 1901, he became a clerk in the oflice of the
Ohio Oil Company at Findlay.
He grew up in the atmosphere of oil fields, and
with four years of business experience in Ohio he
came to Kansas in June, 1905. Becoming connected
with the Prairie Oil & Gas Company at Independence, he was promoted to secretary of that company in 1910, and in 191.5 assumed his present post
as vice president of the Prairie Pipe Line Company.
Mr. Kountz is also a director in the First National

Bank

of Independence.
He is a member of the
Masonic Order and the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks.

On December

21, 1907, at Independence he married
Agnes Casebeer, daughter of Dr. Howard M.
and Emma F. Casebeer. Mr. and Mrs. Kountz have

Afiss

one daughter, Marjorie Kountz, born

Charles

Willwm

Trickett.

May

30, 1913.

That Kansas

City,
Kansa.s, can claim distinction of being the largest
city in the United States without a saloon or commercialized vice district is due more to the fearless
and strenuous efiforts of Charles 'William Trickett than
to any other one man. The people of an entire state
committed to the cause of prohibition followed with a
great deal of int<>rest and admiration his remarkable
campaign, made some years ago while assistant attorney general, for rigid law enforcement and the driving out of the saloons and other commercialized forms
of vice which had hitherto enjoyed immunity in the

Kansjis metropolis.

Mr. Trifkctt, who has lived in Kansas since early
childhood was a banker and business man before he
took up the law, began practice at Kansas City,
Kansas,

in 1896.

On June

1906, Attorney General C. C. Coleman
as assistant attorney general with
The apspecial jurisdiction in Wyandotte County.

appointed

8,

him

pointment in ordinary circumstances might have had
no special significance. When Mr. Trickett consented
it was with the avowed determination and purpose of inaugurating a proeram of
strict law
enforcement and overturning the old
regime under which Kansas City, Kansas, had been a

to accept the office

wide open town with saloons flourishing in open violation of the state laws. The day he began his official
duties opened the fight on the local liquor traffic. It
was a war to the finish. Either the saloons had to go
or the attorney general had to acknowledge complete
defeat and get out of the town himself. The leaders
of the liquor traffic had many sinister ways in which
to undermine a jiublic official 's career and pervert his
active influence. It was not a case in which he stood
as the 0| en champion for well organized and solid
sentiment.
The city was well diWded over
the liquor question.
He had the state law behind
him, but he constantly had to run counter to public
opinion and overcome an active and \ngilant opposiHe actually took his life in his hands. He and
tion.
his family were threatened by varied forms of perA threat was made to dynamite his house.
secution.
Some of his property was actually burned. Danger
and intimidation had no efl'ect upon his resolute
course.
As part of his general program he brought
about the election of Doctor Gray on an independent
ticket as mayor and committed to a law enforcement
Mr. Trickett and his lieutenants worked
platform.
from 8 o'clock in the morning until 1 o'clock
the next morning day after day in dislodging the
saloon faction, and fimally they put padlocks on the
doors of all the saloons, and only then did the saloon
men retire from the field. He confiscated and burned
upwards of $.'5,000 worth of liquor and various other
property connected with the traffic. Along with the
saloons he made equal war on gambling and commerand for nearly ten years he continued
cialized vice,
the fight and brought about the wholesome conditions
which now ])revail in the city.
Mr. Trickett accei>ted the office of assistant attorney
general temporarily, but once in the fight he continued until victory. He had previously refused such
jiublic

an

office

again

and again, and he was under no
and dangers confronting

illusions as to the difficulties

him when he

finally consented to serve.

As already

appointment came from Attorney
General Coleman, and the succeeding Attorney General Jackson made his first official act the reappointment of Mr. Trickett in 1907. He was again reappointed in 1911 by Attorney General Dawson. He
stated

his

first

continued in the office until 1913.
In the meantime Governor Stubbs had appointed
him special counsel and he was commissioned to assist in the general campaign for the overthrow of
In this positlie liquor forces throughout the state.
tion he also made a special fight against gambling in
Kansas City, Kansas, and succeeded in clearing out
about 200 notorious gambling places. Another service which he rendered was the prosecution of the
various packing plants of Kansas City, Kansas, as a
result of which $178,000 were returned to the county
in the shape of unpaid taxes and other sums which
the packing comjianies had unjustly held.
Chnrles William Trickett w.as born on a farm in
Scotland County, Missouri, February 2, 1861, and
came to Kansas in 1866 with his parents Charles
Trickett.
He
a family of nine children, two of
whom died in infancy, and six are still living. His
father was a native of Virginia and his mother of
Illinois, and the former followed farming all his
The Trickett f.imily goes back to
active career.
colonial days in the history of this country.
Originally there were four brothers, Frenchmen, who emigrated to England, and later one of these brothers or
He was a ship owner, and
his son came to Virginia.
after coming to America the name was changed in
Mar.shall

was the

and Martha Ann (Walker)

tliird

in
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spelling from

This
Ti-ickette to the present form.
ancestor in America was eouuected with Washington 's staff in some capacity during the Revolutionary war, and it is known that he was present at
the final battle and surrender of the British forces
first

at

Yorktown.

Charles M. Trickett came from' Virginia overland
and located in Scotland County, Missouri, where he
married, and at the close of the war he sold his farm
there and after a year spent in Nebraska with his
brother-in-law came to Kansas, locating at Louishurg
in Miami County.
He lived in that town and rented
his farm.
He was in poor health after he came to
Kansas and his sons assumed the responsibilities of
He died in 1878. After
looking after the farm.
coming to Kansas he served as .iustice of the peace,
as overseer of roads and streets, and was an active
republican.
Baptist.

He was a

Methodist

and

his

wife a

The common schools of Louisburg furnished Cliarles
W. Trickett his early education. At the age of fifteen he was working for the firm of Keed & Wright,
For a time he had
grain and general merchants.
charge of the grading and price making in their
elevator. He remained with that firm until 1880, and
the company then buying an elevator in Paola placed
Mr. Trickett in charge.
In 1882 he resigned his
position to enter the Miami County National Bank at
Paola, and soon afterwards was made teller and later
assistant cashier. In 1887 Mr. Sponable, president of
the Miami County Bank, organized the Wyandotte
County National Bank of Kansas City, Kansas, and
Mr. Trickett became cashier of the new institution.
During the panic of 1893 this was the only bank in
Kansas City, Kansas, that successfully weathered the
storm of financial reverses, and Mr. Trickett shouldered many of the heavy responsibilities at that time
and remained with the institution until its resources
were thoroughly reorganized when the panic had
passed.

An ambition to become a lawyer was one of the
early desires of Mr. Trickett. While living at Paola
he read law for five years under Maj. Benjamin
Simpson.
Major Simpson subsequently served as
United States marshal of Kansas, later as Supreme
Court commissioner, and was one of the ablest lawIn 1896 Mr. Trickett was
yers the state ever had.
admitted to the bar. and selling his interests in the
bank he opened an oflSce and began general practice.
In 190."? he formed a partnership with Mr. Keplinger,
and this firm is still in existence, commanding a large
and representative clientage and with oflSces in the
Holmes Bu-lding. From 1908 to 191.3 in addition to
his other heavy public resi^onsibilities, Mr. Trickett
served as attorney for the drainage board district and
had active charo-e of all the litisration of that time.
In 1913 he became Kansas attorney for the Kansas
City Stockyards Company, and still retains that position.
Mr. Trickett has alwavs been identified w'th
the rerublican party.
While living in Paola he
served on the hoard of education, resigning from that
when
he
removed to Kansas City, Kansas.
position
December 23, 1880, he married Miss Lillie B. Essex
of Paola. Her father J. S. Essex was at the time of
their marriage foreman of construction on the Missouri,

Kansas

& Texas

Railway.

Mr.

and

Mrs.

Trickett have four children
Nellie is the wife of
John Stewart, salesman for the Redenour-Baker
of
Kansas
Pearl is
Grocery Company
City, Kansas.
the wife of .Tohn Juhlin, of Kansas City, Missouri,
for
solicitor
the
Kansas City" Stockyards
traveling
:

Company.

William

E.,

who married Besse Woolsev

1827

of Kansas

City, Kansas, is managing his father's
estate interests.
Lawrence G. is in the office
of the Kansas City Stockyards Company. All these
children have been given the comforts of a
good
home, the inspiration of high ideals and a liberal
education.
Lawrence and Pearl are both graduates
real

of the University of Kansas. Mr. and Mrs. Trickett
are active members of the Congregational Church,
and for seventeen years he served as superintendent
of the Sunday school, was for a number of years
chairman of the board of trustees and was superintendent of the building of the present edifice occupied by the congregation.
S. Hyatt is one of the leading corporaattorneys of Southeastern Kansas, and has
handled a large and profitable practice at Parsons
for the past thirteen years. He is a native of Kansas and his family have been identified with the
state since the early days.
The Hyatts were of
Scotch descent but came from England to North

WrLLiAM

tion

Carolina in colonial times.
One or more of them
served with the army of the noted "Swamp Fox"
of the revolution, Francis Marion.
Mr. Hyatt 's
grandfather, Benjamin A. Hyatt, was bom in South
Carolina in 1820.
He grew up in that state, was
married in Knoxville, Tennessee, and before the
Ci^nl war moved to Shoal Creek in Jasper County,
Missouri.
Like many southerners he was an ardent
admirer of racing horses and enjoyed that sport.
In Missouri he raised horses for racing purposes.
At the outbreak of the war, being a Union sympathizer, he was compelled to leave Shoal Creek, and
while his family refugeed into Kansas he went north
to Minnesota and Michigan, taking his horses, and
did not get in touch with his family again until they
had located at Lawrence. After the war he settled
in Labette County, Kansas, and was a farmer and
stock raiser, chiefly horses, until his death in Hackberry Township of Labette County in 1889. Politically he was a republican.
Benjamin S. Hyatt married Melinda Tipton, who was born in Tennessee and
died in Labette County. Her ancestry were identified
with the very beginning of the revolutionary war.
William Tipton was a commissioned ofiicer in the
Patriot army, and in one battle had a leg shot off.
Later he rode all the way from North Carolina to
Washington to present his claim for a pension. This
was granted, perhaps by a special act of Congress,
in the administration of Thomas Jefferson.
Besides
the pension he was also repaid for a large quantity
of provisions he had furnished the Patriot army during the war. Of the children of Benjamin S. Hyatt
now living mention is made as follows. Nathaniel
Keener, who is owner of a silver mine at Butte,
Montana; John, a merchant at Miami, Oklahoma;
William S. Hyatt, Sr., the oldest of the children;
Laura, wife of George W. Johnson, a farmer in the
Province of Alberta, Canada; Clementine, wife of
Chandler Chronaster, who is a farmer in Colorado and
assisted in forming an irrigation company there;
Sherman, a mechanic living at Vinita, Oklahoma.
William S. Hyatt, Sr., father of the Parsons
attorney, is still living on his old farm in Hackberry
Township in Labette County. He has had a long
and interesting career. He was born May 11, 1845,
He
on Shoal Creek in Jasper County, Missouri.
grew up there, but when his father's farm was sacked
by the Confederates in 1862 the responsibility devolved upon him as the oldest son of taking his
mother and the other children out of the country. He
went with them to Lawrence, Kansas, and soon
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afterward, following the Quautrell raid against
Lawrence, lie joined Company G of the Sixteenth
Kansas Cavalry.
He was in active service until
mustered out in 1865, and much of the time was
engaged in opposing the Indians on the northwest
frontier.
He took part in the battles of Little Horn
ami Big Horn in Montana, and while on duty with
the scouting branch of the army had many brushes
and skirmishes with the Indians. In 18G1 he was
with the Kansas troops engaged in opposing the
advance of General Price iuto Kansas.
Following the war he located at Lawrence, and in
1866 returned to Shoal Creek in .Jasper County, Missouri, where he found his father's farm in a state
of complete devastation, the fences all down and the
Not long after that he
houses and barn Inirned.
and his brother Keener rode on horseback into what
The ludians were still occuis now Labette County.
pants there, and the surveys were just being made

preparatory to the

He and

of

o])ening

the

country to

set-

Hackberry Township, and after camping there a week
returned to Lawrence.
They then brouglit all the
family to Labette County, and William S. Hyatt,
Sr., received a patent from the Government to 160
He has farmed that place ever since, but in
acres.
the meantime his i)rosperity lias been measured by
increaseil holdings of land until now his estate comHe has been a diversified farmer
prises 720 acres.
and raises a large amount of stock and is still in the
harness.
Politically he is a democrat, and in the
early days in Labette County served as constable.
The w"ife of William S. Hyatt, Sr., was Susan M.
Clark. She was born at Crystal, Indiana, Sei)tember
Their family of chil19, 1855, and is still living.
dren are: William S. .Ir.
Emily May, wife of
Edward Switzcr, owner of a printing jilaiit in Webb
Francis Marion, a farmer in HackCity, Missouri
berry Township of Labette County; Isabelle, wife of
J. C. Crane, a farmer in Hackberry Township; Martin Luther, a farmer in Hackberry Township; Mary
Ellen, wife of .T. Cox, a farmer at Bartlctt, Kansas.
Thus it is seen that William S. Hyatt comes of
He was born on his
some very sturdy stock.
father's farm in Labette County July 29, 1876. As
a boy he attended the district schools there, and
was graduated from the Labette County High School
in 1895.
Tlie first twenty-one years of his life were
His profession.al trainspent on his father's ranch.
ing was acquired in the law department of the Kansas
State University, where he graduated LL. B. in 180!).
Mr. Hyatt distinguished himself while in university
as a debater and there are few attorneys in Kansas
with a better command of language, with more practical logic, and with more versatile ability whether
on the stump or in pleading a cause before a jury.
While in university he took part in a number of inter
He was in the Missouri-Kansas
collegiate debates.
contest in 1898, in the Kansas-Nebraska oratorical
contest of 1899, and in 1900 represented the State
Preof Kansas in an oratorical contest at Denver.
paratory to these debates there occurred a series of
elimination contests, and thus Mr. Hyatt had to
prove his superiority over a number of debaters in
his home state before re|)resenting the state in an
interstate contest. On two of the interstate contests
tlement.

his brother staked claims in

;

;

he eamo out victor.
Before leaving university he was nominated on the
democratic ticket for the office of county attorney
of Labette County and was elected in 1900 and
In the fall of
gave one term of efficient service.
1900 he moved to Oswego, Kansas, but since 1903

has had his home and office at Parsons. In tliat time
he has handled a large general civil and criminal
During his first five years at Parsons he
practice.
was attorney for a number of gas and oil companies
around Parsons and in Shrevesport, Louisiana, and
since then has been the principal attorney for the
Albert Emanuel Syndicate, and the Kansas ElectriHis offices are in the First
cal Utility Company.
On two occasions he was
National Bank Building.
appointed assistant attorney general under republican administrations for the trial of special cases.
Mr. Hyatt owns his home at 1516 Corning Avenue,
also a fine farm of 160 acres in Hackberry TownParsons.
ship, and considerable city real estate at
He is an active member of the Parsons Chamber of
Commerce, belongs to the County, State and .\merican Bar associations, and is affiliated with Parsons
Lodge No. 117, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
Parsons Chapter No. .'W, Royal Arch Alasons, Parsons
Lodge No. 527, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks, and Parsons Lodge No. 1 of the Ancient Order of

United Workmen.
In June, 1911, at Parsons he married Miss Reba
Jones, daughter of W. W. and Rebecca (Highfield)
Her parents reside at 1415 Corning Avenue
Jones.
in I'arsons, an<l her father is passenger conductor
Mr.
for the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway.
and Mrs. Hyatt liave two children: William S., Jr.,
born Februarv 14, 1914; and Maurine Rebecca, bom

March

20, 1916.

Henry Howell Isham was one of the prominent
and successpioneer merchants of Coffeyville, founded
that were
fully conducted several business enterprises
material factors in the growth and prosperity of the
his business prominence and
city, and on account of
his personal character was held in the highest esteem.
His death at Coffeyville November 19, 1906, meant
the loss of one of the sterling old time citizens of
Montgomery County. He was at that time seventy
years of age, lacking three days. His birth had occurred at Colchester, Connecticut, November 22, 1836.
He was of New England ancestry, four brothers of
the

name having come from England and

settled in

Connecticut or New York during colonial times. His
in New York
grandfather Charles Isham was born
state, and spent his life as a farmer, dying near
Watertown, New Y'ork. The late Henry H. Isham
was a son of Charles and Mary (Rogers) Isham.
His father was a farmer and died at Avon, New Y'ork.
His mother was the daughter of one of the most
[ihysicians of Colchester, Connecticut.

prominent
Reared at Avon. New Y'ork, Henry H. Isham was
married February 9, 1865, at Lawrence, Michigan, to
Miss Annetta Clark. Mrs. Isham, who still resides at
Coffeyville, was born in Lawrence, Michigan, daughter of H. B. Clark, who was born near Watertown,
New York, in 1812, and died at Lawrence, Michigan,
He was a pioneer settler in that section of
in 1900.
Michigiin and spent most of his career there as a
H. B.
farmer.
Politically he was a republican.
Clark married Amanda Marshall, who was born in
Herkimer County, New York, in 1805 at Little Falls,
and died at Lawrence, Michigan, in 1874. Mr. and
Mrs. H.B. Clark were the parents of the following
children

:

Oscar,

who was a railway conductor and

killed while on duty at Cherryvale,
a retired farmer at Paw Paw, Michigan; .leannette, who died at the age of eight years in

was accidentally
Kansas; Charles,

Lawrence, Michigan; George, who died in childhood
in Michigan; Mrs. Isham; Orrie, who lives with Mrs.
Isham at Coffeyville, is the widow of L. W. Heath,

'i/v-^

<S^<-;y?-

L.ssSS^
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printer in Chicago; and Tabor, who died
at Coffeyville in September, 1914.
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Isham
returned to New York and lived in Avon until 1868.
They then resided at South Haven, Michigan, untU
1871, and in June of that year came to Kansas,
spending a few months at Ottawa, and in November
of the same year moving to CoffeyviUe. Coffeyville
was then a village out on the frontier, and little more
than a trading post for the scattered settlements of

who was a

Southern Kansas and the Indian inhabitants of
Indian Territory. While a resident of Avon, New
York, Mr. Isham had conducted a tin shop and small

hardware store, and was in the same line of business
m South Haven, Michigan. On coming to Coffeyville
he opened up a pioneer hardware store, and that grew
in time, with tlie settling up and expansion of the
surrounding country, into the leading mercantile establishment of its kind in that part of the state.
After some years he sold out Ms hardware interests
to his brother J. T. Isham, and the store is now coniucted by Harry Isham, a nephew of Mr. H. H.
Isham. Prom merchandising Mr. Isham turned his
attention to banking, and conducted a private bank
at Coffeyville for six years. He also operated extensively in loans and real estate and at his death left a
large estate.
His public service should not pass unmeutioned.
He served on the council and school board, and devoted much time to every movement for the betterment of his home city. He was a democrat and later
a republican, and a member of the Masonic fraternity
at Avon, New York. His home was the center of his
life, and he gave to his family his best affection.
While he was still in the hardware business the famous
Dalton gang raided Coffeyville and his store was one
Mr. Isham armed
of the objects of their pillage.
himself with a gun and assisted in repelling the
outlaws, and he has always been credited with having
killed the leader of the band.
Mrs. Isham was well educated, having attended the
public schools at Lawrence, Michigan, where she was
born, and also the State Normal School, but was married soon after completing her course. She has been a
very active member of the Presbyterian Church at
Coffeyville, and was one of those who organized the

Earnest Workers Society, and has been instrumental
in furthering the benevolent purposes of that society.
Mrs. Isham owns the residence at 114 West Tenth
Street, the building in which the hardware store is
conducted on Union Street, owns a restaurant and
drug store building on Union Street, and other residence properties on Fifth Street and Tenth Street.
Mrs. Isham has one daughter, Frances, wife of
C. W. Mansur, who lives at St. Louis, where he was
manager for the John Deere Plow Company and is
still an adviser of that concern. Mr. and Mrs. Mansur
have one child, Charles, who is employed by the
Miehle Printing Company of Chicago. Mrs. Mansur
completed her education in Bethgny College at Topeka
•

and in a private school in Kansas

Edward

City.

Eea. One of the largest milling concerns in Southern Kansas is the Rea-Patterson Milling Company of Coffeyville. The plant was established at Coffeyville in 1894, and at that time the
Since
daily capacity of the mill was 400 barrels.
then, by gradual additions and improvements, the
is
now
barrels
of
uour
1,800
and 600
daily capacity
barrels of meal, while the elevator
capacity is
700.000 bushels, this being one of the largest mills
in the state.
In fact the product from the EeaVol. IT— »
S.

1829

Patterson Milling

Company

has a very wide distri-

bution, particularly over the South and Southwest,
and the company sends flour to Cuba and the Eastern states.
The original capital of the company

was $50,000, and

it is

now

$300,000.

The plant

is

conveniently situated with respect to the tracks of
the Missouri Pacific, Missouri, Kansas and Texas

and Santa Fe railroads.

The

officers of the Eea-Patterson Milling Company
H. W. Read, of Coffeyville, president; Edward
Rea, treasurer and manager; and F. H. Patterson

are:
S.

of Fredonia, secretary.

Edward
August
business

S. Rea w'as born at Marshall, Missouri,
His father, P. H. Rea, a veteran
16, 1872.

man and

miller

still

living at

Marshall,

was the founder of the Rea-Patterson Milling Company at Coffeyville, and is still its largest stockholder. P. H. Rea was born in Carroll County, Missouri,
Reared in Missouri, and of Southern
3, 1840.
antecedents, he sided with the South in its struggle
during the '60s, and was in the Confederate army
with Gen. Joe Shelby under Gen. Sterling Price.
His home district was closely divided between Northerners and Southerners, and naturally there was
much factional local strife, and on account of the unpleasantness Mr. Rea went out to Montana after the
war and for a time conducted an express stage line
between Helena and Virginia City, and also had a
a store as one of the first business enterprises of the
present thriving city of Helena. He also became a
factor in local politics, and as a democrat served
as the first treasurer of Lewis and Clark counties,
Montana. Returning to Missouri in 1870, P. H. Rea
settled at Marshall in Saline County, and soon built
up a large grocery, agricultural implement and grain
business and still conducts an implement and automobile store there, incorporated as the P. H. Rea
He is very active in the
Implement Company.
Christian Church and is teacher of a Bible Class.

May

Rea was married at St. Louis to Mattie Samuel.
She was born near Liberty, Clay County, Missouri,
in 1849, and died at Marshall in 1894. Her children

P. H.

were: Florence, who died at the age of two years;
Edward S.; Virginia, wife of Philip Ott, who is engaged in the implement and garage business with
the P. H. Rea Implement Co. at Marshall; William
G., manager of the Eea-Page Milling Company at
Marshall of which his father is president; Mattie,
wife of Frank A. Baker, who is connected with the
Eidenour-Baker Company of Kansas City, Missouri;
Catherine, wife of Frank Bigger, first vice president
of the Eobert Keith Furniture Company of Kansas
City.

Edward

Eea, was educated in the public schools
Manual Training School of St.
Louis, where he graduated in 1890, and on the completion of his education at once entered the milling
business with the Eea-Page Milling Company of.
Marshall. For a quarter of a century he has given
all his time and energy to this industry, and during the first four years learned milling in all its
details at his home city. On July 27, 1894, he came
S.

of Marshall, ih the

to Coffeyville, and was bookkeeper until May, 1896,
and since then has been manager and treasurer of
the Eea-Patterson Milling Company.
He is also

president of the McAlester-Edward Coal Company at
Pittsburg, Oklahoma, and president of the Eea-Eead
Mill and Elevator Company at Tulsa, Oklahoma.
In politics Mr. Eea is independent, and is active
in the Presbyterian Church.
On April 15, 1896, at
Sweet Springs, Missouri, he married Miss Margaret

1830

KANSAS AND KANSANS

born
Owens. Her motluM-, Mrs. Sarah Owens was
there at the
at Sweet Springs and is still living
have one
a"e of seventv-seven. Mr. and ilrs. Rea
was born February
daughter, Nellie Elizabeth, who
School
5 l>iou is a member of the Coffeyville High
her continued
Class of 1917, and her parents plan
education.

Alexander Jacob Waldraven. Among the oldest
and most highly respected citizens of Riley County,
has
Kansas is Alexander Jacob Waldraven, who
his life in this state. His rehalf
than
more
spent
more
mote ancestry was I'ennsylvania Dutch, and no
be found, but for
solid and substantial people can
many vears the Waldravens had lived in North CaroHe was born in Stokes County, which was
lina"
counties
later ilivided forming Stokes and Forsythe
was reared on the
in that state, April 15, 1S39, and
farm of his father, John Henry Waldraven.
Alexander Jacob Waldraven has led an agricul-

he moved
tural life. After the close of the Civil war
Lee's Sumto Missouri and resided on a farm near
he removed
mit, in Jackson County, until 1S72, when
to Kansas and settled on a farm east of WaterviUe,
Mr. Waldin Marshall County. It was in 18S1 that
raven came to Riley County, locating at that time on
section 1.3, Mav Day Township, where he purchased
240 acres of land, which he subsequently developed
and improved. After many years of prosjierity as a
farmer and stockraiser, Mr. Waldraven retired, turnof his large estate
ing over the active management
who is a capable farmer and a
to his

youngest son,
graduate of the Kansas State Agricultural College.
In 1861 Mr. Waldraven was married to Martha
Susanna Long, and they have the following children:
Cora Elizabeth, who is' the wife of Rev. David Everett Bundy, a minister in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South; Robert Ulysses, who is a minister
and traveling evangelist of the church denomination
named above; Ada Belle, who is the widow of James
T. Smith; and Luther Watts, who was born in Marshall County, Kansas, October 1.5, 1878, was graduated from the Kansas State Agricultural College in
Laura L.
1900, and in 1914 was married to Miss
Wendland. He is now operating his father's farm in
May Day Township. The parents of the above children reside with Mrs. Smith in May Day Township.
While Mr. Waldraven has never sought political
informed
preferment for himself, he has kept well
concerning matters of jmblic import and has been
intelligently interested. At times he has united with
oriranizations that have sought, by the franchise, to
bring about better conditions along many lines, and
recognized the excellent underlyinj^ principles of

At
both the greenback and populist movements.
present he is nominally a democrat but is inclined
to be somewhat independent yet in his support of
men and measures. Mr. and Mrs. Waldraven were
reared in the Methodist Episcopal Church South but
as there is no church of that denomination in their
neighViorhood, they have united with the Evangelical
Association and are active Christian workers. The
entire family has high standing in Riley County.
Bt. Rev. John
worth, but with

Ward, Bishop of the See of Leavenhome at 1228 Sandusky Avenue in

City, Kansas, has been one of the ablest
and administrators of the Catholic Church in
Kansas for over thirty years, and a host of friends
and admirers both in and out of the church rejoiced
in his elevation as a bishop on November 25, 1910.

Kansas
priests

Bishop Ward was born in the Village of Westview
He was the
near Cleveland, Oliio, May 2:), 1857.
His parents
second in a family of three children.
were Joseph and Ellen (McGrath) Ward, both natives
of Ireland. Joseph Ward followed farming in Ohio.
Early in his career .John Ward was destined for
He attended school in Westview,
the jiriestliood.
began his classical studies in St. Mary 's College at
Cincinnati, continued in Assumption College at Sandwich, Ontario, and afterwards graduated from St.
Meinrad College in Indiana. He was ordained July
17, 1884, and was ajipointed assistant at the Cathedral
After three months there he was
in Leavenworth.
appointed to a pastorate in Marshall County, and
from 1888 to 1895 was in charge of the church at
I'arsons, Kansas. He then came to St. Thomas Church
in Armourdale, whore he was priest until 1898.
For
ten years he was rector of the Cathedral at Leavennorth, and then returned to Kansas City, Kansas, as
irremovable rector of St. Mary's tor a period of
tliree years.
From this he was appointed Bishop of
Leavenworth and was consecrated in that dignity February 22, 1911, by His Excellency Diomede Falconio,
His see comapostolic delegate and later cardinal.
prises twenty counties in the northeastern portion of
the state.
Both as )iriest and bishop has Bisliop Ward
had the satisfaction of seeing a large number of
parishes relieved of burdens of debt and while his work
has not been preeminent as a financial administrator
he is successful.

Jasper William Hayward, M. D.
Since he
earned his privilege of practicing medicine in 1909,
Doctor Hayward has become increasingly well known
as a physician and surgeon in Kansas City, Kansas.
Aside from his attJiinments professionally much interest attaches to his career because of the valiant
struggle he made as a youth to secure an education
and win a position in a learned profession against
hea\'j"

odds.

Doctor Hayward was born in Kingman, Kansas,
.\pril .3, 1880, a son of Charles and Kate (Weir)
Hayward. His father was a native of Boston, Massachusetts, of English descent, was reared in Boston,
and his father Nathaniel Hayward afterward came
West locating in Glasgow, Missouri, where he became
a member of Gen. Joe Shelby 's body guard during
the Civil war and was also with General Price's army.
He fought as a Confederate soldier in the battle of
the Blue. Nathaniel Hayward after the war removed
in prairie schooners to the Colorado line and later to
Indian Territorj', and finally located in Kingman
County, Kansas, about the time it was organized.
Nathaniel and his son Charles took up claims and
in the early days lived in dugouts and went through
many privations during the lean years of that counCharles Hayward married his wife at Glasgow,
try.
In 1S85 he sold his
Missouri, where she was born.
farm on account of ill health and in 1887 located in
Kansas City, Kansas. He operated in real estate,
but died in 1891. His widow is still living, but marAt
ried for her second husband Frank Williams.
the time of the death of Charles Hayward there
were three small children. Doctor H.ayw.ard being
the oldest. Grace is now the wife of George McCarten, a grocer at Nineteenth and Central streets in
Kansas City, Kansas; Harry is a photographer connected with the Kennedy studio.
Doctor Hayward was six years old when his father
He attended the public schools of Kansas
died.
City, Kansas, but at the age of nine began earning
He worked as dishwasher
his own way in the world.
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in a restaurant and whenever possible lie attended
Those three years were
school from lS9u to 1898.
restaurant work from dishspent in various kinds of

washer and cook to cashier. He next was paid wages
of $1.50 a week for his services after school hours
While attending high school
in a queensware store.
he carried a paper route for the Kansas City Star.
His earnings from this route were not only sufficierit
to maintain him while in high school but also while
a student in the University Medical College of KanWhile in medical school he was
sas City, Missouri.
also employed as night doctor of the Emergency HosIn 1909 he graduated M. D. and the
pital service.
same year passed the State Board of Medical Kxaminers of Kansas.
On December 2.5, Christmas Day, 1909, Doctor Hayward married Miss Cornelia Andrews, daughter of
Her father has long been well known
J. V. Andrews.
in banking and real estate circles in Kansas City,
To their marriage have been born two
Kansas.
children: Mary Dorothy, now four years of age; and

Evelyn Gertrude, aged two.
Doctor Hayward is a republican, has been interested in political affairs and especially in any matHe is
ters relating to the good of his community.
a member of Robert E. Sherman Lodge of Masons
in Kansas City, Kansas, and also belongs to the

Rite. He
thirty-second degree of Scottish
with the Modern Woodmen of America, the Court of
Honor and is physician for the local Aerie of the
Fraternal Order of Eagles. He also belongs to the
line of
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In the
his profession he is a member of the Wyandotte
SoCounty Medical Society and the State Medical
He is also
ciety and is a member of the Union Club.
is affiliated

coroner of Wyandotte County, Kansas.

Keith Evans Cox is a Kansas newspaper man with
wide experience and ability, and is now editor and
in Sedgwick
proprietor of the Cheney Sentinel,
County.

has
Apart from his own work and the influence he
exercised in journalism, much interest attaches to his
name because of his honored father and mother, both
of whom were prominent in the early days of Kansas.
His father was the late William Edgar Cox.
Kentuckian by birth, he first came out to Kansas
from Frankfort in 1859. He remained only a short
time, and on returning to Kentucky during the Civil
war period gave offense because of his pronounced
Union sentiments to his father, who was a wealthy
William E. Cox again
planter and slave liolder.
came to Kansas in 1871, and in 1872 located at Wellington. He was a strong and active opponent of the
He had
liquor interests, and a devout Methodist.
studied law during his early career and for many
years served as justice of the peace. He was one of
the most highly esteemed citizens of Wellington,
where he died June 8, 1902, at the age of sixty.
On March 17, 1875, William E. Cox married Mary

A

Evans. They were married at Wellington, where
Mrs. Cox still resides- with her two daughters. She
was the mother of five cliildren, four of whom are
still living.
Mrs. Mary E. Cox performed a service
worth mentioning in any history of Kansas in settling u]) the Home Valley District near Belle Plaine,
Kansas. She personally induced some twenty-five
or thirty families to locate there. That was in the
spring of 1872. She was also one of the first primary

teacher in Sumner County, and conducted the first
millinery store at Belle Plaine in Sumner County.
Her father, Elijah Evans, came from Iowa and took
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up a homestead at Independence in 1871, but later
moved to Wellington, where for many years he held
office of probate judge.
Keith Evans Cox was born at Wellington, KanAfter attending the public
sas, August 28, 1880.
schools of his native town, he started to learn the
printer 's trade in the office of the old People 's Voice
For the past eleven years he has
at Wellington.
been an active factor in Kansas newspaper life. In
September, 1905, he leased the Monitor at LeenardThe
ville, Kansas, a paper he published two years.
following year was spent as manager of the Kiowa
Journal. For another year he was proprietor of the
Wellington Daily Mail, and after selling out his interests there was special railroad and sporting cor-

the

respondent for the Newton Kansan for two years.
From August, 1911, until July, 1913, he edited the
Eldorado Republican. At the latter date he bought
the Cheney Sentinel from L. A. McCaffree.

The Cheney Sentinel was established February

27,

the year following the organization of the
town. It was first known as the Herald with George
W. Brown as editor. Later the name was changed
to the Blade, then back to Herald, and finally became the Sentinel. Mr. Cox is making it one of the
1884,

brightest and newsiest country papers in Sedgwick

County.
Fraternally he

On March

of Wellington.

was born

a Mason and Modern Woodman.
he married Olive Lulu Anderson
Their daughter, Harriet Ammazette,
is

12, 1910,

May

13, 1913.

James J. Corkill, general superintendent of the
Beatrice Creamery Company of Topeka, has spent
most of his life in Kansas, and besides his present
business connections he has a record of honorable
service as a soldier, having been a member of the
famous Twentieth Kansas Regiment in the Philippines, and afterwards serving two years with the
Thirty-sixth Infantry in those islands.
He was born on the Isle of Man, England, in
1877, but came to America in 1889. His parents were
William and Matilda (Kneale) Corkill. His maternal grandfather was J. H. Kneale, whose family
were English and came out of Lancashire. William
and Matilda Corkill s]ient their last years in Kansas
and the former died in 1914 and the latter in 1912
at Topeka. William Corkill was a man of high moral
He and his
character, and an exemplary citizen.
wife were the parents of five daughters and three
sons: William H., Catherine Matilda, Charles Frederick, Eleanor E., Alice Rebecca, Edith Arabelle,
Emily Anna and .Tames J. William H. is a contractor
and builder at (Cleveland, Ohio. Catherine is the
wife of Howard Griggs, a prosperous farmer at
Maple Hill, Kansas. Federick for the past nine
years has been connected with the Beatrice Creamery Company and resides at 119 Tyler Street. Alice
is Mrs. W. E. Johnston, whose husband for a number
of years

was a stone contractor

at

Dover

in

Shawnee

County, but is now a contractor at Stewart, Florida.
Eleanor E. is the wife of John T. Barnes, a farmer
in Arkansas.
Emily is the widow of Jlr. .Tames A
May and resides with her brother Frederick in
Edith is the wife of John T. Reed, their
Tojieka.
home being at Jacksonville, Florida.
.Tames J. Corkill had his early advantages in the
He came to
public schools of the Isle of Man.
this country at the age of twelve years and went
to live temporarily with his uncle and aunt, .lohn
and Elizabeth Corkill at Dover in Shawnee County,
Kansas, his parents later purchasing farm property
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Ho continued his eJueation at Dover,
afterwards entered the Topeka High School, and
from there became a student of Baker University.
His lirst experience after complctinp; his education was in the freight department of the Santa Fe
Railway.
In the spring of 1808 Mr. Corkill enlisted and
became a member of the Twentieth Kansas Regiment, recruited under Col. Fred Funston. In the
summer of that year his regiment embarked from
San Francisco for the Philippines, and Mr. Corkill
was soon ])romoted to sergeant of Company E. The
record of the Twentieth Kansas in the Philippines
is thoroughly familiar to Kansas
people. Mr. Corkill
fought in the first im]iortant engagement in which
the regiment \v!is employed, at Caloocan in the Island
of Luzon, and participated in various skirmishes,
later in tlie battle of Calumpit, following whieli
there was almost continuous skirmishing until they
captured the insurgent capital of Malolos, and ended
the campaign by taking San Fernando. After fifteen
months of almost continuous fighting the Twentieth
Kansas returned to the United States. In the
meantime James Corkill obtained his honorable discharge from the regiment while in Luzon, and enlisted in the Thirty-sixth Regiment of Infantry commanded by Colonel Bell, now General Bell. Thus
Mr. Corkill had two years of further experience
against the Philippine insurgents and in guard duty
before he was given his honorable discharge anil
permitted to return to the United States.
In 1903 he entered the service of the Continental
Creamery Company of Topeka. Reference to this
at Dover.

great

organization

is

made

elsewhere.

Showing

and responsibility Mr. Corkill was promoted
from time to time until 1908, when he became general superintendent of the greatest
creamery plant
in the world. The Beatrice Creamery
Company has
ability

shipped at a single time as much as a train load
of butter by express. It has had contracts to
supply practically the entire United States Navy with
butter. Mr. Corkill says that the Beatrice
Creamery
Company products are now used daily on every continent in the world, and shipments go from the
various plants to fully one half the countries of the
earth, either directly or indirectly.
Mr. Corkill was married in 1908 to

Miss Jessie B.

The Klein family were pioneers in Coffev
County, Kansas, where they settled more than half
a century ago. Their original home was in
Scranton,
Pennsylvania. Mrs. Corkill 's father was George A.
Klein, who when a young man made a trip to Colorado and on returning while in Western Kansas
was stricken with the fever and died. The Kleins
are well and favorably known in Coffey
County.
Klein.

David Fkiedley Carson, a prominent member of
the Kansas City, Kansas, bar, is a native of Kansas
and his people went through all the
harrowing experiences of homesteading and
making a living out of
the land during the years when Kansas was

plagued
by grasshoppers, droughts and mortgages.
Mr. Carson was born on a farm near Urbana in
Neosho County June 7, 1875. He was the third of
seven children, four of whom are still
His
living.
parents, William and Anna M. (Friedlev) Carson,
were both born in Bedford County, Indiana, where
their respective parents were
early settlers. William
Carson's brother, George W., was a colonel in the
Union army during the Civil war, while on the maternal side of the family Madison Friedlev was a

captain in the Union army. William Carson learned
the trade of blacksmith, while his wife became a
teacher.
Both of them grew U]) in Bedford, Indiana,
where they married, and in 1869 they started west
to find a new home in the State of Kansas. All their
worldly goods were in a wagon and they traveled in
company with two other young couples. They had
hope and ambition and energy, but practically no capital when they reached Kansas.
They knew no one
in the state and they started out as
"strangers in a
land.
William
Carson
took up a homestead
strange
of 160 acres, and broke the land with oxen and
horses.
It required six weeks to make the
trip from
Indiana to Kansas. The first home of the
family in
Kansas was a two room house built of clapboards
stood on end, and the structure was
very loosely put
together, admitting large quantities of water during
a heavy rainstorm. William Carson was a man
among
men, was interested in everytliing for the benefit of
the community, was an advocate of
good schools and
roads, served on the school board, and was absolutely
trusted for his uprightness and integrity. He had no
ambition for wealth, never speculated, and consequently accumulated more of the esteem of his fellow
citizens than he did of material
possessions. He cared
more for the maintenance of a good home for his
and
the
family
affording to his children of good
opportunities for education and culture.
Ho helped
move the first house into Clianute, which was then
known as New Chicago, and has seen that village
grow to a \'illage of 10,000 people. He and his wife
now live retired at Clianute. His wife is a very
devout member of the Christian or Disciples Cliurch.
William Carson has always been a republican, has
served as a member of the Central Committee, but has
never sought office.
He has filled various chairs in
his lodge of Masons.
David F. Carson had a district school education and
as a young man taught in his home district.
While
teaching and working on a farm he paid his way
tlie
State
Normal School at Emporia, and
through
after graduating there in 1901 he went to the
Philipand
a
pines
spent
year as a Government teacher on
those islands.
In the meantime he had definitely
determined to become a lawyer, and on returning to
this country he entered the
University of Michigan
law school at Ann Arbor, where he was graduated in
190.5.
He was admitted to the bar of Michigan in
1905, but being without funds on graduating he was
unable to return to Kansas at once, and he
put in a
short time writing life insurance. He also worked on
railway construction on the Junction City Division
of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad. He
finally
located at Kansas City, Kansas, and in ten years has
built up a substantial law
His offices are
clientage.
in the Stuhbs Building.
At the outbreak of the Spanish-American war Mr.
Carson enlisted in Company
of the Twentv-secorid
Kansas Infantry. This regiment was sent to
Camp
Alger, but in November he was mustered out without
having seen active field .service.
Mr. Carson was

H

'

married September 29, 1909, to Daisy Ott of Green-

wood County, Kansas. Mrs. Carson is of German
ancestry.
They have one child, David William.
Mr. Carson

is a republican and has served as eh.airof the County Central Committee of
Wyandotte
He is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite
County.
Mason, belongs to the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and has membership in various insurance
societies.
His wife takes a very active part in the
work of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
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Frank William Davis. One of the best known
among the real estate and insurance men of Fort
is Frank William Davis, -who, still a young
has already gained an enviable position in
business circles.
A peculiar and particular genius
is necessary to the man who would acquire success
The business
in the real estate and insurance field.
is identical with no other, and many men who have
risen to prominence in other lines liave scored naught
but failures when they have entered this field. Mr.
Davis, however, possesses the qualities of acumen,
a pleasing personality and a knowledge of human
nature, and tliese, combined with business sagacity
and tireless energy have made his position secure.
Mr. Davis was born at Fort Scott, Kansas, October 17, 1881, and is a son of Samuel Sturges and
His father was born
Elizabeth M. (Hayes) Davis.
at Providence, Rhode Island, in 1842, a son of Samuel Davis, a prominent woolen manufacturer of that
Samuel S. Davis received a college education,
city.
and at the outbreak of the Civil war, when he was
nineteen years of age, left college to enlist in a
Ehode Island regiment of volunteer infantry, with
which he served during the entire period of the
He participated in numerous heavy enstruggle.
gagements and came through witliout a wound, but
while on a forced march contracted white swelling of
the knee-cap, and for a time was invalided home.
When lie liad received his honorable discharge and
was mustered out of the service, he decided to try
his fortune in sheepraising in Kansas, and accordingly came to Bourbon County and homesteaded
land.
He engaged in farming and stockraising on
the first claim filed on Rock Creek, entering enthusiAlthough he put the best
astically into his work.
of his energy and effort into an endeavor to win
success in this field, he was not fitted for the vocation of farming, and after the wolves had destroyed
his flocks and he had met with a number of other
Mr.
reverses, he decided to enter a different field.
Davis was a natural scholar and a great reader, and
determined to seek a business that would at the
same time make use of his talents and prove congenial. Finally he decided upon an enterprise which
he felt would succeed, and accordingly came to Fort
Scott, where he opened the first bookstore in the
history of the city and established the first circulatHis knowledge of books and authors
ing library.
proved a valuable asset, and he soon found his business upon a paying basis.
Through his circulating
library, many families of modest means were able
to secure the works of the world's best authors, who
otherwise would have been unable to do so. At the
cost of a few cents they were allowed to rent books,
to be returned within a reasonable time, and thus
many people became familiar with the work of
For
Dickens, Cooper and tlie other great writers.
the greater part the people during an early day in
Fort Scott were in modest means and books were a
During
luxury that they could not afford to buy.
the many years that Mr. Davis continued in the
business he gained an acquaintance that extended all
over the city and even into the surrounding countryside, and all who knew him respected and esteemed
him as a kindly, gentle man, generous in heart and
always ready to overlook the delinquencies of the
unfortunate. He never lost his own love for books,
and during his lifetime collected a large and attractive library, which covered a comprehensive number
of subjects.
When Mr. Davis finally disposed of his book business, it was to accept a position as bookkeeper with

Scott,

man,
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a Fort Scott banking house, with which he continued
to be connected for some years, until tlie bank retired
from business. He was appointed city clerk, a position whieli he held for fifteen years, and, although
•he was a stanch republican, his worth was so appreciated that he was twice appointed by a democratic
mayor. Wlien the office became an elective one, he
was chosen by the vote of the people at two elections,
and was still iu harness, at the close of his second

when his death occurred April 19, 1899, he
being then fifty-seven years of age. Mr. Davis was
a great friend of education and did all in his power
to better school conditions.
He was a member of
the Knights of Pythias, and his religious connection
was with the Episcopal Church. Mrs. Davis was born
in 185-5, in Polk County, Tennessee, and was brought
to Bourbon County, Kansas, when her people refugeed
here during the Civil war.
She stUl resides at the
In her early years Mrs.
old home at Fort Scott.
Davis was a member of the Baptist Church, but in
recent years has adopted the faith of the Christian
Scientists.
There were four children in the family,
as follows
Percy, traveling representative for the
term,

:

Belknap

Hardware Company,

with

of

Louisville,

Ken-

at

Muskogee, Oklahoma,
who married Cora A. Browning; Frank W. Lina M.,
who is the wife of Harry H. Hill, of Muskogee,
Oklahoma; and Alfred W., connected with the Wells
Fargo Express Company, at Kansas City, Missouri,
who married Miss Elliott, and has one son, Frank.
Frank W. Davis was educated in the public schools
of Fort Scott, being graduated with the class of
1899, and at that time became a telegraph operator
for the Fort Scott & Memphis Railroad. After serving for four years in the Fort Scott office, he resigned to accept the position of ticket agent for the
Frisco Railroad, and held this position for ten years,
being then transferred to Joplin, Missouri, and made
After two
city passenger agent for the same line.
years the office was abolished, and, the road going
into the hands of a receiver, Mr. Davis returned to
Fort ,Scott, and September 1, 1914, bought the
insurance agency of Turley & Watkins, which contucky,

lieadquarters

;

represented twenty-four leading fire insurance
Subsequently Mr. Davis was appointed
companies.
district manager for the Sunflower State Life Insurance Company, in charge of the counties of Bourbon, Linn, Miami and Anderson, with a number of
He now carries on a
agents under his supervision.
large business in insurance, real estate and loans,
and through his own efforts has made his agency
one of the leading factors in the realty and insurance field of Fort Scott, while his operations extend
On April 1, 1914,
all over Southeastern Kansas.
Mr. Davis was appointed city treasurer of Fort
He is prominent also in
Scott by Mayor Hesser.
fraternal circles, being district deputy grand master
of the Masonic lodge and past master of Rising Sun
Lodge No. 8, and also belongs to the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, the Loyal Order of Moose
cern

and the Home Builders.
Mr. Davis was married June 7, 1909, at Fort Scott,
to Miss Lulu May Finley, of this city, daughter of
Charles H. and Hilda M. (Peterson) Finley.
They
have two children
Mary Elizabeth, born April 5,
1914; and Frances, born May 1, 1916. Mrs. Davis
is active in the work of the Episcopal Church and its
societies and charities.
:

Thojias Coleman Truman. Among those sterling
who have been prominent and influential in
connection with the civic and business affairs of
citizens

.

KAJ^SAS

1834

AND KANSANS

Montgomery County and who are today

to be desigpioneers of the county a
be given to Mr. Truman,
place
who has maintained his home at Independence, the
county seat, for more than forty years and who is
HOW living in well earned retirement a man who has
been in the most significant sense the architect of his
own fortunes, as he became dependent upon his own
resources when but twelve years of age.
Thomas Coleman Truman was born at I'arkersburg,
Wood County, West Virginia, on the 21st of September, 1844, and is a son of Absalom and Serena (Dils)
Truman, both likewise natives of West Virginia and
both born in the year 1812, at \vliich time that commonwealth was still a part of the Old Dominion
Absalom Truman was born in
State of Virginia.
what is now Calhoun County, West Virginia, and his
He was a son of
wife was born in Wood County.

nated

as

representative
must consistently

—

Thomas Truman, who emigrated to America from
England and who became a farmer in what is now
Caldwell

County,

West

Virginia,

where

his

death

Absalom Truman devoted his entire active
agricultural pursuits and was a resident of
Wood County, West Virginia, at the time of his
death, in 1888, his wife having passed away in the
preceding year and both having been members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the while
he was found aligned as a staunch supporter of the
Of the children
jjrinciples of the democratic party.
the eldest is Klizabeth, who resides at Independence,
Kansas, and who is the widow of Henrv Woodruff,
her husband having been a prosperous farmer and
merchant of Montgomery County; Thomas C, subject of this review, was the ne.xt child; Henry is a
retired sand and coal merchant and resides at MoundsElmira is the wife of Elihu
ville, West Virginia;
Lanham and they reside at Parkersburg, West Virginia, as does also Francis Marion, who is the youngest of the children and who is there actively identified
with the lumber business.
The early eihuational advantages of Thomas ('.
Truman were limite<l.
He attended the common
schools of his native state in an intermittent way and
when but twelve years of age he began to shift for
himself.
About the close of the Civil war he became concerned with the lumber industry at Parkersburg, and in the spring of 1868, as a young man of
twenty-three years, he came to Kansas and numbered
himself among the pioneers of Wyan<]otto County,
where he remained four years ami where he was
occurred.

life

to

with farming and lumbering enterprise.
then removed to Montgomery County and took uj)
a homestead claim of 160 acres, on which he lived
until 1871, when he sold the property, after having
reclaimed a considerable part of the land to cultivation and made various im]irovements on the })roi)crty.
After selling his farm Mr. Truman removed to Independence where he p\irchaseil a small brewery which
had here been established. He sold this a short time
later anil thereafter he here conducted a jirosperous
wholesale ami retail ice business until February, 1916,
when he retired from active business.
With the
growth and civic expansion of Independence the ice
business of Mr. Truman kejit full pace, and eventually
he controlled three ice jdants, which turned out ail
adequate production of artificial ice an<l also made
The last of these ice
provision for cold storage.
plants to be erected was the modern establishment
built and equipped by the Cole Truman Ice & Cold
Storage Company, and this plant, eligibly situated
near the Missouri Pacific Railroad tracks, has a
capacity of fifty tons of ice. With a desire to meet
identified

He

the ever increasing denumds
business Mr. Truman effected,
ganization and incorporation of the
ic
Cold Storage Company, and of

placed upon his
1904, the orCole Truman Ice
this he was the
president and general manager until the time of his
retirement from active business.
He has made judicious investments in local real estate, and in addition
to his own home, at 201 North Second Street, he is
the o»vner of three other improved residence properties in the city, as well as a tract of valuable land
along the river and just at the edge of the city.
Mr. Truman has not only found in Kansas ample
op[>ortunitie3 for the winning of large and worthy
material jirosperity but has also shown himself a loyal
fully

ice

in

and jirogressive citizen. He is a republican in i)olitics and while he has had no political ambition his
civic loyalty caiised him to give most effective service
as a member of the City Council of Independence, an
"ftii'e of which he was the incumbent for a
period of

fourteen years.
He is affiliated with the local blue
lodge and chapter, as well as St. Bernard Commandery. Knights Templar, of the time-honored Masonic fraternity, and has further extended his affiliation to Abdullali Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Leavenworth.
In
his home city he holds membership also in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, the Fraternal Order of
Kagles, and is a charter member of the Independence
Lodge of the Grand Army of the Republic.
L'ntil this juncture has been withheld record concerning the gallant service given by Mr. Truman as a
I'nion soldier in the Civil war.
In 1861 he enlisted
as a member of Coni|iany K, Second West Virginia
Volunteer Infantry, and he continued in active service
for a numl)er of months after the definite close of the
war, being finally mustered out and given an honorable discharge in 1866, his service after the final surrender of Generals Lee an<l .Johnston having been on
the plains of the West. He particijiateil in the memorable Valley campaign in Virginia, under General
Sheridan, and was in the brigade commanded by
General Milroy.
At New Creek, West Virginia, he
W.1S captured by the enemy, and after he had been
confined for a time in historic old Libby Prison his
exchange was effected and he rejoined his regiment.
At Parkersburg, West Virginia, in 1867, Mr. Trum:in wedded Miss Elizabeth A. Dewey, and she ilied
at Independence, K;nisas, in 188:i, leaving no children.
In 1S86 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Truman
to Miss Columbia A. Burke, the marriage
ceremony
having been |ierfornied at Neodesha, Wilson County.
Mrs. Truman's parents, William anil Sarah Burke,
long maintained their home at Parkersburg, West
Virginia, her father having been a carpenter by trade,
but having eventually engaged in the drv-goods business.
Mrs. Truman" died April 2i), 191.").
Mr. and
Mrs. Truman had no children of their own but their
ailojited son, H. H. (Crane
Truman, is now successfully engaged in business at Independence, where
he has a factory for the bottling of carbonated bevsoft drinks.
erages, commonly designated as
i

' '

'

'

IKDEPEXDENCE D.MI.Y Repokter. One of the oldest
successful daily newspapers in Southern Kansas is
the Independence Daily Reporter, which has
recently
completed the thirty-fifth year of its existence.
In ISSl Indejiendence was a small town, the official
.-ind market center for a
thrifty surrounding counOil and gas had not yet
try entirely agricultural.
been developed, and had not been dreamed of. Two
.•ittempts had already been made to establish daily
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On September 12, 1881,
out
Harper and Samuel Wassam brought
the first issue of the Daily Reporter. It was printed
The two publishers did
in the office of the Kansan.
all the work on this paper, even to delivering the
papers,

Ralph

but had failed.

C.

It is interesting to recall
copies after midnight.
the fact the first important story in its columns was
a rejjort of the death of President James A. Garfield.
In a short time the publishers bought the plant of
an old publication known as the Living Age, and in
January, 1882, the Reporter was published in its

own home.
The Reporter had

to meet various financial oband vicissitudes. In 1882 one of the founders
Mr. Wassam retired and R. E. Harper, assisted by
his wife and son, carried on the paper with great

stacles

difficulty until

the

summer

of 18S.5.

It

was then

bought by T. N. Sickles, who was its editor and publisher for eighteen years.
During those years the
Reporter maintained no job department, and while
it steadily prospered in good times and bad, it was
an interesting exception to the general rule that a
small daily paper could not exist without such a supplement to its business. During those years the
Reporter was issued some times as a morning paper
and sometimes as an afternoon paper, but finally the
custom became permanent of jiublishing it in the
afternoon. Mr. Sickles remained proprietor and editor of the Reporter from 188.5 until February, 1904,
with the exception of the years 1891-9.3, when he was
connected with the United States pension agency at
Topeka, though the paper was published by his son,
Walter S. Sickles in the meantime.
The next ovvners of the Reporter were S. P.
DeWolf and Allison M. Oliphant, both of whom
came from Northwestern Ohio and from the great oil
Kansas was then in the midst
fields of that state.
of an oil boom, and Independence was the meeea of
thousands of oil men. No local newspaper attempted
to give the news of the oil field, though that by all
means was the most important material for journalistic enterprise. H. G. James volunteered to furnish the Reporter news of the oil business, being allowed $10 a week for expenses. After six months
he bought the paper from the owners, and took
charge as owner and editor September 1, 1904. He
continued to specialize in oil news and made the
Reporter the standard autlioritj' in the Mid-continent
oil field.
The Reporter originated the name "Midcontinent" for this great oil district.
On April 1, 191.3, the Daily Reporter was bought
by Clyde H. Knox, who has continued its editor and
publisher to the present time. During the thirtyfive years the Reporter has kept its mechanical
i'i|uipment up to the standards of improvement, and
now has a large and handsome plant with all the
It
facilities for the publication of a daily paper.
is distinctively a home paper, though it also covers
the important news over a large territory in Southern Kansas, and among many hundreds of its readers
is the only source of current news, whether local or
foreign. It is a high class newspaper, has the prestige of age and influence, and is one of the oldest
daily publications in the state.

Mrs. Kate M. Dillet.

The able and honored proDillcy Sanitarium, in the City of
Wichita, has proved herself one of the vigorous and
resourceful business women of the Sunflower State
and by the establishing and maintaining of her excellent sanitarium she has made a noble contribu
prietor

of the

1835

tion to the list of valuable medical institutions in

the City of Wichita.
Mrs. Dilley was born in Manchester, England.
When she was a child of two years her jiarents removed to Cajie Town, South Africa, and in that far
distant lanil Mrs. Dilley passed the period of her
girlhood and early youth. She profited duly by the
advantages affonled in the excellent schools of Cape
Town and finally entered Union College at that place,
an institution in which she was graduated as a member of the class of 189.5. She next entered Clareniont Sanitarium, a splendidly equipped insti'ution
at Claremont, South Africa, and in the same she was
graduated as a trained nurse, in the year 1898. In
the following year she was graduated as a midwife,
In the year
in the Free Dispensary at Cape Town.
that marked her graduation in Claremont Sanitarium
she opened a Turkish bath establishment at Cape
Town, and this she conducted with marked success
In 1901 was solemnized
for the ensuing ten years.
her marriage, at Cape Town, to O. D. Dilley, an
American missionary nurse, and the three chi'dren
of this union, all born at Cape Town, are Almira,
Harlan and Aileen.
In 1908, accompanied by her children, Mrs. Dilley
loft South Africa and came to the United States.
Within a short time after her arrival in America
she came to Wichita and established the Dilley
Sanitarium, which she has since successfully eonducted along the general lines that mark the hygienic and definite technical system of trea'ment
that have given international fame to the celebrated
Battle Creek Sanitarium, at Battle Creek, Michigan. Mrs. Dilley is a woman of high professional
attainments and much executive ab'lity, so that the
success of her enterprise at Wichita has been a
natural result. Her sanitarium is eligibly situated
at 111 South St. Francis Avenue.

E.\RLY

Written Poindexter.

On January

8, 18.54,

there was born on a farm in Maitin County, Indiana,
near the village with the euphonious name of
Loogootee, a boy whose destiny soon took him away
from his father's fields and livestock and in 1885
lirought him to Kansas, where now for more than
tiiirty years he has been general agent for Kansas
of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Con.pany.
He is recognized as one of the ablest life insurance
men of the country. He is one of the leaders in the
force of men who are regarded as the most aggressive
in any line of business and whose work in the aggregate has been a factor in making the Northwestern
Mutual one of the strongest comjianies in the counMr. Poinrlexter took to life insurance with a
try.
readiness aaid with results that indicated that his
talents were not misapplied and as a result of hard
and intelligent work and upright methods of doing
business has found a success in that field beyond
what he might have expected in any profession or
other commercial line of endeavor.
An eminent American authority has declared that
the finest and most \-irile qualities of American
people have been preserved in the mountain districts
of Eastern Tennessee and Kentuckv.
It was in
Eastern Tennessee that Mr. Poindexter 's parents
were both born, and the respective families probably
His parents
Tiad lived there for several generations.
were Christian and Lourinda (Keck) Poindexter.
From the mountains of Tennessee they emigrated to
Indiana, and the father acquired 320 acres of land
which he devoted to general farming, and he was
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also a raiser of pedigreed sheep and hogs.
He
a man of no little influence in his locality.

was

He

became a republican with the formation of that
party, served several terms as county commissioner,
and did all in his power to promote the upbuilding
of churches and schools.
He and his wife had a
Five of them died
family of seventeen children.
in infancy, and ten are now living.

The second

W.

in

age among

this large family,

office of Great Sachem in the Red Men, has been
Grand Patron of the Grand Chapter of the Eastern
Star, and is Past Grand Counselor of the United
Commercial Travelers. He and his wife are active
members of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Poindexter is a member of the Kansas City Commercial
Club and liis son Qarence is active in the Rotary

Club.

Early

Poindexter, grew up in Martin County, Indiana,
attended the common schools, spent his vacations on
his father's farm, and in 1871, at the age of sevenAfter that
teen, began teaching district school.
he taught a term or so every year until 1883.
Toward the close of this work he had a normal
school of 150 pupils at Bloomlield, Indiana.
Some
of the proceeds from his work as teacher he invested
in further education, and he was a student in the
University of Indiana at Bloomington untU he graduated in 1879.
It was in December, 1879, that Mr. Poindexter
married Miss Molly Hatfield, who was born in Greene
County, Indiana. Seven children were born to Mr.
and Mrs. Poindexter, and these children have well
justified the careful training given them by their
parents. All have had the advantages of University
as well as the city schools. Clarence H., the oldest,
attended the public schools of Topeka, graduated
from Princeton College and has since been actively
associated in the insurance business with his father,
and is also a director of the People's National Bank
In 1904 he married Miss
of Kansas City, Kansas.
Olive Gundry.
Urban H., the second son, has also
had a university training and is in business with
Marlin H. has become a competent inhis father.
surance man and is now state manager at Madison,
Wisconsin. Mildred is the wife of C. R. Miller of
E. W. Poindexter, Jr., is a
Hutchinson, Kansas.
Helen and
student in the University of Wisconsin.
Mary L. are still at home.
Mr. E. W. Poindexter had his first opportunity to
sell life insurance in 1883.
He took the local agency
of the New York Life Company, and was soon made
district agent at Vincennes, Indiana. He soon showed
his qualifications for the business and in 1885 there
came unsolicited to him an offer of a contract with
the Northwestern Mutual for the Kansas agency of
that company.
He first removed to Leavenwortli,
but in the same year went to Topeka, and had his
headquarters in that city until 1907, since which
date his home and offices have been in Kansas City,
Kansas. Topeka in 1885 was a comparatively small
town. Mr. Poindexter not only directed the work of
other agents but also was in the field himself and
traveled all over the state, every year writing a large
volume of insurance personally. Among other interests he is financially identified with the People's
National Bank of Kansas City, Kansas.
While Mr. Poindexter has always taken an active
interest in local affairs, is a student of national
problems and is a loyal republican, he has never
sought any public office. He is one of the prominent
Masons of Kansa.s. In 1901 he received the supreme
honorary thirty-third degree of the Scottish Kite at
He belongs to
Washington, District of Columbia.
the lodge and the various York Rite bodies of
Masonry at Topeka, and also the Topeka Consistory,
and is a member of the Shrine at Leavenworth. He
is pa-st eminent commander of the Knight Templar.
Mr. Poindexter is affiliated with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the
Improved Order of Red Men, has held the state

Hon. William FEBaoEEiCK Sapp. It is said that
the present democratic national committeeman from
Kansas when he came to the state in 1879 arrived
on foot.
He was young then, and not above such
strenuous exercise when the purpose involved was
search of location for the beginning of his professional career.
He soon afterward obtained admission to the bar before the District Court at Columbus, and as a lawyer and citizen has been identified
with Galena almost as long as that town has been
on the map.
The courage and independence that brought him
to Kansas and took him through the difficulties of
the early la^^•yer have brouglit Mr. Sapp far along
tlie

road to prominence and success.

He

is

undoubt-

edly one of the strongest figures in the democratic
In 1892 he was a delegate at
party of the state.
largo to the democratic national convention in Chicago, was democratic candidate in his district for
Congress in 1S94, and is now in his third successive
term as national committeeman from Kansas. His
first term ended in 1912, his second in 1916, and at
the recent national convention he was again chosen
to represent tlie Sunflower State and this term holds
over until the next general campaign in 1920.
In
1914 Mr. Sai>p was democratic candidate for the
United States Senate.

He was
.lO,

born at Grand Rapids, Michigan, August
1856, a son of Rezin, a Methodist minister, and

Margaret E. (Peyrc-Fcrry) Sapp. He is a brother
of Judge Edward E. Sapp and the ancestry of the
family is told in Judge Sapp 's sketch on other pages.
Mr. Sapp received his education in the public
schools of Grand Rapids, Coldwater and Kalamazoo,
He graduated from high school about
Michigan.
1875, and studied law in a Grand Rapids Law Office.
For the past thirty-five years he has been in practice
at Galena and is now member of the firm of Sapp &
Wilson, his offices being at the corner of Sixth and

Main streets in the Sapp Building, wljich is owned
by him. He has served as city attorney of Galena,
was a member of its school board in the early days,
and has many important property interests in and
around the city. He owns a residence at the corner
of Thirteenth and Main streets, another at Twentysecond and Main streets, has business property with a
frontage of 250 feet on Main Street, and has 500
acres of farm and mineral lands in Cherokee County.
He is a stockholder in a number of banks and is
president and owner of the BattlefieM Mining Company and president of the Empire Mining Company.
Governor .Tohn Leedy appointed him recruiting
Mr. Sapp
officer during the Spanish-American war.
is a member of tlie Cherokee County and State Bar
associations, of the Community Club at Galena, for
thirty-six years has been affiliated with the

Knights

of Pythias, of which he is past chancellor commander, is past exalted ruler of Lodge No. 677 Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and belongs to
Galena Lodge No. 195 Independent Order of Odd
Fellows,
October 29, 1885, at Quincy, Illinois, he married
Miss Mary E. Wood, daughter of Daniel and Mary

KANSAS AND KANSANS
Her mother is now deceased
a retired farmer and land owner
Her grandfather Daniel Wood was
living at Quincy.
Mr. and Mrs.
at one time governor of Illinois.
Sapp have four children. Peyre-Ferry Sapp is a
graduate of the University of Missouri at Columbia,
and has the degrees A. B. and LL. B. from Harvard
at KanUniversity, and is now a successful attorney
Marienne is a graduate of the
sas City," Missouri.
Kansas State University with the degree A. B. and
Helen Margaret at home, has also atis at home.
tended the University of Kansas.- William, who
attended the State School of Mines at Golden, California, and the Kansas School of Mines at Weir City,
is practicing his profession as a mining engineer.
(Abernethy)

"Wood.

and her father

is

The Independence Public Library during the past
ten years has succeeded in realizing to a very notable degree the best ideals of a library that it is
not merely a place for books to be preserved and collected, but has a work to do in influencing and cultivating the tastes of the community and in making
its rich contents accessible to the homes it serves.
An outgrowth of the Ladies Library Association,
the public library was opened in the new Carnegie
The building was
Building November IS, 1907.
erected at a cost of $22,500, and with grounds the
property is now valued at $?.5,000. The library is at
the corner of Maple and Fifth streets.
The present library board is composed of the
following: S. M. Nees, president; Mrs. T. H. Stanford, vice president; L. R. Spradling, secretary; Miss

—

librarian; Miss Mabelle M. Bays,
The board of directors are:
assistant librarian.
Mayor R. R. Bittman, ex-officio; S. M. Nees, Mrs.
G. C. Chaney, Mrs. A. W. Evans; Mrs. G. T. Guernsey, L. R. Spradling, Mrs. A. C. Stich, N. K. Moody,
Mrs. T. H. Stanford. The library committees are:
Books—Mrs. G. T. Guernsey, Mrs. T. H. Stanford,
Mrs. G. C. Chaney; Buildings and Grounds Mrs. A.
C. Stich, Mrs. T. H. Stanford, L. R. Spradling;
Finance L. R. Spradling, Mrs. A. W. Evans.
The librarian, Miss Anna M. Gemmell, assisted in

Anna M. Gemmell,

—

—

organizing the library and her executive management has been largely responsible for the generous
use and patronage that has been made of its collection of 10,000 books. Few libraries in a city of this
size have so well balanced a selection of books.
Miss Gemmell as librarian has done her utmost to
make the library an essential part of the general
scheme for public education at Independence, and
has constantly co-operated with the teachers in arranging reading courses and providing reference
books to accommodate the program of school studies.
During 1915 the library issued to its patrons 85,160
volumes. The number of visitors during that year
was 44,785, the number of reference books used was
50,578, and the number of visitors to the art room
was 3,S30. The art room is on the second floor of
the library building, and after the Ladies Library
Association had turned over all its collection of
books to the public library, it remained an organization for the new purpose, to establish and maintain
an art room. The association has fitted up and furnished a room on the second floor for this purpose,
and for a number of years art exhibits have been
held once or twice a year, and the commissions from
the proceeds of the sales have been invested in several excellent oil paintings. During the lifetime of
the late A. C. Stich, he and his wife donated three
fine paintings to the art room.
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Miss Gemmell, ably seconded by the board of
and worked constantly to make
the library an educational center, ont only for that
normal proportion of a community 's population that
always uses such an institution, but also for the
many who ordinarily do not resort to a library either
directors, has studied

for recreation or for enlightenment.

Thus the Inde-

pendence Public Library has now become popular
not only with the school children and the clubs and
professions, but also with representatives of the
many skilled mechanical trades and with the people
in general.

Prof. Nathaniel A. Baker. In each line of endeavor, in each of the learned professions, the personality of the man of force of character is revealed. With increasing experience and added years
the forceful individual attains a broader grasp upon
his subject, and with recurrence of problems and
perplexities he is able to handle them in a manner

which affords greater satisfaction. Such perfection
is not attained in a single day nor in a single year,
but the man of parts soon finds his place and forces

way to his cherished goal. In the field of education. Prof. Nathaniel A. Baker has attained merited prominence through ability, scholarship, hard

his

and conscientious work and grasping of opportunities, and from the rank of a humble country school-

master has elevated himself to the position of city
superintendent of schools of the flourishing and
prosperous city of Cherryvale.
Professor Baker was born on a farm in Coffey
County, Kansas, January 30, 1869, and is a son of
Tim and Addie W. (Woodward) Baker, and a member of a family that emigrated from England to
the New England colony before the outbreak of the
His grandfather, Alpheus
American Revolution.
Baker, was born in Vermont, in 1794, fought as a
soldier in the War of 1812, and subsequently migrated as a pioneer to Noble County, Indiana, and
there passed the remainder of his life in farming,
He was first a whig
his death occurring in 1888.
and later a republican in politics, and while not
prominent in public life was considered one of the
strong and influential men of his community. He
w-as twice married, his second wife being the grandmother of Professor Baker. The only one of the
grandfather's children now living is one by his
second marriage, Mary, who is married and lives in
Michigan.
Tim Baker was born in Ohio, in 1833, and was a
boy wlien his parents removed to Noble County.
Indiana.
He was reared in a new country, on a
wilderness farm, and his boyhood was filled with
much hard work, but he grew to manhood a strong
and self-reliant product of the frontier. When he
was twenty-eight years of age, the Civil war came
on and he left his family and enlisted, in 1861,
in the Thirtieth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, with which he fought in various engagements until the battle of Shiloh, in which he was
wounded in the ankle. After his recovery he was
given a furlough, and on his return to the front
was made a captain of the Twelfth Indiana Cavalry.
with which he served gallantly until the close of the
He also sustained another wound,
war, in 1865.
in a brush with bushwhackers, in Kentucky. With
his milit.ary sei'vioe completed. Captain Baker returned to iSToble County, Indiana, and resumed the
study of law, which had been interrupted by war's
demands.
He was soon admitted to the bar, but
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not long engage in jiractiee, as in 1S68 he answered the tall of the West and came to Coffey
KiO
County, Kansas, settling on a homestead of
Tliere he
ISoS.
acres," which he had iirccmpted in
passed the remainder of his active life, althoui,'h
his last few years were spent at Burlington, where
he died in lfl06. Captain Baker was a republican
and one of the strong and influential men of his
in Indiana from
localitv, serving as representative
Noble County, at the time of Governor Morton's
administration. He was a member of the Masonic
fraternity, and wherever known was highly respect
ed and esteemed. He married Addic W. Woodward,
who was born in lS:i7, in New York, and now a
resident of Kansas City, Missouri, and they became
(lid

Louman E.,
the parents of the following children:
formerly a farmer and later a machinist, and now a
resident of Lamed, Kansas; Jessie W., residing with
her mother, widow of W. E. King, who was bookStreet
kee|ier and auditor for the Metropolitan
Railway Company, of Kansas City, Missouri; Nathaniel" A., of this review; Harold, of Toronto,
Kansas, formerly a hardware merchant: Stanley, a
locomotive engineer of Chanipiugn, Illinois; and
Ernest, a veterinary surgeon of Bucklin, Kansas.
When he began to teach in the district schools of
Cofifey County, Kansas, at the age of seventeen years,
Nathaniel A. Baker was himself possessed of only
a district school education, but after two years in
the schoolroom as master he went to the Northern
Indiana Normal School at Valparaiso, where he
He
furthered his training by one year's work.
then returned to Coffey County and taught for two
ailditional terms, spent three years at Wclda and
seven years at Kincaid, both in Anderson County,
Kansas, and finally spent four years as |)rincipal of
the schools of Cedervale, Chautauqua County, During all this time he had been adding to his own
e(iuipment by constant and faithful study, and in
19US came to Chcrryvale to accept the position of
Two years later his
principal of the high school.
abilities were satisfactorily recognized by his appointment to the office of superintendent of city
schools, a capacity in which he has acted for six
In this time he has materially improved
years.
the public school system of Cherryvale, so that it
now compares favorably with those of cities of its
size any where in the country.
He has under his
supervision thirty-one teachers and 1,100 scholars,
anil has succeeded in instituting a feeling of co-operation that makes educational work run like a well
oiled machine and is capable of great results.
Professor Baker is a valued member of the Montgomery County Teachers Association and the Kansas
State Teachers Association. He is a republican and
a Presbyterian, and is well known in OddfcUowship,
being past noble graml of Cherryvale Camp No.
142, and a member of the Encam)iment at Cedarvale.
His interest in the welfare of his adopted city has
caused him to take an active part in civic affairs, and
at present he is acting in the capacity of president of
the Commercial Club, a position in which he has been
able to promulgate and carry through some civic enter])rises of considerable importance.
In 189.3, Professor Baker was married at Westphalia, Anderson County, Kansas, to Miss Frankie
Hooton, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. M. G. Hooton.
The mother of Mrs. Baker is now deceased, but the
father still survives and is engaged in the draying
Professor and Mrs. Baker
business at Westphalia.
are the parents of three children: Quin, born October

class
18, 1894, a graduate of Cherryvale High School,
of 19i:i, and now a junior in Kansas University;
Glen, born May 24, 1896, a graduate of Cherryvale
High School, class of 191.3, and now a freshman in
Kansas State University; and Miss Helen, born February 22, 1902, who is attending the Cherryvale High
The pleasant family home is located at No.
School.

817 East Main Street.

Charles M. Ball.

While every type of business

possess certain qualities to ensure success in his enterprises, those indispenable to the
banker rest along such high lines that his position
in a community is comparable to no other in imporAs a bank represents the most conservative
tance.
of all institutions, the honest banker is conservative,
thereby safeguarding the interests entrusted to his
Such bankers are invaluable protectors of the
care.
The
individual.
.public as well as of the private
steadying influence of a conservative banker has
often proved a bulwark to a business conununity
The long finanin time of real or antici|iated panic.
cial career of Charles M. Ball, president of the Conlen National Bank, at Coflfeyvillc, Kansas, has given

man must

a wide lianking ex])erience.
Charles M. Ball was born at Rochester, in Fulton
Countv, Indiana, November 2.5, 186.5, and is a son
of Aaron and Celestina Ball, the latter of whom
was born at Akron, Indiana, in 1847 and is a resiAaron Ball was born at
dent of Oswego, Kansas.
Akron, Indiana, in 1842, and died in 1895, at
He came to Kansas in 1879,
Oswego, Kansas.

him

shortly afterward became engaged in farming and
the
stockraising in Labette County, continuing until
On numerous occasions he served
close of his life.
He was a member of
in town offices at Oswego.
the Methodist Episcopal Church and a man whose
In fraternal life
deeds justified such connection.
he was identified with the Odd Fellows and the
Modern Woodmen of America. His six children are
as follows:
Flora, who became the wife of David
later
•lennings, a banker at Oswego, Kansas, and
county treasurer; Charles M.; O. W., who is in a
real estate and insurance business at Oswego; Edward

C, who is a farmer and fruit grower in Arkansas;
Ora J., who is a merchant in Webb City, Missouri;
and R. M., who is a merchant in Alberquerque,

New

Mexico.
Charles M.

attended the public schools of
being graduated from the high
school in 1885, in the same year attending a busiMr. Ball's
ness college at Poughkeepsie, New York.
whole business life has been concerned with banking.
On completing his education he entered the Conlen
State Bank at Oswego as bookkeeper, shortly afterward coming to Coffeyville, and in September, 1886,
he became cashier of the Conlen National Bank. In
this ])Osition he displayed strictness, fairness and
became vice
integrity and in the course of years
of the institution and in 1913 was made

Oswego,

Ball

Kansas,

president
Undoubtedly his careful, con.scrvative
president.
course in every position of trust that he has occuhad "much to do in the building up of the
))ied, has
While paramount
large business this bank enjoys.
this has not "ijeen his only interest however, for he
is president of the Coffeyville Furniture Company,
is vice president of the Coffeyville Gas and Fuel Companv and has other investments.
In 1892, at Harrisonville, M:iine, Mr. Ball was
united in marriage with Mis? Cora O. Fall, who is
a daughter of Daniel and Sarah Fall, the former
of whom is deceased. The mother of Mrs. Ball resides
its
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Mr. and Mrs. Ball
a graduate of the
Coffeyville High School and also of National Park
Seminary, Washington, D. C, resides with her
parents; William A., who entered Manhattan College
after graduating from the city high school; and
Mr.
Charles, who is a student in the high school.
at Colorado Springs, Colorado.
have three children Helen, who
:

is

Ball and family are members of the Presbyterian
Church at Coffeyville and he is a church trustee.
In politics Mr. Ball has been a worker in the republican party for many years and has been an influential factor in the interests of harmony in many

party councils. He has filled several offices of civic
respcnsibility, serving as city treasurer for some time,
also as a very useful member of the school board

and additionally has

serve<l

on the Carnegie Library

Board.

The State of Kansas can

Hon. F. M. Benefiel.
justly lay claim to many

advantages, among these
being a general citizenshijj that is enlightened and
discriminating. It knows well how to choose its representative men, those to whom it entrusts its public
responsibilities. Occasionally a mistake may be made
l)ut when jniblic favor is shown to the same individual
year after year and under many changing political
condition.s, it is made plain that merit and not mere
popularity is at the root of such action. Among the
favorite sons of Montgomery County is F. M. Benefiel,
at present city collector in the water and light departments, Coffeyville, whose interests in the business
affairs of his conmumity have been extensive, and
whose public activities have been of such importance
as to materially affect and bring about beneficent
legislation.

the early settlers in the State of New York
They were of Scotch extraction,
seven brothers of the name coming from Scotland to
the American colonies in 1754.
In this as in many
other families, useful data, early records were not
preserved but, as the name is found in the annals of
many states, the family presumably was a prolific one
and undoubtedly possessed its national characteristics
of perseverance and thrift.
F. M. Benefiel was born in Hendricks County, InHe is a son of James B.
diana, February 24, 1862.
and Sarah (Page) Benefiel, the former of whom was
born in Putnam County, in 182.5, and died in Hamilton County, Nebraska, in 1900.
The latter was born
in Hendricks County, Indiana, in 1826. and died there
in 1867.
Of their family of ten children F. M. was
ninth in order of birth, the others being:
Martha,
who became the wife of James George and shortly
afterward they went to Washington Territory and
both died on their farm Mary, who is deceased, was
the wife of John Shepard, a farmer; Isaac O., who
is a merchant at Coffeyville;
John C, who is in
business at Coffeyville; Lina N., who is deceased,
was the wife of a Mr. Carty Peter, who was a farmer,
died in Oklahoma; Eliza, who died at the age of
eighteen years; Asbury, who died in infancy; and
Luella, who is the wife of Edward Burquin, a farmer
near Bartlett, Kansas. The father of the above family was reared in Putnam County, Indiana, removing
prior to marriage to Hendricks County and engaging
there in farming until 1884 when he settled in

Among

were the Benefiels.

;

;

Nebraska.

In his political \-iews he was a republican,
scrupulously attending to every responsibility of citiHe
zenship but never accepting any public office.
was an active member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

1839

F. M. Benefiel secured his education in Indiana,
com]deting the jniblie school course and then entering
the Central Indiana Normal School then at Ladoga
but since removed to Danville, and from that institution was graduated in the class of 188.'?.
After
teaching one term of school there he went with his
peoide to Nebraska and taught school for four years
in Clay County.
Although Mr. Benefiel returned then
to Indiana he remained but a short time in his native
state and in the fall of 1889 came to Coffeyville,
Kansas. Here he embarked in a retail and wholesale
meat business and for some fifteen years was extensively interested in the buying and shipping of cattle.
Although Mr. Benefiel so directed his business affairs that prosperity attended his efforts, it is not
because of this evidence of good judgment that he is
numbered with the representative men of this section.
He was reared to believe in the principles of the
republican party and after coming to Kansas entered more actively and heartily into politics than
In 1892 he was first elected to the State
formerly.
Legislature and continued a member of that ausust
bodv, throuR-h re-election, during the sessions of 18931895 and 1899, taking part in the making and passing
of some of the wisest ami most urgent laws of that
It was in 1891! that he secured tht passage
period.
of the educational bill, he being chairman of the
committee on education. It is recalled that a stormy
controversy arose between the republicans and populists during this session, legislation being carried
on for four days behind barricaded doors, the trouble
la-ting for six weeks when the republicans gained
their point through a decision by the Supreme Court.
Mr. Benefiel was ioint author, with President Taylor
of the Emporia Normal School and President Ouail,

of Baker University, of the bill to regulate colleges
by putt'ng them on the same plane as the state
In 1899 he was
university, which bill became a law.
the author of the anti-bucket shop bill, jirohibiting
gamblins in stocks and futures, and in that year he
was speaker of the House, pro tem. In 1896 he was
on the state ticket, which met defeat as a ticket, for
His whole career in the Legispresidential elector.
lature was marked with earnest public spirit, honesty
of purpose and personal efficiency.
Mr. Benefiel was married in 188."!, at Crawfordsville,
Indiana, to Miss Lula Hillis, who is a daughter of
Samuel H. and Alma Hillis, both now deceased. Mr.
Hillis was a carpenter contractor.
Mr. and Mrs.
Benefiel have a family of six children:
Elsie, who is
the wife of W'illiam Wilkins, a painter and decorator
at Coffeyville; Samuel R., who is city salesman at
Kansas City, Missouri, for the Cudahy Packing Company; James H., who resides with his parents, is an
instructor in the high school at Aetna, Kansas; Lelan,
who lives at home, is employed with the Carey Commission Company; Alice, who is a graduate of the
Coffeyville High School in the ela-ss of 1916; and
Frances, who attenils the public school in this city.
Mr. Benefiel owns city real estate of value among
which is included the family residence at No. 5

East Third Street.
Since 1899 Mr. Benefiel has been president of the
board of education, and during 1915 was )>resident of
In 1911 he
the Coffeyville Chamber of Commerce.
was appointed collector in the city's water and light
In
department and has offices in the city hall.
fraternal life he is p.articularly interested in the
Masons, belonging to Key.stone Lodge No. 102, Free
and Accepted Masons, and the Knights of Pythias,
being a member of Verdegris Lodge No. 89, locally.
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He is serving as chancellor commander and for manyyears has been a member of the grand lodge and has
recently been re-appointed chairman of the state committee.

George L. Banks.

A

sterling pioneer and citizen
living virtually retired in the City of
Independence, Mr. B.iuks is specially entitled to
recognition in tliis history. He was one of the early

who

is

now

settlers of Montgomery County and lias contributed
his full quota to its civic and industrial development
and progress, and he was long oue of the prominent
and influential exponents of agricultural industry in
this section of the state.
High honors also are his
for the valiant service which he gave as a soldier of
the Union in the Civil war.

Mr. Banks was born in Lake County, Indiana,
October 13, 1S39. His father, Orin Banks, was born
in the State of New York, in 1800, and was there
reared to manhood, his marriage having been solemnized in Schoharie County, that state.
His entire
active career was one of close association with the
basic industry of agriculture and he was one of the
pioneer farmers of LaPorte County, Indiana, where
he established his home in 1845. In about 1850 ho
removed to Lake County, Indiana, where he died in
1856.
He was a supporter of the democratic party
until the organization of the republican
party, when
he transferred his allegiance to the latter.
He was
influential in community affairs and was called
upon
to serve in various township offices.
Both he and
his wife were devout members of the Baptist Church,
in which he served as a deacon.
Mrs. Banks, whose

maiden name was Olive Brown, was bom in Schoharie
County, New York, in 1803, and thus she was eighty-

three years old at the time of her death, in 1891, she
having been at the time oue of the most venerable
Of the
pioneer women of Lake County, Indiana.
children 'the eldest was Betsey, who became the wife
of Major Atkins, and who died in Lake
County,
Indiana, in 1866, her husband having long sur\-ived
her and having been a farmer and capitalist of influence.
Charles W., a lawyer by profession, died ir
1907, in Chambers County, Texas. Morgan, a farmer
and merchant, died in McPherson County, Kansas, in
1890.
Elisha, who likewise became a representative
farmer in McPherson County, died in 1906.
Parley
A. is a retired farmer and resides at Crown
Point,
Lake County, Indiana. Mary C. first married Balsar
Keith, a farmer, near Union Mills, Indiana, and
after his death she became the wife of Simon
White,
likewise a prosperous farmer of LaPorte
County,
Indiana. He likewise is deceased and his widow now
resides at LaPorte, that county.
William A., who
died at LaPorte, Indiana, in
1903, had served six
years as postmaster of that city and had been a
leading importer of live stock in that section of the
Hoosier state.
George L., of this review, was the
next in order of birth. The next two children were
sons, both of whom died in infancv.
Nathaniel P.
is president of a bank at
Ilobart, Lake County, Indiana. Sarah Lavina is the wife of W. B.
Adams, and
they reside at Bearing, Montgomery County, Kansas,
where Mr. Adams is vice president of a
institution.

banking

George L. Banks acquired his early education in
the common schools of Lake and LaPorte
counties,
Indiana, and he continued to be associated with his
father's farming operations until he had attained to
the age of seventeen years.
In the autumn of the
year in which he reached this age he went to Min-

nesota and found employment in a pioneer sawmill at
St. Anthony, the nucleus of the present great
City of
The next year, 1857, found him emMinneapolis.
ployed in the lumber woods in the wilds of Northern
Michigan, and he then returned to the old homestead
In Lake County, Indiana, he did a large
farm.
amount of contract work in the digging of drainage
ditches and for one year there he clerke(l in a grocery
store, and afterward was a clerk in a dry-good's
store.
He finally resumed farming in his native
county and was thus engaged at the outbreak of the
Civil war.
On the 6th of June, 1861, in response to
President Lincoln's first call for volunteers, Mr.
Banks enlisted as a private in Company C, Fifteenth
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, with which gallant command he proceeded to West Virginia and took part
in the engagements at Grcenbriar and Elkwater.
Later he was a participant in the memorable battles
of Shiloh, Perryville, Murfreesboro,
Chickamauga and
Chattanooga. In the battle of Chattanooga he was
thrice wounded but his injuries were not serious and
he was incapacitated for a few weeks only.
Mr.
Banks was color sergeant of his regiment in the
storming of Missionary Kidge, and most gallantly
did he acquit himsflf on tliis historic field.
Th'o
colors were shot down six times, and Mr. Banks himself was wounded on the first and last of these occasions.
He was first shot in the ribs, and after
regaining consciousness he was again wounded, this
time through the top of the head. His severe injuries
incaiiacitate<l him from November, 1863, until January 14, 1864, and on the 25th of June of the latter
year he was mustered out. Mr. Banks received and
greatly prizes the Congressional medal of honor that
was presented to him and that bears date of November 25, 1863, and he also has a letter from Hon.
Russell A. Alger, at the time the latter was serving
as Secretary of War, many years later,
congratulating
him on his admirable service during the ever memorable battle of Missionary Kidge. Mr. Baidis, as color
bearer for his regiment, was the first regimental color
sergeant to plant the colors on the enemy's works at
Missionary Ridge out of a brigade of six regiments,
and for this gallant deed he received a medal of
honor from Washington, District of Columbia.
After the close of the war Mr. Banks returned to
his native county, where he followed
farming until
the spring of 1871, when he came to Kansas and
numbered himself among the pioneers of Montgomery
County. He settled in Pawn Creek Township, where
he took up a pre-emption claim of 160 acres, and
there he continued his farming operations for sixteen
He developed and improved one of the fine
years.
farms of the county and was specially influential in

—

township and community affairs. To "his efforts was
due the defining of the .school district and the erection of the first schoolhouse of District No. 91, and

was named in his honor. He had
the supervision of the erection of the school
building
and was a member of the school boanl until he left
his farm, in the autumn of 1886, when he returned
to Indiana anrl became the proprietor of a hotel at
In the following spring he exchanged his
Angola.
hotel property for a farm in Hillsdale County, Michigan, where he remained six years. He then" sold his
Michigan farm, or exchanged the same for property
in Montgomery County, Kan.sas, where he again was
actively engaged in agricultural pursuits for the ensuHe thereafter passed two years at
ing two years.
Independence, the county seat, but in 1896 he returned
to his farm, upon which he continued to reside until
this pioneer school

/^4
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ton, who
15, 1832,

was born at Lexington, Kentucky, January
and died at Louis\ilIe, February 22, 1895,
and the}' became the parents of the following children:
Bettie Scott, born December 27, 1855, who
passed her life at Louisville and died September 18,
1890; John Milton, of this notice; Robert Morrison,
born September 11, 1859, a wholesale lumber merchant
of Louisville, married October 19, 1886, Frances Marniaduke Barnett, who was born in Jefferson County,
Kentuckv, July 5, 1862, daughter of Judge Andrew

of
Gates. Ada E. graauated from the University
Kansas in 1906, afterwarils specialized by two years
New
of work in the I'latte Institute in Brooklyn,
of
York, and is now a teacher in the public schools

W.

Iniloiiendenec.

Cates was born at Humboldt, Kansas, in
his father moved
1S76, a short time before
education
to Kansas Citv to practice. Most of his
was acquired in the public schools of Fredonia and
schools
Chanute, Kansas, and he attended the high
of both places, being graduated from the Chanute
For another
lJ<i)4.
High School with the class of
Kansas State Normal School
year he attended the
for the
at Emporia, and later began his preparations
1900 from the University
law, graduating LL. B. in
U.

\V.

\ut,'ust,

Law Department. In the same year he
went East and did postgraduate work in the New
York Law School, from which he received the deHe continued in New York City
gree LL. M. in 1902.
of Kansas

for a year acquiring additional experience in the protook up active pracfession, and thus well ecpiippcd
has been
tice at Chanute with his father in 1903. He
a resident of Independence since 1907, and in 1908
he took his present post as assistant cashier of the
While at Chanute he served
First National Bank.
as citv attorney.
Mr." Cates is a democrat, is afiSliated with Fortitude Lodge No. 107, Ancient Free and Accepted
Arch MaMasons, Keystone Chai)ter No. 22, Royal
sons, and is" past commander of St. Bernard's Commanderv No.
Knights Templar. He is also a
10,

member

of

Lodge No.

780,

Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks at Independence, belongs to
the Country Club, and is a director in the Commercial Club.
In October, 1904, at Independence Mr. Cates marHer father; the late E. P.
ried Jliss Edith Allen.
Allen, was one of the most prominent citizens of
Montgomery County, and his career is sketched on
Mr. and Mrs.
other i«ages of this jiublication.
Cates have two children: Catherine, born September
3, 1906, and Allen, born May 23, 1908.

John Milton Cunningham.

Of

the

men who have

long lent dignity and progressiveness to the business
of ranching and farming in Osage County none are
held in higher esteem than is John Milton Cunningham, who is now a resident of Caney and one of that
city's leading and influential citizens. During a long
and successful career he has been identified proini
nently mth financial matters in several parts of the
country, but has always returned to agriculture as a
vocation, and in this calling has found his greatest
mea.sure of prosperity.
Mr. Cunningham was born in the City of Louisville,
Kentucky, November 10. 1857, and is a son of Robert
Morrison and Annie Elizabeth (Milton) Cunningham.
His father was born in dreen County, Alabama, March
13, 1829, and as a lad was taken to Louisville, Kentucky, in the schools of which city he was given a good
education. His parents were Joseph Parks and Elizabeth F. fWehb) Cunningham, and he was brought
up to habits of industry and honesty. Early becoming
interested in financial affairs, he was connected with
banking all of his life, and at the time of his death,
November 2.5. 1878, was cashier of the First National Bank of Louisville, of which he had been the
Mr. Cunningham was a deacon in the
orsranizer.
Presbyterian Church and one of his city 's substantial
and highly respected citizens. He was married at
Louisville, November 7, 1854, to Annie Elizabeth Mil-

Barnett."

On

his mother 's side of the family, Mr. Cunningham
descended from one of the oldest families in
America, and one which originated in England. A
Richard Milton is mentioned in land grants recorded
in the State Land Office of Virginia, for the years
1636 and 1638, given to him at Westover, in Charles
County, on the James River, and it is possible and
even probable that this early settler was the grandfather of Richard Milton, the great-greatgreatgrandfather of Mr. Cunningham. This latter Richard
Milton and his wife, Eliza, were living in Richmond
County, Virginia, about the year 1720. On August 10,
1723, a tract of 454 acres in "Stafford county on
Buck Hall ranch of Occaquan," was granted to
' '
Richard Melton of Richmond County.
This part
of Stafford County soon afterward became Prince
William County, and Richard Milton 's death occurred
here about the year 1733.
Richard Milton, son of Richard and Eliza Milton,
was born about 1715. He inherited from his father
a tract of land "adjoining Coujier 's Cabin Branch"
in Prince William County, Virginia, where he lived
and reared a family of nine children. His wife, whose
name is mentioned in deeds along with his, was Margaret Ross, and it is said that she came of a Scotch
Her grandfamily of that name in Pennsylvania.
children remembered her as being tall, spare and very
neat in dress and appearance. She lived to be about
ninety-five years of age, and when a very old lady
was still able to ride on horseback to the home of her
son, Elijah, making the distance of forty miles in one
She was born about 1716 and ilied in 1811.
day.
Shortly after the Revolutionary war, Richard Milton
removed to Kentucky with liis wife, his son, Moses,
and his married daughters, and settled on the Chaplin
Fork of Salt River, in Nelson County. There he died
about the year 1800.
Elijah Milton, son of Richard and Margaret (Ross)
Milton, and great-grandfather of Mr. Cunningham,
was born in Prince WUliam County, Virginia, December 23, 1755, and died in Fayette County, Kentucky,
November 10, 1833.. He was married at Green Hill,
Frederick County, Virginia, January 28, 1794, to
Catherine Taylor, who was born at (Jreen Hill, June 9,
1776.
She died in Fayette County, Kentucky, July
29, 1828. Elijah Milton is said to have served as master of army wagons during the Revolutionary war,
being closely associated with General Rochambean
during the latter part of the struggle for American
independence. When he removed to Kentucky, about
1792, he took up lands on Elk Horn Creek, iuFayette
County, about eight miles west of Lexington, and there
p.assed the remainder of his life as a farmer.
.lohn Milton, son of Elijah and Catherine (Taylor)
Milfon, and maternal grandfather of Mr. Cunningham,
was born in Fayette County, Kentucky, March 24,
1802, and died at Baltimore, Maryland, No%-ember 18,
1860. He was married in Frederick County, Virginia,
September 7, 1826, to Louisa .\nn Taylor, his first
rousin, who was born in Loudoun County, Virginia,
September 5, 1807, and died at Louisville, Kentucky,
is

.

'

'
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April 6, 1869. Mr. Miltou was casMer
ern Bank of Kentucky, and an elder in tlie Presbyterian Church.
John Milton Cunningham received his education in
the public schools of Louisville and a college at Danin 1875 received his initiation
ville, Kentucky, and
in the banking business as a clerk in the First National Bank of his native city, with which he remained
He then accepted a clerkship iu the
four years.
offices of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad and
continued with that road until November 1, 188-t,
when he came to Independence, Kansas, and for two

First National Bank
years was bookkeeper for the
that city. For the four years that followed Mr. Cunningham lived on his ranch in Osage County, during
which time he and Mrs. Cunningham controlled some
to
12,000 acres of rich farming country. Returning
tiiiancial matters, he came to Caney, where he assisted
in the organization of the Home National Bank, of
which he was made assistant cashier, and, becoming
cashier shortly thereafter, remained in that capacity
At that time Mr. Cunningham
for about two years.
went to San Angelo, Texas, where he was at the head
of a private banking house for one year, and then
came back to Caney, which has since been his home.
of

Mr. Cunningham" is the owner of a handsome modern
residence at the corner of Third Avenue and High
While he has a number of important busiStreet.
ness connections, he devotes his time chiefly to the
management of his ranch, which consists of 500 acres
of farming land and 1,200 acres of pasture in Osage
line from
County, just across the Montgomery County
and
Caney. He is a republican in his political views,
has served as treasurer of the Caney School Board.
Modern
Fraternally he is a member of Camp No. 941,
Woodmen of America, and both he and Mrs. Cunningand popular in social circles of
ham are
prominent

Caney.

While a resident of Independence, Kansas, February
Mr. Cunningham was married to Miss Rose
Irene Brown, who was born at Carey, Ohio, August 22,
18, 1886,

To this union there have been born four children, as follows: William Brown, born at Independence, December 21, 1886, who died at Caney, June 13,
1887 John Milton, born at Independence, August 19,
1888, who married May 6, 1914, Miss Lillian Miller,
1865.

;

of Kansas City, Missouri; Robert Brown, born April
born at Caney,
6, 1899, at Caney; and Robert Morris,
November 3, 190"0, who died January 13, 1901.
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of Professor Reed, was born in 1832, in Maine, and
as a young man removed to Illinois, where he was
He became a teacher of mathematics and
married.
law in the State Normal School at Lebanon, Illinois, but too close devotion to the duties of the
schoolroom, and the attendant confinement of such
a position, caused his health to break down and
he was advised to seek a different climate. Accordingly, in 1872, he removed to Appleton City, Missouri, where he established the first dry goods and
clothing store, and continued as a successful man
A man
of business there until his death, in 1881.
of intelligence and broad knowledge of important
subjects, he rose to be a foremost citizen of his community, and served on the school board and as a
member of the city council. His political belief

made him

a republican and his religious connection
was with the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the
work of which he was always active. Fraternally
he was a Mason. Mr. Reed married Miss Susan E.
Hegler, who was born in Kentucky, in 1838, and
who still survives and makes her home at Jefferson

To this union there were born five
children Prof. Robert Allyn Carrie, the wife of W.
P. Morris, yardmaster at the State Penitentiary at
Jefferson City, Missouri, iu line for promotion to
warden W. D., who is a contractor of Kansas City,
Missouri; Edward, who is engaged in the jewelry
business at San Francisco, California; and Alva W.,
who for a number of years was a machinist in the
employ of the Pullman Car Company, at Pullman,
Illinois, prior to his death at Jefferson City, Missouri, in 1914.
Robert Allvn Reed received his early education in
the public schools of Appleton City, Missouri, where
he was graduated from the high school with the
Later he attended the high school
class of 1889.
at Springfield, Illinois, for a time, but gave up his
His
literary education to begin the study of music.
first preceptor was Prof. Geoi-ge F. Root, of Chicago,
under whom he studied vocal music, and subsequently
he was with Professor Friemal, also of Chicago,
under whose teachings he mastered various instruments. After much further preparation under other
noted teachers of Yonkers, New York, and New
York City, he entered upon a very interesting period
of his career, being for eight years on the road in
City, Missouri.
:

;

;

operatic work.

In 1905 Professor Reed came to Coffeyville to setpermanently, here establishing the New York
School of Music, which has grown and developed into
one of the largest and most prominent institutions
of its kind in the state. Assisted by his wife and a
corps of talented and thoroughly competent teachers,
Professor Reed teaches music in all its branches,
vocal and instrumental, and many of his pupils have
gone forth into the world to achieve fame and success.
At this time a band of forty-six pieces is under
Professor Reed 's direction, as well as five different
tle

Prof. Robert

Allyn Reed.

It

is

not given to

is
business career
that_
The musical genius too freentirely congenial.
him an
quently finds that circumstances produce for
environment in the necessary pursuits of every day
life that is not satisfying and that bars him from

every

individual

to

find

a

Happily, however, this has
progress and happiness.
not been the experience of Prof. Robert Allyn Reed,
of Coffeyville, who has achieved great success through
a broad and comprehensive training and the possession of exceptional inherent talent, and who, as
proprietor of the New York School of Music, occupies
a very important place in musical circles of Kansas.
Professor Reed was born February 14, 1871, at
Troy, Madison County, Illinois, and was named for
Dr. Robert Allyn, who was dean at that time of the
On the paternal side
Illinois State Normal School.
he is of Scotch ancestry, and on the maternal of German descent, the Reeds being of an old Maine
branch is of colonial
Professor Reed's
family.
origin and dovetails with the ancestry of Speaker
Thomas Brackett Reed. Andrew D. Reed, the father

orchestras,

radius

of

and pupils come to the institution from a
forty

miles,

including

such

points

as

Nowata, Oklahoma, Claremore, Jefferson, Caney and
Cherryvale, Kansas, and from other cities in Kansas.
The school, perfect in its every appointment, and
offering attractions and inducements to the students,
is attractively located at No. lOS West Tenth Street.
Professor Reed owns a residence two miles west
of Coffeyville, with six acres of orchards and shade
In politics he is a
trees, a beautiful country home.
republican, but his only office has been that of
music supervisor of the public schools, which he held
He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
in 1914.
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Fraternallj-, )ie belongs to Keystone Lodge
No. 102, Ancient Free and Acceiitcd Masons, CoffeyChapter, No. 89, Koyal Arch
ville;
Coffcyville
Masons; Lochinvar Commandery No. 52, Knight
Templars: Loval Order of the Moose No. 1193,
of the "Woodmen
CoffoyTille; and Coffcyville Camp
of the World. He is also a member of the Chamber
of Commerce and an active worker in matters per-

Church.

taining to the civic welfare.
Professor Reed was married October 12, 1905, at
G. Grider,
Appleton Citv, Missouri, to Miss Bessie
daughter of II. C. and Bianca Grider, of Appleton
merchant and capiCity, where Mr. Grider is a grain
Two children have been born to Professor
talist.
and Mrs. Iteed: Robert Grider, born Aujjust 13, 1907,
a bright and interesting lad who is making rapid
shown by the fact tliat he
progress in liis studies, as
is already in the fifth grade in the public schools;
and Susan Bianca, born April 14, 1914.

Alva C. St.uib. For the past twelve years tlie
grocery cstablishemnt of Alva C. Starr, at No. 710
North Broadway, has been considered in the light of a
necessary commercial ad.iunet by the people of Pittsburg. Many causes contribute to the success of this
popular merchant, not the least of which are a thorough knowledge of his business and a determination
to keep his particular branch thereof up to the highMr. Starr belongs to that cleest known standard.
ment of business men who have made their own way
to success, without the aid of outside influences, and
his high standing in trade and business circles evidences the well-directed manner in which his operations have been prosecuted.
Mr. Starr was born on a farm in Vermilion County,
Illinois, January 14, 1871, and is a son of S. P. and
Maria .lane (Partlow) Starr. The family is of German extraction, the original American emigrant
locating in North Carolina during colonial times.
Peter Starr, grandfather of Alva C, was born in the
Old North State, but as a young man went to Vermilion County, Illinois, where he was a pioneer
farmer, and where his death occurred before the birth
of his grandson. S. P. Starr was born in Vermilion
Coimty, Illinois, in 1831, and was there reared on his
father's farm and educated in the primitive schools of
the day and locality. He followed farming there, and
.also for a time engaged in mercantile pursuits, and
in 1877 became a pioneer farmer of Montgomery
County, where he owned a property in the vicinity of
This he cultivated with success until
Cherryvale.
1881, when he made removal to Crawford, locating
near Pittsburg, where he continued his agricultural
operations until .several years before his death, when
he retired from agricultural pursuits and took up his
residence at Pittsburg.
His death occurred in .JanMr. Starr was a republican, but not a
uary. 1897.
and
a
member of the Masonic fraternity.
politician,
He belonged to the Methodist Episcopal Church, was
in
active
the work thereof, held all the lay offices, and
was for some years deacon. In Vermilion County,
Mr.
St-arr was married to Miss Maria Jane
Illinois,
Partlow, who was bom in that county in 1834, and
died at Pittsburg, Kansas, .Tuly 25, 1916, and they
became the parents of six children, as follows: John,
who was connected with the Pittsburg Headlight and
died at the age of forty-four years; Ella B., who is
the wife of T>. C. Wood, a foreman in the zinc smelters
at Rarflesville, Oklahoma; P. H., who was a gas fitter
of Pittsburg and died at the age of forty-four years;
.1. G., who is a banker of .Toiilin, Missouri;
Alva C.
and Gracie M., who married Alt)ert Stamm, a mer:

chant of Pittsburg, and lost her life with her husband by drowning in an accident near Pittsburg,

Kansas, in 1904.

Alva

C. Starr secured his education in the public
Cherryvale and Pittsburg, and at eighteen
years of age left school to learn the plumbing trade.

scJiools of

This he followed as a journeyman and carefully conserved his earnings until 1904, working at Weir City
and lola.
In the year mentioned he returned to
Pittsburg, where he accepted an opportunity offered
and embarked in the grocery business at his present
From modest beginnings his trade has
location.
large proportions, and he
up-to-date stock of staple and
fancy groceries, and occupies a two-story building,
with floor space 90 by 24 feet. His establishment is
made attractive through the strict observance of
cleanliness and order, the courtesy of clerks, moderation of prices and good quality of products.
Mr.
Starr is well known to the trade, being past president
of the Retailers Association and at present a member
of the executive board of that body. He is also one
of tlie live and active members of the Commercial
Club.
Mr. Starr owns his own home, a new modem residence, at No. 501 West Fifth Street. He supports the
republican party with his vote, and on its ticket has
been elected a member of the school board for the
past three years. He is well known fraternally, being
a member of Pittsburg Lodge No. 187, Ancient Free

grown and developed

to

now has a complete and

and Accepted Masons; Pittsburg Chapter No. 58,
Royal Arch Masons: Pittsburg Lodge No. 1554,
Knights of Pythias; Pittsburg Lodge No. 56, Ancient
Order of United Workmen the Modern Woodmen of
America; and Pittsburg Tent No. 70, Knights of the
Maccabees, in all of which he is popular. In May,
1898, he enlisted in Company F, Twenty-second Kansas Regulars, for the Spanish-American war, and
;

held the commission of second lieutenant.
Mr. Starr was married at Pittsburg, in 1898, to
Miss Elizabeth Matson, daughter of Robert and
Anna (Robinson) Matson, residents of Pittsburg,
where Mr. Matson is interested in mercantile affairs.
Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Starr:
Grace Marjorie, who is a member of the senior class
at the Pittsburg High School; and Jessie and Alva
C, Jr., who are attending the graded schools.

The Praikie Oil and Gas Company. As one of the
largest corporations in Kansas, everyone has more
or less knowledge of the Prairie Oil and Gas Company, and repeated reference is made to its activities in these pages. However, some items that might
not otherwise be mentioned should be brought together in a paragraph or two.
The company was incorporated and established in
necember, 1900, with headquarters at Neodesha,
Kansas. Since 1905 the home of this corporation
lias been at Independence, and the people of Indejiendence take great pride in the fact that this corporation has its home in their city. In July, 1916,
was completed tlie Prairie Oil and Gas Building,
one of the finest oflice buildings in the State of Kansas.
This is situated on West Myrtle Street be-

tween Ninth and Tenth

The present

oflicers

streets.

of the

company are: J. F.
O'Noil, president; W. S. Fitzpatrick, vice president;
Nelson K. !Moody, vice president; J. A. Hollahan,
secretary: and A. T. Patterson, treasurer.
All the organization and 'equipment of the Prairie
Oil and Gas Company are for the purpose of
producing and marketing crude oil. Its operations cover
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fields in Kansas and Oklahoma excepting the
Healdton oil fields. The company operates no refineries, and its essential business is to deliver the

he was selected to go to Japan and construct
a refinery for a Japanese company. He remained in
the Kingdom of Nippon for two years.
Returning
to America he spent the next three years at ParkersWest
and
since
1906
has been a Kanburg,
Virginia,
For several years he had charge of the refinery at
san.
Niotaze in Chautauqua County, and since 1908 has
been a resident of CoffeyvUle and is superintendent
of the Cudahy Refinery, which is located in the northwestern part of the city.
Mr. Childs has his home just northeast of the city
limits.
He is a republican and a member of the
Lutheran Church, and is an active fraternal man,
being affiliated with Keystone Lodge No. 102, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons at Coffeyville, and with
Fort Scott Consistory of the Scottish Rite. He also
belongs to the Knights of the Maccabees at Warren,
Pennsylvania, and to Lodge No. 775, Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks at Coffeyville.
In 1890 at Mayville, New York, Mr. Childs married Miss Nellie Lattimore. Her father. Rev. A. Lattimore, now deceased, was a minister of the Lutheran

the

crude

oil to

When

it

bility,

these refineries.

was incorporated

a

capital of
$18,000,000.

$3,000,000.

1845

in 1900 the company had
Its present capital is

The company developed a system of pipe lines from
the Mid-Continent fields to a point near Chicago in
the State of Indiana, capable of transporting its
products for a distance of more than a 1,000 mUes.
The capacity of that pipe line is approximately
t)5,000 barrels a day, with a branch lino to Sugar
Creek with capacity of from 18,000 to 20,000 barrels
]]er day, and another branch line to Wood Eiver near
Alton, Illinois, of 30,000 barrels a day. These lines
were owned and operated by the Prairie Oil and Gas
Company for the transportation of its own oil until
August, 1914. At that time by law the pipe lines
became common carriers, but were continued under
the operation of the Prairie Oil and Gas Company
until February 1, 191.5. At that date there was organized a corporation under the laws of Kansas, with
home offices at Independence, and with capital of
$27,000,000, The Prairie Pipe Line Company. The
Prairie Oil and Gas Company then sold all its pipe
lines and transportation facilities and franchises to
the new corporation. The officers of the Pipe Line

_

Church.

James

F. Blackledge.

Protective laws are passed

in every state that seemingly assure the safety of
all money that may be deposited either
by the laborer
or the capitalist in a bank, and still permit enough
latitude in the bank's policy to make the business
On the president of the concern rests
profitable.
the responsibility and thus, at the head of financial
institutions of solidity are usually placed men of

Company are: W. F. Gates, president; C. H. Kountz,
vice president; F. M. Wilhelm, secretary; and R. G.
This company has leased ofiices
Harris, treasurer.
in the west wing of the new Prairie Oil and Gas
Building.

Inisiness experience and known integrity, of sterling
character ajid conservative habit.
It reflects credit

Fred C. Childs, now superintendent of the Cudahy
Refining Company at CoffeyvUle, is an oil refiner of
almost world wide experience. He has been connected
with that industry since youth, and has spent a number of years in the Kansas field.

on Coffeyville, Kansas, that just such a man is president of the Caney Valley National Bank, James F.

He was born

in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, October

10, 1867, a son of Caleb O. and Sarah A. (Langdon)
Childs.
His Cliilds ancestors came from England to
Rhode Island in colonial times. His great-grandfather

John Cole Childs was a Revolutionary soldier and an
extensive land owner in Rhode Island.
His grandfather, Thomas Cole Cliilds, was born in Rhode Island
in 1784, served as sheriff of his county and subsequently moved to Warren County, Pennsylvania, where
he was a farmer and mill owner. Caleb 0. Childs was
born in Rhode Island in 1806, was married at Jamestown, New York, and for a time was engaged in tho
lumber business in Warren County, Pennsylvania. He
was one of the pioneers in the production of oil in
the Titusville, Pennsylvania, fields, going there in
1861. He was associated with some of the very prominent men in the early oil industry, and in 1867 moved
to Philadelphia.
A few years before his death he
retired and died at Bradford, Pennsylvania, in 1882.

His wife was born at Addington, New Jersey, in 1811
and died\ in Bradford, Pennsylvania, in 1877. Their
children were Calphurnia, who died in Warren, Pennsylvania, the wife of H. W. Childs, who is a retired
oU producer; Milo H., who died at the age of three
years; Robert H., superintendent of the Petroleum
Products Company at Independence and Fred C.
Fred C. Childs received a public school education
at Titusville, Pennsylvania, and in 1885 graduated
from tho high school at Corey in that state. Since
then for a period of over thirty years he has been
closely identified with the refining industry, being
employed in Northwestern Pennsylvania until 1901.
In that year on account of his experience and capa;

'

Blackledge.
James F. Blackledge was born October 29, 1869,
at Rockville, Parke County, Indiana, and is a son of
William and Phebe (Johns) Blackledge.
William
Blackledge was born in 1829 in Columbiana County,
Ohio, and died in 1913 at Caney, Kansas. He grew
up in Columbiana County and worked as a builder
and contractor, remoiiug to Rockville, Indiana, prior
to the opening of the Civil war. In 1861 he enlisted
for service in the same, in an infantry regiment,
and continued his soldierly duties until the close of
the war when he returned to Indiana. He had surthe many dangers to which he had been
,^'ived
exjjosed but he found business conditions disturbed
in his old home and in 1876 removed to Peoria, IlliIn 1878 he came to Kans.as and located at
nois.
Oswego, subsequently, as his business demanded,
living at different places, going to Salina then back
to Oswego, then to Carthage, Missouri and to Kansas
City, in 1896 settling permanently at Caney, Kansas.
In politics he was a republican. He belonged to the

Masons and was a member of the Rockville Lodge.
He and wife were members of the Presbyterian
Church and brought their six children up honest and
industrious and gave them every advantage their
me.Tns would allow.

William Blackledge was married to Phebe Johns,
in 1832 in Columbiana County, Ohio,
and died at Caney, Kansas, in 1909. The following
children were born to them: Nettie, who is the wife
of G. Torbert, a retired farmer and vice president
of a bank at Altamont, Kansas; Seward, who owns
a farm near Chetopa, Kansas, for tho past five years
has been building mills in Old Mexico; Elmer E.,
who travels over the country as his trade of millwright demands; Mary E., who is the wife of J. F.

who was born
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Johnson, a schoolteacher at Altamont. Kansas; Salwho is the wife of A. L. Utterback, who terminated two terms as postmaster of Cancy in 1916,
is an employe as metal weigher for the American
F.
Zinc, Lead and Smelting Company; and James
James F. Blackledgc attended the public schools
of Oswego, Kansas, and then took a commercial
From 1888
course in a business college at Salina.
until 1893 he was a United States railway ofiSeial
between Fort Scott and Webb City. On May 10,
book189.'!, he came to Caney, Kansas, and became
Two months
keeper for the Caney Valley Bank.
later he was made cashier of the institution and iu
1914 he was chosen its president.
The Canev Vallev National Bank was established
as a state bank in" 1886, with a capital of $10,000.
Its founders were: Thomas 0. Ayres, Joseph Savage,
George Slosson and P. S. HoUingsworth, all Coflfeylie F.,

The bank became nationalized in
James F. Blackpresent officers are:
ledge, president; Charles Owen, vice president; H. V.
Balcom, cashier, and R. L. De Hon assistant cashier.
The bank is in a very prosperous condition, with
a capital and surplus of $70,000. all made out of the
The bank building is situated on
original capital.
the corner of Fourth and State streets and the bank
owns the entire business block which includes the
\'ille

capitalists.

1900 and

its

postoffice.

At Independence, Kansas, February 19, 1891, Mr.
Blackledge was united in marriage with iliss Martha
H. Allen, daughter of the late E. P. Allen of that
Mr. and Mrs. Blackledge have had four chilplace.
dren: Halph P., who died at the age of thirteen
E. FelUs,
years Pauline B., who is the wife of Dr. B.
of Chicago; Gwynn E., who is agent for the Studebaker Automobile Company, at Caney, Kansas; and
Mercedes, wlio is bookkeeper for the Cancy Valley
The elder daughter of Mr. BlackNational Bank.
Columbia
ledge, Mrs. FcUis, is a graduate of the
School, Chicago, and for two years was with the
;

Eedpath

Circuit.

In polities Mr. Blackledge has always been a*
stanch republican, never wavering in his allegiance
to party. On numerous occasions he has been called
on to serve in public office and capacities and his
whole course in reference to every dutj' has been honHe is treasurer of the board
orable and efficient.
of education of Coffeyville, has served on the city
council and as treasurer and for five years was a
member of the school board. He has long been idenwith standard fraternities and belongs to
tified
Caney Lodge No. ,32-1 Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons; the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
No. 121."5, and the Fraternal Order of Eagles, No.
1,000, both at Caney.
The Blackledges are of Welsh, Scotch and Irish,
extraction but they have been Americans for a very
long period, having settled in Pennsylvania prior
to the Revolutionary war and participating in it.
Both Mr. Blackledge and wife are eligible to membership in the exclusive societies of Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution.

.ToNATnAN G. MiLT-Kn. Ever since the arrival in
Crawford County of William Lewis Miller, in 1872,
the members of the family bearing this name have
been leading factors in the upbuilding of Mulberry
and the surrounding community. They have developed its soil a-s agriculturists, have advanced its
have added impetus to its
prestige as coal operators,
growth along commercial lines as merchants, have
contributed to its Cn.oncial strength as bankers, and to

character have given strength by a fine type of
One of the worthy representatives of the
family of Jonathan Garrett Miller, banker, merchant,
its

citizenship.

landowner, coal operator and public-spirited citizen,
than wliom no man is better known or more highly
esteemed in business and banking circles of this part
of the state.
Jonathan G. Miller was born at Mulberry, Crawford County. Kansas, March 18, 1875, and is a son of
William Lewis and Mary D. (Sadler) Miller. The
family is of German origin, but has been in America
for a number of generations. The greatgrandfather
of .Tonathan G. Miller was .Jonathan Miller, whose
career as a farmer and miller was passed in Greene
County, Pennsylvania, where his house, built in 1820,

His son,
his barn, erected in 1800, still stand.
Miller, was born in Pennsylvania, where he followed the same vocations as did his father, and died
at Hosedale, in that state. William l^ewis Miller wa.s
born October 1, 1839, in Greene County, Pennsylvania,
and was there reared on a farm and learned the mill-

and

Asa

ing business. During the Civil war he was a captain
of State Militia, but his company was never called
He was married in his native
upon for serrice.
state, and in 1872 came to Kansas, settling at Mulberry when there were but seven or eight families
became the first merHere
in the little hamlet.
chant of a community which his foresight and .iu'^gment told him was to become a thriving commercial
center.
Subsequently he established a flour mill three
miles from t'-e town, the first in this section of the
state, and still later interested himself in farming
As his interests grew he exand stock raising.
tended his scone of activity, and soon became recognized as one of the real builders of the community,
and his operations as a pioneer coal operator did
much to develoTi the industry in this part of the
county. In 189.5 Mr. Miller founded what has since
grown to be one of the leading concerns in the
northern section of Crawford County, that of M'ller
This firm consi=ted of WilBrothers & Company.
liam Lewis Miller, his three sons, William Henry,
Clarence Ouinter and Jonathan Garrett Miller, and
This concern has
his daufhter. Miss .\da L. Miller.
developed more coal fields and found a market for
more coal than any other firm in Kansas. Prior to
his death, wh'cli occurred December 21, 191.'), the

M

father sold out his interests, and the personnel of the
concern underwent another change when William
Henry Miller disposed of his holdings, prior to his
death in .Tulv, 1916. The familv remained together
for twenty ye-irs, and Miller Brothers & Company now
consists of the two remaining brothers and their
sister.

In 1907 the Miller brothers entered the banking
by the establishing of the Mulberry State Bank,
which they ^old in the fall of 1913. Subsequentlv. in
Februarv,' 1914. thev founded the Pittsburg State
Bank, the officers of which are: C. Q. Miller, president; Dr. J. G. Sandidge, vice president, and J. G.
This concern has a $.'50,000 capital
Miller, ca.sh'er.
and a surplus of $5,000. In February, 1916, the same
stockholders took over at Mulberry the Miners State
Bank, with a capital of $20,000, the officers being:
field

president, .Jonathan G. Miller; vice president, C. Q.
Miller; and Dr. J. G. Sandidge, a stockholder.
William Lewis Miller, in 1900, established the first
steam shovel to lift the overburden off the top, and
was the first to introduce the shovel for stripping.
He should also be given credit for the invention of

the double shaker machine, which he introduced, but
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which he failed to patent. The Town of Mulberry is
built upon the first forty acres which he owned in
Crawford County and on another eighty acres of the
family property, but since the advent of the father
here the family holdings have extended all over Crawford County and into Bourbon County, Kansas, and
Barton and Vernon counties, Missouri.
In polities
William Lewis Miller was a democrat, and his religious

mombcrshin was

in the Bai^tiot C'-urch.

Mr. Miller married Mary D. Sadler, who was bom
in 1841, in Payette County, Pennsylvania, and they

became the parents of the following children: Ada
L., who is unmarried and resides at Mulberry; Etta
B., who died in 1903, as the wife of Charles Perry, a
retired merchant and farmer of Mul^^erry: William
Henry, a member of the firm of Miller Brothers

&

Company, who died in 191.5; Clarence Q., one of the
firm and a resident of Mulberry; Florence Q., twin of
Clarence Q., and wife of Dr. J. G. Sandids'e, a physician, surgeon and banker of Mulberry; and Jonathan
Garrett, of this review.

Jonathan G. Miller was educated in the public
schools of Mulberry and Fort Scott Normal College,
which he attended one year. Wliile still in school he
evidenced his commercial ability, and as a student
handled hogs and cattle very successfully. He continued in livestock and farming, and in his father's
store, until the formation of the firm of Miller
Brothers & Company, in 1915, when he became a
member. In addition to the enterprises noted above,
the concern has two department stores at Mulberry,
being the leading merchants of the place, and deals
extensively in coal lands, leasing a larsre amount of
property. Mr. Miller is also secretary of the Mulberry
Telephone Company, owns a number of farms in
Crawford County, and is secretary of the MillerCherokee Coal Company, owned by the family and
controlling about 1,500 acres of coal land.
Mr. Miller is a democrat and has been active in
political affairs. In 1910 he was a candidate for the
office of state auditor, and in 1916 was a delegate to
the Democrntie National Convention at St. Louis and
was selected as a committee of one to notify the vice
president of his nomination. While his business responsibilities are heavy, entaibng an immense amount
of thought and labor, Mr. Miller is not indifferent to
social relations, and holds membership in the
leading
clubs and fraternities, in all of which he is popular.
His reputation in business circles is one that stamps
him as a worthy representative of the honored name
he bears, and he is constantly finding something to do
that will add to his city's prestige and thus perpetuate
the family name in the annals of the municipality.
Mr. Miller i» unmarried and makes his home with his
mother on Military Street, Mulberry.

Joshua A. Stonk. One of the old time citizens of
Montp-omerv County was the late Joshua A. Stone,
who identified himself with Independence and that
locality soon after the country was open to settlement, and who impressed his ability and energy upon
many local business activities. He was especially
prominent in the coal mining industry. Mr. Stone
died at his home in Independence April 30, 1914.
Mrs. Stone, who is executrix of his estate, has proved
herself a very competent business manager, and is one
of the highly esteemed women of
Montgomery County.
Born in Centerville, Michigan, in March, 1846,
Joshua A. Stone was sixty-eight years old at the
time of his death. His father, George W. Stone, was
born in Scotland in 1800. He came to this
country
a young man, and at Schenectady, New York, mar-

ried
city.

1847

Mary Jane Minders, who was a
From New York they went

native of that
to Centerville,
in the general

Michigan, and in 1849 he joined
exodus to the California gold fields. About 1870 he
located in Kansas, homesteading a claim of 160
acres one mile north of Independence.
He operated
that as a, farm for some years, buf in 1886 retired
to Cherryvale, where he died in 1889.
He was a
republican, and a very active and influential member
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, which he served
as a deacon. His wife died in California.
Joshua A. Stone was reared in Michigan, and was
a vigorous young man when he came to Independence
in 1872.
In his early years he followed various lines
of employment, being a dry goods salesman and a
clerk in Camenga & Anderson 's drygoods store at
Independence. In 1874 he went back to his father's
farm, and conducted it and took care of his father
for ten years. .In 1884 Mr. Stone engaged in the
coal business at Independence.
For some years he
mined the coal off his father 's farm, shoveling it out
of the hills after stripping the shallow surface from
the vein.
That farm of 160 acres, the father's old
homestead, was situated one mile north of IndepenMr. Stone was also the first party to ship
dence.
coal from shaft or deep mines into Independence
from the outside.
While engaged in mining he

operated a mine at Oolagah, Oklahoma. He also had
the distinction of being the first man to prospect for
gas in Montgomery County, sinking a well on Rock
CVeek.
He was active in the coal trade until 1902,
in which year he turned his attention to the ice business, and three years later established a broom factory, and was manufacturing brooms at Independence"
until his death.
He built a factory at the corner of
Twelfth and Sycamore streets, and Mrs. Stone still
owns that plant. Mr. Stone attended the Episcopal
Church, was affiliated with Camp No. 649, Modern
Woodmen of America, at Independence, Lodge No.
780, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
was one of the founders of the Commercial Club.
Mrs. Stone before her marriage was Miss Minerva
A. Yates.
Slie was born near Bushnell, Illinois,
December 24, 1858, a daughter of Robert and Maria
(Hey) Yates. The Yates family originated in Germany and on coming to America settled in Ohio.
Her grandfather Richard Y'ates was a pioneer emigrant, a farmer, and died while a soldier in the
Union army in the Civil war. Mrs. Stone's maternal
grandfather, Morris Hey, was born in London, England, was a school teacher, and was drowned while
crossing a creek on his return home from school.
Robert Y'ates, father of Mrs. Stone, was born in
Columbus, Ohio, in 1826, was reared there, and was
married in Illinois to Miss Hey, who was born in
Ohio in 1835.
She died at Bushnell, Illinois, in
1874.
In the early days Robert Yates dealt extensively in cattle, and drove them over the Allegheny
mountains from Ohio and Illinois to Pittsburg and
other markets. In 1876 after the death of his wife he
moved to Kansas and was an early settler near
Independence, establishing his farm a quarter of a
mile north of the city, where he owned 160 acres.
He sold this land before his death, which occurred
in Independence in August, 1902.
Politically he was
a democrat.
Mr. and Mrs. Roliert Yates "had the
following children Sarah !., wife of S. T. Doggett,
of Independence; Mary E., who lives at
Tamora,
Nebraska, the widow of S. Wallick; Minerva A.,
Mrs. Stone; Orabell, who lives at Indejiendence, the
widow of Carl Hattan, who died at Independence
in May, 1915; Martha J., who died at the
age of
:
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He then entered the Kansas State TTniverwhere he completed the law course in 1907 and
was admitted to the bar in the same year. Since
then he has devoted all his time and energies to
building up a practice at Independence, and is now
one of the leading members of the local bar. His
oftices arc at the corner of Main and Penn avenues.

eighteen months; McCloUan, a master mechanic in
the King Con mines at Park City, Utah; Emma,
wife of J. W. Pitts, a farmer eighteen miles west of
Independence; Josie Adaliue, who lives on a farm
southwest of Independence, married B. L. Frost;
Robert Wilson, who is an engineer on the Denver and
Rio Grande Railroad with headquarters at Lumber-

School.

New Mexico; and Willard L., who was game
warden at Silverton, Colorado, at the time of his

In politics he aligns himself with the democratic
party. He is a member of the Montgomery County

death in 1915.
Mrs. Stone was educated

Bar Association.

ton,

her native city of
Illinois and after coming to Kansas taught in Montgomery County schools for five years prior to her
marriage. She has always taken much interest and
an active part in the Methodist Episcopal Church
and has t^iught for years a clas^ of the Sunday
Mr. Stone during his lifetime built the
school.
residence in which his widow now resides, and it is
She
surrounded b.v twentj'-scven acres of ground.
also owns another residence in the city and 200 acres
of farming land north of Grabham Station in Montin

gomery County.

Edna May, who
Mrs. Stone has three children:
died at the age of eighteen years; Nola Beatrice,
who married John Stichman, a clerk in Baden's dry
goods store at Independence and residing at 715
Washington Street; and EoUo Alphonso, aged twentyone years and six months who is now a member of
Company K, Kansas National Guard. To defend the
flag of his country he left an excellent automobile
business which he had built up in Independence.
Oscar Lawrence O 'Brien during the past ten years
has been one of the leading lawyers of Montgomery
County, and is distinguishing himself in this profession as his father before him did in his capacity as
a pioneer farmer of Montgomery County.
He represents some very old American stock. The
O 'Bricns originally came from Ireland to Virginia
during colonial times. His great-grandfather, Elijah
O 'Brien was born in Virginia, was a gunsmith and
clock maker and died in Ohio. The grandfather of
the Independence lawyer was Enos O'Brien, who
was born in Ohio in 1808, became a surveyor and
farmer, and was one of the pioneers who moved to
this section of Kansas in 1S6S. His death occurred

Montgomery County in 1872.
About eight years after the death of his grandfather, Oscar Lawrence O'Brien was born on the old
farm in Montgomery County November 7, 1880. His
father was the late John O'Brien, who was born in
Pike County Ohio, in 1841 and died at Independence
in 1905.
Reared in Ohio, he came out to Kansas in
ISGS. first locating at Humboldt and in 1869 establishing his home on a farm west of Liberty in Montgomery County. There he homesteaded 160 acres,
l)ut by long continued effort not only provided lib-

in

liis family of children, but also acquired
valuable estate. He lived on his homestead until
190.3, and this old place, now comprising 210 acres,
is owned by his widow.
Included in the estate at
the time of his death was another farm of eighty
acres west of Cherryvale, and this has since been
John O 'Brien was a democrat. He married
sold.
.lennie Broughton, who was born in Indiana and now
lives in Independence. Their children were: Claudia,
who is the wife of A. B. Slater and lives on the old
homestead; Oscar L.; Edwin, who has a farm west
of Liberty which was also included in the estate
of his father.
Oscar L. O 'Brien received his early education in
the public schools of Montgomery County, and in
1904 graduated from the Montgomery County High

erally for
a.

sity,

His home is at 205 South Fourteenth Street. In
at Independence Mr. O'Brien married Miss
Naomi Fowler, who was born near Liberty and grew
up and received her early education in Montgomery
County. She was a classmate of Mr. O'Brien in the
Montgomery County High School, graduating in
1904, and afterwards attended Baker University and
the Kansas State University. For three years before
luT marriage she was one of the teachers in the
Her father, I. G.
Independence public schools.
Fowler is a druggist at Independence. Mr. and Mrs.
O 'Brien have one daughter, Nettie Jane, born March
1911

22, 1912.

Samuel A. Btarlay.

So quickly do great events

in the world's history succeed each other, that per-

chance some

may

be lost sight of, but

it is

not possible

any American to forget the dangers that attended
pioneering, following the close of the Civil war, on
for

the western frontiers, nor the heroism displayed by
volunteer soldiers in defending the peaceful settlers
by driving off the savage foe. Among the prominent
residents of May Day, Riley County, is a veteran of
the Indian campaign of 1868-9, in the person of Samuel A. Byarlay, merchant and postmaster at this point.

Samuel A. Byarlay was born in Jackson County,
Indiana, September 15, 1848, and is a son of John M.
and MUlicent (Bundy) Byarlay. His father was born
in Tennessee and his mother in Indiana, in which latter state both were reared, the father from the age of
nine years. In 1860, John M. Byarlay left Indiana
with his family for Riley County, Kansas. It was his
hope and intention to thus provide more comfortably
for his large family than he could do in Indiana. The
family reached Kansas on the 4th of July, 1860, and
the father soon afterward bought a small farm in
the Fancy Creek Valley. He was a well educated man
and taught one of the first rural schools in this
county, holding the sessions in his own house. For
some time he served as township trustee. His death
occurred in 1872 when his age was fifty-four years.
The mother survived many years, her death occurring
at Clay Center, when seventy-nine years old. Of their
ten children three are living.
Samuel A. Byarlay was not quite twelve years old
when his parents settled in Riley County and hero
he attended school and grew to manhood, giving his
father assistance on the home farm.
In 1868-9 he
served as a member of the Nineteenth Kansas Volununder
Generals
teer Infantry
Custer and Sheridan
in the memorable camjiaign against the Indians on
the border, and his recollections of those brave and
In that
gallant commanders are very interesting.
campaign, on account of its danger from a treacherous foe, every soldier was a hero and no one gave a
better account of himself than did Samuel A. Byarlay.
In 1878 Mr. Byarlay embarked in a mercantile
business at May Day, which he has conducted ever
since and for many years he has been postmaster of
In politics he is a republican but this
the village.
fact has not disturbed him in official position.
In 1872 Mr. Byarlay was married to Miss Carrie
Guy H., Mabel
Gridley, and they have four children
:
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Pern, Mina H. and Linn C. Mr. Byarlay
of the United Brethren Church.

is

a

member

John C. Fields. .Among the worthy farmers of
Fawn Creek Township, Montgomery County, whoso
perseverance and good management have
into comfortable circumstances, is
John C. Fields. Mr. Fields has been a resident of
Montgomery County since 1870, in wliich year he
took up a pre-emption claim in what was then the
Cherokee Strip. He has steadily added to his holdings since that time, and is now one of the substanindustry,

brought

tial

men

them

of his community, having a well-cultivated

property of 650 acres, and being a director of the
Tyro State Bank.
Mr. Fields was born in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, October 11, 1848, and is a son of John and
Joanna (Wallace) Fields, and a member of a famOy
the American progenitor of which came to this
country from Germany in colonial times and settled
in Pennsylvania.
Eobert Fields, the grandfather of
John C, was born in the Keystone State, and passed
his life in farming in Mifflin County, where he died
prior to the birth of his grandson. On the maternal
side, Mr. Fields
grandfather was Eobert Wallace,
who was born .at Belfast, Ireland, and as a young
'

man came

to America and settled in Pennsylvania,
where during the remainder of his active career he
His
was engaged in farming and stock raising.
Mr. Wallace
death occurred about the year 1863.
married a Miss Wilson, daughter of James Wilson,
one of the signers of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence.

John Fields, father of John C, was born in 1803,
Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, was there reared
and educated, and' passed his life as a tiUer of the
soil.
He met with a fair measure of success in his
farming and stoekraising enterprises, but his early
death, in 1848, cut short what promised to be a successful career. He was a democrat in politics and an
active member of the Presbyterian Church.
Mr.
Fields married Joanna Wallace, also a native of
in

Mifflin

County, who died there in 1864, at the age

of fifty-eight years.
The only child of his parents, John C. Fields wag
educated in the public schools of his native county,
and was reared on the home farm, where he re-

mained

until 1869, or until he had reached his
At that time he came to Kansas and setma.iority.
tled in Brown County, as a pioneer, but in 1870
removed to the Cherokee Strip, taking up a pre-

emption claim in

He

Fawn Creek Township, Montgomall

the

ery County.
experienced
hardships
incidental to life in a new country, passed through
the grasshopper plague of 1871, and met with a
number of other reverses, but through it all worked
perseveringly and gradually added to his holdings
as his finances would permit, and erected good buildings and installed improvements on his j^roperty.
Thus he has become the owner of a farm of 650
acres, on which he has two oil wells now producing,
although he gives the greater part of his attention
to diversified farming and to the raising of graded
stock, having a thoroughbred individual for his
Shorthorns.
He is known in business circles as a
man of foresight and acumen, who is honorable and
straightforward in his dealings and who, in succeeding himself, has aided others to honorable success.
In addition to his residence at Tyro, Mr. Fields owns
a valuable business property, and has also been
interested as a stockholder in a number of oil comMr. Fields is a director of the Tyro State
panies.
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Bank, one of the staong financial institutions of this
part of the county, which was established in 1904
by R. L. Teegarden and other local men of substance.
The present modern brick banking house
was erected during that year, and stands on Main
Street.
The present officers of the bank are Joseph
F. E. Dobson, vice president,
Lenhart, president
and R. L. Teegarden, cashier, all of Tyro.
The
bank has a capital of $10,000, its surplus being
and
its
undivided
It
has
$5,000
profits $3,000.
shown a gratifying growth since its inception and
has an. excellent reputation in banking circles of
;

this part of the state, as well as possessing the confidence of the general public.
Mr. Fields has done
his share in placing this institution upon a sound
foundation and in directing its policies along lines

conservatism.
He is a democrat in
stanchly supports the candidates of
His public service has been confined to
that party.
his acting as a member of the school board, a position which he has held for many years, his friendliness to and interest in education making him a
valuable member of the school body of his township.
Mr. Fields is fraternally connected with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being past noble
grand of Tyro Camp, No. 517.
Mr. Fields was married in 1874, in Montgomery
County, Kansas, to Miss Rachel Ellis, daughter of
C. T. and Mary Ellis, who reside on a farm onehalf mile north of that operated by Mr. Fields.
To this union there have been born the following
children
Theodore, who is engaged in farming one
and one-half miles west of the home place, one of
his father's farms in Caney Tovmship; A. P., who
lives three miles east of his father's homestead and
follows the oil fields; Elfa, unmarried, who is engaged in teaching in the country schools of Montgomery County and makes her home with her parents; and .Tolin and Frank, who are assisting their
father in the cultivation of the home place.
of

safety and

and

politics

;

Charles M. Gibson, M. D. During the past decaae
Charles M. Gibson has been engaged in the
practice of medicine at Franklin, Kansas, and by
Dr.

his devotion to the duties of his profession, his close
study and his pronounced skill, has won a liberal and
His talents and executive
representative practice.
ability have gained him recognition in his community, and he has maintained throughout his career a
high standard of professional ethics and honorable
principles.

Dr. Charles M. Gibson was born at Eichview, IlliJuly .6, 1879, a son of Samuel B. and Sarah C.
(Hussey) Gibson, and a member of a Scotch-Irish
family which came from Scotland to America in
Samuel
colonial days and settled in South Carolina.
B. Gibson was born in Randolph County, Hlinois,
in 1846, and was there reared, educated and married.
He followed farming and stock raising in the Prairie
State until 1880, when he brought his family to
Crawford County, Kansas, buying a farm and engagBecause
ing in general farming and stock raising.
of failing health he went to Texas in 1907, and there
He was a
his death occurred, at Kingsville, in 1909.
republican in polities and a faithful member of the
United Presbyterian Church, in which he was an
Mrs. Gibson, who survives
elder and active worker.
him and lives at Pittsburg, Kansas, was born in 1852,
To Mr. and Mrs. Gibson there
.at Jamestown, Ohio.
were born twelve children, as follows: J. Albert;
Minnie Belle, who is now the wife of R. J. Kirkwood
and resides at Spearvillc, Kansas, wliere Mr. Kirknois,
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wood

a prominent farmer and stockman Robert
resides at Pittsburg, Kansas, and is associated with his brother J. ^Ubert in business; Dr.
Charles M., of this reWew Lyman C, who is a farmer
and stockman of Pawnee County, Kansas, and resides
at Lamed; Samuel E., who is also eng;aged in farming and stock raising and resides at St. Paul, Neosho County, Kansas; Roy S., who is engaged in the
E.,

is

;

wlio

;

furniture business at Girard, this state; Dr. Elzie H.,
wfio is engaged in the practice of dentistry at Altoona,
Kansas; Etlicl, who is the wife of Dr. W. A. Goolsby,
a dental practitioner of Paris, Texas; Bertico, who
has made a special study of music, wliich she teaches,
lives with her mother at Pittsburg; Catherine also
lives with licr mother, and is a freshman at the

Manual Training Normal School, Pittsburg; and
Lawrence M., a graduate of the Manual Training Normal School, who is now engaged in teaching school and
studying for the law.
J. Albert Gibson, of the above family, was born .at
Bichview, Illinois, received a good educational training, and has for some years been prominent in business circles of Pittsburg, and in the

[lolitical

life

of

Crawford County. He was elected to the State Legislature in 1912 and re-elected in 1914, and in 1916 was
a candidate for state senator, but met with defeat.
During his two terms in the Legislature, he was one of
the most active members of that body, being chairman
of the committees on Banks and Banking, Cities of
First Class, Employes', Mines and Mining, Immigration and Judiciary Apportionment. Mr. Gibson introduced a bill pertaining to special improvement of
cities of the first class, which subsequently became a
law. This amended the existing statutes under which
citizens had been paying 2V> per cent for the past ten
years, an unjust commission or interest, on all special
improvements. The amended law did away with this
injustice, and of course has been a great saving to the
tax-payers. Mr. Gibson, in all, introduced about nineteen bills looking toward the interests of his constituents.
He is a republican in his political views and a
consistent member of the United Presbyterian Church,
in wh'ch he is an elder and trustee.
Fraternally, he
is affiliated with Pittsburg Lodge No. 187, Ancient
Free and .\ccepted Masons; Pittsburg Chapter No. 58,
Royal Arch Masons; Pittsburg Commandery No. 29,
Knights Templars, Fort Scott Consistory No. 6. of the
thirty-second degree, and Mirza Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Pittsburg;
Pittsliurg Lodge No. 412, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, and United Commercial Travelers, No.
77. He also belongs to the Pittsburg Countrv Club and
As a business man
the Pittsburg Commercial Club.
Mr. Gibson is interested with his brother. R. S. Gibson,
in the Walker Gibson Coal Company, at Pittsburg and

& Hibl)ard Furniture Comiiany, at Girard;
president of the Pittsburg Fuel and Ice ComHe is married and has three children, namely:

the Gibson

and

is

pany.

Helen Claire, who is attnnding Monmouth (Illinois)
College, sriecializing in music; Eva Louise, a graduate
of f^e State Manual Training Normal School, class
of 1916, who is now teaching school while furthering
her education; and Grant Burns, who is in the jupior
class of the Pittsburg High School.
Charles M. Gibson received his early education in
the d-strict schools of Crawford County, following
which he attended high school at Cherokee, and was
duly graduated therefrom in 1900. He next enrolled
as a student at Kansas University, Lawrence, where he
received the degree of Bachelor of Art in ]9n.'5, and
two years later was granted his coveted degree of Doctor of Medicine.
Immediately after receiving his

diploma, Doctor Gibson began practice at Franklin,
where he has since built up a large and representative professional business in general medicine and
He lias inijiressed himself upon the people
surgery.
of his part of Crawford County as a skilled practitioner and a man whose genuine sympathy does
much to aid his professional talents. Holding to
high ideals in his profession, he devotes himself to
his conception of duty, and, keejiing himself
fully
abreast of current events, both in his profession and
outside matters, is able to enlarge his field of accomplishment and exert a further influence for moral
uplift and the betterment of existing conditions.
The doctor maintains well-appointed offices on Main
Street.
He has been successful in a material as well
as a professional way, and is the owner of 160 acres
of valuable farming land in the western part of the
state.
Doctor Gibson votes the republican ticket,
but is not a politician. With his family, he attends
the United Presbyterian Church.
Fraternally, he is
affiliated with the Ancient Order of United Workmen, while his professional connections include membership in the Crawford County Medical Society, the
Kansas State Medical Society, the American Medical Association and the Southeastern Kansas Medical

Soc'ety.

In 1908, at Lawrence, Kansas, Doctor Gibson was
married to Miss Edith L. Irwin, daughter of the
Rev. W. n. and Elizabeth (Smith) Irwin. Reverend

Irwin, who was a minister of the Baptist faith, is now
deceased, but Mrs. Irwin still survives him and resides
at Lawrence.
Doctor and Mrs. Gibson are the
parents of one daughter: Dorothy L., who was born
at Franklin, Kansas, January 29, 1911.

Chaeles Sumner Risdon.

Among

the

men who

have lent dignity to the educator's profession in
Kansas, Charles Sumner Risdon is deserving of more
than p.assing mention. Throughout his career he has
l)eon a resident of the Sunflower State, and from
the time of his earliest ambitions for a career as
an educator until he realized the attainment of his
goal, he attended the educational institutions of the
state. His standing in his profession was recognized

1901, when he was appointed superintendent of
schools of Independence, and this office he has filled
so capably, that there has been no thought of a
in

change.
Mr. Risdon was born on a farm in Clay County,
Kansas, January 3, 1874, and is a son of .1. T. W. and
Mary Catherine (Rumple) Risdon. The family is
an old and honored one in this country, the original
ancestor having come to America from Wales and
settled in Vermont during colonial days. David Risdon, the grandfather of Charles S. Risdon, was horn
in the Green Mountain State, from whence he migrated as a young man to the Western Reserve, his
death occurring in Ohio when his son, .1. T. W. Risdon, was still a cliild. J. T. W. Risrlon was born
March
18.35, at Tiffin, Ohio, and after the death
of his father was taken to Iowa. There he was educated and reared, and after his marriage, in 1S73,
came to Kansas and settled at Clay Center, Clay
County. He was a pioneer farmer and stockraiser
of that community, an honorable and industrious
man, and through a long career of faithful labor
gained a handsome and valuable property. In politics Mr. Risdon was a republican, but he has never
cared for public life, preferring to devote himself
without interruption to the duties of his farm and
his home.
He was married in 1< wa to Miss Mary
Catherine Rumple, who was born in Ohio, December
.">,

KANSAS AND KANSANS
and was taken by her parents when she was
ten years of age to Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Risdon became the parents of the following children: W. W.,
who is state mining inspector for New Mexico, with
headquarters at Albuquerque; W. M., who had been
engaged in farming and stoekraising in the vicinity
of Jetmore, Hodgeman County, Kansas, until his
death at the age of forty-seven years; Dora, who became the wife of M. C. Porter, M. D., and resides in
Topeka, where Doctor Porter is a prominent surgeon; Mary, who is the widow of the late R. M.
Losey, a farmer of Clay County, and now resides at
Clay Center, Kansas; Gertha, who is the wife of Clem
Tolbert, engaged in the commercial business at Los
Angeles, California; Charles Sumner, of this notice;
and Dr. J. W., who is a well known physician and
surgeon of Leavenworth, Kansas. The mother of
these children still survives and makes her home at
Independence, at the residence of her son, Charles
11, 1842,

Sumner.
Charles S. Risdon received his early education in
the district schools of Clay County, Kansas, and
remained on his father's farm until he reached the
age of eighteen years. In the meantime he secured
an education that enabled him to obtain a teacher's
certificate, and in 1893 and 1894 he taught in the
schools of his neighborhood during the winter
months, while assisting his father in the work of
the homestead in the summer seasons. Previous to
this, in the school year 1892-93, he had taken a
course at the Kansas State Normal School, located
,Tt
Emporia. In ISg.'i, to further himself for his
chosen work, Mr. Risdon entered the Salina Normal
University, from which he was graduated in August,
with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and in 1901 he
was honored by the degree of Master of Arts from
this same university.
In 1898 and 1899 and again
in 1900 and 1901, he acted in the
capacity of princiof
the high school at Thayer, Kansas, and his
pal
efficient work while there attracted such favorable
attention that he was appointed superintendent of
schools of Independence, a position which he has
retained to the present time. In this capacity Mr.
Risdon has under his superintendency five schools,
fifty-four teachers and 2,000 scholars, and has succeeded in building up the school system here so
that it is second to none in any city of the same
size in the state.
In the line of his profession. Superintendent Risdon is a member of the National Educational Association, which he joined in 1900; the Montgomery
County Teachers Association; and the Kansas State
Teachers Association, being a director of the lastnamed and its president in 1908. He is also a member of the District Teachers Association, and was
representative of the Third Congressional District
for the Kansas State Teachers Association for a
period of four years. His offices are maintained in
the WashiuCTton School Building. A stanch
rep>iblican, he has never aspired to any political
honors,
althouffh always active in matters of public
polity,
and is an earnest and consistent advocate of tem-'
perance and other civic and social virtues.
His
activity, however, in politics and like affairs, is
tactful and considerate, and has never been
regarded

as "offensive
partisanship."

Superintendent Risdon 's reliHous affiliation is with the
Presbyterian
Church. He belongs to Fortitude
Lodge No. 107,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, of which he is
past master; the Modern Woodmen of
America,
Thayer Camp; and Lodge No. 17, Ancient Order of
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United Workmen, of Independence, while his conlife includes
membership in the
Commercial and Rotary clubs of Independence.
Mr. Risdon was married at Omaha,
Nebraska, in
1.S9S, to Miss Myrtle May Starr, daughter of J. C.
and Wilhelmina Starr, the latter of whom now resides at Scott City, Kansas.
Mr. Starr, a former
well known newspaper man and politician, is now
deceased.
Three children have been born to Professor and Mrs. Risdon, namely: Myrtle
Anita, who
is a sophomore in the
high school at Long Beach,
California; and Mary Catherine and Wilhelmina
Christine, who are in the second grade of the public
school there. The family home at
Independence is
nection with club

the scene of

many

social events.

William Rollin Yen a wine. Farming has been the
business of William Rollin Yenawine.
He has given
to that vocation the same
qualities of enterprise and
energy which a successful merchant gives to his store
or a manufacturer to his
factory. His success has followed as a matter of course. Mr. Yenawine is now
the owner of "Brook Side" farm in Ashland Township of Riley County. It is said that the really busy
man has more leisure than the one who pursues
every
undertaking with frantic haste and wastes his efforts
on small accomplishment. This is
perhaps the reason
why Mr. Yenawine, while strictly a farmer and a
successful one at that, found time to devote himself
to public affairs. He has
long been one of the active
republicans of Riley county. For four years he held
the office of county commissioner, and his creditable
administration of that office brought him election as
county treasurer. He filled that post four years and
met all the most sanguine expectations of his
many
friends.
After leaving the county
treasuryship he
again devoted his time to farming and stock raising,
but in 1916 his friends urged him to become a candidate for the republican nomination in the
August
primaries for the office of county clerk. He won the
election and took office
January 8, 1917.
Mr. Yenawine is almost a native son of Kansas.
He was born in Hancock County, Illinois, June
27,
1869.
When less than two years of age his parents,
Seth J. and Anna E. (Moore)
Yenawine, moved to
Riley County, locating on a farm in Ashland township.
That was in 1870. The parents had their home there
for many years, but a few
years ago removed to the
city of Manhattan, where they now reside.
Seth
Yenawine is actively engaged in the real estate and
loan business.
Reared

in

Riley County on a farm, William B.
attended the common schools and also
spent two years in the Kansas State Agricultural
College and a similar period in Baker University.
Though liberally educated, he found his most congenial task on the farm, and is one of the men who
have helped to raise the general standard of
agriculture in this section of the state.
As a
man he taught one term in the rural schools. young
Fraternally he is a Master Mason, and also belongs to
the Modern Woodmen of America and the Fraternal
Aid.
He is a member of the Methodist cliunh.
In 1897 he married Miss Sallie A. Dix. Mrs. Yenawine was born in Riley county. Kansas, a daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. O. T. Dix, who came to Kansas from
Illinois about 1869, locating in Ashland
township,
where they have since continued to reside.
They represent one of the early farming families of the
county.
Mr. and Mrs. Yenawine have one son, Chester E. The
family reside in Manhattan, and are active social
members of that community.

Yenawine
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William H. Shepard. When William H. Shepard left college he chose tlie work wliich seemed most
congenial and for which he had tlio greatest apparent adaptability, and entered a bank in Illinois.
For thirty consecutive years he has applied himself
to the suliject of banking, and his business success
and prominence is largely due to this concentration
of effort along one line.
Mr. Shepard is now vice president of the First
National Bank of CofTcyville, and is identified with
several other important concerns which might be
classed as public utilities in that part of Kansas.
His branch of the Shepard family came from
England and settled in New York State prior to the
His grandfather Chauncey J. Shepard
Kevolution.
was born in 1801, lived for a number of years in
Vermont, was a farmer and died at Norfolk, New
York, in 1881.
William H. Shepard, Sr., father of the CoflfeyA-ille banker, was born at Norfolk, New York, October 19, 1836. Three mouths after his birth his parents moved to Fairfax, Vermont, where he grew
up and where he married. He taught school tliere,
studied law, was admitted to the bar, and almost at
the outset of liis professional career moved west to
Cambridge, Illinois, where he was engaged in the
successful jiractice of his profession the rest of his
He died at Cambridge, October 5, 1888. As a
republican he represented his home district in the
He was a memIllinois State Senate for two terms.
ber of the Masonic Order. The senior Mr. Shepard
married Mary Jackson, who was born at Westford,
Vermont .January 30, 1840, and is now living at
The second of their two
Kansas City, Kansas.
children wa.s Frederick .!., who died when one year
of age, and William H. Shepard, Jr., is the only
survivor.
William H. Shepard, Jr., was born at Cambridge,
Illinois, May 13, 1865, was educated iu the pulilic
schools of tliat city, graduating from high school in
1883, and then entered and pursued the regular
academic course in Knox College at GaWsburg, Illinois, where he was graduated in 1887.

life.

On returning home from college he was granted
an opportunity to learn the banking business, beginning at the bottom, in the First National Bank of
Cambridge, was soon made bookkeeper, and held
that position until the fall of 1889. For about two
years after that he was cashier of the bank at Florence, Alabama, and then in September, 1891 arrived
in Coffeyville.
This city has been his home and the stage of his
larger business activities for a quarter of a century.
Beginning as teller in the First National
Bank he was promoted to assistant cashier in 1894,
cashier
in 1900, and since 1905 has been vice
to
president.
In the meantime his energies have been extended
In March, 1904, with his brotherto other affairs.
in-law, George W. Chain, as partner, he took up the
manufacture of ice, and the Shepard & Chain Ice
Company now supplies the bulk of the artificial ice
consumed in Coffeyville and by the railroad companies, and also in several of the surrounding towns.
Mr. Shepard is president of the company with
George W. Chain as secretary and treasurer. They
have one plant of thirty tons daily capacity, located
at the corner of Spruce and Fourteenth streets, while
the other plant, with a daily capacity of fifty tons,
of Coffeyville, where the Missouri Pacific
IB east
Each plant has its own
crosses the Verdigris River.
storage house.

Mr. Shepard

is

also

manager and treasurer of the

Coffeyville Gas and Fuel Company, whose oflSces are
at 110 West Eighth Street.
He became manager
of the old People's G.as Company in January, 1905.
and remained with the reorganization under the
present name of Coffeyville Gas & Fuel Company.

This company supjilies Coffeyville with natural gas
obt^ained from the Kansas Natural Gas Company.

The other

ofl[icers

of the

company

are:

W.

C. Hall,

and C. M. BaU, vice president.
In politics Mr. Shepard is a republican.
He is
past master of the Keystone Lodge, No. 102, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, and a member of Coffeyville Chapter, No. 89, Royal Arch Masons, Lochinvar Commandcry, No. 52 Knights Templar, .\bdallah Temple of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at
Leavenworth, and belongs to Lodge No. 775, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
Mr. Shepard
and wife reside at 804 Beech Street. On April 12.
1894, at Coffeyville he married Miss Elfrida HoffHer parents Charles and Minnie Hoffman
man.

president;

are

now

living retired at Coffeyville.

William Nelson Johnson, M. D. A physician
whose career has been one of devotion to his profession and the interests of his patients in Cherokee
County for over twenty years, and whose ability
ranks him among the leaders in medical circles in
that section, Doctor Johnson is a man who throughout his career has made the best of his resources and
in the best sense of the term is a self-made man.
He was born on a farm in Franklin County, Missouri, August 29, 1853, and his early youth was spent
in the troubled conditions during and subsequent to
the Civil war. Consequently he had little opportunity
to gain an education, and his learning was largely
picked up from actual contact with the world and
from the study of books which were within his reach.

He

did not attend puldic school until after the war.

For twenty-five years he lived on his father's farm,
and thou began the study of medicine and pursued it
diligently until he was permitted to ])ractice as an
In 1888 he began his under-gradundergraduate.
uate jiractice at Crestline, Kansas, and from time
to time took courses of medical lectures in the Kentucky School of Medicine at Louisville, from which
institution he received his degree of M. D. in 1894.
In 1895 Doctor .Tohnson left Crestline and moved
to Columbus, where years have given him an increasing reputation and he has enjoyed a large general
medical and surgical practice. His offices .are in the
Burke Brothers Building, and he is president of the
Burke Brothers Drug Store Company. In professional circles he is a member of the County, State
.and Southeastern Kansas Medical societies and the
American Medical Association.
Doctor Johnson is a republican in polities, has
served as a member of the Columbus School Board,
is active in the Commercial Club, and a number of
years ago took his first degree in Masonry, but went
no further iu that order. He owns one of the city's
comfortable homes at 319 South Indiana Avenue.
Doctor Johnson represents an English family.
His great-grandfather, emigrated from England to
Virginia in the early days. His gr.andfather, Thomas
Johnson, was born near Richmond, Virginia, was a
planter, served .at one time in the Virgini.a State
Militia, and died near Richmond when about fortyHis death occurred before Doctor
five years of age.

Johnson was born.
Payton B. Johnson, the father of Doctor Johnson, was born in 1816 near Richmond, Virginia, was
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reared there but ivhen a young man went West and
settled on a farm in Franklin County, Missouri. Besides farming he followed his trade of a saddle and
harness-maker, and he lived an honorable and
In
straightforward life until his death in 1895.
but later
politics he was one of the old-line whigs,
became aflSliated with the democratic organization.
During the Civil war he served as a member of the
His church was the PresMissouri Home Guards.
In Franklin County, Missouri, he married
byterian.
Kebecca Patton, who was born in that county in 1825
and died in Columbus, Kansas, in January, 1914.
Their children were:
Louisa, wife of L. C. Coxie,
a carpenter and contractor at Columbus; Doctor
Johnson; Mary, wife of William Miller, who is engaged in mining at Galena, Kansas.

In December, 1889, at Crestline, Kansas, Doctor
Johnson married Miss Mamie Patterson, daughter of
John P. and Eliza (Garrison) Patterson. Both her
was for
parents are now deceased, and her father
many years a United States commissioner in North
Carolina.
Four children hjve been born to Doctor and Mrs.
Johnson: Sadie Helen is the wife of George Kerr,
who is clerk with Greenfield Brothers, a large clothing house at St. Louis; Nelson is connected with
Burke Brothers Drug Store at Columbus; Margaret
is in the Freshman class of the Cherokee County
School; and Robert Wayne is a student in the

High

public schools of Columbus.

Isaac T. Goodxow.

There are certain names that

should be preserved in the annals of Kansas with
testimonials of pride and admiration, and one of
these is Isaac T. Goodnow, who was a member of a
notable group of liberty-loving men whose efforts had
much to do with making Kansas a free state and
opening the way for her to become the great and
commonwealth she is now. He assisted in

prosperous
the founding of educational and religious institutions,
he co-operated with others for business expansion and
in every way during a long and singularly useful life
displayed those qualities which promote comfort,
peace and happiness.
Isaac T. Goodnow was born at Whitingham, Windham County, Vermont, January 17, ISl-t, and died at
Manhattan, Riley County, Kansas, March 20, 1894.
He was the fourt"h child of William and Sybil (Arms)
Goodnow. His father was born at Petersham, Massachusetts, and was a descendant of one of three
brothers who came to the Massachusetts Colony from
England at an early day. When a young man he
went to Vermont and for many years was a successful

merchant at Whitingham.
There, in 1806, he was
married to Sybil Arms, a schoolteacher and a daughter of Josiah Arms, one of the early settlers of
Brattleboro, Vermont.
When fourteen years of age heavy responsibilities

upon Isaac T. Goodnow because of the death of
The support of the family devolved on
father.
him in a large measure, necessitating much self denial
on his part as his hopes had already been centered
on collegiate training and a life in one of the profesNevertheless he went to work as a clerk in
sions.
mercantile establishments, faithful to his duties
during the day and applying himself to study at
night, hopefully looking forward and in the best way
fell

his

he could ])reparing himself for the wider environment that his ambition craved.
In 1832 Mr. Goodnow removed to the Town of
Coleraine, Vermont, where he was converted and united
with the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he
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ever after remained a devoted and useful member.
The religious emotions that had come to him aroused
new hopes and aspirations for every day as well as a
future existence and especially created a desire to
secure a better education and with this end in view
he became a student in the Wesleyan Academy at
Wilbraham, Massachusetts, attending during the
summer sessions, and taught in the public schools in
the winter.
Finally he became an instructor in the
academy and was identified thus with the institution down to 1848, having been graduated therefrom
and for ten years was a professor of natural science
and of languages. In 1848 he was elected professor
of natural science in Providence Seminary, Rhode
Island, and remained there until 1855, when he resigned to go to Kansas with the avowed purpose of
helping to make it a free state.
Carrying this project into execution, Professor
Goodnow became in 1855, one of the founders of the
He joined the New
City of Manhattan, Kansas.
England Emigrant Aid Company in their long journey to the far West, and with a colony started westward March 13, 18o5, reaching Kansas City, Missouri,
on March 18 after five days of steady travel. From
there a committee of seven was appointed, its. members being:
Isaac T. Goodnow, Luke P. Lincoln,
Charles H. Lovejoy, N. R, Wright, C. N. Wilson, A.
Browning and Joseph Winterniute, as the advance
guard of the emigrants and they pushed forward into

Kansas.
It was a historic event, when, on March 24, 1855,
just as the sun was setting, the travelers ascended
Bluemont from the north, and from its summit looked
down upon what is now the site of the beautiful and
prosperous little City of Manhattan. This committee
soon learned that there was a prior claimant to the
land they sought.
In the fall of 1854, George S.
Park, of Parkville, Missouri, had located a town site
on the Kansas River, on the southwestern part of thi:
present site, and had named it Poliska. Also, on the
northeastern part of the to-n-n site and upon the
Big Blue River, in the same fall, Samuel Dexter

Houston, of Illinois, S. W. Johnson, of Ohio, .J. M.
Russell, of Iowa, H. A. Wilcox, of Rhode Island, and
E. M. Thurston, of Maine, had located the Town of
Canton. Soon after this the Boston Colony arrived
upon the scene and were invited to join the earlier
immigrants to help build the town. They accepted
the invitation and the name of the tovm, Manhattan,
was agreed upon, this being done to comply with a
clause

in

the

constitution

of

the

Kansas Land Company, which had

Cincinnati

and

also arrived.

In 1857 Mr. Goodnow returned to the East and
spent the

summer

in the

New England

states, raising,

meantime, the sum of $4,000 for the building
of the first Methodist Church edifice west of
Lawrence,
Kansas. Next, in connection with the plans of Rev.
Denison
and
Rev.
Joseph
Washington Marlatt, ho
conceived the idea of establishing a college at Manhattan, to be under the auspices of the Methodist
Church. Mr. Goodnow spent the years 1858, 1859 and
1860 ia the East, and through his pleas raised the
funds for the building of Bluemont College and for
in the

equipment.. The college was
in the latter part of 1859, but
its

opened for students
Baker University, at

Baldwin, Kansas, another Methodist institution, had,
in the meantime been established, and it was deemed
not wise to endeavor to maintain two Methodist colleges in the state, hence plans were made and carried
to the end of making Bluemont College the nucleus
of

what

is

now

the Kansas State Agricultural Col-
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For many years Mr. Gooilnow served on the
board of trustees of Baker University.
As a lover of liberty, Isaac T. Uooduow ventured
his all to lielj) to make Kansas a free state and by
men such as lie, the end was accomplished. Not to
him nor to any of his coadjutors did it appear what
historic work they had a hand in achieving.
In the fall of 1862 Mr. Goodnow was elected state
superintendent of public instruction and was reelected in 1S(54. This office was one for which he was
eminently litted, and he was iulluential in shaping tlie
lege.

educational policy of the state as to the public school
its colleges, university and normal school.
The Kansas State Agricultural College began its
existence in July, 1863, while he was state superintendent of public instruction. In 1867 Mr. Goodnow
was selected agent for the disposal of tlie 9u,OU0
acres of the agricultural college lands and tliis position he held until 1873 with great success. Por nearly
seven years he was land commissioner for the Missouri, Kansas and Texas KaUroad, and during that
time, from 1869 to 1876, he sold a great deal of laud.
While tims occupied he lived at Neosha Palls, Kansas.
Isaac T. Goodnow was married August U8, 1838, to
Siie
Ellen D. Deuison, of Colerain, Massachusetts.
was a daughter of Maj. David and Lucy (Avery)
Deuison, and was a sister of Hev. Josepii iJenison,
whose name is closely ideutilied with the early history
of Kansas.
Tiiey were not blessed with children of
their own but they reared as a cherished daughter a
niece of Mr. Goodnow, Miss liarriet A. I'arKerson,
who survives them and is a universally esteemed resident of Manhattan, a lady of culture and many acMrs. Goodnow survived her husband
complisiimeuts.
for SIX years, leaving in her passing from life memories of noble qualities and a blameless existence.
In his political views Mr. Goodnow was a pronounced rcpublicau and had been an important factor
in the party at times, but after 1876 he accepted no
The evening of his
office of public responsibility.
life was passed in the city ne had helped to found
and was serene and unclouded, surrounded by all the
comforts that loving care could bestow, and upheld
by the consciousness that he liad not lived in vain.
Few men of his day were more widely known in
Kansas, and also in the eastern states nis acquaintance was wide and his friends many. Almost from
childhood he unselfishly bore burdens for others and
his public efforts were all directed toward helpfulness
for those in need and not to advance his own fortunes nor add luster to his name.

system,

Hugh Ellsworth West has been one of the most
prominent citizens of Independence for many years,
though his interests as an oil operator have extended
far and wide and now include valuable holdings in
perhaps half a dozen states. The family w^ere pioneers in Indiana, in which state in Clinton County
Hugh E. West was born December 11, 1864. His
great-grandfather William West was a native of
Kentucky, and went into Indiana when almost the
entire state

was

a wilderness.

He

died in Clinton
County when ninety-six years of age, while his wife
lived to be ninety-one. The West family came originally from Scotland and from Virginia moved across
the mountains to Kentucky, where they were identified with the first settlement.
The grnmlfather of
Mr. West was also named William and he was born
in Indiana in 1819, spent his life as a farmer and
died in Clinton County in 1874.
Samuel M. West, father of Hugh West, was born

County, Indiana, in 1843, was reared and
married there, and at the beginning of the Civil war
in 1861 enlisted in the Twenty-sixth Indiana Infantry. In the Battle of Prairie Grove, Arkansas,
he was badly wounded, was incapacitated for further service, and never completely recovered his
In 1870 he moved to Elk City, Kansas,
strength.
and was engaged in the real estate business for many
years. He died at Elk City in August, 1915. He was
a member of the United Brethren Church. Samuel
M. West married Marie P. Hamilton, who was born
in Boone County, Indiana, in 1844, and died at Elk
Their children were: Hugh
City, Kansas, in 1880.
E.; Glendora, wife of Joe Johansen, who is in the
milling business at Independence; W. M. West, a
blacksmith in South Dakota; and C. M. West, an oil
producer living at Wann, Oklahoma. For his second wife Samuel West married Katy Arnold, who
came from Indiana and is still living at Elk City.
Their one child, Othel H., is now connected with the
Cleveland Oil and Gas Company at Cleveland,
in Clinton

Oklahoma.

Hugh E. West was about fifteen years of age when
his parents came to Kansas, and after the death of
his mother, which occurred soon afterwards, he went
to work on his own account. Thus he hail very little
schooling, and has really educated himself by study
and observation and practical experience.
For a
time he was employed in a brickyard, and then
became connected with the Deering Harvester Company of Chicago and traveled for several years
on the road. In 1892 he had advanced so far as to
be able to buy a farm in Chautauqua County, Kansas, and he lived on and conducted that place for
five years.
In 1897 he moved to Peru, Kansas, and
conducted a marble yard and sold tombstones until
1902.
After selling his farm of 200 acres in Chautauqua
County and his interests in the marble business, Mr.
West went to Chautauriua County, Kansas, and there
first became actively identi''cd with the oil indusSince 1906 he has had his home and headquartry.

Independence. His oil holdings now extend
throughout the state, and also to Oklahoma and other
states.
He is a director in several oil compan'es. In
Oklahoma his holdinsrs are in Washington, Nowata,
Osage and Tulsa counties, while in Kansas they are
located in Chautaunua, Montgomery and Miami
counties. All thepe properties are producing oil, and
in addition he has leases to consiilerable oil lands.
He has also acquired extensive hoMings of farm
lands in Chautauqua County, Kansas, Tnlsa County,
Oklahoma, Little River and Desha counties, Arkansas, and has other lands in East Carroll and Webster
ters in

]iarishps in

Louisiana.

Mr. West is a stanch republican. He has been a
meinbor of the school board continuously for twentytwo years excepting eight months, and is now on the
board at Independence and takes much interi^st in
affnirs.
Since 1889 he has been n member
of the Modern Woodmen of America at Peru, Kansas.
In 1915 he was associated with R. S. Litchfield
and A. C. Stich, both of whom have since ilied, in
erecting one of the finest mausoleums in the state
scliool

at Independence.

Mr. West and family reside nt 618 West Maple
In 1889 at Elk City he married Miss Mollie
A. Piper, daughter of R. H. anci Eli'nbpth
Piper,

Street.

both of whom are now deceased, her father
having
been a farmer. To their marriage have been born
two children: Helen, wife of W. H. Eyssen, a con-
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tractor at Independence; and Delia, wife of H. P.
Decker, who lives at Independence, and is associated
with Mr. West in the oil business.
It should perhaps be mentioned that Mr. West
together with William E. Connelly of Topeka were at
the head of the association which brought about the
investigation and legislation against the Standard
Oil Company in Kansas during the years 1904-05.

William Cochran Hall, M. D., has lived at Coffeynearly thirty years. As a physician and surgeon

ville

,

he has been successful, as is indicated by the numerous professional relations he has enjoyed as physician
and surgeon to a large number of the railway companies and other industrial organizations of that section of the state.
But Doctor Hall's usefulness has
not been confined entirely within the lines of his profession. He is one of the men who have made CoffeyHe has helped bring many of its indusville a city.
tries and organizations, and has aided in numerous
worthy enterprises inaugurated for the welfare of
the community.
He helped bring in manufacturing
plants, helped to establish the opera house, and his
influence and means have been connected in one way
or another with many industrial plants of the city.
As a member and president of the Commercial Club
he was especially forward in this work, also assisted
by taking stock in many business organizations.
Representing in ancestry some of the flower of old
Virginia and colonial stock, Doctor Hall was born
at Bell in Highland County, Ohio, October 29, 1860.
As a boy he attended the public schools of Highland

and Adams counties, Ohio, and took summer courses
different normals.
Like
sional men he did his first

in

many

successful

profes-

work as a teacher. In
1880 he grnduated from the normal department of the
National Normal University at Lebanon under Professor Holbrook.
He did his first school work as a
the age of seventeen.
He taught four
terms and in the meantime took up the study of
medicine at West Union, Ohio, and in 1885 was graduated M. D. from the College of Physicans and SurWith all the heavy demands
geons at Baltimore.
made uron his professional time, not to speak of his
business and civic responsibilities, Doctor Hall has
kei t pace with the advance made in medical affairs
during the th-rty years since he graduated. In 1896
he took a course in the Chicago Policlinic and has
pursued other courses in the medical schools of
He located for practice at Latham, Ohio,
Chicago.
but after nine months, while still retaining the practice he had built up in that community, he moved his
home to Sinking Springs, Ohio, where he remained
about a year.
On April 25, 1887, Dr. Hall arrived in Coffeyville,
which was then a comparatively young city, and
deriving some of its chief importance from its position as the gate city into Indian Territory.
Since
that date, for thirty years, he has enjoyed a large
general medical and surgical practice, but his reputation is particularly based upon his skill as a surgeon.
His ofBces are at 818 Maple street, and he resides at
402 West Ninth street.
Doctor Hall is a member of the County and State
Medical societies, the Southeastern Kansas Medical
Society, and has served as president in both the
County and Southeastern Kansas medical societies and
the American Medical Association
He is division surgeon for the Missouri Pacific and St. Louis,
Iron Mountain & Southern Railway companies, is
local surgeon for the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Rail-

teacher at

road, for the Santa

Fe RaUway Company, and

is

also

1855

surgeon for the Rea-Patterson Milling Company and
the Lodowici-Celadon Company, and for several brick
plants, smelters

and other large corporations.

In a business way he is financially interested in the
Mecca Hotel at Coffeyville and has some very exten-

sive real estate holdings in the
city besides a farm of
330 acres near Coffeyville. He is a director in the

Condon National Bank, is president of the
Coffeyville
Gas and Fuel Company, and served as jiresident of
the Coffeyville Commercial Club, and it was
during
the time of his membership of this club that the orsucceeded in bringing to Coffeyville so
factories and industries.
He also served as
president of the board of education and as health
ganization

many

officer.

Fraternally

Doctor Hall

is

affiliated

with

Lodge No. 102, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, and was made junior warden the
same night he completed his third degree. He is
Coffeyville

also a

member

of Wichita Consistory No. 2 of the
and was originally a member of the
Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Leavenworth, but
now belongs to Mirzah Temple at Pittsburg, Kansas.
He is a charter member of Coffeyville Lodge No. 279,
Ancient Order United Workmen, a charter member of
Camp No. 665, Modern Woodmen of America, a charter member of the Royal
Neighbors, ami a charter
member of Coffeyville Lodge of Elks. He was formerly affiliated with the Knights of Pythias.
On June 15, 1887, Doctor Hall was married in
Highland County, Ohio, to Miss Sarah H. Kite. Her
father was the late Rev. Addison Hite, a Methodist
Scottish

Rite,

Mrs. Hall died at Coffeyville in April, 1906,
leaving two children: Levera May, wife of George F.
Lisle, manager of a dry goods store at Chetojia, Kansas; and William Carlton, who was in the Kansas
State University during 1914-15, and is now a student in the Manhattan Agricultural College.
In
August, 1907, at Golden. Illinois, Doctor Hall married
Mi«s Nellie E. MacCord, daugliter of Mr. and Mrs.
Morris F. MacCord. Her father, who died in
1913,
was the oldest school teacher in Oklahoma, and had
been active in that profession for fiftv years. Mrs.
Hall's mother still lives at Golden, Illinois. Dr. and
Mrs. Hall have a daughter, Norroena Helen, who was
born January 25, 1914.
During Cleveland's second
administration. Doctor Hall was a member of the
board of pension examiners.
Politically he is an
active democrat.
Some reference should now be made to his parents
and ance.stors. The Halls came originally from England to New Jersey, then moved to Virginia, and still
later to Oh'o.
His great-grandfather, George Hall,
a nat've of New Jersey, acquired a tract of land in
old Virginia along the frontier, was a
participant in
some of the early Indian wars, and about 1806 was
accidentally killed while cleaning his gun.
Doctor
Hall 's grandfather, Jacob M. Hall, was horn near
the historic battleground of Point Pleasant in old
Virginia, now West Virginia, in 1802. When he was
a boy the family moved across the Ohio River into
Ohio, and he became a farmer and stockman in the
latter state.
He lived for many years at Bell, Ohio,
where Doctor Hall was born, aiidwas st-11 n resident
there at the time of his death in 1877, tliough his
death occurred at Dunkinsville. He was a whig and
afterwards a rcubliean.
Jacob M. Hall married
She was born in Washin<:ton. KenPolly Cochran.
Her
tucky, in 1800, and died at Bell, Ohio, in 1880
ancestor, .John Cochran, was a sea captain and came
from Scotland, and one of the Cochrans served as a
soldier in the Revolution, being one of the direct
ancestors of Doctor HaU, who ia thus eligible to
minister.
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inembcrsliip iu the Sons of the American Revolution.
There are two children of Jacob M. Hall and wife
still living: Louisa, wife of John Frump, who was a
veteran of the Ciril War and now a retired farmer
near Bell, Ohio; and Matilda, who resides at Bell,
and first married a Mr. Frump, who died as a Union
soldier in the war, and afterwards married L. G.
Douglas, now deceased.
Carey F. Ilall, father of Doctor Hall, was born at
Bell, Ohio, in October, 1837, and died in Scioto
He grew up in
County, Ohio, in December, 1895.
Highland County and one of his play and school mates
as a boy was Hannah Milburn, who was born in Highland County in 1839. When school days were past

they married, and Carey Hall then took up merchandising, was also a dealer in real estate, and in 1868
moved to Adams County, Ohio, and in 1893 to Scioto
County, where he spent his last days. During the war
he was a Home Guard and took part in the jmrsuit
of Morgan during the latter "s raid through southern
Indiana and southern Ohio. He was a man of fine
integrity of character, was highly esteemed by his
neighbors. For many years he held the office of justice of the peace and few ever had reason to appeal
from his careful decisions to higher courts. Ho was
a democrat, a member of the Methodist Church and a
wife, who is
the following
children: Dr. William C. Hall; Luella Nora, wife of
John Clinton Price, a traveling salesman at Coffeyville; Laura Collier, who died at the age of eighteen;
Verdie K., wife of Hardy E. Stanfield, a conductor on
the interurban system and living at Coffeyville; Cary
Franklin, a music dealer at Coffeyville.
Hannah Milburn, the doctor's mother, is a daughter of Daniel Milburn, who was born iu Pennsvlvania
He was
in 1812, and died at Bell, Ohio, in 1894.
reared and married in his native state, then went to
Highland County, Ohio, and as an early settler cleared
up a tract of land adjoining the estate where Doctor
D.oniel Milburn
Hall's paternal grandfather lived.

Mason and Odd Fellow. He and his
now living at Coffeyville, Kansas, had

Dr. Thaddeus C. Frazier, of Coffeyville, may still
further be considered because he is the pioneer
medical man of this citj'.
For forty-two years he
has been a physician and surgeon here and addia
leader in all forward movetionally has been
ments, .-uiccpting public jiositions as a helpful means
of progress for the city, encouraging educational
movements and through his stability of character
conferring honor u])On this whole section.
Doctor Frazier was born in Henry County, TenHis parents were Wilnessee, December 14, 1841.
lijun and .Judith Ann (Sheb) Frazier.
The Fraziers
were of Scotch extraction but the founders of the
American branch came from the North of Ireland
and settled in Virginia and North Carolina in colonial days.
The grandfather of Doctor Frazier.
Juli.an Frazier, was born in North Carolina.
He
removed to Tennessee where he subsequently died
leaving a large estate to his children. He had been
an influential man in politics and at one time served

member of the Tennessee Legislature.
William Frazier, father of Doctor Frazier, was
born in North Carolina, in 1812, and died at WichHe married Judith Ann Sheb,
ita, Kansas, in 1895.
who was born in Henry County, Tennessee, in 1815.
and died there in 184.5. They were the parents of
as a

four

children:

Samuel

who

V.,

died

in

1872,

in

Green County, Missouri, was in business as a counWilliam M., who is a
try merchant; Thaddeus C.
resident of Los Angeles, California, is a wholesale
dealer in fruit and produce and has business houses
in Wichita, Hutchinson and Anthony, Kansas; and
a daughter that died in inf.ancy. When young the
fatlier of the above f.-unily accompanied his parents
In early manhood he reto Knoxville, Tennessee.
moved to Henry County and there was a farmer
and stockman. In 1874 he came to Kansas. In
Both he and wife were
politics he was a democrat.
;

members of the

Cliristian

(Disciples)

Church.

was a

Thaddeus C. Frazier attended the
piiblic schools and later had academic advantages
at Paris, Tennessee, following which he became a

Constantine FRAztER, M. D.
A usecrowded with activity and crowned with
achievement both as a physician and as a citizen,

in the state university at Columbia, MisShortly after entering this institution the
war was precipitated and in June, 1861. the
youth went to the front as a member of the Eighth
Division, Missouri State Guard, in which he served
until the battle of Wilson's Creek, on August 10.
It is not for
1861, in which he lost his right arm.
the biographer to say what such a loss must have
been on the threshold of manhood. It has been said
that courage is a tremendous coristructive force and
seeminglv Doctor Frazier has proved in his career
The seriousness of his
the truth of this assertion.
injury kept him an invalid for some time and he
went to Texas and remained there until 1868, in
the meanwhile preparing for the practice of medicine, completing his medical course in the Louisville
Medical University.
After practicing for a few months as an undergraduate, in Greene County, Missouri, in 1869 Doctor
Frazier came to Montgomery County, Kansas, locating in the old Town of Parker, situated three miles
from the present City of Coffeyville, coming to the
latter place in the beginning of its history, in 1874,
His practhe first resident physician and surgeon.
tice has been general in character and his territory
has covered a considerable field, this being especially
the ease in earlier years.
Politically Doctor Frazier is a democrat but his
conceptions of civic duty and responsibility have not
confined him to party lines in the administration of

wliig and republican, and was extremely devoted during all his active years to the Methodist
Church.
He held all the lay offices and did much
to strengthen the influence of the church in his
community. Daniel Milburn married Esther A. Rice,
who was born in Pennsylvania in 1814, and died near
"Their children now living are:
Bell, Ohio, in 1901.
Mrs. Hannah (Milburn) Hall, the doctor's mother;
Hester, who resides near Hillsboro, Ohio, widow of
Andrew Holt, who was a veteran of the Union army;
Valinda, wife of William Ream, a retired carpenter
and builder near Hillsboro, Ohio; Aaron W., who
occupies the gld Milburn homestead in Ohio; Melissa,
who is unmarried and lives with her sister Hester at
Hillsboro; Angeline, wife of A. W. Lucas, a farmer
and stockman near Hillsboro. Two other Milburn
children are deceased, a daughter having died at the
age of two years, and Martilla, after her marriage
to Jacob Butler, who is also deceased.
The Milburn
ancestors came originally from Germany and settled
in Pennsylvania in colonial times.
Doctor Hall's
great-grnndfather in the maternal line was Andrew
Milburn, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1786, and
was one of those who pioneered into the wilderness
of Highland County, Ohio, where he helped clear away
the timber and break up the soil. He died in that
county in 1876 at the age of ninety.

Thaddeu.<!

ful

life

In

boyhood

student
souri.
Civil
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For four years he served as mayor
public office.
of Coffeyville, during which time many measures of
public welfare were adopted and wise laws enforced.
For one year he was a member of the city council
and for one year served as commissioner when such
For eight
office was a part of city representation.
years he served as city physician. In his long professional career Doctor Frazier has accumulated
some valuable real estate, included in which is his
residence at 1411 Maple Street, in which he maintains his office.
He is unmarried. He assisted in
the organization of the Montgomery County Medical
Society and later was active in its reorganization.
For many years Doctor Frazier has been prominently identified with the fraternal order of Odd
Fellows in both branches, is past noble grand in
encampment and canton, present deputy commander
patriarch militant of Kansas; has served as grand
patriarch of the encampment of the state and served
one term as grand warden of the Grand Lodge of
Odd Fellows of Kansas. Formerly he was a member of the Knights of Honor.
He is one of the
representative men of Montgomery County.

Hakey "W. Bouck. The proprietor and editor of
the Crawford County Enterprise, at Girard, Kansas,
is a worthy representative of the younger journalistic
element of Crawford County.
To a very considerable extent, it is this element in any community,
especially outside of the larger cities, which infuses
It
spirit and zest into the activities of the place.
is this element whose entrance upon the arena of
active life dates not farther back than a decade and
a half of years which monopolizes most of the vigor,
zeal and pushing energy which keeps the nerves of
the newspaper world ramifying through all the lesser towns of the country strung to the full tension
of strenuous endeavor.
pronounced type of the
class of tireless workers thus described, Mr. Bouck
has been identified with the newspaper business
since his thirteenth year, and, in spite of his youth,

A

his experience has been broad and his training com'
prehensive.
Harry W. Bouck was born at Greeley, Anderson
County, Kansas, May 10, 1892, and is a son of William and Zua (Wilcox) Bouck. The family originated
either in Germany or Holland, and it is probable that
the great-great-grandfather of Harry W. Bouck
was the original emigrant to New York. His greatgrandfather was Aaron Bouck, a carpenter and
builder of the Empire state, who died at Albany, in
1879.
Christopher Bouck, the grandfather of Harry
W., was born in 1842, in Broome County, New York,
and was there educated, reared and married. In 1861,
he was among the first to answer President Lincoln's
call for volunteers, and, enlisting in a New York
regiment, went to the front in time to take part in
the disastrous defeat of the Union army at Bull
Run. Later he fought all through the Civil war, par-

ticipating in many important engagements, and on
one occasion being captured by the enemy and confined in the notorious Libby Prison. At the close of
the war, with an excellent military record, he returned
to Albany, where he operated a grain elevator until
1873, in that year making his way to the West and
settling in Iowa. In the following year he moved on
to Greeley, Kansas, where he buUt the only grist mill
ever operated at that place, but after two years sold
out his interests and engaged in the threshing machine
and sawmill business, which he followed until his
retirement.
His death occurred at Greeley in 1903.
Mr. Bouck was a good man of business and a citizen

who had
he came
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the esteem and respect of those with
into contact.

He was

a

"

whom
"

in
greenbacker
and was fraternally identified with the
politics
of
In
York
New
he was married
Knights
Pythias.
to Miss Mary Elizabeth Engle, who was born in 1846,
still
him
and
survives
at Greeley, and they became
the parents of three children
William Jessie, who
became the wife of the late W. A. Savage, from whom
William Bouck learned the jewelry business; and
Grace, who married J. K. Brady, and resides at
:

;

Greeley.

William Bouck was born November 16, 1867, at
Albany, New York, and was still a lad when the famA few months later, in 1874,
ily moved to Iowa.
they came to Kansas, and at Greeley the youth re-

He learned the
his educational training.
jeweler 's trade there and followed it successfully
until 1908, when he came to Girard and established
himself in business. He has built up a good patronage here and is known as one of the city 's most
In polities he maintains an
substantial merchants.
independent stand. Mr. Bouck is an active member
of the Commercial Club, and is very prominent in
fraternal circles, having been for eleven years a
member of Corouado Lodge No. 163, Knights of
Pythias, in which he has held all the important
offices, having been a representative to the Grand
Lodge of the state four times, and now being past
chancellor commander. Mr. Bouck married Miss Zua
Wilcox, who was born in 1867, at Ashtabula, Ohio,
a daughter of the late John Wilcox, who was for
many years a river pilot. Mrs. Bouck died in a hospital at Kansas City, Missouri, in 190.';, and was laid
Of the four chilto rest in the cemetery at Greeley.
dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Bouck, Harry W. is the
only survivor, the other three having died young.
Harry W. Bouck was educated in the graded
schools of Greeley and the high school at Girard, and
from the age of thirteen years has been identified
He served his apprenticeship
with newspaper work.
on the Lawrence World and the Topeka Capitol, and
has followed his trade of printer at Platte City, MisIn 1912
souri, Garnett, Kansas, and at other places.
he secured a one-half interest in the Alma Signal, at
Akna, Kansas, and continued with that paper until
January 1, 1915, when he returned to Girard and
bought a one-half interest in the Crawford County
Enterprise, later becoming sole owner of the plant
and paper by purchase. This newspaper, which was
brought from Hepler, Kansas, in 1913, is a weekly
republican organ, the county seat paper, and circuIts
lates in Crawford and the surrounding counties.
ceived

well-equipped plant, in which modern machinery has
been installed, is located on South Ozark Street, near
the Square.
The Enterprise, as conducted by Mr.
Bouck, is one of the helpful influences in promoting
Its columns are
Girard 's welfare and progress.
always open to matters which affect the city and the
county and it supports unreservedly those things
which make for better citizenship, higher morality
and an elevation of educational standards. WhUe
a supporter of the republican party, it endeavors
to give to its readers an unbiased view of the quesIts editorials are timely and contions of the day.

and its local matter interesting and reliable.
Connected with the plant is a job printing establishment capable of turning out first-class work.
Mr. Bouck is widely known in journalistic circles,
being a member of the Kansas State Editorial Association and secretary of the Crawford County EdiHe served one term as president
torial Association.
of the local typographical union and is a member of
cise,
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Mr. Bouck
the International Typographical Union.
Club
president of the Gir.ard Commercial
and a member of the publicity committee. He is
to the
unmarried.
Tolitically, his support is given
republican partv, and "his fraternal connection is with
Coronado Lodge No. 163, Knights of Pythias.

is also vice

Mask D. Mitchell, who was born at Franklin,
Pennsylvania, April 15, 1871, is a lawyer by proto
fession, but has used his legal knowledge chiefly

•further his interests and those of his associates as
an oil producer in Kansas. He has operated in various fields both East and "West, and is now one of
the prominent business men of Independence.
His father, John L. Mitchell, was born in Center
County. Pennsylvania, in 1836, a son of Thomas
who
Mitchell, also a native of Pennsylvania, but
died at Ashtabula, Ohio. John L. Mitchell died in

Franklin, Pennsylvania, in 1898, having spent most
of his life in that city, where he was a banker, a
prominent citizen, and a leader in the republican
born
partv. He married Harriet Raymond, who was
at rtica, Pennsylvania, in 1837, and died at FrankTheir children were: John R.,
lin in January, 1915.
a banker at St. Paul, Minnesota: Lida, who lives at
Cleveland, Ohio; Mark D.: Thomas, an oil producer
living at Franklin, Pennsylvania; Lynn, a banker at
St. Paul, Minnesota.
;Mark P. ^fitchell graduated from the high school
of Franklin, Pennsylvania, in 1890 and then entered
Amherst College, where he completed the regular
course and graduated Bachelor of Science in 1894.
His education was continued in the New York Law
School, from which he holds the degree LL. B.,
granted him in 1896. For about two years after
leaving university he engaged in various occupations,
but since 1898 has been identified almost altogether
with the oil industry. He was an operator in Pennsylvania felds, but since 1907 has had his home at
Indeppndence, Kansas. He now has extensive leases
in Wayside, Chanute, and Humboldt districts in
Kansas, and in the Ramsey Pool and Aluwee, Oklahoma. He is president of the Amherst Oil Company,
which operates in the Wayside field and has headquarters at Independence, and is president of the
Second Oil Company of Aluwee, Oklahoma.
At Independence, Mr. Jfitchell residi^s at 325 West
Main Street. While living at Franklin, Pennsylvania, he served on the school board. He is a republican, and has been a trustee and very active
member in the Presbyterian Church. He is affiliated

with Myrtle Lodge, Ancient Free and .Accepted Masons, at Franklin, Pennsylvania, with Franklin
Chanter, Royal Arch Masons, Franklin Commandery,
Knitrbts Templar, and w^ith Mirzah Temple of the
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at Pittsburg, Kansas.
He also bplon^s to the Delta ITpsilon College fraternitv. In 1900 at Franklin, Pennsylvania, he married Miss Margaret C. Brown, daughter of Rev. T.
Edwin and Elizabeth Brown, who reside with their
dauchter, Mrs. ^litchell. Her father is a retired
minister of the Baptist Churcli.
Mr. and Mrs.
Mitchell have one daughter, Jane, now in the public
schools.

John F. Fosha. Some of the finest lands of Riley
Countv are responding to the intelligent management
•f .John F. Fosha as a farmer and stock raiser. His
home is in Mad'son township, and his record of enterprise in that locality covers a period of nearly twenty
years. In that time he has had the usual vicissitudes

which beset Kansas farmers, such as dry weathes,
bad
floods, poor markets, but through good years and
he has contrived to prosper and is now the owner of
a splendid estate comprising 1,040 acres. He is one
of the large crop raisers of the county, and in live
stock his specialty is Hampshire hogs.
The presence of the Fosha family in Kansas is
accounted for by the investment of a prosperous Illinois farmer in the lands of this state. About thirty
years ago John F. Fosha, Sr., visited Riley County,
three and a half sections of land in
"and

acquired
the vicinity of the town of Riley. He never became a
permanent settler of Kansas, but after making this
investment he returned to his .home in Stephenson
County, Illinois, where he had become wealthy as an
Illinois farmer and where he spent the rest of his
Because of his extensive investments in Kandays.
sa.s and the presence here of several of his children,
it is appropriate to quote some portions of an article
which appeared in the Freeport (Illinois) Democrat
following the death of Mr. Fosha, Sr., which occurred
at his Illinois home near Freeport in December, 1901.

John Fosha was a German by birth, and his birthday
was January 12, 1834. When but a small child he
was brought by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Fosha, to America.
They settled in Maryland first,
and afterwards moved to Virginia, where they remained until 1848, when the family came overland
to Ogle County, this state, and began farming near
Mount Morris. John Fosha lived at home and helped
to develop the farm until after his marriage to Miss
Mina Schueneman, which occurred in this city, Feb' '

ruary 24, 1856, the Rev. William Wagner officiating,
after which he became a farmer on his own account,
and was one of the most prosperous and successful
ones this part of the state ever produced. He lived
in Ogle County until his death.
"Few men, and especially farmers, achieve the financial success that Mr. Fosha did. He began life with
absolutely nothing and died one of the heaviest land
owners and wealthiest men of the county. His homestead of 640 acres is one of the best and most highly
improved farms in Northwes^rn Illinois, with the
to
very best class of farm buildings that add greatly
Besides that he owned a considerable
value.
its
amount of land in Ogle County, and 2,240 acres in
ten large farms,
Riley County, Kansas, divided into
some of which are- held by his sons and others rented.
And almost from the organization of the institution
he has been a hea^•y stockholder in the German Insurance Company, having served on the directory for
twenty-two years continuously, except for one or two
was also a
years when his brother took his place. He
director of the German hank.
.\s well as being a most successful business man.
Mr. Fosha was a man of the highest character, and
had an important place in the county's history. He
was licld in the highest regard by every one and was
a genial, companionable man in social life. He was
a democrat in politics, and one of the county leaders,
but always declined any office except road overseer
and school director."
He reared a family of four sons and four daughHis widow survives him and is still occupying
ters.
Of their children three reside
the old Illinois home.
in Rilev Countv: John F.; Henry, of Grant Township: and Mrs.'F. C. Otto.
It was on the old homestead in Stephenson County,
Illinois, that John F. Fosha, Jr., was born April 19,
of
1875, ,iust 100 years of the day after the battle
Lexington which ushered in the war of the RevoluHis early life was spent on an Hlinois farm,
tion.
'

'
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his education came from tlie public schools.
1897, when about twenty-one years of age, he came
to Riley County and has since made a remarkable
success as a farmer and stock raiser.
It was about the time that he located in Riley
County, in 1897, that Mr. Fosha married Miss Anna
Stadel.
Mrs. Fosha is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

and

Fred Stadel, who also came from Illinois to Kansas,
becoming settlers in Riley County, and they now live
Mr.
in Bala township, a few miles north of Riley.
and Mrs. Fosha are the parents of four children:
Amelia.
The parents and
Ervin, Eddie, John and
their children are

members of the Presbyterian church.

Richard Yates Kennedy.
ence,

of

manifest

sympathy,

A man
of

of genial presresourceful brain

and high educational standards, is found in Richard
Tates Kennedy, principal of the Coffeyville High
He has had many years of experience iu
School.
the educational field, some thirty-tliree more or less
continuous, and there are few problems of a teacher's life that he has not, at one time or another,
Professor Kennedy has been a
successfully solved.
resident of Kansas since 1887, has valuable property investments in Montgomery County, and social,
business and civic interests at Coffeyville.

Richard Yates Kennedy was born in Whiteside
County, Illinois, February 16, 1862, and is a son
of Robert M. and Martha P. (Roberts) Kenned}',
and a grandson of John Kennedy. The gi'andfather
was born in Pennsylvania, of Scotch parentage, and
died in that state many years ago. By trade he was
a cabinetmaker and he lived in Franklin County.
Robert M. Kennedy was born in Franklin County,
Pennsylvania, in January, 1823, and died in Whiteside County, Illinois, in December, 1912.
At the
age of seventeen years he went to Lawrenceburg,
Indiana, and while living there worked as a carIn 1855 he removed to Whitepenter and farmer.
side County, Illinois, securing a homestead on which
In many rehe lived during the rest of his life.
spects he was a man to be looked up to and his fellow
citizens recognized his sterling character and superior judgment by frequently electing him to ofBces
of trust in his township. He served as a justice of

the peace

and for fourteen consecutive years was

township assessor. He was a consistent member of
the Presbyterian Church, belonged to the Masonic
fraternity and to the Caledonian Club, a social
organization.

At I^awrenceburg, Indiana, Robert M. Kennedy
was married to Miss Martha P. Roberts, who was
born there in 1826 and now resides in Whiteside
To this marriage the following
County, Illinois.
children were born: Joseph, who enlisted in 1861
war, as a member of the
Forty-sixth Illinois Inf.nntry, died of dysentery, at
Natchez, Missipsippi; William E., who is a contractor doing business in Wliiteside County, is a
veteran of the Civil war, enlisting in the Seventyfifth Illinois Infantry and suffered incarceration in
Libby prison; Alice, who is the wife of Wesley
Sayers, a retired merchant of Dayton, Washington;
Henry G., who died in 1863, at the age of seventeen years; Catherine, who is the wife of William
E. Brown, who has a large ranch near Waitsburg,
Washington; Alfred, who died at the age of two
and one-half years; Luther, who died in infancy;
H. M., who died in 1905 at the age of forty-two
years, was a farmer in Whiteside County; Richard
Yates; Clara, who is the wife of James Crom, who
is a prominent citizen of Twin Falls, Idaho;
and
for

service

in

the Civil

1859

who

Grace,

is the wife of Edward Janvrin, a
prosfarmer and stockman of Wliiteside County,

jierous
Illinois.

R. Y. Kennedy in boyhood attended the excellent
public schools of Whiteside County.
Subsequently
he entered the State Normal School at Bloomington,
Illinois, and still later became a student in Dixon
College, Dixon, Illinois, from which institution he
was graduated in 1890, with the degree of Bachelor
of Science.
Since then he has freqnently attended
summer sessions at the Chicago University and the
Kansas State University, the acquisition of learning
being his ideal of enjoying a vacation.
In 1883 Mr. Kennedy began to teach school and
continued to teach in Whiteside County for the
In 1887 he came to Kansas and
next four years.
bought a farm, largely as an investment because his
He refield of preferred labor was educational.
sumed teaching and continued in the schools of
Montgomery County until 1894. In that year >he
accepted a teaching position in one of the city
schools of Coffeyville and in 1905 became teacher of
history in the Coffeyville High School and two years
To this
later was made principal of the high school.
solid learning and
instructor and combines with
teaching efficiency the practical qualities which are
equally needed in one who is at the head of such an
He has under his supervision 20 teachinstitution.
office

Principal

broad

ers

vision

Kennedy brought
an

as

and 430 pupils.

In

Wliiteside

County,

Illinois,

in

April,

1886,

Mr. Kennedv was united in marriage with Miss Axa
Her parents were Sanson and Elizabeth
B. Wink.
Wink, the former of whom, once a prosperous farmer
The mother
in Whiteside County is now deceased.
of Mrs. Kennedy, now aged eighty-six years, resides
Mr. and Mrs.
at Sterling, in Wliitqpide County.
Kennedy have seven children, as follows: Ola M.,
who is a resident of Twin Falls, Idaho, is bookkeeper
for Charles Munson, a wholesale dealer; Flossie,
who is a graduate of the Coffeyville High School
and the Kansas State Normal School at Emporia,
is teaching in the schools of Tulsa, Oklahoma; Florence, who is a graduate of several institutions, is
the wife of Charles N. Brooks, who is superintendent of construction for the W. S. Dickey Clay
Company of Chattanooga, Tennessee; Dewitt, who is
employed at Coffeyrille in the Cudahy Refining Company's plant; Leah, who is a graduate of the Coffeyville High School, is a sophomore in the State
Normal School at Pittsburg, Kansas; Gretchen,

who

is

a student in the Coffeyville High School; and
is a pupil in the Eighth Grade in the

Maxon, who

city public school.
In politics Mr.

Kennedy is aflBliated with the
republican party. Formerly he was an active member of the Modern Woodmen of America and the
Knights of Pythias but more recently has confined
h'S attention to organizations connected with his
profession and is a member of the Kansas State
Kansas' Southeastern
the
Teachers'
Association,
Teachers' Association, and the National Association
of High School Principals, the last named being a
newly formed body. With his family Mr. Kennedy
belongs to the Presbyterian Church and is a member
of the ,sessions. Interested in everything tliat promises intellectual
in his city, he

advancement and additional culture

consented to be a member of the
He still
directing board of the Carnegie Library.
retains his farm of 160 acres situated one-half mile
north of Bolton, and owns his comfortable residence
at 106 West First Street, Coffeyville.
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Prof. James Anderson Yates.

North Carolina,

may

be

traced

From England

iu colonial times, the

by generations as

it

to

Yates family
extended into

Tennessee and Kentucky and 1916 finds it firmly and
honorably established in other states. For two decades
this name in Kansas has been connected with the
educational field, the scholastic attainments of Prof.
James Anderson Yates, the head of the departments
of chemical and physical sciences, in the State Manual
Training Normal School at Pittsburg, having won
recognition in this and in other large institutions of
learning. Professor Yates enjoys a wide acquaintance
with the leading scientists of the country and is
valued as a member of numerous scientific bodies.
James .\nderson Yates was born October 24, 1865,
at Bush, in Laurel County, Kentucky, and is a son of
.Tames F. Yates and a grandson and namesake of
Anderson Yates. The latter was born in 1810, in
North Carolina, and died in 1885, in Grainger County,
Tennessee, in which he had been an early settler and
farmer. He married a member of the Mitchell family.
James F. Yates was born in 1835, at Rutledge,
irainger County, Tennessee, and died at Busli, Kentucky, in August, 1903. He was reared in Tennessee
but during the Civil war went to Kentucky
When
the war opened in 1861 he enlisted for service in the
Union army, entering the Third Tennessee Volunteer
Infantry, and during his three years of military servHe
ice met with many of the serious hazards of war.
was first wounded in an engagement at London, Kentucky, and subsequently was captured by the enemy
He was
but was paroled and later exchanged.
wounded again at Resaca, Georgia, and was sent to a
As long as he lived he took pride in rehospital.
membering that he "marched with Sherman to the
sea."
After he returned to Bush, Kentucky, he
engaged in agricultural pursuits and they interested
him until the close of his life. In politics he was a
republican but never a seeker for office. As a consistent member of the Baptist Church, his fellow men
found him true to his faith and a man honest and
upright in all his dealings. He married Temperance
Smith, who was born in 1835, in Laurel County,
Kentucky, and died at Bush, in March, 1903. They
James Anderson; Sarah
had children as follows:
.Jane, who is the nnfe of Israel Howard, a farmer
near Goodman, Missouri; George W., who is a farmer,
cattle raiser and stockman and lives at Bassano,
Alberta, Canada: 'William F., who lives at Bush,
Kentucky, is a merchant and farmer; one child who
lied in infancy; and one child who lived to the age
of five years.
.Tames Anderson Yates attended the common schools
at Bush, Kentucky. Following this he taught in district schools in Laurel and Clay counties, Kentucky,
for six years and then entered the Kentucky State
He was graduated from
University, at Lexington.
that institution in 1890, with the degree of B. S. and
immediately became principal of Laurel Seminary,
where he remained for two years. Professor Yates
was then called to Cumberland College, where he
organized a science department and remained there
as its head for five years.
In 1897 Professor Yates became identified with
Ottawa University, Ottawa. Kansas, as head of the
department of natural sciences and continued in that
It was in 1907 tli.at he came
relation for ten years.
to Pittsburg .OS head of the chemical and physical
•

sciences departments in the great industrial and normal college here, and since then he has bent every
energy in making progress along these lines for the
benefit of the state 's future men and women. For this

work he is equipped by natural bent and training,
by experimental study and association with those
whose aims .and talents are like his own. He has
attended the Chicago University for six summer quarters and has won many quiet honors, and in 1899 received the degree of M. S. from the Kentucky State
University.

At Somerset, Kentucky, .Tune 19, 1895, Professor
Yates was married to Miss Elizabeth Bryant, of that
.Tulia .\nna, who
I'lace, and they have three children
belongs to the graduating class of 1917, in the Kansas
State Manual Normal Training School: Charles Robert, who is in the sophomore year in the same institution; and Gladys, who is a student in the high
:

school at Pittsburg.
In his political attitude. Professor Yates is a r;publican. While residing at Ottawa. Kansas, he filled
the office of city chemist, as he does at Pittsburg.
In 1915 he was made president of the board of welf.ire, at Pittsburg, organized in large measure for
the supervision of public entertainments, .and through
him the society was largely instrument,al in obtaining
the passage of the law giving cities rights to maintain such boards of welfare and to license exhibitions and other civic enterprises. In many other ways
he has shown the sensible, unselfish public spirit that
indicates the good citizen.
For many years Professor Yates has been identified
with Masonry and has served in high offices. He belongs to Pittsburg Lodge No. 187, Ancient Free and

Accepted Masons: Pittsburg Chapter No. 58. Royal
Arch Masons; Pittsburg Commandery No. 29, Knights
Templar, and Mirza Temple, Mystic Shrine, Pittsburg. He is a past high priest c f the Cliapter and
He
a past eminent commander of the Commandery.
is a deacon in the Baptist Church and is chairman
in
the benevolent
of the advisory board and a leader
enterprises and wide charities that distinguish this religious body.

Since 1896 Professor Yates has been a member of
the American Chemical Society. He is a member of
the National Geographical Society, is a life member
of the Kansas Academy of Science and past president
of the same, is a Fellow in the American Association
for the Adv.ancement of Science, in 1899 was a member of the Union Pacific Fossil Field Expedition, and
is a member of the Nation.al Educational Association.
He has never made the accumulation of wealth a

leading impulse in his busy life but, nevertheless, has
shown the foresight that leads to comfortable independence, just as needful for the scientist as for the
ordinary individual, and has secured some valuable
property in the way of desirable real estate at Pittsburg, this including his attractive residence at No. 115
He is also the fortunate
East Fourteenth Street.
owner of an apple orchard of ten acres, situated at

North Yakima, Washington.

Alfred Worrel. One of the prosperous farmers
and stockraisers of Zeandale Township, Riley County,
Kansas, is Alfred Worrel, one of the best known
residents of this section and a highly esteemed citizen.
Mr. Worrel was born in Harrison County, Kentucky, September 24, 18.59. His parents were William
and Susan (Moore) Worrel, both natives of Kentucky.

William Worrel was born in Harrison County,
September 12, 1825. and died at his home in Zeandale
Township, Riley County, Kansas, July 2, 1901. He
w.is the third eldest in a f.omily of ten children born
to his parents, Richard and Jane (Snodgrass) Worrel,
both of whom were born and reared in Harrison
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They were married there and re1840, when they moved to Hendricks
County, Indiana, where the wife of Richard Worrel
Richard Worrel subsequently came
died in 1870.
to Kansas and died at the home of his son William,
in 1885.
William Worrel was fifteen years of age tvhen lie
accompanied his parents to Indiana and remained
there until he was twenty-one and then returned to
Kentucky and resided there for the next thirty years.
In March, 1870, on the death of his mother he reCounty, Kentucky.

mained

until

turned to Indiana, immediately afterward coming to
Kansas and taking up his abode in what is now
In due time,
Zeandale Township, Riley County.
through prudence and industry, he became the owner
of 1,700 acres of land. He devoted himself entirely
to agricultural pursuits after coming to Kansas but
back in Kentucky, for several years and including
the Civil war period, he was the operator of a grist,
Instead of abandoning his mill
flour and saw mill.
to enlist in the Union army, where his sympathies
were, he continued to operate his mill in order to
provide food for the families of soldiers taken by
He was drafted however, but provided a
the war.
substitute and continued his milling l)usiness, proving
himself a man of .iudgment and of benevolence. In
Harrison County William Worrel and Susan Moore
were united in marriage. She was born in Bracken
County, Kentucky, November 2, 183.5, and died at
her home in Riley County, Kansas, July 6, 1886.
Unto this marriage five children were born: Richard,
Alfred, Sallie, Alice and Charles.
Alfred Worrel was in his eleventh year when his
parents came to Zeandale Township, Kiley County,
and here he has made his home ever since, farming
and stockraising l)eing his business. He obtained but
limited schooling but a man who has been able to

cope successfully with agricultural prolilems, who
has known how to safeguard the fertility of his land,
to increase the yields of crojis and the production
of livestock, may be said to have lost little by not
having early book knowledge and that lack in Mr.
Worrel 's case, has long since been overcome by
reading and association with other intelligent men.
He owns 480 acres of some of the best cultivated and
most valuable land in his township. He served as a
member of the townsliip school board for twentyfour years and was township trustee for seven years,
honesty and elficiency marking the performance of
He has resided on his present
every public duty.
farm since 1885. Politically he is an independent
democrat.
Mr. Worrel was married April 22, 1882, to Miss
Ella Lee, who was born at Binghamtou, New York,
Her parents were John and
Sejitember .10, 1862.
Hannah (Pendergast) Lee. John Lee was born in
Ireland in 18.36 and died in Pottawatomie County,
His parents were James and
Kansas, in 1907.
Catherine Lee.
He came to America in 1848 and
while living in New York City served an apprenticeship to the liridge-building tr.ade, at which he was
employed during the Civil war by the Union army.
He came to Kansas in 1869 and settled in Riley
County, removing subsequently to Pottawatomie
County. In 1854 he was married to Hannah, daughter of John and Margaret (Conway)
Pendergast, of
Irish lineage but Mrs. Pendergast "was born in New
York. Mr. and Mrs. Lee had ten cluldren:
James,
Catherine, Margaret, Ella, John, Mary A., Rosanna,
Charles, William and Thomas.
Mr. and Mrs. Worrel have sis children:
Charles,
who is a resident of Kansas City, Missouri: Phoeba
Vol.
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Mrs. Charles Teel, of Zeandale Township;
J., who is a farmer in this township; Katy,
who is the wife of Samuel Moon, of Dayton, Ohio;
Lillian, who is the wife of G. E. McCormick, of Biley
County and Albert H., who is a farmer in Zeandale
Township.
is

William

;

Herbert J. Cokwine has long been one of Topeka's
most popular citizens, was formerly pastor of the
Third Christian Church of that city, and in 1916 he
became widely known all over the First Congressional District as democratic candidate for Congress,
running in opposition to Congressman Anthony of
Leavenwortli. To elect a democrat from this district would be to perform a miracle in politics, but
Mr. Corwine made a very strong bid for popular
sujiport and secured a handsome aggregate of votes,
thought impartial observers would have conceded the
election of his republican opponent before the ballots were counted.
Mr. Corwine was by far the
strongest candidate of his party at the primaries in
August, 1916, and particularly in those counties
where ho was personally known he secured a large
number of normally republican votes.
Mr. Corwine was born in Pike County, Missouri,
at the Town of Frankfort, September 25, 1876. His
He is a son of John
is a very interesting ancestry.

Brooks Corwine, who was born in Mason County,
Kentucky, in 1841, and for more than forty years
was one of the ablest ministers of the Christian
Church. He did his first work as a pastor in Macoupin County, Illinois. He also organized the First
Christian Church at Bowling Green, Missouri, and
one of its charter members was the distinguished
Missouri and national statesman. Champ Clark.
Thereafter an intimate friendship existed between
Mr. Clark and Mr. Corwine. John B. Corwine was
left an orphan and was reared by his relative,
Thomas Brooks. Thomas Brooks was a son of John
A. Brooks, who at one time was candidate for vice
president of the United States on the prohibition
ticket and in his prime was considered America's
Another relative of
greatest temperance orator.
John B. Corwine was the illustrious Tom Corwin of
Ohio, who stoo<l in the front rank of a group of
Ohio men as leaders and molders of public opinion in
the crucial period of the Civil war. John B. Corwine himself was a man of more than ordinary ability, talent and intelligence, though extremely modest,
a quality which may have prevented the fullest exercise of his abilities so far as his individual promotion was concerned. He had the faculty of attaching young men to him, and he brought thousands
of n\embers into the Christian Church. For 4 number of years he was a member of the faculty of the
Christian University of Canton, Missouri, and for
ten years was president of the State Sunday School
Association.

The wife of John B. Corwine was Martha Goode.
Her father. Doctor Goode, was at one time an army
surgeon, lived in Macoupin County, Illinois, and later
in life became a minister of the Christian Church.
To the marriage of .John B. Corwine and Martha
Goode were born eight sons and one daughter,
namely: Willie, who died in infancy; Harry B., who
died in Bozeman, Montana, in 1909; Edward L., a
resident of Frankfort, Missouri;

Bertrand B. and

Arthur

E., ranchers in Montana; Herbert J. and
D., twins, the latter a banker at Frankfort,
Missouri; Joel B., in the real estate business at Shel-

Homer

bina, Missouri; and Mary, wife of Mr. Ira
Hannibal, Missouri.

Lake of

•
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Hprbert J. Corwine received his early education
tlie comiuoQ and high schools of Frankfort, Missouri, and started life with a definite purpose and
resolution to make his personality and talent count
for something in the world. For nineteen years he
was active in the ministry of the Christian Church,
and for several years of that time was pastor of the
Third Christian Church at Topeka. He has always
lieen ileeply interested in social problems and social
amelioration and for 2'/l! years he served as parole
agent for the State Industrial School, having been
a[i]iointe(l to that oflioe by the governor of Kansas.
For the past year Mr. Corwine has been agency supervisor of the Equitable Life Assurance Company
of the United States.
ill

George S. IIine is state dairy commissioner of Kansas with office in the State Agricultural College at
Manhattan. His early life was spent on a Wisconsin
dairy farm. Thus he is in a measure a dairyman to
the manner born, as well as a man of thorough technical training and wide ex))erience in that field.
He
had gained considerable distinction as a technical
expert in his chosen profession in Wisconsin before
he was called to Kansas, and has been identified with
the dairy department of the state for the past sis
years.

He was born on his father's farm near Fairchild
Eau Claire County, Wisconsin, January 25, 1885.
He was the oldest of the five sons of Rivilla C. and
in

Kittle E. (Foster) Hine. the former a native of New
York, and the latter of Wisconsin. His father was a
practical dairyman and horse raiser in Wisconsin.
As a boy George S. Hine alternated between his
father's farm and the public schools of Fairchild.
On leaving the high school he entered Wisconsin
University, where he specialized in the agricultural
department and received his degree. Bachelor of
Science of Agriculture, in 1907.
In determining to
secure a university training Mr. Hine carried out his
ambition largely through means of his own earnings,
and practically paid all his expenses while at Madison.
During the last year of his university course
he was student instructor in agriculture. After graduating he was appointed assistant instructor in feed
and fertilizing inspection and dairy tests. That was
his work until September 1, 1909," when he went to
Marinette, Wisconsin, as principal of the County
School of Agriculture and Domestic Economy.
A year later, on September 1, 1910, Mr. Hine was
called to the Kansas State Agricultural
lecturer on dairying in the department

College as
of college
extension work. In that capacity he traveled pretty
well over all the counties of the state, particularly
those where dairying was an important industry, and
the dairymen of the state, who had thus become
acquainted with him personally and with his work as
an instructor, hailed with much satisfaction his ap-

pointment

in

1912 as state dairy commissioner.

During his administration as commissioner Mr.
Hino has brought about many improvements of conditions affecting the dairy interests of Kansas.
In
particular should be mentioned the adoption of a
system for grading cream. Up to that time all cream
had looked alike and had been accepted as of a uniform quality. Now cream is sold according to grade,
and thus a matter of justice is done those dairymen
who seek to produce the best quality of creamery
All creamery men and station
product.
operators
are compelled to grade cream, according to standards
established by the state dairy laws.
Mr. Hine is a member of the National Dairy In-

structors' Association, of the Kansas Creamery Improvement Association, of the International Dairy
and Milk Inspectors Association, and has served as
secretary of the Kansas Dairymen's Association. He
is a member of the Kappa .\lpha Beta
fraternity.
'

In 1911 he married Miss Edith Dahlberg.

The Coffeyville Public

Library.

Second to no

city of its volume of population in education and
culture, CofTcyville maintains a fine public library of
9,0(10 hooks afTorcliiig enjoyment and instruction in
almost every Cold that literature offers.
The Coffeyville Public Library was organized and
established by the Women 's Federated Clubs and
was opened in April, 1912, with about 2,000 volumes.
Its organization was made j)Ossible by a gift from
Andrew Carnegie, the iihilanthroiiist. There are
about 7,500 patrons, which is the average circulation,
about one-half being of juvenile readers, an encouraging proportion and a larger per cent than libraries usually show.
The library is situated on the
corner of Eighth and Spruce streets, an attractive
building of brick construction with Carthage stone
trimmings.
Miss Myrtle Becker is the librarian and Mrs. Maud

Dana,

first

Joseph

assistant.

David Pettet,
shown on every

D. With scientific
medicine has been
making wonderful strides forward, discoveries and
inventions almost changing methods of practice and
broadening the viewpoint of both practitioner and
The modern man of medicine no longer
patient.
progress

M.

side,

confines his efforts to alleviating the temporary ailment, but searches for the seat of the trouble, and
prescribes right living, exercise and open air quite as
often a.s medicine.
To practice according to the enlightened idea of the present century, requires not
only more careful training, but a certain, sure ag-

and no physician of Crawford County
has this and other admirable qualities more fully than
has Dr. Joseph David Pettet, of Arcadia.
Doctor
Pettet is practically a newcomer to Arcadia, but has
already inijiressed himself upon the people of the
community not only as a thorough, learned and enlightened practitioner, but as a citizen desirous of
assisting his adopted locality to better things.
Born in Daviess County, Indiana, April 16, 1875,
Doctor Pettet is a son of George W. and Nancy E.
(Greer) Pettet. The family originated in France and
its early members were pioneers of Indiana, where
the grandfather of Doctor Pettet, also a physician and
surgeon, passed his life. George W. Pettet was born
in 18.19, in Boone County, Indiana, where he was
reared and educated, and as a young man removed to
Morgan County, in the same state, where he was
married.
Subsequently he went to Daviess County,
Indiana, and eng.agcd in farming until 1877, in which
year he brought his family to Kansas and located as a
pioneer farmer in Montgomery County, seven miles
west of Independence, the county scat. For more than
twenty years he continued to cultivate the soil of
that locality, overcoming many obstacles and stubbornly fighting his way to success, tj'pified by the
ownership of a large and valuable farm. In 1898 he
retired from active labor, and since then has lived in
comfort at his attractive home.
Mr. Pettet is a
He was reared in the f.aith of the
republican.
Quakers, or Society of Friends, a sect which does not
believe in war, but when the call came for troops
to defend the Union, his patriotism overcame his
religious scruples and he enlisted, in 1861, in Comgressiveness,
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pany E, Twenty-sixth RegiDient, Indiana Volunteer
Infantry. Mr. "Pettet served as a soldier for nearly
live years and established an excellent record for
Among
hravery and faithful performance of duty.
his battles were such notable ones as Pea Bidge and
Vicksburg and he also took part in the Red River
campaign. Mr. Pettet married Miss Nancy E. Greer,
who was born in 1849, in Morgan County, Indiana,
and they became the parents of three children:
Jennie, who is the wife of L. L. Garr, a farmer near
Havana, Kansas; Lou, who is the wife of John Ross
Blair, a real estate man, who has made a fortune out
of the promotion of the Tovra of Columbus, New
Mexico, where they have their home; and Dr. Joseph
David, of this review.
After securing his primary educational training in
the public schools of Montgomery County, Joseph D.
Pettet entered the high school at Independence, but
remained only one year. He had determined upon a
career in medicine, doubtless inheriting his predilection for this profession from his grandfather, and
after some preparation entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons, at St. Louis, Missouri, from
which he was duly graduated in April, 1900, with the
This was later supdegree of Doctor of Medicine.
plemented, in 1910 and 1911, by post-graduate work
Doctor
at the Kansas City Post-Graduate School.
Pettet began practice as a physician and surgeon at
Mound Valley, Kansas, in 1907, and that continued
as the scene of his labors for seven years. From that
time forward, for about eight years, he "was located
in
various communities, gaining experience and
adding to his store of knowledge, so that when he
came to Arcadia, in the fall of 1915, he was' well
prepared to take his place among the leading practitioners.
He has built up an excellent practice during the short time he has been located here, and has
won the confidence of the people by a strict adherence
to high principles in his professional work.
man
of broad and comprehensive reading, he is eager to
grasp new ideas, but does not put them into general
use until he has convinced himself as to their efS-

A

ciency and merit.
Doctor Pettet has attractive offices on Race Street,
where he has a large and valuable medical, library and
all instruments and appliances for the iierformance of
even the most delicate operation.
He realizes the
value to the physician of membership in organizations of the calling, and belongs to the Crawford
County Medical Society, the Kansas State Medical
Society, the Southeastern Kansas Medical Society and
the American Medical Association. His fraternal connections include membership in Arcadia Lodge No.
.'!29, Ancient Free and Accepted M.asons; the Modern
Woodmen of America,' at Humboldt, Kansas and the
Knights and Ladies of Security, of Arcadia. How
strongly he has taken hold of affairs here is shown
in that he is one of the foremost citizens of the place
in promoting the city's welfare, in the capacity of
secretary of the Arcadia Boosters' Club.
Doctor
Pettet is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. He is .a republican in politics, and at various
times has held public office, having served as coroner
while a resident of Labette County, county health
officer there, and a member of the
city council at
Mound Valley.
Doctor Pettet was married December 9, 1900, at
Mound Valley, to Anna M. Williams, daughter of
R. H. and Emma Williams, residents of Humboldt,
Kansas, where Mr. Williams is a carpenter and
builder.
Doctor and Mrs. Pettet have one son.
;

Joseph W., born April

1863
1,

1906,

who

is

attending

school.

Amos Albert Belsley has been a spirited factor in
the business and civic life of Wellington, Kansas,
for the past fourteen years. He is one of the leading
real estate men of that section, and is a former
mayor of the city.
His birth occurred on a farm in Woodford County,
Illinois, near Roanoke, August 24, 1878. He was the
sixth in a family of nine children born to Peter and
Cathrine (Schertz) Belsley. His father was born
and reared in Woodford County, Illinois, and the
grandfather, Peter Belsley, came from Alsace-Lorraine and settled in Illinois in 1830. Peter Belsley,
the father, spent his active career as a general
farmer and stock raiser, and died in October, 1899,
while his wife now lives in Peoria, Illinois. He was
very prominent as a democrat, and filled many places
of trust in his community. He was president of the
Roanoke Coal Mining Company of Roanoke, Illinois,
from 1882 until the time of his death in October,
1909.
Amos

A. Belsley grew up on a farm, attended disand from the age of eleven to eighteen
he had the opportunity of attending school for only
three months each year. Later, as a preparation for
his business career, he took a course in the Brown
Business College of Peoria, Illinois.
It was in 1902 that Mr. Belsley came to Kansas
and located at Wellington. For a time he was bookkeeper in the Farmers Bank, and in 1906 he and
others organized the National Bank of Commerce,
and he was assistant cashier and a director of that
institution until 1909.
When he left the bank in
1909 he entered the real estate business, and in
that line has been very successful and has a host
of friends and well wishers in this part of the
state.
In 1911 he formed a partnership under the
name of Belsley & Fetters, but since 1916 has been
trict school,

alone.

On February 10, 1909, Mr. Belsley married Kathrvn Hazel Herrig, of Wichita, Kansas. He has always remained true to the political faith in which he
was reared, the democratic, and has been a rather
active party man since coming to Kansas.
His
service as mayor of Wellington was for three years,
from 1911 to 1914. That administration marks an
epoch in municipal improvements. The water plant
was started, the beginning of a city park system,
much paving was done and the Carnegie library
movement begun while he was mayor. Whether in
office or as a private citizen Mr. Belsley has been
more than willing to share his time and service for
the benefit of the public welfare. He is a member
of the Scottish Rite body of Masonry, and is also a
Lodge, Chapter and Commandery Mason, being a
Ho
past officer of the Chapter and Commandery.
belongs to Wichita Consistory No. 2 and "to the
Midian Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of
the Mystic Shrine at Wichita, Kansas. He is a past
exalted ruler of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks of Wellington Lodge No. 1167, Wellington,
Kansas, and is a member of the Knights of Pythias
Anchor Lodge No. 9, Wellington, Kansas, and a
Modern Woodman of America. He and his wife are
loyal church workers in the First Congregational
Church at Wellington, Kansas.
Charles F. Reed, manager of the Ball Manufacturing Company's branch house at Independence, is an
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young business man wliose proved al)ilities and
varied experience have well qualified him for some
of the larger and more important responsibilities of
alert

commercial life.
The family of which he is a member originated
in Germany and was transplanted to Pennsylvania
Mr. Reed himself
prior to the Revolutionary war.
was born at East Lynne, Cass County, Missouri, Aoril
nis father is W. B. Reed, now a resident of
7, 1892.
Kansas City, Kansas, and a merchant there. He was
born in Pennsylvania in 1851 and at the age of seventeen went west of Illinois and engaged in farming
From 1880 to 1905 he was in the
near Decatur.
hardware business at East Lynno, Missouri, and has
He farmed at Grainfield from
since lived in Kansas.
1905 to 1908, then spent two years as a merchant
at Natoma, and has since been in the shoe business
at Kansas City, Kansas. He is a democrat, a Mason
and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Clmrch.
W. B. Reed married Martha J. Weigle, who was born
in Illinois in 1859.
J. D. Reed, the first of their
children, is a carpenter and builder at Kansas City,
Kansas; W. H. i?ced is in the real estate and fire
insurance business at Kansas City, Kansas; H. J.
Reed is general foreman of the store department for
the Frisco Railroad, with home and headquarters at
Springfield, Missouri.

The youngest of the family, Charles F. Reed, spent
East Lynne, Missouri, and in Kansas,
graduated from the grade schools of Natoma and
his early life at

attended high school two years, and in 1910 begaii
He taught a term at Laton, Kansas, then
worked a year in his father's store at Natoma, and
teaching.

from there moved to Kansas City, Missouri, and was
employed for two years in the Jones-Post mail order
house. Another line of experience came to him as a

.

representative of the Prudential Insurance Company
at Kansas City, Kansas.
From there, in December,
1915, he came to Independence to act as manager of
the Ball Manufacturing Company, whose wholesale
and retail general merchandise establishment is located at 200-202 West Main street in Independence.
This is one of the twenty-six branch stores operated by the Ball Manufacturing Company of Kansas
These stores are in Iowa, Missouri,
Oity, Missouri.
Kansas and Oklahoma, and it is one of the largest
The
general mercantile houses of the Middle West.
executive officers of the company at Kansas City,
arc:
Dr.
S.
E.
Missouri,
Ball, president; E. E. Bessire,
H. S. Batchelor, Mr. Crone, T. A. Banker, vice presidents.

Mr. Reed takes an active part in the Independence
Commercial Club. He is one of the stockholders in
the Ball Manufacturing Company.
Politically he is
independent, is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and belongs to Ben Hur Lodge No. 322, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at Argentine, Kansas.
His home is at 505 South Tenth Street in Independence, and he has a wife and two children. In
July, 1912, at Kansas City, Kansas, he married Miss
Sadie B. Rhode, daughter "of Charles and Ella Rhode;
who are residents of Kansas City, Kansas. Their
two children are: Marie, born May 20, 1913, and
Margaret, bom May 21, 1915.

Harold

McGuoin.

The

McGugin

family

came

from Ireland to the United States many years ago,
the first of the name in America appearing in PennRemoval was subsequently made to Ohio
sylvania.
and the family records do not definitely prove
whether David McGugin* the grandfather of Harold
McGugin, one of the able young attorneys of the

Coffeyvillc bar,

exodus.

was born before or after the famUy
a farmer and a merchant and died

He was

in

Montgomery County, Kansas, prior to the birth
of his grandson.
He may thus be numbered with
the jiioneers of this section.
William McGugin, son of David and father of
Harold McGugin, was born in 1861 in Knox County,
Ohio, and there grew to manhood and worked as a
farmer.
From Ohio he moved to Ringgold County,
Iowa, where he was married and engaged in farming
there until 1885, when he came to Montgomery
County, Kansas, and settled on a farm near IndeOn tliat farm he remained for three
pendence.
years and moved then to another in the neighborhood of Libert)' where he remained for twenty years.

He owns two farms in Liberty Township and two
farms in Cherokee Township and still resides on

one

of

the

latter

but

is

making preparations

to

remove to Coffey vilb. In politics he is a republican
and has always taken a good citizen 's interest in
He was married to Caroline Bickel,
jrublie matters.
who was liorn in Iowa in 18G3, and they had two
children born to them
Eldon D. and Harold, the
former of whom is a traveling salesman for the John
Deere Plow Company but resides at Coffeyville.
Harold McGugin was born November 22, 1891, in
Montgomery County, Kansas, and in boyhood at:

He early decided on a professional career and after being graduated from
the Coffeyville High School in 1912, directed his
studies iu preparation for the practice of law.
For
two and one-half years he attended the Washburn
Law School at Topeka, Kansas, and in 1914 was
admitted to the Oklahoma bar and in February,
He maintains offices at
1915, to the Kansas bar.
8181/2 Walnut Street, Coffeyville, and has built up
an excellent practice both civil and criminal.
He
has made so many friends and his ability is so generally recognized that his candidacy for the office
of county attorney, on the republican ticket, meets
with general approval. He has been quite active in
the republican party and in 1914 was treasurer of
the Young Men "s Republican Club of Kansas.
He
represents the younger element in public life, the
educated
able
to make his way ])rofesalert,
class,
sionally but with enough pul)lic spirit to desire
in
responsibility
politics as a helpful factor in forSuch
warding movements for the public welfare.
desire surely is commendable and Mr. McGugin is
is
He
identified fraternally
admirably qualified.
with two organizations, the Loyal Order of Moose and
the Modern Woodmen of America.
tended the local schools.

James G. Sandidge. In the colonial history of the
United States may be found frequent mention of
names that are familiar and even distinguished at
l)resent throughout the great Middle West.
They
ring with achievement as in the old days, and although generations have passed since their first bearers lived and labored and increased on American
soil, the stock is the same and the vigor of the
younger branches gives testimony to the strength of
the parent root.
A long line of notable men have
borne the name of Sandidge, from the founding of
Jamestown, Virginia, and the early settlement of
A well known repreCharleston, South Carolina.
sentative of this old and prominent family is found
in Dr. .Tames G. Sandidge, surgeon, banker and
capitalist, who for almost a quarter of n. century has
been a foremost citizen of Mulberry, Kansas.
James G. Sandidge was born November 12, 1870,
in the City of New Orleans, Louisiana.
His parents
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were James G. and Susan K. (Wilson) Sandidge, the
former of whom was bom at New Orleans in 1840 and
is the only surviving child of his parents, Hon. John
M. and Mary E. (Gilmer) Sandidge. The grandfather of Doctor Sandidge was born in 1819, in Alabama, and died at New Orleans in 1908. He was
reared in Alabama and did not remove to Louisiana
until after his marriage.
In early years he was a
He
large plaiitcr and later in life was a journalist.
was exceedingly active iil politics and served as a
member of Congress in Louisiana for twenty years
preceding the Civil war and subsequently was elected
lieutenant-governor of the state,
ynder Gen. Jubal
Early he served four years as colonel of a regiment
in the Confederate army, during the war between the
states.
He married Mary E. Gilmer, a notable name
in the South, who was born in Alabama, in 1822, and
resides at Bastrop, Louisiana.
The father Of Doctor Sandidge has passed his
entire life as a resident of New Orleans, where he
is a cotton buyer.
During the Civil war he was
active in military affairs, was captain of a company
and was aide-de-camp to General Forrest of the Confederjite Army.
Politically he has always been affiliated with the democratic party and for some years,
through election on that ticket, served as state auditor.
He is a member of the order of Knights of
The mother of Doctor Sandidge was born
Pythias.
in Virginia in 184.3 and died at New Orleans in 1881.
Three children survive .Tames G. ; Sarah, who is the
wife of W. M. Fatten, a planter and cattle man, at
:

Bastrop, Louisiana; and Pannie A., who is the wife
of William M. Taylor, a planter, residing at Bastrop.
James G. Sandidge attended the public schools of
St. Louis, Missouri, and in 1884 was graduated from
the high school.
After a course of study in the St.
Louis College of Pharmacy, he entered the medical
department of Washington University and was
His
graduated in 189.3 with his medical degree.
preference for surgery led his special studies in
that direction, these including post graduate courses
in the Chicago Polyclinic and the New York Post
Graduate School, and ever since entering into practice in 1893, at Mulberry, he has made a specialty
of surgery, one of the few surgeons in the country
who confine themselves entirely to this important
branch of their profession, his remarkable skill in
which has made him widely known.
Doctor Sandidge has many interests aside from
his profession.
He is vice president and a director
of the Miners State Bank, at Mulberry, Kansas; is
vice president and a director of Pittsburg State
Bank of Pittsburg; is vice president and director of
the Mulberry Building and Loan Association, and is
president, general manager and owner of the MulHis property interests
berry Telephone Company.
are large, these including a valuable farm of 140
acres in Crawford County, twenty or more dwellings
at Mulberry, and a drug store, his offices and his
residence, on Military Avenue, Mulberry.

In this city, in 1896, Doctor Sandidge was married to Miss Florence Miller, and they have one son,

who was born January 20, 1900, who is a student in Washington University at St. Louis, Missouri.
Wliile not particularly active in politics. Doctor
Sandidge gives hearty support to the democratic
party. Outside his profession he has accepted no public honors but has served as
city health officer for
the past eight years. He is past master of
Mulberry
Lodge No. 317, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
Allen,

a thirty-second

degree

Mason, Iielonging to

Fort
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Scott Consistory No. 6; and a charter member of
Mirza Temple, Mystic Shrine, at Pittsburg, Kansas.

Leoxard H.\rrison Patterson.
citizens of Wild Cat

resentative

Among

the rep-

Riley
Leonard H. Patterson, whose hundreds of
acres of valuable land stretch farther than the eye
can reach, came first to Kansas in 1860. For many
years his subsequent life was one of ilanger, adventure and hardship, and it was not until 1867 that he
settled down to peaceful agricultural pursuits, at
that time purchasing the land on which he has since
resided.
Townslii|i,

County,

Leonard H. Patterson was born April 5, 1836, near
He was
Washington, Erie t'ounty, Pennsylvania.
the eldest in a family of nine children born to William James and Eunice Samantha (Hardy) Patterson.
They were natives of New York and were
married in that state in 183.5 and soon afterward
There they spent
removed, to Erie, Pennsylvania.
the rest of their lives, the mother dving in 18.57 and
the father in 1878.
Reared on the home farm, on which he remained
until he was twenty-one years of age, Leonard H.
Patterson grew tired of his environment and as his
father did not need his assistance any longer, he
started then into the world to make his own way
among strangers. For one year he worked as a farm

hand in New York and then engaged in farming on
his own account but not altogether to his satisfaction
as in 1860 he came to Kansas in the hope of betterHe found a more or less dising his fortunes.
turbed country because of the political agitation
of the time that greatly affected Kansas.
In the
following s]iring war was declared between the North
and the South an<l he soon began to feel that a-s

an unattached and i)atriotic young man, his duty
must lead him into the army, hence on August 4,
1861, he enlisted as a private in Company I (after-

ward Company F

)

Sixth Kansas Cavalry.

Prior to

1863 this regiment was employeil chiefly in hunting
bushwhackers along the Kansas and Missouri borders,
but in that year was sent into Indian Territory and
later into Arkansas.
Mr. Patterson received his
honorable discharge October 1, 1864, at Leavenworth,
Kansas. He had escaped the many hazards that encompass the career of a soldier and retired from the
army practically unharmed, nevertheless he immediately embarked in several undertakings that were
almost equally hazardous.
He took charge of two
droves of horses and safely piloted them to Fort
Ijarned and Mound City, Kansas, and afterward he
was engaged in freighting from Leavenworth to Fort
Laramie.
Mr. Patterson then paid a visit to his old home in
Pennsylvania, arriving on December 23, 1865, and
remained in the neighborhood until his marriage, on
March 1, 1866, to Miss Dilla Freeman, who was born
in
Crawford County, Pennsylvania, December 18,
1834.
With his young wife Mr. Patterson, in the
spring of 1867 returned to Kansas and then purchased a part of his present farm, in Wild Cat
Township. To the original purchase he added from
time to time until now he owns 700 acres. Farming
and dealing in stock have mainly engaged his
attention and success has attended his efforts in all
his agricultural undertakings.
For forty-five years Mr. and Mrs. Patterson were
permitted to travel life 's pathway together, but the
tender tie was broken in 1911, when Mrs. Patterson
was suddenly called from earth. She was a woman
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of beautiful cliaracter, kind and devoted as wife,
friend and ueiglilior.
A staunch republican, Mr. Patterson freelv lulmits
his political preferences but he has never been willing
to acoe|it any public office for himself,
lie is a
valued nieniber of Lew Grove Post No. 100, Grand
Army of the Republic.

BiCHARD Meter. When he was twenty years of age
Richard Meyer came to Kansas with his parents and
since then, for thirty-six years, has been a resident
of Riley County. He was born at Freeport, Illinois,
March ;t, 1S60, ami was reared and received his edu-

^

cation in that locality.
Farming, stock raising and stock feeding have
given liim abundance of opportunity to work out
his destiny, and the work has not only been congenial but on the whole profitable. Mr. Meyer probably ranks as one of the chief stock feeders in Riley
County. The spirit of progressiveness has kept him
out of the ruts of agricultural industry, and while
some of the exiieriments that he has made have not
proved financially jjrofitable, yet they have been not
without benefit to himself and others. He has developed some original methods and jilans of farm
husbandry, and has reached a promising degree of
financial success. Along with his inclination to take
some of the untried and untested methods of doing
business, he has shown a great deal of courage and
determination and resourcefulness in the face of
difTiculties and misfortune.
Some years ago an unsuccessful deal in cattle caused him the loss of his
entire farm.
That was not a permanent setback.
He immediately began retrieving his lost possessions,
and gradually |iaid off the imlebtedness until he now
owns the farm again and unincumbered. This place
is a highly im|)roved farm just south of the Town
of Riley, comj)rising 440 acres.
The (|uality of enterprise which he has shown
throughout his career was undoubtedly inherited to
a large degree from his father, Richaril Meyer, Sr.,
who also became well known in Riley County. lie
was born at Emden in the Kingdom of Hanover, Germany, April 2><, 1S27. While he was an infant his
parents both died, within a month or so of each
other. Though left an orphan he was taken into the
home of relatives and given a careful rearing and
the best advantages afforded by the schools of his
native town. From 1848 to 1850 he was a soldier
in the army under the king of Hanover. At the close
of his service, and at the age of about twenty-four,
in 18.^1, he emigrated to the United States.
Thousands of his fellow countrymen had come to America
in the preceding years, and it was in
hope of enjoying the blessings and opportunities of the new world
that he crossed the ocean. After landing in New
York City he found employment in different lines
for four years and then went out to Stephenson
County, Illinois. After farming for a time he gave
up that in favor of a position as clerk in a store at
Freeport. His unbounded spirit of enterprise is illustrated when a littl* later he w^nt into business
for himself on a capital said to have been
only $10.
Success attended his career as a merchant, and ho
built up a large business at Freeport and remained
in active control until 1870.
In the meantime, in
]Sfi6, he and three other men had organized the German Insurance Company of Freeport, and he became
its first secretary and so served for several years.
In 1880 Richard Meyer, Sr., brought his family out
to Riley County, Kansas, and invested largely in

lands in the vicinity of Riley. He afterwards made
number of changes of residence, several times returning to Illinois, and his death occurred in that
state at an advanced age.
a

He was married

in

February,

18.53, in

New York

City to Miss llannahrika G. de Graf. She was born
at Leer, Germany, in 1827, and she also was left an
orphan. It was about two years after their marriage
in 1S55 that Richard Meyer, Sr., and wife came

West and

settled in Stephenson County. Five children were born to them: Cornelia, Alida, Richard,
Henry and Ida L. The three now living are Richard
and Henry, botl^ residents and farmers of Riley
County, and Ida L., wife of A. S. Houghton, of Manhattan Kansas.
Richard Clever, .Jr., has been too busy a man to
concern himself greatly with i)olitics, though he has
always been an ardent democrat, and for four years
filled the office of township trustee.
He is a Master
Mason, a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Klks, and of the Farmers Alliance.
In 18S3 he married Miss Margaret

Beta Raven.
Washington County, Kansas.
After they had journeyed life's highway together

They were married

in

for nearly thirty years, Mrs. Meyer died in 1910,
being .survived by five children: Richard, Jr., who

was graduateil

in

1905 from the Kansas State Agri-

cultural College and is now actively associated with
his father as a farmer and stock man and in 1916

was nominated by the democratic party

as candidate
county clerk; .Toseph Arthur, oii his father's
farm; Ella M., who graduated from the Kansas State
Agricultural College in 1907, and is now postmistress
Riley; .\melia, at home; and Margaret Beta, also
at home.
One child, Willie, died at the age of
for

.•it

sixteen.

R.VLPH L. .T.VMES. A comjiarative newcomer to
Kansas, Ralph L. James has been identified for the
past six or seven years with the city of Independence,
where for a time he was connected with the First
National Bank and is now assistant to the geiieral
manager of the Petroleum Products Company.
He comes of a New York State family. His grandfather, John Hugh James, was born in Wales in 181.5,
came to this country at the age of ten years with his
parents, and grew up in Oneida County, New York,
on a farm. He became a farmer and died at Farmersville, New York, in 1888.
In Franklinvillc, New York, Ralph L. .Tames was
born February 8, 1886.
His father is R. E. F.
James, who w.as born in New York State in 1860, and
now lives at Scio, that state. For many years he
conducted a cheese factory at Franklinville, and in
1906 began conducting a creamery and condensed
milk factory. From Franklinville he moved to BelHe is a repubfast, New York, and in 191.S to Scio.
lican, and has served on school boards in his home
state and is an active Methodist, having been trustee
of the church at Belfast.
He is affiliated with the
Knights of the Maccabees. R. E. F. James was married to Marcia Carpenter, who w.as born at Farmersville. New York, in 1805.
Their children are: Ralph
L. Lee T., who is .associated with his father in business at Scio and is a graduate of the high school of
Portville, New York; and Margaret, now a senior in
the high school at Scio.
;

Educated in the public schools of Franklinville,
graduating from the Tcnbroek Academy and in 1902
taking .a business course in the Westhrook Academy
at Olean, Ralph L. James began his business career
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with ample equipineut in the way of practical trainIn 1903 ho was employed in the civil engineering.
ing department of the Erie Railroad Company at
Cuba, New York, and remained there until 1909. In
that year he came to Independence, Kansas, and was
made secretary to Mr. R. S. Litchfield, then president
In 1911 he was proof the First National Bank.
moted to assistant cashier, but on account of poor
health and the confining nature of his duties, he
resigned in September, 191.5, and has since been with
the Petroleum Products Company as assistant to the
general manager.
Mr. James is a republican, has served as trustee of
the First Presbyterian Church of Independence, and
is affiliated with Fortitude Lodge No. 107, Ancient

Free and Accejited Masons, Keystone Chapter No. 22,
Royal Arch Masons, and St. Bernard Commandery No.
He is also active in the Com10, Knights Templar.
mercial Club and the Country Club of Independence,
and was formerly connected with the Wayfarers Club,
a flourishing organization until the need of its exist'

It was organized in order that
ence diminished.
young men who had no homes of their own might
have a wholesome environment and meeting place.
At Paola, Kansas, September 6, 1911, Mr. James
She was born at
married Miss Nelle Numbers.
Paola, was educated in the public schools there, graduating from high school in 1903, and in 1907 finished
the course of the State Normal School at Emporia,
receiving a life teacher 's certificate. While pursuing
her studies and afterwards she taught in the Paola
schools five years, and for three years was connected
with the public schools of Kansas City, Kansas. In
that time she was an active member of the Kansas

Teachers

'

Association.
Since her marriage she has
herself with local organizations at Independence, is a member of the Country Club there, is
treasurer and a member of the year book committee
of the Ladies ' Library Association, and in the Presbyterian Church is a teacher in the Sunday School. She
was one of the organizers and is actively connected
with the Philathea, a national organization for young

identified

women.
Mrs. James

is eligible to membership in the DaughAmerican Revolution through her maternal ancestry.
Her maternal grandfather was W. P.
Finney, who was born in 1832, and is now living
retired at Gallon, Ohio. W. P. Finney married Almyra
Chambers, who was a daughter of Andrew and Isabel
(Marshall) Chambers. Isabel Marshall's father was
Captain John Marshall, who was commissioned March

ters of the

'

1776, as captain in General Miles regiment, serving with that organization two months, nineteen days,
and later was commissioned captain in Colonel Walter
Stewart's Thirteenth Pennsylvania Regulars.
He
fought in the battle of Brandywine, where he was
4,

wounded.

He was

retired

in

December, 1778, and

was given a pension May 8, 1818. He died upon tlie
Marshall homestead in Richland County, Ohio, and is
buried in a private cemetery on that homestead.
Mrs. James is also a cousin of Warren G. Harding,
who is a member of the Ohio State Senate from
'
sound the keyMarion, and was recently chosen to
note
at the Republican National Convention to be
held in Chicago in 1916. Mrs. James is a daughter
of Charles T. Numbers, who is a resident of Paola,
Kansas. He was born at Gallon, Ohio, May 1, 1858,
was reared and married there, and in 1885 became an
early settler on a farm in Miami County, Kansas.
From his farm he moved to Paola where for fifteen
years he was in the mercantile business and for the
past ten years has been a real estate and insurance
'

' '
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man. He is a stanch republican, and has served as
county clerk and as justice of the peace in Miami
County, and in Paola has been a member of the city
He is trustee and
council, and on the school board.
treasurer of the Presbyterian Church, with which he
has been actively connected for many years, and has
also been superintendent of its Sunday school.
He is
a Master Mason and an Odd Fellow.
Charles T.
Numbers married Flora A. Finney, who was born in
Their children are: Dr.
Gallon, Oliio, .Tune 1, 1859.
D. M. Numbers, who graduated from the Paola High
School, the State Normal School of Emporia, and the
Western Dental College of Kansas City, Missouri,
and is now a practicing dentist at Paola; Mrs. James,
the second in age; Lela May, a graduate of the Paola
High Scliool and in music from the Ursuline Academy,
and is still at home with her parents; Hazel Vera,
who is a graduate of the Paola High School, took
vocal instruction in the Ursuline Academy, and has
also finished a commercial course.

William

C.

Kandt, a native of Kansas, and mem-

family in the state, has been a
his active career, and while he maintains
has his home at Independence he is active

ber of a pioneer

banker
offices

all

and

cashier of the Wayside State Bank and president
of the Citizens State Bank of Elk City.
His birth occurred in Dickinson County, Kansas,
August 24, 1877. His grandparents, John and Mary

Kandt were German people who came

to this country in the early '50s and in 1857 pioneered into Dickinson County, Kansas, where they were among the
first to break the virgin soil and where they lived as
farmers the rest of their lives. A. F. Kandt, father
of tlie Independence banker, was born in Germany
in 1850 and was brought to this country when three
His parents first lived in Wisconsin,
years of age.
and he was about seven when he came to Kansas.

Reared and educated in Dickinson County, he has
followed an active career as a farmer and stock
raiser, but since 1906 has lived retired at Herington,
in Dickinson County.
He is a democrat and has
filled various township offices, including the office of
treasurer.
He is a member and deacon of the German Lutheran Church. A. F. Kandt married FanHer
nie Kux, who was born in Austria in 1852.
father, Ignitz Kux, brought his family to America
when she was very young, settling in Chicago and
afterwards becoming an early farmer in Marion
A. F. Kandt and wife were marCounty, Kansas.
ried in Dickinson County, and their children were:
William C.
Ida, wife of W. F. Ziebel, a retired
farmer and cattle man at Herington, Kansas; Fannie, wife of A. F. Holfgren, a banker at Lincolnville,
Kansas; Sophie, who is at home with her
;

parents.

William C. Kandt received his early education in
the public schools of Dickinson County, and at the
age of nineteen finished a general business course at
His first employment after leaving
Salina, Kansas.
business college was in teaching in a commercial
He
school at Fort Smith, Arkansas, for one term.
then became connected with the bank of Herington
as bookkeeper, and since then for a period of twenty
years has been almost continuously identified with
banking. He was bookkeeper at Herington for two
years, then helped organize the Tampa State Bank
of which he was cashier a year.
Selling out his
interests, he organized the Woodbine State Bank in
1901, and was its cashier two years. His next activities as a banker were in organizing the First National Bank at Byars, Oklahoma, of which he was
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While there lie was also concashier seveu years.
nected with the American Trust Company, of which
he was president, and was president of the IJosedalo
State Bank of Kosedale, Oklahoma.
Disposing of
his interests in these concerns in 1908, he opened an
office in Oklahoma City and was in the loan and
brokerage business there until 1914.
In that rear Mr. Kandt organized the Wayside
State

Bank

at

Wavtride

in

Montgomery

County,

also the Citizens State Bank at Elk City, being
The
cashier of the one and president of the other.
Wayside State Bank, which has a capital of $10,000
and" surplus of $2,000, has the following officers:
George I.. Hess, president; A. D. Berry, vice presiand William C. Kandt, cashier. The officers

dent;
of the Citizens State Bank of Elk City which has a
of $1,500, are Wilcapital of $15,000 and surplus
liam C. Kandt, president; J. A. Brown, vice president; and E. E. Lugenbeal, cashier.
In political matters Mr. Kandt is a republican.
While living in Dickinson County he served as treasHe has been a deacon in
urer of hvon Townsliip.
Besides his interest
the German Lutheran Church.
as a banker he is district agent for the Franklin
Life Insurance Company, and has offices in the Kress

His home is at 212
Building at Independence.
South SLxtli Street in Independence.
In 1901 at Uerington, Kansas, Mr. Kandt married
Miss OUie Mencke, a daughter of Kev. O. and
Her father is a German LuthJosephine Mencke.
eran minister and he and his f.imily reside at
To Mr. and Mrs. Kandt have
Bremen, Kansas.
been born seven children: Raymond, born in 1902,
and now in the public schools; Edgar, born in
in 1908;
1904; Persis, born in 1906; Alton, born
and
Serena, born in 1911; William, born in 1913;
three youngJosephine, born in 1915. All except the
est are attending the public schools of Independence.

Luther Henky Waddle. One of the greatest influences existing in a community, and particularly in
those localities removed from the larger cities, is that
exerted by the newspaper. To it the people look for
their information regarding questions of importance,
and, in a large degree, their own stand is based upon
It is therefore desirable that the
that taken by it.
newspaper of" a community be in the hands of capable,

and right-thinking men, and in this respect
Weir City, in Cherokee County, is particularly fortunate in that the Weir City Journal has as its editor
and publisher Luther Henry Waddle, under whose
management it is being conducted in a manner that
will redound to the credit of the locality and the benreliable

efit

of

its

people.

Mr. Waddle was born four miles north of Ash
Grove, Greene County, Missouri, September 10, 1881,
and is a son of Hon. .T. D. L. and Elizabeth E. (Black)
Waddle. In the family the blood of several races
combine, English, French and Scotch, and the earliest
settlement in this country w.as made in Kentucky,
where members of the family were pioneers. Young
Dee Waddle, the grandfather of Luther H., was born
in 1820, in Carroll County, Northern Missouri, and
He was a
died near Ash Grove, Missouri, in 1886.
school teacher and preacher by vocation, and traveled
around to various communities, and became prominent
in public life and political afTairs, being a member of
the Legislature of Arkansas at the time of the outHe was one of those who
break of the Civil war.
believed in the preservation of the Union, and did all
in his power to prevent Arkansas from seceding, but,
failing in this, enlisted in the army of the North, and

during his service acted in the capacity of clerk to his
He was nominated for Congress at Fayetteca])tain.
the period of the war, but did
ville, Arkansas, during
not return to that state, the remainder of his life
being passed in Missouri. He was a stanch republican
and a man wlio was held in the highest esteem and
Mr. Waddle married Miss
respect in his community.
Floyd, and the following children were born: J. D.
L. ;'E. G., who is engaged in farming near Ash Grove,
Missouri; Fannie, who is the wife of George Da%'is, a
retired farmer of Wichita, Kansas; Mattie, who is
the wife of Robert Leeper, a farmer near Ash Grove,
Missouri; Elizabeth, unmarried, who is a writer of
considerable note and lives near Ash Grove; and
James 0., who is a farmer and brilliant newspaper
writer of near Ash Grove.
J. D. L. Waddle, father of Luther H., was born
October 22, 1850, at Bowers Mills, Lawrence (then
Greene) County, Missouri, and as a child was taken
to near Fort Smith, Arkansas, where he resided until
reaching the age of fifteen years, in the meantime
When he emsecuring a public school education.
barked in business it was as a handler of insurance,
but subsequently turned his attention to the newspaper
business, and, with his son, published the Advance,
at Ash Grove, Missouri, for four years. While living
in that state, Mr. Waddle became actively interested
He is proud of the fact that
in republican politics.
he has always been a stanch supporter of the princi-

of the' Grand Old Party, and was one of the
stand-pat variety until his death, December 9, 1916.
While at Ash Grove he was elected justice of the peace,
an office which he filled for several years. He was also
elected county .iudge, an office which he held for two
terms, or eight years, and was then deputy county
He always
clerk of Greene County for eight years.
ples

in good roads, and it was he who
originated the system of working the county "s prisGreene County now has one of
oners on the roads.
the best systems of highways to be found in Missouri.

was a believer

On September

1,

1906, Judge

Waddle came

to

Weir

City, Kansas, and purchased the Weir City Journal,
which he assisted in editing until June, 1916. AfterHe
ward he lived in retirement until his death.
owned a half interest in the paper. This organ was

established in 1888, under the name
and is a republican sheet, circulating
the surrounding counties. The plant,
machinery and equipment, is situated
corner of Pine Street, and in addition

of the Tribune,
in Clicrokee

and

with its modern
on Washington,
to its newsjiaper
Judge
presses has a fine job printing department.
Waddle is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Grove
with
Ash
affiliated
is
and
fraternally
Church,
Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, and
Camp No. 714, Modern Woodmen of America, of Weir
City. .Tudgp Waddle married Miss Elizabeth E. Black,
who was born in 1850, in Greene County, Missouri,
and died at Weir City, Kansas, in February, 1914,
Koxie E., who died at
and they had four children
the age of ten years; a boy who died in infancy;
Luther Henry, of this notice: and Ella L., who married William Shannon, a railroad man of Nevada,
:

Missouri.

Luther Henry Waddle was educated in the schools
of Springfield, Missouri, where he attended the high
school, but left in 1900 four months prior to his
graduation. At that time he entered the newspaper
business at Ash Grove, beginning to publish the
,\dvance, and two years later was joined by his father
In 1904 Mr. Waddle gave up
in this enterprise.
newspaper life for a time, being for two years engaged
in farming in Missouri, b\it in 1906, on coming to
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City, began editing the Weir City Journal, with
This has
which he has been identified ever since.
been developed into a strong and intluential organ
of the republican party, and a newspaper that is
known for its reliability and sound worth. Under
Mr. Waddle 's management its subscription list is
showing a pleasing growth each year, and the merchants and professional men are showing their appreciation of Mr. Waddle 's efforts by good advertising
support. The jiaper has always been a good booster

Weir

its community 's interests and those of the people
and has been a valuable factor in the securing of
civic improvements and general benefits.
Mr. Waddle is a stalwart rejiublican and is promi-

for

nent in the ranks of his party, liaving formerly served
as precinct committeeman and now serving his second
term as treasurer of tlie Republican Central Committee. He has been a member of the school board of
Weir City for six years, and during the last year has
occupied the office of ]iresideut thereof. Fraternally
he belongs to Weir City Camp, No. 714, Modern
Woodmen of America, of which he is past consul. He
is also an ex-member of the International Typographical Union, and belongs to the Weir City Commercial
Club.

Mr. Waddle was married at Weir City, Missouri, in
June, 1902, to Miss Ella Neergaard, daughter of
T. A. and Ella (Lybarger) Neergaard. the former of
whom, a farmer, is deceased. Mrs. Waddle's mother
married again after her first husband 's death, and is
now Mrs. B. M. Foust and resides near Elk City,
Oklahoma. Two children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Waddle; Lamar, born December 24, 190.3, a
freshman in tlie Weir City High School; and Vivian,
born November ',. 190S, who attends the graded
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His father was a Free Will Baptist minister. The
son joined the church of the same faith. While he
was of a religious turn he was also a good thinker,
and his soul was ever filled with mercy. The doctrine of eternal punishment and endless misery did
not appeal to him. He was so constituted that he
could never keep from speaking out plainly and de-

nouncing any abuse coming to his knowledge. He
s|ioke iiis minil on the matter of future punishment.
This did not ])lease his church and he was dismissed
because he would not change his views and confess
that he was in error.
Mr. .Johufon was a

American

citizen.

vigorous

He thought

and independent

for himself on all sub-

He had little faith in blind partisanship. It
jects.
was his judgment that the salvation of the country
did not rest with any particular party^ He believed
in the broad application of the laws of humanity to

He believed that every man
jiolitical conditions.
should have opportunity to work and that he should
receive liberal compensation for the labor he performed. To him the fact that there was industrial
oppression of the great mass of the people was
plainly evident. And Mr. Johnson was a man who
never evaded any responsibility. He believed it was
This
his duty to help remedy any existing wrong.
caused him to align himself with the liberal movement in politics. He was in the greenback, union
labor and populist parties. He voted for James G.
Birney and Horace Greeley for President. In the
later years of his life he was of the opinion that the
emancipation of the laborers of America from social
and industrial thraldom would come through socialism, and he Itecame a member of the socialist party.
He was no dreamer. He did not deceive himself.

movement he

schools.

He

John Millig.\n Johnson. Recently there died at
a Kansan whose character was even more
important than his material achievements. He came

championed succeed in his day. He did his duty to
He persociety and to his country as he saw it.
formed his duty as his conscience directed, and
trusted the future for the benefit he was sure would
result to humanity. Only such men are real leaders.

Manhattan

within four years of living a century and he was a
figure in the activities of the frontier until the frontier had passed away. But more important than all
his experiences were the moral forces that emanated
from his life, and the things he stood for, believed
It is therefore as a
in, and worked to bring about.

character sketch that the following paragraphs are
offered, and they find an appropriate place in the
history of Kansas.
John Milligan Johnson was born at Pickueyville,
Perry County, Illinois, .lanuary 29, 1820. His grandfather was a companion of Daniel Boone in his adventures through the western wilderness. His parents were natives of Kentucky and sometime prior
to 18,32 they moved to Northern Illinois, settling in
the vicinity of Rock Island. When the Black Hawk
war came on in 1832 they were still living there.
This gave the boy an opportunity to see this small
war with the Indians. To the end of liis life he
remembered many incidents of those stirring times.
Having a keen sense of humor, nothing of the ridiculous escaped his attention. He would tell of a certain siege. The people were gathered in a fort. One
new recruit was afraid to stand up to the port-hole
and take aim at the foe. He would put his gun up
to the port and fire at random. He was admonished
by an old frontiersman and Indian fighter who said
to him: ".John, those Indians are not
up in the sky
flying around turkeys, as you seem to think, if your
shooting is any sign. They are down here on the
ground where any soldier with courage and sense
can see them; take good aim and shoot at them."

did not expect to live to see the

requires a sublime courage to stand for those
things which only bring success in the far future.
But it is the salvation of the world that there
have always been such men.
In 1859 Mr. Johnson removed from Missouri to
Nebraska. There he engaged in freighting across
the great plains. In this business he continued for
seven years, driving over the old Oregon trail to
Denver and Salt Lake City. His integrity was well
known. Shippers knew that every pound of freight
entrusted to him would be delivered at its destination in good condition if it was in the power of
man to do it. He dealt justly with the Indians, but
was also firm in requiring them to be just to him.
He came to be well known among them and they
respected him and protected his trains. He saw the
jdains lilack witli millions of buffalo. Sometimes he
was obliged to stop and permit them to pass on before
he could resume his journey. He w^as disgusted with
the wanton slaughter of these great game animals.
He saw them slain by thousands, for their hides only.
Against this cruel practice he protested, and he refused to kill them. He was proud to say that he
never killed a buffalo.
Mr. .lohnson moved to Kansas from Nebraska and
There
settled on a farm in Pottawatomi(! County.
he lived until age began to weigh him dov\ni. He
was twice married. All his children by his first marriage are dead. One of them. Bird .Johnson, was long
connected with the Rocky Mountain News. Of the
children by his second marriage four .are still living:
It

'
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W. .Tohnson, 820 Lincoln Street, Topcka; Jesse
K. Johnson of Lincoln, Nebraska; Oscar Johnson;
ami Mrs. Fred Ilulse of Manhattan, Kansas. John
W. ami Josse arc connected with the Capper pub-

.lolin

lications at Topeka.
Tliis good citizen and pioneer in three states lived
He died from an accident at
to extreme old age.
Manhattan, April 2, 1916, aged ninety-six years.
At his funeral the minister said:

•'He did not believe that in heaven where God's
will is done, that the rum power was allowed to exist,
and so he was among the lirst to try to wipe this
evil from the face of the earth.
"He did not believe that in heaven where God's
will is done, men have greater privileges than
women and so he always favored female suffrage.
"He could not l)olicve that in heaven where God's
will is supreme that some live in luxury while others
suffered in want and misery and so he reasoned that
socialism was right, because it was the only way
to have God's will done on earth, as it is in heaven.
And to you, his children and grandchildren, I will
say weep not, his work is done. Listen to the voice
of one that spoke as never man spoke and I believe
in spite of doctrines and dogmas that he has received that welcome plaudit 'as you did it unto the
least of these you have done it also unto me, enter
thou into the joy of the Lord.' He has left to you
neither lands nor gold but he has given you an inheritance of greater value. And I ask you to improve those splendid qualities of heart and mind
inherited from a noble sire and go forward as he did
battling for the right, as God gives you to see the
Until our Father's will is done on earth as
right.
it is in heaven, or until your earthly career is ended
and you will find, as did your father, that on the
flowery path of duty there is no dark river to cross.
I care not for your temples and creeds, one thing
hold sure and fast, 'tis in the many ample days and
'

deeds that soul of

man

is cast.'

"

Clayton A. Swiggett is a mechanical engineer
both by college diploma and by long and practical
experience gained in many localities and in many
He is now superintendent of the Western
positions.
States Portland Cement Company at Independence,
and is contributing his ability towards the making of
that one of the great industries of Kansas.
The Western States Portland Cement plant began
operations at Independence in 1905, and from time to
time it has been enlarged and improved until its annual capacity is now a million barrels.
About
250 men are employed and the pay roll is one
of the chief assets of local property.
The plant
is situ.ated a mile southeast of Independence, while
the offices are in the plant with a branch office in
Kansas City. A dozen buildings make up the group
of the plant, while the limestone quarry and the clay
mines are immediately on the premises. The officers
company are: A. W. Shulthis, of Independence,
president; B. F. Henry of Lamar, Colorado, vice
president; C. B. McVay, secretary and treasurer, and
C. A. Swiggett, superintendent.
of this

In 1624 Herman Swigert came from Germany and

settled in New Amsterdam, now New
1700 his son. Otto Swigert, settled in

York City;

in

Pennsylvania,
now Delaware; in 1760, grandson of Otto Swigert,
James Swiget, settled in what is now Casey County,

Kentucky; in 1829, Nathan Swiget moved from Kentucky to Pike County, Illinois, with one son, George
Swiget, then three years old. It was during this time

the additional letters crept into the name which is
now spelled Swiggett.
Andrew Swiggett, son of George Swiget, was born
May 27, 1854, at New Salem, Pike County, Illinois,
and moved to Kansas in 1872, and married Celia A.
December 31, 1876; from which union there

Mooney,
were three

children,

Flovd

P.,

Clayton

A.,

and

Marv E.
Andrew Swiggett

first located at Towanda, afterto Eldorado, Kansas, and in 1905, to
Wichita, wliere he still resides; he is a hotel propriemember of the
tor, a progressive in politics, and a

ward moving

Masonic fraternity.
In the maternal line, the Mooneys originated in the
Isle of Man, and were New Jersey settlers also in
Isaac Mooney, Celia Mooney 's father,
colonial days.
was a native of Illinois, moved to Kansas in the early
Butler
d.ays and helped found the town of Towanda,
County. He died there; he was a Christian minister
and for many years was president of a Christian
college in Northern Kansas.
Clayton A. Swiggett received his early education
County, Kansas, graduating from the High School of Eldorado in 1901;
found his first employment in the Santa Fo shops in
New Mexico. He spent three years learning the trade
of machinist from a practical standpoint. After that
he worked at his trade in old Mexico, California,
through the gold fields of Alaska, in the Cour D'Alene
mining district of Idaho, and then returned to KanFor a year he was a student in the Fairmount
sas.
Kansas
College at Wichita, and then entered the
State University, where in 1910 he was graduated
and given the degree of mechanical engineer.
Since leaving the university, Mr. Swiggett 's work
As
has been identified with the cement industry.
mechanical engineer and assistant superintendent he
was connected with the Tola Portland Cement Company at lola, Kansas, until March, 1916. He then
accepted his present post as superintendent of the
Western States Portland Cement Company at Inde-

in the public schools of Butler

pendence.

Politically, Mr. Swiggett is an independent demois a member of the American Society of
crat.
Mechanical Engineers, and is affiliated with the lola

He

Lodge No. 569, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks. At lola, in 1915, he married Miss Florence Setterstrom, daughter of Judge J P. and Mrs. Setterstrom, who reside at Elsmore, K.ansas. Her father is
a prominent citizen of Allen County, being a farmer,
a dealer in real estate, and also probate judge.
C. B. McVat is secretary and treasurer of the Western States Portland Cement Company of IndependHe has been identified with the manufacture
ence.
and sale of cement for over fifteen years, that having
been the chief work of his life.
He was born in Yankton, South Dakota, in 1878.
His .^ncesto^s, the McV.ays, were Scotch people who
settled in Pennsylvania more than a century ago.
The father, William H. McV.iy, was born at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in 1839, was reared and married
near Warren County, Ohio, his wife, Eebecca Rutan,
being a native of Trumbull County, Ohio. In 1876
ho moved out to Yankton, South Dakota, and was a
well known banker of that city until his death in
His widow now resides in Portland, Oregon.
1907.
of
Politically he was a republican and was a member
The five children were:
the Masonic fraternity.
Mary, wife of George Wilson, a farmer living at Portland, Oregon; William H., connected with a wholesale
hardware house at Portland, Oregon; C. B. McV.ay;

i
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H. G. MoVay, a mechanical engineer at Portland; and
Catherine B., living with her mother.
Mr. McVay attended public school in Yankton and
for two years was a student in Yankton College.
Leaving school in 1900, he came east to Union City,
Michigan, and was assistant chemist of the cement
plant there for three years. Eeturning to Y'ankton,
he spent seven years as chemist and sales manager
in the cement plant of that city, and in 1010 identified
himself with the Marquette Cement Plant in La Salle,
Illinois, remaining with that concern a year as a
salesman. He was next sales manager for one year
with a cement concern at Dallas, Texas, and from
there came to the Western States Portland Cement
Company of Independence, and on January 1, 1916,

became its secretary and treasurer.
Mr. MeVay and family reside at 300 East Locust
Street in Independence. Politically he takes an independent stand in local matters, but generally is a
He is a member of the Country and
republican.
Rotary clubs of Independence, belongs to the United
Commercial Travelers, and is affiliated vrith St. John 's
Lodge No. 1, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at
Y'ankton, with Mirzah Temple of the Mystic Shrine
at Pittsliurg, Kansas, with Oriental Consistory No. 1
of the Thirty-Second Degi'ee Scottish Rite at Y'ankton, and also with Elks Lodge No. 99-t at Yankton. In
his native city in South Dakota in 1908 he married
Jennie Gamble, daughter of H. S. and Eva Gamble,
Her father, now deceased, conducted a loan and insurance business at Yankton.
The mother still resides in that city.
To their union have been born
three children: Chester B., born August 1, 1911;
Jennie A., born .Tuly 1.5, 1914; and Hugh G., born
January 14, 1916.

Bert

L.

Horton, whose

full

name

is

Hubert Lee

Horton, has spent about thirteen years of his life
Kansas and is one of the large oil producers in
Montgomery County. His home and many of hia
business interests are at Wayside.
He is of Pennsylvania birth and ancestry. There
were three Horton brothers back in colonial times
who came from England. Mr. Horton 's grandfather,
Thomas Horton, was reared in New York State,
where for a time in the early days he conducted a
distillery, but subsequently moved to Tioga County,
Pennsylvania, where he engaged in farming until his
in

death.

was in Tioga County, Pennsylvania, that Hubert
Horton was born November 23, 1876.
His
father Hector Horton was born in New Y'ork State
in 1823, went to Tioga County as a young man, was
married there, and followed farming and stock raisHe was a reing until his death in August, 1898.
The maiden name of his wife was Perpublican.
melia Emmick, who was born at Babb 's Creek, now
Morris, Pennsylvania, and is still living in Butler
County of that state. Their children were: Charles
A., an oil producer in Butler County, Pennsylvania;
It

Lee

Prank, in the pipe pulling business in the Tulsa oil
fields and a resident of Tulsa, Oklahoma;
Maria,
wife of A. C. English, who has a fruit farm at
La Porte, Texas; George E., an oil well driller
at Bartlesville, Oklahoma; F. J., who is one of the
very successful men of lola, Kansas, where he is
known both as a farmer and as an oil and gas producer; May, who died unmarried in 1899 in Tioga
County, Pennsylvania; and Bert L.
In his native Pennsylvania County Bert L. Horton
acquired his early education, and spent his youthful
years on his father's farm. In 1900 he came to Kan-

1871

first to Allen County, where he worked in the
Since 1902 his home has
gas fields for two years.
been at Wayside in Montgomery County. He laid
the foundation of his success as a contractor in the
drilling of oil and gas wells, and for the past seven
years has been an important producer. He now ha3
His prosperity is also
forty-three producing wells.
rellected in the ownership of considerable real estate,
including tlie old home farm of 160 acres in Tioga
County, Pennsylvania. He has 144 acres in Neosho
County, Kansas, and his place at Wayside includes
a town home and 80 acres of land.
Politically he is a republican and he takes much
interest in Masonry, being affiliated with lola Lodge,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Wichita Consistory No. 2 of the Scottish Rite, and Mirzah Temple of tlie Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at Pittsburg,

sas,

Kansas.
In November, 1907, at Wayside Mr. Horton marHer parents,
Miss Lillian Frances Jones.
ried
Tliomas H. and Mary Jones are both now deceased,
her father having been a pioneer in Montgomery
County, a school teacher in early days, and later a
farmer. Three children have been born to their marLucine Permelia, liorn in April, 1909 Wilm'a
riage
Mary, born in February, 1911; and Ruth, born September 8, 1914.
'

:

;

One of the very first
Kansas, was Samuel Dexter
Houston, who located a claim on Wildcat Creek and
He was one
built a cabin there, in December, 18.53.
of the county 's foremost citizens for more than a
half century and his name is linked with some of the
most important events in its early history and with
S.1JIUEL

Dexter Hou.ston.

settlers in Riley County,

He
those of other representative men of his time.
in the councils that worked on the
construction of the Kansas State Constitution.
Samuel Dexter Houston was born at Columbus,
Ohio, June 11, 1818, and died at the home of his
was conspicuous

daughter, Mrs. Luke Parsons, at Salina, Kansas,
February 29, 1910. He was a son of Caleb and Elizabeth
Houston.
His father was born in
Purdy
New Hampsliire, from which state he emigrated to
Ohio in 1812 and there married Elizabeth Purdy,
who was a native of Pennsylvania.
When Samuel Dexter Houston was twelve years
old, his parents removed to Illinois and there he
grew to manhood. His first visit to Riley County
was made in the winter of 1853 and his impressions
of the country were so favorable that he located a
claim that was situated not far from the mouth of
what is still known as Wildcat Creek. On the shore
(

)

this secluded little slieet of water he built his
He returned then to Illinois
primitive log cabin.
but in the spring of 1854 brought his family to the
pioneer home and for many years they lived in the
cabin in the fertile valley of Wildcat Creek.

of

In 1842 Mr. Houston was married to Miss Mary
Jane Rankin, who was a daughter of Rev. William
C. Rankin.
She died March 8, 1848, in Iowa, where
Mr. Houston was engaged in farming. They had the
Catherine Amanda, who was
following children:
born January 10, 1843, is the wife of Luke Parsons
and they reside at Salina, Kansas; Annie Elizabeth,
who was born November 22, 1845, resides with her
sister, Mrs. Parsons; and Sarah Hunter, who died in
infancy.

Mr. Houston returned thou to Illinois and on May
was married there to Tabitha Kimble, who
was born at Cadiz, Ohio, June 10, 1825, and died in
To this
Riley County, Kansas, November 18, 1904.
20, 1850,
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marriage the foUowiug children wore born

Lorefta,
Sunuiel Dexter, Jr., who was
iu
born July 11, 185:;, is now residing
Texas; Mary
Luellen, who was born Xoveniber 1, 1853, is unmarried and lives at Denver, Colorado; Charles Sum-

who died

iu

:

iiifam-y;

who was born June 20, 1855, in Riley County,
has always resided in this county and with his sister,
Mrs. Charles A. Green, occupies the old family homestead: Angelica, who died iu infancy; Lawrence Nile,
who was born July !), 1858, is a resident of Okmulgee,
Oklahoma; Ulysses Grant, who was born November
23, 1860, was" graduated iu 1881 from the Kansas
State Agricultural College and is now a lecturer, his
home being at Enid, Oklahoma; Hortense L., who was
born April 8, 1863, is the wife of A. G. Martin, of
Miami, Oklahoma; and Lablanche, who was born
January 17, 1869. She is the wife of Charles A.
Green, 'who was born in Sweden, November 29, 1873,
and at the age of six years was brought to America
by his jiareuts; Mr. and Mrs. Green reside on the
old parental homestead in Manhattan Township, Kiley
County.
Dipping into the authenticated history of Riley
County it is i>roved that Samuel Dexter Houston
played an important part in jmblic affairs. In the
fall of 180-1 he, with Judge S. W. Johnson, of Ohio;
Judge J. M. Russell, of Iowa; E. M. Thurston, of
Maine, and Dr. A. II. Wilcox, college graduates, met
at the mouth of Blue River and located a town site
and named it Canton. On March 24, 1855, Isaac T.
Goodnow, Luke P. Lincoln, C. H. Lovejoy, N. R.

ner,

Wright, C. N. Wilson and Joseph Wintermute, com-

mittee of a New England company, appeared upon
the scene.
They were soon followed by the other
members of the New England cojnpany and the new
town they named Boston. In April, 1855, a Cin-

Mutual agreement was
ajipeared.
the parties and eventually the name
Manhattan was accepted. Mr. Houston aided in laying out what is now the prosperous City of Manhattan and one of its principal thoroughfares was
named Houston in his honor.
cinnati

colony

made between

In July, 1861, Mr. Houston was appointed by
President Lincoln, receiver of public moneys at the
An ardent luitiJunction City Federal land office.
slavery man, he bore an active and influential part
in the struggle that made Kansas a free state, and,
as previously mentioned, assisted in formulating the
When the republican party
first state constitution.
came into existence he felt that he could safely unite
with an organization that so entirely expressed his
own principles and he continued this affiliation until
the close of his long life.
He was the first state
senator from Riley County and represented Riley
and Pottawatomie counties in the state Legislature
from 1860 to 1862. At the outbreak of the Civil war
Mr. Houston participated in the military movements
that succeeded in keeping the Confederate General
Price and his legions off of Kansas soil.
Mr. Houston was a man of great force of character
and courageous in ailvocating the principles he beHe was a fine organizer and so
lieved to be right.
judicious and so enlightened, having l)een well educated, that his ojiinions were acceptable to any body
of his fellow citizens whose aims were as high as
As a husband and father he met every
his own.
demand and as a neighbor his heljifulness, especially
In the early days when assistance was needed on
His
every side, made strong bonds of friendship.
finely improved property including a handsome, commodious stone residence, have long been admirable
examples of what the early settlers of the county pro-

duced notwithstaniling pioneer hardships, and probably his homestead farm ranks with the very best in
the county. An exemplary citizen and in every sense
a wortliy man, he ranked with the builders of the
great State of Kansas.

Harry W. Suideler.

For the reason tliat
and educational professions are in
many ways so closely allied, it is a happy combination
of talents that allows an indiviilual to participate in
the work of the schoolroom and at the same time to
devote a part of his abilities to the editing of a
newspaper. Prof. Harry W. Shideler, superintendent
Prof.

the .iournalistie

of schools of Girard, Kansas, has for many years been
well known in educational circles as a thorough and
learned instructor, and in more recent years has
ent<>red the field of journalism as one of the proprietors of the Girard Press, a newspajier of acknowledged
Both as an educator
influence and wide circulation.
and an editor he is doing much for the progress and
advancement of his community, and his record in
public life and as a private citizen is one which gives
him merited prestige among the helpful men of this
part of Crawford County.
Harry W. Shideler was born in Clay County, Indiana. .January 14, 1873, and is a son of Henry and
Sojihia (Harbaugh) Shideler. The family in America
traces its lineage back to the year 1730, when .Tohanne
Shideler, a native of Germany emigrated to this country and took up his residence in Pennsylvania, where
he followed farming. Later the family branched out
to other states, notably Ohio, where, in 1818, the

grandfather of Prof. Shideler, Daniel Shideler was
born. He was a farmer and blacksmith in Ohio, later
moved to Clav Countv, Indiana, and finally came west
to Cherokee County, Kansas, where his death occurred
He was married first to Miss
in the fall of 1881.
Lowrey, a native of Ohio who died in that state, and
among their children was Henry Shideler. The grandfather contracted a second marriage with Miss Culler.
Henry Shideler was born in 1845, near Berlin, Ohio,
and when he was but a boy rtas taken by his parents
to Clay County, Indiana, where he lived on a farm
and was educated in the district schools. Wlien still
a young man he learned the wagonmaker's trade, was
subsc(|Uently engaged in teaching for several years
and finally turned his attention to farming. In the
fall of 1881 he came to Kansas and located in Cherokee County, where he purchased 120 acres of land,
and this he has since increased to nearly 300 acres,
lie still continues to cultivate his property, and is
known as one of the substantial agriculturists of his
Mr. Shideler is a republican, on the ticket
locality.
of which party he was elected township trustee while
In Cherokee
residing in Clay County, Indiana.
County, he has served as a member of the county
high school board. In 1863, Mr. Shideler enlisted in
the Fifty-ninth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, with which he served until the close of the Civil
war. participating in numerous engagements and being
with General Sherman on his f.amous march to the sea.
Mr. Shideler was first married to Miss Sophia Harbaugh. who was born in 1853, in Clay County, Indi.ana,
and died in 1885, in Cherokee County, Kansa.s. To
this union there were born four children: Harry W.;
Dora, who married Frank Painter, a farmer of Crawford County, Kansas; Daniel W., a farmer of this
county; and .Tohn W., who is superintendent of the
Mr. Shideler
schools of Vermillion, South Dakota.
was again married to Mrs. Susan fOglesby) HufTer,
who still survives, and they became the parents of
two children: Floyd T., who lives with his parents on
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home faim: and Goldie May, a teacher in the
public schools of Cherokee County.
Harry W. Shideler gained his primary education in
the public schools of Cherokee County, and when
seventeen years of age began teaching in the country
districts.
In the following year he entered the Kansas
Normal College, at Fort Scott, which he attended for
five years, and from which he was graduated in 1896,
but in the meantime had not given up his teaching,
the greater part of which had been done in Cherokee
County, although for one year he was at Swan Lake,
Idaho. Thus, combining his work as a teacher with
his study as a pupil, he gained an excellent preparation for what he had decided upon as his career.
In 1896 Mr. Shideler became professor of economics
and history in the Kansas Normal College, and after
two years thus spent resigned to enlist, in 1898, in
the Twentieth Regiment, Kansas Volunteer Infantry.
He went to the Philippine Islands as second lieutenant
of his company, and after a year returned to San
the

Francisco and was honorably discharged and mustered
out of the service wearing the shoulder-straps of a
At that time he came to
captain, in October, 1SP9.
Girard, and in the winter of 1900 became principal
of the high school here, a position which he retained
for two years. Professor Shideler next went to Fort
Scott, where he had his first experience in the newspaper business, but after one year was elected superintendent of schools in Girard, an office which he has
retained to the present. He has under his supervision
;!
schools, 21 teachers and 800 pupils, and has done
nuich to improve the system and to elevate educational standards.
In 1904 and 190.5, to fill out the
unexpired term of Harry E. Hornaday, he acted in
in the capacity of county superintendent of schools.
He is a member of the state board of education,
belongs to the Kansas State Teachers' Association,
and in 1907 was president of the Southeastern Kansas
Teachers' Association.
In the fall of 191.5, Professor Shideler purchased
an interest in the Girard Press, a republican sheet
which was established in 1866. and which now circulates in Crawford and the surrounding counties, with
an exceptionally large foreign list. The paper is pub-

by the firm of Wasser & Shideler, and its modern
and plant are situated at the corner of Forest
and Siunmit avenues.
The Press exerts a strong
influence in the territory in which it circulates, and

lished

offices

a well-printed, well-edited organ, giving its readers
and authentic news in regard to questions and
happenings both local and national, possessing an editorial page of marked merit, and devoting a good deal
of its space to matters calculated to be of benefit to
Girard and Crawford County. It has the reputation of
being an excellent advertising medium.
Mr. Shideler is a pronounced republican, and has
been more than ordinarily active in the affairs of his
He served as a 'member of the Girard City
party.
Council for four years, and in 1909 was sent to the
Kansas Legislature to represent Crawford County.
His record in th.at body was a good one, and his
labors were strenuous and fruitful of good results as
a member of the ways and means, educational,
military affairs and puijlic health committees.
Mr.
Shideler and the members of his family belong to the
Christian Cliurch.
He is fraternally' affiliated with
Girard Lodge, No. 9.3, Ancient Fre'e and
Accepted
Masons, of which he is past master, and the Ancient
Order of United Workmen, and also holds
membership
in the Girard Commercial Club.
He has been successful in a material
way, and in addition to his own
residence at 105 Western
Avenue, South, and the
is

live

^

1873

dwelling next door, owns a valuable farm of eighty
acres in Crawford County, located one-half mile
south of Girard.
Professor Shideler was married in September, 1897,
at Fort Scott, to Miss Iva L. Jessup, daughter of the
late Solomon P. Jessup, who for many years was a
farmer of Cherokee County. Five children have been
born to this union: Harry Kenneth, born June 23,
1898, and now a student at the Kansas Agricultural

Manhattan; Ralph Jessup, born September
Girard High School Robert
Theodore, born October 1, 1902, a sophomore at the
high school: Fred Muriel, born September 23, 1904,
attending the graded schools; and Frank Jessup, born
August 24, 1915.
College,

20, 1900, a junior at the

;

Edward Norrls Wentworth. Editor, auand professor of animal breeding at the Kansas
State Agricultural College, at Manhattan, Edward
Norris Wentworth has accomplished more in the way
of adding to the knowledge of mankind, in his twenty-nine years, than have many others in a whole
lifetime. His studies have been particularly directed
along the line of animal breeding, but, while making
this his specialty, he has further broadened his field
of knowledge and has won collegiate honors and degrees through high scholarship.
Edward Norris Wentworth was born at Dover,
New Hampshire, .January 11, 1887, and is a son of
Elmer M. and Elizabeth t. (Towne) Wentworth. At
the age of six years he was taken by his parents to
new homes in the West. They tarried for a short
time in Indiana, moved then to Chicago, Illinois, and
from there, in 1894, to Marshalltown, Iowa.
It was in Iowa that Edward N. Wentworth grew
to manhood.
After attending the public schools he
matriculated in the Iowa State College, at Ames, and
was an apt student, being graduated from that institution in 1907, at the age of twenty years, with
Prof.

thor,

the degree of E. S. A. Two years later he received
from the same college the degree of M. S. In the fall
of 1907 he began his career as an
educator, as a
teacher in the animal husbandry department of the
Iowa State College, where he continued until May,
1913, when he was invited to Chicago and tendered
the position of associate editor of the Breeders'
Gazette, the leading livestock publication in America.
His editorial work on this .iournal was eminently satisfactory, showing thorough grasp of the
subjects that were his specialities, which subjects he
made interesting and instructive to its readers. He
continued with the Gazette until September, 1914,
when he came to the Kansas State Agricultural College to assume the duties of his present position.
As a writer, especially in his own particular line,
Professor Wentworth has won an enviable
reputation.
He is the author of five small volumes, published under the general title, "Cattle
Husbandry."
In collaboration with Dr. L. J. Cole, of the University of AVisconsin, he is co-author of a text book on
heredity in relation to live stock breeding.
He
leads a busy intellectual as well as practical
life,
contributing to farm literature, extending the scope
of his educational work, and at the same time
giving
close attention to the every
day developments pertaining to his division, one of the most important
ill
the college departments.
In 1911 Professor Wentworth was united in marriage with Miss Alma McCulla, a descendant of
Scotch -Irish stock. Through heroic ancestors. Professor Wentworth is a Son of the American Revolution, of which his father was national president in
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He

belongs to numerous scientific organizaare included: the American Society of Zoologists, the American Society of Naturalists, the American Society of Animal Production and
others,, and is a fellow of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science and a member of its
council board.
He retains full membership in his
Greek fraternity of college days, the Sigma Alpha
Epsilon, and in the honorary fraternities, the Alpha
Zeta (agricultural), the Sigma Delta Chi (iournalistic), the Aljilia Psi (veterinary) and the Phi Kappa
Phi, being a member of the national board of regents of the latter fraternity.
At no time in the world 's history has agriculture
been of such vital importance as the present and it
is encouraging to realize that its
development is the
chosen work of such able and enthusiastic men as
Professor Wentworth. In the solution of the problems to which they give attention lies undoubtedly
the future maintenance and preservation of the hu1916.
tions

man

among which

race.

Frederick Winklee, The name Winkler has long
been prominent in the annals of Riley County and
especially in the northern part where, on Francy
Creek, the first permanent grist-mill in the county was
built by August Winkler, a brother of the late Frederick Winkler.
The former came to Rilev Countv in
The Winkler brotliers
1857, and the latter in 1860.
became joint proprietors of Wiukler's Mill, which
was a landmark, and operated it for many years toFrederick Winkler continued to operate the
gether.
mill until within five or six years of his death. Constructed of native stone, the old mill still stands as
a monument to the thrift and entcri)rise of the Winkler brothers, and the nearby village and
postofEce
of Winkler was named in their honor.

Frederick Winkler was born in Saxony, Germany,
6, IS.'ie, and died in Riley Countv, Kansas,
November 15, 1900. In the spring of I860 he came
to the United States, following his older brother's
example, and immediately joined him in Riley County,
Kansas. Perliaps nothing contributed more to the
health and contentment of early settlers in any section
than the establishing of a grist mill and lio doubt
the Winkler brothers found many to encourage them

January

in their enterprise.
The old mill was patronized well
and was a paying property during almost its entire

In addition to his mill interests,
period of use.
Frederick Winkler was a large land owner and became
an extensive farmer and stock raiser. His different
business undertakings proved successful, but
they were
never speculative, his ample fortune being amassed
along legitimate lines, and he prized his reputation
as a man of honest and upright character. He was a
faithful member of the German Lutheran Church.

Mr. Winkler was married to Miss Pauline Vogler,
in Germany.
She survived her husband
about thirteen years, passing away at the age of seventy-two, mourned by her children and the' community,
for she was kind and helpful to
every one. She was
a member of the German Lutheran Church.
Five
children survive Mr. and Mrs.
Winkler, namely:
Flora, Theodore, August. Sophia and Frederick. The
present Frederick Winkler resides on the old home
place where he was born October 4, 1880, and is considered one of the most dependable citizens and most
successful farmers and stockmen in this section of
In 191.3 he was united in marriage
Biley County.
with Miss Erna Kunze.
Like his late father he is
a democrat in his political opinions.

who was born

Dakiel Lester Mowrey of Wayside
extensive

is a man of
the oil districts of the
manager of oil production in this

experience

Southwest, and is
part of Kansas.

in

His ancestors came originally from Germany and
settled in Pennsylvania.
The family as a whole has
furnished its male members chiefly to the mechanical
trades and professions, and the family record is a
very worthy one. Mr. Mowrey was born at Emerickville, Pennsylvania, January 20, 1885, and having
only recently passed his thirtieth birthday has the
])romise of mftny years of usefulness before him.
His father, W. H. Mowrey, was born in Pennsylvania in 18-14, and died "at Emerickville in 1907.
His active career was spent as a farmer and stock
raiser.
As a democrat he was entrusted with a number of township offices, and was also a liberal supW. H.
porter of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mowrey married Catherine Ishman, who was born in
Pennsylvania in 1859 and died at Emerickville in
1904.
Daniel L. Mowrey of Wayside is their oldest
child.
The others are: Theodore, a machinist at
Sharon, Pennsylvania; Clyde, also a machinist at
Sharon; Amor, a steel worker at Sharon; .:Vlvin, who
assists his brother Daniel at AVayside;
Raymond,
still in school at Spartansburg,
W.
Pennsylvania.
H. Mowrey 's first wife was a MLss Hunsinger. Her
cliildren were: Charles, who is machinist in a
paper
mill
at Johnsonburg, Pennsylvania;
Hermann, a
farmer at Emerickville; Michael, a farmer at Mays^-ille,
Pennsylvania; George, an engineer at Reynoldsville, Pennsylvania; and Mary, wife of Charles
McMillan, who is connected with a tannery at
Reynoldsville.
Daniel L. Mowrey received his early education in
the imblic schools of his native town in Pennsylvania,
He called his education in the common
schools completed at the age of sixteen, but in 1903
took a general course in a business college at Reynoldsville.
Thereafter for seven years he was in a
store at Russell City, Pennsylvania, but in 1910
came to the Southwest and found employment in
the Oklahoma oil fields.
He was an oil pumper and
tool dresser in Oklahoma, but since moving to Wayside, in 1915, has become a successful manager, and
now handles the fourteen producing wells of the
firm of Lucas & Wiles.
Mr. Mowrey is independent
in politics and is afliliated with Wavside Lodge,
No. 660, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
He is unmarried.
J. Lon.s Griswold, M. D.
During his long and
active practice at Columbus, Doctor Griswold has become a recognized specialist in medical and surgical
work, and has well earned a position among the foremost memliers of liis profession in Cherokee County.
Doctor Griswold has lived in this section of Kansas
for more th.an thirty years, and was a druggist before
taking up his studies and i>reparations for medicine.
He was born on a farm in Bureau County, Illinois.
His Griswold ancestors came originally from Wales
and were colonial settlers in Connecticut. His grandfather, Willard Griswold, was born in Connecticut in
1776.
He w.is the son of a soldier of the American
Revolution, and other members of the family were also
represented in the patriot armies. Willard Griswold
tiecame a pioneer farmer in the State of Iowa, where
he died in 1874.
Hubbard Griswold, father of Doctor Griswold, has
for many years been a well known citizen of Southeastern Kansas.
Born in Livingston County, New
York, in 1830, he grew up in that state, and spent
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part of his boyhood as a "bound boy." He worked
hard to earn his own living from an early age, and
His was a
as a young man went west to Michigan.
For a time he was a
life of varied experience.
boatman on the Mississippi River. He became an
active farmer prior to the war, and after his marriage
in Michigan moved to Illinois in 1855.
During the
war he tried two different times to enlist, but was
rejected on account of disability. In 1868 Hubbard
Griswold moved to Northern Missouri, was engaged in
farming there for a number of years, and in 1883
moved to Montgomery County, Kansas, where he was
one of the early settlers in that now rich and

populous district. He is now past eighty-five years
He
of age and is living quietly retired at Cajiey.
came to his majority in time to participate as one of
the first voters of the Republican party, and has
always been stanchly aligned with that organization.
He is also a Mason. Hubbard Griswold married
Susan A. Kinney, who was born in Livingston County,
New York, in 1828, and died at Toledo, Ohio, in 1910.
There were three children
Alonzo, who is a cattle
rancher at Montoya, New Mexico; Dr. J. Louis; and
Emma Hopkins, who lives at Toledo, Ohio, where
Mr. Hopkins is in the employ of the Standard Oil
:

Company.
Doctor Griswold spent ten years of his early youth
Mercer County, Missouri, and while there received
nio?;t of his public school training.
His father's farm
was his home until he was twenty-four, but in the
meantime lie had been awarded a certificate and
taught for four years in the country schools of Northin

ern Missouri.
It was as a school teacher that Doctor Griswold first
became known to the people of Southeastern Kansas.

He

taught one term in Montgomery County, beginning
and then embarked in the drug business at
in Clierokee County.
For twenty years
Doctor Griswold owned and operated his drug store
at Crestline, and it was from this occupation that he
graduated into a professional career. He took up the
study of medicine whUe a druggist at Crestline, and
completed his training in the College of Physicians
and Surgeons at St. Louis, where he received his
Doctor of Medicine degree in 1899. For the next six
years Doctor Griswold practiced at Crestline, but since
1905 has had his home in Columbus, and his work in
that city has been exclusively as a specialist. He has
his offices in the Columbus State Bank Building at
the north corner of the Square.
Doctor Griswold
stands high among his fellow associates in medical
circles, is a member of the Cherokee County Medical
Society, the State and the Southeastern Kansas Medical societies and the American Medical Association.
While his life has counted much towards the welfare of his fellow citizens, Doctor Griswold has also
prospered in business affairs, and besides his home at
626 East Maple Street he owns .320 acres of land In
the State of New Mexico. Since coming to Columbus
he has served four years in the city council. He is a
republican, is affiliated with Prudence Lodge, No. 100,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Chapter No. 223,
Royal Arch Masons, both of Columbus, and with
Columbus Lodge; No. 387, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and Columbus Lodge, No. 12, Knights of
in 1884,
Crestline

Pythias.

In December, 1895, Doctor Griswold was married
in Cherokee County, to Miss Mamie Jannev,
daughter
of William and Mary (Brown) Janney, the latter now
deceased.
Her father, who is a retired farmer, lives
with Doctor and Mrs. Griswold.
To their marriage

have been born two daughters.

Mildred, born July

18,

1897,

is

now

1875
in the first year of the Cherokee

County High School at Columbus. Marjorie, born in
June, 1903, is in the eighth grade of the public
schools.

A. Frank Johnson. During his residence at Independence for thirty-five years A. Frank Johnson has
made a most commendable and successful business
record, and in many ways has found opportunity
to serve the public welfare as a private citizen. For
more than twenty years he has been in business as a
stock buyer and meat dealer, and is also a bank
director and the owner of considerable property.
A Pennsylvanian, he belongs to the branch of the
Johnson family which settled in Pennsylvania in
colonial days. His grandfather. Roan Johnson, spent
his life in that state as a farmer. A. Frank Johnson
was born at Strattonville, Clarion County, Pennsylvania, September 10, 1857. His father, Samuel Johnson, was born in the eastern part of the state April,
1818, and became one of the leading farmers and
citizens of Clarion County, where he served as county
treasurer and sheriff.
He died on his farm near
Strattonville in September, 1893. Politically he was
a democrat, and was a deacon in the Baptist Church.
Samuel Johnson married Miriam Owens, who was
born in Clarion County, Pennsylvania, in 1816 and
died there in 1904. Their children were: Andrew,
who served as a soldier of the Union army during the
Civil war, afterwards became a pioneer to the State
of Minnesota, and <lied there, being drowned while
crossing a river; John also was a Union soldier,
was woundeil, and died from his injuries shortly
after the war in Clarion County; George, who was
the third of these brothers to serve their country in
the Civil war, is still living at Strattonville. Pennsylvania, a farmer; Martha died young; Curtis was
a farmer and died in Clarion County at the age of

Emma

is the wife of Edward Loomis. a
fifty-eight;
hotel man at Pipestone, Minnesota; Dr. Samuel was a
jihysician and surgeon in Clarion County, where he

died: the eighth child is A. Frank; Rhoda died in
cliildhood in Clarion County: Hayes died in infancy.
A. Frank .Johnson spent his early life in his native
county, where he attended the public, schools. Starting out at the age of twenty-two to make a fortune
for himself, he came in 1880 to Kansas and spent
the first year clerking in a store at Liberty. Since

1881 his home has been in Independence, and he
has been a witness of ami a factor in the development of that city from the time it was a village.
For nine years he was a clerk in the general store
of Henry Baden, and was then connected with a
book store for four years. In 1894 Mr. Johnson
bought an interest in a meat market situated at 112

North Penn Avenue, and is now head of the firm of
.Tohnson & Goodell. While he leaves the operation
of the market itself to others, he
employs the most
of his time in the buying and selling of livestock.
The firm owns the building in which their market
is situated, and Mr. Johnson also owns a house at
212 South Eighth Street and his own home at 214
South Eighth. He is a director in the Independence
State Bank.
Politically he is a democrat, is a trustee in the
Methodist Episcopal Church, is past noble grand
of Independence Lodge No. 69, Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, a member of the
Rebekahs, and of
Independence Lodge No. 17, Ancient Order of
X'nitod Workmen, the Homesteaders and the Com-

mercial clubs.

Soon after coming

to

Kansas

in 1881 at

Libertv

KANSAS AND KANSANS

1876

he married Miss Carrie Parker, a daughter of C. W.
ami Mariiula Parker. Her father was a farmer and
is now deceased, while her mother resides with Mr.
and Mrs. Johnson at the age of eifihty-six years.
Into their household liave come five children: Edward L., who died at the age of four years; A. Frank,
Jr., a Presbyterian minister now located at Moran,
Kansas; Charles T., a graduate of the Western Dental College of Kansas City, Missouri, and now located in Northern Kansas, where he has a successful
practice; Edna, who died at the age of eleven
montlis; and Samuel K., still in the family circle.
Christi.^n Franklin Herring. Starting his independent career as a cowhoy on the open plains of
Tex.a.s, later engaging in handling stock in the Indian
country, next carrying on farming in Montgomery
County, Kansas, and giving this up to be identified
with mercantile pursuits and tlie oil fields of Oklahoma, Christian Franklin Herring finally settled down
in his present business, that of proprietor of an automobile garage at Tyro.
Mr. Herring's career h.i.s
been a varied and interesting one and has included
the vicissitudes ;ind experiences that make up tlie
lives of the men who have sought and found success
in the West and Southwest.
The i)rosperity which
has attended his present business indicates that he is
firmly established in business life, while that he has
placed himself substantially in the confidence of his
fellow-citizens

was

demonstrated

in

1915,

when

he was elected mayor of Tyro for a two-year term.
Christian Franklin Herring was born at Upper
Sandusky, Wyandotte County, Ohio, January 20, IS.'JG,
and is a son of Christopher and Mary (Ellis) Herring. Henry Herring, the grandfather of Mayor Herring, was born in 1792, in the Canton of Ba.sel. Switzerland, and as a young man served in the regular army
of his native land. In 1841 he brought his family to
the United States, settling in the vicinity of Upper
Sandusky, in Wyandotte County, Ohio, as a pioneer
farmer, and there continuing to reside during the
remainder of his life. He was well known and highly
thought of among the early settlers of that part of
Ohio, and tlirough an industrious life won a fair
measure of material success. He died in the faith
of the Lutheran Church, in 186S, having been active
in the work of that denomination throughout his
In politics he supported the democratic party.
life.
Christopher Herring was born in the Canton of
Basel, Switzerland, in 1832, and was nine years of
age when he accompanied his parents to the United
States.
He grew up in Wyandotte County, Ohio,
where he received a public school education, and was
there reared to farming and married, following which
he settled down to the raising of and dealing in stock.
In 1871 he sought the broader opportunities offered
by the West, locating in Indian Territory (now Oklahoma) but after twelve years returned to Upper
Sandusky, where his death occurred in 1904. He was
a man of upright principles, honest in his business
dealings and true to his obligations, and had the
esteem and confidence of tlioso with whom lie came
into contact. Like his father, he was not a politician,
but supported the democratic party's candidates.
Also, like him, he was a lifelong member of the
Lutheran Clmrch, while his fraternal connection was
with the Royal Arch Masons. His operations in farming and .stock raising resulted in the accunuilation of
a jiroperty which rendered his old age comfortable.
,

Mr. Herring married Miss Mary Ellis, who was born
in Wyandotte County, Ohio, in 1844, and died at
Upper Sandusky, in 1902, and they became tlie par-

ents of four children, namely: William, who died in
Ohio at the age of eighteen years; Christian Franklin, of this notice; Mary, who died at the ago of
fourteen years; an<l John, who was a moulder in an
iron foundry and died in 1908 at Marion, Ohio.
Christian Franklin Herring was educated in the
jiublic schools of Upper Sandusky, Ohio, primarily,
and later at Caney, where he attended public school
for three years while his parents were living in
Indian Territory. He was about twenty years of age
when he gave up liis studies, and at that time left
liome and went to Texas, where for about nine years
he followed the life of a cowboy on the open range.
In the meantime, when twenty-five years of age, ho
had been married, and on Ids return"to Indian Territory settled on a farm, being there engaged in the
handling of stock until tlie territory was combined
with Oklalioma and formed into a state.
In 1891
Mr. Herring came to Montgomery County, Kansas,
and began to devote liis attention to farming, a vocation whicli attracted his activities during a period of
seven years.
His ne.xt venture was in a mercantile
direction when, in 1898, he became associated with
the Tyro Supply Company, of Tyro, a concern
dealing
in hardware and agricultural implements.
After one
's
year
exiierience in this line, Mr. Herring disposed
of his interests and entered the Oklahoma oil
fields,
wliere he labored for four years with some success.
He then returned to Tyro and secured a position as
clerk in the Deuel Hardware Company's store, and
continued with that concern until 1915.
In the
meantime, Mr. Herring had noted the need of Tyro
for a first-class automobile garage, and finally, in
1915, built his present establishment on Main street,
where he has an up-to-date estalilishment, with a
floor space 50x80 feet, and all modern
equipment
for the handling and repair of automobiles.
He has
built uj) an excellent business in this direction,
owing
to his energy and good management.
Mr. Herring
has his own residence, located opposite the Methodist
Episcopal Cliurch, and also owns two other residential
properties at Tyro.
Mr. Herring has been well known in public and fraternal life for a number of years.
In politics a
democrat, he has been active in the ranks of his
and
has
been
called
to
serve in a number
party,
upon
of local oflices.
While still on the farm he was a
member of. the board of directors of School District
No. 99 for seven years, and since coming to Tyro
has acted in a like capacity for several years.
In
1915 he became the candidate of his party for the
office of mayor and was duly elected by a good maHis
,iority, and took the oath of office in April, 1915.
term will expire in April, 1917. Mayor Herring has
lived
to
the
he
made
to
his
fully
up
promises
prior
election, and has given Tyro a clean and businesslike administration, bending every effort to the securing of civic improvements. He belongs to Tyro Lodge

No.

."iSG,

Ancient

Free

and

Accepted. Masons;

is

president of the Anti-Horse Thief Association; has
been secretary of the Homesteaders during the past
four years, and is one of the leading members of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being past noble
grand of Tyro Camp No. 517, of which he has been
secretary for the past fourteen years, and a delegate
to the national convention of Odd Fellows, held at
Pittsburg, Kansas, in 1898.
Mayor Herring was married in 1881 .at Caney,
Kans.as, to Miss .les.sio B. Wood, daughter of Sylvester and Lydia Wood, the former of whom died on
his small farm in 1912, while his widow still survives
and makes her home there. To Mr. and Mrs. Herring

>\]

BUC LIBRARY
ASTOR,

LENOX

KANSAS AND KANSANS
the following children have been

born: Charles 6.,

1,500 acres in

who is an oil well driller and follows the oil fields;
Howard H., who is an oil worker and resides south
of Morris, Olclahoma; Jentia, who married Charles

Simeon Cecil Canary is one of the progressive
young business men of Southern Kansas, and is a
member of a family that has some of the largest
holdings in the ranch and oil districts of Southern
Kansas, Northern Oklahoma, and also operates
ranches in other states.
Simeon Cecil Canary was
born at Webber Palls, Oklahoma, May 15, 1892.

chant and farmer at Webber Falls, Oklahoma; M.
Gibson, who has extensive farming and mercantile interests at Webber Falls; and Nettie, wife of

W.

Omer H. Ellington, a general merchant at WagMr. and Mrs. J. D. Canary have
goner, Oklahoma.
the following cliildren: E. P. Canary, wife of I. D.
Williams, who has an orange grove at Lakeland,
Florida Simeon C. James H., manager of the ranch
in Wyoming; Elmira L., who is now a student in
the Monticello Seminary at Godfrey, Illinois.
Simeon Cecil Canary received a public school education in Oklahoma, and in 1912 graduated from the
Caney High School. In the following year he completed the course at the Culver Military Academy at
Culver, Indiana, and then entered the University of
Wisconsin, where he specialized in agricultural work
preparatory to the large responsibilities he would
assume. He remained in the university through the
sophomore year. Since July, 1915, he has been engaged in the oil business and in ranching. He is a
stockholder in the Canary Oil Company, has interests
in the J. D. and S. C. Canary Oil Company, in the
J. D. Canary & Sons Oil Company, is a stockholder
in the Tyrone Oil and Gas Company.
The last
named company is operating in the Kansas fields,
while the others are principally centered in the fields
along the border line between Kansas and Oklahoma.
The Canary Oil Company has given a name to an
:

important

;

oil field in

Washington County, Oklahoma,

as the Canary Oil Field.
The officers of this company are: J. D. Canary, president; J. W. Ernest,
secretary and treasurer. The J. D. and S. C. Canary
Oil Company operates entirely in Oklahoma.
Special mention should be made of the two large
ranches controlled by the Canary family.
Simeon
C. is personally interested in the management and
control of the 3,000-acre ranch six mOes east and a
mile south of Canev.
The family has a ranch of
VoL rv— 12

located in one of the richest

farming districts of the state along the North Platte
River and at the Town of Saratoga.
Some of the finest cattle in th^ world have been
handled and bought by tlie Canary interests. A few
years ago they paid $8,100 for a bull eaUcJ
This marks the record highest
Repeater the 63rd.
price ever paid for a yearling bull.
Repeater 63rd
combines the Ijlood of the greatest sires and dams of
the breed. Vicing a grandson of Distributor by Disturber; dam by Lamplighter by Don Carlos; second
dam by Don Quixote by Anxiety 4th; third dam by

Frost, an oil well operator, living six miles from
Nowata, Oklahoma; Keith, who is assisting his father
in business and resides at Tyro; Mary Ann, who is
unmarried and resides with her parents; and Geneva,
who is a senior in the Tyro High School.

His ancestors were among the pioneers of the State
of Ohio, where his father, J. D. Canary, was born,
in 1869.
J. D. Canary was reared in Texas, and in
1898 came to Kansas. He lived for several years on
a ranch just across the border in Oklahoma, but has
his home in Caney since 1902. J. D. Canary is president of the Canary Oil Company and is general
manager of the two large ranches owned by himself
and sous. He is an active democrat.
J. D. Canary married Enolia Gibson, who was born
at Collin, Texas, in 1872, a daughter of M. W.
Her father was a native of Texas, was an
Gibson.
extensive cotton raiser aJid owned a number of cotton gins both in Oklahoma and Texas. She died at
Waggoner, Oklahoma. The children in the Gibson
family were: Mrs. J. D. Canary; James, a farmer
at Waggoner, Oklahoma; W. M., Jr., a general mer-

Wyoming,

1877

Don

Carlos.

Simeon C. Canary owns a fine residence on East
Fourth Avenue in Caney, and also three business

He is unmarried. Politically he
a democrat, and is affiliated with Caney Lodge,
No. 324, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Caney
Lodge, No. 1215, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks, and is a member of the Independence Country
blocks in the city.

is

Club.

Frederick C. Otto. A prosperous and substantial
farmer and a dominating figure in the financial affairs of Riley, Kansas, Frederick C. Otto is also a

-

leading factor in democratic politics in Riley County,
at present being the democratic nominee for state
senator.
The achievements that maj' be justly credited to Mr. Otto have been fairly won.
Deprived
early of a father 's protection and assistance, he
had, in large measure, his own way to make in the
world, and it was through a process of struggle that
he advanced for many years only step by step. Industry, frugality, efficiency in everything concerning
his agricultural ojierations, made easier the entrance
into other lines of business in which he developed
still other qualities, and now his position as one of
Riley County 's best farmers and soundest financiers
cannot be questioned. On the same basis his political fortunes have been advanced and he has become
his party 's choice for a high jiublie ofBce because
of his solid qualities and

known

integrity.

Frederick C. Otto was born August 1, 1862, in
Ogle County, Illinois, the youngest of six children
born to Christ and Mary (Peperling) Otto.
His
parents were born in Hanover, Germany, and were
married there and remained until after the birth of
one ehUd, Dora.
In 1858 they emigrated to the
United States and settled on a farm in Ogle County,

and there

five additional children were born,
Henry, Lewis, August, Mary an'd Frederick
C. The father died in 1863. His widow was a woman
of courage and resource.
She determined at all
hazards, to keep her children together and bravely

Illinois,

namely:

succeeded, directing the work of the farm and rearfamily wholesomely and to habits of industry. She passed away in 1893.
Frederick C. Otto was an infant wlien his father
died and he grew up under the wise but firm direction
of his mother and remained on the home place until
he was twenty-seven years of age.
Doubtless the
lessons he learned through toil during boyhood and
youth were admirable as discipline, preparing him
in the best way for the wider activities into which
his life has merged.

ing her

On .January 21, 1889, Mr. Otto was married to
Miss .Johanna D. Fosha, who is a daughter of John
and Minnie (Schinneman) Fosha. They were born
in Germany and when they came to the United
States, settled in Ogle County, Illinois, where Mrs.
Otto was born and reared. To Mr. and Mrs. Otto
the following children have been born
Dora M.,
:
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1878
who was graduated from
tural College in 1911,

t)ip

and

Dean W. X. Jardiue of

is

Kansas State Agricul-

now

first

that college;

assistant to

Edward

J.,

who

was graduated fK>ni the same college in IStlG; and
Merton L. and Esther Minnie Gladys.
Mr. and Mrs. Otto came to Kansas in the spring
of 1800 and located on a farm Just north of Kilev
on which they have since resided. As time pas.sed
Mr. Otto prospered as a farmer and stockman, adding
to his landed possessions from time to time and is
now the owner of 640 .acres of fine land in Riley

He also has 578 acres in
County, his home farm.
Butler County, Kansas, and an interest in 7,000 acres
in Finney County, Kansas.
In 1911 he completed
building a commodious frame residence, handsome in
appearance and modern in equipment. In 1892 Mr.
Otto liought stock in the Riley State Bank, of which
he has been president for a number of years. It is a
sound financial institution, and Mr. Otto is a careful,
con.servative banker.
In ]iolitics Mr. Otto has always been identified with
the democratic party and his active interest, his
loyalty and influence, have made him jirominent in
councils and its
senate.
Fraternally
its

unanimous choice for the state
Mr. Otto is a Mason and has

taken all the degrees including the Scottisli Rite.
Mrs. Otto and children are members of the Presbyterian Church.
In all that contributes to good citizenship, Mr. Otto takes interest and his fellow citizens
never find him lacking in public spirit when occasion
for its demonstration occurs.
Of genial personality
but dignified demeanor, he commands respect anil
wins esteem from all with wlioni he has eitlier business or social relations.

James H. Price. The large interests whicli have
engrossed the time and energies of James H. Price
have brought him to the very forefront among the
business men of Crawford County, and particularly
of that part lying adjacent to the City of Pittsburg,
with which city he ha.s been prominently identified
for the past t«n or more years. From the very start
of his career, he has been interested, in one or another
way, with the mining industry, and today he is known
throughout Kansas as an extensive coal operator and
contractor.

Mr. Price was born in Herefordshire, England, April
18G5, and is a son of Thoma.s and Louise (Lovett)
Price, natives of the same place. His father was born
in 1838
and_ was reared on a farm, liis education being
9,

received in the rural schools of his locality.

lie

was

married in his native land and there engaged in farming on his own account, but was not satisfied with
the success which att<'nded liis efforts and tlierefore
determined to seek his fortunes in .\merica, to which
country he came in 1873. He first settled at Brazil,
Indiana, where for some time he worked in the coal
mines, but later resumed his earlier occupation of
farming, and subsequently moved to Montserrat, .Johnson County, Missouri, where he purchased a farm.
During the remainder of his life he devoted liimself
to flic pursuits of the soil and became one of the
substantial farmers and stockmen of his locality. His
death occurred on his homcstearl place, in 1906, when
he was sixty-eight years of age. Mr. Price wa-s an
industrious, hard-working and God-fearing man, who

was representative of the best citizenship of his localIn politics a republican, he cared naught for
ity.
[lolitical office, but devoted himself whole-heartedly to
the development of his farm and the making of a
comfortable home for his family. He was an active
.supporter of the Methodist Church, which he built at

Montserrat, and held all the lay offices therein in addition to being deacon for many years. He was married
in his native land to Miss Louise Lovett, who was bom
in 1847, and died at Montserrat, Missouri, in 1892.
They were the parents of the following children:
Mary, who married James Oughton, a coal miner, and
went to Seattle, Washington, where both passed away;
.lames H., of this review; Francis, who is mine foreman for tlie Western Coal Mining Company, with
headquarters at Pittsburg; William, who is a weighmastcr in the coal fields and resides at McCormack,
Kansas; George, who is a mine foreman for the
Western Coal Mining Company, and lives at Flemming, Kansas; and Elmer, who is engaged in agrilultural imrsuits in the vicinity of McCormack,
Kansas.
James H. Price was eight years of age when
lirought to tlie United States by liis parents, and his
subsequent boyhood and youth were passed at Brazil,
Indiana, and Montserrat, Missouri, at which latter
|dace his education was completed in the public
schools.
His earliest occupation was as his father's
assistant on the liome farm, on which he remained
until he reached the age of twenty-one years, and
then entered upon liis own career in the field in
which ho has won such satisfying success.
When
he left the parental roof. Mr. Price wont to Richhill,
Missouri, where he entered the mines, and gradually,
as the years passed, familiarized himself with every
department of the industry. From time to time, as
his abilities made themselves felt and his experience
warranted, he was advanced, and thus develojicd into
an operator, and as such came to Kansas in 1906.
Lmating .at Pittsburg, Mr. Price began contracting
for the sinking of mines, as a contractor, at first
in a small way, anil later on a large scale.
During
the time he has been engaged in this business here
he has sunk something like 2^4 miles of mines
in this region, probably as large a work of accomjilishment as has been done by any one man
in the West.
Almost all the mines in the region
of Pittsburg have been sunk iinder contiaets handled
by Mr. Price, and he has also operated extensively
in this way in Oklahoma, Montana and other i>arts
Few men know the industry
of the TTnited States.
better, and few have a higher reputation for the
efficient fulfillment of contracts.
Mr.
also the owner of a valuable coal mine of his
own, located about two miles north of Pittsburg, and
has his own home at No. 60,5 North Elm Street, and
another residence property on East Washington Street.
Mr. Price is a democr.at in political matters, but
beyond casting his vote takes little part in public
matters. He is well known in fraternal circles, being

prompt and
Price

is

a thirty-second degree M.ason and holding membersliip in Pittsburg Lodge No. 127, Ancient Free and
.\ccepted Masons; Pittsburg Chapter No. 58, Royal
No.
.\rch
Masons;
Pittsburg Commandery
29,
Knights Templars; Fort Scott Consistory No. 6, and
Mirza Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the

Mystic Shrine.
Mr. Price was married in 1888, at Butler, Missouri, to Miss Louisa Frazier, of Belleville, Illinois,
.\nna
and they have had the following children:
May, who is the wife of Patrick Drysdale, of Pittsburg, a coal operator; Thomas, who is a mine foreman in the employ of his father and resides at Frontenac, Ksinsas; Raymond, who is a mining engineer
and resides at Pittsburg; William H., who is a member of the .senior class at the Pittsburg High School,

and resides with his parents; Dewey, who is attending
the same school as a sophomore; Irene, who is a
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freshiiiau at the high school; Eddie, Webster, Edna
Stella, who are all attending the graded schools at

and

Pittsburg, and Mayuard, the baby.

William P. Brown, brother of S. Allen Brown, a
known citizen of Independence whose career

well

has already been sketched, has been prominently
identified with various business affairs in Soutlieastern Kansas for nearly forty years, and is now
a resident and has his headquarters at Coffeyville.
Born in I'onieroy, Ohio, July 29, 1861, a son of
Gen. William R. Brown, he received his early education in the public schools of that state, and came
with his parents to Independence, Kansas, in 1874.
He was then a student in the Independence High
School, but at the early age of seventeen started out
in business on his own account and from that time
until he was twenty-two was in the lumber business
at Independence and then for two years was a grain
merchant at Oherryvale. Since 1885 his home has
been in Coffeyville, where he conducted one of the
extensive lumber yards until he sold out in 1906.
Since 1891 William P. Brown has been one of the

and gas operators and producers in the
He owns 325 acres of land with about
ten producing oil wells on it.

leading

oil

Kansas

fields.

His home

a tine place at the corner of Eldridge
This modern residence he built
fourteen years ago. He owns several business houses
in Coffeyville, and besides the farm already mentioned lias a place of 120 acres five miles west of

and Walnut

is

streets.

Mr. Brown 's wife is president, while
secretary and treasurer of the Brown Brokerage
Company, a firm that handles real estate both in
Coffeyville.

he

is

Montgomery and surrounding counties.
Politically Mr. Brown is a democrat, and
.

frater-

nally has taken most of the degrees in Masonry,
being affiliated with Lodge No. 107, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons at Independence, with the
Royal Arch Chapter and with the Knights Templar
Commandery No. 10 at Independence, with Wichita
Consistory of the Scottish Rite and with Mirzah
Temple of tlie Mystic Shrine at Pittsburg.
In 188.S at Port Washington, Ohio, Mr. Brown
married Miss Nannie Kilgore, daughter of John and
Elizabeth Kilgore, both of whom are now deceased.
Her father was a merchant. Mr. and Mrs. Brown
have one living child, a daughter, Violet, who makes
her home with them at their country place in Coffeyville.

John W. Stanford. One of the strongest banks of
southern Kansas is the First National Bank of Independence, of which John W. Stanford is cashier.
The Stanford family have been prominently identified with Indejiendence for thirty years, since early
days in that city, and Mr. Stanford has practically
spent his life there and has made himself an important
factor in local affairs. The First National Bank was
established in 188,3 with William E. Otis as jiresident. In 1904 the late B. S. Litchfield became president of the bank.
Since Mr. Litchfield 's death on
March 21, 1916, his successor has not been elected
up to the present writing. The active officers of the
bank are: E. W. Sinclair of Tulsa, Oklahoma, vice
president; John W. Stanford, cashier; and R. W.
The record of this hank is
Gates, assistant cashier.
one of steady and consistent growth and its resources make it one of the financial powers of the
state.
It has a capital of $100,000, and surplus and
The bank building, wliich was
profits of $150,000.

1879

thoroughly remodeled in 1908,
of North

is

Penn and West Main

located at the corner
streets.

John W. Stanford, wlio was brought to Independence in infancy, was born at Monticello, Indiana,
August 27, 1884, a son of T. H. and Elizabeth
The paternal grandfather, Wil(Duffy) Stanford.
liam Stanford, was liorn and reared at London, England, came to this country as a young man, and after
marriage located in southern Indiana,

his

Early in

war he enlisted in the Union army and
The
never returned and was never heard from.
maternal grandfather, Patrick Duffy, was born and
reared at Dublin, Ireland, was married there, and
some years later came to America and followed farmCivil

tlie

ing in southern Indiana until his death.
T. H. Stanford has long been one of the prominent
He
business and professional men of Independence.
was born at In<lependence, Indiana, in 1850, studied
law and was admitted to the bar in his native state
and in 1885 moved to Independence, Kansas, where
for thirty years he has been one of the leading members of the bar. He is a democrat, a member of the
Catholic Church, and is affiliated with Council No. 19
of the Knights of Columbus, and Lodge No. 780,
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at IndeHe is a director in the Commercial Napendence.
His wife, Elizabeth Duffy,
tional Bank of that city.
was born in New Albany, Indiana, in 1854. Their
G. T. Stanford, who graduated from
children are:
Notre Dame University in Indiana and took his law
degree from Hrfrvard Law School, and is now associated with his father in the firm of Stanford & StanL. V. Stanford, in the automobile
ford
.lohn W.
and F. C. Stanford, who
liusiness at Independence
is a graduate of Columbia University and a business
;

;

;

man

in

New York

City.

Completing his education in 1900 at graduation
from the Independence High School, John W. Stanford took up banking as commercial clerk in the First
National Bank. His success is due to the fact that
he has applied all his energies since early manhood
In 1911 he was promoted cashier, and
to one line.
has since borne the heavier burdens of the bank 's
management. He is also a stockholder in the Independence Building and Loan Association, and for the
past two years has been treasurer of the Independence School Board. He is independent in politics, is
a member of the Catholic Church, belongs to the

Commercial and Country clubs, and is affiliated with
Coimcil No. 918, Knights of Columbus, Lodge No. 17,
Ancient Order United Workmen, and Lodge No. 780,
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at Independence.

Mr. Standford was married at Bradford, PennsylM. Mack, daughter of Patrick H.
and Mary Mack, who still reside at Bradford. Her
father has been connected with the Bradford Oil
Well Supply Company for the past tliirty years. Mr.
and Mrs. Stanford have two children: Jack, born
October 16, 1911; and Mary Jane, liorn September
vania, to Miss Helen

],

1914.

WiLLiAJi M. Rounds. Among the men who have
won places of responsibility in the gas and oil business in Kansas, one of the best known is William M.
Rounds, district superintendent for this part of Kansas and local manager at Caney of the Prairie Pipe
From the time of his graduation
Line Company.
from high school, tFcnty-three years ago, Mr. Rounds
been identified with his present line of business,
few men are better informed in its various
He has been a resident of Canev since
branches.

lias

and
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1915 and has already. cstal)!islied himself in the confidence of the people of this thriving city.
/

William M. Hounds was bora in Buchanan County,
Iowa, July 25, 1876, and is a son of WiUiam M. and
Emma (Stalnaker) Rounds. He belongs to a family
which, originating in England, was founded in America during Colonial days, the first of the name in
His grandfather,
this country locating in Vermont.
William Seward Rounds, was born in 1809, at Brat-

Vermont, subsequently removed to McKcan
Pennsylvania, where he w.as engaged in
farming for a number of years, and in 1862 went
to Olcan, New York, and enlisted in the Union army

tleboro,

County,

He was captured
for service during the Civil war.
by the Confederates and sent to the awful Andcrsonville prison, where he died along with hundreils
William M. Rounds the
of his comrades, in 1864.
.elder

May

was born in McKean County, Pennsylvania,
and was there reared to manhood and

20, 1851,

On attaining his
received a iniblic school education.
majority, in 1872, he came to Kansas arid joined
the buffalo hunters on the plains, continuing to be
so engaged until the slaughter of these animals was
Removing then to
stopped by the Government.
Buchanan County, Iowa, he was married, and there
his two sons were born, and in 1880 returned to

McKean

County, Pennsylvania, and resumed his
In 1912 Mr. Rounds
as an oil operator.
again came west, this time locating at Glen Pool,
Oklahoma, where he is now residing and has large
Mr. Rounds is a dem'ocr.at in jmlities,
oil interests.
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
is fraternidly afiSliated with the Knights of the Maccabees.
He married Miss Emma Stalnaker, who was
born September 20, 1850, in Buchanan County,
Iowa, and they are the parents of six children,
namely: William M. of this notice; Ernest E., who
resi<les at Jenks, Oklahoma, and is assistant 'district
foreman of the Prairie Pipe Line Company; Grace,
who is single and resides with her parents; Bessie,
activities

who is also unmarried and at home; Jennie, who is
the wife of E. W. Letson, an oil producer and reand Georgia B.,
sides at Eldred, Pennsylvania;
assistant principal and a teacher of the Indian Mission School, at Sapulpa, Oklahoma.
William M. Rounds was educated in the public
schools of Eldred, Pennsylvania, and after his graduation from the high school of that place, in 1893,
entered the employ of Franchot Brothers, oil jiroducers operating in McKean County, Pennsylvania,

and Cattaraugus County, New York. Ho remained
with that concern until December 1, 1904, when he
came to the West, locating in Oklahoma as connection man for the Prairie Oil and Gas Company,
.and continued there until July 1, 1915, when he came
to Caney, Kansas, to as.sume the duties of local manager of the Prairie Pipe Line Company. The career
of Mr. Rounds has been the career of the average
He has been sucplain, unassuming business man.
cessful in the things that he has undertaken, is honorable in everything, with scrupulous regard for the
sanctity of his given word, and enjoys a large measure of confidence among the men with whom ho has
been associated. He has been successful because he
has given his whole strength to the things which
have been entrusted to his care, and because the concerns with which he has been connected have learned
to rely upon him absolutely. Politically, Mr. Rounds
is a democrat, but he has had little time to engage
He is interested in fraternal matin public affairs.
ters and stands high in Masonry, being ji member
of WellsN-ille (New York) Lodge No. 231, Ancient

Free and Accepted Masons; Wellsville Chapter, No.
143, Royal Arch Masons; De Molay Commandery,
No. 22, Knights Templar, and McAlester (Oklahoma) Consistory No. 2, thirty-second degree.
On October 10, 1907, at Hornell, New York, Mr.
Rounds was married to Miss Nora Riley, daughter
of John and Elizabeth Riley, of Seio, New York,
both of whom arc now deceased. Mr. Riley was a
miller by vocation.
Mr. and Mrs. Rounds have one
son: John M., born November 22, 1914.

Fked Harvey Quincy.

Success in any line of occu-

pation, in any avenue of business, is not a matter of
spontaneity, but represents the result of the application of definite subjective forces and the controlling
of objective agencies in such a way as to achieve
desired ends.
Senator Quincy has realized a large
and substantial success in the business world, has

been given important public office, in which he ha-s
served with linnor and distinction, and his career )ias
well e.xemplilied the truth of tlie foregoing statements. He occupies a prominent ])lace in the financial
circles of Kansas, is the controlling force in one of
its

most important banking enterprises, and

is

one

of the distinctively representative men of the state.
Progressive and energetic in the management of his
various business interests, loyal and public spirited
as a citizen, he holds a secure position in the confidence and esteem of the community and has contributed in large measure to the advancement of the
City of Salina, in whose still greater commercial and
civic prestige he is a firm believer.
He is president
of the Planters' State Bank of Salina, president of
the Salina Chamber of Conunerce, and has been twice
elected to the state senate from the Thirty-first District, composed of Saline and Ottawa counties.
Fred Harvey Quincy is a native of Wisconsin and

was born

in Lancaster, Grant County, December 10,
1857, a son of Benjamin E. and Mary E. (Stone)
Quincy, natives of Vermont. His ancestors, paternal
and maternal, were among the early settlers of
America and numbered among them are men who
achieved distinction in the frontier life of those early
days, the French anil Indian war, the war of the
Revolution, and the commercial era which followed,
and they have filled many positions of usefulness in
the towni, state and nation. Underbill, Vermont, w.as
founded by members of the Quincy family during
the war for independence and here was born Samuel
Quincy, the grandfather of Fred IL, and who was a
soldier in the War of 1812.
Fred Harvey Quincy secured his early educational
discijiline in the public schools of Grant County,
Wisconsin, and Saline County, Kansas, having removed with his Jiarents to the latter state in 1873.
Subscfjucntly he completed a cour.se in the State
Normal at Platteville, Wisconsin, and w,as graduated
in Bailey's Business College, Dubuque, Iowa, in 1876.

The succeeding

five

years he employed in farming,

the winter months, however, finding him clerking in
Salina. In 1882 he became a grain buyer and established a profitable Imsiness in this line.
During
1889-90 he served as sheriff of Saline County, having
been elccteil liy a flattering majority in 1889.
Ho
was the active factor in the promotion and organization of the Salina Cement Plaster Company in 1893,
was elected secretary of the comjiany on its incorporaMills
tion, and later became president and manager.

were built in Dickinson and Clay counties, Kansas,
and in Hardeman County, Texas. The output of the
mills, "Agatite Cement Plaster," became the standanl of (|uality and the business was a success.
In
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vras merged with the American
Cement Plaster Company of Lawrence, Kansas. In

1902 the company

1900 Senator Quiney organized the Planters' State
of Salina and was elected president of the institution, and this cliief executive office he has since
retained.
Organized with a capital of $50,000, its

Bank

business has been of sound and continuous growth.
present writing (1917) a capital of
$100,000, and an earned surplus and profits of $50,000,
deposits of $1,000,000, and has paid to its stockholders since commencing business dividends exceeding 100 per cent. In the organization, development
and administration of the business of the institution
Senator Quiucy has been the dominant executive and
to his progressiveness, energy and resourcefulness is
due the strength and high reputation of the organizaHe is known in banking circles as an able and
tion.
discriminating financier and as one who has brought
the administrative policy of his bank up to the point
of highest efficiency. He is also financially interested
in several important commercial enterprises in Salina
and has wielded a specially potent influence during
the past ten years in the industrial and civic affairs
of the city.
To the citizens of the state at large Senator Quiucy
is best known througli his service as a member of the
upper house of the Legislature, of which for several
years he has been one of the recognized leaders.
lifelong republican, he has been an active force in
Saline County since 1889, when he was elected sheriff.
In 1904 he was the party's nominee for state senator from the Thirty-first District, comprising Saline
and Ottawa counties, and was elected by a handsome
majority, being elected for a second term in 1908.
As a member of this body he has been industrious,
capable, honest and patriotic. It is probable his most
important service to the state has been in connection
with financial legislation, for which his experience as
a banker eminently C|ualifies him.
He drew, without
collaboration, and introduced in the session of 1907
a bill to guarantee the depositors of banks against
loss.
This was the first measure, based upon mutual
insurance, permitting voluntary entry of the banks
to its benefits, and providing for assessments based
upon the past experience of banking loss, ever presented to a legislature in a measure of this nature.
The bill, failing to receive attention of this session,
'was made the object of the special session called by
Governor Hoch in 1908, in which it was defeated.
The guaranty of bank deposits was made a political
issue in the campaign of 1908 and both parties incorporated it in their platforms. In the session of 1909
tlie bill became a law and has since been declared
constitutional by the United States Supreme Court.
During -the special session of 1908 Senator Quiney
drew and was largely instrumental in having passed
Senate Bill No. 33, which provides that all state,
municipal, county and township' bonds and coupons
be payable in Topeka, the state treasurer being the
authorized fiscal agent of the state. Previously these
payments were made in New York City and various
banks and officials derived a profit. Under the present arrangement the saving to the state exceeds
$15,000 per annum. In 1906 Senator Quiney was one
of a committee of five which included W. R. Stubbs,
James Troutman, Arthur Capper and R. N. Allen,
which planned the organization of the "Square Deal
Republican Club." This organization secured from
candidates and members of the Legislature an expression of their attitude on the anti-pass, two-cent
fare, primary election, and assessment of railway
These
property measures then before the people.
It has at the

A
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several measures were enacted into law during the
sessions of 1907-08-09.
Senator Quiney was also
one of a committee of three appointed by the railway
committee of the Senate to draft a bill providing
for a public utilities commission, the bill as drawn
by them jiassing in the session of 1911. On becoming a member of the Senate Mr. Quiney was made
chairman of the committee on second class cities,
which position he has since retained. His committee

banks and banking, railway,
memberships were:
claims and accounts, and taxation. His work in support of the two-cent fare, anti-pass, wheat and corm,
nmximum freight rates, primary election, and general
railway bills was of material assistance in securing
their passage.
He was also a potential force in
securing the enactment of the present tax law. He
introduced in the Senate, had charge of, and secured
the passage through that body of the so-called
BlueSky Law," one of the most important bills ever
enacted into law, and whicli is effecting a saving of
' '

millions of dollars to the investors of capital.
He
is a firm believer in the
principle of true representative government and his record of service is one that
the district which elected him can contemplate with
pride and satisfaction. Senator Quiney has attained
the Knights Templar and Scottish Rite degrees in
Masonry, is affiliated with Isis Temple Shrine at
Salina, and is treasurer of that body as well as of the
local Scottish Rite bodies and Salina
Commandery.
He is a member of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks and the United Commercial Travelers,
and a director of the Salina Young Men's Christian
Association.
His religious faith is expressed by
membership in the Methodist Church, and he has
served as a trustee of the Kansas Wesleyan Uni-

On February 6, 1883, Senator
versity.
ried Miss Fannie, daughter of John

Quiney marSprague, a
native of West Virginia who was a Union soldier in
the CivU war and died in service. Senator and Mrs.
Quiney are the parents of two daughters: Lula
Sprague, the elder, graduated at Ferry Hall, Lake
Forest, Illinois, in 1906, as the honor member of her
class.
She is the wife of Fred I. Walker, assistant
cashier of the Planters State Bank. Nina, the second child, was also graduated at Ferry Hall, re'

Mrs.
honors, with the class of 1907.
of broad culture and refinement.
Senator
Quiney is in all respects a high type of the
conservative, unassuming American, diligent in his
public duties and commercial affairs and conscientious
in all things.
ceiving

Quiney

first

is

a

woman

Isaac S. Lightle. The influence of a sound, conservative banking house is wide and its practical
results far reaching.
Without such an institution
in its midst, no city can hope to take its
place
among its sister communities, and to it will come
no reliable outside concerns. It may be truly said
that the growth and development of a community
depends largely upon the quality and stability of its
banks, and this means the sagacity and integrity of
the men who stand at their head.
Therefore the
thriving community of Arcadia, in Crawford County,
is fortunate in the
possession of such a stable institution as the Arcadia Home State Bank, at the
head of which, in the office of president, is Isaac S.
Mr. Lightle has had a long and interestLightle.
ing career, which has included participation in the
battles of war and peace, and which has invaded
various fields of endeavor.
He has been successful
in the numerous enterprises with which he has been
connected, and is representative of the type of men

KANSAS AND KANSANS

1882

who lend strength to banking institutions because
of their personal worth and abilitj.
Mr. Liglitle is of Irish extraction on the paternal
side of the family, and of German descent on his
mother's side.
He was born at Griggsvillc, Pike
County, Illinois, December 9, 1810, a son of James
and Maria (Julian) Lightle. The family settled during pioneer days in Ohio, and in Ross County, that
state, James hightle was born, November 8, 1803.
Ho was reared and educated there, engaged in farming as a young man, and was married to Maria .Tulian,
a native of the same county. Shortly after their marriage they removed to Illinois and settled on a farm
in the vicinity of Griggsvillc, Pike County, where the
wife and mother died May 2, 1844, aged thirty-three
Mr. Lightle conyears, two months and ten days.
tinued to carry on agricultural pursuits on the farm
whicl\ he had broken from the prairie and through
hard and faithful work accumulated a mode.st com-

He died Mar^h 6, 1859, aged lifty-five
petence.
democrat in poliyears, four months, three days.
tics, he was ]ironiinent in public affairs of both city
and county, and was accounted one of the good citi-

A

Mr.
zens and public-spirited men of his locality.
and Mrs. Lightle were the parents of the following
Burns
children: Margaret, wlio married first William
and second James Miller, both fanners and now
William,
deceased, and died at Griggsvillc, Illinois
who spent his life in farming and died at that place;
a
farmer
Sarah Jane, who married George Elliott,
and general workman, both dying at Griggsvillc;
Samuel, who followed farming throughout his life
and died in Bourbon County, Kansas; Becky, who
married John Moulton, a farmer, both dying at
GriggsviUe; Isaac S., of this notice; and James, who
also followed the life of a farmer and passed away
:

at GriggsviUe.
Isaac S. Lightle received his education in the district schools of Pike County, Illinois, and remained
on the home farm until he was about twenty years
of age, at which time his father died and the young
man started out in life on his own account. His
first employment was in running a ferry-boat on the
Illinois River, this occupation receiving his attention for. about two years, when his ])atriotism led
him to enlist in Com])any II, Seventy-third Regiment,
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, for a term of three years
or during the war. The Seventy-third saw some hard
fighting, including the battles of Perryville, Stone
River and Chickamauga, in all of which Mr. Lightle
participated, and at the last cugagement he received
a severe wound in his right arm, which incapacitated
him for further service and he received his honorable discharge.
When he had recovered, the young
soldier occupied himself at •whatever honorable employment presented itself, but he felt that he was
not making progress and decided to try his fortunes
in Kansas.
Accordingly, in the spring of 1868, he
came to Fort Scott, where he found work in hancattle, and driving them from Texas, and
he followed for six years, during which time
In
he had many trying and exciting experiences.
1874 he came to old .\rcadia, where he invested his
hard-earned capital in a small general store, thus
becoming one of the first mercliants of the town. He
disposed of his interests here in 1877 and went to
Barton County, Missouri, where for eight years he
was similarly occupied, and in 188.') returned to
Arcadia, which community has since continued to be
From 1885
his liome and the scene of his success.
until 1906 he was the proprietor of a successful mercantile business which under his excellent manage-

dling
this

ment grew and developed into large proportions and

its owner an established prestige as a man of
business sagacity and judgment.
He retired from
the commercial field in 1906, but still retained his
grasp upon business and financial affairs as he does
He is president of the .\rcadia Telephone
today.
Company, and of the Arcadia Home State Bank,
both of whidi liave l)enefited under his wise, conservative and efficient executive administration.
He has
large holdings in realty, which include his own residence on Race Street, a building on the same street,
near the depot, and a modern restaurant, and in
other w.ays is interested commercially.
In politics
Mr. Lightle is a republican, and the first town board
found him ,a member. Later he served as a member
of the council and of the school board, and his public
service was always faitliful, efficient and conscienHe belongs to Arcadia Lodge No. .329, Ancient
tious.

gave

Free and Accepted Masons.
Mr. Lightle was married in 1874, in Barton
County, Missouri, to Miss Eliza Clanton, who died
in 1885, at Arcadia, having been the mother of
three children, namely: Elsie, who married W. P.
Conneff, a meat cutter in a large packing plant at
City, Missouri; Ollie, who died in 1913, as
the wife of J. T. Fowler, cashier of the State Bank
of Arcadia; and Vernon, who is a traveling salesman with headquarters in Iowa. Mr. Lightle was
again married, February 22, 1905, at Kansas City,
Missouri, to Mrs. Lydia (Capps) Smith, widow of
Stephen Smith, who had been in business at Kansas
City for some years prior to his death.

Kansas

Robert E. Kenner.

No

better lesson relative to the

value of honorable effort intelligently directed
can be found than that offered by the career of a
man who has risen to a responsible position through
liis own initiative, and in this connection the life
of Robert E. Kenner presents an example. Still a
young man, he has worked his way to an important
post, that of superintendent of the American Zinc,
Lead and Smelter Company, at Bearing, Kansas,
and in so doing has been dependent only upon his
own resource and industry.
Mr. Kenner was born at Eureka. Kansas, August
5, 18.S3, and is a son of J. W. Kenner and Cora
Frances (Cogswell') Kenner, the mother a member
of the old Colonial Cogswell family of New England.
The Kenners originated in England and at an early
to be found in Illinois, in which state, in
1815, .Tames Kenner, the grandfather of Robert E.

day were

He became a pioneer in Kansas
of the early '60s, settling on Batchclor Creek, as a
homesteader of 160 acres of land. There he passed
tlie remaining years of his active life in agricultural
During the
inirsuits, and clied in 1900, at Eureka.
Civil war be fought as a soldier of the Union, and
assisted in repelling, the forces of Price when the
Confederates w^ere engaged in their memorable raid.
He was first a whig and later a republican, and was
an ordained minister of the Christian Church, ami
active in the ministry the greater part of his life.
.Tames Tvenner married Judith Willis, who was born
in Kentucky, in 1824, and died at Eureka, Kansas,
in 1914, and they became the jiarents of tw'o children: Henrv T., who was a farmer all his life and
died at Eureka in 1896; and J. W.
.1.
W. Kenner was born at Albion, Edwards
County, Illinois, in 1852, and was still a youth when
he accompanied his parents to Kansas. He grew up
on the farm located about four miles from Eureka,
on Batchelor Creek, and secured his education in
the district schools of Eureka and the State Normal
Kenner, was born.
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law and was
School at Emporia. Later he studied
clerk o±
admitted to the bar, served as county
Greenwood Couutv for eight years, and was then
in Eureka and the
employed in the banking business
his busivicinity for manv years. Finally he turned
the
ness talents and' legal knowledge to account
in which business
field of real estate and insurance,
he is now engaged at Eureka. He is a republican,
and his religious connection is with the Congregaworker
tional Church, of which he is an influential
and strong supporter. Mr. Kenner stands high in
and
Masonry, belonging to the Blue Lodge, Chapter
He married Miss
Knights Templar of that order.

m

Cora Frances Cogswell, who was born at New
and they have four
Orleans, Louisiana, in 1860,
children: Willis Cogsvv'ell, who resides at Atlanta,
the Southern Express
Georo-ia, and is connected with
who
Companv; Robert E., of this notice; Fred,
resides at Atchison, Kansas, and is with the Atchison Champion; and Winifred, residing with her
of piano in the Eureka High
parents, a teacher
School.
Robert E. Kenner attended the public schools ot
in high school,
Eureka, where he spent two years
and then entered the Southern Kansas Academy, at
two years
Eureka, in which institution he spent
also. Leaving school in 1905, he secured employment
on a farm, on which he worked for about one year,
when, becoming interested in the zinc industry, he
secured a position in the plant of the American Zinc,
Lead and Smelting Company, at Caney, Kansas, as a
From that time to the present his
tinieUeeper.
career has been marked by constant promotion, won
of fidelity,
solely through merit and by the display
and in 1912 he was made superintendent of the
company's plant located one-half mile west of Bearretorts and employing
ing, with a capacity of 4,-180
400 workmen. Mr. Kenner has thoroughly familiarized himself with every department of the zinc
industry and is considered one of the best informed
men uiion the subject in this part of Kansas. He is
in
thoroughly trusted by his employers, stands high
the conlidenee of his" associates, and has the respect
and friendship of the men under him.
Mr. Kenner is a republican, but has been too
busy to do more than discharge the duties of good
citizenship^ His career has been full of hard work,
but his labors have been rewarded and he has the
supreme satisfaction of knowing that all his work
has lieen well done. Mr. Kenner is unmarried.

Edwin F. Paul. Engaged in the retail grocery
business at Independence, Montgomery County, Mr.
Paul is one of the representative merchants of the
younger generation in his native city, his birth having
here occurred on the .5th of June, 1886. lie is a son
of Morgan J. and Delia (Kilgore) Paul, the former
of whom was born in 1845, in Ohio, where he was
reared and educated, and the latter of whom was
born in 1862, she being still a resident of Indeitendence, where the death of her honored husband occurred in 1909, the subject of this review being the
younger of their two children and being secretary
and treasurer of the M. J. Paul Grocery Company,
of which his elder brother, .lohn, is president, the
extensive liusiness controlled by this firm having been
founded by their father, whose name gives title to
the company.
Morgan J. Paul came to Independence in the early
'70s, and became one of the pioneer merchants of
this now important little city, where he engaged in
the general grocery trade. For the accommodation of

1883

growing business he erected a three-story building
at the corner of Main Street and Pennsylvania Avenue,
and in 1904 the headquarters of the business were
transferred to the present eligible location, at 106
West Main Street, where is utilized a floor space of
2,800 square feet, in addition to the basement. Mr.
Paul was a progressive business man and loyal and

his

public-spirited citizen, was a democrat in politics,
and was afiUiated with the Ancient Order of United
Workmen. He was highly esteemed in the city where
he held prestige as a representative business man

for more than thirty years.
Edwin F. Paul continued his studies in the public
schools of Independence until he was about nineteen
years of age, when he withdrew from the high school
to become associated with the large and important
grocery business that had been developed under the
able direction of his father. He has since given his
close attention to the affairs of this enterprise, and
he and his brother are well upholding the prestige of
the family name, both as progressive citizens and
enterprising and reliable business men.
Mr. Paul gives his political allegiance to the democratic party, is a member of the Independence Commercial Club, and is affiliated with the local organizations of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. Though he owns
an attractive residence property at 200 South Fifth
Street, his name is still enrolled on the list of eligible
young bachelors in his native city. On the paternal
side he is of Welscli ancestry, and his mother is of
His paternal grandfather was a
Scotch lineage.
farmer and the owner of a woolen mill in Tuscarawas

County, Ohio, and his maternal grandfather conducted
a general merchandise store at Port Washington, that
state.

Joseph R. Bernauer. Since assuming the management of the Fredonia Window Glass Company's
plant at Caney, Joseph R. Bernauer has been successful in showing excellent financial results, and has
evidenced a broad knowledge of mechanical science as
well as a wealth of executive ability.
Many years
of practical experience contribute to his equipment,
and during his career he has been connected with some
of the leading concerns of this kind in the West.

Mr. Bernauer was born in Baden, Germany, August 13, 186.3, and is a son of Raymond and Brigeta
His grandfather, Quirin Ber(Schlagel) Bernauer.
nauer, was born in Baden, Germany, where the
family has resided for many generations, in 1800,
passed his life as a successful merchant, and died in
1883.
Raymond Bernauer was also born in Baden,
in 18.34, followed the weaver's trade for some years,

and likewise engaged in farming to some extent.
He was also possessed of much inventive genius, as
his invention of the wire screen will testify, but his
career in this direction was cut short by his early
Mrs. Bernaner, who was born in
death, in 1869.
1843, died in 1883, in the faith of the Roman Catholic Church, of which her husband was also a mem-

were the parents of
Joseph R., of this review;
still a resident of Baden; and Otto,
trade, who died at Fredonia, Kansas,

ber.

They

namely:

three children,
Pauline, who is
a blacksmith by

when

thirty-five

years of age.
.loseph R. Bernauer received his education in the
public schools of his native land, after leaving which
he served an apprenticeship to and thoroughly masHe was only six years
tered the blacksmith 's trade.
of age when his father died, and he did his share
early in supporting the family, but on .attaining his
majority decided to seek bettor opportunities in
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the United States, and in 1884 arrived in this counand first located at Wellsboro, Pennsylvania.
There he found employment at his trade and in the
course of time became the owner of a business of
his own, which he built up to substantial proportions.
He still has a home in the town in which ho
In 1904 Mr.
first located on coming; to America.

The

Ivy E. Hancock, D. O.
of

ablest representative
practice at Indehas been in practice

try

of

Bernaucr came to tlie West. He had gradually enlarged the scope of his operations, and was brought
to Fredonia, Kansas, to construct the plant of the
Fredonia Window Glass Company, subsequently becoming factory manager, a position which he
He next erected a plant
retained for eight years.
for the same company at Coffeyville, Kansas, and in
1913 was employed to build a large machine plant
at Okmulgee, Oklahoma.
Following this he went to
Texas, where for eight months he managed a plant
for F. E. Wear, at the end of that time returning
to Kansas and locating at Chanute, where he reconMr. Bernauer remained at
structed a glass plant.
Chanute only a short time, however, for he was called
to Caney to become manager of the plant of the
Fredonia Window Glass Company, in which important position he has since been retained.
The Fredonia Window Glass Company is the
owner of the plants both at Fredonia and Caney,
and the officers at this time are: C. F. Lutz, president and general manager, Fredonia; B. E. LaDow,
Fredonia, vice president; F. E. Wear, Kansas City,
treasurer; David Bowie, Topeka, secretary; J. J.
Wolcver, superintendent of Fredonia factory; J. R.
Bernauer, superintendent of Caney factory; C. E.
Klonk, in charge of the offices at both plants. The
company manufactures window glass exclusively, the

farming and stock raising as his vocation, in which
is still engaged.
From Iowa he moved to Kansas
in 1898, loea'tiug in Montgomery County, and after
farming there for twelve years moved to Chetopa,
which was his home for five years, and in 1915 he
went to Nowata, Oklahoma, where he still resides.
He is -a republican. He married EUa Gilbert, who
was born in Iowa, and comes of a large falaUy who
moved from Indiana to Melrose, Iowa, in 1845. Four

Fredonia plant having a capacity of forty-eight
The
doors, and the Caney plant of thirty doors.
Fredonia plant, which was established in 190.3, is
situated in the extreme southwest part of the town,
between the Frisco, the Missouri Pacific and the
Santa Fe Railways; the Caney plant, established in
1915, is' located just northeast of the city limits, on
the Missouri Pacific Railway.
Mr. Bernauer is known as a man who is thoroughly familiar with every department of the work
He has made a close and
in which he is engaged.
careful study of all its details, and his natural talents and ingenuity have resulted in a number of

im{)rovements and additions to both process and
He is essentially a business man and
equipment.
has not mixed in politics, although he takes an interest in public matters of importance and gives his

support to the republican party and its candidates.
Fraternally, he is affiliated with the Odd Fellows, at
Wellsboro, Pennsylvania; the Red Men, in Texas;
and the Brotherhood of American Yeomen, at FreWith the members of his family he
donia, Kansas.
belongs to the Lutheran Church.
Mr. Bernauer was married in 1885, at Wellsboro,
Pennsylvania, to Miss Minnie Loebich, a daughter
of Mrs. Anna Loebich, who still resides at Wellsboro.
Three children have been born to this union:
Elsie, who is the wife of Wallace Ingerick, clerk in
the postoffice at Charlestown, West Virginia;
Raymond, who attended Kansas University two years,
and also attended the University of Wisconsin two
years, pursuing the course of mechanical engineer,
and now associated with his father: and Minnie, the
wife of LeRoy McMulIen, of Wellsboro,
Pennsylvania,
and now attending Olson's Business College, at Parsons, Kansas.

the

school

osteopathy

in

pendence, Doctor Hancock, who
there for the past thirteen years and around her skill
and thorough ability has built up a splendid clientele.
Doctor Hancock is a native of Melrose, Iowa. Her
great-grandfather came from Ireland and settled in
this country in the early part of the last century.
Her grandfather, William Vardaman Hancock, was
born in Indiana in 1828, and went out to Iowa as a
pioneer, following farming and stock raising there
until his death at Piano in December, 1906.
J. F. Hancock, father of Doctor Hancock, was
born near Gosport, Indiana, in 1856, and soon after
his birth his parents removed to Monroe County,
Iowa. He grew up and married there, and adopted
he

of her brotliers served in the Civil war.
Albert
Gilbert served in one of the Iowa cavalries and died
in the service from fever, at Little Rock, Arkansas.
Henry Clay Gilbert served in Company H, Ira William Gilbert in Company C, and Amasa Gilbert in
Company C, Eighteenth Regiment of Iowa. These
last three brothers served to the close of the war and
lived until a few years ago. Dr. Ivy E. Hancock is
the oldest of her parents
H. H.
eight children.
Hancock is a traveling salesman living at Portland,
Oregon; Claude Sumner died at the age of four
years; Webster Clay has a ranch at Roy, New
Mexico; Rhoda Pearl is the wife of William Stewart,
and they live on a ranch at Kremling, Colorado;
Albert V. is a merchant tailor and conducts a cleaning
and pressing establishment at Sapulpa, Oklahoma;
Oliver A. is associated with his brother Albert in
business; and William Hobart is a plumber and he
and his sister, Doctor Hancock, live together at 329
'

East Beach Street, where Doctor Hancock owns a
residence with four vacant lots adjoining.
From an early age Doctor Hancock 's inclinations
were for some work which would enable her to be of
service to humanity. She attended the public schools
in Monroe and Lucas counties, Iowa,
finishing her
high school in the latter county, and then entered
the Still College of Osteopathy at Des Moines, where
she was graduated in June, 1903. She began practice
at Independence, and her offices are in the Baden
Building.
Doctor Hancock is a member of the Christian
Church, belongs to the Rebekahs, the Brotherhood of
American Yeomen, the Women's Relief Corps, the
Ladies' Auxiliary of the Sons of Veterans, and is
especially active in the order of the National Americans, having been local examiner for the past eight
years and is now national chaplain for the term of
four years expiring in 1919.
Doctor Hancock is a
member of both the state and national associations
of osteopathy.

Fred E. Deal, M. D.

Although

comparatively

recent recruit in the ranks of the Kansas Medical
Fraternity, Dr. Fred E. Deal, of Weir City, who
])0ssessc3 the highest qualifications for success in his
profession in a natural ability, an inherent energy,
a love for his calling and a kind and sympathetic
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has already achieved more than ordiprominence and prosperity. Doctor Deal comes
of a family -which originated in Germany and settled
in Pennsylvania during colonial days, and men of
the namehave been prominent in business and private
personality,
narji

in public
professions.
life,

affairs

and

in

the

various

learned

Fred E. Deal was born at Grenola, Elk County,
February 15, 1889, a son of J. F. and
His grandfather was
Laora Alice (Jones) Deal.
Peter Deal, who was born in Ohio, in 1830, and
removed from that state to Parker, Indiana, where
he followed the business of shoemaking during the
remainder of his life, and died in 1907. J. F. Deal
was born at Parker City, Randolph County, Indiana,
In
in 1859, and there received his early education.
his youth he decided upon a career in the law, and
after comprehensive training was graduated from
the law department of the Valparaiso (Indiana)
University, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws,
and in 1883 was admitted to the bar. Like most
young legists endeavoring to get a foothold, he was
forced to overcome many obstacles and pass through
a period of hardships, and in order to tide himself
over until he could secure a paying practice, he
was forced to teach in the public schools to add to
On January 29, 188.5, he was married
his income.
at Parker, and not long thereafter brought his bride
to Kansas, feeling that in the "West there was greater
He
opportunity for men of ambition and energy.
took up his residence at Grenola, a new community
in Elk County, and proceeded to grow with the town.
As time passed he built up a practice which
developed both in scope and importance, and his
reputation as a learned and thorough legist has spread
Kansas,

throughout the state, wherever he has appeared in
the courts. Mr. Deal was clerk of the District Court
of Elk County from 1896 to 1899, l)eing succeeded
by Frank Organ, who is now assistant state auditor.
He is a republican in politics, and with his family
Frabelongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church.
ternally, he belongs to the Camp and Encampment,
and has held the oflSces also in the Canton and been
the representative of his lodge in the Grand Lodge
of the state, as well as holding the title of past
He belongs to the Elk County, Kannoble grand.
Mr. Deal
sas State and American Bar associations.
was married to Miss Laora Alice Jones, who was
born at Parker, Indiana, in 1861, and they have
three children: Grace Olive, horn Novcmlier 27, 1887,
and now the wife of B. O. Scott, a wholesale and
Dr.
retail cdgax merchant of Detroit, Michigan;

Sarah Alene, born January 12,
attending the Grenola public schools.
Fred E. Deal was educated in the public schools
of Grenola and Howard, Kansas, graduating from
the Grenola High School in 1906 and the high school
at Howard in the following year.
During 1907 and
1908 he attended Baker University, following which
he enrolled as a student at the University Medical

Fred

E.;

1905,

who

and

is

Kansas City, Missouri, from which lie was
graduated in 1912 with the degree of Doctor of MediDoctor Deal began practice at Arma, Kansas,
cine.
but after eight months there removed to Kadley,
Kansas, where he spent a like period. On June 14,
College,

1914, he came to Weir City, and here has since engaged in a general medical and surgical practice,
with ofBces in the Weir Building. Doctor Deal is a
man who is living up to high ideals in hig profession and is reaping the reward of his careful training.
Standing high among his associates he is striving earnestly to prove worthy of the great trust and
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responsibility which lie in his hands. He is a member of the Cherokee County Medical Society, the

Kansas

State Medical Society and the American
Medical Association.
His political support is given
the
to
republican party, and his religious connection
is with the Methodist Episcopal Church.
He fraternizes with Weir City Camp No. 714, Modern Woodmen of America, the Woodmen of the World, the
Ancient Order of United Workmen and the Knights
and' Ladies of Security, and also holds membership
in the Commercial Club.
He gives his unqualified
support to all movements making for the betterment
of his community.
Doctor Deal was married at Slater, Missouri, June
30, 1916, to Miss Winnie Marie George, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. George, residents of Slater, where
Mr. George is engaged in fruit growing.

Eev. Daniel P. Mitchell was one of the founders
Methodism in Kansas, and for nearly twenty
years was the most prominent leader in that church
His was a life of service, not only
in the state.
to his church but to humanity.
His name belongs
in every history of Kansas, and his good works
follow him in tlie careers of his children. He was
the father of Charles Bayard Mitchell, who during
his early pastorate was well known in Kansas and
was recently elected a bishop of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Doctor Mitchell's daughter Mrs.
George T. Guernsey, of Independence, is one of the
most prominent women of Kansas and is a national
figure in the councils of the Daughters of the American Kevolution.
A Virginian by birth, Eev. Daniel P. Mitchell was
born near Phillipi in Barbour County in what is now
of

West Virginia, February 2, 1821. His parents were
among the solid yeomanry of that mountainous disand from there he inherited a strong physical
organization and endowments of brain and heart

trict,

which promised for him a prominent position among
men. Under the preaching of the pioneer Methodist
preachers of that day he was in early life led to
Christ, and at the age of twenty-three entered the
Pittsburg Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. In that conference of strong men he soon
became known as a young man of promise, and in
a brief period took a formost place in the church.
His appointments were Kingwood,
Murraysville,
Johnstown, Salem, Coshocton two years, Norman two
years, Cadiz two years, Carrollton two years. South
Common Church in Allegheny City two years, and
presiding elder of Allegheny District two years.
The appointment of presiding elder was a mark of
distinction in those early days.
His last appointment in that conference was Johnstown,
Pennsylvania.

Bishop Ames, who knew him best of any of the
him for the Kansas work,
and charged him to come to Kansas and
help build
up the church in this new state. He came to this
state with this commission in 1863.
He was first
appointed to Leavenworth, where he attracted the
leading men of the state, preached to large audiences,
conducted large revivals and built up the
property
interests of his church in that city. The next two
years w^ere spent as presiding elder in the Leavenworth District, followed by two years as
pastor of
the Second Methodist Episcopal Church of that
city
and as chaplain of the state penitentiarv. In 1870
he was reappointed to the First Church" in Leavenworth. Following this he was pastor of the First
Church of Topeka two years, then
elder
older bishops, selected

presiding
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then for four
of the Fort Scott District four years,
for
years iiresiding elder of the Emporia District,
Disfour years presiding elder of the Independence
trict/and llnally took his last charge, Hutchinson,
of active
\vhere he completed his thirty eight years
that
service and left a revord of work accomplished

New
few men have e(iualU-d. While returning from
Mexico to Kansas in ISSl, he died suddenly on the
in his
train near Newton, Kansas, August 24, 1881,
sixty-first year.

....

,

attained a foremost place in his church
He was a member of the General Conthe Methodist Episference, the law making hody of
difTerent times, representing
copal Church, at four
had
each of the three conferences with which he
been connected, and was for several years the reprein the
sentative of his general conference district
Missionary Society of the church.
Not only was he distinguished as a churchman
and
but as one of the foremost leaders of thought
action in Kansas. He was a prominent candidate
At one
for governor of Kansas and for Congress.
for
time" he received the solid vote of his party
and
I'nited States senator against his own wishes
He was universally recognized as
best interests.
of tlie
the head of the national greenback j.arty
died also.
state, and when the head died the body
In all his political career there were no opponents

He had

in

America.

his views who were disposed to meet him in
debate. Some of the strong men who were opposed
to his political position, testify that his career was
in no wise derogatory to him, either as a man or
Coming to Kansas
as a minister of the" Gospel.
he soon afterward
during the period of the Civil war,
volunteered to assist in repelling Price's raid.
he was marked by the unusual
As a
to

preacher
mixture of keen logic and glowing imagination. As
a reasonor he was clear and concise. As a debater,
he had but few ecjuals whether on the conference
floor, the platform, the pulpit or in the open field,

He was a
off the sophistries of infidelity.
constant worker and literally w-orked himself to
death.
He left a wife and eight children. His wife,
whose maiden name was Ann Eliza Baker, born in
Pennsylvania, and died in Emporia, was a helpmeet
in all his itinerant toils. She was a woman of deep
She was the
piety and marked intellectuality.
daughter of Rev. Henry Baker, a prominent member
of the Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
A brief record of the children of this worthy
couple is as follows: Henry B. was a civil engineer
and died in Idaho. Jennie M., now deceased, was
the first woman admitted to the practice of law by
the Supreme Court of Kansas, became a practicing
attorney in Emporia, and afterwards married .Judge
L. B. Kellogg, who at one time was attorney general
of Kansas and is still in practice at Emporia. Joseph
T., the third child, is a civil engineer living at TaAnnie Eliza is the wife of
eoma, Washington.
C. H. AuU, who is connected with the Cudahy firm
Dr. Charles Bayard, now
at Omaha, Nebraska.
Bishop Mitchell, having been elected to that office
in the General Conference at Saratoga May 19,
1916, was born in 1S57, was educated in Allegheny
College at Meadville, Pennsylvania, was ordained
to the ministry in 18S2, and filled numerous pasHe had been
torates in Kansas and elsewhere.
pastor of the St. .Tames Methodist Episcopal Church
in Chicago, the largest Methodist church of that

warding

to the bishopric.
city, prior to his elevation

Bishop

Mitchell has long been a distinguished figure in, his
and convenchurch, has attended many conferences
tions in America and abroad, and is a well known
lecturer and the author of several books. His home

The next
bishop is at St. Paul, Minnesota.
is Mrs. George T.
younger than Bishop Mitchell
Guernsey of Independence. Dove E. is an unmarried
P. is a
daughter and lives at Omaha. Dannetta
teacher of art in the Kansas State Normal School
at Emporia and is the wife of Jonas E. Eckdall,
at Emporia.
]>roprietor of a bookstore
as

J.\MES A. Templeton. One of the most important
industries of the southeastern part of Kansas is the
has enlisted the best
production of oil, a business that
talents of skilled men from every part of this and
other states, and of the men who are devoting their
better known
energies to this line of endeavor few are

than is James A. Temjileton, of Caney. Mr. Templeton has been engaged in this business from early
about
youth and his success therein has been brought
through a combination which includes a thorough
knowledge of conditions, business talent of a high
order and constant, unremitting industry.
Mr. Templeton is a native of London, Province of
Ontario, Canada, where he was born July 11, 1871,
a son of Da%id and Sarah (Sumner) Templeton. The
family originated in Scotland, from whence the grandfather of Mr. Templeton emigrated to Canada as a

David Templeton was born in 1849,
London, Ontario, and at the age of twenty-five
he still resides. He has
years went to Petrolia, where
been an oil operator all his life, and has followed the
of America,
opening of new fields in various parts
in
having for several years been largely interested
the Pennsylvania wells. He is still active in business,
although "now sixty-seven years of age, and through
his operations has "built up a large business and accumulated a handsome property. Mr. Templeton is a
conservative in politics and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and for the past thirty years
has been active in church work. David Templeton is
He married
a member of the Order of Foresters.
Sarah Sumner, who was born in 18.50, at Armada,
as follows:
Michigan, and they have had nine children,
James' .•\;. of this notice; Maude, who married first
Alex McAlester, who was killed in South America
while drilling oil wells, and she is now the wife of
David Clark, a fruit ranch owner and resides at Los
first Arthiir
Angeles, California; Etta, who married
is
Rouse, an oil well driller, now deceased, and she
now the wife of John Battice, an oil producer and oil
an
worker, and resides at Petrolia, Canada; David,
oil producer residing on South Main Street, Caney;
a tinRosa, who is the wife of Arthur Thompson,
smith of Petrolia, Canada: Lula, who is the wife of
Earl Sumner, a mechanic in the employ of the Ford
who
automobile fax-torv at Detroit, Michigan; Seth,
North Wood
is an oil well driller and resides on
of CoffeyStreet, Canev; Roy, who is an oil worker
Ernest, a journeyman barber, who
ville, Kansa,s; and'

young man.
at

much traveling in different parts of the country.
James A. Templeton attended the public schools of
Petrolia, Canada, until he was fourteen years of age,

does

vocation
at which time he began working on a farm, a
which he followed for two years. He then entered
make his success, his
upon the work in which he was to
Petrolia fields.
first experience being gained, in the
He next went to the Island of Borneo, where he remained for two ye.irs and six months, then returning
His
to Petrolia, where he spent another two years.
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next location was Humboldt, Kansas, where be arrived in September, 1903, then to Chanute, Kansas,
in 1905, next to Coffeyville, in October, 1909, and
Since
finally to Caney, where he arrived in 1910.
that time he has been located at Caney, devoting himself to the business of oil and gas producing and conHe has gradually built up a profitable
tracting.
business, and at this time has fifteen producing oil

Chautauqua County, Kansas. In
addition to his home, at No. 210 Wood Street, he
owns other real estate at Caney and Chanute. Mr.
Tenipleton is a republican. He belongs to the Maccabees of the World, Caney Lodge of Odd Fellows No.
Modern Woodmen of Amer.'!23, Caney Lodge of the
He
ica, No. 911, and Caney Lodge of Elks, No. 121.5.
also has a twenty-year endowment policy in the Manufacturers Life Insurance Company, whose main
and gas wells

in

Few men have a
are at Toronto, Canada.
larger acquaintance in the oil and gas business than
has Mr. Tenipleton, who is justly accounted an authority in his field.
ofSces

On September

Mr. Tenipleton was married
Miss Sarah Ann Leach,
George Leach, who was an oil
producer of the Dominion.
at

11, 1900,
to

Petrolia, Canada,
daughter of the late

Ealph E. M.\rtin'. For several successive terms
the people of Cherokee County have laid the responsibilities of the office of sheriff upon Ralph E. Martin, who is a native son of that county, and belongs
to an old and respected family that has been identiMr. Martin
fied with Kansas since pioneer days.
grew up in Cherokee County, came to know the
people and the people have knovni him since early
boyhood, and he has well earned the confidence they
have

shown

liim

in

his

repeated

elections

to

this

executive office.
Sheriff Martin belongs to old American stock, and
the family has exemplified many worthy qualities.
It is interesting to note that one occujiation has
been quite persistently followed by the various genthat is the harness-making trade.
erations, and
Sheriff Martin himself learned that ocj^upation and
followed it before his election as sheriff.

Ralph E. Martin was born in Cherokee County,
Kansas, June 4, 1873. His original ancestors were
Irish people who emigrated to Pennsylvania about
His great-grandfather
the time of the Revolution.
John Martin, a native of Kentucky, was a tailor by
trade, lived in Ontario, Canada, a number of years
and from there pioneered into the State of MichiHe died in Michigan before Sheriff Martin's
gan.
He married Miss Bowles.
father was born.
Jonathan Martin, the grandfather of the Cherokee
County sheriff, was born in Ontario, Canada, in
He married in
1808, but was reared in Michigan.
Zanesville, Ohio, lived there two years and then went
to Carroll County, Indiana, where he followed his
trade of a saddler and harness-maker up to the date
In politics he was a
of his death, in March, 1855.
democrat, and that allegiance has characterized
nearly all the members of the family in their various
generations.
Religiously he was a member of the
Ignited Presbyterian Church and very active, and
was also affiliated with the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows. Jonathan Martin married Elizabeth
Martin, of the same name but not related. She was
born near Zanesville, Ohio, in 1806, of Scotch ancesHer father, William Martin, was born in Penntry.
sylvania in 1770, and died in Carroll County, Indi-

One of his last acts was to vote for
ana, in 183G.
Franklin Pierce for President of the United States.

He was
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a pioneer farmer in Carroll County, Indiana.

The father of this William Martin was a soldier of
the American Revolution, and was one of the troops
that made the stormy crossing of the Delaware
River under Washington on Christmas eve. William
Martin married Phoebe Laramore.
Mrs. Jonathan
Martin, who died in Carroll County, Indiana, in 1870,
was the mother of the following children
David,
who was a harness-maker and saddler and died at
Placerville, California; Pininah, who married Sam
Gordon, a farmer, and she died in Kansas City, Missouri; William, who likewise followed the family
occupation of harness-maker and saddler and died
in Cassville, Missouri; Albert, who died in infancy;
:

W. Martin, father of Sheriff Martin, fifth in this
family; Henry H., who was a photographer by profession, but for many years was a guard in the
United States treasurer's office at Washington, D. C,
where he died; Phoebe Ann, who first married
George Waggle, a shoemaker, and after his death
married Moses Plew, a farmer, also deceased, and
she died in Colorado.
Thus it will lie seen that a number of this family
have been workers in leather, and that was the
occupation during his active years of Mr. B. W.
Martin, who is an honored resident of Columbus,
He was born in Carroll County, Indiana,
Kansas.
March 26, 1837,- was reared there, and was one of
the pioneers of Kansas Territory, having come out
in 1858, and having homesteaded 160 acres in Miami
He did not occupy this land long, and
County.
He settled
returned to Carroll County, Indiana.
on a claim in Cherokee County in 1871, and
was identified with its management and improvement for a number of years. He finally sold his
farm and in 1882 took up his trade of harness-maker
in Columbus, and in 1884 engaged in that line of
After a half century or more
business for himself.
of active work he retired in 1915, and is now enjoying the comforts of a well spent career. He is, like
other members of the family, a democrat, belongs to
the Baptist Church and is afSliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Mr. B. W. Martin
married Sophia Rosenberry, of South Bend, Indiana.
She was born in Ohio in 1834, and died in Seneca,
Mr. B. W. Martin and wife
Missouri, in 1879.
became the parents of eight children, briefly mentioned as follows
Roger, who was in the harness
business with his father and died in Columbus in
1903
Clara, who married Reuben Evans, a retired
property owner living near Los Angeles, California;
A. G. Martin, a harness-maker at Miami, Oklahoma;
Grace, wife of Samuel Gonzwar, who is an inspector
in the city health department of Spokane, Washington; Edward, a bookkeeper at Columbus; Mary, who
died at Columbus in 1901, the wife of Kit Beers, who
is now engaged in the transfer business at Joplin,
Missouri; Ralph E., who is the seventh in order of
age; anil David, a harness-maker at Columbus.
Mr. Ral|>h E. Martin has lived in Columbus since
he was about nine years of age, and received his education partly in the country schools and partly in the
When eighteen he left his books and
city schools.
studies, spent a couple of years at work on a farm,
and then served an apprenticeship at the harnessmaker 's trade. He was a skillful and able worker in
that line at Columbus until he was first elected
He was inducted into office January
sheriff in 1909.
In 1912 he was
1910, and served six months.
1,
again the successful candidate for sheriff, and received the largest majority of any man on the demoB.

:

;

cratic

ticket

in

that

year.

He was

re-elected

in
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1914, and botli terms have been characterized by the
utmost efficiency and by a conscientious and courageous performance of every duty assigned him.
Mr. Martin is well known in fraternal circles, being
affiliated with tlic Knights of Pythias, the Modern
Woodmen of America, the Antillorse Thief Association, the Loyal Order of the Moose and the Knights
and Ladies of Security at Columbus. He owns one
of the comfortable homes of that city.
In 1901, at Columbus, he married Miss Pearl
Jameson, a daughter of A. .T. and Palina (Strong)
Jameson.
Her mother is now deceased, and her
father, who followed the business of carpenter and
contractor, is now living at Columbus. Mr. and Mrs.
Martin have four young children: Dale, born in
November, 1903; Kmery, born in October, 1905;
Edith, born September 19, 1908; and Sherrv, born

August

28,

1911.

Mrs. N.\ncy J. McNeill. While the professional
career of Mrs. Nancy J. McNeill ha.s covered but a
short period of time, she has already demonstrated
her right to a place among the learned members of
the Cherokee ("ounty bar, and, as junior partner of
the firm of Skidmore & McNeill, at Columbus, has
Mrs.
built up a large and representative practice.
McNeill was born near the Town of Messer, in Cherokee County, Kansas, and is a daughter of Branche
and Mary M. (Fowler) Jones, and a descendant of
revolutionary ancestors on both sides of the family.
The Jones family originated in Wales, and members thereof were found in Virginia during colonial
times.
Branche Jones was born in Eastern Tennessee, in 1859, and came to Kansas in 1883, settling
in Cherokee County, where for a number of years he
was engaged in farming and also wa.s employed as a
He is now retired from active
stationary engineer.
pursuits and makes his home with Mrs. McNeill. Ho
is a republican in
politics and a member of the
Mr. Jones married
Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mary M. Fowler, who wa.s also born in 1859, in Eastern Tennessee, and to this union there were born
two children: Lulu, who died at the age of twentyseven years as the wife of .John Zimmerman, a coal
miner of Pittsburg, Kansas; and Nancy Jane.
Nancy Jane Jones received her early education in
the public schools of Cherokee County, attending the
Cherokee County High .School for two years, and
then became a teacher in the country scliools. Becoming interested in the law, she gave up teaching after
two years, and entered the offices of Skidmore &
McNeill, where she acted in the capacity of stenographer, having taken a course in the fredonia (KanWhile thus employed she
sas) Business College.
studied law assiduously for four years, and in .Tune,
At the same time
1916, was admitted to the bar.
she was admitted to jiartnership in the firm of Skidmore & McNeill, a.s a member of which she has since
She has demonstrate*! the ])Ossession of
practiced.
qualities which should serve to advance her greatly
in her profession, but at the same time stands as
a noble refutation of the oft-times expressed belief
that the entrance of woman into public life tends
to lessen her distinctive character.
By her first marriage to C. H. Warstlcr, she became
the mother of two children: Lee, horn March 1,
In 1909,
190.3; and Lulu, born February 6, 1905.
at Columbus, she was married to Edwin V. McNeill,
who w.as born in Ross County, Ohio, January 30,
Mr. McNeill
1857, a son of Corbin A. McNeill.

belongs to a family
Scotland to Virginia

which
in

originally
early colonial

came
days,

from
and

were later pioneers into Ohio.
Corbin A. McNeill
was born in 1822, in Ross County, Ohio, and was
there reared, educated and married.
In 1858 he
went to Macoupin County, Illinois, and in April,
to
Cherokee
1869,
County, Kansas, where he became
a large laniihohler and stockman. His home was in
Lola Township, and he was the owner of 600 acres
of land in Cherokee County. For years he was a recognized leader in rejiublican politics, but never held
office.
Mr. McNeill married Nancy Ann Kelley, who
was born in 1828, in Ross County, Ohio, and died at
in
1902.
Mr.
Columbus,
Kansas,
September,
McNeill's death occurred December 31, 1899, at
(Columbus.
were
the
of
Tlicy
parents
eight children,
as follows: John, who engaged in farming in Cherokea County and died at the age of thirty years;
William R., who died unmarried, at the age of
twenty-two years, in 1874, onthe farm of his parents;
Edwin v.; Renick, who died in Macoupin County,
Illinois; Jacob, a farmer, wlio died in Linn County,
Missouri, aged thirty-nine years; Stronger B., who
died at the age of twenty-three years in Cherokee
County, where he had been engaged in farming;
Mary, who died in infancy; and Corbin A., an attorney of Columbus, Kansas.
Edwin V. McNeill was educated in the public
schools of Macoupin County, Illinois, and Cherokee
County, Kansas, and remained on his father's farm
until he was twenty-two years of age.
At that time
ho went to Colorado, where he ranched, mined and
farmed for fifteen or more years, but in 1898 returned
to K.ansas and settled at Columbus, where he took
up the study of law in the office of his brother, C. A.
McNeill, and Al F. Williams. Admitted to the bar
June 5, 1901, he has since carried on a general practice, with offices in the Logan Security Building.
He is known as one of the thorough and capable
members of the Cherokee County legal profession
and during his fifteen years of practice has been
identified with much important litigation.
He has
served aS city attorney of Columbus, an office to
which he was elected on the republican ticket. With
Mrs. McNeill, he belongs to the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and nis fraternal connection.^ include membership in Galena Lodge No. 677, Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, and the Knights of Pythias
Lodge of Columbus. The pleasant family home is
situated at No. 428 Pennsylvania Avenue.
Corbin .•\sahel McNeill, brother of Edwin V. McNeill, w.as born in Macou]iin County, Illinois, .Tanuary 13, 1867, in a log cabin. He received his public
school education in Cherokee County, Kansas, following which he attended the State Normal School, at
Fort Scott, and became a telegraph operator, a vocation which he followed for a short time. Mr. McNeill
read law in the offices of Ritter & Wiswell, attorneys
at Columbus, and was admitted to the bar in 1892,
and two years later had so favorably impressed himself upon the people that he was elected county
attorney, an office in which he served one term. He
also served one term as a member of the State
Board of Charities, under the adminidtration of Governor W. .T. Bailey. Mr. McNeill has had a general
civil and criminal practice, and has one of the largest
clienteles in this part of the state. He was appointed
by Oovernor Hoch as judge of the District Court,
to fill out an unexpired term, and was subsequently
elected to tliat office in 1906 and served four years
more. Judge McNeill is a rejiublican. Fraternally,
he is affiliated with St. Paul (Kansas) Council,
Knights of Columbus; Galena Lodge No. 677, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; Galena Aerie of
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Fraternal Order of Eagles; and tlie Loyal Order
Moose, Modern Woodmen of America, Ancient
Order of United Workmen and Kniglits and Ladies
of Security, of Columbus. He also holds- membership
tlie

of

Commercial Club. He and the members of his
Catholic Church, and
family belong to the Roman
South Floreside" in their modern home at No. 401
rida Avenue.
^
,,•
In 1889 Judge McNeill was married to Miss
Mauson:
one
in
died
who
1902,
leaving
Edna Macy,
a graduate of the Cherokee County High
rice,
father and is now an
School, who read law with his
In 1904, in
attorney of Kansas City, Missouri.
Cherokee County, C. A. McNeill was married to Miss
and Fannie
Agnes Fleming, daughter of Michael
now deceased.
Fleming, farming people who are both
Mrs. McNeill died in 1907, at Columbus, leaving one
In June, 1910,
1906.
daughter: Helen, born July 4,
Mr '^McNeill was again married, being united with
Miss Clara Sclilafy, of Carlyle, Illinois. They have
three children: Fred, born February 2, 1911; Zale,
born July 7, 1912; and David, born September 27,
in the

.

-,

own

efforts,

land

his

1889

ami while he has disposed of some of
In 1914,
holds farming interests.

still

desiring to enter business, he

company with John H.

came

to Liberty, where,

now

of Independence,
he purchased the yard, stock and equipment of the
W. D. Riley Lumber Company, the name of the
concern at that time being changed to its present
Under the
style, the Liberty Lumber Company.
new management the enterprise has met with excellent success, and is justly accounted one of Liberty's
Mr. Ashby has shown himself
leading industries.
to be a shrewd, far-sighted business man, alive to
every opportunity and with a thorough knowledge
He has also established a repuof his business.
tation for honorable dealing, which has proven a
valuable asset in commercial circles. He is a stockholder and director of the Liberty State Bank. In
acts rather as a
politics he is a republican, but
seeker
supporter of his party's interests than as a
His religious connection
for personal preferment.
is with the Methodist Episcopal Church.
in

Tole,

Mr. Ashby was married in 188S, in Liberty TownMontgomery County, to Miss Grace Forsyth,
daughter of the late Alfred P. Forsyth, a farmer,

191?..

ship,

Galusha W. Ashbt. Many of the men of Montin
gomery Countv who have attained prominence

who was

work and prior to entering commercial, industrial
and financial affairs have achieved success as tillers

for three terms, or nine years, a member
of the Board of Regents of the Kansas State AgriMr. and Mrs. Ashby have two
culture College.
children: Edith Beryl, who is the wife of L. P.
who resides at
fUiy, a Missouri farmer; and T. A.,

of the

El Reno, Oklahoma, and

business

life, liave

had their training

in agricultural

In this category is found Galusha W.
soil.
in
Ashby, who until 1914 centered his activities^
time
farming in Montgomery County and since that

has given his fine talents to the advancement of the
lumber interests of Liberty, as proprietor of the
Liberty Lumber Company.
Mr. Ashbv was born on a farm in Appanoose
Countv, Iowa, December 23, 1861, and is a son of
Thomas and Amanda V. (Fuller) Asliby. On his
father's side he is of Scotch descent and onhis
mother's side of French ancestry, and both families
located in Maryland during Colonial times. Thomas
Ashby was born in 1834, in Indiana, was reared and
educated in that state and Iowa, and in the latter
state entered upon his career as a farmer. On May
20, 1S71, he came to Montgomery County, Kansas,
establishing himself as a pioneer farmer, and here
He became
.the remainder of his life was passed.
a substantial agriculturist, accumulated a good
property through industry and well-directed effort,
rfnd won and held the esteem and respect of his
His death occurred in 18S2. Mr.
fellow-citizens.
Ashby was a republican, but took only a good
citizen 's interest in public affairs. He was an active
worker in the Methodist Episcopal Church and a
member of its official board. He married Miss
Amanda V. Fuller, who was born in Illinois, in 1S42,
and who still survives him and resides at Liberty.
"

They became the parents of the following children:
Galusha W. D. C, who resides at Kansas City,
Missouri, and is a lumberman; J. S., who is engaged
;

farming in Missouri; Dora, who is the wife of
Woodring, manager of the Kallashu Lumber
Company, of Lake Charles, Louisiana; Newton, who
is a salesman for the Long Bell Lumber Company,
at Kansas City, Missouri; Eliza, who died at the
age of six years; and Langton, who died when five
in

S. T.

years of age.
The public schools of Montgomery County furnished G. W. Ashby with his education, and when
nineteen years of age he began farming on his ov^^l
account. For a period of about thirty years ho continued as an agriculturist, winning success by his

Bell

is

connected with the Long

Lumber Company.

Charles H. Pocock. Postmaster of Tyro, in Montgomery County, a farmer and well known citizen of
that locality, Charles H. Pocock for many years was
identified with educational work both in Kansas and
In character and attainments he is
other states.
and
type of man whom the people instinctively respect
he has
repose confidence in, and again and again
been called to duties of a public nature.
By ancestry he is English, and his grandfather,
Ohio in the
Eliyah Pocock, came from England to
He was a farmer and blacksmith
very early days.
and died in Wayne County.
Mr. Charles H. Pocock was born in Storey County,
Iowa, August 12, 1863, a son of E. H. Pocock. His
father was born in Ohio in 1834, was reared in that
who was born
state, and married there Mary Hinkle,
in Pennsylvania in 1840 and now resides at Caney,
Kansas. E. H. Pocock graduated from the College
of Physicians and Surgeons at Columbus, Ohio, with
the degree of M. D., and during the Civil war served
as an assistant surgeon in that division of the Union
army commanded by General Thomas. In 1856 he
had moved to Storey County, Iowa, where he practiced his profession for a number of years, and then
went back to Ohio, locating at Shreve, and f roni there
to Walnut, Indiana,, where he was engaged in his
Doctor Pocock
professional duties for twenty years.
moved from Indiana to Norman, Oklahoma, where
he acquired a farm, and later sold it and retired to
Oklahoma City, where he died in 1910. Ho was an
He
active republican and a Kniglit Templar Mason.
and his wife had three children: Charles H.; Lee,
railroad man and died in Old Mexico at
the age of twenty-five; Frank, who is a farmer at

who was a

Caney, Kansas.

Though a native of Iowa, Charles II. Pocock spent
most of his early years in Ohio and Indiana. He
to obtain an educawisely improved his" opportunities
of fifteen was
tion, and at the extremely early age
o-iven his first certificate and taught his first term
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of country school. He continued teaching for several
successive winters, spending his wages during the
summer in attending sohool as a student. In 1882
he completed the teachers' course in the Northern
Indiana Normal School at Valparaiso, and from that
time forward for nearly twenty j-ears was closely
L'ntil 1888 he taught
identified with school work.
in Indiana, aud in that year moved to Kansas and
has since been a resident of Montgomery County
His first home was four miles north of Tyro, and he
continued tcailiing in Montgomery County until 1901.
In 1898 Mr. Pocock bought a farm of a hundred
acres a half a mile west of Tyro, and so far as he
has had leisure from other duties has improved and
developed it and is still owner, managing it with the
He makes his home on the farm,
aid of his sons.
though for many years his interests have been in
From' 1901 to 1908 Mr. Pocock wa.s postthe town.
master of Tyro and was again appointed to that
[losition in September, 1915, taking charge
of the office on January 1, 1916. Since 1908 he has
carried on a business in real estate, and is one of
the reliable dealers and brokers in farm lands in liis
part of Montgomery County.
Since reaching manhood Mr. Pocock has steadily
For eight years
affiliated with the republican party.
he was clerk of Caney Township, was trustee of the
township a term of two years, and has also served
on the school board, his interest in school affairs
never having been allowed to wane, though he has
been out of active school work as a teacher for the
oflBcial

past fifteen years.
In 1893, at Independence, Kansas, Mr. Pocock married Miss Minnie E. Brown, a daughter of Andrew J.
Her father, who was a farmer,
and Lena Brown.
died in Ayiril, 1916, and her mother still resides on
Mr. and Mrs.
the old farm in Montgomery County.
Pocock have three children: Victor, who was born
July 10, 1S97, completed the jmblic school course at
Tyro and attended the Fredonia Business College, and

now assistant postmaster under his father. .John,
who was born .Tune 10, 1899, is in the senior class
of the Tyro High School. Teddy, born February 27,
is

1902, graduated at the head of his class from the
eighth grade of the grammar schools of Tyro in 1916.

Louis R. Roter. One of the very able business
of Parsons was the late Louis R. Roter, wlio
was president of the Parsons Cold Storage and Crystal Ice Company and had followed merchandising
and various lines of business in Kansas and other

men

states for

many years.
died in his fifty-fourth year at Parsons Feb1907.
He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio,
ruary 3,
October 2, 185.S, a son of Henry Roter, who was
born in Germany and died at Dillsboro, Indiana.
Henry Roter came to this country a young man,
lived in Cincinnati many years, and then moved to
a farm at Dillsboro, Indiana.
The first seventeen years of his life the late Louis
R. Roter spent on his father's farm and in the
meantime acquired an education in the public schools
of Dillsboro.
He then went to the oil district of
Western Pennsylvania, and found employment at
Titusville, at first in a grocery store and afterwards
in a paint and wall pajier store until 1879.
From
that date until 1881 he was a merchant at Cohille
For many years
near Bradford in the oil district.
Mr. Roter carried on a successful business as a genHe left
eral merchant at Abbottsford, Wisconsin.
there in 1897, and in 1899 located in Parsons, Kansas, where he became actively identified with the ice

He

He

did much to develop the Crystal Ice
the Parsons Cold Storage Plant, and
was president and manager of this corporation at
the time of his death.
Politically he was a republican and served in the city council of Parsons. He
was a member of the Lutheran Church and frat<;rnally was affiliated with Parsons Lodge, No. 117,

business.

Company and

.\ncient Free

and Accepted Masons, Parsons ChapRoyal .^rch Masons, Coeur de Lion
Commandery No. 17, Knights Templar, Parsons
Lodge, No. 527, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks, Parsons Camp, No. 8-14, of the Modern Woodmen of America, and also belouged to the Sons and
Daughters of Justice.
Mr. Roter married for his first wife Alice B.
Thompson, who died at Abbottsford, Wisconsin.
Her iliildren were: Edith B., wife of Fred P.
Hogue, who resides at New Orleans and is general
salesman for the Louisiana Red Cypress Company,
their children being Fred Louis and Cora Alice; and
No.

ter,

Alice,

.{9,

the second

child

of

the

union,

who died

in

infancy.

In 1855 at Abbottsford, Wisconsin, Mr. Roter
married Miss Cora A. Thompson, a sister of his first
wife.
Mrs. Roter since the death of her husband
has continued to live in Parsons and is now president of the Parsons Qold Storage and Crystal Ice
Company. She is a very capable business woman,
and is also well known socially. She was born at
Delaware, Ohio, attended the public schools tliere
and in tlie State of Pennsylvania, and is a d.aughter
of Jo.sejih B. Thompson.
The Thompson family is
of

Scotchlrisli

America

descent,

settled

and

its

first

members

in

in

Pennsylvania during colonial
Mrs. Roter 's grandfather Edward Thompson
days.
was born in Pennsylvania, spent many years in educational work in Pennsylvania, and afterwards lived
retired in tlio State of Nebraska until his death.
Joseph B. Thompson was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, in 1817, grew up there, and subsequently
became a minister of the Reformed Church, preachHe died at Canaan,
ing in Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Josejih B.

He was a republican in politics.
Thompson married Phoebe Jane Tallman,

who

born

Ohio,

1879.

in

was

in Winchester, Ohio, and died in
Their children were:
Sh.Tnnnndale, Pennsylvania.
Alice B., who was the first wife of the late Louis R.
is
Roter; Otho Ferrel, who
superintendent of the

.\ssociated Oil

Company at Bradford, Pennsylvania;
Mrs. Cora A. Roter; Effie .lane, wife of William B.
Frost, an oil operator at Muskogee, Oklahoma; JOdward U., a painter living at Pitt^sburgh, Pennsylvania; Ne\an H., a bookkeeper at Warren, Ohio;
Grace A., who died at the age of twenty-seven, the
wife of George Erskine; Birchard D., an oil operator
at Simpson, Pennsylvania; Pearl, who died at Pasadena, California, in 1912, the wife of Edwin R.
Libert, who was a traveling salesman and is also
deceased and Lulu Maude, who died in infancy.
Mrs. Roter resides in her attractive residence at
1505 Grand Avenue in Parsons.
She is an active
member of the First Presbyterian Church. Mrs.
Bessie Pearl married Guy
Roter has two children.
:

B. Bebout, who
Federal service,

an assistant

civil engineer iii the
stationed at Wheeling, West
Virginia, and they have an infant daughter named
Charles R., the only son of Mrs.
Elizabeth Ann.
Roter, lives with his mother and is assistant manager
of the Parsons Cold Storage and Crystal Ice ComHe and his wife, Bessie R. Roter, have a
pany.

liaughter

is

now

named Helen Marjorie.
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T. C. Long, M. D., now of Independence, has been
successfully engaged in the practice of medicine and
His
surgery in Kansas for the past fifteen years.
reputation is especially based on his skill as a
surgeon, and he is rated as one of tlic most proficient
in tliat class of work ^n Montgomery County.

He was near Portland in Jay County, Indiana,
His grandfather, who died at
February 5, 1871.
the age of forty years, was a native of Ohio and
moved from that state to a farm in Jay County.
That farm, settled by the family more than eighty
years ago, was the birthplace of J. S. Long and also
of his son. Dr. T. C. Long. ,1. S. Long was born in
1838, and has never had any other home than his
He owns a fine place of oUO acres, and
birthplace.
though now nearly eighty years of age still looks
after his interests as a diversified farmer. He served
in the ITnion army during the Civil war, has taken
an active interest in township and local affairs, and
is a democrat and a member of the Reformed Church.

Long married Armenia Frickle, who was born
near Portland, Imliana, in 1839 and died on the old
homestead farm in 1900. There were seven children
in the family:
Stephen D., who was a farmer in
Jay County, Indiana, died from typhoid at the age of
forty; Laura A. never married and is living with
her farther; Mary F. is the wife of C. P. Strauss, a
farmer near Portland, Indiana; H. W. Long is a general merchant at Fort Recovery, Ohio; the fifth in
age is Dr. T. C. Long; Jesse is a farmer near Portland; Dr. N. W. Long is a graduate of Barnes
Medical College and a physician and surgeon at
San Francisco, California.
Educated in the public schools of his native county,
Doctor Long also attended the Lookout School of that
county, and by working on farms and other occupations finally secured the means to enable him to
carry
out his long cherished plan of becoming a physician.
In 1899 he graduated with the degree M. D. from
the Hygeia Medical College of Cincinnati, and in
1901 took his M. D. degree from the Barnes Medical
J. S.

College at St. Louis, Missouri.
After graduating he came to Kansas, and was in
practice at Munden until his removal to Independence in December, 1911. In 1909 Doctor
Long took
a general course in the Chicago Policlinic. As a
in
he
his
specialist
surgery,
performs
operations in
the Montgomery County Hospital at
Independence.
He is an active member of tlie Montgomery Connty
and the Kansas State Medical societies and the
American Medical Association.
Doctor Long belongs to the Commercial
Club, the
Knights and Ladies of Security, the Fraternal Aid,
and has membership in Munden Lodge, Ancient Free

and Accepted Masons. He is independent in
politics.
His home is at 311 North Eleventh Street in Independence.

Lloyd Lakin is one of the prominent young business leaders of Kansas.
He is secretary, treasurer
and active manager of the Lakin-McKee ManufacThis is the largest
turing Company of Fort Scott.
individual industry in that city, the largest of its
kind in Southeastern Kansas, and perhaps the largest
in tho entire West.
The output is overalls. The
Lakin-McKee overalls are distributed all over the
Middle West. The goods are pre-eminent for
quality
and service. It is a business built up on character,
and to a large degree the constructive and creative
ideas of Lloyd Lakin have been fundamental in the
success of the business.
The president of the company is Henry P. McKee,
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while James T. Beatty is vice president.
The company was organized in 1908, and they began manufacturing overalls in a small building and on a modest
scale, and the great extension of the plant has fol-

lowed as a natural result of the real demand for the
The organizers of the business were the
goods.
late Charles A. Lakin, father of Lloyd, and Mr.
McKee and Lloyd Lakin. Charles A. Lakin was the
first president and Mr. McKee was vice
president.
The plant at the beginning was situated in the outskirts of Fort Scott.
In less tlian two years the
business acquired by the company made it necessary
to enlarge the plant, and in 1910 was erected a factory building which is a credit to the entire State
of Kansas.
It is modern in every particular, and
special attention has been given to the sanitary and

The overall faclighting features of the building.
tory stands on North Main Street, is three stories
high, is of concrete, steel and glass construction,
and has a floor space of 21,000 square feet. This
industry employs constantly between 1.50 and 200
people, and their payroll is the largest of any industry in Fort Scott, and nothing in recent years has
contributed more to the solid prosperity of the city
than the overall factory. They maintain five traveling representatives who are on the road aU the year
around and cover the states of Kansas, Nebraska,
Iowa, Missouri, Oklahoma, Colorado and Arkansas.
Mr. Lloyd Lakin was born in lola, Kansas,
August 24, 1882, and measured in years he is stiU
young and has the promise of most of his life ahead
of him, though in jioint of experience he is a veteran
business man.
His parents were Charles A. and
Belle (Case) Lakin.
His father was born in Indiana and his mother in Kansas. Belle Case 's mother
was one of the earliest pioneers in Southwestern Kansas, and for some years was postmistress of Osage
Indian Mission.
Her brother was killed by the
Indians in the early days.
Charles A. Lakin came
to Kansas at the age of twenty, was for a number
of years in the drug business at lola, and later
extended his enterprise to general merchandise. He
remained at lola until 1885, and then came to Fort
Scott, where he was proprietor of a retail grocery
store.
Later with J. T. Beatty he established a
wholesale grocery house under the name Lakin &
This firm subsequently merged their interBeatty.
ests with the Fort Scott Wholesale Grocery Company, and Mr. Charles Beatty continued a member
of that firm until 1907, when he retired.
In 1908
he joined his son and Mr. Beatty in organizing the
Lakin-MeKee Manufacturing Company, but soon
after it started his health failed and he died in Fort
Scott in 1911 at the age of fifty-eight.
He was a
splendid type of citizen and business man, and his
death was widely lamented, since he was at the time
He was an active
only in the prime of his years.
republican, a member of the Methodist Church, and
in Masonry had attained the thirty-second degree
and belonged to the Mystic Shrine. His widow still
lives at her old home in Fort Scott and is one of the
There
regular members of the Methodist Church.
were only two cliildren, and the daughter Maud
Lakin died when twenty years of age.
Lloyd Lakin received his early education in the
city schools of Fort Scott, graduating from high
school at eighteen, and then took advanced training
in the literary department of the tTni versify of Kansas at Lawrence.
After leaving college he became
traveling salesman for the Fort Scott Wholesale
Grocery Company. After two years he resigned to
take a position in the traffic department of the

KANSAS AND KANSANS

1892
Bell

Missouri.
Telephone Company at Kansas City,
there until 1908, when he returned to Fort

He was

Scott and secured the cooperation of his father and
Mr. Bcatty in organizing and establishing the Lakin-

McKce Manufacturing Company.

Mr. Lakin should be personally credited with the
of the model factory
planning and the arrangement
While
in 1910.
building which the company erected
ho left to a skilled arcliite'ct the actual drawing of
the plans, these plans when completed illustrated his

Nauvoo, Illinois. On account of his ancestry ho had
membership in the Sons of the American RevoluDr. Rufus Richardson was a native of Contion.
necticut, wliile his wife was born in Virginia.
A. (>. Kichardson completed his education in
Knox College at Galesburg, Illinois, where he was
graduated in IS.'JS. In ISuo he engaged in business

as a general tradet, handling lumber, groceries, real
estate and lending money. For a time he lived at

Keokuk, Iowa, and while there served as clerk of
In 1863 he removed to Little
city council.
Rock, Arkansas, where he had his drug store, and
in 1866 he removed to Alabama, and bought a
He
jilantation engaging in the raising of cotton.
l)ecame prominent in that southern state during the
years following tlie war. General Swaine, the military governor of Alabama, appointed him sheriff of
Wilcox County. In the political campaign of 1868
he was elected a member of the State Legislature
of Alabama, and rendered some effective service.
However, the feeling against northern men was so
intense throughout the South, and his life was so
many times threatened, that he finally left Alabama

ideas and nearly every detail of the building was
It was
carefully thought out by him in advance.
due to 'him that the features of sanitary arrangement and lighting were especially emphasized.
Mr. Lakin also retains an interest as a stockholder in the Fort Scott Wholesale Grocery Company.
He is a republican on national issues, otherwise inHe is a past exalted ruler of the local
dependent.
and Shriner, and
lodge of Elks and is a Mason
belongs to the Methodist Church.
On September 20, 1910, at Palmyra, Illinois, where
she was born and where her parents still reside, .Mr.
Lakin married Miss Ethel Smith, daughter of LafaySmith.
They have three
ette and

the

Lois Isabelle, born
4, 1914;
May 2, 1912: Meredith Maud, born .lulyMrs.
Lakin
and" Barbara Jane, born March 28, 1916.
and
Church
Methodist
is a working member of the
C. C. Club.
belongs to the Eastern Star and the

His early activities as a pioneer in Harvey County
have already bean noted. Later he was elected a
member of the Kansas Legislature in the session of
1874-7.1, and at the end of his term was again
chosen as county commissioner, an office he filled for
many years. Politically he was naturally in thorough
sympathy w'ith the republican party, but his political actions were also governed by a' strenuous beIn church matters
lief in the prohibition principle.
he was a United Presbyterian.

'

Mary (Duncan)

children, all born in Fort Scott;

AsoN GiTTiNGs RiCHABDSON. A Kansas jiioneer
whose name and services were especially identified
with Ilarvoy County, Ason Gittings Richardson was
one of the strong and noble men of his time. He

was
belonged to the old abolition class of the North,
a man of resolute character and would follow his
convictions even in the face of extreme personal
danger.

He came to Kansas in 1870 and settled in Harvey
County, when that district of Kansas was practically
His home was in Richland Township.
unsettled.

The

first

conreligious services held in the county,

ducted by Rev. Mr. Roberts, were at his home, and
the first Sabbath School was organized in his house
on May 1, 1871. When Harvey County was organized Mr. Richardson was appointed by the governor
chairman of the original county commissioners for
the purpose of organizing the county, dividing it
into townships and naming the different subdivisions, and otherwise starting the machinery of
local civil government.
He was born at Zanesville, Ohio, May 1, 1830,
His parents were
and died November 11, 1903.
Dr. Rufus Richardson and Jemima Richardson. The
family were colonial settlers in America, and his
grandfather, Jesse Richardson, fought gallantly as
a soldier of the Revolution, and was a pensioner.
He served in a Copnecticut regiment. After the
war he located in Otsego, Ohio, where he died. Dr.
Rufus Richardson, while educated for the profession
of medicine, seldom practiced except for the poor
and needy, and gave his time chiefly to his work
as a minister of the Protestant Methodist Church
both in Ohio and Illinois. At one time he was president of the North Illinois Conference of his church.

and came to Kansas

On March

21,

in 1870.

1877,

at

Zanesville,

Ohio,

Mr.

Richardson married Lida Anderson, who now resides
in the City of Wichita.
Mrs. Richardson is a
daughter of .John and Elizabeth .Anderson. They
were Scotcli Irish people and of the old Covenanter
stock.
Right after their marriage they left the
old country, and spent six weeks on a sailing vessel
in crossing the ocean.
They had already come in

sight of America when the vessel was wrecked just
off the coast near Halifax, and all their possessions
went to the bottom of the sea. It was a time when
drafts or checks were not in use, and they brought
all their money in coin with them as well as a quanWith the shipwreck their
tity of household goods.
own lives were saved, but all these material possessions were lost.
In spite of such an inauspicious
beginning Mr. and Jlrs. Anderson lived to accumulate a competency, and were high minded and
honorable people. In their native country they were
Orangemen, followers of the Prince of Orange, and
in America they became strong abolitionists.

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Richardson were:
Rufus Gittings, who married Mary Elizabeth White:
Robert Anderson, who married Florence Fay Wolfe;
,Tohn Levi and Ralph Lovcll, both now deceased:
and Orpha Edna, who is unmarried and lives with
her mother.

John

A. Bubt.

An

old

and honored resident of

He had

Montgomery County was the late John A. Burt, who
came to that section of Kansas in the early days
and who died at Tyro November 26, 1905.
Mrs.

in later

Burt and some of her children are

seen active service in the War of 1812, and
years he became an active abolitionist and
was one of the conductors on the underground railroad in Illinois during the years prior to the Civil
war.
He was very active in aiding the government against Mormonism when that sect invaded

vicinity of Tyro.
Born at Fort

.Tohn

living in the

Wayne, Indiana. October 24, 1845,
Burt was a son of Silas Burt, who was
Indiana in 1818 and represented a very early

A.

born in

still

KANSAS AND KANSANS
He was a
family in the settlement of that state.
John A.
1850.
farmer, and died at Fort Wayne in
educaBurt, after growing up and receiving his early
tion at Fort Wayne, adopted a career as a farmer and
his family to
blacksmith, but in March, 1881, moved
Southern Kansas and located on a farm three miles
There he lived
east and one mile south of Tyro.
out his active and useful career until September,
farm and during the
1904, when he retired from the
the
remaining months of his life was employed by
Tyro Supply Company.
Mr. Burt, though a very voung man at the time,
was drafted in 1864 from Fort Wayne for service in
the Thirty-third Indiana Regiment of Volunteer Inuntil
fantry, and was in the ranks of the Union army
the close of the war. He afterwards became a member of the Grand Army Post at Coffeyville. Politicaffiliated with the
ally he was a democrat, and was
Lodge of Odd Fellows at Tyro and the encampment
at Coffeyville.

1865, John A. Burt was married at
Mrs. Burt
Charity E. Cartwright.
was born at Pickaway, Ohio, where she received her
moved to
early education, and lier parents afterwards
Fort Wayne, Indiana, where she was married. Mrs.
Burt is an active member of the United Brethren
Church, belongs to the Eebekahs, to the Woman's
She is a
Relief Corps and the Royal Neighbors.
woman much beloved not only in her home but in
her wide circle of fr'ends and acquaintances.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Burt have the folin a
lowing brief record: John, who was employed
mill at Dodge City, Kansas, and was burned to
death there April 13, 1914; Mary, who married
Hiram Rayl, who now resides in Oregon, and she
died in 1894 on the'r farm three miles west of Tyro;
Valanc'a, who married Wilbur Burt, and resides seven
miles north of Coffeyville on a farm; Mattie, who
died in 1905 near Tyro, the wife of Ephraim Messersmith, who has a farm four miles east of Tvro; Viola,
wife of Wilbam Norton, an oil worker, their home
being two miles east and one mile south of Tyro;
Hettie, vrife of Henry Tuggle, they occupying the old
home farm three miles east and one mile south of
Tyro; Will-'e, who died in infancy; and Susie, who
died September 14, 1910, at Tyro, the wife of John
Patehen, who lives at Tyro, and is an oil pumper.
Mrs. Burt 's ancestors were Germans who settled in
colonial days in old Virginia. Her grandfather, James

On

Fort

April

3,

Wayne

to

Cartwright, was born in Virginia in 1793, was a
farmer and died in Pickaway, Ohio, about 185.1. Her
father, .James Cartwright. was born in Virginia in
1823, and died at Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 1904.
When he was eighteen years of age he moved to Pickaway, Ohio, and followed the occupation of farming
.and br'ck manufacture.
He was a democrat. James
Cartwr'ght married Elizabeth Schivell, who was born
in IS-IS in Pickaway, Ohio, and died at Fort Wayne
in 1910.
Of their large family of children Mrs. Burt
was the oldest. A brief record of the others is as
follows:
John, deceased; Armeda, deceased; William, a farmer at Granola, Oklahoma; Minerva, deceased
James, who is employed in a brickyard at
Fort Wayne, Indiana; Matt'e, who lives at Fort
Wayne, widow of Leonard Gaskell, who is employed
on city construction work; Emma, wife of Lima
Kaler, who is on city construction work at Fort
Wayne; Samuel, connected with the brickyard at
Fort Wayne; Robert and Thomas, both of whom died
in childhood
and Ada, deceased.
Vol. rv— IS
:

;
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Robert

Ping.
Kansas is not only
rich lands, its crops of wheat and
for
but
also
its
untold wealth of resources
alfalfa,
under C'omid. and tliough these resources are comparalittle
known
even
to many of the Sunflower
tively
people, Southwestern Kansas is pre-eminently a mineral section.
One of the centers of the production
of lead and zinc ores is Galena in Cherokee County,
Kansas.
Galena is one mile from the Missouri
state line and ten miles to the Oklahoma state line.
In the year of 1916 a strip of country thirty-five
miles long and fifteen miles wide, running through a
])ortion of M-ssouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, produced
$34,961,993 worth of zinc and lead ores.
One of the oldest operators there, though by no
means an old man, is Stephen Robert Ping. He has
been idctified with the mining and. industrial interests of Southeastern Kansas for nearly thirty years.
When he left school he was a^ poor boy and went to
work in the mines for wages. In a short time he
had advanced to that degree of skill and business
For a
abil'ty where he was operating for himself.
number of years he was ore buyer for the following
smelting concerns: Cherokee Lanyon Smelting Company, American Sheet Steel Company, and the Girard Smelting Company.
Perhaps one of his chief
contributions to the mining history of Galena has
been through the Portia Mining Company, whose
scene of operation is right in the Town of Galena.
Recently this p-onerty was sold to Kentucky people.
Mr. Ping put down fifteen drill holes on this land
and in six mo''ths sold the property and made
For many years Mr. Ping has done
$50,000 clear.
his own mining.
He discovered and developed what
was known as the Crowe and Ping property on the
Southside land at Galena, his associate being the late
J. R. Crowe, a well known coal operator of Kansas
Besides these properties he organized and
City.
operated the M'zpah Mining Company and the Ping
Investment Company, which were famous mines.
AltOCTether he has built and operated fifteen mining
pro^ert'es in this lead and zinc country.
Mr. Ping is of Colonial American ancestry.
His
forefatber was an Englishman who went to Scotland, marr'ed a Scotch woman and later emigrated to

famous for

its

'

America and settled in Kentucky. Stephen Robert
Ping was born in Pulaski County, Kentucky, December 25, 1872.
His father, Benjamin Franklin
Ping, was born in the same county in 1841. was
reared and married there, and spent most of his
active career as a farmer.
In 1878 he moved from
there to Barry County, Missouri, and in 1888 came
to Galena, Kansas, where he was identified with minIn 1901 he went back to Barry
ing operations.
County, Missouri, but in 1906 again took up his
res'dence at Galena and soon afterwards retired
from active bus-ness. He died in Galena in 1915.
He was a democrat in politics. His first wife, who
was born in Kentucky, died in Barry County, ^klissouri soon after coming out here from Kentucky.
Their other children are: Mary, wife of Ed. Hauser,
a mine o- e-ator who lives in Spring Grove, a port'on of Ga'ena
Green Ping, a stationary engineer,
lives at Galena; Nannie, wife of 6. W. Grant, a
;

merchant, lives at Galena.
Stephen Robert Ping spent his youth in Barry
County, Missouri, and Galena, Cherokee County. KanIn the-e loeal'ties he received his education
sas.
from the publ'c schools.
While he has been very
prosperous in bus-ness he has also identified himself
with everything that concerns the welfare of his
home city of Galena and has done much to build it
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up, and

is

an active worker

in the

He was

Community

Club.

was reared

there.
In 1851 he engaged in freighting
across the jilains to California and followed freighting and mining until 1867, when he went into the
lumlR>r business at Cromwell, Iowa, conducting a lumber yard at that point until 1876. For a few years
afterward he was in a grain business at Lenox, Iowa,
and then moved to Barton Ogunty, Missouri, and
followed farming there until 1892 when he came to
Kansas. For five years he was engaged in a grocery
business at Fort Scott and then settled in Arkansas,

a director in the Galena State Bank until
the bank was sold.
Besides his fine residence at
607 Washington Avenue he owns $20,000 worth of
fine business property in the city and a fine piece of
mineral land close to the city.
In matters of politics Mr. Ping is a democrat.
He has spent four years in the city council of Galena,
is one of the trustees of the Presbyterian Church, is
affiliated with Galena Lodge, No. 194, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons, Baxter Chapter, No. 78, Royal

where he

Arch Masons, Galena Commandery, No.

He

46,

Knights

Templar, Fort Scott Consi.story, No. 6, of the ScotRite, and. was formerly a member of Abdallah
Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Leavenworth, having
demitted to Mirzah Temjile at Pittsburg, Kansas.
He is also a life member of Galena Lodge No. C77,
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
In 1895
Mr. Ping married Miss Lula Vansyclc of Galena.
tish

They became the parents of three children: Mispah
a graduate with the Degree Bachelor of Arts from
Christian College, Columbia, Missouri, and lives at
home with her parents; the two younger children,
Lucile and Portia, both died in childhood, Portia at
the age of four and Lucile at the age of four years
and six mouths.
is

HoMEK
business

Clajje

Lemon.

enterprises

Nuttman-Lemon

of

Among

Pittsburg,

Lumber

the prosperous
Kansas, is the

the organizer
Clare Lemon, a
man of large experience in the lumber industry, and
a man of great energy, public spirit and civic zeal.
Mr. Lemon was born October 17, 1869, at Cromwell,
His parents were William Vance and Susan
Iowa.
(Carter) Lemon.
The Lemon ancestry is traced to the north of
Ireland.
Five brothers of the name came to the
American colonies and all served in the Revolutionary war from Pennsylvania. One of these patriots
was John Lemon, the great-grandfather of Homer
C. Lemon, of Pittsburg, Kansas, and tlie father of

and president of which

Company,

is

Homer

John McClannahan Lemon, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1791. He came by way of Kentucky, in

pioneer days, to La Porte, Indiana, in which neighborhood he built the old Lemon toll bridge which
still spans the stream and preserves his name.
He
was appointed toUkeeper and while he followed farming as an occupation, he served in important public
offices, for four years was receiver in the Indiana
Land office and was frequently honored by the democratic party. He had served in the War of 1812. His
wife, Jean (McConnell) Lemon, was born in Kentucky in 1789, the first white child born in Woodford
She died in the old home at tlie Lemon
County.
Toll Bridge, in 1875, having survived her husband
for ten years.
They had the following children
James, who died on his farm in California; John,
who died in 1911, in Sacramento County, California,
had been county treasurer for forty years; Mary,
who died in Livingston County, Missouri, was the
wife of Samuel Gish, also deceased; Sarah, who died
at Wa.shington, District of Columbia, was the wife
of a Mr. Barkley, who was in the service of the
Government; Jane, who died at La Porte, Indiana,
was the wife of Charles Cathcart, a farmer, now
deceased: Martha, Mrs. .\llcn, wlio died at Creston,
Iowa; Harriet and Thomas, both of whom died
:

young; and William Vance, who still survives.
William Vance Lemon was born in lS;tO, in Clark
County, Indiana, and in boyhood accompanied his
parents in their removal to La Porte, Indiana, and

is an apple-grower and general fruit farmer.
casts his vote with the democratic party.

In Union County, Iowa, William V. Lemon was
married to Susan Carter, who was born in Ohio in
184.'i but was reared in Iowa.
She died in 1904 in
Wasliington County, Arkansas. They had four children
Homer Clare William Carl, a railroad man
:

who

;

lives at Parsons,

Kansas

;

Jessie,

who

is

the wife

William H. Hesser, farmer and merchant at
Hermister, Oregon; and J-ohn McConuell, who is in
the lumber business at Dearing, Kansas.
of

Homer

C.

Lemon attended

the

common

schools in

Barton County, Missouri, and in 1887 was graduated
from the Lamar High School, and during the three
He began work
succeeding winters taught school.
in a lumber yard at Minden, Missouri, where he continued for two years. In 1894 he came to Pittsburg,
Kansas, and organized the Sandford Robinson Lumber Company, of which he was vice president and
manager and also had an interest in the same for
fourteen j-ears.
This interest he finally sold and
then went to Dearing, Kansas, where he organized
the H. C. Lemon Lumber Company and remained
In lOl,"!
president of that concern for four years.
Mr. Lemon returned to Pittsburg and organized the
Nuttman-Lemon Lumber Comjiany. It is well founded
financially and does a business in heavy timber over a
radius of twenty-five miles and the local trade is very

The plant is well situated for transportation
on North Broadway and the San FranOf this company Mr. Lemon is presicisco tracks.
dent, S. G. Moore is vice president and A. M. Lemon
is secretary and treasurer.
The company has fine
heavy.

facilities

trade

connections,

belonging

to

the

Southwestern

Lumbermen's Association, which covers four states:
Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and Arkansas. For one
term Mr. Lemon was on the directing board of this
organization.
in 1894, Mr. Lemon
L. Moore.
Her mother

At Lamar, Missouri,
ried to Miss

Anna

was marwas then

deceased, and her father, John Moore, a farmer, died
afterward at Pittsburg. They have four sons: James
M., who was born at Pittsburg, March 7, 1895, after
graduating from the Coffeyville High School, spent
one year in the State Manual Training School at
Pittsburg and is now with the Nuttman-Lemon Lumber Company, and married Miss Grace Crawford, of
Pittsburg; John W., who was born at Pittsburg in
1898, was graduated from the high school at Pittsburg in 1916; Robert E., who w.as born at Pittsburg
in 1900, is a senior in the high school; and Walter
v., who was born in 1903, is a member of the
freshman class in the high school, all representatives
of wholesome .\mericanism.
In politics Mr. Lemon is a staunch democrat. He
served one term as a member of the city council and
His adminin 190.3 was elected mayor of Pittsburg.
istration was marked in its business management
and for the bringing about of many ci\-ic improve-

His business vigor and acumen make him
ments.
a valuable member of the Chamber of Commerce.
Fraternally he is identified with Pittsburg Lodge No.
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and with
187, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
His handsome
Pittsburg Lodge No. 412, Elks.
residence is situated on East Eourteenth
private

Street, Pittsburg.

Theodore Weichselbaum. It is interesting and
instructive to chronicle the worthy achievements of
so honorable and industrious a life as that of the
late Theodore Weichselbaum, for many years active
in the business affairs of Riley County, Kansas, for
a resident of Ogden.
fifty-seven of these being
Founded on a sound education, Mr. Weichselbaum 's
natural sagacity, shrewdness and great business sense
were brought into play and he accumulated a vast
fortune through entirely legitimate channels.
Theodore Weichselbaum was born June 10, 1834,
at Furth, in the Province of Bavaria, Germany, and
he died at Ogden, Riley County, Kansas, March 9,
His father, Dr. Moritz Weichselbaum, was
1914.
born also at Furth, in 1802. He was a graduate
of the University of Wurtzburg, Germany, and for
sixty-one years was an able practitioner of medicine

in his native city. He was fortunate in his choice
of wife, marrying Betty Kohn, a native of Wurtzburg. Fourteen children were born to them and she
was spared into old age, her descendants still remembering her many virtues.
Of his parents family Theodore Weichselbaum
was the second oldest child. He was given excellent
educational advantages according to the efficient
methods prevailing in every German province, and
to this fact he attributed some of the success that
attended his unusual business career. When he left
school he engaged as a clerk with a merchant at
Furth, Bavaria, serving an apprenticeship of four
years, and then engaged in business for himself,
accepting a position as traveling salesman for an
Amsterdam house, selling mirrors in Holland. He
was quite successful in that line of work in which
he continued until ambition led him to look into conditions in the United States for enterprising young
men and with the result that in June, 1856, he lauded
in the City of New York.
He remained there for
ten months and then made his way westward as far
as Kansas Cit}', Missouri, where he became a clerk
for Philip Rothehild and later purchased his employer 's stock and continued the business in his own
few months later, however, he moved the
right.
goods to Ogden, Kansas, then a promising location,
and here Mr. Weichselbaum continued actively in
business until the close of his life.
Business foresight was one of Mr. Weichselbaum 's
essential qualities. In 1869 he began to buy farms
offered for sale and eventually in this line alone
accumulated more than an ample fortune. He went
into extensive farming and became also a breeder
of shorthorn and Holstein cattle and horses of
Norman and Hambletonian pedigree.
In considering his mighty herds the line "cattle on a thousand
'

A

hills" seemed an appropriate description.

He

ably

all his interests but by no means gave all
his attention to personal affairs. He became because
of his integrity, his stability and earnest good
citizenship, a leading man in all that concerned this
section especially relating to Riley County and
Ogden, and through choice of his fellow citizens

managed

assumed the responsibilities of public
He was treasurer of Ogden Township, was
and
mayor
postmaster of Ogden for many years and
frequently
oiEce.

at the time of death was a member of the school
board. On one occasion he permitted the use of his
name as candidate on the democratic ticket for the

1895

but he was not disappointed
the great republican vote in the state carried
all before it.
He was reared in the Jewish faith
otliee of state treasurer,

when

and never departed from its tenets.
Mr. Weichselbaum was married June 10, 1862, to
Miss Fannie Blumenstein, who was born in GunsenShe came to the United States
hausen, Bavaria.
just two days prior to her marriage, her betrothal
to Mr. Weichselbaum having previously taken place.
She was an admirable woman in every relation of
life and
her surviving cliildren cherish tender
memories of her. To this marriage the following
children were born: Josephine; Samuel; Edwin, who
died at the age of forty-five years; Bettie, who died
at the age of twenty-six years; Albert and Joseph,
both of whom died in childhood; and Johanna, who
is the wife of J. J. Waxelbaum, of Macon,
Georgia.
The mother of these children died in 1896 and

some years

later

Mr. Weichselbaum married a second

who

survives him. He was identified with business and benevolent organizations and belonged
also to the Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias.
Samuel Weichselbaum, eldest son of Theodore and
Fannie (Blumenstein) Weichselbaum, was born at
Ogden, Kansas, July 24, 1866, and with the exception of brief periods spent in the line of business
at Macon, Georgia, and at Chattanooga, Tennessee,
he has always lived at his birthplace. Like his late
father he is a thorough-going business man and is
extensively engaged in farming and stockraising.
In 1908 Mr. Weichselbaum was married to Miss
Rose Ottenheimer, of Chicago, Illinois. He is a
Master Mason and belongs also to the order of Elks.

wife

Hon. Sol. A. Bardwell.

Not

so often, as in the

and re-election of Hon. Sol. A. Bardwell, has
the public choice fallen upon so able and
scholarly a
man, one so admirably qualified for high public
service.
For many years Mr. Bardwell was widely
known in the educational field, and still later in
business circles, his entire training from boyhood
leading along lines that develop mental strength and
stable
character.
Accustomed to leadership and
responsibility, he entered upon the duties of a legiselection

with intelligent vision as well as firmness of
purpose. Being a careful student, a ready speaker
and naturally aggressive, he became a strong number
from the first and aided in bringing about much
enlightened and constructive legislation.
lator

He was born

in

Atchison County, Kansas, March

6,

and is one of a family of six children born to
Milner and Mary (Washer) 'Bardwell. Milner Bardwell was born in Massachusetts and came of an old
and highly respected family of New England. His
father was a Presbyterian minister who was a mis1870,

sionary among the Indians in Mississippi prior to the
Civil war, a short time before which he had removed
to Indiana.
Milner Bardwell was then a young man
and in Indiana he was married to Miss Mary Washer,
a native of that state. In 1861 Milner Bardwell
enlisted in an Indiana regiment for service in the
Civil war, in which he was a faithful soldier for three
Sickness then overcame liim and he was
years.
sent home but never recovered sufficiently to rejoin
his regiment, from which he received au honorable
discharge. In 1868 he came to Kansas and resided
in Atchison County for five years, in 1873 removing
with his family to Riley Countv, where he pre-empted
a homestead and there carried on agricultural pursuits
until 1896 when he removed to Clay Center, Kansas,
where he resided until his death some years later.
Sol. Bardwell was reared on his father 's farm and
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1896
can

recall tlio many hardships and <lisa|ipointments
incident to tlie pioneer <lays of Riley County. As he
grew to school aji;e he attended the district school iii
the winter time, working durintj tlie summer on the
farm, and later, continued his studies in the high
school at Clifton, Kansas.
He was nineteen years old
when he first entered the educational field, as a
district school teacher and for nearly twenty years
In the meanwhile he alterfollowed the jjrofession.
nated, for a time attending school and teaching, in
this way completing the educational course he had laid
out for himself.
In 1895 he was graduated from the
Kan as State Normal School at Knijioria, Kansas.
He took a jiost-graduate course in this institution a
tew years later. He taught in the district schools of
and Clay counties was principal of the
Uiley
Leonardville schools, later i)rincii)al of the Randolph
schools both of Riley County and then went to Clay
County as principal of the New day County High
School .iu.st established. He remained in this position
for seven years, which he resigned to enter business.

—

In 19(i8 Mr. Bardwell moved to Manhattan, Kansas,
and went into the real estate and loan business in
partnership with his brother Lou Barihvell, under the
tirm n.Tmc of Bardwell & Bardwell.
The business was
This association continues
profitable from the first.
and is one of the most prosperous in this city,
handling a large amount of outside capital at times
that has resulted in fortunate investments and business
development at Manhattan.
Mr. Bardwell has always been identified with the
republican party. In 1914 he was chosen renublican
candidate for the legislature in Riley County, to which
office he was subsequently easily elected.
During his
first term he served as chairman of the committee on
education and with exceptional ability, and it has
been raid that at this session of the legislature more
extens-ve and constructive school laws were enacted

than ever before in the history of the state. In tl'e
second term he was favorably mentioned as an available candidate for speaker, but would not himself
become an active candidate.
In 1898 Mr. Bardwell was married to Miss Ed'th
Thnm-'s, a daughter of Dr. F. M. Thomas, of I.eonnrdMr. Bardwell is a member of the Fir«t
ville, Kansas.
Presbyterian Church of Manhattan and is president
of its board of trustees.
He also served four years
as president of the board of educat'on. Fraternally
he is a Mister Mason and beloncs also to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
He is dicnified
in h's manner but frank and affable and his circle of
personal friends and well wishers is wide.
Sf.ba Clarence Westcott.
With a record of
twentv-six years of continuous practice at Galena,
Mr. We'-tcott is secure in those honors and successes
that come to the lawyer of ability and character,
and is one of the best known men of Cherokee
He has served in the Legislature and conCounty.
scientious care and business integrity have marked
evp'v. relationship of his career.
His people were among the pioneer settlers of
Sonthoaotern Kansas. His father, William H. WestHe
cott moved to Baxter Springs. Kansas, in 1869.
died at Baxter Springs in 1872.
By occupation he
was a farmer, and in politics was a democrat. William H. Westcoft was born in In^hnm County, Michigan in 1840 and his wife Mary Wright was also a
n.nt've of that state and died in Ingham County in
March. 1867, a few days after the birth of her
The latter
younger son, Seba Clarence We=tcott.
was born in Ingham County March .S, 1867. His

is Charles W. Westcott, who was born
1864 and is an ore buyer and has been connected
with the Pitcher firm at Joplin, Missouri, since

older brother
in

1889.

The Westcott family originated
came to America in colonial days,

in

England and

settling

in

New

York.

Charles Westcott, grandfather of the Galena
lawyer, was born in 1810 and was an early settler
in Southern Michigan.
He was a merchant tailor,
lie died at Lansing,
William
Michigan, in 1887.
H. Westcott ran away from home twice to enlist
in the Union army, and
finally succeeded in his plan,
going out in 1864 with a Michigan regiment and
serving a year and a half.
Mr. S. C. Westcott attended the public schools of
Baxter Springs, Kansas, graduating in high school
in 1885.
Later he entered the law department of
the University of Kansas, where he
completed the
course and w'as given the degree LL. B. in 1890.
After a brief experience in Carthage, Missouri, he
moved to Galena in 1890, and has since been connected with some of the important civil cases tried
in the local courts.
His offices are at the corner of

Fourth and Main

streets.

He was twice elected to the State Legislature on
the republican ticket, serving
during the sessions of
1907 and 1909.
During his first term he was
chairman of the Local judiciary Committee.
Mr.
Westcott is a member of the Cherokee County Bar
Association, of Lodge No. 677 Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. Lodge No. 266 Fraternal Order of
Eagles, and the Galena Community Club.
In 1893 in Emerson, Iowa, he married Miss Lizzie
Sutton, daughter of G. B. and Elizabeth Sutton, both
now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Westcott are the
parents of two children: Ralph, born September 22,
1896, is a graduate of the Galena High School and
is now a sophomore in the Manhattan
Agricultural
College; Frances, born October 1, 1899, is a senior
in the Galena High School.
David Francis Craw. Independence is the home
of one of the most widely experienced and prominent
contractors and producers in the oil and gas fields
of the Southwest.
Mr. CYaig was born in Pennsylvania, got his first experience in the oil industry
there, and has followed the progress of oil and gas
develoimient in all the important fields of the United
States.
A man of great foresight and judgment, and
of equally remarkable energy, Mr. CIraig has accumulated business interc'^ts in various sections of the
country, but for a number of years has had his home
and business headquarters at Independence.
He was born in Mercer County, Pennsylvania,
His people were originally
February 25, 1861.
Scotch, and his grandfather located in Western Pennsylvania in Mercer County at a very early date and
spent his life there as a farmer.
.Tacob T. Craig, father of D. F. Craig, was bom
in Mercer County in 1829, and was one of the
prominent farmer citizens of that rugged district of
Western Pennsylvania. He acquired two of the old
farms of Mercer County, the McElree and the old
Irwin homestead, and at his death on March 4, 1911,
left an estate of 200 acres.
He w.as a democrat,
active in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and a
citizen of the highest standing.
.Jacob P. Craig
married Hannah Irwin, who wa.s born in Mercer
County in .lune, 1829. She was a first cousin of the
late President McKinley.
Her death occurred at
Grove City, Pennsylvania", in April, 1916. There were
five children in the family:
Sadie is the wife of
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A. J. Wilson, an oil producer, residing at Hanford,
Ualifornia; tlie second in age is David F. Craig;
M. I. Craig is a carpenter and builder in Mercer
still on the old
County, Pennsylvania; Charles B. is
home farm; Homer G. has risen to a place of large
oil industry, and has his home
responsibilities in the
near Vera Cruz, Mexico, where he has charge of the
oU interests of the Pearson Company. Homer graduated from the Grove City College of I'ennsylvania
in the classical course and at the head of his class.
During the revolutionary troubles in Mexico in 1914
the company gave him a vacation of five months, when
the trouble was at its height, and allowed him a
salary of $500 for each month.
David F. Craig spent the tirst eighteen years of his
life on his father's farm in Western Pennsylvania.
He attended the public schools of Mercer County,
and on starting out for himself went to the oil fields
of Bradford, Pennsylvania. Since then the oil fields
of many states have attracted his services and presence, and from Pennsylvania he went to AUentown,
New York, then to Maxburg, Ohio, following which
he returned to the New York fields, afterwards was
in Butler County, Pennsylvania, and at Lima, Ohio,
and in West Virginia became an independent oil
contractor and producer. He operated in the Findlay
fields of Ohio and in later years has drilled oil wells
all through Colorado, Wyoming and New Mexico.
From Boulder, Colorado, he came to Independence in
1908 and from this city as his headquarters has
carried on his contracting and producing activities.
As a contractor he put down all the water weUs
for the Santa Fe Railway Company between Texico
and Ricardo, New Mexico. For many years he has
been an oil producer on his own account.
Only
recently he sold most of his producing holdings,
though he still owns a considerable acreage in
Oklahoma and Kansas. At Sweetwater, Texas, he
has some lands and also two business blocks and 220
acres of farm land. He is interested in a 3,.500 acre
proposition with nine producing gas wells at Mexia,
Texas, and owns an interest in the old homestead
back in Pennsylvania. Mr. Craig is president of the
Southern Oil and Gas Company.
His home is at 201 South Sixth Street, IiulependHe is a democrat, and a member of Lodge
ence.
No. 780, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at

His favorite diversion is hunting.
Independence.
He has hunted in California, Old Mexico, New Mexico, Wyoming, Oregon, Southern Texas, and Northern
Michigan, and few men in the country know so much
about the big game preserves as Mr. Craig.
In 1890 at Mount Morris, Greene County, PennsylMrs.
vania, he married Miss Stella Victoria South.
Craig was born at Mount Morris and was educated
there, and prior to her marriage assisted her father
Her father, Jacob
in the latter 's dry goods store.
South, who was born in Greene County, Pennsylvania,
in July, 1840, and died at Mount Morris in May,
1910, was a school teacher from the age of sixteen to
twenty-one, and afterwards was in business as a dry
goods merchant. Mr. and Mrs. Craig have one son,
He is now making a record for
Halleck Irwin.
himself as a student and athlete in the University of
Kansas. He graduated from the Montgomery County
High School at Independence in 191;!, with a diploma
entitling him to entrance at college without examination.
He is now a member of the .iunior class of
In 1915 he was the
the Kansas State University.
star pitcher on the university baseball nine and made
the remarkable record of winning every game pitched.
It was through his excellent work that the university

won

the

1897

Missouri

Valley

Championship that year.
football team and is a

He has also played on the
member of the Phi Gamma
He is pursuing a law course
Marion'

J.

in the university.

To that class of representawho work with the full measure of

Simmon.s.

citizens

tive

Delta college fraternity.

success, but also unpromote public prosperity,
belongs Marion J. Simmons, of Elk City, president
of the Citizens State Bank, leading agriculturist,
public-spirited citizen and an ordained minister of
the United Brethren Church.
He has through his
abilities 'and industry
accunmlated a competency
in his individual enterprises, but has always felt it
his bounden duty to aid his community and his fellow men, and thus, while holding a position of prestige in the business and financial world, also has a
firm place in the esteem and confidence of those
among whom he has lived and labored.
Mr. Simmons was born near Bedford, Taylor
County, Iowa, February 22, 1860, and is a son of
William and Susan (Wininger) Simmons, and a member of a family of French origin whij'h was founded

manly strength for individual
selfishly

in

the

endeavor

colony

of

to

Virginia prior to

the

revolution.

His grandfather, John Simmons, was a pioneer to
Indiana, where he passed his life in farming, and
died in DuBois County before the birth of Marion
None of the grandfather 's children surJ. Simmons.
William Simmons was born in DuBois County,
vive.
Indiana, in 1826, and was there reared on a farm
and educated in the public schools. Some time after
his marriage he went to Iowa and located on a farm
in Taylor County, where he resided until 1869, on
September loth of which year he settled on a Government claim of 160 acres on Card Creek, five miles
This was before the Governsoutheast of Elk City.
ment survey was completed and when the Indians
Mr. Simmons proved up
were still in the country.
his claim, developed a good farm, and increased it
to 280 acres, which he owned at the time of his
death, with the exception of one acre, which he
donated to the Simmons schoolhouse, now known as
His death occurred at
the Card Creek schoolhouse.
Elk City, in 1900. Mr. Simmons was an industrious
and energetic man and a good citizen. He was an
independent democrat in political inclination and
never aspired to office, and was an active member
His doors were
of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
always open for public worship in those pioneer days
when there were no church houses. The Methodist
and the Quakers both held their regular preaching
services in his home, and in the winter of '70 both
of the above named denominations held their revival
meetings there and the results of which were twenty
conversions. Mr. Simmons married Miss Susan Wininger, who was born in 1824, in Tennessee, near Cumberland Gap, and died on the farm in Montgomery
County. Kansas, in 1889. They were the parents of
the following children: Mary, who was nmrried in
Iowa to Thomas Frcel, a veteran of the Ci\il war and
a farmer, came to Elk City in 1875, where Mr. Freel
died, and where Mrs. Freel still resides; J. A., who
was engaged in farming for a number of years but
later turned his attention to the undertaking business, and is now a retired resident of Y'am Hill,
Oregon; Marjorie, who died in childhood; Rebecca
Ellen, deceased, who married G. W. ('arr, a farmer
and veteran of the Civil war, who also died in OreGeorge K., who was a farmer and stockman
gon
until his death in Oklahoma; Louisa, who was married
at Elk Citv to William Wallace, a veteran of the
;
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1898
Civil

war,

who died on his farm
widow still

City, in which city his

located near Elk
resides:

Leonard,

died near Elk City at the
age of twenty-six years; William R., who first was
engaged in farming near Elk City, but for the past
eighteen years has been carrying on agricultural
Pottawatomie County. Oklahoma;
operations" in
Marion J., of this notice: Rachel, who married J. C.
McCarter and with her husband owns the old homestead formerly belonging to William Simmons; and
Dennis P., who died on his farm near Elk City in

who was a farmer and

1896.

Marion J. Simmons secured his early education
under difficulties, being compelled to follow" a furrow
two miles over the prairie to attend a subscription
school, although later he went to the district school
From boyhood until he was
in Montgomery County.
twenty-one years of age he took care of the stock
on his father's farm, and upon reaching man's estate
embarked in the stock business on his own account,

He has been successful
following that until 191.5.
as a farmer and is now the owner of two fine properties of 160 acres each, one located five miles soutli of
Elk City and the other one mile nearer. In addition
to these, he owns his handsome residence on Main
In 1890 he was ordained a minister of the
Street.
United Brethren Church, and has preached locally
ever since, as well as having ridden the circuit to

A democrat in politics,
preach on many occasions.
he served as township trustee three terms, and without his knowledge was nominated for the offices of

probate judge and county treasurer by his friends.
Although this is a strong republican district, he
made it decidedly interesting for his opponents and
in both campaigns cut down the normal republican
majority by a laree number of votes. Mr. Simmons
is a member of William Penn Lodge No. 78, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of Elk City.
In the early part of 191.5, when the Citizens State

of Elk City was organized, Mr. Simmons became
a stockholder in that institution, and in December
of that year was elected its president, a position which
he has retained to the present, the other officers being
and E. E. Lugenbeal.
J. W. Brown, vice president
Under yU. Simmons'
cashier, both of Elk City.
direction the bank has prospered and his well known
reliability has served not only to gain the confidence
of the people in its substantiality, but to give it an
excellent reputation in banking circles of Montgomery County. Tlie banking house is situated on Montgomery Street, and the institution has a capital of
Mr. Simmons is a
$1.5,000 and a surplus of .$1,500.
leader in all public-spirited movements launched in
Elk City and a promoter of any enterprise that
promises to be of benefit to the city or its people.
On August 2."!. 1881, in .Montgomery County, Mr.
Simmons was married to Miss Anna B. Davidson,
daughter of Asher and Deborah (Curlis) Davidson,
farming people of this county who are both now deMr. and Mrs. Simmons have no children of
ceased.
their own. but have reared two boys: Charles W.
Simmons is eng.iged in farming near Elk City and
Marion C. Simmons lives on the old home farm, and
is overseer of an oil lease and also engaged in the
These are energetic young men of
stock business.
a high moral standing, and they are sons of Mr.
Simmons' brother, the late Dennis P. Simmons.

Bank

;

L.KRDXER, M. D.,

one of the leading
Scott, has been a
and represents a
prominent family of Bourbon County. His parents
were highly respected people and reared a family of
.Tons"

C.

is

yihysicians and surgeons of Fort
resident of Kansas since 1879.

Doctor Lardner's brother Hubert
educated men.
is a prominent member of the Fort Scott bar and two
other brothers have also become well known in Kansas.
Doctor Lardner was born in Muscatine, Iowa, April
His parents were John
1, 1869, of Irish parents.
and Mary (Butler) Lardner, both natives of County
Galway. They came to Kansas in 1879, settled on a
farm in Bourbon County, and the father followed
farming until his retirement. He died at Bronson,
Kansas, in 1903, at the age of seventy-four. The
mother passed away at Manhattan December 24, 1915,
at the age of eighty-three.
Doctor Lardner from the age of ten years lived on
a Kansas farm, acquired his higher literary training
in the Kansas Normal CoUege at Fort Scott, where
he was graduated Bachelor of Science in June, 1891.
From 1888 to 1899 he followed chiefly the vocation
of school teacher, and taught in country, village and
He then entered the Kansas Medical
city schools.
College, from which he received his degree Doctor
Since then he has been in
of Medicine in 1902.
active practice at Fort Scott.
Doctor Lardner is a democrat, but has had no
He is a member
aspirations for political service.
On September 6, 1899, at
of the Catholic Church.
Cherokee. Kansas, he married Miss Marie W. GerMrs. Lardner was born at Girard, Kansas,
main.
daughter of Henry and Amanda (Wallace) Germain.
Her father was a prominent coal operator owning
coal lands in the Pittsburg district and was also
connected with the smelters. Doctor and Mrs. Lardner have one child, John Germain Lardner, born at
Chanute, Kansas, July 23, 1908.
"

One of the highly
and leading business men of
owner
Riley, Kansas, is William Sherman Timmons,
of a lumber yard and dealing also in coal and grain.
He belongs to old American stock, his ancestors for
of the
generations having resided in one or other
There is present in
great states of the Union.
.almost every individual, be his station in life what
it may, a latent pride of ancestry and a pleasure
in being able to trace a clear line far back in the
silence of the past. Sometimes men and women offer
fortunes to have such a record established. Not so,
however, need Mr. Timmons concern himself for he
can trace, on both paternal and maternal lines, an
honorable genealogical line that connects with the

William Sherm.\k Timmox.s.

respected

residents

country

early settlement.

's

William Sherman Timmons was born December 20,
1S66, in Saline County, Missouri. His parents were
George and Matilda (Baker) Timmons, his paternal
grandparents were S. R. and Rachel (Hanshaw)
Timmons, and his great-grandparents were Ananias
and Ellen (Roten") Timmons. The family doubtless
originated in Germany but before the Revolutionary
war had settled in Maryland and there Ananias
Timmons was born and from there in early manhood
went to Ohio and finally settled permanently on a
farm in Ross County, married Ellen Roten and they
both lived to the age of eighty years. They were
among the early settlers there and reared a creditable family, one son S. R., becoming the grandfather of William S. Timmons of Riley.
S. R. Timmons was born in Ross County, Ohio,
and passed his life there. In early manhood he
married Rachel Hanshaw, who was born in North
Carolina but was reared in Ohio, where her parents,
Martin and Sarah Hanshaw, were very early settlers
and substantial people. S. R. Timmons and wife
lived on their farm in Ross County and there he
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widow survived into extreme
They had a family of three sons and three
daughters, of" which George Timmons was the first
(lied

in 1S74 but his

old age.

born.

George Timmons was a native of Eoss County,

Ohio, born November 30^ 18.36, came to Kansas in
1878, and died at Clifton, Kansas, in 1911, beloved
and respected by all who knew him. He attended
the district schools in Eoss County and assisted his
He married Matilda
father on the home farm.
Baker, who was born in Jackson County, Ohio,
September 23, 1836. Her parents were Josiah and
Emma (Schooly) Baker, who were born, reared and
married in Jackson County, Ohio. They lived there
until 1865, when they removed to Saline County,
Missouri. Mrs. Timmons was the tirst-bom of their
The paternal grandparents of Mrs.
five children.

Timmons were Eev. Joseph and Mary (Hankins)
Baker, natives of Kentucky, and of German ancestry.
Eev. Joseph Baker was a farmer and also was a
minister of the Christian Church. He served as a
soldier during the Mexican war. Both he and wife
Soon after their marriage,
lived into old age.
George Timmons and wife, about 1865, removed from
Ohio to Missouri and settled in Saline County.
They resided near Marshall, Missouri, for thirteen
years, but in the fall of 1878 removed to Clay
County, Kansas, and settled on a farm in Mulberry
Township, four miles south of Clifton. In the course
of time Mr. Timmons acquired a large body of land,
carried on extensive operations as a farmer and
stockman and not only became one of the county's
capitalists, but a prominent man in public affairs.
In 189.5 he retired from active farm life and
established his home in Clifton, of which city he
subsequently became mayor and also served in minor
offices.
Throughout life, after it formation, he was
a member of the republican party. During the Civil
war he was a strong supporter of the Union cause,
sending a substitute, voluntarily, because a physical
disability prevented his serving as a soldier in the
ranks himself.
Although he accumulated wealth,
at death leaving an estate worth not less than
$75,000, it had been secured through honorable
methods, fairness and justice ever marking his dealings with others. He was widely known and because
of his many admirable qualities, was sincerely
He is survived by his
respected and esteemed.
widow and his nine children: Josiah, Emma E.,
Mary A., Welcome C, William Sherman, Arvina J.,
Rachel Ota, Daisy H. and Sarah M., all of whom
have domestic circles of their own.
William Sherman Timmons was reared on his
father 's farm and attended the public schools. He
continued to follow farming until 1905, when he
removed from the old homestead in Clay Countv
and came to Eiley, having purchased a luiiiber vard
here, which he has operated ever since. In addition
to dealing in lumber, Mr. Timmons operates a coal
yard and also a grain elevator, being one of the
busy men of Eiley. He is an active and loyal republican but has never sought political honors for himself.

Timmons was married to Miss Maggie
and they have four living children: Lewis,
Birdie, George and Eva.
In 1890 Mr.

Gillespie,

Harry

E. Floyd.

Prior to coming to Canev, KanHarry E. Floyd had been without" experience in the journalistic field. He was familiar with
the business of farming, had known the cattle ranches
for ten years, and for several
years had been identified
sas, in 1907,

1899

with mercantile affairs, but the
newspaper business
was one in which he had not engaged. However
since taking hold of the Caney News, Mr.
Floyd has
built it up to be one of the strong
papers circulating
in Montgomery and the surrounding
counties, and
that he has been able to do so may doubtless be
explained by the fact that he knows "his country, is
well informed along general lines, possesses inherent
talent for work of an editorial nature, and has within
him an inexhaustible stock of energy and perseverance,
these latter being very desirable and necessary qualities in the make-up of the man who would successfully conduct a public print.
Mr. Floyd was born in Chautauqua County, Kansas,
February 15, 1877, and is a son of Martin Van Buren
and Nancy (Steele) Floyd, and a descendant of
Scotch ancestors who emigrated to America during
colonial times and were pioneers in the State of
Kentucky. Martin Van Buren Floyd was born
February 22, 1847, in Bond County, Illinois, and was
there reared and married.
He was a lad of fifteen
years when he succeeded in passing the recruiting

and enlisting for service in Company C, TwentySixth Eegiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, during
the Civil war, and subsequently fought with that
command for four years. He participated in some of
the hardest fighting of the war, including the engagements of Lookout Mountain and Missionary Eidge,
and those attendant with Sherman 's March to the Sea,
and at the close of the war participated in the Grand
Eeview, at Washington, D. C. On receiving his
honorable discharge, the brave young soldier returned
to Bond County, where he took up the duties of farming, remaining there until 1870, in the spring of which
year he came to Kansas. After a short stay in
Wilson County, he found conditions not to his liking
and moved on to Chautauqua County, where he became
a pioneer homesteader, settling on 160 acres. This
he brought under the plow, and as the years passed
he added from time to time to his holdings, untn
he now is the owner of 720 acres, located iV^ miles
southwest of Sedan. He is now retired from active
pursuits, and is comfortably enjoying the rest that his
labors have brought. Mr. Floyd is one of the substantial and highly respected men of his community,
and has served in several local oflices, among them
those of justice of the peace and census enumerator.
officer

A

He

is a republican in his political opinions.
pillar
of the Baptist Church, he helped to organize the First
Baptist Church at Sedan, and has steadily and genHis only fraternal
erously supported its movements.
connection is with the Knights and Ladies of Security.

Mr. Floyd married Miss Nancy Steele, who was born
in Illinois, in 1851, and they have been the parents of
the following children
Olive, who is the wife of
Bert Casement, a .stockman and leading capitalist of
Sedan; Dicie, who is the wife of Thomas Brunger, a
prosperous agriculturist of the vicinity of Sedan:
Calvin W., who carries on operations in stock at that
place; Eobert, who is engaged in the harness and
leather goods business at Sedan; Harry E., of this
review; Albert, a general merchant at Sedan; Lee,
also of that place, who is a handler of live .stock;
Louis, twin to Lee, who is identified with the Provident Association of Topeka, Kansas, in the office of
secretary; Clara, who is the wife of Ernest Bennett,
a teacher in the Kansas State Normal School, at
Pittsburg, Kansas; Alice, twin to Clara, who for a
number of years has been a teacher in the public
schools of Chautauqua County, now filling the position
of deputy county treasurer, and residing with her
parents; and Grace, the wife of William Kinnamon,
:

1900
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of Sedan, assistant cashier of the State

Bank

of that

One of
ca|iable of taking a sheet of metal
four feet wide and ten feet long and when it comes

machines, each
these machines

jilace.

Harry E. Floyd received his education in the public
schools of Chautauqua County, Kansas, which he left
at the age of nineteen years, and from that time until
he was twenty-one years of age resided on his
father's farm. On attaining his majority, he went
into the Indian Territory and the nest five years of
his life were passed in connection with the cattle business there and in Oklalioma, where he gained much
experience and gathered together a little capital.
Heturuing to Kansas, he established himself in business at Sedan, and this he conducted with some
measure of success until 1907. In that year Mr.
Floyd came to ('aney and |iurchased the Caney News,
a paper which had been founded in 1904 by Fred C.
This is a weekly paper circulating
Trillingliam.
through Montgomery and the surrounding counties,
with a large suliscription list, including the most
representative peoj)le of this part of the state. Under
Mr. Floyd 's management, it has grown and prospered,
has improved in every way, and is on a substantial
financial basis.
It is considered an excellent advertising medium, and is freely patronized by the
merchants and professional men of Caney and the
The News is consurrounding towns and villages.
ducted under a republican policy, but endeavors to
a
fair and unbiased presentation of all the news,
give

from the machinery

is

perforated

with
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Thomas Kennedy was born in Ontario, Canada,
July 22, 1865.
Up to the time he was twenty-one
years of age he had the advantages of the pul)lic
schools of Ontario. On leaving school he learned the
trade of machinist, and it was experience and observation that finally opened the way for his enterprise and the building up of a successful industry in
Ho followed his trade in Ontario, afterKansas.
wards in Detroit, Michigan, and St. Louis, Missouri,
and arrived in Galena in 18S7.
Mr. Kennedy is a stockholder in the Galena NaBank and is owner of 1,100 acres of mineral
lands in Cherokee County. His home is on Windsor
He has at the same time not neglected
Heights.
those duties which come to the public spirited cititional

zen.
He has been a member of the city council, is
an active republican, and is affiliated with Lodge No.
677 Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the
Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Woodmen of
the World, the Sons and D;uighters of .Justice, the
Knights of Pythias, the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, being a member of these various organiza-

tions at Galena.

In 1892, the same year that he started his factory
at Galena, Mr. Kennedy married Miss Nellie ColdSix children constitute the household of Mr.
well.
and Mrs. Kennedy.
Claude is a graduate of the
(inlena Hi<?h School and is a young machinist in the
Thomas Kennedy Company. Nellie is also a graduate of the high school and assists in the office of her
father. Richard has completed his high school course
and is also eni])loyed in the business. Catherine is
a graduate of the high school, Thomas is still in
high school and Mildred, the youngest, is in the
grammar school.

;

No. 141, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Camp
No. 941. Modern Woodmen of America, Caney; Caney
Lodge No. 160, Ancient Order of United Workmen,
and the Havana Country Club.
Mr. Floyd was married in 1909, at Sedan, Kansas,
to Miss Anna Hosford, daughter of I. N. and Olive
Hosford, the former of whom was a ret'red farmer
and is now deceased, while the latter still survives
and resides at Sedan. Mr. and Mrs. Floyd have one
child:
Eugene, born August 2.3, 1910.

One of the most prominent
operators of Pittsburg, Kansas, is
Charles F. Spencer, under whose able and experienced
management a number of the leading coal companies
are being conducted. Mr. Snencer has been identified
with this line of business all his life, and few men
have a more thorough or more intimate knowledge
of the industry.
He was born in Cherokee County,
Kansas, Januarj' 14, 187.3, and is a son of J. W.
and Ambrosia (Favor) Spencer.
The branch of the Spencer family to which Mr.
Spencer belongs had its origin in England, from
which country the first American ancestor emigrated
in Colonial times to Vermont, from whence memliers of the family have .iourneycd to many other
states.
His grandfather, Daniel Spencer, was bom
in 1810, in Vermont, and went as a young man to
Illinois as a pioneer, there following farming and
stock raising until his death, which occurred at CenCharles
among the

Thom.\s Ken.vedv.
The door of opportunity is
The
everywhere orened to the man of enterprise.

Mississippi River as far as tlie Pacific Coa.st.
Mr. Kennedy created in his own mind the idea for
the mach'nes that are now at work in his plant. He
realized the need of perforated metal in various industries, and set his mind to working out the details
of a piece of machinery which would accomplish
the work economically and efficiently.
In 1892 he set his first factory in operation.
His
plant now contains a battery of four perforating

it

possible to secure all sizes of perforation and the industry supplies a demand for such
commodities all over the United States. The main
source of the business is in supplying perforated
metal sheets for screens used in the mines.
The
plant, which is located at 10.'5 North Main Street,
between the Frisco, and the Missouri, Kansas i:
Texas tracks, has floor space of 175x250 feet. About
fifteen men are employed in the plant and several of
Mr. Kennedy 's children are also active helpers in the
office and business.
It

holes.

wliether local, state or national.
Aside from his business ability in making the paper a success, Mr. Floyd,
in his editorial cajiacity, gives his readers a clean,
neatly printed and well edited sheet, with pithy and
timely comments upon things of moment and of
interest.
The offices of the plant are at No. 116
South State Street, while Mr. Floyd's residence is at
No. 417 North State Street. He' is the owner of a
numler of city lots in Caney. Mr. Floyd is a member of the Baptist Church and a contributor to its
movements. Both personally, and through the columns
of his paper, Mr. Floyd supports all movements makHe is well
ing for civic betterment and progress.
known in fraternal circles, belonginr' to Sedan Lodge
No. 136, Ancient Free and Accet^ted Masons; Jewell
Chapter, Koyal Arch Masons, of Sedan Sedan Lodge

most characteristic industry in the State of Kansas
was built up by a young machinist who came to
Galena nearly thirty years ago and somewhat later
established a factory for the manufacture of perforated metals.
The Thomas Kennedy Company of
Galena is t'-e only concern of its kind west of the

weighing twenty-five tons.

is

'
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F. Spencer.
coal
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Illinois, in 188;{.
St. Louis, Illinois,
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W. Spencer was born
in

1840,

and

in
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eulisted in the Thirteeuth Illinois Cavalry, with
which he served for three years, principally along the
border, his numerous engagements including the battle of Pea Ridge.
At the close of his military service
he returned to Illinois, but in 1866 came to Kansas
and settled in Cherokee County, where for many
He is now
years he dealt in cattle and farmed.
livin? in retirement at Columbus. He is a republican
in pol'tics and a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, in which he has held all the lay offices. Mr.
Spencer married Miss Ambrosia Favor, who was
born in 1843, in Southern Wisconsin, and died in
Cherokee County, Kansas, in 1911.
They became
the parents of two children: Cliarles F.; and Lyda,
who married Charles Akres, a manufacturer of clay
products, and resides at Akron, Ohio.
The graded schools of Clierokee County and the
high school at Columbus furnished Charles F. Scpncer
with his educational training, and after his gradution from the latter, in 1891, he at once embarked
in the coal business, in which he has been engaged
ever since. He has worked his way to a position of
prominence, and as an operator at the present time
is
president of the Columbus Coal Company, of
Columbus; the Spencer-Newlands Coal Company, of
Mulberry; and the Pittsburg and Midway Coal Mining Company, of Pittsburg. As president of the lastnamed concern he maintains offices in the Globe
Building, Pittsburg. Mr. Spencer is a republican and
a member of the Methodist Eiiisco]ial Church. Fraternally, he is affiliated with Columbus Lodge, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, and he also holds membership in the Chamber of Commerce and the Pittsburg
Country Club. Mr. Spencer owns his own residence
at No." in02 South Collea-e Street. 1,800 acres of
farming land in Crawford County, 240 acres of farming land in Cherokee County, and 200 acres in Okla-

homa.
In October, 1896, at Columbus, Kansas, Mr. Spencer
was m'rr'ed to M'ss Clara Hushes, daughter of Joseph
and Margaret (Wharey) Hushes, the former a merchant, now deceased, and the latter now residing with
her daughter and son-in-law. Mr. and Mrs. Spencer
have been the imrents of t'lree children:
Harold, a
graduate of the Pittsburs High School, class of 1916,
and now a freshman at Kansas Univers'ty, Lawrence,
where he will take up the study of mining engineering; Kenneth, a freshman at the Pittsburg High
School; and Galen, who is attending the graded
schools.

William H. Ehodes. As proprietor of the Sunrise
Stock farm, comprising 230 acres, situated near
Manhattan, in Riley County, Kansas, William H.
Rhodes occupies a prominent place among agriculturists in this part of the state, the proilucts of his
farm because of their standard merits having a v^fide
Mr. Rhodes was born in Atchison
distribution.
(bounty, Kansas, March 31. 1869, but was reared in

Marion Countv. Kansas. His parents were John M.
and Martha (Kuhn) Rhodes.
John M. Rhodes was born in Franklin County,
Pennsylvania, and died in Marion County, Kansas,
in 1914, when aged seventy-nine years. His father.
Christian Rhodes, was born in Germany and after
coming to the United States lived always in Penn.lohn M. and Martha (Kuhn') Rhodes
sylvania,
were married in Franklin County, Pennsylvania,
and came to Kansas in 1866. They located first in
Atchison County but four years later removed to
Marion County, and there Mrs. Rhodes yet lives,
being now aged eighty years. Mr. Rhodes for forty-
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four years successfully carried on farming and stockraising, a quiet, industrious man, a good neighbor
and a valued citizen. In polities he was affiliated
with the republican party. Both he and wife were
members of the Presbyterian Church. They had
four children: Christian E., who is a banker at E'.mo,
Kansas; William H.; Mary E., who is the wife of
H. H. Banker, who is a merchant at Brownsville,
Texas; and J. Frank, who is a farmer and stockraiser on the old homestead in Marion County.
William H. Rhodes was reared to be a farmer
and very early, on his father 's homestead, began to
learn the practical details that are a necessary
equipment for success in this vocation. He obtained
a common school education but on the farm he has
learned more than the books of his boyhood could
teach him, for it is a fine training school.
Mr.
Rhodes has shown its worth by developing into one
of the most accurate, careful and enterprising
farmers and stockraisers in Riley County. For
fifteen years he successfully operated a fine stock
farm in Marion County, near Tampa, which he sold
in 190S, coming then to Riley County and purchasing
his present farm situated near the Kansas State
Agricultural College and now known as the Sunrise Stock Farm. He raises exceptionally fine stock
consisting of Percheron horses, Hereford cattle and
Berkshire hogs.
In 1908 Mr. Ehodes was married to Miss Viola

Cromer, who was born in Illinois, and they have
two children: Aileen and Harlan. They are members
of the Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Rhodes is not
active in politics but votes the republican ticket and
is a dependable citizen in lending his influence, when
occasion arises, toward
forwarding enterprises
promising to advance the general welfare.

Herschel v. Bolinger.

The assistant cashier of
National Bank, Herschel V. Bolinger, f
Caney, is by inheritance and training well equipped
for his responsible position.
He comes of a family
given to valuable and practical accomplishment, particularly in the line of agricultural effort, which has
resided in this country for many generations.
Since
leaving the schoolroom Mr. Bolinger has been connected with financial institutions, and at Caney has
also been identified with railroad affairs and with
the

Home

civnc duties.

Herschel V. Bolinger was born at Shelburn, Sullivan
County, Indiana, March 19, 1884, and is a son of W.
T. and Arpy (Curry) Bolinger.
The Bolinger family
originated in Germany, from whence the founder came
to the United States at an early date in this country's
history and took up his residence in Pennsylvania,
from which state members of the family made their
way south and west. The branch to which Herschel
V. Bolinger belongs drifted to Kentucky, where, near
Maysville, Mason County, W. T. Bolinger was born
in 1851.
He was given his early education in his
native place until he was fourteen years of age, at
which time he accompanied his parents to Shelburn.
Indiana, in the vicinity of which town his father had
purchased a farm. On starting his independent
career, W. T. Bolinger adopted the vocation of farming, which he followed throughout his career, accuraulat-ng a good property in Sullivan Countv, Indiana,
before coming west in 1912 to locate at (^aney. Mr.
Bolinger has been an industrious man who has made
his efforts count and whose good management has
resulted in his becoming the owner of a satisfying
competence. In his political views he is a republican,
but has never been a politician. His religious faith
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makes him a Baptist, and fraternally he

is

an Odd

Fellow, belonging to the Encampment at Shelburn,
Indiana, and the Cancy Camp No. ;>23. Mr. Bolinger

married Miss Arpy Curry, who was born near Shelburn,
Indiana, in 1861, and they are the parents of three
Herschel V., of this notice; Floschildren, namely:
sie, who is the wife of A. D. Hunt, connected with
the Cudahy Refining Company, at Coffey ville, Kansas;
and Gladys, who is a freshman at Caney High School.
After securing his early training in the [lubjic
schools of Shelburn, Indiana, Herschel V. Bolinger
furthered his training by attending the Indiana State
Normal School at Terre Haute. Later, he took a
special course at the State Normal School, at Danville,
Indiana, which institution he left in 1904 to accejit
the position of bookkeeper with the First National
Bank of Shelburn. Later he was advanced to assistant cashier, a position which he held for three j-ears,
or until going to Copan, Oklahoma, as cashier of the
Bank of Copan, a post which he occupied for over a
Mr. Bolinger came to Caney, Kansas, in 1908,
year.
to become secretary of the Kansas & Oklahoma Railroad, an office which he still retains. In 191,') he entered the employ of the Home National Bank of Caney,
in the capacity of assistant cashier, which position he
still retains.
He also has various other interests,

among which may be enumerated

the

Panama Crude

Company, of which he is secretary. Mr. Bolinger
may be said to be somewhat of a departure from the
Oil

long accepted type of banker, having a ilegrce of
adaptability and public spirit seldom associated with
his prototype of some years ago.
He relieves the arid
and unchangeable routine of his labor with participation in business, politics and society, in all of which
he wields a sane and progressive influence. Politically
a stalwart republican, he has taken an active part in
civic affairs, and has served as a member of the city
council of Caney and in other offices.
Fraternally,
he is affiliated with Caney Lodge No. .'!24, Ancient

Free and Accepted Masons, and Caney Lodge No.
1215, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, in both
of which he is very popular. In 1910 he was united in
marriage with Miss Lutie Porter, daughter of S. M.
Porter, a sketch of whose career will be found elsewhere in this volume. To Mr. and Mrs. Bolinger there
has been born one son: Billie Porter, born June 6,
1914.

William H. Bolinger, the grandfather of Herschel
V. Bolinger, was born in Pennsylvania, in 1821, and
as a young man went to Maysrille, Kentucky, where
he became a pioneer farmer. There he made his
home and followed his vocation until 1865, when
he took his family to Shelburn, Indiana, and that
vicinity continued to be his home until his death in
1904. In politics he was at first a whig and later a
republican, and wielded some influence in his home
community. Mr. Bolinger married Miss Victori.a
Close, who was born in France, and died at Shelburn,
Indiana, and they became the parents of six children,
as follows:
John, who is engaged in farming in
Sullivan County, Indiana; ,1. Sam, who also carries
on agricultural pursuits near Shelburn; Cliarles, who
is president of the First National Bank of Shelburn
and ha.s large farming and stockraising interests;
Nettie, who is the widow of 0. All and resides at
Terre Haute, Indiana; W. T., the father of Herschel
V. Bolinger; and Fred, who resides at Shelburn,
Indiana, and is a farmer.

James Henry Boice. In 1877 the late F. S.
Boice arrived at Galena, and from that time forward
was actively engaged in the mining operations that

have always formed the basis of the prosperity of
For fully forty years the family has been
prominently represented at Galena both in the mining industry and in mercantile and other affairs, and
the work which was begun by the late F. S. Boice
has been continued along even broader lines by his
son James Henry.
This is a family whose origin was in Scotland.
From that county the father of F. S. Boice came in
the early days, became a merchant in Ohio, and died
in that state.
F. S. Boice was born in Ohio in 1838,
was reared and married there and while in that state
gained a knowledge of the furniture and undertaking business. A few years after the close of the Civil
war he determined to seek a new location in Kans,as.
His destination was Fort Scott. In the absence
of a railroad he reached that town by stage coach.
He soon afterward opened a stock of furniture, and
extended his business by handling agricultural imThen in 1877' he removed to Galena, and
plements.
was identified with the mining and business affairs
of that city until his death in 1909. He was one of
the organizers of the Citizens State Bank of Galena,
and for many years served as its director. Politically
he was a republican and was a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He married Margaret
Mahala Ross, who was born in Ohio and died at Fort
Scott in 1874. Of their four children James Henry
Boice, the youngest, and who was born at Waverly,
Ohio, April 29, 1863, is the only survivor. The oldest
child, William, died at the age of three, Annie died
when sis years old, and Libby died at the age of four.
James H. Boice spent his early years in Fort Scott
and also in Galena, and his education was acquired
in the Fort Scott public schools.
Wlien only thirteen he left school to work in the mines, and from
1877 to 1900 he was one of the active men in the
Galena mining district, at first as an employe and
afterwards as an independent operator.
Mr. Boice
had the first sludge mill on Short Creek, at the location that is now the City of Galena.
In the management of his business affairs he has been highly prospered. He was one of the originators of the Wyandotte land and still owns that tract.
He is director
that city.

and secretary of the Citizens Bank of Galena, owns
340 acres of mineral lands, in Cherokee Counfy, and
has considerable city property, including his home
at 500 Joplin Street at the corner of Fifth Street;
a dwelling at 907 Wall Street and another at 600
East Fifth Street, and also one at 205 East First
Street, and others at the corner of Twelfth Street
and Bellevue Avenue and the corner of Third Street
and Galena Avenue.
Since 1898 Mr. Boice has been one of the merchants
of Galena, and has conducted the leading furniture
store of the town.
He also owns the building in
which his store is situated at the corner of Sixth

and Main

streets.

In matters of politics he is independent.
He
served three terms without opposition as treasurer of
the school board. He is a member of the Galena Fire
Department, and fraternally is affiliated with Lodge
No. 677 Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
and has lieen chairman of its house committee for
the past seven years; with Galena Lodge No. 194,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; with Galena
Lodge No. 195, Independent Order of Odd Fellows;
Mineral Lodge No. 3, Knights of Pythias; Aerie No.
266 Fraternal Order of Eagles; Camp No. 804
Modern Woodmen of America with the Woodmen
of the World, with the Sons and Daughters of Jus;
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the Kansas Fraternal Citizens, the Degree of
Honor, and the Pythian Sisters.
In December, 1887, Mr. Boice was married at
to
Empire a locality now known as Galena Heights,
Miss Emma Garner. She is a daughter of A. J. and
Eebecca (Cole) Garner. Her father, now deceased,
was a pioneer miner and mine owner, in this section
of Kansas, and during the Civil war had served as
first lieutenant of the Second Arkansas Volunteer
Mrs. Boice 's mother is living with her
Cavalry.
daughter Mrs. Boice. They have one child, F. Garner
Boice, who was born September 20, 1892, was graduated from the Galena High School in 1909, spent two
Lawrence and
years in the University of Kansas at
This son
is now assisted with his father in business.
is a member of Galena Lodge No. 194, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons, and Baxter Springs Chapter
No. 78, Royal Arch Masons.

tice,

Mamie

J.

Tanquart, M.

D.,

of Independence

is

one of the leading woman physicians and surgeons of
She comes of a family that has supplied
Kansas.
several able members to the profession, and her
work throughout the fifteen years she has practiced
at Independence shows her capabilities are on a
plane with her own brothers and her professional
brethren throughout the state.
Doctor Tanquary, whose maiden name was Edwards, was born at Water Valley in Hickman Coimty,
Kentucky, April 29, 1870. She is of old Southern
stock, but her first ancestors in the Edwards line

came from England of Scotch-Irish lineage and were
pioneer settlers in Tennessee. Through her paternal
grandmother she is related to the noted Brigham
The grandfather Edwards was a native of
family.
Tennessee, and had a plantation worked by slaves in

that state before the war. He died in Tennessee.
W. H. Edwards, father of Doctor Tancjuary, was
born in Tennessee November 6, 1828. He spent the
first twenty-one years of his life in his native state,
and he then went with his parents to Hickman County,
Kentucky, where he married. Prior to the war he
owned a number of slaves, and conducted his planting operations by slave labor. Soon after the birth
of his daughter. Doctor Tanquary, he moved out to
Kansas, and became one of the early settlers in
Ciianute, and the homestead he took up and developed
He died at Chanute
there was sold after his death.
March 10, 1914. He was a democrat and an elder in
the Presbyterian Church and was also a member of
W. H. Edwards married
the Masonic fraternity.
Antoinette A. Alexander, who was born in Hickman
Coimty, Kentucky, in 1834, and died at Chanute May
Doctor Tanquary was the eighth in a family
7, 1913.
of nine children, and some reference should be made
to her brothers and sisters. The oldest, Maude, died
in Hickman County, Kentucky, at the age of three
years, and Flavins died there at the age of four years.
Luna died unmarried at Chanute at tlie age of fortynine.
Sallie is the wife of S. J. Paul, who is now
retired from business and lives at Hollywood, California.
Eudora married J. E. Francis, a merchant at
Carthage, Missouri. E. S. graduated from the Bennett Medical College at Chicago with the degree
M. D., and while still active in his profession is
giving much of his time to his fruit farm at Grand
J. B. Edwards, now one of the
Bay, Alabama.
leading members of the medical profession at
Chanute, and owner of the Chanute Hospital, graduated from the Louisville Medical College, afterwards
took courses in the Chicago Post-Graduate School and
the Chicago Policlinic, studied under the famous
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brothers at Rochester, Minnesota, in 1911, and
interrupts his practice every year for some special
course in some of the leading medical centers of the
country. Walter, the youngest child, died at the age
of nine years in Chanute, Kansas.

Mayo

21, 1871, when W. H. Edwards brought
family to Chanute, his daughter Mamie was not
She grew up at Chanute, attended
yet a year old.

On February

his

the public schools there, also the State Normal
School at Emporia, and her first work outside of
home was teaching. She spent one year in Neosho
County and four years at Neodasha in Wilson
County. From early years she had felt that her mission was to serve her fellow men through the profession of medicine.
After leaving the schoolroom
she entered the Kansas Medical College at Topeka,
where she spent two years, and in March, 1901,
graduated M. D. from the College of Physicians and
Surgeons at Kansas City, Kansas, a school now
affiliated with the Kansas State University.
Doctor
Tanquary is not the type of physician who rests
content with present attainments and in 1905 Bhe
spent several months in the Chicago Post-Graduate
School, specializing in diseases of women and children, and in 1911 visited the clinics of the Mayo
brothers at Rochester.
For the past four years she
has found much of her practice as a specialist in eye,
She is a member of
ear, nose and throat diseases.
the County and State and American Medical assoSince beginning practice at Independence
ciations.
on May 15, 1901, Docto'r Tanquary has had her time
and energies almost completely occupied by the increasing calls made for her services both as a physician and as a surgeon. Her offices are in the Booth
Building, and she resides at 317 North Eighth Street.
Doctor Tanquary also owns a farm of 160 acres
seven miles southeast of Independence, and operates
She is a member of the Indethat through renters.

pendence Commercial Club, and is afiiliated with
Eva Chapter No. 18 of the Order of Eastern Star
and with the Royal Neighbors. She is a member
and liberal supporter of the Methodist Church. On
May 5, 1897, at Chanute she married Earl D. Tanquary, who was born in Indiana, received his early
education at Neodesha, Kansas, and graduated M. D.
from the College of Physicians and Surgeons in
Kansas City. Doctor Tanquary has one daughter,
Blendena, who is now a sophomore in the Central
College at Lexington, Missouri.

Harry E. Coulter. One of the old and reliable
business establishments of Chanute which has enjoyed
a steadily increasing patronage ever since the time of
its inception is the Coulter Transfer and Storage
Company, in which two generations of a family have
been interested. Founded by the father, the policy
of the business under his direction was based upon
strict

honesty and honorable principles, and this same

course has been followed by the son.
The present
owner of the business is Harry E. Coulter, a man of
broad and diversified experience in business, and a
citizen who has contributed through his activities
to the material and business welfare of the city of
his adoption.

Mr. Coulter was born at Chatsworth, Livingston
County, Illinois, May 9, 1867. and is a son of W. J.
and Jane (Ririe) Coulter. He behmgs to a family
which has resided in this country from Colonial
days, when the original emigrant from Germany
W. J. Coulter was born
located in Pennsylvania.
in 1834, in Pennsylvania, and was reared in the
Keystone state, where he received a public school
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education. He was still a young man when he moved
to Ohio, and while there was married and engaged
in farming in the vicinity of Coshocton, subsequently
to farming land in Livingston County,
not far from the town of Chatsworth. While
living there, the Civil war eame on, and Mr. Coulter
answered the call of a combined spirit of adventure

removing
Illinois,

and patriotism and

enlisted in an Illinois regiment
of volunteer infantry.
With this organization lie
continued to serve during the period of the struggle,
makin? nn ex'ellent record for bravery and fidelity.
On receiving his honorable discharge he returned to
his Illinois farm and resided for a few years, and
then came as a pioneer to Chanute.
It had been
his original intention to engage in farming, but here
he recognized the opportunity for another line of
business more suitable to the country at that time,
and became a freighter from this point to Fort Scott,
Wichita and various cities and towns toward Oklahoma. Witli the coming of the railroads, his business in this direction gradually fell off, and he accordingly turned his attention to the expressing
business at Chanute, which resulted in the establishment of the Coidter Transfer and Storage Company,
with which business he was connected until his
Mr. Coulter was an energetic busideath, in 1908.
ness man. with progressive ideas and the resource
and initiative to carry them through. He was honest
in business affairs and had the confidence of those
with whom he was associated. A democrat in politics, he confined his activity fn this direction to ca.st-

ing his vote, and as a fraternalist was a member
of the Masons, the Odd Fellows and the Ancient
Order of United Workmen.
Mr. Coulter married
Miss Jane Rir'e, who was born in Pennsvlvani;i, in
18.36, and died at Chanute, November 2fi," 1894, and
they became the parents of four children, namely:
W. A., who was associated with his father in the
conduct of the transfer business until the elder man's
demise, when he took charge of the business and
conducted it unt'l his own death, in 1900: Harry F.
of this review; Clifford, who is a switchman in the
employ of the .\tchison, Tojjeka & Santa Fc Hailroad,
and re«'des at Chanute: and Frank, whose death
occurred when he was young.
Harry E. Coulter received a public school education at C-annte, to which city he had been brouclit
as a small lad, and on giving up his studies, at the
age of seventeen years, began to assist his father
and brother in handling the transfer business. Subsequently, in 1888, he became a messencrer for the
Wells F.nr<.'0 Express Company, with which he was
emnloyed unt'l 1901, when he resigned to accept an
;

position in the service of the City of Clinnnte.
He remained in the capacity of inspector until 1906,
when the death of his elder brother left the transfer
business without a directing head, and he assumed
He has continued to
the direction of its operations.
conduct the busine«s along the lines that gave it success under his father and brother, and it is now,
as before, considered one of the stable and rebable
The offices of the company
enterpr'scs of it« kind.
arc located at No. 2 West Main Street, the barns
arc at No. 116 North Lincojn .\vonue, and the warehouse is situated opposite the Santa Fc Railroad
Mr. Coulter also owns his own residence at
Depot.
oflScial

No. 11.5 North Highland Avenue.
He is highly
thought of in business circles, and is one of the
active members of the Chanute Conimcnial Club.
Mr. Coulter is fraternally affiliated with Cedar
Lodge No. 10:{, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
Chanute Chapter No. 21, Royal Arch Masons; Chanute

44, Knieht Templars; Mirza Temple,
Ancient .-Vrabic Order Noldes of the Mystic, Shrine
of Pittsburg; Chanute Lodge No. 96, Ancient Order
of United Workmen; and Security Lodge No. 110,
Knights and Ladies of Security. He is a democrat
in politics and takes a good citizen 's interest in pubMr. Coulter has a half-brother and a
lic affairs.
lialf-sister by his father's first marriage.
They arc
.lohn E., who died at Port Huron, Michigan, as

Commandcry No.

general secretary of the Young Men 's Christian
and Mary Jane, who is the wife of
Association
W. B. Parsons, yardmaster for the Atchison, Topeka
& Santa Fe Railroad at Cherryvale, Kansas.
Mr. Coulter was married at Chanute, in 1902, to
Miss Millie Slack, daughter of Enoch and Kate
(Dyke) Slack, the former of whom was in the employ
of the Santa Fo Railroad and is Jiow deceased, and
the latter of whom resides with Mr. and Mrs. Coulter.
To this union there have been born throe children,
namely: Frances V., born July 7, 190:5; Ruth, born
;

June

19, 1908;

and Harry

E.,

born March

11, 1913.

a residence in and a
for a long period of years
Mr. llebr.-ink has many and varied experiences, but
it was through the resources of Kansas that he found
the medium for the achieving of his maximum
and
success, and he is now one of the prominent
influential figures in the development of the oil
industry in this state, with residence and business
head(|uartcrs at Indejicndence, Montgomery County.

John Hebr.\nk.

During

familiarity with the

West

Mr. llebrank was born in the Kingdom of Wur1848,
teniburg, Germany, on the 19th of September,
and in that same section of the great German Empire
His father.
his parents were born and reared.
Charles Hebrank, was born in the year 1818, and
the mother, whose maiden name was Catherine Sigc
was born in 18:i2, the closing years of her life
nor,

having been passed at Parkcrsburg, West Virginia,
where she died in 1899, her husband there continuing
his residence until he too passed to the life eternal,
in 1902. at the venerable age of eighty-five years.
(Charles Hebrank and his family came to America
in 1842, when their son John, subject of this review,
was somewhat less than six years of age, and he

engaged in farming near Wellsburg, Brooke County.
West Virginia, where he remained until 1869, when
he removed to Parkcrsburg, that state, and estab
lished a brewery, to the management of which he
a
gave his attention for many years. He became
stanch
l)arty

sup))orter

of the

and both he and

cause of the democratic

his

wife w-ere lifelong and

earnest coniniunicants of the Catholic Church, in
the faith of which they reared their four children,
iiamelv: Lewis, who was engaged in the brewery
business at Parkcrsburg, West Virginia, at the time
of his death; Helena, who became the wife of August
Schafer an.l who likewise die.i at Parkcrsburg:
of
.lohn, of this sketch, who is the only survivor
the immediate family; and George, who was a jeweler by trade and vocation and who continued his
residence at Parkcrsburg until his death.
John Hebrank. continued to attend the public
schools of Parkcrsburg until he was about eighteen
in his
years of age and thereafter he was employed
father's brewery until 1869, when, about the time
of attaining to his legal majority, he indulged his
vouthful spirit of adventure by making his way to
California, where for a short period he was employed
in a brewery, his next move being to go to Nevada,
where he foiind similar employment in the important
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After there remaineastward and
ing three years he again made his way
in 1872 he became a resident of Independence,
Kansas, where he purchased a brewery, to the operation of which he gave his attention until 1880,
when he engaged in the raising of live stock, princiWith this
pally cattle, in the Cherokee country.
line" of enterprise he was successfully concerned for
a period of four years, and he then became one of
the pioneer operators in the oil fields of southeastern
He continued his activities during the
Kansas.
years that have lieen marked by such wonderful
progress in this industry in Kansas and he is today
one of the influential oil-producers of Montgomery
County, where he has seventeen excellent producing
His association with this line of enterprise
wells.
lias brought to him decided success and he is one
of the substantial capitalists of the county in which
He owns valuable
lie is an honored pioneer citizen.
real-estate in
Independence, including his own
attractive residence, at 214 North Second Street.
Among his holdings are twelve other improved residential properties, two business blocks, a farm of
240 acres in Montgomery County, and another, of
160 acres, in Labette County. He is a stockholder
in the First National Bank of Independence and
He was
also in the Independence State Bank.
engaged in the ice business at Independence for
seventeen successive years, and then he sold to the
Mr. Hebrank has
Cole Trumans Ice Company.
shown himslf to be a loyal and liberal citizen and
has done much to advance the material and civic
prosperity of his home city. His political sunport
is given to the democratic party, and he is affiliated
with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
th» Independent Ordf^r of Odd Fellows and the
Woodmen of the World, his religious faith being that
of the Catholic Church.
In 187.3, at Independence, was solemnized the
marriage of Mr. Hebrank to Miss Merron Dewey,
daughter of the late Dr. Thomas Dewey, a representative pioneer and able physician and surgeon of
this pai-t of the state.
Mr. and Mrs. Hebrank have
five children: Charles is en"^aged in the automobile
business at Oakland, California; Dale, who still
residrs at Independence, is asfoeiated with the
Prairie Oil & Gas C'onipany; Sadie E remains at
the parental home; Eli-'abeth is the wife of Charles

mining town of Viiginia City.

Rowen, a miller at Independence; and Daisy
mains with her parents.

William

E. Kippetoe.

When

re-

the veternns of the

lumber business in Kansas are men'-ioned, there is a
place for W'lliam E. Kippetoe, who now h.is two ynrds,
one of them at Havana, where he resides. Thirty
years of active experience con'titute his record, <nnd
furthermore he is one of f'e old-timers of Kansns, his
family having been transplanted to th's state when

Kansas was still a front'er terr'tnrv and n b.nttleground of content-on between the North and South.
There has been something of the pioneer spirit
apparently in every penerntion. One of his ancestors
was tan'shed from France along with many other
Huguenots who did not receive even wnr^e treatment
dur'ng the era of persecution. Then after the family
had been transferred to American soil there was
another representative. Will'am Rippetoe, great-grandfather of the lumberman a'^ove mentioned, who did
loyal duty as a member of Washington 's staff r.uring
the Revolution.

John Rippetoe, the erandfather, was born
in that part of old Virginia

in 1790
which subsequently by

1905

division became the State of West
As a
Virginia.
young man he journeyed down the Ohio and found a
satisfying place to live and .work out his destiny in
Kentucky, where he became a farmer, and died in
Russell County in 1863.
From Kentucky .lohn Ripi)etoe, Jr., who was born in
Russell County in 1829, moved into northwest
Missouri,
and while living in De Kalb County married
Teckly
Coffey, who had been born in Rus<!ell County, KenThese worthy people were living on
tucky, in 1833.
one of the early farms in De Kalb
County when their
son William E. Rippetoe was born on January 4
^

'

185.'5.

Then

in the course of the

same year, soon after the
Kansas-Nebraska Act went thrcugh Congress,

original
the father started for Kansas,
selecting a place for

Ijomesteading in Jackson County. He was one of the
permanent settlers in that part of the state, and
thenceforward employed himself in the activities of
farming and stock-raising. He did his part in
redeeming Kansas, not only by cultivating some of
its virgin soil but also in
fighting for its freedom a
few years later when' the war came on. For five
months he was with the Seventeenth Kansas
Infantry,
and was stationed at Paola during Price's raid. He
served as township trustee, as county
commissioner,
and was elected county clerk, but declined to
qualify.
He was devoted to his cliurch, the Methodist, wh'ch
he served many years as steward and trustee. Politically he was a republican, and a member of the Ma-

first

sonic order.

His death occurred at Hoyt in Jackson County in
1903, and his wife passed away at Meriden in" the
same county in 1902. Their first child was W'lliam
E., and the others were as follows:
Willis W., a

farmer in Jackfon County; Sarah Elizabeth, wife of
Orlando Sechrist, a farmer at Meriden; Jacob James,
a druggist at Spokane, Washington: J. L., a resident
of Alma and now county treasurer of Wabaunsee
County; H. R., an employee of the Santa Fe belt lines,
formerly a res'dent of Kansas City, Missouri, and
now of Rosedale, Kansas; Robert, a railroad man,
killed in an accident at Strong City, Kansas, at the
age of twenty-two; Mary A., wife of Will'am N.
Willard, a farmer near Hoyt, in Jackson County;
Susie T., deceased wife of

W.

S.

Scneder,

who

is

bond

clerk for the state superintendent at
Topeka.

As a boy in Jackson County William E. Rippetoe
made the wisest use of the opportunities afforded by

the district schools, and also attended high school at
Holton. At the age of nineteen he married and

down to farming in Jackson County, where
remained twelve years.
His first experience in the lumber business was at
Hoyt. where he conducted a yard from 1887 to 1907,
a
eriod of twenty years.
Then, after five months
in the coal trade at Colorado Sprin js, Colorado, he
returned to Kansas and for a like period was selling
lumber at Irving in Marshall County. T''is was
followed by four years as a lumber merchant at
Topeka and two years at Overbrook. Coming to
Havana in May, 1914, he bought the interests of
E. W. Worthen and Walter Myers in the Havana
Lumber Comrany and also their yard at Wayside,
and has since actively manaeed these two places of
business.
He is also interested in the Home Limiber
Company at Sedan and has lumber yards at Niotaye,
Kansas. The business has grown rapidly, and he is
rated as one of the prosperous men of that community.
He owns his home on Mary Street in Havana, also
other real estate there and a lot and place of business
at Wayside.
settled
lie

J
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He stands very high in Masonry. He lias served
three years as master and is now past master of Caney
Lodge No. 324, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
is
a member of Ovcrhrook Cha]>tcr, Eoyal Arcli
Masons; Topcka Commandery, No. 5, Kniphts TempTopeka Consistory No. 1 of the Scottish Rite and
has also received the honorary degree for services
K. C. C. H.; and Caney Chapter of the Eastern
Star.
His membership is also in Havana Lodge No.
'M3, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the
Havana Country Club. His politics is republican.
In his native Missouri County Mr. IJippetoe married
Miss Lueinda Harris, a daughter of John Harris, a
farmer. Mrs. Uippetoe died in Jackson County,
Kansas, in 1883, leaving three children. Rosa B.,
who died at Hoyt, Kansas, May 12, 191.5, was the
wife of E. C. Lyon, a carpenter at Havana. Benjamin
went to the Philii)pines with the army and now has a
Government position there. Flora E. is the wife of
James Randels, a cement worker at Overbrook.
In 1884 at Meriden, Kansas, Mr. Rippetoe married
Mary F. McDowell, daughter of Barton and Ava
McDowell, both now deceased. Her father was a
farmer. By this marriage there were six children:
Franklin H., who graduated from the Stricklin Business College of Topeka, where he is now bookkeeper
for the Chicago Lumber Company; Everett O., a
manager of the Howe Lumber Comjiany at Sedan,
Kansas; Ava, who is a graduate of the Colorado
Springs Academy, is the wife of Clifford E. Hileman,
a mail carrier at Topeka; Robert H., a graduate of the
Dougherty Business College of Topeka, is manager of
his father's lumber yard at Wayside; Walter Leslie
lar;

is

his father 's business at Havana
student at Kansas State Agricultural

manager of

Charles

W. a

;

College.

now back

is

at Tenth

in the

Street

grocery business, having a store

and Euclid Avenue.

His

political

support lias always been given to the democratic
party and during his residence in Missouri he served
on the County Central Conunittee. He is a member
of the Christian Cliurch and belongs to the Masonic
Lodge at Cassville, Missouri. Aaron Long married
Lucy Ethridge, who was born in Marion County,
Their children are: Charles, a
Illinois, in 1852.
farmer in Barry County, Missouri; Ida, wife of W.
M. Hemphill, a Barry County farmer; Anna, wife
of E. P. Moore, who is employed in the
grocery
business at Galena; Edna, wife of Dow Moore, a
wholesale grocer at Galena; George W.; Lena, who
lives with her parents and is employed as a bookkeeper; Stella, who died unmarried at Galena at the
age of twenty-six.
The early life of George W. Long was spent in
Barry County, where he received his early education
in the public schools.
His life has been one of varied
interests and every worthy movement finds in him a

He is active in the First Christian
loyal advocate.
Church at Galena as a deacon, is a member of the
Galena Community Club, and is affiliated with Lodge
No. 195 Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Lodge
No. 077 Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
Lodge No. 266 Fraternal Order of Eagles, all of
Galena.
For two years he served as chairman of
the City Democratic Central Committee.
He was
city alderman one term and was treasurer of the
board of education two terms.
In 1907 in Galena he married Miss Ethel Raines,
a daughter of George W. and Naomi (Page) Raines.
Her mother died in May, 1916, and her father is a
farmer in Cherokee County.
Mr. and Mrs. Long
have one child, George Aaron, born December 4,
1908.

George W. Long

postmaster at Galena. Prior
to his a])pointment to that office during the present
administration he had become known as a young
and vigorous business man and merchant.
He practically grew up in the grocery trade and
knows its every detail not only from the point of
view of a salesman but also from the business office.
He first became known to the citizens of Galena in
1897 when he entered the service of one of the grocery stores and was employed as a clerk up to
1904. He gave up his work long enough during that
year to attend the Joplin Business College, and
fortified with this training he returned to Galena and
resumed employment in a store for six months. Then
in 1905 he set up in business for himself and now
is

owns that excellent market known to all the people
of Galena at 923 East Seventh Street.
He also
owns his residence at 915 East Fifth Street.
Mr. George W. Long was born in Barry County,
Missouri, January 18, 1884, and his family were
the early settlers in that section of Southern
Missouri.
The Longs came originally from England
and first settled in the Carolinas and afterwards
were pioneers in the State of Tennessee. His grand-

among

Washburn and

Margaret Long were both
Tennessee.
His grandfather was born
in 1831 and died in Barry County, Missouri, in 1909.
Ho went to Missouri in 1853, and spent the rest of
his days there as a farmer.
Aaron Long, father of George W., is a well known
citizen of Galena.
He was born in Barry County,
Missouri, in 1850 reared and married there, and took
up merchandising which he followed in Missouri until
his removal to Galena in 1898.
For a time he was
a grocer in Galena, later proprietor of a hotel, and
jiarents

natives

of

Oscar

M. D. Kansas is justly notable
learning and high character of the
men who compose its medical fraternity and the profession here numbers among its members tliose whose
scientific attainments are far beyond the ordinary.
Among those well known during the past sixteen
years is Dr. Oscar C. Baird, of Chanute, whose career
is typical of modern advancement, his having been
a broad field of medical service. Doctor Baird is a
native of Van Buren County, Iowa, and was born
for

the

C. Baibd,

skill,

December

29, 1871, his parents being Nathan and
Lorinda (Jones) Baird.
Doctor Baird is of Scotch descent, his original
•\jnericau ancestor having emigrated from Scotland
to America during the Colonial era and settled in
In that state, in 1812, was born the
Pennsylvania.
Doctor's grandfather, Josiah Baird, who was a blacksmith by trade, migrated in young manhood to Noble
Count}', Ohio, and later went to Iowa, where he
became a pioneer of Van Buren County and there
His
spent tlie remainder of his life at his trade.

death occurred in 1892, when he had reached the
age of eighty years. Nathan Baird, father of Dr.
Oscar C, was born in 1839, in Ohio, and was there
He accompanied hia
reared to young manhood.
parents on their western migration to Van Buren
County, Iowa, and not long thereafter enlisted in
the Iowa State Militia, witli which he served as a
soldier of the Union during the Civil war. When his
military duties were completed, he returned to the
duties of private life, and for many years was engaged in agricultural pursuits, in which he won suclabor.
His
cess through perseverance and hard
death occurred in Van Buren County, in 1908. Mr.
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BairJ

-n-as

a republioaii in politics.

He was

a

mem-

ber of the Presbyterian Clmreli, lived his faith every
day, served as elder for many years, and was strict
While
in his interpretation of the church 's rules.
he was stern and unbending in his belief, he never
asked others to do what he himself would not, and
his probity and integrity did much to influence others
Mr. Baird married Miss Lorinda
to better lives.
Jones, who was born in 1839, in Ohio, and who still
survives in her seventy-first year and lives on the
old home place in Van Buren County, Iowa. To this
union there were born children as follows: J. F., who
is a general mechant and prominent business man
of Odell, Illinois; L. C, who is a farmer of Florida
and resides at Bairdsville, a town which is named in
his honor; Howard, who is carrying on agricultural

Van Buren County, Iowa; Seth, who is
a well-known farmer of that community; Dr.
Osear C, of this notice; Dr. J., a graduate of the
State University of Iowa, degree of Bachelor of
Arts, and of the Eclectic Medical College, Cincinnati, Ohio, degree of Doctor of Medicine, and now a
well-known medical practitioner of Coffeyville, Kansas; Flo, who is the wife of Harry Gleason, a prosperous jewelry merchant of Boston, Massaehxisetts
and J. N., a graduate of the State University of
Iowa, degree of Bachelor of Arts, and of the law
department of the University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor, degree of Bachelor of Laws, and now a
prominent practicing attorney of Kansas City, Mispursuits in
also

;

souri.

Oscar C Baird received his public school education
in Van Buren County, Iowa, and there grew up on
Later he took his preparatory
his father's farm.
work at Keosauciau Academy, from which he was
graduated in 1890, and attended the Nebraska State
He next entered the Eclectic Medical
University.
Institute, Cincinnati, Ohio, and completed a full
course, graduating with his medical degree in 1896,
since which time he has taken post-graduate courses
at the Chicago Policlinic and the New York PolyDoctor Baird began his professional career
clinic.
at Medoc, Missouri, where he remained in practice
for four years, and in 1900 came to Chanute, which
has since been his field of practice. He has built up
an excellent clientele as a general practitioner in
medicine and surgery and has rapidly risen to a foremost place among Neosho County's men of mediHis offices are at No. 16 South Lincoln Avenue,
cine.

where he has an extensive and valuable medical library
and all instruments and appliances for the handling
of the most difficult cases and the most delicate operations.
Doctor Baird belongs to the Neosho County
Medical Society, the Kansas State Medical Society,
the American Medical Association and the Southeastern Kansas Medical Society.
He has been honored on frequent occasions by his fellow-practitioners,
having been president of the State Eclectic Medical
Society several times, treasurer thereof for a number of terms, and president of the Chanute Lecture
Course Association, a post which he occupies now and
has for several years past. He is a member of the
Kansas State Board of Health and is now city health
officer of Chanute.
In the early part of 1914, Doctor
Baird took a trip with 200 other physicians through
France, Germany, .Switzerland, England, Belgium and
Holland, visiting Austria and all the various provinces
of Germany.
This was a most interesting trip, and
the Doctor was in Europe when the great European
war broke out, June 13, 1914. When the Archduke
Francis Ferdinand of Austria and his wife, the
Duchess of Hohenberg, were shot and instantly killed,

l!)n7

Doctor Baird attended the funeral, as he did also the
golden wedding ceremonies of the Emperor Francis
Doctor Baird is a republican, with proJoseph.
gressive tendencies. He is the owner of his own home,
at No. 201 Lincoln Avenue, a number of other dwellings at Chanute, and a business building at No. 14
South Lincoln Avenue.
He is an active member
of the Chanute Commercial Club, and is prominent
in fraternal circles, belonging to Cedar Lodge No.
Cedar
103, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
Cliapter No. 21, Boyal Arch Masons; Chanute Camp
No. 63, Woodmen of the World; and Chanute Lodge
No. 96, Ancient Order of United Workmen. He is
a citizen whose worth is widely recognized not only
on account of the good he has done in professional
lines, but also because of the active co-operation which
lie has given to public affairs.
He keeps well informed in regard to the new ideas advanced by the
medical fraternity, keeps in touch with the progress
that characterizes the profession, and is today a most
capable and skilled physician, his large patronage
being an indication of the confidence reposed in him
by his fellow-townsmen.
Doctor Baird was married in 1896 at Omaha,
Nebraska, by Dr. Frank Crane, now of Chicago, to
Miss May Wilson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William
Wilson, farming people who are now deceased. They
have one child: Anna Opal, a sophomore at Northwestern University, who attended the Young Women 's
Christian Association conference at Geneva in 1916
as a delegate.

Edgar L. Farkis, though one

of the younger busiof Independence has utilized his opportunities to the best advantage and is now a partner in
one of the leading insurance firms of that city.
He was born in Clarksville, Arkansas, May 16,
1S91.
His family is of old southern stock, and
about revolutionary times.
settled in Alabama
Grandfather Jasper Farris was born in Alabama in
1S24, was a farmer and stockman, and in 1875 moved
to Clarksville, Arkansas, where he died in 1900.
F. M. Farris, father of Edgar L., was born in Alabama in 1S56 and was nineteen years old when he

ness

men

his parents to Clarksville, Arkansas, where
he still resides. For many years he has been in
the commission fruit business in that city. A few
years ago he had charge of an extensive advertising
campaign conducted by the state government of
Arkansas, and took the exhibit "Arkansas on
Wheels to all the neighboring states. He is a democrat and a member of the Baptist Church. He was
married at Russellville, Arkansas, to Miss Jennie
Eggleston, who was born in Alabama in 1859. Their
children are: Eugene, in the bottling business at
Pottsville, Arkansas; Edgar L.; Lena, a teacher in
the high school at Clarksville, Arkansas; and Marion,
a teacher in Spadra, Arkansas.
After graduating from high school at Clarksville
in 1908, Edgar L. Farris continued his higher education in Cumberland College in Arkansas, for two
His first business experience was acquired
years.
under his father in the commission business. He
remained with his father until 1913, and was then
connected for two years with J. W. and Robert
Meek, wholesale dealers in cigars, candy and similar
goods at Port Smith, Arkansas. In 1915 he removed
to Independence and is now a member of the firm
of Kandt & Farris, in the general insurance business
with offices in the Kress Building.
Mr. Farris is a democrat, and is a member of the
Independence Country Club. He is unmarried.

went with

' '
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Samuel H. Hakr. Sone men have such initiative
and adaptability for the handlinf; of diversified business that it is difficult to classify thcni or holil them
in one profession.
That is true of Samuel U. Barr of
Caney. By profession he is a lawyer, ]iracticcd law
successfully for some years, and has the taste and
Before he was a
inclinations for the profession.
lawyer he was mi equally successful school teacher in
Montgomery County. From the active practice of the
law he was called by his increasing connections with
important business affairs and is now at the head or
officially connected with some of the big industries
in that section of the state.

he

is

assistant treasurer

and

Among
local

other positions

manager for the

Caney Gas Company.
Almost his entire adult career has been spent in
Kansas. He was born in the Town of Virginia, Cass
County, Illinois, April 16, 1861. His father, Robert
Barr, was born in Ireland, was reared in that country,
and on reaching maturity became a member of the
In order to better his own and
Irish constabulary.
his family 's condition, he determined to emierate and
come to America. In 1858 he located at Virgiiia in
Cass County, Illinois, subsequently moving to Beardstown and then to Rock Island in the same state.
In 1878 he sought the opportunities of the great
Sunflower State, and established his home ne.nr Independence. He died on his farm there in 1890 at the
age of fifty-eight years. Besides being a farmer he
was a machinist by trade. Robert Barr married .lane
Lord, who was born in Ireland and lives on the old
home place a mile and a half west of Independence,
Their children
being now eighty-one years of age.
were:
Mary K., who died at Independence, Kansas,
in 1891, the wife of Rev. Joseph S. Grimes, a Presbyterian minister, also deceased; Samuel H.; Robert
L., who is a graduate of Marietta College at Marietta,
Ohio, and is now a Presbyterian minister at Bruno,
M'nnesota; James, a merchant at Independence;
Charles, also in the mercantile business at Independence; Fannie, who died at Independence in 1902,
unmarried; Edward B., a machinist at Joidin, Missouri: and the youngest child was a daughter that
died in infancy.
The father of this family was a
democrat in politics, and was very act've in the
Presbyterian Church, which he served as deacon.
During his youth srent in Illinois Samuel H. Barr
rece'ved a good public school education and wisely
improved his early advantages. He made his education cnunt when at the age of twenty-two he became
a teacher, and for several years was one of the most
progressive school men in Montgomery County. For
four years he taught country schools in the vicin'ty
of Independence, taught one term at Caney, and
dur'ng the Fchool year of 1887-88 was principal of
the Fourth Ward School at Independence.
He gave a whole souled devotion while he was in
the profession, but his amb-tion had already taken
the direct'on of the law, and during part of his school
work he was pu-suing his studies under the guidance
of Hon. S. C. Elliott at Independence. Admitted to
the bar in 1889, he opened his office at Caney in
the same year.
His success was practicnlly assured
from the beginning, and many of his earlier clients
have always regretted the fact that he did not continue in general practice.
During the past quarter
of a century Mr. Barr has always been foremost in
everything connected with the welfare of the City

of Caney.
in

Again and again he has been foremost
movements for its progress and upbuilding and

has never stayed his enthusiasm

or

effort

because

a dark outlook and has enheartened others in
carrying forward a work whose results are now in
evidence in one of the most thriving towns along the
southern state line.
His rapidly develoidng interests in business and
industrial fields obliged him to give up active practice
in 1901.
Mr. Barr is secretary, treasurer, stockholder
and director in the Kansas Oil Company, a company
operating in the Oklahoma fields but with headquarters at Caney. He is president of the Barr Gas
Com]>any, which has its headquarters at Independence
and operates west of that city, From 1902 to 1912
he was president of the Caney Brick
Company.
His most important connection, however, is as assistant treasurer and local manager of the
Caney Gas
Comjiany. This company was organized in 1901, and
of

Mr. Barr became its first secretary. The
company
was organized for the purpose of j>rospecting for gas
in the vicinity of Caney.
Leaders in the organization
were E. B. Skinner, former State Senator S. M.
Porter, and Mr. Barr, together with W. C. Meeker,
G. F. St. John, John Todd, W. F. Gleeck and G. N.
Sumner, all of Caney. An enterprise of this kind
required great faith and enthusia.sm and constant
effort to make it a success.
Mr. Barr is credited
with a large share of the work which laid the foundation for the present industry.
He spent weeks
and months in the preliminary investigation and
organization, until the companv had blocked up 18,000
acres of leases around Caney.
Then followeil the
The third well drilled
development of the field.
produced gas, and later the company brought in
some of the biggest gas wells ever known in Kansas.
Obtaining a franchise they piped Caney and Tyro,
Kansas, and after makin? "the field one of the largest
in the Southwest f'ey sold in 1904 a
majority of the
stock to the Kansas Natural Gas
Mr.
Company.
Barr now holds his pos'tion as assistant treasurer
and local manager of the original companv under
the auspices of the Kansas Natnr; 1 Gas
Company.
His offices are Fourth Avenue, nt the cnrner of Main
Street, and his home is in the Palace Hotel.
Witli

his strenuous activity in business affairs
has a natural taste for politics and has been
exceedingly helpful in past years to his parfv, the
democratic. He was chairman of the County Central

Mr.

all

B;i'-r

Committee
the

in 1898-1900, and his work in
'unifying
It was
party called for speci.al anpreciat'on.

his success in his home eoiinty that led to h'S selection as a member of the State Central Committee

for the years from 1900 to 1902. and in th=s larger
sphere of i>olitics his influence was hardly le<-s noteFrom 1897 to 1911 Mr. Barr was a member
wortl'y.
of the Caney Board of Education, fir=t be'ne clerk
of the board, and was rresiiient when he ret'red. He
is a former member and now a
supporter nf the Presbyterian Church, and fraternally is affiliated with
Caney Lodge No. ;i24. Anc'ent 'Free and .^ccerted

Masons; Caney Chapter No. 90, Royal Arch Masons;
Caney Chapter No. 10.5. of the Order of Fa'tern
Star; Caney Lodge No. 160. Ancient Order of United
Workmen; Caney Camp No. 941, Modern Woodmen
of America, .nnd Lod"e No. 780, Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, at Independence.
He is
also a member of the Independence
Country Club
and the Havana Country Club. Mr. Barr has one
of the best selected law libraries and general reference libraries in Montgomery County, and it is
probable that

if his business interests can ever be
satisfactorily arranged so that he can spare the time,
he will re-enter the practice of law, for which he is

eminently

fitted.
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is a specialist in mjuing law
and practice at Baxter Springs, Kansas.
He has claimed his home at Baxter Springs since
1909, but did not open his law office in that city
While most of his practice is connected
until 1912.
with some phase or other of the mining industry,
he also handles a general civil and criminal practice.
In 1914 Mr. Waggoner was elected from his dis-

Grant Waggoner

with

office

He
State Legislature.
proved an able champion of all progressive legislation enacted during his term, and was particularly
at the front in all matters concerning his particular
district, which is largely a mining and industrial
He was chairman of< the Mines and Mining
section.
Committee and a member of the Judiciary Committee, Railroad Committee, Private Corporation Committee and Roads and Highways Committee. He was
very active in securing the passage of the dynamite
bill which regulates the sale of dynamite and other
high explosives in Kansas.
trict as representative in the

Mr. Waggoner was born in Montgomery County,
His family had lived in
Illinois, May 29, 1888.
Illinois

since

pioneer times.

The

original

seat

of

Waggoner family was at historic Bingen on the
Prom there three brothers of
Rhine in Germany.
the name crossed the ocean and in colonial days
Mr. Waggoner 's grandfather
settled in Delaware.
George W. Waggoner was born in Hardin County,
the

Kentucky, in 1826, spent his life largely on a farm
in Montgomery County of that state and died there
in 1867.

George B. Waggoner, who is now a retired resident at Baxter Springs, Kansas, was born in Montgomery County, Illinois, December 2, 1857, and spent
He removed from
all his active career as a farmer.
Illinois to Baxter Springs in 1909.
Politically he is
a republican. He was married in his native county
to Emily F. Long, who was born in Montgomery
County, Illinois, December 24, 1859. Their children
were: George P., who is a graduate of the University of Chattanooga, Tennessee, and is now practicing
law at Waggoner, Oklahoma; Grant; and Grace, wife
of K. P. Gresser, who is assistant in the National
Bank at Baxter Springs.
Mr. Grant Waggoner gained his early education in
the pulilie scliools there, also attended Shurtleff
College at Alton, Illinois, and in 1908 completed his
course and received the degree LL. B. at the UniverPor two years he
sity of Chattanooga, Tennessee.
Mr. Waggoner is
practiced at Tulsa, Oklahoma.
attorney for the Building and Loan Association of
Baxter Springs. He owns a 160 acre farm in Oklahoma. His offices are on Military Street. He is a
member of the Baxter Springs Commercial Club, of
the Cherokee County Bar Association, is affiliated
with Baxter Lodge No. 71, Ancient Free and AcMasons, is High Priest of Baxter Chapter
No. 78, Royal Arch Masons, a member of Galena
Commandery No. 46, Knight Templars, and also
belongs to Baxter Springs Lodge of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. He is unmarried.
cepted

Arthur W. Evans, M. D., is a native of the Sunflower State, a scion of a pioneer family of this commonwealth and has here achieved delinite success in
his profession, as one of the representative physicians and surgeons engaged in practice in the City of
Independence.
Dr. Arthur Whiting Evans was born at Lawrence,
Kansas, on the 26th of October, 1870, and is a sou
of Arthur and Mary (Leishuni) Evans, the former
of whom was born in Laneastershirc, England, in
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1841, and the latter of whom was born in Wales, in
the same year, she having been a yoimg girl when
her parents immigrated to America and established
their home at Baltimore, Maryland, her marriage
having been solemnized in tlie City of Cincinnati,
Ohio.
Arthur Evans was a resident of Eureka,
Kansas, at the time of his death, which occurred in a
hospital at Kansas City, Missouri, in January, 1905,
he liaving gone to that city for medical and surgical

His widow still maintains her home at
Eureka. Arthur Evans was a boy when he accompanied his parents from England to the United States
and after remaining for a time in New York City the
parents established their home at Cincinnati, Ohio,
where the son was reared to adult age and acquired
There he learned the trade of
his early education.
tinsmith and also became familiar with the varied
At the time of the
details of the hardware business.
Civil war he served as a member of the Ohio Home
treatment.

Guard and' assisted

in repelling of the invasion of
Two of his
General Price, the Confederate raider.
children were born in Ohio and in 1868 he came
with his family to Kansas and numbered himself
among the pioneer business men of Lawrence, where
he was long and prominently identified with the substantial business conducted by a leading hardware
firm.
In 1880 he removed to Eureka, where he en-

gaged in the hardware business in an independent
way and wliere he continued to hold secure vantageground as an honored and influential citizen until
He was a stalwart supporter
the time of his death.
of the cause of the republican party and wliile a
resident of Lawrence he not only served as a member
of the board of aldermen but also one term as mayor
of the city.
He was a most zealous member of the
Congregational Church, as is also his widow, and in
the same he served many years as a deacon. He was
a Master Mason and was a charter member of a
lodge of ^he Independent Order of Odd Fellows in

the City of Cincinnati, Ohio.
Of the children the
eldest is William Henry, who is engaged in the hardware business at Euceka; Lucy Isabelle, the wife of
Dr. A. F. Higgins, a prominent physician and surgeon
at Emporia, died in that city; Dr. Arthur W., of this
review, was the next in order of birth.
Doctor Evans acquired his early education in the
public schools of Eureka, and in 1888 he was gradIn preparation
uated in Southern Kansas College.
for his chosen profession he entered the celebrated
Hahnemann College of Physicians & Surgeons in
the City of Chicago, and in this institution he was
graduated in 1892, with the degree of Doctor of
The following year he completed an efMedicine.
fective post-graduate course in Rush Medical College,
Chicago, and in 1900 he took another post-graduate
course, in the A. & M. Medical College, New York
City.

For the first four years after his graduation Doctor
Evans was engaged in the practice of his profession
in Kansas City, Missouri, and he then, in 1896,
established his residence at Independence, where he
has since continued in active general practice. He ii
uniformly accredited with being one of the leading
physicians and surgeons of this part of the state
and his offices are in the old Opera House Building.
He owns his attractive residence property at 121
South Pennsylvania Avenue, and also a residential
property at Caney, in the same county. The doctor
is actively identified with the Montgomery County
Medical Society, the Kansas State Medical Society,
and the American Medical Association. In his home
city he is affiliated with the following named Masonic
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organizations: Fortitude Lodge, No. 107, Ancient
Free & Accepted Masons; Keystone Chapter, No. 22,
Roj'al Arch Masons; and St. licrnard Oommandery,
No. 10, Knights Templars.
He holds membership
also in the allied organization, Abdullah Temple,
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine, at Leavenworth. At Independence the doctor
is likewise a member of the Knights of Pythias, the
Modern Woodmen of America, the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, and the A. H. T. A., besides
holding membership in the Commercial Club and the
Country Club.
In 1896 was solemnized the marriage of Doctor
Evans to Mrs. Carrie L. Wallace, a daughter of Mrs.
Benjamin Armstrong, of Wichita.

William Ernest Barker, M. D. Prominent
among the medical men of Southeastern Kansas is
Dr. William Ernest Barker, who since 1881 has been
engaged
period

in

of

practice at Chanute.
During this long
devotion to his profession he ha-s built

up a large and representative professional business,
and is justly regarded in medical circles and by the
general public as a thoroughly learned, skilled and
reliable physician and surgeon.
Doctor Barker is a
native of Birmingham, England, and a son of William
and Martha (Timmins) Barker.
William Barker was born in England, served in
the regular army during his youth, and became the
owner of an iron works and of several iron and coal
mines.
Some years prior to the Civil war he came
to the United States and located at Cleveland, Ohio,
where he wa.s foreman of an iron foundry until his
His wife died in England, and had been the
death.
William Ernest; Mary
mother of four children:
Ann, of England, the widow of Alfred Bridle, a railroad man
Martha, who is the wife of Professor
Crosby, of Paris, France; and Eli, a resident, of
Birmingham, England.
,
William Ernest Barker received his early education in the Protestant schools of England, and after
graduation from the high school commenced to read
medicine, although at that time he was serving an
apprenticeship to the general foundry business.
Shortly after the close of the Civil war he came to
the United States and first located at Mahanoy City,
Pennsylvania, from whence he went to Cleveland,
Ohio. In 1869 he removed to Kansas City, Missouri,
and not long thereafter went to a farm northeast of
Burlington, Kansas, where he resumed his medical
;

He subsequently attended the St. I^ouis
Medical College, where he received the degree of
Doctor of Medicine and first practiced at St. Louia,
After
from whence he went to Thayer, Kansas.
five years in that city, in 1881 he came to Chanute,
and here has continued in a general medical and
surgical practice ever since, with the exception of
two years (1884-1886) when he was in England, perfecting himself in medicine and surgery at the London
Doctor
Hospital, under Superintendent Treeves.
Barker is local surgeon for the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad, the Pacific Mutual Insurance
Company, the Travelers of Hartford, and the State
Life Insurance Company of Indianapolis. He belongs
to the American Medical Association, the Southeastern
Kansas Medical Society, the Kansas State Medical
Society and the Neosho County Medical Society, of
which last-named he was president for two terms in
studies.

The doctor is well known in fraternal
holding membership in Cedar Lodge No. 10.1,

succession.
circles,

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Chanute Chapter
21, Royal Arch Masons; Chanute Commandery

No.

No. 44, Knight Templars; Topeka Consistory No. 1,
thirty-second degree; and Mirza Temple, Ancient
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Pittsburg, Kansas; Chanute Lodge No. 806, Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks; the Fraternal Aid
Union, and Blackfoot Tribe, Improved Order of Red
Men. He also belongs to the Clianute Commercial
Club. Doctor Barker has been successful in a material
as well as a ])rofessionaI way. He is a stockholder in
the First National Bank of Chanute, and the holder
of much valuable property, including an 800-acre farm
two miles north of Chanute; a farm of 160 acres south
of the city; a si.xtyacre tract five miles southeast of
here; his own residence at No. 17 South Lincoln
Avenue, a dwelling at 418 South Malcolm Avenue;
another house at Is'o. 15 North Central Avenue; his
business office at No. 1.5 South Lincoln Avenue, and
tlie business block at Nos. 11-1.3 South Lincoln Avenue.
In political matters he
has been that of

a republican, but his only
of the school board.
As a professional man and a citizen he has always
been held in the highest esteem, and has been a leader
in many movements for the city's betterment.
Doctor Barker's first wife died leaving two sons:
.Tesse W. and Frank.
Jesse W. Barker is a graduate of the Chanute High School, studied for a time
at Northwestern University, Chicago, in the medical
department, and received his degree of Doctor of
Medicine from the Kansas City Medical College in
1900. He began practice as .a physician and surgeon
at Topeka, went then to Las Cruces, New Mexico, for
one year, and in 1902 came to Chanute, where he has
since, been engaged in practice in association with his
father. He is one of the leading members of the profession in Neosho County among the younger generaHe married Jessica Eaton, of Chanute, and
tion.
they are the parents of six children LeRoy, a junior
in the Chanute High School; William Ernest, who
died at age of two years; Wilma, who died aged
nine months; Eileen, who is attending the public
schools; and Vivian and Ralph Ernest. Frank Barker
received his education in Birmingham, England, and
is now a baker in the employ of the Bon Ton Bakery
He married Mary Costa, and they have
at Clmnute.
five children:
Jesse, who attended the Clianute High
School and is now a drug clerk in an establishment
at Coffey ville, Kansas; George, who is a junior in
the Chanute High School; Gordon and Mary, who
are attending the graded schools; and Rose.
Doctor Barker was married in 1900 to Miss Lillian
Godden, who was born at Janesville, Wisconsin, a
daughter of William and Anne (Rumble) Godden.
She is a groat-granddaughter of .Tames Godden, who
was a musician and passed his life in London, England.
Mrs. Barker's grandfather was Robert Godden, who was born in 1810, at West Lavington,
England, and in that country was the owner of a
About the year 1866 he came to the
small farm.
United States and located in the vicinity of .Janesville, Wisconsin, where he was engaged in farming
On the maternal side, Mrs.
until his death in ISSn.
Barker is a granddaughter of .John Rumble, who was
born in 1804 at Beaching Stoke, England, where
He was the village schoolmaster
he died in 1879.
and the owner of a small farm.
William Godden, the father of Mrs. Barker, was
born in 1837, in West Lavington, England, and was
there educated and reared.
Shortly after his marriage, in 1862, he came to the United States and
located at Chicago, where he became connected with
the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad. He was superintendent of several departments in this system and
office

is

member

:
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in that capacity was transferred to Janesville, Wisconsin, where he passed the remaining years of his
He was a republife, his death occurring in 1899.
lican in politics, a member of the Odd Fellows, and
an Episcopal in religion, holding the positon of senior
warden of his church for a number of years. Mrs.
Godden, who was born in 1836, at Beaching Stoke,
England, died at Chanute in 1915. They were the
parents of five children, as follows: Mary Rebecca,
widow of Hans Lyche, who was an editor and Unitarian minister, Mrs. Lyche now being a resident of
Christiana, Norway, formerly a minister of the Unitarian Church for eight years, and now a teacher of
English in the University bf Christiana; William
Robert Edgar, who was a traveling salesman and died
at Hartley, Iowa, in 1904; Lillian, the wife of Doctor
Barker; John Henry, the proprietor of a wholesale
and retail marble works at Emmetsburg, Iowa; and
Ella Louise, who is the wife of Prof. George S.

Parker, a banker and attorney of Anderson, Indiana.
Mrs. Barker is a woman of remarkable attainments
She received her primary education
and talents.
in the public schools of Janesville, Wisconsin, and
after her graduation from the high school there went
to the Chicago Normal School, the Cliicago Kindergarten Association and the Chicago Art Institute, and
in 1892 graduated from the Art Academy of Cliicago. She taught school at .lanesville and Chippewa
Falls, Wisconsin, for several years, and holds a life
teacher's certificate for Wisconsin and Missouri and
also in schools of Chicago.
Following her experience
as an educator she was retained by D. C. Heath &
Company, of Chicago, and during the seventeen years
which she traveled for this firm she had charge of its
art department and visited every state and territory
She had charge of the state institute
in the Union.
work in Washington, Oregon, California and other
points in the country, and in 1899 secured the first
state adoption for her company's books in Kansas.
In 1911 Mrs. Barker was appointed head of the art
department in the Springfield (Missouri) State Normal School, where, as the first art teacher, her work
was phenomenal. She succeeded in building up that department to a high state of efficiency, it now being the
largest in the State of Missouri, and in 191."5 enrolled
over 800 students. In that year she was granted a
leave of absence, and in 1916 resigned.

Robert H. Childs, now superintendent of the Petroleum Products Company plant in Independence, Is
one of the veteran oil men of America. His father
was a pioneer in the oil fields of Western Pennsylvania, and Mr. Childs himself grew up in that
environment, and took to the work as naturally as a
New England youth goes to sea. There is probably
not an important oil field in the country with which
he has not been identified in some capacity or
another.

The Petroleum Products Company established a
Independence in 1908. The general officers
of the company at Chicago are: H. J. Halle, president; R. J. Dunham, vice president; and Ed 0.
Ennis, secretary and treasurer. The general manager

jilant in

and superintendent at Independence is Mr. Childs.
This plant refines oil products and its output is
an important list of standard petroleum products,
which are sold throughout the Middle West. The
plant at Independence has a crude oil capacity of
.5,000 barrels daily, this oil coming from the Oklahoma and Kansas fields. About 200 men are regularly on the pay roll.
Robert H. Childs was born at Enterprise, Warren

1911

He comes
8, 1851.
of old and substantial American stock. His ancestors came from England to Rhode Island in colonial
times.
His great-grandfather John Cole Childs
served with credit in the War of the American
Revolution.
He owned extensive bodies of land
in Rhode Island and died at Warren in that state.
County, Pennsylvania, January

Thomas Cole

Childs, grandfather of the Independman, was born in Warren, Rhode
Island, in 1784, and for many years served as
sheriff of that county.
Later he moved to Warren

ence

business

County, Pennsylvania, where he took up farming
and the operation of a mill, and finally retired to
Camp Point, Illinois, where he died in 1S67.
Caleb O. Childs, father of Robert H., was born at
Warren, Warren County, Rhode Island, in 1806,
grew up there, was married at Jamestown, New
York, and then moved to Warren County, Pennsylvania, where he was engaged for a time in the lumber business. In 1861 going to Titusville, Pennsylvania, he identified himself with oil production
when that industry was in its infanc}'. He became
associated with such notable men in the oil industry as Jonathan Watson and Dan Fletcher, and he
was in business both at Titusville and Philadelphia,
removing to the latter city in 1867. A few years
before his death he retired and resided at Bradford,
Pennsylvania, where he died in 1882. He was an
active member of the Christian Church, was a thirtysecond degree Mason, and an Odd Fellow and a republican. In 1830 at Jamestown, New York, he married Sarah A. Langdon, who was born at Addington,
New Jersey, in 1811, and died at Bradford, PennsylTheir children were: Calphurnia,
vania, in 1877.
who died in Warren, Pennsylvania, as the wife of
H. W. Childs, wlio is now a retired oil producer, living
in New Jersey; Milo H., who died at the age of three
years; and Robert H.
Robert H. Childs gained his early education in the
public schools of Titusville, Pennsylvania, graduating
from the high school in 1866, and later attending
Kentwood College, where he completed the course in
1870.
Then began his active career which has led
him into various fields and into many responsibilities.
For four years he was a manufacturer of
sockets, fruit jars, and similar ware at
After that a few
Kensington, near Philadelphia.
years were spent in the cattle business near Denver, Colorado.
Returning to Titusville, he had
charge of the business of Raydure-Watson Company
at Tidioute, and then for five years was an oil producer in McKean County, Pennsylvania, residing at
Bradford in the meanwhile. Going to Quarry, Pennsylvania, he helped build the Clark and Warren
Works, remaining several years during their construction. His next location was in Warren, where
he bought and remodeled the Warren Refining Company 's refining plant in North Warren, and conducted it for six years. The next three years were
spent with the Bear Creek Refining Company at
Then another three years were passed
Pittsburg.
with the Leader Refining Company at Taylorsville,
Pennsylvania.
He was an oil producer in the fields about Marietta, Ohio, for several years, spent two years in the
oil fields of California, and then went to
Beaumont,
Texas, where he built the United Refining Company's plant and conducted it about four years,
and for nine months had supervision of the building
of the Gulf Refining Company's pipe lines for a distance of sixty-six miles. In 1908 Mr. Childs came

lamp burners,
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to Kansas.

At

(.'liaiiute

Company "s

Refining

remodeled the Chanute

lie

plant.

Xext be

built the Kanat Coflfeyville,

Oil Kefininj; Coni])any 's plant
From
using the material torn down at Chanute.
1911 he siient a year and a half at Kansas City in
i-harge of the Kansas City Refining Company's
plant, and then spent a year building the Purified
Petroleum Company 's plant at Shreveport, Louisiana.
Following that he was with the Phoenix Kesas

plant at Sand Springs, Oklahoma,
eanie to Independence, where he has
sinee been superintendent of the Petroleum Products
lining

and

Company 's

in

l!)l:!

Company.

Mr. Chillis is a republican, a member of the Presbyterian Church, and is affiliated with Fortitude
Lodge No. 1(17, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
Keystone Chajiter Xo. 22, Royal Arch Masons at
Independence, St. Bernard Comniandery No. 10

Knights Templar, Lodge No.

69,

Independent Order

of Odd Fellows at Independence, and is a member
of the Independence Country Club.
In 1873 at Tidioute, Pennsylvania, he married
Miss Sarah M. Meade. Her parents Goodw-in and
Harriet Meaile are both deceased, her father having
been an oil producer and hotel proprietor at Tidioute.
Mr. and Mrs. Childs have three children: Harriet,
who died at the age of twenty-two; Sarah G., wife
of G. N. Moore, reference to whom is made on other
)iages; and Koberta H., now a freshman in the Independence High School.

George N. Moobe, who is general manager for the
Petroleum Products Company and of the Standard
Asphalt and Rubber Company at Independence, has
spent practically all his adult life in connection
with the oil industry and for many years was with
the Standard Oil Company in eastern states.
Born at Raymilton, Pennsylvania, November 18,
1S7S, he is a son of Nelson and Ada (Bell) Moore,

who

are

now

living retired at Richmond, Virginia.
to New York

The Moore family came from Scotland

state several generations ago. Nelson Moore, who
was born at Rochester, New York, in 1845, was
reared and was married in Butler County, Pennsylvania, his wife being a native of the latter county,
and in 1883 he moved to Warren, Pennsylvania. He
was long connected with the Standard Oil Company
in official capacities, but ten years ago retired and
has since lived at Richmond, Virginia. During the
Civil war he spent three years in a New York regi-

ment of infantry.
George N. Moore received his early education in
the public schools of Warren, Pennsylvania, graduating from the high school in 1893, and at once beginning the career which has brought him .to his
jiresent responsibilities as an oil man. His first work
was done for the Buckeye Pipe Line Company, and
he spent lOVi years with the Standard Oil in Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ohio.
Moving to Independence, Kansas, January 1, 1913, he has since
been general manager for the Petroleum Products

Company and

the Standard

Asphalt and Rubber

Company.
The Standard

Asphalt and Rubber Company,
which has its oflices in the same building as the
Petroleum Products Company at Independence, was
established in 1906.

Its plant occupies 200 acres of
ground, and approximately 200 men are on the pay
roll.
This industry is located a mile south of the
city. Its special output is asphalt paving, fillers for
asphalt streets, and mineral rubber used for com-

pounding with natural rubber. About 10,000,000 tons
are produced annually.
Mr. Moore is a republican and a member of the
Presbyterian Church, and enjoys many active relations with civic, commercial and fraternal societies.
He is a member of the Country, Rotary and Commercial clubs of Independence, is affiliated with
Fortitude Lodge No. 107, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Keystone Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch
ilasons, St. Bernard Commandery No. 10, Knights
Templar, all at Independence, and Mirzah Temple
of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at Pittsburg,
Kansas, and Eva Chapter No. 18 of the Order of
Eastern Star at Independence. He is also a member
of Lodge No. 780, Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks at Independence.
At Bemis Point, New York, in 1901, Mr. Moore
married Miss Sarah Childs, daughter of Robert H.
and Sarah M. Childs, her father being superintendent of the Petroleum Products Company at IndeMr. and Mrs. Moore have one child,
pendence.
Robert M., who is now in the public schools of
Independence.

Harry Hayne.s Culmer, superintendent of the
Standard Asphalt and Rubber Company at Independence, is one of the expert technical men connected with the oil industry and has had a wide
range of experience in his profession both in the
I'nited States and Canada.
He came to Independence in 1906, and laid out the
works of the Standard Asphalt and Rubber Company, which he has since served as superintendent
and chemical engineer.
Mr. Culmer was born in Salt Lake City, Utah,
October 30, 1878. He comes of notable ancestry.
Records show that the Culmers go back to the year
862 A. P., when the original ancestors came to England with the Panes.
They were converted to
Christianity under Emperor Augustine who baptized
them, and many of the later generations were actively associated with the Church of England. The
great-grandfather of Harry H. Culmer was George
Frederick Culmer who was a commodore in the navy
and connected with the North Irish fleet. He was
The grandfather, Frederick
died at Salt Lake City, Utah,
came from England, where he had followed the trade
of shipbuilder, and in Salt Lake City was a cabinet
killed at Sligo, Ireland.

(ieorge Culmer,

who

maker.
G. F. Culmer, father of the Independence citizen,
at Kent, England, in 1850. When sixteen
years of age he came to America, prior to the advent
of his father, and crossed the plains in an ox wagon
to Salt Lake City.
Later he went to Chicago, to
Texas, then back to Chicago, and in 1906 moved to
Independence, Kansas, where he is still living. He
lias been a prominent oil producer and has built a
number of refineries in different parts of the country. He enjoys the highest rank in the United States
in the Independent Order of Odd Fellow^s, his local
membership being in Salt Lake City Lodge. G. P.
Culmer married for his first wife Anna Haynes. She
was born in Perby, England, in 1848, and died at

was born

Independence, Kansas, in 1913. She also came to
this country at the age of sixteen and went west
to Utah on the first train that ran into that state.
Her children are: Frederick George, who died at the
age of three years; G. C. K., who is a retired oil
manufacturer and asphalt expert living at Philadelphia: Winifred Haynes, who died young; Florence
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Emily, who died iu childhood; and Harry Hayiies.
The father married in 1914 Miss C4ilby.
from the Salt
Harry Havnes Culmcr graduated
Lake City High School in 1S93 and from the Utah
School of Mines in 1896, with the degree mining
Not content witn his technical acquireengineer.
of Chicago, from
mejits, he entered the University
which he received the degree chemical engineer in
His technical studies were carried on under
1897.
his father, and also under such authorities as Doctor
of the UniNeff, Doctor Stigleitz, Doctor Langfield
under Doctor Franklin, the
versity of Chicago, and
curator of mineralogy at the Field Museum of Chiin hyro-carbon chemistry and
cago. He specialized
of the leading Arnergeology, and is undoubtedly one
ican experts in the petroleum industry. At one time
he was a member of the Society of Chemical Industry of London, England.
He'has the distinction of having drilled the second
oil well near the state line in McKean County, PennHis father furnished the lumber for his
sylvania.
derrick. Since 1897 Mr. Culmer has been connected
with the petroleum industry in Canada, and in the
states of Indiana, Illinois, Texas, Oklahoma and KanHe is a member of the Presbyterian Church,
sas.
and has held all the offices'except that of master in
Fortitude Lodge No. 107, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons at Independence, and all the offices in Keystone Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Masons, except
high priest. He is also affiliated with St. Bernard
Commandery No. 10, Knights Templar, and with Eva
Chapter No". IS, Order of Eastern Star at Independence, and served as patron of the Eastern Star
Chapter in 1910-11.
In 1900 at Chicago, Illinois, he married Miss
Frances May Isaacson, daughter of Holstein and
Jane Isaacson, both now deceased. Her father was
a cattle raiser and also a hotel proprietor in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Culmer have three
children: Winifred Haynes, who is now in the Montgomery County High School at Independence; Jane
Frances, also in school; and George Frederick.

John Wesley Wheeler.

Forty-five years ago
the greater part of Kansas was still an unbroken prairie and open cattle range, John Wesley
Wheeler pioneered into the southern part of the
state, and his subsequent activities as a homesteader,
farmer and stock raiser, have enabled him to amass
a competence sufficient for all his future needs. In
the meantime he has provided liberally for his family,

when

has borne an upright and commendable part in local
affairs.

He

is

now

living retired at

Havana

in

Mont-

gomery County.

He

descended from Scotch-Irish ancestors who
Mr. Wheeler himself was
Pennsylvania.
born at Findlay, Hancock County, Ohio, April 11,
18-'!9.
His father, Jesse Wheeler, was born in Pennsylvania in 1788, about the time that the American
colonies were confederated under the United States
Constitution.
He was reared and married in his
native state, and moved from Little York, Pennsylvania, to Seneca County, Ohio, where he was a very
early settler. He afterwards moved to Hancock CounHis early years, from eighteen to twentyty, Oh'O.
one, were spent according to the fashion of the times,
as a "bound boy" in apprenticeship to the carpenter's trade.
That trade gave him an occupation for
all his subsequent years, and he followed it until too
old to work any longer. He began voting as a democrat, but when the republican party was formed sixty
is

located

in

1913

years ago he became aligned with tliat organization.
For many years he was active in the Methodist EpisHis death occurred in Findlay, Ohio,
copal Church.
He married Elizabeth Edgar, and three of
in 1874.
their children were born in Pennsylvania before they
She herself was born in Pennremoved to Ohio.
sylvania in 1806, and died in Hancock County, Ohio,
A brief record of the children is as folin 1872.
lows: William H., who was a merchant from boyhood
up in Findlay, Ohio, but late in life went to Georgia
for his health and died in that state; James Jackson, who died in Findlay, Ohio, was a painter by
trade, and later became a merchant associated with
Oliver Perry, who
his brothers, W. H. and O. P.
died at Findlay, learned the carpenter trade when
young under his father and later became a merchant
with his brothers; Adam Clark also learned the carpenter 's trade from his father, went out to California
in 1850, and died in that state in 1852; Edward Smith,
who died in Webster City, Iowa, was a merchant with
his brothers back in Ohio and afterwards had a store
of his own in Iowa; John Wesley was the sixth in
attorage; Mary Elizabeth married A. M. Pence, an
death
ney, who died in Paris, France, while her
occurred at Chicago, Illinois; Samuel M. spent his
in Ohio,
early years clerking in his brothers' store
and in 1871 moved to Colorado, where he was engaged in mining until his death at Leadville in 1912;
.Jesse B. was a consumptive and spent some years
as a sheep herder at Leadville, Colorado, where he
died.

Gaining his early education in the public schools of
Findlay, Ohio, John Wesley Wheeler had his first
conpractical experience as an employe in the store
ducted by his brothers. He worked in the store from
the age of fourteen to the outbreak of the war. Mr.
Wheeler is one of the honored veterans of the great
He enlisted at the first call for troops
Civil war.
on April 27, 1861, and went out with the Twenty-first
Ohio Infantry, a three months' regiment. When this
term expired he re-enlisted October 9, 1861, and
became a member of the Fifty-seventh Ohio Infantry.
At the second enlistment he was made a first lieutenant, and afterwards was promoted to captain of

Company B

of his regiment. He was in service until
April 14, 1863, for nearly two years. During those
two years he took part in the siege of Corinth, in
the battle of Pittsburg Landing, or Shiloh, was
through the siege of Vicksburg, and also at the battle
of Missionary Ridge.
Having discharged his duties faithfully and well
as a soldier of the republic, he returned to Findlay
and continued his employment in the store there until
the spring of 1870. At that time he moved to Kansas,
spending a few months at Fort Scott, and in October,
1870, took a claim of eighty acres in Chautauqua
That claim, now developed as a
County, Kansas.
After nearly
fine farm, Mr. Wheeler still owns.
forty years of capable management of his farming

Mr. Wheeler retired into Havana in 1909,
which he owns on Main
For his military services he also enjoys a
Street.
Politically he is a
pension from the Government.

interests,

and now

lives in a residence

democrat.
In 1885 at Independence, Kansas, Mr. Wheeler
married Miss Anna Rogers, who eame from Indiana.
Her father, James Rogers, now deceased, was also a
veteran of the Civil war. Mrs. Wheeler died in 1892
Her children were: Mary,
on the old home farm.
wife of A. H. Hartman, aji oil worker living at Eldorado, Kansas; Bessie and Etta are still at home with
their father; James spent three years on a large
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wheat ranch in tlie State of Washington, and
a farmer near Nampa, Idaho.

is

now

KoBERT E. RosENSTEiN of Baxter Springs is a
of varied talents and abilities and has success-

in her father 's office, is a graduate of the
high school of Skiatook, Oklahoma.

assists

Jame.s Burto.v

Tirner has

man

including

performed the services of a minister of the
and lawyer at tlic same time. And though
his time and attention are now given to the law, he
occasionally preaches and is widely known over sev-

gheny and Rocky
and producer in the

fully

Gos'i)el

eral states'in the ministry of the Christian Church.
While Mr. Rosenstein spent most of his early life

was born at Cairo, Illinois, January 4,
His father Rudolph Rosenstein was born at
MecklenbergSchwerin, Germany, in 1826, and came
to America at the age of nineteen, settling in Monroe
Ho was a machinist by trade,
County, Tennessee.
and it was that occupation that took him from place
in Texas, he

1871.

He

lived a time at
to place over various states.
Cairo, Illinois, and finally located at Tyler, Texas,
where he died in 1889. He was a democrat in ])olitics and was reared in the Jewish Church.
During
the war between the states he served in the Confed-

erate army, enlisting from Tennessee,
was under General Marmaduke of

and for a time
Missouri.

He

was married in Tennessee to Elizabeth M. Webb,
who was born in the eastern part of that state in
1830 and died at Tyler, Texas, in 1906. Their children were Hannah, who is the wife of James K.
Boman, a farmer in Barry County, Missouri; Emma,
wife of A. D. Beeler, a music teacher at Houston,
Texas; William C, who is a contractor and builder
and died at Los Angeles, California, in 1912; E. P.
Rosenstein, a farmer in East Tennessee; H. N.
Rosenstein, who was a tin and cojipersmith and died
at Tyler, Texas, in January, 1914; Robert E.
Laura", wife of J. W. Powell, a locomotive engineer
living at Waco Texas; Rosa, twin sister of Laura,
wife of W. H. Hudson, a car repairer living at
Tyler, Texas; and J. F. Rosenstein, who is foreman
in a tin and copper shop at Tyler, Texas.
The public schools of East Texas gave Robert E.
Rosenstein his early education, and he afterwards
took a two years course in the old Christian University at Thorp Springs, Texas. He had also begun
reading law before he entered the ministry. After
leaving Christian University he was pastor of different Christian churches in Texas, Missouri and
Kansas. In 1898 he became pastor at Howard, Kansas, where he remained two years, and then successively spent three years at Manhattan, one year
at Burlington, and then returned to Texas for one
year.
Coming back to Kansas he was located at
Chanute one year and then removed to Oklahoma,
where he engaged in the active practice of law until
March, 1916, at which date he located at Baxter
Mr. Rosenstein has a large general pracSprings.
tice, and his offices are on Military Avenue.
While he was pastor of the church at Manhattan,
Kansas, he read law in the office of Judge A. M.
Story, and continued his reading at Burlington vrith
the firm of Ganse and Hannon. He was admitted to
the bar September 8, 1902.
Politically he is a democrat, is a member of the
Baxter Springs Commercial Club, and is affiliated
with Lodge No. 416 Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons at Skiatook, Oklahoma, and also belongs to
On October 29, 1891, at
the Royal Arch Chapter.
Tyler, Texas, he married Miss Effic Gould of a West
They have two children. Claude
Virginia family.
H., is a graduate of' the Oklahoma University at
;

Norman

in the law department and is now practicAretta who lives at home and
Tulsa.

ing law at

nearly

covered a wide

field,

states between the AlleMountains, as a worker, operator

all

the

oil fields.
He was a pioneer
Mid-Continental fields of Southern
Kansas and Oklahoma. Mr. Turner is prominently
known among the leading oil men of the country
and since January, igO."!, has been a resident of
Chanute. From that city he has extended his various
operations as a producer and contractor, and has
drilled hundreds of wells in the fields of Kansas and

operator in

the

Oklahoma.

At the present time Mr. Turner has some productive
property east of Chanute, including ten active wells,
has a lease five miles east of Chanute including eight
He was
wells, and a lease at Shaw of two wells.
born in Crawford County, Pennsylvania, close to
the great Pennsylvania oil fields, on November 28,
1863.
His ancestors came from England and were
colonial settlers in the State of Maine.
His grandfather Enoch Turner was born in Maine, in 1791, and
afterwards penetrated the wilderness across the
Allegheny Mountains and found a pioneer home in
Crawford County, Pennsylvania, where he died in
1890, when nearly a hundred years of age.
A. F. Turner, the father of James B., was born
at Syracuse, New York, in 1818, and it seems likely
that he will live to a greater age than his father.
He is still living, in his ninety-eighth year, and a
When he was
resident of Rouseville, Pennsylvania.
two years of age his parents removed to Crawford
he
was
reared there, and after
County, Pennsylvania,
his marriage located on a farm and was identified
with its cultivation and management until he retired to
his home at Rouserille.
He still owns the farm of
240 acres. Politically he has been a democrat, and
has been voting steadily for over seventy years. In
the course of his experience as a citizen he has held
He
all the township offices in his home community.
was formerly a member of the Methodist Church
and belonged to the Equitable Aid Union until that
organization became defunct. A. F. Turner married
Jane Lang, who was born in Crawford County,
Pennsylvania, in 1823, and died at Rouseville, September 11, 1899. They were the parents of six children: J. E., who was an oil operator and was killed
in a boiler explosion at Chanute, Kansas, in 190.5;
E. 0. Turner, a farmer in Crawford County, Pennsylvania: D. E. Turner, a merchant at Rouseville,
Pennsylvania; May, who lives at Rouseville, widow of
E. F. Grosser, who was an oil operator; .Tames B.; and
W. L. Turner, an oil operator at Healdton, Oklahoma.
James Burton Turner spent his early life on the
He had the advanold farm in Crawford County.
tages of the public schools. At the age of eighteen
he left home and began working in the Pennsylvania
oil fields, and from there his experience has gradually
extended to cover nearly all the imjiortant oil disMr. Turner owns his home at
tricts of the country.
1321 South Edith Avenue in Chanute.
He is a democratic voter, is affiliated with Hector
Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, at Chanute,
and with the Benovolenct and Protective Order of
Elks, at Robinson, Illinois.
In 1883 in Warren County, Pennsylvania. Mr.
Turner married Miss Kittie Manderville. She died at
Rouseville, Pennsylvania, in 1888, the mother of four
Charles, who is an oil operator living at
Chanute; Leo, who died young; Lulu, who died at

children

:

.4-d^S--^-^ 97?h
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the age of two years; and Marie, who died in inIn 1897 at Clymer, New York, Mr. Turner
fancy.
married Miss Ida Gibson, daughter of William and
Her mother is living
Elizabeth (McNutt) Gibson.
at Rouseville, Pennsylvania, and her father, who was

an oil operator, is "deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Turner
Rowene and Leona, both of
have two children:

whom

are in the junior class of the high school at
Chanute.

O. F. Walke who has spent most of his life in Kansas has developed a very substantial business career,
and for several years has been proprietor of the Independent Laundry, one of the best equipped establishments of its kind in the southern section of the
state.

He

is

of

Scotch-Irish

ancestry,

and

his

great-

grandfather came from the Nortn of Ireland, and
was an early farmer in Ohio. Mr. Walke 's grandfather, William Walke, was born in Ohio in 1840,
came to Kansas about a quarter of a century ago, and
was an active farmer until he retired and died at
Columbus, Kansas, in 1912. He made a record as
a soldier during the Civil war, enlisting in an Ohio
regiment of infantry in 1862 and serving until the
close of hostilities. He was a member of the Christian Church, and was a stanch republican of the old
He was also affiliated with the Modern
school.

Woodmen

of America.

was born

in

Ohio

in

His wife, Caroline Walke,
1843 and died in Columbus,

Kansas, in 1911.
Mr. O. F. Walke was born at Woodstock, Champaign County, Ohio, April 2, 1888. His father is
W. H. Walke, who was born in Ohio in 1856. He was
reared in Ohio, where he married Miss Rella McDougal, who was born in that state in 1862. They
have two sons: O. F. and D. E., the latter a traveling
salesman living at Oklahoma City. In 1890 W. H.
Walke came to Kansas and for a time was employed in the Kansas Steam Laundry at Wichita.
From there in 1895 he moved to Leavenworth, and
operated the first steam laundry in that city. Selling out three years later he returned in 1897 to
Wichita, was again in the employ of a laundry, and
later became a commission salesman.
In 1908 he
removed to Independence and in partnership with
Will Owens owned the Independent Laundry until
the early part of July, 1912, when his son bought him
out. Since his removal to Columbus, Kansas, W. H.
Walke has owned the greenhouses of that city and
does an extensive business as a truck gardener. He
is a member of the Christian Church, and has a life
membership in Wichita Lodge of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks. His certificate is No. 2,
but his is really the first life membership since he
paid for his certificate, while No. 1 was complimentary. He is also affiliated with the Fraternal
Order of Eagles, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

and the Modern Woodmen of America at

Wichita.

Walke gained his common school education
Wichita and in 1904 completed a course in the
Wichita Commercial College. From there he went to
Kansas City, Missouri, and his first regular business
experience was gained in the offices of the Rock Island Railroad, where he remained three
years and
eight months.
Returning to Wichita he spent one
O. F.

at

year managing his father's moving picture theater,
which was the second institution of the kind established in Wichita. Following that came three vears
of employment in the sales
department of the

1915

On June 3, 1912, he identihimself permanently with the City of Independence, and after four weeks bought his father's interest in the laundry and is now sole proprietor.
This is one of the best equipped laundries of Montgomery County and has all the modern appliances
and machinery for first-class work. It has a large
share of the city business and outside business already averages $75 a week and the trade is conThe Independence laundry was
stantly growing.
established about 1900 by Will Owens. It is situ212
ated at
West Main Street.
Cudahy packing house.
fied

Mr. Walke is independent in politics, and with
wife is a member of the Catholic Church. He is
a member and carries insurance in Independence
Council of the Knights of Columbus, is a member
of the Commercial Club, of the Duck Club, a hunting
and shooting organization, and is also affiliated with
Independent Lodge No. 780, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and the local organization
of the Fraternal Order of Eagles.
At Providence, Rhode Island, October 26, 1911,
Mr. Walke married Miss Fannie Gertrude Mahan,
daughter of Thomas and Sarah Mahan, and granddaughter of Anna Mahan, who is now living at the
extreme age of eighty-nine at Wichita, Kansas. She
came to this country from Ireland. Mrs. Walke 's
father was the founder of the Mahan Mercantile
Company at Wichita, and is now deceased. Mrs.
Walke 's mother is now living at Providence, Rhode
his

Island.

Cassids C. Surber, M. D. An exceptionally long
and valuable service in the field of medicine has
been rendered by the Surber family in Kansas. The
late Dr. David Surber was a distinguished physician
in Kansas during the territorial period and after-

The son. Dr. Cassius C. Surber, has been in
practice more than thirty years, the greater part of
that time at Independence, and is undoubtedly one
of the ablest surgeons in the state.
Originally in Germany, the Surbers were colonial
settlers in America, and the family subsequently became pioneers in the Territory of Indiana. Dr. C. C.
Surber 's grandfather Henry Surber was born in
Indiana in 1808.
He became a minister of the
Campbellite or Christian Church, and carried the
gospel into the new State of Iowa and afterwards
continued his pioneer labors as a missionary and
minister in Kansas. He died in Leavenworth County,
Kansas, in 1876.
The late Dr. David Surber was born in Indiana
in 1828.
He was reared in his native state, but went
ward.

young manhood to Iowa, and in 1856 graduated
from the Seudder Medical School of Cincinnati. He
lived a time in Iowa, where he married, and in 1858
came to the Territory of Kansas and was one of the
first to practice medicine in Clinton,
Douglas County.
From there he removed to Lawrence in 1867, later
to Perry in 1868, and after more than half a century
of devotion to his profession he retired and passed
away at Bonner Springs in 1912. His prominence
in the profession over the state is indicated by the
in

fact

that

in

1888

he

served

as

Kansas State Board of Health.

president

He

of

the

had a
the Kansas

also

as a soldier, having served in
Cavalry, and was with his command in pursuing the
guerilla chieftain Quantrell and was also called into
service when General Price made his spectacular raid
He was a
through Missouri and Eastern Kansas.
member of the Douglas County and State Medical

record
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and the American Medical Association, was
with the Independent Order of Odd FelDr. David
lows, and politically was a republican.
Surber was married in Iowa to Elizabeth Jane
Stewart, who was born in Ohio in 1842 and is now
To their marliving at Bonner Sjjrings, Kansas.
Flora, wlio died at
riage were born six children
the age of twelve years; Cassius C; Eddie, who
died in infancy; Myrtle, a son, who died at the age
of two years; Gertrude, wife of Robert Dakin, a
traveling" s.ilesman with home at Bonner Springs;
and a son that died in infancy.
Having laid a substantial foundation for his pro-

societies
affiliated

:

career, as a young man Dr. Cassius C.
Surber has never relaxed his efforts toward the best
possible attainments and is a student today as he
A public school education
was thirty years ago.
was given him at Perrv, and he was a student of the
Kansas State University from 1878 to 1881. His
first year's course in medicine was pursued there,
and his certificate is No. 1 from the medical departHe next entered the Kansas City Medical
ment.
College where he was graduated M. D. with the class
of 1884. In 1901 he took an extensive postgraduate

fessional

course in the New York PostGraduate School, and
every year he visits, in order to keep in touch with
the latest advances made in the profession, either
the Mayos Hospital at Rochester, Minnesota, or the
or
Post-Graduate schools in Chicago.
Policlinic
After gaining his M. D. degree Doctor Surber practiced ten years at Delphos, Kansas, and since 1894
has been located at Independence. His skill in operative surgery has brought his services into such
demand that in recent years he has confined his
attention to surgery and consultation work, and he is
frequently called to distant parts of the state. He
is a member of the County and State Medical soHis
cieties and the American Medical Association.
offices are at 217^2 North Penn Avenue, his residence
at 316 South Sixth Street, and among other interests
he owns a farm of 106 acres near CofifeyvUle.
Doctor Surber is a republican, a member of the
Commercial Club, the Country Club and tlie Rotary
Club of Independence, and is prominent in Masonry,
having affiliations with Fortitude Lodge No. 107,

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Independence
Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Masons, St. Bernard
Commandery No. 10, Knights Templar, Abdallah
Temple of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at Leavenworth, and Wichita Consistory No. 1, of the thirtysecond

degree

Scottish

Rite.

He

also

belongs

to

Independence Lodge No. 780, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and Lodge No. 69, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. In Severy, Kansas, in 1886,
Doctor Surber married Miss Mary M. Dunham, a
daughter of A. M. and Mary Dunham. Doctor Surber 's only son, Paul D., born August 10, 1890, is a
graduate from the law school of the University of
Kansas, with the degree LL. B., and is now taking
post-graduate work in the Columbia University of

New York

City.

Duke A. Rogers. In preparing a review of the
prominent men of Kansas whose lives have been
devoted to persistent effort, and who by energy and
ability of a high order have risen to places of business
distinction, the record of Duke A. Rogers, oil and gas
producer of Caney, is found to be one that compels
more than passing attention. Mr. Rogers is one who
essentially belongs to the men of action of Kansas,
and, that he has not overlooked his opportunities,
He
clearly shown in what be has accomplished.

is
is

prominently identified with the business and financial
of the state, and few men are better informed upon a variety of business subjects or more
highly esteemed by their associates. His success has
been the logical result of the natural unfolding and
development of his native powers; and close application, indefatigable energy and constant determination
have constituted the foundation of his achievements.
Mr. Rogers was born at Springhill, Johnson County,
Kansas, November 29, 1871, and is a son of J. C.
and Mary C. (Parkins) Rogers. He belongs to a
family of Scotch-Irish origin, the American progenitor of which came to the shores of this country during
colonial days and settled in the vicinity of Uarrisburg,
Mr. Rogers has Revolutionary ancesPennsylvania.
tors on both sides of the family, among them being
interests

Gen. Nathaniel Greene.
Robert H. Rogers, the grandfather of Duke A.
Rogers, was born in Pennsylvania in 1811, and died
in 1889 at Kansas City (then known as Wyandotte),
Kansas. He was reared in Pennsylvania and was a
pioneer in Davenport and Le Claire, Iowa, where he
became one of the most prominent business men of
his day.
He belonged to the firm of Davenport &
Rogers, which established a large sawmill, conducted
a line of boats and carried on an extensive banking
business, in addition to building a large marine dry
dock.
He was a republican in political matters, and
an active member of the Presbyterian Church. Mr.
Rogers married Miss Mary Jane Caldwell, who was
born in Kentuckv', the daughter of slave holding
She died at Kansas City, Kansas, at the
planters.
age of eighty-three years, having been the mother
of the following children: Jennie, an extensive farm
owner in the vicinity of Des Moines, Iowa, and the
widow of the late Mr. Day, who was a wealthy real
estate owner and farmer; William A., a retired resident of Kansas City, Kansas, who, until the time of
his retirement, was the oldest live stock commission
merchant in the Kansas City Live Stock Exchange,
being No. 1 on the list of members of that body;
J. C.
Adelaide, who is unmarried and resides at
Kansas City, Missouri; and A. Harry, a resident of
Joplin, Missouri, and one of the most promnient and
influential business men of Southwest Missouri.
A.
Harry Rogers is president, manager and treasurer,
as well as controlling stockholder in the Southwest
Missouri Electric Railway; controlling stockholder in
the Joplin Globe; controlling stockholder in the Interstate Wholesale Grocery Company, which he organized; a director and large stockholder in the Joplin
National Bank; and has large real estate and mining
;

interests.

prominent pioneer business men of
late J. C. Rogers, whose death ocA
curred at Wamego, this state, in March, 1913.
resident of Wamego for more than thirty-six years
and prominently identified with the business interests
of that place for an equal period, he is recalled as one

One of

the

Kansas was the

of the builders of his community 's prosperity, a man
whose ripened judgment and sterling traits of character benefited every enterprise with which he was conHe was born in September, 1848, at Davennected.
port, Iowa, and was there reared and educated, also
In
attending the schools of Le Claire for a time.
1864 he enlisted in the Union army for 100 days'
service in the Civil

war, but soon contracted army

from which he nearly died, and accordingly was
After the war he went to
honorably discharged.
Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he was married, and in
1869 removed to Springhill, Kansas, where he located
as a pioneer business man. After erecting a mill and
fever,
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embarked
placing it upon a paying basis, Mr. Rogers
in the business of stock dealing, and in this connection secured a good start in life through the shipment
to Armour & Company of a trainload of live stock.
He subsequently became the projirietor of a lumber
of farm
yard and acquired po^^session of large tracts
that
land, and became so prominent in his community
he was elected one of the first mayors of Spriughill,
and one of the best it had before or since. In 1876
Mr. Rogers disposed of his property in that locality
and moved with his family to Wamego, which he
foresaw was to become one of the live and prosperous
commercial centers of this part of the state. There he
established what was at that time the only bank in
the counties of Pottawattomie and Wabaunsee; subbusisequently opened up a hardware and implement
and then engaged in the lumber business. During the first year this pioneer merchant did $95,000
worth of business in implements, hardware and lumber, and later contributed materially to the building
development of the town by the erection of a number
of residences and buildings, a line in which he later
ness,

engaged in Kansas City. Mr. J. C. Rogers was also
a charter member, a director of and a stockholder in
the old National Bank of Commerce, now the Southwest National of Kansas City, and was also one of
the Inter-State National
Bank of Kansas City. He likewise had extensive
Throughout liis
banking interests in California.
felcareer, Mr. Rogers was ever willing to assist his
low-men to success. While at Spriughill he helped
many of the merchants and farmers to overcome their
reverses after the grasshopper plague of 1871, and on
many occasions asked for no security, but seldom lost

the

original

of

directors

anything through his philanthropy.

He

also helped

way of contributing to its improvements, and was finally elected mayor of Wamego, a
in the way
position in which he was able to do much
his city in the

Mr. Rogers
of civic improvement and betterment.
was a republican of the old school, was a member of
the Masonic fraternity, and attended the Presbyterian
Church. Like many men of large affairs, Mr. Rogers
entertained broad ideas of benevolence, in large measure regarding himself as steward of his wealth, and in
his generous contributions to both public and private
enterprises, displayed the discrimination and good
judgment which marked the man of humane impulses
governed by practical business sagacity. He made an
impress upon the history of his community and is
justly remembered among its men of worth.
J. C. Rogers married Mary C. Parkins, who was

born at Nottingham, England, in July, 1851, and who
still survives her husband and resides at Wamego,
Kansas. She was two years of age when she came
to the United States with her parents, the family
locating finally at Le Claire, Iowa. Her father was
a building contractor who handled many large Government contracts, and among other structures he erected
the Government Arsenal, at Rock Island, Illinois, and
the State Insane Asylum at Fort Madison, Wisconsin.
The children born to J. C. and Mary C. (Parkins)
Rogers were as follows Duke A., of this notice William A., who is engaeed in the moving picture show
business at Wanieeo, Kansas, where he is also engaged
in handling the affairs of his father's large estate;
Walter, who is a partner of his brother, William A.,
and looks after their interests in the bill posting business, for which they have the concession in the counties of Pottawattomie and Waubansee; Genevieve,
who resides with her mother; Isabelle, also living with
her mother; Effie, who died at the age of 3V4 years;
and James C, who died in infancy.
:

;

1911

After attending the public schools of Wamego,
A. Rogers entered Shattuck Military School, at
Faribault, Minnesota, where lie had a brilliant career.
He was one of the editors of the school paper, was
popular among his fellow students, had excellent
marks in all his studies, and when he graduated in
1892 was senior cadet ofiicer, with the rank of captain.
His company received first prize as the best drilled
company in the school, and was given a mark of 99
in a competitive drill, judged by three army officers.
After leaving the military school, Mr. Rogers engaged
in railroading for six months, a venture which nearly
cost him his life, as, while working on the Union
Pacific, he was in a head-on collision which took place
at Munsey, Kansas, where he barely cleared the piled
up debris of locomotives and cars. In 1897 he went
to Cliicago, where he was with the Chicago House
Wrecking Company for six months, and then returned
to Wamego and took over the hardware business of
J. C. Rogers & Company, which he conducted with
great success for ten years. In 1908 Mr. Rogers made
his entrance into the oil and gas business, at Longton,
Kijnsas. He raised the funds in New York City with
which to purchase the old Superior Refining Company 's plant and all their lease holdings, as well as

Duke

The company was then reorthe old Caney plant.
ganized as the Kan-o-tex Refining Company, of which
Mr. Rogers continued as vice president and manager
for four years. On selling out his interests therein, he
engaged in the oil producing business on his own
account, and since then has followed the oil fieUls at
Independence and Caney, Kansas, and Morris, Okmulgee and Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, and has producing
wells in oil and gas at all these places, at present holding a controlling interest in ten wells and a large
number of proven acres. He also owns four gas wells
in the vicinity of Independence, near the Country
Club. Mr. Rogers also is the owner of a fine home on
East Taylor Street, Caney, a farm of 100 acres at
Independence with its gas production, and other properties,

at

and

is

largely interested in his father's estate

Wamego.

Mr. Rogers has always taken a deep interest in his
community's welfare, never hesitating to advocate or
oppose any measure or project which in his judgment

has merited indorsement or opposition. He represents
a high tjTie of citizenship and is regarded as one of
the leading business men of Caney, occupying as he
does a high position in commercial and social circles.
A progressive in politics, he has never sought public
office, for the desire for public preferment has never
been one of the family traits, but when he was only
twenty-one years of age he served as a member of the
Wamego City Council. Fraternally, Mr. Rogers belons's to Wamego Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, and to Caney Lodge No. 1215, Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks.
Mr. Rogers was married in 1896, at Wamego, Kansas, to Miss Florence Ames, daughter of John and
Nellie Ames, who live at Wamego. Mr. Ames is one
of the oldest hotel proprietors now in the state, being
Two chilstill in harness at the age of eighty years.
dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Rogers: Muriel,
born January 31, 1900, at Wamego, and now attending Saint Mary 's H.all Seminary, where she is taking
an academic course and specializing in vocal and instrumental music; and John C. born December 13,
1903, at Wamego, and now attending the Caney public
schools.

Edwin
to

B.

Kansas

Morgan.

WTien Edwin B. Morgan came

in 1892, at the age of nineteen, he found

1918

KANSAS AND KANSANS

his first opportunity for service and work as a school
He taught iu Linn County one year, and
two years in Franklin County.
Already his ambition was set upon the law as a
career.
Entering the State University at Lawrence,
he pursued the studies of the law department until

teacher.

graduating LL. B. in 1898. In July of tliat year
he began practice at Oswego, and was one of the

young attorneys of that city for seven years.
Since removing to Cherokee County in 1905 Mr.
Morgan has looked after a large general civil and
criminal practice, having his home and offices in
Galena. He has a suite of offices, rooms 8 to 1.!, in
Besides his private
the Shoman-Moore Building.
practice Mr. Morgan was elected in 1906 and served
one term ;»s county attorney, and has also filled the
office of city attorney.
His early life was spent in his native State of
He was born at Piketon December 17, 1873,
Ohio.
attended public schools in Pike and high school in
Scioto County, and it was soon after the conclusion
of his school work there that he came to Kansas.
This branch of the Morgan family is of Irish
His ancestors came to Pennsylvania in colostock.
rising

Mr. Morgan's grandfather Thomas Morgan was born in Beaver County, I'onnsylvania, in
1803, settled in Jackson County,' Ohio, in 1837 and
was a farmer in that state until he died in Pike
He married Nancy Lutton who
County in 1878.
was born in Pennsylvania and died in Pike County,
nial days.

Ohio.

Robert Morgan, father of the Galena attorney,
was born in Beaver County, Pennsylvania, April 22,
1835, and was two years of age when liis parents removed to Jackson County Ohio, where he was reared.

He

After
marriage in Jackson County he moved to Pike
County, and farmed there until his death September
He was a republican, very active in the
28, 1892.
Methodist Episcopal Church, wliieh he served as trustee and steward many years, and for a long time was
also followed the pursuit of agriculture.

his

superintendent of the Sunday school. Fraternally ho
was affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows.
The maiden name of his wife was Maria
A. Daniels, who was born in Jackson County, Ohio,
February 1, 1838, and died at Baxter Springs, KanThere were just three chilsas, Febniary 19, 1911.
dren in the family, Edwin B. being the youngest.
His oldest brother M. L. K. is an optometrist at
The second brother, Thomas,
Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
is a painter and decorator living at Columbus, Ohio.
Edwin B. Morgan since reaching his majority has
been identified with the republican jiarty. He is a
member of the Presbyterian Church. In fraternal
matters he is a member of several organizations but
His affiliatakes the greatest interest in Masonry.
tions are with Baxter Lodge No. 71, Ancient Free

and Accepted Masons; Baxter Chapter No. 78, Koyal
Arch Masons; Galena Commandery No. 46, Knights
Templars, of which he is eminent commander; Mirza
Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Pittsburg; Amy
Chapter No. 165 Order of Eastern Star; also
Galena Lodge No. 677, Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, of which he is Past Exalted Ruler; AntiHorse Thief Association and Knights and Ladies of
Mr. Morgan joins in the activities of the
Security.
Commercial Club of Galena, and is a prominent member of the Cherokee County Bar Association.
August 1, 1899, at Oswego, he married Miss FloHer parents both deceased, were
rence Skinner.
Amos and Mary (Bird) Skinner, her father having
been a contractor and builder. Mr. and Mrs. Morgan

have two children: Robert, born March
and Richard, born December 22, 1906.

16,

1902;

WiLLi.^M WuTT.s O 'Bryan-. Around the old Cathomission which has since developed into the City
of St. Paul, a number of prominent Catholic families have lived since the Indians gave up their possessions and sot out for the Indian Territory.
One
of the best known of these is the O 'Bryans, and as
an individual representing the family the name of
W. W. O 'Bryan has been chosen because of his welldeserved prominence as a citizen of Neosho County
and his extended activities as a stock dealer and
business man.
The American beginning of this branch of the
O 'Bryan ancestry originated in William O 'Bryan,
greatgrandfather of William W. of St. Paul. This
William O 'Bryan was born in Ireland in 1760, and
was three years of age when his parents came and
made settlement in the Colony of Maryland, where
his father died. William O 'Bryan, about ISnO, moved
to Kentucky, and died in Marion County of that state
in 1848.
He wa.s both a farmer and school teacher.
The ne.xt generation was represented by Francis
L. O 'Bryan, who was born in Nelson County, afterward known as Marion County, Kentucky, in 1805.
lic

He spent his life in his native state as a farmer, was
an active democrat and a member of the Catholic
Church.
He died in Kentucky in 1891. His wife
wai Sarah A. Lancaster, who was born in Kentucky
in 1811 and died there in 1881. Her name introduces
another interesting lineage. Her father, Ralph Lancaster, who died in Marion County, Kentticky, in
1857, at the age of eighty-seven, was born in Maryland.
He w.as an early farmer settler in Kentucky.
A brother of Ralph Lancaster was .John Lancaster,
who was a surveyor by profession, and while on his
way from M.aryland to Kentucky was captured by the
Indians and remained a prisoner for one year. All
his companions taken by the Indians were killed,
The Indians promised
being burned at the stake.
to burn John Lancaster after a year, but in the meantime he made his escape, and making a rude boat out
of two logs he drifted dovm the Kentucky river to
This
Louisville, where he arrived among friends.
.Tohn Lancaster was the grandfather of the late John
Lancaster Spaulding, Catholic bishop of Peoria,

Illi-

nois.

O 'Bryan and wife had the following
Sarah Ellen, who died in Marion County,

Francis L.
children

:

Kentucky, in 1858; .Tohn E.. who died in infancy;
.Tohn R., who became a merchant, was liorn in 1833
in Marion County, Kentucky, and died in 1864: Henry
M., mentioned l)elow: W. R.. who was a physician and
surgeon, and was born in Marion County, Kentucky,
in 1836, and died there in 1868; and Catherine A.,
who was born in 1839 and died in 1884, her husband,
J. M. Ballard, having been n merchant, a successful
politician, a cattle dealer and for several terms filled
the office of sheriff in Marion County, Kentucky.
Henry Wuyts O 'Bryan, who was born in Marion
County, Kentucky, March 13, 1835, is now li\-ing,
at the venerable age of eighty-one years, in St. Paul,
As a boy he attended one of the old subEjinsas.
He went to school
scription schools of Kentucky.
in the winter and the summers were spent in hard
work on his father's farm. Later he attended St.
Marys College in M.arion County. At the age of
nineteen he took up the business of handling .and
dealing in cattle and merchandise, and was prosperOo October 8, 1871,
ing until the war came on.
Henry W. O 'Bryan, with his family, arrived in Kan-
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locating at old Osage Mission, now St. Paul.
There he built the house on Central Avenue where
he still resides. He is a democrat, a member of the
Catholic Church and of St. Paul Council No. 760,
Knights of Columbus. For many years he has handled
stock, and has been more or less actively associated
sas,

with his sons, but is now retired.
Tn 1858, in Marion County, Kentucky, Henry W.
O 'Bryan married Miss Susan E. Hagan, who died
at St. Paul, July 28, 1896.
Their children were:
Sydney F., who was educated at St. Francis Institute

in St. Paul, at St. Marys College in Pottawatomie
County, finished his theological course in the University at St. Louis, and was ordained to the Catholic
priesthood in 1884, devoting many years to the service
of his church and dying in Chicago, in 1901. Annie
M., the second child, died in infancy. John E., born
in 1864, was killed in a runaway accident in 1871.
The fourth in the family is William W. Nicholas L.,
born in 1871, died in infancy. Annie M., born in.
1873, is the wife of J. A. Smith, a stock trader at
Stark, Kansas. Henry L., born in 1876, is a prominent resident of Chetopa, Kansas, where he is a
stockman and is now serving as postmaster. G. I.
O 'Bryan, born in 1879, is a stock buyer at St. Paul.
In 1900 Henry M. O 'Bryan married for his second
wife Mrs. S. E. (Newton) Worland, daughter of

David K. Newton, who was a farmer and is now
deceased.
Mrs. O 'Bryan was born in Indiana.
Of such ancestry and with such a record of family
achievements to encourage him during his early years,
William Wuyts O 'Bryan was born in Marion County,
Kentucky, near Loretto, January 27, 1867. He has
lived in Kansas since early childhood.
His early
training was gained in the Jesuit schools, known as
St. Francis Institute, at Osage Mission, but at the
age of fourteen he left his books and studies to take
up the work which has always more or less engaged
his active energies.
He was at first a cattle herder,
and at the age of eighteen began buying and selling
cattle for himself, and it is said that during the past
thirty years he has handled more cattle than anyone
else in this part of the State of Kansas.
His operations are on a large scale.
Adjoining the Town of
St. Paul he has 700 acres of land, where he raises
some fine beef cattle every year, and he also has
1,280 acres devoted to pasturage in Bourbon County.
Mr.
'Bryan is a director in the St. Paul State Bank.
He and his family reside in a very attractive home on
Central Avenue.
He has served as county commissioner of Neosho County, is an active democrat, a
member of the Catholic Church; of St. Paul Council
No. 760, Knights of Columbus; of Vulcan Lodge No.
29, Ancient Order of United Workmen, at St. Paul,
and has always been generous of his time and energies in behalf of any enterprise promising benefit to
the community.
On April 25, 1893, at St. Paul, Mr. O 'Bryan married Miss Grace May, daughter of William and Mary
Jane (Rodman) May. Her parents are both deceased.
Her father was one of the early merchants at Osage
Mission, along in the '70s, and subsequently became
a banker. Mr. and Mrs. O 'Bryan have a most happy
and charming household, and eleven children have been
born to their marriage.
Frank, born February 19,
1894, is a farmer on a place adjoining St. Paul. Edward, born March 8, 1896, is a dealer in live stock.
Paul, bom July 28, 1898, assists his father.
Alice,
born November 1, 1900, is attending St. Francis
School.
Ruth, born January 12, 1902, is also in St.
Francis School, and the younger children, several of
whom have already heguu their education, are as
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William, born September 9, 1904; Joseph,
born March 9, 1907; Charles, born December 27,
1909;
Thomas, born March 3, 1911; Grace, born August 28,
1912; and John, born January 20, 1914.
follows:

When Calvin L. Long came to
thirty-seven years ago he found
himself associated with th« very early pioneers, and
is one of the residents of that
county who have
witnessed practically every phase of development
and progress. Mr. Long is one of the oldest men in
the real estate business at Ooffeyville, and his reputation as a reliable dealer and man of unusual judgment and experience in that line has been in full
proportion to his years of activity.
Calvin L. Long.

Montgomery County

Born in Delaware County, Indiana, July 12, 1852,
he grew up on a farm, attended country schools,
spent two years in Ridgeville College, a Baptist institution at Ridgeville, Indiana, and in 1871 entered
the Northern Indiana Normal School at Valparaiso,
where he took both the teachers' training course
and a business course, graduating in 1873. Meanwhile he had begun his work as a teacher, which he
followed for a number of years.
As teacher he
faced the scholars of a country school in Delaware
County for the first time on December 4, 1869. Altogether he taught eight years in Delaware County.
He was then in the stock business and farming from
1879 until 1882.

Coming
ville little

Montgomery County he found Coffeymore than a frontier village and market

to

town for cattle men, with perhaps 1,000 inhabitants. For the first two years he was in the
livery
business. Mr. Long opened the first skating rink at
in
1884.
That
was
when
the roller skatCoffeyville

He conducted
ing craze first struck the country.
that about two years, and was also in the grain and
feed business for a similar time. He early became
associated with politics in Montgomery County, and
in the early days was candidate for district clerk
with three rivals for the same otEce.
It was on January 1, 1888, that Mr.
Long opened
his office to handle real estate. His first office wag at
the corner of Union and Eighth streets, but he now
has his headquarters in the Odd Fellows Building.
In the meantime he has acquired some very extensive
properties of his own, and has handled some of the
largest real estate transactions in the city and in
Montgomery and surrounding counties. He handles
city property, farm lands in Kansas and neighboring
states, and has sold a number of business buildings.
He owns his present residence at 509 West Ninth
Street, also his old home at 511 on the same street,
has another residence property at 504 West Twelfth
Street, and interests in other houses, and also in a
fruit

farm

in California.

Politically he has always acted with the
lican party.
He served on the city council
years, was city treasurer four years, justice
peace five years, and was once nominated for

repubseveral
of the

mayor.

At that time the people's party was in the ascendency in Kansas, and he was therefore defeated. He
was a member of the old board of trade organization,
and has served as secretary of the present Commercial Club. On December 25, 1877, in Wheeling,
Indiana, Mr. Long joined the Methodist Church, and
has always been closely identified with that society.
In 1876 he became a member of New Cumberland
Lodge of Odd Fellows in Indiana, and is now a member of Star Lodge No. 117, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows at Coffeyville, which he has served as

KANSAS AND KANSANS

1920

noble grand, and is past chief patriarch and member
of tlie board of trustees of Gate City Encampment
No. 80. For many years he has been affiliated with
Coffeyville Lodge No. 279, Ancient Order of United
Workmen of which he is past master workman.

On February 16, 1887, at Coffeyville Mr. Long
married Miss Alice C. Irvin, who was born in Hancock County, Illinois, in 1858 and died at Coffeyville
May 19, 191.5. Her parents were Samuel and MarHer father was
garet Irvin, both now deceased.
an early settler at Coffeyville and a wagon maker
by trade. Mr. Long has one child, Glenna M., who
was born at Coffeyville December 7, 1892, is a graduate of the eighth grade of the Coffeyville public
schools, now lives with her father, and has been
connected with "The Earth" printing office.
Mr. Long has an interesting ancestry. In the
paternal line his people were of Scotch origin, and
located in Pennsylvania during colonial times. His
grandfather, Robert Long, was born in York County,
Pennsylvania, July 1, 1779, and died in Delaware
County, Indiana, March 6, 1852, at the age of seventy-two years, eight months, five days. He was
reared in York County, then moved to Bourbon
County, Kentucky, later to Ohio, and was married
in Butler County of the latter state January 10,
She was born in Augusta
1805, to Jane Cartmil.
County, Virginia, April 19, 1780, and died in Delaware County, Indiana, June 1.3, 1852, aged seventytwo years one month twelve days. She was killed in
a runaway accident.
Soon after their marriage
Kobert Long and vrife moved to Delaware County,
Indiana.
That was before the county was organIn
ized, and while Indiana was still a territory.
fact the Indians were the chief inhabitants of that
district, and the original Long home was one of the
few outposts along the frontier and a number of
years passed before settlers had become so numerous as to constitute a complete defense and protection against the red men.
Robert Long was a
sterling ]>ioneer character, and in the early days of
Eastern Indiana he made his home a station on
the underground railroad and aided many a slave
who escaped from the South to Canada. He was a
whig, and was a member of the Christian Church.
He and his wife were the parents of the following
children: Joel, who was a farmer and died in
Delaware County, Indiana; Simeon and Austin, both
of whom were Delaware County farmers; John C,
mentioned below; Lucinda, who died in Delaware
County, the wife of Amos Wilson, a minister of
the Christian Church, now deceased: Charlotte, who
died in Delaware County, the wife of Mr. McLaughlin, a farmer also deceased; Mrs. Brandt, who died
in Delaware County, where her husband was a
merchant.
John C. Long, father of the Coffeyville citizen, was
born in Clinton County, Ohio, ifay 9. 1S20, and was
a child when his parents moved to Delaware
County,
Indiana. He lived in Delaware County the prreater
of
his
and
died
there
life,
part
August 16, 1892. He
was a practical farmer, and in the early days went
into the green woods along the Mississinewa River
and cleared up a homestead of IfiO acres. There he
spent the rest of his days, and enioyed a gratifying
prosperity. When he began voting it was to favor
the whig party, and he later became a republican.
He was also a deacon in the Christian Church.
Ruth Caroline Cox who became the wife of .John
C. Long; represented a colonial family
early established in Tennessee.
Her father, Isaac Cox, was
.

born in Tennessee in 1796, and died in Delaware
County, Indiana, in 1876. He was reared and married in Tennessee, moved from that state to Ohio,
and later to Delaware County, Indiana, during the
early '50s. He entered a tract of land in Delaware
County through the Fort Wayne land office. He was
a whig and member of the I'resbyterian Church, and
had served a.s a soldier in the War of 1812. Isaac
Cox married Mary Helm, a native of Tennessee, who
died in Delaware County, Indiana. Their children
were: Sarah Ann, who married Mr. Lansing, and
both are now deceased, their home having been on
a farm in Delaware County and later in Porter
County, Indiana; Jane married William Adsit, both
now deceased, and they w'ere farmers in Delaware
County and later in Iroquois County, Illinois; Eliza
married Doctor Helm, a prominent early physician
and surgeon at Muucie, Indiana; Joanna married
Isaac Sleeth, a Delaware County farmer, and both
iire now deceased; the fifth in age was Mrs. John C.
Long; William was a farmer and stockman and died
in Delaware County, Indiana.
Mrs. John C. Long was born in Washington
County, Tennessee, January 13, 1827, and died in
Delaware County, Indiana," in 1895. She was the
mother of the following children: William A., a
farmer and stockman it Dewey, Oklahoma; Calvin
L.; Robert S., a farmer and stockman in Delaware
County, Indiana; Jennie, deceased wife of Leonard
Roderick, a farmer in Delaware County.

Samuel Morse Porter. The career of Samuel
Morse Porter is largely identified with the history of
Caney, and no record of either man or community
would be complete without

full mention of both.
A
resident of this locality since 1881, and of the
city
itself since 1896, he has seen the little town
grow
and develop to substantial proportions, and may

take a proprietor's pride in this advancement, for
it has been a
With his own
part of his life work.
hands he has aided in the building up of what promises to be an important center of commercial and
industrial activity; his faith in it has been
strong
from the first. Mr. Porter is one of the best known
business men of Caney, where he has large
moneyed
interests.
At the age of sixty-seven years he is
in
mind
than
most
men
of
stronger
fifty, and intensely acute and active in all the cares of business
life.
The success which he has achieved as lawyer,
legislator, railroad builder and financier should be a
spur to the ambition of every boy in the country.
Mr. Porter was born at Metamora, Lapeer County,
Michigan, December 14, 1849, and is a son of Moses
Green and Maria M. (Morse) Porter. His paternal
grandfather was Moses Porter, a native of near Bristol, England, whence he emigrated to America prior
to the Revolutionary war, settling in Ontario
County,
New York. He participated in the winning of American independence, serving seven years in the patriot
army, during six years of which time he was on the
staff of Gen. George Washington, and when the
struggle was closed returned to his Ontario County
farm and lived in peace until his death.
Moses Green Porter was born in 1819 on his
father's farm in Ontario County, New
York, was
there reared and educated, and .is a young man removed to Metamora, Michigan, where he was married.
Shortly after the birth of his son, Samuel M., he went
to Oakland County, Michigan, where he settled as a
pioneer on a now farm, and after clearing it from
the timber engaged in agricultural pursuits. He met
his death in a runaway accident at Walled
Lake, in
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Mr. Porter was one of the strong men of his
day and locality. First a whig and later a republican, he took an active part in political affairs, and
at various times held local offices, among them those
He was a
of supervisor and justice of the peace.
devout member of the Baptist Church, of which he
was a deacon for many years, and belonged to the
Union League and to several clulis which had their
1884.

inception in the feeling that arose on issues identified
Mr. Porter married Maria M.
with the Civil war.
Morse, who was born in 1818, in Cortland County,
New York, and who died at Walled Lake, Michigan,
Their children were as follows: John Albert,
in 1896.
is engaged in farming at Wixon, Oakland County,
Michigan; Samuel Morse, of this review; Edward W.,
who is a prominent practicing attorney of Bay City,
Michigan; and Sarah, wlio is the wife of Homer Chapman and resides on the old home farm in Oakland
County, Michigan.
Samuel Morse Porter attended the district school
in the vicinity of his home in' Oakland County, Michigan, and, after graduation from the Northville Union

who

High School, enrolled as a student

at Hillsdale College,

where he pursued an academic course for two years.
In the meantime, to add to his income, he had spent

three winters in teaching in the country schools. He
was graduated from tlie law school of the University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, in the class of 1874,
receiving the degree of Bachelor of Laws, under
the late President James B. Angell, who died in
1916. At the time of his graduation, Mr. Porter commenced practicing law at Saginaw, Michigan, and continued to be so engaged there until 1881, when, recognizing the possibilities and opportunities of the West,
he made his way to four miles east of Caney, then in

Indian Territory, and settled on a new farm. This he
developed into a handsome and valuable property, and
in the meantime he practiced his profession in his
community, handling many cases of importance
among the early white settlers here. In 1896 Mr.
Porter came to Caney to establish his permanent residence, and here his name has since been identified
with many of the most important enterprises which
the city has known.
Mr. Porter is associated in business with a number of large corporations, being counsel for a number of gas, oil and glass and brick industries.
He
maintains well-appointed offices in the Porter Building, which he erected, owns a fine modern brick residence on Fourth Avenue, lias three business blocks
and a number of city lots on that thoroughfare, and
is the owner of a farm of 182 acres 2^/4 miles east
of Caney, another property of 142 acres 1% miles
further east, and eighty acres of good laud seven
miles northeast of Caney.
As a promoter and builder of railroads Mr. Porter
has done much for Caney and the surrounding counHe is president of the Kansas & Oklahoma
try.
Southern R.ailway Company, now in course of construction, which will open up new country in Oklahoma to the south and southwest of Caney; and,

assisted by Jacob H. Parties, for whom Bartlesville,
Oklahoma, was named, built the Bartlesville branch
of the Santa Fe Railroad, running from Havana to
Tulsa.
He was also president of the Caney Glass
Company, vice president of the Caney Gas Company
and of the Caney Gas, Oil and Mining Company, and
was
of
the
Brick
formerly
president
Caney
Company.
A republican in polities, Mr. Porter's first official
position was that of city attorney of Caney. In 1908
lie was elected a meiiiber of the Kansas State
Senate,
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and

in that body demonstrated the possession of
He was chairman of the
great legislative ability.
oil and gas committee and a member of the judiciary
and other important committees, and at all times was
very active in behalf of the interests of his constituents.
He introduced state refinery legislation and
other important bills, but the work which showed to
the fullest extent his abilities was that connected
with railroad legislation, this including the two-cent
fare bill and the general supervision of railroads.
This latter, which was the real start of the public
utilities control of railroads, has been called the best
bill the State of Kansas ever had passed, and as one
of the framers of the law Mr. Porter is entitled to
the gratitude of the public.
Mr. Porter is a member of the Presbyterian Church
and has been generous in his support of its movements. In the line of his profession he belongs to
the Montgomery County Bar Association, the Kansas State Bar Association and the American Bar
Association.
He is a leading Odd Fellow and
Pythian Knight, and stands high in Masonry, being
a member of Caney Lodge No. 324, Ancient Free

and Accepted Masons; Caney Chapter No. 90, Royal
Arch Masons, both of Caney, and St. Bernard's
Commandery No. 10, Knights Templar, at Independence.
In 1874, at Walled Lake, Michigan, Mr. Porter
was united in marriage with Miss Susie Hoyt, a
daughter of the late Dr. J. M. Hoyt, a physician
of that place, now deceased.
Mrs. Porter died at

Walled Lake in 1878, leaving two children: May,
who married E. C. Johns, of Detroit, Michigan, a
farmer who is also connected with the United States
postal service; and Grace, who married J. W. Dodge,
owner of the Dodge Electrical Company, of Tulsa,
Oklahoma. In 1884, at Caney, Kansas, Mr. Porter
married Miss Elthea Smith, daughter of the late
David H. Smith, who at the time of his death was a
retired farmer of Caney. Mrs. Porter is the executrix
of her father's estate and is the owner of a business
block and several residence properties at Caney.
Mr. and Mrs. Porter have had the following children George F., a graduate of Missouri University
Medical College, and now a practicing physician and
surgeon of Caney; Margaret, a gradu.ite of Caney*
High School, and formerly the wife of .T. T. Jaynes;
:

Lucinda, who
cashier of the

is

the wife of H. V. Bolinger, .assistant
National Bank of Caney.

Home

Joseph Henry Hoopingarner has for twenty-five
years been identified with the Methodist Conference
in Kansas, thouq-h fie has not spent all of that time
in the active ministry.
He is a large property owner
and is now pastor of the leading church at Baxter
Springs.
He comes of a very interesting family of pioneers
in Southeastern Kansas.
Rev. Mr. Hoopingarner
himself was born in Crawford County, Kansas, AprU
3, 1871, only a few years after the real settlement of
that region began. His ancestry goes back to Wuertemberg, Germany, where his great-gi'andfather Coonrad Hoopingarner was born. Coonrad and a brother
came to America, and while the brother settled in
Ohio, Coonrad located in Indiana, near Terre Haute.
,Iohn Hoopingarner, grandfather of Rev. Mr. Hoopingarner, was born in Indiana, spent his life as a
farmer in tli.at state, and died near Terre Haute.
James Patterson Hoopingarner was the pioneer in
Southeastern Kansas.
He was born near Terre
Haute, Indiana, August 31, 1826, was reared and
married in Illinois, and for a number of years was
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a pilot on the Mississippi River being a contemporary
It was in
in that occupation with Mark Twain.
1856 that he came to Kansas locatiii<j on the "XeuHe
tral Strip" in what is now Crawford County.
was one of the pioneers who settled there by arrangement with the Indian owners, and his homestead
He remained
comprised a quarter section of land.
there during the troubles which beset the settlers of
the Neutral Strip, also through the war, and was
an active farmer until 1903, when he retired and was
living at Arcadia when he died in June, 1909. During
the war he was a member of the Kansas State Guard
under Captain Coffman, and took the field when
lie
Price made his raids on Missouri and Kansas.
was an active democrat and a loyal supporter of the
Christian Church.

While a pilot on the Mississippi Biver he was
married at Piasa, on the Illinois side of that river,
She was born at Piasa,
to Sarah Ellen Sherman.
Illinois, in November, 1837, and is still living in her
She was the
eightieth year with home at Arcadia.
mother of seven children: Sarah Jane, who lives on
her farm near Goodnight, Oklahoma, the widow of
Micha<>l Stufflebeam, who was a farmer; Mary Paulina, who died near Goodnight, Oklahoma, the wife
of Seymour Marshall, a farmer in Oklahoma; James
Louis a farmer near Oaks, Oklahoma; Eliza Ellen,
wife of A. J. Sheffield, a retired farmer at Arcadia,
Kansas; Ida Viola, wife of Thomas B. Basham, a
retired farmer at Arcadia; Joseph Henry; and Nellie
Irene, wife of Leonard West, a farmer near Tryon,
Oklahoma.
Joseph Henry Hoopingarner spent his early life
in Crawford County, attended the public schools
there, and lived on his father's farm until he was
twenty-sLx years of age. The year 1891-92 he spent
in Baker University, and in 1892 did his first work
He preached one year at
in the Methodist ministry.
Stark, Kansas, and following that was again on the
home farm for two years. He next took the three
year course in the old Kansas Normal College at Fort
Scott and followed that with another year on the
farm.
Mr. Hoopingarner was pastor at Scammon,
Kansas, a year and at Gridley, Kansas, two years.
Then came another period of three years spent on
In 1903, removing to Kansas City, Mis'the farm.
souri, Mr. Hoopingarner engaged in the life insurance
business five years and for two years was a piano
In 1910 he returned to Arcadia to settle
salesman.
up his father's estate, and that having been satisfactorily completed he reentered the ministry in 1912.
For two years he was stationed at LaCygne, Kansas,
and in 1914 took charge of the Methodist Church
at Barter Springs.
Besides his share of the old homestead in Crawford County, Mr. Hoopingarner has 200 acres of
He is a very
land in Ottawa County, Oklahoma.
progressive and loyal citizen and lends his support
He is a member of
to every community enterprise.
the Baiton Springs Commercial Club, of the Fraternal Aid Union, is a democrat, and is affiliated with
Arcadia Lodge No. 329, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, and with Valley of Topeka Consistory No.
1 of the Scottish Rite bodies.

In 1904 at Kansas City, Missouri, Mr. HoopinShe
garner married Mrs. Effie D. (Wcrts) Kiser.
died at Kansas City in 1910, leaving one daughter,
In
Jessie Marie, who was born June 22, 1905.
November, 1911, at Arcadia, K.ansas, Mr. Hoopingarner married Miss Caroline May Wilkinson
daughter of William and Rosa (H.aynes) Wilkinson.
Her mother is now deceased and her father a miner.

at Coalvale, Kansas.
Mr. and Mrs. Hoopingarner have one child, Rosemary Ellen, born August
lives

8,

1916.

WiLLi.\M E. Adamsox has been a resident of Southeastern Kansas for thirty years, and his career in

Neosho County has been marked by splendid service
rendered as an educator and also as a civil engineer.
For many years he has filled the office of county surveyor, and is still engaged in the official duties of that

home at Erie.
The Adamson family originated

position with

in England, and this
branch settled in Virginia in colonial days. Others of
the family also located in Pennsylvania. His grandfatlier, Simon Adamson, was born in Virginia in 1763,
and became one of the pioneer settlers of Western
Indiana. He was a farmer in that state and he also
saw some active service in the Indian border wars.
His death occurred at Terrc Haute, Indiana, in 1838.
Simon R. Adamson, father of William E.. was born
at Economy, Indiana, in 1830. In 1834, when the son
Simon was four years of age, the family moved to
Illinois, near Paris, and Simon .-Vdamson was fourteen
when he left there and returned to Economy, Indiana.
He was married in his native town, learned the trade
of hatter, but gave mo.st of his time to farming. He
was among the early settlers of Neosho County, Kansas, where he arrived in 1883, buying a farm of 160

That farm is now owned
Simon R. Adamson died in
by his son William.
Neosho County in 1906. He was a veteran of the
Civil war, having enlisted in 1862 in the Sixty-ninth
Indiana Regiment of Infantry. After fourteen months
of service he was mustered out on account of disaIn the meantime he had participated in part
bility.
of the siege of Vicksburg under Sherman and at Richmond, Kentucky, ho had been captured by Gen. Kirby
Smith, but was afterwards paroled and exchanged.
He was a member of the Grange while living in Indiana, was also affiliated with the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, was a republican and had been
brought up in the faith of the Quaker Oiurch by his
Simon R. Adamson married Elizabeth .1.
parents.
Starbuck, who was born at Economy, Indiana, in 1828,
and died on the old farm in Neosho County in 1904.
Lydia Alice was their oldest child and she died in
infancy. William E. .\damson was the second of their
Sarah E., who now lives at Eugene. Orefive children.
gon, is the widow of John W. Gwinn, who served as a
soldier in the Civil war and afterwards was a carpenLillie A. married Cyrus A. Gwinn, a brother of
ter.
.Tohn W. Gwinn, just mentioned, and they live at
Salem, Oregon. Mr. Gwinn being a retired farmer.
acres five miles east of Erie.

Charles A. died when four years of age.
William E. Adamson was born at Economy in
Wayne County, Indiana, March 5, 1855. He cjevr up
in that district, which was largely composed of thrifty
He attende<i public
settlers of the Quaker religion.
school at Economy, graduated from high school, and
was then appointed to a cadetship in West Point Military Academy, where he remained two years, but left
After rein the spring of 1876 before graduating.
turning from the military academy he took up teaching in Indiana, and in 1886 came to Neosho County,
where he continued his work in the schoolroom. Altogether Mr. .Vdamson tauglit for twenty-seven years.
He had received a thorough training in civil engineering while at West Point, and he has practiced in that
Since 1906 his home has been at
line for many years.
For upwards of twenty years he has been
Erie.
closely connected with the office of county surveyor.
He was first elected county surveyor in 1899, serving

PUBLIC

UhKkM

j.ZIiSilJ^l'^'f-DATrONS

KANSAS AND KANSANS
two terms or five years. The two following years were
he was again elected for
spent as deputy surveyor and
two successive terms or four years. Then came another interim in which he was a deputy, and in 1914
was elected to the office and is still serving.
He has also prospered in a material way. Besides
the old homestead which he owns he owns his home on
Neosho Street, another dwelling house in Erie, and a
tract of sis acres adjoining the tovm.
Mr. Adamson is a republican, and is a deacon and
member of the Christian Church. Fraternally he is
affiliated with Erie Camp No. 1101, Modern Woodmen
of America, with Kansas Fraternal Citizens, with the
Anti-Horse Thief Association, and he belonged to the

Grange while living in Indiana.
In 1881, at Richmond, Indiana, he married Miss
Her parents, James and Mary
Lizzie E. Dunham.

now deceased, her father
(Austin") Dunham, are both
having been a cabinetmaker.
Mr. and Mrs. Adamson have reared six children who
do them credit, and most of them are highly educated
and have been successful as teachers. The oldest,
Louie, died in infancy. Charles R. Adamson, who was
graduated from the State Normal School at Emporia
in 1911 and is now a member of the senior class in
the Agricultural College at Manhattan, lives at Erie
and is a teacher. Jennie E., who lives with her parents, and teaches at St. Paul, Kansas, is a graduate
of the Erie High School and has attended the State
Normal Schoof at Emporia. Virginia M., also a
teacher at Erie, is a graduate of the local high school,
holds a state teacher's certificate and is a member of
the senior class in the State Normal at Emporia.
Nellie D., a graduate of the Erie High School and of
the Emporia Normal, is a teacher at Muskogee, Oklahoma. Grace M., who graduated from the Erie High
Ethel
School, married H. J. Sis, a jeweler at Erie.
A., who taught two years in Walnut, Kansas, is now a
senior in the State Normal at Emporia.

Fr.\nk McClellan. After many years employed
as an educator in Kansas, Frank McClellan turned
his attention to business affairs at Coffeyville, and
now has one of the leading offices there for insurance

and loans.
His birthplace was Bedford, Pennsylvania, where
he was born January 21, 1S60. His grandfather,
Abraham McClellan, was born in Edinburgh, Scotland,
in 1798, came to the United States when a young
man, becoming a farmer and stock raiser in Pennsyl-

vania. He died at Rainsburg, Pennsylvania, in 1883.
On account of his service in the state militia he was

Captain
familiarly known as Captain McClellan.
McClellan married Elizabeth Morgan, who was born
near Everett, Pennsylvania, in 1801, and died near
Rainsburg in 1884.
William D. McClellan, father of Frank, was born
at Bedford, Pennsylvania, in 1834, was reared and
married there, and spent all his active career as a
farmer and stock raiser. For a long time he specialIn 1875 he moved to
ized in Shorthorn cattle.
Alaska, West Virginia, and died there in 1877. He
was a democrat in politics. William D. McClellan
married Sarah A. Kerr, w-ho was born at Everett,
Pennsylvania, in 1842, and died at Kansas City,
Kansas, February 3, 1915. She too was of Revolutionary stock. William D. McClellan and wife had
the following children: Frank: William E., who was
a music dealer and died in 1887 at Butler, Missouri;
James B., whose whereabouts have been unknown to
his family for the past fifteen years: Clarence P., a
foreman of bridge construction living at Nevada,
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Missouri; and Robert K., a farmer near Bonner
Springs, Kansas.
Frank McClellan was educated in the schools at
Rainsburg, Pennsylvania, graduated in 1875 from
Allegheny Seminary, and then took up his career as
a teacher iof two years in the country schools. In
1884 he graduated from Shenandoah College of Middletown, Virginia, and in the following year reached
»
Kansas.
In this state he has had his home for over thirty
years, and fully half of that time was devoted to
His first location was Winfield, and
school work.
for two years he was superintendent of schools at
Geuda Springs, then at Pleasanton four years, at
Garnett five years, and at Coffeyville two years. Mr.
McClellan has lived at Coffeyville since June, 1897,
and after leaving school work was in the hardware
business three years, was connected with a foundry
and machine concern for two years, and for another

two years was auditor of the Coffeyville Vitrified
Brick and Tile Company. Since then he has given
all his time to the insurance and loan business with
offices at 820 Walnut Street.
Since coming to Coffeyville Mr. McClellan has
identified himself with all those movements and organizations that best represent the civic and social
He is a member of the
life of the community.
Commercial Club, is a republican, Presbyterian, and
is affiliated with Coffeyville Lodge No. 102, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, Coffeyville Chapter No.
89, Royal Arch Jlasons, Lochinvar Commandery No.
52, Knights Templar, and also belongs to Camp No.
665, Modern Woodmen of America, Lodge No. 279,
Ancient Order of United Workmen, Lodge No. 775,
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and the
Anti-Horse Thief Association.
In 1887 at Warrensburg, Missouri, Mr. McClellan
married Miss Margaret Sparks, a daughter of A. B.
and Clarissa Sparks. Her father was a farmer, now
deceased, and her mother resides at Holden, Missouri.
Mr. and Mrs. McClellan have one daughter. Bee, who
is a young woman of musical talent and training,
being a graduate of Oswego College in 1906, and a
graduate in music in 1910 from Bethany College at
Lindsborg. She now has charge of the musical department of New Jersev Aeademv located at Logan,
Utah.

Frank Winfred Shelton, M.

D. One of the instiwhich serve to give metropolitan character
City of Independence is the Independence
Hospital, the founder and builder of which was Dr.
Frank Winfred Shelton, one of the most prominent
surgeons of Southern Kansas.
Doctor Shelton built this institution in 1906. It
is situated on a commanding site at 706 South Fifth
Street and in equipment and service, considering its
accommodations, it is one of the best hospitals in the
Besides the hospital building proper. Doctor
state.
tutions
to the

Shelton erected a special building to serve as nurses'
dormitory, storerooms, laundry and other purposes.
The Independence Hospital is an incorporated institution, with Doctor Shelton as president, while the
late R. S. Litchfield was viee president, George
Gilmore is secretary and treasurer, Mrs. Doctor
Shelton is a director, and another director was E. P.
The hospital has accomAllen, who recently died.
modations for twenty patients and there is a staff
of eight regular nurses and a training school for
nurses is maintained. To this hospital come patients
from a radius of 100 miles about Independence and
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many

of them

ticularly Tulsa

come from points
ami Muskogee.

in

Oklahoma,

i)ar-

Several generations of the Sheltou family have
been identilied with Kansas. Doctor Shclton's family
in
originated
Kngland, located in Virginia in
times, and many of the laiyily are still
His grandfather,
the State of Missouri.
Klias Shelton, was born in Virginia in 1796 and
He made
died in Wilson County, Kansas, in 1888.
his home in Missouri until the death of his wife, and
then lived retired at the home of his daughter, Mrs.

Colonial

found

in

Lydia Willimns,

in

Wilson County, Kansas.

He was

successful as a farmer and stock raiser. Although an
old man at tlie time, he possessed such a rugged
constitution that he was acceijted for service in the
Civil war, going out with a jlissouri regiment, and
in one battle he received a gunshot wound in the
After the war he returne<l to Cass County,
leg.
The youngest
Missouri, and lived near Lone Jack.
of his children and the only son still living is
Stephen Shelton, father of Doctor Sheltou. Stephen
Shelton 's sister, Lydia Williams, the only other
member of the family still living, is the wife of
John Williams, and they were substantial farming
people of Wilson County, Kansas, just west of
Chanute, but now live retired in Chanute.

Doctor Shelton was born in Miami County, Kansas,
7, 1876, on his father's farm.
Stephen Shelton,
his father, was born in Cass County, Missouri, in
in
in a Misand
1862
enlisted
1846, grew up there,
souri regiment on the Union side, serving until tlie
close of the war.
He was once taken prisoner, but
was soon released or escaped, and rejoined his command. Soon after the war he pioneered to Kansas,
becoming a farmer and stock raiser in Miami County.
In 1882 he removed to Wilson County, but in 1896
returned to Miami County and since 1906 has been
retired from active business cares and lives in I'aola.
He has been quite intiuential in local affairs, has
filled several township offices as a re])ublican, and is
an active member and deacon of the Baptist Church.
The maiden name of his wife was Marilda Hinds,
who was born in Illinois in 1856. Their children are:
Archie, who is now register of deeds of Miami
County, living at Paola; Dr. Frank W. Ollie, who
(lied in 1903 in Miami County, was the wife of
William Goebel, manager of the plant of the Uncle
Sam Oil Company at Kansas City, Kansas, and a
son of P. W. Ooeliel of Kansas City; Ora is the
wife of Eugene Hunt, a clerk in a real estate office
at Kansas City, Missouri; Nell, who died June,
1913, as the wife of Don Brown, a furniture dealer
at Paola, Kansas; Luetta, deputy register of deeds
at Paola; and I'almer, a member of the senior class
of the Paola High School.
Prank Winfrecl Shelton gained a liberal education,
[nirtly through the advantages furnished him liy his
father and also by such means as he earned through
his work as a teacher.
He attended the public
schools in Wilson and Miami counties, graduating
from the high school at Louisburg in Miami County
in 1895, and for two years was a student in the
Kansas State Normal at Emporia. While attending
the Normal and afterwards he sjient four years as a
In 1899 Doctor Shelton
teacher in Miami County.
entered the Kansas City Medical College, now the
medical department of Kansas ITniversity, ami graduated M. D. with the class of 1904.
During that
year he went East and took special work in bacteriology in Cornell University, ami in 191.") he did
post-graduate work in the New York Post-Graduate
School.
While at Kansas City Medical College he

May

;

was in St. Joseph's Hosjiifal three years, and during
two of those years was house surgeon, an erijerience
which gave him special opportunities at that stage in
career for the practice of general surgery, and
did much to develop a skill which has subsequently
characterized his active ])ractice. Doctor Shelton has
been in practice at Independence since 1905, and in
the following year he established the Independence
He is a member of the County and State
Hos|)ital.
Medical societies and the American Medical Associahis

tion.

Doctor Shelton is a republican, is a
the f'resbyterian Church, belongs to the
Independence Country Club, and is affiliated with
Fortitude Lodge No. 107, Ancient Free and Accei)ted
Masons, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
No. 780, Lodge No. 69, Indei)endent Order of Odd
Fellows, the local camp of the Modern Woodmen of
America, and the Fraternal Aid.
At Independence, Missouri, in 1904, he married
Miss Violetta Gilman, daughter of John and Sallie
Gilman. Her father is now deceased and her mother
resides in Independence, Kansas.
There are two
Frank W., Jr., born February 3, 1906,
children:
Politically

member of

attending public schools; and Gilman, born September 14, 1910.

Charles Owen. The production of oil and gas
forms one of the most important industries in the
State of Kansas.
It is not only a source of great
wealth, but at the same time serves as a medium of
employment for a great many men and a means of
livelihood for a great number of dependent families.
In this respect Montgomery County is one of the
busiest and most productive jiortions of the st.ate.
The cultivation of its fertile farms and the operation of its almost inexhaustible gas and oil wells
go hand in hand to make it one of the prime conthe bountiful prosperity of a great
supervise all the details of the working
of one of the concerns engaged in the production of
oil and gas requires a man of more than ordinary
tributors
region.

to

To

energy, sound judgment and thorough knowledge,
and such an individual is Charles Owen, president
of the Caney Pipe Line Company, and one of the
best known figures in oil and gas circles of Southern Kansas and Oklahoma.
Mr. Owen was born at Lynchburg, Campbell
County, Virginia, in February, 1870, and is a son
of Dr. William O. Owen.
His father was born at
Lynchburg, in 1820, was educated for the medical
profession, graduated from the College of Physicians
and Surgeons, New York City, and for many years
was engaged in practice at liis native place. During
the entire period of the Civil war he acted as senior
surgeon of the medical corps of the Confederate
At Lynchburg after the war
hospitals in Virginia.
he continued to follow his profession until his death,
in 1891.
The imjiression seems well founded that
among the sturdy upbuilders of the State of Kansas
such accessories as ancestors or family traditions
There is
count for little as a community asset.
something about the jirairies that makes a man

want to rely upon himself, to develop his latent
Howtalents and to draw upon his innate resources.
ever, no class of men arc more appreciative of honorable forebears, and in this connection Mr. Owen is
The Owen family can not only be
no exception.
traced back to the earliest times in American history,
but also in England, where it originated, for some
Colonial Virginia was the home of its
generations.
early members, and a number bearing the name
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fought as soldiers in the Continental army during
Ou his mother's side of the
fievolutionary war.
back to t\ie Cherofamily Mr. Owen traces the line
a full-blooded memkees, one of his ancestors being

ber of

tliat

tribe

who

visited

England and received

honors at the hands of King George the Second. Mr.
Owen, however, has never made a display of his anof his origin, he believes
cestry, for, while proud
that what a man is and does for himself is the best
evidence of manhood, particularly in a comparatively
new state like Kansas.
The early education of Mr. Owen came from the
schools of his native place, following which
public
he enrolled

as a pupil at Lynchburg College, and
was duly graduated therefrom. In 1899 he turned
his face toward the West in search of position and
of
fortune, and eventually located on the prairies
Oklahoma, where he embarked in business as the
he continued
proprietor of a ranch. In this direction
with a fair measure of success for something more

than four years, when, recognizing the trend of the
times and hearing the knock of opportunity, he enIn 1904 he came to Caney
tered the oil business.
and this place has since been the center of his activities and here he has developed into one of the leading
oil and gas producers in the Kansas and Oklahoma
An indication of the extent of Mr. Owen 's
fields.
activities, is found in the fact that he was recently
granted a lease on 165,7G0 acres of gas lands in the
Osage Indian Nation, Oklahoma, the lease, granted
by the Osage Council, being subsequently approveil
by the Secretary of the Interior, at Washington,
In 1912 Mr. Owen became
District of Columbia.

prime mover in the organization of the Caney
Pipe Line Company, of which he has since been

the

president, the other ofBcials lieing G. W. Connelly,
vice president, and W. H. Edgrett, secretary and
The company, which is
treasurer, both of Caney.
capitalized at $10,000, supplies gas for industrial
and domestic service at Caney and the immediate

Mr. Owen has various otlicr
He is president of the Owen
business interests.
Zinc Company, which established a three-block smelter in the northern part of Caney in 191.!, and of
which 6. W. Connelly is vice president. The company was organized for the manufacture of spelter,
the raw material coming from all quarters of the
United States, while the finished product is shipped
Mr. Owen is also secretary of
all over the world.
the Connelly Glass Company, of which (i. W. Connelly is president and A. Loriaux, vice president, and
the factory of which was established at Caney in 1914.
This a plant of thirty shops, manufacturing window
glass, with its market in all parts of the country
to the north and west of Caney. Mr. Owen maintains
his business headquarters in the office of the Caney
surrounding territory.

Pipe

Line

Company,

on

Fourth

Avenue.

He

is

as a progressive, enterprising man of business,
quick and accurate in his .iudgment and possessing
a full measure of tactful discretion, one upon whom
He
his associates may rely in matters of im])ortance.
has been the luiilder of his own fortune and his
business activities have served to materially aid in

known

the development of the natural resources of the community which he has adopted as his home. Politically
he is indejiendent, and business cares have thus far

demanded

his attention to the exclusion of participation in ])nblic matters, but he takes a lively interest in everything that promises to affect his communHis religious connection is with the Episcopal
ity.
Church.
In fraternal affairs he affiliates with the
lodges of the Masonic order and the Elks.
Vol.
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Mr. Owen was married in 1904, at Nowata, Oklahoma, to Miss Pauline Webb, daughter of the late
Hon. George W. Webb, who for some years was a
judge of Galena, Kansas.

W. A. Blaik, editor and projirietor of the Oswego
Independent, has had a long and successful experience in Kansas journalism, has owned several papers
in the southeastern jiart of the state, and has always
been a live and vigorous citizen and for four years
was county clerk of Labette County.
He is a native Kansan, having been born in Washington County January 30, 1879. His paternal ancesHis grandfather Andrew Blair was
tors were Irish.
born in County Antrim, Ireland, and spent his life
For many years he was engaged in the limethere.
stone industry and also owned a large amount of
He was the father of thirteen children altoTwo of his daughters came to America and
gether.
both are married, one living in Nebraska and another
near Cliicago. One son, James, came to this country
at the age of forty-five and now resides on a farm

land.

near Chicago.

David Blair, the father of W. A. Blair, was born
He came to
County Antrim, Ireland, in 1849.
America about 1866, landing in New York City and
going west to Ohio. He lived on farms in the vicinity
of Sandusky until 1869 anil in that year came out to
Kansas and was one of the homesteaders in WashHe proved up on his claim of a
ington County.
quarter section, subsequently sold it and in 1888
moved to Labette County, where he bought 160 acres.
He finally sold that tract, and at the present time
is living at Edna in Labette County, and owns many
broad acres, most of them in this county. Since 1910

in

he has been in the lumlier business at Edna assoMr. Justice organized the
ciated with J. C. Justice.
Citizens State Bank of Edna, and David Blair was
one of its original stockliolilers. He is a highly successful business man and has always been influential
in civic matters.
He has held various township
offices, is a' republican, was i-eared a Presbyterian,
and has been devoted to the Masonic Order, having
served as master of Edna Lodge for at least twentymember of the Modern Woodmen of America. David
Blair married Luella Phillips, who was born at
Upper Sandusky, Ohio, in 18.56. Their children are:
Anna, wife of H. W. Burgess, who is a business man
at Edna; W. A.; R. C. Blair, a druggist at Mound
Valley, Kansas; D. F. Blair, of Seattle, Washington; Ruby, wife of R. T. McGee, Jr., a general merchant at Edna, Kansas; and Vivian who is unmarried and resides with her parents.

Mr. W. A. Blair received his early education in
the public schools of Labette County, and has
lived here chiefly since he was nine years of age.
He graduated in 1899 from the Labette County
High School at Altamont. He had some experience
as a teacher himself, having taught for one term in
His chief work,
District No. 97 of Labette County.
however, has been journalism. He bought and conducted until December, 1904, the Edna Enterprise,
and in the meantime established another paper at
Coweta, Okfahoma. On January 1, 1905, he leased
the plant and moved to Oswetro to accept the place
He filled that position four
of deputy county clerk.
years and was then elected county clerk of Labette
Mr. Blair gave a most creditable adminisCounty.
In Sei)tember, 191.3, he
tration for four years.
in

bought the Oswego Independent, and has given all
his time and energy to its management since that
date.
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Independent was established June
by B. F. MoGill, and witli nearly fortyyears of existence it is one of the very old and

The Oswego
22,
five

1872,

It is
papers in Southeastern Kansas.
has circulation in Labette and surrounding counties, and ])olitically is a republican
organ. Mr. Blair owns the well equipped office and

influential

issued

weekly,

He also owns his
plant at .309 Commercial Street.
home at 523 Michigan Street in Oswego.
Mr. Blair is jiresident of the Oswego Fellowship
Club, a flourishing organization for the betterment
of the town whicli was founded by a Presbyterian
minister in 1909. Politically he is a republican and
is a member of the school board.
Fraternally he is
affiliated with Edna Lodge No. 345, Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons, is past higli priest of Oswego Chapter

No.

15,

Royal Arch Masons, and

is

past eminent

commander of Oswego Commandery No.

7,

Knights

also belongs to Camp No. 164, Modof America at Edna.
ern
At St. Louis, Missouri, September 16, 1903, Mr.
Blair married Miss Mabel Preston, daughter of W.
E. and Rose (Iligginson) Preston. Both her parents
are now deceased and her father was a music teacher
bv profession. Mr. and Mrs. Blair have five children:

He
Woodmen

Templar.

Therese, boru February 18, 1905; Robert, born

29,

born

May

Clarice, born October 20, 1908; Fredah,
November 19, 1913; and Billv Bryce, born

1906;

February

28, 1915.

Alfred Quikct Wooster. At some time in the life
of almost every normal American boy there comes a
longing for a "printing outfit." It is a temporary
phase of youth. Sometimes it is satisfied by an indulgent parent who buys a toy press and font of type
and the production of a few ink smeared cards is
about as far as the son usually gets in mastering the
Other boys satisfy themselves with
printing trade.
work around a real printing office, as a devil, and
from this class is recruited some of the real editors
and printers of the country.
In the case of Alfred Quincy Wooster, now editor
and proprietor of the Erie Sentinel, his youthful experience in mastering the printing trade at home
turned him to a permanent career. He had spent his
He was well eduearly life on an Iowa stock farm.
Then in
cated, and taught school for a few terms.
1883 he secured the equipment of a job press and
some type and other appliances, and nt his father's
liome in the country, lie issued his first threecolunm
folio newspaper, the first copy being dated October
18, 1883. January 16, 1884, his paper was enlarged to
a six-column quarto and in October, 1887, the size
was increased to a seven-column paper. By 1889 there
was a circulation of 2,500. Quoting from an old history of Monona County, Iowa, "it was an ably edited,
cleanly printed and tastily dressed journal, a credit
to the owner and the town."
All this early experience of Mr, Wooster as a newsl>aper man was in or near the Town of Mapleton, Iowa.
From Mapleton he removed to Sioux City, Iowa, in

1890, and there had something approaching a metroThere he
politan exchange in the newspaper field.
published the Liberty Bell, a union labor paper, for
two years. The Liberty Bell was then consolidated
with the old Tribune at Des Moines, and given the

new name. The Farmers' Tribune. Mr. Wooster was
its managing editor for two years, during the campaign of 1892. April 1, 1894, he took an interest in
The Farmer and Miner at Oskaloosa, Iowa, and one
year later bought the paper and changed the name to
the Oskaloosa Journal, with a .weekly issue. In 1897

started the Oskaloosa Daily Journal. Mr. Wooster
was proprietor of both the Daily and Weekly until
December 1, 1904.
In the meantime he had studied law and was admitted to the Iowa bar January 17, 1900.
He had
carried on his law studies over a period of a number
lie

of years. After 1904 he gave his entire time to his
practice and to the real estate business. It was failing
health that caused him to leave his profession and for
two years he lived as much as possible out of doors,
engaged in mechanical employment and in the building
trades.
In June,

having recovered his health, Mr.
Kansas and bought the Erie Sentinel.
He is its proprietor and editor today, having as
The Erie 'Sentinel was
partner his son, Lester A.
established in 1883 as the Neosho County Democrat.
Its first home was at Osage Mission, now St. Paul.
When Erie was made the county seat of Neosho County
the jiajier was moved to Erie and
subsequently changed
1907,

Wooster came

to

its n.ame to the present form.
It is a jiaper supporting the democratic policies and is issued both daily and
weekly, the daily having been established July 1, 1909.
It is one of the leading papers of Southeastern Kansas, and circulates all over Neosho and surrounding

counties.

While Mr. Wooster has had a very successful career
he undoubtedly owes much to the influences that surrounded him as a boy and especially to the fine character of his fatlier.
His father, Quincy A. Wooster,
was born September 4, 1839, in West Burke, Caledonia
County. Vermont, a son of John and Fanny R. (StebHis grandparents were natives of
bins) Wooster.
Vermont and Connecticut respectively. John Wooster
was a Congregational minister, though in the intervals
of that occupation followed farming.
He made his

home

Vermont and New Hampshire until
His wife died at West Burke, Vermont,
February 26, 1888, at the age of eighty-four.
Tliird in a family of four children, Quincy A.
Wooster had an excellent education, both in the common schools and in an academy. From early boyhood
he was a student of books and newspapers, and always
kept well posted on the topics of the day and was an
largely in

his death.

original thinker as well. He could form" his own conelusions and his career throughout shows an independence and sense of responsibility which make him
a type of American citizenship to be admired. At
the age of eighteen, after the custom of the time, he
was "given his time" by his father, and the following three or four years were spent in the lumber
woods of the State of Maine. There he applied himself to the hea^'y task of the old-time
lumbering inIn the summer of I860 he started for the
dustry.
Far West. Minnesota at that time was on the frontier of civilization, and locating in Fillmore
County he
helped make a farm out of the hare prairie. He'was
living there during the period of the Civil war.
In
the Indian uprisings that began in 1862 and cul
niinated in one of the greatest massacres that have
stained the annals of the West, Quincy A. Wooster
volunteered his service and was a member of a volunteer company gathered from Winnebago
City, Madelia,

South Bend and Mankato and did his part in defend-

ing the settlements.
In the spring of 1865 he removed to Iowa,
Ipcating
in Monona County and taking
up a claim on section 6
of Maple Township. He was a rugged
pioneer, accus

tomcd to hardships, and in his early years he could
perform the heaviest tasks of physic'al'labor. By his
own labor he opened up three farms from the 'wild
jirairie, and his later years were spent in the ciiltiva-
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tiou anil the care of some fine livestock on his beautiful farm of some 446 acres in Maple Township of
Monona County. On his first claim in that county he
about thirtv acres and built a home, but in
broke

up

1867 he sold that and bouglit and iruproved a farm
now in the soutli half of section 12 in the same townfrom Iowa and went to the
ship. In 1892 he removed
Gulf coast country of Southern Texas. His place of
not far
settlement, five miles due north of LaPorte,
from Houston, Texas, is called Wooster, the postoffice
he
having been named in his honor. In that locality
in the spring of 1908.
spent his last years and died
man not only
Quincy A. Wooster was a remarkable
for his material achievements but for his mental vigor
and his civic leadership. For many years he was
In 1872, the
aflaiiated with the republican pf.rty.
for presiyear that Horace Greeley was a candidate
dent and during the liberal republican mcn-ement, he
followed the fortunes of the great editor, and in 1876
and in 1880 he was a prominent supporter of the
of
greenback party, working earnestly for the election
both Peter Cooper and James B. Weaver. In 1884 he
was a delegate to the Chicago Convention that nominated Benjamin F. Butler for president. He became
movement in
closely identified with the union labor
Monona County, Iowa, and was a delegate to various
In the fall of
state conventions at different times.
1879 he received the nomination of the greenback convention for member of the Legislature, and though
at
defeated, he had the satisfaction of reducing by
least 50 per cent the normal majority against the
ticket. In his home county he held the office of county
board for two
supervisor, and was chairman of the

all the oflSces in Maple Townwas connected with the People's
Press at Majdeton. Fraternally he was affiliated with
Amicable Lodge No. 289, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons at Smithland, Iowa: with Gem City Assembly
No. 10,029, Knights of Labor at Mapleton.
On October .5, 1862, Quincy A. Wooster married
Miss Catherine M. Monroe, who was born in Bradford
She was the
County, Pennsylvania, July 1, 1839.
daughter of John M. and Eoxy (Willis) Monroe, who
were both natives of New York State and were marFrom New York the Monroe
ried July 28, 1833.
family removed to Bradford County, Pennsylvania,
and in the spring of 18.52 settled in Fillmore County,
Minnesota, where John M. Monroe and his wife died.
The children 'of Quincy A. Wooster and wife were:
Alfred Quincy, the first in age. Fremont M., born

years and
ship.

For

filled

nearly

a time he

26, 1866, is still living at Mapleton, Iowa. Nellie
M., born October 7, 1867, twice a widow and now
resides at Long Beach, California; her first husband
was Grant Gallup, a farmer, and her second was
Dr. Charles Wheeler, a physician of Blencoe, Iowa.
Levi F., born June 5, 1869, is proprietor of a transfer
business at Corvallis, Oregon. George C, born May
Ida .T., born
9, 1871, is a farmer at Molalla, Oregon.
August 31, 1872, is the wife of W. J. Slireckengaust.
a carpenter at Houston, Texas. Fanny R., born April
2, 1874, is the wife of Steve Steinman, a farmer living
at "Erie, Kansas. John L., born February 6, 1876, is a

May

Dora E., born Ap>ril 14,
at Molalla, Oregon.
1878, died at Houston, Texas, in 1906, the wife of
George E. Eichmond, who lives at Houston, and is an
all around mechanic, machinist, electrician and inMartin E., born February 11, 1884, died in
ventor.
1896. Ellen M., born May 1, 1889," died .July 24, 1889.
Alfred Quincy Wooster was born while his parents
farmer

were living

Fillmore County, Minnesota, on June
still an infant when they moved to
summer of 186.5 and his youth was spent

in

He was

14, 1863.
Iowa in the

1927

on his father's pioneer farm in Maple Township. He
learned a great deal about farming as a boy and that
knowledge has never entirely- left him. He attended
the common schools, and before reaching the age of
In the fall of
eighteen had taught several" terms.
1882 he entered the Southern Iowa Normal School
and Business College at Bloomfield, and was graduated
Then folin the commercial course March 22, 1883.
lowed a brief term of teaching, after vdoich he got
into the newspaper business in the maimer already
described.

Mr. Wooster is an active democrat, was his party
nominee for the Legislature in Neosho County in 1914,
and in 1916 was nominated for the State Senate to
represent Neosho and Wilson counties. He was chairman of the democratic county central committee from
1908 until the fall of 1914 and in 1912 was presidential elector for Wilson. While living at Mapleton,
Iowa, he served as town clerk. Mr. Wooster owns the
building at the corner of First and Main streets in
Erie, where his newspaper plant is located, and also
his residence on North Main Street.
Fraternally he
is a member of Erie Lodge No. 109, Knights of
Pythias; and Mapleton Division No. 33 of the Uniform Rank Knights of Pythias. He is past noble
grand of Erie Lodge No. 44, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, past consul of Erie Camp No. 1101,
Modern Woodmen of America, and belongs to the
Kansas Fraternal Citizens, the Anti-Horse Thief Association and to the Printers Union.
On December 9, 1883, only a few weeks after he
had made his pioneer adventure as a journalist, Mr.
Wooster was married at the residence of J. W. HaU
Mrs.
in Monroe County, Iowa, to Miss Lucy Cox.
Wooster was born in Putnam County, Missouri, February 19, 1860, a daughter of S. G. and Clarissa (CofHer parents were both natives of Kenfern) Cox.
tucky, were married in Missouri in the spring of 1857,
moved to Monroe County in 1864, and five years later
went to Appanoose County, Iowa, living at Moravia.
Mrs. Wooster 's mother died in Appanoose County
and her father at Bentonville, Arkansas.
Mrs. Wooster, who was the youngest in a family of
'

seven children, laid the foundation of her education
common schools of Appanoose County and finished with two terms in the Southern Iowa Normal
School and Business College, wdiere her husband also
Prior to her marriage she
comjileted his education.
taught several terms of district school. Mr. and Mrs.
Wooster have five children. The first child died unnamed a few days after its birth, September 19, 1885.
Vera Anna, born January 1, 1888, is the wife of P. A.
Rettig, superintendent of an oil company at Chan.ute,
Kansas. Lester A. was born November 26, 1890. He
attended the public schools, also the high school at
Oskaloosa, Iowa, and was graduated from the Erie
High School in Kansas in 1909. Since leaving school
he has been in business with his father and assists in
bringing out the Erie Sentinel every day and week.
He is a member of the Knights of Pythias, the
Modern Woodmen of America, the Order of Praetorians, the O. M. B. A., and tlie Mystic Workers.
Lester Wooster married Anna M. Gardner, who comes
of a family of Crawford County, Kansas, pioneers, but
she was living at Ejie jirior to her marriage.
Her
jiarents were Henry and Sarah E. (Crosby) Gardner,
iier fatlu^r having come to Crawford County, Kansas,
when the Indians were still there, and he preempted
Both her i)arents are
a farm of Government land.
now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Lester Wooster have
four children:
Alfred Eugene, born September 5,
1909; Homer Lee, born November 27, 1911; Anita

in the
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Ellen,

January

1)0111

November

8,

1913; ami Lester Arnold, born

29, 1916.

is

two youngest childroii of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred
Wooster are:
Berniee, who died in infancy in
1896; and Gladys June, who was born June 28, 1898,
and is still in school.
Tlie

Q.

Emil Kuder, M. D., is a man of distinction not only
on account Of his long practice for over thirty years
in Kansas but also for his tliorough scholarship and
the varied experiences and associations of his career.
He is a product of the best technical and university
training of Germany, and prepared for the practice
of medicine and surgery under some of the greatest
masters of those subjects in Europe, before coining
to America.
He was born at Stuttgart, Germany, August .SI,
1851. His father, Joseph Kuder, was born ill 1S09
at Eslengen, Germany, and died in 1874 at the manufacturing Village of Gmund in Wuertemberg, not
far from Stuttgart.
Joseph Kuder w:i.s a soMier,
and for forty-two years was a member of the regular
army of his native Ivingdom or of the German EmAt liis ileath he ranked as colonel in the Thirpire.
teenth Regiment. He served actively in the War of
1866 against Austria andWas in the Franco-Prussian
war of 1S70-71. I'olonel Kudor married Magdalene
Nagel, who was born at Gmund in Wuertemberg in
and died there

in 1864.
child of his parents. Dr. Emil Kuder had
the best of advantages both at home and in (Jerman
He atteiuled the public
schools and institutions.
schools, the Lenten School, and prepared for college
in the Real School, which would correspond to an
American manual training school. He then entered

1809,

The only

Tuebingen I'niversity, where he was graduated in
1876 with No. 1 A degree, one of the highest degrees
in medicine and surgery.
This required a seven
years' course. In the meantime during 1870-71 he
had. fought with the armies of the Empire through

member of the One
Hundred and Twentieth Regiment of Infantry. For
two years he attended the clinics of the famous

the Franco-Prussian war, as a

Doctor MuUer at Stuttgart, and had his first individual experience in jiractice in that German city.
Doctor Kuder came to America in 1879. For two
years he was located in practice at Philadelphia and
for another two years at Hazelton, Pennsylvania.
Following that came a year at Williamsport, Pennsylvania, and since 188.3 he has been a Kansan. He
practiced at Wichita until 1S9.3, and since then has
been a resident of Coffeyville, where he has enjoyed
a 8y)ecial prestige as a jihysician and surgeon.
His
offices are in the Carey Building at the corner of
Ninth and Walnut streets. He is an active member
of the Montgomery County Medical Society.
Doctor Kuder has for the past twenty-three y^ars
been a member of Star Lodge No. 117, Independent
Order of Oild Fellows, belongs to the Patriarchs
Militant, Canton No. 114, and is captain of the
Military Rank of Odd Fellows and assistant surgeon for the State of Kansas. His religious affiliation is with the German Lutheran Church, and politically he is independent, formerly having supported
the democratic and for the last two elections the
republican ticket.

Doctor Kuder

home

is at
116 West Seventh
In 1881 at Hazelton, Penn
Her
sylvania. he married Miss Elizabeth Wagner.
father, Fred Wagner, was a shoemaker and died in
1881. Doctor and Mrs. Kuder are the parents of six

Street in

's

Coffeyville.

who was born

in Wichita in 1884 and
with the Missouri Pacific Railway
at Wichita; Eugene, born in 1S87 at Wichita, a druggist at Parsons, Kansas: Katy, who was born at
Wichita in 1889, married Freil Bixler, a merchant,
and both arc now deceaseil Fannie, born at (,'offey\ ille in 1S92, is the wife of William
Conner, a painter
and decorator living at Okanogan in the State of
Washington: Julia, born at Coffeyville in 1898 and
still at home; and Fern, born in 1902, and with his

children: Freil,

now

coiinecteil

;

brother Eugene in Parsons.

George H. Wark. who has been in the practice
of law at Caney for the past thirteen years, and in
the fall of 1916 was elected a member of the State
Senate, is a native of Montgomery County, where
his father established a home about the time the
Indians moved out of the country into Indian Territory.

The substantial ancestry of which he is a representative was from Scotland and was transplanted
to the American colonies, living in New York State
and afterwards
Wark was born

Pennsylvania. Grandfather William
County, Pennsylvania, in
1808.
In his early years he became a settler in
Stark County, Ohio, and from there moved to Indiana.
He was a farmer and did in Owen County, Indiana,
in 186ii.
His wife, Margaret Sweeney, was born in
Ohio.
Of their marriage there are three children
still living:
Samuel, a retired farmer in Washington state; Luther, who was a pioneer homesteader
in Thomas County, Kansas, where he is now a stockin;in and farmer; and Lizzie, wife of Louis Norman,
a wagonmaker at Emporia, Kansas.
Of those now
deceased besides the father of Senator Wark: George,
who died at Spencer, Indiana, in 191.5, was a lawyer;
Aaron and John were farmers; Margaret, who died
ill
Brazil, Indiana, in 1914, married Mr. Travis, a
mercliaiit,

who

in

in .\llegheny

is

also deceased.

George H. Wark was horn on a farm near Liberty,
Montgomery County, Kansas, December 19, 1878.
His father, Emanuel M. W'ark, was born near Canton,
Ohio, in 1842 and was twelve years of age when

moved to Owen County. Indiana.
reared there and in 1862 enlisted from Owen
He served
County in the Sixth Indiana Cavalry.
In
over three years until the close of hostilities.
the Army of the Cumberland he fought at Cliattaiiooga, through the Atlant:i campaign and the battles around Atlanta, and was then sent with General
his parents in 18.54

He was

Thomas' army

into

Tennessee, com|)leting his army

.service in the concpiest of the Mississippi Valley
He
in the battles of Nashville and Franklin.

and
was

nearly every engagement in which his regiment
was engaged. With the close of the war he returned
to Indiana, where he married, and lived as a farmer
He then removed to the
in Owen County until 1868.
in

vicinity of Sterli;ig, Whiteside County, Illinois, but
iu the spring of 1870 arrived in Southeastern Kansas
and was among the very first to locate permanently

Montgomery County.' .lust before he arrived the
O.sage Treaty had been consummated, but the lands
had not yet been officially surveyed Viy the Governnii'iit.
E. M. Wark came to Kansas in typical pioneer
type. He drove a )irairie schooner and in establishing
his home contended with all the usual hardshins that
The old
the olil-time Kansas fanner had to meet.
homestead is situated three miles west of Liberty.
The late E. M. Wark, who died at Independence
June 24, 1915, was a republican, was a member of
the Modern Woodmen of America and for a number
in
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of years was active in politics.

His widow, who

trade.

is

living at Inilepentleuce, was Lydia Lonjj before
her marriage, and was born in Owen County, Indiana,
in 1846.
Her children are May. wife of T. W.
Hurst, in the milling business at Yates Center, KanMarien E., wife of E. J. Jones, a
sas; (ieorge H.
;

farmer and stockman near Independence; and Neleah,
who lives with her mother and is a stenograjihcr and
bookkeeper.
George H. Wark grew up in Montgomery C^ounty
on the old farm, attended the district schools, and
in 1900 graduated as a member of the first class to
complete the course in the Montgomery County High
School at Independence. From high school he entered
the University of Kansas, and from that institution
took his degree LL. B. in 190:i.
Mr. Wark is a
member of the Phi Delta Phi honorary Greek letter

In October, 1903, a few months after leaving law
school, he established his office at Caney, and since
then has been making a name and reputation for
himself as an able lawyer, both in the civil and

criminal branches of practice.
Beinc so close to
the Oklahoma line he has handled much litigation
in Oklalioma as well as in Kansas.
His offices are
in the Porter Building, and he resides at the Palace
Hotel.
Mr. Wark owns some land in Oklahoma and some
real estate at Caney, but has made his profession
less a means for accumulating money than for renHe has served as
dering service to his fellow men.
president of the Montgomery County Bar Association, and was the first member of the Alumni Association of the Montgomery County High School to
be elected a member of its board of trustees.
For
the past eight years he has lieen city attorney of
Caney, and has also held a commission in the Kansas
National Guard, being first lieutenant of the company
from Caney.
Very recently he has been commissioned captain in command of Company D, Third
He entered the
Infantry, Kansas National Guard.
field of state politics in 1916, when he became a candidate for the State Senate to represent the Twelth
Senatorial District. He is an active rejiublican, is a
member of the Presbyterian Church, and is a prominent fraternity man, being afiSliated with Caney

Lodge No. :!24, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
Caney Chapter No. 90, Royal Arch Masons; Coffeyville Commandery, Knights Temjilar; Mirzah
Temple
of the Mystic Shrine; the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows; Lodge No. 16U, Ancient Order of United
Workmen; Camp No. 941, Modern Woodmen of
America, and is exalted ruler of Lodge No. 1215,
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, all at
Caney. He is a member of the Havana Country Club
and belongs to the Kansas Historical Society.

Elmer

The Liggett family came from Scotland and settled
The father William
Virginia in colonial days.
He married
Liggett was born in Virginia in 1808.
his first wife there, and then moved to
Pennsylvania,
where he married his second wife, the mother of
Doctor Liggett. William Liggett was a cooper l)y
in

to

;

in

-

929

near Marysville, Ohio, in
Illinois, where he was engaged in farming, and the winter of 1865-66 he spent
at Olathe, Kansas, and from there moved to Paola,
where he continued farming.
On January 4, 1870,
he moved to Chetopa and in 1872 to a farm near that
town.
He finally retired to a town resi<lence at
Chetopa in 1882, and died there the following year
in 1883,
He was one of the very early settlers in
Southeastern Kansas and altogether was quite successful as a farmer and reared and provided for a
He was a republican and
large family of children.
an elder in the United Presbyterian Church. His first
wife whom he married in Virginia had three children John, Alfred and Sarah, all of whom are now
deceased. In September, 1843, William Liggett married at Marysville, Ohio, Jane M. Henderson. Doctor
Liggett may well take pride in the many sterling
She was born at Punxsuijiialities of his mother.
tawney, Pennsylvania, May 13, 1816, and died at
Denver, Colorado, February 18, 1916, aged ninetynine years nine months five days.
Her intellect and
qualities of heart and mind were equal to her physical
For seventy-five years she was a member of
vigor.
the United Presbyterian Church.
She was well eilueated and even to the last years continued to read a
varied literature and kept in close touch with current
affairs.
She had a remarkable memory, and in the
closing years of her life could recount in detail many
She was
things that happened ninety years ago.
nearly ten years of age when the first railroad was
in
constructed
the United States and when the Erie
Canal opened the first important highway to the west
from the eastern colonies. She was a mature woman
when the telegraph was invented, had completed the
half century mark about the close of the Civil war,
and lived on to witness the remarkable achievements
of the last half century in the field of electricity and
many other maivels. A few days before her death
she told about the (ihenomenal fall of stars which
occurred in 1833, and which she and her sister had
witnessed at their home in Pennsylvania.
She was
descended from a fine old Scotch family, including
the first Earls of Caithness and Fife.
Some of her
forefathers had participated as soldiers in the war
for American independence, one of her brothers was
a major in the Mexican war, and her son Robert
Seldon was a soldier in the Civil war and her stepson Alfred also particiimted in that struggle.
She
was the mother of the following children: Anna A.,
who died in 1872 at the age of twenty-eight, the
wife of George Elliott, who is also deceased and who
was a farmer Robert S. who is a market gardener
living at Joplin, Missouri; Virginia V., of Denver,
Colorado, the widow of .J. P. DeJarnette, a harness
dealer by trade; Nina, who died in the Park Avenue
hotel fire in that city in 1908, unmarried; Wilbur T.,
who is a physician and surgeon, a graduate of the
College of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk, Iowa,
with the class of 1887, and now engaged in practice
at Goldfield, Nevada; Vashti E., who is unmarried
and lives in Denver, Colorado; Georgia M., wife of
Edwin C. Allen, a traveling salesman with home at
Denver; and Dr. Elmer E., who is the eighth and
youngest of his mother's children.
Doctor Liggett 's earliest memories and associations are iilentified with the State of Kansas.
He
began attending public school at Paola, then a district school near Chetopa, and for two years was
The first eighteen
in the high school at Chetopa.
years of his life he spent on his father's farm. For
two years he operated a well drill. With his ambition set upon me<licine lie entered the College of
finally

:

fraternity.

E. Liggett, M. D.
Doctor Liggett 's place
the medical profession of Labette County is not
due only to his more than thirty years of active
practice there, but also to many enviable (pialities
of heart and mind and the possession of splendiil
skill and a wide range of
experience both as a physician and surgeon.
As a surgeon he is regarded as
one of the most competent in Southeastern Kansas.
Most of his life has been spent in Kansas, though
he was born near Marysville, Ohio, March 22, 1861.

He

moved

186:!

still

1

settled

Monmouth,

KANSAS AND KANSAXS

19:W

and Surgeons at Kookuk, Iowa, where
Do<tor Liggett has
M. D. in 1884.
never allowcil himself to grow stale in a profesPhvsioiaiis

he'grailuateii

He

been a constant reader of
the liest staniiaril literature and has accepted all the
opportunities to lienefit l>y liroader associations with
In 1893 he receircd a
his fellow i>ractitionors.
second diploma after a course of work in the Bellevue Hos|iit;il .Mi.lical CoUoire of New York City. He
spent parts of the years 1904 and 190.') specializing
in the New York Post-Graduatc School.
ill surgery
sional

routine.

has

"

He began practice at Oswego in 1884, and since
then for a jieriod of thirty-two consecutive years
has carried on his duties as a professional man and
His offices are in the Concitizen in that locality.
don State Hank Building. He is an active member
of the Latiette I'ounty and State Medical societies,
the Southeast District Medical Society, the American Medical .\ssociation and the Medical Association of the Southwest.
Besides his home on Michigan Street and Second
Avenue Doctor Liggett owns a fine farm of 200 acres
He is a member of the
in Cherokee County, Kansas.
Good Fellowship Club and the Cooperative Club of
Oswego, belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church
and is affiliated with Camp No. 23, Modern Woodmen of America, and with the Ancient Order of
United Workmen at Oswego.
In 1887 at Oswego he married Mrs. Mary (Parsons) Maynard, widow of Cyrus Maynard, who was
Mrs. Liggett was born in
a merchant in Oswego.
Indiana, and by her first marriage ha-s a daughter
Margaret, now the wife of W. P. Farley, a stockman
Doctor and Mrs. Liggett have
li^^ng at Oswego.
one child, Ruth Ellsworth, who is a graduate of the
Oswego College for Young Women and lives at home.
Wii.Li.\M C. Cecil, M. D. A really successful merchant, doctor, lawyer or farmer is the man who en.ioys
a just and adequate compensation for important servIt is that kind of
ice rendered in his particular field.
success which is enjoyed by Dr. William C. Cecil of
He was the ])ioneer doctor in that
Stark, Kansas.
commimity and for thirty years has given his services
to rich and poor, and especially in the early days at
the cost of much physical hardsliip to himself.
Doctor Cecil is descended from a notable American
There is a county back in Maryland named
family.
The
Cecil, and his ancestors furnished that name.
Cecils were originally English people, and a branch of
them came over to Maryland at the time of Lord
Baltimore, the founder of the colony. Doctor Cecil 's

with Sherman on the glorious march to the sea. After
the war he returned to Illinois and died at Plymouth,

Reuben Cecil married Frances
in 1906.
She was born in 1830, and died at ColReuben
chester, Hancock County, Illinois, in 1911.
Cecil and wife had nine children.
Henry A., the
oldest, who was a farmer and died in McDonough
County, Illinois, enlisted when very young in 1861 in
the Sevcnty-scconil
Illinois
Infantry and served
throughout the war, jiarticipating in thirty odd battles, was once wounded, and was with Sherman in the
-Vtlanta campaign and march to the sea. had served
with (irant at Shiloh and Vicksburg, and made an
that

state,

Fortner.

enviable record as a lighting soldier.
Margaret, the
ne.xt in age, died in Hancock County, Illinois, the wife
of Wilburn M'clton, who is now a farmer at CreeksThe third in age is Doctor Cecil.
villc, Missouri.
Thomas L. is a carpenter and contractor at Bazinc,
Kansas. Sarah married Dr. V. P. Stookey, a physician
and surgeon at Cohhester, Illinois. Louisa .lane is
the wife of William Shanks, a farmer in Wisconsin.
A. W. Cecil is a hardware merchant at Elmwood, Kansas.
Perry is a truck gardener at Mannette, State of
Washington. Ella is the wife of Grant Jeffreys, a
farmer and rancher in Nebraska. Dr. William C. Cecil was born at Plymouth, Hancock County, Illinois, November lo, 1850.
Most of
his early eilucation was acquired in the public .schools
of McDonough County, Illinois, and the first twenty
years of his life were spent on his father's farm. He
has had a great variety of experience, including three
years of jiractical farming in Hancock County. While
farming he took up the study of medicine, and afterwanis attended lectures in the Eclectic Medical Institute of Ciiuinnati, where he was awarded his degree
Doctor of Medicine in 1875. Ho at once began private
practice, but in 1878 returned to his alma mater for
post-graduate work, specializing in di.seases of women

and children.
His first practice was done at Basco in Hancock
County, Illinois. In 1879 he removed to Kansas, and
was in practice at Morrill in Brown County, until 1888.
Since that year, almost thirty years ago. Doctor Cecil
has served the community at Stark, where he was the
first permanent ]ihysician, and where he has always
enjoyed a laigc medical anil surgical practice. He
owns his office building on Main Street, also his home
in the south part of town, and has ten acres of land
just outside the corporate limits where he indulges
his fancy as a small farmer.
Doctor Cecil has been too busy with his professional

distillery in

interests to jiermit the intrusion of politics. However,
while in Brown Cnnnty he served on the school board
and is a republican voter. He is a member of the
County and State Medical societies, and belongs to
Viririnia Lodge No. 31:). .-Vncient Free and Accepted
Masons at S.avonburg. Kansas, and is a member of

nearly past military age, he enlisted for service in
the Forty-seventh Illinois Infantry and remained in
the army until the close of hostilities. He participated

Fort Scott Consistory No. 4, of the Scottish Rite body.
Doctor Cecil has been twice married. In 1868 in
Hancock County, Illinois, he married Miss Sarah E.
Robinson.
They shared their joys and sorrows together for thirty-six years, until lier death at Stark,
Kansas, in 1904". On' May lo. 1912, at Erie, Kansas,
Doctor Cecil married Miss Nell Rumbeck, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. George Rumbeck, who are farming people in .Mien Countv, Kansas.
By his fi''st marriage
Doctor Cecil had three children. Lena, who died at
the age of thirty-five in 1904, married Charles Barnes,
who is also deceased and who was a railroad telegraph
The two sons are both
operator and station agent.
railroad men. Ralph is a conductor for the Missouri,
K;insas & Texas Railway, living at Parsons, and Hugh,

grandfather, William Cecil, was born in Cecil County,
Maryland, moved from there to North Carolina, and
died about 1S2S when his son Reuben was six months
This (irandfather Cecil at one time owned a
old.

North Carolina.
Reuben Cecil, father of Doctor Cecil, was born in
North Carolina in 1828. His early years were spent
near High Point, North Carolina, and at the age of
twenty he came west and found a home in Hancock
He was married there, and for
County, Illinois.
many years followed the trade of blacksmith, and was
a citizen of much influence in the coinnninity.
He
held the offices of townshi]i clerk and township treasurer and nearly all the other local responsibilities. He
wa.s one of the leaders in the T'nited Brethren Church
in that county.
Though coming from the South he
was a pronounced T'nion man, and in 1804, though
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lives at Stark, is also

connected with the Missouri,

Kansas & Texas.

John Kossuth Beatty. Before the Indians had
been completely removed from Southeastern Kansas

the line into what is now Oklahoma, the
Beatty family established its residence in Montgomery County. It is an old and honored name in this
It is probable that John K.
section of the state.
Beatty, a prominent real estate man of Coffeyville,
is the oldest native of Montgomery County still living who has spent his entire active career within the
limits of that civil division.
To speak of him as
being the oldest native son is by no means to credit
him with age, since Mr. Beatty is barely in the prime
of his active career, and only recently passed his
But forty-five is a long time
forty-fifth birthday.
in the history of snch a new country as Southeastern
Kansas.
His family has an interesting record of participaacross

tion in the frontier activities of several American
states. His grandfather, Walter Beatty, was born of
Scotch-Irish ancestry near Nish in Ireland in 1799.
When past middle age in 1850 he brought his family
to America and settled in Ohio, and from there a

few years

later

He was

moved

to

Lynn County, Iowa, near

both a farmer and a minister of the
Methodist Church.
His death occurred in Lynn
County, Iowa, in 1877. Walter Beatty married Annie
Armstrong, who was born in Ireland and died in
Lynn County, Iowa. Their children were: Charles,
who was a farmer and stock man and died in Benton
County, Iowa, having married Mary McAlester, and
two of his brothers also married McAlester sisters;
Palo.

Adam, who

is the pioneer Kansan of the family,
was the father of John K. Beatty; John, who never
married and died on the old home farm in Lynn
County, Iowa, February 11, 1916, at the age of
eighty; James, who died in Benton County, Iowa,
where he was a farmer and stock man, and married
Ellen McAlester; Annie, who died on the old farm in

County, Iowa, unmarried.
In the next generation comes Adam Beatty, who
was born in March, 18.33, in Ireland and was about
seventeen years of age when his parents came to
Iowa and settled in Ohio. In 18.55 he moved out to
Lynn County, Iowa, was just entering upon his vigorous young majority at the time and able to take an
active part in the pioneer work of farming in the
new state. In 1864 Adam Beatty came to Kansas,
settling first at Ottawa, and in 1868 going to Montgomery County. He was one of the pioneer cattlemen and farmers of this section, and his operations
extended across the line into Indian Territory. Later
he bought the old homestead farm, iti miles southeast of Coffeyville, comprising 120 acres.
This was
subsequently increased to 410 acres, and he also
owned 200 acres four miles southwest of Coffeyville.
All this land is still a part of his estate. He died on
his farm 21/. miles southeast of Coffeyville
February
Some of his land was also platted as the
15, 1911.
in
addition
the
north
of
Beatty
part
Coffeyville, and
he acquired some valuable holdings there.
Adam
had
the
character
and
Beatty
personality of a true
His
extensive
business
interests naturally
pioneer.
made him a man of prominence, but he exercised
less
influence
as
a
citizen.
He was distinhardly
guished by strict and regular habits, by wholesouled
and hearty participation in any line of business he
undertook, and also by a striking generosity which
led him to loan his money freely to less fortunate
L,\-nn

1931

men, and he lost many large sums by such liberality.
At one time he operated 2,000 acres of ranch lanii
in CJklahoma, and grazed 3,000 head of cattle.
It
is said that he employed more men in the cattle business than any other individual of
Montgomery
County. Without having any particular membership
in a church, he was a devout Christian with the soul
of morality, and his integrity was never questioned.

He

took a great deal of interest in political affairs.
Originally a republican, he aligned himself with
the greenback movement, afterwards with the labor
party, at another time with the people 's party, and
then became an independent voter. He was one of
the first trustees of the Montgomery County High
School.
Fraternally he was a member of the Masonic order. During the Civil war he enlisted from
Iowa in Company
of an Iowa Regiment of Infantry and served one year until discharged on account
of disability.
While Adam Beatty had attended
school only thirty days, he passed among his fellowmen as a person of thorough education, and this was
due to the fact that he was almost constantly a
student and read widely in the general field of

H

literature.

Adam
was born

Beatty married Margaret McAlester, who

in Ireland in 1846, and came to the United
States with her parents when she was eleven years
of age. The family first settled in Coshocton County,
Ohio, and afterwards moved to Iowa, where she and
two of her sisters became wives of three of the
Beatty brothers. She died on the old farm near
Coffeyville July 17, 1914. Her children were: James
Lincoln, who was born at Ottawa, Kansas, and is
now a merchant and live stock dealer at Talala, Oklahoma; Ella, who died at Ottawa, Kansas, at the
age of two vears; Theresa, who was born at Ottawa
and is the wife of Robert Pine, living" on a farm four
miles south of Coffeyville; John K., who together
with all the younger children, was born on the home
farm near Coffeyville; Charles W., who is in the cattle business and lives at Coffeyville; Amanda, a
teacher by profession with home at Coffeyville;
Mary, who is unmarried ami resides on the old home
place; Annie, who died at the age of four years;
Addie, wife of Fred W. Moore, a merchant at Coffeyville; Alsonette, who lives with her brother
Charles; and three who died in infancy.
John Kossuth Beatty was born on the Beatty
homestead, 2V4 miles southeast of Coffeyville, January 1, 1871, being born on New Year's Day, which
was Sunday. Reared at home, he spent the first
thirty-live years of his life with his parents, and
in the meantime attended a public school and the
On May 6, 1906, Mr.
Coffeyville High School.
Beatty moved to Coffeyville and established an office
for dealing in real estate.
While he has handled
extensive tracts on his own account, he has also built
up a brokerage business that in volume of sales is
one of the largest concerns of its kind in this section
of the state.
He handles both city property and
farm lands in Montgomery County and surrounding
counties.
His oflices are at 114-116 West Ninth
Street in Coffeyville. Besides his own residence at
408 Second Street, he owns a number of other residence properties, has a farm of forty acres northwest of Independence, and another of 120 acres in
'

Oklahoma.
Politically Mr. Beatty has always been identified
with the democratic party.
He is active in the
Coffeyville CDmmercial Club, and is affiliated with
Lodge No. 775, Benevolent and Protective Order of
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Elks, aud

Camp No.

665 of

tlie iIoili.'rii

Woodmen

of

to enlarge its thoroughly modern )ilant by the erecof a two-story brick building, with basement,

America.

tion

On August 20, 1913, in Coflfeyville he married Mrs.
Kva (McCormiek) Bruce, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
James McCormiek, who are now living on their farm

on the

near Elk Falls in Elk t'ounty, Kansas. By her former marriage Mrs. Beatty had one daughter, Faye,
who is now a student in the public schools of
C«ffeyville.

He whose name initiates this paraknown and valued as one of the progressive
business men and pul)lic-spirited citizens of Wichita,
J. F. D.\N'lEi,.

graph

lot aiijoining the original factory site.
Here
authoritative clictum has stated that there is to be
founil the best equipped anil most modern shoe
The concern
factory of the Middle Western States.
all assurance of developing into one of the
gives
most imjiortant as well as one of the most extensive
industrial enterprises of the State of Kansas, ami
:it
its helm stanils. a man of marked technical and
ailiiiiiiistiative ability, Mr. Daniel.

is

which city he is vice president and general man
ager of the Daniel Shoe Company, which is destined
to represent one of the most imiiortant industrial onter|)rises of commercial value to this thriving city.
Mr. Daniel was born at Beltou, Arkansas, and in
the public schools of that place and Arkadelphia,
Arkansas, he acquired his preliminary educational
in

At the Baptist College in the latter place
he pursued a higher academic course of study, also
completing there an effective course in the Draughn
Business College.
For a time he was employed a.s
clerk in a general store at I'rescott, Arkansas, going
from there to the City of St. Louis, Missouri, where
he entered the employ of a wholesale hardware concern.
Later he became traveling representative in
Kansas for the Wolf Brothers Shoe Company, of
Columbus, Ohio, and, after an association with this
company for three years he assumed a similar position with the well known Hamilton-Brown Shoe ComWith the latter corjioration he
pany, of St. Louis.
continued his alliance from 1908 until 1915, in the
meanwhile becoming a stockholder of the company
and a member of its advisory committee. In addition
to his duties as traveling salesman, he gave effective service as one of the corps of designers for
the company. It was through these various associations that Mr. Daniel gained a broad and accurate
knowledge of the various details of shoe manufacturing.
Becoming convinced that a profitable enterprise could be developed by establishing a shoe manufactory at some eligible point in the Southwest, he at
once made his conviction one of action, finally selecting Wichita as the ideal location for the projected
Here he enlisted the co-operation of local
industry.
capital, and on the 1st of July, 1915, was effected
the organization of the Daniel Shoe Company, which
was duly incorporated under the laws of the state,
with a capital stock of $25,000. Within six months
the capital stock had increased to $250,000, and on
this basis was instituted the development of the important manufacturing enterprise. As already noted,
Mr. Daniel is vice president and general manager of
the company, and it should further be stated that
the president of the corporation is F. C. Hoyt, who
likewise is president of the Union Bank of Wichita.
In the manufacturing plant of the D.uniel Shoe Company empIojTnent is given to a corps of 150 skilled
discipline.

operatives, and the pay roll amounts to
fully
$100,000 annually. The six traveling representatives
of the comjiany cover the states of Kansas, Missouri,
.\rkansas, Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona
and Colorado.
The jiroilucts are meeting with a

ready and appreciative demanil throughout this extended trade territory.
The plant has a capacity
for the output of seven hundred pairs of men 's and
boys' welts a day, all of which are in every respect
of highest grade.
The factory is running to full
capacity and is the only shoe manufactory in Kansas.
The company has recently found it necessary

Wll.l.i.v.M

fications

F. Coo.v,

have

M.

brought

D.,

him

whose talents ami qualiinto prominence as a

[ihysician and as a citizen of Caney, came to this
state from Minnesota, where he was in practice several
years, and by birth he is a Wisconsin man.
Born at Eau Claire, Wisconsin, September 20, 1875,
lie is a son of William F. Coon, and a descendant of
ancestors who came from England to the United
States in colonial times.
His grandfather died in
New York State. William P. Coon, Sr., was born in

New York
man went

in 1825,

Eau

grew

u]i there,

and when a young

Wisconsin, at that time
one of the foremost centers of the lumber industry
to

in the state.

Claire,

He was

a farmer and also bought

and

horses on a

large scale.
Politically he was a
When nearly fifty years of age he marrepubliian.
ried Emily M. Roberts, who was born in 18.53, and
is still living at Eau Claire.
Doctor Coon was the
older of their two sons.
His brother, John R., is a
resilient of Dallas, Texas, and is cashier and adjuster
for the Southern Rock Island Plow Company.
sold

It was largely through his own determined efforts
that Doctor Coon acqinred a lil>eral education.
He
attended the public schools of Eau Claire, also Wayland Academy at Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, and his
schooling was then interrupted by two years of work
for self-support.
In 1899 he entered the medical
department of the University of Minnesota, and was
Additional experience
graduated M. D. in 1903.
[ueparatory to practice was given him during a
year he spent as interne in the Aslniry Methodist
Hospital at Minneapol'S. Doctor Coon is a member
of the medical profession who is never content with
present attainments, and does not miss an opportunity
to associate with the leading men of the profession.
In the fall of 1908 he did post-graduate work in
the Chicago T'ost-Graduate School, and took another
course there in 1916.
After beginning practice he was located for four
In the fall of 1908
years at Elysian, Minnesota.
he went to Slinneapolis and from there in the spring
of 1909 lame to Caney, Kansas, where he has since

enjoyed a large general medical and surgical i>ractice.
He has served as vice president of the County Medical Society and is a member of the Stnte Society
and the American Medical Association. His oflRi >
are at the corner of Fourth Avenue and Spri.
Street and he owns his home at the corner of Main
and Taylor .-Vvenue.
Doctor Coon is a stockholder in the Kansas Life
Insurance Comjiany. He is a member of the Caney
Country Club, and though reared a Bajitist, in the
absence of an organization of that denomination at
He
Caney he attends the Presbyterian Church.
filled the chair of master in the Lodce of Masons at
Elvsian, Minnesota, and is now affiliated with Caney
Lodge, .\ncient Free and Accepted Masons, and
also with C!aney Lodge No. 1215, Benevofent and
Protective Order of Elks.

On August

2,

1905,

at

Downers Grove.

Illinois,

rflJ

PUBUC

uibrvART
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Doctor Coon married Miss

May

the late Rev. B. L. Prescott,

Prescott.

Her

father,

was a Baptist minister.

Doctor and Mrs. Coon have one daughter, Zula Evelyn,
born June 12, 1907.

Harrt

L.

O 'Bry.^n

is

a Chetopa business man

who has made himself very active
He
there for a number of years.

iu
is

local

affairs

a banker, an

extensive farm owner, and operator, his name is associated with several of the leading business and commercial enterprises, and at the present writing he is
serving as postmaster of the city.
He is of Irish descent. His great-grandfather
came out of Ireland as early as 1760, settled in
Maryland, and about 1800 moved across the mounMr. O 'Brytains into the new State of Kentucky.
an's grandfather Sydney Francis O 'Bryan was born
in Kentucky in 1804, spent his life in that state
as a farmer, and died in 1889.
The head of the next generation is Henry Miles
O 'Bryan. His career has been identified with the
old locality in Southeastern Kansas now known as
St. Paul, formerly the seat of the Osage Nation
School when the Osage Indians lived there. He was
born in Nelson County, Kentucky, in 1835. He grew

up and married there, became a farmer, but during
the Civil war was proprietor of a hotel at Loretto,
In 1871 he came out to Southeastern
Kentucky.
Kansas and located at Osage Mission or St. Paul
For a time he was clerk in a
as it is now known.
store there, and later bought a farm and engaged
in the livestock business, raising and shipping liveFor the past
stock, until he retired about 1906.
ten years he has enjoyed the comforts of many years
of labor and industry. Politically he is a democrat,
has filled various town offices of St. Paul, and was
a delegate to a Kansas State convention a number
of years ago which declared for Grover Cleveland as
He is an active member of the Catholic
president.
Church and is an honorary member of the Knights
of Columbus.
H. M. O 'Bryan married Susan E.

Hagan, who was born in Marion County, Kentucky,
1837 and died at Osage Mission, Kansas, in 1896.
Their children were: Sydney F., who was born in
1860 and died at St. Louis, Missouri, in 1903, having
been educated in St. Louis University and having
been a zealous and devoted Catholic priest; William
W., who was born in 1867, is now the father of
eleven children, and is a successful livestock man at
St. Paul, Kansas; Annie M., born in 1873 and now
the wife of Lon Smith and the mother of eight children, her husband being a farmer and stockman at
Stark, Kansas; Harry L., who was the fourth in age
among the children and George I., who was born
in 1879 and is a farmer and stoekraiser at St. Paul.
Harry L. O 'Bryan was born at old Osage Mission
now St. Paul in Neosho County, Kansas, x\pril 1,
1876.
As a boy he reeeiveil part of his education,
in

;

especially along commercial lines in the Jesuit ColHe then took up an active
lege at Osage Nation.
business career with his father and older brother
and was successfully identified with livestock raising and dealing until 1901. Since that year his home
has been .at Chetopa and here also he has become
widely known as a live stock man, feeding and shipping livestock on a large scale. In February, 191-t,
Mr. O 'Bryan was selected by President Wilson as
postmaster at Chetopa, and since then he has made
the postoflfice more important than any private considerations or business interests, and is giving a very
efficient administration, one generally satisfactory to
all

patrons.

1

9:{3

Besides his city home at the corner of Sixth and
streets, Mr. O 'Bryan owns a 200 acre farm
west of town in Labette County, eighty acres adjoinHe furnishes the land and its equiping Chetopa.
ment while a partner operates the farm for dairy
It is one of the best conducted dairy
purposes.
farms in Labette County. The dairy herd comprises
Mr. O 'Bryan
eighteen cows, principally Holsteins.
is also vice president of the Farmers and Merchants
Bank of Chetopa, and is treasurer of the Cooperative
Creamery of Chetopa.
He is a democrat and is widely known in politics
over his part of the state. For three terms he served
on the city council at Chetopa, was for four years
chairman of the County Central Committee of the
democratic party, was secretary aiid treasurer of the

Plum

Committee

in the Third District in
of the Catholic Church ami
belongs to St. Paul Council No. 764 of the Knights
of Columbus and to the Anti-Horse Thief Association.
In 1901 at St. Paul he married Miss Lizzie Brogan,
daughter of Dr. Robert A. and Mary (Farran) BroHer father, who was a well known physician
gan.
and surgeon, is now deceased. Her mother, who was

Congressional
1912.

He

is

a

member

born in Ireland, is now living with Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. and Mrs. O 'Bryan have
at Chetopa.
four children: Robert B., born January 8, 1904;
Henry Miles, born August 28. 1906; Elizabeth, born
August 23, 1909; and Harry Leo, born December 20.

O 'Bryan

1915.

Henry Edw.\rd Reece, M. D.

Five years of effort
maintain the health of a considerable portion of
the population of Thayer has drawn the career of
Dr. Henry Edward Reece within the fold of a large
and emphatic need, giving him an increasing outlet
for a wealth of professional and general usefulness.
When he came to Thayer, in 1911, he was well
equipped to take a position among the foremost physicians and surgeons of this city, and since that time
has maintained such a place through his ability,
fidelity and devotion to the best principles and ethics
to

of his calling.

Doctor Reeee was born at Jefferson, the county seat
of Greene County, Iowa, December 27, 1877, and is a
He
son of Michael H. and Sarah (Burden) Reece.
comes of an old American family, which was founded
by his great-grandfather, a native of Wales, who, on
coming to this country, settled in New York State,
and, following his trade of wheelwright, assisted in
the building of Perry's fleet for the War of 1812.
The paternal grandfather of Doctor Reece was George
Reece, who was born in Pennsylvania and was a stone
mason by trade. Early in life he developed the
wanderlust, and his journeyings took him through
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Iowa. Kansas, Missouri and Oregon, iu which last-named state he died before the
liirth of his grandson.
Michael H. Reece was born

in 1840, in Dayton.
and was there reared and educated, and in
young manhood went to Holden, Missouri, where he
was married. He had learned the carpenter trade in
his youth, and this he followed for some years in
Missouri, but at the outbreak of the Civil war was
in Colorado, where, in 1861, he enlisted in the Second

Ohio,

With this organization he fought for three
(!avalrv.
years and eight months, his service being Tiri?u'ipally
in Missouri and along the border, and including the
repelling of Quantrell 's raid. At the close of the war
he returned to Missouri, but in 1867 moved to Jefferson, Iowa, where he engaged in farming principally,
althougli at tinu's he also followed his trade. In 1SS2
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1934

worked as a ojirpenter
numerous liuildings in
the little town, many of which still stand as monuments to his good workmanshiii. His death occurred
at Chanute in 189:J, when lie was lifty-two years of
Mr. Reeee was a re|iiililicau in politics, but never
ajre.
to Chanute, wliere he
in the erection of

lie oaiiip

and assisted

ofliee, heing content to express his
sympathies l)y his vote, lie belonged to the
Campbellite Chnrih, as did also Mrs. Recce, and was
fraternally affiliated with the Indcjiendent Order of
Ho
Odil Fellows, which he had joined in his youth.
belonged also to the Grand Army of the Republic. Mr.
Reece was married at Holdeu, Missouri, to Miss Sarah
Burden, who was born at that place in 184S, and who
still survives him and resides at Chanute.
They were
the parents of seven children, as follows: William
Felix, who is a night foreman in the shops of the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, at Chicago,
Illinois; Thomas Michael, who is a locomotive engineer and resides at San Antonio, Texas; Charles F.,
who is a locomotive engineer for the Atchison, Topeka
& Santa Fe Railroad and resides at Chanute; Dr.
Henry Edward, of this notice; Mell C, who is a locomotive engineer for the Galveston, Harrisburg & San
Antonio Railroad and resides at Houston, Texas;
Uuren J., a resident of Chanute and a locomotive fireman on the Santa Fe, who has secured his engineer's
papers; and Omer A., who is also a resident of Chanute, a fireman on the Santa Fe and possessed of en-

souiiht

|iublie

political

gineer

's

papers.

Henry Edward Reece was educated

in the jiublic
schools of Channte, primarily, being graduated from
He next entered the
the high school there in 1897.
University Medical College, of Kansas City, Missouri,
from which he was graduated in 1900 with the degree
of Doctor of Medicine, and since that time has taken
post-graduate courses in 191.') and 191fi at Kansas

Doctor Reece began
University, Rosedale, Kansas.
the practice of his profession at Collinsville, Oklahoma, in 1900, and remained at that point for 2^4
years.
Having passed over what is considered the
hardest part of a young physician 's career, he
then went to Harmony, Oklahoma, where he sj)ent

two years, and then changed his field to Bigheart,
Oklahoma, where he spent four years. In 1908 he
located at Galesburg, Kansas, but after two years
again left the state, going at that time to Palacios,
Matagorda County, Texas, on Matagorda Bay. That
community, however, did not attract him and in 1911
he returned to Kansas and settled permanently at
Thayer, where he has since been in the enjoyment of
a constantly increasing general medical and surgical
His well appointed offices are in the First
practice.
National Bank Building, where he has every modern
instrilment and appliance for the handling of even
the most delicate and difficult of cases.
He has attracted to him the patronage of some of the best
families of Thayer, and his professional standing is
deservedly high, as he has always lived up to the
Doctor Reece was the
highest professional ethics.
first secretary of the Osage County Medical Society,
in 1908, and now belongs to the Neosho County Medi-,
cal Society, the Kansas State Medical Society and the
American Medical Association. He has invested in
Thayer real estate, being the owner of a residence on
Main Street and other jiroperty, as well as farming
land in Oklahoma.
Fraternally, the doctor belongs
to Thayer Lodge No. 149, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, and Fort Scott Consistory No. 4, being a
thirty-second degree Mason, and also holds membership in the Indepenilent Order of Odd Fellows.
Doctor Reece was married in 1901, at Collinsville,

Oklahoma, to Miss Elizabeth Quinton, daughter of
Felix and Julia (Sanders) Quinton, the former, a
farmer, now deceased, and the latter a resident of
Tawhuska, Oklahoma. Doctor and Mrs. Reece are the
parents of two children: Halley, born September 12,
1902; and Ethel, born March 8, 1904.

Jay Baibd, M. D.

The medical profession of Kan-

sas has one of its able representatives in Dr. Jay
Doctor Baird is a man of
Baird of Coffeyville.
broad experience, splendidly equipped professionally,
and has acquired success and high standing in this
state, and is particularly well known among eclectic

and in 191o-16 served as president of the
State Eclectic Medical Association.
Some generations back his ancestors were prominent Scotch people, and in that country enjoyed the
distinction of a coat of arms marking them one of
This coat of arms
the ancient clans of Scotland.
represents a bull and boar rampant. From Scotland
the Bairds came to Pennsylvania in colonial times.
Josiah Baird, grandfather of Doctor Baird, was
born in Pennsylvania, in 1S02, and when he was
quite young his parents moved to Muskingum
County, Ohio, where he married and where he took
up the trade of blacksmith. A number of years
later, along in the '50s, he moved out to Iowa with
his son, the father of Doctor Baird, and lived in
Van Buren County of that state until his death in
1886.
In religion he was a stanch old Covenanter
Politically he was a republican.
Presbyterian.
Josiah Baird married Mary Thompson, who was born
in Ohio in 180fi and ilied in Van Buren County, Iowa,
in 1S92.
Their children were: Nathan; Cephas, who
was a minister of the Lutheran Church and died in
California; Letitia, who married Uriah Law, and
both are now deceased, she having died at Troy in
Davis County, Iowa.
Dr. Jay Baird was born near Keosauqua, Van
Buren County, Iowa, October 23, 1870. His father,
Nathan Baird, was born in Ohio in 1838, grew to
manhood in that state, where he married his first
wife, and along in the '50s moved out to Van Buren
County, Iowa, where he was one of the pioneer settlers and until the dose of his life, which occurred on
his home farm in Van Buren County in 1900, he followed farming and stock raising. He was a very
active member of the United Presbyterian Church,
and in politics was a republican. During the Civil
war he was a member of the Home Guards. Nathan
Baird married for his first wife Susan Liming, who
was born in Ohio and died in Van Buren County,
Iowa. Their children were: Jefferson F., a merchant
lihysicians,

at Odell, Illinois; Luther C, a merchant at Sioux
City, Iowa; Howard, a stock man in Van Buren
County, Iowa. For his second wife, Nathan Baird
married Lurinda Sophia Jones, who was born in
Ohio in 1852 and still lives on the old farm in
Iowa. Her children were: Seth, who is a farmer near
the old place in Iowa: Oscar, who graduated from
the Eclectic Medical College at Cincinnati and is
now a physician and surgeon at Chanute, Kansas;
Dr. Jay Baird is the third of the children; Rufus,
the next younger died at the age of five years; Flo
is the wife of Harry L. Gleason, a jeweler in Boston, Massachusetts; Clay runs the old home farm in
Van Buren County, Iowa, his farm comprising a
nuarter section of land; .lustice graduated from tho
University of Michigan, where he received his law

degree and reccivnl the degree of Bachelor of Science
from the State University of Iowa and is now in
active practice at Kansas City, Kansas.
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From a varied early experience as a farmer boy,
student and teacher, Dr. Jay Baird pointed his
He attended district
career toward medicine.
schools in his home county in Iowa, graduated from
the Keosauf)ua High School, and for three years
taught in Van Buren County. This was followed by
a year spent in the State Agricultural College at
Ames, Iowa, and another year in the State Normal
School at Cedar Falls. Earning his way by teaching,
he began his medical education in the State
University of Iowa, where he spent two years, and
beginning with 1897 practiced medicine as an undergraduate at Vilas, Kansas. He was there for a year
and a half. He finished his medical course in 1900
in the Eclectic Medical College at Cincinnati, where
he was graduated JI. D. After graduating 2i4 years
were spent in Nebraska, but in 1902 he located at
Coffeyville, and has been steadily in practice there
both as a physician and surgeon ever since. A large
part of his practice in recent years is as a specialist
in diseases of children.
In 1914 he took a special
course in that department of medicine in the Chicago
Policlinic.
Doctor Baird has his offices at 126 West
Ninth Street, and is a member of the County and
State Jledical societies and belongs to all the medical associations of the Eclectic School, county, state

and national.

Besides his residence at 105 West First Street,

Doctor Baird owns a fruit farm of forty acres in the
Bitter Root Valley of Montana, also a tract of land
in Oklahoma, and some 600 acres in Arkansas. Politically he is an independent republican, and is a trustee and active supporter of the Methodist
Episcopal
Church. He is afBliated with Camp No. 665, Modern Woodmen of America at Coffeyville,
belongs to
the Commercial Club, and for four years was a member of the City School Board. While on the school
board he was instrumental in raising the general
standard of the local public schools.
In 1900 in Iowa Doctor Baird married Miss Ida
K. Minear, a daughter of George and Emma Minear,
both now deceased. Her father was a farmer and
stockman in Van Buren County, Iowa. Doctor and
Mrs. Baird have three children": Byrle, born November 15, 1902, and a student in the
public schools;
Bruce M., born August 9, 1906, and also in school;
and Lois Catherine, born November 9, 1913.
L.

M. RooME

is an oil
producer and contractor whose
have brought him considerable success in
Kansas territory and whose business
headquarters
are at Tyro, in Montgomery
County. His first experience in the business was gained "in the Illinois oil
district, and he came to Kansas about two years
ago.
His ancestors came
from
and

activities

originally

settled

England

in old Virginia
His
during colonial days.
grandfather, Edward Roome, was born in "Pennsylvania, spent most of his life as a farmer in West
Virginia, where he died.
Mr. L. M. Roome was born in Sistersville West
Virginia, July 23, 1886, and for a young man of
thirty has made an enviable business record.
His
father is E. M. Roome, now a resident of
Tvro, Kansas, who was born in West Virginia
7, 1861.
He grew up in his native state and April"
a number of
years ago became connected with the oil business
as a producer, following that work in West
Virginia,
Illinois and Oklahoma, and since 1915 has
continued
in the same line with
headquarters and home at Tyro,
Kansas. He is very strongly grounded in the
faith
of the democratic
party and is a memlier of the
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Methodist Episcopal Church. In Tyler Countv, West
Virginia, he marrieil Emma Martin, who was born
in that county April 1, 1860.
Their children are:
Maggie, wife of P. J. Garvey, who is in the automobile

Pine Grove, West Virginia; Edith, wife
E. M. Mayfield, a wholesale grocer who resides
Middleburn in Tyler County, West Virginia: Mr.
L. M. Roome, who is third in order of
age; Frank,
a resident of Okmulgee, Oklahoma, and "field foreman for the Carter Oil Company; and Mary, whose
home is with her parents, but is now a member of the
liusincss at

of

at

senior class in the Tulsa High School.
The first school I.. M. Roome attended
Sistersville,

he

was also

was at
West Virginia, where he was born, and
in

the

jiublic schools of Martinsville
1907 graduated from the West
The following
Virginia University at Morgantown.
year he pursued a business course in the Wheeling
Business College at Wheeling.
For two years he
was connected with a bank at Pine Gro%-e, West Virin
1910 engaged in the oil business as
ginia, and
a contractor for the drilling of wells and as a
producer.
His first work was in the Illinois field, but
in March, 1914, he moved to
He
Tyro, Kansas.
now has a field of seven producing wells two miles
east and one mile south of Tyro, and
recently disposed of a number of wells which he had brought in.
As a contractor he keeps his outfit employed in
many parts of the Kansas oil field.
Mr. Roome is a democrat, a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in
Masonry is affiliated
with Tyro Lodge No. 386, Ancient Free "and
Accepted
Masons; Wichita Consistory No. 2, of the Scottish
Rite, and with Mirzah Teniple of the Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine at Pittsburg, Kansas. He also belongs
to the United Commercial Travelers at Lancaster,

in that state,

and

in

Ohio.

On October 31, 1909, at Pine
he married Miss Elsie Warner,
and Delia Warner, residents
Virginia, where her father is a

Grove, West Virginia,
a daughter of A. E.
of Clarksburg, West
wholesale grocer.

Robert Okin Deming, president of The Deming

Investment Company at Oswego, is at the head of
one of the largest financial institutions in the Southwest.
The Deming Investment Company, which has
been built up on a basis of fair dealing continued
through a period of more than thirty years, now has
branch offices in nearly a dozen of the larger cities
of the Middle West, and at the present time has
over $15,000,000 of farm loans in force, out of some
$35,000,000 loaned in Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma,
Texas, Arkansas and Mississippi. The company has
been a bulwark of security for the investors, and at
the same time has protected and aided thousands of
farm owners in securing necessary capital for acquirement of title, improvements and carrying on their
regular business.
To build up such an organization is of itself no
small distinction in the business world. Mr.
Deming
is in fact one of the foremost financiers of the State
of Kansas.
Besides the investment company he is
owner of the Parsons Natural Gas Company, which
He
sujiplies the City of Parsons with natural gas.
erected the plant in 1897, and has directed the affairs
of the company for nineteen years.
Among the large farms of Southern Kansas perhaps none is more conspicuous liy its high standards
and model equipment than the Deming ranch of
3,500 acres, adjoining the City of Oswego on the
north.
A large jiart of this land lies in the Neosho
River bottom niul it is ])rotected from overflow bv
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the erection of eleven miles of levee.
Mr. Deming
has directed the tiling of more than l,4(t0 acres.
Some of the highest grades of livestock have their
home on this ranch. Mr. Deming raises a herd of

from 5U0

Poland China hogs, and
head of Hereford cattle.
The manager of the ranch is L. S. Edwards, a
Mr.
nephew of the late Senator P. B. Plumb.
Kdwards took the full four years agricultural and
animal husbandry course in the State Agricultural
College at Manhattan.
The Deming family came from England, and was
introduced to tiiis country by .lohn Deming, who settled in Wethersfield, Connecticut, in
lfi42.
Mr.
Deming is a grandson of Orin S. Deming, who was
a Vermont ami later a Xcw York State farmer.
Robert Orin Deming was born in Pottsdani, St.
Lawrence County, New York, July 24, 1860, a son of
Aaron N. Deming, who was born also in Pott.sdam
in 1828. "His father was reared and married in Pottsdam, and became an extensive dealer in butter juid
In 1872 he came to Kansas, owned and mancheese.
aged a hotel at Arkansas City, and spent the rest of
his years as a hotel proprietor, being located at
Ogdon, I'tali, Jojilin, Hannibal, and Carthage, Missouri, Wichita anil Fort Scott, Kansas, Aspen, ColoHe liied at Denver, Colorado, and at other places.
usually

to 1,000 pure bred

keeps

about

.JOO

He was a republican, a trustee and
rado, in 1903.
deacon in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and was
affiliated with the Masonic
Aaron N.
fraternity.
Deming married Julia A. Noble, who was born at
Franklin, Vermont, in 1830 and died at Wichita.
Kansas, in 1893. They were married at St. Albans,
Vermont. Their chililren were: Edgar N., who was
killed by Indians in Indian Territory in 1874, while
in charge of a surveyors corps under Government
contract Mary, wife of C. W. Bitting, who is in the
;

insurance business at Wichita; Robert O. Julia, wife
of R. C. Israel, a real estate dealer at Wichita.
Robert O. Deming received his early education in
the public schools of Arkansas City, Winfield and
Wichita, Kansas. He gave evidence of his independent character at a very early age, leaving school when
:

thirteen and thenceforward making his own way in
the world. For several years he clerked in-a store at

Wichita.

Mr. Deming came to Oswego and opened an office
to handle farm mortgages and loans in Scjitember,
1882. He started in a small way, and by the exercise
of absolute integrity in all his relations between
the investor and the borrower has made his name a
synonym for one of the largest farm loan businesses
in the West.
On January 1, 1888, the Deming
Investment

Company was

pany now has branch
Little

This comincorjiorated.
in Wichita, Kansas, at
Dallas, Austin and Abilene,

offices

Rock, Arkansas;
Texas; Memphis, Tennessee; Kansas City, Missouri;
and Oklahoma City, Muskogee and Durant, Oklahoma.
There are more than seventy salaried emThe general
ployes in the home and branch offices.
offices are in Oswego.
The officers of the company
are: R. O. Demiiig, president; D. S. Waskcy, vice
president; F. W. Stout, secretary; and R. O. Deming,
.Ir.,

treasurer.

The

finest residence in
finest in the entire State of

Oswego and one of the
Kansas is owned by Mr.

his home and its comforts are in keei>ing
with his high place in business affairs. In 1897-8 he
served as mayor of Oswego. He is a republican, ami
is affiliated
with Oswego Lodge, Ancient Free and

Deming and

Accepted Masons, and Oswego Chapter No.
Arch MaBons.

1.5,

Royal

In 1887 at Oswego he married Christiana Elliott,
daughter of Rev. John and Elizabeth Elliott. Her
father, who is now living at Oswego, is eighty-seven
years of age and for a number of years was pastor
of the Presbyterian Church of Oswego.
Mrs. DemMr.
ing 's mother died at Kansas City, Missouri.
and Mrs. Deming have three children and have given
thoni every advantage in the way of educational
Their daughter Julia was graduated A. B.
training.
from the Bryn Mawr College at Bryn Mawr, PennThe sou Robert O., Jr., finished
sylvania, in 1916.
his education with a two year course in the State
Agricultural College at Manhattan, and is now treasurer of the Deming Investment Company.
The
youngest, Elizabeth, is still attending the public
schools at Oswego.

John H. Sperrv. Among the men who have contributed to the upbuilding and development of Neosho
County, and particularly of the City of Thayer, feware entitled to a greater degree of credit than John
II. Sperry, ex-presiilent of the Thayer State Bank,
veteran of the Civil war, farmer and stockman, and
a citizen who has always been representative of the
best type of progressive citizenship. While he is now
retired from active labors, Mr. Sperry continues to
take a keen interest in the community in which he h:is
resided for forty-eight years, and through his influence and examjjle continues to be a force in promoting
the things that make for advancement and progress.
On both the paternal and maternal sides of the
family Mr. Sperry comes from sturdy German ancesHe was born November 18, 1841, at Cambriilge
try.
City,

Wayne

County,

Indiana,

his

parents

being

George and Catherine (Delano) Sperry. His father
was born in 1804, near the Rhine, Alsace-Lorraine,
Germany, and a-s a youth learned the trade of cabinet
maker, which he followed in his native land. There
he was married to Catherine Delano, who was born in
the same year and in the same locality, and in 183.1,
with one son, came to the United States and locat<?d
at Dayton, Ohio.
There he continued to work as a
cabinet maker and followed that vocation for a time
after he had removed to Cambridge City, Indiana, but
eventually turned his attention to farming near Strawtown, Indiana, where his death occurred in 1853. He
was a republican in politics, and both he and his wife
were faithful members of the Evangelical Church.
Mrs. Sperry survived her husband for many years and
passed away on the farm of her son, near Thayer, in
188.5.
They were the parents of the following children:
(Jeorge, who fought through the Civil war as
a Union soldier, subseijuently took up milling at
Noblesville, Indiana, and died there as the result of
an accident
Samuel Alexander, who was a farmer
and merchant and died at Strawtown, Indiana; Catherine, who married Anton McGassi, one of the great
Seven McGassi Brothers,
theatrical performers,
now deceased, and died in 1915, at Rigsby, Oklahoma:
John H., of this notice; Mary E., who married first
Amos Cooper, deceased, a f:irmer, and married secoml
Mr. Crooks, and died on a farm near Cicero, Indiana,
where Mr. Crooks still resides; David, who enlisted in
the Thirty-ninth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, which was later mounted and became the Eighth
Indiana Cavalry, and was killed during the McCook
;

' '

' '

raid in the rear of .-Vtlanta, while fighting with the
forces of General Sherman; Jacob, who is farming
four miles east of Cicero, Indiana; and Charles, who
died on his farm near Dennis, Kansas. Rear Admiral

Charles S. Sperry belonged to the same branch of the
family.
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his eciueatioii in the disschools of ilamilton County, Indiana, and the
but at the age of
Iiublic schools of Cambridge City,
sixteen years gave up his studies and learned the carwhen the
penter's trade, at which he was working
He had not yet reached his maCivil war came on.
enlisted as John
jority when, in the fall of 1862, he

John H. Sperry received

trict

Company I, Seventy-fifth Regiment, Indiana
Volunteer Infantry, with which organization he served
until the close of the war, rising from private to corThis regiment was orporal and later to sergeant.
ganized at Wabash, Indiana, and was mustered into
the United States service August 19, 1S62, and two
days later left the state for Lebanon, Kentui'ky, but
retired to Louisville at the time of Bragg 's advance.
It then moved to Frankfort, Scottsville, Gallatin and
Cave City, in pursuit of Morgan, and was in camp
near Gallatin during December, moving in January,
186.3, to Murfreesboro, being engaged in scouting and
brief expeditions with the Second Brigade, Third DiOn June 24th it
vision, Fourteenth Army Corps.
iSperi-y in

started for Tullahoma and participated in the Battle
of Hoover's Gap, being the first regiment to enter the
enemy 's works at Tullahoma. Moving then towards

Chattanooga, it was engaged at Chickamauga, and remained near Chattanooga during the fall and winter,
It
taking part in the Battle of Missionary Eidge.
moved to Ringgold, Georgia, in the spring of 1864,
joined the campaign to Atlanta, and was engasred at
Dalton, Dallas, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek,
At Atlanta
in front of Atlanta and at Jonesboro.
Mr. Sperry was severely wounded, when part of his
shoulder-blade was shot off by a shell. He was subsequently detained in a hospital for several months,
but rejoiued his regiment as soon as he was able for
service. On October 4 the Seventy-fifth removed with
its corps to Pine Mountain and arrived in time to
threaten the rear of French 's Division of Hood 's
army, which was investing the garrison at Allatoona,
where he was acting captain. 'The regiment returned
in time to join the march upon Savannah and the
march through the Carolinas, ]iarticipating en route
in the battles of Fayetteville and Bentonville, and
then moved with the advance of the army to Raleigh.
thence to Richmond, and finally on to Washington,
D. C, where it was mustered out of the service, June
8,

186.5,

having participated in thirty-.seven engage-

ments.

At the close of his military service, Mr. Sperry returned to his Indiana home, and there, in 1866 was
married. For one and one half years lie was engaged
in the mercantile business there, but in 1869 came to
Kansas and jire-empted 160 acres of land eight miles
south of Thayer, a farm on which he resided for
twenty-seven years, and to which he greatly added.
He also accumulated other farms, which he rented,
but at the time of his retirement to Thayer, in 1897,
disposed of his holdings to a large extent. Soon after
coming to Kansas, Mr. Sperry embarked in the stock
business, in which he gained a very edifying success.
He frequently fed and shipped as many as sixty carloads of cattle during a year, and in the last year
that he was actively engaged in that business shipped
He was also in
sixty-four car-loads in four months.
the lumber business for several years and at one time
had the exclusive grain business of the section in his
control. During the twelve years that he acted in the
capacity of president of the Thayer State Bank tliat
institution grew and prospered and held a reputation
second to no state bank in the county. He was urgeil
to retain the presidency, but with increasing years
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resolved to transfer the responsibilities to younger
shoulders. As a builder of Thayer, Mr. Sperry erected
a large proportion of the business section of the city,
as well as the first brick house in the community. He
is still the owner of much ju-operty here, including
several business structures, the postoflice building and
his own residence on Neosho Street, in addition to

which he has two farms in Labette County, comprising
320 acres, and one farm in Wilson County. Fraternally, he is connected with Thayer Lodge No. :>:!9,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Parsons Cha|)ter.
Royal Arch Masons, and Parsons Commandery,
Knights Templar. During his long and active life,
Mr. Sperry has lived close to high ideals, and his
citizenship has imparted strength and substantiality
to all undertakings with which he has been associated.
He splendidly stood the tests which the frontier imposed upon those who invaded its remoteness and the
new order of things found him in accord with its aims,
purposes and inexhaustible opportnnities. His career
has been an inspiring one, worthy of emulation by
any youth who is entering life with his own way to
make.
In 1866, on a farm near Strawtown, Indiana, Mr.
Sperry was united in marriage with Miss Mary E.
Dietrick, a daughter of Mrs. Susan Dietrick, now deceased.
Mrs. Sperry died in 1909, the mother of six
Minnie A., who is the wife of
children, namely
Joseph Horr, of Thayer, a successful farmer and the
owner of several farms; Dora E., wh6 is the wife of
Charles F. Petri, and lives on a farm near Dennis,
Kansas; Pearl D., who is the wife of William Southwick, who has an insurance business at Parsons,
Kansas; John F., who is the owner of the telephone
exchange at Ness City, Kansas; Albert 0., who is
identified with the Pryor Bank, at Pryor, Oklahoma;
and R. E., who is the owner of the telephone exchange
at Fairfax, Oklahoma.
•

:

Charles T. Bickett. Well established in business
affairs at Coffeyville, with an office for the handling
of insurance, collections and also for the discharge
of his duties as justice of the peace, Charles T.
Bickett has had an unusually wide range of experience and association with Montgomery County,
where he has lived since pioneer times.
His ancestry goes back to an old English family,
and in fact may be traced to that noted scholar and
thinker, Thomas a
Becket, of the fourteenth century. The Bicketts came from England to Virginia
in colonial times.
From Virginia they spread across
the mountains into Kentucky, and Mr. Bickett 's
grandfather was born either in Kentucky or Virginia and was a Kentucky farmer.
Charles T. Bickett was born at Maryville, Nodaway County, Missouri, February 7, 1860. His father,
Hiram J. Bickett, was born at St. Mary's, Kentucky,
in 1S13, was reared and married there, was a school
teacher for several years, and in 18.56 became one of
the early settlers in Nodaway County, Northwest
Missouri. He taught school in that section of the
state until 1876, and in that year moved to Kansas,
locating at Wellington, and in 1879 buying a farm
three miles west of Liberty in Montgomery County,
on which he lived until his death October 14, 1884.
He was a Kentucky democrat and a member of the
Catholic Church.
His wife, Cynthia Bickett, was
also born in Kentucky and died in Missouri in February, 1S60, at the birth of her youngest child,
Charles T. Bickett. The older children were: Jerome,
who died in Maryville, Missouri, in 1862; James A.,
'
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who

a retired physician and surgeon at MaryMargaret, who died at Maryville in 1864;
Susan, who lives at Cherryvale, Kausas, widow of
\V. H. Linton, who ilied in 19 U>; T. S., roadinaster of
the Santa Vo Railway Company, living at Trinidad,
("oloracio: A. D. Bii-kott, foreman in the'car shops at
Hortoii, Kansas: Kose, now living in the State of
Washington, is the widow of James A. Wakefield,
who was a miller and lumberman and died in 1908;
.losejih A. in the fruit commission business at Chico,
California; W. A. Biokett, who was foreman on a
fruit and nut ranch in California, and was killed at
Burbank in that state by a cave-in of an irrigation
is

ville;

plant.

The

first fifteen years of his life Charles T. Bickspent in Northwest Missouri, and up to 1875
was a jnipil in the Benedictine Brothers School at
Conception, Missouri. In March, 1876, he came to
Kansas and lived on the farm of his uncle, Anthony
Bickett, at Wellington until the fall of the same
On December 23,
year, when his father arrived.
1878, he arrived at Independence in Montgomery
County and soon afterwards went out to the old
farm near Liberty. In 1879, at the age of nineteen,
lie went on a ear load of wheat to Kansas Citj',
Missouri, and began work for Parker Brothers, furniture manufacturers, at 4-5 East Levee.
He remained with that firm until the spring of 1882.
Until December of the same year he was with the
Carlat Undertaking Comi)any, and in January, 1883,
returned to the home farm, where he remained until
the spring of 1884. Since the latter date his home
has been at Cofifeyville. In August, 1884, Mr. Rickett
entered the employ of Lange & Lapc, furniture
dealers and undertakers, and was with them several
years. In 1895 he went to Claremorc, Kansas, and
opened a furniture and undertaking business for
Col. F. A. Neilson, and was manager of the establishment until July, 1898. On returning to Coffeyville he was bookkeeper and salesman in a wholesale
house for six years, and then resumed employment
with a Coffeyville furniture company, where he remained until June 1, 1909. After that he was with
Ragle & Curry, in the insurance business, until July
At the latter date he opened his office to
1, 1912.
handle insurance and collections and has built up a
large clientage in those lines. In the fall of 1912 he
was elected justice of the peace, and still discharges
the duties of that office together with his other business. His offices are at Room 7 in the Odd Fellows
Mr. Bickett has acquired considerable
Building.
local real estate, including his home at 110 West

ett

North Street.

Politically he is an independent democrat.

He was

reared in and has always been faithful to the Catholic
Church, anil fraternally is affiliated with Star Lodge
No. 117, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, at Coffeyville; with Gate City Encampment No. 80, and
Canton of the same order; with Lodge No. 58, Improved Order of Red Men, at Coffeyville; is a life
member of lodge No. 305 of the Fraternal Order of
liagles; is a member of the Fraternal Aid Union at
Coffeyville; and belongs to Coffeyville Lodge No.
Tin.'!, Loyal Order of Moose; and with Anti-Horse

Thief Association.

He

is

a

member

of the Coffeyville

Commercial Club.

On November

IS, >S83, Mr. Bickett was married
Kansas, to Miss Chloe B. Shelley,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Shelley. Her
mother is now deceased and her father, who lives
with Mr. and Mrs. Bickett, was a pioneer settler

at

Coffeyville,

Montgomery County of 1869, and followed farming until he retired. Mr. and Mrs. Bickett have had
four children: Charles, who died at the age of one
and a half years; (Jrace, wife of Fred Felton, a
glass worker living at Tcrrc Haute, Indiana; J. O.,
who was born June 4, 18)S8, and died in December,
1911, at the age of twenty-three; and Quisle.
in

La Roy McCl.ELL.w Pexwei.l was born at Buchanan, Michigan, November 25, 1862.
He was one of
seven children of Kli W. and Mary L.
(Rouse) Penwell.

Eli Penwell was l)orn at Elkhart. Indiana.
He
went with his jmrents to Michigan when a small
boy, and spent most of his life in that state in the
lumber business. He dieil in Kansas in 1886. His

Kansas in 1889.
this sketch, L. M. Penwell, as he
is known, received his education in the rural schools
in Michigan, and came to Kansas with his
wife,

Mary

L., died in

The subject of

parents
At the
years of age.
age of eighteen years, he entered the employ of the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company,
and continue<i with that comi>any until April 1894,
when he launched his present business, that of
funeral director. His present business establishment
occuj)ies a space of seventy-five feet frontage, is
150 feet deep, three stories high, and is located at
506-508-510 Quincy Street, Topeka, Kansas.
There is no one in the West who has the
repu-

when he was but

thirteen

for more perfect service, and a better and
more broadly extended reputation as funeral director
and embalmer than has L. M. Penwell. He was one
of the organizers of the Kansas Funeral Directors
Association, and was its secretary for eighteen

tation

He

has been a member of the' National
Directors Association for 20 years, and
served as its president in 1905 and 1906.
He was
one of the men who drafted and secured the
passage
by the Kansas Legislature of the present laws governing embalmers and funeral directors. He has put his
entire energy in making his business establishment
one of the most complete in America.
Colonel Penwell has never sought political honors,
but at the solicitation of his friends, in 1909, he made
the campaign and was elected to the lower house
of the Kansas Legislature. He served one term, and
declined re-election.
In politics he is a democrat.
At the election of Governor Hodges in 1912, he was
appointed on the governor's military staff, with the
rank of colonel, and was reappointed to the same
position l)y Governor Capper in 1914.
Colonel Penwell takes a keen interest in the bosiness affairs of the city and state.
He is a director
in the Vermont Granite Comiiany, a director in the
Shawnee Building and Loan Association of Topeka,
and is president of the Kansas State Fair Association of Topeka.
He is a director and life member of the Kansas State Historical Society, and is a
member of the Topeka Club, the Topeka Country
Club, the Lake View Hunting and Fishing Club.
Among fratcrnalists they call Colonel Penwell a
He belongs to all the boilies of Masons,
joiner.
including the Blue Lodge, the Chajiter, the Comniandery, the Consistory, the Red Cross of ConstanHe is a Past Master in nearly
tine, and the Shrine.
all of these orders, including the Shrine of which he
years.

Funeral

a past potentate;' is an honorary Thirty third
Degree Scottish Rite Mason; a p.ast exalted ruler
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
a member of their Gnind Lodge.
He belongs to all
is

a-y-

'€

'
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yy^e^ttyut
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branches of the Odd FelloNvs Order, and at this writing
He is also
is serving as grand master of the state.
a memlier of many of the other^ orders, including
the Eagles, the Moose, Modern Woodmen of America,
Woodnien of the World, Knights and Ladies of Securof the
Royal Arcanum, the Ancient Order
ity,
United Workmen, and Knights of Pythias, and he
is a member of all their grand bodies.
Colonel Penwcll was married in August, 1888, to
Miss Mary H. E. Maston, of Mount Hope, in SedgShe died April 4, 1912,
wick County, Kansas.
He has one daughter, Portia
at Topeka, 'Kansas.
W. who is Mrs. John C. Stapel of Rock Port,
Mr. Stapel is editor and proprietor of the
Missouri.
Atchison County Mail.
Colonel Penwell 's home is in Topeka, where he
enjoys the distinction of being one of its leading
He has gone through all the hardships
citizens.
and privations that a great many of the early

Kansas experienced.
Colonel Penwell takes an active interest in everyHe has made no
thing that will benefit his city.
attempt to be other than a common citizen, doing
his level best to take his place among men, and to
He
build up the city and state in which he lives.
is
expects to make Topeka his home until he dies, and

settlers of

ready to spend his time and money and
its
ability for anything that will help Topeka or
citizens, and he would rather have his friends than
all the money in the world.

always

TnoM.'Vs A. Stevens, M. D. In the great majority
of cases, heredity has no rights which the biographers
of successful Americans, especially those of the

However, in
West, feel called upon to respect.
shaping the course of some men it wields a distinct
influence, and must be noted when the tendency born
in a man is nurtured by an ever-present force in
the same lines, crowding other avenues of thought

and comi)elling devotion to a certain vocation or
Heredity, supplementing environment
profession.
and training, has had much to do in shaping the
career of Dr. Thomas A. Stevens, a leading physician and surgeon of Caney.
Not only his father,
but his maternal grandfather, were physicians before
him, and the predilection for his calling that has
contributed so greatly to his success is but his natural
inheritance from men of professional skill and zeal.
Doctor Stevens was born at Corydon, the county
seat of Harrison County, Indiana, March 14, 18-56,
a son of J. D. and Margaret A. (Johnson) Stevens.
J. D. Stevens was born in 18.35, at Corydon, of
Seotcli-Irisli and French parents, was prepared for
his profession at Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, and Miami Medical College, Cincinnati, Ohio,
graduating from the latter with the class of 1867,
and commenced practice at Vincennes, Indiana, whence
he had removed in 1860.
He successfully followed
his profession for many years in Indiana, liut in
the evening of life came to Kansas, where his death
He was married in
occurred, at Peru, in 1913.
185.5 to Margaret A. Johnson, who was born at
Vincennes, Indiana, of Scotch and French descent,
daughter of Dr. William Johnson, who was a medical
practitioner at Vincennes for forty years and died
there when seventy years of age.
He was the son
of a Revolutionary soldier, Gen. Richard .Tohnson,
who became famous in what was then known as the
Northwest. The children of Doctor and Mrs. Stevens
were as follows: Thomas A., of this review; Nancy
A., who is the wife of John H. Sams, connected with
a gold smelter at Victor, Colorado; Dora K., the wife

1939

of R. I. Hillman, a republican cx-postm.aster of Peru,
Kan.sas; Dr. J. C, a graduate of Rush Medical
College, Chicago, and now a successful practicing
physician and surgeon of Tulsa, Oklahoma; Jemima,
who is the wife of William Haberly, a farmer of
Peru, Kansas; Maude, the wife of O. D. Hicks, a
merchant of Las Vegas, Nevada; and Edgar M., a
smelter worker residing at Caney, Kansas.
Thomas A. Stevens received his primary education
in tlie schools of Vincennes, Indiana, being graduated from the high school when sixteen years old. At
that early age he displayed industry and ability as
a teacher in the schools of Indiana and continued
In March, 1876, he
as an educator for two years.
came to Kansas, accepting the position of teacher
in the school at Sedan, where he remained for two
His next employment was as clerk
years more.
in a drug store, and it was here that his inherent
talent made itself felt and he began the study of
In -1880 he matriculated in the Missouri
medicine.
Medical College, and in 1881-2 attended a course of
lectures at the Kansas City Medical College.
However, he did not complete the course in the latter
year, Ijut began the practice of his calling at Cedarvale, Kansas, where he remained until January 1,
1885.
At that time Doctor Stevens came to Caney,
where he remained for a ]ieriod of seven years,
although he has been engaged in practice in Southeastern Kansas continuously since.
Being an undergraduate, the reputation and business of Doctor Stevens depended wholly upon his
work when he entered upon his career, but so earnestly
did lie apply himself to the thorough study of every
ease brought to him for treatment that he soon was
well on the way to success. In 1891 he returned to the
Kansas City Medical College, now the medical department of the University of Kansas, and was graduated
March 15, 1892, with the degree of Doctor of MediIn 1899 he took his first post-graduate work in
cine.
the New York City Polyclinic, and in 1902 returned
to New York City, where he did a few weeks' work
in the clinics of the various hospitals of the metropolis.
In 1002 and 1905 he attended the Policlinic at
Doctor Stevens was appointed United States
CTliicago.

pension

examining surgeon by President Cleveland

1893, and retained that position for four years,
during which time over 1,200 veterans of the Civil
war appeared before him for examination. He was
also apjiointed medical examiner for all the old line
insurance companies doing business in the State of
Kansas, and in the work of that office his attention
was called to the urgent need of an organization
of medical examiners in the LTnited States.
Accordingly, he addressed 100 letters to as many prominent
j)hysicians all over the country, calling their attention to the propriety of such an organization, with
the result that .Tune 2, 1900, at Vincennes, Indiana,
there was completed the organization of the American Association of Life Insurance Examining Surgeons, which now bears the name of the American
Medical Examiners' Association, and which, in point
of numbers, ranks second only to the American
Medical Association.
Doctor Stevens w,as secretary
of the organization for three years.
He is also a
member of the Caney City Medical Society, the Montgomery County Medical Society, the Southeastern
Kansas Medical Society, the Kansas State Medical
Society, the American Medical Association and the
Santa Fe Railroad Medical and Surgical Society,
and is an ex-member of the International Association
of Railway Surgeons.
He has been local surgeon
for the Missouri Pacific and Santa Fe railwavs, and
in
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throughout his work has been successful both

A

jiro-

fessioiially and financially.
great ileal of his practice has extended to Oklahoma and the Indian Terri-

where he has had among his clientele members
of the Osage, Cherokee, Delaware, Choctaw, Munsee
and Cheyenne Indian tribes. In 1900 Doctor Stevens

,

Thomas A., .Jr., of Caney, who is connected
with the chemical department of the American
Zinc,
Lead and Smelter Comjiany.

and

torr,

and equipped the Caney Sanitarium and Hoswhich, measured by tlie good it has accomplished, has been one of the most successful of the
built

pital,

city's institutions.

Doctor Stevens maintains well-appointed offices on
State Street, opposite the postoffice, while his resilience, which he owns, is a modern and handsome
structure at tlie corner of S|.ring Street and Tliird
Avenue. Formerly he was the owner of a large farm
in

Montgomery County and

fifteen

residence projier-

Cauey, but these he has traded comparatively
recently for Kansas City property, which he stiil
owns.
During his residence at Caney, Doctor Stevens has
taken .a prominent part in public affairs and an
active interest in the growth and development of
the town, a rapidly developing manufacturing city the
growth of which is due to its being the center of
one of the most extensive oil and gas fields in the
world.
For sixteen years he served as a member
of the Caney Board of Kducation, being for nine
years of this time its president. In both of President
.Cleveland's administrations he acted as United States
pension examining surgeon. A democrat in politics,
he was elected on the ticket of that party to the
ofBce of mayor in 1900, and during that and the
ensuing year gave Caney a most excellent and efficient administration, conserving its interests anil
ties at

getting the greatest value of good from the city's
He was the candidate for county clerk in
Chautauqua County on one occasion, and while there
is a normal republican
majority there of 2,000 votes,
met defeat by onlj- sixty-five votes.
In February,
Doctor
Stevens was appointed postmaster of
1916,
an
in
office
which he is giving the satisfaction
Caney,
that only a man of his ability and executive force
can grant. Fraternally, Doctor Stevens is prominent,
being identified with Caney Lodge No. :V24, .\ncient
finances.

Free and Accepted Masons: Caney Chapter No. 90,
Royal Arch Masons; Caney Camp No. 941, Modern
Woodmen of America; Caney Lodge No. T21.5, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; and an cx-niember of the Ancient Order of t'nited Workmen and the
Anti-Horse Thief Association.
Doctor Stevens was married May 16, 1880. at Peru,
Kansas, to Miss Luella Sams, daughter of W. C. and
Lucy Sams. Mr. .Sams was an early stockman of
Kansas, and both he and his wife are now deceased.
To Doctor and Mrs. Stevens the following children
were born: O. V., member of the lumber firm which
has several yards in Oklahoma, and manager of the
branch at Nowata, that state, an ex-member of the
Kansas Legislature, who was elected as representative
by more than 1,000 majority on the democratic ticket
in a district normally strong for the
re|>ublican i>arty,
and the youngest member in the house during his
session; Norene K., who is the wife of W. G. Longtoft,
a glass worker of Caney; Mabel C, who is the wife

W. Connelly, president of the (Connelly Glass
Company and vice president of the Caney Pipe Line
Company and the Owen Zinc Company, and with
other large interests at and about Caney; Maude E.,
who resides with her parents; Frances, who is
of G.

the wife of

Wilson of Caney, ]iroprietor of the
Leta P... who is the
(Janse, a banker of Mound City, Kan.sas;

.1.

II.

Bon Ami Limiber Company;
wife of C.

I.

Ho.\. W. W. Thompson.
The interests of the
widow and orphan are ])rotected and safeguarded so
far as is humanely possible in Labette County where

W. W. Thomjison is ])robate judge. That is the finest
proof of his administration of that office during the
last six years.
Judge Thompson, while not a lawyer
by profession, is a man of judicial temperament," of
wide experience in business and public affairs, and
has both the personal integrity and impartiality
which qualify him so well for his present duties.
He is one of the older settlers of Labette County.
He was born in Montgomery County, Illinois, April
1864, and is of Scotch descent.
His grandfather
;!,
Archibald Thompson was born in .Scotland, came to
America in time to participate in the War of 1812,
afterwards settled in Kentucky, where he married,
and then moved to Illinois where he followed farming in Clinton County until his death in 1866. Judge
Thompson was about two years of age when his
grandfather died.
The father, G. W. Thompson, was born in Kentucky January 19, 18.39. He grew to manhood in his
native state, but was married in Jefferson County,
Illinois, where he spent many years as a farmer aiid
stock raiser.
He died in Montgomery County in
He was a deacon in the Baptist
January, 1906.
Church and in politics a democrat. G. W. Thompson
married Mary j. Raincy, who was born in Tennessee
in 1840 and died in
Montgomery County, Illinois, in
1876.
Their children were: Cynthia A., wife of W.
A. Davis, a coal miner at Hornsby, Illinois; Louisa
I., who lives in Decatur, Illinois, the widow of J. T.
Owens, who was a railroad man, and died November
:!,
1914; W. F. Thompson, a Baptist minister now
located at Petersburg, Illinois; .ludge W. W. G. W.,
Jr., a breeder of fine stock at Girard, Kansas: and
M. G. Thompson, who recently came from Valparaiso,
Nebraska, to Parsons, and has bought a farm in
Labette County.
As a boy Judge Thompson spent his time on a farm
in Montgomery County, Illinois, attended the
public
schools there, and in 1884 attended the course of the
;

high school at Litchfield. On leaving high school at
the age of eighteen he came out to Kansas and for a
time farmed at McCune in Crawford County.
For
more than twenty years he was successfully identified
with farming and the raising of breeding stock in
Labette County.
.Tudge Thomjison enjoys a high
repute among the farmers in this section of Kansas,
and is still identified with the industry as the owner
of farming land. His principal farm consists of 160
acres and is situated in Liberty Township two miles
south of Parsons.
He also has a farm in Oswego
Town.sliip. twenty acres of which are inside the city
limits.
His own home at Oswego, where he has
resided since his election to the office of probate
judse, is at 5 Illinois Street.
Since he was twenty-one years of age Judge
Thompson has been actively interested in republican
politics, and has filled a number of positions both of
a political nature and involving public trusts.
In
1910 he was proposed as a candidate for the office
of county judge, was elected, and has since been
In
regularly reelected at the end of each two years.
1916 he was reelected for a fourth term with jiractiWhile living in Libcally no important opposition.
erty Township he served a number of years on the
school board and for four years was justice of the
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He now

Oswego.

has his

offices

in the

eourtliousc at

m

Judge Tliompson is a deacon m the Baptist Lluircli,
and particularly in the early days took a very prominent part in the American Horse Thief Association.
He was president of Lodge No. 193, A. H. T. A. m
was elected seven
Liberty Township for seven years,
was a naconsecutive years as a state delegate and
tional delegate in 1909 at Fort Smith, Arkansas,
and in 1910 at Jacksonville, Illinois. Judge Tliompson is one of the five members of the Board of Public
Welfare Club at Oswego, and for the past three
i-

i

1

member of the city school
years has served as a
He belongs to the Oswego Commercial Club.
board.
In 1886 in McCunc, Kansas, he married Miss Alice
M. Boss, daughter of R. M. and Jane (Marshall)
Her father, now deceased, was a farmer in
Boss.
Crawford County, and her mother resides in McCune.
F. B.
Judge and Mrs. Thompson have six children:and
Thompson, who operates his father's old farm
stock ranch two miles south of Parsons; Grace L.,
wife of O. L. Gray, a farmer five miles south of
his father's
Parsons; E. E. Thompson, who lives on
A. B. Thompson, who is a student
farm in

Oswego;
Kansas State University at Lawrence, graduated from the Oswego High School in 1915, and is
in the

his father's deputy during vacations; Myrtle M., is
a senior in the Oswego High School; and Mabel, the
of the public schools.
youngest, is in the eighth grade

Karl E. Bauersfeld. One of the most prominent
among the younger generation who are contributing

the advancement and prosperity of the smaller
communities of Southeastern Kansas is Karl E.
Bauersfeld, mayor of the thriving and progressive
Town of Earleton, Neosho County, and cashier of the
Earleton State Bank. Mayor Bauersfeld has been a
resident of Earleton for but a little more tlian five
has thoroughly established
years, but during this time
"himself as a capable and energetic man of business,
and in his official capacity has done much to aid civic
advancement.
Karl E. Bauersfeld was born August 12, 1890, in
Woodson County, Kansas, and is a son of G. and
Martha (Shriber) Bauersfeld. His father was born
near the City of Berlin, Germany, in 1858, and was
twenty years of ase when he came to the United
of
States, settling in Wilson County, Kansas, as. one
There he
the early residents of that community.
he developed into
purchased 320 acres of land, which
one of the fine jiroperties of the section, and which
he increased to 400 acres. He continued to be ento

gaged in agricultural pursuits until his retirement,
and is now living at Yates Center, Kansas. Mr.
Bauersfeld is a republican and has served in the

a member of
capacity of township treasurer. He is
the Evangelical Church and very active in its work.
Mrs. Bauersfeld was also born in Germany, in 1861,
A daughand has been the mother of three children
ter who died in infancy; Karl E.; and Fred, who
resides at Kansas City, Missouri, and is connected
with the Kansas City Star.
Karl E. Bauersfeld grew up on his father's farm,
and attended the public schools of Woodson County
until he was eighteen years of age, at which time he
:

enrolled as a student at the Central Business College,
Kansas City, Missouri. On completing his course at
that institution he became bookkeeper at the Gridley
(Kansas) State Bank, but after one year the bank
was sold and Mr. Bauerfeld entered a store at that
In 1911 he came to
place in the capacity of clerk.
Earleton in the capacity of bookkeeper of the Earleton
Vol.
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State Bank, and his faithful service and fine ability
won him promotion to the cashiership in 191-1, a
the present time. The
jiosition which he occupies at
Earleton State Baitk was founded March 29, 1907, at
which time the officers were: J. B. Chambers, president; J. Y. Converse, vice president; and A. W. Cook,
J. R. Chambers
The present officers are:
cashier.
(represented by estate as Mr. Chambers is deceased),
K. E.
president; O. M. Balch, vice president; and
Bauersfeld, cashier. The bank has a capital of $10,000 and a surplus of $2,000, and is housed in a new
brick bank building on Neodesha Street, which was
erected in 1911. Mr. Bauersfeld is a careful and
con.servative banker, and is careful of the interests
of the depositors, among whom he is very popular
because of his unfailing courtesy and obliging

manner.
Mr. Bauersfeld has always voted the republican

and wields a strong influence in politics in his
community. In the office of mayor, to which he was
elected in 1915, he has endeavored to give his adopted
community a clean and serviceable administration, and
his efforts have been productive of good results in the
way of civic improvements. He belongs to the Evanwith the
gelical Church, and is fraternally affiliated
Ancient Order of United Workmen of Earleton and to
Chanute Camp No. 64, Independent Order of Odd
ticket

Fellows.

Mr. Bauersfeld was married in June, 1916, at Portland, Oregon, to Miss Pearl Brocaw, of that city, who
was born at Burlington, Kansas.

McNabney, secretary-treasurer and manager
Kansas Wholesale Grocery Company of CoffeyKansas
ville, has had a very progressive career as a
business man. He has lived in this state for thirty
When a young man his ambition
years or more.
was to become a lawyer. There were others to think
of besides himself, and in providing for them he
had to give up such career and he thus found himself on a homestead claim in Western Kansas. From
M.

S.

of the

one step to another he made his way in the business
world, and about ten years ago founded the wholesale grocery house which is now' known to retail
merchants all over Southeastern Kansas and is one
of the important institutions of Coffeyville.
He was born at Coulterville, Perry County, Illinois, January 10, 1862, a son of James and Elizabeth
His parents bore the
A. (McNabney) McNabney.
same surnames but were not related, and both were
of Scotch descent, the name being originally spelled
McNab. Both parents were born in the northern
part of Ireland near Belfast. James McNabney was
born in 1S09, came to America in 1857, and died in
Perry County, Illinois, in 18S1. In Ireland he pursued the trade of cabinet maker, but was a farmer
and stock raiser in Perry County, Illinois. After
becoming an American citizen he voted the republican ticket, and was a very active member and supporter of the United Presbyterian Church. His wife
survived him a number of years and died in Western
Kansas in 1893. Their children were: Robert, who
became a farmer and died in Lyon County, Kansas,
at

Americus

in 1912,

aged about sixty-eight; Eliza-

beth A., who is now living at Greeley, Colorado, the
widow of John M. McMillan, who was a farmer;
William, a retired land owner at Liberal, Kansas;
Bebecca, wife of Bev. Mr. Rlodgett, a minister of
the Seventh Day Adventist Church, and they reside
at College View, Nebraska; Anna is the wife of
James Irvin, a retired farmer :it Americus, Kansas;

1942
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Foundrv and Machine Company. Mr. Graham was
\V. J. Craig, a farmer at Evans,
the real founder of this business, and is an experiS.
M.
is
McXabney.
in
seventh
the
age
Colorado;
enced foundry man, having served his apprenticeship
M.
S.
death
McNabney
father's
his
of
time
the
At
manv vears ago in Kansas.
he
had
meantime
In
the
of
vears
nineteen
was
age.
a" native son of Kansas he was born at Neodcsha
lUinow,
of
schools
County,
the
Perry
attended
public
June 23, 1877. This branch of the Graham family
in
an
student
a
academy.
was
vears
three
and for
came originallv from Scotland and lived for many
After leaving school he farmed from the age of eight
His father L. H. Graham
and
years in the State of Ohio.
out
to
moved
then
Kansas,
and
een until 1S84,
He grew
'was born at Mount Sterling. Ohio, in 1847.
For
farmer.
as
a
in
vears
Lyon County
spent six
in that state, and in 1871 became a Kansas piothe
up
but
read
he
time
having
that
law,
of
one rear
followed the
neer, locating at Neodesha, where he
for his mother and sister
responsibilitv of caring
cattle and butcher business for a number of years.
moved
to
he
From
it
County
he gave
Lyon
up.
He left Neodesha in 1884, lived for a time at the old
Western Kansas and took up a claim of 160 acres.
in existence,
Village of Litchfield, which is no longer
that
cultivated
and
he
vears
For three
improved
and in 1893 moved to Pittsburg, where he died in
and
hardware
in
the
also
was
engaged
land, and
1903. He was an active republican, a member of the
implement business.
Ancient Order of United Workmen and the Modern
he
his
in
next
the
to
progress
step
Preparatory
Woodmen of America, and industry and integrity
in
a
course
shorthand,
finished
and
went to Topeka
L. H. Graham
characterized his career throughout.
Busithe
in
and
Topeka
bookkeeping
typewriting
married Marian A. Knapp, who was born in Ohio
McNabMr.
next
ten
the
ness College. During
years
in 1855 and is still living at Pittsburg, Kansas.
Comney was connected with the Davis Mercantile
They reared a large family of children: Harry C,
lines
in
mercantile
His
experience
pany of Topeka.
who" is in the butcher and cattle business at Pittsthe
with
for
several
Coffeywas also continued
years
who died in infancy;
burg; E. L. Graham; Frank,
Mr.
In
ville Mercantile Company.
in 1913;
April, 1907,
Marian, who died unmarried at Pittsburg
Wholesale
Kansas
Grocery
electrical engiMcNabney organized the
Corresta, wife of Arthur Fletcher, an
a
modest
on
out
started
firm
Companv,' and this
neer employed bv the Jackson-Walker Coal and Minscale with headquarters near the Missouri Pacific
Kansas; Taylor and
ing Companv a't Frontenac,
the
and
company completed
depot. In December, 1910,
Lemuel, botli of whom died in early boyhood;
and
a
two-story
its new offices and warehouses,
who is bookkeeper and cashier for the Acme
Ray,
of
corner
the
at
Ruth
basement building 70x160 feet,
Fo'undry and Machine Company at Coffeyville;
Thirteenth and Willow streets near the Missouri Paand Irma, both of whom live at Pittsburg with their
H.
are:
The officers of this company
cific station.
in the public
mother, and the latter is a teacher
W. Read, president: A. J. Robertson, vice president;
schools in Pittsburg.
and M. S. McNabney, secretary, treasurer, manager
The public schools of the old town of Litchfield,
educaand buyer. Mr. McNabney is in fact the mainKansas, supplied E. L. Graham with his early
He
success.
books at the age of thirteen
spring of the company 's activities and
tion, but left school and
a
large
has built up the business until it supplies
and entered upon a practical career, spending three
share of the local grocery trade in and around
butcher Imsiness. After
years with his father in the
CofTeyville and is rapidly extending its territory.
that he was engaged in mining coal up to 1S96.
his abiliMr. JlcXabney is also secretary of the Mission Oil
Seeking a new trade and a larger field for
he learned the pattern maker's trade, and
Companv and is a director of the Basement Sample
ties,

Maggie married

Store.

an attractive residence at 605 West
Fifth Street, and some other residence property on
West Ninth Street. Mr. McNabney is a republican, is a member of the Coffeyville Library Board,
and has given much of his time for years to the
interests of the Presbyterian Church. He has serve.l
as elder, was a trustee of the church nine years, and

He owns

for eleven years was superintendent of its Sunday
School.
His fraternal affiliations are with Camp
No. 665, Modern Woodmen of America, with the
Triple Ties, with Lodge No. 1193, Loyal Order of
Moose, with the Woodmen of the World, with the
United Commercial Travelers, with the Sons and
Daughters of .lustice, all these organizations being

represented at Coffeyville.
In 1^9."} at Topeka Mr. McNabney married Miss
Maggie Wilson. Her father S. T. Wilson is a gro-

cery merchant at Emporia, Kansas. To their marriage have been born five children: Grace, a senior
in the Emporia College at Emporia; Roy, who graduated from the Coffeyville High School in 1916;
Warren, a freshman in high school; Raymond and

Margaret.
E. L. Gr.\ham. The large industries of Coffey
have brought to that community many men of
One of those
ability from all parts of the world.
to be' named in this class of energetic citizenship is
E. L. Graham, treasurer and manager of the Acme

ville

in 1903 to
having become proficient was advanced
the position of superintendent of the United Iron
Works at Cherrvvale, Kansas. Mr. Graham remained
1914
in that responsible position until 1913, and in
came to Coffeyville and organized the Acme Foundry
and Machine Company.
This is an industry of more than local importance.
It does a general foundry and machine business,
manufactures iron, brass "and aluminum castings,
The
and all kinds of machinery pattern works.
corner of Thirteenth and
the
at
located
are
shops
Beech streets. The executive officers of the company
are: C. M. Hodshire, president; E. L. Graham, treas-

urer and manager; and Ray Graham, brother of
is
E. L., secretary and cashier. Mr. E. L. Graham
also manager of the CoffeyvUlc Salvage Company.
He shows a decided interest in local affairs, is a
is a
working member of the Chamber of Commerce,
is affiliated with Council No. 141 of
and
republican
the United Commercial Travelers at Independence,
with Lodge No. 780 Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks at Indeiiendence, and Keystone Lodge No. 102
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons at Coffeyville.

On June 5,
Maude Huff.

1901,

Her

at

Pittsburg he married Miss
now deceased, was a

father,

and her mother is still living at Pittsburg.
marriage have been born four children:
Ethan C, born August 3, 1902; Glen, born .Tuly 26,
1906; Marie, born August 28, 1909; and Kenneth,

g.ardener
To their

horn April

2.1.

191.'5.
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Fred Perkins. To acquire a name that is a
syuonj-m of business integrity and honor and that is
entitled to the respect of an entire community is of
itself one of the highest goals to which the ambition
of a man can aspire. It is not something that can
be attained in a few short years. It is the result of
long continued energy, fair dealing and strict probity.
The people of Labette County know Fred Perkins
not only as an old settler of that section but as a man
who has carried a fine force and wholesomeness of
character into all his relations with the community.
For many years he has been and still is an active
farmer in the county and in later years has buUt up
an extensive business in farm loans and is president
of the State Bank of Oswego.
He is one of the comparatively few Kansas men
who can trace their ancestry in an unbroken line to
the time when the Massachusetts Bay colony was
established.
His original American ancestor was
John Perkins, who was born at Newent, GloucesterEngland, in 1590. He sailed from Bristol,
England, on December 1, 1630, with his family, and
landed at Nantucket, Massachusetts, in May, 1631.
He died in 1 6.54. His son, Jacob Perkins, was born
in England in 1624 and was six years of age when
1he family left England.
He died in Massachusetts
in 'iCtdd.
The ne.xt generation was headed by Matthew
Perkins, who was born in Connecticut and died in
Chaplain of that state in 1773. Matthew Perkins,
who was a farmer, married his wife when she was
fifteen years of age, ajid their first child was born
when she was sixteen. She became the mother of
twelve children and lived to be eighty-seven years
shire,

of age.
In the next generation was Ephraim Perkins, who
was born at Chaplain, Connecticut, in 1745, spent his
life as a farmer and died at Becket, Massachusetts,
in 1813.
Becket was the home of a number of generations of this family.
Ephraim Perkins was the
great-grandfather of Fred Perkins. The grandfather
was Origen Augustus Perkins, who was born at
Becket in 1785 and died at Becket in 1854. • He
spent all his life as a farmer.
Fred Perkins was born at Becket, Massachusetts,
September 16, 1845, and is a son of C. O. Perkins.
His father was born at Becket, September 22, 1820,
and died at Thomasville, Georgia, in May, 1887. He
was reared and married at Becket and was not only
a farmer but a prominent business man of his town.
His home throughout his life was at Becket, though
his interests led him to various other states.
He paid
his first visit to Kansas in 1871, and spent much of
his time in this state thereafter.
In his home state
and town he served as chairman of the school board
many years, and was a republican and a member
of the Congregational Church.
C. O. Perkins married Serepta C. Snow, who was born in Becket in
1824 and died there in 1845. Of their marriage Fred
Perkins was the only child. The father then married
a sister of his first wife. Olive C. Snow. She was
born in 1818 at Becket and died there in 1884. She
became the mother of two children:
Belle died in
girlhood at Becket; Blanche lives at Dorchester,
Massachusetts, the widow of R. F. Alger, who was a
minister of the Baptist Church.
His early life Fred Perkins spent in his native
Town of Becket. He attended the public schools there
and in 1865 graduated from the Wilbraham Academy.
For two years he was also a student in the University
of Michigan at Ann Arbor.
Mr. Perkins has been
continuously identified with Southeastern Kansas since
1870 and was thus one of the early pioneers of Labette
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County, locating there soon after the Indians left,
and the land was open for settlement. He began
farming at Oswego, and farming is the vocation that
furnished him at least the foundation for hjs generous
He still owns about 900 acres, divided
Ijrosperity.
into several high class farms, situated north, south
and west of Oswego. He devotes this land to diversified farming and is one of the leading raisers of
lleroford cattle in the county.
His comfortable
home is situated on North Street in Oswego. He
also owns the office building on Commercial Street
where his own offices are. He is president of the
State Bank of Oswego, and is senior member of the
firm of Fred and C. S. Perkins, dealers in farm loans.
They are one of the old and reliable firms in this
line, and their Ijusiness covers Southeastern Kansas,
Southern Missouri, Northern Arkansas and Eastern

Oklahoma.
While getting his creditable success Mr. Perkins
has not neglected the public welfare. For fifteen
years he served as a member of the city council of
Oswego, and is president of the Labette County Good
Roads Association. He is an independent republican,
a member of the Oswego Commercial Club, and in
Masonry is aflSliated with Oswego Lodge No. 63,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Oswego Chapter

No. 13, Royal Arch Masons, and Oswego Commandery
No. 7, Knights Templar.
In September, 1869, at Becket, Massachusetts, Mr.
Perkins married Miss Mai-y E. May of "Woodstock,
Connecticut. Her father, Thomas May, was a farmer.
Of the seven children born to Mr. and Mrs. Perkins
three now survive.
A brief record of the children
as follows:
Thomas, who died at the age of fourteen months; Charles Snow, who is a graduate of the
State Normal School at Emporia and is now junior
member of the firm of Fred and C. S. Perkins, farm
loans, at Oswego; Clitus, who died at the age of
eleven months; Olive May, who died at the age of
one year the fifth child died in infancy unnamed
Kate S., a graduate of the Oswego Woman's College,
is the wife of W. E. McGregor of Oswego; Elizabeth
M., also a graduate of Oswego College, is the wife
of Ray Taylor, a jeweler at Oswego.
is

;

;

Kelly. The removal of the Kelly family
Kansas nearly fifty years ago brought a remarkably

M.4.RTIN J.
to

and substantial stock of people into the state.
Martin J. Kelly, who was a child at the time of the
family removal, and for thirty years or more has kept
himself very busily employed at farming, contracting,
and lianking, and is now cashier of the St. Paul State
Bank at St. Paul. There were fourteen children, and
as a family these children have made a mark in the
virile

world.

Their father was William E. Kelly, who was born
Tunm, Ireland, in 1839. He had all the natural wit
and wisdom of the true Irishman, and was never at a
loss for means to make himself independent in the
world. Wlien he was a small child his parents came
to America and settled in Butler County, Ohio, where
he wa.'j reared and married. He farmed there for a
time, but soon after his marriage removed to Peoria
County, Illinois. It was on the farm in that county
that Martin J. Kelly was born August 17, ISG.").
Four years later, in 1869, the family came to Kansas
and located near Gardner in Johnson County. There
William E. Kelly bought 160 acres of practically unimproved land, and made it the nucleus of a farm
which had few peers in that populous and highly imHe was a very successful
]iroved agricultural section.
farmer and in 1994 he retired and moved to Olathe,
in

KANSAS AND KAXSAXS

1944

At the time of his
lie (lieJ in Marcli, 1911.
death he owned 45^ acres, ami that lioily of huiil is
William E. Kelly
still administered as an estate.
was a republican, a member of the Catholic Church
and of the Knights of Columbus, ami he had a great
He married
host of loyal friends and few enemies.
Catherine Dowd, who was born in Connaught, Ireland, in 1838 and died at Olathc, Kansas, in Novemwhcro

ber, 1910.

The jiride which these j^arents took in their children
was entirely justified. As already stated there were
fourteen of them. Brief reference to their names and
Wilrespective positions in the world is as follows:
liam H., a grain dealer at Edgertou, Kansas; Mary
who is in the insurance
I., wife of W. T>. Hendricks,
business at Olathc: J. V. Kelly, a general contractor
at Kansas City, Mi.ssouri; Thomas T., whose name is
known all over Kansas by his former service as state
Edward E.,
treasurer and is a contractor at Paola
who died on the old farm at Gardner, Kansas, at the
age of twenty-five: Margaret, who died at Wichita in
1912, the widow of William Sherr, who was a farmer;
Martin J.; Rev. Bernard S., who is pastor of the
Catholic Cathedral at Leavcnwortli, Kansas; Ella C,
wife of Martin Geer, a rancher in Montana; Marian,
a Sister of Charity at Topeka; Joseph A., in the real
estate and loan business at Kansas City, Missouri ;
Anna, wife of .1. A. Marshall, a farmer and livestock
auctioneer at Gardner; Frank X. and Charles M.,
both on the old farm in Johnson County.
Martin J. Kelly spent the first twenty-one years
of his life on his father's farm. In the meantime he
attended the public schools of .Johnson County. On
starting out for himself he anil his brother Thoma.s
:

farming a place in ])artnership in Miami
County, and they remained there eight years. After
that for fifteen years Martin Kelly was associated
with his brother, William H., in the milling and grain
began

business at Edgerton.

He and

his brother,

Thomas,

again resumed relations as partners, and joined the
Lantry Contracting Company of Strong City, Kansas,
and for eighteen months they were engaged in building one of the most monumental pieces of railway
construction in America, Haton Tunnel, near the City
of Raton, New Mexico.
Since then Mr. Kelly has given his principal attention to banking.
From 1900 until Sejttember 1, lOlo,
he was president and cashier of the Edgerton State
Bank, and on October 1, 191.5, became cashier of the
St. Paul State Bank.
The St. Paul State Bank was established in 1802,
its first ofiicers being Paul Kimball, president
Walter
and H. C. Carpenter, cashier.
Petty, vice president
In October, 191.5, a consolidation was effected between
this bank ami the Mission Bank.
The present officers
are:
Patrick Diskin, president; B. B. Fitzsimmons,
;

;

The
president; and Martin J. Kelly, cashier.
banK has its paid up capital stock of $20,000 and
The bank
surplus and undivided profits of $(),.500.
is well situated on Central Avenue at St. Paul.
Mr. Kelly is also a stockholder in the Midwest
National Bank of Kansas City, Missouri. Politically
he has .always been a republican. For eight years
he served aa mayor of Edgerton. He is a member of
the Catholic Church, and of St. Paul Council No. 760
Ho and his fanjily
of the Knights of Columbus.
vice

reside in a comfortable residence which they own on
Main Street. In February, 1895, at Edgerton, Mr.
Kelly married Miss Grace Scott.- ller father, G. W.
Scott, is a retired lumber dealer living at Kansas
Mrs. Kelly died at Edgerton in 1900,
Citj', Missouri.
leaving two children, Paul, who assists his father in

the bank, and Harold, who is a .student in the St.
Francis School at St. Paul. In 1912, at Kansas City,
Missouri, Mr. Kelly married for his present wife
Miss Minnie Harrington, daughter of D. A. Harrington, a retired contractor living at Kansas City, MisMr. and Mrs. Kelly have three children, Marsouri.
tin J., W'illiam H. and Mary Catherine.

Thomas

C.

Harbourt.

A

resident for thirty-eight

years is not the only distinction of Tliomas C. Harbourt at Coffcyville. He is a man of wide interests
and activities, has been a contractor and builder,
lias filled many local ofiices with credit and efficiency, and is one of the best known men in fraternal circles in Southeastern Kansas.
He is still
active in Ijusiness, handles real estate, and is also
a justice of the peace.
His earlier years were spent in Ohio. His people
were of German stock, lived in old Virginia some
years, and afterwards identified themselves with
the abolition movement in Ohio. Thomas C. Harbourt was born in JofTerson County, Ohio, September 25, 1S49. His grandfather Peter Harbourt was
born in Germany in 1783, came to this country
when a young man, lived in old Virginia for some
years and about 1840 established his home in Jefferson County, Ohio.
He served all through the war
with Mexico, but his chief pursuit was as a farmer.
Of his children the only one now living is Cromwell O., who is a retired oil producer and operator
in Harrison County, Ohio.
Mr. Harbourt 's grandfather in the maternal line was Samuel McClain,
who was born and married in Scotland, and soon
after his marriage emigrated to America, becoming
a
farmer, and afterwards moving to Jefferson

County, Ohio, where he died before Thomas C. Harbourt was born.
John B. Harbourt, father of Thomas C, was born
near Hot Springs, Virginia, in 1814. He grew up
in fliat locality, but in lS.'!i} moved out of Virginia
across the Ohio River into the rugged country west
of Wheeling in .Jefferson County.
He remained
there and conducted his farm vintil his death in
Like many of the people living in the hills
1892.
west of the Ohio River in .Jefferson County he was
an ardent abolitionist, and his house was one of
the stations on the underground railway whereby
m.any a fugitive slave from the South found refuge
until his progress toward freedom in Canada could
be advanced. .John B. Harbourt was an intimate
friend of Alexander Clark, editor of the Pittsburg
He voted for Harrison, the
Christian Advocate.
whitr candidate, in 1840 and afterwards became a
republican. He filled a number of local offices, was
a member of the state militia, and was a very
devout Methodist and class leader in the church.
.John B. Harbourt married Rachel McClain, who was
born in Washington County, Pennsylvania, in 1817
:ind died in Jefferson County, Ohio, in 1898.
Their
iliildren were: Catherine, who died in .Jefferson
County, Ohio, at the age of thirty-nine; Thomas C;
George H., a farmer in Columbiana County, Ohio;
Mary E., wife of Samuel Watt, a farmer in Jeffer•son County, Ohio: .John W., a railroad man connected
with the Wellsville and Cleveland Railroad, with
home at Wellsville: Thursa E., wife of .John Swickard, a farmer of Jefferson County: W. W. Harbourt,
who has been a farmer and now lives in Columbiana
County, Ohio: Ida M., wife of John Miler, of Hammondsville. Ohio; and the nini.i and youngest, a
daughter died in infancy.
During his early youth s^)cnt in .Jefferson County,
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0. Harbouit attended the district schools,
went to Bichmond,
anil after reacliing his majority
and was a student in the United Presbyterian

Thomas
Ohio,

(:olU--re,

paving

iira.luating' in

his

through the course and
a teacher's certificate
teaching, he never followed

way

1871

all

with

TliouKh qualified for
rethat profession, and instead, in January, 187^,
moved to Defiance County, Ohio, where he entered
the lumber and milling business.
came
In March, 1878, from Ohio Mr. Harbourt
identified with
to CofEeyville, Kansas, and was thus
when the
that community in the very early days,

town was

in fact as well as in

name

tlie

t4ate City

For a number of years he
Indian Territory.
and
carried on an extensive business as a contractor
structures
builder and manv of the homes and other
in and around Coiffevville testify to his workmanship.
The honors of oflice fell ujion him early during
as chief
his residence at Coffevville, and he served
1901 and 1902.
of police in ISSO, again in 1883, 1897,
He was marshal of the court of Ooffeyville from
Mr.
1903 to 1908. For ten years at different times
Harbourt has served as justice of the peace and is
now discharging the duties of that office. In connection he handles real estate, and has his offices
home
the Odd Fellows Building. His residence and
As an officer of the
is at 116 West Second Street.
to

.
'

m

law he had some interesting and exciting experi188S
ences particularly in the early days, and from
for
to 1892 rode as deputy United States marshal
the Fort Smith court when Judge Parker was judge
of that tribunal.
A believer in the principles of fraternalism, he
has been identified with dirierent orders and has

done much effective work in maintaining them.
For thirty-six years he has been affiliated with Star
of Odd Fellows
Lodge No. 117, Independent Order
at Coffevville, has filled all the chairs of the local
in the Grand Lodge
lodge, has been representative
five times; is a member of Gate City Encampment
No. 80, with which he has been identified for twentyfive years, and belongs to Canton No. 14, Patriarchs
Militant at Coffeyville, and is now serving as secKansas with
retary of the Department Council of
the rank of lieutenant colonel. He is also a charter
member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen at
Coffeyville, which was founded tliere twenty-seven
and he has filled every
years" ago on May 29, 1889,
office in Lodge No. 279, and is now recorder, and for
several terms was master workman and has also
For
represented the local order in the grand lodge.
the past thirty years Mr. Harbourt has been affiliated
with Coffeyville Lodge No. 89, Knights of Pythias,
of which lie is past chancelloi* commander. He was
one of the charter members of the A. H. T. A. at
Coffeyville, has been one of its most active workers,
and is the oldest man in consecutive membership
He was formerly a member of
of the local order.
the Coffeyville Commercial Club, and belongs to the

Montgomery County Fair Association

at Coffeyville.

In 1871 in Bichmond, Ohio, Mr. Harbourt married
Miss .Tennie S. Shelly, daughter of Benjamin Shelly,
now deceased, who was a farmer. Mrs. Harbourt
Charles
died January 12, 1914, leaving two sons:
B., who is a graduate in pharmacy from the University of Kansas, and is now owner of the Kane

drug store at Coffeyville; W. W. Harbourt, who is
a contractor and builder at West Coffeyville. On
October 12, 1915, Mr. Harbourt married Mrs. Josephine (LeCroix) Podvant, widow of L. A. Podvant.
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Benj.^min Fr.wklin Dawson. Among the early
in Kansas was Benjamin Franklin Dawson,
who came to the state in 185.5 and selected a home
in what is now Shawnee County and maintained it
here throughout life. He was one of the sturdy, solid
men of his time and was justly admired and refor his
spected for his honorable and upriglit life,
many acts of Ijcnevolence and charity, and for the
settlers

example he set of worthily
him by Divine decree.

filling

the i)lace allotted

to

Benjamin Franklin Dawson was born in Terre
Haute, Vigo County, Indiana, December 2, 1828. His
native of Virfather, Thomas W. Dawson, was a
to Indiana in the
ginia but moved with his people
formative period of that commonwealth, and in the
early

history

of

Illinois,

located in Edgar County
in the Black Hawk war.

and subsequently took part
In

their

declining

years

and

he

wife

moved

to

of
Topeka, Kansas, and" there passed the remainder
their days.

On

the

home farm

in Illinois,

Benjamin F. Dawson

his father and
passed his youthful days, assisting
attending the district schools in the neighliorhood.
From a scholastic standpoint, he would not, at the
well educated
present time, have been considered a
man, but as he was gifted with more than the average of intelligence, read much and had a retentive
memory, he was generally considered far better
informed than the average among his neighbors. He
inherited, perhaps, a jnoneer instinct, and in 1855 his
led
iicijuired interest in the West, especially Kansas,
to his determination to come to the state and secure
a home on her beautiful prairies near one of her life-

giving rivers.

Mr. Dawson's journey to Kansas from Illinois was
made in one of the pioneer "prairie schooners"
made familiar to every present day schoolboy through

poem, romance and moving picture, and six weeks
elapsed from the time of departure until his arrival.
The present stately City of Topeka was not then on
the map and the site was merely a frontier village.
Mr. Dawson lost no time in preempting the southwest quarter of section 27, town 11, range 16, and
here he passed the subsequent years of his life, toiling early and late to make a home worthy of his
loved ones. On this place he spent sixty busy years
and it was a source of satisfaction to him, as age
In
crept on, that they had not been lived in vain.
the matter of worldy acquisition, Mr. Dawson was
successful. As a citizen, he bore more than his share
of the burden of aiding in the erection of churches
and schoolhouses, of road building and general
He was a member of the school board
ini[>rovemeiit.
for forty years and helped build three school liouses.
In ' the dark days prior to the breaking out of the
Civil war, Benjamin F. Dawson was known as a

When General Price invaded KanMr. Dawson enlisted in the state militia and
was a member of Captain Huntoon's company in the
In the
regiment commanded by Colonel Veale.
movement to check the advance of the enemy, Mr.

stanch Unionist.
sas,

Dawson was made a

prisoner, at the Battle of the
Blue, but was shortly afterward paroled..
The domestic life of Mr. Dawson was one of happiHe was united in marriage to
ness and content.
Susan M. Wade, whose father, William B. Wade, was
a member of the first Kansas Territorial Legislature
and a prominent factor in early days in this state.
Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Dawson:
Carrie, Mary, Mrs. Emma Lanhain, Mrs. Julia Gill,

William

T.,

and Fr;ink N.

Mr. and Mrs. Dawson
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and

members

of the Presby-

came when, from situations as above pictured, in his
new home he developed public order and secfuxed

'.s
life covered a remarkable period
not only in Kansas but in the whole
way and in his own environment and
In
limited only by circumstances, he did his part.
his own avocation he saw the sickle succeeded by
in
the
the cradle
the gathering of
harvests, the first
crude harvesters come into use and the modern
He wittriumphs or' farm machinery succeeding.
nessed the great strides in human achievement in
of
steam
the development and use
and electricity,
and, with a profound faith in the illimitable power
who
so
of the One
had
wonderfully directed his own
life, he set no limit to the progress future ages may

in educato public
interests
were soon acknowledged by the other
settlers and he was chosen their representative in
that remarkable body of statesmen, the First Terri-

their family
terian Church.

wore

all

Dawson

Mr.

in the history
world. In his

disclose.

William T. Dawson was born on the home farm

March

3,

1871.

He and

his

brother

sisters were born on that homestead.
his early education in Topeka schools

and

all

his

He

received
and business
and
for
a
has
number
of
had
active
college,
years
charge of that old homestead. For the last eleven
years he has been identified with the real estate
business in Topeka, and for the past three years has
been assessor of real estate in that city.
Mr. Dawson is an active member of the Second
United Presbyterian Church, is a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and a republican.

On September 25, 1902, he married Miss Edna lone
Beed, daughter of Joseph Reed. Their two children
•
are Louise and Eleanor.
William B. W.vde. When the pioneers of 1854,
who were men of solid worth, as was William B.
Wade, later a member of the First Territorial Legislature of Kansas, came to Shawnee County, it was
for the peaceful conquest of the soil and for the
establishing of permanent homes in wliich thoy could
rear their families to succeed them with credit to
state and parentage.
These pioneers were home-

not
while many
with sturdy,
of it.
The

restless, irresponsible wanderers, and,
brought a measure of capital, all came
industrious habits insuring the earning
historian of today looks back over the
intervening period and may, with admiring wonder,
contemplate some of the hardships which faced our
pioneers of sixty years ago that they overcame
through their courage and resourcefulness.
History
on many a printed page, has told the story of danger
and conflict that ensued with the coming of the white
man into Kansas, and in 1854 there was still
serious menace.
While pioneer life was necessarily
simple, the most primitive demands of existence

seekers,

made

and in Shawnee County self
was obligatory and the merest comfort a
With no adequate means of heating the
luxury.
rude log cabins, into which came frequently the deepest mysteries of life (birth and death), with no
machinery and often with no tools with which to
clear or cultivate the wUd land secured from the
government, writh no modern methods of transportation and often with no reachable markets for sale
of products or purchase of supplies, the mere preservation of life presented serious problems. Added
striving necessary,

denial

to the strain of hard Ia!)or, social recreations as such,
were often unknown and the tension on strained nerves
was as harmful as on overworked muscles.
Nevertheless, with knowledge of such conditions

and unawed by them, William B. Wade left the comforts and civilizating inlluences of his eastern hpme
and in 1854 came to Kansas. In his native state he
had been a man of some importance and the time

financial
tion,

independence.

judgment

and

His superiority

faithful

devotion

There were no railLegislature of Kansas.
roads through Shawnee County at that time and Mr.
Wade rode on horseback, as did our distinguished
legislators in colonial days, to atteud the session and
take part in its deliberations.
William B. Wade was born near Richmond, Wayne
County, Indiana, and was a son of Thomas and Mary
Wade.
Undoubtedly they were of New England
ancestry and probably of old Quaker stock. Indiana
stm claims many of the name. An agricultural life
was chosen by William B. Wade but the spirit of
enterprise also possessed him and hence removal was
made first to La Salle County, Illinois, and from
there, in 1854, to Kansas. He located first on a claim
on Rock Creek, near Meriden, in Jefferson County.
The trip was a long and tiresome one at that time,
the travelers finding railroad acconmiodations only
to St. Louis, Missouri.
They journeyed up the river
to Leavenworth and there hired teams to take them
to their destination.
During the three years that
they lived on Rock Creek a one-room cabin was the
It was often visited by the Indians
family home.
and the wild beasts of the prairies had not yet been
exterminated.
It was while he yet lived on Rock
Creek that Mr. Wade was elected to the territorial
legislature and helped to build the constitution of
the state.
In 1857 he removed with his family to
the northwest corner of what is now Tecumseh Township, Shawnee County.
During his declining years
he soM the place and removed to Topeka, living a
retired life in that city until his death in 1895,
when aged eighty-two years.
William B. Wade was united in marriage with
Caroline Burbank, who was born in Vermont. Seven
children were born to this union, six of whom grew
to maturity, and of the three survivors one is Mrs.
Susan Dawson, who is the widow of Benjamin Franklin Dawson, formerly of Shawnee County.
William B. Wade was a stanch Free Soil man
and many political battles were fought in those
early days between the Free Soil and the ProMr. Wade never relinquished his
slavery factions.
principles and in this regard had the hearty cooperation of two of his sons, Samuel B. and Spencer
He was influenP., both of whom are now deceased.
tial in the Masonic fraternity.
Generosity and kindness marked his personal attitude to every one. No
history of Shawnee County would be complete without honorable mention of this early settler and
torial

legislator.

Charles O. Tallman, one of the leading business
men of Fort Scott, is a son of the late Thomas
W. Tallman, whose career reflects much of the history of Fort Scott and Bourbon County from pioneer
times until the present century.
Bourbon County never had a more forceful character nor a man of greater popularity, than the late

Thomas W. Tallman.

New

He was

born in Burlington

Jersey, October 25, 1826, and was
eighty-nine years of age when he passed away
December 27, 1915. His parents were Woodmanse
and Elizabeth (Read) Tallman, also natives of New
Woodmanse Tallman 's father was Thomas
Jersey.

County,

Tallman, an Englishman, who came to America and

"
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was a man of large means. He had a large family
of sons and when Woodmanse Tallman received his
inheritance he moved out to Logan County, Ohio,
continued prosperous
settling on a farm, where he
and successful and reared eleven children. The late
of these eleven
fifth
Thomas W. Tallman was the
sons, and was five years of age when his parents
moved to Logan County. His early life was spent
in that pioneer district, and he attended one of the
He grew up on a
subscription schools held there.
farm but at the age of eighteen became a trader,
a
buying and selling horses and also conducting
his time at West
livery stable, and he spent much of
At Bellefontaine he
Liberty and Bellefontaine.
met and in October, 1855, married Catherine Austin.
In the spring of 1856 Thomas W. Tallman made
There were no railroads
his first trip out to Kansas.
at that time and from Kansas City he and five other
men drove a team and wagon to Fort Scott. Fort
Scott was then important mainly as the seat of the
land office and as a military post. His first view of
Fort Scott was obtained April 20, 1857, and soon
afterward he bought 160-acre claim on the east
He filed on this claim and
side of the old town.
He bought other land, and on his
proved it up.
claim he erected one of the best log houses then
The following year
seen in that entire country.
he brought his family from Ohio.
They journeyed
by railroad to the terminus at Jefferson City, Miswith
came
from
there
and
wagon and
they
souri,

Thomas W. TaUman was one
of the pioneer farmers of Bourbon County, and his

team to Port

Scott.

enabled him to develop one of the best
farms in the county in early years. He had hardly
become well established when the border troubles
broke out, and for eight or nine years his home was
He often did
more or less constantly in danger.
guard duty at Fort Scott, and he kept his i^amily

enterprise

much of the time. When he first arrived
at Fort Scott there were not more than 200 people
in the town, and most of them lived within the
boundaries of the old fort.
In the course of time his farm land became more
valuable for other purposes than raising crops, and
the eastern portion of the present city is built upon
When
the land once owned by Thomas W. Tallman.
the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad came
through the company bought 100 acres of the Tailman Estate for the purposes of yards and roundhouse, and subsequently other portions of the land
were laid out in city lots.
Soon after he became a resident of Fort Scott
the territorial governor appointed him one of the
in the city

county commissioners to lay off Bourbon County
into townships, and he filled that office three years.
He was elected in 1878 to the State Legislature and
He was always an ardent demoserved two terms.
crat and though living in a strongly republican district, his personal popularity and the confidence reposed in him by his fellow citizens, gave him official
While
honors without regard to partisan questions.
in the Legislature he was one of the few democrats
who voted for submitting the questions of state wide
prohibition to the people and then and always he
labored consistently and energetically on behalf of

Thomas W. Tallman was
the prohibition cause.
the first democrat who was ever elected to the office
of sheriff in Bourbon County, and he filled that
office with characteristic efficiency for four years.
Tliere were any number of stanch republicans in
Bourbon County who would never fail to give their
vote for Tom Tallman.

1947

In 1890 Mr. TaUman bought the Chicago Lumber Company, which had been established in 1887
during the boom days in Fort Scott. He acquired
this business largely to give his sons a business start,
and was only to a slight extent identified with its

management personally. Thomas W. Tallman was
a charter member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, in the lodge organized at Fort Scott in
1858, and at the time of his death was the last of
the original charter members.
His wife died May
Five children
26, 1900, at the ag^ of seventy-four.
were born to their marriage, and the following paragraphs contain some individual reference to these
different children.
Emma, the oldest, who died at Fort Scott, married
William M. Davis, and her only surviving daughter
Catherine is now the wife of Rev. J. H. Gross, a
Presbyterian minister, and they reside in Marietta,
Ohio.
Frank A. TaUman, who was born in Bourbon
County, January 1, 1859, was educated in the country schools and in the schools of Fort Scott, and his
first business experience was in association with his
brother Charles in the commission business at Salt

Lake

City, Utah, where they remained two years.
After seUing out his interests in Salt Lake he spent
several years in the commission business at Helena
and Butte, Montana, and then returned to Fort Scott
to take charge of the lumber business previously

acquired by his father. Since Thomas W. Tallman 's
death his sons Frank and Charles have continued the
lumber business, and it is now the largest concern
of its kind in the city. Frank TaUman married Mrs.
Sarah
Baker.
(Stevenson)
PoliticaUy he is a
democrat.
Charles 0. Tallman, who was born in Bourbon
County November 20, 1860, was educated in the local
schools and in the old Kansas Normal School, and
began his career as a fireman on the Kansas City,
Port Scott and Gulf Railroad. He was promoted to
freight and then to passenger engineer, and he had
for several years a run on the old Memphis and
Missouri Pacific System between Fort Scott and
Topeka. For seven years he continued raUroading,
and then resigned to enter the commission business
at Salt Lake City with his brother Frank. Later he
was manager of the Capital Hotel at Boise, Idaho,
for two years, and also spent some time in Seattle,
Washington, and Portland, Oregon. Since his return
to Fort Scott he has had an active share as a partner
with his brother Prank in the lumber business. Mr.
Charles O. Tallman is also a director of the Citizens
National Bank, a position which his father held for
many years. He is an active democrat, served two
years as city treasurer, two years in the city council,
and in 1915 was elected a city commissioner.
On November 17, 1899, at Fort Scott Charles O.
Tallman married Miss Leota Noel of Bourbon County.
Her father Eli Noel, who was born in Indiana, settled near Uniontown in Bourbon County and was
a farmer there until some years ago and is now
manufacturer of the Noel automobUe at Kansas
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tallman have
City, Missouri.
Thomas Noel Tallman and Harrv
two sons:

TaUman.
Elizabeth L. Tallman, the fourth chUd of Thomas
TaUman, died after her marriage to George E.
Ware of Port Scott, and left three children, Ida,
Tliomas and Mary Ware.
Fannie TaUman, the fifth child, who died in 1900,
was the wife of John H. Grain, a well known attorney of Fort Scott. They had three children: Helen
L.

KANSAS AM) KANSAXS

194«

E. Grain born April 2G, 1891; John Tallman Grain
born March 4, 1892; and Margaret K. Grain, bom
May 3, 1890, and now the wife of Roy S. Jolmson
of Xewkirk, Oklahoma.

Charles Samuel Bendike, M. 1). One of the best
known families iu Southeastern Kansas is the Bendures.
Many of the name have gained honorable distinction in their several vocations, and among them
is Charles Samuel Beudurc, one of the widely known
jdiysicians of Labette County, who has jjracticed for
a quarter of a century

He

at Bartlett.

descent along the Bendure line to
France originally, but the family has been represented
in America since colonial times and were among the
pioneers of the Green Mountain state. His grandtraces his

father, Stephen Weeks Bendure, was born in Vermont
in 1803.
He was reared in that state, was an early
settler in Ohio, thence moved to Indiana and later to
Illinois, and he died while on a visit in Cowley County,
Kansas, in 1877. By occupation he was a farmer.
W. H. Bendure, father of Doctor Bendure, was born
in Xeuia, Greene County, Ohio, March 16, 1838.
In
1852, when he was fourteen years of ago, his parents
moved to Marshall County, Indiana, and he was reared
and married there. He was both a farmer and carpenter, and was one of those faithful and skillful
masters of the latter trade who had a mechanical
efficiency such as few carpenters of the jiresent day
could measure up to.
It is said that he would go
into the timber, hew the logs and then convert them
into frames for a house, performing jjractically every
step in the building of a home from the time the
timber was standing in the forest until tlie house was
ready for occupancy. W. U. Bendure moved to Kansas and arrived in Neosho County on May 29, 1870.
He homesteaded a claim of 160 acres there, and while
developing it also followed his tr.ade for ten years.
In 1880 he moved to Longton, Kansas, where he was
in the mercantile business for a year, and then tr.aded
for a farm in Elk County, on which he lived three
In 1885 he went south into the old Indian
years.
Territory, taking a lease upon some land thirty-five
mUes south of Vinita. He remained there >intil 1889,
the year when the original Oklahoma was first opened
to settlement.
Returning to Labette County, Kansas,

he bought an eighty-acre farm which he occupied two
and on selling that engaged in the hardware
and implement business in Bartlett. He was one of
the pionei>r merchants there, but after three years
sold his stock and on Sejitembor 16, 1893, participated
in the opening of the Cherokee Strip in Oklahoma.
He made the run and was successful in obtaining 160
acres.
After jiroving up his claim and occupying it
as a farm until 1899 he sold out and bought another
farm north of Howard in Greenwood County, Kansas.
At the enil of three years he sold that and went to
Dutch Mills in Arkansas, buying a farm nearby and
a residence in the town. That was his home imtil
his death on December 18, 1913.
W. H.' Bendure was
an active republican, but after the war became a
democrat and actively supported that party until 1892.
He then liecame aligned with the union labor ticket
and with other jiarties advocating social and economic
reforms.
He was an active member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.
W. IT. Bendure also
made an army record. During the Civil war he was
for three years a gallant soldier in the Eighty-fifth
Indiana Volunteer Infantry.
W. H. Bendure married Rebecca J. Stallard, who
was bom in Rush County, Indiana, in 1841, and is
still living at Coffey\nlIc, Kansas.
Her children were:
years,

OUie, who died at the age of eighteen months; Dr.
Charles S. C. B., who is a blacksmith by trade and
is now street commissioner and
city marshal at Mound
Valley, Kansas; Ida Rosetta, wife of C. L. Lane, an
auctioneer living at Goffcyville; N. F., who is a
teamster in the factory of the National Sash and
Door Company at Coffeyville; A. E., a blacksmith at
Independence, Kansas; W. V., who is employed by
the Cudahy Refining Company at Coffeyville.
One of these children. Dr. Charles Samuel Bendure,
was born near Plymouth in Marshall County, Indiana,
August 3, 1860. He received his early education in
the schools of Kansas, and for the first twenty-two
years of his life lived on his father's farm. In' 1882
he entered the University Medical School at Kansas
(,'ity, remained there for a time, and by privqte instruction was qualified for i)ractice.
He practiced
one year at Sedan, Kansas, then at Harts Mills three
years, looked after the welfare of the residents around
Vinita, Oklahoma, for four years, and in 1889 returned
to Kansas and identified himself permanently with
Bartlett in Labette County.
Since then he has conducted a general medical and surgical practice. Doctor Bendure graduated from the University of Kansas
Medical Dei)artment with the degree of M. D. in
;

1897.

His

home

offices are on Main Street,
at the corner' of Sixth and

and he owns his
Hackberry streets.

For many years Doctor Bendure has served as city
health ofliccr of Bartlett.
He was clerk of the school
board in 1890 when the district was formed out of
five other districts, and has always taken a great
interest in schools and every other institution reflectHe is a member
ing the welfare of the community.
in good standing of the Labette County Medical
Society, the Southeastern Medical Society, and politically is a socialist.
In 1883 in Elk County,

Kansas, Doctor Bendure
married Miss Ellen M. Ashmore. Her father, .Tudge
R. N. Ashmore, was for many years probate judge
of Elk Count}', but is now living retired at the age of
Doctor and
eighty-six in the State of Washington.
Mrs. Bendure have four children
Harl W., who is
connected with the Topeka Iron Bridge Works and
spends much of his time on different contracts for
that company in various localities; Harvey Leonard,
who is a brakesman with the Missouri, Kansas &
Texas Railway living at Parsons; William N.; Gertrude May, who lives at home and is attending the
The son, William N., is
jiublic schools of Bartlett.
now ]>ostmaster at Bartlett, and is one of the brilliant
young men of Southeastern Kansas. He has recently
been admitted to the Kansas bar, and has for a
nunibc» of years been active in democratic politics.
He was born at Bartlett in 1890, and has depended
U])on his own exertions to i)ush him ahead in the
For a time he read medicine under his father,
world.
but gave uji the ide.a of becoming ,a physician ami
He workeil hard at other occupations
sturlied law.
while getting his legal education, and was graduated
from the Hamilton College of Law at Chicago in
1916.
He has been postmaster of Bartlett since
November 2.3, 1914, and in 1915 was iournal clerk
Will N. Bendure was marin the State Legislature.
rieil
duly 2. 1913. to Miss Estella M. Long, who
was a well known teacher in Labette County before
Mr. and Mrs. Will Bendure have one
her marriage.
child, Mary Ellen, born .lunc 22, 1915.
:

Wll.l.lAM N. BenM'RE is now serving as postmaster
Hartlett. and is one of the young but very
inducnti.'il figures in democratic politics in that section
at
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of Uw state.
1917.

Hp was admitted

to the bar in January,

Mr. Benduro was t)or;i at Bartlett, February 6, 1890,
a son of Dr. Charles Samuel Bendure, a prominent
Doctor Bemlure
physician of Bartlett for many years.
was born in Marshall County, Indiana, August 3,
J. (Stallard)
1860, a son of W. H. and Rebecca
Bendure. W. H. Bendure had a very notable career
and was one of the very earliest settlers of Labette
in 1870, lived on a
County. He tirst came to Kansas
homestead in Neosho County for ten years, then went
to Longton, and after varied experiences in Kansas
he entered the Indian Territory in 1885 and was
was
engaged in farming there for four years. He
one of the jiioneer business men of 'Bartlett in Labette
run
County, but afterwards sold out and made the
He finally bought
into the Cherokee Strip in 189.3.
a farm in Arkansas, where he died.
Dr. Charles S. Bendure, who was the second in _a
on his
family of seven children, spent his early life
father's farm, chiefly in Kansas, and began the
He
practice of medicine nearly thirty-five years ago.
in Oklahoma, but since
practiced in Kansas and also
1889 has liecn caring for a large general practice
He was given the M. D. degree in the
at Bartlett.
Kansas City,
College of Physicians and Surgeons at
Kansas, in 1897. Besides practicing medicine he has
also been a prominent worker in the civic ranks of
Labette County and his home town. Doctor Bendure
was married in 188.3 to Miss Ellen M. Ashmore, whose
father, R. N. Ashmore, was for many years probate
iudge of Elk County, Kansas. Doctor Bendure and
wife had a family of four children: Harl W., Harvey
Leonard, William N. and Gertrude May.
William N. Bendure was born at Bartlett, Kansas,
February fi, 1890. He received his early education
in the public schools of his native village, and graduof
ating at the age of fourteen he had the equivalent^
He has been self supporting
a high school education.
since he was eleven years of age, and is a man of
good natural gifts and abilities and of a great degree
of energy to make the best use of all his opportuniIn 1905 he attended the Fredonia Business
ties.
College.

year and a half Mr. Bendure studied mediFrom Bartlett he then moved to
cine with his father.
Oswego, where he took up the study of law with the
Hon. Francis M. Brady, first assistant to the United
States district attorney of Kansas City, Kansas.
After his return to Bartlett Mr. Bendure took extension work, an<l in 1916 was awarded the degree LL. B.
by Hamilton College of Law at Chicago.
He is a very active democrat and on November 23,
1914, Thanksgiving Day, was appointed ]iostmaster
at Bartlett, an ofiice he still fills with credit to himself
and in a most satisfactory manner to the patrons of
the office.
During the session of 1915 Mr. Bendure
was journal clerk of the State Legislature.
He was formerly a stockholder in the Conklin Mortgage Companv of Wichita. He is affiliated with
Lodge No. 458 of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows at Bartlett, in which he has held several of
He organized the Citizens Concert Band
the chairs.
at Bartlett for the purpose of boosting the town and
he has always played one of the instruments in that
band of thirty-four pieces, which has a more than
local
reputation as a musical organization. Mr.
Bendure belongs to the Sons and Daughters of Justice and to the Rebekahs.
On July 2, 1913, at Carthage. Missouri, he married
Miss Estella M. Long, a daughter of Addison and
Mary (Detchon) Long, both of whom are now deHer father was at one time a retired farm
ceased.

For

a

.

'
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at Chetopa, Kansas.
Mr. and Mrs. Bendure
have one daughter, Mary Ellen, born June 22, 1915.
Mrs. Bendure is a graduate of the Chetopa High
School and the Kansas State Manual Tr.aining Normal
at Pittsburg, and has a life teacher 's certificate.
She taught one year in Bartlett and three years in
Chetopa before her marriage. Mrs. Bendure was
born in East Palestine, Ohio, and her parents moved
It was in
to Kansas in 1890, locating in Chetopa.
Chetopa that she grew to womanhood and received
most of her education. She is an active member
of the Rebekahs and of the Bartlett Band Boosters

owner

Club.

Ch.\rles Samuel Str.^han, M. D. While Doctor
Strahan has the distinction of having been the mayor
of Galesburg, Kansas, his high standing in that community is chiefly due to his long and active practice
Doctor Strahan fought
as a physician and surgeon.

many

battles with circumstances before he was able
ambition and enter upon the practice of

to gain his

medicine, and throughout life has been a hard worker,
conscientious in all his dealings, and has thoroughly
deserved every item of his success.
The Strahan family is of Scotch-Irish origin, and
Doctor Strahau 's grandfather, Robert, was a native
of Scotland, came to America and settled in Virginia
and afterwards went across the mountains into Kenin Flemtucky, and followed farming until his death
ming County, Kentucky. He died before Doctor Strahan was born.
The next generation of the family is represented
Samuel Strahan, who was born in Virginia in 1812.

by

to manhood in Fleming County, Kentucky,
where he married. In early years he was a stock
buyer, but in 1844 he removed to Randolph County
along the east line of the State of Indiana and was a
farmer there until his death in 1896. He was a
republican voter and a member of the Methodist EpisMartha Hunt,
copal Church. Samuel Strahan married
who was born in Fleming County, Kentucky, in 1821
and died in Randolph County, Indiana, in 1894. She
Clement R.,
became the mother of seven children:

He grew

in Randolph County, Indiana, in 1913, was
manufacturer and also postmaster at Huntsa boy
ville, Indiana, and saw active service, though
at the time, in the Union army during the Civil war;
Russell P., is a resident of Muncie, Indiana; Basil H.
the fourth
is in the livery business at Parker, Indiana
in age is Dr. Charles S.; Nathan U. lives on a farm
near Winchester, Indiana, and at one time held the
office of sheriff of Randolph, County; Mrs. Hattie
French lives in Indianapolis; James F. is a farmer

who died
a

tile

;

near Winchester, Indiana.
Charles Samuel Strahan was born on his father's
farm in Randolph County, Indiana, October 19, 1861,
and up to the age of seventeen he lived with his
During that time he improved
jiarents on that farm.
Withthe advantages afforded by the public schools.
out means to pursue his higher education, he began
doing for hiqiself, farming, working out by the month,
and attending school at brief intervals every winter.
That was his general experience up to the age of
of
twenty-one. For two years he ]>ursued the reading
medicine under Dr. H.'C. Hunt at HuntsWlle, Indiana.
After that he was able to take a term of lectures in
the Indiana Eclectic Medical College at Indianapolis,
and for two years he gained some knowledge useful in
his sulisequent work by employment in a drug store
In 1890 Doctor Strahan came
at Farmland, Indiana.
out to Kansas, lived in the western jiart of the state
for a time, then at Mound Valley, and in 1892 he
"
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identifie<l

himself witli the community of Galesburg,

where he has since practiced medicine and surgery
along general lines.
Doctor Straban owns his o£Sce building on Main
Street, his home on Center Street, and also has another
house in the west part of town.

As already

stated he was the first mayor elected
by the City of Galesburg and filled the office to the
He was
satisfaction of all concerned for four years.
a member of the school board for fifteen years and
part of the time was treasurer. He is a democrat,
and is affiliated with Galesburg Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
On June 26, 1886, at Winchester, Indiana, he married Miss Rebecca Boyer, who is a native of West
They have a family of five children Edna
Virginia.
O., wife of Arthur Trammcll, who is connected with
the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway and lives at
Parsons; Effie May, wife of Earl Locke, and they live
on their farm 2% miles west of Galesburg; Clay C,
a rural mail carrier out of Galesburg; Lela, who was
born in 1901 and now attends the high school at
Thayer; and Bernice, born in 1904, and a student in
the public schools of Galesburg.
:

J. Clabk Hicks.
When 600 live and progressive
business men of such a city as Fort Scott, all members of the Fort Scott Chamber of Commerce, choose
one of their number as president, the choice is in
the nature of one of the highest compliments and
honors that could be paid, and is a responsibility
which any man would appreciate.
Recently the
Chamber elected as president Mr. J. Clark Hicks,
who is by no means one of the oldest business men of
the city, but who by hard work and progressive methods has built up what is appropriately considered
one of the largest and most complete exclusive furniture houses in Southeastern Kansas.

Mr. Hicks spent his early life on a farm in Bourbon County. His opportunities he largely made for
himself.
He began his commercial career in the
humble role of a clerk. No hours were too long for
him to work, and no problem that arose was too
difficult for him to solve.
He has made .a success
by conscientious performance of those duties which
lie nearest and which are the important things in the
life of any man.
Mr. Hicks was horn at Lena in Stephenson County,
His parents Edward L.
Illinois, October 13, 1876.
and Clementine (Weary) Hicks, were also born in
the same county and were married there.
They
lived on a farm until they removed to Bourljon
County, Kansas, and here the senior Mr. Hicks has

Some years
farming.
his son Clark in the
furniture business at Fort Scott.
He is a stanch
republican and he and his wife are members of the
Methodist Church. Their children are: Minnie, wife
of Louis Gwinn of Kansas City, Missouri; J. Clark;
and Edward Bailey Hicks, who is employed in the
furniture business of his brother.
J. Clark Hicks gained his early education in the
Bourbon County schools and in the old Kansas State
Normal. At nineteen he left the farm and found
since

successfully

followed

ago he became associated with

a clerk in the furniture store of Requa & Sons
He remained with that one bouse,
steadily employed and advancing to larger responsibilities, for a period of ten years.
During that time
lie
had not only thoroughly learned the furniture
business in every detail, but he had also carefully
[>lace as

at

Fort Scott.

saved something from his earnings, and what was
even more important had gained a confidence which

established his credit.
Then in 1908 he started out
in a modest way as a furniture dealer on his own
account, and every year since then has seen some increase or enlargement to his business. He has made
it practically an exclusive furniture bouse, and it is

now one which would do

credit

He

to

any larger

city.

has a Cue location on Main Street, and his
store has 15,000 square feet of space devoted to the
show and storage of liis complete stock. A staff of
eight or ten people find employment in this store.

was

this ability to build up a successful busiown and the spirit of enterprise which
has always characterized him that caused bis fellow
associates in business affairs to elect bim president

It

ness of bis

Chamber of •Commerce. The Chamber has its
headquarters in the newest and most modern office
building in Fort Scott, and a paid secretary and
stenographer are employed to handle the business of
the organization.
This Chamber is doing a great
of the

deal

for

the

city,

and the membership

is

loyally

devoted to the best interests of the community. Mr.
Hicks is a member of the republican party, belongs
to the Order of Elks and is a member of the Episcopal Church.
On March .3, 1908, at Fort Scott he married Miss
Nellie Mitchell, daughter of Charles W. and Mary
(Graff) Mitchell. The Mitchell fantily came to Fort
Scott in the early '60s and were among the pioneers.
Charles W. Mitcliell for over twenty years has been
clerk of the school board of Fort Scott, and has
been a leader in ill local educational affairs. Mrs.
Hicks takes an active part in the Episcopal Church.
They are the parents of one child, Marion, born at
Fort Scott December 4, 1908.

Thomas James Hanlon
prominent attorney

in

has achieved a place as a

Southern Kansas, and

is

now

member

of the firm of Hanlon & Hanlon at
Coffeyville, being associated in practice with his
younger brother.
Kansas is his native state. He was born at
Howard in Elk County July 27, 1882. His ancestry
is Irish.
His grandfather Thomas Hanlon was a
stone mason by trade, emigrated from Ireland to
the United States in 1S47, lived for a time in Massasenior

chusetts, and afterwards near Peoria and Quincy,
He was a demoIllinois, in which state he died.
crat in politics.
His children now living are two
in number:
Jerry, a farmer and stockman at Woodhull, Illinois: and R. C, a banker and stockman
at

Galva, Illinois.

Thomas J. Hanlon, Sr., father of the Coffeyville
lawyer, was born in Ireland in 1842 and was five
He
years old when he was brought to America.
spent most of his early youth in Illinois, and was
married at Quincy in that state. In ISSO he moved
out to Elk County, Kansas, and was one of the
early farmers in that section, and afterwards was
in the drug business at Howard.
For a time he
was in business in Kansas City, and in 1892 he
moved to Coffeyville and had an office as a dealer

until his death in September,
democrat and a member of the
Catholic Church.
The senior Mr. Hanlon married
Maggie O 'Brien, who was born in St. Louis, Missouri, in 18.56, and is still living at Coffeyville.
Of their children two died in infancy, and the
only survivors are Thomas J. and his brother F. B.
Hanlon, members of the firm of Hanlon & Hanlon,
in

real estate there

1S96.

He was

a

attorneys at Coffeyville.

Thomas James Hanlon was educated
sas public schools, graduating

in the

Kan-

from the Coffeyville
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in 1901, and then entering the law
He
ilopartment of the Kansas State University.
also attended Xotre Dame University in Indiana.
Winning his LL. B. degree at Kansas University
in 1904, he at once set up in practice at Coffeywin
ville, and has found generous opportunities to
success as a member of the Montgomery County Bar.
He has a large practice both in civil and criminal
law. The offices of the firm are in the Conlon Na-

High School

Bank Building.
Besides his home at 401 East Ninth Street, Mr.
Hanlon owns some other real estate in Coffeyville,
and also a farm of over 100 acres near that city.
During his practice he served for a time as deputy
county attorney. He is an independent democrat
and a member of the Catholic Church, belongs to
the Chamber of Commerce, the County and State

tional

Bar associations, and is affiliated with Coffeyville
Lodge No. 775, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks.
Mr. Hanlon is also president of the Park and
Amusement Company which conducts the natatorium,
(lancing and skating rink and other amusement
facilities at Coffeyville.

CoL. J. B. Cook. In all Southeastern Kansas there
no better known figure than Col. J. B. Cook of
Chetopa. For more than forty years he has been
recognized as one of the old and reliable and standard
real estate dealers.
He was one of the pioneers in
Labette County, and lived on and improved a claim
there before taking up his present business.
He is not only an interesting character because of
his long and honorable record in business, but for a
life of varied service and experience.
Many who know
him well in real estate circles have only such knowledge of his early career as is reflected in his title of
That is by no means a complimentary title.
colonel.
It was won by the hardest kind of fighting service in
the Civil war.
He has spent most of his life on the
western frontier, and is one of the few men who knew
the exciting life of California in the days following
the discovery of gold there.
His friends and business
acquaintances by the hundred will appreciate even
the nece.ssary brevity of a review of his life as given
in the following paragraphs.
Jeremiah B. Cook was born in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, at Pleasant Grove, June 22, 1834, and
has already passed his eighty-second birthday. His
ancestors were English people who emigrated to Pennsylvania in colonial times, and were of the old Quaker
stock of that province and state.
His grandfather,
William Cook, was born at Warrineton in York
County, Pennsylvania, was a Quaker farmer, and died
at Pleasant Grove.
Colonel Cook 's father, Allen Cook,
was born at Warrington, York County, in 1808, and
died in Lancaster County in 1847, while the Mexican
war was still in progress. He was a farmer, an old
line whig, a Quaker, and among other activities was a
director of the schools in his locality.
He married
Rachel K. Brown, who was born at Goshen in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1810.
Her father,
Jeremiah Brown, who died in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, served as a member of Congress during Harrison's administration. He was a whig, and
owned a large farm in Lancaster Countv. Mrs. Allen
Cook died in Labette County, Kansas, in 1885. There
'were a number of children.
Edwin, the oldest, died
in California at the age of twenty-three, having been
one of the early seekers after gold in that state. The
second in the family is Colonel Cook. Anna Mary,
who died in 1914. and is buried at Clietona. married
Capt. J. J. Slaughter, who served as first lieutenant
is
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One Hundred and Thirteenth Illinois Infantry
during the Civil war, afterwards became a farmer in
Labette County, Kansas, and is also deceased. William, the fourth child, is now a retired resident of
Oswego, Kansas, was for three years a soldier in the
Second Colorado Cavalry during the Civil war and
served two terms as sheriff of Labette County. Charles
is a retired farmer at Strawn, Kansas.
Henrv C.
lived for a number of years at Vinita.
Oklahoma,
where he was cashier in a bank, and died in North
Missouri. Julia, the seventh and youngest
child, died
at the age of eleven years.
Colonel Cook received his early education in the
public schools of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
and spent the first fifteen years of his life on his
father's farm. With a disposition that craved excitement, and with the wonderfully stimulating events
then going on in the western part of the United
States, he could not quietly bide at home but ran
away to seek such adventure as came in his path. It
was in April, 1849, he left his home in Lancaster
County. He was then fifteen years of age. His first
experience was on the canals of Pennsylvania, and he
boated on several of these thoroughfares during
1849-.50.
He then crossed the mountains to Pittsburg, became a flatboatman, traveled down the river
to Louisville and Cincinnati, and at the age of seventeen, in the fall of 18.51, went as a flatboat hand as
in the

"

New Orleans. In the fall of 1852, after an
absence of several years, he returned to his father's
home and spent the next year in managing the
farm.
In November, 1853, Colonel Cook went out to California by way of the Nicaragua route. He was then
nineteen years of age. He spent three years in the
Far West mining and herding cattle, and he is one
of the few survivors of that time who can relate
from personal recollection the episodes of California
experience such as have been painted by Bert Hart-e
and others writers of the time. When he returned
to the states in 1856 it was by way of the Isthmus
of Panama, and he paid $48 in gold to secure transportation across the isthmus.
A brief residence in Pennsylvania, and he was again
in the West.
In April, 1857, he arrived in Kansas
City, or what is now Kansas City, since the metropolis
of that name could hardly have been said to have
existed in that year.
He went by boat up the river
to Jefferson City, which was then the western limit
of the Missouri Pacific Railway. Colonel Cook lived
in Kansas City until March, 1860.
He bought a
property on what is now Grand Avenue and owned
He had a prominent part
it until the spring of 1860.
in the border war between Missouri and Kansas.
He
was a free state man but attended one of the meetings
which the Missourians held for the organization of a
company to go into Kansas and drive out the Yankees.
Colonel Cook says that he passed a very critical examination. By his extensive experience in the West
and South he was a master of the Missouri dialect,
and could answer all questions regarding county
officers in Jackson County, where he claimed that he
was "bohn and ra'sed." He was able to recall the
sheriff's name because he had seen that official sell
some niffgers. The meeting which he attended was
held at Nevada. Missouri, and he would surely have
been hanged had his motive for attending it or joining
the company been known.
In 1860 Colonel Cook went to Illinois, where "his
mother had bought a farm in Tazewell County.
While there he bought 160 acres of prairie land,
and began the converting of it into a farm. He
far as
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was thus engaged wlieu the war broke out

in 1861.

intensely interesting chapter of
his military experience.
In September, 1861, he went as a private into the
Fourth Illinois Caviilry, Company H. He was afterwards promoted to corj)Oral and later to sergeant in
that company. He was with his regiment under General Grant at Fort Henry, Tennessee, and there had
command of twenty men comprising the extreme
advance guard of the army. He was at the head of
this little company and was the first Union man to
ride into Fort Ilenry, where he pulled down the
Garrison flag within 400 yards of the rebel infantry
who were moving out of the fort. Colonel Cook has
among his prized trophies of a long life this flag.
With his little squad of followers he pursued the

Tlicn

followed

the

passing a twelve pounder Napoleon gun
which was mired down, and he soon afterwards picked
up the silken banner of the Tenth Tennessee InfanHe was also in the four days fighting around
try.
Fort Donelson, was actively engaged both days at
Shiloh or Pittsburg Landing, and within a year
after his enlistment was promoted to .second lieutenant of Company F in the Fourth Illinois Cavalry.
On account of the illness of his captain and the
absence of the first lieutenant he commanded this
company in every engagement for about a year
after September, 1862.
During that time he and
his company captured more Confederates than any
On one occasion
other company in the command.
he and his men charged Company B of the Third
Texas Cavalry, captured eight of them after a threemile chase. Colonel Cook having only fifteen men on
rebels,

this brilliant excursion.
During the siege of Vicksburg he was engaged in raiding the country around,

and before going into Vicksburg captured 200 cars
and sixty engines at Grenada, Mississippi.
Wlien the Thirrl United States Colored Cavalry
regiment was organized at Vicksburg, Mi.ssissippi,
Colonel Cook wa-s promoted to major of that command, and as the colonel soon afterwards became a
brigade commander and as there was no lieutenant
colonel he had active command of the regiment in
every engagement except one. This negro regiment
was officered by men every one of whom had a
fighting record in the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, being
non-commissioned officers who proved worthy of
every promotion conferred upon them.
WhUe commanding this regiment of colored cavalry. Colonel Cook continued his notable record.
On March 5, 1864, at Yazoo City, Mississippi, he
fought and defeated Gen. L. S. Ross' Brig.ade of
Texas Rangers, comprising the Third, Sixth. Ninth
and Twenty-eighth Texas Cavalry. He and his men
charged with drawn sabres the Holmes Louisiana
Battery at WoodviUe, Mississippi, October a, 1864,
On
and men.
and captured the guns, officers
November 27, 1864, came another notable exploit.
He captured the Big Black River bridge on the
Illinois Central Railroad about fifty miles north of
He made this charge with
.Jackson, Mississippi.
his men dismounted and they had to face the fire
from a stockade fort on the opposite hank of the
For
river and on both sides of the railroad track.
this gallant exploit he was made lieutenant colonel
by a general order of the War Department No. .303.
That was the only order of that kind issued by the
war department during the ye.ar 1864. There are
almost countless incidents in Colonel Cook 's experiThree
ence as a soldier which might be related.
different times he led charges against the famous
Texas Rangers, and twice he captured some prison-

and once he narrowly escaped capture himself.
May, 186.^, Colonel Cook was made brigade
commander at Memphis, Tennessee, of the Third
Brigade Cavalry Division District of West Tennesers,

In

see.
This brigade comprised the Fourth Illinois
Cavalry, the Third United States Colored Cavalry
and the Second Wisconsin Cavalry, altogether
That promotion came to him when he
2,300 men.
was not yet thirty-one years of age. Colonel Cook
served with these different regiments for nearly a
vear, and was finally mustered out on January 26,
1866.
After the war he spent a year managing a cotton
plantation of 800 acres eighteen miles north of
Memphis, Tennessee. He then went back to Illinois
and undertook the improvement of his 160 acre
farm at Delavan.
He was successfully identified
with its management for several years, until there
came a strong and insistent call for him to go to

Kansas.
In the fall of 1870 Colonel C^)ok arrived in
Labette County, and in the following spring located
at Chetopa.
Here he bought 320 acres ten miles
west of Chetopa, improved that as a farm, but since
the fall of 1873 has lived in Chetopa and since 1874
has been engaged in the land and loan business.
Colonel Cook is the type of man whom everyone
He has therefore not only gained
implicitly trusts.
a worthy success, but has rendered a splendid service in the real estat« field.
He has been the friend
both of the investor and the borrower, and though
more than a million dollars have been loaned through
his agency there has never been recorded a loss of
any importance. In the past ten years it has never
been necessary for him even to make a foreclosure.
It is not strange therefore that hundreds of the best
pieces of property in Southeastern Kansas have been
listed with Colonel Cook.
Colonel Cook owns an attractive residence on Maple
Street and Seventh Street in Chetopa, and also the
Cook Building at the corner of Fourth and Maple
streets, where he has had his offices for more than
He traded a part of his old homestead
thirty years.
in Labette County for this business property.
His career has been prominently identified with
the civic grovrth and material development of SouthFor seven years he served as an
eastern Kansas.
He was in two sessions
efficient mayor of Chetopa.
Colonel
Kansas Lejislature, in 1885-86.
was one of the projectors of the Missouri
Pacific Railroad through Chetopa, and was first viceof

the

Cook

president of the company which built that branch of
the road. He is a class leader in the Methodist Episcojial

Church,

is

a prohil)itionist in politics,

and was

commander of Post No. 27, of the Grand
Army of the Republic. At one time he was also
president of the N'eoslio Valley Investment Company.
Fraternally he is affiliated with Chetopa Lodge No.
27, .\ncient Order of United Workmen, and with
Chetopa Lodge of the Knights of Pythias.
the

first

In November, 1871, in Decatur, Illinois, Colonel
Cook married Mrs. Hannah (Pitts) Prosser. She
died in a hospital at Omaha, Nebraska, in December,
1892, and is buried in Chetopa. Colonel Cook has no
In September, 1894,
children by his first marriage.
at Chicago, Illinois, he married Miss Rose Borland,
a daughter of Nathan Dorland, now deceased, who
was a farmer at Bartlett in Labette County. Colonel
and Mrs. Cook have two children: Harry D., who is
a stenographer for the secretary of the Prairie Pipe
Line Company at Independence, Kansas; and .1. B.,

IpUBw.- .lunAR^
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who is a stenographer for the Western States
Cement Plant at Independence.
Jr.,

William W. Graves. It is as a publisher, author
and editor that William W. Graves has made his mark
Until he was about twenty-two years of
in Kansas.
of
age he had concerned himself with the business
in his father's store
getting an education, working
at St. Paul, Kansas, and with teaching.
Then came his decision to learn the printer 's trade.
The ]iublishers of the Pittsburg World expressed a
willingness to "take him on" as an apprentice, allowing him to work as hard as he pleased, but he was to
receive no wages at the first and was to board himself.

He

stuck to his resolutions, completed the contract,
and then his name was entered upon the payroll.
The Pittsburg World was a daily paper, but in 1893
it w-as moved from Pittsburg to Girard, Kansas, and
Mr. Graves went along with it as local editor. The
World suspended publication in 1895, and that was
the first jolt Mr. Graves had sustained in his ambiThe first day of January,
tions as a newspaper man.
1896, found him connected with the Neosho County
.Tournal, a weekly published at St. Paul and owned
by the Fitzsimmons Brothers. He had acquired a
one-fourth interest, but in August of the same year
he purchased the rest of the stock and has since been
the paper's editor and owner. On becoming chief of
the office he changed its name to the St. Paul Journal.
The St. Paul Journal was established in 1868 l>y John
H. Scott. It is democratic in politics, and furnishes
the news and sings the praises of St. Paul and Neosho

County.

Had he done nothing more, still Mr. Graves would
be considered one of Kansas' successful journalists.
However, on January 6, 1902, he was elected editor
of the official paper of the Anti-Horse Thief Association, Kansas Division, and wa.s given the contract
for publishing this paper by a special committee
appointed at the state meeting of the order held at
Independence, Kansas, October 16-17, 1901. Many
predicted that the paper would fail. Doubtless Mr.
Graves is the chief reason it has not failed, and the
prosperous condition of the Anti-Horse Thief Association Weekly News today flatly contradicts all
doubts and ill omens of fifteen years ago. This paper
office
started with a circulation from Mr. Graves
There was a rapid exof 700 copies, all paid for.
pansion, nntil the circulation reached 7,000, and for
The
the past ten years the average has been ,5,000.
News has since been recognized by the officers of the
Missouri, Oklahoma, Arkansas, New Mexico and Illinois divisions of the order as the official paper of their
'

respective divisions.
At the beginning of this article Mr. Graves was
referred to as an author. Many know him only in
that capacity. He has written a great deal besides
in the columns of his home paper, and has published
his own and books of other writers from his plant
He has written ' ' The Tricks of Rascals, ' '
at St. Paul.
published in 1905, and now in its second edition;
"The Law for Criminal Catchers," published in 1907;
"On the Trail," published in 1908; "Graves' Man'
a compilation of parliamentary rules for the
ual,
'

Anti-Horse Thief Association, now in its second edition; "Origin and Principles of the Anti-Horse Thief
Association," published in 1915; "Early Jesuits at
Osage Mission," published in 1916. He is also publisher of "The Degree of Honor Messenger," a
Prince of His Race,
by Oscar
monthly paper, of
Graham, ajid "The Call of the Master," by Rev.
Raymond O 'Keef e, C. P.
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William W. Graves was born near Bleucoe, WashCounty, Kentucky, October 26, 1871. His
ancestors came from England to Maryland about the
time of Lord Baltimore, and a later generation moved
His father, James
over the mountains to Kentucky.
P. Graves, was also born in Kentucky, in the year
1852, and married Minerva Ballard, who was born
In 1881 these parents left
in Kentucky in 185.3.
Kentucky and moved to Neosho County, Kansa.s.
James Graves was engaged in business as a merchant
at St. Paul, but somewhat later removed to Montgomery, Indiana, and is now living at Bicknell in
His wife died at Linton, Indiana, in May,
that state.
1910.
Their children were: WOliam W. Addie, wife
of George Haag, a coal miner at Linton, Indiana;
Alice, wife of George Fitzpatrick, a coal miner at
Linton Charles, in a lumber yard at Linton Edward,
a chemist who lives in Columbus, Ohio; Ida, who is
unmarried and lives in Chicago; Joseph, who is studying medicine in Valparaiso, Indiana; and Lillian, who
lives with her brother Edward at Columbus, where
ington

;

;

she

is

;

attending school.

The early education of William W. Graves was
acquired in the district schools of Kentucky, and in
1891 he graduated from the St. Francis Institute of
As already mentioned his first
St. Paul, Kansas.
business experience was as clerk in his father's store
in St. Paul, and for one year he had the entire management of the store. Then for a year he taught
school, and from that turned his attention to mastering the printing trade, as already described.
On April .30, 1895, Mr. Graves married Miss Emma
Hopkins, who was a native of New York and came
Her parents
to Kansas with her parents in 1874.
were Joshua B. and Charille Hopkins.
In politics Mr. Graves is a democrat, and individually and through his paper has found many opporHe has been
tunities to serve his home community.
township clerk of Mission Township, and in 1896 and
1897 was elected a member of the St. Paul civil
He owns fifty shares of stock in the Kansas
council.
Casualty and Surety Company of Wichita, has his own
residence on Lafayette Street in St. Paul, another
dwelling on the same street, and the building in which
He
his offices and plant are located on Fifth Street.
is also owner of the opera house on that street, and
has a good farm of 110 acres Ih'y miles south of St.
Paul. Another business connection is with the firm of
Sork & Company, harness dealers of St. Paul. Besides
printing and publishing a first class newspaper, Mr.
Graves has been in the fire insurance business for the
past fifteen years, and represents the following standard companies: Hanover Fire, American Central,
Springfield, Cleveland, Queen, Phenix of Hartford,
Fidelity-Phenix, National and the Hartford.
His "active relations with the Anti-Horse Thief
Association have already been mentioned, and he is a
member of local branch No. 29 of St. Paul. He is a
charter member of Council No. 760, Knights of
Columbus, is a charter member of the Royal Neighbors, No. 753, of St. Paul, has for twenty years been
affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of America and
has served as clerk of Camp No. 296 of St. Paul, and
is past master workman of St. Paul Lodge No. 26,
Ancient Order of United Workmen, and four times
has been sent as a state deleg;ito to that order.

A resident of Kansas for
.loiiN P. Davis, Topeka.
forty-four years. Mr. Davis has in his career set an
example of all that is best in American citizenship,
not only to his immediate family but to the public
He has been prominent in public and
in general.
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business affairs, aiul has discharged the responsibilities wliich have fallen to his lot in a conscientious
and able manner. His most jiotent inlluenoe for good
has been exercised in business as well as in every
day life. By his extensive Imsiness connections and
his extended personal acquaintance he is one of the
well known men of Kansas.

Mr. Davis was born in Ashland County, Ohio,
January 20, 18.!9, a son of Amos and Nancy (Crawford)- Davis, both of whom were born and reared in
Columbiana County, Ohio. His father was a farmer,
a man who had the conlidcnce and respect of all who
knew him, and a citizen of more than ordinary importance in his community.
The record of the life of John P. Davis is not
without difficulties met and overcome. He spent his
early life on the houK" farm, attended public schools,
and when a younj; man moved with his parents to

McDonough County,

Illinois,

where he engaged

in

farming and teaching.
Mr. Davis was married to Miss Sarah Horrabin
at Blandensville, Illinois, February 11, 1858.
Mrs.
Davis was born at Egbeth, England, February .S,
1838, and came to the United States with her parents
at the age of twelve years.
Her father, Hon.
Humphrey Horrabin, was a prominent citizen of
Central Illinois and served as a useful member of the
State Legislature.
In the fall of 1873 Mr. Davis and family came to
Kansas from Illinois. He bought and located on a
half section of land in Brown County near Hiawatha,
and for nine years engaged in farming and the
livestock business.
Mr. Davis was twice elected a
member of the Kansas Legislature, being chosen on
the repuldican ticket. His service in that body was a
notable one.
He was an active memlier and the
author of several important bills which became laws.
One of these is known as the Transfer Hecord Law.
This law has saved to the State many thousands of
dollars, which prior to that time had been lost through
It required all the
imperfect land deserii)tions.
work and influence which Mr. Davis could bring to
bear in order to -get this measure passed through
both houses and finally signed by Governor Anthony.
He was author of a game law protecting native birds;
and several other important measures introduced by
him became laws and were written in the statute
books.

In 1882 Mr. Davis moved to Hiawatha and was
instrumental in laying out the Knapp, Moon and
Davis Addition to Hiawatha, in which he lived.
This addition is one of the choice resident districts
of

that city.
During the same year
influence of Mr. Davis the Kansas

through the
Mutual Life
Insurance Comjiany was organized. The late Governor
Morrill :ind many other ])rominent Kansans were
members of the Board of Directors. Mr. Davis was
made jjresident, Mr. W. M. Wellcome, vice president,
and Mr. John E. Moon, secretary.
The company
made rapid growth and in the spring of 1892 moved
to Topeka on account of that city being a better
location.
About forty jieople came with the moving
of the company from Hiaw.itha to Tojioka. In 190it
the Kansas Mutual was transferred to the Illinois
Life Insurance Company of Chicago. At that time
the company had over twelve million dollars of
insurance in force, one hundred thirty-four thousand
dollars
assets

in surplus above all liabilities, and total
amounting to about eight hundred thousand

dollars.

In 1904 Mr. Davis, his son Byron H. Davis, and
Mr. W. M. Wellcome formed a partnership under the

firm

name

of

Davis-Wellcome & Company for the

In 1906
handling of real estate and farm loans.
the real estate part was discontinued and the business of the company devoted to the handling of farm
loans

exclusively.

The company was incorporated

under the name of The Davis-Wellcome Mortgage
Company, and through the efforts of Mr. Davis became state correspondent for the Prudential Insurance
Com]>any of Newark, New Jersey, for the loaning
of that company 's money in Kansas. Later on Missouri was also placed under their control.
Loaning
in these two states, the Davis-Wellcome Mortgage
of
Com])any
Tojveka has made a steady and substantial growth, and is one of the large financial
institutions of the State of Kansas.
While living in Hiawatha Mr. Davis was president
of an organization known as The Business Men's
Club, and after coming to Topeka assisted in organizing the Topeka Commercial Club, of which he is one
of the five charter members.
The Commercial Club
has recently become, the Chamber of Commerce.
For the jiast twenty-two years Mr. Davis has been
a member of the Board of Trustees of Baker University, and for many years vice president of the
Board.
He has been a liberal contributor to the
material support of that college.
A rare and wonderful personality was that of the
late Mrs. .John J'. Davis.
Mr. and Mrs. Davis cele-

brated their golden wedding anniversary amid a
host of friends and relatives.
They traveled life's
highway together for fifty-three years. Thirty years
of that time Mrs. Davis had spent as qn invalid, being
afflicted with rheumatism.
She lived during all those
years in a wheel chair, but always bore her lot with
such fortitude, cheerful and uncomplaining patience,
and radiated so much of the real significance of the
Christian virtues, that it can be safely said that
the ])eriod of her physical misfortune was the period
of greatest growth and develojmient i)i mind and
heart and the source of untold blessing to her family
and all who came within the sphere of her presence.
She was the mother of eight children, seven of whom
survived her, one child having died in infancy.
Tho.se who survived their mother were: Byron H. ;
Alonzo L.
Cora P., (Mrs. Charles G. Colburn)
Viola M., (Mrs. Robert T. Herrick)
Frank S.;
Myrtle M., (Mrs. William Stephens, deceased) and
Ivah B., (Mrs. Thomas B. Frost).
During the many years they spent in Kansas Mr.
and Mrs. Davis acquired a large circle of friends
among the prominent citizens of the state, including
many of the notable figures in Methodism througho\it the country, who paid tender tribute of respect
to the memory of Mrs. Davis at the time of her
death .January 7, 1911.
A ilistinguishing feature of Mr. Davis career has
been his religious life. While he has lived this every
day without ostentation, his has been the worthy
part of vitalizing and making effectual the jiractice
of Christianity and its harmony with the best things
of life.
He has been a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church for sixty years and of its official
board for over fifty years. During all that time he
has been active in Sunday School work, and has
taught the same Bible class for the last twenty years.
He has taken a very active interest in the .affairs of
the Young Men 's Christian Association, and has done
much to contribute to its welfare, having been a
member of the board of directors over twenty years.
Mr. Davis has been ])ermitted to live beyond man's
average earthly tenure, and the world continues to
be better because of his having lived in it.
;

;

;

;
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Will R. Black is a native Kansaii, grew up and
received his education in this state, and is now one
of the capable oil inspectors under the state government, with headquarters and home at Coffeyville.
He traces his ancestry back to a family of Scotch
in Virginia during
origin, and one that was planted
His grandfather Andy Black, was
colonial days.
born in Pulaski County, Virginia, in 1814, was
reared and married in that state, and in 1838 went
to Western Indiana, where he followed farming and
He died at Greenstock raising until his death.
He was a democrat and a
castle, Indiana, in 1872.
member of the Bajitist Church. Andy Black married Clara McCammack, who was born in Virginia
Their chilin 1816 and died in Indiana in 1878.
dren were: James, mentioned below; Jackson, who
served with a Kansas regiment in the Civil war and
has since followed farming in this state; Scleta,
who died at Welda, Kansas, the wife of H. T. Hill,
also deceased, who was a farmer and stock raiser;

who lives at Welda, Kansas, was with an
Indiana regiment in the Civil war and is a farmer;
Thursa, who died at Welda, Kansas, unmarried;
and Nellie, who died at Welda also unmarried.
James Black, father of the deputy state oil in.spector, was born October 12, 1835, in Pulaski
C!ounty, Virginia, and was about three years of age
when his parents moved to Indiana. He grew up in
that state, and in 1855 came as a pioneer to Kansas
Territory, locating first at historic Ossawatomie,
and in 1857 locating at Garnett. Settlers were just
beginning t'o come into that section of Kansas, and
James Black secured a homestead of 160 acres. A
few years later he took his place in the ranks of
the state militia and was in service in repelling
Price's raid through Kansas and Missouri.
From
pioneer times until advancing years compelled him
to lay aside active responsibilities he was a farmer
and stock raiser. In April, 1913, being an invalid,
he went to the home of his son Will and died in
Coffeyville January 3, 1016, when in his eighty-first
While living in Anderson County he served
year.
two terms as county commissioner. He was a democrat and a member of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows. James Black was married in 1858,
the year after he located on his homestead at Garnett, to Ellen Norris, who was born in Ohio January
18, 1838, and is still living, making her home with
her son Will.
The children were: Albert L., who
was born in 1861, was a cigar manufacturer at Garnett for several years and later farmed near
Texarkana, Te.xas, where he died in 1906; F. J. Black
is a newspaper man, connected with the Kansas
City Star and living at Coffeyville; Nellie N. is
the wife of .lohn W. Hedley, a .ieweler at Altus,
Oklahoma; Ella M. married Charles H. Paxton, a
.ieweler at Paola, Kansas; Osroe died in Garnett,
Kansas, in 1889, and was born in 1872; the sixth and
voungest of the faniilv is Will R. Black.
Born at Garnett April 17, 1878, Will R. Black reRobert,

.

ceived his early education in the public schools of
his native town, and left high school in his junior
year to begin life on his own responsibilities. He
found plenty to do and a means of making a satisfactory livelihood as a farmer and stock raiser near
Garnett. In 1913 he was called from his farm by
appointment from former Governor G. H. Hodges
as a deputy state oil inspector.
Mr. Black is now
filling
rules.

the office of

He

On May
Rhoda

is

oil

inspector under civil service

a democrat.

28,

T. Ellis,

1899, at Garnett he married Miss
daughter of H. M. and Cynthia Ellis,
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her motlier now deceased. Her father served as a
soldier in the Civil war in the Ninth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and is now living retired at Garnett.

Edw.\rd E. Dix. The vocation of railroading continues to attract many ambitious young men when
they enter upon life's activities, and this field of
activity has often proven rich in opportunity to those
who have jiossessed the inclination to work industriously and faithfully, to scorn hardships, to face heavy
responsibilities, and to give absolute devotion to the
interests of the great systems which employ them.
There is .no place for those who do not thus prove
themselves.
Among the officials of almost every
other line of business there are found men of sterling
worth who would have succeeded well in almost any
field of activity, but for railroading there must be
natnral inclination, and this must be supplemented
In this connection
by hard, practical experience.
may be cited the career of Edward E. Dix, general
agent of the Frisco Railroad at Fort Scott, Kansas,
who has won promotion from the very bottom of
the ladder through the possession of the qualities
noted above as being necessary for success in the
life' of a railroad man.
Mr. Dix was born at Lawrence, Douglas County,
Kansas, March 21, 1860, and is a son of Ralph C.
and Jette (Graham) Dix, the former born at Wethersfield, Hartford County, Connecticut, and the latter
at Freeport, Stephenson County, Illinois.
Ralph C.
Dix had learned the trade of mechanic in the East
but felt that his field was too restricted and therefore decided to try his fortunes in the great West.
From his native state he went to Illinois, and, in 1855,
in company with the father of Frank Faxon of Kansas
City, Missouri, drove overland from Chicago to Kansas City, subsequently coming to Lawrence, Kansas,
where he at once began the manufacture of plows.
This was the first industry of the kind started in
Kansas, and at first his principal trade was with
the Indians, but the earl,y white settlers were already
beginning settlement and there is no doubt but that
Mr. Dix would have built up a large and prosperous
business had his life been spared.
However, this
was not to be, for when the notorious Quantrell and
his band came to Lawrence, the family home, adjoining the Johnson house, was at the point of the fiercest
fighting and was burned to the ground and Mr. Dix
and one of his brothers were killed. Mrs. Dix was
Edward E., and twin
left with three small children
Belle later married the
daughters, Belle and Lucy.
:

Hon. George H. Edward.^ of Kansas City, and Lucy
the wife of W. S. Kinnear of Columbus, Ohio.
Subsequently, Mrs. Dix married W. .1. Flinton, editor
of the Lawrence Gazette, and still lives in that city,
in advanced years.
The public schools of Lawrence furnished Edward
E. Dix with his educational training, but he was
fatherless and it was necessary that he do something to support himself, and he therefore had no
chance for an academic or college training. At the
age of sixteen years he put aside his school books
and began his connection with railroad work in
the capacity of messenger boy in the employ of
what was known as the Saint Louis, Lawrence &
Western Railroad.
This was but a modest start,
but the youth possessed ambition and energy, and
his employers soon recognized these traits, together
with his inhereilt ability, so that he was advanced
from time to time until he reached the position
is

of telegraph operator.
In this capacity he was stationed at different points along the line, each one
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of more responsibility than the one whicli liail preceded it, and thus he secured practical and diversified
erperienee which stood him in good stead in later
When he was stationed at Carbondale, the
year^.
railroad went into the hands of a receiver and the

between Carbondale and Lawrence was given
Mr. Dix, disappointed, but not discouraged, returned to Lawrence, where he worked as an operator
until 1878. and in that year transferred his services
to the Frisco Railroad, with which he has been connected ever since.
Witli this line he resumed his
activities as an operator, takintr various posts along
the line of the road, and in 1882 came his reward
for fidelity in the shape of an appointment to the
office of agent at
Fort Scott.
During the next
line

up.

eighteen years he discharged the duties of this position faithfully and efficiently, and in 1900 he was
advanced to the jiost of general asent, a position
which he has continued to o"bcupy to the present time.
Mr. Dix has made railroading -his life work. That
he h,as continued in the same vocation that he adopted
in his boyhood shows him to be possessed of the
true spirit of the trainman.
Being a close student
of railroading, he is justly accounted one of the
best informed men upon the subject in the state,
as well as one of the most competent and reliable.
He has been constantly interested in the growth and
development of Fort Scott, and as a helpful participant in local affairs has served as president of the
Fort Scott Business Men's Association,
position
in which his progressive ideas as to the
problems
of the day did much to advance ciric and commercial
interests. He is prominent in Masonry, having reached
the thirty-second degree and being a member of the
.Shrine, and al.so holds membership in the Benevolent
.and Protective Order of Elks.
Always a republican,
he has been stanch in his support of that party, and
in 1900 was appointed by Governor Stubl)S as a
delegate to the National Conservation Congress, which
met that year at Minneapolis.
On October 21, 1900. Mr. Dix was united in marriage with Miss Sarah Miller, who, prior to her
marriage, was superintendent of music in the public
schools of Fort Scott.
She was born and reared in
Indiana, and is a lady of culture and refinement.
One son has come to Mr. and Mrs. Dix: .Tohn Perry,
who was born June 2, 1902.
."i

Mrs. .T. H. SxEpnENS. As president of the City
Federation of Women's Clubs, an active factor in the
Current Club and a member of the Carnegie Library
Board, at Coffeyville, Mrs. J. H. Stephens occupies a
prominent position in the social, ci\-ic and intellectual
life that has made this city one of the centers of
cultural interests in the state.

Mrs. Stephens CEsther Logan) comes of an old
colonial familv of English origin.
The Logans were
jiioneers in Kentucky, in which state Mrs. .Stephens'
grandfather was born and died. Her father, G. H.

was

born

in Somerset County,
Kentucky.
In early manhood he accompanied
his widowed mother when she removed to Nodaway
County, Missouri, where he later engaged in merchanIn 1889 he went to Oklahoma and was the
dising.
Iiioneer merchant at Kin(rfis''fr and continued there
1906
until
when he came to Kansas and is the senior
member of the Logan-Stephens Mercantile Company
at Coffeyville.
He married .lulia Bradford, who was
bom August 2.5, 1849. in Missouri, and died at
in
March, 1914.
Coffeyville
They had one child,
Esther, who became the wife of J. H. Stephens.
.T. H.
was
born
in
Linn
Stephens
County, Missouri,

Logan,

.January

(5,

1840.

December

1871, and was educated in the public
business at Linneus, in his
native county. For several years he was a cashier in
the employ of the New York Life Insurance Company and for three years was a merchant at KingIn 1904 he came to Coffeyville
fisher, Oklahoma.
and entered the mercantile business being now the
junior member of the firm of the Log.an-Stephens
Mercantile Company located on Ninth Street, one of
the largest establishments of its kind in tliis city.
In his political sentiments he is a democrat.
In 1900 Mr. Stephens was united in marriage with
schools.

Miss

18,

He

entered

Esther Logan,

who was born

at

Burlington

Junction, Nodaway County, Missouri. Mrs. Stephens
attended the public schools of Lexington, Missouri,
and later had the superior educational advantages
offered by the Lexington Female Seminary.
Mr.
and Mrs. Stephens have two children, a son and
daughter: John Logan, who is a student in the city
high school, and Julia Virginia, who is yet in the
grade school. Mrs. Stephens is an active member of
the Presbyterian Church in which she was reared.
Perhaps it is because Mrs. Stephens exemplifies
the womanly attributes which have ever adorned her
sex, as well as that she possesses the wide vision and
high ideals of the intellectual modern progressive
woman, that she has been selected for the i>residency
of such a representative body as the City Federation
of Women 's ("lubs.
She has the personality that
creates admiration and wins esteem.

Orlik M. Balch. The mercantile interests of the
thriving and prosperous Town of Earleton, in Neosho
County, are well represented by Orlin M. Balch, who
has resided in this community all his life and is
known to its citizens as a business man of ability
and a citizen who has played his part in the town 's
development. Mr. Balch has other interests here, being president of the Earleton State Bank, and his
record is one that is creditable both to himself and to
his

community.

Orlin M. Balch belongs to a family of ScotchIrish origin, which w,as founded in America in colonial
days, the original emigrant locating in Virginia. From
the Old Dominion state the family migrated with the
western tide of civilization to Illinois, and in that
state, in Coles County, George Balch, the father of
Orlin M., was born in 1832.
He was reared and
educated in his native community, but about the time
of the outbreak of the Civil war went to Wisconsin,
where he enlisted in the Third Regiment, Wisconsin

Volunteer Infantry, and served nearly four years
These four years were ones
as a Union soldier.
crowded with hard fighting, for the Third Wisconsin
took part in some of the most important campaigns
and battles of the great struggle, being, among others,
at Shiloh, Vicksburg, Lookout Mountain and Chickamauga, and with Sherman on his great march to the
On one occasion Mr. Balch was wounded and
sea.
taken prisoner by the enemy, but later his exchange

was effected. At the close of his military ser\'ice, or
shortly thereafter, Mr. Balch came to Kansas, and in
ISG.') homesteaded 160 acres near the Town of EarleThe splendid record which
ton, in Neosho County.
he had made as a sobiier was duplicated as a civilian,
and his agricultural labors, prosecuted industriously
and managed ably, brought him into possession of a
fine tract of land.
He continued as a farmer up to
the time of his death, in 1909, when he w.as the owner
of 440 acres of land.
Mr. Balch w.ts always a republican, and while he did not seek office, took an active
interest in the success of his ])arty.

He

belonge.l to
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the United Brethren Church. Mr. Balch married Miss
Sarah Stevens, who was born in 1845, near Paris,
Indiana, and slie still survives her husband and resides
on the old liome farm near Earleton. They became
of four children, as follows: G. T., who
the

parents
connected with the Cudahy Refining Company and
Chanute E. F., who resides with his mother
and superintends the operations on the home farm;
Orlin M., born at Earleton, November 4, 1877; and
a merchant
Mattie, who is the wife of A. L. Skinner,
is

resides at

;

San Diego, California.
During his boyhood Orlin M. Balch resided on the
home farm, on which he worked during the summer
of

months, while in the winter he attended the district
schools near Earleton.
Subsequently he enrolled as a
student at the Chanute High School, from which he
was graduated in 1893, and then went to the State
Normal School at Emporia, where he completed the
course of the junior year. He commenced his career
as an' educator, and for four years taught in the
country schools of Neosho County, but his first business experience was with the Long Bell Lumber

Company

of Oianute, with which he remained four

on

In 1910 Mr. Balch became
proprietor
years.
his own account, when he purchased a store building
on Neodesha Street, near the depot, at Earleton, and
From
installed a 'stock of up-to-date merchandise.
small beginnings this has grown to good proportions,
and four clerks are now necessary to handle the
miles.
business, which comes from a radius of eight
The store building is 40x70 feet, has all modern
a

accommodations and conveniences, and reflects the
The goods are well
progressive spirit of its owner.
and
selected, attractively arranged and fairly priced,
have been purchased with an idea of meeting the
demands of his trade. Mr. Balch is a business man
with an excellent reputation for integrity and fair
dealing, and his name connected with the Earleton
State Bank, in the capacity of president, does much
to inspire confidence in the solidity of that institution.
He is the owner of a residence one-half block east of
his store building on Neodesha Street and of a wellcultivated 80-aere farm, situated 2Vz miles east

In polities he is a republican. He has
always been ready to serve his city in public ofiice,
and has been a member of the township board of
Fratertrustees and the board of school directors.
nally Mr. Balch is well known and has many friends
among his fellow-members in Chanute Camp, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Chanute Lodge No.
S06, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; Earleton Camp No. 5070, Modern Woodmen of America;
and Cedar Lodge No. 103, Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons.
In 1907, at Earleton, Mr. Balch was united in
marriage with Miss Lizzie Foetisch, daughter of
Charles and Mary (Potts) Foetisch, both of whom
are deceased. Mr. Foetisch was a pioneer of 1869,
when he horaesteaded a tract of 160 acres in Neosho
County. Mr. and Mrs. Balch have one child, Joe,
born February 26, 1913.'

of Earleton.

_

Abraham D. Berrt, who now enjoys prosperity as
a farmer and oil producer at Wayside, is one of the
men who became acquainted with this part of Kansas
when the Indians were reluctantly giving it up as a
hunting ground. He has been a resident of Kansas
almost continuously for forty-five years. As a pioneer
he helped lay the foundation for the present magnificent prosperity of Kansas.
Born in LaGrange County, Indiana, May 10, 1847,
he went as a small boy with his parents to Livingston
Vol.

rv— 17
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County, Illinois, received his education there, and spent
the first twenty-one years of his life on Ms father's
farm.
It was in 1870 that Mr. Berry first came to Kansas.
His first location was at the old trading post in Linn
County. He found employment in diiferent lines for
several years, but in 1872 returned to Illinois for a
couple of years. He made his permanent settlement in
1874 and after his marriage at Trading Post in Linn
County he moved in the same year to what is now
Wayside. At that date, forty-two years ago, he located
on his present farm. Mr. Berry owns 320 acres in
Rutland Township in the suburbs of Wayside, besides
a farm in Caney Township, and a Texas farm in the
Rio Grande Valley.
On his farms in Rutland and

Caney townships there are now fifty-eight producing
oil wells, and these would
give him a fortune apart
from his substantial interests as a farmer and stock
man.
His farms are thoroughly developed, and he has a
complete equipment of buildings, modem machinery,
and for years has carried on" diversified farming and
the raising of blooded horses and cattle. Mr. Berryis also vice president and a stockholder and director
in the Wayside Bank.
Politically he is a republican.

He

is

one of the leading

Cluirch in his

men

to support the Baptist

community and fraternally

is affiliated

Margaret Delilah, who died

in Illinois in

with Havana Lodge, No. 640, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, with Anti-Horse Thief Association, and
was formerly a member of the Good Templars.
Several generations ago the Berrys came from Germany. His great-grandfather was the founder of the
family in this country and probably settled in Virginia.
Mr. Berry's grandfather, Alexander Berry, was a
Revolutionary soldier, afterwards followed farming,
and died in Indiana.
Samuel Berry, father of A. D. Berry, was bom in
Ohio in 1815, and was also a pioneer in Kansas.
Reared and married in his native state, he soon afterwards moved to LaGrange County, Indiana, from there
to Livingston County, Illinois, locating near
Streator,
and in 1874 came to Montgomery County, Kansas.
Here he followed farming and stock raising on Ms
farm two miles southwest of Havana on Bee Creek.
This place of 240 acres was originally known as the
George Ripley farm, and is now owned by a grandson
of Samuel Berry, Walter DefFenbaugh. Samuel
Berry
died on that farm May 26, 1892, aged
seventy-seven
years, one month and twenty-nine days. As a republican he took much interest in civic affairs, and held
various township offices. He is an active member of
the Methodist Church.
He first married a Miss
Hinton, and both their children, Isabella and AlexanFor his second wife Samuel
der, are now deceased.
Berry married Elizabeth Deffenbaugh, who was born
in Ohio and died in Illinois in 1854.
Her children
were: George, who died at the age of ten years;
Catherine, wife of T. S. Clark, living at CoffeyviUe,
Mr. Clark having been a railroad engineer for the past
thirty years; Samuel, who died in childhood; Susan,
who resides at Independence, widow of James Deffenbaugli, formerly of Wayside, who was a farmer and
stock raiser

;

January, 1915, the wife of D. S. Robins, who is also
deceased and who is a farmer and stockman A.- D.
Berry, who is the sixth in age; Emma, who died in
1892, married John D. Hiner, deceased, who owned a
farm in Oklahoma and gave much of his time to a
machine for manufacturing cement Charles, who was
a farmer in Chautauqua County, Kansas, and died in
;

;

1899.

A. D. Berry was married April

8,

1874, at Trading
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Post on Magazine Eiver to Miss Mary A. Hall, a
daughter of Joseph and Sarah Hall. Joseph Hall,
who was a blacksmith and farmer, had a notable military record, having served through the Mexican war
and afterwards fighting with the Twentieth Kansas
Infantry in the Civil war. He was a lieutenant in the
To the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Berry
Civil war.
were born three children: Annie, wife of Bert Gibson, a farmer and stock raiser living near Nowata,

Oklahoma; Martha May, who died

in childhood; and
Etta, wife of Artiiur Banks, formerly a nurseryman' and they now reside at Houston, Texas.

Mary

LOREN E. Haevey for nearly ten years has been
No
chief of the fire deiiartment of CofCeyville.
munici])al service has been more highly developed
in cfiioiency and equipment than that for fighting
the propfires, and none is of greater usefulness to
Mr. Harvey is one
erty and welfare of citizens.
of "the veterans of the fire department of Coffeyalso
ville, and by his leadership among his men and
his influence in equipping and keeping up the best
standards of service, is performing a most valuable
part in the life of that city.
Though he was born at Sheldon, Missouri, November 21, 1880, he has spent most of his life in
Coffeyville, and attended the public schools there
In the meantime
until he was fifteen years old.
he had acquired some experience helping his father,
and at tne age of fifteen took upon himself the responsibilities of earning his own way, and for the
next four years worked in a grocery store. In earlier
years Mr. Harvey was well known among profesHe played baseball with
sional baseball circles.
the Western Association, and for several seasons
was catcher for the Pittsburgh and Iowa teams.
It was in August, 1901, a little before his twentyfirst

birthday, that Mr.

Harvey joined the

Coffey-

department. After six years in the ranks
and with a record of capable performance at every
call to duty, he was elected chief in 1907, and it
is a tribute to his leadership and also to the general
efficiency of the department that in the past ten
years Coffeyville has had only one serious fire. That
was in 1912 when the Lewark livery barns were
destroyed at a loss of $2.5,000, and but for the prompt
and hard work of the department the fire would
have spread to adjoining buildings and entailed a
much greater loss. Coffeyville has now tw'O fire stations. The Central Statio"n, built in 1904, at Seventh
and Union streets, is the headquarters for Chief
Harvey and he has eight paid firemen under his
The equipment consists of one autosujjervision.
mol)ile hose wagon, equipped with chemicals and
other implements, and carrying 1,000 feet of
2^/2 inch hose; an automobile ladder service truck,
with 210 feet of ladder, with life net, chemicals,
electric wire cutters, tin roof cutters and other
implements; and a chief's auto, carrying two thirtyfive gallons of chemicals and 150 feet of chemical
Station No. 2, at 507 West Twelfth Street,
hose.
has a team and hose wagon, with chemicals, small
ladders and 1,000 feet of hose. In the years
since he entered the fire department of Coffeyville
Mr. Harvey has allowed no other interests to interfere with strict and regular performance of his
ville fire

duties.

His Harvey ancestors were pioneer settlers of
Kentucky. His grandfather was a native of Kentucky, but went as an early settler into Missouri,
lived for a couple of years with his son in Kansas,
but then returned to Missouri and died on his farm

near Sheldon.
One of his sons, Thomas Harvey,
served as a soldier throughout the Civil war and
died in Sedalia, Missouri.
Samuel Harvey, father of Loren E., was born in
Kentucky in 1845, but grew up near Sheldon, MisAs 3 boy he had some exsouri, where he married.
tensive experience as a cowboy in Kansas, Texas
and Indian Territory. He was about sixteen years
of age when the war came on and though eager to
enlist was prevented until toward the close, when
lie went out and was with the army for the last
three months of the war. While living at Sheldon
in Missouri he was a deputy sheriff, and in performance of his duty was shot by a horse thief,
being severely wounded through tiie arm and hip,
and the bullet he carried to his grave. He was only
twenty years of age when this occurred. In 1S83
Samuel Harvey moved from Sheldon, Missouri, to
Anthony, Kansas, where he followed farming and
also conducted a hotel. In 1SS7 he came to Coffeyville, and during tlie early days following the development of the first gas wells, was in the plumbing
business. In 1912 he retired and moved to Nowata,
1913. He was
Oklahoma, where he died January
a republican in politics and a member of the Baptist Church.
Samuel Harvey married Nannie Dungan, who was born in 1S63 and is now living at
Nowata, Oklahoma. Their children were Loren E.:
Emmett, who was a traveling saleman for the Carey
Commission Company and died at Bartlesville, Oklahoma, in .Tuly, 1912. Fred, who served for three years
ten months under his brother Chief Harvey at Coffeyville, and for the past four years has been chief
of the fire deiiartment at Nowata, Oklahoma. Floyd,
in the laundry business at Nowata.
In politics Mr. Harvey is an independent republican, and his fraternal affiliations are with Lodge No.
775 Benevolent and Protective Order of EUcs, No.
30.5, Fraternal Order of Eagles. No. 1193 Loyal Order
of Moose, and Lodge No. 104 of the Homesteaders, all
of Coffevville.
His home is at 514 South Walnut
,"?,

Street.

In 1904 at Cherry vale, Kansas, he married Miss
Carlie Casort, daughter of Charles and Sarah Casort.
is now deceased and her father, who is
a molder in the Coffeyville foundry, lives with Mr.
and Mrs. Harvey. They have one child. LawTence.
born November 24, 1907, and now a pupil in the

Her mother

public schools.

Edward Bell Payxe, M. D. With an understanding of what is .iwaiting the man of science, the many
doors yet unopened which will lead to the further
amelioration of the ills of mankind, and the constant
yearning to add to his store of knowledge, it is
practically impossible for the conscientious physician
and surgeon to arrive at a state of mind where he is
satisfied with what he has accomplished and, of necessity, he keeps on striving for perfection as long as
life lasts.
A long list of accomplishments in his profession have marked the career of Dr. Edward Belt
Payne, one of Fort Scott 's leading medical men, who,
still in the prime of life, may be looked to for further
and greater achievements.
Doctor Payne was born in Miami County, Kansas,
on a farm near P.aola, October 9, 1866, and is a son
of Rev. .lames M. and Mary A. (Cantwein Payne.
The latter, who was born in 1843, was a daughter of
Andrew Cantwell, a native of the South of Ireland,
who emigrated to the United States at an early date
and settled in Illinois, where he farmed until moving
to Linn County, Kansas.
There he followed agricul-
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tural pursuits during the remainder of his life. Rev.
James M. Payne was born in 1843, on a farm ta
Indiana, and as a young man moved to Illinois and
engaged in farming. When the Civil war came on
he enlisted in Company G, Second Eegiment, Illinois

Volunteer Cavalry, with which organization he served
four years, five months ami fourteen days as a
private. In 1866 he came to Kansas and settled on a
homestead near Paola, Miami County, where he engaged in farming. Being of a deeply religious nature,
he studied for the ministry and was ordained in
the MethQdist Church in 1878. His ministerial labors
began in Miami County and for many years he
preached in Eastern and Southeastern Kansas. From
1893 until 1898 he was pastor of Grace Methodist
Church, at Fort Scott, and in the latter year was
appointed chaplain of the National Military Home,
at Leavenworth, Kansas, a position which he has
retained to the present time. Reverend Payne is beloved by all, and counts hundreds of friends in all
walks of life and of all religions and creeds. Mrs.
Payne, a woman of culture and refinement, is a devout
Christian and has been of great assistance to her

husband in his religious and charitable labors. Thij
had three children, of whom two died in infancy.
Edward Bell Payne began his education in the
country schools of Miami County, following which
he attended Baker University, at Baldwin, Kansas.
He next began his medical studies in the University
Medical College of Kansas City, Missouri, from which
he was graduated in 1889, and then took his degree
in Bellevue (New York) Hospital in 1890.
Doctor
Payne started practice at Galena, Kansas, in the fall
of 1890, and remained there until 1905, during which
time he was the recipient of numerous honors, being
at various times president, vice president and secretary of the Clierokee County Medical Society, and
for five years a member of the school board of
Galena, during which time he was instrumental in
having built two splendid school buildings. For thirteen years he served as superintendent in the Methodist Sunday schools and in various other ways held
a prominent place in the life of the community.
In 1905 Doctor Payne came to Fort Scott, where
he has since advanced to a leading place in the ranks
of his profession.
Holding to high ideals in his
professional service, his work has always been characterized by a devotion to duty and with an appreciation of the responsibilities resting upon him.
He is
interested in all that pertains to modern progress, both
in and outside of his calling, particularly along intellectual, moral and material lines, and his charities
assist many worthy enterprises.
He belongs to the
American Medical Association, the Kansas State Medical Society and the Bourbon County Medical
Society,
and has served Bourbon County as coroner for six
years.
Politically, the Doctor is an adherent of
He stands high in Masonry,
republican principles.
belonging to the Knights Templar and the Shrine at

Leavenworth. He has continued his religious labors
at Fort Scott, where he is trustee of the Methodist
Church and has been superintendent of the Sunday
school for ten years. As a relaxation from the exacting duties of his calling. Doctor Payne engages in
agricultural work, having a natural love for farming
and being the owner of a handsome property at Redfield, Bourbon County, where he raises the standard
crops and also breeds good livestock.
Doctor Payne was married July 6, 1898, at Baxter
Springs, Kansas, to Miss Rose Luckey, a native of
Illinois, and a daughter of John and Susan Luckey,
who came to Cherokee County, Kansas, direct from
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Doctor and Mrs. Payne have one daughter,
who was born at Galena, November 11,
Mrs. Payne is
1903, and is now attending school.
well known in social circles of Fort Scott,
and, like
her husband, takes an active part in religious and
charitable work, being district president of the Methodist Episcopal Missionary Society.

Illinois.

Mary

Esther,

Clark Nicholas
the

first class

ability

St.arrt,

M. D.

and

of his profession and

skill

Representing

enjoying a large general practice, Clark Starry has
devoted all his active lifetime to medicine as a profession, and began his career with an excellent equipment, the test of real practice finding him well
For the past fifteen
qualified for important service.
years he has practiced at Coffeyville.
He represents a family that came originally from
England and settled in Virginia diiring colonial days.
Clark Nicholas Starry, M. D., was born in Marshfield, Indiana, February 28, 1871, and his parents
soon afterward came to Kansas and were early settlers in Miami County of this state.
His grandfather
Nicholas Harvey Starry was born in Virginia in
1800, was reared in that state, but early in life went
to Indiana, where he followed farming, and then
when quite well advanced in years, about 1870, came
out to Kansas and bought 160 acres of land in Miami
County, where he lived until his death in 1879. He
was independent in politics, a very active member
of the Christian Church, which he served as elder,
and lived his many years usefully and well. He married Margaret Cashman, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1800 and died on the old farm in Miami
None of their children
County, Kansas, in 1876.
are iwf/ living.

Nicholas

Harvey

Starry, was born in

Starry,

Jr.,

father

of Doctor
in 1842.

Warren County, Indiana,

He grew up and married in his native state and
became a Warren County farmer.
In November,
1871, a few months after the birth of Doctor Starry,
he came to Miami County, Kansas, settling on a
farm of 160 acres, and afterwards increasing his
holdings by the purchase of another quarter section.
He was one of the leading farmers and stock raisers
of that county for many years. He had a family of
four daughters and two sons, and to the girls he
deeded

all

his

real estate, while his

personal prop-

was divided between the two boys.
life was devoted to farming and money
he should be remembered as one of the
erty

Not

all his

getting,
sterling
influence

and
and

citizens who impressed their
for
good upon one of the early communities of this state.
He was especially active as a member and elder in
the Christian Church, and he and his wife were

upriglit

the thirteen charter members who organized
a church of that denomination in Miami County in
1873, and he was the last of the thirteen to die.
Nicholas H. Starry
Politically he was independent.
enlisted in 1862 in the Eighty-sixth Indiana Infantry, and after nine months with his regiment was

among

transferred to the signal service, and continued in
that corps until the close of the war. He had a long
and honorable participation in the campaigns for
the preservation of the Union.
He fought in the
battles of Chattanooga, Missionary Ridge, in the
many battles leading up to Atlanta, and then was
on Sherman 's march to the sea. He married Sarah
G. Bonebrake, a relative of the noted old time citizen of that name of Topeka. She was born in Ohio,
August 2, 1845, and died on the home farm in
Miami County, Kansas, September 6, 1909. Their
children were: Maude, who married Isaac Wise, and
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died on their farm in Miami County, where
Mr. Wise still lives; Leona is unmarried and lives at
Louisburg, Kansas; the third in age is Doctor
Starry: Beverly C. is in the grocery business at
Louisburg; Alta is the wife of Jacob Ring, and they
live on a farm adjoining the old homestead in
Miami County; Eflie is unmarried and lives at Louisburg with her sister Leona.
Doctor Starry grew up in Miami County, had the
familiar environment of a Kansas country boy, and
beginning in the districts schools graduated from
the Louisburg High School in 1888.
Among his
early experiences was teaching a term of school in
Miami County for three months. In 1893 he gradushe

ated with a life teacher's certificate from the Emporia State Normal School, and thereafter for one
year was jiriucipal of the schools at Bucyrus, Kansas.
All this work was preliminary to his preparation
for the career of his choice.
Entering the Kansas
City Homeopathic Medical College, Doctor' Starry
was graduated Doctor of Medicine in 1897. For the
first two years he practiced at his old home town,
Louisburg, then spent a year in Ossawatomio, and
on June 2, 1900, located in Coffeyville. He is one
of the leading representatives of the Homeopathic
School of Medicine in Southern Kansas, and has
always enjoyed a fine practice both in medicine and
His offices are in the Columbia Building.
surgery.
Doctor Starry is a member of the County and State
Medical societies, the Southeastern Medical Society
He has
and the American Medical Association.
never aspired to political honors?, and is merely a
voter of the democratic ticket. He is aifiliated with
CoffeyviUe Lodge, No. 775, Benevolent and .Protective Order of Elks, and other lodge societies.
Doctor Starrv and familv reside at 617 West
Eighth Street. 'On May 8, 1906, he was married at
Astoria, Oregon, to Miss Alice May Morgan, daughHer
ter of David and Mary (Walsh)
Morgan.
father was a very prosperous business man, now
deceased, and her mother still lives in Astoria, OreDoctor and Mrs. Starry have three children:
gon.
Sara, who was born July 17, 1909, and is now a
student in the Coffeyville public schools: Nicholas,
born November 14, 1912, and Alice Clark, born

November

4, 1916.

Joseph A. Wells was one of the earliest settlers
Neosho County. He moved into that section in
March, 1866, less than a year after he was di.schjrged

in

with an honorable record as a soldier of the Union.
On April 4, 1866, he took up his claim of a quarter
section of land three miles northwest of the townsite
of Erie. For over half a century he has been identified with that community.
After farming for a year and a half, Mr. Wells
sold his claim, and moved to Erie. In the meantime
he had been elected to the office of probate judge, and
filled that position with credit for two years.
Since
then he has been engaged in the real estate, insurance
and law .business. In 187.'!, at the time of tlie panic
of that year, he left Kansas and went into Texas,
where he followed contracting for a couple of years.
Mr. Wells is. of very old .\merican stock.
His
immigrant ancestor John W. Wells came from England to Virginia in colonial days and during the
Revolution was a meml>er of Washington's body
In the next generation Philip Wells, greatguard.
great-grandfather of Joseph A.
Philip, lived in
Georgia and was a shoemaker by trade. The greatgrandfather was Carter Wells, who died in Tennessee,
where he was a very early settler. Grandfather Philip

Wells became a Baptist minister, and died at Walkerville, Illinois.

Samuel Wells, father of Joseph A., was born at
Brush Creek, thirty miles west of Nasliville, TenHe lived a long and useful life and
nessee, in 1800.
died at Walkerville, Illinois, in 1892.
He spent his
early years farming on Brush Creek in Tennessee and
married his first wife there. In 1832 he removed to
Walkerville, Greene County, Illinois, and was one of
the first to clear up a tract of land and engage in
farming in that locality. For fifty years he was one
of the leading citizens of that community.
democrat by inheritance and individual belief, late in life,
when James Blaine was a candidate for President, he
supported that statesman and ever afterwards voted
the republican ticket. He was one of the leaders ia
the Baptist Church and built and paid for the church
across the road from his old home in Illinois.
His

A

first

wife,
deceased.

Mary Smith, had four

children, all

now

For his second wife lie married Mary
Powers, who was born in Tennessee in 1812 and died
at Walkerville, Illinois, in 1849. Their children were:
.Joseph A., John C, deceased, Elizabeth, Sarah and
George W., deceased, so that Joseph A. Welis is the
only surviving member of his mother's family. Samuel Wells, in 1852, married Sarah Sullivan, who is
now deceased. There were twelve cliildren by that

union, and all are now deceased except David W.,
who resides on the old home farm in WalkervUle. At
the time of his death Samuel Wells left a fine estate
of 500 acres.
On his father's farm at Walkerville in Greene

Joseph A. Wells was born March
As a boy he had the advantages of such
education as was imparted in a log cabin schoolhouse
County,
24,

Illinois,

1838.

Walkerrille.
Until he was twenty-two he lived
on and worked on his father's farm. Then for one
year he was engaged in farming for himself.
Mr. Wells had been married a little over two years
and was becoming comfortably settled when the tocsin
of the war sounded and called him into active service
to preserve the Union.
August 8, 1862, he enlisted
at

H

of the 91st Illinois Infantry. Much
Company
of his service was spent in guarding the border of
the Southwest, and he was in New Mexico a part of
the time.
He also, with his regiment, took an active
part in the operations around Mobile Bay, in the
siege and capture of that city, and he w:is a participant in the battle that followed the succeeding day
in

when Whistler, Alabama, was captured and large
t|uantities of
Union forces.

munitions fell into the hands of the
His muster out from the army came

July 12, 1865.
A few weeks after his return home he went to
Northern Missouri and bought a farm, but remained
on it only until the following spring, when he came
and joined the settlers of Neosho County. Mr. Wells
has given his time and resources to a number of
business affairs, and was one of the men responsible
for the ojiening of the oil and gas fields around Erie.
He has some fine property, including forty acres of
alfalfa bottom land a mile west of Erie, a residence
at the corner of Seventh and Main streets, another
dwelling house at the corner of Seventh and Grant
streets, and an ofiice building on Main street.
Mr. Wells recalls the exact date of his conversion
from the democratic party to allegiance with the
republican organization. It was after he enlisted in
the army and cmno as a definite decision on December
Since then for fifty-four years he has
22, 1862.
actively supported and worked with the republican
Ho is a member of the Presbyterian
organization.
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Church, has served as master seven times of Erie
is
76, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
of Fort Scott Consistory No. 4 of the
thirty-second degree Scottish Rite; of Valley Chapter
No. 11, Eoyal Arch Masons at Humboldt; of Erie

Lodge No.
a member

Camp No. 1101, Modern Woodmen of America; Lodge
No. 275, Ancient Order of United Workmen; and
Lodge No. 77 of the Sons and Daughters of Justice
at Erie.

On March 25, 1860, at the age of twenty-two, Mr.
Wells married Miss Matilda Wood, daughter of
Pleasant and Cynthia (Caid) Wood. Her father was
a farmer and both parents are now deceased. Mr.
and Mrs. Wells have lived together more than fiftyfive years and in that time have reared some children
who have gained distinction. Loyal T., who was a
farmer, died at Erie in, 1899. Seth G., a resident of
Erie and a printer by trade, served one term as
state auditor of Kansas.
Byron C, who died at
Erie in 1898, was deputy postmaster.
Logan H. is
an attorney and in the insurance business at MuskoJay C. is a horseman at Eeno,
gee, Oklahoma.
Nevada. Jennie E., the only daughter, is the wife
of James E. Rogers, who is bookkeeper in the office
of the state treasurer at Topeka.
Joseph Edwakd Exner, now president of the CofProducts Company and especially
identified with a number of other manufacturing and
feyvilla Shale

business concerns of Montgomery County, is a veteran railroad man, having retired from the hazardous and responsible position of locomotive engineer
some thirteen years ago to take up a career as a

manufacturer at Coffeyville.
He is an Eastern man, though most of his experience in railroading and business has been gained in
the West. His Exner ancestors had their original
seat of residence in Germany. During colonial times

two brothers of the name came to New York State,
while another brother went to Australia.
At Savannah, New York, Joseph Edward Exner
was born November 10, 1S61, a son of Edward Exner.
His father was born at Clyde, New York, in 1829
and was a successful farmer and stock raiser at
Savannah and Port Byron, New York. His death
occurred at the latter place in 1902. He was a democrat and a member of the Methodist Church.
Edward Exner married Mary Jane DeVoe, who was
born at Montezuma, New York, in 1841 and died at
Savannah in that state in 1869. Their children
were:
Maitie, wife of Willis M. Frost, a retired
farmer at South Butler, New York; and Joseph E.
Reared on a New York State farm, until he was
eighteen years of age Joseph E. Exner attended the
His first experiences
public schools of Savannah.
were one summer spent in work on a farm, then a
year in a wagon factory at South Butler, and in
1882, at the age of twenty, he entered railroading
as a brakeman for the New York Central Railway.
He spent two years as a brakeman, one year nine
months as a fireman, and in that brief time earned
promotion to the rank of locomotive engineer. He

was made an engineer December 5, 1886, and the
following year was given promotion to the responsibility of piloting the engines of the White Mountain
Express, a passenger train running between Oswego
and Norwood, New York, there connecting with the
He
Ogdensburg and Lake Champlain Railroad.
.

handled the throttle on that run for an entire summer, living at Watertown, New York. In the summer of 1887 he was engineer on the Buffalo, Rochester and Pittsburg Railway.
On December 25,

1961

Christmas Day of 1SS7, Mr. Exner arrived at Littli'
Rock, Arkansas. This was his first introduction to
After making one trip over the Iron
the West.
Mountain Road in order to familiarize himself with
it, he took the post of engineer and for two years
He was then
ran an engine out of Little Rock.
transferred to the Kansas and Arkansas Valley Railroad between Fort Smith and Coffeyville, Kansas.
Mr. Exner has many interesting incidents to relate
of his career as a railroad man, particularly while
an engineer on Southwestern railroads, which at the
time and place were much exposed to the danger of
attacks from bandits and outlaws.
After twenty-two years of faithful railroad service Mr. Exner resigned his position in January, 1903,
and at the same date established his family residence at Coffeyville. Entering business, he established a brick yard at Coffeyville, first known as
In 1914 it
the Coffeyville Shale Brick Company.
was reorganized as the Coffeyville Shale Products
Company, and its output is now hollow building tiles.
The plant' is situated a mile and a half northwest of
Coffeyville. The officers of the company are: Joseph
E. Exner, president and general manager; A. N.
Kellogg, vice president; and L. A. Florea, secretary
and treasurer. This is one of the industries which
helped to give Coffey\'ille its pre-eminence as a
brick manufacturing center. The plant has a capacity of 100 tons for each ten-hour day, and the products are shipped over a radius of 300 miles around
Coffeyville, some of it going as far as Omaha, Nebraska.

Mr. Exner is also vice president of the Denison
Clay Company of Coffeyville, a company manufacturing hollow building tile with their plant two miles
He is president of the
northwest of Coffeyville.
Exner-Dodge Packer Company, manufacturing all
This is
oil and gas well swage nipples and supplies.
a large and important industry, the fine new factory
being located at Fourth and Santa Fe streets. Another concern of which he is the chief executive
officer is the Will-Pur Mining and Milling Company
at Harrison, Arkansas, which owns 160 acres and has
eighty acres under lease, aiid is rapidly developing
promising prospects for mineral development. Mr.
Exner also has an interest in 2,200 acres of gas leases
near Van Buren, Arkansas. In Coffeyville he and his
family occupy an attractive residence at 602 Lincoln Street. His own plant manufactured the brick
for the construction of this

modern home

in 1905.

He owns another

dwelling house on Spring Street.
Politically Mr. Exner is a republican, is a member of the Presbyterian Church, and fraternally is
affiliated with Keystone Lodge No. 102, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons at Coffeyville, Coffeyville

Royal Arch Masons, Lochinvar
Knights Templar, and Little
Rock Consistory No. 1 of the Scottish Rite. He is
a member of the Chamber of Commerce, and belongs to the Good Fellowship Club at Coffeyville.
On January 29, 18S4, Mr. Exner was married at
Fairhaven, New York, to Miss Nannie R. Worden,
of Spring Lake, New York. To their marriage were
born three children. Blanche Estelle, born August
7, 18SS, is the wife of Ben H. Morgan, a salesman
for the Rea-Patterson Milling Company, with Coffevville and Independence as his territorv, and thev
reside at 610 West Fifth Street in Coffeyville. Maitie
Evangeline was born April 20, 1899, and is now a
senior in the Coffeyville High School. Louise Evelyn
was born November 24, 1902, and is in the freshman
Chapter No.

89,

Commandery No.

52,

class of the Coffevville

High School.
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John H. Crider. A continuous practice as a member of the Fort Scott bar since 1882 gives John H.
Crider a distinction not only as one of the oldest
members of the local bar, but also as one of the
most successful. From the first Mr. Crider has looked
upon the law not so much as a vocation as a profession requiring all the loyalty and service of his
nature and througliout has kept his work in full
accord with the high standards and dignity of his
vocation.
It may be a matter of interest to recall
that Hr. Crider "earned his first fee of $100 from
Hon. Eugene 'Ware, "Ironquill," this amount being
paid him for his services as referee in proceedings
in aid of an execution.
Mr. Crider was born in Lancaster, Ohio, March 2,
1859, son of Dr. Henry L. and Sarah Ann (Weisz)

The founder of the Crider family in the
Crider.
United States was .Tacob Crider, who was born in
Germany in 1768, and was an early settler in Fairfield County, Ohio, where he followed farming until
He was the great-grandfather of
his death in 1824.
the Fort Scott attorney. His wife, Barbara Weaver,
was also born in Germany and died in Fairfield County,
Ohio, in 1844.
Jacob Crider, grandfather of John H., was born
in Fairfield County, Ohio, February 12, 1807, and
His wife, Elizabeth, died in
died there in 1868.
Fairfield County in 1862.
Dr. Henry L." Crider, who was born near Lancaster,
Ohio, in 1827 and was reared on a farm near that
He was a physician but
town, died there in 1896.
spent most of liis career in the practice of dentistry.

He' married Sarah Ann "Weisz, who was born June
She died in
1826, and died October 7, 1897.
.^0,
She was a
the same house in which she was born.
daughter of Rev. George and Catherine (Shuman)
"Weisz.
Kev. George Weisz was born .Tune 21, 1793,
and died in Ijancaster, Ohio, March 10, IS.'JO. His
wife, Catherine, was born May 16, 1799, and died
The Weisz family
in Lancaster March 30, 1868.
was a large and prominent one in that section of
Ohio, and Rev. George Weisz was a minister of the
German Reformed Church. Catherine Shumau was
a daughter of John Shuman, who was a son of George
Shuman, who, with his first wife and first born son,
Michael, came from Germany about 1760 and settled
on a farm on Turkey Hill in M.anor Township in
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. They reared a famMichael Shuman, who was born
ily of fivfe sons:
in Wucrtcmberg, Germany: John, Henry, Adam and
Andrew, Viorn in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
were the names of these sons. George Shuman, their
father, married a Manning. Her brother, John Manning, was also a settler on Turkey Hill, and .John
Manning's wife was a sister of George Shuman.
.John Manning and George Shuman were thus brothers-in-law in a double sense and their wives were
The Slmmans and
sisters-in-law in the same degree.
Mannings reared large families and they were numerously represented in Manor Township of Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania. George Shuman 's second wife
was Catharine PfeifTer, and to this union was born
six children, namely:
Christian, Elizabeth, Jacob,
Mary, Frederick and George, .Tr.
Dr. Henry L. Crider did not enlist in the regular
.army during the Civil war on ai'count of his wife
being an invalid and requiring all his faithful care.
He was an ardent sujiporter of tlie T^nion cause and
organized a com^iany for tlie ex|)ress purpose of cap-

He brought this company
turing General Morgan.
into camp and on account of his enthusiasm was proHowmoted to colonel by Governor Tod of Ohio.

the company never got into active service.
Doctor Crider was a splendid specimen of physical
manliood, was over six feet tall and proportioned
He was an ardent republican. He
accordingly.
and his wife had six children. One of them, William,
died in infancy; Catherine Elizabeth died at the
age of thirteen, and Dr. George S. Crider died in
ever,

Lancaster, Ohio.

The three now

living are:

JohnH.

;

Jacob W., a banker of Charlestown, West Virginia;
and Lida A., widow of Henry Ellsworth Varney.
Mr. Jolin H. Crider received his early education
in tlie public schools of Lancaster, Ohio.
In 1880
he graduated in the scientific course from Heidelberg
College at Tiffin, Ohio. His law studies were pursued
at Lancaster under Col. .John M. Council, who had
served as colonel in the Seventeenth Ohio Regiment
in the Civil war, and was a brother-in-law of Gen.
Thomas Ewing, who subsequently became chief ,iustice
of the Supreme Court of the State of Kansas.
Admitted to the bar in 1882, Mr. Crider at once
came to Fort Scott and began the practice which
has kejit his time and energies engaged now for almost
For two years he was a partner
thirty-five years.
with H. A. Pritchard under the name Crider &
Pritehard, but aside from that he has always conducted an individual practice.
For six years he held the office of city attorney,
his first term being in 1889-90, and he w.-fs again
In 1904 he was
in the office from 1895 to 1899.
chosen elector at large on the republican ticket for
Kansas, and in 1914 was an unsuccessful candidate for
Congress from his district. He is ,a polished orator
and his services have been in demand in many campaigns. For ten years he has served as grand master
workman for Kansas of the Ancient Order of United
Workmen, his first term being from 1897 to 1901,
He is a
and his second from 1905 to 1911.
Lodge, Cliapter and York Rite Mason, a Knight of
He
Pythias and a Modern Woodmen of America.
of the charter members of the Fort
is also one
Scott Chamlier of Commerce and belongs to the
Knights and Ladies of Security.
On December 19, 1888, near Fort Seneca, Ohio,
Mrs. Crider w.as
he married Miss Ida A. Abbott.
born in Seneca County, Ohio, daughter of Francis E.
and Melissa (Ingraham) Abbott. She is a descendant of the- old and prominent Massachusetts family
of Abbotts, and through that lineage has membership
She
in the Daugliters of the American Revolution.
Mr. and
is a member of the Presbyterian Church.
Mrs. Crider have six children, three of whom are
One died in infancy, Robert W. died at
deceased.
the age of three years, and Ida Loiiise at the age of
All the children were horn at Fort Scott.
sixteen.
Frances Eugenia is the wife of Thomas W. Moreland
John M. Crider and Marian Abbott
of Fort Scott.
Crider are both graduates of the Fort Scott High
School.

WILLI.\^r

Henry Francis.

Among

the

men

fore-

Montgomery County identified with industrial
enterprises, those who have become widely known by

most

in

reason of the magnitude of their operations and the
extent of their trade connections, few are better
knomi than is William Henry Francis, superintendent
and manager of the Coffeyville Vitrified Brick and
Tile Company's plants at Coffeyville, Collinsville,
Cherryvale and Fort Smith. Mr. Francis has spent
his entire career in the business in which he is now
engaged, and is maintaining the prestige in business
circles attained by his honored father, the late George
Francis.
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William H. Francis was born at Danville, Pennsylvania, February 10, 1867, and belongs to a family
which originated in Ireland and was founded at an
early day in Ohio, where the grandfather of Mr.
Francis was born. The grandfather was a brick manufacturer of Pennsylvania and fought as a soldier
during the Civil war. George Francis was bom at

Danville, Pennsylvania, November 30, 1844, and reAs a
ceived his education in the public schools.
young man he became interested in the bricli business,
and continued to engage therein in Pennsylvania until
the latter '80s, when he came to CoffeyviUe, Kansas.
He first started a small dry press brick plant in the
northeast part of the city, where the National Refinery
now stands, and later on built a small hand press
plant on the site now occupied by the big modern
plant of the CoffeyviUe Vitrified Brick and Tile
Company. It was while operating the small hand
press plant that Mr. Francis discovered the shale that
has since helped to make this section famous as a
brick manufacturing center. Up to that time the
shale had been tliought to lie a formation of soapstone, but Mr. Francis conceived,,the idea of burning
some of it as an experiment and' it proved to be one
of tlie finest of brick making shales. The hand plant
at that time was not adequate for the manufacture
of this high quality of brick, and he therefore interested C. M. Ball, W. H. McMahan and George Picker
in the enterprise, the result being the organization
of the CoffeyviUe Vitrified Brick .and Tile Company.
This company installed a modern plant and the manufacture of paving and building brick was carried
on extensively, the business growing to such an extent
that four ve.ars later the capital stock was increased
to $40,000 and the plant of Stich cS: Shnlthis, at
Independence, was taken in by a stock absorption.
The company next built a plant at Cherryvale and
then one at Chanute, but the latter was closed down
a few years ago and a new one opened at Collinsville,
while just before closing down the Independence
plant the company acquired the plant .at Fort Smith,
Arkansas, and all four were operated at the same
time.

George Francis not only enioyed the reputation of
being the discoverer of brick-making shale west of the
Mississippi River, but also of being the first to burn
For
it with natural gas in this part of the country.
years he was general foreman of manufacture for
the company at all its plants and at the time of his
death held the position of vice president of the
company. Necessarily his duties were arduous and
heavy, but he found time for many charities and was
an ardent church worker. He was kind and sympathetic with the army of men that worked under
him and enjoyed their warmest affection at all times.
He was a loyal s\ipporter of the First Methodist
Church of CoffeyviUe and was largely responsible for
the building of the present handsome edifice of that
denomination. Quiet and unassuming, he was a man
not of words but of actions, and his true worth was
known only to those who knew him best. Mr. Fr.ancis
was a republican in politics, but his inclinations did
not run toward a. political life. For a period of
fourteen years he was president of the Young Men's
Christian Association at CoffeyviUe. At the time of
his death, which occurred May 18, 1915, he was the
owner of his own fine brick residence at No. .312 West
Tenth Street, as well as another residence on South
Willow Street, and had large oil interests in Kansas.
Mr. Francis was married in 1866, in Danville, Pennsylvania, to Miss Ella Ethlyn, who died in 1900, at
CoffeyviUe, and they had three sons: WiUiam Henry,
of this notice; Charles, who is general manager of the
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Francis Brick

Company of Muskogee and Boynton,
Oklahoma and Harry, also connected with the Francis
interests at Boynton, and a brick manufacturer. Mr.
Francis was again married in October, 1904, to Miss
Nettie (Irwin) Stamper, who survives him.
William Henry Francis received his education in the
public schools of Everett, Pennsylvania, where he was
;

gTaduated from the high school

in

1886.

He

then

became interested in the brick business at Everett,
where he remained with his father until 1887, at that
time coming to CoffeyviUe, where he assisted his father
in the organization of the CoffeyviUe Vitrified Brick
and Tile Company. Since his father's death he has

succeeded him as superintendent and manager of the
CoffeyviUe, Collinsville and Cherryvale plants, with
headquarters at the latter place, where is also his
residence, at No. 510 East Fifth Street. Mr. Francis
has inherited many of his father's sterling qualities
anil is rapidly making his name as well known in
brick manufacturing circles as was the elder man's.
His associates place the greatest faith in his knowledge, ability and judgment and his efforts are doing
mucli to advance the business of the company. Mr.
Francis has other business interests and holdings and
his real estate properties include a residence at No.
51.3 Fifth Street.
Politically, Mr. Francis is a republican, although,
He
like his father, he lias never sought public honors.
is well known and popular in fraternal circles, and
holds membership in Cherryvale Lodge, No. 137,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Cherryvale
Chapter, No. 86, Royal Arch Masons; and Saint
Bernard Commandery,' No. 10, Knights Templar, of

Independence; Cherryvale Camp, No. 142, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; and Jayhawker Camp,
No. 913, Modern Woodmen of America, Cherryvale.
He is likewise an active worker in the Commercial
Club and gives his stanch support to all measures
calculated to benefit Clierryvale or its citizens.
Mr. Francis was married in 1891 at CoffeyviUe,
to Miss Julia A. Skinner, daughter of James Skinner, who is engaged in the draying business at
CoffeyviUe, and to this union there have been born
children as follows: Chester, who resides at Cherryvale and is the proprietor of an automobile garage;
Mildred, who li%'es with her parents, a graduate of
the Cherrvale High School; Connett, who assists in
the Cherryvale plant of the company of which his
father is superintendent; Helen, a graduate of the
Cherryvale High School, class of 1916, and now
residing with her parents; Georgia, who attends the
higli school as a member of the junior class; and
Wilma and Robert, who are students of the graded
schools.

In no state in the Union, perJ. W.\LTEK Cl.vrk.
haps, have the public schools in recent years been
given more careful consideration than in Kansas, and
this is evidenced by the fact that school boards aU
over are insisting on higher qualifications and efficiThey demand teachers not
ency than ever before.
only of scholarship, but of high moral character, of
equable temperament and conventional deportment,
rightly contending that these instructors have lasting
influence on the youth that is entrusted to them at
the most impressionable age. Well qualified in every
way is Prof. J. Walter Clark, who, for the past two
years, has been superintendent of the schools of
Buffalo, Kansas.
Entering the teacher's profession
wlien liut sixteen years of .age, he has continued in the
educational field because he loves the work. No effort
has been too great when it has enabled him to add
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to his store of knowledge, and, although yet a young
man, he has many university honors to his credit,
and prior to coming to Buffalo, had already admirably lillcd educational positions of responsibility.
J. Walter Clark was born Xovember 6, 1888, at
Piedmont, Wavne County, Missouri. His parents are
D. M. and Charity L. (Chilton) Clark.
The early
ancestors came to Virginia, in colonial times, from
England, moving later into Kentucky and still later
This name is honorably borne
to eastern Missouri.
in many sections of the country at the present time
in business, professional and public life.
D. M. Clark, father of Professor Clark, was born
at Brunot, Wayne County, Missouri, in 1862, and was
reared and educated there and later became a farmer
and stockman in Wayne County. In 1912 he located
at Benedict, in AVilson County, Kansas, subsequently
removing to Scott City, where he yet resides and
continues to bo interested in farming and stock. He
'

was quite prominent in politics in Wayne County,
serving for a time as county clerk and also was a
member of the state legislature representing Wayne
County, elected on the democratic ticket. He married
Charity L. Chilton, wlio was born at Brunot, Missouri, in 1868, and six children were born to thom,
as follows
Cleveland, who is his father 's partner
in business; H. L., who is a farmer and also a real
estate agent at Chaonia, Missouri; J. Walter, of
Buffalo, Kansas; Samantha R., who is the wife of
T. R. Wilkinson, a farmer near Piedmont, Missouri;
D. W., who is a farmer residing at Anahuac, Texas;
and Myra, who resides with her parents and at
present is interested in her studies, taking postgraduate work in the high school at Scott City.
J. Walter Clark attended the public schools at
Piedmont, Missouri, until he was graduated from the
high school in 1905, and in 1908 he was graduated
from the Normal school at Cape Girardeau. La^er
he attended summer courses in the following educatwo summers in the University
tional institutions:
of Colorado; one summer in the University of California, and one summer in the University of Michigan at -\nn Arbor.
In the meanwhile Professor Clark hiad been devoting himself to the cause of education as a teacher,
almost without cessation from his sixteenth year.
Before coming to Kansas in 1911, he had taught
school for five years in Missouri, for one year in
Oklahoma, and one year in Arkansas, and afterward,
for throe years he was superintendent of schools at
Benedict, Kansas. He built up a fine school system
there and made hosts of professional and personal
friends.
The only political office he has served in
was that of deputy county clerk under his father in
Wayne County, Missouri.
Professor Clark was married in 1915, at Lindsborg,
in McPhcrson County, Kansas, to Miss Julia G. Fordice, who is a daughter of W. S. and Julia (Stover)
The father of Mrs. Clark is a retired
Fordice.
farmer and he and wife live at Lindsborg. Since he
was twelve years old. Professor Clark has been a
member of the Baptist church and as teacher of the
men's class in the Sunday school, at Buffalo, he
proves that he is versatile enough to instruct and
interest those of mature years as successfully as he
has directed youth for so long a time. Earnest, alert
and enthusia.stic in his professional work, he is also
pleasant and companionable with all with whom he
is associated in other ways.
:

Capt. David Stewaet Elliott. For more than
half a century the name Elliott has been one of im-

portant associations with Kansas history. The quality
of public service has distinguished the famUy in all
generations. The first of the name in Kansas was a
Pennsylvania soldier, also named David Stewart Elliott, wlio was killed by Quantrell 's band of raiders
during the Civil war. The late Capt. David Stewart
Elliott of Coffeyville, long known as a lawyer, editor,
fraternal organizer, and soldier, also pave up his life
as a sacrifice to the country during the Philippine war.
Several of the children of the late Captain Elliott are
filling worthy places in their respective spheres, including his daughter, Miss Leila C. Elliott, who is now
citv treasurer of Coffevville.
David Stewart Ellio'tt, father of the late Captain
Elliott, was born at Lewistown, Pemisylvania, was
reared and educated and married in that state, and
was an editor by profession. He served as a soldier
in the Mexican war; and though quite an old man at
the time he enlisted in 1861 in a Pennsylvania regiment of infantry. He was in the service in Kansas,
and his company was on its way to Fort Smith to
assist in repelling the Price invasion of Missouri and
Kansas when he was killed by Quantrell 's men at
Baxter Springs. This was in 1864. He and others
of the command were captured by the Quantrell raidThis
all shot.
ers, were lined up against the wall and
Pennsylvania soldier whose record deserves special
mention in any history of Kansas had only one child,
The mother
the late Capt. David Stewart Elliott.
of Captain Elliott was born at Everett, Pennsylvania,
in 1822 and died at Coffeyville in 1892.
At Everett, Pennsylvania, Capt. David Stewart

Wlien about
Elliott was born December 23, 184.3.
fifteen years of age he entered a newspaper office
to learn" the printing trade and in April, 1861, enlisted
in Company G of the Tliirteenth Pennsylvania VolunThat was a three months' regiment,
teer Infantry.
and at the end of his term he re-enlisted in Company
of the Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and
was with that command for more than three years.
In 1868 he became editor of the Bedford County
Press at Everett, Pennsvlvania, and continued in that
On February 9, 1869, he was
capacity until 1873.
admitted to the bar of Bedford County, but after
his work as editor
practicing a few years resumed
and was editor of the Everett Press from 1881 to

E

1885.

In May, 1885, Captain Elliott became a member
of the Montgomery County Bar, locating at Coffeythe call to his old profession
ville, nut soon answered
as a newspaper man and from June 5, 1885, to September 1, 1897, edited the Coffeyville Weekly Journal.
Early in 1892 he established the Daily Journal,
and was also its editor until 1897.
In Mav, 1S98, the Twentieth Kansas Regiment was
enlisted for the Spanish-American war, and Company
consisting for the
G was recruited at
Independence,

most part of Montgomery County boys. The officers
of the companv were: D. Stewart Elliott, captain:
H. A. Scott of Svcamore, first lieutenant; and William
A. McTaggart, "son of Senator McTaggart, second
lieutenant.

.

As everv Kansan knows, the Twentieth Kansas
made its record of achievement in the Philippines.

as a military
Capt.ain Elliott, whose qualifications
leader were enhanced bv his previous service in the
Civil war, went with the regiment to the Philippines
line of duty at Calocan,
early in 1899, and while in
on February 28, 1899, was shot
,iust north of Manila,
a Filipino sharpshooter .ind died a few hours

by

later.

His remains were brought home and on April
were laid to rest at Coffeyville with military

14, 1899,

'^^iAyuayA^^a^.oit,
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honors.

He had

seventeen,

entered the Civil war at the age of

and he

ivas

in

his fifty-sixth year

when

liim in the Far East.
Something of Captain Elliott's talents and characteristics can be learned by a brief quotation from
After locatan old history of Montgomery County
ing in the county Captain Elliott devoted only a porHis tastes
tion of his time to tha practice of law.

death came to

' '

:

led to the formation of his fellow men into associations, political parties and other organizations, and
the promulgation and advocacy of their principles,
rather than to the irksome and methodical work demanded in the practice of law. For this work of his
choice he was by nature admirably equipped. He was
a fluent and pleasant speaker and at once took a
leading part in meetings to effect such organizations,
As a writer he was
or to advocate their tenets.
terse, graceful and effective, and as a soldier enthusiastic and courageous. During his residence in CofEeyville Captain Elliott was its attorney for one or more
terms and a member one term of the lower house of
the Kansas Legislature, where he was at once a

conspicuous member. At his death he was a member
of sixteen lodges. '
Captain Elliott was a republican, and was filling the
office of city clerk at Coffeyville at the time he resigned to enlist for service in the Spanish- American
war. As an active member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church he served as president of the Epworth League
and superintendent of the Sunday school, and held
all the lay offices in the church.
Among the fraternities of which he was an influential member were the
following: Keystone Lodge No. 102, Ancient Free
'

and Accepted Masons; Coffeyville Chapter No. 89,
Eoyal Arch Masons; St. Bernard's Commandery No.
10, Knight Templars, at Independence; with the Scottish Rite bodies of

Masonry

;

Coffeyville

Lodge of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Camp No. 665,
Modern Woodmen of America; Woodmen of the
World; Select Friends; Knights and Ladies of Security; Knights of Pythias; Lodge No. 279, Ancient
Order of United Workmen; Post No. 90, Grand Army
of the Republic; also the organization of Sons of
Veterans.

Captain Elliott married Miss Clara Barndollar, who
She
living at Coffeyville with her children.
was born at Everett, Bedford County, Pennsylvania,
September 24, 1846, and represents an old American
is still

family. One of her ancestors was John Williams, who
served as a private under Capt. David Hendershot
in the First Battalion of Bedford County during the
Revolutionary war. Another of her revolutionary ancestors was Capt. Richard Dunlap, who was captain
of the Bedford Company in the First Battalion of
Militia commanded by Col. William Parker, Captain Dunlap was killed while fighting at Frankstown,
Another ancestral
Pennsylvania, on .Tune 3, 1781.
connection of interest was Capt. James Martin.
He married Sarah Thomas, the great-grandmother of
Mrs. Captain Elliott, and they were married at the
home of Ben.iamin Franklin on October 19, 1759.
Captain Martin was a first lieutenant and afterwards
promoted to captain of a company from Pennsylvania
in the Revolution.
A brief record of the children of the late Capt.
David S. Elliott and wife is as follows John B., who
was a member of his father's company and who is
now superintendent of the Pullman Company at Kansas City, Missouri; Miss Leila C; Irene, who lives at
who enCoffeyville with her mother; James Russell,
listed in his father's company at the age of fifteen,
:

and was the youngest soldier

in the

American army

1965

during the Spanish- American war; Grace, at home
with her mother; and David S., Jr., who was educated
at Baker University and is the republican nominee
for county clerk of Montgomery County.
Miss Leila C. Elliott, now city treasurer of Coffeyville, was born at Everett, Pennsylvania, but was
She possesses
reared and educated at Coffeyville.
unusual business ability and efficiency in the routine
and detail management of public offices, and for a
time was deputy city clerk and afterwards was elected
and served as city clerk for three years. In 1913 she
became city treasurer, and is giving a most excellent
administration of that important office. Miss Elliott
is a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, and is active in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Charles W. Kent of

Coffeyville is a veteran newsof Kansas. His has been an interesting
served as a boy soldier in the Union
past.
army, and several of his brothers also bore arms for
the Stars and Stripes. In a half century of active
experience he has largely been identified with the
newspaper business, and has been in Southern Kansas about a quarter of a century.
On July 7, 1893, he established and brought out
the Gate City Independent, the forerunner of the
present weekly Independent. For a number of years
Coffeyville was familiarly known as the Gate City,
since it was in fact the gateway leading from KanSince its establishsas into old Indian Territory.
ment Mr. Kent has been sole owner and editor of this
old and influential newspaper. He now has a modern plant and equipment at 208 East Ninth Street.
He also owns the building from which the paper is
Starting out with a weekly issue, six
published.

paper

man
He

months

later

Mr. Kent changed

it

to a semi-weekly

paper, and six months later still he made it a daily
and semi-weekly. Since the Spanish-American war
the daily has been discontinued and in 1908 he abandoned tiie semi-weekly edition. It is now a weekly,
and this change was made largely to adapt the
paper to the needs and demands of the farming

community surrounding

Coffeyville.

The Independ-

ent has a splendid country circulation, and goes to
patrons on the farms and in the nearby towns all

over Southeastern Kansas and Northern Oklahoma.

It is essentially a home newspaper and specializes
in news of the farms and in country correspondence.

Another feature is the fashion department maintained by the McCall Company, and this appeals to
Pothe farmers' wives and to women generally.
litically it is an independent republican paper.
Charles W. Kent was born May 1, 1848, in Richland County, Illinois. His ancestors came originally
from England. In fact there were two brothers of
the name who came to this country at the beginning
of English settlement. Mr. Kent 's direct ancestor
came over in the Mayflower, landing at Plymouth
Rock, while the other brother went to Jamestown,
Virginia. John G. Kent, father of the Coffeyville
editor, was born in Ohio in 1808, was reared in that
In 1844
state, and was a cabinet maker by trade.
he moved to Southern Illinois

in

Richland County,

where he followed his trade, and in 1854 located at
He was an
Ciiba, Illinois, where he died in 1862.
old line whig and later a republican, and very active
At one time
in the Methodist Episcopal Church.
he also served in the state militia. John G. Kent
married Margaret Hannah Gardner, who was born
in Ohio in 1812.
She died in St. Louis, Missouri,
Of their children Eliza A., who died in
in 1900.
Canton, Illinois, married Hiram Myers, a farmer.
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who

is

also deceased.

The son John

F.,

who

died at

Canton, Illinois, saw three years of active service
in an Illinois regiment during the Civil war, was
taken prisoner on April 6, lxG2, at the battle of
Shiloli, was sent to the Confederate prisons in Belle
Isle and at Cahaba, Alabama, being paroled after a
year, and linally rejoining his regiment; by trade
he was a carpenter. David was also a soldier and
was killed the morning of the first dav of the great
battle of Shiloh on April 6, 1862, and his brothers
John F. and Elmer were taken prisoners while carrying him off the field. Next in age after David
were Elmer O. and Charles W. Sarah first married
James Barricklow, who was a merchant in Coffeyvillc, Kansas, at the time of his death, and she is
now the wife of William Bowers, an electrician living at Davonjiort, Iowa.
Charles W. Kent received most of his early training in the public schools of Cuba, Illinois. When
about sixteen years of age on May 4, 1864, he enlisted in

Company D

of the

One Hundred and Thirty-

seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry.

He

re-enlisted

February 11, 1865, in Company B of the One Hundred and Fifty-first Hlinois Infantry, and was finally
mustered out January 24, 1866. In a fight at Memphis, Tennessee, August 21, 1864, he was wounded,
was taken jirisoner, but was recaptured the same
night by his own company. His wound kept him in
the hospital until the term of his regiment expired
and on his second enlistment he was detailed as Eight
General Guide of the First Brigade, Second Sejiarate
Division, Army of Georgia. The rest of the time he
carried a United States flag. From Xashville, Tennessee, to Atlanta, he was in the great campaign
leading up to the fall of the latter city, was then
on Sherman's march to the sea, and was then assigned to duty with his regiment at Columbus,
Georgia, to relieve another regiment which had been
sent to the frontier on account of Indian troubles.
During the last months of his service he was chiefly
He was
engaged in keeping down the guerrillas.
finally mustered out at CQlumbus, Georgia.
After the war returning to Canton, Illinois, he was
soon working at the printing trade in an office there,
and that exj)erience proved valuable not only in
giving him a substantial trade but also in enabling
him to complete an education which had been necesFrom Illinois he
sarily neglected during the war.
went south and conducted a republican newspaper at
Columbia, Tennessee, during the years of 1876-77.
On his return to Canton he was in the newspaper
business a year, and then was traveling representative for the Illinois Transcript of Peoria.

Coming

to

Kansas

in 1887,

Mr. Kent was

first lo-

cated at CofTeyville for a year, and the following
three years were spent in Eureka Springs, Kansas,
on account of his ill health. For a time he w-as engaged in the insurance business at Coffeyville until
he established his present paper in 1893.
Politically Mr. Kent is a republican, and is an
active supporter of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
lie has held all the oflfices and is past commander
of Post No. SO, Grand Army of the Republic at Coffeyville, and also belongs to Gate City Homestead
No. 104, the second largest lodge in the Order of

Homesteaders.
In isen at Laclede, Missouri, Mr. Kent married
Mary (Eastwood) Brickel, whose first husband
was killed by the bushwackers during the Civil war.
Mr. Kent has three children by tliis union: Leon
Ulysses, who is a cigar manufacturer at Elmwood,
Illinois; Henry Elmer, a professional musician whose

Mrs.

homo is in Indiana but who also travels as his profession demands; Lilly May, wife of G. Epley, proprietor of a restaurant at Elmwood, Illinois. At Independence, Kansas, in 1889 Mr. Kent married Mrs.
Thomas, who died the following year. In September, ISO.'}, at Coffeyville he married his present
wife, Miss Mary Rout, a daughter of William Rout,
who is a retired resident of Coffeyville. Mr. and Mrs.
Kent have two children:
Harry, who graduated
from the Coffeyville High School with the class of
1916; and Ruth, who completed the eighth grade of
the public schools, took a business course at Musko.lennie

gee,

Oklahoma, and

is

now

living in California.

David Prager. It was the influence of his personality and character as much as his successful business
activities that made David Prager so useful and
valuable a citizen of Fort Scott, where he resided
for over forty years. His career illustrates the fact
that the successful man is not necessarily the selfish
man. He did not keep the resources of his heart
nor of his material means to himself, but dispensed
them with free hand among his family, his friends
and the entire community.
He was one of Fort
Scott 's most beloved and best known citizens.

David Prager was born in a village in Bavaria,
Germany, June 7, 18.34. He lived in Kansas from
territorial days until his death at his home, 224 South
Crawford Street, in Fort Scott, November 26, 1911.
His death, due to heart failure, came suddenly, and
though in his seventy-eighth year at the time, it
was a heavy blow to the community.
His early education was acquired in his native
land.
At the age of fifteen he came to the United
States and .ioined an older brother at St. Louis. He
also lived for a few years in Peoria and Alton,
Illinois.
On coming to this country he began an
He finapprenticeship as a jeweler and goldsmith.
ished the apprenticeship at Alton, and in 1858 arrived
at Lawrence, Kansas, then the chief center of the
free state community of Kansas.
He was a prosperous jeweler of Lawrence when Quantrell made his
famous raid. The Prager store was one of those
looted by the bandit and guerilla, and the entire
That his
stock, valued at $4,000, was carried away.
life was not taken always remained a circumstance
considered miraculous by Mr. Prager. The raiders at
first proceeded to his home, and from there marched
to the store.
Mrs. Prager, then a young wife, never
expected to see him again. He himself had a premonition that his life would be spared, and tol(i her he
would soon return.
He was made to inilock bis
He
store, and was then told to get home quickly.
lost no time in obeying this order, and thus his only
loss w.-js his stock of jewelry.
Some years later the
state reimbursed him to the extent of $1,800.
After the Lawrence raid he soon removed to Leavenworth, and for a few years was in the hardware
business in that city.
David Prager came to Fort
Scott in 1869.
He opened in that year the jewelry
store which he conducted until the time of his death,
though for several years he h»d been practically
retired, two of his sons having assumed the main
responsibilities of the business.
AH the kind words and tributes spoken of him at
the time of his death were more than justified.
He
had hundreds of friends, and all knew him to be a
man of worth and integrity. Those closely associated
with him, either socially or in business affairs, during
the forty-two years he lived in Fort Scott, held for
him the highest respect and esteem, and it is probable that he had not a single personal enemy.
De-
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to

family and friends, he had that cheerful
made him not

disposition and" jovial good will which
tonic to all
only a practical friend but a spiritual
who came within the boundaries of his influence.
He lived a long life, and this was due to the fact that
he was even tempered, had clean standards, and

of
possessed an almost perfect poise

mind and body.

always young in spirit, even after years
His
accumulated a heavy load upon his shoulders.
youthfulness was not a pose, but a direct outflowing
He spent
of an eternal spring deep in his nature.
much of his time with younger people. All the boys
on the street esteemed it an honor to be his friend.
He had a kindly word, a jest or a token of sympathy
His generosity was not contined to words
for all.
Some years ago, it is recalled, he learned that
alone.
a young friend, in whom he took a special interest
and whom he had assisted previously, was in a tangle
of financial difficulties. He tame to his aid, and it
was assistance well bestowed, and by his act the
young man was permanently set on his feet, and he
afterward repaid every cent Mr. Pregar had advanced

He was

He was not the type of man to make moneyHe enjoyed the prosjierity
getting an end in itself.
that came to him, and lived comfortably, and beyond
In many ways he exthat he asked nothing more.
emplified that spirit of service to his family and
fellowmen which must always be placed in the scale
him.

above mere riches.
David Prager was long affiliated with the Masonic
order, and at the time of his death was one of the
four surviving charter members of the Eastern Star
Lodge of Port Scott, which had been organized
years previously.
In a business way Mr. Prager built up the finest
He was
jewelry store in his section of the state.
also one of the men who helped to make Fort Scott
a city.
During the great era of prosperity in the
early '80s, he and J. E. Westervelt and N. Greenfield built in 1883 the Union Block, and since its
completion the Prager jewelry store has been a
About the same
constant tenant of the building.
time Mr. Prager put up the fine residence on South
Crawford Street, where he lived until his death. For
over fifteen years he was a member of the public
library board.
At Lawrence, Kansas, September .30, 18.59, he marMrs. Prager
ried Miss Hattie Briggs, of that city.
died in 1906.
She became the mother of eight children, and all these are still living.
Minnie Prager, the oldest of the family, is now
the wife of L. A. Eucker of Coffeyville, Kansas.
William Prager, the second child, was born at
Lawrence, December 31, 1862; was educated in the
Fort Scott public schools, and at the age of seventeen
entered his father's store and learned the trade and
He remained with his father
business of jeweler.
until the latter 's death, and in the meantime he and
his brother, Louis, became active partners in the
Irasiness and since their father 's death have succeeded to the old established house. William Prager
is a democrat, but believes that there is good in
both parties, and has often exercised freedom of
choice in the matter of candidates.
He is a thirtythird degree Mason and also a member of the Scottish
Rite, belongs to the Chapter and Mystic Shrine, and
is also a member of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks. On February 24, 1897, at Fort Scott,
he married Miss Lillie Stadden, daughter of Col. Isaac
Stadden, of Fort Scott.
Fannie, the third child, is the widow of W. J.
Smith of Fort Scott. Stella is the wife of Mr. Oscar
tliirty-five

'
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insurance man of Fort Scott.
Nettie married Mr. E. E. Reid of Fort Scott. Louis
Prager has already been referred to as the associate
of his brother, William, in the jewelry business estabRice, the well-known

lished l)y their father.
Walter Prager, also

a merchant at Fort Scott,
married Miss Helen Kishler, who was born in Kansas
City, Missouri, daughter of Samuel P. and Jane
(Templeton) Kishler, now residents of Cliicago. One
son was born to their union, Samuel Kishler Prager,
on March .31, 1916. Walter Prager is a member of
the Masonic order and the Elks.
Catherine Prager is the wife of E. Clifford Gordon
of Fort Scott, and they have two sons, David Prager
Gordon and E. Clifford Gordon, Jr.

Frank Makios Harr is city engineer of Parsons.
He is a competent and thoroughly versed man in his
and he trained himself for that career.
His Harr ancestors came from Germany and settled in New York State in colonial times. His paternal grandfather, John M. Harr, was born in Ohio
in 1820, spent his life as a farmer and died in Van
Wert County of the Buckeye State in 1897. He
was an active republican in politics. Of his children
four are now deceased, and those still living, the
uncles and aunts of Frank M. Harr, are: Corwin, a
farmer in Van Wert County, Ohio Demie, wife of
Ben Britson, a retired farmer of Van Wert County;
Abe, who lives retired in Woodward County, Oklahoma Ad, a carpenter in Van Wert, Ohio John
M., engaged in the furniture business at Springfield, Missouri; Mary, wife of E. H. Snyder, a clothing merchant at Convoy, Ohio; Emma, wife of
Burt Stewart, a retired farmer in Van Wert County;
and P. A., a hardware merchant at Aurora,
profession,

;

;

;

Missouri.

U.

S.

Harr, father of the Parsons city engineer,

was born in Van Wert County, Ohio, November 13,
His
18.56, and died at Parsons, December 11, 1913.
early life was spent, in Van Wert County, and in
1880 he moved to Parsons and was married there.
He was for thirty-three years in the employ of the
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway as bridge and
An active republican, he was
building foreman.
also a prominent fraternal man and was affiliated
with Parsons Lodge, No. 117, Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons, Parsons Chapter, No. 39, Royal
Arch Masons, Coeur de Leon Commandery, Knights
Templar, Fort Scott Consistory, No. 4, of the Scottish Rite, and also belonged to Parsons Lodge,
No. 1, of the Ancient Order of United Workmen.
U. S. Harr married Belle M. Waters. She was born
in Champaign County, Illinois, March 11, 1861, and
is still living at Parsons, where she married Mr.
C. A., a rodman at ParHarr.
Her children are
Ethel Maude, wife of Fred Jarrell,
sons; Frank M.
a machinist at Osage Junction, Oklahoma; and Reba
:

;

Kathleen, wife of W. H. Franklin, a railway brakeman living at Parsons.
Frank Marion Harr was born at Parsons, November 9, 1887, and has spent practically his entire life
He attended the
within the limits of that city.
public schools, including the high school, but left
his books and studies at the age of eighteen to take
Mr. Harr
up the practical duties of the world.
began as driver of a delivery wagon, and followed
In 1907 at
various occupations for several years.
the age of twenty he secured liis first experience in
engineering as a rodman, and by the competency
displayed and the faithfulness to the discharge of
everv duty was advanced from one grade of the
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who

service to another until he became assistant engineer
for Parsons in 1909, ami on April 17, 1916, was
appointed to liis present post as city engineer.
Mr. Harr in this cajiacity has charge of all the
His
important details of munici))al improvement.
offices are in the courthouse.

resides in Woodson County and is a farmer
Calvin Arthur; Audrey, who is the wife of John
Harris, an oil tank builder of Oilton, Oklahoma:
Omar, who is engaged in farming in Woodson County,
Kansas; Orian, also an agriculturist there; Louis,
who likewise follows the vocation of farming in

He is a democrat, is affiliated with Parsons Lodge,
No. 117, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Parsons Lodge, No. 1, Ancient Order United Workmen,
and his home is at 1327 Chess Street. On April 9,
1911, at Parsons he married Miss Kathryn Dempsey,
daughter of E. H. and Mary Dempsey of Fairlield,

Woodson County

Her father is associated with The Cable
Lumber Company. Mr. and Mrs. Harr have two
children: Eeba La Vaun, born March 25, 1912; and
Iowa.

Frank Emert, born February

7,

1914.

Calvin Akthub Davis. The superintendent
Cudahy Hcfining Company at Chanute, Kansas,
Arthur Davis,
state

is

of the
Calvin

one of the sons of the Sundower

his own "way to position and
jiroduct of the farm, when he
his career his equipment consisted of

who has worked

independence.
started

upon

A

ambition, determination and good common sense, and
these qualities he directed so well that lie soon became
recognized as a man from whom largo things could
be expected. Promotion naturally followed, and his
career has since been one of constant advancement.
Mr. Davis was born on a farm south of Fort Scott,

Bourbon County, Kansas, August 24, 1880, and is
a son of Calvin and Hattie H. (Peterson) Davis.
The family came originally from Wales and settled
in Virginia, during the Colonial era, later branching
out to Kentucky and other southern states. Luther
Davis the grandfather of Calvin A., was born in 181.5,
in Kentucky, and prior to the Civil war was a planter
and slaveholder near the city of Lexington. From
Kentucky he went to Cumberland County, Illinois,
where he farmed until the spring of 1877, at that time
coming to Kansas and homesteading a tract of 160
acres of land in Butlor County.
There he passed
the remaining years of his life in agricultural operations, becoming one of the sulistantial and highly
His death
respected citizens of his community.
occurred on his farm, in 18B5.
Calvin Davis, father of Calvin A., was born on his
father's farm near Lexington, Kentucky, and was
educated in the public schools of Cumberland County,
Illinois, to which locality he was taken by his parents
when a lad of seven years. He was reared as an
agriculturist and followed that vocation in Illinois
until the spring of 1878, when he came to Butler
County, Kansas, as a pioneer, and homcsteaded 160
acres of land near Eldorado. He remained there for
only two years, however, and in the spring of 1880
took up his residence in Bourbon County, near Fort
Scott, where he bought a partly-improved property.
This he farmed until 1883, when he made another
move, this time locating in Woodson, near Toronto,
where he has a well-cultivated tract of eighty acres.
Mr. Davis is still actively engaged in farming and
stockraising and is known as a practical and progressive farmer and as a citizen who takes an
interest in the community welfare and assists in
beneficial movements.
He is a democrat, but has not
held office, and his fraternal affiliation is with the
Modern Woodmen of America. He has held a number
of lay offices in the Christian church, of which ho
has been a member since youth.
Mr. Davis was
married in Cumberland County, Illinois, to Miss Hattie H. Peterson, who was born in that county in 1852,
and they have had the following children: Luther,

in

:

;

and Mabel and Caroline, who reside

near Toronto with their parents.
Calvin Arthur Davis received only ordinary educational advantages in the public .schools of Woodson
Countj-, where he completed the eighth grade course.
However, he has made the most of his opportunities,
and through observation and reading has made himself a well educated man.
He was reared amid agricultural surroundings, remaining on the home farm
until he was twenty-two year^ of age, but did not
care for the life of a farmer and, accordingly, in
1902, came to Chanute, where he accepted a minor
position with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Bailroad.
During the three years that he was identified
with this line he was i)romoted several times, and in
1905 left the cmiiloy of the railroad to enter the
service of the Kansas Oil Kefining Company, with
which he remained two years, gaining a good working knowledge of the refining business. In 1907 he
entered the employ of the Chanute Kefining Company,
and steadily worked his way U]iward to the position
of superintendent, which office he has held since May.
The plant was purchased by the Sinclair Oil
1914.
Refining Company, in .June, 1916, and the name
changed to the Cudahy Kefining Company, Mr. Davis
being retained in the capacity of superintendent, a
position for wliich he is singularly fitted by training
and experience. The plant of this concern is situated
one and one-half miles south of Chanute, and has a
daily capacity of 2.700 barrels, oil coming from the
Oklahoma fields. Mr. Davis is the owner of his own
residence, at No. 1302 South Forest .\ venue, Chanute,
and a valuable farm of eighty acres four miles south
In politics he is a democrat, but has
of Chanute.
found his time occupied with his business to aji
extent that keeps him from taking more than a good
citizen's interest in ]niblic matters.
affiliated

He

is

fraternally

with Cedar Lodge No. 103, Ancient Free

and Accepted Masons, and Clianute Camp No. 852,
Modern Woodmen of America.
In 1904 Mr. Davis was married at Yates Center.
Kansas, to Miss May Austin, daughter of Steve
and K.achel (Rhoades) Austin. Mr. Austin, who was
a farmer, is now deceased, but the mother still survives and makes her home at Toronto. Mr. and Mrs.
Diivis have two children: Fay, born April 21, 1907,
and Clair, born August 11, 1910.

James L. McCoy has for many years been identified
with the lumber industry both in Kansas and Arkaninterests from his
sas, and manages his .extensive
lidnie and headquarters at Coffeyville.
Nearly all his active career has been spent in the
West and in the early days of Oklahoma he went
there as .a pioneer and opened a farm. James L.
McCoy was born in Atchison County, Missouri,
May 21, 1862. Four generations of the McCoys have
lived in this country, having come originally from
Scotland, and the family were early settlers in the
State of Ohio. Mr. McCoy's grandfather, Andrew
Cartwright, who was born in Maryland and followed
farming in Ohio, was a cousin of Peter Cartwright,
the famous Methodist evangelist of the early days in
Southern Ohio and other states.
William ilcCov, father of James L., was born
in Pike County, Ohio, in 1836, and died at Coffey-

•
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He came out to Kansas and located
at Coffeyville in 1S86, and for many years was in
the general merchandise business with store at the
loruer of Eighth and Walnut streets. He built the
fine business block known as the McCoy or Junction
Building at the corner of Eighth and Walnut streets.
That building is still included in his estate, as are
also two dwelling houses, one at 601 Willow Street
and another at Third and Union streets.
Beared and receiving his early education in Pike
County, Ohio, James L. McCoy came west in 1885,
and in 1887 went to Arkansas, where he engaged in

ville in 1905.

the lumber business a few miles out of Fayetteville
on the Frisco Eailroad, about the time that railroad
was constructed. Some.five years later he went to the
southern part of the state and established his mills
He still owns extensive interests in
in Horatio.
Since
the pine lumber districts of that section.

1906 Mr. McCoy has had his home in Coffeyville,
and has operated extensively as a retail lumber
His yards are on Eighth Street near the
ilealer.
Santa Fe Railroad tracks. Mr. McCoy also has sawmills at Horatio, Arkansas, and another lumber yard
at Angola, Kansas.
He is executor of his father's estate and individually he owns a row of flats on Maple Street, forty
.•icres of farm land east of Coffeyville, and one of
the most attractive modern brick residences in Coffeyville at 410 Elm Street. Mr. McCoy for the past
two j-ears has been a trustee in the Methodist
Kpiscopal Church. He is a democrat, a member of
the Masonic order and belongs to the Lumberman's
Fraternity, the Hoo Hoos.
Mrs. James L. McCoy has for a number of years
been one of the recognized leaders in women's affairs at Coffeyville, and has accomplished a great
deal in making woman's influence eft'ective in behalf
of a cleaner and better city and more wholesome
conditions throughout the community. Mrs. McCoy,
who married Mr. McCoy in 1891, at St. Paul, ArkanShe
sas, was before her marriage Miss Katie Bretz.
is in the flfth generation from her ancestor Bretz
who came from Holland and settled in Penns3'lvania
This ancestor was Philip Bretz,
in colonial times.
who located in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in
Mr. McCoy has a complete and authentic
1765.
record of all the generations subsequent to the Bretz
family on American shores.
Jtrs. McCoy was born at Moccasin, Effingham
County, Illinois, was educated in the public schools
there, was a teacher in the scliools for three years,
and then for two years before her marriage was
connected with the schools at St. Paul, Arkansas,
where she met Mr. McCoy.
Mrs. McCoy is one of the active workers of the
Methodist Episcopal Church at Coffeyville, teaches
a class in the Sunday School and is conference treasurer of the Home Missionary Society., She is a member of Coffeyville Chapter No. 112 of the Order of
the Eastern Star. Her name is especially familiar
She bein connection with woman's club affairs.
longs to the Culture Club, which is affiliated with
the State Federation of Woman 's Clubs, and is a
member of the City Federation of Woman 's Clubs.
Again and again her work and influence have been
helpful in juomoting many movements for the advantage and improvement of her home city.
All this she has accomplished together with the
rearing and training of a large family of promising
children, many of whom are already on their own
responsibilities and making good in the business
world. Mr. and Mrs. McCoy have one grandchild.

The

oldest of their ten children

1969
is

Clarence,

who was

born December 20, 1892, is manager of his father's
sawmill at Horatio, Arkansas, and at Horatio married Ethel Millwee, by whom he has one child, J.
L. McCoy, Jr., born March 9, 1915.
Lawrence, the
second son, was born December 21, 1893, and conducts his father's lumber yard at Angola, Kansas,
he being a graduate of the Coffeyville High School.
Katie Ray was born August 18, 1897, and died December 10, 1902. William was born November 20,
1899, and is a junior in the Coffeyville High School.
Elizabeth was born June 8, 1901, and died in early
Ruth, born August 26, 190.3, is making
infancy.
rapid progress as a scholar and is now in the eighth
grade of the public schools. Esther, born November 18, 1904, is also a remarkably bright child and
is in the eighth grade.
Frank was born October 9,
1906, and George on January 9, 1909, both being
in the grammar schools. Ralph, the youngest, born
November 19, 1912, and died October 3, 1914.
Mrs. McCoy 's father is John Bretz, who was born
at
at

Oliio, June 12, 1836, and is now living
the venerable age of eighty years at Abbott,

Akron;

Arkansas. He grew up and married his first wife
in Ohio, was a farmer for a number of years, moved
to Illinois in 1862, where he followed farming and
the drug business, and in 1887 entered the sawmilling industry in Arkansas, where he is still living,
being now retired. Mr. John Bretz is a democrat,
and has held the various lay offices in the Methodist
Episcopal Church. He is a Royal Arch Mason. His
first wife was Julia Hoffman, and her two children
were: Jennie, the widow of Thomas Kramer, who
was an Illinois farmer and died in 1915; and George,
a farmer at Shields, Kansas. For his second wife
John Bretz married Angeline Mahin, who was born
in Illinois in 1845 and died at Moccasin in that
Her children were:
Sarah and
state in 1879.
Lizzie, both deceased; Mrs. .Tames L. McCoy; Edward, deceased; Bertha, who lives in Louisiana, the
widow of William Shanklin, who was in the mining
business in Missouri associated with his uncle Nathaniel Shanklin, who still lives there; Frank, a
sawmill man at Horatio, Arkansas; and Effie, now
deceased.
John Bretz married for his third wife
Mary Culler, and the only child of that union is
Fannie, who is unmarried and lives at Massillon,
Ohio.
For his present wife John Bretz married
Lizzie Lucas.

William A. Corjiant. During a period covering
more than a half century William A. Cormany has
been a resident of Fort Scott, and in this time has
been closely identified with the agencies that have
made for progress along material, educational and
moral lines. Coming here a veteran of the Civil war,
in 1866, he entered newspaper life as owner of the
Fort Scott Monitor, and since then his activities have
branched out in various avenues of business. He is
one of the few remaining of the early settlers of the
cit}', and looks upon its present prosperity with the
eye of a proprietor.
Mr. Cormany is a son of William and Margaret
(Coldsmith) Cormany, the former of whom was born
in Edinburg, Scotland, in 1810, and the latter iu
William
Pennsylvania, of Dutch descent, in 1813.
Cormany was brought to the United States in 1813,
by his parents, the family settling in Pennsylvania,
where he met and married Margaret Coldsmith, and
in 1840 they started for Ohio iu a covered wagon.
WTien they were twelve miles from tlie little Town
of Lithopolis, Fairfield County, Ohio, the wagon
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broke down, and before the journey could be resumed, the sou, William A., was born, January 27,
1841.
Several weeks later the little party again got
under way and finally reached their destination, at
Lancaster, Ohio, where the father worked at his trade
of harnessmaker and also engaged in the manufacture of black-snake whips, contracted for by the
In 1S62 the family went
iJnited States Government.
to Illinois, and there the mother died in the following year. She really grieved herself to death over
the fact that she could learn nothing as to the fate
of her three sons, George, Jacob and William A., who
served through the Civil war as Union soldiers.
Jacob Cormauy was given a medal of honor for
carrying his wounded captain from the field of batThe father sur\-ived the mother for
tle under fire.
some time, dying in 1880. He had been a soldier
during the Mexican war, while William A. Gorman 's
maternal grandfather was an American soldier during the War of 1812.
William A. Cormany attended the public schools
of Lancaster, Ohio, but never graduated ^herefrom,
the greater part of his education having come from
the school of experience. As a youth he was bound
over to a printer at Lancaster, where he served three
years, during wliich time he received $30 per year
After ten years of service he refor his services.
ceived a diploma, as was the custom of that day,
signifying that he was a full-fledged journeyman
Armed with this, he went to Cincinnati,
printer.
Ohio, but soon found out he had much to learn in
regard to the printing business. His first salary at
Cincinnati was $5 per week, and as his board and

room cost him $4.75 it left the young man little for
himself, but he was persevering and ambitious and
decided to "stick it out."
His persistence was
rewarded, for after several months he was placed
in the showbill department of the Cincinnati Commercial, and there made splendid headway, soon
becoming considered as an expert in the art of showbill printing.
At this time Mr. Cormany 's career
was interrupted by the Civil war. He came of good
fighting stock on both sides of the family, and when
the call came for volunteer.s to defend the Union, he
responded, and April 12, 1861, enlisted in Company
This
D, Sixth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
regiment was one of the first to go into action at the
front and participated in the engagements at Laurel
Hill, Carrick's Ford, Elkwater, Muzo Flats, Shiloh,
Corinth, Perryville and Stone River, at which lastnamed battle Mr. Cormany was captured by the
enemy, and held prisoner for nine months, the last
three months of which time he was incarcerated in
the notorious Libby Prison. That he suffered all the
hardships and privations that were the portion of
captured Union soldiers is shown in the fact that

when captured he weighed 140 pounds, and when
released weighed 89^4 pounds. After his recovery he
fought at Cliickamauga, Brown 's Ferry, Orchard

Knob and Missionary
his

Ridge, and two days before
was mustered out of the service, in
1864, was promoted second lieutenant for con-

regiment

.Tune,

spicuous bravery in leading a charge on Fort Resaca.
When the Sixth Ohio was mustered into the service
it totalled l.Cil men, and when mustered out but 327
of the original muster remained, and this regiment
was the first in point of general health in the entire
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where, on March

1,

he purchased the Monitor.

With

this publication he contiued to be identified for many
years, building it up to be one of the strong and
influential newspapers of the state.
Later various
other business ventures secured the benefit of his
ability and energy, and at the present time he is
one of the best known men in Fort Scott in the fire
insurance field.
It was but natural that a man of
Mr. Germany's ability should be called upon for pub-

and as city councilman, and finance commissioner under the commission form of government,
he accomplished much for the advancement and general good of his adopted city.
Mr. Germany is a
republican, and is affiliated with the Baptist Church.
He belongs to the Grand Army of the Republic, the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the

lic service,

United Commercial Travelers, and is prominent in
Odd Fellowship, being past grand master of the
Grand Lodge of Kansas.
On August 27, 1864, Mr. Cormany was married at
Mount Carroll, Illinois, to Miss Susan Emmert. Mrs.
Cormany 's brother was Hon. D. B. Emmert, who was
elected in the fall of 1869 as state senator of Kansas.
He was a noted man in public life, a brilliant writer,
and a close friend and associate of Hon. Eugene
Ware, eminent Kansas lawyer and poet. Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Cormany: Ora, who
is the wife of Grant FrankcnVmrger, of Cimarron,
New Mexico; Grace, who is the wife of W. B. Shirk,
of Kansas City, Missouri; Charles E., of Milwaukee,
who fought as a soldier during the Spanish- American
war; Ada, who is the wife of C. E. Warner, who was
adjutant of the Twentieth Kansas Regiment under
General Funston, in Cuba, during our late war with
Spain; and W. N. Cormany, of Fort Scott, who is
commercial freight agent of the Missouri Pacific.
Mr. and Mrs. Cormany have fourteen grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.
They celebrated
their Golden Wedding Anniversary in the mountains
,

of

New

Mexico, August 27, 1914.

John McEwen Ames. One of the leading business institutions of Caney, Kansas, is that operating
under the name of Kan-o-Tex Refining Company, an
industry which has contributfed materially to the
im]>ortance of this city as a center of business
The credit for the success of this enterprise
acti\-ity.
is largely due to its president, John McEwen Ames, a
man of broad experience and marked business talents,
who, until coming to Caney in 191,5, had been identified with large business corporations in the East.
Mr. Ames was born in New York City, New York,
February 12, 1867. and is a son of John Hubbard and
Sarah Lucy (Hydel Ames. He belongs to a family
which originally came from England to Weathersfield, Connecticut, during colonial times, and on his
father's side has Revolutionary ancestors, one being
Ithiol Battle, the grandfather of his maternal grandniotlier, who enlisted in the patriot army from Tyringhani, Massachusetts; while another was Josiah Harvey,
a surgeon's mate who enlisted from Connecticut, and
who was the father of Mr. Ames' grandfather's
mother.
Mr. Ames is also directly descended from

Northern army.

is shown in the following
and wife were on the Mayflower, and both died a little after coming ashore.
Their daughter, Elizabeth Tilly, was married in 1620,
when fourteen years of age, to John Howland, aged

At the close of his military service, Mr. Cormany
returned to Cincinnati, but soon became dissatisfied
with his condition and believing that he could better
himself in the West, in 1866 he camp to Fort Scott,

Their
twenty-eight years, also of the Mayflower.
daughter, Hope Howland, of Plymouth, was married
in 1646 to Elder .Tohn Chipman, Boston, 1631: BarnDesire Chipman,
stable, 1649; Sandwich, 1684-1708.

Mayflower ancestors, as

genealogy:

.John Tilly
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daughter of Elder John and Hope (Howland) Chipman, born February 26, 1673-4, died 1705, married
Fohriiarv 2.'!, ]G92. Col. Mclatiali Bourn, of Sandwich,
born 1673, died 1742. Bathsheba Bourn, daughter of
Col. Melatiah and Desire (Chipman) Bourn, born in
1703, married William Ne-svcomb, born in 1702, died
1736. Their daughter, Sarah Newcomb, born in 1729,

Benjamin Fesseuden, born
Lucy Fessenden, daughter of Benjamin and Sarah (Newcomb) Fessenden, born in 1770,
Alv.an Hyde,
died in 1852, married April 2ri, 1793
D. v., born in 1768, died in 1833. Joseph Hyde, son
of Alvan and Lucy (Fessenden) Hyde, married CathSarah L. Hyde, daughter of Joseph
erine McEwen.
and Catherine (McEwen) Hyde, married John H.
Ames, and they became the parents of John McEwen
Ames.
John Hubbard Ames, the father of John McEwen
Ames, was born at Housatonic, Massachusetts, December 27, 1838, his parents being William Henry
Ames of Housatonic and Lucy Bartlett of Lee, Massamarried October

19, 1760,

1729, died 1783.

;

Entering Williams College in 1856, he discontinued his course in 1858 to go abroad in company
with George Fuller, the artist of Deerfield, Massachusetts.
At the outbreak of the Civil war, in 1861,
he applied for examination and was commissioned in
the TJnited States Navy as engineer of the third grade
and assigned to the Connecticut for blockade duty.
His service continued throughout tlie war in this duty,
except for the time during which he, with others, was
detailed by the Government to experiment with superheated steam on boats plying between Baltimore and
Fortress Monroe. At the close of the war he started
on the Minnesota to circle the globe, but the sliij)
broke down and had to return to New York, and
Mr. Ames resigned his commission as past assistant
engineer to become superintendent of the Yale Lock
Company, then located at Shelbourne Falls, MassachuIn 1871 he was superintendent of the Herring
setts.
Safe Company, New York, and in 1872 was made
superintendent of the Grant Locomotive Works, at
Paterson, New Jersey. As representative of this concern he was sent to Odessa to erect a consignment of
locomotives purchased by the Kussian Government, the
The
first ever exported by an American concern.
Grant Company failed while he was abroad and in
1875 he again Ijecame superintendent of the Yale Lock
Company, at that time located at Stamford, Connecticut, which position he held until 1879, when he
was employed by the Northern Paeifie Railroad Company in tiie purchase of rails and locomotives. In
1881 he was made purchasing agent of this company
and was transferred to Saint Paul, Minnesota. Mr.
chusetts.

Ames

from the position in 1890, as his health
was failing, and shortly thereafter moved back to
the East, dying April 14, 1908, at his home at Ware,
Massachusetts. Mr. Ames was a member of the Loyal
Legion. He made the designs for the first government
postoflSce boxes for the Yale Lock Company and
secured a number of patents, among others a steam
retired

separator for boilers, a Yale padlock, a refrigerator,
an automatic brake for railroad cars, a railway signal
apparatus and a pneumatic transmitter for store
service.

At aifton, Staten

Ames was married

December 26, 1861, Mr.
Sarah Lucy Hyde, and they

Island,

to

became the parents of the following children: William Henry, who is connected with the M. B. Farrin
Lumber Company, of Cincinnati, Ohio; Joseph Hyde,
with the American Car and Foundry Company, of
Chicago, Illinois; John McEwen, of this review;
George Fuller, with the freight department of the

New York

1971

Central Railroad, at Rochester,

New

York;

Henry Olmsted, connected with the St. Paul Fire and
Marine Insurance Company, St. Paul, Minnesota;
Lucy Bartlett, who is the wife of Remsen McGinnis,
treasurer of the Holly Sugar Company, of
Denver,
Colorado; and Catherine McEwen and Sarah Hyde,
who
reside
with
their
mother
unmarried,
at Ware,
Massachusetts.

After some preparatory education, John McEwen
entered tlie Shattuck School, at Faribault, Minnesota, from which he was graduated in 1887, following which he pursued a course at Johns Hopkins University, where he secured the degree of Bachelor of
Arts and graduated in the -class of 1890. While at
college he was a member of the Alpha Delta Phi
Greek letter fraternity.
In the spring of 1891 he
started his business experience with the Peninsular
Car Company, as a draughtsman, at Detroit, Michigan,
and with the organizing of the Michigan Peninsular
Car Company, was made chief draughtsman, a position
which he retained from 1894 until 1899. In the latter
year he accepted a position as mechanical engineer of
the American Car and Foundry Company, and went
to New York City, acting in that
capacity until coming to Caney, in October, 1915.
In the meantime, in 1909, he had become president
of the Kan-o-Tex Refining Company, a concern which
had been organized that year for the purpose of refining crude oil from the Kansas and Oklahoma fields.
Jacob Bartles had built the original plant at Caney,
while Bennett & Miller had erected a plant at Longton, Kansas, and the new organization purchased the
two plants, dismantled the one at Longton, and
brought both together at Caney, where the main
offices and plant are now located beside the Santa Fe
Railroad tracks. T)ie company now has machinery of
tlie latest invention and manufacture, and the
capacity
of the plant is 1,000 barrels per day, with the force
working up to capacity output practically all the time.

Ames

The present

president, John
president, Wilbur Munn, of
secretary, Frank Heilig, of
Caney, Kansas; treasurer, Robert R. Cox, of Caney;
superintendent of refineries, E. S. Dorranee, of Caney
superintendent of leases, Clyde M. Boggs, of Bartleslist

of officers includes:

McEwen Ames; vice
Orange, New Jersey;

;

Oklahoma; directors, John McEwen Ames, Wilbur Munn, H. M. De Lanoie of New York City, Frank
Heilig and Robert R. Cox. In addition to being the
directing head of this large and important enterprise,
Mr. Ames has various other interests, being a director
of the American Car and Foundry Export Company
of New York City, and president of the Columbia Bolt
ville,

and Nut Company of Bridgeport, Connecticut. He
has a broad and firmly established reputation as a
mechanical engineer, and has been the patentee of a
number of ingenious inventions. He belongs to the
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, the New
York Railroad Club and the Engineers' Club of New
York City, and to the Alpha Delta Phi Club of New
York City, and the Havana Country Club. Politically,
he is a rc]iublican, and his religious support is given
to the Protestant Episcopal Church, of which he has
long been a member.
On January 5, 1907, Mr. Ames was married at
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, to Miss Josephine Bowman Coleman, daughter of Fletcher and Milliccnt
Coleman, both of whom died at Williamsport, where
Mr. Coleman was engaged in business as a lumber
merchant.

William M. Jabmne. Dean
culture

of the Division of Agri-

and Director of the Agricultural Experiment

1972
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Kansas State Agricultural College, was born
January 16, 1879, on a raneli in Oneida County,
Idaho, where liis parents, William and Rebecca (Dudin 1871 at the
ley) Jardine had settled as pioneers
time of their marriage. William Jardine was born
at Paisley, Scotland, in 1849, and caiue to this
country when fifteen years of age. Rebecca Dudley
was born at Willard City, Utah, in 1855, of Welsh
William M. 'jardine, their fourth child
parentage.
and eldest son, found it necessary at an early age to
assume unusual responsibilities which were destined
to give him invaluable experience and an unexcelled
Southern Idaho \va.s
practical training. At that time
an almost unbroken range covered with timber or sage
brush. From twelve years of age until he finished his
station,

college course, his range of activities included breaking colts, driving horses long distances to market,

cutting timber, stacking hay, miUdug cows, breaking
sod covered with sage brush, using horses for power,
and performing any and all of the varied services required by ranch life in a new country. Tlio greater
part of the three years preceding his first attendance
at college was spent on a ranch in Big Hole Basin,
Montana, where the sole enterprise consisted in cattle
raising with its attendant features of broncho breaking and round-ups, and where, as a supi)lement, great
quantities of prairie hay were yearly cut and stacked
for feed.
In midwinter, the year he was nineteen years of
a
age, he entered the Utah Agricultural College as
His previous schooling had consisted
sub-freshman.
of a term each winter of from two to three months
The close of college
in the country schools of Idaho.
He
in the spring found him with funds exhausted.
felt it hopeless to try to continue college work, but
during his brief residence, various members of the
college faculty had become impressed with his native
genius and ])otential possibilities, and brought forces
to bear which subsequently enabled him to return to
Following friendly advice, he went home,
college.
secured a country school with a six months' term, and
at its close, leased his father's ranch, giving his
parents opportunity for an extended vacation, and
during the remainder of the year so applied modern
and progressive ideas in its management as to
astonish his family and friends with its pecuniary
returns. The next fall he re-entered college and continued in attendance without further interruption
until graduation in 190-1 with the degree of Bachelor
The summer of 190G he
of Science in Agriculture.
attended the Graduate School of Agriculture of the
University of Illinois.
September 6, 1905, at Salt
Lake City, Utah, he was married to KflBe Nebeker of

Logan, Utah.
Following the completion of his college course,
William M. Jardine, became interested in the possibilities of successfully farming western lands on a
large scale through the use of big machinery, such as
He
the fraction engine an<t tlie coniliineil harvester.
became a charter member of the Utah Arid Farming

Company, a Utah corporation, the

first

organization

in that state to test the ])racticability- of so

employing

machinery. He was manager of the Utah Arid FarmA few years later he
ing Company during 1905.
became a charter member of the Northern Pure Seed

Company, a Montana corporation operating a

tract

of several thousand acres of land near Forsytli, Montana, on the Yellowstone River, and was director of
the Company from 1908 to 1915. The Northern Pure
Seed Company also made a specialty of using large
machinery in its o])crations. In the course of his
agricultural work in the West, W. M. Jardine became

one of the leaders in introducing and growing profitably on a large scale, hard winter wheat in Montana.
Notwithstanding his great and continued interest
in ]iractical farming, the chief activities of W. M.
Jardine have been educational.
In 1904, while a
senior student in the Utah Agricultural College, he

became an assistant

in the Department of Agronomy;
the following year he was made instructor and then.
jTofessor of agronomy, in which position he continued
until the close of 1906.
He served as Assistant
United States Cerealist in charge of dry-land grain
investigations from 1907 to 1910. During this period
his residence was in Washington, D. C, but the
greater part of his time was spent in the field superintending the work of substations and studying dryland agriculture in the different western states and in
Canada. In 1910 he became agronomist at the Kansas State Agricultural College, and in 1913 was made
Dean of the Division of Agriculture and Director of
He was lecthe Agricultural Experiment Station.
turer in field crops at the Graduate School of Agriculture, Michigan Agricultural College, 1912.
The reclamation of the dry lands of the West
attracted the interest and attention of W. M. Jardine
from the beginning. While connected with the Utah
Agricultural College he helped to establish a series
of substations for the State of Utah, at which stations the first comprehensive investigations in dryfarming were conducted. Two years later, as expert
in dryland agriculture and Assistant in Cereal Crops
in the United States Department of Agriculture, he
assisted in the establishment of similar stations in
other western states. These stations arc now operated
by the Department of Agriculture in co-operation
with the several states in which they are located.
The work of reclaiming the arid lands of the West
was made possible thrmigh the development of the
system of farming known as dry-farming, whereby
crops are produced without irrigation in areas of
The fundamental principles of this
limited rainfall.
system were developed through studies made at the
dry-land experiment stations first established by individual states and later by the federal government.
W. M. .Tardine has been closely identified witli the

dry-farming movement from its inception and has
become a recognized authority on the subject. He
was one of the founders of the International DryFarming Congress, has served on its Board of Governors almost continuously, and was president of the
organization during the year 1915-1916.
W. M. Jardine has been author of numerous papers
on dry-farming and other subjects related to agriculture and of numerous bulletins published by the
Utah Agricultural College, the United States Department of Agriculture, and the Kansas State Agricultural College. He was elected president of the AmeriI'an Society of Agronomy at its ninth annual meetHe is a member of the
ing, November l.'!-14, 1916.
honorary fraternities. Alpha Zeta and Phi Kappa
Pi.
He is
Phi, anil the social fraternity, Beta Theta
a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and a member of the National
Institute of Social Sciences, the Masonic order, and
He is a member of the Cosmos Club,
the Grange.
D. C, and the Commercial Club of Man-

Washington,
hattan, Kansas.
W. M. Jardine

is

a comparatively

young man whose

and initiative,
untiring energy, indomitable courage
combined with a winning personality, a student attitude, and a unique ability to apply science effectively
to the most practical farm problems, have amply
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merited his rapid promotion in positions of responsibility.

Arthur Capper. (By Cecil Howes.) It took Kansas half a century to decide that there might be a
native worthy of being trusted with administering the
of the people of the state.
highest office in the gift
would elect a governor,
the
two
people
years
Every
history
but not until 1914 did it elect a native son.
of the states shows this to be a rather remarljable

A

record.

Arthur Capper was the first son of Kansas to be
first son to be even
governor, and he was also the
He has been a candidate three times, the
a. calididate.
first in 1912, when he was defeated by twenty-nine
and 1916. His
votes, and he was elected in 1914
defeat was of real value to the state, for it brought
about a simplification of the election laws so that the
so apparent in the election of
possibilities of errors,
1912, were made almost impossible in the future.
Arthur Capper was born at Garnett, Anderson
Mr. Capper's parents were
County, .Tulv 14, 1865.
among the 'first settlers of Anderson County. His
father was really one of the founders of Garnett and
for forty years was engaged in merchandising and
its

farming.

It was in this Christian home where Arthur Capper
was taught the lessons of honesty, morality, industry,
were faithtemperance and self-reliance. His parents
ful members of the Quaker Church, and in tlie family
was
circle the language of that religious organization
used in the daily conversation. Early influences and
in the lives of men, for
teachings count" for much
Arthur Capper's publications and the countless

he has written in behalf of all religious movements and right living, bear testimony to his character as a useful and worthy citizen.
These parents were poor in everything but common
of industry
sense, and thev started the lad into" a path
nnd thrift that has led him to become the largest
and one of the wealthiest
publisher in the middle west,
men in Kansas. He studied in the Garnett comrnon
Garnett High
schools, and was graduated from the
his
School. But even before this he had entered upon
career as a printer. One Christmas he was given a toy
he was able to print cards
printing outfit, and with it
and small handbills for merchants and professional
men and before he was out of school had made and
saved a considerable sum.
h:g real
At fourteen years Arthur Capper began
'
' '
articles

'

in
devil
career as a publisher when he became the
was to
the office of the Garnett Journal. His first job
and
ink the rollers of the old Washington hand press,
the foreman secured a cracker box from a nearby grothe .iob._ One
cery for the lad to stand on while doing
him at
dollar a week was tlie munificent salary paid
and
the start, and, after serving his apprenticeship
was collecting
becoming a real printer, Arthur Capper
$8 a week.
the ;]Ourneymen
Tollowing in the footsteps of all
for him to follow the traditions
printers it came time
when
of the craft and work around a bit. A printer,
start
he completes his apprenticeship, is expected to
to get him
away from home with just enough money
his living
to the next town, and then he must make
durintr a trip through the big printing establishments,
Arthur Capper
learning the ins and outs of the trade.
he never got
started on his journey. But as a printer
any farther than Topeka.
He came into the office of the Capital one Monday
afternoon and asked the foreman for the "extra
The foreman said he had a flock of extra jobs,

job."
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as the printers had just been paid off and were on
that would make getting out
a
high Lonesome
the paper uncertain, if not impossible. The Capital
was set by hand in those days, and it took a big crew
of men to set the local and telegraph news, and also
all the ads.
Capper showed up at the appointed liour
and set more type than any printer on the job had set
for months, and he brought in cleaner proofs than the
foreman had seen in many moons.
The printers came straggling back from their
weekly debauch but one of them lost his job and
Arthur Capper had it. He became a regular man
Thirty
right from the start, and never lost a day.
years after, men who had worked with him, possibly
'the very man who lost his job when Arthur Capper
' '

' '

came on, walked into Mr. Capper's office and asked
for work and got it.
The young Kansan liad one trait heretofore rare in
the printing trade. He nevei- drank liquors. Payday
was the same old day to him, and besides that the
instructions of his old Quaker father and mother had
taught him to put a little of his wages aside for days
when work was not so plentiful.
front office
Within a few months the
began takK.
ing notice of the new printer, and the late Maj. J.
Hudson became interested in him and lent every enwas
couragement. He advanced rapidly in pay, and
drawing better than $25 a week wlien he thought to
do a little reporting when the late Judge ,Tohn Martin
delivered his famous prohibition speech from the
steps of the courthouse. In this speech Judge Martin
told the liquor element that the prohibitory law was
the law and that it would be enforced. There was no
wrote the story
reporter handy so the young printer
of the speech and turned it in. It pleased the editorial
rooms so much that the printer was offered a job as a

—

' '

' '

he took it to
reporter at $10 a week. What is more,
He
learn the other end of the publishing business.
never returned to the case.
As a reporter Arthur Capper gained the reputation
of being the most industrious man in town. He turned
in more copy than anyone else and while there was
all
nothing sensational, seldom a real feature, it was
in
good reading about things every one was interested
and wanted to read. He was sent to the Legislature
in 1889.
Then the Capital decided to send a man to Washington as a correspondent, and Arthur Capper was
in the most complete
picked for that job. He sent
stories of the doings of the Kansas Congressmen, and
the result of his work was an offer of a job on the
New York Tribune, and about the first day he landed
there the city editor sent the young Jayhawker out to
write the story of a yacht race". Like Victor Murdock,
who went to Cliicago and invented a new style of baseball reporting that made the story more interesting
than the game itself, Arthur Capper made yacht racthe Tribune
ing more interesting to the readers of
than it was to the real spectators. He did a lot of
other good work in New York, but the prairies kept
he began
calling and he returned to Kansas. In 189.'?
business for himself as the owner of the North Topeka
Later he purchased the Topeka Breeze from
Mail.
Tom McNeal and made the Mail and Breeze now his
chief farm paper.
Wliile he was still a reporter Arthur Capper, like
and wanted
nearly all "reporters" got the editor bug
his own little country paper. He went to Hugoton to
of the late Col.
buy the Hermes at "the solicitation
Sam N. Wood. The Stevens county-seat war was on,
and it was a real war. Bad men were numerous. The
and the faro dealer were the two busiest

barkeeper
men in town.

Colonel

Wood showed

the young

man
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the sights of the town, discounted the wind, the bullets
and the bad men, and pointed out that the most
favorable place in the whole world for a young man
to make his fortune was right at Ilugoton. But the
young reporter couldn't see it that way- and was up
before dayliglit to catch the stage for Lakin, and he
never returned to that country until he became a candidate for governor.
From the publication of the weekly Mail and
Breeze it was but natural for an active newspaper
man to drift into the daily publishing business, and
when the Bank of Topeka found itself the owner of
the Topeka Capital it picked the likeliest newspaper
man in town to run it. Whatever the purchase price,
only $2,000 in real money changed hands the day the
deal was made. That was all Arthur Capper had. He
was given all the time he wanted to pay the balance.
It was a long and hard pull to get the Capital out
of the fire. But Arthur Capper kept at it until he
had made that paper one of the most profitable newspaper enterprises in the state. Along with the Capital
he built up the Mail and Breeze until it became the

biggest farm paper in Kansas. From time to time
there has been added the Missouri Valley Farmer,
Capper's Weekly, Nebraska Farm Journal, Missouri
Euralist, the Household and the Oklahoma Farmer.
The management of the business and editorial
affairs of all these papers could be successfully
handled by one man only if he were trained in practically every department of the publication business.
Thatis where Arthur Capper showed himself to be a
smart man when he quit work at $25 a week in the
composing room to take a reporter's job at $10 a
week. Besides the newspapers there is the big job
printing establishment and also the big engraving
of Mr.
plant, all operated under the direct supervision
Capper.
After getting his business well organized the young
man decided to see for himself just how he had the
business in hand. So he went into politics, leaving the
men he had trained to actually manage his papers,
The big propprinting plant and engraving company.
erties continued to run just as smoothly and just as
was in active charge
profitably as when Mr. Capper
all the time, which indicates a wonderful genius for
who can be
organization and the picking of men

depended upon.
Five years ago he built the big new building for
It is a five story buildirfg and was
all his pVopertics.
for
thought to be large enough to handle the business
years.

It is already

overcrowded.

Arthur Capper has always been a repubBut he has been on the side of progress at
lican.
several times
every turn, and all but bolted the party
to make it swing from standpatism to progressivism
and the cause of advancement. He stood by the proin defeat and when
gressive wing of the party even
it cost him hundreds of votes of the stand-pat element

In

politics

of the party. He has always supported business in
the administration of state, county and city affairs
and when he became governor it was upon the express
promise to do for the state as he had done for his
own business, as far as he was able. Two years in
oflSce showed him the folly of a real business administration in state affairs with the system of government
that permitted changes of ofiiccrs every two or four
years and divided responsibility where derelict officials
could blame others for their failure to perform their
sworn duties. At the opening of his second term Governor Capper announced a program of progressive
measures intended to make government simpler, more
The
effective and less expensive to the taxpayers.

budget system of state appropriations, the consolidation of boards and commissions with more direct
responsibility, the city-manager plan and a change of
county governments to remove numerous useless and
expensive offices, were included in his program.
Governor Capper has been interested in almost
everything that makes Kansas a better place to live
in.
He fought for the pensions for motliers and the
child hygiene department and when he found there
was a joker in the mother's pension law set about to
remove this and make the law a real benefit to the
women and children of the state. He has been an
active member or an officer in the various peace movements and was a vice president for Kansas for the
National Welfare League.
He has always been a
booster for good roads and for prohibition in the state
and nation. He helped put through the workingmen 's
compens.ition law amendments, and fought for a minimum wage and shorter hours for the women workers
of the state.
In fact, there has been nothing that
makes for better government, better homes, better
society that he h.as not taken an active interest in.
He is also an ardent lodge man, belonging to several
secret orders and is one of the governors of Mooseheart, the Moose home in Illinois.
In 1892 Mr. Capper married Miss Florence Crawford, daughter of the late Samuel .1. Crawford, the
third governor of Kansas. For many years they lived
in an old frame home at the corner of Topeka Avenue
and Eleventh Street. This was recently torn down,
and an elegant and comfortable home was built on the
grounds.

Andy Cubrt

has been a resident of Montgomery
for thirty-four years.
To an older generation of the people of this county he is well remembered as a successful teacher. For nearly a quarter
of a century he has been in the insurance business
at CoffejTille and has built up one of the largest
local agencies in the state for general insurance.
His ancestors were Irish people who came to
America and settled in Kentucky in the very early
days. From Kentucky the family moved to Southern Indiana, locating in the Wabash valley, and it

County

was in Sullivan County, Indiana, that Andy Curry
was born December 2, 18.5.5. His grandfather, Samuel Curry, was born in Mercer County, Kentucky,
in 1789, the year that George Washington was inaugurated as the first president of the United States,
and a date which attests the very early settlement
of the Curry family in the blue grass region. Samuel Curry crossed the Ohio River and settled in
Sullivan County, Indiana, along with the first movement of population into that region, was a farmer
there, and died in 1SG9. He was a strong democrat,
and a consistent member and elder of the PresbyGrandfather Curry married Sallie
terian Church.
Thompson, who was born in Virginia and died in
Sullivan County, Indiana, at the age of ninety years.

None

of their children are

now

living.

John S. Curry, fath(M- of .-^ndy, was born in Kentucky in 1817, and was a small child when his parents moved to Sullivan County, Indiana. He grew
u)) there, married in that county, and became a
In that trade he assisted in
cariienter and builder.
constructing a great many houses and other buildings throughout the district south of Terre Haute.
He died in Sullivan County in 1871. He was a democrat and a member of the Presbyterian Church.
S. Curry married Nancy C. Wilson, who represented another pioneer family of Sullivan County,
where she was born in 1826. She died at Terre

John
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Their children were:
Haute, Indiana, in 1S91,
Samuel, who became a farmer, later retiring to Terre
Haute, where he died in 190S; Sarah, who died at
Shelburn, Indiana, married John Siner, a farmer,
also deceased; Margaret, who died in Sullivan county, married Anderson Mitchell, a retired farmer in
Vigo County, Indiana; Martha, who lives with her
brother Andy at Coffeyville, has lost three husliands, John Adams, a farmer, Jeptha Baldridge, a
merchant, and James McKce, a farmer; H. W. Curry
is a teacher living at Terre Haute; John F. died at
Shelburn, Indiana, in 1874, at the age of twentytwo; the seventh in age is Andy; Robert B. died at
the age of fourteen; Arpa is the wife of William T.
Bolinger, a retired farmer at Caney, Kansas; Nancy,
who died at Terre Haute, was the wife of Spencer
McGrew, a hardware merchant, now deceased.
Reared in the country districts of Sullivan County,
Andy Curry acquired a common school education,
and availed himself of such opportunities as were
presented to him not only to secure an education,
but also to qualify as a teacher of others. For
several terms he attended the Indiana State Normal
School at Terre Haute. In the meantime he had begun teaching in the country districts and followed
that vocation in Indiana for six years. In March,
1SS2, Mr. Curry arrived in Coffeyville, Kansas, and
during the next eight years was a teacher in the
country schools of Montgomery County, and during
part of that time also followed farming.
Since the spring of 1S90 he has lived in Coffeyville. In that city for seven years he was clerk in a
clothing store, was in the wholesale cigar business
for two years, and has since been an insurance man
and has built up a large business in the city and also
operates as a broker. His offices are in the Terminal
Building. His home is at 708 Willow Street.
While living in Parker Township, as a teacher
and farmer, he served two terms as township trustee.
At Coffeyville he has been honored again and
again with a place on the school board and also as
a member of the city council. The citizens of Coffeyville remember to his special credit his work as
mayor, an office to which he was elected in 1913 for
two years. One feature of his administration was
the construction of a large dam at the waterworks
and the introduction of such improvements as to
make the city water plant one of greatly increased
While mayor he insisted upon a strict
efficiency.
enforcement of the laws and ordinances and the city
was so well governed that there was no occasion
for state officials to intervene in local affairs.
Mr. Curry is a democrat, is a member of tlie Coffeyville Commercial Club, and is affiliated with
Lodge
No. 117, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Camp
No. 665, Modern Woodmen of America, and Lodge
No. 775, Benevolent and Protective Order of Klks,
all

of Coffeyville.

In October, 1879, in Vigo County, Indiana, Mr.
Curry married Miss Ella E. Seldoniridge, daughter
of John M. and Alice Seldomridge, both now deceased. Her father was a miller and afterwards a
Mr. and Mrs. Curry have one daughter,
farmer.
Bonnie, who is a graduate of the Coffeyville High
School, and is now the wife of R. K. Long, an oil
producer and operator living at Coffeyville.

A

Harry S. Brown.
lawyer of twenty years' experience, Harry S. Brown has been identified with the
CofifeyviUe bar the greater part of his professional
career and be has shown a remarkable capacity for
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handling litigation entrusted to him and is a leading
citizen as well as a lawyer.
He represents an old Indiana family of English
His first American ancestors came to South
origin.
Carolina in colonial times. Through his grandmother
Mr. Brown is of Scotch descent. One of his Brown
ancestors was a captain in the English navj- and lost
his life at sea.
His grandfather, John Brown, died
near Frankfort, Indiana, and was a native of South
Carolina, having established his home on a farm in
the Hoosier state during the '30s.
Mr. Harry S. Brown was born at Wanamaker, InHis father, Samuel M.
diana, September 16, 1870.
Brown, was born in South Carolina in 1822, and was
about eight years of age when his parents moved
to the vicinity of Frankfort, Indiana.
He became
a physician and surgeon, graduating M. D. from
the Cincinnati Medical College and practiced continuously and usefully at Wanamaker for a period
of fifty-six years.
He was a dcpiocrat, very active
in the Baptist Church, a member of the Masonic
fraternity and at one time was a candidate for the
State Legislature. Dr. Brown's first wife was a Miss
Brady, who died at Wanamaker, ]ea%-ing the following children:
Henry J., a merchant, who died at
Wanamaker in 1915; Edorus 0., a money broker at
Indianapolis; Corydon S., a physician and surgeon
at Wanamaker; Arthur V., an attorney and a member of the Indianapolis bar; Charles A., a civil enFor his second wife
gineer living at Indianapolis.
Doctor Brown married Marilda McGaughey, who was
born near Hamilton, Ohio, in August, 1841, and
now resides at Indianapolis. Her children were:
Harry S. Edward A., a physician and surgeon at
;

Indianapolis Frank T., a member of the Indianapolis
bar and Ruth, wife of Daniel S. Adams, a physician
and surgeon at Indianapolis.
Harry S. Brown as a boy attended the public
schools of Wanamaker, and took a six years' course
in Butler University at Irvington, a suburb of InHe was graduated Bachelor of Science
dianapolis.
in 1893 and in 1896 completed his course and received
the degree LL. B. from the Indiana School of Law
at Indianapolis.
After his admission to the Indiana
bar in 1896 JVIr. Brown practiced at Indianapolis for
five years, and in 1901 moved to Coffeyville.
He
soon acquired a living practice in that city and remained there in the profession until 1910.
From
that year until 1915 liis home was in Lebanon, Missouri, and from 1912 to 1914 he served as prosecuting
attorney of LaClede County, Missouri. He then returned to Coffeyville and now has a substantial general civil
and criminal practice in Montgomery
For one term he served as city attorney
County.
of Coffeyville. Mr. Brown 's offices are in the MeCov
Building, and he resides at 806 West Third Street.
He owns considerable property in Coffeyville and is
one of th^ public spirited members of the comnmnity.
For one year he served as clerk of tlie Coffeyville
He is a democrat, and was his party's
City Court.
nominee for city .judge on two separate occasions
and was also candidate for police .I'udge. He actively
supports the Methodist Episcopal Church and fraternally is a member of Acton Lodge, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons, in Indiana, the same lodge
of which his father was a member.
He also belongs
to the Life and Annuity Association, and was formerly affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks and the Knights of Pythias.
;

;

,

In 1902, at Coffeyville, Mr. Brown married Juanita
N. Matthews, a daughter of John W. and Mary

KANSAS AND KANSANS

1976

Matthews. Her father, now deceased, was a miller
and her mother resides at Neodesha, Kansas. Mr.
and Mrs. Brown are the parents of five children:
.luanita X., born October 24. 1903; Samuel E., born
August 11, 1905; Mary R., born December 6, 1908;
Harriet O., born March 6, 1911; and Ella Louise,
born March 6, 1914.

Sheridan M. Dick. By choosing a line of activity
and sticking to it closely for many years Sheridan M.
Dick has attained an enviable position in business
affairs.
He is now foreman of the Baldwin Shirt Factory at Parsons. This industry is probably the largest
of its kind in the State of Kansas.
Mr. Dick was born in Indiana County, PennsylHe is of Irish descent, his
vania. May 10. 1866.
Grandfather William Dick having been born in Ireland and having come to the United States when a
young man. He spent his life as a farmer in Indiana
The
County, Pennsylvania, where he died in 1870.
father of S. M. Dick was John W. Dick, who was born
in 1819, also in Indiana County, Pennsylvania.
He
lived there the life of a farmer, and though quite an
old man at the time and past military age he gave
three years of faithful ser\-iee to the Union army
during the Civil war. In 1884 he moved out to Kansas,

farmed

was

still

in Douglas County near Lawrence, and
a resident there when his death occurred.
He died in Indiana County, Pennsylvania, in 1907
while on a visit to the scenes of his birthplace. He
was an old school rejiublican and a member of the
Presbyterian Church. John W. Dick married Isabelle
Sleppy, who was born March 4, 1833, in Indiana
County, Pennsylvania, and died at Lawrence, Kansas,
in 1905.
Their children are: Isaac, a rancher at

Tulare, California James N., who was for many years
with the Pennsylvania Eailroad Company and died at
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, in 1912; Abram, a granite
cutter living at Grand Rapids, Michigan Mrs. Lizzie
Bryan, wlio lives in Indiana County, Pennsylvania, a.
widow; William Lincoln, a railroad man at Grand
Eapids, Michigan John, a farmer in Indiana County,
Pennsylvania; Grant, who died at Grand Kapids,
Michigan, in 1915, and was also a marble and granite
cutter; Sheridan M., who is the eighth in order of
birth; Harry, who is connected with the Cambria
Iron Company at Johnstown, Pennsylvania; Chalmers,
who was an employe of the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company and died at the time of the great Johnstown
flood from the effects of exposure while performing
rescue work; Mrs. Maggie Grumbling, of Johnstown,
Pennsylvania, the wife of a contractor and buUder;
Kate Rosa, wife of an employe of the Pennsylvania
Railroad, their home being near Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; Mattie, wife of RoUa Ferris, a farmer in
Chautauqua County, Kansas. As will be seen all the
members of the family have filled substantial places
in the world and have given a worthy account of
;

;

;

themselves.
S. M. Dick received his early education and training
in the jiublic scliools of Indiana County, Pennsylvania.
The first twenty years of his life he spent" on his
father's farm, and then came west and for two years
was employed in a grocery store at Lawrence, Kansas.
After that business experience he took up liis real
work in the world. Entering the shirt manufacturing
business with the firm of WiMor Brothers at Lawrence, he learned the trade of sliirt cutter, and spent
seventeen and a half years with that concern. During

the last two j-ears he was foreman, and in July, 1907,
was called from Lawrence to Parsons to take a similar
position in the manufacturing department of the Bald-

win Shirt Factory. This is a well known company,
and its president is E. B. Stevens and the manager
is George B. Karr.
The Parsons plant, located at
2400 Broadway, makes only high grade shirts, night
shirts :ind pajamas, and the market for the output is
found in twelve states. Fifteen traveling representatives are kept on the road, and there are forty-five
The factory over which Mr.
emj)loyes at Parsons.
Dick has active supervision has a capacity of 1,200
shirts per week.

Mr. Dick is a member of the Parsons Chamber of
Commerce, is a republican of the progressive type, and
is affiliated witli Lodge No. 94 of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows at Parsons, Lodge No. 7 of the
Ancient Order of United Workmen at Lawrence, and
Camp No. 14 of the Woodmen of the World at Parsons.
He owns a comfortable home at 2609 Belmont
Avenue in Parsons.
In 1887 at Lawrence Mr. Dick married Miss Sophia
Nelson, daughter of John and Sophia Nelson, both of
whom are now deceased. Her father was a cabinetmaker. To their marriage have been born six children: Ralph, a shirt cutter in the Baldwin shirt factory at Parsons; Phillip, who is a moulder by trade
and lives at Kansas City, Missouri; Frank, a shirt
cutter in the Baldwin shirt factory; Fay, who graduated from the Parsons High School in 1916; Ella, a
.iunior in the high school; and Teddy, the youngest of
the family.

WnxiAM Hexry Tester

was born

in

Burgess

Hill,

a town nine miles north of Brighton, County of SusHe received the
sex, England, on July 4, 1869.
conmion school education as given by the parochial
schools under the care of the Church of England.
Six years of his life were spent in Weston Super
Mare, situated on the Bristol Channel in Somersetshire.
As a boy of ten or twelve, reading of the
wonderful things of America her immense mountain
ranges, lier Great Lakes and wonderful Niagara Falls,
and last but not least of that Great American Desert
as shown on the maps of the late '60s a strong
desire to become a partaker of the things offered by
that promised land possessed him, and he often found
himself gazing westward from the seashore watching
the sun as it sank into the western sea, and saying
to himself, "Some day I shall follow to that wonderful land of promise."
The father of the family also
became interested, not for himself so much, as he
often said, but that his children might come into that
inlieritance of better things that great English-speaking continent offered those who sought her shores
Mith a desire for tlio really good things of life and

—

—

were willing to do their part.
William Tester, the father of WiUiam H., was
born at Burgess Hill (St. John's Common) August
4, 1840. is still living, and for the last thirty-four
years has lived in St. Louis. Missouri. Sarah Cornford
Tester, the mother of William H., was born at Hurstmoneeux, near Hastings, Countv of Sussex, England,
on May IS, 1839. In 1865, on'May 27th, at the Old
(,'hurch of Brighton, England, she was married to
William Tester. She died at St. Louis, Missouri, June
], 1890, at the age of 51.
Six children were born to this union: William H.,
the subject of this sketch; Frances Alice, who died in
infancy; Charles Walter, now living in St. Louis;
Alfred Lewis, now living at Fort Scott; Annie Alice,
now Mrs. William T. Bishop, living in St. Louis;
Emma .lane, who died in infancy.
On May 17, 1883, the morn 'of the family destiny

dawned and the old

ties

were severed, and William
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four surviving
Tester, with his wife Sarah and the
from Weston
children, set out for the United States
Mare, with the town of Jackson in the State

Super

No one who has
of Tennessee as their destination.
never undergone such an experience can form an idea
of the momentous seriousness of such an undertaking
for a man with his wife and four chOdren, "William
and the youngest,
H., the eldest, not yet fourteen,
Annie Alice, but five, entering a new country, unknown and with limited capital, yet with a stout
for work in his
heart,, and a mind and disposition
been
calling, which had prior to his leaving England
that of foreman of a large pottery in Weston Super
Mare, where he had enjoyed the confidence of his
employer and had on numerous occasions been placed
in charge of the plant's exhibits at the various agricultural shows held throughout England and Wales.
On June 1st the family landed in New York. Many
deep and lasting favorable impressions were made
on the mind of William H. at the entrance into the
These have since been an inspiration to him,
land.
so that his love for the land of his adoption is of
such strength, that as he has these many years lived
under Old Glory he would willingly offer himself for
its defense.
The father of the famUy shortly after arrival in
St. Louis in September, 1883, having moved up there
from Jackson, Tennessee, on account of a better means
of livelihood offering there, took out his first papers or
declaration of his intention to become a citizen of the
United States. Enjoying thereby the citizen's rights,
he overlooked taking out his final papers until seven
In the meantime William H.
years had passed.
attained his majority and it became necessary for
him to also take out naturalization papers, which was
done at Scott City, Scott County, Kansas, where he
was then residing, in 1892.
For several years after reaching St. Louis the
subject of this sketch was engaged in industrial pursuits, later going with his father to a farm where
three years were spent in active, health-giving labor.
About this time the matter of a life work began to
force itself upon him, and the decision was reached to
enter the railway service. A preparatory course was
taken in the school then maintained in 1888 by the
Missouri Pacific Railway, and in August, 1889, he
entered the service as night telegraph operator for
that line at New Haven, Missouri. He has been continuously in their service until the present time, having
been appointed agent at Coffeyville, Kansas, August
13, 1906.
On January 10, 1894, in Wheeling, West Virginia,
he was united in marriage to Miss Virginia Lillian
Crawford, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Crawford, who were prominent in the social and business
life of that city, as well as being one of the older
families there.
Two children, Katherine Virginia
and Allen Crawford, were born to this union, both of
whom survive and are growing into promising young
lives.
Both have attended the state university.
In private life Mr. and Mrs. Tester have identified
themselves with the social and religious life of the
community in which they have resided for the last
ten years, having been closely identified with the
Presbyterian Church of Coffeyville, he serving it as
elder and clerk of its session for several years, and
serving Neosho Presbytery as one of its lay commissioners to the Grand Assembly at Chicago in 1914.
He has also been actively identified in Masonic life,
having been made a Mason at Scott City in 1891,
served the Coffeyville Lodge as Master in 1911, and
the Coffeyville Commandery as Commander in 1916,

1977

as District Deputy Grand Master of the Eighteenth
Masonic District under Grand Masters Elrick C. Cole,
Charles H. Chandler, William L. Burdick, and Giles
H. Lamb from 1914 to 1917, inclusive, and as Grand
Representative of the Grand Lodge of Indiana to the
Grand Lodge of Kansas, also as Grand Representative
of the Gr.and Commandery of Vermont to the Grand
Commandery of Kansas.

Geokge F. Boswell, who represents a pioneer famof Montgomery County, has spent most of his
active career at Coffeyville, was a merchant there
for a number of years, and now devotes his time to
ily

of his extensive property interests
his holdings in the oil and gas district.
He was born in Atchison County, Missouri, October
The record of his family in America goes
29, 1859.

the

management

and also

to his grandfather George Finley Boswell, who
in England of Scotch descent in 1804.
After his marriage to Hannah Colter, who was a
native of Ireland and of Irish descent, he came to

back

was born

America, settling in Tennessee, where he was a
planter and on his plantation he also conducted a
battery. He died in Decatur County, Tennessee, in
1866 and his wife also passed away there. Of their
children the only one now living is Mary, who resides at Stoutsville, in Fairfield County, Ohio, the
widow of James Chenoweth, who was a farmer by
occupation.

The founder of the Boswell family in Southern
Kansas, was A. P. Boswell, father of George F. He
was born in Decatur County, Tennessee, in 1837,
grew up and married there, and from early life was
well versed in the business of planting and farming.
In 1S57 he went to Northwest Missouri and was an
early settler in Atchison County. After living there
a few years and with the outbreak of the war between the North and the South he returned to his
native state and in 1862 enlisted in a Tennessee regiment of the Confederate army. He was in active
service until the close of the war. At one time he
was taken a prisoner but was soon exchanged. Following the war he farmed in Tennessee, but in 1871
pioneered to Kansas, and was one of the early setAfter six years as a farmer,
tlers near Coffeyville.
he moved to Coffeyville and was active in business
1883 engaged in
affairs and as a money lender and
He was a
the hardware and implement business.
man of distinctive ability and enjoyed many honors
from his fellow citizens. Politically he was a democrat. While living on his farm in Montgomery county he served as township trustee one term, and afterwards was elected and served for nine years or three
terms as county commissioner. He also filled the

m

of mayor of Coffeyville two terms.
Among
other interests he was vice president of the First
National Bank. While a resident of Tennessee he
was an active member of the Methodist Church, and
office

was

affiliated with Keystone Lodge No. 102, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons at Coffeyville.
In 185.') in Decatur County, Tennessee, A. P. Boswell married Miss Melissa Dudley Kelley, who was
born in that section of Tennessee June 22, 1833.
She died at Coffeyville February 9, 1914. A. P. Boswell in 1S96 made a business trip through Oklahoma
and while at Nowata was stricken and died. He
and his wife had the following children: George
F., Sarah S., wife of A. L. Wagstaff, who has for
many vears been engaged in the brokerage and

real

estate business and

is

now

living in

Kansas

Missouri; Andrew A., a resident of Coffeyville; Tina C, wife of E. E. Wilson, who was in the
City,
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is now a busiof Pueblo, Colorado: Robert, who died in
infaney; William A., who was in the hardware business for a number of years and also a trader and
died at Coffeyville in 1908.
When George F. Boswell was an infant his parents returned to Tennessee and he spent much of his

lumber business at Coffcyville and
ness

man

He was about twelve
in Decatur County.
years of age when his father became a pioneer in
Montgomery County and he grew to manhood on
the farm, in 1876 he finished his early education by
graduating from the Coffeyville High School. During the forty years that have followed many interests have engaged his enterprise and active atHe spent three years as a young man in
tention.
learning the trade of carpenter, and also gained
some valuable experience as a grain buyer. From
1SS2 to 1895 he was in the mercantile business at
For the past twenty years he has deCoffeyville.
voted all his business energies to looking after his
property as a real estate holder and also the affairs
of several large oil and gas corporations.
Among
local real estate which he owns are his residence at
510 Elm street, other dwelling houses on Walnut,
Elm and Willow streets, and some scattered property
throughout the city. He is a stockholder in the Coffeyville Gas and Fuel Company; a stockholder and
director in the Coffeyville Shale Products Company;
a stockholder and director and president of the
boyhood

Georgia Oil and Gas Company; jjresident and stockholder of the Delokee Gas and Oil Company; stockholder and director of the McAlester-Edward Coal
Company in Oklahoma; stockholder and president of
the Boswell Realty Company; and has interests in
the Robinson Packer and Machine Company of Coffeyville.

In political affiliation Mr. Bosvvell is a democrat.
For three terms he served in the Coffeyville City
Council, was city treasurer six years, and is now

serving as a member of the school board. As a young
man he joined the Christian Church, but he now attends the Methodist. For a number of years he was
one of the active workers in the Chamber of Commerce. Fraternally his affiliations are with Camp

No. 665, Modern Woodmen of America at Coffeyville, with the Kansas Fraternal Citizen, and with
the Anti-Horse Thief Association.
In February, 1887, at Coffeyville Mr. Boswell married Miss Alvira Burke, daughter of John Burke.
Her father who lived on a farm west of Coffeyville,

died November 29, 1916, in his ninety-second year.
Mrs. Boswell died at Coffeyville in 1902, being survived by one daughter, Georgia. Georgia Boswell
was born in Coffeyville in 1890 and is now the wife
of Harry W. McEwen, cashier of the Cuthbert State
Bank at Cuthbert, South Dakota.
On May 11, 1904 at Coffeyville Mr. Boswell married for his present wife Miss Leona R. Stephenson,
a woman of brilliant mind and social leadership,
and with a record of important public service to
Mrs.
her credit in her home city of Coffeyville.
Boswell, who was born at Marietta, Ohio, December
5, 1871, was educated in the public schools of Johnson and Miami County, Kansas, her parents having
come to Kansas in the early days. She was a student
for two years in the high school at Paola, and then
entered the. Kansas State Normal at Emporia, from
which she graduated in the spring of 1893 with a
life teacher's certificate entitling her to teach in
the Union without further
practically any state in
examination. Mrs. Boswell 's first experience as a
teacher was one year in the grade schools Of Cof-

feyville, another year in

the high school, and the
Independence High School.
Returning to Coffcyville she taught for seven years
as assistant principal and principal of the high
school.
Since her marriage she has ably directed
the affairs of her household and the care and rearof
her
ing
children, and has also borne many of the
responsibilities laid upon the women of the city.
is
She
a member of the Carnegie Library Board, and
has filled a place on that board since the library
was built, and has ably assisted in its support and
maintenance. She is a member of the Coffeyville
Culture Club and was president of the City Federation of Women's Clubs when the Carnegie library
third year she

was

in the

was opened. The library in fact stands as a monument to the combined efforts of these women 's clubs.

make the presentation
federation turned over its
library and 2,700 volumes and other equipment to
the new Carnegie institution.
Mrs. Boswell is a
member of the Methodist Church and the Eoyal
Neighbors.
Mrs. Boswell is a granddaughter of John Stephenson, who was born 1793, and was one of the pioneer
settlers in Southeastern Ohio, where he followed
farming. He died at Marietta in that state in 1874.
The maiden name of his wife was Gray, and she was
born in Ohio and died at Marietta. Of their children the two now living are: Belle, wife of Benjamin Cogswell, of Marietta, Ohio; Jewett, a retired farmer at Gardner, Kansas.
Mrs. Boswell 's father was Henry Stephenson, who
was born in Marietta, Ohio, in 1837, and died at
It

fell

speech

to Mrs. Boswell to

when the

city

Arroyo Grande, California,

in

August, 1908.

He

was reared and married in Ohio, where he took up
farming, and in the summer of 1876 brought his famThe
ily to Spring Hill in Johnson County, Kansas.
buffaloes were still numerous on the plains when he
arrived in Kansas, and he was one of the sterling
])ioneers who developed this country. Later he moved
to Emporia for a year, and in 1890 began his operations as a rancher twenty-five miles southeast of
Coffeyville in the Cherokee Nation, where he leased
an extensive tract of land and devoted it to wheat
raising and the cattle industry. He conducted that
ranch until 1898, then removed to Coffeyville, where
he had his home for three years, and after that
spent three years in Seattle, Washington, in business with his son Russell. Returning to the Osage
Nation, he was associated with his son Henry on a
ranch there, and afterwards went with his son to a
ranch in California, where he died. Henry Stephenson was a democrat and a member of the Baptist

Church.
He married Rebecca M. Sheets, who was
born in Marietta, Ohio, in 1844, and died at CofMrs. Boswell w-as the
feyville in January, 1898.
third in a family of seven children.
Her brother
Rodney, now living at Arroyo Grande, California,
is a miner and has some mines in Old
Mexico, in the
state of Sonora, 125 miles from Hermosillo.
Her
next younger brother, Henry, a resident of Los
Angeles, is a manager of five large cattle ranches
and is part owner and manager of the ranch at
Palomas, which in recent months has attracted so
much notice as being the scene of Villa's raid
against Columbus, New Mexico. Catherine A., the
next younger than ^frs. Boswell, lives in Santa
Maria, California: Russell, who died at Santa Maria,
California, in January, 1913, was a wholesale and
retail meat merchant there.
Odell died at Spring
Hill, Kansas, in 1882.
Sylvester S., the youngest
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in Calispends his time traveling and lives

fornia.

Mr. and Mrs. Boswell have two children. Catherwas born November 7, 1906, and is now in
the public schools at Coffey ville. Berenice Kelley
was born October 2, 1908.
ine Parr

<

Marshall Makion McCaslin

is

a native of Kan-

and has crowded a great many activities and
since his birth. He
experiences into the thirty years
was formerly a farmer, but is now proprietor of the
Acetylene Welding Company, one of the important
industries of Coffeyville.
The McCaslin family came out of Ireland, were
early settlers in America, and for many years lived
in the State of Indiana.
sas

Mr. McCaslin was born in Crawford County, KanHis father, W. M. McCaslin,
July 23, 1886.
was born in Illinois in 1860, was reared there. In
1880 he came with his family to Kansas, locating in
Chautauqua County, where he married, then going
to Crawford County, and coming from there to Montgomery County in 1902. He is a practical farmer
and now lives on his place six miles northwest of
He attends the Methodist Episcopal
Coffeyville.
Church and is a republican. W. M. McCaslin married
Mrs. Maggie Ellsworth, who was born in Illinois
in 1855.
Ada, the oldest of their three children, is
the wife of Dr. S. Huff, who has a world-wide reputation as a specialist in the treatment of cancer, and
is one of the oldest specialists in that field of medicine, his home being at Mound VaUey, Kansas. Bertha,
the second of the children, is the wife of C. N. Fye,
a farmer and railroad machinist living at Pindell,
Arkansas.
The only son of the family, Marshall M. McCaslin,
attended the public schools while li\'ing on his father 's
farm in Crawford County. In 1907 he took a course
in the Coffeyville Business CoUege, specializing in
After one year of experience in the
bookkeeping.
real estate business he took up farming in Montgomery County, and was so engaged until February, 1916,
sas,

sold his farm and became manager and
owner of the Acetylene Welding Company. This is
a plant which is a growing and prosperous concern,

when he

up with mechanical appliances for every sort
of welding and also for .the repair of automobile
Mr. McC&slin owns the plant and its
machinery.
machinery, the location being at 819 Spring Street.
Politically he is a republican; he is a member
of the United Brethren Church and is afiiliated vrith
Coffeyville Lodge No. 1193, Loyal Order of Moose.
fitted

Ninth Street. January
married Miss Bessie
Augustine, daughter of John and Julia Augustine.
His home

25,

1913,

is

at

at 304 East

Coffeyville,

he

Her parents are farmers, their home being near six
miles north and a little west of Coffeyville. Mr. and
Mrs. McCaslin have one daughter, Nema, born August
29, 1914.
One of the most reliable and proof the younger members of the Crawford
County bar, who stands high in professional ability
as a man of broad business and financial judgment, is
John Pedro.ia, who since 1911 has been engaged in
practice at Mulberry. He has also served the public
well and conscientiously in the offices of city clerk
and city attorney during the past four years, and is
a citizen who has done much to advance the interests
of his community.
Mr. Pedro.ia was born at Gnosca, Switzerland, November 27, 1880, and is a son of Charles and Angelina

John Pedroja.

gressive

1979

(Rochi) Pedroja, natives of the same place. Charles
Pedroja was born in 1855, and was reared and educated in his native place, where he learned the
trade
of painter and served two
years in the regular army
of Switzerland. In 1888 he
his
to
brought
the
family
United States and located at once in Greenwood
County, Kansas, where for a number of years he was
engaged in farming and raising stock. In 1914, in
order that his children might receive better school
advantages, he located at Lawrence, where he now
lives in retirement.
Mr. Pedroja has been an industrious and thrifty workman all his
life, and is now
in comfortable circumstances.
He is a democrat in
politics, and belongs to the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. Mrs. Pedroja, who also
survives, was born
in 1857.
Their children are as follows:
John;
Cliarles, Jr., who resides at Hill City, Kansas, and is
proprietor of a drug store; Severence, also a druggist, with a pharmacy at Hamilton, Kansas; Clinton,
who is engaged in agricultural pursuits in the vicinity,
of Hamilton; Frank, who is a
druggist at Wakeeney,
Kansas: James, of Mulberry, assistant of his brother
John; Edward, who is a junior at Kansas University,
Lawrence; and Mary, who is in the sophomore class
at that institution.
John Pedroja received his primary education in the
public schools of Greenwood County, Kansas, and pursued his preparatory course at the Southern Kansas
Academy, at Eureka, from which he was graduated
in 1898, when he was but
eighteen years of age. He
next entered Kansas University, where he
completed
the sophomore year, and next went to
Chicago, where
he became a law student at De Paul
University and
graduated in 1907 with the degree of Bachelor of
Laws. He began practice at PlainviUe, Kansas, in
1909, and in 1911 went to Pittsburg, where he formed
a partnership with Mr. Smith, under the firm style of
Smith & Pedroja, which combination has since continued with offices both at Pittsburg and
Mulberry,
Mr. Pedroja being the representative of the firm at
Mulberry. He has personally represented a uiunber
of large interests in important litigation
during the
last few years and is now an active and successful
practitioner. One year after his arrival at Mulberry,
he was elected city clerk and city attorney, and these
offices he has continued to fill to the
present time,
giving excellent satisfaction to the citizens of this
thriving Crawford County community. Mr. Pedroja 's
practice has covered a wide range. He has an excellent record in general departments of the
law, but his
constructive ability, as shown by the various
organizations with which he has been connected, has won
for him a still higher place in the esteem and confidence of his clients. He is secretary and treasurer of
the Mulberry Coal Company, the McGowan Manufacturing Company, the Seammon Coal Company and the
Mulberry Building and Loan Association, and a director in all these enterprises.
In addition to his own
modern home, located on Perry Street, he owns several other residences at Mulberry.
Fraternally, he is

connected with

Pittsburg Lodge, No. 187, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons; Fort Scott Consistory,
No. 6, thirty-second degree; and Mirzah Temple,
A. A. 0. N. M. S., at Pittsburg, and with Mulberry
Lodge, No. 417, Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
In connection with his profession, he belongs to the
Crawford County Bar Association and the Illinois
State Bar Association, and, as one of the live, energetic men who are doing things for their community,
holds
membership in the Mulberry Boosters' Club. He
votes the republican ticket.

Mr. Pedroja was married in January, 1915, to Miss
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Allie Kurtz, of Mulberry, Kansas, daughter of Philip
and Theresa (Schillings) Kurtz, who are now residents of Mulberry, Mr. Kurtz being a retired farmer
who carried on successful operations for many years
in Cherokee Countj'.

KoLLA Edwin Long, superintendent of the city
schools of Galena, is au educator of wide and diversified experience in the schools of this state, and has
spent altogether upwards of twenty years in a profession which is one of the most important to the
welfare of mankind.
In 1916 he entered upon his fourth consecutive
year as superintendent of the schools of Galeua.
The people of that city take special pride in their
schools, and Mr. Long has done much to raise the
local school standards and improve the different
Under his supervision
departments of instruction.
are six schools, a staff of thirty-seven teachers, and
about seventeen hundred scholars enrolled.
The first school he taught was in 1888. It was a
country district seven miles southeast of Osage MisAfter the year spent there,
sion in Neosho County.
he has consecutively taught for two years in the
country at Blanchevillc in Marshall County; two
years as principal of the high school at Oswego;
three years as princiiial of the city schools of Irving;
two years superintendent of schools at Watcrville;
six years superintendent of schools at Axtel; six
years superintendent at Lincoln; and from Lincoln
he came to Galena.
Mr. Long represents a pioneer family both in Indiana and Kansas. His paternal ancestors came from
England to Ma.ssachusetts in colonial times, and subsequently members of the family went south into
North Carolina. His grandfather, Tobias Long, was
born in 1790 anud about 1827 came west with his
He
family and settled in Greene County, Indiana.
spent his career as a farmer there and died in 1871.
David Long, father of Professor Long, was born
near Pilot Knob, North Carolina, October 2, 1821,
and was a small child when brought to Indiana. He
was reared in Greene Countv of tliat state, was married in Lawrence County, Indiana, and after living
there until 1872 on a farm came in that year to
Kansas.
His first settlement was at a i>oint nine
miles north of old Osage Mission, now St. Paul, but
in the following year he bought a farm of 160 acres
two miles north of St. Paul, where he lived quietly
engaged in his business as a farmer until his death in
March, 1896. He was a republican and a recognized
leader in the Methodist Episcopal Church in Neosho
County. He served as a steward and trustee of his
home church, and in every way gave liberally of his
time and means to the support of the church movement. He married Jeannette Lowdcr, who was born
in Lawrence County, Indi.ana, July 2, 1832, and died
at Erie, Kansas, in November, 1910. They were the
Mathew
parents of a large family of children:
Thomas, a minister of the Methodist Church at Shattuck, Oklahoma, and an inventor of more than local
note; Lindia Ann is the wife of J. J. Fields, editor
and owner of the principal paper at Sentinel, Oklahoma; Cornelius was a teacher and died at Walnut,
Kansas, in 1886; Finley was a teacher in the Government Indian schools and died in New Mexico in 1908;
H. C. Long is in the real estate and insurance business at Ottawa, Kansas John R. is a farmer three
miles south of Stark in Neosho County, Kansas; Holla
E. Long is the seventh in age among the children
Maggie May is a teacher of domestic science in Cali;

;

fornia; Dr. L. L. is a physician and surgeon at
Beaver, Oklahoma.
Holla Edwin Long was born in Lawrence County,
Indiana, April 27, 1869, and was about three years
of age when his parents came to Kansas.
Largely
as a result of his ambition and earnest efforts he has
He began attending
acquired a liberal education.

school in Neosho County, at first the country schools
and the town schools of Osage Mission, and finished
the high school course in the State Normal School at
Emporia. He has received two life teacher's certificates from the State Normal at Emporia, and in
1915 he was awarded the degree Bachelor of Science by the State Manual Training Normal School
at Pittsburg, Kansas.
He also has a diploma in
.•irchitecture from the International Correspondence
School at Scranton, Pennsylvania. He is a constant

student and gained his higher education largely in
the intervals of his work as a teacher. He is a man
of broad human sympathies and keeps in close touch
with every advance made in school affairs.
For many years he lias been identified with the
Kansas State Teachers Association and also with
the Southeast Kansas Teachers' Association.
Ho is
an elder in the Presbyterion Church, a republican in
])olitics, and is affiliated with Axtel Lodge of Masons.
His home is at 100.^ Short Street in Galena.
On June
1896, at Mound Valley, Kansas, Mr.
Long married Miss Edith Brown, daughter of Finley
and Kachel (Bonner) Brown, both now deceased.
Her father, who was a farmer, died in March, 1916.
'

.'i,

William Wallace Brown, general attorney

at

Parsons for the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway
and a director in that railway company, is one of Kansas
prominent lawyers vrith many well earned dis'

The secret of his success
has been hard work. He began practice only after a
thorough preliminary training of self reliance and
after getting his professional education through his
own earnings and efforts.
A native of Kansas, he represents a pioneer family.
Mr. Brown was born in Coffey County ,Iuly 29, 1868.
He is of English ancestry. His grandfather Robert
Brown was born in England, brought his family to
America in 184.5, and became a contractor and builder
in the Stat« of Iowa.
While still at work in his
business he was struck by a beam and that caused his
death about 1857.
He died in Iowa.
Charles Brown, father of W. W. Brown, was bom
at Beverly, Yorkshire, England, November 14, 1832.
He was thirteen years of ago when ho came to
America and he grew up at Maquoketa, Iowa.
After finishing his education he became a farmer. In
1857 at the .age of twenty-five he moved from Maquoketa, Iowa, to Kansas, and was one of the early settlers in the territory.
His permanent home was on a
farm along the line between Anderson and Coffey
A few years after coming to Kansas he
counties.
enlisted in the Tenth Kansas Regiment of Infantry,
and was in active service during the war, principally
in Missouri, Arkansas and Indian Territory.
He was
in the battle of Prairie Grove, Arkansas, and served
with the Kansas troops in repelling Price's raid.
After the war he homesteaded eighty .acres and was
married in 1865. He then settled down to farming
and proved a man of unusual energy and success in
that business.
He w.as both a farmer and stock
raiser and eventu.ally he had fully 400 acres of Land
in his possession.
In the early days he was actively
identified with the Grange or Patrons of Husbandry,
but in later years became somewhat dissatisfied with
tinctions in the profession.
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its management and methods.
munity he was always active and

his home
influential.

com-

He

served seven years as county commissioner and held
He was a prominent republiall the township offices.
can, and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
After a life filled with usefulness he died at his home
in Coffey County February 10, 1915, in his eightyCharles Brown married Miss Mary Isathird year.
She was born in Cattaraugus County,
bella Hinde.
New York, in 1842 and her death occurred on the
homestead farm' in Coffey County, Kansas, in 1892.
Mr. W. W. Brown was the oldest of their four chilThe next younger, Louie Grace died in Coffey
dren.
County in 1895 as the wife of William Sharp, who is

now

in

Los

Angeles, California.
Maggie
A. Striegel, and they now live
on their farm forty miles west of Wichita near MurFred E., the youngest of the family,
dock, Kansas.
now occupies the old homestead in Coffey County.
Though reared on a farm the ambitions of William Wallace Brown early pointed to a professional
career.
He attended the district schools of Coffey
County, the high school at Burlington, and then
entered the University of Kansas where he completed
the classical course and received the degree A. B.
in 1892.
The following two years were spent in a
schoolroom as teacher, and he was principal of the
high school at Abilene, Kansas. Mr. Brown devoted
several attentive years to the study of law in a law
office at Burlington, Kansas, and in 1896, gained the
coveted goal of admission to the bar.
The twenty years since his admission have been
years of growing experience and increasing ability
in his profession.
He practiced at Burlington until
1902, then at Emporia until April, 1905, and came
to Parsons as assistant general attorney of the MisIn July,
souri, Kansas & Texas Railroad Company.
1913, he was advanced to the position of general
attorney, and now fills one of the most prized positions in the legal profession in the st&te.
He is
widely known as a railroad lawyer throughout the
west.
His offices are in the General Office
Building
of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad at Parsons.
Besides his position as legal adviser to the
company
he is also one of the directors.
Mr. Brown is a successful business man. He owns
considerable real estate in Parsons, has a fine farm
of 160 acres on the Neosho River near
Burlington,
and is president of the Burlington Lumber
Company.
He is a member of the Presbyterian Church,
is past
master of Emporia Lodge No. 12, Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons, and a member of Emporia Chapter
No. 12, Royal Arch Masons, Parsons
Council, Royal
and Select Masters. He is also identified with the
Parsons Chamber of Commerce and
belongs to the
Labette County, the State and the American Bar
living

Amanda married H.

associations.

In 1906 at Emporia he married Miss Frances Evans.
is a daughter of
Judge E. N. Evans, a prominent
attorney of Emporia, who has filled the positions of
both probate and district
judge there.

She

Asa Knowles Talbot.

It is no small distinction
the business world to create and build
up a
business which is generally
recognized as the leader
of its kind in a
That is the place
city or county.
occupied by the A. K. Talbot Harness and Manufacturing Company at Coffeyville. It is the leading
loncern in the handling of harness and other goods
in
Montgomery County, and Mr. Talbot has also
developed a factory for the manufacture of leather

in

novelties and
concern.

1981
is

at the head of a very successful

While he has spent nearly all his life in Kansas,
Mr. Talbot was born near Owensvillc, Indiana, February 2, 1871. The Talbots are of Scotch-Irish
descent.
His father, William H. Talbot, who was
born in Ohio in 1839, was one of five sons, three of
whom identified themselves with southern states and
two went to Indiana. William H. Talbot was married at Evansville, Indiana, and in following his
trade as plasterer and brick mason resided there, at
Owensville, Princeton and other places in the state.
He made a most creditable military record, having
served throughout the war from 1861 to 1865 witli
the First Indiana Cavalry. He participated in the
early campaigns by which Southwestern Missouri
was cleared of Confederate forces, and fought at
the battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas. He was three
times wounded. In 1877 he came to Kansas, first
locating at Virgil, and in 1890 retiring to Toronto,
where he died August 4, 1900. The maiden name
of liis wife was Elizabeth Knowles.
She was born
in Georgia in 1S44 ;.nd is still living at Toronto,
Kansas. Her children were: Luella, wife of H. G.
Marshall, a merchant at Mead, Kansas; Asa K.;
Myrtle, -^ife of U. S. G. Collins, a telegraph operator
at Oklahoma City; Jennie, who lives at Toronto,
the widow of Earl Russell, who was a merchant;
and Gilbert, an engineer for the Portland Cement
Company at lola, Kansas.
In the public schools of Toronto and Eureka,
Kan.sas, Asa K. Talbot received his early education.
At the age of twenty he took up his independent
career, learning the liarness trade at Toronto, and
completing an apprenticeship in 1894. For a number of years he workeil as a journeyman, spending
six years with Mr. Neill at Sedan, Kansas, and
coming to Coffeyville in 1900. At Coffeyville he
entered the employ of C. G. Geissler, and was with
him a year and a half. In April, 1902, after the
death of Mr. Geissler, Mr. Talbot bought the business from his widow, and has since conducted the
leading harness house of the city. The business is
now conducted under the name of Talbot Saddlery
Company, and manufactures all classes of harness
and leather novelties which find an extensive distribution over a wide territory. The home of the
business is at Tenth and Walnut streets.
Mr. Talbot resides at 404 Elm Street, and also
owns a residence at 1117 West Eleventh Street and
some other city real estate. Since coming to Coffeyville he has made himself a public spirited and
energetic citizen. For five years he served as a
director and is still a member of the
Montgomery
County Fair Association. He also belongs to the
Chamber of Commerce, is affiliated with Coffeyville
Camp No. 665, Modern Woodmen of America, and
("offeyville Lodge No. 775, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
Politically he is a democrat.
In 1898, at Sedan, Kansas, Mr. Talbot married
Miss Anna Lee, daughter of John and Nellie Lee.
Her father, who was a stockman, is deceased, and
her mother is living at Sedan. Mr. and Mrs. Talbot
have two children: Nellie, who died young; and
Leah, who is a student in the public" schools at
Coffeyville.

Millard Fillmore Wood. A little more than forty
years ago Millard F. Wood came to MontgomeryCounty, a young school teacher.
While he taught
school for a time, he also interested himself in Tmproving a homestead claim, and afterwards advanced
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rapidly in business and also in politics. lie is now
secretary and treasurer of the Ideal Supply Company.
.\n Illinois man by birth, he was born at Aviston,
His grandClinton County, November 12, 1850.

Wiley Wood, was born in Virginia in 1791,
and was a farmer and one of the early circuit riders
father,

of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1872 he came
to Kansas, and died in Mound Valley Township of
Labette County in 1876.
William Devers Wood, father of Mr. M. F. Wood,
was born in Tennessee in 1822. His early boyhood
days were spent in Indiana, and from there ho moved
to Aviston, Illinois, where he was a merchant and
In 1880 he moved from Illinois
also postmaster.
to Cherryvale, Kansas, and continued the mercantile
He was a
business there until his death in 1896.
republican, a deacon and local preacher in the
Methodist Ei)isiopal Church, and when a very young
man enlisted and offered his services in the Mexican
.

war, being rejected on account of physical disability.
William D. Wood ninrricd Naomi Carr Lear, who was
born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 1828. She was
descended from Charles McMicken, who was a prominent iihilanthropist and founded and dedicated the
McMicken University at Cincinnati, Ohio. He also
gave large sums of money to the Methodist bishops
who were promoting the colonization of American
negroes in Liberia, Africa. ^
Millard F. Wood spent his early life in Aviston,
Illinois, where he attended the public schools, and
he finished his junior year in McKendree College at
The county superintendent of
Lebanon, Illinois.
schools then appointed him to a scholarship in the
State Normal at Bloomington, and he attended that
On leaving school he
school in 1871 for one term.
taught in Clinton County, Illinois, and in 1873 he
moved to Labette County in Southeastern Kansas and
from there came to Montgomery County in 1874.
Here he took up a claim of 160 acres, and after the

From his homestead
year resumed teaching.
he moved to Cherryvale, where he was in the drug
business for two years, and subsequently added departments of dry goods and groceries, and continued
in that Inisiness and also as a dealer in livestock until
1880.
The firm was known as Anderson & Wood,
and it was one of the prominent early firms in the
After selling his interest Mr. Wood was
county.
appointed, in 1880, as census enumerator for the
City of Cherryvale and the Township of Cherry,
Those duties completed, he was associat<>d with his
father in the mercantile business until 188.5, in which
year he accepted the nomination for the office of
county treasurer. Elected, he served two terms of
four years, and during that time he lived in IndeIn 1890, on retiring from the office of
pendence.
county treasurer, he became a plumbing contractor
and an ice dealer and remained in business along
those lines at Independence until 1892.
In 1893 he
became associated with the First National Bank of
Mr. Wood was the first city clerk of
Cherryvale.
Cherryvale after it became a city of the third class,
and filled that office for seven years. He .also spent a
long time with the board of education and assisted
first

in securing the building of several new schoolhouses
at Cherryvale.
In 189-1 Mr. Wood again returned to Independence
and has since been in the sanitary contracting busiHe installed all the steam heating and plumbness.
ing of the fine Carl-Leon Hotel at Independence, and
has had a number of contracts for the city, including
the plumbing in the Independence City Hospital, and
has installed much of the work in the modern resi-

On November 7, 1916, he was elected county
commissioner of the Second District of Montgomery
County.
Mr. Wood is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, belongs to the Commercial Club and the Elks,
and has active fraternal relations with Fortitude
Lodge No. 107, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
Keystone Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Masons; St.
Bernard Commandery No. 10, Knights Templar;
Abdallah Temple of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
.at
Leavenworth; Lodge No. 17, Ancient Order of
Unit-ed Workmen, and Camp No. 1 of the Woodmen
of the World.
He is past high priest of the Royal
Arch Chapter and is now secretary.

dences.

On March 1, 1874, at Cherryvale, Mr. Wood married Ida E. Paxon, a daughter of the late Seth and
Mercy (Webster) Paxon. Her mother belonged to
the noted Webster family of the same stock which
proiluced Daniel Webster. Mrs. Wood 's father was a
Idacksniith and originally lived near BufTalo, New
York. Mr. and Mrs. Wood have two children: IBcrtha
wife of Howard G. Jones, a pharmacist; Clarence
William is a railway postoffice clerk on the runs
between Kansas City and CoffcyvUle, Kansas, on the
Missouri Pacific Railroad, and lives at Kansas City,
Kansas.
E.,

Prof. Herbert M. Howison'.

As one of

the flour-

ishing cities of Kansas, Parsons has representatives
in nearly all the industries and professions.
As a
developer of its musical interest the city has recently
received an important addition in the person of

Herbert M. Howison, a prominent professional musician and a man of wide experience as a teacher and
devotee of the .art.
Professor Howison is a young man of much talent
and has been thoroughly trained in many of the best
schools and under some of the best instructors of the
The family have lived in this country for
country.
about four generations. The original Howisons were
residents of the Scandinavian Peninsula, removed
from there to Scotland, and there the stock was fused
with the Scotch and English races. On emigrating to
America Mr. Howison 's ancestors located in New

York

State.
His grandfather was Robert Howison,
and was a pioneer cattle drover from New York State

to Chicago.

On

lost his life

and

one of his trips through the We«t he
is supposed to have been killed by

Indians.

Herbert Milford Howison was born at Chippewa
His father,
Lake, Michigan, November 21, 1888.
.lames Robert Howison, who was born In New York
State in 1851, spent the first thirteen years of his life
there, .and then went with his mother to Michigan.
He has been identified with the lumber business all
his active career, and chiefly as superintendent of
lumber yards. In 1904 he moved his family to Albuquerque, New Mexico, and in 1909 returned to Michigan and located in Saginaw, where he had previously
After one year he again
resided for twelve years.
went to the Southwest and was in business in Chihuahua, Old Mexico, until compelled to leave that
country on account of the revolutionary troubles.
From there he went to Oregon, but in 1915 located in
Lake Charles, Louisiana, where he still resides. He
is

,a

ern

member

of the M.osonic fraternity and the Modof America and politically he is a
.James R. Howison married Hannah

Woodmen

republicafn.

Tubbs, who was born in St. .Tohns, Michigan, in 1853.
They had only two children. Professor Howison 's
older brother is Charles C, who is a foreman in the
DuPont powder factory at Wilmington, Delaware.
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Howison spent in
he attended the public
He was also a student in the preparatory
schools.
New Mexico and from
department of the University of
1904 to 1900 attended the University of New Mexico
School of Music. In 190G-07 he was a student in Martin College in Tennessee, and from 1907 to 1912 continued his training for the musical profession in the
Oberlin Conservatory of Music at Oberlin, Ohio.
From 1912 to 191.5 Mr. Howison was director of
the Lake Charles Conservatory of Music in Louisiana,
and made a splendid record while there. At Lake
Charles he was cnoir director of the First Baptist
Church from 1912 lo 1914, and of the First PresbyteHe is well
rian church during tlie foUovring year.
known in musical organizations and in 1914 was chairman of the Standardization Committee, and a member of the Executive Committee and the State Piano
Committee of the Louisiana Music Teachers' Association, and in 1915 served as president of the association.
During the selogl year 1915-16 Mr. Howison
was director of musi( in Oswego College for Women
in the State of Kansis, and in July, 1915, located at
Parsons, where he new has his home and studio and
is rapidly building uj a large clientage as a teacher.
He is a member of the Association of Presidents
and Past Presidents of State and National Teachers
Associations, is a mamber of the executive committee
of the Sansas Statf Music Teachers' Association and
ehairnuu of the program committee for 1917, and
Politically
holds m accredited teachers' certificate.
he is iidependent, and his church membersliip is with
the Pesbyterian denomination.
In September, 1915, at Lake Charles, Louisiana,
Mr. lowison married Miss Florence Kinnear. Her
pareES are Dr. H. N. and Hannah (Tilton) Kinnear,
reside at Foo Chow, China.
who

Most of

his early life Professor

Michigan,

Saginaw,

where

'

pw

He was about eleven
Fleming County, Kentucky.
years of age when brought to Kansas, and he attended
the public schools of Valeda.
The first twenty-one
years of his life he spent on his father's farm. Then
for five years he was an independent farmer at Valeda, and after that became associated with his father
in the general merchandise business. After the death
of his father the store was turned over to him and
he has since managed it and his genial popularity
and his ability as a merchant have caused a large
volume of trade to center at Valeda in recent years.
His store is well situated on Main Street.

In October, 1914, Mr. Fitch was appointed postmaster of Valeda by President Wilson, and is now
giving a capable administration of the affairs of that
ofiSce.
He is a democrat, is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Coffeyville, with
Camp No. 7511, Modern Woodmen of America, at
Valeda and is also a member of the Homesteaders
'

Order.

In July, 1896, at Valeda, Mr. Fitch married Anna
McCarty, daughter of Isaac and Margaret (Sharp)
Her
McCarty, both of whom are now deceased.
father was a farmer and also a preacher, representing
what is known as the Hardshell Baptist denomination.
Mr. and Mrs. Fitch are the parents of a fine family
of seven children:
Claude, born January 26, 1897";
Albert, born February 16, 1899; Esther, bom June
24, 1902; John, born July 31, 1904; Cliftord, born
August 28, 1906; Wayne, born June 29, 1908; and
Hazel, born May 22, 1910.
A. H. McCakty. When the Valeda State Bank
was organized at Valeda, June 1, 1915, under a state
charter, the institution was given a good start not
only by reason of its capital of $10,000, and by the
subsequent accumulation of a surplus of $2,500, but
also because of the excellent men who were its stock-

Valeda is one of the flourishvillages in Labette County and to a large
degiB the business activities of the place are concenlited in the enterprise of one citizen, Charles V.
the leading store of
Fitc), who owns and manages

holders and origiflal officers and directors. The president of the bank is A. E. Townseud, the vice president
W. H. Bollman, and the cashier A. H. McCarty, all
well known residents of Valeda and vicinity.
The
bank erected its home on Main Street in 1915.

thatJommunity and is also the present postmaster.
V. Fitch was born in Fleming County, Kentucky,
Mafe, 1875. His Fitch ancestors came from England
His grandfather,
to 'irginia in colonial days.
Naian Fitch, was born in Kentucky, spent his life
the as a farmer, and died in Fleming County.
E. Fitch, father of the Valeda mercnant, was
He
ala prominently known in that part of Kansas.
wa born in Fleming County, Kentucky, in 1848,
w] reared and married there, and his early years
wl spent as a farmer. In 1886 he moved to Valeda,
wre he continued farming, but for the last twelve
vis of his life was engaged in general merchandisHe died there in 1913. When he first
irjat Valeda.
bin to east his vote it was as a republican, but later
hldentified himself with the populist movement and
For two terms he
si later became a democrat.

The cashier, A. H. McCarty, was born in Des Moines
His ancestors were
County, Iowa, March 21, 1863.
originally from Ireland, but have been in this country
since colonial times, first having settled in Virginia.
Isaac MeCarty, his father, was born in Claiborne
County, Tennessee, in 1824. Two years later in 1826
his parents took him to Indiana, in which state he
grew to manhood. He then moved to Henry County,
Iowa, followed farming for many years in Iowa, and
in 1885 came to Oswego, Kansas, and soon afterwards
to Valeda, where he continued farming until his death
in 1908.
He was a democrat and a member of the
Isaac McCarty married Margaret
Baptist Church.
Ann Sharp. Slie was born in Indiana in 1828 and

CaELES V. Fitch.

ing

.

1983

fnall

I

He
sJed as township trustee of Howard township.
wjan active member of the United Brethren Church.

married Fannie Wallingford, who was
Fleming County, Kentucky, in 1850, and is

Sp. Fitch
in

bj

living at Valeda. Her children were: Charles V.;
who died at the age of twenty years, having

si

Iter,

bl

drowned near Lenapah, Oklahoma, while engaged

ol.

cattle drive through that territory; Lulu, wife
P. MeCarty, who is a farmer at Blue Mountain,

insas; Mary, wife of F. 6. Mulenix, a steam
operator living at Denver, Colorado.
arles V. Fitch received his earlv education in

sl*l

died at Valeda in 1896.
A. H. MeCarty received his early education irf the
public schools of Des Moines County and Henry
County, Iowa. Some years later in 1889 he attended
a business college at Burlington, Iowa. He has been
a resident of Kansas since 1885 and for thirt.v years
has been one of the leading citizens of Labette
County. For five years he served as deputy county
clerk, county clerk two years, has been a member of
the school board and township trustee, and through
all his relations, whether as a farmer, public official
or banker has given an excellent account of himself.
Besides his position as stockholder and officer in the
Valeda State Bank, Mr. McCarty still owns a fine
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farm of 240 acres a mile south of Valoda, and also
has a comfortable residence on Howard Street.
He is a democrat, an active member of the Baptist
Church and belongs to the Kansiis Bajikers' AssociaIn 1891 at Oswego he married Miss Ida M.
tion.
Ames, daughter of Asa Ames, now deceased, who
was a Kansas farmer. Mr. and Mrs. McCarty have
Ira D., who was born February 21,
two children:
school at
1897, and was graduated from the high
Altamont in 191G; and Isaac, born February 25, 1898.

Albert Erskine Wilson, who is a son of that splenMontgomery County pioneer, the late Ebenezer
Erskine Wilson", has had an active business career
at Coffeyville covering a period of twenty years,
during which time he has progressed from the position of stenographer and clerk to head of one of the
leading elevator companies of Southern Kansas, and
did

has also acquired other business interests.
His birth occurred in Independence, Kansas, February 24, 1S76. Mr. Wilson is descended from a
family that originally lived in Scotland, and among
his direct ancestors were the noted Erskines of
The Wilsons came from Scotland to
Scotland.
Pennsylvania.
His father, Ebenezer Erskine Wilson, was born
at Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, November 21. 1838.
Soon after reaching manhood, in 1861, he enlisted as
a private in the Second West Virginia Cavalry of
the Union army, and was promoted to captain of a
company. He was in service throughout the war,
in many of the great battles and campaigns, and
was with Grant at Appomattox. Soon after the war
he went west to Illinois, and while at Galesburg
married !Miss Betty Braden. She died si.x months
after their marriage.
On August 28, 1869, Ebenezer E. Wilson arrived
in Kansas, and as president of the Independence
Townsite Company laid out a large portion of that
town. The negotiations had hardly been completed
for the removal of the Indians from this section of

Kansas, and Montgomery County was then on the
extreme frontier. During the remainder of his life
E. E. Wilson played a dominant part in the activiafifairs of his homo city of Independence.
the second mayor of that city.
He and
F. D. Irwin built the first store on the townsite and
as the firm of Wilson & Irwin conducted a general
merchandise stock for a number of years. Later he
became assistant county treasurer under Cary Oakcs
and also under treasurer Joseph Barricklow for four
years, and was then himself elected county treasurer
and held the office four years. He was associated
with the Commercial Bank, and as president of the
Independence School Board laid the foundation of
the public school system. He took a great interest
in higher education and was himself a man of
tho;'Ough scholarship, a deep thinker, and by his
interest as a historian and writer preserved much
of the interesting chronicles of early Montgomery
County. He contributed numerous articles to the
South Kansas Tribune and his work as a historian
can be best appreciated from the Edwards Historical
Atlas of Montgomery County which was published
in 1881, the historical part of which was v\Titten by
him.
When the Montgomery County Agricultural Society was organized in 1871 he became its first secreHe was an active republican, was a member
tary.
of McPherson Post No. 4, Grand .\rmy of the Republic, and as regular attendant of the Congrega-

ties

and

He was

Church took a great interest in its affairs and
helped support it both by his personal influence and
One of the prominent
in other substantial ways.
men of his time, he naturally associated with the
makers of history in that section of Kansas, and
was a ]>ersonal friend of L. U. Humphrey, one time
governor of Kansas.
Ebenezer E. Wilson died at Independence, Kansas,
August 2S, 1894. For his second wife he married

tional

Morna Moore.

Her fatlier, Alexander Hamilton
Moore, was the second postmaster of Independence.
Mrs. E. E. Wilson was born at Galesburg, Illinois,
November 28, 1846, and died at Independence,
Kansas, .lanuary 29, 1890. Her children were six
in number, Albert E. being the second in age. Zell,

the oldest, is the wife of A. T. Stewart, who is
general freight agent for the Missouri Pacific Bailway at Kansas City, Missouri. Floyd M., a resident
of Hartman, Colorado, is manager of the Denver
Alfalfa Milling and Products Company, which has
five plants located at Hartman, Bristol, Wiley, Cornman and McClave, Colorado. Sallie, twin sister of
Floyd, is the wife of W. R. Forker, who is general
sales agent and a stockholder of the Moreland Motor
Company at Los Angeles, Califtrnia. Jane M. is the
wife of Thomas E. Wagstaff, a prominent lawyer of
Independence, Kansas. George T., a resident of Los
Angeles, is state agent in California for the Alfalfa
Milling and Mixing Machinery Company.
Albert Erskine Wilson, who w.as fourteen 7ear8 of
age when his mother died and eighteen when his
father passed away, received his early education in
the Independence public schools but left school when
a senior in high school on account of the death of
his father.
Going to St. Louis he finished a six
months' course in shorthand in 1896, then in the same'
vear returned to Kansas and became stenoprapher
This
"for the firm of Hall & Robinson at Coffeyville
firm operated the Missouri Pacific elevator ct Cof-

He was promoted to bookkeeper, tien to
feyville.
superintendent of the elevator, and held that pisition
Mr. Wilson then resigntl and
until .Tuly 1, 1913.
organized the Wilson Elevator Company, of .vhich
he is president and general manager. He eased
from the Missouri Pacific Railroad its teraiinal
elevator at Coffeyville and this is now one (f the
substantial businesses of the kind in Southern
Kansas.
The vice president of the compaiy is
Thomas E. Wagstaff of Independence and the -ecretary and treasurer is Mrs. Vera D. Wilson, wife of
:Mr'. Wilson.
The offices arc at 908 Maple Street.
Politically Mr. Wilson is a standpat republican.
He is a member of the Commercial Club, has sirved
as president of the Coffeyville Country Club, beiongt;
to the Presbyterian Church and is affiliated with
Keystone Lodge No. 102, Ancient Free and Accrpted
Masons

at Coffeyville, Coffeyville Chapter No. S9.
Royal Arch Masons, Lochinvar Commandery No.
'>2, Kniehts Templars, and Coffeyville Lodge N«. 77,5
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Ells.
Mr. Wilson and family reside at 612 Lincoln Slfeet.
On .Tune 2, 1909, at Independence he married Miss
Vera Doyle.
Her parents, both now dec«:i8ed.
formerly resided at Hastings, Michigan. Mrs. Wilson graduated from the Hastings High School ami
from the Hackley Manual Training School of
Muskegon, Michigan, and before her marriage was
domestic science teacher in the Coffeyville High
School.
They are the parents of two children:
Albert E., Jr., born December 24, 1910; and H;irriet
Elizabeth, born August 24, 1915.
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Henry Seymour Sewell. For a man of forty
years Henry S. Sewell has had more than an ordinary
record of success in business affairs. He is one of the
well known merchants of Independence, owns extensive properties in that city and in other sections of
Southern Kansas, and all his prosperity is a result
of continued concentrated effort through the years
since he left home and started out to carve his own
career.

Born in Montgomery County, Kansas, October 4,
Henry Seymour Sewell is a son of J. B. and
Mary M. (James) Sewell, and a grandson of J. 6.
and Catherine (Maybury) Sewell. His grandparents
were among the early pioneers of Montgomery County, having arrived here in 1871 and taking up a homestead about twelve miles from Indejiendence.
They
1876,

were Tennessee people, steady, industrious, people of
high principles, and in the past forty-five years the
family has left its mark on affairs in Montgomery
County in many ways. Mr. J. B. Sewell, father of
the Independence merchant, is now in the mercantile
business and is postmaster at Bolton, and his career
is sketched on otlier pages of this publication.
While a boy Henry S. Sewell attended the public
As he was one of a
schools of Montgomery County.
family of nine children, he saw the necessity of selfsupport at an early age, and therefore contributed
labors that he could to helping out his father,
in the mercantile business. He learned
the trade of butcher and at the age of twenty-one
started out for himself.
In the meantime he had
given all his wages as a contribution to the support
of the household.
Beginning at Independence as a meat cutter and
clerk, he worked there steadUy until 1902, and then
for a year was a meat cutter at Tyro, Kansas. The
following eighteen months were spent in the oil fields
of Montgomery County, and he then resumed his
trade in the meat business at Independence for two
all his

who was then

years.

Hard and persistent work and thrift and saving
eventually gave him a little capital which, in 1907,
he employed by opening a stock of groceries and
meats on his own account. His first store was on
West Sycamore Street in Independence, and later he
built up a large store on East Main Street, but he
has since traded it for a farm of 160 acres in Chautauqua County. His principal store now is at 1001
West Myrtle Street. Besides his farm in Chautauqua
County, he has an excellent place of eighty acres
ten miles southeast of Burlington in Coffey County,
owns a house and four lots in Bolton, and his residence
at 1001 West Myrtle Street.
Mr. Sewell is independent in politics, and is aflSliated with Camp No. 649, Modern Woodmen of AmerOn September 22, 1907, at
ica, at Independence.
Troy, Ohio, he married Miss Stella Bowers, daughter
of W. M. and Mary Bowers, who still live at Troy,
Ohio, where her father is a finisher in painting automobiles.
Mr. and Mrs. Sewell have two children,
William Seymour, born September 2, 1908, and now
in

the

public schools

born April 26, 1913.

at Independence;

Batmond WiLLiAir Moore, M. D.

and Irene,

a vast field of knowledge and the successful
physician must be a man of varied learning. Never
at any time has the healing art demanded more in its
practioners than at the present day and never has the
profession given so fair an account of itself. Find
the leading physician in a community and this acquaintance will indicate, with few exceptions, the
Tiraces_

man

of most intellectual attainments, the keenest
mind, the most progressive spirit. In this category
stands Eaymond William Moore, president of the
Crawford County Medical Society, who since 1899 has
been engaged in practice at Arcadia.
Doctor Moore was born at Marshall, Saline County,
Missouri, September 22, 1872, and is a son of Levi J.
and Nancy Priscilla (Horsman) Moore. The family
originated in Ireland and settled at an early date in
Ohio, probably during colonial times, and the doctor's
grandfather, a farmer of the Buckeye State, died
there in 18.58. Levi J. Moore was born May 1, 1842,
in Hocking County, Ohio, where he was reared and
educated and where he resided until young manhood,
when he removed to Iowa. While living in the latter
state the Civil war came on and in 1861 he enlisted in
the Third Iowa Cavalry, with which he fought in a
number of severe engagements, including the battle
of Pea Eidge. Shortly after that engagement he received a severe injury which incapacitated him for
further duty at the front, and he was accordingly
transferred to the One Hundred and Sixty-ninth Battalion, Veteran Reserve Corps, and did hospital duty
during the rest of the war. Following the declaration
of peace, he removed to Johnson County, Missouri,
where he was employed as a stonemason for several
years, and was there married, October 24, 1868, to
Nancy Priscilla Horsman. who was born October 2,
1848, in Hardin County, Ohio. Not long thereafter,
they went to St. Genevieve County, Missouri, where
Mr. Moore also followed his trade, and later to Randolph County, Illinois, where for a time he engaged
in farming.
In 188.5 Mr. Moore returned to Missouri
and located in Vernon County, and there continued to
be engaged in agricultural pursuits during the remainder of his life. His death occurred on his farm,
in 1896.
Mr. Moore was a republican, and an active
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to which
Mrs. Moore, who survives him and resides at Nevada,
Missouri, also belongs.
They, were the parents of
seven children, as follows: Leon Louis, born November 26, 1870, a mail carrier of Nevada, Missouri;
Raymond William; Annetta, born October 26, 1877,
who follows photography as a vocation and resides
with her mother; Carl H., born October 6, 1880, who
is a master mechanic and resides at Pueblo, Colorado;
Caswell A., born February 5, 1883, who is identified
with the International Harvester Company, at Kansas City, Missouri; Donna V., born October 15, 1886,
who is a hospital attendant; and Lynn J., born October .SI, 1889, who occupies an excellent position with
the Oregon Short Line Railroad, at Portland, Oregon.
Eaymond William Moore received his early education in the public schools of Missouri and Illinois, following which he attended the State Normal School at
Warreusburg, Missouri. He left that institution in
189.'i and for four years ta.ught in the public schools
of Vernon County, IXissouri, in the meantime prosecuting his medical studies. He matriculated in the University Medical College in September, 1896, and was
graduated from that institution in March, 1899. At
this time the Spanish-American war came on and
Doctor Moore entered the hospital department as hos-

and was stationed

at Camp Alger,
Pennsylvania, for six
months. Whan this serrice was completed he returned
to Missouri, and in 1897 and 1898 was interne in the
University Hospital at Kansas City, and then entered
that institution as a student and was graduated in
1899 with the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
On April 3, 1899, Doctor Moore established himself
in an office at Arcadia, and since then has built up a

steward,
Virginia, and
pital

Medicine em-

1985

Camp Meade,
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large and representative practice in general medicine
and surgery. He lias continued to be a close and
careful student, and in 1910 took a special course at
the New York Post Graduate Medical School and
Hospital, specializing in diseases of the rectum and
He now
physical diagnosis -of the heart and lungs.
maintains well-appointed offices over the Home State
Bank, where he has every instrument and appliance
known to the profession,' and a large and valuable
medical library.
Recognizing the value of medical
societies to the physician, he has long been afiiliated
with the leading associations, including the Crawford
County Medical Society, the Kansas Medical Society,
the Southeastern Kansas Medical Society and the
American Medical Association, and the high esteem in
which he is held by his fellow practitioners is shown
in the fact that he is president of the county society.
Fraternally, the doctor is affiliated with Arcadia
Lodge, No. 329, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
Fort Scott Consistory No. 6, thirty-second degree;
Arcadia Lodge, No. 401, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows; the Fraternal Aid Union, and Arcadia Lodge,
No. 159, Ancient Order of United Workmen. He has
always l)een a friend of the schools, and at this time
As a repubis secretary of the board of education.
lican Doctor Moore was elected twice to the mayoralty
chair of Arcadia, and gave the people sound, practical
and businesslike administrations, which were characterized by numerous greatly needed civic reforms.
He is a director of the Arcadia Building and Loan
jVssociation, and in addition to his own pleasant and
modern home' on Kace Street, is the owner of several
other dwelling properties. He has always lent his aid

movements and can be counted upon
worthy enterprises.
Doctor Moore was married October 22, 1901, at
Kansas City, Missouri, to Miss Anna May Downing,
daughter of Mrs. Violetta Downing, who divides her
time between the homes of Mrs. Moore, at Arcadia,
and ajiother daughter, who lives at St. Louis, Missouri.
Doctor and Mrs. Moore are the parents of
three children: Maude, born September 2, 1902, who
is a freshman at the Arcadia High School; Ralph D.,
bom October 27, 1903, who is an eighth-grade student
in the public school and Abby Jane, born September

to progressive
to supjiort all

;

10, 1907,
school.

who

is

in

the fifth grade of the public

WiLUAM Paxton Hazen, who

died

at

Chetopa,

was for many years a sucHis widow, Mrs. Addie
cessful Kansas banker.
(Glass) Hazen, who survives him, is widely known in
women's circles in Kansas, and is especially active
in charitable and jihilanthropic enterprises in her
Kansas,

home

Ajiril

16, 1909,

city.

Mr. Hazen died when at the high tide of his usefulHo was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, July
His father, David Hazen, was a lawyer
10, 1858.

ness.

by profession, practiced for many years in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, but died in Erie, Kansas. Mr. Hazen 's
matern.ll grandmother, Mary Ewing, had her pew
in tho First Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh for
more than forty years. She was tho wife of Judge
Ewing, a very prominent attorney of Western PennMr. Hazen on liis mother's side is also a
sylvania.
descend.ant of Koger Williams of colonial history.
William P. Hazen was educated in the public
schools of Pittsburgh, and after reaching manhood his
parents came west to Otley, Iowa, and while in that
state he attended the Agricultural College at Ames.
On leaving school he came to Cherryv.ile, Kansas, in
He was cashier
1880, and from there to Thayer.

of a bank in Thayer until 1887, and then helped
to build and organize the Farmers and Merchants
Bank at Erie, Kansas, in which he held the post of
After that for three years he
cashier until 1893.
was connected with the National Bank of Pittsburg,
Kansas, and then for a year was in the brokerage
business at Baltimore, Maryland. Returning to Kansas and locating at Arkans.'is City he was appointed
assistant bank commissioner for the State of Kansas,
and was still serving in that position when he died.

He had 108 banks under

his

supervision

and was

regarded as one of the most competent examiners in
the state.

The late Mr. Hazen was a
in his personal and public life.
some ideals in public affairs,

man
He

of single purity
stood for wholeand was one of the

For six
instigators of the reform party in politics.
years he edited the Advance at Chetopa. Politically
He loved
lie was a republican of progressive type.
Kansas. He loved the Kansas prairies, the flowers,
He was conthe institutions and the men of Kansas.
nected with the Chamber of Commerce of Pittsburg,
with the Modern Woodmen of America, the Ancient
Order of United Workmen, the Bankers Life of Des
Moines, Iowa, and with the Knights Templar Masons,
Pittsburg Conimanden,-. He licld a number of offices
in tho Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mr. Hazen married Miss Addie Glass. Mrs. Hazen
was born in Rockport, Indiana, January 13, 1864,
and was educated in the Rockport College. He is
an active member of the Methodist Episcopal Church
and is one of the organizers of the Wednesday Club

This club is affiliated with both the
of Chetopa.
state and national Federation of Women's Clubs.
In July, 1916, Mrs. Hazen returned to Chctojia after
seven years spent in Baldwin, Kansas, where she
lived while her children were attending Baker ColShe owned a residence in Baldwin. In both
lege.
these cities she is well known for her social prominence and is a member of the school board of the
public schools of Chetopa.
Mrs. Hazen is a daughter of T. Milton Glass, a
He was born at
well-known citizen of Chetopa.
Bardstown, Kentucky, .^iiril 10, 1835, and when he

was quite young his parents removed to Terre Haute,
He
Indiana, where he was reared and educated.
has always been a farmer and farm owner, but has
He came to Kansas in
usually lived in some town.
1885, locating in Oswego, and bought extensively
farm lands between Oswego and Chetopa. Since 1898
his home has been in Chetopa and he now owns 210
acres in Cherokee and Labette counties, having sold
the rest of his farm interests. His home is on Plum
Street in Clietojia, and he also has a half block of
Mr. Glass is a republican and has
lots in that city.
held a place in" the city council of Chetopa for three

member

of the Methodist Episcopal
enlisted in the Union
army at tho last call for troops and was with the
Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry as a first lieutenant.
Mr. Glass married Melissa Miller, who was bom at
Their children
Patriot, Indiana, March 8, 1841.
were: Nellie, who died at the age of fourteen: Mrs.
Hazen; Willard, who was murdered by a robber at
in 1898; and a daughter that died

terms.

Church.

He

is

a

During the

Civil

war he

Welsh, Oklahoma,
in infancy.

The Glass ancestry came

originally from

Ireland.

Mrs. Hazen is the mother of three children, all of
are exceedingly competent young people, and
have entered upon very promising careers of usefulThe son, Willard Glass, was graduated from
ness.

whom

•jl^K
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Baker University at Baldwin, with the degree A.
five

make his life work
also a director in the Morgan
Gardner Mercantile Company at Baldwin, and while
a resident of Baldwin served as city treasurer^ He
its

every detail, and plans to

in that

"field.

He

is

with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and the Zcta Chi college fraternity.
Gertrude, the older daughter of Mrs. Hazen, was
graduated from Baker University A. B. in 1912, then
attended the Margaret Morrison School of the Carnegie
Institute of Technology at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
where she specialized in domestic science, was awarded
the degree Master of Arts by the Kansas University
in 1915, and is now in the Howard Payne College at
is affiliated

Payette, Missouri.
Ruth Hazen, the youngest child of Mrs. Hazen, is
now a member of the senior class in the Oswego Seminary, has taken 4% years of instruction in the violin
department at the Baker University Conservatory,
and is a very proficient musician. Her studies along
that line are now being continued on the piano, and
she is planning a special course in playground work
at Battle Creek, Michigan. Her talent as a musician
and her versatile ability in other ways qualify her
unusually well for playground work, and she has been
a factor through her musical interests in various festivals

and

religious meetings.

Arthur M. Thurman.

As

rapidly-growing city of Caney

the prosperous and
located almost on

is

Oklahoma and Kansas, many
homes in the city are the owners
of property in the former state, particularly land
that is used for agricultural purposes. A large number of these make daily trips between their country
estates and their city residences, either by way of
train or automobile, and in this class is found Arthur
M. Thurman, a prosperous farmer and rancher, who
lives at Caney, but whose magnificent property, consisting of 1,280 acres of fertile and productive land,
is located nine miles southeast of tlie city, in Osage
When Mr. Thurman came to
County, Oklahoma.
Caney, then but a farming center, in 1901, he was
possessed of no means other than those represented
by his ambition and determination, and his first work
was as a clerk in a drug store. Prom that time to
the present he has steadily advanced, until now he is
the state line between

men who make

their

justly accounted one of the substantial

men

of his

community.
Arthur M. Thurman was born at Osceola, the
county seat of Saint Clair County, Missouri, .January
28, 1879, and is a son of Richard Scott and Eliza
CCobb) Thurman. The family originated in Ireland,
from whence the first American progenitor emigrated
during colonial days, members of the family locating
in the Western Reserve of Ohio as pioneers.
Joseph
Thurman, the grandfather of Arthur M. Thurman,
was born in 1776, in Ohio, from which state he
enlisted as a soldier in the American armv for service
during the War of 1812. In 1816 he traveled westward, locating in Missouri, and in his later years
became a pioneer farmer of Kansas, and died at
Port Scott, in August, 1862. He had fought under
Gen. William Henry Harrison, but was a democrat in
his political belief.
Mr. Thurman married a Miss
Price, who bore him four children, namely; John,

who

rush of ' the days of '49,
and after a short experience as a miner died in that state; Marion, who died
in Missouri after a successful career spent in the
milling business; Joseph, who was engaged in farming until his death at Nevada, Missouri; and Job,
who was also an agriculturist and died at Neosho,
Missouri.
After the death of his first wife, Mr.
Thurman was married to Mrs. Mary (Roberts) Joslin,
a native of Kentucky, who died near Joplin, Missouri,
and they had three children, namely: Isaac Riley,
who followed farming as a vocation and died at
Neosho, Missouri; Zacharias, who was a miner and
died in the far West; and Richard Scott.
Ricliard Scott Thurman was born at Saint Charles,
Saint Charles County, Missouri, January 21, 1847,
and was a small child when taken to Newton County,
in the same state, by Iiis parents.
There he received
a public school education and was reared on the home
farm, on which he worked until his activities were
interrupted l)y the coming on of the Civil war. When
he was but fifteen years old, in August, 1862, Mr.
Thurman enlisted in the Union army for service in
the war between the states, becoming a member of
Company E, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry. With this
command he saw some hard fighting, including all
the engagements incidental to Price 's raid, and when
he received his honorable discharge and was mustered
out of the service, it was with an excellent record for
On his return from the war,
gallantry and fidelity.
the young soldier went to Saint Clair County, Mis^souri, where for nearly thirty years he operated the
ferry on tlie Osage River. Subsequently, he went to
Nowata, Oklahoma, where he engaged for a time in
'

B.,

years as cashier of the People's
spent
State Bank of Baldwin, and in order to familiarize
himself with metropolitan banking he resigned to
take a position in the Southwest National Bank at
Kansas City, Missouri. He is learning banking in
in 1910;

1987

crossed the plains to California during' the gold

' '

teaming, and July 12,

190.5,

came

to

Kansas and

located at Coffeyville, where he has been engaged in
private teaming and in working for the city with his
teams to the present time. He is the owner of his
own residence, at No. oO?, East Twelfth street, CoffeyMr. Thurman has
ville, as well as the lot adjoining.
been a. man of industry, and while he has not become
wealthy, has accumulated a competence for his declining years. He has always been known for his honesty
and straightforward dealing, and among those who
know him is held in the highest esteeem. Politically
a democrat, he has never been a politician. His only
social connection is with Sheridan Post No. 90, Grand
Army of the Republic. Mr. Thurman was married
in 1871, at Fort Scott, Kansas, to Miss Eliza Cobb,
daughter of David and Martha Cobb, both of whom
Mr. Cobb was a veteran of the
are now deceased.
Civil war, having fought from 1861 to 1865 as a
member of the Sixth Kansas Cavalry. The children
born to Mr. and Mrs. Thurman were as follows:

Walter, who resides near Coffeyville, Kansas, and is
engaged in farming; Clara Belle, who died at the
age of three years Arthur M. Oscar Frank, who
was an engineer for a steamshoveling company, and
in May, 1914, was so injured in a boiler explosion
at San Diego, California, that he only lived fortyeight hours and H. R., who is a teamster and makes
his home with his parents at Coffeyville.
Arthur M. Thurman was educated in the public
schools of Osceola, Missouri, where he attended the
high school, but at the age of seventeen years left
school to go to Nowata, Oklahoma, where he worked
on farms for about two years. In 1898 he went to
;

;

;

Coffeyville. Kansas, and for three years had experience as a clerk in a store, and in 1901 came to Caney.
This community was then only a farming center, but
Mr. Thurman had the foresight to see that some day

was destined to be a live commercial and manufacturing community, and he accordingly laid his plans
it

^
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to remain here. His first employment was as a clerk
in the drug store conducted by Doctor Booker, but
two years thereafter turned his attention to farming
and ranching in Osage County, Oklahoma, a line in
which he has continued to the present witli almost
phenomenal success. On his broad acres Mr. Thurman
raises blooded stock in horses ^nd cattle, and fancy
chickens and turkeys, in addition to which he carries
on diversified farming. He maintains his residence
on Third Avenue, Cancy, and makes daily trips to and
from his ranch in his automobile. With his years of
experience, liis excellent business foresight, and his
managerial ability, it is needless to say that Mr.
Thurman accomplishes the greatest possible results
from the operation of his land. He is a republican
in politics, and while he has not cared for public
honors, has discharged his duties of citizenship by
acting as a member of the school board in the vicinity
of his ranch in Osage County for two years. Fraternally, he is connected with Lodge No. IGO, Ancient
Order of United Workmen, Canoy, and Lodge No.
1215, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
also holds membership in the Country Club, situated
on Big Cuney Creek. He is a man of strong characteristics,

public

his dealings,

spirited,

and through

popular, honorable in all
his upbuilding of his hand-

some and valuable property

is

an agricultural factor

of widesi)read iulluence.

Mr. Tlmrman was married March 2!), 1903, at
Caney, Kansas, to Miss Lola Labadie, daughter of
Frank and Samantha (Miller) Labadie, and a oneTo Mr.
eighth Osage Indian on lier father's side.
and Mrs. Thurman there has come one child, Geneva
is
E., who was born at Caney, March 27, 1906, and
now attending the public schools.

George A. Fancher, proprietor of the Fancher
I'rinting

Company

of Coffey ville is a veteran of the

and has followed his trade in many
For the
states and towns all over the Far West.
past thirty years his home and center of activities
have been in different cities of Kansas and he is nowr
printing art

in the
proprietor of one of the leading job offices
southern part of the state.
He comes of old and substantial American stock,
liis ancestors were French a number of generations
back, and the family was established in this country

by three brotliers who settled in New York when it
was still a colony. Mr. Fancher 's great grandfather
was a soldier in the Revolution.

J. W. Fancher, grandfather of the CofEeyville
business man, was born in New York State in 1792.
He spent most of his life in his native state as a
farmer, and when he retired he moved to Michigan,
living with liis son J. W., .Tr., and died at the latter 's

in Biielianan, Michigan, in 1876.
He married
Eliazbeth Hicks, wlio was born in New York State
and died at Syracuse. She was a Quakeress and a
regularly ordained preacher in that faith. The children of these wortliy ])eopIe were: Alva, who enlisted in a New York regiment in the Civil war and
liied while in service; George H., who became a
banker and died at San Francisco, California;
Bradley C, who was a lumberman and was killed
in an accident in a sawmill at Berrien Springs, Michigan: .1. W. Fancher, .Jr., father of George A.; Lee
R., who is a banker at Merced, California, and was a
soldier for four years in a New York regiment of
infantry during the Civil war, and the sixth of the
family was also a volunteer from Now York in
the war and was killed in one of the battles in whicli
his regiment engaged.

home

Mr. George A. Fancher was born at Buchanan,
His father, J. W.
Michigan, February 20, 186S.
Fancher, is now living retired at Merced, California.
He was born at Syracuse, New York, in 1S38, was
reared there, educated in the public schools and afterwards in the schools of Y]>silanti, Michigan. As a
young man he went to Buchanan, Michigan, where
he married. By trade he was a cooper, and at one
time he served as principal of the public schools
of Buchanan.
He has been a successful business
man and now has extensive land holdings in MichiWhile a resident of
gan, Indiana and California.
Berrien County, Micliigan, he served as sheriff and
also as chief of police at Buchanan.
Politically he
is a democrat.
J. W. Fancher married Miss Margaret IJoe, who was born in 1842 in LaPorte County,
Indiana, and died at Davis in that state in May, 1906.
Their children were: Alva C, who is a rancher at
.\thlonf, California; Melvin H., who lives on one of
his father's farms in Starke County, Indiana; George
H., who is the third in age; Willis, a fruit farmer
at Los Angeles, California; Clarence, who lives on
one of his father's farms at Merced, California;
Lona, wife of Doctor Winan, a physician in Chicago; Chloe, wife of Doctor Denaught, a physician
at Hamlet, Indiana.
While attending the public schools at Buchanan,
Michigan, George A. Fancher learned printing in
one of the newspaper cilices there, and in 18S4, following his graduation from the Buchanan High
School, he w'ent to Chicago and had his first .journeyHe had his share
nian 's experience in that city.
of traveling about over the country as nearly all
)irinters do, and from Chicago went to Leadville,
Colorado, and in 1SS6 reached Kansas and secured
employment at his trade in Hutchinson. In 1889
he went to Saline, and from there to Winfield in
1891.
He followed the trade at Winfield for ten
In 1901 he moved to lola, and from there
years.
four years later came to Coffej-ville, where he has
had his home and his liusiness since 190.5. At CofEeyville he was employed for four j-ears as a printer
in the offices- of the Journal.

In 1909 Mr. Fancher established the Fancher Printing Com])any, which has complete mechanical facilities and an organization of ex])crt printers for all
His plant is at 108
classes of jobs of printing.
Street. Mr. Fancher resides in a country
ten acres of ground three miles northeast
of Coffcyville, and built his attractive residence
there in 1910. He also owns a dwelling house at 302
Kast Eleventh Street and another at 612 East Fifth
Street.
He is a member
Politically he is a republican.
of the Chamber of Commerce and afliliates with Coffcyville Camp No. 66a, Modern Woodmen of .\merica.
In 1895 at Winfield, Kansas, he married Miss Anna
Brown, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Brown. Her
father was a farnn-r now deceased and her mother
Mr. and Mrs. Fancher have
still lives in Winfield.
two children. Alva Keath was born April 20, 1905,
Carl
_;ind is now in the public schools at Coffcyville.

West Tenth

home with

Prentice was born May 14, 1909, and is attending
school in the country district near his father's home.

WiLLiASt C. Haveestick. One of the oldest famiin Montgomery County is the Haversticks, of
which William C. llaverstick, for the past quarter of
a century connected with the oil business, is a member.
Before the Osage Indians had moved from this
section of the country the late Samuel Haverstick
had brought his family to the northern part of Montlies
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schools of Oklahoma City .and was also well known as
a leader in school work in his native state of Iowa.

gomery County, and a portion of liis original homestead claim is still in tlie Haverstick ownership.
Casper Haverstick, grandfather of William C, was
born at Eusfelden, Canton of Argyle, Switzerland,

He was born

at Washingtonville, Ohio, in 1873.
The late Samuel Haverstick, a son of this Swiss
immigrant, was born in June, 1836, at WashingtonHe grew up in that state, went as an
ville, Ohio.

Lod^

Line Company.
William C. Haverstick was born at Waverly* Bremer
County, Iowa, June 27, IS.'jS, and was only four years
of age when brought to Kansas. Most of his education was acquired in the public schools of Independence, and he graduated from the high school there in
1876.
His early ambition was to become a railroad
man, and his desire was fulfilled when he was given
the position of locomotive engineer with the Union
Pacific Railroad, and he was with that company a
trusted and efBcient engineer from 1880 until 1889.
He was then connected with railroads further east
1891.

On November

1891, at Clinton,
Indiana, he was severely injured on the head and
shoulder in a head-on collision while he was piloting
a locomotive over the Chicago & Eastern Illinois
Eailroad. The collision was due to the mistake of a
To save his life
dispatcher in giving a lap order.
he jumped from the engine and the injuries of the
fall incapacitated him for further active railroading.
Returning to Kansas and after recovering he engaged in the oil and gas business. At Neodesha he
acquired some extensive interests, but has now sold
out his holdings and is engaged in the oil brokerage
business with office and headquarters in the Carl-Leon
until

15,

Hotel in Independence.
Mr. Haverstick is a democrat, has never aspired to hold an office, is a member
of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, and is
affiliated with Kansas City Lodge No. 271, Ancient

Free and Accepted Masons, at Kansas City, Kansas.

William Aaron Brandenburg as president of the
Pittsburg Manual Tr.aining Normal School, has one
of tlie most important positions in the Kansas educational field. While he has been identified with educational affairs in this state only a few years, that time
has sufficed to indicate his broad qualifications and
his unusual ability as a teacher and administrator.
Mr. Brandenburg was formerly superintendent of
Vol.

IV— 1»

in Clayton County, Iowa, October 10,
His ancestry originally had its seat in Berlin,
Germany. His great-great-grandfather emigrated in
colonial days from Gennany and settled in Maryland.
Mr. Brandenburg's father Francis Marion Brandenburg was born in the State of Ohio, October 6, 1846.
He was reared in McLean County, Illinois, followed
farming all his life, and in 1906 retired from the farm
and lived at Des Moines, Iowa. He was never a resident of Kansas, but died while on a visit to his son
in Pittsburg on April 2, 1916.
Politically he was a
He belonged to the Grangers organizademocrat.
tion and for many years was an elder in the Christian
He was married in Clayton County, Iowa,
Church.
to Enfield Maxwell, who was born in Clayton County,
Iowa, in June, 1844, and is now living at Des Moines,
Their children were: William A.; Walter E., who is
pastor of the First Christian Church at Parsons, Kansas; A. W., a farmer in Clayton County, Iowa;
Dr. George C, who is a member of the faculty of
Purdue University, at Lafayette, Indiana; Amy, wife
of Henry Carmichael, a farmer in Clayton County;
Mrs. Laura Christensen, whose husband is foreman in
the Newbury Nursery at Mitchell, South Dakota.
William A. Brandenburg grew up ou a farm in
Clayton County, Iowa, attended the public schools
there and the high school at Volga, and for a year
and a half taught in the rural schools of his native
county and for two and a half years was assistant
superintendent at Volga. His ambition from the start
was to get a higher education, and in 1895 he entered
Drake University at Des Moines, where he completed
the course leading to the degree of Bachelor of
Philosophy. On graduating in 1900 he accepted the

1869.

and when a young man came to America and was a
died
pioneer farmer and business man in Ohio. He

early settler to Waverly, Iowa, where he was married,
and his business was that of farming and mining. In
1862 he moved to Kansas, soon after the admission of
the territory to the Union, and first located in Miami
County. On April 14, 1869, he arrived in what is now
Montgomery County, and secured his homestead of
160 .acres in Sycamore Township in the northern part
Of that 160 acres, eighty acres are
of the county.
held in trust in the name of A. E. Haverstick, the
youngest son of Samuel. The town of Sycamore is
Samuel Haverstick
built on the other eighty acres.
after a long and active career died on his farm in
He was ,a democrat
this county November 4, 1894.
and a man of more than ordinary prominence and
influence in his home township, serving as township
He belonged to Neotreasurer and in other ofBces.
Samuel Haverof the Masonic Order.
desha
stick married Sarah Powell, who was born in December, 1837, at Lewiston, Illinois, and died on the old
farm February 15, 1910. There were three children:
William C; Addie H., wife of Charles Dugan of the
State of Oregon; and A. E. Haverstick, who lives
at Sycamore and is a field man for the Hale Pipe

1989

'

,

position of superintendent of the Park Avenue School
He
of Des Moines, where he remained two years.
was then superintendent for three years of the Capital

Park School in Des Moines, and from 1905 to 1910
was superintendent of the public school system of
Mason City, Iowa.
Since then his active work in the educational field
has been in the Southwest. In January, 1910, he was
unanimously

elected

superintendent

of

the

public

Oklahoma City, which position he held until
August, 1913, when without formal application he
was called to the presidency of the State Manual
Training Normal at Pittsburg, Kansas, and has since

schools of

been

its

able executive.

to 1913 Mr. Brandenburg was a member
of the State Board of Education in Oklahoma. During the summers of 1903-04-05 he taught in the department of education in the Drake University at
Des Moines. He is a member of the National Educational Association, the National Society for the Promotion of Industrial and Vocational Education, and a
member of the National Educational Council. Politi-

From 1911

Mr. Brandenburg is an independent. When only
twenty-two years of age he was elected justice of the
peace in Sperry Township in his native county in
Iowa on the democratic ticket. He is an elder in the
Christian Church and fraternally is a member of Pittsburg Lodge, No. 187 Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, Pittsburg Chapter, No. 58, Royal Arch
Masons, Pittsburg Commandery, No. 29, Knights
Temjilar, Mirza Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Pittsburg, lielongs to the Knights of Pythias and the
Modern Woodmen of America at Mason City, Iowa,
anil the Brotherhood of American Yeomen at Des
Moines.
On June 22, 1893, at Volga, Iowa, he married Miss

cally
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'Williain A. and Lucy A.
(Chapman) Penfield. Both her parents are now deHer father was a merchant. Lola, the oldest
ceased.

Alta Penfield, a daughter of

child of Mr. and Mrs. Brandenburg, is a graduate of
the Pittsburg Manual Training Normal School with
the degree Bachelor of Science and is now a teacher
in the Pittsburg Uigh School.
Amy is a sophomore
Merrill is
in the Manual Training Normal School.
in the senior class of the Normal Uigh School, while
Harold is a high school freshman, Helen is in the
third grade of the grammar school, and William A.
Jr., in the first grade.

A. J. LUGEANBE.VL has for many years been a sucmerchant at Angola, and at the same time has
participated actively in Labette County politics and
cessful

in civic affairs.

Born at Gridley, Illinois, January 12, 1872, Mr.
Lugeanbeal has spent most of his life in Kansas.
His grandfather, Alexander Lugeanbeal, was born in
Germany, came to America and followed farming in
Ohio and died at Black Run in that state. A. J.
Lugeanbeal, Sr., was born at Marion, Ohio, in 1841,
He was
and died at Fredonia, Kansas, in 1902.
reared and married in Ohio followed farming there,
and then moved to Gridley, Illinois, soon after his
marriage. While in Illinois he saw active service in
an Illinois regiment during the Civil war. He enlisted
in 1861 and went through the entire struggle. From
Illinois he moved to Fredonia, Kansas, in 1882, and
was actively identified with farming there until his
death. lie was a democrat in politics, a member and
deacon in the Christian Church, and was an active
Mason, having taken his first degrees in that order
while at Camp Butler, Illinois, during the Ci\nl war.
A. J. Lugeanbeal, Sr., married Elizabeth A. Kearfoot,
who was born at Delaware, Ohio, in 1845, and is now
living at Fredonia, Kansas. They had a large family
of children, noted briefly as follows:
Mary, wife of
D. O. Ponsor, a blacksmith of Guilford, Kansas;
Rosa, who died at the age of twenty-six years as tlie
wife of George Hutchinson, who is a farmer at Shaw,
Kansas; D. C. Lugeanbeal, a merchant at Fredonia;
Ella, wife of John W. Smith, a farmer at Fredonia;
A. J. Lugeanbeal, Jr. W. F., a merchant at Bartlett,
Kansas; Lizzie A., wife of R. W. Kibler, a farmer at
Benedict, Kansas; E. E, who is cashier of the bank
at Elk City, Kansas; Pearl, who died at the age of
twenty-five, the wife of W. T. Morse, a farmer at
Guilford, Kansas; Eva, wife of Henry Woollard, a
merchant at Guilford
and Lela, wife of Andrew
Ward, a farmer at Parsons, Kansas.
Mr. Lugeanbeal, who was brouglit to Kansas by
his parents when he was ten years of age, completed
his education in the district schools of Wilson County
in this state.
The first twenty-five years of his life
he spent on his father's farm and then varied the
monotony of farming by engaging in railroad work
and also licginning the operation of a farm on his
own account. His home has been in Angola since
In that year he bought the building at the
1902.
comer of Main Street and Watson Avenue which he
has ever since occupied, and there established a general stock of merchandise.
He has the principal one
of the two stores in the town, and has built up a
very large patronage over a wide surrounding terri;

;

tory.

Mr. Lugeanbeal has long been a prominent figure in
For ten years he served as
local democratic politics.
township clerk. At the last election he was a candidate for the office of county treasurer, but owing to
the fact that he bad for an opponent a lady and that

she was a candidate for the second term (it being
customary to give an incumbent of a county office
the second term), he was defeated by a small
Mr. Lugeanbeal is affiliated with Lodge
majority.
No. 2?>~ of the Knights of Pythias at Fredonia,
which he served as master at arms for two terms; also
belongs to the Dramatic Order of the Knights of Khorassan, the higher branch of Pythianism, is affiliated
with Edna Lodge No. .345, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, with Angola Lodge No. 523 of the Ancient
Order of United Workmen, of which he is past master,
and for twelve years has served as financier. He is
also vice president of the Labette County Good Roads
Association.
In the way of property Mr. Lugeanbeal owns both
his home and store at Angola.
In 1905 at Edna,
Kansas, he married Miss Mamie Cave, daughter of
H. C. and Julia Cave, who live on their farm near
Angola. Mr. and Mrs. Lugeanbeal have two children:
Wintress, born August 3, 1906; and Jack Cave, born
March 17, 1908.

Henry A. Johnsmeter. One of the worthiest
families to receive attention in the annals of Riley
County is that of Johnsmeyer, which has been identified with the early settlement, the development, and
the civic and community life there for more than
half a century. Henry A. Johnsmeyer was born soon
after the family came to Kansas, and he has himself
prospered to a degree where his extensive landed
estate and his large business affairs constitute him
one of Riley County's notable men.
His father was the late C. A. Johnsmeyer, who
died on 'his farm in Jackson Township of Riley
County in 1911. He was born near Wehrendorf in
the Kingdom of Hanover, Germany, September 13,
1840. Reared and educated in his native country, at
the close of four years of service in the Sixth Hanoverian Infantry he emigrated in 1865 to America.
Of all the various nationalities of the great German
Empire that have come to America none has surpassed in virile power and sturdy industry the

Hanoverians.
arriving in New York City C. A. Johnsmeyer
for two months in a grocery store as
a clerk. His aim was to identify himself with the
western country, and on leaving New York City he
journeyed by way of one of the early railroads
through the Middle West as far as Kansas City.
From there a boat took him up the river to Leavenworth and a wagon was his mode of conveyance
Afterward he into Randolph in Riley County.
vested his modest capital in 160 acres of land in
Jackson Township. That was the nucleus of the
splendid homestead on which he lived the rest of his

On

was employed

Only a few improvements had been made on
the land and he practically transformed it by industry and thrift into the splendid farm which it now
is.
It is considered one of the best of the many
His material
fine farms in the Blue River Valley.
accumulations grew out of his broadening enterprise
as a farmer and stock raiser, and he was also an
influential and highly respected citizen.
To his
original 160 acres he added until he was the owner
in
of farm lands not only
Riley but in Washington
County, though much the greater part was in the
former county.
In December, 1865, soon after coming to Kansas,
C. A. Johnsmeyer married Miss Anna Bohne.
They
were married in .Taekson Township. Mrs. Johnsmeyer
is still living, occupying the old homestead in that
township. She too was a native of Hanover, Gor-

life.
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brief record of her ten children is as
A.; Louisa, widow of Albert Harrisberger, living at Randolph, Kansas; Louis W., a
lumberman at Randolph; John F., of Leouardville;
Herman H., of Tampa, Kansas; Edward C. of Eiley;
Amanda, wife of Fred Richter, a Riley County
farmer; Carl, of Randolph, on old homestead; Nellie,
wife of August Richter of Randolph; and Alma,
wife of Reuben Axelton of Randolph. Both parents
were reared and were always faithful to the German

many.

follows:

Henry

Evangelical Church. C. A. Johnsmeyer was a republican in politics, and though he never aspired
to political oflttce and held only a few minor township positions, he was a man of decided prominence
in local affairs.
Throughout his long career he was
know-n as a reliable, liberal minded and public
spirited citizen.
It was on a

farm near Randolph, Kansas, that
Henry A. Johnsmeyer was born. He was the oldest

of the ten children, and he naturally assumed responin advance of his years, and bore a
sibilities
sturdy share of the farm work at home until he was
twenty-two. He attended the country schools and
having acquired the art of farming in all its details, when he started for himself it was on a place
He was a farmer
in Washington County, Kansas.
in that locality until 1903, when returning to Eiley
County he acquired a farm in the Mill Creek Valley
Ten years later he came to
of Grant Township.
Mr.
his present home west of the Town of Riley.
Johnsmeyer has for three decades helped to grow
the staple crops of Kansas, and has also done an
extensive business as a stock raiser and breeder.
He is now one of the largest land owners of Riley
County. Though a man of ample means he and his
family still choose to reside in the country, and they
have one of the most beautiful homes in the county,

a frame building constructed largely by Mr. Johnsmeyer 's own skill and work. This home is less
than a mile west of the Town of Riley.
Among other interests he is president of the
Farmers State Bank of Eiley. He is a stanch republican and he and his family are members of the
German Evangelical Church. In 1890 he married
Miss Mary Harrisberger, who was born in Center
Township in Riley County. Her father, F. Harrisberger, was one of Eiley County 's early settlers.
Two daughters have been born to their marriage:
Vera L. and Nora E. Vera is now teaching school
and Nora will soon graduate in music.
E. C. Glass, D. D. S., has been a resident of Independence since 1903, and is one of the leading members of the dental profession in Southern Kansas.
Born January 28, 1876, the year of the hundredth
anniversary of our national independence, he was
His birth
given the name Earl Centennial Glass.
occurred near Bois d'Arc, Greene County, in Southern Missouri. His parents are Albert M. and Susan
(Van Voorhis) Glass, both of whom are still living,
with their home at Bois d'Arc, Missouri. The Glass
family came originally from Scotland and settled in
Virginia in colonial days, while the Van Voorhis

family were Hollanders and originally settled in New
York. Albert M. Glass was born in Stark County,
Ohio, June 18, 1843, and is a veteran of the Civil war.
He enlisted in 1862 at the age of nineteen in Company D of the 115th Ohio Infantry, and served until
the close of the war. While in the Tennessee campaign he was taken prisoner, but was later exchanged
and rejoined his command. In 1871 he moved his
family to Missouri and has spent his active career
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there as a general farmer and stock raiser, and

now

is

He is a
though occupying his farm.
republican, and is an elder in the Christian Church.
His wife was born near Canton in Stark County, Ohio,
November 14, 1844. Their children are: James I., a
farmer at Bois d'Arc, Missouri; Dr. E. C. Glass; and
Iva, who died February 11, 1914, her husband, Marvin
J. Eoss, being in the hardware business at Eureka,
Kansas.
Doctor Glass while a boy attended the country
schools of Bois d 'Arc and also the Drury College at
Springfield, Missouri.
April 30, 1901, he completed
his course and graduted D. D. S. from the Western
Dental College of Kansas City, Missouri. After some
experience in the profession elsewhere, he established
his office at Independence in August, 1903, and has
since enjoyed a large practice and is recognized as
one of the most skillful men in his profession in this
part of the state. His oiEces are in the Booth Building on West Myrtle Street. He is a member of the
State and National District Dental societies.
Fraternally he is affiliated with Fortitude Lodge
No. 107, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at Independence, and belongs to the Methodist Episcopal
Church and is a republican. On March 18, 1908, at
Sycamore, Kansas, he married Miss Edwina Chandler.
Her parents were Edwin and Agnes Cliandler. Her
mother died in November, 1915, and her father is
living retired at Sycamore, Kansas.
retired

WiLLi.\M S. GoocH, M. D., has practiced surgery
and medicine at Mapleton, Kansas, for the past fifteen
years, and in point of experience and general ability
ranks as the first and leading member of the profession in that community.
Doctor Gooch is a Missourian and was born at
Meadville, in that state February 6, 1875. His family
settled in pioneer times in Northwestern Missouri and
the original stock came out of England and established
themselves in Kentucky along about the close of the
Doctor Gooch 's Grandfather
Eevolutionary war.
Gideon Gooch was born in Kentucky, moved from that
state to Northern Missouri, and when the first news
came of the discovery of gold in California he crossed
the plains as a seeker of wealth on the Pacific, and
died in California in 1848. His wife's maiden name
was Foster. She was also a native of Kentucky and
died at Meadville, Missouri.
Joseph Gooch, father
of Doctor Gooch, was born at Meadville, Missouri, in
1844, was reared and married there, and has always
followed farming.

Since 1902 he has lived in the
where he has a farm.
a democrat and a member of the Christian

vicinity of Mapleton, Kansas,

He

is

Church.

He

married Nancy J. Evans, who was born
in 1850.
They have three children:
Elizabeth, at home; William S.
and Alma, wife of
E. J. Edmundson, Mr. Edmundson being associated
with Doctor Gooch in the drug store business at
Mapleton.
Doctor Gooch had his first educational advantages
in

Kentucky

;

in the public schools of Meadville, Missouri.
Two
years were spent in the Chillicothe Normal School at
Chillicothe, Missouri, and he was a teacher for three
years in Linn County, Missouri. His ambition from
In
early boyhood had been to become a physician.
1896 he entered Beaumont Medical College, now called
the St. Louis University, where he was graduated
Doctor of Medicine in 1900. His first practice was
done at Elmer, Missouri, where he remained six
months, and in September, 1901, he came to Mapleton,
Kansas, and has been looking after a growing medical
and surgical practice ever since. His offices are in
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the Waterman Building. Doctor Gooch is a member
of the Bourbon County and the State Medical Socieand the
ties, the Southeastern Kansas Medical Society
American Medical Association. He keeps in close
touch with all the advances made in his profession.
Doctor Gooch owns a half interest in the only drug
He also
store in Mapleton, located on Main Street.
has a good farm of 100 acres situated a mile and a
For a number of years he
half east of Mapleton.
has served on the local .school board, and belongs to
local camp
Mapleton Lodge of the Masonic Order, the
of the Modern Woodmen of America and the local
Workmen. In
lodge of the Ancient Order of United
politics he is a democrat.
Doctor Gooch was married at Wheeling, Missouri, in
September, 1901, to Miss Grace Buckner, daughter
Her parents
of James and Elva (Lewis) Buckner.
now reside in Kansas City, Missouri, her fatlier being
a retired merchant. Doctor and Mrs. Gooch liave two
children:
Forestine, born January 21, 1906; and
Maxine, born May 1, 1911.

S-^MUEL S. Glasscock, M. D. That "an instituis but the lengthened shadow of a man" has an
unusual and more than nominal application in the
case of the Grand View Sanitarium of Kansa-s City,
Kansas. For thirteen years this institution has realized the highest standards and ideals of a real sanitarium because it has been permeated by the personality and the ability of Dr. S. S. Glasscock, whose
reputation as an authority on mental and nervous
tion

is accepted and credited among the leaders
of the profession all over the Middle West.
In 1898, at 26th and Ridge Avenue, F. M. Bidwell
began what is now the Grand View Sanitarium. Originally it was designed merely to take care of county
At first its capacity was for about eighteen
cases.
In 190.3 Dr. George M. Gray, S. S.
or twenty cases.
Glasscock and F. M. Tracy, all prominent members
of the medical profession of Kansas City, Kansas,
leased the property for two years, and converted it
In 1905 Doctors Glasscock and
into a sanitarium.
Tracy bought the property and made a number of
changes in the physical structure and equipment. In
1910 Doctor Glasscock became proprietor of the institution and has since held the ma.iority of the stock,
the principal minor stockholder being Dr. A. L. LudIn 1911 an addition of twenty rooms with
wig.
private baths was added, and the institution now
has a capacity for fifty patients. The sanitarium is
devoted primarily to the care of persons suffering
from mental and nervous diseases and drug addicts.

diseases

The Grand View Sanitarium is a corporation with
a capital of $2.5,000. It occupies a magnificent site,
on an elevation near the city, surrounded with
grounds of twenty acres, and it is one of the noblest
institutions of its kind in the entire Missouri Valley.
From the days when he was a farm boy in Missouri

Doctor Glasscock ha.s been constantly under the urge
of a great ambition to be of service to humanity
through the profession of medicine. His birth occurred
on a farm near Excelsior Springs, in Clay County,
He was one of the five
Missouri, April 13, 1862.
ehildren of Archibald and Rachel (Yancey) Glasscock,
his father a n.ativc of Tennessee and his mother of
North Carolina. Both were born in 1822 and both
died in the year. 1898.
Archibald Glasscock was
brought to Northwestern Missouri in 18.32 and spent
the rest of his life as a farmer.
Though all his mature years have been devoted
to a profession. Doctor Glasscock knows the practical
details of farming, since he became well acquainted

with them as a boy. He also attended district schools,
spent two years in the University of Missouri, and
after obtaining a teacher's license taught a district
school.
His mind had already been made up as to
the jirofession he would follow.
While teaching he
read medicine under Dr. S. R. Keith of Excelsior
Springs, and later he secured means to enter the
Rush Medical College of Oiicago, where he was graduated M. D. in 1887. He returned to begin his practice
at Excelsior Springs.
After two years, in 1889, he
went abroad and took postgraduate work in one of
the greatest medical centers of the world, the University of Vienna in Austria. While there he specialized in mental and nervous disorders.
On returning to America in 1890 Doctor Glasscock
located in Kansas City, Kansas, and has now been
an honored member of the profession in that city
for over a quarter of a century.
For some years
his practice was of a general nature, but since 1903,
at which time he acquired his active interest in the
Grand View Sanitarium, he has been specializing in
mental and nervous diseases, and now confines his
entire attention to that branch of the profession.
For five years Doctor Gl.i.sscock was a member of the
staff of St. Margaret's Hospital, and for fourteen
years has been on the staff of Bethany Hospital and
is now consulting neurologist.
He is professor of
mental and nervous diseases in the medical department of the Kansas State University. His name is
also well known in medical literature, especially along
the lines in which he specializes.
Doctor Glasscock at one time was president of the
Kansas City, Missouri, Academy of Medicine and in
1915 was president of the Medical Association of
the Southwest. He is also a member of the Wyandotte
County and the Kansas State Medical societies and the
American Medical Association.
He belongs to the
Medical College fraternity Phi Beta Pi, and is a
thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason and a member of the Mystic Shrine.
In politics a republican,
it h.TS always been his steadfast desire to serve the
public through his professional acti%-ities, though in
1904 he was elected and served one term in the state
legislature from Wyandotte County, and has also
been connected with some of the important civic and
municipal movements in Kansas City, Kansas. Since
1880 he has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, .and in 1915 was president of the Laymen's
Association of the Kansas Conference, and in 1916
was a delegate to the general conference at Saratoga
Springs.
November 29, 1888, he married Miss Ollie Hunter,
who was born in Illinois, daughter of Milton B. and
Sallie (Reed) Hunter.
Her father was a carriage
manufacturer and spent his last years in Kansas City,
Missouri.
Doctor and Mrs. Glasscock have three
daughters:
Edith, Rachel amd Catherine.

.ToHN NoRVAL Sherman. M. D.
the younger physicians of

Although one of
Neosho County, Dr. ,Tohn

Nerval Sherman, of Thayer, lias gained the confidence and support of the public by reason of his thorough training for his profession and his fidelity to
the ethics of the medical fraternity. He came to his
present field of activity in 1916, with five years of
experience behind him, and has already built up what
promises to be a lucrative and representative practice.

Doctor Sherman was born .Tuly 11, 1S84, at LafayMadison County, Ohio, and lielongs to a family
which originally came to America from England and
ette,

settled in
tion.

New York

before the

War

of the Revolu-

His grandfather was William Sherman, who

pUiJ—
'
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was born in 1825, in the Empire State, from wlience
he went to Kentucky, then to Scioto County, Ohio,
and later to Madison County, Ohio, his death occurHe was a
Ohio.
ring in 1885, at Irvin Station,
State and a good
pioneer cattle man of the Buckeye
and loyal citizen who served the Union as a soldier
the father of
during the Civil war. A. W. Sherman,
Dr. J. N. Sherman, was born January 10, 1850, at
in Scioto County,
Columbus, Ohio, and was reared
As a youiig man he went to Madison
that state.
and engaged in farmCounty, where he was married
removed to Bardstown, Neling until 1888, when he

son County, Kentucky, his present home. He has for
some years past been engaged in the lumber business,
and is one of the substantial men of his community.
He is a republican, a strong member of the Baptist
Church, and well known in fraternal circles, belonging
to the Masons, Odd Follows and Modern Woodmen of
America. Mr. Sherman married Miss Susan Holler,
who was born at West Jefferson, Ohio, and they have
three children: A. W., Jr., who is engaged in the
Dr. John
laundry business at Samuels, Kentucky;
and Grover E., who is engaged in merchan-

Norval;

dising at Samuels, Kentucky.
John N. Sherman received his early education in
the jjublic schools of Bardstown, Kentucky, to which
community he was taken as a lad of four years.
After graduating from the high school there in 1898,
he entered the University of Valparaiso, Indiana,
where he completed the junior year course, and then
took up liis medical stuclics in the College of PhysiAfter one year in that institucians and Surgeons.
tion he went to the University of Louisville, Kenin
tucky, where he spent three years and graduated
and
1907, with tlie degree of Doctor of Medicine,
further advanced his training by doing post-graduate
work in the New York Polyclinic Hospital, where he
For two years, 1910
spent eight months in 1908.
and 1911, he was an interne in the Louisville City
at
Hospital, and in the latter year began practice
Kuoxville, Tennessee, where he remained until 1914.
Doctor Sherman then did another year of interne

work at the Louisville City Hospital, and in 1915
went to St. Louis, Missouri, and later to Kansas
for a short
City, in both of which cities he practiced
In July, 1916, he settled jiermanently at
time.
Thayer, Kansas, his offices being located the second
door west of the postoffice, on Neosho Avenue. Doctor

Slierman has created a decidedly favoralde impression upon the people of Thayer, and with his comprehensive training and broad experience it is highly
probable that he will build up a large practice. He
possesses in large degree the desirable qualifications
for his profession, prominent among them being a
natural sympathy and kindness of manner, while his
devotion to his honored calling makes him a respecter
of its best and liighest ethics. He holds membership
in the Neosho County Medical Society, the Kansas
State Medical Society and the American Medical
Association, and keeps abreast of all the advance-

ments made

in medicine and surgery.
Fraternally,
he is affiliated with Duvall Lodge No. G, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, of Bardstown, Kentucky.
He is a faithful member of the Baptist Church, and
in polities maintains an independent stand.
Doctor Sherman was married at Bardstown, Kentucky, May 27, 1908, to Miss Palmer Hibbs, the
daughter of Arthur and Sally (Bean) Hibbs, residents of Cox 's Creek, Kentucky, where Mr. Hibbs is
engaged in agricultural pursuits. Doctor and Mrs.
Sherman are the parents of one daughter, Eunice,
who was born October 19, 1909.
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Ollie Ezekiel Eeed.

By

Reed

his

work as well as by

one of America's foremost authorities on dairy husbandry. He holds that
chair in the Kansas State Agricultural College at
Manhattan. "While Professor Reed has contributed
extensively to standard works on agriculture and
stock raising, all his writings bear the earmarks of
value of his teaching
practical exjiericnce, and the
has been largely as practical demonstrator of the
most effective methods to be employed particularly
in dairy husbandry.
He has always "lived in close touch with the soil
and its products. He was born on his father's farm
near Fayette in Howard County, Missouri, August
His parents, William L. and Annie E.
19, 1885.
(Manion) Reed were both born in Kentucky. Reared
on a farm, Mr. Keed attended country schools, graduating in 1903 from the high school at Moberly,
Missouri, and then continued his education in the
scientihc and agricultural departments of the University of Missouri, from which he was graduated
in 1908 bachelor of science in agriculture. In 1908-09
he taught dairy husbandry at the Missouri State
his position Ollie E.

is

University and in 1909-10 was instructor in the same
subject at Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana.
In 1910 the University of Missouri conferred upon
him the degree Master of Science.
Since the fall of 1910 Professor Reed has been
connected with the Kansas State Agricultural College at Manhattan, at first as assistant professor
of dairy husbandry and since 1911 as full professor
of that' subject. In 1910 he married Miss Lucy Ann
Lee.
Among his practical contributions to the science
and business of the livestock industry should be
mentioned his aid in solving the problem of making
silage

from alfalfa and also his effoetive work

in

building up a dairy herd which is undoubtedly equal
to that maintained by any institution in the United
States.
Many valuable bulletins have been issued
under his authorship or editorship. One of these
tliat has proved of greatest value to cattle men is a
treatise on

sorghum crops for

silage.

He was

also

an associate editor in the one volume work on
"Dairy Cattle and Milk Production." He contributed the dairy chapters of an agricultural text
book now used in Kansas and elsewhere, and is also
author of the dairy chapters in Doctor Waters' work
on Essential Agriculture.
He is a member of the honorary agricultural fraternity. Alpha Zeta and of the honorary college
fraternity Phi Kappa Phi. He is a Master Mason
and a member of the Christian Church.

Western Terra Cotta Company

of Kansas City,
the only successful industry for the making
of this building material, which has had such a remarkable growth of popularity in use during recent
years, between Chicago and the extreme Pacific coast.
It is an industry which reflects credit upon the growing importance of Kansas City, Kansas, and is the
only concern of its kind in the state.
Terra cotta, which is the Italian for "burnt clay,"
is perhaps the oldest manufactured building material
knomi in history. It has been manufactured in
America only during the last forty or forty-five years

Kansas,

is

to any extent.
Many improvements have been made
in the manufacture, and the modern terra cotta is
noted for the beauty of its glazed surface, the variety

of color that

may

be introduced and even more for

its

The manufacturers of
practically fireproof fjualities.
terra cotta in America are mostly all members of the
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National Terra Cotta Society, and that organization
has done much not only to standardize much of the
manufacture but also to advertise tlie advantages of
terra cotta as a modern building material.
William Timmerman and Paul C. Baltz organized
and first established the Western Terra Cotta ComThe business was organized in Kansas City,
pany.
Missouri, October 12, 190G, but the company found
its available location in Kansas City, Kansas, and
in December the same year.
They
started with one kiln and with only five employes.
At the present time the company has eighty-five men
on its pay roll and the plant, now covering over a
block of ground, represents an investment of more
than $50,000. Its products are distributed all over
the Central West and the output and value of the
have grown steadily since the first year of

began operations

products

Mr. Wm. Timmerman is president and
operation.
is
general manager of the company, Mr. P. C. Baltz
secretary and treasurer, and since 191G, Walter Timmerman has been ^nce president. Both Mr. Timmerman and Mr. Baltz are residents of Kansas City,
Kansas, and have been effective and loyal citizens
and ever ready to engage in any movement for the
general welfare.
William

Mr.

Henry

Timmerman was born

in Chicago,
1867, one of the six children of
and Christina (Lau) Timmerman. His parents

Illinois,

November

6,

were born near Hamburg, Germany, came to America
when still single, the mother having been ))rought by
her parents in 1852 in a sailing vessel that was four
weeks in crossing the Atlantic. Henry Timmermaa
for many years was identified with educational work

William Timmerman had a private school education at Chicago, and early developed his talents for

Ho took courses of instruction in designing and other art work in the Art Institute at
Chicago, and for a year was a student of art in
He learned the trade of architectural deBoston.
signer and modeler with the Northwestern Terra Cotta
Company, and for several years was head modeler and
designer for the Winkle Terra Cotta Company at St.
He also spent twenty years in journeyman
Louis.
work at his trade and is everywhere recognized as one
of the American experts in the manufacture of terra

artistic lines.

eotta.

On November 19, 1910, Mr. Timmerman married
Miss Emilie M. Baltz, who was born in St. Louis, a
daughter of George and Barbara (Herthel) Baltz.
Mr. and Mrs. Timmerman were married in Topeka,
Kansas.
They have one child, William, Jr., aged
four years. Mr. Timmerman is affiliated with Clifton
Heights Lodge No. 520, Free and Accepted Masons,
is independent in politics, and in religious matters
Presbyterian Church.

Thom.^s .Tf.ffersox B.vrker. The history of Kansas is a generalization of the histories of thousands of
individuals whose character and activities made the
state what it is. Hardly one of those individuals came
into closer touch with the adventures and exciting
realities of pioneer times than the late Thomas Jefferson Barker, who was a pioneer of old Wj-andotte and
for many years one of the leading business men of
Kansas City, Kansas. Mr. Barker died at his home
in Kansas City, Kansas, August 4, 1913, and was then
nearly eighty-five years of age.
He' was born in Bedford County, Virginia, December 11, 1828. The Barkers were enrly settlers in the
old

His great-grandCommonwealth of Virginia.
James Barker was one of the Virginia colonials

father

Hobbs, who was born in Bedford County, Virginia,
in 1800, a daughter of James Hobbs wiio" came from
England to Virginia about 1791. James Hobbs had
fought with the English troops in the East Indies, but
after becoming an American citizen enlisted to servo
in the American army during the War of 1812.
WUliam A. Barker and wife had seven sons and one
daughter, among whom Thomas J. was the sixth.
These children were reared in conditions closely
approximating poverty. The parents were poor, and
it not infrequently occurred that the children went
without shoes when snow was on the ground. William
A. Barker from 1818 to 1823 was employed as a slave

In 1823 he suffered
Captain Ed Pate.
paralysis from his hips down, and he lived an invalid
imtil his death in 1837.
Thus he left his widow and
children to make their own way in the world.
Thomas J. Barker when his father died was only
nine years of age.
All the schooling he ever had
could have been covered in six months' time. Nevertheless he made wise use of books, his
opportunities
driver for

mingle with men and affairs, and in his later life
well read and well posted.
After the death of the father the family removed
to Mercer County in what is now West Virginia.
That first year was one of poor crops, and Thomas J.
Barker at the age of eleven left home to make his own
way and also contribute something to the expenses
of the household.
He was employed at wages of .$4
a month by Anderson Peck, and during the second and
third years worked at .$8.33 a month. Leaving his old
locality he went down the Kanawha River to Kanawha,
Virginia, and there found employment with Augustus
Peck at wages of $25 a month and board. He worked
in Mr. Pej-k's store.
Mr. Peck had various stores in
that vicinity and young Barker was employed in the
one located at Big Coal in Boone County, and also
liad cliarge of the postoffice. Later he was made manager of the store in Brownsto^vn.
AVhile thus engaged he reached his twenty-first
About that time he was advised by a
birthday.
friend to go to the gold fields of California, where
wages as high as $10 a day were paid. With this in
view he set out, going by the Panama route.
At
Cliagris, Panama, he was taken ill with fever and
returned to the States.
He spent some time in
recuperating in his old home at Brownsto^vn.
In April, 1855, he again started West, and again
his destination was California.
His companion was
lohn Stanley of Mercer County, Virginia.
They
engaged passage on the steamboat Salem at Brownstown, proceeded down the river to Cincinnati, thence
took a boat to St. Louis, stopping at the Virginia
There Mr. Barker found on the register the
Hotel.
name Henry Clay Pate. He proved to be the son of
the man for whom his father had prcWously worked.
Introducing himself and his friend to Mr! Pate, it
was soon found that Mr. Pate and party were on their
way to Kansas for the purpose of swelling the emigration from the South and making Kansas a slave state.
to

in this country.

inclines to the

who followed Washington as a somewhat despised
contingent of the British regimentals under General
Braddock into the western wilds of Pennsylvania, and
was present at Braddock 's defeat at the hands of the
French and Indians. It is believed that this same
James Barker afterwards fought with the colonial
Mr. Barker's
troops in the War of the Kevolution.
grandfather was Jacob Barker, a native of Richmond,
Virginia, and the father was William A. Barker, who
was born in Albermarle County, Virginia, March ll,
1796.
William A. Barker was a soldier
during the
War of 1812. William A. Barker riiarried
Sarah

was accounted
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Barker and Stanley were requested to go along, and
consequently the trip to California was abandoned
and tlie entire party embarked on the Golden State,
a large side wheeler whicli carried them up the MisThere Mr.
souri River to what is now Kansas City.
Pate and party left the boat, but Stanley and
Mr. Barker continued on to Weston, Missouri. There
he applied for employment with a Mr. Byrnes, but
he having nothing to offer, they continued on to Fort
Leavenworth. Prom there they went to Leavenworth,
which was then a town of aljout 1,000 population, and
Here Mr.
the main distributing point for Kansas.
Barker secured work as cook with a party of. United
States surveyors under Col. Charles Manners, who had
the contract to survey part of the Kansas-Nebraska
Mr. Barker remained with that surveying party
line.
from April to December, 1855. Others in the party
were .John Stout, William Manners, brother of Colonel
Manners, B. L. Eeam, .Jr., Norman Deifendorf, Mr.
Wiley. Mr. Garland, Mr. Hoyt, Mr. Cunningham,
Mr. Keller. The party left Leavenworth about May
4th with two teams and wagons. Part of the equipcast iron monument which was to
be placed at the point previously selected by Gen. RobCrossert E. Lee for the United States Government.
ing the river at Weston they proceeded up the
Missouri side through St. .Toseph and Oregon, then
recrossed the river on the ferry run by an old Indian
where Wliite Cloud is now located. Two miles below
that point they set up the monument, which is still
standing. That was placed on May 10, 1855. Colonel
Manners, who had been an old sea captain, took great
pains to be accurate in all his measurements and
He spent two days in getting the east
observations.
and west lines both by sun observations and by comparisons with the north star. From there the party
proceeded at the rate of three miles a day, and
arrived at a point sixty miles west on June 2. From
there they returned to Leavenworth for supplies, and
on the return some of the party quit, and their places
were filled by others. On the 7th of June they reached
the meridian and there began work running a line
twenty-four miles north, thence to the Missouri River,
then again returning to the guide meridian and proceeding north another twenty-four miles and again
east to the river. That took them to a point about a
mile and a half north of where Nebraska City now
stands. In the meantime Mr. Barker became afflicted
with malaria fever, and after recuperating took the
stage for the mouth of Platte River. Wliile there he
heard that a party of Pawnee Indians had surroxmded
and killed about half of the surveying party while the
remainder had returned to Nebraska City. He joined
his old comrades at Nebraska City, and on organizing
and returning to the spot where the other half of the
party were reported to have lieen killed by the Indians,
The
they found the report only partially true.
Indians had surrounded them, but the surveyors were
•as
About the 10th of September
yet unharmed.
Colonel Manners finished surveying the third parallel
to the mouth of Platte River, then again returned to
the guide meridian, and crossed the Platte a few
hundred feet below where the fourth parallel started.
About that time twenty-seven Pawnee Indian chiefs
demanded that the colonel stop surveying, since he
was on Indian land, which the chiefs could not allow
him to steal. Colonel Manners persisted in carrying
out his instructions, when 500 Indians suddenly sprang
up as if by magic and again demanded through inter-

ment carried was a

preters that the work must cease at once, otherwise
the chiefs could not be responsible for the actions of
The Indians were so thoroughly
their younger men.

1995

aroused and hostile, that the surveying party took discretion as the better part of valor and desisted from
their task and returned to Omaha. Here Colonel Manners called upon the Indian agent of the Pawnees, and
then with two wagons loaded with i>rovisions, lead
and powder, and the Indian missionary, they all hurried back to the Pawnee village.
An Indian council
was held and the ageht informed the chief that the
Great Father considered buying their lauds and had
sent this party merely to look it over, measure and
value it, and promised that otherwise no disturbance
of Indian rights would be made.
The chiefs were
mollified, and the surveyors finished the work of the
fourth parallel, which reached the Missouri River
eight miles above Omaha.
Again Mr. Barker was taken ill, and he then had
to give up work with the surveying outfit altogether.
His next position was digging potatoes for a Mr.
Byers, who was also a surveyor. Mr. Byers treated
Mr. Barker very kindly and promised him some work
in subdividing land.
He finally, however, determined
to rejoin tlie surveying party, and started on foot,
reaching Colonel Manners aiul his party at Decatur.
On the 30th of November, 1855, the last cornerstone
was set, and on top of it was planted a United States
Then on the first of December they all started
flag.
south again, and reached Council Bluffs. From there
Mr. Barker, Mr. Wright and Edward Kelly continued
to

Leavenworth and after many delays and

difficulties

caused by snow and ice arrived opposite Fort Leavenworth on December IStli. On the 27th of December,
1855, Mr. Barker reached the old Town of Wyandotte, with the ground covered by two feet of snow.
Here he was paid off and given his discharge from
the surveying work. For a time he remained with the
old hotel keeper,

Brown, and

in

January engaged

to

cook in the Brown Hotel, having two Wyandotte
Indians for assistants.
This hotel was a log house
on Fourth and State streets, and bore the name
Catfish Hotel, owing to the preponderance of that
fish on the menu.
Later Mr. Barker assisted Mr.
Jenks as chainman in the work of subdividing three
fractional townships in what is now Wyandotte
He then returned to his hotel work, and
County.
afterwards joined Mr. Stuck, who had a contract to
subdivide several townships in Johnson County.
He
was leaving to take up that work when a letter arrived through the postofSce informing him of the
death of his brother-in-law. Mr. Stuck then released
him and he spent several weeks in looking after the
needs of his sister.
Again he was at work as a cook at $1 a day, and
it was a long day, from six in the morning until ten
at night. On one occasion six Indians under the influence of liquor were at the table, and in a melee which
ensued Mr. Barker was struck on the head with a
barrel stave and left for dead. In spite of extreme
suffering he lived, and had the best of care from
his many friends.
Before he fully recovered he was
engaged as a cutter of wood patterns for Isaac Zane,
the noted blind inventor of Kansas City, Kansas, who
was experimenting on perpetual motion machines.
Leaving that employment he became a wood chopper
and cleared up the ground where the high school now
stands in Kansas City. Not long after that he visited
his old home in Virginia, and on returning was again
engaged by Mr. Brown in the hotel and also drove an
ox team. His next employer was Izaha Walker, who
had been instrumental in saving his life when the
Indians attacked him in the hotel. Mr. Walker owned
the store and ferry at Wyandotte, and Mr. Barker
became clerk in the store. In 1856 he bought a half
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interest in the business, an(i the postoffice was kept in
the same building and he had to handle the mail.
That old landmark is still standing, 328 Nebraska

Avenue.

On April 7, 1857, Mr. Barker was appointed postmaster under President Buchanan. The postoffice was
then known as Wyandotte, Leavenworth County, Kansas Territory. The mail was carried on regular routes
only as far as Kansas City, Missouri, and from that
point it was l)rought to Wyandotte by trustworthy
citizens comtng and going between the two towns. In
1858 a stage coach was put in operation between
Kansas City, Missouri, and Leavenworth, and that
brought the mail regularly every day to Wyandotte.
For the first six months the contents of the mail bag
was about twelve letters received and sent and about
the same number of newspapers. In the fall of 1858
Mr. Barker built a structure at the southeast corner
of Third and Nebraska streets and moved the postIn 1861 he was reconimissioned
office to that point.
postmaster by Montgomery Blair, the postmastergeneral in Mr. Lincoln 's cabinet. He filled that office
until April, 186.'?, when R. B. Taylor was appointed
and took the office. In those early years the receipts
of the local postoffice ran between $200 and $480 a
year. In fact so meager was the amount of mail that
Mr. Barker frequently carried it about in his hat and
delivered letters as he found the addressees on the
streets.

The Quindaro Townsite Company had built a steamboat named the Otis Webb for the purpose of navigating the Kaw River, from Quindaro as a ba.se. This
plan failed, and the boat was subsequently wrecked
on the Platte River. In 1863 Mr. Barker bought the
wreck and started to remove the machinery, but soon
found the machinery had been sold to another man,
and Mr. Barker was therefore reimbursed for his
original outlay.
He was one of the defenders of Kansas against the
Price raid during the war.
short time before that
raid was made he went to Leavenworth and drew out
what money he had on deposit in the bank, and on his

A

way home was followed by two men who

evidently

had intentions of highway robbery, but he managed
to elude them. During 1864 he found employment in
clearing up wood and getting out ties for the Missouri River Railway,

now Missouri

Pacific Railway.

During the war he was a member of the Twenty-third
Kansas Militia, serving as quartermaster sergeant in
Company A under Izaha Walker aud also under
Captain Chenault.
In 1863 Mr. Barker married Mary Ellen Hall,
daughter of Capt. John L. and Frances (French)
Hall. Mrs. Barker was born in New Hampshire and
had come to Kansas with her parents in 1857. Her
father was a steamboat captain and he and Mr.
Barker were associated in a number of business enterTo Mr. and Mrs. Barker were born three
prises.
children, one of whom died at the age of eight years.
The two still living are Thomas J. Barker, Jr., and
James Edward Barker.
Not only through the pioneer activities already outlined but in many other ways Thomas Jefferson
Barker was one of the most influential upbuilders of
Kansas City, Kansas. After Wyandotte County was
set off from Leavenworth County he served as one of
the first county clerks. He was a democrat politically
and was elected a member of the State Legislature
on that ticket to represent Wyandotte County, at first
He was in the Legislain 1866 and again in 1880.
ture when the prohibition law was passed and he was
For a time he
a strong advocate of that mea.sure.

was
the

also deputy county treasurer and a member of
school board.
Every school and every church

e.stablished during his time in Kansas City, Kansas,
was an institution in which he took a keen interest,
and many times he was directly an aid to such im-

provements.
Personally he was a man of modest
demeanor, quiet and resourceful, and never sought
anv of the conspicuous honors of politics or public
life.

The foundation of
as a lumberman.

Springs, and from

He

his business prosperity was laid
conducted a sawmill at Indian

its

operation he

which enabled him to invest
in extensive tracts of land.

made

the

money

steamboat lines and
At one time he owned a
in

thousand acres of laud and a great amount of city
property in aud around Wyandotte, lie was a man
of wonderful generosity, an excellent judge of human
nature and benefited many men by the employment
which ho furnished and also by assisting many in
At one time he was
getting a start in the world.
president of the Argentine State Bank, and was also
president of the Wyandotte National Bank and was
otherwise prominent in financial affairs. In 1873 he
engaged in the real estate business and subsequently
took in his sons as partners, making the firm T. J.
Barker & Sons, one of the oldest and most reliable
firms of that kind in Kansas City.
One of the last
improvements he made was the construction of a
building on Minnesota Avenue next to the postoffice,
erected in 1906.
At the time of his death he was the oldest member
of the Masonic Order in Kansas, having been elevated to the Master's degrees in 1857. Mrs. Barker
is still living.

Both the sons were liberally educated, having
finished their education in Vanderbilt University at
Nashville, Tennessee. Edward Barker shidied law in
Kansas. Thomas J. Barker, Jr., after completing his
education took up a business career, was bookkeeper
and assistant cashier in the Wyandotte State Bank,
and in 1908 joined his father in business. Thomas J.
Barker, Jr., married Catherine C. Rogers. They are
the parents of four children: Thomas J., Roger Lee,
Clara Beatrice, now Mrs. Alvin Evans of Kansas City,

Kansas; and Edward Delbert.
Edward Barker, who married Caroline Mott, is
one of the prominent lawjxrs of Kansas City, KanHe was appointed commissioner on the water
sas.
board by Major Guyer in 1909 and rendered a valuable service in rehabilitating that plant after it came
Both sons are active
under municipal ownership.
Masons, and Thomas J., Jr., has attained the thirtysecond degree of the Scottish Rite, and belongs to the
Thomas J. Barker
Mystic Shrine at Leavenworth.
and wife and his mother are active members of the
South Methodist .Church, and he is a steward and
since 1899 has been treasurer.

Charles E. Spooxer. When he started upon his
wage-earning career, at the age of fifteen years,
Charles E. Spooner began at the bottom of the ladder
in the capacity of bundle-boy in a department store.
No favors were shown him, for he had no important
friends or other favoring influences, but his fidelity,
energy and ability won him recognition and promotion and he soon grew beyond the opportunities of
his immediate environment, and from that time his
advancement has been sure and steady. In 1888 he
became connected with the Missouri, Kansas & Texas
Railroad, in a minor position and in the service of
this line he has continued to the present, his position
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at this time being that of general auditor of the line,
with headquarters at Parsons.
Charles E. Spooner was born at Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, March 11, 1S58, and is a son of J. J. B. and
Mary (Brewer) Spooner and a member of a family

which originated in England and emigrated to New
His great -great-grandYorlv during colonial days.
father, William Spooner, fought as a soldier of the
Continental line during the Revolutionary war, and
his grandfather was "Col." Aldeu Sijooner, who
passed his life at Brooklyn, New York, where he was
publisher of the Long Island Star, a pioneer newspaper. J. J. B. Spooner, father of Charles E., was
born in 1820, in Brooklyn, and as a lad was adopted
by his maternal uncle, George W. Jermain, and was
reared at Detroit, Michigan. He was married in the
latter state, and there, having inherited his father's
journalistic abilities and inclinations, was for some
time the publisher of a newspaper. Returning to New
York, he located at Lockport and became cashier of

the Lockport Bank and Trust Company, a position
which he held for a half a century, with the exception
of the years 18.5.5 to 1858, when he lived at Toronto,
Canada, and was clerk in a hotel. Mr. Spooner 's
death occurred at Lockport, in 1907, and his loss was
universally mourned in liis community where lie had
been a good, strong and reliable citizen. A republican
in his political views, he served as deputy county
clerk of Niagara County, New York, as city clerk of
Lockport, as clerk of the board of supervisors and
as deputy county treasurer.
His fraternal connection was with tlie Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

Mr. Spooner married Miss Mary Brewer, who was
born at Hartford, Connecticut, in 1819, and died at
Lockport, New York, in 1900, and they became the
Cornelia Jermain, who died
parents of six children
unmarried at Lockport, New York, at the age of
twenty -nine years; Sarah J., who is a resident of
Evanston, Illinois; George A., who is- a retired resident of Leavenworth, Kansas, having been formerly
a paymaster in the service of the United States army,
as well as being a veteran of the Civil war; Mary E.,
who is the wife of F. F. Dodge, employed in a railroad office at Galveston, Texas; Laura C, of Evans-
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City for the firm of Butler Brothers, and

remained

when

in that position for more than three years,
he returned to Kansas, in 1888, and entered the

emplo}- of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad, at
Sedalia, as revising clerk. He was next appointed to
the .I'oint accounts and then promoted to tlie office of
chief clerk of the ledger desk, next to the auditor 's
department at Parsons, in 1895, and in 1915 to the
office of general auditor of the road, with his offices
in the general offices of the line.
His promotion has
been won by merit alone and in railroad circles he is
accounted the right man for the place. Mr. Spooner 's

is at No. 1615 Morgan Avenue.
He is a republican in politics, and a member of the International
and Rotary clubs, of Parsons, and of the Parsons
Cliambcr of Commerce. As a citizen he lends his support to good measures and no worthy movement appeals to him in vain.
Mr. Spooner was married first in 1883 at Leavenworth,
Kansas, to Miss Eliza Lucinda Watkins,
daughter of the late S. E. Watkins, who was retired
at the time of his death. Mrs. Spooner died at Saint
Louis, Missouri, in 1894, having been the mother of

home

three children, namely:
Mary Elizabeth, who is the
wife of F. Glen T.aylor, of Little Rock, Arkansas,
traveling livestock claim agent for the Rock Island
Railroad; Jermain Alden, of Parsons, chief clerk of
fuel accounts of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad; and Charles E., Jr., also of Parsons, ticket clerk
for the same road.
Mr. Spooner was again married
in 1903, at Kansas City, Missouri, to Miss Nellie Inez
Buzan, daughter of the late Squire Buzan, who up
to the time of his death was a successful agriculturist
of Forest City, Missouri. Mr. and Mrs. Spooner have
liad no children.

:

Edouard Baillot, who holds
the chair of Romance Languages at the Northwestern
University, Evanston; and Charles E., of this review.
ton, Illinois, wife of Prof.

E. Spooner received his education in the
public schools of Lockport and was fifteen years of
age when he took his place among the world 's workers
as a bundle-boy in a department store of his native
He soon won promotion to the position of
place.
clerk, which he held for two years, and in 1876 first
came to Kansas and located at Leavenworth, where
for six months he was clerk in Clark & Company's
private banking house.
Returning to Loc.ki)ort, he
was for one year a salesman in a clothing store, and
then returned to the dry goods with which he had
started his career, .although this time in the post of
Mr. Spooner gained one year's experibookkeeper.
ence in this capacity and then went to Indianapolis,
Indiana, where he was bookkeeper for the Owen Pixley Company for one and one-half years, and his next
position was in Chicago, where for something over a
year he was connected with the credit department of
Butler Brothers.
In 1880 he returned to Leavenworth and secured the position of secretary of the
Union Stone Works, but after one year became a
member of the firm of George A. Spooner & Brother,
books and stationery, for one and one-half years.
Disposing of his interests in this concern, Mr.
Spooner returned to the East, as office manager at
Cliarles

Albert W. Knowles. Topeka recently had cause
mourn the death of two pioneer citizens and able
and successful business men, Albert W. Knowles
and his brother Charles O. Knowles, both of whom
passed away within a few days of each other. At
to

the time of his death on October, 1916, Albert W.
Knowles was vice president of the Bank of Topeka,

which he had been identified
years, and he had been a resident of
the age of twenty.
with

twenty-eight

Topeka

since

His father was Joshua Knowles, whose name also
deserves the distinction of mention in any history of
Topeka or Kansas. As a farmer, financier, promoter
of good movements and public spirited citizen,
Joshua Knowles came and went among the people
of his adopted city from the time of his arrival
in November, 1859, until the close of his life August
There remained in his wake an impression
S, 1869.
of usefulness, of genuine dependable citizenship,
traceable to his untiring zeal and ready recognition
of opportunity.
Member of a family that

was founded

in

America

1640 by emigrants from England, Joshua Knowles
was born in Massachusetts June 23, 1816. He received an ordinary education in his native state,
and for many years was engaged in farming there.
He first came to Kansas in 1857, taking up a homeIt was his determination to make the state
stead.
his future home, but after a year he returned to Massachusetts, and remained there until November, 1859,
selling his homestead in Eastham, Massachusetts, to
Gustavus Swift, who later became the noted Chicago
packer. He came back to Kansas and located in
Topeka. Here he engaged in the business of buying
sheep, which he rented out to the neighboring farmers on shares. Joshua Knowles was one of the prime
in
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movers in the building of tlie old iiontoon bridge
across the river at Tojioka. He became one of the
incorporators of the old Topcka Bank and Savings
Institution, and was actively connected with that
until his death. Out of this bank grew the present
Hank of Topcka.
Joshua Knowles married Lucinda Doane. Her ancestor, John Doane, settled at Eastham, MassachuThe two sons of Joshua Knowles to
setts, in 1640.

reach maturity were Albert W. and Charles O.
Joshua Knowles and wife were active members of
the Methodist Church.
The late Albert W. Knowles was born in Massachusetts, January 16, 1839. Few men had in their
lifetime exjierience more of adventure, danger and
hardship than Mr. Knowles. Like many boys who
live along tlie sea coast, the mariner's occupation
was a constant fascination to him, and as early as

he was gaining experience before the mast.
As ajfcy of eighteen ho left his home at Eastham
and shipped on a sailing vessel bound on a long
thirte^i

around the globe.
Before attaining his
he had visited every continent and helped
to steer the course of the ship through the waters
of every ocean. On returning home he exchanged
the adventures of the sea for those of the Far West.
At the age of nineteen, in ISuS, he arrived in the
Territory of Kansas. Here he took up the trade of
stone mason and in a practical sense he helped to lay
It
the foundation of the capital city of Kansas.
was his regular occupation until 1872. During that
time he assisted in the stone work of the old east
wing of the State House.
In the meantime, with the outbreak of the war in
1861, he enlisted for the three months' service in
Company A of the Second Regiment Kansas Volunteer Infantry. His time up with this organization,
he utilized his previous experience as a sailor, and
in 1K62 enlisted from Charlcstown Navy Yard in the
United States navy. He was on the sloops of war
Ossipee and Pensacola, and during the greater part
of the remaining months of the war was engaged in
blockade dutv. He received an honorable discharge

voyage

ma.ioritj'

in 1864.

In

1872

with

his

brother

Charles,

Albert

W.

Knowles engaged in the retail hardware business in
Topeka. They conducted one of the old and successful establishments of that kind for sixteen years.
Selling his interests as a merchant, Mr. Knowles en-

tered the banking business as vice president of the
of Toi)eka, and he held that position continuously for twenty-eight years until his death.
Mr. Knowles was a prominent republican, for a number of years was a member of the Topeka City Council, for eleven years served as city treasurer, and was
always ungrudging of his time and energies in behalf of the community where he spent all the mature
years of his life. He had long been identified with
Topeka Lodge of the Masons, and was also a member
of the Grand Army of the Republic.
In August, 1805, ho married Miss Mary Sheldon.
She died in February, 190'>. leaving one son, Reuben
Knowles, who is an olTicial in the Bank of Topeka.
In 1906 Mr. Knowles married Mrs. Mary A. O'Brien,
a native of New York City.

Bank

Amour

LORiAtrx.

the alert and enterpristhe last sever.al years have utilized the opportunities olTcred at C.iney for business
preferment and who have attained thereby success, is
Amour Loriaux, whose career is typical of modern
progress and advancement, and who as a man of

ing

men who during

Among

affairs ranks among the leaders of the younger generation in this live community.
Mr. Loriaux is vice

manager of the Connelly Window Glass
Company, a concern which from modest beginnings
has grown to large projiortions, and has been a resident of Caney since 1908.
^Vmour Loriaux was born at Charleroi, Hainaut,
Belgium, December 24, 1885, and is a son of Joseph
and Julia (Haubrugc) Loriaux, natives also of that
His grandfather, Emile Loriaux, was born in
place.
1843, at Charleroi, came to the United States in 1891,
and after spending one year at Streator, Illinois,
moved to Hartford City, Indiana. He then came to
Caney, Kansas, where he is now living in comfortable
retirement, still strong and vigorous in both mind
and l)ody in spite of his seventy-three years. During
president and

his

active years he followed

the trade of a

glass-

a vocation which has been engaged in by the
members of the family for a number of generations.
Joseph Loriaux was born in November, 1865, at
Charleroi, Belgium, where ho was reared and educated,
and in his youth learned the glass-blowing trade,
which he followed during his entire residence in his
native land. Wlien he came to the United States, in
1891, ho went to Streator, Illinois, where there was a
glass factory, in wliich ho worked for one year, at
the end of that time moving to Hartford City, Indiana, where he likewise followed his trade. In April,
1908, he eamc with his family to Caney, and in 1913
went to Bartlesville, Oklahoma, where ho now makes
his home.
Mr. Loriaux at this time is a merchant
in the line of meat and groceries, and also has holdings in the oil fields of Kansas and Oklahoma and is
a producer. He is a republican in politics, and fraternally a charter member of Caney Lodge No. 1215,
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
of Caney Lodge of the Fraternal Order of Eagles.
Mr. Ijoriaux married Julia Haubruge, who was bom
in 1868, .at Charleroi, and they have five children,
namely: Amoiir, of this notice; Joseph, who is a
window glass worker of Caney; Radolph, who is
engaged in merchandising at Bartlesville, Oklahoma;
lilower,

Francine,

who

and Eva, who

resides at that pl.ace with her parents;
is a student in the Bartlesville public

schools.

Amour Loriaux was educated in the public schools
of Hartford City, Indiana, and as he proved a bright
and attentive scholar, was able to graduate from the
eighth grade when he was thirteen years of age.
Being anxious to enter upon his independent career,
he secured employment in a window glass factory
at Hartford City, Indiana, and subsequently held a
Danville, Illinois, from whence he
Hero Mr. Loriaux secured
1908.
a place in the plant of the Connelly Glass Window
Comj)any, and through the display of ability, indus-

like

position

came

to

at

Caney

in

won steady promotion until, in 1915,
made manager of the concern, as well as
president and a member of the board of direc-

try and fidelity,

he was
vice

a yoimg man, Mr. Loriaux has established
sound judgment and keen s.agacity.
While he never sacrifices a safe conservatism to
porson.al ambitions, yet he has always sought honorable advancement.
Few men can spe.ak with more
authority upon the glass business, and he has proven
his ability to handle the problems that always arise
in the conduct of growing enterprises.
He holds
membership in the National Window Glass Workers'
tors.

Still

a reputation for

Mr. Loriaux is interested in civic afand has not hesitated to advocate those measures and principles that he believes are best for his
Accepting modern ideas, he gives his su])port
city.
to movements along material and moral progress.
Association.
fairs,

(^ i^tXlf.^^ty/i^.'trK^
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His political views make him a republican, and framembership in the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, having been a charter
member of Caney Lodge No. 1215.
Mr. Loriaus was married in 1904, at Hartford
Eva Goossens, a daughter of
Citv, Indiana, to Miss
Victor and Henrietta Goossens, farming people of
Mr. and Mrs. Loriaux have two
Hartford City.
children: Amour, Jr., born December 19, 1906; and
Maurice, born August 27, 1909.
ternally he holds

James W.

Reid, assistant general attorney of the

Kansas & Texas Railway Company at Parand a man
sons, is one of Parsons' young lawyers
of many brilliant qualifications and of rising repuMissouri,

tation.

Johnson County, Missouri, July
His ancestors came out of England and
22, 1883.
were early settlers in the State of Ohio. His father
J. N. Reid was born in Ohio, and died at Xenia
Most of his active career wac
in that state in 1896.
in Missouri as a farmer, and he was also a

He was born

in

spent
Polititraveling salesman for a number of years.
was a member of the
cally he was a republican and
J. N. Reid married
Methodist Episcopal Church.
Elmira Elliott, a native of Ohio. She died in Warrensburg, Missouri.
James W. Reid received his early education in the
Johnson County,
public schools of Warrensburg,
school at
Missouri, graduated in 1900 from the high
Warrensburg, and then came to Kansas and in 1903
received his degree A. B. from Baker University.
Newspaper work formed part of his early experience,
and he paid some of the expenses of his law course
in that profession. In 1907 he graduated LL. B. from
the Kansas City School of Law and was admitted
He practiced for a time
to the bar the same year.
in Kansas City, Kansas, but from 1908 to 1913 was
associated with John J. Jones at Chanute, Kansas.
Since October, 1913, he has been assistant general
attorney with the Missouri, Kansas & Texas with
He is a member of the
headquarters at Parsons.
Labette County and State Bar associations and beChurch of
longs to the First Methodist Episcopal
Parsons. In 1909, at' Topeka Mr. Reid married Miss
.\nna Iloch, daiiglitei- of that distinguislied Kansan
former Governor E. W. Hoch. Mr. and Mrs. Reid

have two children: Edward Hoch, born December 27,
1909, and James Richard, born May 1, 1914.

A notable life came to a
Samuel N. Simpson on November 27, 1915.
Important though his achievements
were in the field of business and in the development
of many useful enterprises and undertakings in the
cities of Lawrence and Kansas City, Kansas, it is
because his activities and influence were so vitally
S.\MUEL N. Simpson.

close with the death of

identified with the primitive period of the territorial
Kansas that his individual history bulks so large

annals of the state and furnishes a chapter
that may be read with instruction and profit by every
student of Kansas annals.
The story of his early experiences was well told
in his own words.
He wrote them at the request
of his children, and it was due to a modesty which
>ras one of his characteristics that he never used
the ]irononn I in the entire recital. It is a narrative
simply told and with a personal detachment and
candor that makes it one of the most illuminating
in

tlie

chapters in Kansas history. There is every propriety
in permitting the readers of this publication to see
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through the eyes of Mr. Simpson the conditions as he

saw fhem in the early

territorial period.

He

begins his narrative witli a brief description
of the conditions which prevailed as a result of the
struggle between the free state and pro-slavery elements for the possession of Kansas. He tells how
by tlio wholesale importation of voters from Missouri
a slavery territorial legislature was elected in 1855,
a code of slave laws enacted to govern the territory,
and how the macliinery of the Federal Government
and its army were used to bank up these iniquitous
As a result, he says, by the summer of
measures.
1856 one-third of the free .state settlers had left the
Kansas territory liecause of the enormities of the
slave power. From that point his story can Ce quoted
in his

At

' '

own words:
this

time

wlien

there

seemed

to

be

total

events without
knowing it himself or attracting any attention from
kind Providence now seemed
even his neighbors.
to take matters in hand, using forces that were not
In September, 1854, he arrived in
appreciated.
darkness, a

man commenced shaping

A

what

is

now

called Lawrence, having walked through

He had been reared in New Hampshire.
Missouri.
On the first Sabbatli after he arrived he organized
a Bible class. On the first Sabbath iu 1855 he gathered the few children in town together iu his oflSce
and commenced a Sunday school, which became the
Sunday school of the" Plymouth Congregational
church of Lawrence.
During 1855 he organized a
Sabbath school at the home of Mr. Lyons, four miles
up the California Road. Mrs. Sarah T. D. Robertson
and Mrs. Kellogg were teachers.
"In the winter of 1855 and 1856 the Plymouth
East
Congregational church asked this man to go

He accepted,
to raise money for a church building.
and in raising this money came in contact with Dr.

Post of St. Louis; Dr. Thompson, of Buffalo; Henry
Ward Beecher and Dr. Bellows in New York and
Brooklyn; Dr. Todd, in Pittsburg; Eli Thayer, J. M.
S. Williams, Amos A. Lawrence, Leonard Bacon, Dr.
Cabbott, Dr. Webb, Edward Everett, Robert Winthrop,
Dr. Wallace and many others in New England. In
May, 1856, he organized a Sunday school at Franklin,
a small town three miles west of Lawrence, settled
Charles
mostly by families from slave states.
Edwards, of Lawrence, was a teacher. During the
dark period in 1856 there were some thirty young
men from different southern states scattered throughout Douglass county, boarding with families from
These young men received thirty
Southern states.
dollars per month from the states from which they
Their occupation was to create such a state
came.
of society by burning houses, barns, hay and grain
stacks, killing stock and occasionally killing a man,
as in the case of Barber, Hoyt and Dow, that free
state settlers would cease to come to the territory
and many of those already there would leave rather
than live under such conditions.
Dr. Charles Robinson and several other free state
men were held as prisoners by United States troops
' '

camp about eight miles west of Lawrence. Dr.
Robinson was the leader of the free state cause and
This
party in Kansas Territory during the struggle.
unnamed man visited the camp and talked over the
conditions.
They agreed that a vigilance committee
To obey
should be formed with two by-laws, viz:
orders and to keep secrets and to make it their first

in a

business to force out of the country the

men who

were committing the depredations and murders.
This man returned to Lawrence and invited to
his office Turner Sampson, a democrat from the
'

'
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door of the fort to prevent those inside from
pushing the wagon away from the building. Soon a
white Hag was run up over the fort, and the cannon
captured and taken out with gun carriage and wheels.
In the moment of success and victory the cost of
The men embraced the cannon
victory is forgotten.
even in that dark hour.
"After further deliberation it was planned to take
by storm before daylight the fort on Washington
Creek, six miles south of Lawrence; and that the
lannon should be moved west upon the California road
to Fort Titus twelve miles west of Lawrence.
Kimball brothers and this man returned to Lawrence
and fished out of the Kansas river the type which the
border ruflSans had taken from the ofiice of the
Herald of Freedom, the Kansas Tribune and the
Kansas Free State, a few weeks before and thrown
into the Kansas river at the time they destroyed the
Free State Hotel and burned Dr. Charles Robinson's
house.
The lead was run into three bullets for the
cannon to be used at the taking of Fort Titus. All
the forces with the cannon must be brought against
the last fort and it must be taken before night.
"The company which had come through Nebraska
arrived during the night that Franklin and Washington Creek forts were taken and assisted the free
state army in taking the last of the three forts. The
news of the two victories in the night spread with the

State of Maine, and Milton Guest, of Indiana, both
men being over forty-five years of age. The conditions in the county were discussed and it was
agreed to organize a vigilance committee with the
above by-laws. The three agreed to meet that evening after dark at a vacant house near the Blood
Mill.
They met and decided upon three persons who
should be invited to meet at the same place the next
At the next meeting there were six persons
night.
present and at the next twelve. In a short time the

the

committee had grown to have two hundred members
and they wished to elect this man dictator.
He
refused and a Mr. Green, who operated a saw mUl, was
Mr. Green was true and brave and
elected dictator.
very quiet. His orders were law. It is only when society
desperate straits that it consents to a dictatorThe organization did its work well and after
a few of the marauders had been visited at night
the rest left for Missouri.
"One day soon thereafter, when this man was
superintending his Sunday school at Franklin, a
Southern man, whose children attended the school,
'I think
asked him to step to one side and said:
that I ought to tell you that an army from Missouri
will be up here in a short time to destroy Lawrence.
They are using a certain log cabin in town as a
fort, and already have a cannon there to use against
the town when they come up. Please do not give me
is in

ship.

and the free state army numbered
armed men before it reached Fort
Shombry, of General Lane 's party,
in behalf of himself and his men, offered to take
the fort by storm.
They were not successful and

morning

away.'

"This unnamed man went up

to the camp the next
day and informed Dr. Eobinson. It was agreed that
the fort at Franklin and any others which might be

learned of should be taken before the army arrived
from Missouri and the cannon secured.
The free
state party had been on the defensive long enough,
and besides, it was known that a company of men
under Gener.il Lane from the free states was on its
way through Iowa and >rebraska to help the free
state settlers of Kansas.
It was thought well to
strike a blow before assistance came.
This man
returned to Lawrence and the order came to eighty
men of the vigilance committee to meet at two points
near Franklin after dark the next night. Upon arriving at the points designated one party was to attack
the fort at Franklin from the south side and the
other party from the north side, and to take it. The
men drew near upon their hands and knees so as not
to be seen and to expose themselves as little as
possible.

"They all had Sharp rifles and they used them
but to no good purpose. A space had been left open
between the logs of the fort about five feet from the
ground and those inside could fire through this openOne free state man was killed and others
ing.
wounded. The free state men were obliged to withdraw. And now what should be done? Some said
the fort could not be taken without a cannon.
The
men were wet with the dew upon the grass. It was
nearly midnight. The jiale moonlight and the dying
companions afforded a sad ])i(;ture. This man declared
that the fort must be taken if they had to pry the
The cannon within must come into their
logs apart.
hands. It was finally decided to load upon a wagon
some hay and dry fencing and what tar and rosin could
be found in town to set the log fort on fire. Wlien
the load was ready a call was made for volunteers to
draw the fuel against the fort. Captain Bickerton,
Caleb Pratt, S. C. Smith, Reuben Randall, Edward
Russell, this man and two or three others took hold
and drew the wagon close to the fort, then lighting
the hay. The light illumined the town. It was agreed
that a stream of bullets should be fired steadilv into
•

.

light

several hundred
Titus.
Colonel

the colonel lost his life in the attempt.
The free
state army, out of range of the rifles in the fort
now waited for the cannon with the three bullets.
'
A man was found who had served in the English
army Captain Hickerton. The cannon was placed
in his hands and after loading it he announced that
he would give the enemy a copy of Kansas Herald
The bullet went through the log fort.
of Freedom.
The cannon was loaded again and with a voice that
all could
hear the Captain announced that they
After
should have a copy of the Kansas Tribune.
this bullet went through the fort up came a white
Titus and eighteen prisoners were taken. The
flag.
return to Lawrence in the latter part of the afternoon
with the prisoners and the triumph of the three \'ictorics cannot be described.
"Colonel Titus, who was wounded, and the other
prisoners were placed in the hands of this man, and
he secured Dr. S. B. Prentice to attend to the wounded.
The battle of Franklin was the Bunker HiU in the
Kansas warfare, except that the victory was more
The prisoners
telling and the results came sooner.
were soon exchanged for free state prisoners who
were being held under the bogus territorial government under sham charges that they might be prevented from working for the free state cause. The
people of Missouri went on preparing for the taking
of Lawrence, for they realized it would be impossible
to hold slaves in a state with such a town as Lawrence
in it.
Three armies were recruited in Missouri and
'

—

were on their way to Lawrence. This was in Sejitember, 18.56, and an election for president of the
t'nitod States would be held in November. The democratic leaders in the East decided that the war in
Kansas must be stopped or the party would be
If Lawrence should be destroyed by Misdefeated.
Govsourians, the election would go against them.
ernor Shannon, the territorial governor, was withdrawn and Mr. Gerry was appointed to fill his place.
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He arrived in tlie territory while the army from
Missouri were ou their way to Lawrence. Governor
Gerry ordered some United States troops, a battery
of flying artillery, from Fort Leavenworth into Douglass county, stationing them near Lawrence.
"The Missouri army was then encamped a few

miles east of Lawrence on the Wakurusa Creelc and
the advance guard was so near Lawrence that it was
exchanging shots with the Cabbott Guard Company,
which company had been raised by this man. The
rifles had been furnished him by Dr. Cabbott, of
Every
Boston, in case he could raise a company.
free state man was in his place and the women of

Lawrence were doing their part. On Sunday night
or Monday morning the attack would be made,
despite the fact that the Missourians had twentyeight hundred men to the free state's six hundred.
At this stage, Governor Gerry located this battery of
flying artillery upon the hill south of Lawrence and
asked the Cabbott Guard to support their artillery
in ease of a battle.
The governor then went to the
lieadquarters of the Missouri army and told them
If Lawrence were
they must return to Missouri.
destroyed, then the election would go against the
democrats and all would be lost. The oflJeers, supported by tlie men, informed the governor that they
liad come to wipe Lawrence from the earth and that
The governor replied that
they intended to do it.
he had the United States troops ready and that he
should use them to protect Lawrence; that he had
orders from the President of the United States to
do

so.

The Missourians deliberated

all

night

but

saw that they could not hope to succeed with
the United States troops united with the free state
men, and so returned to Missouri. Thus euded tlie
contest in Kansas Territory to make it a slave state
by force of arms.
'< There was
fighting in Southern Kansas later which
grew out of local difficulties. The successful capture
of the fort at Franklin and the other two forts was

iinally

the death knell of the introduction of slavery into
The loss of Kansas to the Soutli brought
Kansas.
secession.
Secession brought the war, and the war
brought emancipation. Thus Pro\ddence often seemingly employs the most insignificant means to bring
about very important results. In this ease tlicre has
been built a mighty nation which may yet control
the governments of the world.
In the veins of Samuel N. Simpson flowed the
blood of freemen, and it is not strange that he
became an actor of importance in the critical days of
' '

Bleeding' Kansas.
in

New England

The Simpson family was founded
coming

in 1631, the first of tlie name
There were Simpsons in tlie

from Scotland.
French
and Indian war, and John Simpson, grandfather of
Samuel N., enlisted from his native town of Deerfield, New Hampshire, at the beginning of tlie revolution.

He

arrived in time to take part in the Battle
of Bunkier Hill, and the family tradition is that he
fired the first gun in the battle and was promptly
arrested on charge of disobeying orders.
Later, ou
the same battlefield, he was commissioned major. His
flintlock musket and his commission descended as
heirlooms and were greatly cherished and prized by
the late Mr. Simpson of Kansas City.

Samuel N. Simpson was born at Deerfield, New
Hampshire, October 3, 1826, a sou of Samuel and
Hannali (Pearson) Simpson.
His father came out
to Kansas in 1857, was an early settler at Lawrence,
and died there at the age of eighty-two, his wife
having passed away at seventy-nine.
Supplementing his own recital of early times at
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Lawrence, it should be stated that Samuel N. Simpson
was one of the party of six persons who were the
first settlers of that town.
It was at bis suggestion
that the town was named Lawrence in honor of Amos
A.' Lawrence, of Boston.
Mr. Lawrence, on being
informed of this compliment, sent a draft for $10,000,
directing that the money be used for educational
The fund later increased to $14,000, and
purposes.

when Kansas established its State University the City
of Lawrence offered this fund as an aid to the institution

provided it should be located at Lawrence,
which was done.
After the war Mr. Simpson engaged in business
at Lawrence and he always considered that city his
home, though he was a resident for many years of
Kansas City, Kansas. He was laid to rest at Lawrence. He organized the Simpson Bank at Lawrence,
became prominent in real estate affairs, and in 1877
he extended his business to Wyandotte County. He
was the first to propose changing the name of Wyandotte to Kansas City. He also built the first bridge
where the new Central Avenue bridge and viaduct is
now being constructed. Mr. Simpson was one of the
first white men to buy land from Split
Log, the
Wyandotte Chief, and received from him the right
of way for the bridge. The late Mr. Simpson,
together
with his sons, improved and developed many of the
most valuable parts of Kansas City, Kansas, and
in the real estate field he was long pre-eminent.
Mr.
Simpson was devoted to the prohibition cause, was
a republican in politics without aspirations for oflSce,
and was a sincere and devout Christian, being a
member with his wife of the Congregational Cliureh.
In 1864 Samuel N. Simpson returned to Columbus,
Ohio, and married Miss Kate Lyon Burnett.
Her
father. Judge Calvin Burnett, a native of
was for many years a well-known citizen

Vermont,

of LawMrs. Simpson was a highly educated
and cultured woman, and for many years gave the
distinction of her presence to one of tlie most hosShe was
pitable homes in the State of Kansas.
born in Vermont in IS.'iS and died in 1900. There
were three children:
Charles Lyon, Burnett Newell
and Nellie Josephine, an adopted daugliter, the latter
being the wife of William A. Ackeniiausen.
Cliarles Lyon Simpson was born in the
City of
Lawrence Novemlier 23, 1865, and his brother, Burnett
was
born
there
in
N.,
July, 1869. Charles Lyon was
a- student in the Boston Institute of
Technology three
and
then
became
associated with his father in
years,
the real estate business. He is now one of the oldest
rence, Kansas.

established

men

in real estate circles in

Kansas

City,

Kansas, and has promoted some of the largest deals
and has brouglit about some of the most notable
improvements on both sides of the state line. He is at
tlie present time actively concerned with
something
like thirty-five additions in various parts of Kansas
City, Missouri. In 1913 he served as president of the

National Association of Eeal Estate Boards, was
president of the Kansas City Real Estate Board two
years, 1911-12, and is a member of the Country
Club, the Blue Hills Club and the University Club.
On January .5, 1893, he married Mary Miner Gambia
of Kansas City, Missouri.
They have two children:
Dorothea and Hamilton Simpson, both of whom are
school
at
attending
Washington, D. C.
Burnett Newell Simpson is a graduate of Harvard
After studying law at Harvard UniUniversity.
versity, he began its practice in Kansas City, Missouri,
and later formed a partnersliip with diaries A.
He is vice president of the Banking Trust
Boaley.
Company and represents several large eastern estates
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lie was an incorpoin their western investments,
rator, and for several years, the secretary, of the
University Club of Kansas City and also member of
the Kansas City Country Club and the Blue Hills
Club. In 1903, he married Caroline C. Gamble, granddaughter of Governor Gamble of Missouri.

Albert Smith, M. D. It is practically beyond the
possible for the couscicutious physician and surgeon
to arrive at a condition of mind where he is satisfied
with his accomplishments, no matter what their de-

gree, for, with an understanding of what great things
are coming to the man of science, the numerous avenues yet unopened which will lead to new realms u\
the cure of the ills of humanity, and a constant yearning to add to his store of personal knowledge, he, of
necessity, keeps on striving for perfection as long as

remains. One of the men of the Kansas profeswho has already accomplished much out of the
ordinary, but who remains a close student and careful
investigator, is Dr. Albert Smith, of Parsons, who has
been engaged in a general practice here for more than
life

sion

twenty years.
Doctor Smith was born at Erie, Kansas, July 24,
1870, and is a son of Irvin and Gallic (Kennedy)
Smith, and a member of a family which assisted in
His
the pioneer settlement of the State of Ohio.
father was born in 1846, in Columbus, Ohio, and was
there reared and educated, but as a young man went
to Wabash, Indiana, where he was married and established himself in the drug business. In 1868 he came
to Kansas and settled at Erie, where for many years
he was proprietor of a leading pharmacy, and retired
in 1910 and moved to Parsons, where he now resides.
He is a republican and a man of intelligence and real
worth. Mr. Smith married Callie Kennedy, who was
born in 1850, in Ohio, and died at Eldorado Springs,
Missouri, in 1886, and they became the parents of
three children: Albert, of this notice; Nell, who died
at Parsons, in 1905, as the wife of Peter Duffy, now
a merchant of this city; and May, who died at the
age of two years.
After attending the public schools of Parsons,
Albert Smith placed himself under the preceptorship
of Professor Uixon, a. graduate of Jolms Hopkins
University, who tutored him in his preparatory work,
and thus he was fitted to enter the Kansas University,
S[)ent one year in studying pharmacy. Next,
entered the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy,
from which he was duly graduated with the class of
1890, and then began his medical stuibes in the Chicago College of Physicians and Surgeons, an institution in which he spent two years. His education was
still more further advanced by a course at the famous
Hahnemann Medical College, from wjiich he was
graduated in 1895, with his cherished degree of
Doctor of Medicine. Unlike many physicians. Doctor
Smith did not cease to be a student when he had
received his degree. On the contrary, he was incited
to greater effort in the lino of acquiring knowledge,
and since his graduation has taken postgraduate
courses at the Chicago Policlinic, the New York Polyclinic and the New York Post Graduate School, and

where he
he

in 1914 wont to Europe, visiting the famous institutions of Vienna, Paris, London and Berlin and spending five months in specializing in surgical work.
Doctor Smith began practice at Parsons in 1895,
and here has continued without interruption, save
during the time he has been engaged in special study.
He has a large clientele and carries on a general practice in both medicine and surgery, and is also local
surgeon for the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad.

Holding to high ideals in his professional service, his
work has always been characterized by a devotion to
duty and with an appreciation of the responsibilities resting upon him.
He keeps in touch with all
recent work in his profession, and his sound judgment and wide experience, combined with the benefits
he secured from nu>mbershi[i in the various
organizations, county, state and national, of his profession, enable him to decide upon what is valuable
and that which is unessential in liis practice. HLe
are located at Nos. 1812',{; and
his residence is at No. 1610,
on the same thoroughfare. Doctor Smith is a repubHe is fralican, but has not sought public office.
ternally connected with the Modern Woodmen of
America and the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, and also holds membership in the Commercial
and Rot.ary clubs and the Parsons Chamber of

well-appointed

1814% Main

oflices

Street,

and

Commerce.
Doctor Smith was married at Parsons, in 1896, to
Miss Nannie E. Cowden, of this city, and to this
union there has been born one son: Albert N., born
December 11, 1903, who is a member of the fre.shman
class at the Parsons High School.

Jackson B. Cr.\ne. Although the founder of the
Crane family in Kansas, Jackson B. Crane was
neither born nor died in this state, he spent fortyfive years here, the best part of his life, and his name
deserves preservation in the country's enduring
annals. His was one of the first pioneer cabins built
in 1S54 within a radius of eleven miles west of
Leavenworth, then the frontier. He was one of that
hardy band that not only dared the privations of
the wilderness but had the resolute will that accepted
a life that, at that time, positively

demanded

eternal

Through his
vigUanco because of savage strife.
almost fifty years here he worked effectively for the
best interests of this section in every way, and
courageously advocated reforms when only truly
brave men did so.
Jackson B. Crane was born in Ohio, owing his
baptismal name, perhaps, to the fact that his birthday occurred on or very near the day that General
Jackson captured New Orleans, .lanuary S, 1815. In
manhood he left his native state for Iowa, accompanied by his aged father, who died at Muscatine
and was buried there. Mr. .Tackson Crane remained
at Oskaloosa, Iowa, until 1854, in the meanwhile becoming a trusted and valued citizen of Mahaska
County, which he served two terms as sheriff. He
had always been a democrat, a .Tacksonian democrat,
but the time came when his opinions changed to some
degree on the subject of slavery. This attitude gave
him some trouble with his neighbors after he had
moved to Kansas, in 1854, but he was unyielding in
his views in regard to the further spread of slavery.
Hence, when the infant republican party came into
existence, in 1S56, with its main platform of prohibition of slavery in the territories, it found in Mr.
Crnnp. a conscientious supporter, to such an extent
that he sent his eldest son back to his old neighbors
in Iowa to give them his views, as having had more
experience of slavery than they in its practical workings, and to urge them to approve the principles of
the new party and vote for its first presidential candidate, .Tohn C. Fremont, as was his own intention.
It is on record that many of them did so.
•Tackson B. Crane and his wife had thirteen children:
Columbus, Alexander Pope, .Tames, Miner,
Leonard, John, Robert, Stephen, .Tackson, William,
Ann, Emeline and Mary. After a residence of forty-
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five years in Leavenworth County, Jackson B. Crane
and wife left Kansas and moved to Perry, Oklahoma,
where both died in advanced age. Of their surviving
eleven children, the ages run from lifty-two to

eighty-one years.
Columbus Crane, the eldest son of the founder of
the family in Kansas, married Miss Permelia Jones,
a member of a family that came to Kansas in 1855
from Ohio. To them were born five children, three
sons and two daughters:
Lafayette Fremont, who
was born in 1858; Emma, who is now Mrs. Tork,
lives at Holton, Kansas; Josephine, who is Mrs.
Blossom, lives at Rutland, Vermont; Alfred E., who

was born

in 1863, at Leavenworth, is an attorney at
Topeka; and Calvin C, who is a temporary resident
of Eureka Springs, Arkansas.
Alfred E. Crane married Miss Lillian M. Woodburn, a member of a family that came to Kansas in
1860.
Kev. J. A. Woodburn still survives, having
been active in the ministi'y for sixty years. The
family and its connections are all prominent in the
state. One son, F. T. Woodburn, is a district judge
at Holton, Kansas. An uncle of Mrs. Crane, John
Quincy Adams Eoberts, wlio was one of the early
pioneers, still survives at the age of eighty-seven

years, a resident of Newcastle, Indiana. He was a
soldier in the Union army during the Civil war.

Mr. and Mrs. Crane have one son, Harry Alfred, who

was born

in 1902.

John Henrt Keith. From his native state of
Kentucky, where his ancestors had lived for generations, and where he was admitted to the bar, John
Henry Keith came west about twenty-five years ago,
and the greater part of the time has been in active
practice as a lawyer at Coffeyville.
Along with a
large clientage he has developed many interests that
connect him with the oil and gas industry of the
Mid-Continent field, and he long since reached that
position where he can be properly spoken of as a
Buccessful and prosperous man.
His birth occurred in Warren County, Kentucky,
December 3, 1867. The Keith family originated in
Scotland, and in colonial days was transplanted to
One of tlie early governors of the
Pennsylvania.
Province of Pennsylvania was Sir William Keith.
The old home built by Governor Keith in Bucks
County twenty miles northeast of Philadelphia is
still standing.
Mr. Keith had one ancestor, Alexander Keith, who served with a Virginia regiment in
the Continental line during the Revolution.
Mr.
Keith's grandfather, Rev. John Keith, was born in
Kentucky in 1816, was for many years an active
Baptist minister, and died in Warren County of
that state in 1891.
He married Mary Edwards,
who was born in Virginia, and the Edwards family
also furnished soldiers to the Revolution from Virginia.

Ivey Keith, father of John H. Keith of Coffeywas born in Kentucky in 1846, and spent his
life in that state as a farmer and stockman.
During
the war he served in the Union army,
enlisting in
1863 in Company I of the Fifty-second
Regiment of
Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, and remained in the
service until the close of the war.
He was several
times wounded, and took part in a number of battles
and skirmishes. He was a republican iu politics, and
an active member of the Baptist Church.
His
death occurred in Butler County, Kentucky, in 1913.
Ivey Keith married Jennie Finney, who' was born
in Warren County, Kentucky, in
1846, and died on
the old farm homestead in that state in
April, 1915.
ville,
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Her

father was Jack Finney, who was born in Ken1814, was a farmer, and died at Allen
Jack Finney married
Springs, Kentucky, in 1854.
Lueinda Thomas, a cousin of Gen. George H.
Thomas of Chickamauga fame. She represented a Virginia family and some of her ancestors were soldiers
in the Revolution. Jack Finney was a sou of
Morgan
Finney, who was also a Virginia volunteer in the

tucky in

Revolutionary army.
Mr. and Mrs. Ivey Keith had a large family of
children, briefly noted as follows: John Henry;
Addie, wife of R. B. Lawrence, a farmer and stockman in Butler County, Kentucky; Clay, who was in
the oil and cattle business and also a banker and
merchant at Lenape, Oklahoma, and was killed in an
automobile accident south of Coffeyville in 1914;
Euclid, who is a farmer in Butler and Warren counties, Kentucky, and resides in the former county;
Emmett, a farmer and cattle man at Lenape, Oklahoma; S. E. Keith, iu the oil business at Lenape;
William, who resides at Lenape, Oklahoma, and has
been engaged in the oil business and also has served
as clerk of court.
Reared in Kentucky, John H. Keith attended school
at Bowling Green and also Ogden College.
He took
up the study of law privately in an office at Bowling
Green, and in November, 1889, was admitted to the
After three years of practice at
Kentucky liar.
Bowling Green, he moved to Oklahoma, spent some
time at Muskogee and Nowata, but on October 1,

1893, established his home and office at Coffeyville,
where he has since enjoyed a large civil and criminal
His offices are iu the McCoy Building at
practice.
the corner of Eighth and Walnut streets.
He is
an active member of the County and State Bar associations, and has participated to some extent, chiefly
iu the line of his profession, in politics,
being a

democrat.

He

served as city attorney for Coffeyville

a number of years, and in 1903 represented
Montgomery County in the Kansas Legislature. He
served on the judiciary, corporations and several
otlier committees.
Fraternally Mr. Keith is affiliated with Coffeyville Camp No. 665, Modern Woodmen of America.
Like many successful lawyers he has acquired some
for

very influential and important connections in the
business field.
Mr. Keith is now president of the
Southern Oil and Gas Company, president of the
Shufeldt Oil and Gas Company, president of the
Emma Oil Company, president of the Cherokee
Water Company; secretary of the Dewey Portland
Cement Company in Oklahoma; president of the Calumet Mining Company; and a director of the Coffeyville Brick and Tile Company.
Besides his home
at 814 West Ninth Street, he owns considerable
other real estate in Coffeyville, and has about
3,000
acres of farm land situated in
Kansas, Oklahoma,
Missouri and Kentucky.
Mr. Keith married Miss Elizabeth M.
McCoy, a
daughter of the late William McCoy, who was one
of the [doneer business men of Southeastern
Kansas,
and wliose extensive lumber operations extended into
the states of Louisiapa and Arkansas.
Mr. Keith has two sons. Walter S., who graduated
from the University of Cincinnati with his degree of
Bachelor of Laws, is now in active practice at
Coffeyville, associated with his father.
Paul G., who finished Ids technical education in the Ohio Mechanical
Institute at Cincinnati,
living at Coffeyville.

is

now an

oil

and gas operator

Richard' M. Kleinhans is a veteran railroad m.-ui,
having been in the active service more than twenty
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years.

He

started in his native State of Michigan,

worked through various grades of promotion witli the
Lake Sliore Branch of the New York Ccutral lines,
and finally came to the Southwest in the employ of
lie is now car
the Missouri, Kansas and Texas,
accountant
Parsons.

for

road

that

with

headquarters

at

Born in Detroit, Michigan, September 8, 1877, ho
a son of George and Cecelia (Hunt) Kleinhans.
His father was born in Pennsylvania in 1813, moved
from that state to Ohio, and from there to Michigan.
He was a wholesale butcher, a business to which he
devoted the best years of his life, and he died at
Detroit in 1901. Politically he was a democrat, and
was an upright Christian man. His wife was born
in Ohio and died in Detroit.
Keared and educated in Detroit, Richard M. Kleinhans after graduating from the Detroit High School
in 1893 entered the employ of the Lake Shore Uailroad. He was with that company one year and then
spent two years with the Michigan Central, following which he returned to the Lake Shore and was
is

continuously in its service for seventeen years. Mr.
Kleinhans has always been noted as a faithful worker
and early gained the confidence of his superior officials by his diligence and keen and active method of
transacting every work entrusted to him. lie began
with the Lake Shore as ear checker was promoted to
car distributor, then to traveling car agent, then to
chief ear agent, and finally to inspector of transporIn 1912 Mr. Klcinlians removed to Denisou,
tation.
Texas, as inspector of transportation for the Missouri, Kansas & Texas, and in November of the same
year was appointed car accountant. In the discharge
of those duties he moved his headquarters on May
His offices are in the General
26, 1915, to Parsons.
Mr. Kleinhans is very
Office Building at Parsons.
popular among railway men generally and all admired the [duck and efficiency which liavo brought
him various promotions from time to time.
is
independent, and retains his
Politically he
affiliation with Detroit Lodge No. 34 of the BenevoMr. Kleinhans
lent and Protective Order of Elks.
comes of a family of German origin, but his forbears
have been in America for a number of generations.
Their first place of settlement was in Pennsylvania.
On August 29, 1906, Mr. Kleinhans married Miss
Edith Whiteman, a daughter of Charles Whiteman.
To their marriage have been born four children:

Dorothy, born June 20, 1907; Harry, born February
8, 1909; Alma, born January 10, 1911; and Edith,
born November 5, 1913.

Edgar W. Boakdman, M. D. Medicine is conmaking tremendous strides forward, with scientific progress shown on every side, and discoveries
and inventions are practically changing methods of
stantly

practice and liroadening the viewpoint of both physiTo practice according to the encian and patient.
lightened ideas of the present century requires not
only a most careful training but a certain, sure
aggressiveness, and no jdiysician of Parsons has this
and other admirable qualities in. greater degree than
has Dr. Edgar W. Boardman, a practicing physician
and surgeon of this city since 1888.

Doctor Boardman was born
•Tanuary 10, 1864, and

is

at

Fort Dodge, Iowa,
II. E. and Susan

a son of Dr.

Boardman. The Bonrdmans originated
England, from which country two brothers came
America at an early day in the history of the
American Colonies, one locating in Connecticut and
The old Boardman Hill, at
the other in Vermont.

C.
in
to

(Locke')

Rutland, Vermont, was a family possession for upwards of 200 years, and it is from this branch that
Dottor Boardman is descended. Ills grandfather was
Elijah Boardman, born in 1792, at West Rutland, a
farmer by oceu|iation who spent his entire life there
and died in 1875.
Dr. H. E. Boardman was born in 1835, at West
Rutland, Vermont, and was given the advantages of
an excellent educational training. He graduated from
Middlebury (Vermont) College with the degrees of
Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts, then took a
course at Andover Theological Seminary, from which
he was graduated with the degree of Doctor of Divinity, and finally pursued liis medical studies at Hahnemann Medical College, Chicago, where he received the
degree of Doctor of Medicine. As a young man he
went to Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, subsequently to Monroe, in the same state, and in 1865 to Fort Dodge,
Iowa, from whence he later removed to Lamed, Kansas, and there continued in the jiraetice of his profession until his death, in 1888. He was one of the most
scholarly men of his day and community, an honor to
his calling and a citizen who won the confidence and
He was a republican in
respect of his fellow-men.
politics, and a member of the Congregational Church.
Doctor Boardman married Susan C. Locke, who was
born in 1836, at Bellows Falls, Vermont, and who still
survives and makes her home with her sou, Edgar W.
To this union there were born two sons: Dr. Edgar
W., of this review; and Horace P., born in 1869, who
resides at Reno, Nevada, and holds the chair of civil
engineering in the State University of Nevada.
Edgar W. Boardman attended the public schools of
Monroe, Wisconsin, where he was graduated from the
high school in 1881, and, having inherited his father's
inclination for the medical profession, took up his
studies at Hahnemann Medical College, Cliicago. He
was duly graduated therefrom with the degree of
Doctor of Medicine, in the class of 1885, and since
that time has taken post-graduate courses in the same
institution, at the New York Polyclinic, and. in 1915,
at Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland.
On receiving his degree, in 1885, Doctor Boardman
engaged in practice at Lamed, but three years later,
at the time of his father's death, came to Parsons,
where he has since carried on a general medical and
surgical practice and has built up a large and repreHe holds to high ideals in his
sentative clientele.
professional work, and is in every way worthy of the
respect which he has so clearly won. A man of broad
and comnrehensive reading, he is eager to grasp new
ideas, but does not put them into general use until
he has convinced himself as to their efficiency and
merit. Doctor Boardman maintains offices in the Exchange St.nte Bank Building, and owns his own residence at No. 1711 Belmont Street, in addition to
which he has other real estate. He is a republican of
the stand-pat variety. In the line of his profession,
he holds membership in the Labette County Medical
Society, the Kansas State Medical Society, the .American Medical Association and the Southeastern Medical
Society, and shows his interest in civic affairs by his
active participation in the movements of the Parsons
Commercial Club. He is prominent fraternally, and
belongs to Lodge No. 527, Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks; Parsons Lodge No. 117, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons: Fort Scott Consistory No. 42,
thirty-second desrree of Masonry; Mirzah Temple,
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine;
Parsons Camp, Modern Woodmen of America; the
Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Royal
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Arcanum, the Knights aud Ladies of Security and
the Royal Neighliors.

Doctor Boardm™ was married in 1890, at Parsons,
to Mrs. Lillie V. (Holbrook) Long, daughter of the
late Dwight L. Holbrook, a manufacturer of school
furniture, and widow of the late William Long, a dentist of Parsons.
children.

Doctor and Mrs. Boardnian have no

Prop. Pius B. Humphrey. The claim of Prof.
Pius B. Humphrey upon the esteem and confidence of
the people of Caney, Kansas, is based upon five years
of faithful and efficient service in the office of superintendent of city schools. When he came to this
fitted to take charge
city, in 1911, he was admirably
of the institutions in which the mind of youth is
molded and developed, and since that time he has
through steady and constant endeavor built up a
school system which may be said to be second to none
of a city this size in the state. His entire career has
been devoted to work of an educational character,
and in whatever community he has centered his
activities he has always gained the good will and
respect of his fellow-citizens.
Professor Humphrey was born in Scotland County,
Northeastern Missouri, April 7, 1872, and is a son of
Thomas P. and Sarah Jane (Stough) Humphrey.
The family originated in England and the original
American progenitors came to this country long before the Revolutionary war, being early settlers of
Kentucky. Prom that state the family branched out
to other' parts of the country, one going to West
Virginia, in which state was born in 1803, William
Humphrey, the grandfather of Pius B. In 1838 William Humphrey came to the West, locating in Lewis
County, Missouri, and twenty years later went to
Scotland County. After a long and successful career
passed as a farmer and stockraiser, he retired from
active pursuits and moved to Knox County, Missouri,
where his death occurred in 1885. He was a man of
industry and progressiveness, honorable and trustworthy with his business associates, and a man who
wielded a distinct influence in his community because of liis general information and good judgment.
He married Eliza Pettit, who was born in 1801, in
West Virginia, and died in Scotland County, Missouri, in 1887, and among their children were the
following: Ann, who married Da\-id Stice, a retired
farmer, and resides at Downing, Missouri; Marten,
who is a retired farmer of Hurdland, Missouri; and

Thomas P.
Thomas P. Humphrey was born in March, 1832, in
Kentucky, and was six years of age when taken by
his parents to Lewis County, Missouri, where he was
reared and educated. He was brought up to farming
jmrsuits, and on attaining his majority followed in
the footsteps of his father and adopted agriculture
and stockraising as his life vocations, pursuits in
which he was engaged throughout his career, with
the exception of several j-ears passed in merchandising. Through good
o]ierations carried on

management and industry and

along well-directed lines, he
accumulated a good property and was in fairly comfortable circumstances at the time of his death,
which occurred in Scotland County, September 4,
1911. He had been a resident of that county from
Mr. Humphrey was a citizen who always sup18.58.
ported measures for the benefit of his community,
but did not engage in politics, save to cast his vote
in favor of the candi(lates nearest his ideal.
His
religious connection was with the Baptist Church.
Mr. Hunii)hrey married Miss Sarah Jane Stough,
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who was born July 30, 1842, in Ohio, and who died
on the home farm in Scotland County, Missouri, May
18, 1916, and they became the parents of the following children: Melissa, who became the wife of Jesse
E. Epperson, a farmer and stockraiser of Adair
County, Missouri; Bettic Elizabeth, who is the wife
of L. H. Ashby, a farmer and stockraiser of Knox
County, Missouri, and the rural mail carrier of his
community; Marten, who taught school for twenty
years before becoming the owner of a large and
valuable ranch in Garfield County, Washington, on
which he died in 1895; William, the owner of a
ranch and a stockraiser in Knox County, Missouri,
who has also taught school for manj- years in his
community; Thomas, who is engaged in operations
on the old home farm in Scotland County; J. H., who
is a resident of Denver, Colorado; Alice, who is the
widow

of Thomas Cashman, and resides at Keokuk,
Iowa; Nora, who is the wife of J. E. Burns, a dairyman of Hannibal, Missouri; Pius B., of this review;
Pearl, who is the wife of F. M. Long, engaged in
merchandising at La Platte, Missouri; May, who is
the wife of Virgil Donoehew, a farmer of Scotland
County, Missouri; A. A., who is a farmer and stockman of Adair County, Missouri; Zoe, who died in
1903, in Scotland County, Missouri, as the wife of
Ed Donoehew, a brother of Virgil, who now resides
in Kansas and is a farmer and stockraiser; Mina,
who died young; and P. C, who is unmarried and
resides on the home farm in Scotland County.

Pius B. Humphrey received his early education in
the public schools of Scotland County, Missouri, following which he took a course at a preparatory
college at Hurdland. He began his career as an educator in 1893, in the State of Washington, and
remained there during that and the following year,
when he returned to Missouri and for seven years
taught in the public scl)Ools. During that time, in
1902, he entered the Missouri State Normal School,
at Kirksville, from which he received a life teacher's
certificate in 1906. In 1908 he was given the degree
of M. P. from that institution, and three years later
the same school conferred upon him the degree of
B. S.
Mr. Humphrey resumed teaching in 1906
and for two years was principal of the schools at

Bolckow, Missouri, then going to Centralia, Missouri, as superintendent of schools, an office which
he held for three years. After one year in a like
capacity at Lebanon, Missouri, he was brought to
Caney, Kansas, in 1911, and here has since held the
Under
position of superintendent of city schools.
Mr. Humphrey's supervision are four schools, thirtyfive teachers, and approximately 1,300 scholars.
He
has done much to improve the system and to elevate
the educational standard here, and during his administration several new schools have been erected and
a great many improvements installed.
Professor

Humphrey is a member of the Kansas State, Montgomery County and Southeastern Teachers' associations.

He

is

a democrat in politics, a

member

Presbyterian Church, and fraternally
with the Independent Order of Odd

is

of the

connected

Fellows,

at

Centralia, Missouri.

Professor Humphrey was married in Adair County,
Missouri, in 1893, to Jliss Lula Rankin, daughter of
David and MoUie Rankin, the former of whom died
in 1892, while the latter still survives and makes her
home at Kirksville, Missouri. Mr. Rankin was a sucTwo children have
cessful farmer and stockraiser.
been born to Professor and Mrs. Humphrey, namely:
Cleo, who died in infancy; and Jewell, born Novem-

,
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ber 27, 1S9S, who is now a member of the junior class
at the Caney High School.

Shrine, and for the past ten years has been chairman
of the board of trustees of the Methodist Episcopal

Church.

William
f aet

in

Stephen McDonald. The
Doctor McDonald 's record as a

distinctivo
i)hysiciaii

and surgeon at Fort Scott is not the twenty-fivo
years he has practiced there, nor even the exceptional attainments and the skill he has gained in
the profession, but more than all these the spirit of
serrice which has animated him in all his work.
Such a man never measures his success by fees, but
by the satisfaction of doing all he can to alleviate
himian suffering and by the conscientious ])erformance of his duties to the world and humanity.

Doctor McDonald is of old New England stock.
born at Prince Edward 's Island March 21,
18.5.3, son of Archibald and Mary A.
(Bowser) McHis father, who was of Scotch parentage,
Donald.
was a farmer and also a contractor and builder, and
died in Eastern Maine at the age of sixty-eight. The
mother, who was of French Huguenot ancestors, died
at Portland, Maine.
Fifth in a family of eight children, Doctor McDonald gained a liberal education. He first attended
the Wesleyan Boarding School at Redfield, Maine,
and then entered the Wesleyan University at MiddleHe
town, where he was graduated A. B. in 18812.
received the degree Master of Arts from his alma
mater in 1885. After his graduation he took the
chair of Natural Science in the East Maine Conference Seminary at Bucksport, and taught there for
three years.
Having definitely decided upon a medical career, he then entered the Jefferson Medical
College of Philadeli)hia, where ho remained until
graduating M. D. in 1889. For two years he was
an interne in the Jefferson Hospital and thus when
he came to Kansas in 1891 he was fortified and prepared for i)ractice by an unusual range of experience
and 0]]portunities.
Locating at Fort Scott, he has
now followed his profession in that city for a quarter of a century.
While in college Doctor McDonald was noted as
His
an expert oarsman and all around athlete.
strong physique was an imjiortant aid to him in

He was

his early practice.
It was esjiecially valuable when
it came to attending his patients in the country dis-

Doctor McDonald in those early years was
tricts.
never known to refuse to respond to a call regardless of the weather, regardless of whether it was day
or

night,

and regardless of the distance or other

It
attending his patients.
should be remembered that twenty or twenty-five
j-ears ago Bourbon County had few modern highways,
few telephones, and the automobile had not yet
been introduced to lighten some of the burdens of
In the many years he hiis spent
country practice.
Doctor McDonald has traveled over every
here,
country highway and by-path in the county, and
there is iirobably not a farmhouse in the entire
Along with
county with which he is not familiar.
his successful practice he has maintained the character of a warm-hearted and generous gentleman, and
has accomplished a great deal of good.
He is a member of all the medical associations,
including the American Medical Association, and
for several years served as treasurer of the Bourbon
County Medical Society. He is local surgeon for the
Frisco Railroad, and in 1914-15 was jiresidcnt of the
His hobby
Order of Frisco Railroad Surgeons.
aside from his profession is farming, and in a modHe
est way he looks after a farm ne.'ir Fort Scott.
is a Scottish Rite Mason and belongs to the Mystic
difficulties

involved

in

On September
McDonald

Fort

Scott, Doctor
Rice, daughter of
(Russell) Rice, a prominent

1892,

25,

married

Miss

at

Flora

John Holt and Nancy
Fort Scott family elsewhere referred to. Mrs. McDonald is a member of the Methodist Church and
of the Ladies' Aid Society.

Peter J. Rinoler, who is manager and part owner
of the Parsons Bottling Works, one of the largest
concerns of its kind in the state, has had a very
active and successful business career.

He was born in Liringston County, Illinois, December 14, 1868.
His grandfather Peter Ringler
was born in Kurhessen, Germany, came to the United
States about 1876 after his wife had died in Germany, and lived on a farm in Livingston County,
In Germany he was a conIllinois, until his death.
tractor for the building of railroads, and he also
served his regular term in the German army.
Peter Ringler, Jr., father of the Parsons business
man, was l)orn in Kurhessen, Germany, in 1825. He

came to this country about 184.'i, locating first in
Baltimore, Maryland, where he was engaged in the
bakery business, and afterwards for several years
was connected with the Armour Packing Company
in Chicago.
He was married while living in Chicago
and from there moved to a farm in Livingston
County, Illinois. That farm was where he reared his
cliildren.
In 1882 he moved to Sibley, Iowa, continiu'ci farming in that state for a number of years,
and in 1906 went to the Northwest, spending a short
time in Dakota, and from there went to Minnesota.
He died in March, 1915, in a hospital at Staples,
Minnesota.
He was a democrat, had been honored with various township oflices, and was an
active member of the Lutheran Church. Peter Ringler
married Louisa Strauss, who was born in Hanover,
Germany, in 18;i4, and died at Lake Park, Iowa, in
1904.
Her children were: William, who in 191.'i
moved from Lake Park, Iowa, to Pipestone, Minnesota, aiul has been a farmer all his active career;
Peter J.; John, a farmer at Staples, Minnesota:
Rosa, wife of John Card, a carpenter and builder
at Staples, Minnesota
Katy, wife of Enos Thome,
a farnu^r at Sta]ik>s, Minnesota; and George, also
;

engaged

in.

farming at Stajdes.

Ringler received his early education in
At the age of fourteen
Living.ston County, Illinois.
He
he left school to learn the machinist's trade.
worked out his apprenticeship at Sandburn and
Milfnrd, Iowa, and followed the trade of machinist
His home was iu Tow.a until 190;!,
for many years.
and in that year ho moved to Wellington, Kansas,
in 1910 went" to Wichita, to lola in October, 1914,
and since May 20, 1916, has had his home and busiMr. Ringler has been
ness headquarters iu Parsons.
in the bottling business for the past eighteen years.
He conducted a bottling plant at Spirit Lake, Iowa,
at Wellington, Kansas, and during his residence at
lola and Wichita was in the real estate business. In
M.ay, 1916, he bought an interest in the Parsons Bottling Works from C. O. Humphrey, and is now active
manager of this business. The jilant has a cajiacity
of .'100 cases a day, and that makes it one of the
The plant
lea<ling concerns of its kind in the state.
is fitted with all the up to date ai>plianccs and machinery, the motive power is supplied by electricity
and other features are a fine sterilizing machine.
The plant is located at Twenty-first Street and Corn-

Peter J.

PUB.

'•-

-iBz.ARY,

^

^
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Mr. Riugler

ing Avenue.
TJnele

Sam

Oil

is

also a stockholder in the

Company.

His home, which he owns, is at 1407 East Crawford Avenue. Mr. Eingler is a member of the Lutheran Church, served on the school board for' two
terms while living in Iowa, is a republican, and
World in Camp No. 11
joined the Woodmen of the
at Wellington, Kansas, and now has membership in
the Camp at lola.
In October, 1897, at Eldora, Iowa, he married
Miss Caroline Christoffer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Her father now resides at EllsOle Christoffer.
and Mrs.
worth, Iowa, and is a retired farmer. Mr.
was born July
Ringler have four children: Laurel
CeUa
21, 1901; Clarence was born August 22, 1903;
was born September 16, 1905; and Doris was born

All the children are now receiving
April 1, 1910.
their education in the Parsons public schools.

Robert Ale.xaxder Long. It is perhaps not generally
known that the humble beginnings of the great LongThe
Bell Lumber Company was made in Kansas.
home of the corporation for a number of yeai's has
been in Kansas City, Missouri, where the splendid
R. A. Long office building, one of the finest and most
modern structures of its kind in the Middle West,
the headquarters for the business whose
Southwest.
operations are widespread all over the
But for forty years the retail business of the concern has been "largely in Kansas and Kansas may
properly claim Robert A. Long as one of its greatest
business executives.
On April .30, 1875, a carload of lumber was unloaded
at the little town of Columbus, in Cherokee County,
Kansas. It was consigned to the firm of R. A. Long
& Company. This firm consisted of Robert A. Long,
The senior memVictor B. Bell and Robert White.
ber of the firm was twenty-four years of age and
The
his partners had not yet reached their majority.
members of the firm had neither surplus capital nor
bank accounts. However, Mr. Bell 's father was president of the Kansas City Sarings Bank and Mr.
White's father its cashier. The bank thus gave them
the best of recommendations and when cash was reaccount.
qvfired loaned it to them on open
In the original yard at Columbus, R. A. Long
served as yard manager, bookkeeper and general
He had only the most casual acquaintutility man.
The story is told
ance "with the lumber business.
that when the first invoice was checked, the items
"
"
were not underand
S. S. & E.
dimensions
This was evidently a case in which the man
stood.
emphasized the broad general and fundamental prinsmaller techciples rather than a knowledge of the
In time Mr. Long knew what the
nical details.
details meant and he became a practical retail lumberman. Tlie first year the firm at Columbus earned
only $800. In the second year its profits were $2,000.
By that time the business was so flourishing as to
In the
justify the establishment of a branch yard.
next six or eight years a numlier of different yards
had been established over Southern Kansas. In 1877
Mr. White, the junior member of the firm, died, his
interests being purchased by the surviving jiartners.
In 1884 the company was incorporated with a capital
of $300,000. This capital wa.s fully taken up by the
earnings of the business. Every year saw a notable
increase in the establishment of new yards and the
general enlargement of .the scope of operations.

furnishes

'

'

'

'

Whereas, Mr. Long at Columbus forty years ago was
content to sell lumber a few hundred feet at a time,
the business of the present corporation in its retail

2007

department alone sells millions of feet of rough and
lumber an<l mill work, and vast quantities
of lime, cement, coal and other products.
In 1889 a wholesale department was added.
In
1891 the capital stock was increased to $500,000. Up
to that time Mr. Long had acted as superintendent
and manager of the company's interests, but with the
establishment of the wholesale department Samuel H.
Wilson, brother-in-law of Mr. Long, who had come

finished

into the old firm in 1887, took charge of the retail
department and continued its supervision until his
death on October 20, 1903.
It would require a book to describe the detailed
development of the business or even to give a full
account of its present ramifications. The Long-Bell
Lumber Company is now the parent organization of a
vast business system. Besides the Long-Bell Lumber
Company there are nine allied corporations engaged
in the manufacture of lumber, and several other corporations for conducting various activities of the
The organization now owns immense land
business.
holdings in Louisiana, Texas and Arkansas. Its timber interests are chiefly Southern yellow pine and
hardwood. The ten sawmill plants have ^n annual
capacity of 500,000,000 feet. The vast extent of cutover timber lands are handled and marketed by the
Long-Bell Farm Land Corporation and the Long-Bell
Demonstration Farm Conipan.y has for its principal
purpose to demonstrate the agricultural value of lands
from which the timber has been removed.
While the favors of fortune have been so liberally

bestowed upon Mr. Long, perhaps no man has worked
harder to deserve them and to constitute his life and
influence a more important agency for benefit to mankind.
There was a time when he was poor, though
never desperately so, and he had as close a fellowsliip with manual toil and with the adversities of
life as thousands of men who have never been able
to

aspire

December

to

financial

independence.

He was

born

1850, on a farm in Shelby County,
His
near the Town of Simpsonville.

17,

Kentucky,
were Samuel M. and Margaret K. (White)
Long. His mother was a cousin of Senator Blackburn anil of Governor Luke P. Blackburn of Kentucky. Mr. Long 's father spent his life as a farmer.
His father has been described as an intensely practical, methodical and ambitious man, and one who
believed in doing, not dreaming.
Robert A. Long
inherited some of those qualities. He had the imaginative faculty. Imagination has been too frequently
confused with idle dreams. As a matter of fact it is
the most valuable asset of mental character.
Mr.
Long to a peculiar degree has been able to translate
ideas and plans originating in his brain into practical
achievements, has also had the courage of his convictions, and those characteristics perhaps more than
anything else have been responsible for his career.
He acquired an education in the common schools
of Shelby County and spient fifteen months in a
In the usual sense
school for boys at Shelbyville.
of the term he did not have a liberal education.
Some nieu< have been credited with such an education
merely because they went through a college and ever
afterward ceased to interest themselves in the larger
The reverse has been true of Mr.
affairs of life.
His education really began after he left
Long.
school and he has been an intense student of life
ever since. As a boy he looked beyond the horizon
of a simple farm existence, but beyond an unsatisfactory clerkship in a local store found no opportunity to broaden his interests until the age of
Part of his bo^'hood had been spent
twenty-two.
jiarents

.KANSAS AND KANSANS

2008
during the

of

jioriod

the

war.

Civil

Tliree

of his

Thomas, E. S. and Belvanl, had spent
a few months in the Union army, but Mr. Long
himself was too young for that service.
It was during a visit to Kansas City at the home
of his unole, C. J. White, then cashier of the Kansas
City Savings Bank, that Mr. T^ong liad his first big
opportunity. How he and the son of Mr. AVhite and
older brothers,

the son of Pr. .1. B. Bell, )iresidont of the bank, made
their pioneer venture as lumber dealers has already
been described.
Mr. Long is a man of ideas and ideals. He is a
constructive thinker, and as a speaker his words are
listened to with respect.
He is not a one-subiect

man.

He knows lumber

as well.

A

but he knows other things
remark of his has often been quoted and

"Every big business man should
deserves'quotation
write a paper or make a speech at least twice a
year on some live subject, not necessarily connected
with his business, that would require investigation.
:

Investigation means more knowledge and knowledge
is an asset."
He has personally applied this truth
ill
many ways. He is identified with many organizations, aivl his addresses have been listenecl to by the
great bankers of the Nation, Ijy lumbermen 's associations, and by many of the civic organizations of
his home city.
He has always realized the responsibility of wealth and position and has given his time
and means unreservedly to the benefit of others.
Another remark of his that has been quoted and
expresses an important fact of his own character
is the following:
""No man will get much out of
life who lives wholly for himself.
The man who
shuts himself away from the world and thinks that
he and his family circle are all that matters will find
he's ill a mighty narrow circle."
The extent and variety of his interests were aptly
indicated by an article that appeared' in the Daily
Banker and Stockholder:
"To many who know
something of the extent of the Long-Bell interests
it ia a matter of wonderment that Mr. Long and his
associates should find time and cajiacity for direct
and close personal supervision of all their manifold
business affairs, and still be able to take an active
interest in other things.
Yet the heads of this big
institution are associated with numerous other interests almost as prominently as they are with the
lumber business and its allied activities. Wliilo consistently avoiding any hint of ostentation, Mr. Long
has ever been profoundly interested in religious matters, and in the material advancement of the Christian
church in the Middle West his efforts and money have
had a larger influence than even his best friends susTrue to his Kentucky nativity, he is a lover of
pect.
fine horses, and maintains a livelv interest in the
famous stables that are under the direct supervision
of his daughter. Miss Loula Long.
Mr. Long is a
breeder Of blooded dairy cattle, and one of Kansas
's
City
principal sources of supply for certified milk
is
Longview, ^^r. Long 's wonderful country estate
near Kansas City. As if these things were not enough
to fully employ him outside of business hours, Mr.
Long has given much attention to welfare work
among the many thousands of Long-Bell employes in
the sawmill districts, working with the International
Young Men's Christian .Association in improving living conditions in the lumber camps and establishing club houses, schools and places of entertainment
for workmen and their families.
Mr. Long is a member of tlie Blue Hills Country
auh, the Mid-Day Hub, the Hill Crest Club, the
Kansas Citv Club and the Chamber of Commerce.
.

'

'

'

'

He

is one of the most liberal benefactors of
the
Indei)endenco Boulevard Christian Church.
On December 16, 1875, at Columbus, Kansas, he married
Miss Ella Wilson, daughter of George and Eliza
(Hughes) Wilson.
They are the parents of two
daughters: Loula Long, still at home and mentioned
above as especially interested in looking after her
father's splendid stables, and
Sally America, now
wife of Lieut. Comm. Hayue Ellis of the United
States Xavy.
Mr. and Mrs. Long's first home in Columbus was
a small three-room cottage with his lumber
yard only
a short distance away on the same piece of ground.
In that ho(ne his children were born and he and his
wife lived there happily for several years. Later
they
built a larger and more
commanding house also in
and
Columbus,
they remained residents of that little
Kansas town upwards of si.\teen years.
In 1891

Mr. Long came to Kansas City, and his
city home
is one of the show
places, while his country
estate, Longview, comprises about 1,500 acres and
is operated as a model
dairy farm, with a prize herd
here

of Jersey cattle.

HoK. Washington E. Gbegg. The chief executive
of any community is a responsible one and the

office

occupying it has resting ujion his shoulders
only the numerous burdens connected with the
management of a city, but also the accountability for
its conmiercial and moral
As he is, so is
integrity.
his community, for it soon reflects his character and
maimer of dealing with large problems, and unless he
keeps a firm grip upon the reins of ofiSce and forces
his associates to handle civic affairs in an
expeditious
and straightforward manner, his administration soon
shows the effect of lax principles and the community
suffers accordingly. For this reason, of late years the
people of the more advanced and progressive cities
are choosing their mayors from among their sound
business men, for they recognize the effect of example
and action, and realize that a man who has .accomplished much in a commercial, industrial or financial
way, is very liable to be able to carry on the affairs
of complicated ciric government. The present incumbent of the mayoralty office of McCune, Kansas, is
Hon. Washington E. Gregg, who has been engaged in
business here for thirty-two years, is proprietor of the
largest business establishment in the city, and is president of the McCune State Bank.
Washington E. Gregg was born October 2, 1858, in
Madison County, Ohio, and is a son of .Tohn Gregg.
His father, who is one of the old and highly respected
residents of McCune, was born in IS^.S, in Madison
County, Ohio, and was there reared and married. He
possessed only an ordinary education, and had neither
the advantages of capital or influential friends, so
that he was principally cm]iloyed as a general workman, accepting such honorable employment as presented itself. Through industry and thrift he accumulated enough means to go with his wife and children
to Indiana, in 1860, and for eleven years was engaged
in farming in that state, but in 1871 became a pioneer resident of Kansas, locating on a farm of 160
acres in Crawford County, which is now owned by his
.Tohn Gregg continued to be enson, Washington E.
gaged in agricultural pursuits during the remainder
of his active career, at the end of which he gave up
his labors and removed to his comfortable home at
McCune, where he now resides. He is a republican in
liolitics, and for several terms was a trustee of Osage
He belones to the Methodist Episcopal
Township.
Church and to Lodge No. 70, .Ancient Order of LTuitol
indiviihial

not
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Mr. Gregg was married to
at McCune.
Miss Whittaker, who was born in Madison County,
buried
Oliio, in 1836, and died August 6, 1865, being
Indiana.
They
eiglit miles north of Williamsport,
were the jiareuts of four children: Washington E.;
of
Agnes, who died at McCune in 1898, as the wife
Orin Doty, who resides on a farm west of McCune;
A. B., who owns a farm of 160 acres adjoining the old
homestead, 4% miles northwest of McCune; and a
Mr. Gregg was married
boy who died in infancy.
second to Miss Mary Sohn, who was born in 1840, in
Germany, and died "in 1906, at McCune, Kansas, and

Workmen,

follows:
they became the parents of five children, as
Grant, who is a retired merchant of McCune; A. S.,
who is an agriculturist and makes his home at McCune; C. C, who is engaged in the coal business at
of Doctor
Girard, Kansas; Dora, who is the wife
Strain, an optician of Parsons; and Edith, who is
the wife of William Struhover, a traveling salesman
of Marion, Indiana.
Washington E. Gregg received his education in the
and Crawford
public schools of Warren, Indiana,
County, Kansas, and remained on his father's farm
until he was twenty years of age, at which time he
commenced farming on his own account. In 1884 he
came to Fredonia and entered upOn the career which
has since made him one of the leading business men
of the city. His start was a modest one, consisting of
a one-half interest in the furniture business conducted by George McCaslin, but after one year he
bought his partner's interest, and for two years thereHe then sold
after conducted the business alone.
a one-half interest to M. S. Austin, but after two
years again came into full possession of the establishment, which he has conducted by himself to the presIn 1893 he added a hardware stock to the busient.
store is the
ness, and this hardware and furniture
45 x 140
largest in McCune, occupying floor space
The trade
feet, and situated on Hamilton Street.
extends over a radius of twelve miles, and the business has been built up through honest and straightforward methods, Mr. Gregg's business reputation being
an excellent one. As a member of the Commercial
which
Club, he has been active in numerous movements
have added to the commercial and industrial prestige
of McCune, and through precept and example has
encouraged others to operate along progressive lines.
Mr. Gregg is president of the McCune State Bank and
vice president of the Mineral (Kansas) State Bank,
and his connection with these enterprises has done
much to insure their solidity. With supreme faith in
the future of McCune and" the surrounding country,
he has invested his holdings in realty, and is now the
owner of a resident on Main Street, the store building
in which his business is located, a livery barn on
Hamilton Street, 160 acres of farming land 3i'o miles
northwest of McCune, 160 acres two miles north, and
160 acres one mile north of the city, and also has
large coal interests in Oklahoma.
Mr. Gregg has long been one of the leading republicans of Crawford County, and has been called upon
frequently to serve in public positions of trust and
After several terms as a councilman,
responsibility.
he was elected mayor of the city, and, with an interval, was again elected to this office and is now serving his third consecutive term therein.
During his
administrations the electric light plant and electric
water works have been installed and numerous other

improvements have been made which have made this
one of the u-p-to-date and progressive cities of this
part of the state. In his official capacity his ablest
abilities and energies have been given to the city 's

He

welfare.

2009

has always been a friend of education,

and during the past fourteen years has been a member of the Crawford County High School board. In
fraternal circles, Mayor Gregg is e(|ually prominent.
He belongs to McCune Lodge Xo. 237, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons, of which he has been past
master three consecutive terms and senior deacon
many terms; Cherokee Chapter No. 87, Eoyal Arch
Masons; Cordelia Commandery No. 17, Knight
Templars, of Parsons, Kansas; Fort Scott Consistory,
No. 6, thirty-second degree; and Mirzah Temple,
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of
Pittsburg, Kansas; McCune Lodge No. 193, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is past
noble grand; McCune Lodge No. 70, Ancient Order
of United Workmen, of which he is past master
workman; McCuue Camp No. 2870, Modern Woodmen of America; and the Anti-Horse Thief Association.
He is also president of the McCune Country
Cluh and a general favorite in club and social circles.
Mr. Gregg was married in 1885, in McCune, to
Miss Hannah Harley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
George Harley, both now deceased. Mr. Harley was
To Mr. and Mrs.
a retired farmer and stockman.
Gregg there have been born three children, namely:

Cecil D., a graduate of the McCune High School, who
spent one year in the Crawford County High School
and two years at Baker University and is now assisting his father in his business enterprises; Minnie,
who is a graduate of the McCune High School, spent
two years at the Manual Training Normal School at
Pittsburg, and is now a teacher of domestic science

McCune School; and Helen, a graduate of the
McCune High School, class of 1916, who is attending
the State Normal School.
in the

Howe Bechtel. Of the men who are mainMontgomery County's reputation and presfinancial circles, few are more highly esteemed

George
taining

tige in
as banking olScials and citizens than
Bechtel, cashier of the Liberty State

George Howe
Bank, of LibMr. Bechtel
erty. Like many other Kansas bankers,
It
is a product of the farm and of the schoolroom.
would seem that the practicality developed in agricultural life and the mental sharpening acquired in
the educator 's vocation form a combination happily
of
adaptative to the great and important business
banking. At least, Mr. Bechtel 's career and his success support such a view.

Mr. Bechtel was born September 13, 1867, in
Atchison County, Kansas, and is a son of William
and Emma F. CThompson) Bechtel and a member of
a family that originated in Holland and emigrated
to America in Colonial times, settling in PennsylJoshua Bechtel, the grandfather of George
vania.
H. Bechtel, was born in the Keystone State, and
there passed his entire life, dying in Montgomery
County. He followed farming as a vocation and was
accounted a substantial man and a good citizen,
respected and esteemed by those who knew him.
William Bechtel, father of George H., was born in
1S25, in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, and was
there reared and educated. In young manhood he
went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he was married, and
there followed carpentering and building until coming to Kansas in 1S60. He first located at Leavenworth, where he worked at his trade, made sashes
for Colonel Anthony to be used in the Times Buildassisted
ing, and during the early days of that city
In 1865 he rein its upbuilding and development.
moved with his family to Atchison County, Kansas,
and with his earnings purchased a farm of 160 acres.

2010
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on the prairies. Tliis he succeeded in putting under
a good state of cultivation, and there he made his
home during the roniaimler of his active life, although at the time of his retirement he went to
Valley Falls, Kansas, where his death occurred in
December, 1904. During the Civil war Mr. Bechtel
served in the Kansas State Militia, with which organization he assisted in repelling Price in his raid
through Kansas. He was a republican in his political
views, and belonged to the Methodist Episcopal
Church, in the work of which he was always active,
being a member of the oflicial board for a long period
of years.
As a citizen lie did his full duty by his
community, and his sterling trai^ of character gave
him a high standing in the confidence of his fellowmen. Mr. Bechtel married Knima F. Thom])son, who
was born in Rhode Island, in 1833, and died in Atchison ('ounty, Kansas, in 1907. She was a Christian
woman of many charities and was beloved by a wide
To Mr. and Mrs. Bechtel there
circle of friends.
\\;ere born the following children:
Willis, a resident
of San Francisco, California; Jennie, the wife of
Luman Rutty, who is retired and lives on his orange
grove at Pomona, California; Nellie, who is the wife
of Lewis Chandlee, a carpenter and builder of California: Emma, who is the wife of William S. Irvin,

Muskogee, Oklahoma; .1. R., a gra<luate of the
Topeka Medical College and now a practicing physician and surgeon of Lawrence, Kansas: George
Howe, of this notice; and Edward, who is a carpenter and builder of Kingfisher, Oklahoma.
George Howe Bechtel attended the public schools
of Atchison County, the Salina Normal University
and the State Normal School, at Emporia, and in the
meantime resided on the home farm, where he devoted his summers to the cultivation of the soil.
Thus, at the age of twenty-one years, he was equipped
physically and mentally for the vocation of teaching, which he followed for four years in Dickinson
County and for seven years in Atchison County, and
in the latter was for two years principal of the
In 1902 Mr. Bechtel gave up
.schools of Huron.
teaching for the business of banking in that year
becoming bookkeeper for the Huron State Bank,
with which concern he was connected three years.
He then became cashier of the Citizens State Bank,
of Peru, Kansas, with which he was identified for
two and one-half years, and in 1907 came to Liberty
to become cashier of the Liberty State Bank, a position which he has since retained. The Liberty State
Bank was established in 1904 as a state institution,
by C. W. Wingate, Lewis Billings and others, and
immediately began to fill a long felt need. In that
year the brick banking house was built on Main
Street, and the business of the institution has steadily grown under the management of the following
of

officials:
president, I^ewis Billings, of Cherryvale;
vice president, ,Iolin H. Tnle, Liberty; cashier, George
H. Bechtel, Liberty; and assistant cashier, G. W.
Wingate, Liberty. The capital of the Liberty State
Bank is $10,000 and the surjilus and undivided
It bears an excellent reputation in
profits, .$3,600.
banking circles and is regarded as a safe and conservative institution which will protect its depositors' interests in every way, such an opinion being
the result of its past operations and the well known
integrity of its officials. Mr. Bechtel is a republican.
While a resident of Huron he served as a member
of the city counsel, has been a member of the school
board at Liberty, and at present is city treasurer.
He belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church ami

board of trustees. Mr. Bechtel is also a member of the Kansas State Bankers Association.
In ls96, at Nortonville, Kansas, Mr. Bechtel was
married to Miss Mabel Mitchell, daughter of Charles
and Isabelle (Helm) Mitchell, residents of Baldwin,
Kansas, where Mr. Mitchell is a retired farmer.
To Mr. and Mrs. Bechtel there have been born the
following children:
Isabelle, a graduate of Montgomery County High School, class of 191,5, and now
bookkeeper in the Bank of Liberty; Viola, a senior
at the Montgomery County High School; Ruby, a
freshman in that school; William and George, who
are attending the graded schools of Liberty; and
to its

Dorothy,

still

at home,

.Tames Bassett was a pioneer figure in Kansas.

He

18.57 and from that
death which occurred at
Dover in Shawnee County, December 26, 1915, he
p-as an upright, conscientious, hard working and

arrived in the territory in

time

forward

until

his

successful citizen.
He came to Kansas from Onondaga County, New
York. A native of England, he was born in (ilastonbury, ,T;inuary 2.5, 1836, and was one of the nine
children of .Joseph and Eliz.abeth (Hale) Bassett.
Some years later, in 1849, .Joseph Bassett set out for
America, determined to establish a home for himself
and family in the New World. He found a favorable location in Skaneateles, New York.
A year
later he went back to England and returned with
his family to America.
The rigors of a long voyage
on board a sailing ves:?el, which was meagerly provisioned and watered, proved too much fov Mrs.
Bassett, who died a few days after landing in this

country. Joseph Bassett married again, and he and
his wife spent the remainder of their days in Skaneateles.

The late .James Bassett was thirteen years of age
when brought to this country, and altogether he
received only eleven months of schooling, but by
his wide reading he came eventually to be highly
educated, and he kept this up to the end of his long
and useful life. He grew up on a farm in and about
Skaneateles until about twenty years of age.
In 18,57 he started west on a prospecting expedition.
By February he had arrived at Leavenworth.
From there he walked across the country to Dover,
and that community remained his principal home
for nearly sixty years.
In Dover two of his married sisters had already located, Mrs. Alfred Sage,
and Mrs. John Sage. His early employment in Kansas w,as as a farm hand.
He also jire-empted a tract
of land, and by developing that as a farm contributed something to the progress of the state.
Though he was ,a witness of many of the atrocities
committed during the border warfare period, he
liossessed none of the radical ^^ews of either side,
and so far as was consistent with an honorable
course he remained neutral.

His real patriotism was manifested when, on December 1, 1861, he enlisted in Company F of the
Second Kansas Regiment of Cavalry. He remained
with that regiment throughout its campaigns and
service, and was not discharged until January 18,
1865,
He left the army at Leavenworth as a corAs a volunteer he was many times called
poral.
upon to do dangerous scout duty and was often under*
the direct fire of the enemy. He was in the Battle of
Poison Springs, from which so few of his comrades
escaped alive, and in that hurried retreat through
the timber received an injury to his right eye which
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destroyed the sight later aud made

remove the

it

necessary to

eyeball.
close of the

war he returned home, and
At the
thereafter made three trips across the plains to
once.
Colorado, Pike's Peak being his destination
life of a
Eventually he settled down to the quiet
farmer at Dover. In that community he experienced
He comall the hardships incident to pioneer life.
bated drought, the grasshopper plague, the starvation prices of farm produce and engaged in the relentless warfare of the early Kansas settler against
the rigid and forbidding conditions of an environefforts
ment, 'which as a result of men 's continued
Through it all
gradually changed for the better.
by rigid economy and with the help of a good wife,
James Bassett contrived to prosper.
He was also an effective unit in his community. He
was one of the organizers of tlie Dover State Bank, of
which he was a director until a short time before his
He was also among those who established .the
lieath.
Dover Cemetery. A member of no religious denomination or secret fraternity he believed in and practiced the Golden Rule aud hated cant and hypocrisy.
He was charitable in thoughts and in deed and for
was universally respected and loved.
to the community where he
Uncle Jim
had lived for over fifty years, and young and old
came to him for advice and counsel, knowing they
would get from him the truth without fear or favor.
On November 17, 1866, Mr, Bassett married Ann
Sage, daughter of Arthur and Keziah Sage, of a
prominent pioneer family of Kansas, who survives
To their marriage were born four children,
him.
two girls and two boys: Miss Mary Bassett, a
teacher of ability; Hattie B. Aldrich, M. D., a physician of Caney, Kansas, and wife of Harry L. Aidof
rich, M. D., a member of Kansas State Board
Health; Albert J. Bassett, a teacher for many years
in Kansas, and is now a prominent hardware merchant of Dover; and Harris T. Bassett, the eldest, a
director of the Dover State Bank, and a successful
farmer of Dover.

his upright life

He was

' '

'

'
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where he followed the trade of carpenter, and in 1904
located at Pittsburg, where he is still actively engaged at his trade. He is a democrat, belongs to
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is fraternally
alBliated with the Knights of Pythias. Mr. Messinger
married Miss Harriet Plemming, who was born in
1846, at Taylorville, and whose deatli occurred in
Southern Missouri in 1890. They became the parents
as follows:
Harmon, who died in
L.
Homer, who died in infancy
Dwight, a carpenter and builder of Pittsburg; and
Marion, who is also engaged in the same business

of

five

infancy

children,

;

Asa

;

;

here.

Asa Messinger received his education in
and Missouri, where he attended the public

Illinois

schools,

but this has been greatly supplemented through
reading and by contact with his fellow men, so that he
may really be said to be self educated. He was only
fourteen years of age when he took his position among
the world 's workers, finding employment in a sawmill in Southern Missouri.
He was so engaged for
eight years, after which he turned his attention to
the trade of carpenter, having inherited mechanical
ability from his father and developing it through his
w^ork among skilled mechanics.
In 1898 he accompanied the family to Cherokee, Kansas, where he
contiimed to work at his trade for two years, and
since 1900 has been a resident of Pittsburg, and for
the greater part of this time has been engaged in a
During the sixteen
general contracting business.
years of his residence and business activity at Pittsburg, he has been connected with the construction of
some of the largest of the city's buildings. Among
the many contracts handled by him may be mentioned the following:
remodeling of the National
Bank; erection of the Masonic Temple; superintending the cousti-uetion of the Methodist Episcopal
Church rebuilding of the State Normal School and
the Presbyterian Church; drawing of plans for the
Christian Science Church and the Forest Park Building, the latter a $22,000 structure; remodeling of the
Lakeside and Washington school buildings, and the
Ramsey, Famous and Degen 's dry goods stores and
the building of Ridgeway's, Charles Melette's and
Doctor Graves residences, in addition to many others
Mr. Messinger is an intoo numerous to mention.
telligent, well-informed and broad-minded man, lending to his business a progressive spirit, and to the
community an extent of practical usefulness which it
In politics, he is
is difficult to correctly estimate.
a democrat. In April, 191.3, he was elected commis;

;

Asa Messinger.

It is not likely that

men within

the City of Pittsburg, Kansas, have contributed in
greater measure to the making of their surroundings
than has Asa Messinger. Look where one will, large
buildings and small, modest homes and elegant residences, banking houses and industrial plants, churches
and educational institutions, structures for the housing of public utilities these, and more which contribute to the architectural ensemble of a flourishing
And
town, are the product of his brain and hand.
In the capacity of commissioner of
this is not all.
streets and public improvements, he has added to the
city's beauty and safeguarded its people's health in
the way of sanitation, and has introduced innovations
that would be valuable assets to a city many times
the size of Pittsburg.

—

Mr. Messinger was born at Taylorville, Illinois,
29, 1876, and is a son of W. S. and Harriet (Flemming) Messinger.
His grandfather, Asa
Messinger, was a pioneer of Illinois, where he followed farming for many years, and died at Taylorville.
W. S. Messinger, father of Asa Messinger, was
born in 185|1, at Alton, Illinois, where he was reared
and educated, and as a young man went to TaylorHe engaged in
ville, at which place he was married.
farming in Christian County until 1888, in which
year he went to Missouri, and for ten years farmed
in the southern part of the state.
In 1898, on coming to Kansas, Mr. Messinger located at Cherokee,
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sioner of streets and public improvements, and during his two terms of office there have been more streets
jiaved than there had been previously since the foundOne of his gi'eatest works was
ing of Pittsburg.
the installing of the first storm sewer ever put in at
He has been instruPittsburg, a $50,000 contract.
mental in securing the Whiteway, also in the establishing of municipal music and entertainments and
was instrumental in securing the first motor driven
fire fighting apparatus ever purchased in Pittsburg.
In every possible direction he has given himself
whole-heartedly to looking after the improvements of
the city. That he has aimed to discharge the duties
of his oflice in an economical way and at the same
time to get the greatest amount of beneficial results
for the municipality, is shown in the fact that he has
never em])loyed a foreman or superintendent in his
department, but has supervised all work himself.
Commissioner Messinger is a member of the Methodist
Church. He belongs to various fraternal,

Episcopal
commercial

and

social

bodies,

including

Pittsburg
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Lodge No. 187, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
fiescue Lodge No. 393, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows; Pittsburg Lodge No. 1554, Knights of
Pythias, and Smelter Camp No. 691, Modern Woodmen of America; the Pittsburg Chamber of Commerce; the Pittsburg Automobile Club, and the Pittsburg Good Roads Club. Ho has a number of business connections and is vice president of the Pittsburg Poster Advertising Company.
In 1896, while a resident of Southern Missouri,
Mr. Messiiiger was united in marriage with Miss
Jennie Burriss, daughter of William and Dollie
(Snead) Burris, botli of whom are deceased. Mr.
Burriss was a teamster by vocation.
To Mr. and
Mrs. Messingcr there have been born seven children:
William, who resides with his parents and is identified
with his father 's contracting business Pearl, who is
attending the State Manual Training Normal School,
Pittsburg; Paul, who died at the age of ten years;
Lee and Helen, who are attending the graded schools
of Pittsburg; and Marguerite and John, at home.
;

Prof. George

W. Trout,

professor of history at

Manual Training Normal School

the State

Ijurg, Kiuisas,

was born
186.'!, and

at Pitts-

in Allen County,

Kentucky,
is a son of Rev. Paton and
.September 16,
-Vmanda (Black) Trout. He belongs to an old and
honored family which originated in Ireland, and came
to America during the days of the American Colonies,
the

forefather in this country settling in Vir-

first

ginia,

from whence the family drifted to various parts

of the Union.
George Trout, the grandfather of Professor Trout,
was born in Sumner County, Tennessee, in 1789, and
there spent his entire life on the same farm, dying
in 1898.
He was a democrat in politics and at one
time served as judge of the district which now bears
his name.
He and his son, George, resided on that
farm during the administration of every president of
the United States, and the latter still makes his home
there.
Rev. Paton Trout was born in 1834, in Sumner County, Tennessee, and was reared on a farm,
but chose instead the ministry as his vocation and
educated himself for this calling. He became a circuit rider in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
and at one time filled as many as thirty pulpits in a
single year, in Allen County, Kentucky, and Sumner
County, Tennessee. During the Civil war he enlisted
under John Morgan in the Confederate army, but
while he consented to fight for the South, would not
cross the

Mason and Dixon

line,
remain in

and as a result was

desert and
hiding for several
In 1882 he came to Kansas and was pastor
of churches at Bronson and Fort Scott, but finally
retired from active service, and died in 1912, at
La Harpe, Kansas. He was a democrat. Reverend
Trout married in Allen County, Kentucky, Miss
.\manda Bl.ack, who was born in 1840, in Sumner
County, Tennessee, and died in Allen County, Kansas,
in August, 1883, and they became the parents of nine
Alfred who was a merchant at
children, namely:
Odin, Illinois, and died in 1906; Margaret, who married A. J. Myers, a resident of Kansas since 1881

forced

to

years.

and now a merchant at La Harpe; .Josephine, who is
the wife of James McGrew, a smclterer at La Harpe;
Mary Elizabeth, who died at the age of three years;
George W. Edgar, who is engaged in the butchering
business at Odin, Illinois; Mary, who is the wife of
William Harry, a dry goods and clothing merchant
at Ralston, Oklahoma; Mattie, who is the wife of
Thomas Stout, a merchant of Cherryvale, Kansas;
;

and Ina, who is the wife of O. W. Vandergrif, of
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
In his youth George W. Trout received only an
indifferent jiublic school education, as the family was
large and he was exjiected to contribute to its supHe was only fourteen years of age when he
port.
began to do a man's work on the farm, in Marion

He
County, Illinois, thus earning $6 per month.
continued as a farm hand in the fields of Illinois,
with gradually increasing wages, until 1882, when he
came with the family to Allen County, Kansas, and
during the next six years continued to work as a
farmer during the summer months.
In the winter
terms, however, he taught in the country schools,
having managed to pick up some education through
studying in the hours that were not demanded for
farm work, and in 1885 was given a county teacher's
With his appetite for knowledge only
certificate.
sharpened by what he had secured, Mr. Trout determined to gain a thorough education, and in 1893
entered Ottawa University, from which institution he
was graduated in 1899, with the degree of Bachelor
of Arts.
Subsequently, he went to Rochester, New
York, where for three years he attended a theological
seminary, specializing in history and sociology, and
in 1902, on his return to Kansas, located at Pittsburg
as pastor of the First Baptist Church, a pastorate
which he filled for five and one-half years. In 1908
he was offered and accejited the chair of history in
the State Manual Normal Training School at Pittsburg, where he has since remained and where he now
has two assistant professors.
Professor Trout is now one of the best known educators in the state, was one of the organizers of the
Kansas Sociological Association, of which he is a
member, and belongs also to the Kansas State Teachers' Association and the Kansas Historical AssociaHis political beliefs make him a republican.
tion.
Fraternally, he belongs to Pittsburg Camp of the
Modern Woodmen of America, and to Pittsburg Lodge
No. 187, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, of which
he is jiast master; Pittsburg Chapter No. 58, Royal
Arch Masons, of which he is high priest; Pittsburg
Commandery No. 29, Knights Templar, of which he
is
prelate; Mirzah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; Zabud Council, of Topeka and Port Scott Consistory No. 6, of the thirtyHe also holds membership in the
second degree.
Pittsburg Commercial Club and allied himself with
;

other ]irogressive and ]iublics]>irifed citizens in advancing movements for the welfare of the city and
its

people.

Professor Trout was married in 1887, in Allen
County, Kansas, to Miss Mary L. Gilbert, daughter
of Edward and Mary (Tucker) Gilbert, farming peonow deceased, while the
ple, the former of whom is
latter is a resident of Kincaid, Kansas. To this union
there have been born nine children, as follows: Deva.
who died at the age of three years; Ola, who died
when three months old; Aiden Camby, born May S,
1893, a graduate of the academic department of the
State Manual Training Normal School, and now a
member of the Pittsburg Fire Department; Ruth,
born December 28, 1895, who is the wife of James
Stillwagh, the proprietor of an ice manufacturing
business at Pittsburg, and has one child, Edith Lavon,
born January I.'), 1915; Anna, liorn April 4, 1898,
who is a freshman at the State Manual Training Normal School: Gilbert, born February 28, 1901, a freshman in the high school department of the State Manual Training Normal School: Ralph, born September
in this school;
10, 1903, who is in the ninth grade
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a student; and
Harold, born February 7, 1906, also
home is at
Mary E., born July 7, 1910. The family
No. 305 West Quiiicy Avenue.

Prominent among the men
with the oil industry
identified
been
long
Charles
in Kansas as producers and drillers is found
Hiram Cook, of Coffeyville. From the time he left
school he has followed the oil and gas fields in various
and with the great developparts of the country,
ment of the Kansas fields became interested here and
has since plaved a part in the growth and advancement of the industry. Mr. Cook was born at Springboro, Crawford County, Pennsylvania, January 31,
and Emily
1863, and is a son of Francis Henry
(Fisher) Cook.
The Cook family originating in England, was
transferred to America during Colonial days, when
the progenitor settled in Pennsylvania. In that state
was born the great-grandfather of Charles Hiram
Cook, who followed farming all his life and there
of a large family,
passed away. He was the head
and among' his children was George R. Cook, the
at Springgrandfather of Charles H., born in 1809,
boro. He was reared as farmer and followed that
vocation for a number of years, but also followed
other lines of industry, his abilities and energies
and
carrying him into railroad grading contracting
later a
sawmilling. He was originally a whig and
member of the
republican, and was a very active
Methodist Episcopal Uhurch. As agriculturist, business man and citizen he won and held the respect of
those with whom he was associated, and in his death,
which occurred in 1885, Springboro lost one of its
best men. Mr Cook married Miss Maria Soper, who
was born in 1813, in Pennsylvania and died at
Springboro, July 4, 1876, and they were the parents
Francis Henry; Naomi,
of the following children:
deceased, married J. B. Bradley, also deceased, came
to Kansas in the spring of 1870 and located near
Topeka, but after perhaps two years returned to
Pennsylvania, having been discouraged by the grasshopper plague in 1871, Mr. Bradley then resuming
his operations as a real estate dealer and oil producer; William R., deceased, who also came to Kansas in time to be here during the grasshopper year,
then returning to the East and locating at Bolivar,
New York, where he was cashier in a gas company's
office and also an operator in oil, and where his death
occurred; Aris, living at Springboro, Pennsylvania,
the widow of the late William Sweeney, who was
a carpenter and builder; Porter S., who came to
Topeka, Kansas, in 1870, engaged in the livery and
real estate business and served as sheriff of Shawnee
County, and now a resident of Sulphur Springs,
.Arkansas; Hiram, whose death occurred in 1862,
when overcome by gas from an oil well where he was
working in Canada; Mary, deceased, who married
Arthur Fisher, who came to Kansas in 1870 and were
routed by the grasshoppers, then returning to the
East. Mr. Fisher now being manager of a gas company at Cuba, New York; and George W., a Kansas
pioneer of 1872, who is a farmer and has an undertaking establishment at Dover, Kansas.
Francis Henry Cook was born November 14, 1832,
in Crawford County, Pennsylvania, and was there
reared and educated.
He was brought up on the
farm, but in his father's other enterprise conceived
a liking for business, and finally entered merchan-

Charles Hiram Cook.

who have

dising as the proprietor of his

own establishment.

Mr. Cook was married in his native county, and in
1870 removed to Venango, Pennsylvania, there also

2013

engaging in mercantile pursuits. Subsequently, for
four years, he followed farming in Venango County,
from whence he went, in 1881, to Bradford, Pennsylvania, and Bolivar, New York, at which points he
had charge of oil property. In 1886 Mr. Cook took
his family to Michigan, bU3nng a farm in Victory
Township, Mason County, just outside of the City of
Ludington. This farm he cultivated until 1905, and
in .that year retired and moved to Puyallup, not far
from Seattle, Washington, where he now lives in
quiet and comfort, enjoying the pleasures which are
his by. right of his long years of faithful labor.
a man of honor and sterling traits of character,

As
Mr.

highly esteemed by those who have come
and he has always been a
good citizen. A republican in his political affiliation, while living in Pennsylvania and later in Michigan, he served as a justice of the peace. He is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and in
his younger days took an active part in church work
and for some years served as superintendent of the
Sunday School. During the Civil war, at the time
General Lee was threatening Philadelphia, Mr. Cook
volunteered for the Union army and went to Harrisburg, biit was not called upon for service. He mar-

Cook

is

into contact with him,

ried Miss Emily Fisher, who was born in 1843, at
Silver Creek, New York, and they became the parents
of the following children: Clara, who is deceased;
Charles Hiram, of this notice; Hattie, who is deceased; Alice and Aris, who both died of diphtheria;
and Mary, wlio married Mr. Tripp and now makes
her home with her parents.
Charles H. Cook attended the public schools of

Springboro and Shamburg, Pennsylvania, and Chamberlain Institute, at Rudolph, New York. When he
graduated from tliat institution he at once became
identified with the oil and gas business, and followed the fields in New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio
anil Indiana, until 1912, on July 1 of which year he
came to Coffeyville, Kansas. Here he has since carried on operations of an extensive character, both
in the line of drilling

and operating, and

lias

become

one of the well known figures in this field. He likewise has an interest in a lease at Wann, Oklahoma.
In politics Mr. Cook is a republican. He resides at
No. 101 Wept First Street, and has numerous friends
in that locality, as he lias also in business circles.
In 1887, at Lima, Ohio, Mr. Cook was married to
Miss Maude I. Best daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. W.
Best, the latter of whom is deceased, while the former
is a resident of Ridgeway, Pennsylvania.
To them
have been born the following children: Myrtle, a
graduate of Lima High School, and a graduate nurse
of the Beaver County General Hospital, Rochester,
Pennsylvania, and residing at home with her parents;
Raymond L., an oil well driller, who also lives with
his parents; Jessie, who died at Coffeyville, at the
age of twenty years; and Marie, a graduate of the
Coffeyville Higli School, who attended the Kansas
State Normal School at Emporia for two years and
is now a teacher in the
high school.

William Peterson, during

the last years of his
retired with his wife in a comfortable
at Randolph in Riley County.
He had a remarkable range of experience. A native of Sweden,
he came to the United States a poor man.
He had
life,

lived

home

hardly become accustomed to American ways before
he entered the army to fight for his adopted land.
Three years of gallant and faithful service as a
Union soldier are to his credit. Nearly fifty years
ago he came out to the new State of Kansas. He

,
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was a homesteader and for years a successful farmer
Pottawatomie County. The fruits of his labors
enabled him to retire and enjoy in comfort his
in

declining years.

He was

born February 17,

IS.'}*.

Childhood and

youth, the advantafres of schools and much of hard
work were his i)ortion liuring tlie twenty-six years
he lived in Sweden before immigrating to the United
States.

On August 17, 1860, he landed at the City of
A day or two later he was working at
Boston.
From the tasks whicl\ fur.Jamestown, New York.
nished him a livelihood he was called to the liigher
service of liis ;ido])tcd country.
August 27, 1861,
a year and ten days after he came to this country, he
in
enlisted as a private
Company A of the 112th
New York Volunteer Infantry. That regiment sawsome of the hardest fighting during the first three
Without recalling all the enyears of the war.
gagements in which he participated, it should be noted
that in the battle of Cold Harbor on ,lune .!, 186-1,.
William Peterson was struck by a minie ball in the
That was the only important wound
right shoulder.
Mr. Peterson secured
received during his service.
from
possession of the ball after it was extracted
his shoulder, and he afterward kept it as a memento
On August ^iO, 1864,
of his military ex])erience.
three days after the exjiiration of his term of enlistment, he was given an honorable discharge with the
rank of corporal.
Another soldier in the 112th New York Infantry
was Christopher Oakland. Mr. Oakland was in Company E. He had come to America some years before
from Sweden, bringing with him his family, including his daughter Emma, who had been born in
Sweden September 29, 1843. In the fall of 1864,
after his honorable discharge from the army and
after he had voted for the re-election of Lincoln for
president, William Peterson was married to Miss
Emma Oakland at .Tamestown, New York.
After his marriage he followed farming on a
small piece of land near Chautauqua Lake in WestThe great opportunities of the Midern New Y'ork.
dle West called him to share in their abundance,
and in 1867 Mr. Peterson homesteaded a claim in
Pottawatomie County, Kansas. In the development
of that claim, in the making of a home, the rearing
and training of his children, he was busily occui)ied
1901.
Having then reached a period in his
when he was amply able to retire, he did so and
afterward lived in a comfortable home at Iiandoli)h.
For his part in developing a farm and his worthy
relationship with the community, Mr. Peterson deserves mention as one of the makers of the great
Commonwealth of Kansas. He was long a member
of the Grand Army of the RcpuVdic, and for more
until
life

fifty years actively supjiorted the re|mblican
party. For nine years his fellow citizens called upon
him to serve as justice of the peace in his home
township of Pottawatomie County, and he was once

than

He and his
census enumerator in his township.
wife were long active members of the Methodist
In 1914 they were permitted to celebrate
Church.
that impressive and beautiful ceremony of a golden
Twelve children were born
wedding anniversary.
to their union, and six of them are still living, all
grown to useful and honorable manhood and womanhood.

Alonzo O. Bi,air, M. D. By nearly forty years of
practice in Southeastern Kansas Doctor Blair has
liccome widely known as a successful ]ihysician and
surgeon, and for more than a quarter of a century

has been identified professionally and also in a business way with the City of Pittsburg.
By ancestry he is of Scotcjh-Irish stock. His greatgreat-grandfather came in colonial times from England and settled in South Carolina.
Doctor Blair's
grandfather was a native of South Carolina, but was
to
the institution of slavery -and moved from
opjiosed
that state to Tennessee and thence to Illinois.
He
was one of the conductors on the famous underground
railroad in the years before the war, a route by which

many

fugitive slaves escajjcd to freedom in Canada.
an earlv farmer at Sparta, Illinois, where he

He was

died.

the native state of Doctor Blair.
He
Perry County September 19, 1852. His
father William R. Blair was born in Tennessee in
1824, grew up in that state, and at the age of thirtyfour removed to Perry County, Illinois. He followed
farming all his life, and died at Perry in March,
Illinois

is

was born

in

1916.

He was

home

locality,

a

man

of considerable influence in his

was an active republican, filled the
ollice of justice of the peace, and was a member
and elder in the Hcformcd Presliytcrian Church. He
married Martha McQuiston, who was born in North
Carolina in 1842 and died at Perry, Illinois, in 1856.
William R. Blair was a very successful farmer in Illinois and left a large estate, part of which is still owned
These children were:
Dr. A. O.
by his children.
Blair, the oldest;

Lyman, who occupies part of the old

Perry County, Illinois: James Edwin,
who lives on a farm near the old homestead; William
Lincoln, farming on a part of the old homestead;
Lillian, who is married and lives on a farm south of
Wichita. Kansas; and Mabel, unmarried, living in
New York City.
The early youth of Doctor Blair was spent on an
homestead

in

farm.
He attended public school at Perryin 1873 was graduated from the Colterville
He then entered the St. Louis Medical
School, now the medical de|iartment of the University
of Missouri. He completed a thorough course in that
institution and was granted his degree M. D. in 1877.
In 1890 Doctor Blair interrujited his private practice
and took post-graduate work in the New York PolyThat was shortly before he located in Pittsclinic.
For the first year of his practice he was loburg.
cated at Colterville, Illinois, but in 1878 came to
Kansas, and this state has been the stage of his proIllinois

and
Academy.

ville,

He
activities and his Inisiness success.
jiractieed at Bavaria from 1878 to 1882 and at
Beulah until 1890. In the latter year he removed to
fessional

Pittsburg, which was then just coming into prominence as an industrial city, and for years he has
enjoyed a large share of the general medical and
His offices are at
surgical practice in this locality.
412'1. North Broadway and he owns an interest in
the building.
Doctor Blair has used his means to invest largely in

He owns his home at 51.'! West
local real estate.
Second Street, also a business building on South Broadway, .a large brick structure near the Frisco depot,
ami he and Tom CafTey own the two-story brick building on Locust and Fourth streets adjoining the Santa
Fe Hailway. He owns other real estate in Pittsburg
and has some investments in Port Arthur, Texas.
Doctor Blair is a memlier of the Crawford County
and Kansas State Medical societies, the Southeastern
Medical Society and the Medical Society of the
So\ithwest and the American Medical Association. He
is a republican and has served as a member of the
city

council

the

United

He is
of Pittsburg.
Presbyterian Cliurch.

now

a

trustee in
his

Fraternally

PL/i..
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relations are with Pittsburg Lodge No. 187, Ancient
Free and Accepteil Masons, Pittsburg Cliapter No. 58,

Royal Arch Masons, Pittsburg Comniamlery No. 29,
Knights Tenii>lar, and Mirzah Temple of the Mystic
He also belongs to Pittsburg
Shrine at Pittsburg.
Lodge No. 56, Ancient Order United Workmen, and

Pittsburg Camp of the Modern Woodmen of
America.
In Colterville, Illinois, in 1877, the year he was
graduated in medicine. Doctor Blair married Miss
Elizabeth Hughes, a daughter of John and Elizabeth
(Miller) Hughes, both of whom are now deceased.
Her father was a farmer. Doctor and Mrs. Blair have
two daughters. Florence is the wife of Robert Nesh,
to

who

is

teaclier

manager in a brick company at
The daughter Olive is a graduate of the

assistant

Pittsburg.
College of

Music at Cincinnati, Ohio, is a music
and makes her home with her parents.

William S. Norton. Whatever their environment,
men of true ability have the power to raise themselves aliove circumstances, and apparently handicaps
and difficulties act only as a spur to increase effort

There are few Kansans whose
careers better illustra-te the truth of this assertion
than that of William S. Norton, who is known so
well in Cherokee County as a financier and business

and accomplishment.

man.
Mr. Norton could review by personal recollections
practically every jihase of life in Southwestern Missouri and Southeastern Kansas during the last half
He was a Unioh soldier during the war
century.
iind the keynote to his success can probably be found
in the fact that he has been ever ready to meet
langer and difficulty and has always been unusually
resourceful in every exigency of a long life.
As to his ancestry it can be stated that the Nortons
were English people and were pioneers to the State
of Ohio,' where they settled before the War of 1812.
Their first point of settlement on coming to America
was North Carolina.
Mr. William S. Norton was born in Edgar County,
His father was Amos Norton,
Illinois, July 26, 1844.
a native of Mount Vernon, Ohio, where he was born
After spending the first nineteen years of
in 1826.
his life in the vicinity of Mount Vernon, he moved
to Edgar County, Illinois, where he married and
subsequently identified himself with farming a raw
tract of land in that section of the Prairie state.

Amos

Norton was a Kansas pioneer.
The territory was
Darely opened for settlement when he arrived in
1854 at Fort Scott. He homesteaded a claim there.
After working his land for two years, he removed
to Buffalo, Dallas County, in Southwestern Missouri.
In that rough and rugged district of Missouri he
spent his summers in farming and followed the car-

When the war
jienter trade in the winter months.
liroke out Amos Norton quickly showed his stand for
the Union cause.
He lived in a part of Missouri
where Union sentiment could not be spoken without
the hazard of personal danger, but in spite of that
he enlisted in February, 1862, in Company B of the
Fourteenth Missouri Cavalry. He was elected lieutenant of his company and was soon afterward appointed
He was mustered out of this organiquartermaster.
zation in February, 186.S, and was soon afterward
appointed colonel of the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry.
On April 2, 186.3, he was captured by a band of
guerillas headed by John Turner, and as nothing
further of his fate was ever learned it is probable
that he was put to death by his captors in Southwest Missouri.
Though a Unionist, he was in poli-
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Douglas democrat. He was a thorough Chrisan active member of the Baptist Church, and
In 1848, in
belonged to the Masonic fraternity.
Edgar County, Illinois, Amos Norton married Elizabeth Frazier. She was born at Greencastle, Indiana,
September 23, 1825, and died at Columbus, Kansas,
September 24, 1900. She became the mother of six
children
William S., the oldest
Mary .lane, who
died at Portland, Oregon, in 1910, the wife of Mr.
Cusack, who was a farmer and is also deceased;
Serilda Ann, who lives at San Diego, California, the
widow of John Crawford, who was a farmer during
his active career; John D., who was a miner and died
at Galena, Kansas, in 1905; Beverly B., who was
pursuing his studies at Dubuque, Iowa, in 1876, when
he was killed, being thrown from a horse; and Douglas, wlio was town marshal at Carle Junction, Missouri, and on November 4, 1884, while on the discharge
of his official duties, was killed, being shot by a

tics a

tian,

:

member
From

;

band of toughs.
peaceful scenes of an Illinois community
William S. Norton was projected into the rough and
oftentimes turbulent life of Southwestern Missouri
when he was about ten years of age. Most of his
education came from the public schools of Buffalo,
Missouri, and a select school at Springfield, that
state.
At the age of seventeen, about the time the
war broke out in 1861, he left school to enlist in
Company A of the Independent Mounted Eangers,
of a
tlie

his first service witli tliis organization was to
as a bodyguard to the governor of the State
Later his company was organized in
of Missouri.
the Fourteenth Missouri Cavalry, and later he veteranized and became a part of the Eighth Missouri CavWith these different organizations Mr. Norton
alry.
spent more th^d four years following the flag of the
Union and was mustered out at Little Rock, Arkansas,
in September, 1865, under order No. 171.
While the
gi'eat theatre of the war was east of the Mississippi,
is
it
certain that no service was attended with

and
act

hardships and more constant danger than
those who followed the Union flag in the
southwestern country of Missouri, Arkansas and the
Indian Territory. Mr. Norton was at the Battle of
at the decisive engagement
Carthage, July 5, 1861
of Wilson Creek, at Pea Ridge, Prairie Grove, Helena
and Poison Springs, Arkansas, and in a number
of other minor battles of the campaign in those
For ninety-three days and nights he
two states.
and his comrades were under fire at Four Corners,
Arkansas, a point where the states and territories of
Arkansas, Missouri, Indian Territory and Kansas
adjoin. This engagement followed the Battle of Pea
Ridge.
During a charge of cavalry at Springfield,
Missouri, he was slightly wounded by a sabre cut.
Since the war Mr. Norton has always enjoyed the
friendship and communion of his old army comrades,
and in 1867 he joined the first Grand Army Post
organized at Carthage, Missouri. He has since been
an active member of Frank P. Blair Post, Grand
Army of the Republic, at Galena; (Columbus Post
and John A. Dix Post at Baxter Springs, Kansas.
After the war Mr. Norton resumed life in the
desolated districts of Soutliwestern Missouri. Locating
soutli of Carthage, in Jasper County, he followed
farming during the open months of the year, and
for two years taught winter terms of school.
He
then moved across the Missouri line and accepted
the jirivilege of becoming one of the first white
homesteaders on the lands vacated by the Indians in
Clierokee County.
He filed on a claim of a quarter
section near Baxter Springs, on a part of the headgreater

came

to

;
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John Ross, former chief of the CheroAfter three years spent in improving
and developing his elaim he returned to Carthage,
Missouri, and for several years was in the freighting
business.
He conducted a freighting outfit between
Carthage and Sedalia, Missouri, and also operated it
through different points in old Indian Territory.
This was in the years before railroads opened up
the southwestern country, and that form of transportation reached Soutlieastcrn Kansas in 1871, and he
turned his attention to other lines.
From 1871 to 1877 Mr. Norton was a merchant at
Joplin, Missouri, and also V)ecanie identified with
From 1877
the mining districts in that vicinity.
until 1882 he was engaged in merchandising and mining at Galena, Kansas, and from there removed to
Scammon, Kansas, where he was known as a merchant and coal miner up to 1892. Then, on account
of ill health, he retired temporarily from business
affairs, and for eight years lived at Baxter Springs.
Mr. Norton is a man of wide experience not only in
practical business affairs and in dealing witli men,
but also in the law, and during his residence at Baxter
Springs he was a practicing lawyer for a part of
Out of the eight years he spent there he
the time.
right of Chief

kee

tribe.

served as

mayor of the toyn

On January

for six years.

Mr. Norton removed to
Columbus, and once more resumed business as a coal
In 190.1 he retired from
operator and merchant.
the mercantile business and has since sold most of
his mining properties, though still interested in a
17,

retired from business, his interas to make him a man of
commanding importance in financial circles. He is
president of the Columbus State Bank, is a stockholder in the First National Bank at Columbus, is

Though nominally

are so widespread

the largest stockholder in the International Life Insurance Company of St. Louis, of which he was a director
for a number of years, is a stockliolder in the Prudential Casualty Company of Indianapolis, in the
Casualtj- Company of Kansas City, and the Great
Western of Phoenix, Arizona, and the Southwestern
Casualty Company of St. Louis. He owns an interest
in the building occupied by the First National Bank
of Columbus and the buUding occupied by the Columbus State Bank, is owner of the building which is
the home of the DaUy Advocate on Kansas Avenue,
and is regarded as one of the largest farm land

owners in Cherokee County.
His farming interests
include six different farms and aggregate over 1,200
acres.
He also is owner of 100 acres of mineral land
in Ottawa County, Oklahoma.
His own home is at
221 North Kansas Avenue, and he has another residence in the western part of Columbus.
His career as a public spirited citizen also calls
for some mention. Ho has always been a live republican, and in 1888 was elected a member of the Kansas
State Senate. He served four years, and during that
time figured in procuring the passage of a number
of

bills

for the benefit of his constituents.

Coming

from a district of the state where the mining industry
was of great imiiortance, he was author of the "shot
firing bill," a measure which relieved the coal miners
of a large part of the hazard they had hitherto endured.

This

bill

any men were

In

186.'i,

while

still

serving as a Union soldier,

Mr. Norton was married at Bolivar, Missouri, to
Miss Martha J. McKinney. She died in 1864, and
her only child, Martha J.,' died soon afterward. On
April .{, 1883, at St. Joseph, Missouri, Mr. Norton
married Miss Mary J. Stahl. Her father was captain
of a company in the Second United States Dragoons
during the war, was wounded and taken prisoner in
one battle, and died while confined in Andersonville
Prison.
Mrs. Norton died at her home in Columbus
May 20, 1910, after a happy married life of twentyseven years.
Mr. Norton has a daughter and son.
Maude, who had completed her education in the Hardin
College at Mexico, Missouri, and was at the entrance
of a promising young womanhood, when drowned near
Baxter Springs, Kansas, June 10, 1905, at the age
of twenty. Claude W., the only child now living, was
graduated from the Military Academy at Mexico, Missouri, in 190.5, and is now connected with the International Life Insurance Company of St. Louis.

1900,

small scale in this industry.
ests

Royal Arch Masons; Fort Scott Consistory No. 6 of
the second degree Scottish Rite, and is" a charter
member of Mirza Teni|de of the Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine at Pittsburg, Kansas.
He is also affiliated
with Pittsburg Lodge No. 412, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

prohil)itei1 the firing of shots
in the mine.
For two years

still

while

com-

ing, 1907-08, Mr. Norton served as m.ayor of Columbus. He is active in the Presbyteri.an Cliurch, belongs
to the Columbus Commercial Club, and fraternally is

with Prudence Lodge No. 100, .\ncient Free
and Accepted Masons Columbus Chapter No. 223,
affiliated

;

Edwin V. L.»nvox. The president of the National
Bank of Pittsburg, Edwin V. Lauyon, is a dominant
factor in the financial and industrial world and belongs to a family the members of which have figured
conspicuously in the industrial development of Southeastern Kansas for the last quarter of a century. He
is a native of Wisconsin, born at Mineral Point,
December 14, 1863, and a sou of Josiah and .Jane
(Trevorrow) Lanyon. the former a native of Mineral
Point and of English descent, and the latter a native
of England.
Josiah Lanyon came to Pittsburg, Kansas, in 1882,
and was interested in the smelter development of this
section, but later returned to Mineral Point, Wiscon
In the public schools of that city Edwin V.
sin.
Lanyon received his education, and in 1882 came to
Pittsburg with his father, here assisting him to buihl
a smelter which they ojierated together under tlic
firm style of W. & J. Lanyon until 1897.
They also
built a large smelter at lola, and a number of members of the Lanyon family were interested in these
gigantic projects, in which thousands of dollars were
The lola plant was operated under the
involved.
name of Robert Lanyon & Sons Smelting Company,
as was also the La Harpe jdant, and these enterprises
were later absorbed by the Lanyon Zinc Company. In
the spring of 1899, Edwin V. Lanyon of this review
became su|icrintendent of the Lanyon Zinc Company 's
smelters at lola and La Harpe and rem.ained in that
capacity until the year 1902. when he went to Neodesha and, in partnership with his brother, Delos, and
William Lanyon, Jr., built a zinc smelter which they
operated about a year when it was sold to the Grady
M. & 1. Comjiany, of St. Louis. He then returned
to Pittsburg. Kansas, and became presiilcnt of the
National Bank of Pittsburg, with which he had been
associated as a director for a number of years |)rcviouslv. This is one of the substantial banking institutions of Southeastern Kansas and many of the best
known business men of this section have been interWhile Mr. Lanyon gives the
ested in it for years.
banking interests the greater jiart of his attention,
he is still interested in a number of important indusIn 1906, he, with his brother, Dclos,
trial projects.
and associates, organized the Lanyon Star Smelting
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at Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and constructed
a large plant at that place which they still operate.
Mr. Lanyou was one of the organizers of the Pittsat Pittsburg Zinc Company, which purchased a jjlant
and of which
burg in 1907, which they still operate,

Company,

In 1005, with other interis president.
he organized the Home Light, Heat and Power
later that
Company, of which he was president, but
concern was absorbed by an eastern company. Beside
in
his banking interests at Pittsburg, he is interested
the Mulberry State Bank, of which he is vice presiconijiany he
ests,

dent.

Although his private interests arc extensii'e and
found time to devote to
important, Mr. Laiiyon has
the public welfare, and his public spirit has led him
to be every ready to support any enterprise tending
He has served as mayor
to make a greater Pittsburg.
of the city one term and is an active member of the
Chamber of Commerce, has been vice president of
the Commercial Club, and is now vice president of the
is a Knight
Carnegie Library board. Fraternally, he
Templar Mason' and a Shriner, and belongs to the
Ancient Order of Tnited Workmen, the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, the Modern Woodmen
of America and the Fraternal Aid tfnion.
Mr. Lanyon was united in marriage November 27,
of T. L. and Caro1889, with" Miss Lvdia, daughter
line (Neff) Scott," of Pittsburg, Kansas, where her
father is a contractor and builder. Mrs. Lanyon was
born in Missouri, and came to Kansas with her parMr. and Mrs. Lanyon have three
ents when a child.
children: Marjorie, who is the wife of T. C. Hill and
resides at Pittsburg; and Edwina and Dorothy.
Prop. Wilber A. Cochel. There is no doubt but
that educational education means more to the United
States today than any other kind of education ami
i;reat institutions like the Kansas State Agricultural
College are standard bearers in disseminating agricultural knowledge. This college management, with
remarkable judgment, has gathered together a group
of thoroughly trained instructors covering every
of modern progphase of agriculture, the agriculture
ress.
At the head of the animal husbandry division
is found Prof. Wilber A. Cochel, a scholar and scientist whose name carries weight in many states of
the Union on account of his discoveries and solid
achievements.
Wilber A. Cochel was born at Tipton, Missouri,
August 7, 1877, and is a son of William H. and CharHe was reared at Tipton
lotte (Calvin) Cochel.
where his father was a hardware merchant and also
a farmer. On his father 's farm he gained his first
practical lessons in agriculture, not unwillingly, for
he has always loved the soil and been interested in
He was afforded
its development and possibilities.
educational advantages and after being graduated
from the Tipton High School, he entered the
academic department of the University of Missouri,
from which he was graduated in 1897.
During the succeeding five years Mr. Cochel was
mainly engaged in general farming, stockraising and
feeding and dealing in cattle.
Desiring further
scientific knowledge he entered the agricultural department of the LTniversity of Missouri and was
graduated in 1905. During the St. Louis Exposition
in 190-1 he was superintendent of the HolsteinFresian exhibit.
From 1905 to 1909 Professor Cochel was connected
with the experiment station at Purdue University,
LaFayette, Indiana, in the organization of experiment work. He was the introducer of the silo, which
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has revolutionized the system of feeding cattle. He
developed a system for the management of feeding
beef cattle at a profit, and many other of his ideas
have been embodied in modern work along this line.
On leaving Purdue University, Professor Cochel went
to the Pennsylvania State College, where he continued in charge of the animal husbandry department until July, 1912, w'hen he accepted an invitation to the Kansas State College of Agriculture and
has continued a resident of Manhattan ever since.
The outstanding feature of Professor Cochel 's
work as head of the animal husbandry division and
animal husbandry experiment station, includes the

determining of a method whereby by-products may
be best utilized toward beef production; the use of
grain sorghums for feeding livestock, and also of
solving the problem of wintering beef cattle. At a
glance even the layman can recognize the vast importance attaching to such duties and can recognize
that only one thoroughly familiar with the subject,
trained along this line, with definite knowdedge
gained by e.xfierience, could ever hope to bring about
practical solutions. He has acted as an expert judge
He has
of cattle at many expositions and fairs.
served as president of the American Society of
Animal Production; is a member of the American
Breeders' Association; of the National Geographical
Society; of the National Society for the Promotion
of Science, and of the American Genetic Society.
He still maintains membership in his old Greek
letter college fraternities, the Alpha Zeta and the
Phi Kappa Phi.
In 1907 Professor Cochel was' united in marriage
v.'ith Miss Caroline Fahnestock.
They are members
oi the Presbyterian Church. For a number of years
he has been identified with the Masonic fraternity
but politically has never been active.

James Frederick

'Connor. The stern competiexacting conditions of twentieth century
business progression have resulted in specialization in
every line of industrial and constructive activity.
tion

and

Men

of marked ability have proved beyond question
of doubt, through consecutive action and comprehensive investigation, that the best and most productive
results are secured by a consistent devotion to some
particular line of effort. The reason for this is that,

with so many competitors it is practically impossible
for a single individual to become an expert in all
When he entered upon his career, James Fredlines.
erick O 'Connor recognized the fact that the man who
dissipates his energies in all directions attains no
definite goal, and during his life he has, therefore,
practically confined himself to one line of business.
His start was given him when he secured the privilege
of using an old icehouse, deserted by its former owner,
his father.
That was a quarter of a century ago.
Today, the O 'Connor-Hamlin lee and Cold Storage
Company is one of Fort Scott 's foremost industries,
alike a credit to the city in which it is located and
a monument to the consistent fidelity of one who
realized the benefit of specialization, through which
he has worked out a splendid success.
James Frederick O 'Connor was born at Fort Scott,
Kansas, November 3, 1868, a son of John and Adelia
His mother was born at
(Karleskind) O'Connor.
Constableville, a little town near Rome, New York,
the daughter of Frederick Karleskind, who brought his
family from New York to Kansas in 1860, and settled
on a farm in Bourbon County, where for many years
he was a successful farmer and upright citizen. In
his later years he retired to Fort Scott, and there his
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John O'Connor was born in Ireland
and was a lad of sixteen years when he
emigrated to the United States. After a short stay
lieath occurred.
in June, 1838,

at

Now

Orleans, he

made

his

way

to St. Louis, Mis-

and there learned the baker's trade, and when
he had completed his apprenticeship went to Keokuk,

souri,

Iowa.

In that city he followeil the trade of journeyI'oufectioner, and in 1861 came to Fort
Scott, Kansas, where, with a small cajpital saved from
his meager wages, he engaged in business as the proMr.
prietor of a small grocery and confectionery.
O'Connor soon recognized the opportunity for the
e.vtension of his business anil in the winter of ISG.'i
built an icehouse, which he filled with ice during the
winter months and distributed this natural article
during the summer in connection with his grocery
business. In the winter of 187.'$ there was not enough
cold weather to produce an ice cro]), and as he was
not in good health, and was suffering from an ohl
wound caused by a fractured leg, he sold out his
store and moved to a farm that he had purchased some
j-ears before, located some three miles from the city.
This was in a neglected and run-down condition and
needed building up, and during the sixteen years that
he ojierated this projierty Mr. O 'Connor proved a good
and practical agriculturist, accumulating a satisfying
com])etence and developing an excellent farm. In his
later years he retired from active affairs, and lived
comfortably retired in his attractive home at Fort
Scott, on North Crawford Street, where he jiassed
away December 20, 1916. Mr. O'Connor has always
been a reliable and public-spirited citizen, who has
done his share in the upbuilding of the city and
county and whose integrity, iiulustry and general
worth have brought him many friends and attracted
to him the esteem and respect of the people of his
community. During the Civil war he enlisted in the
Home Guards, his injury preventing Iiim from going

man baker and

He is a consistent member of the Roman
Catholic Church, as is also Mrs. O 'Connor, who, like
her husband, is greatly respected and esteemed. They
have been the parents of eight children, as follows:
Francis, who died at the age of four years; James
Frederick, of this notice; Elizabeth, who is the wife
of Charles P. Hamlin, secretary and manager of the
O'Connor & Hamlin Ice anil Cold Storage Company;
George, who learned the trade of machinist at Fort
Scott, in the Fort Scott Foundry and Machine Works,
and now a successful manufacturer of machinery at
Vancouver, British Columbia Charles, who is engineer
at the ice and cold storage plant; Joseiih, who is a
clerk with the Fort Scott Wholesale Grocery Comjiany;
Anna, who is the wife of J. J. Cummings, assistant
superintendent of the Frisco Railroad at Fort Scott;
and William, who is engaged in mercantile pursuits
at Wichita, Kansas.
James Frederick O 'Connor was educated in the
parochial school at Fort Scott and the Central Public
School, and then entered the old Kansas Normal
School, although he did not complete his course there.
At the age of eighteen years he gave up his studies to
assist his father on the honu' farm, but after one year
went to Pittsburg, Kansas, where he found employment in a ilairy. It was at this time that Mr. O'Connor ilecided to reopen the old icehouse, and, gaining
his father's consent, he began the ice business alone in
1892.
During the winter months of that year Mr.
O'Connor workeil with every ounce of energy that he
He had faith in the business and deterjio.s.se.ssed.
minerl to make it .succeed, anil this faith and determination often kept him at work for thirty-six hours
at a stretch.
He had only a limited caj)ital and was
to the front.

:

unable to hire assistants, but his first year 's work
brought results, and iu 1894 he interested his brotherin-law in the venture, Charles P. Uanilin.
Together
they continued to labor during the winter months to
store up natural ice, and in the sununer mouths to
build up a trade, and under their combined efforts the
business grew and developed rapidly. By the year 1901
the little venture had grown to astounding proportions,
and in that year the present company was incorporated, with the following officers: James F. O'Connor,
l)resiilent; C. B. McDonald, now of Kansas City, Missouri, where he is president of the Peoples State Bank,
vice presidfflit ; :inil t^nirles Hamlin, secretary and maTiIn that year, 1901, the conijiany planned to niann-

ager.

and a 20-ton refrigerating machine was
new modern factory built of brick and
insulated with cork board- and fitted with concrete
doors.
In 1904 the business had grown to such an
extent that it was necessary to add a 12-ton refrigerating machine, and in 1912 the old machines were
replaced by the latest type refrigerating machine of
.50-tons daily capacity.
In 1916 the company decided
that Fort Scott was badly in need of a cold storage
plant, and with characteristic energy went about building a modern ]]lant for this |>ur[)Ose, with a capacity of
28,000 cubic feet, the lower lloors being used for ice
storage and the upper floors being divided into three
large storage rooms, leased to the wholesale commission merchants of the city for the storage of fruit,
produce, butter, eggs, etc. This innovation was really
a boon to the merchants of the city, who hailed it.s
advent with enthusiasm and who have supported it
The ice business has grown far
commcnsurately.
beyond the limits of Fort Scott and the concern is now
supjilying towns far distant with ice.
Everything
about the comiiany 's ]ilant and office is modern in
Its
deliveries
are
made
with
motor
every respect.
trucks and six double-horse wagons, and it has been
fact\ire

ice,

installed in a

the pride of the house to make its deliveries expeditiously and to give full value for a fair price. From
twenty to twenty-five men are given steady employment, and the business is one that has come to be
recognized and appreciated as one of Fort Scott's
necessary commercial adjuncts. Thus, from a humble
and inauspicious start, within a quarter of a century,
has grown a business that has its established place
in a city not lacking for imjiortant enterprises.
Much
of its success is due to the fact that Mr. O'Connor is
one of those who have supreme faith in themselves,
and who does not know what it is to fail in anything
that he undertakes. He has centered his energies and
ambitions in this entcr|irise, and has made it his constant aim that all business transactions connected with
it be carried on in a manner beyond criticism.
Personally, his standing in the business world is of the
best, and while such a self-made success often turns
the head of its maker, Mr. O 'Connor still remains modest and unassuming, retaining his old friendships and

making many new ones.
As a citizen, Mr. O 'Connor

is

engaged

in

a venture

that will prove of inestimable value'to Fort Scott. In
1915 he conceived the idea of purchasing a tract of
eleven acres of land adjoining the company's property,
a stretch of ground known as Bridal Veil Park, which
has a famous well of excellent mineral water that for
twenty-five years has gushed six feet over the surface
through a pipe line 960 feet deep. The park and well
were in a run-down condition, but after the company
had purchased the land, improvements were at once
started and a fine swimming pool, built of solid cement
During the first summer
foundation, was installed.
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existence the pool coulfl not begin to supply the
it, and was patronized by the best
class of citizens of Tort Scott.
When improvements
now under way are completed the park will be one of
the beauty spots of the city. Mr. O 'Connor is a democrat in his political views, but has never sought office,
having been content to devote himself to his business
interests.
He is a member of the Fraternal Order of
Eagles, and in religious faith is a Roman Catholic.
On November 16, 1892, Mr. O'Connor was married
at Fort Scott, to Miss Caroline Hamlin, a sister of
Charles Hamlin, who married Mr. O'Connor's sister.
Mrs. O'Connor is a daughter of Casper and Adeline
(Radell) Hamlin, and a member of a family of pioneer farmers who came to Kansas during the early
'80s.
Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
O'Connor: one child who died in infancy; Irene, born
in 1898, at Fort Scott, a graduate of tlie Fort Scott
High School and of Loretta Academy, of Kansas
City, Missouri, and now attending the Kansas State
Normal School, where she is taking a special art
course; and Elmer, born in 1899, who is attending
the Fort Scott High School.
its

demand made upon

Ellsworth L. Burtox. One of the very able
members of the Kansas Legislature in the session of
191516 was Representative E. L. Burton from Parsons.
Mr. Burton is an attorney by profession, has
spent most of his life in Kansas, and has some very
influential and important connections in his
part of
the state.

He was

born at Mattoon,

Illinois,

April 30, 1868.
settled in the

The Burtons came from England and

Carolinas during colonial days. Mr. Burton is a direct
descendant of Cavalier Burton.
His grandfather
Alfred Burton was born near Guilford Court House
in North Carolina, and died in Jasper County, Illinois.
George Burton, father of E. L. Burton, "was born
in Jasper County, Illinois, in 1841, and
spent most
of his early youth and manhood there.
He enlisted
from Illinois in the Seventy-ninth Illinois Infantry,
and later was a member of the Ninety-seventh

Regiment from that state. Altogether he served three
years in the Union army, and among the various campaigns in whicli he pai'ticipated was the siege of
Mobile.
After the war he returned to Illinois, continued farming for several years, but in 1870 moved
out to Kansas and was one "of the early homesteaders
along the line of the Missouri, Kansas" & Texas Railroad in Neosho County. He acquired 160 acres there,
but subsequently sold that farm and moved to Montgomery County. He finally retired and has since
lived at Hallowell in Cherokee
He is a
County.
republican who has served as township trustee a
number of terms and also as justice of the peace. He
was a member of the board of managers of the
Soldiers Home at Dodge City during Governor Stanley 's administration and a part of Governor Bailey's
term.
He has been an active minister of the Christian Church for the past
thirty years, having performed those duties in additio"n 'to his work as a

farmer and his duties as a
to the Masonic fraternity.

He

also belongs

George Burton married
in Jasper County,
1842, and died in Cherokee County, Kansas,

Elizabeth Harris,
Illinois, in

citizen.

who was born

in 1901.
Of their five children four died" in childhood.
,
Ellsworth L. Burton, the only living child of his
was
educated in the district schools of
parents,

Neosho, Montgomery and Cherokee counties. He also
attended for a year ami a half the old Kansas Normal
College at Fort Scott when Professor Sanders was its
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On leaving normal school in
1887 Mr. Burton engaged in the abstract business, and
for three years carried on the
study of law at
Admitted to the "bar in 1890
Columbus, Kansas.
he has now been in active practice for more than a
quarter of a century. For two years he practiced at
Columbus, one year at Scammon, and from 1894 to
1907 had his home and offices in Oswego. Since 1907
he has practiced at Parsons and from that city conducts a large civil and criminal practice. His offices
president and owner.

are in the White Building.
Besides his law practice Mr. Burton is a stockholder
and one of the directors of the Fidelity Coal and
Mining Company and of the Fidelity Fuel Company.
He served as city attorney while living at Columbus,
Scammon, and Oswego, and for four years held the
office of county attorney of Labette County.
He is an
active republican and was elected on the republican
ticket to the House of Representatives in 1914. While
in the Legislature he has served as a member of the
judiciary committee, committee on labor, committee
on mines and mining, and chairman of the committee
on accounts and fiscal management. He is also a
member of the Efficiency and Economy Committee
oi Kansas. Mr. Burton is an active member of the
Kansas State Bar Association, and belongs to Parsons Lodge No. 606, Loyal Order of Moose.

In 1889 at Pittsburg, Kansas, he married Miss
Abbie R. Thomas, daughter of F. M. and Elizabeth
Thomas. Her mother is now deceased and her father
is a farmer in Missouri.
To the marriage of Mr. and
Mrs. Burton were born five children. George F., the
oldest, finished his education by a year and a half in
the Kansas State L^niversity, read law with the firm
of Glasse & Burton, and since his admission to the

bar

19]-'i. has been in practice with his
Elizabeth, still at home with her parents, is
a graduate of the Parsons High School, and spent one
year in the Kansas State University. Marion T. is a
junior in the Parsons High School. Euth has graduated from the high school and is still at home.
Ellsworth L. is still pursuing his studies in the
public schools.

in

Jnnuarv,

father.

Floyd E. Doubleday. It has been the fortune of
Floyd E. Doubleday to realize many of his worthy
ambitions, and through the exercise of good judgment
and business ability to wrest from his opportunities
financial and general success. For many years he has
been interested in the coal industry, and at the present
accounted one of the leading ojierators of
Mr. Doubleday was born at Italy, New
York. June 2o, 1859, and is a son of Guy L. and
Caroline (Hobart) Doubleday.
The Doubleday family is of English origin and
traces its ancestry back in America to Colonial days,
when the earliest ancestor came to Massachusetts.
Elisha Doubleday, M. D., the grandfather of Floyd
E. Doubleday, was born in 1800, near Binghampton,
New York, practiced medicine and surgery all his
time

is

Pittsburg'.

State, and died at Italy, New
L. Doubleday was born at Italy,
in 1827, and as a young man selected the profession
of his father for his life work. He secured his degree
from the Geneva College of Physicians and Surgeons,
life

in

the

Empire

York, in 1865.

and continued

Guy

in practice

throughout his

life,

dying

He was one of the most prominent
in 1870, at Italy.
men of his community, was a leading democratic
politician, and at the time of his death was serving
as associate judge of Yates County,

New

York.

He

was a member of the Methodist Episcoi>al Church.
Doctor Doubleday married Caroline Hobart, who was
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18;U at Pottor, Xew York, aiul died at Penn
York, in 1908, and they were the jiarents
of four children: Elisha, who died at the age of six
months; Leauder L., who came to Kansas in 1874
and lived at Columbus until 1898, where he was a
bauker, then went to Racine and Milwaukee and
engaged in the real estate and investment business
for twelve years, and finally located at Kansas City,
Missouri, where he died in February, 1914; Floyd
E.; and Charles E., a graduate of the Syracuse University medical department, and now a practicing
New York.
phvsician and surgeon at Penn Yan,
Floyd E. Doubleday was educated in the public
schools of Y'ates County, New York, and the high
school at Penn Yan, from the latter of which he was
graduated in 1874. Two years later he came as a
secured a
pioneer to Columbus, Kansas, where he
for
position in a bank and remained thus employed
four years, at that time going to Neodesha, where
he was identified with a milling company for two
Mr. Double<lay received his introduction to
years.
the coal business at Litchfield, Crawford County, Kanin 1889
sas, in 1S82, and remained there seven years,
coming to Pittsburg, where he continued in business
until 1901 as su|ierintendcnt and general manager of
a number of coal companies. In 1901 he removed to
Lawrence, in order to give his children better educational advantages, and in 1908 went to Kansas City,
He
Missouri, where he made his home until 1912.
then returned to Pittsburg, where he has since continued as an operator, being the owner of a mine near
liorn in

Yan,

New

Arcadia, in Crawford County. Mr.' Doubleday 's home
No. 708 West Euclid Avenue. He is a repubwith Pittslican, and in fraternal affairs is affiliatod
burg Lodge No. 187, Ancient Free and Accepted

is at

Masons; Pittsburg Chapter No. 58, Royal Arch
Masons; Pittsburg Commandery No. 29, Knights
Templar; the Ancient Order of United Workmen and

Modern Woodmen of America.
In 1880 Mr. Doubleday was married at Columbus,
Kansas, to Miss Elizabe"th Phelps, daughter of the
Mr.
late George H. and Celina (Carse) Phcljis.
of Columbus, and
Phelps was a well known attorney
Mrs. Phelps, who survives him, makes her home with
her daughter and son-in-law. Mr. and Mrs. Doubleresides with
day have three children: Darleue, who
her parents and has one child, Elizabeth, born October
who is the wife of Robert D. Y'ates,
.!, 1909; Carolina,
connected with the Underwood Typewriter Company,
of Kansas City, Missouri; and Floyd E., Jr., a gradthe

uate of the Lawrence High School, who finished the
and
junior year in engineering at Kansas University
Floyd
is now engaged in Imsincss with his father.
E. Doubleday, Jr., married Miss Alice Wilhelmi, and
thev have four children:
Alice, born December 31,
born
1910; Flovd E. Ill, born May 8, 1912; Charles,
born May 18, 1915.
2.3, 1913; and Max,

September

Arthuk a. Huohart. The life work of Arthur A.
Hughart has been in the educational field. In his
native state of Indiana he gained more than a local
not only as an
rejiutation as an able schoolman,
indiviilual teacher but as a school executive, and it
was from that field he was called to the superintendHere
ency of the city school of Coffeyville in 1912.
his influence has been of the greatest value. He has

work
thoroughly reorganized and systematized the
of the city school system, has introduced some new
the local
departments and methods, and has made
schools an object of pride to all citizens.
Born on a farm in Center Township, Porter County,
Indiana, August 12, 1864, Arthur

Abram Hughart

a son of William A. and Mary (Fulton) Hughart
and a grandson of David Hughart. David Hughart,
who was of (Jerman lineage, and of an old colonial
family in Virginia, was born in that state and in
1835 "came west and located as a pioneer in Porter
He secured government land in
County, Indiana.
Liberty Township, and in the course of many years
of toil and industry made it a fine farm. In 1860
he moved from the farm to Valparaiso, where he
was engaged in the buying and shipping of grain.
He was a successful business man and a public
spirited citizen. He died in Porter County, Indiana,
at the venerable age of eighty-nine years.
William A. Hughart, father of Professor Hughart,
was born in Westmoreland County, Virginia, June
2S, 1830, and was five years of age when brought to
Porter County, Indiana. He grew up in that section
of Northwest Indiana, attended some of the pioneer
schools, and gave his active career to agriculture.
He died September 4, 1912. His wife, Miss Fulton,
was born in Pennsylvania, a daughter of Abram and
Jane (Turner) Fulton. The Fulton family moved
to Indiana about 1840, establishing a home in LaPorte County, where Mary Fulton grew to womanhood. She was a woman of fine character, and had

is

a great influence over her children during their
youth. She died in 1907 at the age of eighty-three.
Of her four children only two reached maturity, the
daughter being Ruth, wife of Samuel E. Collins, a
building contractor at Valparaiso, Indiana.
The early life of Arthur A. Hughart was spent
on a farm. With growing stature and increasing
strength he found ample employment in farm duties,
and in the meantime attended the district schools.
In 1889 he graduated from the Valparaiso High
School, add at the age of twenty did his first work
as a teacher in one of the district schools of his
native county. At an early age he learned to depend
upon himself, and he gained his higher education
largely through his earnings as a teacher and farm
worker. After a thorough four years' course he was
graduated in 1893 A. B. from Wabash College at
Crawfordsville, Indiana.
On leaving college Mr. Hughart became principal
of the public school at Hebron in Porter County,
Indiana, and remained there two years. It was his
reputation as a successful principal and able schoolman that brought about in 1895 his election as county
superintendent of Porter County. For seven years
Mr. Hughart filled that position, and in that connection showed the ability for systematic and efficient
.organization as the management of schools to the
best interests of all concerned that have since been
his chief characteristics in educational work.
On leaving the oflico of county superintendent
in 1902 ho was elected superintendent of the public
school system of Valparaiso. Indiana. There he had
a large force of teachers and many schools under hia
direction, and the ten years of his snperintendency
are still bearing fruit in that progressive Northern

Indiana city.
In August, 1912, Professor Hughart came to Coffevville to accept the superintendency of the city
schools, and he now has under his supervision nine
schoolhouses, a, faculty of ninety-six teachers and
an enrollment of 3,500 scholars. Pyjfessor Hughart
has the faculty of imparting his enthusiasm to
all his subordinates, and during the past four years
has worked constantly to the ideal of making the
city school system an efficient factor in the training of an army of children for their life service.
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Under his administration have been established
departments for kindergarten and applied arts work
in the grades, and at the same time he has gradually
broadened and raised the general standards of the

He has secured effective cooperation
city schools.
among his staff of teachers, and has done much to

inspire them with the necessity of continued application to the best ideals of the teaching profession.
As a result an increasing number of local teachers
have been attending the State Normal Schools of
Kansas during the summer vacations and working
for life certificates in the profession.
Politically Professor Hughart is a republican. He
is affiliated with Keystone Lodge No. 102, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, Coffeyville Chapter No.
89, Royal Arch Masons; Lochinvar Commandery No.
52, Knights Templar, with the council degrees of
Masonry at Valparaiso, and with Valparaiso Order
of the Eastern Star.
During his residence in Val-

paraiso, Indiana, he served as a trustee of the public
library, and has been a member of the Carnegie
is active in the
Library Board at Coffeyville.
Southeastern Kansas Teachers' Association, which
he served in 1914 as president, and in 1915 as chairman of the executive committee. He is a member of
the Schoolmasters' Club of the State of Kansas.
A working member and elder of the Presbyterian
Church, he has charge of the Business Men 's Sunday
School Class, and his wife is also closely associated

H^

with him

in

his church interests.

1K9.'?, Mr. Hughart married Miss Ruth
Mrs. Hughart died in 1897, leaving one
daughter, Lyal, who is now living in the home of her
grandparents at Valtiaraiso. September 26, 1901, Mr.
Hugl'art married Miss Grace Louderback, da\ishter
of John S. Louderback, of Porter County, Ind'ana.
Mr. and Mrs. Hughart have two children: Esther,
a freshman in the Coffeyville High School; and Jane.

August

16,

Talbortt.

Lewis

C.

Nelson.

The large

in

and

of the expert technical men as well as business
executives, and one of these is Lewis C. Nelson, suj'erintendent of the Ludowici-Celadon Company, manufacturers of hollow roofing tile. Mr. Nel=on as a

many

man became an

young

ex- ert wood worker, later developed a
proficiency and familiarity with the pottery industry
and for a number of years has been one of the trusted
offic-als

meantime he had supplemented his early education by
courses in the night schools, particularly in
drawing
and other technical subjects.
As a journeyman worker Mr. Nelson went to St.
Louis in 1892. During that and the following year ho
also followed his trade at Chicago when the World 'a
Fair was in progress, and alternated back and forth
between those two cities for six years. In 1898 he
moved to Chicago, and spent a year in the PuUman
car shops.
In 1899 his services were called to Zanesville, Ohio,
as a modeller and designer in the potteries around that
He spent two years there, and in 1902 became
city.
identified with the roofing tile business as a pattern
maker. His fir^t employment in that line was at New
Lexington, Ohio, and he was soon promoted to foreman of the shops and continued there until 1909. In
that year he was transferred to Ludowici, Georgia, as
super'ntendent of the company 's plant for two years.
In January, 1911, the company sent h'm to Coffeyville
as superintendent of the Ludowici-Celadon Company.
The Coffeyville plant of this well known concern
is located in the southwest (orner of the
It3
city.
output is exclusively roofing tile. At the present time
the company operates two plants, one at Coffeyville
and one at New Lexington. Ohio, hiving abandoned
the plant at Ludowici, Georgia.
The company offiA. W. Brown, president;
c'als, all Chicago men, are:
J. M. Williams, vice presiilent
C. C. Weiland, secretary; and R. C. Sturdevant, trea=urer.
Mr. Nelson since coming to Coffeyville has become
one of the genial and popular citizens of that town.
He is a member of the Business Men 's Accident .\s«ociat'on, and is a reinibl'i'an and a member of the
Ep'scopal Church, and fraternally is afl^linted with
Coffeyville Lodge, No. 77.'i. Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, with Lodge No. 250, Free and Arcei>ted
Mpsons at New Lexington. Ohio, Chatter No. 149,
Roy-1 Arch Masons, and I 0"hinvar Commandery, No.
;

52,

industries

about Coffeyville have naturally drawn to that city

of the present company.

His birth occurred in Glasgow, Scotland,
July 15,
1871.
His father Charles W. Nel=on, who was bori)
in the vicinity of Glasgow in 1842 was a weaver in
the woolen mills, and died at Glasgow in 1884.
He
was a conservative in politics and an active member
of the E|iiscoiial Church.
He received m Itary
train'ng- as a sold'er in the English
Charles
W. Nelson married Tda Frolpv, who army.
was born near
Glasgow ^n 1847 and d'ed there in 1877.
L. C. Nehon, the only child of his
parents, was six
years old when his mother died, and thereafter he
received a rudimentary training in the
public schools
of Glnsgow. At the age of twelve he was
brought to
the United States by his uncle John
Nelson, who
estnbV'h.'d his home at Boston.
Since that time
Mr. Ncl on has been largely dependent
upon his own
resources for advancement.
For two years he found
such work as wns fitted for his strength and
ability
in Boston and he then began an
apprenticeship in
ornamental wood carving and
modeling. He served a
five year's
anprenticeship at Boston, and continued
with the same firm until he was
twenty-one. In the
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Kn=ghts Templar, at Coffeyville.

In 1898 at St. Louis he marr-ed Mi^s Lillian Stanton, daughter of Charles and Catherine
fBurgoon)
Stanton.
Both her parents are now deceased and
her fi'ther was a cariipnter and hn^'der.
Mr. and
Mrs. Nelson Have fonr chiMren: William R., born in
Chicago. Apr'l Ifi, liiOO. and now a sophomore in the
Coffeyville High School; Virginia, born in March,
190.1, at New Lex'ngton, Ohio, and a inipil in the
public schools: Mildred, born in November, 1906. at
New Lexington. Oh'o, and also in school; Lou'se,
born .Tune 19. 1909, at New Lexington and now in the
primary grades of the Coffeyville schools.

The Pittsburg Sash & Door Company.

One of

the very considerable industries of the Citv of Pittsburg is The Pittsburg Sash & Door Company, which
I'ke many successful concerns had a ve.rv modes' beginning but is now contributing a great deal of wealth
to the city and is furnishing sunport to
many famines whose members find employment there.
This
business was originally started as a
hay press by L. N.
Mosteller, now a retired business man" of P'ttsburg.
In October, 1902, Henry R. Ransom arrived" in
Pittsburg and bought what was then known as the
P'ttsburg Planing Mill, situated at Fourth and Grand
Avenue. Since then the business has been under the
d'rection of the Ransom family, and during the
past
year its business has been so voluminous that its
It h.ns prospered and
payroll amounts to $15,000,
exi>ande<l continuously during the fifteen years since
Henry R. Ransom took charge of the industry.
The Ransoms were a colonial English family that
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settled first
York State.

New

in

Virginia.

New

Later they lived in

Ransom was bom at Perrysburg,
still living now retired at Pitt8biiri:h,

S. S.

York, and is
Pennsylvania. He was reared and married in Perrysburg, New York, and was for many years a traveling
salesman. S. S. Ransom married .Jennie Striekland,
who was born in EUinsville, Warren County, Pennsylvania.

Henry R. Ransom, head of The Pittsburg Sash &
Door Company, is the only ehild of the above parents.
He was born at Perrysburg in Cattaraugus County,
New York, March 27, 1870. He received his early
education in the pulilic schools of Warren County,
Pennsylvania, but at tlip age of sixteen left school to
He became a contake U]i the carpenter's trade.
tractor and builder, and began contracting at the
age of nineteen. For five years he was in that line
of business at St. Louis, a similar time at Carthage,
Missouri, and while there was connected with the
From SouthCarthage Sash and Door Factory.
western Missouri he moved to Kansas in October,
1902, and bought the industry at Pittsburg which he
has since conducted with such notable success. Henry
R. Ransom is an active republican and a member of
the Methodist Episcoiial Church.
On June 17, 1891, at Jamestown, New York, Henry
The
R. Ransom married Miss Gertie N. Kilbourn.
Kilbourn family is of very old American stock. The
first of tho name came from Wood Ditton, England,
The
to Weathersfield, Connecticut, as early as ICiu.
original American ancestor had several children. The
great-grandfather of Gertie N. Kilbourn was Robins
Kilbourn, who was a minister in Connecticut, and in
ISS.") moved to Clicrry Creek, New York, where he
died.
He was the father of Mrs. Rommington, who
had her home in Ilion, New York; William R. and
several other children not now recalled.
William Robert Kilbourn, grandfather of Mrs.
Henrj' R. Ransom, was liorn in Connecticut in 1800,
and in young manhood moved to Cherry Creek, New
York, where he married and where in 1824 he built
the first sawmill.
He followed that business for
many years. He was quite influential in that locality
and besides his business connections was an active
church member, served as supervisor in 1841-43 and
was a leading whig. He died at Cherry Creek in
IS?.").
William R. Kilbourn married Lydia King, who
was born in Rhode Island in 1801 and died at Cherry
ITer parents came to
Creek, New York, in 1884.
Cherry Creek when she was young, and her father wa-s
one of the original purchasers of town lots there.
William R. K'lbonrn and wife had the following
children
William Robert, who was born in Clierry
Creek in 1826 and died there in 1883, having followed
his father's occupation and never married; Hiram,
mentioned below; Mary, who was born at Cherry
Creek and died at Watrous, New Mexico, in 1902, the
wife of O. A. Hadley, who was at one time governor of
the State of .\rkansas. owned extensive ranch inter;

:

ests in New Mcx'co and died at Pasadena, California,
in 1915; Mr.s. Carr, wife of a farmer at Cherry Creek,
where she died; Norman, who was born at Clierry
Creek and spent his la«t years as a farmer in Minnesota; Elisha. who died at his native Town of Clierry
Creek in 1892, having been identified with farming

and the milling industry; Leonard, who was born at
Cherry Creek and died on his farm in Minnesota;
Beniamin, who spent his brief life in Cherry Creek.
Hiram Kilbourn, father of Mrs. Henry R. Ransom,
was born in Clierry Creek, New York, in 1S27, and
He was reared
died in Pittsburg, Kansas, in 1909.
in his native town and his early experiences in busi-

ness affairs were in conducting a planing mill and in
managing a farm. He finally moved west to Waterloo,
Iowa, where he was in the millwright business, and in
]8fi!l came as a very early
pioneer into Crawford
He took up and farmed a homeCounty, Kansas.
stead of a quarter section, but in IS?.*) returned to
his native village in New York and resumed business
as a sawmiller and chair manufacturer.
In 1886 he
retired to Jamestown, New York, but in 1902 returned
to Pittsburg, Kansas, where he lived until his death.
H'rani Kilbourn was an active republican, a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Cliurch and the Masonic
He made a creditable record in the CiWl
fraternity.
war. In lS(i2 he enlisted in Company G of the Ninth
Iowa Infantry, and was in service practically three
In the North Georgia campaign he was
years.
wounded at Ringgold, and was incapacitated and the
war closed before he was fit for service. Hiram
Kilbourn married for his first wife Miss Carr, and
her children were: Robert, who is a wagon maker at
Carthage, Missouri
Mary, who died in Wa.shington
Township of Crawford County, Kansas, in 1870. For
his .second wife Hiram Kilbourn married Ilulda Shir;

ley,

who was born near Rockford,

Illinois,

November

grew up there on a farm, and is now living
at Pittsburg, Kansas.
She is an active member of
the Methodist Church and belongs to the Woman's
Relief Corps.
Her children are: Minnie L., who
died at J.amestown, Now York, in 189.1, the wife of
15, 1848,

Angus McKenzie, who is
Mrs. Henry R. Ransom.

still

Gertie N. Kilbourn, wife of

living at

Henry

Jamestown;

R. Ransom, was

born in Washington Township of Crawford County,
Kansas, a mile north of Frontenac, on March 8, 1872.
Thus she has the distinction of h.aving been one of
the early white children born in this new country of
Southeastern Kansas. While she was still an infant
her parents returned to Jamestown, New York, where
she was reared, attending the grammar and high
schools there.
She is a regular attendant and a
generous .supporter of the Methodist Cliurch.
Henry R. Ransom and wife are the parents of three
children.
Raymond R. was born June 29, 1892, in
Jamestovrn, New York, but has lived in Pittsburg,
Kansa.s, since he was tan years of age; he graduated
from the high school in 1909 and then continued his
higher education in Baker University, from which he
received the degree A. R. in 191.*? he is now actively
associated with his father in The P'ttsburg Sash &
;

On December 28, 191.T, Raymond B.
Ransom married Miss Beatrice Fast, a daughter of
Door Company.
Mr. and Mrs.

J. C. Fast of Hutchinson, Kansas.
Paul, the second child of Henry R. Ransom and
wife, was born in St. Louis, Missouri, December 27,
1896. was graduated from the Pitfsburg High School
in 191.3, and is now a sophomore in the electrical engineering department of the Carnegie Institute of
Tedmoiogy at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Donald,
the youngest child, was born in Carthace, Missouri,
December 24, 1900, and is now a student in the
State Manual Training Normal School at Pittsburg,

Kansas.

Claude Emmf.tt

M. D. The first thirtyDoctor Hamill spent in gaining a
liberal education and in successfully following the
industry of farming. His ambition was always fixed
on medicine, but various business interests contrived
to keep the goal distant until some six or seven years
Since 1910 he has been in active practice at
aco.
Parsons and enjoys a splendid reputation as phytwo years of

sician

his life

and surgeon.

H.\iitTLL,

'-^^.^^^^^
rOJ
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His name represents au old and honored family
His paternal ancestry goes liack to Ireland, where his grandfather, Samuel Wallace Hamill,
was born at Dublin in 1776. He came to this country
before his marriage, lived a year in New York City,
and then went to Cadiz, Ohio, where he spent the
He
rest of his life as a farmer and died in 1872.
married a Miss Graham, who was also a native of
Ireland. She died at Cadiz, Ohio, in 1878, at the age
Doctor Hamill 's maternal grandof eighty-four.
father was John Gallagher, also a native of Ireland.
He was a painter and decorator by trade, and came
to Kansas after a youth spent in Pittsburg, PennsylHe died at Willow Springs, Kansas, and is
vania.
John Galburied in Baldwin City, of this state.
lagher married Miss Elizabeth Eoss, who was born
in Scotland and died at Overbrook, Kansas.
Dr. Claude Emmett Hamill was born in Fredonia,
Kansas, January 10, 1877. His father, Robert Emmett Hamill, was born at Cadiz, Ohio, in 1838, grew
up in Ohio and was one of five brothers, all of whom
served in the Civil war in the Union army and one
was killed while in service. As a young man Eobert
Emmett Hamill enlisted in the fall of 1862 for service
He' was in the Union
in the 126th Ohio Infantry.
army three years four months. At first he was in
the Army of the Tennessee and took part in the
great battle of Shiloh. Afterwards he was with the
Army of the Potomac arid among the more important
battles in which he participated were those of Fredericksburg, Cold Harbor, the Battle of the Wilderness, where he was wounded in the abdomen, and was
almost constantly on duty until he received his honorable discharge. He as well as his wife were highly
educated people considering the time and circumstances in which they were reared. After the war
Eobert E. Hamill returned to Ohio and completed his
education in an academy. For a time he taught school
in Illinois at .$50 a month, and in 1870 arrived in
Kansas. His first settlement was fourteen miles south
of Lawrence, where he was engaged to teach a school.
He then took up a homestead of 160 acres seven miles
from Eldorado at Quito in Butler County. He conducted a general store while proving up his claim.
His next removal came in 1876 to Fredonia, Kansas,
where he paid $700 for a claim of 160 acres under the
pre-emption law, and lived on it six months to prove
his title.
It was during the six months residence on
that claim that Dr. Claude Emmett Hamill was born
on January 10, 1877. His birth occurred in a log
cabin, his parents residing in a humble home while
proving up the claim. All the other children were
born in more comfortable houses. Robert E. Hamill
next returned to Butler County, where he built a store
and was in the mercantile business until the fall of
1880.
He then bought 124 acres of land in Douglas
County, lived there until the spring of 1884 and
moved to his last home, a farm seven miles southeast
of Lawrence, where he died September 9, 1884. He
is buried at Baldwin City, Kansas.
He was a very
successful man as the above outline of his enterprises
suggest and left a large estate. His widow still owns
620 acres of land in Kansas, including 280 acres in
Douglas County, 160 acres in Cherokee County, and
180 acres in McClain, Oklahoma. Robert E. Hamill
was a republican and a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. His wife, Susan Matilda (Gallagher) HamUl, was born at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania,
April 14, 1844, completed her education in a college
at Pittsburg, and for five years was a teacher prior
to her marriage. She is now living on her farm eight
and a half miles southwest of Lawrence. Her children
in Kansas.
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Lillian B., who died unmarried at Lawrence
August 7, 1892; Bertrand D., who looks after his
mother 's farm and resides with her, though he is

were:

well equipped for the profession of law, being a
graduate of the Kansas University Law School; Dr.
Claude Emmett, who was the third in age; Estella,
who died at the age of one year; and Robert Sylvester,
who died in the spring of 1885 at the age of nine
months.
Doctor Hamill received his early education in the
public schools southwest of Lawrence, and graduated
from the high school of that city May 15, 1893. He
was with the first class in the high school that took
the subject of plane and solid geometry.
The year
1893-94 was spent in the Kansas State University.
After being out of school a year he resumed his
studies and was graduated in the classical course with
the degree Bachelor of Arts June 7, 1898.
On leaving college Doctor Hamill spent a year on
the farm in Wilson County, made a number of
improvements during that time, ami then sold. The
next spring he went to live on his father's old place
in Douglas County and was a farmer there two years.
Chartering two cars, he moved his live stock and other
goods to the 160 acre farm which he had bought east
of Columbus, Kansas. His family still owns that
About that time he was first able to lay out
place.
his plans for a medical training.
He spent one term
in the preparatory department of the medical school
of the Kansas State Medical College, but then gave up
his studies and bought a farm he still owns near
Kansas, and was engaged in its active management
for three years.
He then entered the medical department of the Kansas State University but took his
last two years in the Northwestern University Medical
School at Chicago, where he graduated Doctor of
Medicine in 1909. After a year of hospital training
in the Wesleyan Memorial Hospital of Chicago he
returned to Kansas and in the spring of 1910 opened
his office at Parsons.
His offices are at 1805i,4 Main
Street and he has a very satisfactory general practice
in medicine and surgery.
He is a member of the
Labette County, Kansas State and Southeastern
Medical societies and the American Medical Association.

an independent republican in
Presbyterian Church and
fraternally is affiliated with Camp No. 14, Woodmen
of the World at Parsons, New Ideal Council No. 1881
of the Knights and Ladies of Security, the Mystic
Workers of the World, the Sons and Daughters of
Justice, the National Americans, and is a member of
the Parsons Chamber of Commerce. Doctor Hamill
Doctor

politics,

is

Hamill

belongs

is

to

the

unmarried.

CHARLE.S S. Denison.

man, engrossed

The

every-day
which brings

ordinary,

in the business avocation

his daily bread, is representative of the nation 's citiThis is the normal type, and his life begins
zenship.
and ends, perhaps, with nothing more distinctive than

the ripple on the face of the stream when the
pebble is thrown into the water. It is the unusual
type that commands attention and it is his influence
exerted on his community, and the record of his life,
that is valuable and interesting as a matter of biography. In the professions, and especially in the law,
the opportunities for usefulness and personal advancement depend almost entirely upon this unusually
gifted individual, and here natural endowment is as
The bar of
essential as is thorough preparation.
Crawford County is a representative body of Kansas
and as such has its full quota of brilliant men,
is
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among whom may be mentioned Charles S.
why by inheritance, education, predilection
and thorough training, is fitted to take his place among

Franklin, Kansas, where Mr. Kiehl is master
mechanic for the Western Coal and Mining Company.

included
Denison,

of

the leading members of his calling.
Charles S. Denison, who has been practicing at the
bar of Pittsburg since 1909, was born at the Osage
Mission, Saint Paul, Kansas, August 28, 1878, and
is of Scotch and German descent, the Denisons having
come from Scotland to Pennsylvania prior to the
Bevolutionary war. His grandfather, David Denison,
was born in the Keystone State, where he was a millwright, and later in' life also followed that vocation in
Illinois, where his death occurred at Sterling, in 1887.
The father of Charles S. Denison, J. L. Denison, was
born in 1837, in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania,
and was there reared and received his early education, being graduated from the academy at Chambersburg. Subsequently he studied for the law at Prince-

Geoeoe Washington WinOate. The career of
George Washington Wingate, of Liberty, Kansas,
is an expression of practical and diversified activity,
and in its range has invaded the fields of agriculture,
business, finance, education, politics and society, all
of which have profited by the breadth and conscientiousness which are characteristic of the man
and his work. As a business man he developed
several enterprises into paying ventures, as a banker

ton, Illinois, and in 1859 came to Kansas and settled
While residing there
at lola as a pioneer att«rney.
he enlisted in the Ninth Kansas Cavalry, and served
throughout the Civil war, along the Arkansas and

He
Rivers, and was once slightly wounded.
then returned to Tola, but in 1866 went to old Erie,
now two and one-half miles east of Erie, where he
established a trading post and conducted it from that
year until 1876, then going to the Osage Mission,
where he resumed the practice of his profession. He
rose to a hieh place among the lawyers of his county,
and from 1889 until 1908 was attorney for the Santa
Fe Railroad. He died at Kansas City, Missouri,
August 14. 1908, but was laid to rest at Erie, Kan,A reiiublican in his political views. Mr. Denisas.
son was county attorney of Neosho County for eight
years. He was a member of the Presbyterian Church.
In fraternal circles he was particularly well known,
havini: been the orTan'zer of the first Blue Lodge of
Masons at Humboldt, Kansas; organized and instal'ed
the first Commandery, Knights Temidar. at Osweso,
which has since been removed to Parsons; organized
the Commandery at Osage Miss'on. which has s-nce
been transfe-red tn Chanute; and organized the first

White

Chapter

in

Southeastern Kansas, which was removed

He was a life memtier in each of thise,
to Chanute.
and was also a member of the Benevolent and ProMr. Denison married Miss
tective Order of Elks.
Martha Hnasjland. who was bnrn in IS-l."!. in Wyandotte County. Ohio, and now resides at Erie. Kansas,
and thev had three children: Anna, who is unmarried
and resides at Erie; Charles R.; and Todd, who is
employed bv the Bnrrnn<»>'S Adding Machine Companv at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Charles S. Denison received his education in the
from
publ'c fhools of Er'e. where he was graduated
the high school in ISSfi. and then entered the law
bar
in
He was admitted to the
office of his father.

1902 and engaged in practice at Erie, where he
remained until 1909, in that year coming to Pittsburg. He has been «nccessfnl in building up a large
general practice and has been connected with some
His offices
important litigation in the state courts.
are located at '^(l^ to S0.5 Commerce Building. While
at Er'e. Mr. Denison was district attorney for the
Santa Fe Railroail and In-al attorney for the Missouri. Kansas and Texas Railway from 190.') to 19119.
He is a republican, but has never sought public office.
His professional connections are with the Crawford
County, Kansas State and American Bar associations.
His home is at No. 603 We«t Third Street.
On .January 21, 191.'), at Girard. Kansas, Mr. Denison was united in marriage with Miss Thora Kiehl,
daughter of Chris and Rosa (Baker) Kiehl, residents

he has made an honorable place for himself, in public
life his services have been of exceeding value to his
community, and as a member of society he has constantly endeavored to promote movements for the
advancement of education, morality and good citizenship.

Mr. Wingate was born in Sussex County, Delaware, August 30, 1861, and is a son of Stansbury
Jacob and Annie (Berry) Wingate, and a member of
a family which, originating in England, settle in
I

Stansbury Jacob Wingate was born in 182,5, in Delaware, was reared and
educated in that 'state, and was married in Sussex
County, Delaware. In young manhood, he learned
the trade of wagonmaking, and in following that

Delaware

in

colonial days.

vocation traveled extensively, gradually following
the tide of civilization to the West as each new
community became more thickly settled. In February, 1862, not long after the birth of George W.
Wingate, he went with his family to Moultrie

County, Dlinois, subseiiuently removing to Macon
County, in the same state, and locating at Decatur.
There he remained until the spring of l'>70, when he
went to Illiopolis, Illinois, that community being his
home for three years or until his removal to Berry
Station, Christian County, Illinois, a community in
which he resided and worked at his trade for two
His next stop was at Edinburg, Illinois,
years.
and in the spring of 1875 he gave up his trade as a
regular vocation and located on a farm in Christian
County, which he cultivated during the years 1H75
and 1876. On January 19, 1877, he arrived at Independence, Kansas, and in the following FVbruary
moved on
to
Liberty
Township,
Montgomery
County, where he located on a farm. Thus located
on a good farm, in a fertile section of the state, he
gave UP his roving and settled down to hard work
in cultivating his fields.
He became, through imlustry and perseverance and the well directed use of
his natural talents, one of the substantial men of his
community, and well deserved the respect in which
he was held by his fellow citizens.
His death
occurred on his farm April 10, 1895, when his community lost one of its good citizens. H" was a
democrat in political belief, a member of the Independent Order of Odd FpIIows, and an active worker
in the Methodist Episcopal Ch'irch, in which he
served as deacon. By his first marriage, to a Miss
Adams, he had one son; Charles H., who adopted
the traile of miller and followed that vocation until
his death at Chicago, Illinois, in 1893. Mr. Wingate
was married second to .\nnie Berry, who was born in
Delaware in IJ'SS, and died in Liberty Township, in

They had

April,

1.S94.

W.

who was

five children, as follows:
for many years engaged in the hotel
business and died at Coffpyville, Kansas, in F.hruary, 1908; George Washington, of this review; Isaac,
who died in infancy, at Decatur, Illinois; Alice, who
is the wife of W. 'R.
Phillips, a farmer of Alberta,
B.,

KANSAS AND KANSANS
Canada; and C. H., who is engaged in farming in the
same locality.
George W. Wingate began his education in the

schools of Illinois, attending the district schools in
the various communities in which the family lived.
He completed his training in Montgomery County,
Kansas, and here came to man 's estate on his
father 's farm. Shortly after attaining his majority,
in 1883, he engaged in farming on his own account,
continuing to be engaged therein until the spring of
1889, his operations being centered in Montgomery
County. At the time mentioned he turned his attention to buying and shipping stock, a business which
he followed successfully at Liberty for one year and,
at Cherryvale for two years, and at the end of that
time went to Coffeyville, where he engaged in the
hotel and restaurant business. This enterprise he
conducted for two years and then returned to the
homestead to care for his aged parents in their declining years, remaining with them and looking after
their every want as long as they lived. In 1901 Mr.
Wingate had his first experience in mercantile affairs
when he assumed by purchase the ownership of the

hardware and implement business formerly ow-ned
by William Heckman, at Liberty. Here, as elsewhere, he made a success, conducting the business
for a period of eleven years and then selling out.
In the spring of 1912 he rounded and closed up his
business connections.
In February, 1913, Postmaster W. P. Livingston
died and in the following May Mr. Wingate was appointed under the civil service laws to fill the vacancy and since that time has been faithfully and
capably discharging the duties of that office, giving
the people of Liberty and the surrounding community
an excellent mail service. In addition he is serving
as city clerk of Liberty, another office in which he
is displaying executive ability of a high order.
In
fact, a large part of Mr. Wingate 's time in recent
years has been devoted to the public service, for he
was a member of the school board for fifteen years,
a justice of the peace for six years and mayor for
one term. Politically, he is a democrat. Mr. Wingate was one of the chief promoters and organizers
of the State Bank of Liberty, which was organized
in 1904, and of which he is assistant cash'er and a
director, having mi?sed hut one directors' meeting
from the time of the bank's inception. His foresight and judgment as a business man have been
very valuable in the development of this organization and in putting it in a substantial place in
public
confidence and financial renutation. In addition to
his residence on Fourth Street,
Liberty, Mr. Wingate is the owner of a three-storv brick business
on
Union
building
Street, Coffeyville. Public enterprises iiromising to be of benefit to the city or county
be
sure of his support, for he has been
may always
a constant encourager of beneficial movements, and
at present is a stockholder in the
Montgomery
County Fair Association. Fraternallv, Mr. Wingate
to
belongs
Lodee No. 279, Ancient Order of United
Workmen, and to the North American Union.
On December 15, 1883, Mr. Wingate was married
at Radical Citv,
Montgomerv Countv, Kansas, to
Miss Ida M. Thornton, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
F. M. Thornton, the latter of whom died in
1877,
while the former still survives and resides with hia
son-in-law, Mr. Wingate. Francis Marion Thornton
was born in Smith County, Tennessee, December 10,
1827, and was three years of age when taken by his
parents to Schuyler County, HIinois, where he was
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reared and lived until he had a family of three children. He then removed to Rome, Iowa, where he read
medicine and began practice in Jefferson County,
that state, continuing to be thus engaged until 1865.
Prior to this time, for twelve years, he had been
in the ministry.
In 1865 he was drafted into the
United States service as a soldier during the Civil
war, and took up arms as a member of Company H,
Fifteenth Regiment, Iowa Volunteer Infantry.
With this organization he completed a service of
nine months, and when he received his honorable
discharge returned to Iowa, but in the spring of
1866 came to Kansas and located in Leavenworth
Here he practiced until 1872 when he
County.
field to Liberty Township, and built up
a large practice for which he cared until his retirement in 1890. Doctor Thornton is independent in
his political views, and has served as township trustee two terms and was a justice of the peace while
in Leavenworth County.
As doctor, citizen and
public official, he has always commanded the highest
He and his family
respect of his fellow-citizens.
are members of the Baptist Church. In 1851 Doctor
Thornton was married to Miss Nancy Scott, of
Schuyler County, HIinois, who died at Liberty, Kansas.
They were the parents of eight children, as
follows: Simeon, who is engaged in blaeksniithing
at Liberty; Martha, who died at Independence,
Kansas, as the wife of R. Grant, who has been engaged in the lumber business at Kansas City and
Chicago; Mary, who married first James Van Cleve,
deceased, and second L. H. Clevenger, and resides
at Hunter, Missouri, where Mr. Clevenger ig a
farmer; Louisa, who married Charles Kirwin, a retired farmer of Neodesha, Kansas; Ida M., who is
now Mrs. Wingate; Abel H., who died aged eleven
days; Curtis, who died aged four years: and Sherman
Scott, who is a policeman at Coffeyville.
Mr. and Mrs. Wingate have been the parents of
five children:
Ralph, who is a traveling salesman
for the Delaval Separator Company, and is superintendent of nine counties of Kansas, with his headquarters and residence at Parsons; Clarence, who is
private secretary to the superintendent nf the Pra-rie
Oil and Gas Company of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and has
his home there; Frankie, who died at the age of
eighteen months; May, w^ho died at the age of seven
years; and Nell, who is a junior at the Parsons High
School and resides with her parents.

changed his

Hammond

R. He.\l

is

enrolled

among

the progres-

young business men of Coffeyville, where he is
secretary and treasurer of the Kansas Oil Refining
Company. An Indiana man by birth, he grew up and
received his education in that state, and has been a
resident of Kansas the past twelve vears. In that time
sive

he has acquitted himself creditably in
every business

and

civic relation.

He comes

of an old Pennsylvania family, the Heals
having come from England and settled in that state
during the colonial days.
Mr. Heal was born at
Marion. Grant County, Indiana, January 18, 1884.
His father William E. Heal, who was borii in Indiana
in 1856, served as county treasurer of Grant
County,
and in 1902 moved to Kansas, beinsr connected with
the Sunflower Glass Company of Coffeyville for a
number of years. Since 1910 his home has been in
Washington, D. C, where he is in the government
service.
He is a standpat republican and a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. William E. Heal
married Nancy E. Parrill, who was born in Grant
County, Indiana, in 1850 and died at Marion in that

KANSAS AND KANSANS

2026
county
district

1905. Her children "ore: Orion B., who is
manager for the S. H. Kress Company at

ill

Chattanooga, Tennessee; Hammomi R.; Elva, wife of
C. C. Blue, district agent of the Gypsie Oil Company
at Cleveland, Oklahuma
and Jessie, wife of C. A.
King, who is connected with the Alluwee Oil Company
;

at Cofifeyville.

Educated in the public schools of Grant County,
Indiana, and graduating from the Marion High School
in 190.i, H. R. Heal after another vear spent in the
Marion Normal College came to Coffey ville in 1904.
For a year and a half he was connected with the Sunflower Glass Com|>any, and then spent two years with
the We.«tern Wimlow Glass Company at Independence.
Following that he was with the Coffeyville Window
Glass Company until the winter of 1912, when he
severed his connection and identified himself with the
Kansas Oil Refining Company, of which he is now
This plant, located in the
secretary and treasurer.
south part of Coffeyville, has a maximum capacity of
2,000 barrels a day, and refines crude oil brought from
the Oklahoma fields.
Politically

Mr. Heal

an independent republican.

is

He
He

has no aspirations in the way o? political honors.
is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church,
and is affiliated with Keystone Lodge, Xo. 102,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, and Coffeyville
Chapter, No. 89, Royal Arch Masons. He is one of
the working members of the Coffeyrille Commercial

aub.
In

1907 at

Carrie Boles.
was a river
River.

Her

Tecuniseh,

Illinois,

lie

married Miss

Her

father, A. S. Boles, now deceased,
jiilot and boat man on the Mississippi
mother now resides at Mcrcdosia. Illi-

Mr. and Mrs. Heal have one daughter, MUdred,
born July 26, 1906, and now a student in the Cof-

of J. H. Freeman, who was connected with the
schools of Aurora, Illinois, for many years as superintendent, and also was state superintendent of
schools for some time, and now living in retirement
at Aurora; Addie E., widow of the late Isaac Struble,
who died in 1914, after a long and successful career
in the law and in public life, having been for a number of years congressman from the Eleventh Congressional District of Iowa, while his widow now
makes her home at Lamar, that state; and Jonathan,
wlio died in 1914, at Vassalboro, Maine, after a
career in farming.
Joseph E. Stone was reared in Maine, and when a
boy attended the public schools of that state, being
at one time a pupil of the late Hon. Nelson Dingley,
the author of the famous Dingley Tariff Bill.
When
sixteen years of age he became a school teacher and
for four years followed that vocation, his career as
an educator being interrupted by the outbreak of
the Civil war.
In the latter part of the year 1862,
Mr. Stone enlisted in Company B, Twenty-sixth Regiment, Maine Volunteer Infantry, but soon after his
enlistment, with others, he was permitted to attend
a military academy at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
for three months, in order to prepare for and become
an ofiicer of colored troops in the Union service.

After having successfully passed a test examination,
he was commissioned second lieutenant, and as such
went forward to the field of actual war service with
the Forty-first Regiment, United States Colored Infantry. A few months later, he was promoted to the
rank of first lieutenant of the same company, which
had seen its first battle in the breastworks before
Richmond, Virginia. Mr. Stone continued to serve in
of Virginia, Twenty-fifth Corps, and

won

nois.

the

feyville public schools.

a splendid war record, having been several times in
command of his company. He won also an enviable

Joseph E. Stone.

A

resident of Montgomery
County since 1870, Joseph E. Stone has long been
one of the leading farmers and stockraisers of this
jiart of the state, and since 1907 has been president
of the Home National Bank of Caney, one of the
most reliable and substantial financial institutions
of the county.
It is difficult to conceive of a more
solid combination for the attainment of financial
security than a bank founded ui)on the prosperity and
landed values of such a rich agricultural country as
Montgomery' County. Mr. Stone is one of the largest
stockholders in the bank and his status as a farmer
and a citizen is typical of the material upon which
it rests and which has made the institution of which
he is the head illustrative of the best type of bank
in

a farming community

—something

founded upon

a rock, which the speculations and the panics of the
metropolis cannot affect.
Joseph E. Stone was born in Waldo County, Maine,
July 26, 1842, and inherits the sterling New England
qualities of character, as well as sturdy traits which
lome from Scntili-Irisli proijcnitors.
His paternal
grandfather was Jonathan Stone, who was born in
Massachusetts in 1771, and died in Waldo County,
Maine, in 1856. He followed the sea for many years
in his early life, but in later years settled down
to farming in Maine and was so engaged at the time
of his death. Jonathan Stone, father of Joseph E.,
was born in Maine and was reared to the life of an
agriculturist, a vocation which he followed throughout his long and useful career.
He married Sarah
Stevens, also a native of the Pine Tree State, and
they became the parents of the following children:
Joseph E., of this review; Mary EUetta, the wife

Army

reputation as a drUler of recruits and soldiers, and
equal distinction for courage, coolness and fidelity
on the field of battle. He was present at Appomattox
Courthouse when General Lee surrendered to General Grant, April 9, 1865, and in the following May,
with his corps, was ordered to Texas, to protect the
Rio Grande, or the border from trouble that might
arise because of certain complications with Mexico.
Later the command was ordered to Louisville, Kentucky, where its members were honorably discharged
in December, 1865.
Mr. Stone then returned to his
Maine home, but in January, 1866, was commissioned first lieutenant of the One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Regiment, United States Colored Infantry,
which was sent westward to contend with the hostile
Indians of the great plains. The regiment proceeded
to Fort McRey, New Mexico, and after a service
of twenty months returned to Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, where it was mustered out of the United
Mr. Stone is
States service in November, 1867.
familiarly known as "Captain" Stone, which title
conies not from his Civil war service, but from
" Wide-Awakes " at
being captain of a company of

Independence, Kansas.
After receiving his honorable discharge at Fort
Leavenworth, Cajitain Stone again risited his parental home, but after a short stay returned to the
West, early in 1868, and located at Lees Summit,
Jackson County, Missouri, where he engaged in the
commission business with a measure of success untU
In that year he removed to Caney, Kansas,
1870.
and there embarked in farming, breaking the wild
prairie land with an ox team and thus beginning
what subsequently became a very successful business
He has continued his farming activities up
career.
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to the present time and for years has been extensively
dealing in cattle, also raising large herds. He owns

over 1,000 acres of valuable land and is a holder
of interests in numerous enterprises of a business

and

financial character.

Since 1907 Mr. Stone has been president of the
Home National Bank, which was incorporated as a
national bank in 1900 and owns its own banking
house at the corner of Fourth Avenue and State
The present officers of this institution are:
Street.
Joseph E. Stone, president G. T. Braden, vice president; Elmer Brown, cashier; and H. V. Bolinger, asThe bank has a capital of $40,000
sistant cashier.
and a surplus of $5,000, and under the direction of
Mr. Stone is increasing its deposits each year, and
strengthening its reputation as a solid and trusted
Stone 's' successful
business
Captain
repository.
career, due wholly to his own individual efforts, and
the commendable interest he has taken in all movements for the general welfare and public interests of
his community, have united to win for him the
deserved respect and universal esteem of his fellowHe has materially contributed to the upcitizens.
building of the flourishing City of Caney, where he
has so long resided and where he has held various
positions of honor and trust. He was one of the very
Jirst to take an active part in the securing of the
;

glass factories for Caney
by taking stock therein.

•

and

to support his interest

In politics, Mr. Stone is a "stand pat" republican and has taken a more than ordinarily active part
in party affairs.
In 1871 he was elected the first
sheriff of Montgomery County, an office to which he
was re-elected in 1873, and during the entire four
years of his incumbency gave excellent service to the
county. During the '70s and '80s he acted as a member of the local board of school directors, later was
.iustice of the peace, and for seven years during
President Roosevelt 's administration held the ofiBce
of postmaster.
he belongs to the
Fraternally,
Ancient Order of United Workmen, No. 160, of
'
and
is
known
as
the
father
of the Masonic
Caney,
order at Caney, belonging to Caney Lodge No. 324,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, and to Keystone
Chapter, Eoyal Arch Masons, of Independence, Kansas.
The bank of which he is the directing head holds
'

'

'

membership in the Kansas State Bankers Association and the American Bankers Association.
At Independence, Kansas, in 1874, Mr. Stone was
.

united in marriage with Miss Anna Van Sandt, also
a native of Missouri, who died in 1897. They became
the parents of the following children: Arthur F.,
who is connected with the Ford Automobile Company, and resides at Kansas City, Missouri; H. G.,
an employe of the Prairie Pipe Line Company, residing at Caney; Myrtle, of Fort Worth, Texas, wife of
Sol Summerfield, a traveling man for a wholesale
.iewelry and notions house of St. Louis, Missouri; Roy
M., of Fort Worth, Texas, connected with the wholesale and r<>tail dry goods establishment of Stripling
& Company; and Earl E., of East St. Louis, Illinois,
chief auditor of the Western Weighing Association,
a concern in which Armour, Swift and other large
packers are interested.

Hon. James N. Dunbar. As lawyer, judge, farmer
and stockraiser, .ludge Dunbar has long been one of
the prominent citizens of Cherokee County, and has
taken an' active and valuable part in local "affairs. It
was the confidence felt by the people in his judgment
and integi-ity as well as his sterling reputation as a
lawyer that brought about his election to the district
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bench, and his ailministration of that position has
more than justified the expectations of those who supported him for the office.
Though most of his life has been spent in this section of Kansas, Judge Dunbar was born in McDonough County, Illinois, December 23, 1865. As one
might expect from the name, the Dunbars are of
Scotch ancestry. Members of this branch of the family immigi-ated from Scotland to Virginia in Colonial
times.
Judge Dunbar's grandfather Daniel Dunbar,
who was born in Virginia in 1791, went as a young
man over the mountains into Kentucky, was a farmer
in that state for many years, and died there in 1866.
For a time he served as a member of the Kentucky
State Militia.
The father of Judge Dunbar was W. Dunbar, who
was born in Kentucky in 1816, and died in Cherokee

County, Kansas, in 1877.

During his early life in
his first wife, took up farming
there, afterward lived for ten years in Brown County,
Illinois, and from there moved to McDonough County.
In 1869 he came to Cherokee County, Kansas, and
was here about the time the Indians left and the work

Kentucky he married

of progress began under the dominion of the white
race.
He develo]ied a good farm, and was a highly
respected citizen of the county during the rest of his

he was a republican, and was a
of the Christian Church. By his first marriage he had four children:
Cynthia, now deceased;
Elizabeth Elihu, deceased and William D., also deceased.
For his second wife W. Dunbar married
life.

Politically

member

;

;

Maria Louise Nardiu, who was born in Columbus,
Ohio, in 1826, and died in Clierokee County, Kansas,
in 1886.
She became the mother of five children, of
whom Judge Dunliar is the youngest. Judge Dunbar 's oldest brother, Walter C., was born in McDonough County, Illinois, November 2, 1857, has followed
the trade of carpenter, and is now living in Tulsa
County, Oklahoma. He is an active republican. For
his first wife Walter Dunbar married Hattie Taylor,
Lulie A., who married W.
and their children were
N. Jordan, a farmer in Tulsa County, Oklahoma;
Clifford A., an oil worker in Tulsa County; Mary C,
wife of J. Miller, a farmer in the same county; CHyde,
a farmer in Tulsa County; Zoa, wife of Frank McCabe, engaged in the oil business in Tulsa County;
Blanche, wife of Claude Thorpe, an oil worker in
that county; and J. N., also an oil worker in the same
county. For his second wife Walter Dunbar married
Linda Parker, who is also deceased, and she was the
mother of Ernest, Pearl and Ruby, all of whom are
Walter Dunbar
living at home with their father.
married for his present wife Mary K. McNeill. Judge
Dunbar 's oldest sister, Susie C. is the wife of W. A.
LaMaster, a retired farmer in Cherokee County. The
next sister, Lula J., is living at Brush, Morgan
:

County, Colorado, the widow of Ed Brehrton, who
was a farmer. David Dunbar, the other Inother of
Judge Dunbar, is a farmer in Clierokee County.
While growing up on a Clierokee County farm Judge
Dunbar attended the local schools and furthered his

The
literary training in the Columbus High School.
first twenty years of his life were spent on his father's
farm, and then for a time he was engaged in teaching.
He also had a course in the Sedalia Business College
in Missouri, and was employed in various lines of
work for several years. His ambition was finally
concentrated upon the law, and his early studies were
carried on in the office of Fred BaSom at Columbus.
Since his admission to the bar in 1892, Judge Dunbar
has carried on a large and profitable practice at Columbus. In 1901-2 he served as county attorney, and
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he was called to fill large responsibilities when, during 1909-10, he acted as assistant attorney general of
Kansas. In 1914 canie his election as judge of the
District Court, and he has been intrusted with the
responsibilities of this office since January, 1915.
Judge Dunbar is a member of the Cherokee County
and State Bar Association, and is recognized as one
of the ablest lawyers of Southeastern Kansas.
He has never "lost the keen interest in farming
which he acquired when a youth, and his home is now
on a stock farm of 160 acres located at the corporate
He
limits of Columbus, on the west side of the city.
employs this farm for the raising of general crops

and
is

first-class live stock.

In politics Judge Dunbar

a democrat.

189.1, near Muskogee, then Indian Territory,
the State of Oklahoma, he married Miss Dradio
McPhail, daughter of J. B. and Ellen Roger (Ball)
McPhail. Her father is a farmer, and both parents
now reside in Whatcom County, Washington.
Judge and Mrs. Dunbar take great pride in their
fine family of five children.
Noel, who was born
October 2, 1895, is now completing his last year in
Clare, born Septhe Clierokee County High School.
tember 1, 1901, is in the Freshman class of the high

In

now

Owen was born September 4, 190:>, and Quiuton was horn July 18, 1905, and Dradie, on January
28, 1908, and all these younger children are also
attending school.
school.

Fred'B. Skinner has been

in the

lumber business

for thirty years, a period constituting practically
Most of that time has been
his entire adult life.
spent at Coffcyville and he is now sales manager
of the National Sash and Door Company.
As to his ancestral record, he represents a colonial
branch of the Skinner family that came from Eng-

land to New York. His grandfather Joseph Skinner
was born in New York State June 2S, 1814, was
reared there, afterwards went to Michigan as a
pioneer, and was married in that state January 19,
1837, to Juliatte Bugbee, who was born July 5, ISll,
in New York St-nte.
Joseph Skinner, who was a
farmer, moved from Michigan into the western wilds
of Nebraska, and finally retired from his farm and
spent his last years in Kansas with his son James
His
in Johnson County, where he died in 1875.
wife died in Nebraska April 4, 1S64. A brief record
F. B., born
of their children should be given.
January 15, 1838, served as a soldier in the Civil
war, and is now a retired merchant at North Bend,
Nebraska. Ellen J., born August 29, 1840, was married September 9, 1857, to William B. Gilson, a
farmer at Salem, Oregon. Joseph A., born September 25, 1842, enlisted in the Union army from
Nebraska, followed farming as his vocation and died
in Southern California; January 18, 1868, he married

Maggie McAlester, who is now living at Omaha,
Nebraska. The fourth of the children was James L.
Skinner, mentoned below. Charlotte A., born March
19, 1S46, was married Anril 30, 1865, to C.eorgo
Lawrence, a farmer in Missouri, and she died in
Nebraska.

James

L. Skinner, father of the Coffeyville busi-

in Cattaragus County, New
York, April 3, 1844. When he was fourteen years
of age his parents went out to Nebraska in 1858.
Nebraska was then a territory and almost unoccupied by white men west of the Missouri River. He
grew up in the vicinity of Omaha, became a farmer,
and homesteaded a claim of 160 acres. In 1871 ho
came from Nebraska to Kansas, and was one of the

ness

man, was born

early settlers and farmers of Johnson County. From
there in ls74 he moved to Coffeyville, and was likewise identified with the pioneer activities of that
then frontier town. Fully forty years ago he engaged in the transfer business at Coffeyville and has
conducted it ever since, having the old and reliable
establishment of that kind in the city.
Although
a very young man at the time he enlisted from
Nebraska for service in the Union army, and spent
nine months in the closing scenes of the war, his
service being on the Northwestern frontier against
the Indians. He is a republican in politics. James
L. Skinner owns his residence at 416 East Ninth
Street and also has a small farm east of the city
limits.
On August 30, 1S67, he married Elizabeth
Newell, who was born at Amherst, Massachusetts,
in 1847.
Their children are: Fred B.; Julia, wife
of W. H. Francis, superintendent of the Coffeyville
Vitrified Brick Company, their home being at Cherryvale; Frank N., who is connected with the Coffeyville Furniture Company; Lela, who resides at Coffeyville, widow of Byron Bitter, who was for a number
of years in the employ of the Union Pacific Railway
at Omaha, Nebraska; Mrs. Addie Campbell, of Delaware, Oklahoma, her husband being an operator in
the oil fields.
Mr. Fred B. Skinner was born at the home of
his parents in Blair, Nebraska, October 8, 1868. He
was too young to remember when the family came
to Kansas and some of his first recollections are of
the home at Coffeyville, where his father located
when the son was about six years of age. He received his educatioH in the public schools of Coffeyville, leaving school at the age of eighteen and soon
after beginning his career as a lumberman. He has
been connected with the lumber trade ever since,
and since 1909 has been sales manager for local shipments with the National Sash ai.d Door Company.
Many citizens of Coffeyville know Mr. Skinner
best through his forceful administration of city affairs a few years ago in the office of mayor.
He
served as mayor in in 1908-09, and in that office left
a very comprehensive program of civic improvement and betterment. He was a member of the
city council several times, and for two terms was
jiresident of the Chamber of Commerce. During his
administration $100,000 fund was raised by the
Chamber of Commerce to provide for the location of
substantial factories and other industries in the
Mr. Skinner is a republican, is affiliated with
city.
Star Lodge No. 17 Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Loilge No. 775 Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, hoth at Coffevville.
In 1901 Mr. Skinner built his attractive home at
410 East Ninth Street. In 1893 he was married at
Coffeyville to Miss Effie Peterson, who died in
February, 1902. She was a daughter of A. F. and
Jennie (St. John) Peterson and her parents live on
a farm northeast of Coffeyville.
Mr. and Mrs.
Skinner had one son, Jesse Leroy, who was born
November 17, 1894, was graduated from the Coffeyville High School in 1913, and is now d'-monstrator
for the Studebaker cars, his home being at 412
East Ninth Street in Coffcyville. Mr. Skinner married in 1904 M. Josephine Keister of Hoopeston,
Illinois.

Frank Newell Skinner,

vice president and assist-

ant manager of the Coffeyville Furniture Company,
owes his successful position to the fact that he has
steadily pursued one line of endeavor since leaving
school as a boy.

t:,

.

.
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He was born at Olathe, Kansas, June 2, 1872, a
son of James L. and Elizabeth (Newel!) Skinner,
who moved to Coffeyville about two years after his
birth and are numbered among the old settlers of
In the public schools of Coffeyville
that city.
Frank N. Skinner obtained his early education, and
after leaving school at the age of eighteen b^gan
clerking in a grocery store. In December, 1894, he
became identified with the undertaking business and
he now has his office at 17 West Tenth Street,
Coffeyville.

Mr. Skinner and family reside at 607 Willow
having built his home there in 1898. He is a
public spirited citizen, served four years on the
school board, is a republican and a member of the
Presbyterian Church. He also belongs to the Chamber of Commerce, and is widely known in fraternal
circles.
His affiliations are with Keystone Lodge
No. 102 Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Coffeyville Chapter No. 89, Royal Arch Masons, Lochinvar Commandery No. 52 Knights Templar, and
Chapter No. 112 of the Order of Eastern Star. He
also belongs to Coffeyville Camp No. 665, Modern
Woodmen of America; Star Lodge No. 279, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Lodge No. 775
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; Lodge No.
305, Fraternal Order of Eagles; Tent No. 1193 Loyal
Order of Moose; Anti-Horse Thief Association; the
Order of Owls; Improved Order of Red Men No. 58;
Brotherhood of American Yeomen.
December 2, 1896, at Coffeyville Mr. Skinner married Miss Mabel Cass, daughter of Hardin and
Hattie Cass. Her father, now deceased, was a grain
merchant at Coffevville, and her mother lives at
605 Willow Street "in that city. Mr. and Mrs. Skinner have four children: Vera A., born September
18, 1898, and now in the Coffeyville High School;
Kathleen, born October 31, 1902; Keith who died at
the age of three days; and Frank N. Jr., born July
Street,

22, 1914.

Loms E. DoDDs. Among the well-known native
sons of Labette County who have passed their entire
careers in this section and who have worked their
way to positions of standing in various walks of
life, Louis E. Dodds is a representative of the railway element. For more than a quarter of a century,
Mr. Dodds has been identified with the Santa Fe
Railroad system, and since 1903 has held the position of freight and passenger
agent for this line at
Cherryvale, where he has become very popular with
the patrons of the road.
Mr. Dodds was born in Labette County, Kansas,
June 9, 1872, the only child of Abe Z. and Sarah
(Barnes) Dodds. His grandfather was Zebra Dodds
who, born in Scotland, emigrated to the United
States as the first of the
family to come to this
country, and settled in the vicinity of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, where he passed the remaining years
of his life in various
Abe Z. Dodds
occupations.
was born in 1838, in Pennsylvania, where he was
reared and educated, and in his
youth learned the
trade of millwright. At the age of
twenty years he
left the parental roof and went to
Spencer, Indiana,
where he followed his trade until the outbreak of
the Civil war, when he enlisted in a
regiment of
Indiana volunteer infantry and served
gallantly as
a soldier of the Union until peace was declared
between the North and the South. With an excellent military record, the
young soldier returned to
his Indiana home and resumed his activities in
his
but
in
1871
answered the call of the West
trade,
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and came to Labette County as a pioneer.
He
found a ready need for his services in the erection
of mills, and built all the first flour mills that were
erected in this section, including structures at Coffeyville,
Mr.
Parsons, Cherryvale and Independence.
Dodds did not live long, however, to enjoy his prosperity, as he passed away in 1874, at Nevada, Missouri, when his career had just begun, the hardships
of army life having probably undermined his health
and hastened his demise. He was a republican, but
beyond exercising his right of franchise took little
interest in political affairs.
His religious memberMr.
ship was in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Dodds married Miss Sarah Barnes, who was born in
1845, in Indiana, and who survived her husband for

many
was

years, dying at Cherryvale, in 1903.
their only child.

Louis E.

Louis E. Dodds received his early education in
the public schools of Montgomery County and pursued his high school studies at Cherryvale, where he
took nearly a four-year course.
Leaving school in
1889, he accepted a position as clerk in a Cherryvale hotel, but in 1890 went to work for the Santa
Fe Railroad, with which he has been connected ever
His first positioh was that of yard clerk, and
since.

he was steadily promoted, as his ability and fidelity
became recognized until 1903, when he was made
station agent at Cherryvale, an office which he reEach year his duties have become more and
tains.
more important and arduous, but Mr. Dodds has
developed with his position and continues to handle
its affairs in a manner eminently satisfying alike
both to the road and to the traveling public. Both
the passenger and freight departments are under
his supervision and he has mastered thoroughly all
the details pertaining to each, and his uniform courtesy and geniality have served to make him many
friends.
Mr. Dodds is the owner of his residence
at No. 503 East Main Street, in addition to which
he has a well cultivated and valuable farm of 160
acres located in Labette County, which he rents.
He is a republican, but has never sought public
preferment. Fraternally, he is connected with Cherryvale Lodge No. 137, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons; Cherryvale Chapter No. 86, Royal Arch
Masofts; St. Bernard's Commandery No. 10, Knights
Templar, of Independence; and Jayhawker Camp
No. 913, Modern Woodmen of America, Cherryvale.
He belongs also to the Commercial Club.
Mr. Dodds was married in 1S94 at Neodesha, Kansas, to Miss Avarilla Eaton, daughter of the late
B. Eaton, who for some years was engaged in the
undertaking business at Neodesha, and to this union
there has been born one son: Frank, a graduate of
the Montgomery County High School, who is connected with the Midland Life Insurance Company,
of Kansas City.

George M. Gr.4T, M. D. There is hardly a more
eminent physician and surgeon in the State of Kansas
than Dr. George M. Gray, of Kansas City, Kansas.
He is ex-president of the Kansas State Medical
Society, a member of the American Medical Association, and has been accorded the honor of a fellowship
in the American College of Surgeons.
In 1915 Governor Capper appointed him a member of the State
Board of Medical Registration and Examination for
Kansas and he is now president of the board. Doctor
Gray has been in active practice at Kansas City,
Kansas, for more than thirty-five years, and for the
greater part of that time has been head of the staff
of St. Margaret

's

Hospital.
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His attainments and the service he has rendered

in

profession are not the only distinctions to be
associated with his name. Doctor Gray is jiroperly
considered as the fatlier of the park and boidevard
system of Kansas City, Kansas. For years he has
worked and planned for an adequate system of driveways and parks, and many of the ideas of the project
now being put into execution originated in his mind.
In March, 1907, the Kansas Legislature pa.sscd the
law giving Kansas City, Kansas, authority to organize
a park board, and iiermitting the board to le\'y special
taxes for a park and boulevard system.
A test was
made of the law, and it was declared constitutional by
the supreme court. When the law went into effect Mr.
firay was ser\ing as mayor of Kansiis City, Kansas,
and that position gave him the authority to appoint
His appointees were Dr. S.
the fii'st |>ark board.
S. Glasscock, James Sullivan and J. P. Angle.
little later Doctor Glasscock resigned and was succeeded by Doctor Gray as a member of the board.
Through all the various steps connected with the
original legislation, the organization of the board, and
the inauguration of its constructive plans. Doctor
his

A

inHnence was everywhere apparent, lie and
members of the board secured the ser^^ces of
one of the most eminent landscape engineers in the
country, George E. Kcssler, and according to plans

Gray

's

his fellow

drawn up by him the work was started in 1909. It
is .still in progress, and it is estimated that ten or more
years will be required for the completion of the ambitious plans formulated at the beginning.
The original
]iark board continued their jurisdiction over the work

this board was supplanted by the commission
form of government.
Doctor Gray is a son of the late Rasselas M. Gray
and a nephew of Alfred Gray, both of whom were
prominent pioneers in Kansas City, Kansa.s. Alfred
Gray, who was born in Erie County, New York,
December
18.30, a son of Isaiah and May (Morgan)
Gray, was well educated in academies of the east, was
in
law at Albany in 1854, practiced for a
graduated
time at Hutfalo, and in March, 1857, arrived in
Kansas, settling at old Quindaro, which was one of
the original starting points in the
development of the
He was a
present City of Kansas City, Kansas.
farmer there from 1858 until 1873, and in 1872
was elected the first secretary of the Kansas State
Board of Agriculture, and formulated the plans and
laid the foundation for the magnificent work since
carried on by that organization.
He had previously
served from 18G6 to 1870 as a director of the State
Agricultural Society. Alfred Gray was secretarv of
agriculture until his death on January 2.1, 1880.
During the war both he and his brother had served in
the Union army.
Alfred became regimental quartermaster of the Fourth Kansas Regiment in April, 1862,
and later was transferred to the Tenth and subsequently to the Fifth Regiment. He had served as a
member of the first state legislature of Kansas,
having been elected December 6, 1859. Some years
ago the state erected a monument to his memory in
the Topeka Cemetery.
Rasselas M. Gray was also a native of Erie
County,
New York, was one of the early free state men in
the territory of Kansas, and settled at
Quindaro in

until

.'5,

18.58.
He w-os one of the last to desert that town,
which had so many interesting a.ssociations with
early
territorial days.
He lived there until the death of his
wife in 1899, being both a farmer and a merchant.
After that he lived at the home of a daughter in
Kan-sas City, Kansas, and died March 11, 1911, at
the age of eighty-eight years. He was survived bv

two sons and one daughter, and also by fourteen
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.
Dr. George M. Gray was born at Waukegan, Illinois,
March 4, 1856, a son of Rasselas M. and Susan
(Doust) Gray. He was educated in the public schools
of Wyandotte County, and at the age of nineteen was

working as a clerk
Missouri.

He

in

a drug store

in

Kansas

City,

aspired to a professional career, studied
medicine under Dr. E. W. Shauffler in Kansas City,
Missouri, and then took a course in the old College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Kansas City. He was
graduated in 1879, and then entered Bellevue Hospital
Medical College of New York City, where he received
a (iii)loma in 1880.
From the time of his graduation Doctor Gray has
been continuously in practice both in medicine and
surgery, and besides his connection with the local
hos]iitals and his large private practice he has always
exerted a strong influence in behalf of adequate health
and sanitary laws in his city and state and has been
prominent in tlie making of a great medical school in
connection with the University of Kansas.
He is vice president of the Peoples National Bank
of Kansas City, is a charter member and the president
of the River View State Bank and president of the
He is a member of all the
Security State Bank.
Masonic bodies, and is a republican in politics. In
1907-8 he served as president of the Mercantile Club.
While president of this club he had the satisfaction of
seeing his ideas concerning a park and boulevard
system incorporated into state law and made a part of
the charter of the city.
Doctor Gray recalls the fact that when the old
Town of Quindaro was laid out forty acres of ground
within the city limits were laid out and designated
for public parks. He believes, probably on good
authority, that this was the first city in Kansas to be
provided with grounds for public parks, .and as a
result of the activities of Rasselas Gray, his father,
the land was ke|)t in the original condition as laid out
in 1856, and this will eventually berome a part of the
park and boulevard system of Kansas City, Kansas.
In 1881 he married Miss Caroline Harlan, of
Kansas City, Missouri, a daughter of Minerva Harlan,
widow of Howard Harlan. Mr. and Mrs. Gray are
the parents of three children:
Mary, who married
Willard J. Breidenthal, a cashier of the Riverview
State Bank, son of John W. Breidenthal, who was
bank commissioner for two terms and at one timo a
candidate for governor on the populist ticket; Ruth
M., the second daughter, married Thomas M. Van
Chave a lawyer of the firm of McAnany & Alden and
at the jiresent time assistant city counselor; George,
the only son is at present attending the Kansas
University with the intention of taking up the study
of medicine.

Al F. Willi.\ms. Whether as a lawyer, as a business man or in the circles of the republican party,
Al F. Williams is a recognized leader in civic affairs
His interests have been so
in Cherokee County.
many that while some m,ay know him best as a lawyer, others would think of him as one of the most
in
virile
republican politics in the
jicrsonalities
state, and still others would recognize his prominent
relations with the business growth and development
of his home city.
Born in Appleton City, St. Clair County, Missouri,
July 10, 1876, Mr. Williams is of Welsh descent,
though his ancestors immigrated to Pennsylvania in
colonial days, and afterward became pioneers into
Illinois.
His father, L. A. Williams, was born in
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Southern Illinois in 1850, grew up there, when a

to Missouri, lived in Parsons, Kansas, for three years, from 1874, then at Appleton
City, Missouri, until 1888, at Lamar, Missouri, until
1899, and then came to Columbus, Kansas, where he
was engaged in the grocery business until his death
in May, 1901.
republican in politics, he fiUed a
position in the city council of Lamar for several
terms, and in every community wliere he lived took
an active part in civic affairs. Fraternally he was
identified with the Independent Order of Odd FelJennie J.
lows and the Woodmen of tlie World.
Wylie, who married L. A. Williams, was born in

young man went

A

in 1849, and is still living with her son, Al
Her children were two
Williams, at Columbus.
The daughter Edith, is the wife of C.
in number.
W. Van Zandt, cashier of the Columbus State Bank,
and they have one daughter, Ailene, born in 1911.
Al F. Williams spent most of his early life in the
State of Missouri, attending the public schools of
Appleton City and Lamar and graduating from the
For one year he
high school of Lamar in 1894.
taught school in Barton County, Missouri, and then
traveled by way of an old-fashioned prairie schooner
to Mountain Grove, Wright County, Missouri, where
he established the Mountain Advertiser and conducted
that publication until the fall of the same year. Eeturning then to Lamar, he entered tlie law office of

Kansas

F.

Thurman & Wray, and
to October,

up

diligently pursued his studies

1896.

as a republican, he became a factor in
before he had reached his majority.
During the McKinley campaign of 1896 he made many
speeches in Barton and Jasper counties, Missouri, and
in Cherokee Count}', Kansas.
It was no doubt the acquaintance he formed in
Cherokee County during that time that led to his
taking up his residence at Columbus, where he
finished his law studies in the office of C. D. Ashley,
and was admitted to the bar in tlie spring of 1897.
Since his admission to the bar Mr. Williams has
conducted a large civil and criminal practice.
His
standing as a lawjer is well indicated by the fact
that he is local attorney for the Missouri, Kansas &
Texas Railroad Company, for the Kansas City Southern Railway Company, the Missouri Pacific Railroad
Company, for the Mayer Coal Company, the Central
Coal and Coke Company, tlie Long Bell Lumber Com]iany and tlie Clemens Coal Company.
His part as a citizen has been not less important
than his activities as a lawyer. For the past twenty
years he has identified liimself actively with every
movement for the upbuilding of Columbus. He assisted in getting all the railroads, and has been one
of the prominent men in the Commercial Club.
Soon after the outbreak of the Spanish-American
war Mr. Williams enlisted, May 2, 1898, in Company
F of the Twenty-second Kansas Regiment. He was

Reared

]iolitics

first lieutenant
of his company, and ninety days
after his enlistment was made acting quartermaster
of the regiment upon death of Quartermaster Lieu-

Lamb.
Tlie regiment was commanded by
H. C. Lindsey. From Topeka it went to Camp
Alger in Virginia, marched through Thoroughfare
flap and camped on the old battlefield of Bull Run
or Manasas, and spent the last sixty days in Camp
The regiment was mustered
Meade, Pennsylvania.
out in November, 1898, at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
With that exception Mr. Williams has been in active
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1902 to 1906.
He had already gained a splendid
reputation as a criminal lawyer, and was able to
render a great service to the county during the term
he was official prosecutor.
Mr. Williams is treasurer of the Republican State
Committee, is treasurer of the Congressional Committee, is chairman of the Republican County Central
Committee, and was recently a candidate for the
nomination for attorney general of the state against
Mr. Fred S. Jackson. He entered that contest without hope of success, and it was a gratifying tribute
to his reputation and personalities that lie polled
40,000 votes. He was also candidate for nomination
for judge of the Eleventh Judicial District, and
though he made no campaign, he lost the nomination
by the narrow margin of forty-live votes. In March,
1915, Mr. Williams was elected at the Kansas State
Republican Convention one of the Big Four delegates
from Kansas, and in that capacity he attended the
National Convention in Chicago, where he was assigneil to membership on the committee of rules and
order of business.
A strong believer in fraternalism, Mr. Williams
has been again and again honored in the various
orders in which he is a member. He is a past Grand
Chancellor of the Knights of Pythias of the state, is
past chancellor commander of Columbus Lodge No.
12 of that order, lielongs to the Pythian Sisters, to
the D. O. K. K., to the Uniform Rank and the Insurance Department of the Knights of Pythias. He is a
member of tlie Kansas Grand Lodge of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, and is past exalted
ruler of Lodge No. 677, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, at Galena. Other fraternities of which
he is a memlier are Lodge No. 387, Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, Camp No. 72, Woodmen of the
World, the Rebekahs and the Anti-Horse Thief AssoHe is on the executive committee of the
ciation.
Columbus Commercial Club, and is the only citizen
of Columbus who has membership in the Pittsburg
Country Club. As president of the Old Settlers Reunion Association he brought about the most successful meeting of that organization ever held in the
reunion of August, 1916.
Mr. Williams is president of the Columbus Building
& Loan Association, is president of the Western Cigar
and Tobacco Company, a wholesale organization, is
president of the local Chautauqua Association, and
has a large amount of property in and about Columbus.
His offices are in the Bliss Building at the
southeast corner of the square, and he is president
His
of the company that owns the Cigar Building.
own home is at 516 West Walnut Street. Recently
Mr. Williams platted au addition at the north side
of Columbus situated on the street car line, and these
Besides
lots are being sold for residence purposes.
other real estate in Columbus he owns a farm of
seventy-five acres seven miles southeast of the town.
In 1905, at Columbus, Mr. Williams married Miss
Kate Weisenbarker, of Pittsburg, Kansas.
They
have one daughter, June, born June 9, 1913.

tenant
Col.

practice at Columbus since his admission to the bar.
For two terms he served as city attorney, and
administered the office of county attorney of Cherokee County with great efficiency for two terms, from

From time immemothe legal profession has attracted to its ranks a
When
large percentage of notably brilliant men.
rightly followed it is one of tlie noblest callings,
aft'ording at once full play to Christian sympathy,
and opportunities for helpful public service, and holding a mighty i)rerogative, that of instigating exoneration of and restitution to the wrongly oppressed, or
the administration of just retribution to the guilty.
It has no room or opportunity for the weakling, but
the strong it strengthens with a keener insight to
Arthur Fitlton Cranston.

rial,
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feeling, with a more accurate
realization of the obligations and rcsjiousibilities that
are civilization 's bequest to modern manliood.
Of the brilliant men in the legal ]irofession of
Southeastern Kansas, one of the best known is Arthur

human thought and

Fulton Cranston, of Parsons, legist, legislator, publicspirited citizen and influential republican politician.
He was born at Urbana, Champaign County, Illinois,
December 14, 18G7, and is a son of Cajit. W. W. and
Jennie (Fulton) Cranston. The Cranston family originally came from Scotland, locating in Rhode Island
during Colonial days, and in that state was born in
180-t the grandfatlicr of Arthur F. Cranston, Christopher Cranston. Christopher Cranston became a pioneer of the Western Reserve of Ohio, where he settled

on school lands and engaged

in

farming and

tlie

raising of livestock, being particularly interested in
the raising of sheep. His death occurred on his farm
in the vicinity of Woodstock, Ohio, 1859, when lie
He was one of the
fell from the loft of his barn.
substantial men of his day and locality, whose efforts
assisted materially in the building up and. development of his community and whose example was an
influence for good among his fellow-citizens, by whom

he was honored and respected. He married first a
Miss Parks, and they became the ]iarents of three
children: Charles, a farmer and dealer in and breeder
of fine horses, who died at Galesburg, Illinois; and
Mary and Josephine, the last named dying unmarried.
Christopher Cranston was married the second time to
Irene Knott, who also died at Woodstock, Ohio, a
granddaughter of Ethan Allen, and they liad eight
Cliristopher, who met a soldier's
children, namely:
death on the battlefield of Shiloh, during the Civil
hew, who folwar, while wearing a blue uniform
lowed farming in the vicinity of Woodstock, Ohio,
and there passed away; W. W. Nettie, of near t'renton, Missouri, widow of Mr. Harris, who jnior to his
death was engaged in farming there; Helen, who married Mr. Sykes, once mayor of Trenton, Missouri,
where both died; Ann, who died at Trenton, Missouri,
in 1880, as the wife of Mr. Perry Froman, who lives
in Oklahoma; and Dr. Otto G., who is engaged in the
practice of medicine and surgery at Wewoka, Okla;

;

homa.

W. W. Cranston was born in 18.18, at Woodstock,
As a young
Ohio, where he received his education.
man he was interested in mercantile enterprises, beginning at the close of the Civil war.- In 1861 he
enlisted in the Sixty-sixth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, with which he fought until the close of the
war.
He took part in some notable engagements,
inclndin<i the battles of Cliickaniauga, .\ntietam and
Chanccllors\-ille, and was with Sherman on his famous
march to the se.-) and participated in the Grand ReHis service was characterized
view at Washington.
by bravery and faithful devotion to duty, and during
the period of the war he rose from the ranks to be
Captain Cranston was the
captain of his company.
recipient of a medal from Congress for distinguished
bravery under fire. Witli three others, he crept out
to a bnlletswe^t position and brouirht in a wounded
Confederate soldier, who was carried to Chancellorsllnfortunatelv the ri^-k was useless, as
ville church,
shortly thereafter the church was set ablaze by shell.lohnnie Reb perished with
fire and the wounded
many others, wearers both of the blue and the grey.
At the close of his military service, Captain CransTn 1807 he went to Urbana,
ton returned to Ohio.
Illinois, and in the vicinity of that place, in Champaicn County, purchased a farm. This he conducted
until 1877, in which year he disposed of his interests

and went to Gainesville, Texas, where he turned his
attention to the cattle business on the open range.
He bought and sold several ranches and remained in
the Lone Star State until 1882, when he came to ParIn 1890 he
sons, Kansas, and located on a farm.
retired from active pursuits, moved to the City of
Parsons, and here passed his declining years in comfort and ease, dying at his home here December 7,
1907.
Mr. Cranston was one of the most highly
esteemed citizens of his community. He was a republican in his political views, served in the Kansas
Legislature in the session of 18891891, and was for
years a member of the board of school directors. He
was a faithful member of the Universalist Cliurch.
Mr. Cranston married Miss Jennie Fulton, who was
born at Urbana, Oliio, in 1846, and now resides with
her son at Parsons. Three children were born to this
unionArthur Fulton, of this notice; Dr. Oscar:
and Florence. Dr. Oscar Cranston is a graduate of
the Kansas City Medical College, class of 1894, degree of Doctor of Medicine, and is now engaged successfully in the practice of medicine and surgery at
Madison, Kansas. He is married and has two daughters, Dorothy and Mildred, both of whom are attending the puldie schools of Madison. Florence Cranston married Alvah Carter, who was engaged in the
sale of school and church furniture up to the time of
his death in 1903.
Since that time Mrs. Carter has
lived in Pnrsons, Kansas, as do the three children,
Jean, who attends the Los Angeles High School, and
Ruth and Aleene, who attend the public schools. Mrs.
Florence Carter belongs to Hannah Jameson Chapter,
Daughters of the .A.merican Revolution.
Arthur Fulton Cranston attended school in Illinois
for two years, then was a pupil in the subscription
schools of Texas, and in 1882 entered the public
schools of Parsons, Kansas.
In 1887 he enrolled as
a student at the Kansas Agricultural College, where
ho displayed unusual ability by completing the fouryear course in three years and was graduated in 1890.
For the three years that followed he was a teacher in
the public schools of Labette County, and in the fall
of 1892 entered the law department of the University
of Kansas, where, in the graduating class of 1894 he
received the degree of Bachelor of Laws, in the same
class being Fred Jackson, Judge E. L. Fischer of
Kansas City, Judge Ruppenthal, .ludgc Raines, and
.Tndge Hogan, of Jewell County, Kansas. Mr. Cranston began a general practice at Parsons in 1894 and
since that time has steadily risen to a commanding
position at the liar of Southeastern Kansas. He mainHe resides at the
tains ofllees in the Karr Build'ng.
old home. No. 15.31 Stevens Street, and owns three
other dwelling houses in Parsons.
Mr. Cranston has always been a republican, and is
accounted one of the strong men of his party in
L.abette County. In 1898 he was a candidate for the
legislature, but was beaten by a 200 majority by
Doctor Gabriel. In 1908 he again ran for the legislature and was elected over Doctor Allison, his subsequent career in the house being an active and distinguished one in which he server! on eight committees,
including that to inspect state institutions, the .Tudic'ary, the Labor Committee, of which he was chairman.
First Class Cities, Mines and Mining, Penal Institutions,

and

.Tudicial

Apportionment, and two special

committees, one of which was to report on methods
of economy for the state. He was interested in the
State Rank Guarantv measure and railroad legislation, introduced a bill to raise from !iilO,000 to $25,000
indemnity for railroad employes meeting deatli in the
line of service, and in every way looked after the
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also introduced a
a convention to
draft a new state constitution, and both of these
killed in committee by the
passed the House but were
Senate. In 1910 he ran versus P. P. Campbell for a

He

interests of his constituents.

referendum

bill,

and a biU to

call

seat in Congress in the primaries, but this was an
with defeat, although he
insurgent year and he met

made fifty speeches in nine counties and prosecuted a
most vigorous campaign. He has also served as clerk
of the school board of Parsons for six years and was
to January,
county attorney from January, 1913,
1915. In 1907 he was a candidate for appointment as
district judge of the Sixteenth Judicial District.
Mr. Cranston belongs to Parsons Lodge No. 117,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Parsons Camp
No. 844, Modern Woodmen of America, of which he
was clerk six years; Knights of the Maccabees, Parsons Tent, of which he was also clerk six years;
Ancient Order United Workmen, Parsons; and the
Mr. Cranston is unAnti-Horse Thief Association.
married. He possesses one of the finest libraries, legal
and otherwise, to be found in the city.

George H. Long is a business man of Kansas City,
Kansas, where he has been located for the past eight
As an undertaker he has built up a large
years.
clientage on the basis of thorough and competent
best of
service, and has given to that profession the
his energies and his conscientious study for a number
of years.

Mr. Long

is

a native of Ohio, born September 30,

187.5, at Ripley in Brown County.
of the five children of James A.

He was

the ohiest

and Jemima (FluBoth parents were natives of Oliio.
James A. Long had a brother, John, two years older.
their
They were left motherless when children, and
to
father, George Long, soon afterward deteriniiieil
seek a home in Kansas. He came out to the state by
ox team and wagon and married here ami soon after
went back to Ohio to
getting his home established he
On returning to Kansas he found
get his children.
that his second wife had died during his absence, and
harty)

Long.

he himself
children,

fell

a victim to cholera about 18.54.

James and John, went back

His

Ohio and
John was in

to

were reared there by se|iarate families.
the regular army, was injured during service in the
West against the Indians, and his subsequent record
became lost to the family. James A. Long was a lumberman in Ohio, and for fifteen years served as deputy
marshal of Rinley, Ohio. He was a democrat and a
man held in the hisliest esteem throughout his community. He was a Methodist and an active supporter
of church and school.
Mr. Georee H. Long grew up in Brown County,
Ohio, attended the common schools at Ripley, also
had high school training, and began his career as
clerk in a hardware store while still a student in high
He remained with that store for ten years,
school.
and laid the foundation of his substantial business
education while there. This early training has jiroved
invaluable to him in his later years.

On September

18,

1899,

Mr.

Long married

Mi.ss

Bessie (irini. Her father was h successful undertaker
Mr. Long soon afterward Viecniii^
at Ripley, Ohio.
associated in business with his father-in law. and in
1906 they removed their establishment to Hamilton,
Ohio, where they continued in business for two years.
In 19ns Mr. l.onsr came to Kansas City, Kansas, for
the purpose of starting a business of his own. Widle
looking for a suitable location he worked in various
places and suhsenuently bought an interest in the
W. B. Raymond Company. He was with that firm
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one year, and in 1910 he set up in business for himself on Tenth Street, near his present location.
Mr. Long has succeeded in the undertaking business because he gives every courtesy to his patrons,
regardless of their station in life or of their means
and circumstances. His business has had a steady
growth, and he is now considered one of the leading
men in his line in the city.
Mr. and Mrs. Long are the parents of two children,

Louis and Martha.
Politically Mr. Long is largely
independent, though inclined to support the democratic party.
He has never filled any official posiHe gives his support to those movements which
tion.
are most closely identified with the public welfare of
his community, is exceedingly progressive, and in 1911
he advanced the idea of a city manager plan for the
governinent of Kansas City, Kansas, a method which
has been tested successfully in other large cities and
of the politics and inefficiency from
Mr. and Mrs. Long are active in
the work of the Central Avenue Methodist Episcopal

eliminates
local

much

government.

Church.

William Maetin Ladd. Prominent among the
younger Government officials of Montgomey County,
Kansas, is William Martin Ladd, who is capably
discharging the duties of postmaster of the thriving
Mr. Ladd had as trai'iing
little City of Dearing.
for his official services an experience in banking,
and having attained his position by virtue of successful

participation

in

a

civil

service

examina-

handling the affairs of the mail service in
an entirely acceptable n;anner. He is a native son
of Kansas and was born at Vernon, Woodson County.
October 4, 1891, his parents being Ira W. and Mina
L. (Martin) Ladd.
Mr. Ladil belongs to a family of Scotch-Irish descent, which, it is believed, was founded in this
His i>raiidfather
country during colonial times.
was Ira W. Ladd, who was born in Ohio, and who
through a long and useful career practiced medicine
He died at
and surgery in the Buckeye State.
Eilgerton, Ohio, in 18fi6. Doctor Ladd married. Alice
Thornburg, who was born in 1811, in Ohio, and died
at Dearing, Kansas, in November, 1914, and their
only chibi was Ira W. Ira W. Ladd was born in
1868, in Butler County, Indiana, and was there
reared and educated, remaining in that community
until 1886, when he removed to Vernon, Kansas,
where he was married. He was a pioneer farmer of
Woodson County anil continued to be engaged in
agricultural pursuits there for ten years, in 1896
removing to Fort Scott. In that community he
continued as a tiller of the soil until 1905, then
becoming a resident of Dearing, Montgomery
(bounty, where he continued as a farmer until 1913.
Since that time he has been a resident of ("alifornia,
being the owner of farming land and orchards in
Mr. Ladd is a rep\ihlican in
the Golden State.
politics and an active member and supporter of the
Tnited Brethren Church.
He married Mina L.
Martin, who was born near Hyattsville, Bourbon
Cnnntv,
"
Kansas, and William Martin is their only
tion, is

child.

William Martin Ladd attended the district schools
Montgomery County, Kansas, sub^efpiently went
to the public schools of Dearing, and completed his
education at the Coffey ville Business College, from
which he was duly graduated. In 1910, at the age
of

of eighteen years, he enterc>d the DeariuL' State Bank
as bookkeeper, and continued with that institution
for two years, following which he continued in the
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same capaoity with other business and
eerns. In 1915

financial con-

took the eivil service examination,
and October 5th of that year was appointed postmaster of Dearing under President Wilson 's administration.
He has already improved the mail service
greatly here and has won the confidence of his
fellow-citizens

lie

by

his

fidelity

to

duty and their

friendship by his uniform courtesy and obliging
Mr. Ladd maintains an in(iependent stand
nature.
in regard to politics, is a member of the United
Brethren Church, and is fraternally affiliated with
Camp No. 61S, of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and Camp Xo. S141, of the Modern Woodmen of America, both of Bearing.
Jlr. Ladd was married in 1911, at Coffeyville,
Kansas, to Miss Ethel M. .Johnson, daughter of W.
C. and Cora J. ,lohnson, of Coffeyville, where Mr.

.Tohnson is the proprietor of a wagonmaking establishment.
Mr. and Mrs. Ladd have one son: Ira
William, born July 27, 1912.

Hon. Bvrox .Tudd was a pioneer of Wyandotte
He established his home in the village of
Wyandotte in November, 1857, when Kansas was
County.

a territory.

still

lie lived in the village, his capaci-

expanding with the growth of the community,
and his personal jiosition and influence rising as
Wyandotte County grew and prospered, and at his
death on .Tuly 27, 1909, it was generally recognized
and appreciated that he was one of the men who
had left a permanent impress for good upon Kansas
City, Kansas, a great city of which his old home
village of Wyandotte had in the meantime become an
ties

integral part.

He was nearly eighty-five years of age at the
time of his death.
He was born at Otis in Berkshire County, Massachu.setts, August 1.3, 1824, a son
of Ardon and Sarah (Hubbard) Judd.
Both parents lived out their lives in Massachusetts, and both
were members of pioneer New England families.
Byron .ludd spent his youth in the Berkshire Hills.
He tried his muscle in cultivating the rough and
stony ground of that section. He attended the common schools, also the academy at Southwick, and
completed his education in the Massachusetts State
Normal School at Westfield. For a time he was a
teacher in Massachusetts.
He was about thirty-one years of age when he
set out for the West.
His first home was at Des
Moines, Iowa, where he served a year as deputy
county recorder. Then toward the close of 1857 he
arrived in that part of Kansas which was ever afterwards his home.
He was one of the early land
agents and bankers, became active in public affairs,
and

upon the organization of the First Naof Wyandotte, was elected president.
continued at the head of that institution, one

in 1871,
tional Bank

Ho

of the strongest in Kansas, until the weight of years
infirmities obliged him to resign.
In the early history of Wyandotte he served as
president of the city council and later as mayor,
for five years was justice of the peace, then became
trustee of Wyandotte Township, and for four years
was county treasurer. He was one of the early incumbents of the office of United States Land Commissioner for the District of Kansas, and in 1872
he was elected a member of the State Senate and
re-elected in 1874.
Throughout his career he was a

and increasing

democrat

He

recalled not only as a prominent citizen and
but as a man of unusual character.
He
to exercise large power, but always exercised
is

banker,

came

in political convictions.

with justice and mercy.
He did much for the
poor and unfortunate, and until almost the close of
his life stood mth that group of men who were the
real builders and makers of the foremost commercial
center of Kan.sas.
He was not identified with anv
religious denomination, but attended the Congregational Church, of which his wife was a devout

it

member.
In 1865 he married Mrs. Mary Louise
(Cooper)
At the time of her marriage she lived in
Kansas City, Kansas, but was born at Irasburg,
Orleans County, Vermont.
She died February 8,
1908.
There were two children, Sara and
Emily.
The latter died in 1890. Sara, who is now librarian
of the Kansas City Public
Library, married Corwin
Matthew Greenman, who was a traveling salesman
and died in 1900. Mrs. Greenman has three children:
Judd, Donald C, and Louise.
Bartlett.

Hox. Wir,WAii Y. MoKG.\N- is one of the men who
have attained sufficiency of public distinction so that
he might merely give his address as Kansas and everv
one would know the who 's who and who 's what about
him.

He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, April 6, 1866, a
W. A. and Minnie (Yoast) Morgan. His

sou of

f.ather served as an officer in the
Twenty-third Kentucky Regiment in the Union army, .-ind in 1871
brought his family to Kansas. For forty years he
was editor of the Cottonwood Falls Leader and at
the same time was prominent in public
affairs, was
a member of the Legislature, the State
Senate, and
was department commander of the Grand Army of
the Republic. Mr. Morgan's mother was
department
]iresident of the Woman's Relief Corps and was an
active newspajier woman and prominent in the
public
life of women in Kansas.
William Y. Morgan was educated in the University
of Kansas, graduating with the degree A. B. in the
class of 1885.
He has always been deeply interested
in the state university, served four
years .as regent,

and is a loyal member
Gamm.i Delta.

of the college fraternity Phi

Practical experience in journalism, which has been
chief business interest all his active career, he
first gained as a
reporter for the Lawrence .Journal
In 1888 Mr. Morgan bought the
during 1886-88.
Strong City Republican, but sold it in 1892 and then
became proprietor of the Emporia Gazette, which he
in 1895 sold to William Allen \Vhite.
On selling the
Gazette Mr. Morgan bought the Hutchinson News,
and has been its owner and editor ever since. Thus
his real residence, so far as the exact city is concerned, is and has been for years Hutchinson.
In
1914 Mr. Morgan was elected a director of the Associated Press.
He is one of the principal stockholders
and a director of the State Exchange Bank, and has
been identified with various Hutchinson enterprises.
He has been president of the Hutchinson Y. M. C. A.
since its organization in 1909, and has done all he
could to forward the work of that organization over
the State.
his

The republican party

in

Kansas has long

felt

a

special pride in being able to name William Y. Morgan as one of its most influential leaders. He has
often served as chairman of county organizations,

and

in 1916 was a delegate to the Republican National Convention and during the following campaign
w.is director of publicity in the western department

for the Republican National Committee.
a thoroughly progressive republican.

is

Mr. Morgan

HOx\.

WILLIAJI

Y.

MORGAN
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In 1899 he was elected state printer of Kansas, an
he held four years, until 1903. He served as a
member of the legislature from 190-1 to 1910, and in
1914 was elected to his present office as lieutenant
was re-elected, and
governor of Kansas. In 1916 lie
his present term expires in 1918.
Governor Morgan has served as division commander
of the Sons of Veterans, is a Thirty-second degree
Scottish Rite and Knight Templar Mason, a member
of the Knights of Pythias, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks and the Loyal Legion. He is a PresClub of Kansas
byterian, a member of the University
of Cliicago and the National
City, the Press Club
Press Club of Washington, D. C.
While his interests since early childhood have been
so closely identified with Kansas, Governor Morgan
office

has

He

exercised tlic opportunity for extensive travel.
Journey
the author of three travel l)Ooks:

is

"A

"

of a Jayhawker,
The Near East.
'

'

"

"A

Jayhawker

in

Europe," and

Governor Morgan was married at Strong City, KanNovember, 1890, to Miss Colie Adair, daughter
of Witt Adair. They have one daughter, Claudia.
sas, in

MORILLO Abial Spalding.

In Morillo Abial

Sjiald-

ing the thriving community of Bearing, Montgomery
to its
County, has a citizen who has contributed
reliable general merand
a
conservative
upbuilding
cantile business, who formerly, for eight years,
carried on the drug business, and whose long experience in a commercial way has been a decided factor
in helping his city to better things.

Mr. Spaldinar was born at Morrisville, Vermont,
February 13, 18^56, a son of A. W. and Mary (Tenney
a Vermont
Spalding, a grandson of Warren Spalding,
farmer who spent his life there, and a member of
a family, which originating in England, was established in the Green Mountain State in Colonial times.
A. W. Spalding was borri in Vermont in 1836, and
was there educated and roared. He grew up as a
farmer and that vocation he adopted upon reaching
manhood, subsequently continuing as a tiller of the
)

In later years he moved
life.
Hampsliire, and in that state his death
He was a republican in his
occurred in 1S96.
in
political views, a man who took a great interest
the welfare of his community, and one who had
the respect and esteem of his associates. He was
a faithful member of the Universalist Church. Mr.
soil

to

throughout his

New

Mary Tenney, born in 1836,
in Vermont, who died at Morrisville, that state, in
1896.
There were three children in the fami'y:
Morillo Abial, of this review; Fred, who is a retired
merchant and resides at Minneapolis, Minnesota;
and Charles A., who still lives in New England.
Spalding married Miss

After attending the graded and high schools of
Vermont, from which latter he was
graduated in 1872, Morillo Abial Spalding began
work as a clerk in a shoe store, where he received
his introduction to business methods and remained
four years. At this time he answered to the call
of the West and journeyed to Iowa and located at
Hamburg, where for many years he was engaged
in business and served as postmaster for three
His next location was Kearney, Nebraska,
years.
where for three years he was engaged in teaching
band music, and then went to Cook, Nebraska, where
he embarked in the drug business, and continued
therein until 1906. The next two years were
spent
at Tyro, Kansas, in a like enterprise, and in 1908
he located at Bearing, where he became the
proMorrisville,
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prietor of a pharmacy and conducted it successfully
for eight years, when, in 1916, he disposed of his
drug interests in order to open his general mercantile

business, which is now the leading establishment
on the main street of the town. Mr. Spalding is
jiossessed of the abilitji to make a success of whatever venture he undertakes, and has already built
up a prosperous trade. He stands high in the public esteem and belief in his integrity and good judgment have been variously manifest. Politically he
is a republican, but while a supporter of his party 's
candidates and principles, has not cared to endeavor
to push himself forward as a candidate for public
preferment. He belongs to the Odd Fellows Lodge
at Bearing, of which he is past noble grand, and
to the Ancient Order of United Workmen in Ne-

braska.
In 1SS4, at Eiverton, Nebraska, Mr. Spalding

was

married to Miss Mary Gooding, and they had one
daughter: Lola, who married Mr. Peebles, cashier
of a hardware and implement company at Spokane,
Washington. In 1901 Mr. Spalding was married, at Riverton, to Miss Irene Harrop, daughter
of the late .Tames Harrop, a farmer. They have one
daugliter, Erbine, born September 8, 1904, who is

William B, Sutton.

Since he came to Kansas in
a rancher-lawyer, William B. Sutton has
found all the opportunities that an ambitious man
could crave for an active, earnest, useful and prosperous career. For many years he has lived in Kansas
City, Kansas, and is one of the leading lawyers of
that city.
He was born in Indiana County, Pennsylvania,
February 12, 1849, the seventh in a family of ten
1887,

as

children born to James and Sarah (Stanborough)
Sutton. His father was born in the same county of
Pennsylvania in 1812, and died in 1870, while the
mother was born in Pittsburg and died in 1899 at
the age of eighty-four.
.Tames Sutton was a merchant, a paper maniifacturer, a private banker, and
at the time of his death was president of the First
National Bank of Indiana, Pennsylvania.
William B. Sutton was educated at Tuscarora
Academy in Juniata County, the Elders Ridge Acad-

Indiana County, and in 1868 graduated from
and Jefferson College at Canonsburg,
The time of his graduation was disPennsylvania.
tinguished by another important event of his life.
June 8, 1868, he married Miss Agnes Black, who was
born in Canonslnirg, Pennsylvania, daughter of John
E. and Alice (Hanson) Black.
Her father was a
bauker at Canonsburg and also treasurer of Washington and Jefferson College.
For the next two years Mr. Sutton studied law
with Judge Blair in his native town of Indiana,
and on April 20, 1870, was admitted to the bar in
the Fifth Judicial District in the State of New
York. He then engaged in active pr.actiee at Utica,.
New York, and had gone so far in his profession
that in 1880 he was elected judge of Oneida County,
and served a term of six years on the bench.

emy

in

Washington

It was partly to get away from the confining
work of his profession and also to possess himself
of the opportunities of the great West that caused
Mr. Sutton to come out to Kansas in 1887. Kansas

now for thirty
located in Russell Coimty, and for
himself with the management of a
opened a law office in the town of
has been his home

years.

He

first

two years busied
ranch.
Russell,

He

then

and con-
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of law together with farming
In 1894 he was elected a member of the
In the spring
State Lepislature, serving one term.
of 1895 Mr. Sutton was appointed by Governor K. N.
Morrell a member of the State Board of Irrigation,
While a
and served in that capacity two years.
member of the Legislature he was chairman of the
committee on agriculture, and had as much to do
with the passing of the seed grain law as any other
member. From 1891 to 1898 he was a member of

tinued

the

practice

until 1897.

the State Board of Agriculture. He was elected ami
served two years as president of the Kansas ImThus he has
proved Stock Breeders' Association.
bad more than a nominal interest and part in the
raising of the standards of agriculture and stock
raising in this state.

In 1897 Mr. Sutton removed to Kansas City, Kanand since then has devoted his attention largely

sas,

He is now senior member
to the ir.nctice of law.
of the firm of Sutton & Sutton, his associate being
Mr. Sutton is a rehis son, William B. Sutton, Jr.
publican, a Protestant in religion, and a member of
the Masonic fraternity.
Seven sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. Sutton, of
whom four are now living. Charles E., of Lawrence,
a pract'cal stockman and farmer, and has been
president of the State Board of .\griculture; .lames
is a bus'ness man at Harper, Kansas; William B., Jr.,
gn"aduated in 1899 from the university and for a
number of years has been associated with his father
in practice; Dr. Walter S. Sutton, late of Kansas
City, Kansas, whose death occurred on November
10, 1916, was a graduate of the State University
and also of the College of Physicians and Surgeons
at New York, and was .\ssociate Professor of Surgery
in the Medical School of the State University, and
Associate Attending Surgeon at Bell Memorial Hospital at Rosedale, and the Christian Church Hospitals in Kansas City, Missouri; Everett B. lives at
is

Independence, Kansas.

A surgeon whose
him a rapidly growing reputation
southeastern Kansas. Dr. .Xrthur Ricliard Nash has

Arthur Richard Nash, M. D.

Croix Falls, Wisconsin; Cora Isabelle is the wife of
Olaf Sundby, who has the leading general merchandise store at Ellsworth, Wisconsin.
Arthur Richard Nash was born while his parents
resided at Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, on April 8, 1871.
His parents took much interest in his early training,
and from that source and also by making oppoituuities
for himself he gained a very liberal education as a
foundation for his professional work. Until he was
seven years of age his instruction was looked after by
Miss Noble in a select school at Oconomowoc. He
tl en
attended the public schools there and in that
v'cin'ty, afterwards was in the district schools near
St. Croix Falls, and whether in school or on the outside
his instruction was always under competent teachers.
In 1889. at the age of eighteen he began teaching, and
for t! rce years followed that occmation and partly
paid his own expenses while in college. Doctor Nash
is a graduate of the Northern Tnd'ana Normal
School,
now Valparaiso University, where he took his Bachelor
of Science degree in 1894.
He then e. tered the Rush
Medical College at Chicago, the oldest medical college
in the Middle West, and though completing the four
years work in three he remained another year to get
cred't for the entire four years course.
He graduated
Doctor of Medicine in 1897. Beginning as a general
racttioner he has gradually specialized and h's time
is now practically taken up with the work of surgery.
He has attended clinics in the famous Mayo Brothers
Hospital at Rochester, M'nne^ota, and has also taken
post-graduate work at St. Paul and Chicago.
From 1897 to 1909 Doctor Nash iTacticed at EllsHe then st ent three years nt Del
worth, Wisconsin.
Norte, Colorado, where he was surgeon in the St.
Jo eph 's Sanitar'um. Since coming to P^'rsins in
1912 he has specialized in surgery.
His office is at
107V) South Central Avenue.
He is an active member
of the County and State Medical societ'es anil the
American Medical .\ssoc'ation, and has served as city
and township health ofiBcer back in his home town of
Ellsworth, W'sconsin, also at Parsons and elsewhere.
Doctor Na'h and his family reside at 172.T Chess
I

He

ability has brought

Avenue

in

worth, Wi.'consin. Politically he is an independent
republican and is a member of the Cathol'c ChiinV,
belongs to the Parsons Chamber of Commerce and to
Anamosa Council of the Knights of Columbus in
Colorado.
In 1899 at Clayfield, five miles from Ellsworth,
Wisconsin, he married Miss Ellen Louise Mallon,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Mnllon. ller father,
now deceased, was a farmer and stock rai'-er. making
a siecialty of Shorthorn cattle.
Her mother is still
Doctor and Mrs.
I'ving at Ellsworth, Wisconsin.
Nash are the parents of five children: Marguerite
Anna, born in 1900; Eleanor, born in 1902: Frances,
born in 1904; Richard .Arthur, born in 1907: and
James Byron, born in 1910. All except the youngest
were born in Ellsworth, Wisconsin, while James B,
was born at Del Norte, Colorado.

He
prnoticed at Parsons for the past four years.
received his degree in medcine nearly twenty years
ago. and has had a w-de range of experience and opportun'ty in his profession since then.
He is of Irish stock. The Nashs were English
Doctor
originally and moved from tliere to Ireland.
Nash is a grandson of a physician, Richard Nash,
who spent h's life in Ireland as a physician and
suf'/eon.
He died in County Tipperary at the age
of fifty-two.
Richard Nash, .Tr., father of Doctor Nash, v as born

County Tipierary in 1840. His mother brought
him to ttie Un-tcd States in 184^ and he grew up at
Chateaugay, New York, and at Pewaukee. Wisconsin.

in

He

learned

the

trade of shoemaker,

followed

it

a

number of years and was also a shoe merc'iant. He
was in active business at Oconomowoc, Wisconsin,
1884, and then engaged in farming near St.
Falls in that state and in 1900 moved to
ElNworth, Wisconsin, where he now conducts a drug
business.
He is a rcpubl-can, ami for a number of
years served as justice of the peace. He is also a
until

Cro'x

Arch Mason. Richard Nash married Phoebe
Ann Laine, who was born in Vermont in 1849, and
died at Ellsworth, Wisconsin, in 1914.
Doctor Nash
Royal

is

the

oldest

of

their

children.

Caroline

died

at

Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, at the age of three years;
Frapcis Ralph is superintendent of the schools at St.

'n

Par

ons.

also

owns

a

home

in

Ells-

MiDDLETON L. Perry, M. D. Among the men of
Kansas who are carrying on the highly important
work of earing for the affl'cted anil irresnonsible
members of society, one of the best known is Dr. Middleton L. Perry, superintendent of the State Hospital for Epileptics, at Parsons.
Doctor Perry was born at Lancaster, Dallas Connty,
Texas, .\ugust 15, 1868, and is a son of Middleton
and Ellen (Ellis) Perry. The family is of English
extraction and settled during colonial times in Virginia, where the grandfather of Doctor Perry, Frank-

.ou-.- -'i^-^^^

I

^r^o^o^o^

TILDE
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Perry, was born. He was a farmer by vocation
and in young manhood moved to Illinois, where ho
became a pioneer of Greene County and there continued his agricultural pursuits until his death which
occurred before the birth of his grandson. Middleton
Perry was born in 1814, in Indiana, but as a boy was
taken to Illinois, where, in Greene County, he was
educated, reared and married. In that state he followed farming, but in 1844, when thirty years of
age, went to Texas as a homesteader, and that state
continued to be his home until his death, which
occurred at Lancaster, in 1892. Mr. Perry took part
in the stirring happenings that occurred in the formative era of the Lone Star State and endured the
privations and hardships incident to pioneer settlement, and was considered one of the sturdy and selfreliant men of his day who assisted in the development of his adopted commonwealth. He was an industrious man, and through hard and constant work
became the owner of a valuable property. Politically
Mr. Perry was a democrat and one of the stanch supporters of his party 's candidates and principles.
He was an active member of the Baptist Church,
the movements of which he supported liberally, while
his fraternal connection was with the Masonic order.

During his incumbency, Doctor Perry has
labored faithfully in behalf of his charges, and at
present a new hospital building is being erected,
although this is but one of the many benefits and
improvements secured through his earnest and indeHe is nationally accounted an aufatigable work.
thority on the care and treatment of epilepsy and
is frequently called upon to appear before important
bodies to read papers and deliver lectures upon the
He makes his home in the state residence
subject.
on the grounds and is therefore constantly in touch
with the wards of the state. Doctor Perry is an independent democrat. In line with his profession he
belongs to the Labette County Medical Society, the
Kansas State Medical Society, the American Medical Association, the Southeastern Medical Society and
He belongs
the Medical Society of the Southwest.
also to the Parsons Chamber of Commerce and is a
director of the Exchange State Bank of Parsons.
Doctor Perry was married in 1902 at MiUedgeville, Georgia, to Miss Jamie Wimberly, daughter of
the late James and Ellen (Guiton) Wimberly, both
Mr. Wimberly was for
of whom are now deceased.
many years one of the successful attorneys of Georgia.
To Doctor and Mrs. Perrjf there have been born two

At the outbreak of

children, namely: Middleton Lee, born December 23,
1903; and Wimberly, born July 29, 1905, both at

lin

the Civil war, he enlisted in the
Confederate service, and rose to the rank of a capMr. Perry martain of a Texas cavalry regiment.
ried Miss Ellen Ellis, who was born in 1824, in Illinois, and died at Lancaster, Texas, in 1891, and they
became the parents of the following children
Frank,
now deceased MoUie, who is the wife of W. D.
Breazeale, engaged in city work at Dallas, Texas;
Maggie, who is the wife of W. P. White, a real
estate agent of that city; A. L., a farmer, stock
raiser and general business man of Duke, Oklahoma;
Nona, who married I. E. Stout, a stockman of San
Angelo, Texas; W. Y., who is engaged in banking
at Lancaster, Texas; Loura, who resides with her
brother, M. L. and Middleton L., of this notice.
The early education of Middleton L. Perry was
obtained in the public schools of Lancaster, Texas,
where he was graduated from Lancaster Academy in
He next enrolled as a student
the class of 1885.
at the University of Texas, at Austin, where he spent
one year, and then entered the medical school of the
University of Tennessee, at Nashville, from which he
was duly graduated in the class of 1892, at that time
receiving his cherished degree of Doctor of Medicine.
In 1892 and 1893 he served as interne in the City
Hospital, Nashville, Tennessee, and in the latter year
also did post-graduate work at the University of VirHe then returned to his native state for a
ginia.
short time, but soon went to New York, where he did
post-graduate work under private instructors for six
months, and also in hospitals there. He next became
assistant physician of the State Hospital, Morris
:

;

;

New Jersey, in 1894, and held that position
In 1898 Doctor Perry went to
steadily until 1898.
Europe, where he specialized in neurology at the
University of Berlin and the University of Vienna.
In 1899 he was appointed pathologist in the State
Hospital of Georgia, and remained in that capacity
until 1903, when he was sent for to come to Parsons
and become superintendent of the State Hospital for
The first act of the Kansas
Epileptics, of Kansas.
Legislature of 1899 was the setting aside of an
appropriation and the appointment of a committee
for the building of this hospital, one of the most
humane and liighly important state institutions in the
Southwest.
The buildings are located in the northwest part of Parsons, and the grounds consist of 640
Plains,

Vol.
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acres.

Parsons.

WiNPiELD

Freeman.

Lawyer, author, traveler,
and a business man, WinKansan for more than
He has long enjoyed a reputation
thirty-five years.
as one of the foremost members of the bar in Kansas
City, Kansas.
He was born at London, Ohio, January 3, 1848, a
son of James F. and Eleanor (Dawson) Freeman.
His early life was spent in Winchester, Ohio, where
he attended the public schools and where he read law
Admitted to the bar
in the office of Hon. A. Stiver.
in 1869, at the age of twenty-one, he practiced law
for a number of years in Ohio, and in 1878-79 served
as prosecuting attorney of Preble County. Since 1879
he has been a resident of Kansas. From 1880 to 1884
he was assistant attorney for the Solomon Valley
Railroad Company. In 1881 he was elected mayor of
Minneapolis, Kansas. As one of the promoters of the
Kansas City Elevated Railroad Company Mr. Freeman removed to Kansas City, Kansas, in 1884, and
was actively identified with that transportation serleader in republican politics
field Freeman has been a

It is forty-eight years
vice as attorney until 1888.
since he commenced the practice of law in Ohio in
1869, and his experience is a remarkably long one.
He was associated with Silas Wright Porter, now

associate justice of the Supreme Court of Kansas,
from 1891 to 1899, and was also a partner with Hon.
William J. Buehan, who for many years was representative and state senator. Another one of his professional associates was W. A. Johnston, now chief
justice of the Supreme Court of Kansas.
Judge Freeman has for many years been one of
tlie
leading campaign siieakers of the republican
party. He was elected to the city council in 1887-89,
and from 1890 to 1892 served as city counselor of

In 1893 he was appointed
City, Kansas.
county attorney of Wyandotte County, and from 1903
to 1907 served as probate judge.
Judge Freeman is a member of the Kansas State
Bar Association. He was a delegate to the Universal
Congress of Lawyers and Jurists at St. Louis in 1904.
For several years he was lecturer on medical jurisprudence before the College of Physicians and Sur-

Kansas
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geons of Kansas City, Kansas. An active Methodist,
he lias been a teacher in its Sunday schools for fortybix years.

m

Judge Freeman made a trip around the world
but
1907-08, and has not only traveled extensively
has studied foreign people, and during his world trip
he delivered numerous addresses at missionary cenHe is a favorite lecturer on the Orient, and has
ters.
contributed many articles to the press on Eastern
lie is also well known
countries and their people,
His "Battle of Anckafor his historical writings.
ree" is found in Volume 6 of the reports of the
Kansas State Historical Society, and is a splendid
is a
contribution to the Indian history of Kansas. It
of one of the most romantic incidescription
graphic
dents of the Great Plains.
to Miss
Judge Freeman was married July 6, 1876,
Reba iSilvor of Kichmond, Indiana. They reside at
749 Washington Boulevard, Kansas City, Kansas.

David Heckman. Of the men whose ability, industry and forethought have added to the character,
none are
yvealth and good government of Liberty,

Mr. Heckman, not only by training and
and natural tallong experience, but by preference
been combined to
have
all
these
and
qualities
ent,
form a force through which he has worked his way
He first came to this community in
to success.
was not until 1877 that he located
it
but
1870,
and since that time his
permanently in Liberty,
fortunes have been linked indissoKibly with those
of the growing community which he has watched
grow and develop with the eye of a proprietor.
Mr. Heckman was born on his father's farm near
JanLeechburg, Armstrong County, Pennsylvania,
and Esther
17, 1847, being a son of Abraham
better

man

is

known than David Heckman.
a business

uary

of Philip
(Kl'ingensmith) Heckman, a grandson
died
Heckman, a pioneer Pennsylvania farmer who
in Armstrong County before his birth, and a member
of a family which originated in Germany and transferred its abiding place to America many years
born in 1812, in Armago. Abraham Heckman was
life was passed
strong County, and there his entire

farming and stockraising. He
intelligence and force of charabilities were recognized by his fel-

in the vocations of

was a man of sound
acter,

and

his

low-citizens on a number of occasions when they
elected him to public positions of trust and reof the poor, township
sponsibility, such as overseer
treasurer and numerous other posts. He took a great
interest in civic affairs and was prominent in his
community as a democratic politician. He died in
in which
1906, in tiie faith of the Lutheran Church,
he had been an active worker. Mr. Heckman married Miss Esther Klingensmith, who was born in
Armstrong County in 1816 and died there in 1901,
and they became the parents of the following children: Gideon, who died in Armstrong County after

a long career passed as a tiller of the soil; Henry,
who, in following the vocation of schoolteacher,
traveled from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and died
at Salem, Oregon; Mary Ann, who is the widow of
Louis DeifTendeifer, a farmer of Indiana County,
Pennsylvania; Peter, who died near the old homestead farm in Armstrong County, Pennsylvania;
A. J., who fought as a soldier during the Civil war,
8ubse(|uently came to Kansas where he was in business with his brother, David, and died at O.-isawotamie, Kan.sas, being buried at Liberty; William,
who was in the real estate business and insurance at
Coffeyvillc and died in February, 1916; David, of

this review; John C, who was identified with steel
his
mills in Pennsylvania for twenty years before
death in .\rnistrong County, Pennsylvania, in 1910;

Catherine, who is the wife of Albert Klingensmith.
a hardware merchant near New Kensington, Pennis the wife of Abraham
sylvania; and Margaret, who
Shutt, now living retired at Leechburg, Pennsylvania, after many years spent in agricultural
pursuits.

David Heckm.an attended the district schools of
Armstrong County, Pennsylvania, and was reared
on his father's farm, on which he resided until

reaching the age of twenty-three years. In 1870
he left the parental roof to seek his fortune in the
\Vest, and arrived in Montgomery County, Kansas,
February 14th of that year when he pre-empted from
the United States Government a property which was
This he
later to become the townsite of Liberty.
subsequently sold, after a short period, to Captains
McTagg.irt "and Herod, and the town was founded
When he disposed of this land, Mr. Heckin 1871.
man went to Crawford County, Kansas, where for
Conditions there,
six years he lived on a farm.
however, were not entirely satisfactory, and on dishe returned
posing of' his property advantageously,
to Liberty, then a full-fledged, growing and proshis father-in-law, he
jierous town. In company with
embarked in the mercantile business, with a stock

From the start the busiof goods worth $2,000.
ness was successful, the ability, good judgment and
foresight of the partners attracting a large volume
of ])atronage and their straightforward dealing and
absolute integrity in all matters holding customers
At one time, during the
that were once made.
earlier days, so great had the business grown that
trade was attracted from a radius of fifteen miles,
and there are still a number of customers who come
in from six miles and even farther to deal with this
old and reliable concern. A three-story building is
floors and le.asand everything is sold from a pin to
a thrashing machine or an automobile. The floors
have a front of 75 feet and a depth of 80 feet, and
the great stock is being constantly rearranged and
renewed so that only up-to-date goods of the best
Throughout his career Mr. Heck(piality are kejit.
man 's name has been synonymous with fair and upright dealing, and this gives him decided prestige
in business circles. While the greater part of his at-

occu|iied, Mr.
ing the third,

Heckman owning two

tention has been centered in his store, he has other
interests, and at the same time has not been neglectful of his duties as a citizen, for he has lent his
which
sujiport to various public-spirited enterprises
have helped Liberty in its growth. He resides in his
own home, located in block 9. Mr. Heckman is a
democrat in political affairs, and fraternally is well
known, belonging to Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge No. 10.5, Liberty, Modern Woodmen of

America Camii No. 96, Liberty; Lodge No. 279, Ancient Order of United W'orkmen, of Coffey ville; the
Rebekahs of Liberty and the Anti-Horse Thief Association, of this city.
Ill 1S74, at Liberty,

Mr. Heckman w-as united in
Barnett, daughter of the
late Edward Barnett, a merchant of this place. Mrs.
Heckman died February 29, 1916, having been the
mother of one child. Myrtle, who died aged eighteen
months and one adopted daughter. True, who married Frank Love, and resides at Winona, Missouri,
where Mr. Love is filling the position of railroad
marriage with Miss

agent.

Emma

KANSAS AND KANSANS
Henry E. Dean came to Kausas in 1885 at the
age of eighteen. Then and for a number of years
afterwards he was a humble worker in the ranks of
the industrial army.
Success did not come to him
like a lightning flash, but as a result of long, steady
and painstaking effort. For the first two years he
was employed on farms in Leavenworth and Franklin counties.
On remo%-iug to Kansas City, Kansas,
in 1887, he found a job as teamster for one of the
packing plants. Making himself known as one who
could be trusted, and diligent in the execution of
his duties, he was given positions in the rising scale
of importance and financial income, and eventually
he became foreman in the curing department of
Sulzberger & Sons packing house.
A boyhood desire to become a lawyer had in the
meantime crystalized into a set and fixed determination, and for several years, in addition to the duties
of the day, he attended night school in the Kansas
City School of Law. From that institution he was
graduated June 10, 1900, and was admitted, to the
Missouri bar and soon afterwards to the Kansas bar.
Even after his admission he felt that it was the
wisest course to continue earning money in the old
routine rather than endure the starvation period
which confronts the average young lawyer while
But iu September, 1900, he
waiting for clients.
'

opened an office in Kansas City, Kansas, and from
that time with the exception of three years has
been continuously engaged in practice. He was first
a member of the firm of Bradbent & Dean, then
Getty, Hutchings & Dean, then Hale & Dean, and
At present Mr. Dean
finally Hale, Dean & Higgins.
is engaged in individual practice with offices in the
's
National
Bank
Mr. Dean is well
People
Building.
grounded in the fundamental principles of law, has
a splendid practice, and both his reputation and
position in the profession are thoroughly assured.
With his growing success as a lawyer Mr. Dean
has become more and more widely known in public
affairs and a's a public leader of demonstrated abilIn 1909 he was elected president of the Wyanity.
dotte County Bar Association.
In 1904 he was
appointed auditor of Wyandotte County by Judge
Moore, and filled that office for four years. When
Kansas City, Kansas, adopted its commission charter, Mr. Dean was elected in 1910 a member of the
first city commission, and was re-elected in
1911,
serving altogether three years and part of the time
as president of the commissiou.
In August, 1913,
Governor Hodges appointed him a member of the
Panama-Pacific International Exposition at San
Francisco and San Diego.
He was made secretary
of this commission and had the general manage-

ment of the Kansas

interests in that great world's

fair.

At

the

dedication

of

the

site

for

the

Kansas

Building in October, 1913, at San Francisco, on the
identical spot where the Twentieth Kansas
Eegiment encamped prior to its departure for the PhilipMr.
Dean
was
chosen
as
the
orator
to
deliver
pines,
the dedicatory address.
It was a notable speech,
and was not only appreciated by the many citizens
of the Sunflower State who were present at the occasion, but was widely read when republished by the
Without attempting to quote
press of the country.
the address as a whole, some sentences should be exthat reveal the intrinsic power of
literary
expression by Mr. Dean, and which also have some

tracted

permanent interest to Kansans.
"Expositions of the past have been reminiscent in
their character, and step by step have recounted the
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achievements of the long ago.
The occasion which
engages our attention today is unique in that it
departs radically from' the celebration of the past

and

theme iu the vital present. Not that
detract one jot from these great world
gatherings of the past, marking, as they have, world
epochs, but our present ceremony is one of the preliminary steps to celebrate a material accomplishment from which are to flow blessings to all people
of the great round world.
And so Kansas comes with no halting step or
blurred vision to participate in this great celebration
which we believe presages these great things for
humanity. But realizing with our backs to the past
and our faces gazing hopefully into the future we
descry shapes and figures which justify the prediction that following fast upon the heels of this marvel
of engineering skill are to come yet social, industrial
and moral changes that will go far toward the relief
of conditions that to the thoughtful are fast becomfinds

its

we would

' '

ing intolerable. And so Kansas comes to you today
iu no spirit of exultation, without bombast, egotism
or boastfulness, hut with a serene confidence in the
future, and believing that we can see through the
Golden Gate the crimson streaks which betoken the
dawn of a new and better day, in the fullness of
which the barriers erected and so long maintained
by selfishness and the wrongful use of power are to
be broken down, and in their stead shall be installed
a reign of progress, justice and equity. And it is
in this spirit that we today in the name of the great
State of Kansas dedicate this spot, rich in its history
of the past and golden with promise for the future. '
Mr. Dean has been a sturdy republican, and in
1916 was nominated by his jjarty for the lower
house of the State Legislature.
He is a member of the Union and Elks clubs of
Kansas City, Kansas, and in Masonry has attained
the supreme thirty-third honorary degree in the
Scottish Rite. He is master of the Lodge of Perfection, and is also affiliated with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. Mr. Dean is a lover of outdoor sports, especially of hunting.
Henry Ezra Dean was born at Cold Springs, Kentucky, August 23, 1867, the fifth in a family of
eleven children.
His parents were Hiram E. and
Matilda (McCollum) Dean, both natives of KenHis father was a prosperous farmer in Kentucky.
tucky and lived there until his death in 1909 at the
age of seventy-nine. The mother is past seventy-five
and is still living at the old home in Cold Springs.
Hiram E. Dean served with credit as a Union soldier
during the Civil war, became a republican upon the
organization of that party, and both he and his wife
were loyal Baptists. It was on the old home farm
in Kentucky that Henry E. Dean spent his early
years and gained his education in the district schools.
Being without means to carry on his ambitious plans
for a professional career, he came out to Kansas
and put in the many years of hard work on farm
and in packing plants until he was able to realize his
early dreams.
On October 11, 1893, he married Miss Jennie B.
Bown, daughter of William T. and Nancy J. (Johnson) Bown, who came from New Albany, Indiana,
to Kansas City, Kansas.
Mr. and Mrs. Dean have
three children: Helen, who died when six and a half
years of age; and Harry E., and John Bussell.
'

Dunham

O. Munson, M. D., is one of the leading
He has practiced
specialists of Southeastern Kansas.
at Pittsburg upwards of twenty years, and whUe the
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his prnctice was devoted to general
medicine and surgery, for the past five years he has
given his time exclusively to 'the diseases of the eye,
ear, nose and throat.
He is a man of splendid attainments in his profes-

earlier part of

sion and undoul)tedly inherits much from his fine old
American ancestry. He was born at Brockport, New
York, June 27, 1859, but a part of his early life was
He attended the public
spent in Ontario, Canada.
school and high school at Bowmanville in Ontario,
was graduated from high school in 1879 and then
removed to Detroit, Michigan, where he spent a number of years as bookkce|ier with a music house. He
had a long and varied business career before entering
his profession.
For four years Doctor Munson was
in the real estate business at Denver, Colorado.
He
had long cherished an ambition to enter the field of
and
removed
to St. Louis and became
medicine,
finally
a student in the Marion-Sims College of Medicine,
now the medical department of St. Louis University.
He was graduated there M. D. in 1896. In the past

twenty years Doctor Munson has been continuously
a student and a close follower of every advance made
in his special line of practice.
After beginning
private practice at St. Louis in 1896, he has taken
work
in
the
post-graduate
Chicago Policlinic, the
Illinois Eye, Kar, Nose and Throat Infirmary, the
Nose
and
Throat College, and also
Chicago Eye, Ear,
in the St. Louis University and the various hospitals
and clinics there.
Doctor Munson practiced in St. Louis until 1898,
in which year he removed to Pittsburg, Kansas.
During 1900-02 he also practiced at Cherokee. For
about twelve years he looked after a general medical
and surgical practice, but has been an exclusive specialist for the past five years.
His oiBces are in the
Globe Building at Pittsburg.
For two years Doctor Munson served as county
health
years,

officer, was city physician of Pittsburg three
and during his residence at Cherokee was rail-

road surgeon for the Frisco, served as mayor of that
town and as president of the school board. He is
affiliated with Girard Lodge of the Masons, Cherokee
Chapter Royal Arch Masons, and Palestine Commandery No. 28 Knights Templars at Girard. His church
membership is in the Episcopal denomination. He
is an active member of the Crawford County and
the State Medical Society and belongs to the Pitts-

burg Country Club.
In 1889 at Greeley, Colorado, Doctor Munson married Miss Magdalene Begert.
Her father Jacob
Begert, who died at Medicine Lodge, Kansas, in
a
was
1914,
farmer, and his wife now resides in New
Sharon, Iowa. The Begert family came to America
about 18.56 from the vicinity of Lake Luzerne and
Berne, Switzerland. They settled in Brockport, New
York, where Mrs. Munson was born April 7, 1867.
Mrs. Munson is an active member of the State
Federation of Women 's Clubs.
Doctor and Mrs.
Munson have one son, Herbert Edwin, who was born

November 6, 1896, is a graduate of the Pittsburg High School, and is now a sophomore in the School of Journalism at the Missouri
State University.
By reason of his descent from a line of very
prominent and patriotic American ancestors Doctor
Munson has membership in the Sons of the American
Revolution, the Order of Washington, the Society of
Colonial Wars and the Founders and Patriots of
.\mcrica.
Eligibility to membership in the order of
Founders and Patriots of America is based upon the
following qualifications: Twenty-one years of age, of
in Chillicothe, Illinois,

good moral character and reputation, a citizen of the
United States, and one who is lineally descended in
the male line of either parents from an ancestor who
settled in any of the colonies now included in the
United States of America prior to May 13, 1657,
and one or all of whose intermediate ancestors in the
same line, living during the period of the Revolution from 1775 to 1783 adhered as patriots to the
cause of the colonies. Doctor Munson is also deputy
vice commander for Kansas of the Order of WashA candidate for membership in this order
ington.
must have descended in the male or female line from
a male ancestor who assisted the colonies in obtaining independence, and the revolutionary ancestor
must have descended in the direct male line from an
ancestor who was in the colonies prior to 1750 and
who or whose son held at some time an official position during the colonial period or was the founder
of a town or was in the military or naval service,
or was a minister of tlio gospel.
Probably few
persons understand what the qualifications for membership in these various orders are, and it will
therefore be of special interest to trace Doctor

Munson
I.

's

ancestry.

Capt.

Munsons

Thomas Munson,

the ancestor of all the

United States, was born in 1612 and
1685.
He came from England, and in 1637
was one of the forty-two men of Hartford, Connecticut, who served under Captain Mason in the Pequot
Indian war. He was of New Haven, where he signed
in the

died in

the Fundamental Agreement in 1639.
He was lieutenant in 1664-76, served under Captain Treat in the
King Phillip war; was captain in 1676 of the New
Haven Militia. Captain Thomas was elected to the
Plantation Court in 1662.
He was foreman of the
first grand jury empaneled in New Haven;
also a
member of the Supreme Court of Appeals. In 1666
he was elected deputy to the General Assembly, serving in this capacity for twenty-four sessions.
II. Samuel Munson, born August 7, 1643, according
to the New Haven First Church record, was married
according to the town record October 26, 1665, to
Martha, daughter of William and Alice (Pritchard)
Bradley. Samuel died in 1693 in Wailingford, Connecticut.
He was deputy from New Haven to the
General Court of Connect"icut, 1665, 1678, 1680, 1683.
Samuel Munson with thirty-eight others of New
Haven founded Wailingford, Connecticut. The General Court of Hartford on May 12, 1669, "doe grant
'
liberty to make a village on the East River.
Among
the names signed to the agreement appear those of
Samuel Munson, Thomas Yale, Thomas Curtis, Samuel Peck and John Peck, Joseph Benham, John
Brockctt and Nathaniel How.
record of the General Court October 19, 1675, reads: "This court
Munson cnsigne Wailingford
confirms
Samuel
'

A

Traine Band."
III.

Samuel Munson, born February

28,

1669, at

Wailingford, Connecticut, married Martha
She died January 7, 1707. He married the widow of
Caleb Merriman, daughter of Elinsaph Preston.
She died November 28, 1755. Samuel died November
He
23, 1741, aged seventy-three, at Wailingford.
was town clerk at Wailingford twenty-nine years. In
October, 1712, the General Court divided the Traine
Band of Wailingford, "Samuel Munson to be ensigne of the west company of Traine Band."
IV. William Munson, 'born October 13, 1695, at
Wailingford, Connecticut, married Rebecca, daughter
of Thomas Curtis of Wailingford.
William died
Thomas
July 21, 1773, at Waterbury, Connecticut.
Curtis, whose daughter Rebecca married William
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in 1648, died in 1736 was ensigne
Wallingford Traine Band 1704, and original proprietor and signer of the Covenant 1669; deputy colonial

Munson, was born

legislature 1689,
treasurer, 1686.

;

1714,

1717; constable 1681; town
Curtis married Mary Mer-

Thomas

riman of Wallingford June 9, 1674-5. She was born
in New Haven in 1657 and died in Wallingford.
John Curtis, father of Thomas, was born in Nazing,
Essex County, England, in 1611, died in Stratford,
He married
Connecticut, 1707, aged ninety-six.
Elizabeth Welles,

March

9,

1681-2.

who died in Stratford, Connecticut,
John Curtis was a soldier in King

He
Phillip's war and attained the rank of ensign.
was one of the original patentees of Stratford, Connecticut, and in the patent was called "Sergeant
John Curtis."
V. William Munson, born July 5, 1731, at Wallingford, Connecticut, married Sarah, daughter of Isaac
He died
Griggs, WaUiugford, February 28, 1753.
May 26, 1815. His wife died October 7, 1806, at
Waterbury, Connecticut. William served in the RevoHe enlisted May 26,
lutionary war as a private.

1777, in Capt. David Smith's Company, Connecticut Battalion, served three years, discharged May
26, 1780, as a private from Maj. David Smith's
Company, Eighth Connecticut Eegimeiit, Col. Isaac

Sherman.
VI. Elisha Munson, born October 10, 1756, at
Waterbury, Connecticut, married September 3, 1783,
Mabel Homeston, daughter of Joy Homeston (HumeElisha died in 1835 at Prospect, Connectistone).
Elisha enlisted with his father William on the
cut.
same day and in the same company and was discharged on the same day and in the same company.
The battles engaged in were Harlem, Germantown
and Monmouth. Elisha was pensioned. Both these
patriots were with Washington at Valley Forge.
VII. Limus Joy Munson, grandfather of Doctor

Munson of Pittsburg, who therefore represents the
ninth generation of the family in America, was born
at Prospect, Connecticut, in 1800. In 1821 in Canton,
New York, he married Lorene Weller. She was born
in Canton in 1800, and died in Cobourg, Ontario,
Canada, in 1876. Limus J. Munson, who was a carriage manufacturer, died at Cobourg, Canada, in
1835.
VIII. David Ezra Munson, father of Doctor Munson, was born at Prospect, Connecticut, in 1832. He
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respect, and an endeavor is instinctively
to retrace the history of the subject of our
interest to its or his beginning.
The first things of
fifty or sixty years ago are frequently difficult to
ascertain, because of the death or removal of the

ordinary

made

actors and the absence of authentic records concernBut occasionally the chronicler has the
ing them.
rare privilege of coming into personal contact with
one who has lived through the period of the beginning
of things, and who still remains as an active factor
in the life of the community.
In this connection
interest centers in Stephen E. Beach, of Chanute, a
resident of Neosho County since 1859, and a witness
of the wonderful development of the county since
that time.
Mr. Beach is a native of New England, having
been born at Wallingford, Connecticut, November 25,

1837, his parents being Nathan and Lucy (Pierpont)
Beach. He is a member of a family which traces its
ancestry directly to one of the Pilgrims, John Beach,
who was born in 1618, was at New Haven in 1643,
was married in 1650, was at Stratford in 1650, signed
the Wallingford Loan Contract in 1670, and is spoken
of as deceased in 1680. While at New Haven he was
fined five pounds for carelessly felling a tree whereby
the cow of one George Smith was killed.
John
Beach 's son, Thomas, was born in 1650 Thomas son,
Nathan, was born August 8, 1692; and the latter 's
Steven
son, William, was born November 18, 1716.
Beach, the son of William, was born October 25, 1760,
and died November 17, 1821. He married Miriam
Parker who was born July 26, 1753, and died June
Jason Beach, son of Steven and Miriam,
25, 1823.
and grandfather of Stephen E. Beach, was horn December 27, 1775, and died at Wallingford, ConnectiHe married Susannah Hotchklss,
cut, May 28, 1830.
April 17, 1800, she born November 12, 1777, and died
October 25, 1847.
Mr. Beach followed farming
throughout his life. The children of Jason and Sarah
Beach were:
Lucy, born January 29, 1801, died
June 29, 1801; William, born May 26, 1802, died
October 2, 1853; Roger N. born February 12, 1804,
died August 1, 1831
Norman, born March 17, 1806,
deceased; Susan, born November 19, 1808, deceased;
Lucy, born November 19, 1808, died September 11,
1868; Nathan, born May 17, 1811, died October 3,
1882; and Eliza A. born February 10, 1816, died in
'

;

;

1908.

spent his early life in Prospect, and in Cobourg,
He also
Ontario, and in Rochester, New York.
became a carriage manufacturer, and followed that
business largely in Canada and died at Gault, Ontario,
in 1888. He was a member of the Methodist Church
and a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason. In
1856 he married Amy Oekerman, who was born in
Belleville, Ontario, in 1834, and is now living at the
age of eighty-two in California. Her children were

Nathan Beach, father of Stephen E. Beach, was
born at Wallingford, Connecticut, May 17, 1811, followed farming all his life there, and died October 3,
1882. He married Lucy Pierjiont, who, like her husband, was a member of an old and honored New England family, and they became the parents of four children, as follows: Joel, who during a long career was
engaged in farming, merchandising and the manufac-

number, the older being Doctor Munson. The
daughter Frances A. lives in Los Angeles, California,
and is the widow of the late Charles Lypps, who was
an oil operator and was killed in an automobile
accident in Los Angeles May 19, 1913.

Haven, Connecticut Stephen E. Zerah, who resides
on the old home farm at Wallingford, Connecticut,
where he has an extensive peach orchard and Esther,

two

in

Stephen E. Beach. In searching for the facts of
history concerning any community, the mind of the
chronicler turns naturally to the first things or the
initial work accomplished in the formation of that
community into a social and political body. An interest always attaches to the^e first things which is not
to be found in anything else historic, and when there
has been found the first settler, or the first house, or
the first institution, it is looked upon with more than

ture of STioons, and

is
;

now

a retired resident of

New

;

;

who

the wife of Rienzi Stone, of Wallingford, Connecticut, a retired farmer with a Large income derived
from his rentals and investments.
Steplien E. Beach passed his boyhood on the home
farm, and was afforded excellent educational advantages in one of the best literary institutions of Connecticut.
Shortly after reaching his majority, he
responded to the call of the West by joining some
neifhborhood youths in a trip to the Rock'cs, which
venture resulted in his final settlement and residence
is

In 1859 he came to what is now Neosho
in Kansas.
County, where, after more than half a century has
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passed, he is still an active spirit iu the life of the
His first experience with the frontier
coinmuuity.
began at Kansas City, upon his arrival there from
St. Louis by boat, iu company with Ehner Johnson,
an eastern friend. Their objective iioiut had originally been Leavenworth, Kansas, but abandoned their
original intention u|)on reaching Kansas City, and,
instead, purchased a horse and light wagon and started
across the plains for Denver, Colorado, in company

Also making
with a caravan.
Messrs. Beach and Johnson was

who joined them

at

the

journey

with

Sam Purdy, a youth
Kansas City. When well out on

the Arkansas River, they left tlie
caravan and drove on alone, intending to make a
camping ground in advance of their erstwhile comWhile young Beach and a companion were
rades.
exploring the bluffs for game, keeping their wagon
in sight, however, they came to a high 'point overlooking the river, and were dismayed and disconcerted
to see their wagon surrounded by Indians, the whole
party retreating from the direction of the two young
men and the horse on a trot, a gait that was a usual
sign of danger on the plains. The two footmen broke
directly for their wagon and decided to give battle
when discovered, if it came to the worst. As was expected, a few of the Indians approached, but every
time young Beach raised his rifle to shoot, they would
yell and make signs and motions for him not to do so.
The young men were undecided whether these gesticulations were for a friendly purpose or designed to
entrap them alive, but as they did not harm the Indians the adventure ended with no more serious consequences to the young men than a marked reduction
iu their supply of sugar and other articles comprising
their commissary. They joined the ox train from there
the

plains, near

on to Pikes Peak.
Eventually the little party reached Pikes Peak, but
found the country overrun with gold-seekers and settlers, and, as nothing encouraging presented itself, the
"one liorse tourists" struck the trail for LeavenOn their arrival there Mr. Beach and his
worth.
partner opened a grocery store, which they conducted
for two montlis. Then, loading their stock of goods
into two wagons, they moved into what is now Neosho
County, where together they established a grocery
business at Osage City, later called Rogers' Mills.
This was the initial step in a career that from that
time to the pre.sent writing has been idenified with
the formation, development and growth of that community as a social and political organization. Thereafter the supplies for the store were obtained at Kansas City, which point Mr. Beach visited as frequently
as he needed poods or as was necessary as a freighter
for others.
The store not proving very profitable,
however, he gave it up for other pursuits and purchased his first claim on Beach Creek, which was
named in his honor as the first settler upon its banks.
This quarter-section he abandoned in ,186.'), and settled on another tract, bordering on the Neosho River,
At
which tract he deeded, proved and still owns.
this time he possesses 240 acres of farming land, his
own residence at No. 801 West Main Street, Chanute,
acres directly opposite his residence in the heart
of the city, another dwellinsr at No. 512 West Third
Street, Chanute, and a dwelling and two vacant lots
at Colony, Kansas.
Mr. Beach early engaged in the cattle business, and
in partnership with Benjamin M. Smith, another p'Oneer, rrazed cattle all over the site of what is now
Chanute, the partners having for the salting grounds
for their herd that portion which now forms the cenMr. Beach removed his family to
ter of the city.
5V-2

Chanute in 1885 in order to secure better educational
advantages for his children. In later years he was

with the Bank of Commerce of Chanute,
president for two years, and is still a stock-

identified

was

its

holder therein.
During the Civil war Mr. Beach was a member of
the Kansas State Militia and was commissioned ensign by Governor Robinson and third lieutenant by
Governor Carney,
lie was commissioned by Governor Carney a member of Neosho County's first
board of commissioners and at the first election called
by this board and the county clerk, Mr. Beach was
elected su])erinteudent of public instruction for Neosho County, in which capacity he served two years.
The first man elected to the office of county treasurer
declined to serve, whereupon Mr. Beach was api)ointed
to that office, and by appointment and election continued to fill it for five years. He served as trustee of
Tioga Township for four years and has also served
as a justice of the peace in that township.
He was
one of the townsite company which established the
Town of Chanute, and it was largely through his
efforts that the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad located a station at the junction of that road
with the Missouri, Kansas and Texas line.
Mr. Beach has always cast his ballot in accord
with his convictions.
The Pierponts, his mother's
])eople, were whigs, and the Beach family, although
not partisan, have inclined to support the principles
of the democratic party.
Mr. Beach cast his first
presidential vote for a republican and remained with
that party until 1872, when he voted for Horace
Since then he has been identified with no
Greeley.
As
party in particular, voting as an independent.
an independent candidate he was elected mayor of
Chanute in April, 1911, by a majority of 676 votes in
a republican city. This may be taken as an expression
of the high esteem in which he is held in that city,
where throughout a long, busy and useful career he
has ever been known as a man loyal to truth, honor
right, one whose self respect, probity and integMr. Beach is a
rity have controlled his every act.
thirty-second degree, Scottish Rite Mason, and belongs to Cedar Lodge No. 103,- Ancient Free and

and

Accepted Masons; Chanute Chapter No. 21, Royal
Arch Masons; and Clianute Commandery No. 44,
Knight Templars, and has been master of his lodge
and high priest of his chapter. He also holds memliership in Clianute Lodge No. 96, Ancient Order of
United Workmen. He has long been a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he is now serving as a trustee.
Mr. Beach 's first wife was a Miss Sarah Sinclair,
whom he wedded February 17, 1862, and who died
August 31, 1865, without issue. On March 11. 1866,
Mr. Beach was united in marriage with Miss Tressa
Burch, who died February 21, 1871. Three sons were
born to this union; Elmer, who died May 22, 18S8;
Charles, an engineer at the cement plant at Tola, Kansas, who married Nellie McKeever; and Harvey E.,
who has inherited the wanderlust, probably from his
father, served a number of years on a revenue cutter in Pugct Sound, has taken a whaling voyage up
toward the North Polo, and is now a resident of
On August 3, 1873, Mr. Beach married
California.
his third wife, Marv A. Brooks, who died without

On December 24, 1874, Mr.
issue, March 2, 1874.
Beach married Miss Sarah Stanfield, and to this union
there were born three dnushters and one son: Leona,
a graduate of Chanute Hich School, and valedictorian
of her class of twelve students, married Dr. .Johannes
Rudbeck, a practicing physician and Burgeon of
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Kansas; Sylvia E., a graduate of the
Chanute High School, where she was valedictorian
Seneca,

attended
graduates,
eighteen
School at Emporia, Kansas,
and taught for several years in the Clianute public
a
schools prior to her marriage to W. E. Wilson,
Eunice D., who died
clothing merchant of Chanute;
of the Chanute High
youno-; and Don C, a graduate
Baldwin University, and
School, who later attended
now a resident and prominent young business man of
for the MisChanute, where he is district manager
of
the

of
class
her
State Normal

souri,

Kansas and Texas Telephone Company.

Flotd B. McBride, M. D. Among the young and
enthusiastic professional element of Montgomery
within the
County is found Ford B. McBride, who,
a
short space of seven years, has built up at Liberty
medical and surgical practice as gratifying perThe fearless,
sonally as it is successful financially.
of the twentieth century noquestioning attitude
where is more strikingly apparent than among the
of medical science. The tendency of the
exponents

above all things,
latter-day physician is to avoid,
too ready dependhasty jumping at conclusions or
ence upon formulae, a tendency that is rapidly dethe
stroying ancient delusions and thereby placing
health of the nation in the hands of reasoners and
Doctor McBride
independent thinkers. In this class
undoubtedly belongs.
Ford B. McBride was born July 22, 1882, at Sul'iand Lena (Godvan, Indiana, and is a son of T. P.
win) McBride. The family is of Scotch -Irish origin
in New
and, probably in colonial "days, first settled
The grandfather
.Tersey upon "coming to America.
of Doctor McBride, William McBride, was born in
man1832, in New Jersey, where he was reared to
hood, moved then to Ohio, where he was married, and
was a pioneer into Sullivan County, Indiana. A
cabinet maker by vocation, he followed his trade in
ail these states, and during the Civil war served the
Union as an ensineer, being a member of the Missouri branch of that service. In his declining years
he moved to IlHnois, and there his death occurred
at Danville, in 1908. Mr. McBride was a sturdy pioneer, who combined in his character the sterling
qualities of his Scotch and Irish forebpars, and
whose courage and industry were matched by his
rugged honesty and fair dealing which caused him to
be a good citizen and won for him the respect of hia
fellows.
He was married twice, and by his first
wife had a number of children, of whom t'TPP are
still livin?: Aenes, who is the wife of Mr. Schneller,
of Paris. Illinois, a veteran of the Civil war; T. P.;
and Charles, who is a tonsorialist of Paris, Illinois.
He also had several children by his second marriage, and of these three are living: .Tames, who is
a barber shop proprietor of St. Louis, Missouri;
Florence, who is married and resides at St. Louis,
Missouri; and Maude, vvho is married and resides at
Sullivan, Indiana.
T. P. McBride was born in 1S58, at Coshocton,
Ohio, and was reared in Ohio, where he resided until
young manhood then going with his parents to Sullivan, Indiana. For many years he has been engased
in the furniture and undertaking business at Sulli-

van, and has won his own way from small beginnings until he is considered one of the substantial
men of this city. He is a republican politically, but
not an ofiice seeker, is a faithful member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, as is also his wife,
and belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias. Mr. McBride
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has been a prominent factor in assisting in the development of his city, and is accounted an honorable
and straightforward man of business. He was married at Sullivan, to Miss Lena Godwin, who was
born in 1860, in Sullivan County, and they became
the parents of only one child: Ford B.
Ford B. McBride received his early education in
the public schools of Sullivan and graduated from
the higli school there in 1901. In that year he went
to Indianapolis, where for one year he worked for
the Laycock Manufacturing Company, but he had
not given up his early desire for a career in the
medical profession, and in 1902 entered the medical
department of the Indiana University, Indianapolis.
There he pursued a full course, helping to pay his
own tuition, and in 1906 was graduated with the
degree of Doctor of Medicine. To further prepare
himself for the practice of his chosen calling, he
served 2^^ years in the National Military Home, at
Marion, Indiana, being an interne for one year and
assistant surgeon for l^o years, and at the end of
that time returned to Sullivan and entered practice.
His experience there, however, was of short duration,
for in the spring of 1909, feeling that the West
better opportunities for the young and
struggling medical man, he came to Liberty, Kansas, and this city has since been his field of operation.
He now has an excellent general practice in
both medicine and surgery, built up by a display of
superior skill, broad learning and a natural sympathy for suffering humanity. He owns a res'dence
on Second Street, as well as an office building on
Main Street, and is rapidly approaching that miterial success which his abilities deserve, his professional position being already established.
He has
continued to be a close and careful student, and
keeps fully abreast of the various advancements
being made in medicine and surgery by holding
membersliip in the Montgomery County Medical Society, the Kansas State Medical Society, the Southeastern Medical Society and the American Medical
Association.
Politically a republican, he has not
been a seeker for public honors, his interest in
matters political being confined to an endeavor to
elect good men to hold public office and enact good
laws for the government of the community. His
fraternal connections include membership in Lberty
offered

Lodge No. 12.3, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons
and Chcrryvale Lodge No. 989, of the Benevolent

and Protective Order of Elks.
In 1911, at Cherryvale, Kansas, Doctor McBride
was married to Miss Iva Witham, of that city,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Witham, the latter
of whom is deceased. Mr. Witham, who for
many
j-ears was engaged in extensive agricultural pursuits, is now making his home at No. 825 East Fifth
Street, Cherryvale, being retired from active affairs.
Doctor and Mrs. McBride have no children.
Gen. Dudley Emerson Cornell. The career of
the late Gen. Dudley Emerson Cornell was one characterized by participation in various lines of endeavor and experiences of an interesting and extraordinary character; by faithful devotion to the duties
and responsibilities of both peace and war; by success in business; and by a high tjrpe of
citizenship
that won to him the friendship and esteem of men
in all walks of life.
From 1866 until his death, in
1911, he was a resident of Kansas, and during this
time was not only widely known in business circles
as a man of sound ability and broad knowledge, but
as a public ofiScial whose labors were always directed
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in behalf of the welfare of his

commuuity and

its

General Cornell was born on a farm near Wilton,
Saratoga County, New York, January 15, 1837, being
one of the four children of Mcrritt I. and Mercy

W. (Howard)

Cornell,

natives respectively

of

New

He

belonged to one of America's oldest and most liighly honored families, having been a descendant from Thomas Cornell, a native
of England who, in 1G.!8, to escape religious persecution, left that country and emigrated to the new
land across the waters, here joining the colony of
Roger Williams, wliioh had been established two
He continued to woryears before at Providence.
ship as a Quaker during the rest of his life. Thomas
Cornell became one of the large landholders of his
day and locality, and in 1640 founded the homestead
on Narragansctt Bay, which is still held in the
In 1642 he migrated to New
family possession.
Amsterdam, and in 1646 was granted a tract of land
by Governor Kieft which is now known as Cornell's
Neck. Thomas Cornell was the father of five sons
and five daughters, one of the descendants of whom,
a distant relative of General Cornell, was the late
Ezra Cornell, whose great donations made possible
the founding of Cornell College, one of the greatest
in the country today.
Merritt I. Cornell, the father of General Cornell,
was born in Washington County, New York, and
married Mercy W. Howard, a native of Shaftsbury,
Vermont, and a sister of United States Senator
Howard, who served in that body for a number of
Mr. Coryears as a representative from Michigan.

York and Vermont.

in 1883, and his widdow in 1881,
their four children are also deceased. In the
nell died

and all
Empire

Cornell was a farmer and school
of some importance in public
affairs, serving as county superintendent of schools
and county commissioner for several terms. During
the clo.sing years of his life he made his home with
his son, Dudley E., and was residing with him at
He was originally a whig
the time of his death.
State,

teacher

to which he

had been appointed by Governor John

P. St. John.

people.

Merritt
and a

I.

man

and later a republican in politics.
Dudley Emerson Cornell, of the eighth generation
of the family in America, received his early educational training in the public schools of his native
Rensselaer
at
matriculating
subsequently
place,
Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York, from which
In
institution he was graduated as a civil engineer.
1856 and 1857 he fellowcd his profession in Wisconsin, where he was identified with the Milwaukee &
Mississippi Railroad, between Madison and the Mississippi River, this line now being a part of the

The year
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul system.
1858 saw Mr. Cornell one of a party of gold-seekers
journeying to California by way of the Isthmus of
Panama, and after his arrival in the Golden State
he continued to be engaged as a civil and mining
engineer until 1860.
Returning in that year to New
York, at the outtjreak of the Civil war he enlisted
for a short time in the Seventh New York Cavalry,
better known as the "Northern Black Horse Cavalry," but at the exjiiration of his terra, at Iloosic,
New York, raised Company A, of the One Hundred
Twenty-fifth Regiment, New York Volunteer InfanHe was
try, of which ho was commissioned captain.
presented a handsome sword by the citizens of
He had a brilliant miliHoosic, in August, 1862.
.

tary record, and at the close of the war was serving
on the staff of Gen. Rufus Saxton and later held the
rank of major-general in the Kansas State Militia

In 1866 General Cornell again decided to try his
in the West, and in that year came to
Kansas and located in Wyandotte County. His former railroad experience and his knowledge of civil
engineering gained him a position with the Eastern Division of the Union Pacific Railway, his first
title being that of clerk in the general passenger and
ticket office.
He was promoted to chief clerk in
that office, and in 1876, after the road had become
an indejicndent line, known as the Kansas Pacific,
he was made general passenger agent, a position
which he maintained until the consolidation of the
Kansas Pacific and the Union Pacific. In 1889 he
retired from active business affairs and in 1894
went to live at his country home, "Highland Farm,"
near Bonner Springs, Wyandotte. One of the leadfortunes

ing republicans of his day, he served as mayor of

Wyandotte, now Kansas City, in 1883, and was again
elected mayor of Kansas City in 1907 and 1908. In
1902 he accepted the nomination of his party for the
office of county treasurer and was elected by a large
majority and re-elected in 1904, serving until 1906.
His public service was an excellent one.
General
Cornell was a man of business who took advantage
of every fair opportunity, but his dealings were
always above board, and he was always ready to
help the less fortunate and to contribute to every
laudable enterprise.
On October 13, 1868, General Cornell was united
in marriage with Miss Annie M. Speck a native of
Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Dr. Frederick and
Adelaide (Dennis) Speck. To this union there were
born six children, namely: Frederick Dudley, who
is a well known real estate man of Lincoln, Nebraska;
Dr. Howard Merritt, a practicing physician of Las
Cruces, New Mexico; Adelaide Marion, who is the
wife of Prof. Ernest Blaker, of Cornell University;
Dudley Emerson, Jr., who died at the age of two
years: Grace, who is the wife of Capt. Fred Bugbee, U. S. A., at present stationed in the Canal
Zone; and George Stewart, who is engaged in the
insurance business.
Dr. Frederick Speck, the father of Mrs. Cornell,
was an old and honored physician of Kansas City.
He was born at Carlisle, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, November 24, 1818, his parents being Dr.
.Joseph and Mary (Motter) Speck, also n.atives of
that place.
His paternal grandparents were Frederick and Barbara (Musselman) Speck, who were
born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and the
first paternal ancestor to settle in America was a
Hollander, the mother's ancestor being a German.
The parents of Doctor Sjjcek had three children, of
whom he was the eldest child and only son. The
mother died in 1838 and his father subsequently married Elizabeth Hollenback, by whom he reared a
family of six children, all of whom arc now deceased.
The father's death occurred April 3, 1875, at K.ansas
City, Kansas, in which city ho had located in 1857.
He was a graduate of Dickinson College, Carlisle,
Pennsylvania, and of the Baltimore Medical College,
and practiced his profession for over forty years,
during two years of which time he was a surgeon in
the Union army during the Civil war.
Dr. Frederick Speck spent his early life in his
native place and received his literary education at
Dickinson College, from which his father had graduated many years before.
His first knowledge of
medicine was acquired under the preceptorship of
the elder man, and when still in early manhood, he
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completed a course at Franklin Medical College,
Philadelphia, being graduated therefrom with the
class of 1847.
Doctor Speck began the practice of
his beloved calling at Fremont, Schuylkill County,
Pennsylvania, but after five years there and a similar length of time spent at Selin 's Grove, Snyder
County, that state, he came to the West and took
up his home at Kansas City, Kansas, where he continued in active practice right up to the time of
his death, September 16, 1893.
For forty-six years
he has been a devotee of the healing art and during
thirty-six years of this time has resided at Kansas
City, where he was widely known socially and professionally and was greatly beloved by those who
had been attracted to him by his many excellencies
of mind and heart. Doctor Speck and his wife had
come to the West in June, 1857, on the boat Edin.

burgh from St. Louis to Wyandotte.
Doctor Speck was married June 8, 1848, to Miss
Adelaide M. Dennis, who accompanied him to the
West and died here March 8, 1882, leaving four children: Annie M., Mary C, Joseph B. and Richard D.
On December 31, 1885, the doctor married Mrs.
Frances L. Battles, a daughter of Hon. Marsh Giddings, former governor of New Mexico, and widow
of Augustus S. Battles, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Doctor and Mrs. Speck were members of
the Episcopal Church, and he was the first vestryman of the First Episcopal Church of Kansas City.
A prominent Odd Fellow, he was honored with the
rank of grand master and grand chief patriarch of
the state, and grand representative to the grand
lodge of the United States at Baltimore, Maryland,
in 1873, and at Atlanta, Georgia, in 1874.
He was
also a member of the Masonic and Knights of
Pythias
a stanch republican, he
Politically
served four terms as mayor of Kansas City and several terms as a member of the council, and his
public services included numerous other
helpful activities.
For ten years he was pension examiner, and
was a member of the board that built the Blind
Asylum, served as one of its trustees for several
years, and was its physician from the time of its
inception until his death. Professionally, as in every
other way, his standing was excellent, and he was
one of the most honored among the members of the
Kansas State Medical Society and the American
Medical Association. His friendships included some
of the most prominent men of his day.
His home
life was beautiful.
In his death Kansas City lost
its most useful and most
greatly beloved man.
Mrs. Cornell is a leading figure in social and club
circles of Kanusas City.
For two years she was
regent of James Ross Chapter, Daughters of the
American Revolution, and organized and was president for four years of the United States Daughters
of 1812 for the State of Kansas.
She is a charter
member of the Social Science Club, which was organized in 1881, and a life member of the Kansas
State Historical Society.
She takes an active part
in the various activities of the
Episcopal Church,
of which she has been a member for
fifty years.
fraternities.

Egbert Burns Gibb, M. D. As a surgeon one of
the foremost in Kansas in point of
ability and prestige
is Dr. R. R. Gibb of
Doctor Gibb is still
Pittsburg.
a young man, not yet forty, yet has had the
experience
and training which have matured his unusual natural
gifts and his reputation and position are now well
assured.
Coming to Kansas after he had completed his
medical course. Doctor Gibb was born at
Fairbury.
He is of Scotch ancestrj
Illinois, December 15, 1878.
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His grandfather John Gibb was born in
Chapel HaU
SCO and, in 1812. He was in the
coal business in'
Scotland for many years and
coming to this country
in 1846 located at
Lonaconing, Maryland, and afterwards moved to Fairbury, Illinois. He
was a well
known coal operator, and his relations
with that
business finally brought him to
Pittsburg, Kansas
where he died in 1898. He married Jeannette
Stevenson who was born at
Chapel Hall, Scotland, in 1812
and died in Woodson
County, Kansas, in 1890
John Gibb, Jr., father of Doctor
Gibb, was borh in
Scotland m 1840, and was
brought to America at
the age of six years. He
spent his early life at
Lonaconing Allegany County, Maryland, and also at
At Fairbury he became identified
J-airbury, Illinois.
with the coal
business, and in 1882 removed to Miles
C:ty, Montana, where he still resides.
He has been
very prominent in civic and political affairs in Miles
City, being a republican.
For four years he served
as sheriff of Custer
County, Montana, represented his
district one term in the
legislature and has attended

many

county, state and national conventions of his
He is a Mason and a member of the order of
John Gibb married Anna R.
Ireland, who was
born in La Salle, Illinois, in 1842. Their
children are
John !•., who IS associated with a
leading newspaper
at Miles City,
Montana; William, who is a graduate
of the Louisville,
Kentucky, College of Dentistry
and 13 now practicing his
profession at Miles City
party.
ilks.

Daisy married James Campbell, assistant superintendent in the smelter at Great
and
FaUs, Montana;, <*
«
Doctor R. B. Gibb.
Taken to Montana when about five
of
years
age
Doctor Gibb attended the public schools of Miles
and spent two years in a high school there. He City
then
entered the medical department of the Central University of Kentucky, from ^hich he was graduated
Doctor of Medicine June 28, 1900. He received the
highest honors in his class and also individual honors
in surgery and diseases of women.
Even while in the
university his promising career in the field of surgery
was definitely anticipated. By
competitive examination he won an
interneship in the City Hospital of
Louisvalle, and had that special advantage for one
year before beginning practice.
For the past fifteen years Doctor Gibb has
accepted
every opportunity to observe and study the best
methods of surgery and to associate with the leaders

m

that field.
In 1909 he spent a year
abroad, visiting
hospitals and clinics in many of the
leading medical
centers, especially Vienna, Berlin, Paris,
Budapest,

Glasgow and London. He has taken post-graduate
work with the Mayos at Rochester, Minnesota, in the
New York Post-Graduate School and has attended
climes in Philadelphia, Boston and Cleveland.
Towards the close of 1900 Doctor Gibb located at
Pittsburg and began a general practice. For the last
ten yenrs, however, he has
specialized in surgery and
diagnosis and in those departments he has few
peers

in southeastern Kansas.

H'S

oflSces

are in the Kirk-

wood Building at Seventh Street and
Broadway.
Doctor Gibb is a member of the
Pittsburg, the
Crawford County, the Kansas State and the Southeastern Medical societies, the American Medical
Association, the International Surgeons Society of
Rochester. Minnesota, and belongs to the Clinical
Surgical Society of America. Membership in this last
named organization is one especially prized by American surgeons.
To qualify for election as a member
formerly it was necessary to contribute some original
device, discovery or paper to the science of surgery.
Membership in that society also makes Doctor Gibb
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He is a
the American Collece of Surgeons.
republican in politics and fraternallv is identified with
Pittsburg Lodge No. 187, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, Pittsburg Chapter No. 58 Royal Arch Masons,
Pittsburg Comniandery No. 29 Kniglits Templar, and
M'rzah Temple of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at

eligrible to

Pittsburg.
In 190.S

in Kansas City, Missouri, Doctor Gibb
married Miss Ray N. Kirkwood, a daughter of the
late Archibald B. Kirkwood, one of the distinguished
citizens of Pittsburg whose career is sketched on other
pages. Doctor and Mrs. Gibb have one daughter,
Eleanor G., born March 7, 1911.

Archib.mjj B. Kirkwood. Tn the death of Archibald B. Kirkwood on May 16, 1916, the City of
Pittsburg and southeastern Kansas lost a very prominent business man and citizen. He was one of the
pioneers in the development of the coal resources of
At one time he was general
this section of the state.
manairer of the Wear Coal Company and president of
Of
the Standard Mercantile Company of Pittsburg.
later years his interests were rather widely diffused
and long before his death he had acquired a generous
competence which would have enabled him to take life
easily

and

leisurely.

In many w.ays he had a remarkable career. He
entered the coal industry at the age of thirteen. He
worked in the mines and about them in practically
every capacity. He was a master of the business
before he reached his majority, and not only h.ad a
thorough grasp of every detail of coal mining but was
also a master in the handling of men and large
material resources.
He waa bom at Lonaconing, Allegany County. Maryland, August 20, 1859. and was still comparatively
young when death overtook him. His parents were
John and Rachel (Gibb^ Kirkwood. His father was
born in Glasgow, Scotland, and the mother was also
a native of that country. As a young man .Tohn
Kirkwood came to the United States, locating in
Maryland. He had learned coal mining in Scotland,
and had come to America to find a larger field.
About 1862 he brought his family to Fairbury, Livingston County, Illinois, and there he opened and operated
the second coal mine in that d'-trict. He conducted it
under the name of the Central Coal Company. After
many years as one of the leading operators in that
part of Illinois, he came toward the close of the '808
to the coal fields of Kansas, and served as superintendent of the Osage Coal Company at Scranton for
some time, and in 189."? moved to Pittsburg, where his
son .\rchibald had previously located. He died in
Pittsburg.
The early life of Archibald B. Kirkwood was spent
chiefly in Fairbury, Illinois, where he gained a limited
education in the local schools. At the aee of thirteen
he was given his first occupation in a coal mine, keeping a trap door. Later he drove mules to the coal
cars, and from that craduated into a practical coal
miner. He went through the various positions from p't

mine foreman, superintendent, up to gener.al
manager. There was nothing about a mine in its construction or operation which he did not understand,
and he was not only a mining engineer but also had a
This was
practical knowledge of general entrineering.
evidenced by the fact that in 1880 ne became a subboss,

contractor in the construction of the Big Horn tunnel
of the Northern Pacific Railroad in Custer County,
Montana. That work kept him engaged for about
nine months.

Following this bit of experience in the northwest,
Mr. Kirkwood came to Kansas, and located at Carbondale in Osage County. The coal mining industry was
just beginning to attract attention in that section.
He liccame mine foreman for the Kansas Carbon Coal
Company, which was the coal department of the old
Kansas Pacific Railroad. He next moved to Scranton
in the same county and was made foreman for tha
Osage Mining Company, the coal department of the
Santa Fe Railroad. It was during his early years in
Kansas that Mr. Kirkwood met Mr. Frank E. Wear,
anil their acquaintance was subsequently developed
into a business partnership.
Mr. Kirk-vood remained
at Scranton until 1888, and then associated with Mr.
Wear went to Liberal, Missouri, where they leased and
operated a mine. Three years later they opened np
the No. 1 mine, known as the Sunshine, at Minden,
Missouri.
In the meantime in 1890 the Wear Coal Company
had been organized, and in 1891 Mr. Kirkwood became
superintendent of its mines at Pittsburg. In 1900 he
was elected general manager of all the mines controlled
by the Wear Coal Comjiany including nine mines in
the Pittsburg district, besides others at Collinsville,

Oolagah and Poteau in Indian Territory
mines in Arkansas and Missouri. 1,100
employed by the Wear Company in the
district alone.
Mr. Kirkwood was one of

and also

men were
Pittsburg

the l^rge
stockholders as well as general manager of the Wear
Coal Company for many years.
He was also president of the Standard Mercantile
Company of Pittsburg, which operated what was then
said to be the largest department store in Kans.aa.
After retiring from the coal business Mr. KirVwood
gave up serious work of all kinds for nine months and
spent the time traveling through Europe. After his
return he devoted himself chiefiv to real estate and
merchandising. He erected the Kirkwood Building at
Seventh and Broadway in Pittsburg. This structure
was destroyed by fire in 1911, but he at once rebuilt
it and made it one of the largest and handsomest
business structures in Pittsburg.
He was also president of the Kirkwood-Hammett Hardwood Company,
who'-e store was in the old Kirkwood BuMding and its
stock was destroyed by the same fire that burned the
build-ng. Mr. Kirkwood was a promoter of the

Syndicate Building at Seventh and Bn .idway.
He was always prominent in local affairs, and
served as mayor of Pittsburg in 1907
He was a man
who in later years seldom betrayed the hard exneriences of his early youth when he was a humble
laborer in one of the most hazardous O'-cupations that
engage men. He was a man cf very affable manner,
was genial and a good companion, and was extremely
generous and sympathetic especially w'th those who
saw only the unfortunate side of life. He was
aflSl-ated with the lodge, chapter, 'v,uncil and commandery of the Masonic order at Pittsburg and with
Ararat Temple of the Mystic Thrine at Kansas City.
He also belonged to the Elks, the XTnited Commercial
Tr.Tvelers, the Improved Order of Red Men and the
Fraternal Order of Eagles.
At Windsor, Illinois, March ."^O. 1880. M'. Kirkwood
married Miss Ida M. Bowman. Mrs. Kirkwood
surv'ves her honored husband and makes her home in
the Kirkwood Building.
To their marriage were bom
three children.
Ray N. is now the wif'- of Dr. Robert
B. Gibb, a prominent surgeon of Pittsburg.
Edna
married D. M. Hammett and they live in Shreveport,
Louisiana.
Roy was at the time of his fatlier's death
a sailor in the British marine.
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Geoege W. Gabriel, M. D., of Parsons had his first
medical experience as a hospital steward and soldier
He is now the oldest active
during the Civil war.
medical man in the state, having practiced continDoctor Gabriel is
uously for over forty-five years.
one of the pioneer physicians of Parsons, and has
identified himself with that community not only in a
professional capacity but also as a public spirited man
of affairs. He is a former state senator.
He was born in that old center of education and
culture of the Ohio Valley, Athens, Ohio, on NovemThe Gabriels were French Alsatians,
ber 17, 1841.
but settled in Pennsylvania during the colonial days.
His great-grandfather Abraham Gabriel was a Pennsylvania soldier in the Revolution, and thus Doctor
Gabriel is eligible to membership in the Sons of the
American Revolution. His grandfather Elias Gabriel
was born in Pennsylvania in 1786, and as a young
man went to Southeastern Ohio and settled at Athens.
He saw active service in the War of 1812 and thus
the Gabriel family has been represented in every
important war of this country beginning with the
establishment of the independence of the United
Elias Gabriel was a stone mason and farmer
States.
and died at Athens, Ohio, in 1864. He married Susan
Bane, who was born in Pennsylvania and died at
Athens.
Moses Gabriel, father of Doctor Gabriel, was born at
Athens, Ohio, in 1814, and spent his life as a farmer
and stock raiser in that section. He died there in
1879. He was a consistent member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and politically was a democrat.
His wife, whose maiden name was Mary Johnson, was
born in 1813 in Ireland, was brought to this country
when a child by her father, and lived at first in

Muskingum County, Ohio, but afterwards

in Athens.

1900. Doctor Oabr'el wns the
second in a family of six children. His older brother
Elias came to Kansas in 1868 end is now a ret'red
His younger sister
farmer at Erie in this state.
Susan resides at Nevada, Missouri, the widow of
James Wells, who was a farmer. Christiana married
James D'xon, a retired farmer of Athens. Ohio. Elmer
was a farmer and died at Athens in 1896. Emmet
died while still pursuing his studies at Athens.
Educated in the public schools of Athens, Doctor
Gabriel graduated from the high school at the age of

She died at Athens

in

and his first twenty-one years were spent on
In 1862 he enlisted in the Army
his father's farm.
Hospital Corps and in that capacity was able to render efficient service at many battles. He was at the
battles of Gettysburg and Antietam, to mention only
two of the more important engagements, and after
his honorable discharge came to Topeka in March,
1864, and enlisted in the Seventeenth Kansas Volunteer Infantry.
He was with that command 110 days,

fifteen,

and

in that time fought at the battle of Westport,
Missouri, against Pr'ces Confederate troops.
After the war Doctor Gabriel lived in Topeka, and
then spent two years in the Starlins' Medical Colleee
at Columbus, Ohio.
From 18''8 to 1870 he practiced

at

Ladore

in

Neosho Coimty.

Continuing his medical

stud'es he was graduated M. D. from the Kansas
Medical College in 1871. He has always been a keen
student, and his studies toeether with his wide range

of experience have qualified him in an unusual I'.egree
for successful work.
He has attended clinics and
lectures since his graduation at Cincinnati, at Columbus, Ohio, and in the Kansas City Medical College.
Doctor Gabriel located at Parsons in 1870, when that
was a small village and just at the beeinning of its
career as a railroad center.
He has his offices and

home
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Haynes Building on Main Street. Doctor
is a member of the Labette Countv and State
Medical societies and the American Medical Associain the

Gabriel
tion.

He has prospered in a business way, being a stockholder in the Parsons Commercial Bank, is the owner
of two small farms in Labette County, and has real
estate in Parsons.
In many ways he has been a civic leader. For
seven terms he filled the office of mayor, and those
terms marked a period of great progressiveness in
He was also a member of the
municipal affairs.
State Legislature three times, and represented h's
home district in the Senate during 1901-03. Doctor
Gabriel is a democrat in politics. He also served one
term as county commissioner and in 1871 was
appointed to a place on the school board, and thus helped
to influence the early establishment of schools in the
He is especially well known in the Masonic
city.
order, being affiliated with Parsons Lodge No. 117,
_

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Parsons Chapter
No. 39, Poyal Aroh Masons. Coeur de Lion Commandery No. 17, Knights Templar, at Parsons. Progress Chipter No. 49, Order Eastern Star, at
Parsons,
and Mirzah Temple of the Myst'c Shrine at P'ttsburg,
Kansas.
He is also a member of Camp No. 844,
Modern Woodmen of America, at Parsons, and
Parsons Camp No. 14, Woodmen of the World.
In 1869 at Ladore. Kansas, Doctor Gabriel married
Mrs. Elizabeth (Hager) Hallowell. Mrs. Gabriel died
at Parsons in 1891, lea-vinff two children.
The son,
Harry E., is division superintendent of the Fr'sco
Railway Company, with home at Willow Springs. Missouri, and is a STaduate of the Parsons High School.
The daughter, Mary, is the wife of Alfred Noyes, who
is engaged in the insurance, real estate and musical
instrument business, and resides on a farm near Parsons.
Mrs. Noyes is a graduate of the Clinton Academy in Missouri. In 1894 at Parsons Doctor Gabriel
married Mrs. Marv (Cassady) Brown, who died at
Parsons in 1906.

John

J.

Jones.

Actively connected with a profes-

sion that has an important bearing upon the
progress
and stable prosperity of any section or community,

and one which has ever been considered as conserving
the public welfare by furthering the ends of justice
and maintaining individual rights, the reputation of
John .1. Jones, of Chanute, as a lawyer has been won
through honest, earnest labor, and his standing at the
bar is a merited tribute to his ability. For a quarter
of a century he has been engaged in practice at
Chanute, and during this time has been connected with
much of the important litigation that has been brought
before the courts of city, countv and state. Mr. .Tones
was born at Pinckneyville, Perry Countv, Illinois,
Auarust 22. 1869. and is a son of Dr. John R. and
Frances Gertrude fGillis"! .Tones.
The .Tones family is of Welsh origin and the branch
to which John J. .Tones belongs was founded in
America precedins the Revolutionary war. It early
settled in Kentuckv. from which state Mr. Jones'
grandfather migrated to Illinois as a pioneer in 1818
and located on a farm in Perry Countv, where he
passed the remainder of his life in aoricultnral activities.
Dr. .Tohn R. .Tones was born October 6. 1836, at
Pinckneyville, Illinois, and was s'n'en good educational
advantages. In his vonth he decided upon the medical profession as his Vfp work, and after some preliminary training entered the Missouri Medical College,
from which institution he was duly graduated with
his degree.
He was married in Illinois, and in 1876
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canie to Chanuto, Kansas, as one of the first physicians
and surgeons of this part of Neosho County, and here
continued in practice for thirty years, his death oc-

curring October 12, 1906, when he was six days past
seventy years of age. Doctor Jones became widely
and favorably known throughout this section, not alone
as a skilled practitioner and a steady-handed surgeon,
but as a kindly, generous friend, always ready to
assist the unfortunate and to give of his services in
He belonged to the
the alleviation of human ills.
Neosho County Medical Society, the Kansas State
Medical Society and the American Medical Association, was a close student all his life, and observed

humane
strictly the highest ethics of his honored and
As a fraternalist, he stood high in Masonry,
calling.
belonging to Chanuto Lodge No. 103, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons; Chanute Chapter No. 21, Royal
Arch Masons; and Chanute Commandery No. 44,
Knights Templars. His religious faith was that of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, which he sujiported
generously, and as a voter he was a republican.
Doctor Jones married Miss Frances Gertrude Gillis,
•Kho was born July 7, 1846, and she still survives and
has her home at Chanute. To their union the following children were born: an infant daughter who is
deceased; Humphrey B., who died at Chanute at the
age of sixteen years; Lydia, who is the wife of William Irwin, chief of police of Chanute; John J.; Dr.
F. W., a successful practicing physician and surgeon
of Girard, Kansas; Gertrude, who died at Saint Marthe
garet's Hospital, Kansas City, Missouri, being
wife of Grant Blair, a farmer living west of Chanute; D. R., who is a successful oil operator in the

Oklahoma

fields; Itie L.,

who

is

unmarried and makes

her homo with her widowed mother; Frances V., who
is also unmarried and lives with her mother, and is
chief saleslady and buyer of the Racket Store, Chalives
nute; and B.'F., who married Ruth Hough and
on a farm located west of Chanute.
John J. Jones was less than seven years of age
when he was brought to Kansas, and here his early
education was secured in the graded and high schools
of Chanute, from the latter of which he was gradFollowing this, be
uated with the class of 1889.
began the study of law, for which calling he had
alwavs had a predilection, and in 1892 was graduated
from" the law department of the Kansas University
with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. In that same
from that
year he was admitted to the bar, and
time to the present has been engaged in a general
civil practice that has grown as great in size as it
has in importance. He maintains offices in the First
National Bank Building, and in addition to his large
for the Atchiprivate practice acts as local attorney

Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, the Missouri,
Kansas & Texas Railroad, and George F. Sherrett,
receiver for the Kansas Natural Gas Company, of
which concern Mr. Jones was formerly general attorHe is likewise general counsel for the Union
ney.
Traction Company, the line of which runs from Parsons to Coffeyville, and of the Kansas-Oklahoma Traction Company, which extends between Coflcyville,
Kansas, and Nowata, Oklahoma, in both of which
He belongs to the Kanlines he holds a directorship.
sas State Bar Association and the .\merican Bar Association, and eniovs an excellent reputation in the
ranks of his fellow-practitioners.
Politically, Mr.
son,

Jones is a renuWican, but has never aspired to office,
nor has he allowed his name to be used as a candidate
He has supreme faith in the
for public honors.
future of Chanute, as is evidenced by the fact that
much of his capital is invested in real estate in this

In addition to his own home, at No. 907 South
Highland Avenue, he owns the residence at No. 203
East Tenth Street, Nos. 934 and 936 South Lincoln
Avenue, and Nos. 401, 406 and 501 Evergreen Avenue.
Likewise he is the owner of the old homestead of
840 acres, situated three miles west and one-half mile
north of Clianute, a thoroughly modern farm, which
has been so highly improved and includes such fine
buildings and handsome equipment that it is one of
the show-places of the section, people coming for many
miles to view its beauties. Fraternally, Mr. Jones is
a life member of Lodge No. 806, of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks.
On June 3, 1896, at Clianute, Mr. Jones married
Miss Belle Wilson, daughter of W. L. and Louise
(Benjamin) Wilson, the latter deceased, and the former making his home with Mr. and Mrs. Jones. Mr.
Wilson was for many years engaged in agricultural
pursuits in Neosho County, but has now retired from
active labors.
Mr. and Mrs. Jones have no children.
city.

Will R. Boeoe. Trained faculties and an enlightened understanding are necessary requisites of a
newspaper man in these modern days. The responsibility resting upon the man in charge of the policy
and editorial branch of a newspaper is heavy and
should not be lightly assumed. From the time of
the discovery of the art of printing, the power of
the Fourth Estate has been great, and fortunate indeed is the community w-hose newspapers are directed and controlled by men of real worth, integrity
and knowledge. In Will R. Burge, the City of
Cherryvale has a newspaper man of this enlightened
As proprietor and editor of the Cherryvale
class.
Republican he is doing much to forward the interests of his community, and under his management
the sheet is becoming a power in Southeastern Kansas affairs.

Mr. Burge was born in a log house in the Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory, October 18, 1880, and
is a son of S. B. and Josephine (Grubb) Burge. The
Burge family originated in Germany, where the
name was originally spelled '"Buradge," and during
the days preceding the American Revolution was
founded in this country, one of the early members
.John Burge, the grandfather of
settling in Ohio.
Will R. Burge, was born in Ohio, and for many years
followed farming in Paulding County, Ohio.
Although past middle age when the Civil war came on,
he enlisted in a regiment of Ohio volunteer infantry,
and met a soldier's death on the field of battle while
wearing his country's uniform. John Burge married
Mary Meeks, who was born in 1817. in Ohio, and
they became the parents of five children, namely:
Reuben, who taught an Indian reservation school
and died in Oklahoma; S. B. Mary Ellen, who is
deceased; John, who died on the home ranch in Oklahoma, where he was living with his mother; and
W. W., who lives on a ranch near Pontotoc,
;

Oklahoma.
S. B. Burge was

bom in 1840, in P.iulding County,
Ohio, received his education in the public schools and
was reared on the home farm. He was married in
his native locality and for some years engaged in
farming there, but in 1879 went to the Chickasaw
Nation, where he homesteaded a claim and resided
until 1887. In that year he came to Kansas, and for
about fourteen years was engaged in cultivating the
soil near Burlincrton, but in 1901 retired from active
pursuits and moved into the city, where he now resides.
He took part in much oiP the early development of this locality and Oklahoma and experienced
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of the hardships incident to pioneer life, but
in the
accumulation of a property that insures his comfort
in his declining years. Mr. Burge is a member of the
Church. He is a man univerMethodist

many

by hard work and good management succeeded
Episcopal

and straightforsally respected for his honorable
ward dealing, as well as for his good citizenship and
his fidelity to friendships. He was married in Paulwho
ding County, Ohio, to Miss Josephine Grubb,
was born in that county, in 1847, and thoy became
the parents of six children, as follows: Franklin S.,
who died in infancy; Geddes M., who died at the
age of twenty-six years, at Siloam Springs, Arkanhaving for several years been a farmer in Cofsas,

fey County, Kansas;

Mary, w^ho married Charles

Knoblock, "a farmer and ranchman of Coffey County,
Kansas; S. A., who is a contractor at Burlington,
Kansas; Will R.; and Minnie, who died at Burlington, at the age of nine years.
Will R. Burge was educated in the public scho^ls
of Burlington, where he was graduated from the
high school with the class of 1899, and in the following year gained his first newspaper experience in
the printing office of the Burlington Courier. During the four years that he remained with that paper,
he became thoroughly familiar with the mechanical
department of newspaper publication, and in 1904
started on a trip that took him through California
and to various towns along the Pacific Coast, working at the printer 's trade. Mr. Burge returned to
Kansas in 1906 and secured the position of foreman
with the Cherryvale Republican, and in the yars
that followed became more and more interested in
until July 1, 1914, he purchased the paper and

it,

plant and became its owner and editor, it having
been formerly owned and edited by H. J. Powell.
The Republican was founded in 1871 and conducted
merely as a weekly until 1898, when it became a
daily, although the weekly has not been abolished.
As its name indicates it supports the grand old party
and is one of the chief adherents of republicanism
in this part of the state. The plant, at No. 104 East
Main Street, is equipped with the most modern
presses and machinery, making possible the issuing
of a clean, attractive and well-printed paper. This
circulates freely in Montgomery and all the surrounding counties, and is sent in every direction in
the country.
Mr. Burge gives his readers clean
and up-to-date news matter and editorials that are
timely and virile. Local movements for advancement always find support in the Republican 's columns. Mr. Burge is a stanch republican, and a
member of the Baptist Church. Fraterrally, he is
affiliated with Cherryvale Lodge No. 137, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, and also holds membership in the Commercial Club, in the work of which he
has been active.
On October 20, 1906, at Cherryvale, Mr. Burge was
married to Miss Katheryn Patterson, daughter of
A. W. and Elizabeth Patterson, the latter now deceased and the former a resident of Kansas
City,
Kansas. To this union there have been born two
children: Madeline, born August 29,
and
now
1907,
attending the Cherryvale public schools; and Jose]ihine, born June 10, 1916.

Albert Mebxts. It demands a large measure of
business discernment to enter an old
field, already
well occupied, and to be able within a few
years to
harvest success and not only that but to stand second
foremost with all competitors. It was in 1909 that
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Albert Mebus, who is now the second largest insurance handler in Kansas City, Kansas, went into
business for himself and his rapid progress in the
insurance line, proves great business capacity and
keen foresight.
Not only, however, in his private
affairs has Mr. Mebus manfully responded to business opportunities, but publicly as a progressive citizen, he lias demonstrated his system and efficiency
and is one of the most prominent advocates of the
good roads movement, so important in the further
development of Kansas as well as the nation.
Albert Mebus was born in the Village of Aubrey,
in Johnson County, Kansas, July 27, 1876, and is a
son of John F. and Christina (Anderson) Mebus.
The father was born in the City of Copenhagen, Denmark, and came to the United States in 1866 and the
mother was born in Sweden and came to America in
1871. John F. Mebus went first to the lumber camps
in Michigan and worked at logging until 1871,
wlien, remembering an old acquaintance who had
located in Johnson County, Kansas, he decided to
seek him out and perhaps in the new state he might
find better working opportunities than he could in
He found his countryman, who was a
Michigan.
shoemaker, and was welcomed and given work in his
Mr.
shop and later was admitted to partnership.
Mebus was industrious and frugal and the time
came when he had enough capital to buy his partner's interest and he continued his own shoe store
at Aubrey until 1883, when he moved to Kansas
There he expanded into a large shoe dealer
City.
and as he was a man of excellent business judgment,
he amassed an ample fortune before retiring in 1894.
As opportunity had offered he had invested in farm
lands which he then sold and bought real estate in
Kansas City. He educated his two sons so that they
were prejiared for a business life and in every way
was a good father and an admirable citizen. He
married Christina Anderson and they had two children Albert and Alfred G., the latter of whom lost
his life in 1910, while serving as fire captain in a
:

disastrous

fire

at

Kansas

City.

Albert Mebus attended school regularly until he
was sixteen years of age and then went into business and for two years was proprietor of a grocery
store.
Although he was successful in this enterprise,
he found the responsibilities too heavy for his years
and finally sold his stock.
About this time he
became a member of the Kansas City fire department
and continued so connected for eight years, during
the closing three being captain of Engine House
No. 5. In 1902 he went with the firm of Merrian,
Ellis & Benton, real estate and insurance men, as
all-around man and rent collector, and won the
confidence of the firm through his energy and business integrity and remained in that office for seven
years, during this time gaining an insight into this
line of business that prepared hm for an enterprise
of a similar character on his own account. This he
entered into in 1909 as junior partner in the firm
of Morrison and Mebus, owning a half interest,
which continued for two years as a general insurance
business.
Since then Mr. Mebus has been alone and
has so widened his field that he is rated as the second
largest insurance dealer in this city.
Not only has Mr. Mebus developed his private
business solidly and carefully, but he has identified
himself with measures of great public usefulness,
All public imnotably the good roads movement.
provements are the outcome of intelligent and concerted effort on the part of progressive citizens.
These movements must have leaders. In 1910 Mr.
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Mebus was one

of the organizers of the Kansas State

Automobile Association, of which he was vice president for a numl)er of years. As a good roads enthusiast, ho is vice president of the Kaw Valley Improved
Road Association, and vice president of the King of
Trails Association. He also was one of the organizers
of the Kansas St.ite Good Roads Association and
was one of the prime movers in its activities. Mr.
Mebus was one of the reorpfanizcrs and a director of
the Minn Avenue State Bank, and is a stockholder in

many other local concerns.
On October 14, 1896, Mr. Mebus was married

to

give his children every possible educational adThe family belongs to the Lutheran
vantage.
Church.
Mr. Mebus is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite
Mason, belonging to Abdallah Shrine. At the present time he is exalted ruler of Kansas City Lodge
No. 440, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

to

A

Ernest Everett Stonecipher.
Kansas educator of fifteen years' experience, Mr. Stonecipher has
taught in country schools, has been principal of village and city schools, and with increasing capabilities
and growing reputation has been preferred to some of
the larger responsibilities connected with school work
Cherokee County.

He

is

;

mar school.
The most of

his e.arly school training Ernest E.
acquired in Clierokee County, but has
been a constant student whether a pupil or teacher.
In 1916 he received the teacher's state certificate
from the State Manual Training Normal School of

Stonecii)her

Miss Carrie Maulding, who was born at Kansas City
and is a daugliter of M. M. Maulding, who is a
farmer and gardener, and they have three children,
aged respectively fourteen, twelve and seven years:
Dorothy, Thelma and Albert, Jr. Mr. Mebus plans

in

Elk County, Kansas.
In 1895 Mr. Stonecipher
married for liis second wife Mrs. Belle (Moon)
Devena, widow of the late James Devena, a railroad
man. To this marriage have been born four children:
Joseph Edgar, a teacher in Cherokee County Lucy
E., now a senior in the high school in the Cherokee
County High School; Bessie E., a sophomore in the
high school; and Marion E., who is still in the gramin

now county superintendent

public instruction in Cherokee County, and his
]ilace in the profession is well indicated by the fact
that he is also serving as jiresident of the Southeastern
Kansas Te.ichers Association, the largest organization
of school workers in the state.
Mr. Stonecifpher was born in Cherokee County, in
Boss Township, September .5, 1880, and had a rural
environment during his youth. He is of old American
stock, although the Stoneciphcrs originally came from
Germany and settled in the Carolinas in colonial days.
His grandfather, Samuel Stonecipher, w:i.s born in
Tennessee, in 1815, was a farmer and blacksmith in
Marion County, Illinois, for many years and died there
in 1898.
J. C. Stonecipher, father of Professor Stonecipher,
is one of the old and honored residents of Cherokee
County, now living on a farm in Pleasant View Town-

of

He
ship.
26, IS.iG,

was born in Marion County, Illinois, March
grew up there, but in 1875, at the age of
nineteen, came to Sheridan Township of Cliorokee
County and for .a time was employed on the farm of
his brother. Doctor Ezra Stonecipher, and also attended school at Oswego.
He was married in Ross
Township, Cherokee County, in 1879, and then settled
down to farming in Ross Township. For a number of
years he conducted a threshing outfit. Wliile living
in Ross Township he served as townsliin trustee four
years, and held a similar office in Pleasant View
Township, where he h.as been encaced in farming since
1896. He served as towsship trustee for four terms,
and was an active figure in democratic circles, having
been several times a member of the County Central
Committee. He belongs to the Baptist Church, .and is
affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and the Anti-Horse Thief Association. .T. C. Stonecipher m.arried for his first wife Lucy E. Hamblin,
who was born in Illinois .lune 17, 1860, and died in
Ross Township of Cherokee County in 1891. Her two
children were Ernest E. and Norah L. The latter is
the wife of Luther H. Stukey, a farmer and stockman

Pittsliurg, Kansas.

His work as a teacher began in 1902, when he
taught .a year in Wirtonio, in District No. 32 of
Cherokee County. Another year was spent in Rising
Sun, District No. 65, two years at Lawton, Kansas,
for two years he was principal at Lowell, and for
three years principal at Galena.
Thus by experience
he was well qualified for his duties when he was
elected in the fall of 1910 as county superintendent
of public instruction.
He took office in M.ay, 1911,
and by re-election in 1912 and 1914 has continued to
administer his duties to the general satisf,action of all
the people of Cherokee County interested in the
schools. From his office in the Court House in Columbus he has under his supervision 100 school districts
with 14."? teachers and 5,000 si'holars enrolled.
Mr. Stonecipher is an educator in the largest sense
of the word, being equally and sincerely interested
in everything that makes for human progress and
welfare.
He has been elected for the year 1917
president of the Southeastern Kansas Teachers Association, which has a membership of 2,800 active educators.
He served as a member of its executive committee in 1914, and the association placed him in
charge of the basket ball tournament in 1914 and
1915.
He is a member and clerk of the Baptist
Church at Columbus, is especially active in Sunday
School aff.airs, being superintendent of the school in
his liomo church, and .a member of the executive committee of the County Sund.ay School Association. Fraternally he is a past grand of Columbus Lodge No.
387, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, belongs to
the Anti-Horse Thief Association and to the Knights
and L.adies of Security. He is also interested in business affairs, being a stockholder in the Cherokee
County Lumber Company, and ho owns a good residence at 618 West Elm Street in Columbus.
In 1909. in Moniteau County, Missouri, he married
Miss Mattie M. Dale, whose father, George F. Dale,
was a pioneer farmer in that section of Missouri.

Mr. and Mrs. Stonecipher have two children, one
daughter, Nadine, born February 3, 1911, and one
son, Joseph Dale, born September 29, 1916.

Hon. .Tames McGrew was one of the historic characters of Kansas, has a place in the history of the
state at large because of his early activities and influence as a free state man, and his service in the
office of lieutenant governor, while locally he is to be
credited with much of the enterjirise which entered
into the foundation of the present metropolis Kansas
City, Kansas.

He was

born

in

.\dams County near the great

battlefield of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, January 26,
1822, and died at his beautiful old home, erected in

the early d.ays, and known as McGrew 's Grove, on
Quind.aro Boulevard in Kansas City. Kansas, January
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19, 1911, aged eighty-eight years, eleven months,
twenty-three days.
He was reared and educated In Pennsylvania, and
in 1844, at the age of twenty-two aeeompanied his
parents to the Sac and Pox Indian Reservation in
His parents both died in
the Territory of Iowa.
that state.
James McGrew early identified himself
with mercantile activities, and was practically a lifeHe conducted a general store at
long merchant.
Lancaster in Keokuk County, Iowa, and in SeptemHe
ber, 1837, came to Wyandotte County, Kansas.
was associated with the party headed by Thomas H.
Swope in organizing the old City of Wyandotte. He
was one of the first merchants there, and from
1860 to 1870 had both a wholesale and retail grocery

A

business.
special distinction is due to him in
the fact that he was one of those who originated the
packing industry in Kansas City, Kansas. He built
and operated the first packing house at the mouth
of the
River.
Until recently the building iu
which his operations as a packer were conducted still
stood on Fourth Street near Freeman Avenue.
As a free state man he took an active interest in
shaping the affairs of the Territory of Kansas. He
served iu the territorial legislature in 1859 and 1860,
was mayor of the City of Wyandotte two terms,
was elected to the State Senate in 1862 and in 1864
was chosen lieutenant governor of Kansas. It may be
of interest to recall the fact that iu 1864 there
were two republican state tickets iu Kansas. Mr.
McGrew was the nominee on the regular republican

Kaw

and he defeated Hon. John J. Ingalls, who
It
was candidate on the union republican ticket.
was one of the few political defeats registered against
the classic Kansas orator, and in this case Mr.
McGrew triumphed by about 4,000 votes. As lieutenant governor he was in office during the administration of Samuel J. Crawford, the war governor
ticket,

Prom the beginning of the party orof Kansas.
ganization Governor McGrew was a stanch republican.
After retiring from office in 1867 he thereafter
devoted himself steadfastly to his various business
interests.

He had

first

become interested

in politics

living in Keokuk County, Iowa, and served
as one of the early sheriffs of that county.
In 1848 at Lancaster, Iowa, Governor McGrew
married Miss Mary Doggett, who died in 1863. In

whOe

April, 1870, at Alliance, Ohio, he married Miss Lida
Slaven, who survived him. Governor McGrew was the
father of five children: Josephine E., who married H.
H. Smalley; Henry McGrew, who married Julia M.

Townsend; Louise, who married Thomas S. Moffett;
Grace, who married Capt. William P. Clark of the
United States Army; and Mary McGrew, who is unmarried and still resides in Kansas City, Kansas.

<

Henry McGrew, a son of the late Governor James
McGrew and his wife Mary (Doggett) McGrew, has
spent pract'cally all his life in Kansas City, Kansas,
was formerly prominent as a member of the bar
of that city, and is still one of the leading business

men.

He was born at Lancaster, Keokuk County, Iowa,
April 18, 18.57, the same year that his father came
He grew up at
as a pioneer to Wyandotte, Kansas.
Wyandotte, attended the public schools, and had all
the advantages that a young man of ambition would
crave as a preparation for a career.
Determining
upon the vocation of lawyer, he entered the UniverAnn
at
where
he was
of
Arbor,
Michigan
sity
graduated LL. B. with the class of 1879. He engaged in practice at Kansas City, Kansas, and while
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in active practice he served five years as city attorney of Wyandotte and for two years 1891-92 was
In the
county attorney of Wyandotte County.
meantime he became actively interested in the management of extensive real estate and other properties
and business affairs, and since 1904 he has been
Mr. Mcpractically retired from his legal practice.
Grew has done much to develop some of the best
sections of Kansas City, Kansas, for residence and
business uses, and is one of the men first in influence
and power in the general commercial life of the city.
He is connected as a stockholder or director with

of the leading banks, and is also general
manager of the Bonner Portland Cement Company,
several

with

offices in

the Victor Building.

politically as a
a thirty-second degree
Scottish Rite, a member of the Mystic Shrine at
Leavenworth and belongs to the Congregational

Mr. McGrew has been
He
standpat republican.

classified
is

Church.

On January 6, 1881, at Kansas City, Kansas, he
married Miss Julia M. Townsend, who was born at
Racine, Wisconsin, daughter of Joseph and Annie
natives
(Ratten) Townsend. Both her parents were
Mr. and Mrs. McGrew have three
of England.
sons George W. McGrew, who married Mayme Malier
Joseph T. McGrew, who married Jessica Jones; and
Homer A. McGrew, who married Virginia Young.
;

:

In a conspicuous place on the roU of
successful through their connection with the oil and gas industry is found the
C. 0.

Ross.

men who have become

name of C. O. Ross, a native of the Buckeye state
and a splendid type of the alert, progressive and
records are indications
public-spirited men whose
that success is ambition 's answer. His long and
prominent connection with the oil business began

at the time of his majority, when he started In at
the bottom to make his way to a position of prominence, and no oil producer in Kansas has a better
record for high and straightforward business conWith the exduet, or. for success won with honor.
made
ception of six months spent in Colorado he has
his activities
Coffeyville his home and the center of
since' 1907.
Mr. Ross was born on a farm in Wesley Township,
Bartlett P. 0., Washington County, Ohio, January
16, 187.5, and is a son of James and Martha (Heald)
Ross. Thomas Ross, his grandrather, was born in
1796, in Scotland, and as a young unmarried man
came to America, making his way from New York to
Virginia, where for some years he was engaged
In later life he removed to Hlinois,
iu farming.

where he continued

in agricultural pursuits until his

death in 1876, when he was eighty years of age.
With native thrift and industry, Mr. Ross accumulated a satisfying property and was known as one
of his community 's solid and substantial men. He
was married in Virginia, and became the father of
two children: Sarah, the widow of Elwood Lambert,
who died in 1914, resides in California, eight miles
from Los Angeles, on an English walnut farm; and
James.
James Ross was born in 1834, in the Shenandoah
Vallev of Virginia, where in later years he was to
visit wearing the uniform of his country. He was a
small lad when his parents removed to Belmont
County, Ohio, and not long thereafter his mother
died. Su'-sequently he wont to Washington County,
Mr. Ross, in his
Ohio, and there was married.
younger years, taught school during the winter terms
and farmed in the summer months, and continued to
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be so engaged until the outbreak of the Civil war,
when he shouldered a musket and marched to the
front, with other patriotic young men from his
neighborhood. During four years he fought under
the flag of the Union and in this time his command
saw some of the most important and decisive fighting that marked the entire struggle, its engagements
including,

among

others, the fighting at Get*.vsbur?,

Missionary Ridge and Vicksburg and on Sherman's
famous Marcli to the Sea. Mr. Ross was twice
wounded, once at Gettysburg, but on each occasion
rejoined his company as soon as possible and resumed his post of duty. He established an excellent
record for courage and soldierly qualities and won
alike the respect of his officers and the admiration
of his comrades.
When he returned from the war, a seasoned, hardened veteran, Mr. Ross found it difficult to resume

The duties of the schoolroom and the farm seemed i)rosaie and lifeless after
the stirring experiences through which he had
in
passed, and he therefore sought an employment
which more action was promised. Accordingly ho
joined a bridge construction gang, with which ho was
working when the accident occurred that nearly cost
him his life. A handcar on which he was riding was
struck by a freight train and in the subsequent
WTeck Mr. Ross lost one of his arms and nearly lost
a leg.
Nothing daunted by a misfortune which
would have discouraged the great majority of men,
Mr. Ross began the study of law, and so closely did
his old habits of life.

he apply himself that within a reasonably sliort
period he was admitted to the bar and began pracHe still follows his profession, in which he
tice.
has gained a decided success, and is now one of the
leading members of the Bartlett (Ohio) bar. Mr.
Ross exercises his right of franchise in behalf of the
His religious
candidates of the republican party.
belief makes him a member of tne Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Ross married Miss Martha Hcald,
daughter of "Billy" Heald, a Quaker farmer of
Washington County, Ohio. Mrs. Ross was born in
that county in 1844, and died in 1901, the mother of
the following children: Glenn, and William T., who
are engaged in farming in Washington County, Ohio;
Edgar A., who is engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery at Bartlett, Ohio; L. A., who is a
farmer of Comanche County, Oklahoma; C. O.;
Hattie, who is the wife of Ezra Walker, a foreman
in the mines of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and Grace,
who is the wife of Charles Meadows, a farmer of
Montgomery County, Kansas.
C. O. Ross attended the public schools of Washington County, Ohio, until he was eighteen years of age,
at which time he entered upon his independent
career as a worker. For several years he was variously employed, accepting such honorable pot-itions
as granted emolument with a promise of betterment. It was not, however, until he was twenty-one
years of age that he became identified with what
was to prove his life work. At that time he accepted
a position dressing tools in the oil fields of Ohio,
subsequently working through the fields in the
Buckeye state and in Kentucky as well. In 1903 he
came to Kansas, first locating at Peru. In the meantime he had become a producer, in which capacity he
shortly went to Nowata County, Oklahoma, where he
spent four years. Returning then to Kansas, he established his headquarters at Coffeyville, and, with
the exception of six months spent in Colorado, this
city has been the scene of his success to the present
time.

The advancement of Mr. Boss in business circles
has been almost phenomenal. He has rapidly added
to his holdings as a producer, and at the present
time has 350 wells producing oil in Chautauqua
County, Kansas, and near Bartlesville, Oklahoma,
as well as an equal amount of wells as anyone else
has in the Peru Sand fields. Likewise, he owns a
900-acre ranch; a river-bottoms farm in Montgomery
County, which is used for alfalfa growing and consists of 377 acres, other tracts of land in Kansas; a
forty-acre fruit farm in Colorado, of which twenty
acres are devoted to apples; and his own residence,
at No. 1904 South Walnut Street, Coffeyville. He is
secretary, treasurer and general manager of the Interstate Oil and Gas Company and has other important business connections. In industrial and commercial circles his name is synonymous with fair dealing
and adherence to high business standards, and he
has the added prestige that accrues through a man's
having made his own way. Mr. Ross is a republican
but not an office seeker. With his family, he b-longs
to the Methodist Episcopal Church.
His fraternal
connections are with Sedan Lodge, Ancient Free
and Accei)ted Masons; Wichita Consistory No. 2,
thirty-second degree: Oklahoma City Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine,
and Modern Woodmen Camp of Peru. He is an active participant in movements making for civic
betterment and a ha-d worker in the Chamber of
Commerce of Coffeyville.
Mr. Ross was married at Bartlett, Ohio, in 1896,
to Miss Ida Miller, daughter of Oliver and Laura
(Arnoldl Miller. Mr. Jfiller, who was a farmer and
a
yotoran of the Civil war, is now deceased, but Mrs.
Miller still survives and makes her home near Bartlett.
To Mr. and Mrs. Ross there have been born the
following children: Edith, born June 28, 1896, married Glen Walton, manager of his father-in-law's
fruit farm near Montrose, Colorado, and has one
chilrl, Evelyn: Ralph, born July 2.'!, 1898, residing
with his parents, a junior at the (^nflfeyvillo High
School; Hazel, born September 20, 1900, a freshman
at Coffeyville High School; Clifford, born October 3,
190."), attending the graded school;
Kenneth, born
April 17. 1908, also attending public school; and
Charles, born September 16, 1910.
Oliveb Denious, a resident of Erie, Kansas, since
1894, has lived a life full of activity. His experiences
have been in the role of a farm laborer, soldier, farmer, business man, public official, and wherever and in
whatever place destiny has put him he has
given a
good account of his ability and character.
He was only twelve years of age when he became
self supporting.
That was back in Stark County,
Ohio. His first work was to hire out to
neighboring
farmers, and though extremely young, he often did a
man's work. Naturally enough he had limited advantages to obtain an education, and the public schools
he attended were in Stark County. After four years
working for others he returned to his father's place
and put in one year after the age of sixteen on the
old homestead.
His birth occurred at Greensburg, Summit County,
Ohio, July 8, 1844.
Although the Denious family
came from Germany to Pennsylvania in early days,

was principally Scotch. Judge Denious'
grandfather was Michael Denious, who was bom in
Pennsylvania in 1790 and became a pioneer settler
in Summit County, Ohio. He was both a farmer and
blacksmith. He saw some active service as a soldier

their ancestry

OLIVER DENJUUS i^'AMlLY GROUP
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War of 1812, aiid his death occurred at
Greentown, Ohio, in 1863.
Levi Denious, father of Oliver, was born in Summit County, Ohio, July 9, 1818, and in 1846 he removed to Stark County and died at New Berlin in
that county July 17, 1903. During most of his years
•Uiring: the

he followed the trade of carpenter and joiner, and
during the winter months he worked at cabinet makHe was a democrat, a memtjer of the Methodist
ing.
Episcopal Church, and in every sense a good citizen.
His wife Nancy Raber, was born in Stark County,
Ohio, in 1818, and died at Greentown in that state
Of their six children, the first, a son, died
in 1899.
in infancy.
Lovina; who died at Akron, Ohio, was
the wife of Martin Stover, who is a retired blacksmith
The third in age is Mr. Oliver Denious.
at Akron.
Catherine, who lives at Greentown, Ohio, is the widow
of George Krieghbaum, who was a lumberman and
farmer. Leonard is a real estate man at New Berlin,
Ohio. Sadie died at Greentown, Ohio, unmarried.
Oliver Denious at the age of eighteen left the farm
He enlisted in
to become a soldier of the Union.
1862 in the One Hundred and Fourth Regiment of

Ohio Volunteer Infantry, being mustered in August
8, 1862, and serving nearly three years, until his honorable discharge on June 12, 186.5. He was both an
efficient and brave soldier.
He fought in some of the
greatest campaigns of the war, including the advance
with
Sherman, and he was afterwards
upon Atlanta
sent back into Tennessee and participated in the
bloody battles of Franklin and Nashville. From there
he and his command were sent into North Carolina
and were in the Carolinas when the war closed.
The first year out of the army he spent farming
in Stark County. He bought a saw mill at Mogadore,
Ohio, and after operating it for sawing lumber two
years he converted the machinery into a clay mill,
and for eight years was a manufacturer of pottery
His next experience was in the City of
goods.
Cleveland, where he followed the carpenter 's trade,
and also worked as an employe of the Street Railway Company.
Mr. Denious has lived in Neosho County, Kansas,

The

years he spent as a pracsome of the fertile soil of this region.
In 1888 he was appointed
postmaster of Galesburg, Kansas, and held that
office through the Harrison administration and imtil
Cleveland was elected for the second term.
The
people of Neosho County then elected him to one
of the most important offices in the county government, that of probate judge, and he remained the
incumbent two years until the populistic landslide
of 1896 defeated him for re-election.
At the beginning of his term as pirobate judge
he came to Erie in 1894, and on leaving office he
He
bought a furniture and imdertaking business.
now confines his attention entirely to undertaking,
and has a first-class equipment and is one of the
leading men in that business in the county.
Among other interests Judge Denious is president
of the Building and Loan Association of Erie.
His
offices are on Third Street and he owns his residence on Fourth Street. In politics he is a republican, and while living in Ladore Township of Neosho
County served as a member of the school board.
Fraternally his affiliations are with Erie Lodge No.
676, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons Akron Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, Erie Lodge No. 175, Ancient
Order United Workmen, and with the Fraternal
Aid Union. He is a member of Erie Post No. 311,
Grand Army of the Republic, and is a past commansince 1883.
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Greentown,

he

Ohio,

married

Miss

Martha Moore, daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth
(White) Moore. Both her parents are now deceased
and her father spent his life as a farmer in Stark
County, Ohio.
Judge Denious and his wife have
been married half a century, and their children are
all grown and established in homes of their
own.
Ada is the wife of Robert E. Miller, who has
charge
of the Rock Island Implement
Company's branch
offices at Omaha,
Nebraska, where he resides. Lillie
lives in Oklahoma and married Robert Hamilton.
Wilbur
Jesse

a successful attorney at
Denver, Colorado.
editor of a paper at Dodge
City, Kansas.

is

is

Justus Nathan Baird. Since his admission to
Kansas bar in February, 1909, Justus Nathan
Baird has concentrated every energy upon the
worthy
task of building up a
clientage and reputation at
Kansas City, Kansas, and the esteem paid him
by
.

the

his fellow lawyers

and the large practice he enjoys
ample evidence of his success.
He practices in
all the courts of the state and has offices in
the
Husted Building.
Mr. Baird is a graduate in law from the University of Michigan, and was influenced to locate in
Kansas by the presence in this state of two brothers,
both of them prominent and well known
physicians.
One of them is Dr. O. C. Baird, of Chanute, "and a
member of the State Medical Board and the other
is Dr. J. Baird of
Coffeyville.
One of nine children Justus Nathan Baird was
born on a farm near Keosauqua in Van Buren
is

He is grateful for
County, Iowa, March 17, 1882.
the fact that his life was spent in the
invigorating
and wholesome atmosphere of the country. His parents were Nathan and Lucinda S. (Jones) Baird,
both natives of Ohio, and of New England and
The respective famPennsylvania Dutch ancestry.
ilies

were

established

in

this

country

in

colonial

Nathan Baird was an Iowa

He went
pioneer.
from Ohio overland with ox teams to that state in
1854 and took up a homestead of 150 acres of
Government land. He used his oxen to break that
days.

land and later was joined by his jiarents in Iowa.
He was married in Iowa to Miss Jones, and he lived
on his farm until his death in 1900. The old homestead is still owned by his children.
Nathan Baird
was not only a successful farmer and stock raiser,
but a man of much influence in his home community.
He worked for the success of republican principles
and candidates, though for himself he never sought
office.
His name became a byword for practical
wisdom and for honest and upright character, and
of course there were not wanting those who were
willing to take advantage of his fairness and honesty.
He brought up his children to frugal and honorable
standards of life, and his name is a benediction to
them all. He and his wife were members respectively
of the Presbyterian and Methodist denomination. His
widow still lives on the old Iowa farm.
All the children were trained to make the best of
their opportunities, and several of them aspired to
Justus N. Baird after leaving
jirofessional careers.
the common schools entered the Iowa Wesleyan University at Mount Pleasant, where he remained three
years, and in 1906 he graduated A. B. from the
He then entered
University of Iowa at Iowa City.
the law department of the University of Michigan,
where he was graduated LL. B. with the class of 1908,
and at the same time was admitted to the Michigan
A few weeks later he arrived at Kansas City,
bar.
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Kansas, and has been in active practice since FebMr. Bairil has practiced alone.
Unlike many young lawyers he lias shown no
inclination to enter political life, though he is a

ruary, 1909.

stanch republican,
lie has held various chairs in
the lodges of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
is a member of the Knights of Pythias, and is always ready to help forward any public spirited enterHe and his wife are active in the Methodist
prise.
Episcopal Church.
On October 19, 1911, Mr. Baird married Miss
Amelia Ware. Mrs. Baird, who was born in Kansas, is a daughter of one of the greatest of Kansans,
the late Eugene Ware, whose place as a great lawyer,
a great poet, and a public leader will always entitle
him to a conspicuous position in Kansas history. Mr.
and Mrs. Baird have one child, Justus N. Baird, Jr.

Edwik E. Sapp. There has been a Sapp connected
with the bar of Cherokee County almost since the
City of Galena was founded. Coming to that town in
January, 1884, after having worked aaid studied earnestly to prepare himself for the bar, earning his
own living in the meantime, Edwin E. Sapp in a
comparatively brief time hail won the approbation
and favor of a considerable clientage.
In the years that have followed hardlj' a member of
the dierokee County Bar has been shown greater
honors and has been accorded a larger and more
jirofitable share in the civil practice of the courts.
as his private interests would permit, his
fellow citizens kept him employed in some phase of
He served as city attorney of Galena
public life.
twelve years, was probate .judge of Cherokee County
two terms, judge of the Court of Common Pleas one
term, and for another term sat on the district bench
as .iudge.
In later years his business interests have become

As long

paramount

to his professional.

Judge Sapp

is presi-

dent of the Giant Mining and Royalties Company,
a director in the George L. McCullagh Lead and Zinc
Company, a director in the Lockport I-ead & Zinc

Company, director in the Scarlet Kid Mining Company,
He has
and the Pioneer Lead & Zinc Company.
His law
acquired some large property interests.
offices are in the Sapp Building at Galena and he
owns his home at 705 Galena Avenue, four other
dwelling houses in Galena, two farms aggregating 200
acres in Cherokee County, and owns some mineral
lands in the same county.
Judge Sapp is descended from some very fine families.
His paternal ancestry came originally from Holland and located in Virginia in colonial times.
was born after both his grandfathers died.

He

His
paternal grandfather George Sapp was born in Ohio
and died in Knox County of that state. The maternal
His maternal grandline is one of special interest.
father was Peter Pierferry, who was born at the old
artillery training ground and fortress of Le Fere.
At one time the town and its environs were part of
the feudal possessions of the Ferry family. Thus it
was that Peter Pierferry became the hereditary
colonel of the Le Fere Tiegiment. He was a graduate
of the St. Croix Military College and the Berna
Military College, and a fellow student in these colleges with him wa.s the young Corsican, Napoleon
Bonaparte. It is a matter of particular interest that
Napoleon after his graduation became a sublieutenant
under Col. Peter Pierferry in the Le Fere Regiment.
Tn fact these two men were in a number of campaigns
After Napoleon reached the pinnacle of
together.
his career and became emperor, Colonel Pierferrv, be-

ing a Royalist in sympathy, abandoned his cause
and securing a passport from Napoleon came to
America and settled on Belle Isle in Lake Erie. That
was in 1811. In 1812 he removed to Sandusky, Ohio,
on account of Indian troubles. He was a member of
the Ohio State Militia during the War of 1812. From
Ohio he removed to Fort Raisin, near Monroe, Michigan, and was variously honored there, serving several terms as county treasurer.
Judge Sapp's father was Reason Sapp, who was
born near the site of Kenyon College in Knox County,
Ohio, in 1816. He was reared there, and subsequently
became a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
He was a member of the oM Ohio Conference when its
.iurisdiction extended over Michigan.
After his marriage in Monroe, Michigan, he spent most of his time
in the service of the Michigan Conference, and died at
Grand Rapids in 1873. He was a republican and a
Mason. The maiden name of his wife was Margaret
Pierferry, who was born at Sandusky, Ohio, in 1821,
and died at Galena, Kansas, in 1897. Their children
were:
Perry, who became a farmer and died at
Ionia, Michigan, in 1881; Dexter T., who served for
three years in the Seventh Michigan Cavalry
during
the Civil war and is now an attorney practicing at
Gunnison, Colorado; William F., a veteran attorney
of Galena. Kansas, mentioned elsewhere; Judge Edwin C. Charles, a manufacturer of automobiles at
Jackson, Michigan; John, an attorney at Gunnison,
Colorado.
Judge Edwin E. Sapp was born in the home of his
He
parents at Jackson, Michigan, .Tuly 12, 1858.
attended public school at Grand Rapids, but at the
age of thirteen became dependent upon his own
resources.
His father died about that time and he
had to hew out his own career. Many lines of work
contributed to his support, and he worked as a
gardener, at the jirinting trade, and finally secured
by his own efforts the opportunity and means to
He carried on his law studies in the
study law.
offices of one of the oldest and best known law
firms in Chicago at the time, Dexter. Herrick & Allen.
The two younger members of that firm died recently,
and were among the foremost lawj-ers of Chicago.
Judge Sapp w.is admitted to the bar in 1S8.3, and
in January of the following year came to Galena.
In
politics he is a democrat, is a member of the Cherokee
County and American Bar associations, belongs to
the Community Club of Galena and to Lodge No. 677
of the Elks.
In 1885 at Galena he married Miss Mary E. Aldrich,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Aldrich of Catskill.
New York. Both her parents are now deceased. Her
father was for many years in the livery business.
Judge and Mrs. Sapp have three children: Dexter is
a graduate of the law department of the Missouri
State University and is now practicing at Galena.
Vira graduated from the State Manual Training
Normal School at Pittsl)urg, Kansas, and Cliristian
College at Columbia, Missouri, and is still at home.
Thomas is a graduate of the Kansas School of Mines
and is a mine operator, with home at Galena.
;

"

S.vxruEL Baughman.
In the career of Samuel
Baughman, now one of the leading real estate and
insurance men of Channte, there are found those

which m.ake for success in business life.
Industry, perseverance, a wise direction of talents
and a quick grasp of opportunities have always
characterized his actions, and throughout his life
he has governed his operations by principles of fair
dealing, so that his reputation in business matters
qualities
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one which places him in an enviable position. He
has been interested in a number of lines of endea\or,
and in each has made a success, and the same statement applies to his management of the affairs of
several public offices in which he has served.
is

Samuel Baughman was born in Westmoreland
County, Pennsylvania, January 6, 1812, and is a son
of Peter C. and Barbara (Heck) Baughman. He belongs to a family which came from Hessen-Castle,
Germany, in 1746 and located near the City of Philadelphia, from whence it removed to the western part
Peter C. Baughman was
of Pennsylvania in 1764.
born in 1S07, in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania,
and was there reared and educated and for many years
was engaged in agricultural pursuits. In 18.50 he
to Illinois, and engaged in farming in the
vicinity of Eock Island, and in 1874 made his way
to Altoona, Wilson County, Kansas, where he conLater he moved
tinued his agricultural operations.
on to Neosho County, and in the evening of life
retired from active pursuits and took up his residence
Mr.
at Chanute, where his death occurred in 1895.

removed

Baughman was an

industrious and energetic man, a

agriculturist who readily became conversant
with conditions in the various communities in which
he carried on his operations and a citizen who assisted
his home vicinity 's interests to gTOw and develop.
He was a republican, although not active as a politician or seeker for personal preferment, and was a
strong member of the L'nited Brethren Church, the
faith of which he brought into his everyday life.
skilled

Mr. Baughman married Miss Barbara Heck, who was
born in 1807, in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania,
and there reared and educated, and died at Shaw,
Neosho County, Kansas in 1889. Mr. and Mrs. Baughman were the parents of the following children:
Elizabeth who died at Moline, Illinois, in 1910, as the
wife of the late Henry Truxell, who was a mechanic;
Daniel, who came to Kansas in 1874, became a farmer
and died in Wilson County in 1881 J. W., who came
as a pioneer farmer to Kansas in 1869, and now a
retired resident of Chanute; Margaret, who is the
widow of Adam Fries, a carpenter and mechanic of
Moline, Illinois Catherine, who died in Wilson County,
Kansas, in 1906, as the wife of the late Aaron Gamble,
a farmer; Samuel; and Lydia, who married first
George Pearce, a farmer, now deceased, and is now
the wife of W. A. Golden, a retired mechanic of
;

;

Moline, Illinois.

Samuel Baughman was educated in the graded
Eock Island and the high school at Moline,
Illinois, and was nineteen years of age when he answered the call of his country and enlisted in Company
schools of

Missouri Volunteer Infantry. Later he veteranized in the Sixty-sixth Eegiment,
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, his service extending from
his first enlistment, in September, 1861, until his final
muster out, in .Tune, 186.5. During this time he participated in numerous battles, including Fort Donelson,
Shiloh and both Corinths. He was with General Sherman at Missionary Eidge and Eesaca, all the battles
that took place in the great march to the sea, and
Atlanta, and in North Carolina, during Sherman 's
campaign in that state, was at one time taken prisoner by the enemy, but managed to make his escape.
His record was an excellent one, both for bravery and
faithful performance of duty, and he returned to his
home a seasoned soldier and better man, steadied by
the stern discipline of the army and with a better
understanding of life's responsibilities.
After a short stay at his home at Moline, Mr.
Baughman went to Davenport, Iowa, where he atC, Fourteenth Eegiment,
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& Stratton's Commercial College, and
after completing his course in that school
engaged in the butchering business at Milan, Illinois.
This he conducted until 1874, when he came to WUson
County, Kansas, and began farming in the vicinity
of Altoona, a vocation to which he devoted six years.
In 1880 he was elected sheriff of Wilson County and
served in that capacity for two terms.
When he
retired from that office Mr. Baughman built the
Gold Dust Hotel, at Fredonia, Kansas, and continued
as the proprietor of that popular caravansery until
1893, when he traded the establishment for a large
tract of land in Dent County, Missouri, and again
took up farming as his vocation. After two years,
however, he disposed of this land and came to Chanute, where he again took up his first business, that
of butchering, and continued to be engaged therein
for six months.
Following this, he embarked in a
wholesale bakery and ice cream business, with his
son, Walter S., and continued therein for seven years,
and was then elected police judge of Chanute and
acted in that capacity four years.
Since that time
he has devoted his attention and talents to the real
estate and insurance business, in which he has met
with unqualified success, his offices being at No. 11.3 Vi
tended Bryant
shortly

Main Street. Mr. Baughman handles much
Chanute and Neosho County land, residential, business
and farming, and owns his own residence at No. 711
South Highland Avenue, and dwellings at No. 110
South Steuben Avenue and 101 South Lafayette
He has an excellent knowledge of realty
Avenue.
values, and in the insurance line is the representative
of all the large and reliable companies.
Mr. Baughman is a republican. In the offices to
which he has been elected he has shown a conscienWest

tious desire to discharge his duties faithfully, and
his public record is as clean and creditable as those

which he established as a soldier, a business man and
a citizen.
With his family he belongs to the Presbyterian Cliurch. Mr. Baughman is widely known in
fraternal circles, having joined the Masonic fraternity more than a half century ago, at Corinth, Missouri, while in the Union army, at which time he

was given a traveling charter. He now belongs to
Cedar Lodge No. 103, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, Clianute; Chanute Chapter No. 21, Eoyal
Arch Masons; Chanute Commandcry No. 44, Knight
Templars Mirza Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Noble
Mystic Shrine, at Pittsburg, Kansas: and the Council at lola, Kansas.
He is a member of Chanute
Post No. 129, Grand Army of the Ee])ul'lic, of which
he is past commander, and is now one of the state
;

officers in the council

of administration of the State

Department of the Grand Army of the Eepublic.
.ludge Baughman was married in 1868, at Moline,
Illinois, to Miss Lenora F. Kidder, daughter of
Nelson and Marinda (Curtis) Kidder, both deceased,
Mr. Kidder having been a mechanic. Mrs. Baughman, who was a member of the Daughters of the
American Eevolution, and a lady of many graces
and accomplishments, died at Clianute in 1912.
.Tudge and Mrs. Baughman were the parents of the
following children Nellie Z., who married Charles S.
Eeed, for twelve years a judge of the Court of Common Pleas, at Sandusky, Ohio, who resigned from
the bench to form the leading law firm of Eeed &
Fichelberger, at Cleveland, Ohio; Walter S., who was
formerly engaged in business with his father at
Chanute. but now engaged in farming four miles
north of Chanute: Ernest, who died at the age of
three years; Mabel, who died when 4io years of age;
and Elsie B., who is the wife of B. B. Blackburn,
:
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of 711 South Highland Aveuue, Chaiiutc, a locomoemploy of the Atiliisou, Topeka
& Santa Fe Railroad. Both Mrs. Hoed and Mrs.
Blackburn are members of the Daughters of the
American Revolution and were delegates to the national convention of that organization held at WashMrs. Reed
ington, District of Columbia, in 1915.
is prominent as a club woman and speaker and has
She was Grand Ruth
gained national prominence.
of the state lodge of the Order of the Eastern Star,
and was a member of the party which accompanied
Charles Evans Hughes in his trip through Ohio,

tive engineer iu the

during his political campaign.

Joseph L. Strickler. In reviewing the lives of the
business men of Cherryvale, especially in regard to
the establishment and growth of the oil industry, it
who have taken part iu tliis work have been those
who have brought with them from other parts of thb
state and country reputations for honorable dealof jiurpose.
ing, and capability for accomplishment
Associated with the oil industry of this part of the
state is the name of Joseph L. Strickler, who came
to Cherryvale in 1902 and is now probably the larg-

Mr.
independent producer in this locality.
Strickler has been identified with the oil business
career and has
practically since he started ujion his
had experience in various fields. He was born in
est

Fairfield County, Ohio, December 19, 1872, and is a
son of William Baker and Mary (Foutz) Strickler.
The Strickler family is of German origin and was
founded in America previous to the Revolution, the
American progenitor settling in the colony of Vir-

John Strickler, the grandfather of Joseph L.,
was born in 1808, in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia and was a marble cutter by trade, but on going
ginia.

as a pioneer to Fairfield County, Ohio, took up farming as his vocation and homestcaded 160 acres. He
also built the old half-way house between Lancaster
and Pleasantville, w-hich he conducted for many
years, and there continued to reside during the remainder of his life. He was equally successful at
his trade, as the proprietor of his tavern and as a
farmer, and was a man of some influence in his
community, and rounded out a full and useful life,
dying in 1887, at the age of eighty-eight years. Mr.
Strickler was a stanch democrat. His children were
as follows: Lew, who followed the trade of marble
cutter and died at the old family place in Fairfield
County, and who fought as a soldier for three years
during the Civil war; John, also a marble cutter, who
saw three years of service in the Civil war as a
Union soldier and died at Columbus, Franklin
County, Ohio: Ad, a marble cutter by trade, who
retired in his latter years and died at Bremen, Fairfield County, Ohio; Dan, who is a retired contractor
and builder of Franklin County, Ohio; Job, who is
a retired carpenter of Nelsonville, Hocking County,
Ohio; Joe, who was a blacksmith and died at Rushville, Fairfield County; and Katie, who died at Basil.
Fairfield County, in 1908, as the wife of Henry
Swarner, a retired farmer.
William Baker Strickler, who now resides on his
farm one mile north of Cherrvvale, was born Mav
29, 1842, in Fairfield County, Ohio, on his father's
farm. He was reared thereon, and like several of
his brothers early adopted the trade of their father,
that of marble cutting, which he followed for a number of years. This brought him into contact with
men engaged in large construction jobs, and he gradually developed into a contractor and for many

years was well known in handling heavy stone work
for county bridges, etc., in Ohio. In 1911, feeling
the effect of advancing years, he decided upon a
partial retirement and at that time came to Kansas
and purchased the small farm upon which he now
has his home. He is still hale and hearty and is a
familiar figure on the streets of Cherryvale, where
he has made numerous friends. Mr. Strickler is a
republican of the "stand pat'' variety, and a member of the Christian Church, in the work of which
he was active during his younger days, having
served as deacon. He took some prominent part in
]iublic affairs while in Ohio, having been postmaster
at Rinville for a number of years and also running
the first mail route out of Corning, Ohio. For the
past fiftv vears he has been a valued member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In 1862 Mr.
Strickler answered his country's call for volunteers,
joining Company I, One hundred and Twenty Sixth
Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with which he
served until the close of the war. Attached to the
Army of the Potomac, the One Hundred and TwentySixth took part in some of the hardest-fought engagements of the entire struggle, including the
battles of the Wilderness, Shiloh, Lookout Mountain
and Gettysburg. Although he received a wound at
the Wilderness, Mr. Strickler never lost a trick
of duty by being compelled to go to the hospital,
and his entire service was characterized by a brave
and faithful discharge of duty. He married Miss
Mary Foutz, who was born in April, 1847, in Licking
Couuty, Ohio, and they became the parents of the
following children: Bertha, a graduate of the Corning High School, who married Dan E. Ten Jiyeick, a
florist of Crawford County, Ohio, and the owner of
five large greenhoi^es; Sedda, a graduate of the
Corning High School, who taught school until her
marriage to C. D. Hemery, a sheep raiser of Woolton,
Wyoming; Joseph L., of this notice; Walter, master
mechanic and foreman in the railroad shops at Crestline, Ohio: and Cora, a graduate of the Corning High
School, who taught school for several years, and
died at Osawatomie. Kansas, in 1916, as the wife of
.1.
A. Rogers, an oil well driller now residing at
•

Cherryvale.

Joseph L. Strickler received his education in the
public schools of Corning. Ohio, but at the age of
fifteen years gave up his studies to enter upon his
His first position was that of collector for
career.
J. G. Stallsmith, of Corning, in whose employ he remained three years, and at the end of that time secured an introduction to the business which he was
destined to make his life work. His start was a tool
dresser and later he began drilling wells, both oil
and gas, following the various fields through Ohio,
West Virginia and New York. In 1899 he became a
contractor in drilling wells and after running tools
in Ohio, came to Parsons in the same year.
Subsequently, he ran tools, drilling wells for gas at Humboldt, Burlington, lola, and many other towns, and
in 1902 came to Cherryvale, which has since been the
center of his operations. He has been drilling ever
since, all over Montgomery, Labette, Wilson and
Xeosho counties, in Kansas, as well as in the Oklahoma fields, as a contractor, and personally has sixteen oil ])roducing wells in Montgomery and Labette
counties, making 400 barrels per day. the largest
production in this section. On one lease he pumps
2.50 barrel tank every day.
This is all Mr. Strickler "s own production, and he has no companies with
whom he has to divide his profits. In addition to his
a
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interests, Mr. 8trickler has devoted his fine
business talents to the development of several important enterprises in other lines of endeavor, and
at the present time is president of the Cherryvale
Iron Works and of the San Antonio Packing Box
Company, of San Antonio, Texas.
Politieally, Mr. Strickler is a republican, and he
supports his party stanchly, but has not found time
from his business cares to enter actively into politics

or public

life.

He

is

prominent

in

Masonry, having

attained to the thirty-second degree, and belongs to

Cherryvale Lodge No. 137, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Cherryvale Chapter Xo. 86, Royal
Arch Masons; Saint Bernard Commandery Xo. 10,
Knights Templar, of Independence: Fort Scott Consistory Xo. 4, Eoyal and Select Masters: aiid Abdullah
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of Xobles of the
Mystic Shrine of Leavenworth, of which he is a life
member. He is also a life member of Cherryvale
Lodge No. 989, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks, and belongs to the Cherrvvale Commercial
Club.
In 1900, at Burlington, Kansas, Mr. Strickler was
married to Miss Anna Mareella ("Tot") Huddleson,
daughter of Robert J. and Anna Huddleson, the
latter of whom resides with her daughter and son-inlaw. Mr. Huddleson, who was a stationary engineer
by vocation and a pioneer of Burlington, died at
Cherryvale in 1908. Mr. and Mrs. Strickler have
two children: Russell, born January 26, 1906; and
Xellie, born July 14, 1909, both attending public,
school.
The familv home is situated at No. 331
'

West Third
CoL.

Street.

Lewis

C. Triie.

Some

interesting distinctions

belong to this veteran soldier and lawyer who now
lives retired at Kansas City, Kansas.
He came to
Kansas soon after leaving the army, and spent several years combating the hardships and plagues which
afflicted the
farmers in that period in Franklin
Unable to make progress as a farmer, he
County.
took up the study of law, and in 1871 was admitted
to practice in Cherokee County.
He spent iive years
in general practice at Chetopa, and was then elected
county attorney of Labette County.
Kansas had .iust enacted its state wide prohibition
Colonel True went into ofl5ce committed to the
duty of upholding the laws of the state and as a
gallant soldier he could see no other course before
him but to perform his duty. Personally he has always been a stanch advocate of prohibition, and he
at once j)roceeded to employ the instrument of
public

law.

office to carry out and enforce the state law.
Though
the law imposed equal obligations upon every
county
attorney in the state, Colonel True was the "only incumbent of such an office during the first two years
who rigidly applied the provisions of the new "laws.
It was a most ungrateful task, but he was not deterred by any of the difficulties or the
dangers at-

tending prohibition enforcement. His enemies burned
his house and set in his
path everv other possible
obstacle, and at at the end of his first term thev succeeded in defeating him for re-election.
That defeat is really one of the greatest tributes ever given
to Colonel True. It should be recalled that he shared
defeat along with Governor St. John, who had been
re-nominated on the prohibition ticket.
Since 1882 Colonel True has been a prominent member of the bar of Kansas City, Kansas, and practiced actively there until a few years ago. He was the
first city attorney of Kansas City after the consolidation of several towns under a citv charter.
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Lewis Corbin True was born on a farm in Coles
He was one of the
Illinois, April 4, 1842.
six children of Frederick G. and Cyuthiana
(WigTrue.
His
brothers
and
sisters
who are still
ginton)
are:
J.
True
of
F.
living
Topeka J. W. True of
Eureka Springs, Arkansas; Mrs. Ollie Gould, wife of
Gould
of
Illinois.
His parents were
George
Mattoon,
both natives of Frankfort, Kentucky.
His gn"andfather John W. True was born in Virginia. Colonel
True 's mother died when he was a child. His father
was an active leader among the abolitionists of Illinois and was one of the sympathizers with the underground railway. He was a successful and prosperous
farmer, haWng acquired his land by direct purchase
from the Government in Coles County, and he subseCounty,

;

quently secured a section of railway land, giving him
altogether 800 acres, which he devoted to general

farming and cattle raising.
The old farm in Coles County was the environment in which Colonel True spent his early years.
He attended the common schools, worked in vacations
on the farm, and at the age of eighteen entered
Illinois College at Jacksonville, where he remained
about a year. At the outbreak of the war in 1861
he enlisted as a private in Company E of the ThirtyIn the fall of
eighth Illinois Volunteer Infantry.
1862 he was transferred to the Sixty-second Illinois
It was with that regiment that he made
Infantry.
his splendid record as a soldier.
On the basis of
merit he was promoted successivelj' to the positions
of adjutant, captain of Company D, major, lieutenant
colonel, and when the regiment after three years of
service veteranized and re-enlisted he became colonel.
While lieutenant colonel he was placed in command
of the Third Brigade in the Department of Arkansas,
and the record of this command is a part of the
official records of the War of the Rebellion, found in
Volume 48, page 266, Series 1, part 2. Colonel True
participated in several of the important campaigns
t>y which the country on both sides of the Mississippi
River was conquered from the Confederacy, and he
was in a number of notable engagements. At the
close of active hostilities he remained in the service
with his veteran regiment performing duty largely
in Indian Territory^ and was granted his hnnorable
He was the youngest
discharge in August, 1866.
officer of his rank among the entire armies of the

Union.
After the war he determined to make Kansas his
home, and locating in Franklin County he became
associated with his brother James F. True and also
with that famous Kansan, Hon. E. D. Coburn, in
The operation of a
conducting a livestock ranch.
Kansas farm is a simple matter now compared to
what it was fifty years ago, and Colonel True soon
left the farm and going to Chetopa engaged in the
study of law under William P. Lamb. He is now one
of the oldest attorneys in the state. After removing
to Kansas City, Kansas, his private practice was uninterrupted except for the time he served on the
bench as judge of the Common Pleas Court, and one
term as judge of the second division of the District
Seven
Court of the Twenty-ninth Judicial Circuit.
years ago he gave up his office and practice, and now
spends practically all his time at his comfortable home
at .56.'? Freeman Avenue.
In November, 1865, before leading the army. Colonel True married Miss Annie Keeler of Pine Bluff,
Her father George Keeler was a well
Arkansas.
known planter in Arkansas where Mrs. True was born.
Frederick G., of
They have two living children:
Peoria, Illinois, and George L., of Amarillo, Texas.
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Colonel True has always been an active republican,
has taken part in a numljcr of campaigns, and has
always been a fighter for prohibition and temperance.
He and his wife are members of the Presbyterian
Cliurch and Mrs. True is a member of the Ladies
Aid Circle No. 86 of Kansas City, Kansas. Twice
Colonel True has served as commander of Burnside
Post No. 28, Department of the Grand Army of the
Republic: and the Sons of Veterans organization at
Kansas City, Kansas, bears his name.

Hon. Edw.usd Alexander Enright. Distinguished
as a statesman as well as for his achievements at
the bar, Edward Alexander Enright is an honored,
For
valued and admired citizen of Kansas City.
almost a quarter of a century he has been a prominent factor in the law and in public affairs, and
his name stands foremost among the leaders who
have organized, fathered and vitalized many of the
progressive movements which have
great commonwealth it now is.

made Kansas

th'fe

Edward Alexander Enright was born September
Burke, Vermont, the seventh in a
family of nine children born to Eev. Joseph and
Kathcrine (Weir") Enright.
Rev. Joseph Enright was born at Kilrush, in
County Clare, Ireland. He attended school there and
being of studious habits and serious mind, very early
dedicated himself to the ministry, accepting the faith
It is probable
of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
that at that time but small encouragement was given
in County Clare to the missionary efforts of the young
preacher and naturally his thoughts turned to another
country, in which he had learned there was a wider
field of opportunity.
Hence, in 18-10, with little
capital except faith, hope and innate goodness, he
embarked for Canada on a sailing ve.s.sel, and after
a weary voyage was safely landed in the Province of
Quebec and settled in the hamlet of Waton, near
Danville. There he not only preached the gospel but
lived it, doing all in his power to bring comfort and
happiness into the lives of people who had seldom
It was there that he met the
experienced either.
admirable woman who became his wife, Katharine
Weir.
Her father was Rev. Alexander Weir, who
w^s also a Methodist minister. In many ways the
Weir family has been prominent in English history,
not only in religious bodies but in public affairs and
some of its members have sat in the Parliament.
About 1850 Mr. Enright removed with his family
to Vermont and became a member of the Methodist
Conference in the district in which the Town of West
17, 1858, at "West

'

situated.
He accejited the hard, laborious
of the itinerant Methodist preacher and as the
conference decided he moved his home from place to
place and thus served many churches in Vermont
before his useful life came to a close, at Windsor,
Vermont, in 1895. He was a self made man but during his long life attracted men of high scholarship;
he never sought a public office of any kind, but so
won the confidence of public men that they sought
his advice and followed his counsel, this notably being
the case on many occasions wlien an honored senator
of the United States laid legislative plans before
him before giving them support.
Following the
Golden Rule and ever allying himself with movements for the betterment of humanity, Mr. Enright
never accumulated a large amount of worldly goods,
but, through prudence and industry in conducting a
farm, was able to give his family a comfortable home
and to lay aside enough to assure the education of
his children, this being one of the ambitions of his

Burke was

life

During the progress of the Civil war he gave
a great deal of time to administering to the sick
and wounded and although not connected officially
with any military liody, he held himself ready for
any emergency and through his agency sorrowing
families far from the battle field many times derived
comfort from the knowledge that he had tenderly
performed the last rites over the hero soldier's grave.
He was a man of simple, unaflected dignity and his
memory still lingers in the section where his life
of devotion was mainly spent.
Edward Alexander Enright attended first the
public schools of Windsor, Vermont, and in 1878 was
graduated from the high school and entered the University of Vermont, from which institution he was
graduated with the highest lienors of his class, in
1882.
This made him an honorary member of the
Phi Beta Kappa Greek letter fraternity.
After
graduation he taught school until 1883, at Cavendish,
in Windsor County. Vermont, and then came as far
west as Iowa and for one year was principal of the
Smithland schools, in Woodbury County, going from
there to Albion, Nebraska, where he was principal of
the high school and one year later was elected county
superintendent of Boone County and continued to fill
that office for four years. During his teaching years
he had devoted his leisure time to the study of law
and had been admitted to the bar.
Although it would be a matter of pride to claim
that Mr. Enright chose Kansas City as his home
after considering the advantages of many others, the
trutli is that he located here in an accidental way,
as it were.
A beloved sister was a resident and she
fell ill and Mr. Enright left excellent prospects in
Nebraska in order to remain at her bedside. This
was in 1890 and he soon determined to open a law
office and enter into practice here and from that
day to the present his name and fame have belonged
life.

to

Kansas City.
Politically a republican,

in 1897 he was elected
chairman of the republican central committee. In
1898 he was elected county attorney for four years
and it was during this time that he had arrested
one William Atkins for violating the eight-hour law
of the state and personally conducted this as a test

advising therein with tlie attorney general of
By appeal this ca.se was taken to the
Supreme Court, which affirmed the constitutionality
of the act, thus causing Mr. Enright to win his case.
Another widely heralded case was that in which he
gave his name as plaintiff in prosecuting a suit of
injunction to prevent the Metropolitan Railway Company from securing a franchise which failed to secure
to the citizens of Kansas City their just rights. He
also gave his name in suit of mandamus compelling
the board of county commissioners of Wyandotte
County, Kansas, to raise the personal taxes of large
corporations in the county.
Mr. Enright was first elected to the State Legislature in 190.'?, serving in the special session of 1904,
and in 1907 was again elected a member of the Legserved through the special session.
islature and
During his legislative period he was the father of
numerous most important bills and through his earnest
support and hard work many admirable laws were
He introduced bills
placed upon the statute book.
concerning prison reform: for protecting cities against
dishonest paving contractors and to guarantee factory
He was entrusted by labor
protection for laborers.
commissioners of the state with special labor legislacase,

the

state.

tion

and through his efforts many advantageous and
were formulated. He supported

labor reform laws
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the primary law; the auti-pass law, and introduced
and had charge of bills authorizing Kansas City,
Kansas, to purchase the franchise of the Metropolitan Water Company, thus establishing municipal
ownership in the city. He was especially interested
in the passage of bills protecting policy holders in insurance contracts, and in all measures that brought
about right and justice especially to the oppressed.
Mr. Enright had been put forward as his party 'a
candidate for governor in 1902. He held other public offices than those mentioned and during the administration of President Theodore Roosevelt served
four months as Indian commissioner at Checota,
Indian Territory. He resigned this office in order to
return to his law practice, which had grown to large
proportions. Having given much attention to insurance law he has done a large amount of court business for fraternal organizations in which insurance
He is known all over the country as
is a feature.
an able representative of leading fraternal orders
in the courts of the land, not oidy because of his
powers as a public speaker, but because of his absolute understanding of every technicality of the law.
Aside from his other interests, Mr. Enright is interested in various prospering industries of the state
and is a director of the Home State Bank and the
Minn Avenue State Bank, both of Kansas City.
Mr. Enright is a thirty-second degree Mason. He
belongs to the Knights of Maccabees of the World;
to the Brotherhood of American Yeomen; to the
Knights of Pythias to the Eoyal Neighbors, in which
he was chairman of the beneficiary committee for
five years; and has been a member of the law committee of the Modern Woodmen of America for a
longer time than any other individual and has held
committee appointments and been a delegate to the
Supreme conventions of the order of Ben Hur and
other bodies.
Mr. Enright was married July 26, 1888, to Miss
Myra Belle Brewer, who is a daughter of H. W. and
JIartha Brewer, of Red Cloud, Nebraska, and they
have one daughter, Myra Alice, a most attractive
young lady and a social favorite. Mrs. Enright is
a member of the Methodist Protestant Church.
Mrs. Enright 's parents were pioneers in WisconJ'rom there they removed to Stark County, Illisin.
nois, and afterward to Red Cloud, Nebraska, where
Mr. Brewer was a grain buyer for forty years and
was also in business at Kansas City, Missouri. His
death occurred March 27, 1900, after which Mrs.
Brewer made her home with Mr. and Mrs. Enright
imtil her death, on May 22, 1912.
Perhaps no woman in the United States is better
known in the great fraternal order of the Royal
Neighbors than is Mrs. Enright. She has been officially identified with the Eastern Star, the Yeomen
and the Young Women 's Christian Association, but
her special work has been with the Royal Neighbors
of America.
She is a charter member of Laurel
Camp No. 84, of Kansas City, Kansas, which now
has a membership of 700 and increasing each year.
She has been officially connected with this organization since 1897, having served two years as supreme
chancellor; two years as a member of the law committee; two years as supreme receiver; eight years
as a member of the board of supreme managers,
being its chairman for three years and continuing
officially after the terms were 'changed from biennial to triennial.
She has been supreme oracle or
president of the national organization since 1911,
receiving at the time of her first election, threefourths of the vote cast and at her second election
;

;
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the vote was unanimous.
During her administration
membership has increased from 200,000 to 375,000.
It is a law of the Eoyal Neighbors that only women
Mrs. Enright takes an interest
shall fill the offices.
in everything looking toward betterment and uplift
and is active in civic clubs and associated charities.

WiLLiAii Clyde Tomlinsox. As one of the representative and old established undertakers of Southeastern Kansas, William Clyde Tomlinson, of Chanute, belongs to that class of men in his line who
have elevated the calling to a profession and conduct

Mr. Tomlintheir work scientifically and expertly.
son established his business in Chanute seventeen years
ago and with the exception of an interval of three
years, has been here continuously since.
During
this time has witnessed remarkable advancements
made in his field of endeavor. The modern undertaker and embalmer must be the possessor of qualities which fit him for his calling, for he must not
only thoroughly understand it, but must be possessed
of infinite tact and sympathy of manner.
He is
called into a family at a time of greater grief, when
ordinary duties are suspended and there is a necessity for kindly action and expert advice. As the possessor of these qualities Mr. Tomlinson is gratefully
remembered in many homes which have been visited

by death.
C. Tomlinson was born in Mercer County,
April 19, I860, and is a son of Joseph F.
and Adelaide (Randall) Tomlinson, and belongs on
both sides to families which have long been residents
of this country and who have been distinguished in
a number of fields of endeavor. On the paternal side
the family is traced to three brothers who emigrated
to America during colonial days, one locating in Vermont, one in Kentucky and one in North Carolina,
William C. being descended from the last-named
ancestor.
Henry Bishop Tomlinson, his grandfather,
was born in North Carolina, in 1796, and as a young
man went to Boone County, Indiana, where he was
engaged in practice as a physician for many years.
He retired after a long and honorable service to his
calling, and located at Chanute, Kansas, where he
soon died, in 1881.
His first wife, who was the
grandmother of William C. Tomlinson, died when
her son Joseph F. was but five years old, and the
grandfather took for his second wife PoUy Hacker,
who died at Girard, Kansas.
Joseph F. Tomlinson was born November 8, 18-13,
in Boone County, Indiana, and was there reared and
He was still a young man when he left
educated.
the parental roof and went to Mercer County, Illinois, in which community he was married, while home
on a furlough during the war.
He was living in
that state when President Lincoln issued his first call
for volunteers to defend the Union, and showed his
patriotism by enlisting in Company I, Seventeenth
Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, although then
only seventeen years of age. His service as a wearer
of the blue uniform of his country covered a period
of three years and two months, and during this
time saw much active fighting, including the engagements of Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Pittsburg Landing,
Corinth, Holly Springs and the Siege of Vicksburg.
When his ser\'ice *as completed, the brave young
soldier returned to Mercer County, Illinois, where
he engaged in farming, and in 1872 went to Iowa,
there continuing his agricultural operations in Guthrie
County until 1878, in that year going to Keokuk
Mr. Tomlinson came
County, Iowa, as a farmer.
to Chanute in 1886 and on a farm in Neosho County

William

Illinois,
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he eontinueJ to carry on operations until 1899. At
that time he left the farm and removed to the
city, where he established the undertaking business
now conducted tiy his son. He diii not live long
enough to carry the business through to the proportions wliich he had ]>lanncd, as his death occurred
June 20, 19UU. Mr. Tomlinson was a man who was
respected and esteemed for liis many admiraljle (jualities of mind and heart, and for the honorable manner
in which he always conducted his business operations
and his jirivate activities. He was a republican in
his political views, although not an active politician,
and was a devout and faithful member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. He always m.iintained
his interest in the fortunes of his former comrades
in the Union army, and was a popular member of
Neosho Post No. 129, Grand Army of the Kepublic,
at Chanute.
Mr. Tomlinson was married in Mercer County,
Illinois, to Miss Adelaide Randall, who was born
February 12, 1845, at Kochester, New York, a member of a family which settled at Providence, Khode
Island, when that place was founded by Roger Williams, in 161)6.
Stcjjhen Randall, Jr., the maternal
grandfather of William C. Tomlinson, was born in
1811, in Rhode Island, and sliortly before tlie birth
of his daughter, Adelaide, removed to New York and
located at Rochester.
In 1847 he went with his

family to Mercer County, Illinois, and engaged in
farming, but in the evening of life removed to near
Sigourney, Iowa, where he passed away in 1896, at
the age of eighty-five years.
He married Rachel
Trumbull, who was born in either Connecticut or

Rhode

Island, and died at the homestead in Mercer
County, Illinois. Mr. Tomlinson belonged to a military training company, as had his father before
him, and several members of the Randall family
saw military service. Stephen Randall, Sr., the greatgrandfather of William C. Tomlinson, was born in
1787, at Providence, Rhode Island. He removed with
his son Stephen to New York, and his great-grandson still possesses a memento of his visit in the
Empire State, in a tomahawk which was picked up
by him at Sackett's Harbor, and which liad been
used in the War of 1812. In 1847 he went as a pioneer farmer to Mercer County, Illinois, and there
his death occurred in 1870.
Mrs. Adelaide Tomlinson died in Keokuk County,
Iowa, in 1884, having been the mother of the followWilliam C, of this review; Ira W.,
ing children:
who was engaged in farming in Keokuk County, Iowa,
until his death at the age of twenty-five years Cliarley
E., who was also a farmer in that county and die<i
when thirty-four years of age; Leona A., who died at
Trinidad, Colorado, in 1898, as the wife of the late
R. S. Lawrence, who until his death was a machinist
in the employ of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad; and Lucy, who died in 1884, at Sigourney,
Keokuk County, Iowa, aged seven years. .loseph F.
Tomlinson was again married, to Miss Jane Jessup,
now a resident of Sigourney, Keokuk County, Iowa,
and they had one son: W. Elmer, who is credit man
for the International Harvester Comjiany, with headquarters at Columbia, South Carolina.
As a boy and youth William C- Tomlinson divided
his time between a.ssisting his father on the home
place during half of the year and sjicnding the rest
in the public schools, both in Illinois and Iowa.
In
the winter of 1886 lie attended the United Presbyterian Academy, at Washington. Iowa, and on leaving
that institution entered upon his own career.
His
first experience was as a country school teacher in

Iowa, where he remained one term, and in 1887 he
came to Chanute and for six years taught in the
Neosho County schools. He continued as an educator
in the Neosho and Wilson
County schools for nine
years and the Wyandotte County schools for three
years, and in 1899 located jiermanently at Chanute,
where he began business as a dealer in second-hand
furniture and stoves. The sudden death of his father,
in 1900, caused him to give
up his business in order to
take charge of the undertaking establisliment, of
which he has since been the owner, the oflices being
located at No. 201 West Main Street.
One of the
most modern of undertakers, Mr. Tomlinson is always
on the alert to secure every improvement or advantage
of new discoveries, and keeps his equipment abreast
of the times in all ])articulars.
His residence is at
No. 221 Southwestern Avenue.
•Mr. Tomlinson is a republican, ami at various times
has lieeii called upon by his fellow-citizens to serve in
public positions^ having been township clerk of Canville Township for one term of two years, and a member of the Chanute Board of Education for seven
His religious faith is that of the Bajitist
years.
denomination, and lie has for several years been a
trustee of his church.
Mr. Tomlinson is ]>articularly
well known in fraternal circles, belonging to Cedar
Lodge No. lO.'i, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;

Chanute Lodge No. 852, Modern Woodmen of
America; Hector Lodge No. 64, Independent Order
of Odd Fellows; Chanute Lodge No. 63, Woodmen
of the World; the Fraternal Aid Union; Council No.
44, Sons and Daughters of Justice; Chanute Lodge
No. 688, Loyal Order of Moose; and the Anti-Horse
Thief Association; and also holds membership in the
Chanute Business Men 's Club and Abe Lincoln Camp
No. 83, Sons of Veterans, of which latter he is past
commander.
Mr. Tomlinson was married in 1889 at Earleton,
Kansas, to Miss Louvisa Williams, daughter of John
and Lydia (Shclton) Williams, retired farming people
who reside sit Chanute. Three children have been born
Vernie A., who received
to Mr. an<l Mrs. Tomlinson
a high school education and is now tlie wife of George
C. Young, who is connected with Wade & Stanley's
furniture store at Chanute: Bertha C, a graduate of
the Chanute High School, who taught school for one
year in Neosho County and two years at Chanute,
i)efore her nuirriage to Roy E. Cowen, who is manager
of the National Supjdy Comjiany, of Colorado, Kansas; and Bernice, who is attending the Chanute High
School as a member of the junior cl.ass.
:

;

Granville S. Hoss, Jr. Since his appointment to
the office of postmaster of Cherryvale, in 1915, Granville S. Hoss, Jr., has been discharging the duties of
his responsible position in a capable and conscientious manner that has given the ])eople of the city
no reason to complain of their mail service. Prior to
assuming the duties of this office, Mr. Hoss had been
connected with several business houses and had disforward
jilnyed ability that brought him favorably
as made of official timber.
Mr. Hoss was born at Nevada, Missouri, December
28, 1885, and is a son of Granville S. and Julia (McBride) Hoss. The Hoss family has been in America
since 1756, in which yeSr Johannes Hoss emigraterl
from Germany and. settled in Pennsylvania, from
whence the fiimily drifted to the West and South.
Samuel B. Hoss. grandfather of Granville S., was
born in 1819, in Greenville, Tennessee, ami was there
reared, educated and married. When still a young
man he migrated to Missouri, where he taught school
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some years, but tiually turned his attention to
on which he
farming and developed a" good farm,
carried on operations until his retirement from acHe died at Southwest City, Missouri,
tive affairs.
in 1904.
Samuel B. Hoss married Almeda Snell, of
the well-known family of that name in Tennessee,
in which state she was born, and they became the
for

A. B., who is a
parents of the following children:
banker of Southwest City, Missouri; Granville
T>. D. S., a
S.; Emma, who is the wife of L. O. Ellis,
retired dental practitioner of Kansas City, Missouri;
O. H., an attorney of Nevada, Missouri; and Fannie
of the
A., the wife of 'W'illam Arnold, a teacher
State of Washington.
Granville S. Hoss, Sr., was born October 29, 1850,
in Pettis County, Missouri, and was there reared and
educated and admitted to the bar. Prior to his marriage he removed to Vernon County, in the same
state, and for a number of years carried on a successful practice at Nevada, from whence, in 1897, he
went to Saint Louis, and formed a law partnership
with Senator Stone. This combination became one
of the strong ones of the city and continued until
his legal work and
Where he bought the Cherryvale
Telephone Company, of which he has since been
owner and manager. He is a democrat in politics,
and while in Vernon County, Missouri, served in the

1905,

when Mr. Hoss gave up

came

to Cherryv^le,

capacity of prosecuting attorney for several years.
He belongs to the Masonic fraternity and to the
Presbyterian Church. His home is at 426 East Main
Mr. Hoss married Julia McBride, who was
Street.
born August 6, 1856, at Paris, Missouri, and they
are the parents of four children: Granville S., Jr.;
LeRoy K., who is wire chief for the Cherryvale

Telephone Company; and Margaret and Julia, who
reside with their parents.

Granville S. Hoss, Jr., en.ioyed good educational
advantages in his youth, attending the public schools
of Nevada and Saint Louis, Missouri, and Smith
Academy, now a part of Washington University.
This latter institution he left in 1904 to become
a clerk in the office of the Colonial Security Company, of Saint Louis, but in 1905 accompanied his
father to Cherryvale and was made secretary of the
Cherryvale Telephone Company. This office he retained until 1915, when he was appointed by President Wilson as postmaster of Cherryvale, and took
charge of the duties of the office March 1st of that
year.

Mr. Hoss

is

a

democrat

in

politics

and

stanchly supports the candidates of his party.
In January, 1916, Mr. Hoss was married at Columbus, Kansas, to Miss Pearl E. Bornhouser, daughter
of William and Hattie Bornhouser, the latter of
whom is deceased, while the former resides in Oklahoma and is a contractor and builder. Mr. and Mrs.
Hoss reside in their modern home at No. 206 South

Neosho

Street.

William Elliott B.\rnh.«t, who has lived in
City, Kansas, since 1887, has held many large

Kansas

in
connection with transportation
both urban and general railway companies,
and has also regulated his private affairs so as to
give time for much public service to his home city.
His personal career has been one of many interesting experiences and achievements and his ancestry
is also an appropriate matter of record.
Mr. Barnhart was born at Cedar Valley in Wavne County,
Ohio, I>ecember 8, 1857, a son of Frederick William
and Clarissa (Gooding) Barnhart.

responsibilities

lines,
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The ]iaternal ancestry goes back to
grandfather Johann Wilhebn Bernhardt.

German

Palatinate,

now

including chiefly

his

greatthe

From

Baden and

Rhenish Bavaria, this ancestor emigrated on May 12,
1764, and settled in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania.
A son of Johann Wilhelm was Philippe
Bernhardt, who served as a soldier in the War of
1812.
Philippe's wife was Elizabeth Rice, whose
father, Frederick Rice, was a gallant soldier of the
War of the Revolution and when he died at Wooster,
Ohio, in February, 1848, he was accorded burial with
the honors of war.
The old family bible of Johann
Wilhelm and of Philippe Bernhardt is now in the
About
possession of Mr. Barnhart of Kansas City.
a hundred years ago the family name was changed
from Bernhardt to Barnhart so that the spelling
and pronunciation might conform.
On the maternal side Mr. Barnhart is descended
from George Gooding, who was born in England in
1632, and emigrated about 1650 to Plymouth Colony,
Five generasettling at Dighton, Massachusetts.
Mr.
tions of the Goodings are buried at Dighton.
Barnhart 's maternal grandfather, William Gooding,
^was one of the early settlers of Ohio. The descend'ants of George Gooding and of Miles Standish of
Mayflower fame frequently intermarried. The Goodings served in all the Colonial wars and the War of

It is a fact not generally known
the Revolution.
that the popular "Yankee Doodle" was composed
during the French and Indian war by an English
army officer as a satire on a company of Massachu-.
setts militia commanded by Captain Gooding of

Dighton.

The home of Mr. W. E. Barnhart during his childhood and youth was at Cedar Valley and Wooster
in Wayne County, and at Seville and a farm near

He also
in Medina County, Ohio.
spent a part of his youth in Brooklyn, New York.
He was an office boy employed in New York City
during the great panic of 187.3, and was standing
on the steps of the banking house of Jay Cook &
Company in 1873 when that institution closed and
precipitated a panic which for widespread consequences was one of the greatest this country has
ever endured. For his higher education Mr. Barnhart
returned to Ohio and entered Oberlin College, where
he was graduated in 1878 at the age of twenty.
He was the youngest member of his class. While in
Chippewa Lake

college he paid nearly all his expenses by teaching
country school and by tutoring in Greek and Latin
at Oberlin and Elyria.
His career since leaving college covers a period of
nearly forty years. His first ambition was to become
a lawyer.
He studied law at Elyria and while a
student supported himself by teaching.
Going to
St. Louis, in 1879, he entered "the office of the United
Somewhat later
States district attorney as a clerk.
he realized that the law was not entirely to his
liking as a permanent occupation, and in October,
1879, he entered the railway mail service. For about
a year he was a postal clerk on the Missouri Pacific
Railway. He was then detailed to the office of superintendent of the Seventh Division, Rural Mail Service.
One promotion followed another rapidly, and in 1883
he was made chief clerk, later assistant superintendent of the division, and given assistant superIn
vision over the postal service of seven states.
1884 Mr. Barnhart was sent by the ITnitcd States
Government to the City of Mexico to arrange a better interchange of mails between the two countries.
A few months later he received an offer from the
Diaz administration to take charge of the railway
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mail service of the entire Republic of Mexico. This
offer on account of family reasons he declined.
It

is

well

known

tliat

the

Government service

in

America, even the postal service, docs not offer the
opportunities for a career such as are found in the
Mr. Barnhart
English civil service for instance.
realized the limitations, and not desiring to
his entire life as a Government employe, he
He
resigned and moved to Kansas City, Kansas.
has had his home in that city from October 1, 1887.

early
])ass

At Kansas

City, Kansas, Mr. Barnhart became
with the street railway system during its
At different times he served in
constructive period.
the following capacities: Land agent, secretary, audiIn 1897 he entered the
tor and as superintendent.
service of the Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf Railway, now the Kansas City Southern, and filled consecutively the offices of special agent in charge of
mail service and insurance, chief clerk to general
manager, and tax commissioner. In 1901 Mr. Barnhart became identified with the Kansas City, Mexico
Jt Orient Railway as right of way, townsite and tax
commissioner.
He is still connected with that company, though most of his time is now devoted to his
private interests in the oil fields of Louisiana. While
making some land purchases for the Kansas City
Southern Company in 1900, Mr. Barnhart had the
distinction of discovering the Caddo oil fields in
Louisiana,
While his business interests have lain largely outside of Kansas City, Mr. Barnhart has become widely
identified

known

for his active participation in

local

affairs.

In 1894-95 he was chairman of the Wyandotte County
In 189.5 he was
Republican Central Committee.
elected a member of the Kansas City, Kansas, Board
of Education, was on the board nine years, and seven
years of that time was president. Wliile he was in
office the city high school building, the Carnegie Library, and many ward school buildings were erected.
Mr. Barnhart was jiresident of the Mercantile Club
of Kansas Citj-, Kansas, during the year 1914-1.5, and
in 1915 was elected president of the Associated
For
Charities of the city, an office he still retains.
many years he has served as a trustee of the Congregational Church.
At Elyri,!, Ohio, April 27, 1881, Mr. Barnhart marMrs. Barnhart was
ried Mattie Lake Johnston.
born at Elyria, Ohio, September 1,"{, 1861, daughter
In
of Charles W. and Mary (Fisher) .lohnston.
the maternal line she is a distant relative of Grover
Mrs. Barnhart is descended from Peter
Cleveland.
.Tohnston, who was born in Lockerby, Annandale,
He emigrated to America and
Scotland, in 17.35.
located in Saratoga County, Xew York, in 1773. Soon
afterward he proved his devotion to the Colonial
cause by serving as a soldier in the Revolution in
Captain Efihraini Woodworth 's company of the
Thirteenth Regiment of Albany County Militia. Mrs.
Barnhart for many years has been prominent in the
Woman 's Club and the general social, civic and church
life of Kansas City, Kansas.
Four children were born to their marriage: Marian
Florence, born August 1, 1885, was married March
Oliver Frederick
19, 1908, to Samuel Stewart, Jr.
Johnston, bom June 2'i, 1894, is now a student in the
State Agricultural College at Manhattan.
Alice
Clarisse, liorn June 16, 1896, is now finishing her
education in Oberlin College, Ohio. Charles Eugene,
liom January 6, 1899, died January 28, 1913.
•

Austin H. Jennings. For many years the name
of Jennings has been honorably associated with busi-

ness enterprises of importance in Kansas City, through
the efforts of Austin H. Jennings, who is president of
the Crystal Springs Ice, Fuel & Grain Company and
is interested in other concerns that occupy a prominent place in the commercial field. .lUthough not quite
so active as in earlier years, Mr. .lennings continues
one of the most stable and dependable of the city's
business men and one of the most reputable and

esteemed citizens.
Mr. Jennings was
25, 1850, on a farm near Delaware, Ohio.

highly

May

parents were Austin H. and Jane H.

(Pratt)

born
His
Jen-

nings.

Austin H. Jennings was born in Ohio, a descendant
an old north of Ireland family that had emiThe
grated to the L^nited States in colonial days.
parents of Mr. .lennings were i)ioneers in Delaware
County, industrious but of limited means, and he had
no educational o|)portunities in his youth, in fact
was educated by his wife after their marriage. All
his life lie had the highest respect for every educational measure and was one of the willing organizers
of what became the Ohio Wesleyan University, in
which institution a number of his children were educated, assisted by their father as he was able, but of
enough enterprise and independence to earn the means
for themselves.
Mr. Jennings was a farmer and
through his industry and prudence acquired enough
land to assure him a competency and was considered
He
a man of means for that time when he died.
was married to Jane H. Pratt, who was born in
Devonshire, England, and accompanied her parents
to Ohio.
Her father was a cooper and followed that
trade all his life.
After marriage, Mr. and Mrs.
Jennings settled on land that was yet in the wilderness, paying $1 an acre for the same.
They endured
every pioneer hardship, from haN-ing to travel on
pack horses all the way from Virginia to Zanesrille,
Ohio, to building a primitive log cabin and subsisting
as best they could until Mr. Jennings had succeeded
in clearing land and getting in a crop.
In this
primitive home, later replaced by a comfortable one,
thirteen children were liorn and of the eight survivors Austin H. Jennings is the oldest.
It was from homes like this that brave and hardy
young men responded when President Lincoln called
for soldiers to preserve the Union. Although Austin
H. was too young to be a soldier, he can recall when
his oldest brothers, Robert P. and Harvey S., enlisted
as privates in Company C, Fourth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry. Robert P. had already completed his medical education and was prepared to enter into practice, but his patriotism, in spite of somewhat impaired health, led him to set aside a career to which
he had looked forward long, and enter the army.
-Vftcr four months he was discharged for disability
but later was apjiointed an assistant surgeon in the
of

Fifty-first Regiment and served in this capacity until
the Civil war was over.
Harvey S., the second of
the soldier brothers of Mr. .Jennings, served with such
conspicuous bravery throughout the entire war, that
after the battle of Chancellorsville, when he captured

two of the enemy, he received a commission as second
lieutenant by a vote of Congress. He never accepted
this commission because of his unwillingness to be separated from his comr.ades in General Hancock's corps,
in the Army of the Potomac, with whom he had
fought on the battlefields of Winchester, Gettysburg
and at other points. He was thrice wounded and did
not recover sufficiently to return home until three
months after the war ended.
Austin H. Jennings attended the public schools in
Delaware County and after completing the high school
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course, decided on a year at college. Not to be outdone by his older brothers, who had worked their
way through college, he determined to be equally
independent and in order to secure this college training accepted honest labor of any kind, such as shov-

eling gTavel and shearing sheep. After his collegiate
year was completed he made his way to Illinois with
Gibson City as his objective point as he had secured
a school to teach there. He walked the distance of
thirty miles from Bloomington to Gibson City and
during the year he remained there, teaching the first
school, the

town was

laid out.

Mr. Jennings returned tlien to Ohio and for one
year was a student in the Ohio Wesleyan University.

He

then spent four years as a clerk in a clothing
and during this time was able to accumulate
enough capital to warrant his embarking in business
for himself, but just then a partnership was offered
and probably if his health had not failed, Kansas
would never have been able to claim one of its
worthiest citizens.
In 1878 Mr. Jennings came to Kansas to look over
the country with an idea of locating here and became
well satisfied and returned to Ohio in order to settle
up his affairs and for his family, but his father 's
sudden death interfered with his plans. It was necessary for him to assist in closing his father 's estate
and it was not until 1883 that he returned to Kansas,
accompanied by his family, and located at Winfield,
in Cowley County, which was then the home of a
brother, who was engaged there in the practice of
law.
The country in that vicinity was new and Mr.
Jennings acquired the ownership of six farms. He
store

in several ways and rebuilt his
health while living in the open for a year.
An investment in wheat proved a fortunate venture and
later he went into the business of buying claims and
renting them out and subsequently drifted into the
real estate and bond business, in which he continued
to be interested for eighteen years.
He was appointed during this time, receiver for the McCoIlumof
Cochran Company
Winfield and cleared up the case,
paid all debts and returned the store to the owners.
He resided on his farm land for six years and during
this time introduced the first alfalfa in Cowley County,

became interested

Mr. Jennings
foresight continually leading him
along progressive ways and seldom directing him
wrong.
Mr. Jennings was married February 9, 1876, to
Miss Laura Sidle, who was born in Pleasant Valley,
Ohio.
Her parents were natives of Pennsylvania
and Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Jennings have two sons,
Austin H., Jr., and Frank H.
It was in order to
give his sons better educational advantages that Mr.
moved
to
Kansas City, Missouri, and resided
.Tennings
there two years.
He then became interested in the
Crystal Springs Ice, Fuel & Grain Company, building
up the plant in 1902. He went into this business with
no previous experience but his general knowledge of
business made the undertaking successful.
He is
president of the company, while Frank H. is vice
and
Austin
is
H.
president
The
general manager.
ice is wholesaled to retailers and the business is now
conducted by the two young men. Mr. Jennings was
the organizer of the Northwestern Garage &
Storage
Company, of which Frank H. is general manager.
The elder son, Austin H., is also in the employ of
the Government and has charge of the handling of
mail and parcel post packages at Kansas City, Kansas.
Mr. Jennings has additional interests to those already mentioned, being the owner of much city propHe was one of
erty both business and residential.
'
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the organizers of the Peoples National Bank, Kansas
City, Kansas, and for several years was one of its
directors.
In his own material prosperity he has not
been unmindful of the wants and needs of others,
ever being generously disposed and has been a liberal
supporter of education and religion. In 1886 he was
instrumental in having a meeting called to secure
the location of a Methodist school at Winfield, and
donated the first $500 for the purpose. It is now a
flourishing institution and bears the name of the
Southwestern University of Winfield and he has been
a constant supporter of the same from its beginning.
a republican, Mr. Jennings supports
party from principle, never having been willing
to accept any puldic oflSce.
He belongs to the Blue
Lodge in Masonry, while both sons have advanced to
the thirty-second degree.
Both he and wife belong
to the Methodist Episcopal Church and in earlier
years were very active in its various departments of
work. They naturally have a wide circle of friends.

Politically

this

Thomas E. Donn'ELL.vn of Parsons has the active
supervision of all Southeastern Kansas, Eastern Oklahoma and Southwest Missouri for the International
Harvester Company. He has been general agent for
that great corporation for the past fifteen years.
Mr. Donnellan is a Kansas man, is a birthright farmer
and knows the practical side of farming, an experience which has proved valuable to him as representing
a great agricultural house.
His family on botli sides came to Kansas in terHis father, John Donnellan, who was
ritorial days.
born in County Clare, Ireland, in 182-i, came to this
country at the age of twenty years, and for several
years was employed in the lumber camps of New York
State. It was in March, 1856, that he came to Kansas.
Kansas was then a territory and the scene of
the great struggle which earned for the territory

His first location
the name "Bleeding Kansas."
was in Miami County, where he secured 160 acres of
an old Indian reservation and for two years was engaged in cultivating it. The activities of the Bushwliaekers drove him away from that land, and he then
moved to Atchison County. Subsequently he sold
the quarter section in Miami County and in Atchison
County he bought a farm of 160 acres a half mile
west of Lancaster.
Thereafter he was one of the
leading farmers and citizens of Atchison County until
John Donnellan was a republican,
his death in 1894.
and was one of the first justices of the peace in
Atchison County and for many years served on the
For twelve years he was township
school board.
John Donnellan
treasurer of Lancaster Township.
and all his family were members of the Catholic
Church.
During the war he was a member of the
Home Guards, in the Union army, and helped repel
The wife of John
the invasion of General Price.
Donnellan was Mary Davidson, who was born in
Uniontown, Pennsylvania, in 1828 and died in Atchison County, Kansas, in 1895. Her father Robert M.
Davidson was born in Pennsylvania in 1807 and was
of Scotch ancestry, the Daridsons having come to
Pennsylvania in colonial times. Robert Davidson
spent his early life in Pennsylvania, was a carpenter and builder by trade, and in 1857 migrated to
For a number of years
Atchison County, Kansas.
he was a general merchant there and died at LancasThe children of John Donnellan and
ter in 1889.
wife were Anna, wife of Albert Ostertag, a traveling salesman living at Atchison, Kansas; Thomas E.
William R., who has a hardware and implement store
at Lancaster; Emma, who is cashier in a store at
;
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Margaret, wife

of August Mangelsdorf,
the wholesale seed business at Atchison;
and Juniata, wife of John Cleary, a farmer in Atchison County.

Atchison;

who

is

in

Born

in

Atchison County, Kansas, April 16, 1864,
the first twenty-one years
of his life on his father's farm.
He attended the
public schools, and himself became a school teacher,
following that work in his native county for five
He was one of the young and progressive
years.
farmers of Atchison County four years, and also filled
the position of under-sheriff there four years.
After two years in the coal and lumber business
at Atchison Mr. Donnellan in 1901 entered the service of the International Harvester Company, becomHe has since reprcing gonoral ajjciit for Kansas.

Thomas E. Donnellan spent

Bented this corporation and in December, 1914, moved
to Parsons, from which city he supervises a force of
fifty-four men in Kansas, Eastern Oklahoma and
Southwestern Missouri. There are five other branch
offices in the State of Kansas under his jurisdiction.
Mr. Donnellan 's oflBces are on Twentieth Street and

Broadway.
His home

is at 1631 Corning Street.
Mr. Donnela republican, and besides the ofEcial service
already mentioned was township trustee and township treasurer of Lancaster Towiishijt in Atchison
County. He is a member of the Catholic Church, and
belongs to Council No. 723, Kniglits of Columbus at
Atchison, to Lodge Xo. 647 of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks at Atchison, to the Modern
Woodmen of America and the Knights of the Maccabees at Atchison, and the Woodmen of the World at
Topeka. He is also an active member of the Parsons
Commercial Club and the Eotary Club.
In Atchison County on April 4, 1888, Mr. Donnellan married Miss Emma Schlctzbaum, daughter of
Francis and Elizabeth Schletzbaum.
Mr. and Mrs.
Donnellan are the parents of three children
John
F., who is a graduate of St. Benedict 's College at
Atchison, is now advertising manager for the Coast
Banker and lives at San Francisco; Rosalia is a student in the Parsons High School; Robert E., a graduate of St. Benedict's College at Atchison, is now a
traveling representative of the International Harves-

lan

is

:

ter

Company.

James H. De Coursey. Many

of the great commer-

houses of the world have been built up from a
small foundation, and a young law student 's enterprise in nourishing and develoning a business idea
of his own, is resjionsible for the most extensive ice
cream and butter manufacturing jilant in the State of
Kansas. It is located at Kansas City and is the ])roperty of the De Coursey family, and its able manager,
James H. De Coursey, was also its founder.
The De Coursey name has been one held in high
regard in Kansas for three generations. The first of
the familv. .lames De Coursey, was born in Louisiana,
undoubtedlv of French stock, and in the gold rush of
1819 traveled by wagon to California from Illinois.
He returned by water and after marrying in Illinois,
came again to Kansas, the appearance of the state
having pleased him when he had crossed overland on
his way westward.
He located on a farm in .Johnson
County, near Edgerton, broke up his land with oxen
and bore mnnv hardships there before moving to Leavenworth, in 18.J9, after selling his farm.
There he
encaged in the grocery trade and also became interested in dairying and he is credited with founding the
cial

creamery in the state, in 1879. During the Civil
war he was a member of the Home Guards. He was

first

the father of four sons and three daughters, and three
sons and one daughter survive.
Edwin E. De Coursey, son of James and father of
^ames H. De Coursey, accomjianied his father to Kan.sas bvit in 1879 went to Colorado and for some years
was a mine operator at Leadvillc and became interested also in ranching. He came back to Kansas and
located at Leavenworth in 1898 and at present is a
resident of Kansas City, Kansas, but he still retains
his interests in Colorado.
He is a democrat politically and was quite active in public affairs in Colorado, serving there as chairman of the county central
committee, also as assessor and as water commissioner.
Edwin E. De Coursey was married in Colorado to
Miss Mary E. McCormick, and they have five children:
.Tames 11., Frank C. and William B., all interested in
the De Coursey Ice. Cream Manufacturing Company;
Edward J., proprietor of a hotel at Mexia, Texas;

and Mary, residing at home.
.Tames H. De Coursey attended the public schools
and St. Mary's College and then entered upon the
study of law in the offices of E. S. McAnany and M.
L. .Uden, at Kansas City, and subsequently worked
It
his way through the Kansas City School of Law.
was during his student days that lie began experimenting in a small way at Xo. 330 Seventh Street, in the
manufacture of ice cream, his quarters being too
He gradually was able
small for much expansion.
to interest his father in his enterprise and then his
brothers, and in 1908 the business partnership was
formed that has been the means of ailding one more
imjiortant manufacturing plant to Kansas City. The
normal ilemaud for this dainty is large in every section and when it is marketed un<ler the De Coursey
brand, its handling is found jirofitable everywhere.
James H. De Coursey is one of the younger business
men of Kansas City, his birth having taken place at
Alma, Colorado, July 29, 1883, but practically his life
has been spent here. Outside of his creamery interests
he is otherwise concerned, being a director of the
Riverview State Bank and of the Peoples National
Bank, and is president of the Kansas Ice Cream ImPolitically he is a democrat
jirovement .Association.
and is president of the Wyandotte County Democratic
Club.
In 1910 Mr. De Coursey was married to Miss Julia
McMan\is, who was born in Kansas City and is a
daughter of Michael McManus, one of the pioneer residents.
They have two children: Edwin and Mary.
Mr. and Mrs. De Coursey are devout members of
He belongs to the Knights of
the Catholic Church.

Columbus, to the Elks and to the Merchants Club,
and is ever ready to testify to his public spirit by
assisting in laudable public movements.
In some individuals the
WiLi.i.\M Henry Hite.
business sense is remarkably develo]ied and this
attain
proves the medium through which they may
an eminence not to be gained by those who try to
control affairs for which they have no aptitude. It
that no one reaches
is now generally recognized
nn\isual success who works against his natural inclinations, and when competition is so keen men need
every assistance that developed talent can give in
order to take profitable advantage of offered opportunities and to be able to develop legitimate business
chances.
Especiallv is this true in communities
where strong and able men gather, such as Cherryvale, where although the field of operation is broad,
the rivalry is intense.
Among the men of Cherryvale who have won success throuch the possession
of marked business talent is William Henry Hite,
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When he
Store.
[iroprietor of the Globe Clothing
entered upon his career at the early age of twelve
and
years, he followed his inclination for business,
"as his talents have developed he has fitted into his
he
opportunities, so that now, in the prime of life,
finds himself at the head of the largest establishment of its kind in this part of the state.
Mr. Hite was born in Wheatland, Missoliri, Marcli
20, 1869, a member of an early Missouri pioneer famof William
ily, probably from Virginia, and a son
Henry and Martha (Van Noy) Hite. His father was
born in Missouri, in 1849, and was reared on a farm,
and naturally when he entered upon his own career
chose farming as his vocation. Mr. Hite was an indirect victim of the Civil war, for while he never
enlisted or fought as a soldier lie was killed in a
skirmish with "bushwhackers" in the disturbed
time that followed the close of the great struggle,
and died from the effect of a gun-shot wound in May,
1869. He was a democrat. Mr. Hite married Martha
Van Noy, who was born in 1850, in Tennessee, and
she still survives him and resides at Cherryvalc with
her son by a second marriage, Harry Kimey.
William Henry Hite was an infant of two months
when his father died, and he was reared in the home
of his maternal grandmother, Mrs. Mary Van Noy,
St Wheatland, Hickory County, Missouri, where lie
received his education in the local school. The fact
that his wages were needed and that he was anxious
to enter upon his career caused him to leave school
when but twelve years of age, and the greater part
of his education has come in the school of experience
and through coming into contact with men of real
7)ractical knowledge, with whom he has been forced
to match wits in the business world.
His first position was as a clerk in a general store at Wheatland,
and during the six years that he held this position
lie became more or less familiar with almost
every
type of article which may be sold, the stock coma
wide variety oif goods. In 1888 he adprising
vanced himself when he went to Clinton, Missouri,
and after one year spent as clerk there went to
Peepwater, Missouri, where he remained as clerk in
a clothing store for nine years.
He had been connected with what was known as the Globe Clothing
Store, and in 1898 the firm sent him to take charge
of their branch at Pittsburg, Kansas, with which he
was identified four years. During all this time Mr.
Hite had been carefully saving his earnings with one
end in view that of becoming the
proprietor of an
establishment of his own. His opportunity occurred
in 1902, when he came to
Cherryvale and' formed a
partnershiji with G. K. Withers, opening an establishment under the firm name of the Globe
Clothing
Store.
The start was modest, but the people soon
appreciated that the house was one where they could
receive good value for their
expenditures, and trade
grew rapidly. The partnership continued until 1909,
when Mr. Hite bought out his partner's interest and
since that time he has been the sole
The
proprietor
store, situated at the corner of West Main and
Neosho streets, has appointments of a modern character, with a well selected and carefullv
arranged
stock of clothing, shoes, hats and
furnishings, and
the original policy of the
store, to give full value
tor money received, has never
been changed
The
business has grown steadilv until now
it not onlv
commands a large trade in
but
attracts
Cherrwale,
from Thayer, Parsons and Mound
Vallev
pat^ronage
and the Globe splits the trade of this
section with
the large establishments of
Coffevville and Inde-

—
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pendence. In business circles Mr. Hite is accounted
an astute business man, alive to every opportunity,
but honorable in every way.
A republican in politics, Mr. Hite has been active
ill the ranks of his
i>arty, and has served as ward
committeeman, and as delegate to county and state
conventions, and was a delegate to the State Convention at Topeka, Kansas, in 1910. He is a member of the Presbyterian Church. Fraternally, he is
also prominent, being a thirty-second degree Mason,
and a member of Cherryvale Lodge No. 137, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons; Cherryvale Chapter No.
86, Royal Arch Masons, of which he is past high
priest; Saint Bernard Commandery No. 10, Knights
Templar, of Independence; Fort Scott Consistory No.
4
and Mirza Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles
of the Mystic Shrine, of Pittsburg, Kansas. He belongs also to Cherryvale Lodge No. 989, Benevolent
ancl Protective Order of Elks; Cherryvale
Camp No.
142, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Cherryvale
Camp No. 154, Woodmen of the World; and' Jayhawker Camp No. 913, Modern Woodmen of America.
He has been an active member of the Commercial
Club for a long period, and his standing in business
circles is indicated liy the fact that he was
president
of this organization for about six years, and that he
;

now secretary and treasurer of "the Kansas Retail
Clothiers Association. He owns his own modern
home,
at No. 419 East Main Street.
is

At Austin, Missouri, in 1894, Mr. Hite was marWoodard, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Ichabod Woodard, who still live at .\ustin. Mr.
Woodward, who is now a farmer, was a merchant
at Austin and near Kansas City
during the Civil war
Mr. and Mrs. Hite are the parents of the
)ieriod.
following children: William Blaine, born September
21, 1895, a graduate of the Cherryvale High School,
and now a sophomore at the Universitv of Kansas;
Woodward Van Noy, born September 6, 1897, a graduate of Cherryvale High School, who is a freshman
at Lawrence University; Chester
Henry, born August 17, 1910, attending the graded school; and
ried to Miss Dell

Mary

Elizabeth, born

Anthony

C.

November

Fasenjiyer, now

22,

1913.

retired, has

been a

constructive factor in the commercial affairs of Kansas City, Kansas, and
many of the results of his
thirty-one years of activity still stand and have entered permanently into the life and well
of the

being
community.
Mr. Fasenmyer was born at
Fryburg in Clarion
County, Pennsylvania, January 10, 1857. He was the
third of five children whose
parents were Jacob and
Frances (Fletcher) Fasenmyer.
His grandfather

Balthaser Fasenmyer lived near
Strassburg in Alsace,
France. He spent seven years as a soldier under the'
great Napoleon. From there he emigrated to America
and located at Fryburg, Pennsylvania,
having come
from a town of a similar name in
Baden, Germany.
He was a farmer. Jacob Fasenniver
was for fifty
"
years a merchant in Pennsylvania.
His children attended the little red schoolhouse in the
country and
that was the only
advantages they had outside" of a

good home training.
After leaving school
clerked

in

his

father's

Anthony
store

C.

Fasenmyer

thus acquired" a
fundamental knowledge of
At the
merchandising.
age of seventeen his father started him in a store in
a small country town near Fryburg, and he was identified with that business until he removed to
Kansas.
It was due to the
persuasion of Father Kuhls of
St. Mary's
in
Kansas
Hospital
Citv, Kansas
and
and"
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an old friend of tbe Fasenmyer family, that Anthony
Fa-senniyer came out to the West and with his wife
and one child settled at Wyandotte, now Kansas City,
Kansas. Uis first business was handling real estate

Dan Rooney, and Dan Furlong.
was known as Eooney, Furlong & Fasenmyer. With the collapse of the boom in Kansas this
firm was one of many that was caught in financial
straits, and Mr. Fasenmyer lost jiractically .all he had
gained by his jirevious years of effort and the year
following he spent as manager of the Kansas Catholic, a local publication, and then with money borrowed from the A. M. Northrup Banking Company
he once more engaged in business for himself at r>30
Minnesota Avenue. That was his business home for
twenty years, and in 1911 he sold out and retired.
His two brothers Frank P. and Joseph G. Fasenmyer,
also conducted a clothing store in the same block
and on the same side of the street. All these tliree
in partnership with

The

firm

brothers made comfortable fortunes as business men
of the city.
Mr. Anthony Fasenmyer was one of the organizers
of the Commercial Bank and of the Kansas Trust

Company and

Citizens Savings Bank, and

was vice

president and a director in each organization for fifteen years. He has acquired a large amount of real
estate, and owns the two story building at the corner
of Seventli ajid Minnesota avenues which he built and
which bears his name.

On January 13, 1885, Mr. Fasenmyer married Mrs.
Mary (Sterner) Groner. She was born at Fryburg,
Pennsylvania. Nine children were born to them, two
of whom died in infancy. Cornelius is a business man
in Kan.sas City, Kansas, and lOugene G. is also a
young business man, both tlic sons having risen to
commendable prominence in local affairs. Louisa is
the wife of Harry Mauk of Orlando, Florida, where
he followed contracting, and they have two children.
Christinia lives at home. Mary is a Sister of Cliarity
at Butte, Montana.
Julia and Frances are trained
nurses at St. .Josepli's Hos])ital in Kansas Wty, Missouri.
Anthony is a student in the electrical engineering and mechanical department of Notre Dame
University, in Indiana. Collette is still at home. Mr.
Fasenmyer has given his children lilioral advantages
in the way of education and all the comforts of a
good home.
Mr. Fasenmyer has always exercised his independent judgment in .politics, has stood for everything
that would make a better and greater community, but
has never sought any office. He and his family are
active members of St. Mary's Catholic Church and
Mrs. Fasenmyer is one of the foremost church workers
ami has done much to alleviate the conditions of the
poor and needy in her home city.

George W. Kidder, who, excepting for the earliest
years of infancy, has spent his entire life in Crawford County, has had a long and varied and extremely
useful relationship with business affairs in various
towns of that county and particularly in Pittsburg.
Mr. Kidder is now secretary of the Chamber of Commerce and is also secretary of the Retail Merchants
Association.

The Pittsburg Chamber of Commerce, which was
established in 1881 at the beginning of the town when
Pittsburg was nothing more than a coal camp, has
been in continuous operation ever since. They performed a great work and the city itself in many ways
stands as a monument to the cooperative endeavors
of this organization. It now has about .SOO members
representing every business, professional and me-

chanical pursuit, and these men are associated in
such a way that their united efforts constitute a tremendous power for tlie upbuilding and advantage of
Pittsburg.
Many notable results have been accomplished by the organization.
In recent years the Chamber has brought about
the construction of thirty-five miles of jiaved streets,
the construction of a big storm sewer drainage
system caring for a large portion of tlie city, the buildof
and
concrete
ing
curbing, guttering
bridges, and
the improvement of several beautiful jiarks for the
recreation of the citizens.
The purchasing of the
waterworks of the city, the extension of its mains
to remote parts of the towns, extension and improvements of roads leading in every direction beyond city
limits, the adjustment of railroad rates, the additional improvements placed in the city schools and in
the State Manual Training Normal. The
advocating
and attending to of civic improvements with a view
to continuous beautification
all
these are a few
of the notable results accomplished through the combined efforts and influence of the Chamber of Commerce.
Analytical and practical tests have recently
been made through this organization of the various
clays abounding in great tjuautities in this part of
Kansas. These tests have demonstrated to practical
pottery manufacturers the great possibilities of a
clay product business at Pittsburg.
Pittsburg is an
ideal situation for such industries.
It has unusual
natural advantages in the way of raw material and
cheap fuel, has unexcelled shipping facilities and an
enormous territory demanding such product and
within easy reach by rail from factory to consumer.
One of the objects now being pursued with great
energy by the Chamber is the building up of this
Tlie Chamber of
particular industry at Pittsburg.
Commerce is a very live organization and its secretary Mr. Kidder has taken special pains to render it
a medium of reliable and prompt information to all

—

interested parties.

The Kettiil Merchants Association of Pittsburg, of
which Mr. Kidder is also secretary, has for its object
the closer relations and betterment of the merchants
of Crawford County.
This association furnishes to
its members all legal and proper information which
the individual merchants might require for their protection or for other business purposes.
Thus this
association has on file for the use of its members
ratings on jiatrons, collection accounts statistics, information on bogus check writers and forgers, maintains a strict censorship on all special advertising
jdans presented, on all special sales systems by trading stamps, coupons, etc., and the association also
The
makes weekly reports on chattel mortgages.
present officers of tlie association are: J. M. Leipiiian, president; F. D. Barker, vice president; G. W.
Kidder, secretary; and H. Degan, Sr., treasurer.

George W.

Kidder was born in Adams County,
8, 1S68, and was lirought to Southeastern Kansas about three years later. His father
L. H. Kidder, who was born in Adams County, Illinois, .Tanuary 11, 184."!, was descended from an English family that came from England to Maine in
colonial times. L. H. Kidder spent his early life as a
farmer and school teacher in Adams County, and in
1871 he arrived on the full tide of early settlement
in Southeastern Kansas.
He located on a farm four
miles south of Pittsburg in Baker Township of
Crawford County, and being one of the early arriv.als
he was able to select a good tract of 160 acres at a
Illinois,

.lune

Some years later he
cost of only $1.25 ]ier acre.
sold his farm and was engaged in the grocery business
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and later at Pittsburg. He was also well
in public affairs, and for four years was clerk
of the District Court of Crawford County and held

at Girard

known

various township oflBces. Politically he was a republican, was a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and belonged to Pittsburg Lodge No. 56
Ancient Order of United Workmen. He now resides
at 106 East Park Street in Pittsburg and is engaged
in the grocery business at 108 West Third Street.
L. H. Kidder married Miss Matilda H. Moore, who
was born in Muskingum County, Ohio, January 6,
1843, and is still living. Their children were: George
W. Alice, who died at the age of 4% years; Charles
Watson, who lives at Pittsburg but* is a traveling
salesman for the Eidenour-Baker Grocery Company
of Kansas City, Missouri.
The early education of George W. Kidder came
He
from the public schools of Crawford County.
finished the junior year in the Girard High School,
but left school in 1888 to begin his practical comHe spent one
mercial and mercantile experience.
year with the firm of Kidder & Merriweather, and
another year with the successor of that firm T. P.
Gregg. For a year he clerked in a grocery and shoe
store at Girard, and tlien had charge of the grocery
department of the A. W. Barker department store at
Girard until April, 1892. At that date Mr. Kidder
came to Pittsburg, and was engaged in the mercanHe
tile business with his father from 1894 to 1896.
then sold his interest to the older Kidder and spent
a year in the mechanical department of the Kansas
City Southern Railroad Company and for four years
was head bookkeeper in the coal department of that
road.
He was next employed as head bookkeeper
a year and a half by the Pittsburg Daily Headlight.
Ill health compelled him to give up tliat work.
He
was then in the real estate business under the firm
name of Kidder and Coulter until 1908. The panic
of that year brought on hard times which compelled
him to sell out to his partner, and for the next two
years he had charge of the general office of W. W.
Cook & Sons, contractors for light, water and sewer
In 1910 Mr. Kidder returned to the Headplant.
light as solicitor, but in a short time took charge of
the new business department for the Home Light
;

Heat and Power Company. He spent two years with
that concern. In February, 1912, he was elected secretary of the Pittsburg Chamber of Commerce and
since 1913 has been secretary of the Crawford County
Retail Merchants Association. He is also secretary of
the Crawford County Good Roads Association.
His
offices are in the Globe Building.
Mr. Kidder is a repuldican, and from 1900 to 1908
had a place on the city council. He is a steward in
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is superintendent of the Intermediate Department of the Sunday
School. Among other business interests he is a stockholder in the new Cornelia Copper Company at Calumet, Michigan, and in the Elgin Motor Car Company
of Chicago.

Fraternally he

is

affiliated

with Pitts-

burg Lodge No. 187 Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, and Pittsburg Chapter No. .58 Royal Arch
Masons.
On July 8, 1896, at Girard, Kansas, Mr. Kidder
married Miss Emma Purdun. Mr. and Mrs. Kidder
have three children: Clarence H., who graduated from
the Pittsburg High School in 1914 and is now a
student of the State Manual Training Normal School
at Pittsburg. Maurice A. is in the freshman class of
the high school, while Elizabeth A. is in the sixth
grade of the grammar schools.

2067

John L. Robinsox. The absolute honesty, the
feeling of community interest, the intelligent public
spirit that belong and illuminate the best type of
citizen, are all qualities demanded of men who
enter the banking field.
The close relation between
banks and a community's prosperity makes the banking business one of paramount importance. One of
the well known financiers of Neosho County,
Kansas,
is John L.
Robinson, president of the Fidelity State
Bank, at Clianute, a busmess man of long and honorable experience.
Mr. Robinson was born June 25,
1865, in Delaware County, Iowa, and is a son of A. M.
and Joseiihine (Sprague) Robinson.
Without doubt the Rol>inson family came to the
American colonies from Scotland. They settled in
the State of New York and in tlie main have been
A. M. Robinson, father of John L.
agriculturists.
Robinson, was born in New York State in 1820, and
died at Buffalo, in Wilson County, Kansas, in 1898.
In 1834 he accompanied his parents when they removed

New York to Michigan, and still later to Lee
County, Illinois, where he grew to manhood and
acquired farming land, which, in 1871 he traded for
a quarter section of wild land situated 2^/2 miles east
of Buffalo, in Wilson County, Kansas, on which he
resided until 1885 and then retired and came to
For many years he was active in the
Chanute.
affairs of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which
he was a class leader.
A. M. Robinson was married in Illinois to Josephine
Sprague, who was born in the City of Quebec, Canada,
in 1827, and died at Chanute, Kansas, in 1890.
They
had three children: Solomon E., wlio is a farmer in
the Saskatchewan country; Josephine,, who died at
the age of six years; and John L., of Chanute, Kansas.
In the public schools of Wilson County, John L.
Robinson made such rapid progress that when but
sixteen years old he secured a certificate that enablei!
him to teach school and he alternated teaching and
farming until 1885, when he came to Chanute. Here
he became a clerk for the grocery firm of Lindsay &
Anderson and continued there for nine years, making
many personal and business friends and gaining solid
knowledge along business lines. Later he jiurchascd
the grocery stock of Samuel Foster and subsequently
entered into partnership in the grocery line with J. R.
Copple, under the firm name of Copple & Robinson.
They continued in business for two years, their store
being located on the corner of Main Street and Highland Avenue, in the heart of the city. After the disfrom

solution of this partnership, Mr. Robinson conducteil
a general store at Yilas, Kansas, for eight months,
removing his business then to Buffalo, where he continued for five years and one month, under the firm
style of Shirley & Robinson.
Mr. Robinson returned then to Chanute as a better
business field, buying at that time an interest in the
Bank of Commerce, becoming assistant cashier of the
same and continuing until 1902, when he sold his interest.
He did not leave the financial field, however, but
in February, 1903, organized the Home State Bank,
becoming cashier of this institution and remaining
such until .January, 1907, when he accepted the same
oflice in the Peoples Home State Bank.
In October,
1914, Mr. Robinson sold his interests here and remained out of business until November 9, 1915, when
he opened the Fidelity State Bank. The bank has
had a very prosperous career. Its officers are men in
whom the public has complete confidence, John L. Robinson being president, Adnm Lock, vice president, ,nnd
The capital is $25,000, and
C. C. De Bolt, cashier.
the surplus $2,500.
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In 1916 Mr. Kobiiison erected the liaiiilsonie modern
building, of brick and stone construction, which is
the home of the Fidelity State Bank.
Jt is a twostory building, situated on the corner of Kast Main
Street and Lincoln Avenue, and is fitted and equipped
Other
especially for bank, office and store purposes.
vaJuablc property owned by Mr. Kobinson includes
his residence at No. ll!7 North Forest Avenue, a
ilwelling on the corner of Second Street and Forest
Avenue, and a third dwelling at No. 514 North Steuben Street.
Mr. Kobinson was married in 1892, at Le Loup, in

Franklin County, Kansas, to Miss Paulina Bodley,
who is a dauglitir of the late O. J. Bodley formerly
Mr. and Mrs. Kobinson
a farmer in tliat county.
have three children, namely: Gladys J., who is a student in the junior year in Lawrence University;
Gerald F., who is a student in the Chanutc High
School; and Mildred, who is completing the eighth
Mr. Kobinson
grade studies in the public school.
and family belong to the Methodist Episcopal
Church at Chanute and he is a member of the
board of stewards.
In |>olitic3 Mr. Robinson, like his late father, is a
republican. He has always been a wide awake, interested citizen wherever he has resided but has never
desired public office, consenting, however, to serve
on the board of education at Chanutc. Fraternally
he belongs to Cedar Lodge No. 10:i, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons and Chanute Chapter No. 21,
Koyal Arch Masons, and is identified also with Chanute Lodge No. 96 Ancient Order of United WorkHe ha.s
men, and with the Fraternal Aid Union.
always been a liberal benefactor of worthy jirojects
in the community and has been mindful ever of the
claims of charity.

William E. H. Axdeesox. The importance of the
practical real estate man to any community is very
well demonstrated in the recognition which he receives in his locality, a recognition which is based
upon his activities in developing his city and county
and of interesting outside capital in its realty.
While, tmfortunately, there are some who take an
unfair advantage of their position, the men who
really succeed are those whose advice and recommendations can be depended uj)on by investors.
Cherry vale is one of the communities which has been
largely built up by this class of men. among whom, in
a prominent position, stands William E. H. Anderson,
who has occupied a leading ]>Iace in real estate and
insurance circles here since his advent in 1895.
Mr. Anderson was born at Danville, the county
seat of Vermilion County, Illinois, June 1, 1861, ami
is a son of John F. and Ordella (Fairchilds) Anderson. The branch of the Anderson family to w^hich he
belongs originated in Ireland, and the first emigrant

America was his great-grandfather. His grandfather was William Anderson, who was born in 1795
and who became a ])ionecr into Vermilion County,
Illinois, where he located during Indian days and
experienced all the dangers and hardships incident
to the life of the intrepid settlers opening up a new
country and paving the way for civilization. Mr.
Anderson was possessed of courage, industry and
perseverance, and reclaimed a property from the
wilderness, developed a good farm and accumulated
a satisfying competence. He passed his life in that
community and there his death occurred about the
time of the close of the Civil war. He was first a
whig in politics and later a republican, and while
not an office seeker or politician, wielded some influto

ence in his community. lie was the father of the following chililren:
Lizzie, of Danville, Illinois, the

widow of Mr. Martin who was engaged in farming
for many years in Vermilion County;
Kate, also of
Danville, who is the wife of Mr. Hoover; Jennie,
who is the wife of Simon Lanham, a farmer near
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Lou. who is married and
resides at Wichita, Kansas; Frank, who was a
farmer in South Dakota when last heard from; and

John F.
John F. Anderson was born in 1830, in Indiana,
and was a lad when he accompanied his parents to
Vermilion County, Illinois. His education was se-

cured in the primitive .subscription schools of the
then sparsely settled
community and his boyhood
and youth were replete with exciting experiences.
In the rugged life of the frontier he learned the
value of hard work and honcstv and,
being a natural
mechanic, learned the trade of" cabinet maker, which
he followed for some years in his
younger life.
Later, however, he turned his attention to farming,
and this remained to be his vocation until his
early
death, which occurred in Vermilion Countv, June 3,
1865. He had inherited his father's traits of industry and perseverance and would, no doubt, have
made a success of life had he been spared. Like his
father, also, he was a re|iul)lican, but public life held
out no attractions to him.
Mr. Anderson married
Miss Ordella Fairchilds, who was born in
1832, in
Vermilion County, Illinois, and she still
survives,
in good health and
spirits, at the advanced age of
eighty-four years, her home being at Cherrvvale.
To Mr. and Mrs. Anderson there were born the following children: two sons who died in infancy;
Charles M., who passed his life in
agricultural piir'suits and died in Indiana; William E.
H.. of this
review; Wesley E., who resides at Danville, where
he is engaged in mechanical work as an
electrician;
John F., who is a general workman and lives at Arabia, Indiana; and Kussell H. Lindsev, who resides at
Louisville, Kentucky, where he holds a
professorship
in the Spencerian Business
College.
William E. H. Anderson attended the district
schools of his native county and his earliest work
was found in the fields of the neighboring farmers,
on which he was employed during the summer
months. He was eighteen years of age when he left
school to devote his'entire attention to
farming, and
this he followed in Illinois, both as
emplove and
owner of farms until 1899, in January of which year
he came to Cherrvvale and established himself in the
real estate and insurance business.
His enterprise
was started in a modest way, but his
ability and
energy, combined with an inherent initiative carried
him safely through '.he first lean years, and he soon
found himself at the head of a paying business. As
the years have passed it has extended its
scope and
what was first strictly a venture confining its activities to Cherrvvale is now one which covers the whole
surrounding territory and extends to other counties
and into other states. :Mr. Anderson maintains offices
in the McCormick
Building, at the corner of West

Main and Neosho streets, sometimes known as the
Globe Building. In addition to handling real estate
of all kinds, both as owner and
agent, he represents
several old line

fire and life insurance
companies
up a large and lucrative business in
He has been the medium through
which some large and important transactions have
been consummated, and has been a factor in influencing outside capital to invest in Cherrvvale realty

and has

built
this direction.
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and

institutions. He is a republican in politics, like
his forebears, and for eight years served in the capacity of justice of the peace. He belongs to the
Methodist Episcopal Church, of wliich he has been
steward and treasurer of the board of trustees for

he became the head of the family, and contributed
a large share of his income to their
When
support.
he was twenty-one years of age he did
contracting,
and among other contracts he did the plastering
work on the old Orpheum Building at Ninth and

seven years.

Delaware

Mr. Anderson was married in May, 1912, at Kansas City, Kansas, to Miss Effie Lukindill, daughter
of T. H. and Mary Lukindill, the latter of whom is
a resident of Cherryvale. Mr. Lukindill, who was
the proprietor of a painting and paperhanging business at Cherryvale for some years, is now deceased.
Mr. and Mrs. .\ndcrson are the parents of one
daughter: Jewell Lucile, who was born at Cherryvale, August -29, 1<115.

was a boy of thirteen and living at
Springfield, Illinois, Mr. Beveridge, secretary of the

When

streets.

he

Capitol Commission, and brother of Governor John
Beveridge, showed much interest in the boy and desired to secure his appointment to a
cadetship in the
Naval Academy at Annapolis. The boy had a natural
fondness for water and ships but the plan to make
him a naval cadet was interfered with by his father
and was never carried out. As a diversion Mr. Luscombe has made many models of battleships.
He was thirty-three years of age when he determined to take up the study of law. As a student he
carried on his studies with the firm of McGrew,
_

James H. Luscombe

is

present county attorney of
was elected in 1916 by a

Wyandotte County. He
majority of 1,070 on the democratic ticket. He "has
been practicing law at Kansas City, Kansas, for the
past eighteen years and entered the law after a long
service as a plaster contractor.
The chief factor in
his success either as a mechanic or as a
lawyer has
been hard work.
He is noted for the ^eal and
efficiency with which he handles every interest entrusted to his charge, and his uprightness of character and other qualifications made him one of the
strongest men on the county ticket in the last general election in Wyandotte County.
Mr. Luscombe has lived in Kansas since ISS.'!. He
was born in the City of St. Louis, Missouri, February
He was the oldest of nine children born
24, 1863.
to James and Sophia (Cordier) Luscombe.
His
father was born in England in St. David 's parish of
Exeter.
He was a plasterer by trade and in early
youth came to America. He lived in Canada for a
time and was always a lover of travel and change of
scene and seldom remained long in any one place.
As a journeyman he followed his trade in the States,
located at St. Louis, where he married, and remained
in that city from 1859 to 1863.
In the latter year
he came to Leavenworth, Kansas, and joined a regiment of cavalry, taking part in the battle of Westport
under the command of General Pleasanton during
Price's raid. James Luscombe though he fought for
the Union cause and was in every way an
exemplary
citizen carried out to the end his resolve to remain
a subject of Great Britain. He refused to sign the
muster roll while in the army for fear that action
would make him automatically an American citizen.
He was also a noted swimmer and he many times
accepted wagers to swim the Missouri River. From
Leavenworth in 1872, he went back to St. Louis, and
from 1875 to 1878 lived at Springfield, Illinois, where
he was employed as a plasterer on the State
Capitol
Building. After that he was in Salina, Kansas, for
eight months, following which the family had their
home in Kansas City, Missouri, for four years and
in 1883 moved to Kansas
.Tames
City, Kansas.
Luscombe after his children had grown up indulged
his fancy for travel and
wandering about the country and his death occurred in Los Angeles in 1889.
He and his wife were devout members of the Episcopal Church.
.James H. Luscombe received his early education in
the common schools of Leavenworth, St. Louis and
Springfield.

He

did his

first

work

in the plasterer's

trade at the age of thirteen. At that time he carried
a hod during the construction of the Illinois State
Capitol at Springfield.
Altogether he followed his
trade for twenty-three years, and at many
points
over the United States. Wlien his father left home
Vol.

IV— 24

Watson & Watson

Kansas

Kansas, and was
He did not begin
active practice until December, 1898, and he continued his work as a plasterer and contractor until
at

admitted to the bar in

.\pril,

City,

1897.

he was firmly established as a lawyer. He has had
a good general practice, and in 1908 he served as
assistant county attorney under Joseph Taggart, conHe was then aptinuing in that office until 1913.
pointed divorce proctor by James M. Meek.
As a democrat he has taken much interest in party
He has held
politics, especially in his home county.
various chairs in the Knights of Pythias and is
chairman of the judiciary committee of the grand
He is also affiliated with the Modern Woodlodge.
men of America. He and his wife are members of
the Episcopal Church.
Mr. Luscombe 's mother is

Kansas

also living in

On October

City,

Kansas.

1888, he married Miss Anna Laverie
was born at Geneva, New York. Her parents
to Kansas City, Kansas, in 1881.
Her father
9,

who
came
was a farmer.

Mr. and Mrs. Luscombe have four

Louise, now Mrs. A. E. Joy of Kansas
City; J. H., Jr., who is a machinist with the LTnion
Pacific Eailway Company
Robert L. and Charles T.,
both in high school.
It has been Mr. Luscombe 's
worthy ambition to give his children much better
educational advantages than he himself enjoyed as a
boy, and he has succeeded in doing that and also in
children:

;

providing them with a happy home surrounding.

J.wiES D. Peters is a successful member of the
Parsons bar. Business and clients came to him generously when he established himself in private practice.

Anyone familiar with the

say that Mr. Peters

facts *of his life will

'

prosperity has been well earned.
From early boyhood he gained his education and made
his own way in the world, and in climbing upward to
success has helped others along the way.

He was

born in Westmoreland County, PennsylHis father John Peters, who
5, 1867.
was born in County Antrim, Ireland, in 1811 and
died in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, in 1882,
was of a very long lived familv. He himself attained
the age of seventy-one, and yet was an exception to
the normal lifetime of his brothers and sisters.
He
had four brothers and three sisters and every one of
them lived to be more than a century. Mollie was
112 years old in 1909. She spent her life in Ireland.
In 1835 John Peters came to America, and followed
the trade of butcher which he had learned in the old
country. He first located in Indiana County, Pennsylvania, and in 1864 moved to Westmoreland County.
For a number of years he handled overland mail convania, June
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tracts.

He was

Covenanters
Steele,

a republican and a member of the
Church.
John Peters married Rachel

who was born

A

in

County Londonderry,

Ire-

short time before she was born her
to Ireland. She died in
She had been brought
Parsons, Kansas, in 1903.
to America by her mother in 1849 and lived in Philadelphia until her marriage.
James D. Peters is the only child of his parents.
His only education as a boy from schools was obtained during three winters when he attended school
in Westmoreland County.
Aside from that he has
educated himself by laborious study and hard thinkA\nicn eleven years of age ho went out to work
ing.
on farms in Pennsylvania and followed that oceupaIn that year his
tion in his native state until 1890.
mother moved to Philadelphia, and there he was employed at the carpenter 's trade. Mr. Peters and his
mother came to Parsons, Kansas, in 1893, and for
the next three years he was in the special agency department of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Eaihvay
land, in 1839.

family moved from Scotland

Company.
In 1896, when nearly thirty years of age, Mr. Peters
found opportunity to begin the preparation for the
career on which he had long set his heart.
In that
year he entered the law offices of M. Byrne, and was
engaged in the study of the various authorities until
1899. In that year he qualified and was admitted to
the bar, and since then has conducted a general civil
and criminal practice with offices in the Karr Block
at Parsons.

Mr. Pet«rs is a republican, a member of the Presbyterian ChurcJi and belongs to Parsons Lodge Ko. 561,
Loyal Order of Moose, and to the Fraternal Mystic
His home is at 1600 Gabriel Avenue.
Circle.
In
July, 1898, at Parsons lie married Miss Minnie Davis,
daughter of J. B. and Willie A. (Burdett) Davis.
Her parents live at Parsons, where her father is in
the stock department of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas
Railway. Mr. .ind Mrs. Peters have four children.
John W. is still at home and learning the tinner's
trade. William is in the sophomore class of the high
school.
Florine attends the First Ward School in
Parsons as does also the youngest daughter, Gertrude.

TiLLM.\N

E. Dale. Distinguished as the oldest
contractor and driller in the mid-continent fields,
Tillman E. Dale, one of the substantial men of
Chanute, Kansas, is one of the best known oil men
oil

in Kansas, Oklahoma and Wyoming, having operated
in every field in earlier days in the business and is
the pioneer in Neosho County.
Mr. Dale was born

March

His par1, 1862, in Buchanan County, Iowa.
ents were George and Mary Robinson (Davey) Dale,
both natives of England.
George Dale, the paternal grandfather, was born
in England in 1807 and remained in his own country
until he found a young family growing up about
him for whose welfare he was concerned and it was
to the great land across the Atlantic Ocean that
he looked to pro\-ide comfortable conditions for his
children.
Possibly about 1830 he brought his family
to the United States and settled among the pioneers
in Wisconsin, not far from Monroe.
In 1856 he
came to Allen County, Kansas, and worked on what
is now known as the old Doctor Wakefield farm, near
Humboldt. He died in Wisconsin in 1864.
(ieorgo Dale, second, father of Tillman E. Dale,
was born in England in 1828 and was only a boy

when

his

Wisconsin.

parents came to America and settled in
He became a carpenter and builder and

owned a sawmUl in Wisconsin. In 1856, accompanied
by his own family and probably by his father, he
came to Humboldt, Kansas, and acquired a sawmill.
This mill was burned during Price 's raid, in the
early days of the Civil war.
Deprived of his means
of livelihood, and considering the neighborhood danfor
his
gerous
family, Mr. Dale started with them for
Lawrence, drivijig the whole distance with an oxteam, and from Lawrence went to Buchanan County,
Iowa. He enlisted for service in the Civil war in
Wisconsin in 1863, joining a Wisconsin regiment,
aud was wounded in battle and died in the hospital
from the effects of his wounds. In 1869 his widow
and cliildren returned to Humbolt, Kan.sas, where
she died in August, 1904.
Her maiden name was
Mary Robinson, and she was born in 1829, in London,
England.
.lohn Robinson, the maternal grandfather of Tillman K. Dale, was born in London, in 1799, and died
in California, in 1887.
He came to the United States
accompanied by his family and was an early settler
in Wisconsin, near Monroe.
He resided there as a
farmer until 1868, when he removed to Humboldt
His daughter, Mary, was twice
County, California.
married,' first to a Mr. Davey, who succumbed to
cholera which was epidemic in New York City when
they landed, and the two first-born children, a daughter and a son, also died of this dread disease.
There

wore two other sons, WiUiam and John Davey, the
former of wliom died at Humbolt, Kansas, and the
latter in Iowa shortly after completing his service
in the Civil war. The second marriage was to George
Dale and three children were born to this union,
namely: J. E., who resides on a farm situated nine
miles northeast of Chanute; Lucy, who is the wife of
J. B. Burns, of Humboldt, Kansas, who is a rural
mail carrier; and Tillman E.
At the age of thirteen years Tillman E. Dale closed
his school books and began to work as a man when
many youths consider themselves entitled to a much
longer season of irresponsibility and play. For seven
years he was engaged in tlie fatiguing tasks entailed
by running and herding cattle on the range and following this became a stationary engineer for a
flourmill operating at Humbolt.
Mr. Dale continued
there for ten years, when he became interested in
his present line of business, drilling for gas and oil,
and, as mentioned above, has operated in almost
every field in the Mid-continent space that has seemed
In
promising, and has drilled hundreds of wells.
1898 Mr. Dale came to Clianute and has maintained
his home here ever since, owning a handsome residence at No. 723 Evergreen Street.
Although his
time is very fully occupied both as contractor and
producer, Mr. Dale finds opportunity to look after
his farm of forty acres, which is situated nine miles
southeast of Chanute.
When Mr. Dale came to
Chanute the city had voted the sum of $5,000 to pay
for expert drilling for gas and he did the work,
and of the four wells drilled, three were satisfactory
and paying propositions.
Mr. Dale was married April 29, 1891, at Texarcana,
Arkansas, to Miss Laura Hellinghausen, who is a
daughter of the late William Hellinghausen, a stonemason by trade. Mr. and Mrs. Dale have one son,
Edwin, wlio assists liis father.
In polities Mr. Dale is a republican and as an
earnest citizen gives atteniou to public affairs, particularly when laws are formulated that affect the
industries of Kansas.
He is a valued member of a
number of organizations, including the Ancient
Order of United Workmen, the Anti-Horse Thief
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aud formerly belonged to the Odd
Fellows and at present is identified with Lodge No.
806, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, at
He has traveled all through the western
Chanute.

Association,

country, visiting California at least five times, and
probably no more thoroughly or correctly informed
oil or gas operator and producer could be discovered
in this great belt.
Many have a superficial knowledge of conditions, but it is to men like Mr. Dale
that capitalists turn when they desire facts.

Allen Dale Hjleman. Belonging to that class of
men whose practical education, quick per-

business

ceptions and great capacity for painstaking industry have advanced them to jjositions of business
prominence formerly occupied only by men many
years their seniors, Allen Dale Hileman, while representing the vigorous and resourceful present of
Kansas, gives promise of participating in its more
enlightened future, more especially at Cherryvalo
and in Montgomery County, where he is engaged in
a well-established real estate, loan and insurance
business and also connected with the Montgomery

County National Bank.
Allen Dale Hileman, or Dale Hileman, as he is
universally known, was born in Andrew County, Missouri, June 3, 1875, a son of John S. and Mary J.
The Hilemans came
(Briggs) (Shelby) Hileman.
originally from Germany and settled in the colony
of Pennsylvania prior to the Eevolutionary war.
In that struggle fought the great-great-grandfather
of Dale Hileman, while his great-grandfather was a
Daniel Hileman, the
soldier in the Mexican war.
grandfather of Dale Hileman, was born in Pennsylvania, in 1808, and was there educated, reared and
married. He was a man of diversified talents and at
different times during his life followed the vocations of farming and carpentering and the profession of medicine. Mr. Hileman was a pioneer into
Ohio as a young man and subsequently moved on
westward to the State of Missouri and took up his
residence in Andrew County on a farm, which he
cultivated while also following the vocation of
physician. He became widely known throughout the
countryside, and no weather was too inclement for
him to fare forth on horseback to ride perhaps miles
across the prairies to minister to some sick person.
During the Civil w'ar he became a member of the
Home Guards in Missouri, and in his later years
drew a pension from the Government for the services
thus rendered. In 1881 he left Missouri and came to
Kansas, settling in Labette County, on a farm of
320 acres, which is now occupied by his son, D. O.
Hileman, and on which the grandfather died in
1899. He became a man of substance and
importance
in his

community and was highly esteemed bv

all

who knew

him. In politics a stanch republican, he
always warmly supported the candidates and principles of his party, and prior to the Civil war on
one occasion served as presidential elector. He was
a lifelong member of the Methodist
Episcopal
Church. Mr. and Mrs. Hileman were the parents of

the following children: Erskine, who enlisted in the
ITnion service during the Civil war and died while in
a Confederate prison; John S., the father of Dale
Hileman; Dallas, who is a veteran of the Civil war
and a retired farmer and now lives near Baxter
Springs, Kansas; D. O., who is engagec^ in agricultural pursuits on the old homestead of his father

near Oswego, Kansas; Anna, deceased, who married
Wallace Crockett, also deceased, a veteran of the
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war and a farmer of Labette County; and one
daughter who died in infancy.
John S. Hileman was born in Ohio, in 1845, and
received his education in the public schools of his
He was a young man when he accompanied
day.
the family to Andrew County, Missouri, and was little more than a lad when, in 1861, he enlisted for
service in the LTnion army during the Civil war, as
a member of the Thirty-fifth Regiment, Missouri
Volunteer Infantry, an organization with which he
remained for over three years. He saw some hard
fighting, including the
engagement at Helena,
Arkansas, and established an excellent record for
Civil

courage, fidelity and the display of soldierly qualiWhen he received his honorable discharge
he returned to Andrew County, Missouri, and there
continued to be engaged in farming until 1882, when

ties.

he removed to Labette County, Kansas. There he
was a successful farmer and stockraiser until 1896,
at that time leaving the farm and going to Edna,
where he has since been engaged in the real estate

and insurance business. He has been successful in his
business enterprises, being possessed of acumen and
foresight and his name is an honored one in business
circles.
He has also been prominent in republican
politics,and for one term represented Labette County
in the Kansas Legislature. His religious connection
is with the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he
is serving as a deacon.
Mr. Hileman is a member
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and of the
Grand Army of the Republic. He married Mrs.
Mary J. (Briggs) Shelby, who was born in Ohio, in
1841, daughter of Hanover Briggs, of Northwest Missouri. To this union there have been born three children, as follows: Gertrude, who is the wife of Rev.
H. W. Todd, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, stationed at Altamont, Kansas; Lora H.,
who is the wife of J. H. Lower, president of Mont-

gomery County National Bank, of Cherryvale, Kansas; and Allen Dale, of this review.
Dale Hileman attended the public schools of
Labette County, Kansas, the State Normal School
at Emporia for one year and the Southwestern College of Winfield, Kansas, for two years, then entering,

in

1897,

the

Gem

City Business

College,

at

While he was attending this latter
institution, the Spanish-American war came on, and
Mr. Hileman joined the First North Carolina Regimental Band, w-ith which he served six mosths in
Georgia and Florida. On his return he again located
in Labette County, but in 1900 went to
Columbus,
Kansas, where he received an introduction to abstract and insurance work and remained in an office
of tliat nature for four years.
He had a natural
Quincy,

Illinois.

liking for this business, assimilated its principles
readily, and soon perfected himself in his chosen
\-ocation. In 1904 he came to Cherryvale and established his present business, in real estate and insurance, which has since grown to large proportions and

justly accounted one of the leading enterprises of
kind in the county, the business being mostly confined to Cherryvale and the vicinity.
Mr. Hileman
is

its

maintains well-appointed
ing, while his
Street.
Mr.

home

is

offices in the Ringle Buildsituated at No. 624 East Main

Hileman has engineered some of the

most important real estate transactions in this section.
He is shrewd and far-sighted, has a thorough knowledge of city and town land values and is
well posted as to the resources and advantages at
the disposal of people contemplating settlement or
change of location at Cherryvale.
Mr. Hileman has always been a republican and at
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various times

lias boeii

lionorod hy his fellow-citizens
public

who have sent him to serve in ]>ositions of
He has for nine years been a member
trust.

of. the

school boarJ, for the past five years has been a justice of the peace, was city clerk of Cherryvale for
one year, and in 1914 was strongly urged to run for
the mayoralty, but ilcclinoil because of pressure of
business. In" the discharge of his official duties he
has displayed excellent executive capacity ami a
conscientious endeavor to serve his community to the
best of his |>owers. He is an active member of the
Presbyterian Church. Fraternally, Mr. Hileman belongs to Cherryvale Camp No. 142, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is past grand; Verdigris

Encampment,

Independence, Kansas; and
of America; and also

Edna Camp( Modern Woodmen

belongs to the Commercial Club. He is the leader
of the Cherryvale Band, an organization of twentyfour pieces, and known as one of the best musical
Mr. Hileman
associations in this part of Kansas.
is also local agent for the Aetna Building & Loan
Association of Topeka.
On December 31, 1901, Mr. Hileman was married
at Cherryvale to Miss Eve Fair, daughter of E. W.
and Rachel (Shunk) Fair. Mr. Fair, who died November 19, 1914, was a I'nion veteran of the Civil
war, and Mrs. Fair still survives him and resides
at Cherryvale. Mr. and Mrs. Hileman are the j)arents of two children: H. Dwayne, born August 8,
190.'i, who is in high school; and Keil E., born March
10, 1906, who also attends the public schools and is
in the sixth grade.

WiLLUM Beggs, now county clerk of Wyandotte
County, and with a long and honorable record of
public service, has been a resident of Kansas City,
Kansas, since early boyhood and found his work
for many years in connection with some of the packing industries of the city. There is hardly a better
known citizen of the city or county, and his ability
to do things and get things done and his jiersonal
integrity have long made him a man of mark.
He was born in the northern part of Ireland May
27, 1867, the oldest of seven children of Richard and
Mary Ann (Lcamon) Beggs. The jiareuts, seeking
to better the conditions for themselves and their
children, set out in 1872 and came to the United
States.
At Qiicago Richard Beggs secured employment with the Fowler Packing Company, but soon
afterward was transferred to Kansas City, Kansas,
where he became head of the dry salt pork cellars,
responsibilities which he continued to hold until he
from active work in 1906.
He is at the
present time making his home with a son in Kansas
His beloved wife died in 1906 at
City, Missouri.
the age of sixty-eight.
The seven children are still
living: William; James L., now city commissioner of
streets and public highways of Kansas City, Kansas;
Charles, chief clerk of the II. P. Wright Investment
Company of Kansas City, Missouri; Richard, Jr.,
connected with the .\rmour Packing Company of
Kansas City; Mrs. Ernest E. Ilaight, wife of a real
estate man of Kansas City, Missouri; Robert,
superintendent of the Colorado Packing and Provision
Company at Denver; and .lohn, a salesman for Swift
retired

& Company

at

New

York.

was the ambition, which he worthily realized,
of Richard Beggs to provide a good home and give
his children good educational advantages, and the
It

value of his citizenship is to be appreciated not only
for what he has done himself but for what he has
assisted his family to do.
He is a republican, and

twice served as a member of the city council of KanHe is active in the Ancient Order of
sas City.
United Workmen, in the Masonic Lodge, the Eastern
Star and Scottish Rite degrees, and also in the
He is an active Methodist
Fraternal Aid Union.
as was his wife.
William Beggs was five years of age when brought
to America, and acquired his early education in the
When
schools of Chicago and Kansas City, Kansas.
fourteen years of age he left school to become an
ajiprentice in the tinning department of Armour's
Packing Plant. After learning his trade he continued
work as a tinner for twenty years. In 1904 he was
appointed to a position in the State Grain Inspection Department, and was in the state service in that
capacity for two years. In 1906 and again in 1908
Mr. Beggs was elected trustee of Wyandotte Township, ami was the only republican elected in the
Then in 1910 came
township during those years.
further evidence of his personal popularity and the
confidence reposed in his ability as a public official
when he was chosen register of deeds of Wyandotte
County. He was re-elected three successive terms and
had tiie distinction of being the first person ever to
In the fall of
fill the office for that length of time.
He has always
1916 he was elected county clerk.
been a loyal republican in his voting affiliations.
Mr. Beggs was married April 20, 1890, to Miss
Emily Ahlstedt, who was born in Moline, Illinois,
Her
daughter of Gustave and Matilda Ahlstedt.
parents were both natives of Sweden and Mrs. Beggs
was the second in their family of eight children. Her
Mr. and Mrs.
father was a cabinet maker by trade.
Beggs have five children: Ruby, wife of Clarence
Falstrom, an employe of the Commercial Bank of
Kansas City, Kansas; Pearl, wife of Lester FrankCharles Richard, at
lin, of Kansas City, Kansas;
home; Robert Emmett; and Dorothy Helen. All the
children have had the advantages of the high school
and have enjoyed the inspiration and culture of a

good home.
Mr. and Mrs. Beggs are active members of the
He is a Scottish Rite Mason, a
Methodist Church.
member of Sherman Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, has been financial secretary for nine
years of Chelsea Lodge of Odd Fellows, and also
belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America and
other insurance orders.

•

Among the men of high merit
the State of Kansas has called to responsible
position, is .John Pellegrino, of Pittsburg, Kans.is,
From the age of fifteen years
state mine inspector.
to the present, Mr. Pellegrino has been identified with
mines and mining, with the exception of two years,
during which interval he served f.aithfully as a United
States soldier in the Philippine Islands. He has had
a wide field of experience, and by hard, practical
work in the mines and by ]iersistent study in clifTerent
institutions of learning, he has thoroughly qualified
himself for the important post he fills.
lohn Pellegrino was born .lune 3, 1878, at Coblentz,
on the Rhine, in Germany, to whiidi country his grandfather, (Jiov.'inni Pellegrino, had brought the family
from Italy. He was born near Turin, Italy, in 1814.
He was a farmer and died in 1891 in Luxemburg,
John Pellegrixo.

that

Germany.
Mich;>el Pellegrino, father of

John Pellegrino, was

born in Germany in 1847, and died May 2, 1894, at
He
Esch sur L'.Mzette, in Luxemburg, Germany.
married .Iose|ihine P.aulus, who was born in 1851, near
Bingen, Germany, and died in 1890 in the same
province as did her husband. Michael Pellegrino was
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a merchant and innkeeper.

He had two

sons,

John

and

Peter, the latter being an eleetrieiaai at Esch sur
L'Alzette, Germany.
John Pellegrino attended the excellent public
schools of his native land and had high school adHe was fifteen years old
vantages for two years.
when he became a coal miner and all through the succeeding years the coal mining business has occupied
his main attention, having for him the attraction that
other vocations and professions have for other men.
He came to the United States and on July 4, 1892,
reached Yates Center, in Woodson County, Kansas,
later in the same month coming to Crawford County.
In 1898 he enlisted in Company F, Twentieth Kansas
Volunteer Infantry, in (ieneral Funston 's command.
This regiment was sent to the Philijipine Islands and
while there Mr. Pellegrino saw hard service.
He returned to the United States and was mustered out by
reason of the muster out of the regiment.
In the same year of his return, Mr. Pellegrino
resumed his coal mining interests. ISTot satisfied with
the mass of practical knowledge gained through personal labor and investigation, Mr. Pellegrino determined to become completely informed in relation to
mining science in every branch, beginning his technical studies by taking a course in mining under the
direction of the International Correspondence School,
at Scranton, Pennsylvania. This he is supplementing
through an extension course in mining in Kansas University, at Lawrence.
On February '16, 1900, at Litchfield, Kansas, Mr.

Pellegrino was married to Miss Mary Kuplen, who is
a daughter of August and Jennie (Oberton) Kuplen,
who reside on their farm at Breezy Hill. To the above
marriage five children have been born:
John, in

1901; Peter, in 190.'?; Josephine, in 1905; George, in
1908; and Harold, in 1911, all of whom are pupils in
the public schools at Pittsburg.
In politics Mr. Pellegrino is a republican. During
his residence in Lincoln Township, Crawford County,
he served in the office of township trustee. On May 1,
1915, he was appointed state mine inspector but otherwise has accepted no political office. He is a Mason
and belongs to the different higher branches of the
order at Fort Scott.
He is identitied also at Pittsburg with the order of Eagles and is a member of
Camp No. 23, United States War Veterans.

Oliver Morton Willi.\ms, one of the younger citizens of Kansas, has played his part efficiently as a
teacher and business man, and is now manager and
part owner of the Coffeyville Business College. This
college is an institution noted for its thorougli work
in training young men and women for res])onsible
positions in commercial affairs.
native of Kansas, Mr. Williams was born at
Oak Valley, October 24, 1887. Several generations
back his ancestors were living in Wales, and after
coming to the T'nited States settled perhaps first

A

New

York, and afterwards went to Maryland.
great-great-grandfather's name was Timothy
He was a
Williams, and he was of Welsh descent.
Bevolutionary soldier and also had three sons in the
Continental army.
The three sons were captured
by the British and taken to Montreal, Canada, to
the British prison.
One of them was a physician,
and he was soon taken out of the prison. The' reason
for this removal was not known liy the other lirothers
but they supposed for sorvico in the British hospitals,
and they never heard of him afterward. The other
two were kept in the jirison for three years and three
months, then were released and came back home.
in
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Great-grandfather Benjamin Williams was born in
Pennsylvania about 1770. He was too small to serve
as a soldier in the time of the Eevolution, but he
could mold bullets and watch port-holes while the
soldiers rested.
He was also captured by the British
and Indians. An Indian took him and a little girl
about his size to keep with the tribe, but a British
officer, not wanting to be burdened with the children
on the march, bought them of the Indian for a red
bandanna handkerchief each, and sent them back
with the women to their homes.
This great-grandfather afterward moved to Ohio and died there at
the age of eighty-six.
His oldest son was a soldier
in the War of 1812, afterwards moving to Illinois,
and dying there about 1840.
Mr. Williams' grandfather, Benjamin Williams,
was born in Maryland in 1800, and died in Lake
County, Indiana, at the age of seventy-two. He was
reared and married in his native state, then went to
Ohio,

in

18.37

moved

to

Missouri,

and nine years

afterward took up a permanent home in Lake County,
in the extreme northwest corner of Indiana, where
he followed farming and stock raising. He died there
at the age of seventy-two.
He was a Presbyterian.
Benjamin Williams married Miss Miller, who was
born in Maryland and died in Lake County, Indiana,
about the same time as her husband.
Only two
children

of

this

venerable old couple are

still

liv-

a retired farmer in Lake County,
Indiana, eighty-five years of age; and C. S. Williams.
One of his sous Wm. A. Williams, served under General Taylor in the Mexican war. After his discharge,
in 1849, he returned home, .stayed but a short time,
then went to Iowa. Later he moved to Kansas, and
in the border warfare he helped to drive the southerners from the state.
When the Rebellion broke out,
he enlisted in the Union army, was discharged at
the end of his term of enlistment, and re-enlisted
for the second term, and was finally mustered out
late in the fall of 1865.
Several years afterward
he moveil to Dewey, then in the Indian Territory,
and died there at the age of seventy-three. Another
ing,

Benjamin,

Jr.,

son, T. C. Williams, enlisted in the fall of 1864, as

a recruit in the Seventeenth Indiana Infantry and
served about a year.
After his discharge, he came
home and lived in Indiana until about 1880, moving
then to Chicago, where he died in 1904, at the age of
sixty-five.
C. S. Williams,

father of Oliver M., was born in

Morrow County, Ohio, October 20, 1836. His present
home is at Longton, Kansas. He was about ten
years of age when his parents removed to Lake
County, Indiana, and he grew up and married there.
He has an honorable record as a soldier of the Union
In 1861 he enlisted in the
during the Civil war.
Fifth Indiana Cavalry, and was in service until near
the close of hostilities nearly four years later.
His
regiment participated in some of the early campaigns
in Eastern Tennessee and Kentucky, being at the
siege of Nashville, and he was under General Stoneman in the celebrated raid through Georgia, and was
captured at Macon, Georgia, by the Confederates
under Gen. .loe Wheeler.
For seven mouths after
his capture he was kept in the Confederate prisons
at Savannah and Andersonville, and was finally
turned over. to General Terry's army at Wilmington,
North Carolina, and was exchanged just before the
close of the war.
Returning to Lake County, Indiana, from the South,
he married and settled ilown to farming.
In 1870
he and his wife and two daughters came to Longton,
Kansas, where they were among the early
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He followed farming in that locality for
pioneers.
many years, but in 1915 retired to the comforts of
a town home.
He is a standpat republican, and at
three different times served iis township trustee in
Klk County. He is a member of the (jrand Army of
the Republic.
Jn, 1866 C. S. Williams married Marwho was born near Joliet, Illinois,
Their children are: Alma, wife of
Young, a farmer at Buxton, Kansas; Ida,

garet Andrews,

May
L.

2,

W.

1850.

who is employed in a smelter
Oklahoma Kate, wife of C. C. Clawson, a carpenter and contractor at Wichita, Kansas;
and Oliver M.
wife of E. K. Estey,

at Bartlesville,

;

Professor Williams secured his early training in
the public schools of Oak Valley, Kansas, and spent
tnrce years in the ivansas State Normal at Emporia.
He began teaching early, spending three years in the
public .^schools of Elk County, and in 1909 completed
a course in the Independent Commercial College
under L. H. Schmidt. With this preparation for a
business career, he found work with the Jacob Dold
Packing Company at Wichita, and was sent to the
branch houses of this company at Little Rock, Arkansas, and Atlanta, Georgia, and was in the service
until 1913.
During the winter of 1913-14 Mr. Williams and R. F. Riley bought the Coffoyville Business College, of which Mr. Riley is president and
Mr. Williams active manager.
Together they have
brought up the equipment and general standard of
this school so that it ranks among the first schools
The college
of commercial education in the state.
Besides its
is situated at 711%
Walnut Street.
principals two assistant teachers are employed, and
there are accommodations for about a hundred stuBusiness men and firms generally have come
dents.
to appreciate that graduates of this school are thoroughly trained in all the branches of commercial

work.

Mr. Williams has his home out on West Eighth
Street at Stop Ko. 2 on the Union Traction Line.
He is a republican, a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and is afliliated with Camp No. 665,
In
Modern Woodmen of America at Coffeyville.
1910, at Elk City, he married Miss Myrtle E. Wheeler,
daughter of G. H. and Hannah J. Wheeler, who still
lives at Oak Valley, Kansas, her father being a
blacksmith. Mr. and Mrs. Williams have three children: Claire, born April 17, 1911; Marguerite, born

February

22,

1913; and Clifford, born February 10,

1915.

ents moved as pioneers into Illinois, and his active
career was spent as a farmer. He died at Altamont,
Kansas, in 1901. He had two children, Joseph and
Henry. Joseph is the father of Byron Williams.
Henry came out to Kansas in 1879, locating in the
central part of Labette County, and remained a
resident of that community until 1900.
He then
went back to the vicinity of his birthplace north of
Litchfield, Illinois, bought a farm there, and still
it.
Byron Williams grandfather on his
mother's side was William Ash, who was born in
in
lived
the State of Illinois from the time
1825,
he was thirty until he was fifty-five years of age,
and thereafter on a farm at Lee Summit, Missouri,
where he died in 1906. The Ash family came to
the United States in colonial times, and many of
its members have enjoyed a conspicuous success in
business and general industrial affairs. Byron Ash,
maternal uncle of Byron Williams, is a resident of
Carthage, Missouri, and has been one of the men
most prominent in the development of the mineral
resources of Southwest Missouri. He was one of the
first to develop the Joplin and
Carthage mining
districts, and is still an important fact-or in that
business.
Joseph Williams, father of Byron, was
born in Macoui)in County, Illinois, in 1845.
He
grew up and married in his native state, but had
jireviously at the age of seventeen in 1862, enlisted
for service in the L'uion army with the Twenty-second Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He was with the

occupies

army

until

'

the close of the war and came

home

with a splendid record of service. He participated
in the batth^s of Shiloh, Gettysburg, Lookout Mountain and a number of others. He was married at
Jacksonville, Illinois, to Miss Marj- E. Ash, who
was born at Collinsville, Hlinois, in 1847. After his
marriage he farmed in Macoupin County, Illinois,
and then identified himself with the newly developing Kansas City, Missouri, where he did teaming for
construction work. Returning to Jacksonville, Illinois, in a short time he finally located six miles
north of Litchfield, where he lived until four of his
children were born.
In 1880 Joseph Williams
brought his family to Kansas, making the journey
in prairie schooners and locating in the center
of Labette County. For $1,100 he bought 160 acres
of some of the best land of that county. That farm
he kept for twenty-five years, developed it to a
high state of cultivation and improvement, and when
he sold

Bybok Williams. The mention of the name of
Byron Williams calls up associations as one of the
foremost livestock men of the State of Kansas. Mr.
Williams is comparatively young, only forty years of
age, but in the years since he started out on his
own responsibility has shown a remarkable ability
He has
in all branches of the live stock industry.
<j])erated extensively as a rancher and raiser of
horses and cattle, his dealings have made him a familiar figure in all the loading markets of the Middle West, and he is undoubtedly one of the best
known men in the business in Southern Kansas. His
headquarters are at Coffeyville.
He represents a family that has pioneered in
several different states. He was born in Litchfield,
Illinois, June 9, 1876, a son of Joseph and Mary
His great-grandfather Walker
E. (Ash) Williams.
Williams came from Wales in the early days and
The
sjient his last years near Litchfield, Illinois.
grandfather, Thomas Williams, was born in Kentucky in 1812, was reared in that state until his par-

it he received what amounted to a fair
competency as a reward for his early foresight and
judgment and for his many years of industry. On
selling his farm he bought a residence in Cherryvale
and is now living there retired. He is a republican,
and for many years has been a devout member of
the Methodist Church, of which he is a deacon. Ho
and his wife have the following children: Charles

H., who is assistant cashier of a bank at Lakeland,
Florida; Clarence J. died at the age of tweutv rears,
six months, while attending Rohrbaugh 's Business

College at Omaha, Nebraska; Byron Williams is tho
third in age: May is the wife of Fay Green, and
they
live on their ranch in the
Big ilorn Basin near
Sheridan, Wyoming: Frank is in the livestock business at Vinita, Oklahoma: Hattie married Charles
Foglemnn, who for the past eleven years has held
the position of head freight clerk in the Santa Fo
freight oflice at Coffeyville: Ora, with the Cudahv
refinery; and Delbert, the youngest son, is connected
with his brothiT Byron selling stock at Prescott,

Arkansas.
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With an education supplied by the district schools
of Labette County, Byron Williams, who has lived
in Kansas since he was four years of age, turned hia
early attention to farming and stock raising, and
gained much valuable experience during the eighteen
years spent on his father's farm. For a time he
"lived

and operated

in

Labette County, and was then

associated with J. A. Jones in the buying and selling
of horses and mules at Altamont, Kansas, until 1903.
Since that year his home and business headquarters

have been

in

cessful years

Montgomery County, and two very sucwere spent as a member of the firm of

Coverdale & Williams, at the end of which time he
bought out Mr. Coverdale 's interest and continued
the business alone at Coffcyville until 1913. He then
formed a partnership with John M. Grant of Kansas
City, Missouri, making the firm of Grant & Williams.
This firm has some very extensive interests including the operation of the old Grant farm and ranch
near Oswego, Kansas, and also the large livestock
ranch which Mr. Williams had in the meantime acquired five miles west and a mile north of Independence on the Elk Kiver. Mr. Williams enjoyed three
very successful years with Mr. Grant until the
latter retired from business on account of ill health.
In January, 1914, Mr. Williams moved to Independence, and continued his business from his headquarters there until November, 1916, when he moved
to C'offeyville. Besides his extensive business as a
buyer and shipper of livestock, he produces much
stock on his own farm. He has a half interest in 320
acres twelve miles southeast of Coffeyville in Oklahoma; owns 155 acres three miles east of Sedan,
Kansas; has a half interest in 160 acres five miles
north of Cedar vale, Kansas; a half interest in the
Elk Eiver farm of 265 acres; and is also identified
with oil development, owning a quarter interest in a
producing lease at Alluwee, Oklahoma, and some extensive imdeveloped leases in both Kansas and
Oklahoma. Mr. Williams has bought the grounds
on South Walnut Street, Coffeyville, where he has
shipping connections with all the railroads. He is
building large barns and yards for hia horses, mules

and cattle.
Mr. Williams has a verv attractive home at Coffeyville, located at 508 Willow Street.
Politically he "is
a republican, has been a deacon in the Christian
Church, and his wife is also an active worker in
the same church. Fraternally he is affiliated with
Coffeyville Lodge No. 104, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Fort Scott Consistory of the Scottish Eite; Mirzah Temple of the Mystic Shrine at
Pittsburg; with the Camp of the Modern Woodmen
of America at Altamont and with the Anti-Horse
Thief Association. He is also a member of the Independence Commercial Club.
In September, 1S9S, at Altamont, Mr. Williams
married Miss Lina D. Duckworth, daughter of Robert

and Martha Duckworth.

Her mother

is

still

living at Altamont. Her father, who spent his active career as a farmer and stock
raiser, was a gallant soldier throughout the period of the Civil

and on April

Company D

war,

was commissioned captain of
of the Thirty-eighth Regiment. Mr. and
15, 1864,

Mrs. Williams have three children: Robert Lloyd,
born August 28, 1899, and now a freshman in the
Montgomery County High School; Byron, born December 10, 1903, and attending the grade schools;
and Enola Irene, born May 3, 1909, and also in
school.
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Fred M. Watkins, M. D. It is not every individual vrho possesses in his make-up the characteristics that make for success in widely diversified callings, but in the person of Dr. Fred M. Watkins there
is found a combination of qualities that have
brought
him equal success in the profession, in business unin
and
the vocation of farming, and he
dertakings
has likewise made an important place for himself
in the field of politics.
Dr. Fred M. Watkins, president of the Cherryvalo
Ice and Cold Storage Company, of Cherryvale, Kanwas born November 22, 1868, at Lawton, Van
Buren County, Michigan, a son of H. J. and Mary
R. (HaU) Watkins. His forefather was Capt. Nathan
Watkins who came to America as an officer in the
sas,

British army, but after his arrival in this country
to the cause of the Colonists and
finally deserted the English army and became a captain in the continental army under General Gates.
He served until the close of the Revolution and then
settled In New Jersey, where he made his home until
his death.
He had three sons, one of whom went to
Ohio, one to Michigan and one to the State of New
York. James Watkins, a grandson of Capt. Nathan
Watkins, and grandfather of Doctor Watkins, waa
born in 1794 in Michigan and passed his entire life
in that state as a farmer, dying at South Haven, in
1878.
H. J. Watkins was born at Lawton, Michigan,
in 1848, and was reared, educated and married in
that community, where he was engaged in agricultural
pursuits until 1871, then coming to Kansas as a
pioneer of Nemaha County. There he homesteaded a
property of eighty acres and developed it into an
excellent farm, installing many improvements and

became a convert

He was a man of industry and
raising fine crops.
energy and was held in high esteem as a citizen.
In 1906 he disposed of his farm land holdings, which
had increased to considerable size, and retired from
active labors, taking up his home at Cherryvale.
There his death occurred in 1909. He was a stanch
republican in his political views, but was never an
aspirant for public office, preferring to devote himself to his agricultural labors.
While not a member of any particular religious organization, he was
a Christian, God-fearing man, an'd attended church
His fraternal affiliation was with the
regularly.
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the meetings
of which he attended at Goff, Kansas. Mr. Watkins
married Miss Mary R. Hall, who was born in 1848,
in Michigan, and she stiU survives and resides at
Cherryvale.
They became the parents of the following children: Dr. Fred M., of this review; Frank,
who is a real estate agent and farmer and resides
at GofE; Floyd, who died at the age of seventeen
years; Ena, who is the wife of R. J. Flemming, a
farmer of Alta Vista, Kansas; G. A., who resides in
Florida, where he has land holdings; G. E., who is
associated with his brother in the Cherryvale Ice
and Cold Storage Company; and J. J., of Cherryvale, who is also identified with the same concern.
Fred M. Watkins attended the district schools of
Nemaha

County, Kansas, to which community he
was brought as a child of three years, but returned
to Lawton, Michigan, and was graduated from the

At that time
high school of that place in 1889.
he began a career as a schoolteacher and for a number of years taught at Lacota, Michigan, and Goff,
Kansas, and then for a short period entered business
life, building the first elevator at Goff and founding
tlie Goff Grain Company, of which he was
president
for one year.
During this time he had not given

KANSAS AND KAXSA.XS

2076

up the idea of engaging in tlie nieijieal profession,
and when he left the grain ami elevator Imsiness it
was to enter the Central Mediral College, St.
Joseph, Missouri, from which ho wa? graduated in
1897, with the degree of Doctor of Medicine, subsequently taking post-graduate work at the Cliicago

Doetor Watkins embarked In
medical work at Wetniore, Kansas, where he built
up a fine |iractice and ostalilishod his reputation as
a thorough, reliable and skilled physician and surgeon.
During the five years he was thus engaged,
however, he had become interested in business affairs,
and in 1904, seizing an opportunity, came to Cherryvale, where he became connected with the manufacturing business. The Cherryvale Ice and Cold Storage
Company had been established by his brothers, G. A.,
G. E. and J. .T. Watkins, in the previous year, and
Doctor Watkins accejitcd an invitation to become
connected with the concern.
Since that time there
have been a number of changes in the personnel of
the officials, and the present officers consist of Dr.
F. M. Watkins, president
and G. E. Watkins, secreThe plant, which is both wholetary and treasurer.
sale and retail, is situated just south of the town,
being a large, modern structure, with the largest icemaking machinery and abattoir with a capacity of
ten head of cattle and twenty-five head of hogs per
day.
They also have a large feed yards for both
cattle and hogs.
The plant is now manufacturing
twenty-three tons of ice daily and supplies Cherryvale and the country in the vicinity with both meat
and ice. Under Doctor Watkins management it is
prospering and growing steadily and has become
In
recognized as a necessary commercial adjunct.
politics a republican. Doctor Watkins wields considerable influence in Montgomery County, and at
present is a member of the legislature, representative of the Twenty-sixth District.
He has been a
member of the school board for several years, and
has given his support to all movements for the advance of education, as well as to other worthy and
beneficial enterprises.
His religious connection is
with the Presbyterian Church, of which he is one
of the trustees.
Fraternally he is affiliated with
Cherryvale Lodge No. VM, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons; Topeka Consistory No. 1, thirty-seeona degree Masonry; Abdullah Temple, Ancient Arabic
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; Modern Woodmen of America, Jayhawker Camp No. 91.'!; Camp
No. 1.54 Woodmen of the World; and the Mayflower
'
Camp No. .312, Royal Neighbors of America. He is
also a member of the Commercial Club.
Doctor
Watkins has offices at No. 101 East Main Street, and
owns his residence at No. SO.'! on the same thoroughfare, in addition to a farm of 200 acres in Labette
County and another farm of 300 acres in Montgomery County.
In 189.3 at Wetmoro, Kansas, Doctor Watkins was
married to Miss Ola Frazey, daughter of W. D. and
Susan (Zook) Frazey, the.latter a resident of HiaMr. Frazey who was a carpenter
watha, Kan.sas.
and farmer by vocation, is now deceased. To Doctor
and Mrs. Watkins there have been born three children: Ray, a senior at the Cherryvale High School;
Dale, who is in seventh grade in the public schools;
and Chester, in the primary grade.
Policlinic.

In

1898

;

'

Timothy McShane, who came

to

America from

his

native Ireland when a young man of twenty years,
has found or made his opportunities in life, and by
a strict course of self reliance and integrity has
become one of the leading business men of Kansas

City, Kansas, where he is rice president and manager of the Bargain Lumber Company at Tenth and
State streets.
He has been a resident of Kansas
City since 1884, and resides at 240 North Eighth
Street.

He was born on a farm in County Donegal, Provof Ulster, September 15, 1860.
He was one
of a large family of ten children. Only four are now
three
of
them in America and one in Ireland.
living,
The parents Cornelius and Mary (Mcehan) McShane,
their
lives
spent
quietly on an" Irish farm.
Timothy McShane received his education in Ireand
at
the
land,
age of twenty in 1880 he and his
brother Patrick came to this country to join an older
brother John, then living in Missouri. Patrick afterwards became a priest of the Catholic Church and
is now located at Lincoln, Nebras'ka.
ince

On coming to America Timothy McShane found
work with the Bj'rne Lumber Company for a short
time, and has followed the lumber business almost

continuously for thirty-five years. After locating in
Kansas City in 1884 "he was identified Tirith various
firms but in 1912 he and his son Leo P. McShane
Leo is
organized the Bargain Lumber Company.
secretary and treasurer of the company, while Timis
vice
and
active
It
is one
othy
president
manager.
of the leading concerns of the kind in the city, and
is a business which in earlier
years was owned by
Doctor King of Kansas City, Missouri.
Both
Mr. McShane and his son have an accurate and thorof
the
lumber
in
business
all
its
ough knowledge
details.

On June 27, 1888, Timothy McShane married
Miss Margaret Vaughn. She was born in Virginia,
hut was reared at Marysville, Missouri, daughter of
John and Catherine (Duggan) Vaughn. Her parents
were farmers in Northwest Missouri, and both were
natives of Ireland.
The father is deceased and her
mother still lives in Marysville, Missouri.
Mr. and Mrs. McShane have seven children: Mary,
Leo P., John, Kathleen, Thaddeus, Bernard, Edward.
All the children still live at home with their parents.
All have had good educations and have been well
prepared for the serious responsibilities of life. Leo
P. is a very ambitious young business man, and
by
night study worked his way through the Kansas City
School of Law, being graduated in 1914. He has not
taken up active practice, but has engaged in the lumber business with his father and is also secretary and
treasurer of the Rule Investment Company.
Mr. Timothy McShane is a democrat in national
politics, but strictly independent in local affairs and
follows his individual convictions as to the best man
and the best local policy. He has supported movements of a laudable nature for improvements, and is
a wholesome as well as successful citizen. He and
his wife are active members of tho Catholic Church.
He is affiliated with the Woodmen of the World and
served as its council commander for seven years.

William Lanvon. More than any other the name
Lanyon is distinctive of the zinc industry in Southeastern Kansas, particularly at Pittsburg. The Lanfamily had been prominent in this particular
To a large degree
industry for several generations.
the importance of Pittsburg as a zinc manufacturing
center is liue to the enterprise of the Lanj'ons who
came to this prart of Kansas more than thirty years

yon

ago from their original home in Southern Wisconsin,
where they ha operated extensive mining and manu1

facturing industries.
Though he was one of the earliest of

tlio

family to
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take an active part in the zinc industry in Southeastern Kansas, Mr. William Lanyon gave up many
of his interests in that field some years ago, and
is now best known as a banker and leading citizen.
He is vice president of the National Bank of Pitts-

Seminary for Young Women at NashviUe, Tennessee;
Helen is a senior in the Pittsburg High School.

burg and is now ser\'ing as mayor of the city.
He was born at Mineral Point, Wisconsin, December 26, 1862. His father William Lanyon was a
Six
native of England, where he was born in 1830.
years after his birth his parents came to the United
States and finally settled in Mineral Point, Wisconsin.
He grew up there, married, and was first engaged in

Chanute, Kansas, stands in contradistinction to the
old adage that a prophet is never without honor save
in his own country, for Mr. Lapham is a native
son of the county and city in which he has directed
the efforts of his successful career.
The son of a
leading member of the Neosho County bar, he has
followed in his father's footsteps in the legal pro-

the grain business. Coming to Pittsburg, Kansas, in
1882, he was a pioneer in the development of the coal
fields and the operation of the zinc industry, and was
closely associated with those jihases of the city 's
growth and development. However, he always kept
his home at Mineral Point, Wisconsin, where he died
in June, 1908.
He was a republican, a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and belonged to
the Masons and the Ancient Order of United Work-

fession, as well as making a success in business life
and as a public official.

men.
William Lanyon, Sr., married Miss Maria
Thomas, who was born in Mineral Point, Wisconsin, in
1837 and died there in 1914.
Their children were:
William Ella, wife of Henry Vaughn, a broker in
New York City; Myrtle, wife of J. A. Meserole, a
retired druggist of Mineral Point; Colonel, who resides at Tola, Kansas, and was formerly closely identified with the lola State Bank; Daisy is the wife
of Thornton Posey, who is a buyer for the American
Tobacco Company and lives in New York State.
William Lanyon received his early education in the
public schools of Mineral Point, Wisconsin, graduating from the high school in 1882. In the fall of
the same year he arrived in Pittsburg, and thenceforward was closely identified with the great Lanyon
;

The Lanyon Company
zinc smelters until 1908.
also had zinc works at lola.
Several years ago these
industries were sold to the United Zinc Company.
Mr. Lanyon then built a zinc plant at Neodesha,
Kansas, but finally sold that. He is still treasurer of
After retiring from
the Pittsburg Zinc Company.
the zinc business largely he returned to Pittslnirg and
bought an interest in the National Bank of Pittsburg, of which he is now vice president.

He served eight
of the city council and as
In April, 191.5, he was elected
mayor and is handling the affairs of the city in a
very progressive and enlightened manner. He belongs
to the Methodist Episcopal Church, to Pittsburg
Politically

he

is

years altogether as
city commissioner.

a republican.

member

187, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
Pittsburg Chapter No. 58. Eoyal Arch Masons, Pittsburg Commandery No. 29, Knights Templar, Mirza
Temple of the Nobles of the My.stic Shrine at Pittsburg, and to Valley of Wichita Consistory No. 1 of
the Scottish Rite.
Everything connected with Pittsburg's welfare finds a ready and generous suiiporter
in Mr. Lanyon.
He has been a working member of
the Chamber of Commerce and the Eetailers Association, and also belongs to the Country Club and the

Lodge No.

Kansas Bankers Association.
In 1883 at Mineral Point, his native town, he marAmelia Spratley, a daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. A. J. Spratley.
Her father, who was a merchant, is now deceased and her mother still lives in
Mineral Point. Mr. and Mrs. Lanyon have four children
Roy, who is employed in the zinc business at
Bartlesville, Oklalioma; Lynnett is the wife of A. C.
Ellsworth, who operates a steam shovel in the mines
about Pittsburg; Wilma is a graduate of the Pittsliurg High School and is now attending the Belmont
ried Miss

:

.loHN Wilbur L.\ph.\m. The life record of John
W. Lapham, postmaster, attorney and ex-mayor of

John W. Lapham was born at Chanute, Kansas,
29, 1SS7, and is a son of Hon. Amos S. and
The family traces
Josephine (Bonliam)' Lapham.
its ancestry Ijack to the sixteenth
century in England, and the first American ancestor was John Lapham, who emigrated to this country from WorcesterFor
shire, in 1607, and settled in Rhode Island.
many years the family was well and prominently
known in the New England States, but with the
western tide of civilization went to Ohio, where it
took root and flourished. At Woodstock in that state,
on April 7, 184.5, was born Amos S. Lapham, the
father of John W^. Lapham.
On February 14, 1874, Judge Lapham was married
at Chanute, Kansas, to Miss Josepliine Bonham, who
was born at Springfield, Illinois, Feliruary 14, 1854,
and to this union there have been born four chil-

May

dren: W. A. who is an automobile salesman of
Chanute'; Miss Agnes; John Wilbur; and Mary, who
resides with her parents.
Miss Agnes Lapham, who
is now giving concerts and instruction at
Cliicago,
is
a
national
Illinois,
figure in musical circles.
of
the
graduate
University of Kansas in piano instruction, she spjent three years in study in Germany,
where her taleuts were developed under the teachings
of the famous Madame Ziesler.
She is a young
woman of remarkable accomplishments and a wonderful performer, and has been heard in many of the
leading cities of the country.
John W. Lapham attended the public schools of
Chanute as a boy, and after his graduation from
the Chanute High School, in 1903, entered the University of Kansas, from which he received the degree
of Bachelor of Arts in 1907.
He had inherited his
father 's predilection for the law, and his legal studies
were jirosecuted in the law schools of the University
of Chicago, and of the University of Michigan, at
Ann Arbor, from which he was graduated in 1910
with the degree of Bachelor of Laws, and in July of
the same year was admitted to the Kansas bar. In
January, 1911, he was appointed city attorney of
Chanute, an'ofSce in which he served for four months,
during which time he revised and compiled the city
ordinances of Chanute. He then became a candidate
for mayor of Chanute, to which position he Was
elected April 1, 1912.
As he inaugurated the commission form of government, he had but one year
to serve, and then returned to private life and the
practice of his profession.
However, he was not
allowed to remain long out of the public eye, for
on January 8, 1915, he received the appointment
from President Wilson to the office of postmaster
of Chanute, his term to run to January 12, 1919.
In the postmastership, as iu his other public offices,
Mr. Lapliam has displayed energy and conscientious
desire to render real service to the commimity.
Mr. Lapham resides in his own home at No. 714

A

South Highland .\venue.

He

is

well

known

in frater-
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Ancient
belonging to Cedar Lodge No. 103,
No. 2,
Accepted Masons; Wichita Consistory
thirtv-second degree; Mirza Temple, Ancient Arabic
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Pittsburg,
and Protective
Kansas, Lodge No. 80G,' Benevolent
Order of Elks, Chanuto; the Fraternal Union;
Chanute Camp No. 852, Modern Woodmen of
nal

life,

Free

&

of the local lodge
.\merica; and is a past president
of the Anti-Horse Thief Association, the largest in
the state, and is a niemlier of the Kansas executive
committee of the Anti-Uorsc Thief Association. Mr.
in the
Lapham is manager of tlic Lapham interests
oil and gas fields cast of Chimute.
On December 23, 1911, at Chanute, Mr. Lapham
was married to Miss Jennie Purdy, daughter of J. N.
and Alice (Wiley) Purdy, residents of Chanute, wliere
Mr. Purdy is engaged "in the livery and automobile

Mr. and Mrs. Lapham have one
storage business.
child: Alice Virginia, who was born September 13,
1914.

C. n. FORTKER, M. D., has long enjoyed a wellearned reputation and position in the medical jiroa
fession at Coffoyville. lie entered practice with
and his fine
thorough and comprehensive training
talent soon attracted to him a patronage that has
while his
grown steadily in volume and importance,
movements has made
participation "in progressive
him one of the community's most valuable and
valued citizens.
Doctor Fortncr represents an old Indiana family.
His ancestry goes back through several generations
to some Fortncrs who came from Germany, and the
times.
family has lived in this country since colonial
His grandfather, Aaron Fortner, was born in Indiana
His people located in Howard County of
in 1S31.
that state at an early ilate and he grew up there,
followed the trade of" wagon maker, and was also a
farmer. Politically he was first a whig and later
Aaron Fortner died in Howard
a republican.
Countv, Indiana, in 1911. His children were: E. L.
Fortner, faher of Doctor Fortner; Kmma, who lives
in Howard County, Indiana, widow of James Roby,
who was a farmer; Mattie, who died in Howard
County, and her husband, William Myers, a farmer,
is also deceased; Dora, lives in Los Angeles, CaliforWilliam E. is a
nia, the wife of Albert McReynolds;
mechanic living at Indianapolis; Lillie Washington
lives at Alto, Indiana; Grant is also a resident

of Indiana.
It was at Kokomo in Howard County, Indiana,
that Doctor Fortner was born July 10, 1872. His
father, E. L. Fortner, who now resides in Victoria,
Texas, was born in Howard County, Indiana, in 1S50,
and was reared and married there. Ho jjrew up as a
farmer, and subsequently became an active minister
of the Seventh Day Adventist Church. In that capacity he came to Kansas in 1886, locating at
Sterling in Bice County. As a minister his services
took him from place to place over the state, and in
189S the Foreign Missionary Board sent him to

South America, where he spent two years in evanReturning to Kansas he continued
gelical labors.
active in the ministry in that state and in Missouri,
but finally resumed farming in Montgomery County
for about two years, and in 1911, largely on account
of his wife's health, went to Texas and is now farmRev. Mr.
ing and stock raising near Victoria.
He married Nannie B.
Fortner is a republican.
Edwards, who was born in Howard County, Indiana, in 1851. Their children are: Doctor Fortner;
Otho, who is now living at Cape Town, South Africa,

representing American manufacturers in their efforts
to establish a market for their goods in South
Africa; Rose is the wife of W. E. Dixon, a furniture
dealer at Wichita, Kansas; Roy L. is a farmer and
stock r:iiscr at Victoria, Texas.
Doctor Fortner sjiont the first fourteen years of his
life in Indiana, attending the public schools in the
meanwhile, and after his parents moved to Kansas
he was in the high school at Sterling. He gained a
sturdy constitution during the twenty years he spent
on his father's farm and when the family moved to
Kansas City he entered the Medico-Chirurgical
School, an institution subsequently merged with the
Kansas University. He attended medical college
three years, graduating M. D. March 31, 1899. For
the first two years Doctor Fortner practiced out in
Western Kansas in Norton County, following which
he was in practice at Kansas City, Missouri, two
He then took post-graduate studies for a
years.
year in the University Medical College, during 1904,
and at the end of his term moved to Coffeyville,
where his ability soon won him rank as a skillful
physician and surgeon. He now carries on a general
practice with oiBccs at 127% West Ninth Street and
home at fi05 Elm Street. He is an active member of
the County and State Medical Societies and the
American Aledical Association.
Doctor Fortner has been very successful as a business man and now owns and controls a largo amount
of property, principally farm lands. He owns a farm
of 240 acres three miles northeast of Coffeyville,
another place of 150 acres in Seward County, a farm
of 100 acres in Nowata County, Oklahoma, and a
farm of 200 acres in Victoria County, Texas. His
holdings also include residence property at 215 West
Seventh Street in Coffeyville, and two houses at
the corner of First and Maple streets.
Though reared a republican. Doctor Fortner has
always voted the democratic ticket. For a time
he served as city physician at Coffeyville. In Masonry he is a member of Amsterdam Lodge, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, Fort Scott Consistory
No. 4 of the thirty-second degree Scottish Rite, and
Abdallah Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Leavenlie also belongs to Coffeyville Lodge No.
worth,
775, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
to the Commercial Club of that city.
In 1902 at Amsterdam, Missouri, Doctor Fortner
married Miss Jessie Wintermute, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. A. C. Wintermute, who live at Grand View,
Missouri.
Her father is a general merchant.
.

John TnoM.\s Sims, who many years ago secured
prestige as one of the most forcible lawyers of the
Kansas City, Kansas, bar ajul is now serving as judge
of the Probate Court of Wyandotte County has had
his share of the slings and arrows of outrageous
fortune.
His early life was one of hard and continuous work, often ill repaid, and again and again
overtaken with calamity or disaster. He tried farming in the early days of Kansas, and various other
occupations, and again and again when prosperity
seemed to smile upon him he was put back at the
beginning liy drought or some other of the numerous
calamities which are so familiar in Kansas history.
Judge Sims was born at Robinson, Crawford
He was one
County, Illinois, December 31, 1864.
of eleven children, four of whom axe still living,
and is the only one in Kansas. His parents were
Thomas Jefferson and .Vrminta McComas (Elledge)
Sims. His father was born in Virginia, was a blacksmith and wagon-maker by trade, and for a number
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of years followed merchant milling, having a mill on
the banks of the Wabash River on the Illinois side.
He lived in Illinois until his death about 1877.

Judge Sims' mother was born in Kentucky in 1828
and died at Robinson, Illinois, in 1884. The father
was a democrat until the war, and then joined his
The only
allegiance with the republican party.
collector.
public office he ever held was that of tax
He was an active member of the Christian or DisSeveral members of the family have
ciples Church.
attained distinction.
Judge Sims' sister Mrs. Ellen
May Firebaugh, wife of a physician, was herself
graduated from Rush Medical College at Chicago but

She attained
did not practice after her marriage.
most note as a literary woman, was author of "The
Physician's Wife" and has contributed to various
magazines. SteUa Sims, a younger sister of Judge
Sims, is a graduate dentist and has practiced that
profession very successfully.
Judge Sims received his early education in Robinson, Illinois. At the age of seventeen he left school
and first aspired to bo a farmer. While farming
some land he (laid another farmer $1.50 a week board,
and during all that time lived on flap-jacks and
It was a
sorghum, corn-dodgers and maple syrup.
bad season, but he worked hard while others loafed.
Altogether it was an unsuccessful venture, and he
He taught twenty-two
then began teaching school.
days a montli and was paid wages of .$25 a month.
At the end of the year he took Horace Greeley's
advice and came west to Kansas. This was in 1884.
Locating at Parsons, he worked on a farm for a
•

time,

in Labette and Pratt counties.
interested in laud dealing, asso-

and also taught

At Pratt he became

Continued dry weather
with J. W. Ellis.
brought his efforts in that direction to a failure
and he then returned to Parsons and subsequently
There he was reduced to finanto Joplin, Missouri.
cial extremities, and as a last resource^he came to
Kansas City, Kansas, and sought employment with
Swift & Company, packers.
Judge Sims has been a resident of Kansas City,
Kansas, since 1895. He has studied law while teachHe has
ing, and in 1895 was admitted to the bar.
handled some of the most important litigation tried
in the local courts.
He was the principal attorney
in the noted Casper Compensation case and was also
ciated

legal

representative

for

the

Grand Lodge of the

Ancient Order of United Workmen in the case against
the State Lodge which was compromised.
Besides his private law practice Judge Sims has
spent much of his time in public office. He was three
times elected to the office of justice of the peace, and
served until the office was abolished.
In 1905 he
was elected judge of tlie Police Court and was reelected in 1907 and again in J909.
He resigned in
December, 1910, during his third term, consequent
upon his election in November, 1910, as probate judge
of Wyandotte County. He has been kept in that office,
which requires so much care and delicacy of administration, to the present time, and in 1916 was
made the recipient of the largest majority ever given
to any candidate for office in the county.
His
majority in that election was 8,000. For some time
.Judge Sims practiced in partnership with Col. L. C.
True.
Even after he came to Kansas City and
became well established as a lawyer, his experience
with disaster was not over.
In 1903 he lost practically all his property in the flood of that year.
Sims
has
Judge
long been an active worker in the
republican party, has been delegate to various conand
for
two years was secretary of the
ventions,
Republican Central Committee of the Second Con-
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He is a member of the Wyangressional District.
dotte County and the Kansas State Bar associations.
He belongs to numerous fraternal societies, including the Masons, in which he has attained the Knight
Templar degree, the Elks, the Knights of Pythias,
the Modern Woodmen of America, and the Ancient
Order of United Workmen, in which he has served
as chairman of the law committee. He and his wife
are active members of the Presbyterian Church.

On October 24, 1893, Judge Sims married Miss
Cora Anna Petri of Parsons, Kansas.
Mrs. Sims
was born in Ohio and her people came originally
from Alsace-Lorraine. She is of both French and
German ancestry. Her parents were prosperous
farmers and finally came to Kansas, locating at
Parsons. Judge Sims met his wife at Parsons, and
their first meeting was during a severe storm.
To
their marriage were born three children.
The only
one now living is Elizabeth Arminta, who was born
August 1, 1894, and is now a student in the Emporia
CoUege.
P.\ui, Phillip MacCaskill.
members of the Kansas bar,

One of the younger
in

active practice

at

Parsons, Paul MacCaskill has already had a vride
range of experience in his profession and in public
affairs. While studying law and since he
spent a good
deal of time in the service of public men, at Topeka
and elsewhere, and in 1915 was secretary to Hon.
Bailie P. Waggoner, the Atchison County representative in the State Senate.
He is of a tine strain of Scotch ancestry. The
name MacCaskill, or MacAskUl, is of Norse origin,
meaning Anses Kettle, or sacrificial vessel to the
The MaeCaskills were a sept of the powerful
gods.
MacLeod clan who prior to 1715 owned the Isle of
Skye and other holdings in the Hebrides as well as
on the mainland. The MaeCaskills lived on the Isle
of Skye, and Mr. MacCaskill 's great-great-grandfather Malcolm MacCaskill came to this country in
1811 and located in a Scotch settlement at FayetteHe followed planting through
ville. North Carolina.
his career.
The grandfather, AUen A. MacCaskUl,
was born at Fayetteville, North Carolina, in 1828 and
died there in 1904.
His active career was spent
chiefly as a planter and prior to the war he owned
a number of slaves.
He was also a man of deep
scholarship, was a Presbyterian minister, and was well
versed in the Gaelic languages and was an instructor
of them. During the war between the states he was
a chaplain in the Confederate army and was present
with General Lee at Appomatox.
This scholarly
old southerner married a Miss Jackson, a relative of
Gen. Stonewall Jackson.
It was in Fayetteville, North Carolina, that Paul
MacCaskill was l)oru July 7, 1890. His father is Walter Scott MacCaskill, who now resides at Parsons,
Kansas. His father was bora at Fayetteville in 1866,
grew up and married there, and followed farming
until 1891, when he became a fireman with the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, running out
of Savannah, Illinois.
In 1897 he was promoted to
engineer with the same road, and in 1904 came to
Parsons, and has since been one of the efficient and
trusted engineers of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas
He owns his residence at 318 North
Railroad.
He is a democrat
Twenty-tliird Street in Parsons.
of the old school and attends the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Walter S. MacCaskill married for his first
wife Mary Virginia Gurly, who was born at GoldsHer only
boro, North Carolina, and died in 1897.
For liis second wife W. S.
child is Paul MacCasJiill.
MacCaskill married Ida Overholtser of Perry, Iowa.
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Her

children were: Caryl, who was lioru October 1,
ami is a member of the junior class in the
Parsons High School; Frank 0., who was born in
1904, and is in the public schools; and Alice, born
in August, 1907.
Paul MacCaskill received his education in several
His mother died at Perry, Iowa,
different localities.
and he attended school there for a time. For two
years he lived in the home of his uncle J. B. Moll,
who was general roadmaster of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul with headquarters at Chicago. From
Chicago he returned to Perry, Iowa, then went to
Marion, Iowa, and attended school in all these
In 1904 his father brought him to Parsons
places.
and lie left the high school of that city in 1907.
During the two years from 1907 to 1909 he was
engaged in farming in Whiteside County, Illinois,
and then spent a year on a plantation at his birthKcturning
place in Fayetteville, North Carolina.
to Parsons he spent i)art of the year 1910 in the
Parsons Business College, and then entered the law
The school year 1911-12 was
oflBce of W. S. Hyatt.
spent in the law school of the Kansas University. In
the fall of 1012 Mr. MacCaskill took an active part
in assisting the campaign of Hon. George W. Hodges.
During the legislative session of 1911 he was commitIn 1913 he was clerk to
tee clerk for James Orr.
Senator I. M. Hinds in the Senate. At the close of
that session he was ap])ointed private secretary to
A. E. Helm, commerce counsel of the Public Utilities
1899,

Commission.

Taking the bar examination in January, 1913, and
being admitted to the bar, he resigned his place as
private secretary in .July of that year, and has since
been in active practice at Parsons. As a democratic
candidate he made the race for county attorney, and
though Labette County is nominally republican his
defeat was accomplished by a very narrow margin.
Mr. MacCaskill has his offices in the First National
Bank Building and resides at 1416 Appleton Avenue.
He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
belongs to the Phi Alpha Delta law fraternity, and
to Parsons Lodge No. 1 of the Ancient Order of
United Workmen.
On September 3, 1913, at Lawrence Mr. MacCaskill
married Miss Gladys Rearick, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. John Rearick. Her father is still living and is
station agent for the Missouri Pacific Railway at
Mr. and Mrs. MacCaskill have
Altoona, Kansas.
one son, Paul Hyatt, born August 2, 1914.
"I

Jonx

B. Favor, present sheriff of Sumner ('ounty,
has been a resident of Western Kansas for over
forty-five years, and though he was a small boy
when the family moved here he knows both by recollection and ])ersonal experience all the vicissitudes

and

trials that beset the early pioneers.

This story of a pioneer Kansas family begins with
the removal of Gaines and Susan (Lavender) Favor
from their native state of Tennessee to a farm near
Cairo, Illinois, in 185.5. On that farm in the southern
part of Illinois was born on January 22, 1860, John
B. Favor, first mentioned above. A little more than
a year later Gaines Favor, who had got well stjirted
as a farmer in Southern Illinois and was recognized
as a man of some iirominencc, was killed by the explosion of one of the old-fashioned threshing outfits
known as "(Jroundhog" machines.
This was, of
Besides
course, a calamity in the family history.
his widow he was survived by an older son and two
daughters in addition to John B. Favor. The work
of the farm then fell upon the widowed mother and

her children.
To make their situation the hanler
the war broke out, and they were hard pressed to
make a living during that period. Selling the Illinois farm and acting on the advice of some uncles
and brothers-in-law who were living in Kansas, Mrs.
Favor took her children to a claim of 160 acres on
the raw jirairic twenty miles southwest of Abilene,
on the old Chisholm cattle trail from the south.
It is important to remember some of the conditions
of that year, 1870. Not a single railroad had penetrated Indian Territory to the Red River, Abilene
was still in the high tide of its eminence as one of
the main cattle shipping points and the terminus of
the great Chisholm Trail over which thousands and
thousands of cattle were driven every year from the
Thus the situation
]ilains and ranches of Texas.
along the old cattle trail, while in some respects au
advantage, was also exposed to some of the dangers
incident to the wild and reckless life that characterized the old days of the range and trail.
Nothing daunted, however, Mrs. Favor established
her home there, broke some' land, and hers was the
fourth family to locate in that section along Holland
Creek.
She and her children lived in a simple dugout home of that date. Three years later they moved
to a more elaborate dwelling, but it was still a dugout.
The early people along the frontier had too
many things to think of to consider schools. Mrs.
Favor, however, was very ambitious for her children,
and in order to get them educated she deeded an acre
from her land and bj- subscription a schoolhouse was
erected, being useil both for church and school purIn that old schoolhouse Mr. John B. Favor
I)osps.
received many of the early lessions of his youth.
.\fter two years on the first farm Mrs. Favor moved
.to eighty acres at another location on Holland Creek,
and there she remained for a number of years. AVliile
there the family engaged in the stock Imsiness and
general fanning, and in spite of the widespread sufferings cau.sed by grasshopper years and the drouth,
they managed to keep their cattle from starvation
by grazing them on the foothills and in the draws.
.\s there was no father or husliand to look after the
family it was characteristic of the generous and bighearted Texas cowboys and rangers that they offered
their services in every way for the protection and
safeguarding of this lonely woman and her children,
and furnished some of the feed necessary to bring
their cattle through the winter.
In 1880 the family removed to Abilene. Her older
son subse(|uently married and removed to McDonald
County, Missouri, where he is now a prominent fruit
farmer and has seven children. The mother, desiring
to be with this son, moved to Missouri, leaving John
B. Favor in Abilene.
John B. Favor for, several years conducted a transfer and teaming business in Abilene. On January 6,
1884, he married Miss .\lice Looker in .\bilene.
He has long been active in public affairs. In 1890
lie was appointed cit}" marshal of Abilene, and two
years later was elected by the populist party and
He
held that office continuously for fourteen years.
proved an efficient officer in the preservation of law
and order, and had many interesting experiences,
though of course Abilene had become a greatly
changed town from the wild and riotious period when
In 1904 Mr. Favor
it was exclusively a cattle town.
was elected on the republican ticket to the office of
sheriff of Dickinson County, and in 1906 was elected
for another term of two years.
On leaving the office of sheriff in Dickinson County,
in 1908, he removed to Wellington, and there, asso-
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ciated with J. W. Julian,
He continued in
restaurant.
his
years until after he began
with J. M. Lingenfelder. He
elected
year, and in 1914 was

the Bungalow
business for two
duties as under sheriff
was under sheriff four
to the office of sheriff
of Sumner County, and was re-elected in 191G for a
term of two years on the same ticket.
Sheriff Favor has long been prominent in fraternal
work. He has filled all the chairs in the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, i« the Ancient Order of
United Workmen and the Modern Woodmen of
the Blue Lodge of
America, and is past master of
Masons at Abilene, and has held all the offices in
the Royal Arch Chapter at Abilene and all the chairs
in the Knights
except that of eminent commander
times he
Templar Commandery. At three different
has served as assistant state lecturer, and has been
Eastern Star. Mrs. Favor
patron two times of the
is also prominent in the various auxiliaries connected
with these orders, and is worthy matron of the Eastern Star and also belongs to the Women 's Christian
Mr. and Mrs. Favor are memUnion.

opened
this

.

Temperance

bers of the Presbyterian Cliurch, and in many ways
have proved themselves valuable factors in the communities where they have lived.

Charles T. Carpenter is one of the pioneer bankers
of Coffcvville, and for thirty years has been closely
identified with what is now known as the Condon
National Bank, being vice president of that instituhis wife, is one of
W.
Mrs.
ti<Jii.

Carpenter,
Temple
the prominent women of Southern Kansas, has been
a leader in religious, social and public affairs, and is
of C^offeyville, and
president of the Carnegie Library
a
is the only woman who has ever been honored with
of that city.
place on the school board
The
family is a very old one in Amer-

Carpenter
to
having been transplanted from England
Rehoboth, Massachusetts, as early as 1632. From
there its descendants moved to Pennsylvania, and
into North Carolina and Kentucky. Mr. Carpenter
has ancestors who fought in the Revolution.
Charles T. Carpenter was born at Palmetto, Tennessee, December 9, 185S, and belongs to a substantial stock of people who were extensive planters
in early Tennessee, but were stanchly aligned with

ica,

the Union cause and in the difSculties that grew out
of the Civil war moved north of the Ohio River.
Peter Carpenter, grandfather of the Coffeyville
banker, was born in North Carolina in 1790. He
was reared and married in his native state, became
a planter, and moved his family to Tennessee, establishing a homestead on an eminence long known
He was a stanch whig, and on
as Carpenter Hill.
account of his pronounced advocacy of the L'nion
cause he had to refugee from Tennessee during the
war, and lived at Bloomficld, Iowa, where he died
in 1863. Peter Carpenter married Margaret Ramsey,
who was born in 1805, and died at the old estate at
Carpenter Hill in Tennessee in 1845. She was of
Scotch-Irish descent and her ancestors had come
to America at the beginning of the nineteenth
century.

Samuel Carpenter, father of Charles T., was born
Knob Creek, North Carolina, in 1826, and was
reared and educated near Palmetto, Tennessee. He
became a merchant, and in 1874 moved out to Kansas and locating at Oswego established one of the
at

'

He retired
early general mercantile stores there.
from business in 1887 and died at Oswego in 1901.
He was a reiniblican, and was iiractically a lifelong

member
member
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of the Presbyterian Church, serving as a
Samuel Carpenter marfor forty years.

Montgomery, who was born in Tennessee
and died in Oswego, Kansas, in 1907. Their
children were: Laura C, wife of Dr. W. H. Belt, a
physician and surgeon at Oswego, Kansas. Robert
business at OklaP.,' in the real estate and insurance
homa City; Charles T.; Mary, wife of L. J. Van

ried Sarah
in 18.31

is
connected with the Carpenter &
mercantile establishment at Oswego,
Kansas; Samuel, Jr., also a member of the firm of
Carpenter & Van Alstyne at Oswego; Margaret, a
teacher in the Central High School of Kansas City,
Missouri.
Charles T. Carpenter had his first schooling in a
private institution at Palmetto, Tennessee. After
his parents moved to Kansas he continued his
education in the State University at Bloomington,
Indiana, where he was graduated A. B. in 1876. He
then came out to Kansas to join his parents at
Oswego, and spent five years in the employ of his
father. While at Oswego he became connected with
his real work in life, and served two years as cashier
of the Condon Bank there. In 1886 he came to Coffeyville as one of the partners in the Condon Bank,
which was then a private institution and had been
established at Coffeyville that year. The bank took
out a state charter in 1898, and since 1903 has been
the Condon National Bank. Its present officers are:
C. M. Ball, president; Charles T. Carpenter, vice
president; C. A. Walker, cashier; and F. S. Mitchell,
assistant cashier. This is one of the old and reliable
banks of Southern Kansas, and has a capital of
In
$100,000 and surplus and profits of .$50,000.
September, 1916, the bank completed its handsome
new home, a two-story terra cotta building at 814
Walnut Street in Coffeyville.
Mr. Carpenter is also senior partner in the Charles
T. Carpenter Insurance Agency, the largest agency
of the kind in Montgomery County, and handling

Alstyne,

who

Van Alstyne

life,

hail,

tire,

cyclone,

accident,

plate glass,

and

For twelve
every line of insurance.
years Mr. Carpenter served as president of the Coffeyville Board of Education and is still a member
He is trustee of the Montgomery
of the board.
County High School at Independence. Politically
he is independent, is a member of the Presbyterian
Church, which he has served as trustee and elder,
and has made himself an influential factor in everything that concerns the better life and progress of
practically

his

home

city.

In 1892 at Rockport, Indiana, Charles T. Carpenter

and Miss Temple West were united in marriage. Mrs.
Carpenter was born in Pike County, Indiana. Her
ancestors, the Wests, came from England to Virginia

Her grandfather, Hugh West, a
in colonial times.
native of Virginia, saw active service in the Mexican
war, and spent his life as a farmer in Kentucky
and Ohio. He died in Clermont County, Ohio. He
was a whig in politics. Hugh West married Rosanna
Boyd, who was born in South Carolina :ind died in
Indiana about 1867.
.1.
D. West, father of Mrs. Carpenter, was born
in Clermont County, Ohio, in 1828, grew up there,
but when quite young went to Pike County, Indiana, where he was a successful farmer and stockman, and w'here he died in 1900. He was a republican. In 1861 he enlisted with an Indiana regiment
an<l served all through the war, first under the
lu
conmiand of Grant and later under Sherman.
one battle he was taken iirisoner, and was confined
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at Andersonville until exchaiigeil. J. D. West married Soplironia Broi-k,"\vlio was boiii in Virginia in
1834 and died in Pike County, Indiana, in 1870.
Tlieir children were:
Joslnia, who was a farmer
and died in Pike County, Indiana; Mrs. Carpenter;
Leander, who is employed in an elevator at Mount
Carnicl, Illinois; Eva, who died at Rockport, In-

diana, in 1875, unmarried.
Mrs. Carpenter received

her early education in
Rockport, Indiana, graduating from the high school
there in 18S2, and in the same year entering the
State University at Blooniiugton, W'here slie completed the course and received the degree Ph. B. in
She is a member of the college sorority,
1886.
Kappa Alpha Theta. For several years before
her marriage Mrs. Carpenter taught at Rockport
and also at Minneapolis, Minnesota. In addition to
the conscientious care of her home and family,
Mrs. Carjienter has accomplished a great deal in the
sphere of woman's activities. Since early girlhood
she has been a worker in the Presbyterian Church.
For a number of years she has served as treasurer
of Chapter No. 112 of the Eastern Star at Coffeyville.
Mrs. Carpenter is one of the charter members
of the Searchlight Club, the original woman 's club
of Coffeyville, and was its president for a long
time.
She has been closely associated with local
affairs, particularly those affecting the educational
l>rogress of the city, and is president of the Carnegie
Library Board. Reference has already been maile
to the fact that she is the only woman who ever
served on the board of education, and she filled
that important post in local affairs four years.
To the marriage of Jlr. and Mrs. Carpenter were
born seven children: Walter Thomas is a director
and bookkeeper in the Condon National Bank, being a graduate of the Coffeyville High School, as
are all the other older children; Samuel is in his
father's insurance office; Charles T. is also learning
the insurance business under his father's direction;
Hugh is now in the junior class of the Kansas
University at Lawrence; Margery, after finishing
the high school course in 1916, entered Oswego College for Women; William is a freshman in the Coffeyville High School; Sarah is in the seventh grade
of the public schools.

Joel H. Rickei,. Among the citizens of Chanute,
one who has had a most interesting career is Joel H.
Rickei, a resident of this city since 1896, and now

the owner of a carriage and repair
shop and the
owner of a valuable farm. Mr. Rickei is a veteran
of the Civil war, and has been a
jirominent figure
in Grand Army circles, being a
past commander of
several posts in Kansas and a past
department commander of the State of Kansas. He was born in
Ashland County, Ohio, December 8, 1844, and is a
son of John S. and Jane (Fulks) Rickei.
The Rickei family, which originated on the Rhone,
Germany, was founded in this coimtry during Colonial
times, and three bearing the name "fought with the
Patriot army during the war of the Revolution, one
meeting his death at the battle of Brandywine.
Michael B. Rickei. the grandfather of Joel H. i?ickel,
was born in 1776, in Tuscar.augus County,
Pennsylvania, .and became a pioneer into Ohio, where, in
Ashland County, he entered a farm from the Government. There he passed the remainder of a long and
industrious life, and died in 1868.
.John S. Rickei
was born in Ashland County, Ohio, in ISl.l, in the
same house in which was born his son, and was reared
and educated in the community. Ho was a mill-

wright by trade and a civil engineer by profession,
in 1841 went to Kosciusko County, Indiana, where
he cleared a farm from the hea\-j' timber. There he
spent the remainder of his life, and died in 1853.

and

He was

a whig in
Masonic fraternity.

))oIities

and a member of the

Mr. Rickei married Miss Jane
Fulks, who was born in ]81.'{, in Wayne County,
Ohio, and died in Kosciusko County, Indiana, in
1858, and they became the parents of three children: Joel H.; Rebecca Jane, who is the widow of
Dick Peek, who was a farmer, and resides in Shelby
County, Illinois; and J. M., president of the Chanute
Tank Company, of Clianute, Kansas.
.Joel H. Rickei was reared on his father's farm in
Kosciusko County, Indiana, until he was ten years
of age, at which time he returned to Ashland County,
Ohio, and was there given a common school educaAfter the death of his father he resided on the
tion.
farm of his grandfather until he was fifteen years
old, at which time he struck out for himself, but
his career was interrupted by the outbreak of the
In 1801 he enlisted in the Twenty-fourth
Civil war.

Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with which he
served until June 19, 1864.
During this period he
saw some of the severest fighting of the entire war,
taking jiart in no less than twenty-two engagements,
including such notable battles as Shiloh, Corinth,

At Stone River,
Murfreesboro and Chickamauga.
Mr. Rickei was shot through the right foot, and
September 19, ISO.I, he was again wounded, this
time seriously, three ribs being broken. He was unconscious when found, and his comrades thinking
him dead, prepared for his burial. He laid on the
funeral pile for fourteen hours, when they discovered

He was five months rethat life was not extinct.
covering from this injury, but rejoined his regiment
Mr. Riekel 's war record
as soon as he was able.
was one of which any man might well be proud. He
was co\irageous in battle, earning the admiration of
his comrades, and his faithful performance of whatever duty was imposed upon him gained him the
respect of his officers.
At the close of the war the brave young soldier
returned to Ashland, Ohio, but he had seen enough
of the outside world to desire to see more, and also
felt that the West held out opportunities that his
home community could never give him. Accordingly,
in 1866, he went to Blackhawk County, Iowa, where
he engaged in farming for three years, and in 1869
locateil on a farm in the vicinity of Flora, Illinois.
After one year of agricultural work, he moved into
the town, where he followed carpentry for three years,
and in 1873 first came to Kansas, settling in the
with some
vicinity of Emporia, where he farmed
degree of success for two years. At the end of that
time he went to Wabaunsee County, Kansas, and
during the next ten years was engaged in the real
estate and loan Imsiness, an enterprise in which he
met with success. Mr. Rickei 's love of adventure,
however, remained unsatisfied, and at that time he
went to sea, fishing for turtles, under a contract
with the Fulton Turtle Cannery, of Rockport, Texas,
which called for all the turtles weighing over 200
In this capacity he
pounds that he could catch.
fished all along the coast of Mexico and Central
and South America and his catches were phenomenal
during the three years of his contract. Wliile thus
engaged he brought many strange fish and curios
to the surface of the waters, and eventually decided
to make a collection of curios, which he brought b.aA
These included a dolphin
to the United States.
whale, a hammer-head shark, a man-eating shark,
a black shark, and a mammoth sawfish twenty-one
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feet long

and weighing 2,500 pounds.

All of these

he- had mounted by a taxidermist, and a larse collection of radiates, zuphites and molusca, which were

subsequently placed on exhibition in Texas, Arkansas
and Kansas, and finally were established at Chanute.
Many of these curios have since been sold to exhibitions, museums and dealers, but Mr. Eickel still possesses 800 of the smaller specimens, including rare
and valuable species of the finny tribe, which form

a most interesting collection and have been viewed
by thousands of people, many of whom came from
Mr. Eickel has
long distances solely to see them.
added other features to the collection, including a
piece of rosewood veneering which was taken from
the first piano (or spinnet) ever shipped to America.
Mr. Rickel came to Chanute in 1896, and here has
since been the proprietor of a carriage and repair
He is also superintending the operations on
shop.
his farm, which lies one mile west of the limits of
Chanute, a handsome property which has been brought
to a high state of cultivation and yields a good income. He likewise owns other real estate, including
a brick flat building at No. 318 East Main Street.
Mr. Eickel is a stand-pat republican, and cast his
first vote for Abraliam Lincoln, since which time he
has given his ballot to every presidential candidate
of his party. He is a member of the Odd Fellows
and the Triple Tie, and stands high in the councils
of the Grand Army of the Eepublie, being a past
department commander of the Grand Army of the
State of Kansas. He is now a member of Chanute
Post No. 129, of which he is past commander, as he

two other posts in the state.
was married in December, 1890, at
Guthrie, Oklahoma, to Miss Mary A. Hardy, daughter of William and Ann (Garrity) Hardy, farming
people, both of whom are now deceased. By a former
marriage Mr. Eickel had three children: Henry E.,
who is the editor of a newspaper at Eskridge, Kanis

also of

Mr.

Rickel

sas; B. G.,

who

is

a contracting painter at Portland,
is engaged in the real

Oregon; and Willard H., who

Thomas

White, a lawyer of high standing in
both Kansas City, Kansas, and Kansas City, Missouri, has been a resident of Kansas forty-eight
He had his experience as an early homeyears.
steader, was in railway service for a number of
years, and gained a very thorough knowledge of
public men and national politics in his relationship
J.

He has
confidential clerk to Senator Ingalls.
been a lawyer for nearly thirty-five years.
Mr. White was born at Whitstable, a town on tlie
seaeoast in County Kent, England, January 27, 1842.
He was the second in a family of seven children born
to Joseph and Jane (Collar) White.
He was the
only member of the family to come to America. His
father Joseph was a sea captain.
Mr. White was
reared in England and in the English schools and
largely through his own persistence and studious
habits acquired a good education.
While in England he learned shorthand. He acquired proficiency
in this by arduous work often by candle light, and
also commenced the reading of law.
He married in
Englaaid, and two years later, in 1867, determined to
seek his fortune in the New World.
After landing in New York he proceeded West,
settling for a time in Hlinois and taught a term
or so of school at Neponset in Illinois.
In 1869,
with his wife and in company with two other families
he left Illinois, journeyed by railroad to St. Joseph,
Missouri, and from there by horse and wagon, overas

land to Washington County,
steaded a claim of 160 acres.
lived in a small house on the
years, endured the privations
acteristic of those years, and
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Kansas.
He homeHe and his family
claim for about 2^!

and hardships char-

proved up by
commuting the claim.
The art of shorthand which he had acquired in
England proved the key by which he entered into a
Ijroader life.
In 1871 he was requested to become
secretary to W. F. Downs, superintendent of tho
Central Branch of the Union Pacific Railway, now a
finally

part of the Missouri Pacific system. He accordingly
removed to Atchison, and held various positions, including secretary to the superintendent, claim agent,
purchasing agent, chief clerk and finally general
He remained in railway work until Jay
auditor.
Gould bought tho road and made it part of the
His Railway AuMissouri Pacific System in 1880.
ditorship gave him a thorough and practical knowledge of accounting.
In 1880-81 Mr. White was in charge of the office
In 1881,
of a large hardware house at Atchison.
at the invitation of U. S. Senator John J. IngaUs,
Mr. White became his private secretary; and he was
also made clerk of the Senate Committee of the DisHe continued as
trict of Columbia in Washington.

Mr. Ingalls' private secretary and clerk of said
Senate Committee for nearly seven years. While in
Washington he enrolled as a student in Georgetown
Previously, in Atchison,
University School of Law.
Mr. White had tauglit a night school in shorthand.
He also served as a member of the school board there
two years and was city clerk there two years.
Mr. White was graduated from the Georgetown University Law Department with the degree LL. B.
in 1882 and in 1883 received the degree of LL. M.
He was admitted to the bar of the District of Columbia in 1882, and a year or two later, to the bar of the
Supreme Court of the United States. Mr. White
was in practice at Atchison from January 1, 1888,
until the simimer of 1889, when he removed to Kansas
City, Kansas, and for twenty-seven years has successfully practiced there with particular attention to real
He has always been a great
estate and tax law.
student with a high reputation for industry, method
and exactness in all of his business and professional
matters; strictly temperate and regular in his habits;
all of which have resulted in giving him a very high
standing among the successful lawvers of the State,
Prom 1889 to 1891 he was a partner of F. D. Mills,
but with that exception has practiced alone.
Among other fruits of his relationship with Senator Ingalls Mr. Wliite acquired much knowledge of
the bankruptcy law, and in 1898 was appointed
referee in bankruptcy by Judge Foster, and filled
that position until 1904.
Mr. White was a member
of the Kansas City, Kansas, school board from
190.'3 to 1908 and served as president in 1905.
Outside of his professional and business interests
the inspiration of his life has been his home and

Mr. and Mrs. White have been married fiftyone years. They were married in England at SjieldHer
hurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, April 17, 1865.
maiden name was Mary Elizabeth Willett.
They
Frank W., president of the
have four children:
Lyman Drug Company of Manistee, Michigan; Nellie
E., at home; William F., a real estate man at Seattle,
Washington; and Mary L., at home.
Mr. Wliite has been a loyal republican and has
done much to support his party organization in
Kansas. He and his wife are active in the affairs
of St. Paul's Episcopal Cliurch and he has served as
family.
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superintendent of its Sunday school for over twelve
Prior to coming to Kansas City he was
superintendent of the Congregational Church Sunday
School at Atchison for twelve years. In Masonry he
has become affiliated with the various bodies of
the Scottish Rite, has served as master of the Consistory and is a member of the Kansas City, .Kansas,
Mercantile Club.
Mr. White has made nine long trips back to his
native England, sometimes accompanieii by his wife,
sometimes alone, and at other times by one of his
sons or daughters.
They have spent much time in
travel both in this country and abroad.
Mr. White
has always taken a great interest in the history of
Kansas, and he cherished for many years one relic
of pioneer times in the form of the original key to
the .jail in which John Brown was confined before
he was hanged, but which he has recently donated to
the Kansas State Historical Society at Topeka,
Kansas.

years.

when he resigned to return to Norton and
become president of the First National Bank. He
was called from tliat i>osition by Governor Hodges
in 1913, and appointed bank commissioner of the
state.
In 1914 he was elected a governor of the
Federal Reserve Bank at Kansas City, Missouri, and
in 191G became chairman of the board.
As an associate of Mr. E. E. Ames Mr. Sawyer has
been identified with the management and control of
a number of banks in Northwest Kansas.
He was
a member of the executive council of the American
Bankers' Association from 1903 to 1906 and again
in a similar position from 1908 to 1911.
In 1898
Mr. Sawyer was honored by election to the office of
president of the Kansas Bankers' Association.
In politics he is a democrat, and was a delegate at
large to the Democratic National Convention at Denver in 1908, and was also a member of the conven-

until 1897,

tion of 1912 at Baltimore.

On

May 22, 1889, Mr. Sawyer married May
She was born at Streator, Illinois, daughFrank Holmes, the first merchant of that city.
Mr. and Mrs. Sawyer have four children.
Lewis
M., Jr., is a graduate of the University of Kansas
and the Yale University Law School, and since
March, 1915, has been a state bank examiner of
Kansas.
Margaret, Frances and Catherine are Mr.
Sawyer 's daughters. Frances is now a student in
the Kansas University, while Catherine is attending
Holmes.

Charles

Manville

Sawyek, chairman of the
board of directors of the Federal Reserve Bank at
Kansas City, Missouri, began his banking career in
Kansas and is perhaps as widely known over tlie state
as any one banker.
The Federal Reserve Bank at
Kansas City, Missouri, serves the district comprising
the states of Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming
and the greater part of Oklahoma, and portions of

New Mexico.
Mr. Sawyer was born on a farm near Streator,
Illinois.
His is an old American family and some
of his ancestors fought as officers in the revolutionary
war. His parents were Lewis M. and Salanda (Moon)
Sawyer, the former a native of New York and the
latter of Illinois.
They were the parents of eight
children.
Lewis M. Sawyer had como to Illinois in
1842 and for many years was a successful farmer,
stock raiser and also interested in several banks. He
retired from active business in 1898 and moved to
Evanston, Illinois, in which handsome city he still
resides at the age of eighty.
His wife died January
Lewis M. Sawyer while living at Streator
19, 1915.
took an interest in republican politics and served
as a member of both the House of Representatives
and the Senate of Illinois.
His father being a man of considerable wealth for
the time and of substantial social position, Charles
Manville Sawyer had excellent opportunities during
his boyhood.
However, he was the only one of his
He
parents' children who did not go to college.
contented himself with the district schools and the
school
of
Streator.
He
lived
on
a
farm
in
high
1885^86 and in the spring of 1887, through the influence of his brother-in-law, Mr. E. E. Ames, afterwards prominent in Kansas, came out to this state
and located at Norton.
Norton, then a frontier
town along the line of the Rock Island Railroad in
the northwest part of the state, was just rising to
importance as the center of a rapidly settling district.
Charles M. Sawyer was just twenty-one years
of age, but soon justified the confidence of the
directors who made him cashier of the First National
Rank of Norton. He filled that post until July,
189.'!, and during that period he gained a wide acquaintance with the people of Northwestern Kansas
and came in touch with the early settlers during the
series of hard years which beset them.
In July,
1893, Mr. Sawyer was appointod a national bank
examiner.
That position gave him exceptional opportunities for acquaintance and association with
liankers all over the state, and he continued the work
Missouri and

ter of

Miss Barstow's School.
Fraternally Mr. Sawyer is a thirty-second degree
Scottish Rite Mason, a member of the Mystic Shrine

at Salina, and also belongs to the Modern Woodmen
of America, the Blue Hills Country Club, Knife and

Fork Club, Mid-Day Club, Bankers' and Automobile
clubs of Kansas City, Missouri.
Mrs. Sawyer is a

member

Guy

of the Episcopal Church.

E. Truitt.

To

the real lover of nature there

no vocation known to majikind which furnishes
more interesting possibilities than the nursery business.
Developments in recent years along this line
have been as wonderful as they were formerly unexYet even to the man who
pected and unbelievable.
labors faithfully to maintain liigh standards already
is

is that satisfaction in accomplishpossible only when an individual works in collaboration with nature and the elements of creation.
Kansas has had its full quota of earnest, painstaking
men in this vocation who h.^ve delighted in their
labor and have contributed liberally to the wellbeing of the community, but few concerns have enjoyed a longer or more prosperous career than the
Chanute Nurseries, which have enlisted the activities
of two generations, and which are now being conducted at Chanute under the able management of
(hn* E. Truitt, a man who is perfectly and sincerely
in symjiatli.v with his work.
Mr. Truitt was born in Greenu]) County, Kentucky,
July 2, 1876, and is a son of .lames .and Ella E.
His
(Griece) Truitt, and is of English descent.
father was also a native of Kentucky, born in 1838,
anil was reared on a farm, where he learned to love
and unrlerstand the works of nature.
During his
youth lie engaged in farming, but gradually turned
his attention more and more to the nursery business.
When the Civil war came on he enlisted in the Home

established there

ment

Guards, but saw little service, and when peace was
declared went happily and contentedly back to the
cultivation of his plants, his shrubs and his trees.
In 1878 he came to Chanute as a pioneer, having
become impressed with the possibilities of this re-
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gion, and not long thereafter founded the Chanute
Nurseries.
His start was a small one, if compared
with business enterprises of the present day, but
through persistent labor and with the help of his
growing sons he built it up to large proportions, and
the business became recognized as one of the city's
regular institutions and one which contributed to

Mr. Truitt passed away at
Chanute 's prestige.
Chanute in February, 1914, universaUy respected and
esteemed, a man whose life among the growing things
had put his heart into attune with nature's best
moods and had developed his natural qualities of
sympathy and kindliness. Mr. Truitt was a stanch
republican, and, a member of the Masonic fraternity.
He was married in Kentucky to Miss Ella E. Griece,
who was born in 1842, in Ohio, and who survives
her husband and resides at Chanute.
They became
the parents of five children, as follows: a son who

died in infancy; William, who was associated with
his father and brothers in the nursery business and
died at Chanute in March, 1914; May, who conducts
the greenhouse at No. 219 North Steuben Avenue,
the only one in Chanute, where there are 35,000 square
feet of glass; Walter, a resident of Chanute, who
was formerly connected with the nursery business
with his father and brothers; and Guy E.
Guy E. Truitt was educated in the public schools
of Chanute, and was graduated from the high school
At that time he achere with the class of 1894.
cepted a position with the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railroad, in the service of which line he
continued for a period of twelve years, then entering the nursery business with his father and his
brothers, William and Walter. Mr. Truitt is now the
sole owner of the business, which he has developed
into large proportions. The storage plant is situated
at No. 28 East Chestnut Street, and its dimensions
.are 57x112% feet and 97x112^2 feet, the offices being
The stock, which inlocated in the same building.
cludes all manner of trees, fruits, bushes, shrubs,
vegetables, flowers and plants, is grown all around
Chanute, and is shipped all over the United States,
the Chanute Nurseries having a lively market in
practically every state in the Union. Many of these
products are grown on Mr. Truitt 's own farm, a
handsome, well-cultivated tract of 120 acres, lying
two miles south of Chanute, where he has all the

improvements and most modern machinery. He
has experimented in the growing of various products
and has been successful in producing some new valatest

rieties.

Mr. Truitt is a republican, but not an office seeker,
although he has always been ready to contribute of
his services in the advancement of public-spirited
movements. He is affiliated fraternally with Cedar
Lodge No. 103, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
Chanute Chapter No. 21, Eoyal Arch Masons Chanute
;

Commandery No. 44, Knights Templar; and Chanute
Lodge No. 806, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks.

Mr. Truitt was married at Emporia, Kansas, in
1906, to Miss Nellie C. Smith, daughter of W. B.
and Josephine (Truitt) Smith, of Emporia, the latter
being a distant relative of the Truitt family of this
notice.
Mr. Smith is a foreman in the employ of
L. W. Lewis, a bridge contractor.
Mr. and Mrs.
Truitt reside in their pleasant home at No. 503 N.

Highland Avenue.

Harry C. Weible. When it is stated. that Harry C.
Weible moved out from Pennsylvania to Independence about thirteen vears ago, it will be readilv
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surmised that he is connected in some way with
the oil or gas industry, and he is in fact one of the
large oil producers in the Mid-Continent field and
from his headquarters at CofEeyville directs extensive
operations not only in Southern Kansas but in Oklahoma and Texas.
Practically reared in the oil fields of Western
Pennsylvania, he is the son of a veteran of the
industry. Mr. Weible was born in Allegheny City,
Pennsylvania, January 16, 1858. He was still a child
when his grandfather Weible died. His grandfather was born in Allegheny County in the very
early days, and died there after a career as a farmer.
He married a Miss Ferguson, who died in Allegheny County, and of their children the only one
now living is William Weible, an uncle of Harry C,
and a retired oil producer at Allegheny City. The
Weibles came originally from Germany and settled
in Pennsylvania in colonial times.
Isaac Weible, father of Harry C, was born in
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, in 1821. He was
reared and married in his native locality, took up
farming as his first vocation, and with the discoveries of oil in the western counties of his native
state he entered the fields as a producer and
operator in Venango and Butler Counties. For many
years his home was at Karns City in Butler County,
where he died in 1894. He held a number of town
offices there, and was an active republican, and was
one of the leading members and supporters of the
Methodist Church. Isaac Weible married Catherine
Myers, who was born in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, in 1819 and died at Karns City in 1903.
George, the oldest of their children, now a resident
of Mannington, West Virginia, for many years
was a ganger along the pipe lines for the Standard
Oil Company.
Charles, the second in age, is an
oil
producer in Butler County, Pennsylvania.

Thomas

lives

at

Greenville, Pennsylvania,

has also

been in the oil business, has several large farms, and
is one of the noted horsemen of his section of the
state.
Mary first married Dr. Beard, a meat dealer
and a traveling representative for a wholesale

meat house, who died when quite young; for her
second husband she n^arried Mr. Adams, who was a
railroad contractor and is also deceased, and she
now makes her home at Allegheny City, Pennsylvania. The fifth in age is Harry C. Weible of Coffeyville. William H. lives near Toledo, Ohio, and is
foreman for the Ohio Oil Company. Margaret is
the wife of D. C. Macon, an oil producer in California.

Lima,

Jennie married A. D. Sutton, a resident of
and a buyer for the Standard Oil

Ohio,

Company.
With nearly all the members of his family in
some way connected with the oil industry, Harry C.
Weible grew up in the atmosphere of the oil fields
of Western Pennsylvania, and at the
age of fifteen
left the public schools of
Venango County and
as
a
began
pumper. With experience he developed
into a contractor and later was a producer in Butler
and McKean Counties of Pennsylvania and also in
the fields around Lima, Ohio. In 1903 he came to
Independence, Kansas, but after a short time moved
in July of that year to Coffeyville, where he has
since had his home and business headquarters. At
the present time Mr. Weible has productions in the
Ohio fields, in the Kansas and Oklahoma fields, and
some gas interests in Texas. He owns a farm in
Oklahoma and has some oil wells upon it.
Mr. Weible is president of the Texas Central Gas
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Company, of the Robert Patkiug Machine Company
State

vice president of the People's
of Coffevville,
Bank of Coffevville, ami is niana^'or of the Sequoyah
the
Oil Companv' of the Con.lry Oil Company,
Weible and "Coovan Oil I'ompaiiy ami the Weible
ami Hoffman Oil Company.
His home is at 603 Elm Street in Coffevville. Mr.
Weible is a republican, a member of the Methodist
and his fraternal affiliations are with Keyis

Church,

stone Lodge Xo. 102, Ancient Free and Accepted

Masons
Roval

at Coffevville, Coffevville Chapter No. 89,

Arch Masons, Lochinvar Commandery No.

Mirzah Temple of the
Kni^rhts Templar, and
Mvstic Shrine at Pittsburg, Kansas.
In December, 1SS4, at i'ranklinville, New York,
52,'

Mr. Weible married Miss Paula Hazzard, daughter
Botli her
of John and Ellen (Latham) Hazzard.
and her father was in the
parents are deceased
lumber business. Mr. and Mrs. Weible have two
children. Fern finished her education in tlie Hardin
Missouri, an.
College for Young Women at Mexico,
of
is now the wife of Leonard Hoffman, a resident
Little Kock, Arkansas, where he is chief clerk to
I

the superintendent
Merl, a resident
Baker University,
the Kansas State
he took his LL. B.

of the Iron Mountain Railroad.
of Coffeyville, graduated from
attended the law deiiartment of

University at Lawrence, where
degree in" 1915, and while build-

ing up a practice at Coffeyville
father in the oil business.

is also

assisting his

Mj. Callender was born at Berlin, Wisconsin,
six chilAugust 31, 1867, the third in a family of
dren whose parents were John H. and Marian (RusHis father was a native of Canada
sell) Callender.
and his mother of New York State. The grandlived in Canada, and
parents came from Scotland,
John H. Callenafterwards moved to Wisconsin.
der grew up in Ripon, a city where the first political
thus gave
organization took the name republican and

claim to the distinction of being the
John H. Callender became
birthplace of the party.
a dentist. He practiced at Ripon for a number of
climate and a
years and then seeking a change of
more active life he came to Kansas when the Osage
In 1878 he located near
District was opened.
Anthony when only a few houses stood on the townHe brought" his household furniture and lumsite.
ber from Wisconsin, carrying the goods on a wagon
He took up a
sixty-five miles to Harper County.
claim of 160 acres, proved up on it, but as a result
of several years of successive drought he had to
abandon farming and resume his practice as a denLater he sold his farm and gave his entire
tist.
He finally
attention to his practice at Anthony.
His
retired to Wichita and died there in 1903.
widow died in 1909. Doctor Callender was a repuborder and was
lican, was a member of the Masonic
always interested in the welfare of schools and
He was a Methodist, was trustee of his
churches.
church many years and also superintendent of the

subst.intial

Sunday

R. Callender attended school in Wisconsin and had later the advantages of the dugout
He was also a student in the
schools at Anthony.
It was a mere accident
Wellington High 'School.

was born in Pittsburgh, PennsylHe came to Kansas City, Missouri, in 1856,
vania.
and was employed as a clerk in the establishment of
W. E. Proctor, who was the proprietor of a general
The store of Mr. Proctor and all other busistore.
ness houses in Kansas City, Missouri, were at that

BcFUS E.

C.iVBLE

he formed a connection which became permanent with the printing trade. Without any specific
intentions as to the future he worked for a time as
a printer's devil on the Belle Plaine News, and
there
having learned the trade put in three years
and since then has never been long separated from
At Anthony he
work.
printing and ne.wspaper
worked on the Anthony Republican, and in 1887
established with a partner named MarkwcU the
Anthony Free Press. This paper was published daily.
Anthony was then enjoying a boom, and the paper
was highly successful. After two years he sold^his
that

time on the levee along the south bajik of the MisThe residences were scattered about on
the hills back of the business houses. At that time

souri River.

J. Payne was mayor of Kansas City, Missouri.
Mr. Cable' in 1865 moved to Wyandotte, now Kansas
reside to the
City, Kansas, where he has continued to

M.

Wyandotte was then a small village
present time.
and Mr. Cable has lived to see it become the metropolis of Kansas, with a population of more than 100,000.
He has been a factor in this growth and has done his
full share of the work required to build up the city.
Mr. Cable has been active in politics, and was a
member of the board of education and the city
For many years he was justice of the peace
council.
and he served as mayor of Wyandotte. For several
years he was probate judge of Wyandotte County.
He was a good officer in every position he held.
Since he retired from the office of probate judge he
has not been engaged in any regular business, but
has been employed in looking after his property in
Kansas City, Kansas, and Wyandotte County.
He has always been outspoken on any question
affecting the destiny of Kansas City, Kansas, and
the puldic interests generally. He is one of the most
respected citizens of the city and enjoys the confi
dence of the community.

Edward R. Cali.xnder, proprietor of the Callender Printing Company of K.insas City, Kansas, has
lived in this state for over thirty-five years and for
a quarter of a century has been a resident of KanHe learned printing when a boy,
sas City, Kansas.
and his name is widely known through his connection with the printing trade and also at different
times as a publisher of newspapers.

school.

Edward

and having realized that Kansas City, Kanhad exceptional advantages of location he
moved to that city and in 1890 opened a printing
He began there with
shop on Minnesota Avenue.
modest equipment and on a small scale, but from
and enlarged his
year to year increased the business
service until the was competing on terms of equality

interest
sas,

•

Assowith the larger printing shops of the city.
ciated with the Greer boys he established the Kansas
He operated the daily for about a
City Tribune.
Charles E. Lobdell.
year and then sold to Judge
From the Tribune he once more devoted his attention to the printing business opening a new shop
on Sixth Street in the basement of the Husted BuildHis plant and facilities were enlarged from
ing.
time to time and he finally removed to liis present
location at 708-710 North Sixth Street.
In October, 1S91, Mr. Callender married Louise

Cable of Wyandotte County, daughter of Judge R.
They are the
E. Cable, elsewhere referred to.
who is assistant
parents of four children: Harold,
telcity editor of the Kansas City Times; Leonard,
ler in the People's National Bank of Kansas City,
Kansas Louise, now in high school and Edward, a
.

'

;

;

pupil in the

graded

schools.
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Mr. Callender in JIasoiiry has attaineii the thirtyseconj degree of Scottish Kite, belongs to the Mystic
Shrine at Leavenworth, to the Knights of Pythias,
the Ancient Order of United "Workmen, the Modern
Woodmen of America, and the Maccabees. He has
He
held all the chairs in the Knights of Pythias.
is Tvell known in business and social circles of the
city, is a member of the Mercantile Club, a former
director of the Eotary Club, and belongs to the
Union Club. The only public office he ever consented
to accept was clerk of Circuit Court, the result of
an appointment by Governor Hoch. He remained in
He is a republican and is an
the office one. year.
active member of the Christian Science Church.

Walter Gordon Cadmus is one of the prominent
business men of Parsons.
He has had a long and
active career in varied lines of enterprise, but now
for many years has been a factor in the Parsons
Cold Storage and Crystal lee Company, of which he
is secretary, treasurer and general manager.
His Cadmus ancestry had its original seat in Holland.
His great-grandfather emigrated from Holland and settled at Plainfield, New Jersey, soon
after the close of tKe Revolutionary war.
His
Grandfather Andrew L. Cadmus was born at Plainfield, New Jersey, in 1809, became a physician and
surgeon, practiced for many years in New York City,
and while still a resident there he died at Saratoga
Springs, New York, in 1881.
Daniel F. Cadmus, a son of this physician and
father of the Parsons business man, was born in
Hoboken, New Jersey, in 1834. He spent his early
life in Hoboken, New Y'ork City, Jersey City, and
that vicinity. In 18.54 he moved to Henry, Illinois,
located on a farm there, and was married. He subsequently moved to Boone County, Iowa, where he
conducted a sheep ranch.
His business interests
took him to the states of Illinois, Missouri, Alabama,
Virginia, and in 1869 he paid his tirst visit to Kansas.
He remained in the state from 187.3 until
1881, when he went to Alabama, and his death occurred in 1888 at Sunnyside, Arkansas.
He was
independent in politics and a member of the Presbyterian Church.
He married Phoebe A. Hoagland,

in 1830 in Plaintield, New Jersey.
at Selma, Alabama, in 1882.
Of her children Charles, the oldest, died at the age of twentysix in Pratt County, Kansas, where he was a rancher.
Mary J. married J. E. Mays and they live on their
ranch at Garden Plain, Kansas.
The third in age

who was born
She died

is Walter G.
Harriet C. is the wife of James H.
Weigley, a merchant at Richland Center, Wisconsin.
Walter Gordon Cadmus was born October 27,
1862, while his parents lived in Boone County, low.n.
He grew up and gained his early education in different localities.
From 1873 to 1877 his parents
lived at Sedgewick in Harvey County, Kansas, and
while there he attended the public schools.
He
received a high school education, finishing his schooling in lola and Oswego, Kansas.
On leaving school in 1881 he became clerk for the
Oswego Coal Company and was located at Weir for
two and a half years. The next five and a half
For
years he spent on a ranch in Pratt County.
one year the Corbin Banking Company of New
York employed him as a special inspector of the
company's loans in Arkansas and South Carolina.
Mr. Cadmus then resumed the coal business, and for
four and a half years was connected with the
Kansas & Texas Coal Company at Leavenworth.
His home and business headquarters have been in
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Parsons since August 1, 189.'5.
For a number of
years he was connected with the coal and grain firm
of Busby & Smith Company.
On January 1, 1904,
he engaged in the ice business as part owner of the
Parsons Cold Storage and Crystal Ice Company.
He is one of the principal stockholders in this corporation, and is its secretary, treasurer and manager.
The company was organized in 1892, and had a
capital of $50,000 until 190.5, when it was increased
to $75,000, with corresponding enlargement of the
capacity of the plant. From 1892 to 1903 the company supplied ice all over Southeastern Kansas and
Northeastern Oklahoma. Since 1903 the local busiThe
ness has taken practically the entire output.
company now manufactures 70 tons of ice a day,
and has storage capacity for 1,200 tons. The plant
is at North Boulevard and Lincoln Avenue and the
The oflioffices are at 200 North Central Avenue.
cers of the Parsons Cold Storage and Crystal Ice
Company are: C. A. Roter, president; J. F. Steele,
vice president; and Mr. Cadmus secretary, treasurer

and manager.

own home

at 321 South Twenty-fifth
owns a dwelling house at 1824
Cadmus is a progressive in poliWhile living in Pratt County he served a year
tics.
as township trustee of Richland Township and in
Parsons has been a member of the board of educaHe was on the board when the
tion for 3% years.
white arid colored children were separated in the

Besides his

Street Mr. Cadmus
Mr.
Felix Avenue.

He belongs to the Parsons Commerpublic schools.
cial Club, and fraternally is affiliated with Parsons
Lodge, No. 117, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
Parsons Lodge, No. 12, Ancient Order United Workmen, and Parsons Lodge, No. 62, Anti-Horse Thief
Association.

In 1885 at Independence, Missouri, he married
Miss Sarah E. Crawley, daughter of D. S. and Sarah
Crawley. Her father, now deceased, was a minister
Mr. and Mrs.
of the Latter Day Saints Church.
Cadmus have four children. Clara, a graduate of
the Parsons High School, is still at home with her
Daniel H., who graduated in mining and
parents.
engineering at the University of Kansas, is now
superintendent of mines for the Central Coal and
Coke Company at Huntington, Arkansas. Charles E.,
who resides at 2316 Belmont Avenue in Parsons is
assistant cashier at the local offices of the InternaWalter G., Jr., is a stutional Harvester Company.
dent in the University of Kansas, taking a course
in architectural engineering.

W. W. Kanet. In the career of W. W. Kaney,
of Chanute, there is found an excellent illustration
of the rewards that may be attained through industry
and perseverance, for his has been a life in which
achievements

have been

self

gained

and

in

which

With but an
outside assistance has played no part.
indifferent education he started out in the world to
make his own way when he was but a lad, and has
steadfastly worked his way to a position of prominence as one of the leading oil producers of this part
of Kansas.
Mr. Kaney was born June 4, 1867, near Cuba,
Cattaraugus County, New Y'ork, on an Indian reservation of 160 acres, and is a son of William and Mary
His grandfather was Seraphim
(Dunkin) Kaney.
Kaney, who was born in Germany and came to the
United States in young manhood, locating in Pennsylvania, where he passed the remainder of his life in
agricultural pursuits, and died on his farm 2l^
Wilmiles from Saltsburg, that state, in 1870.
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liam

Kaney was born

sj'lvania,

and

was

in

there

1836, at Tarentum, Pennreared and received a

public school education, and

when

still

a young

man

went to Cattaraugus County, New York, where he
was married, lie was one of the pioneers of the
oil industry in the United States, liaving drilled the
third well ever sunk for oil in this country, and
followed the drilling of wells in New York, Pennsylvania, Georgia and Alabama, Governor's Island, New

The
Y'ork, and iu Bohemia and Hungary, Europe.
entire active period of his career was devoted to the
same line of business, but he is now retired and lives
at Saltsburg, Pennsylvania, where lie has a comfortable home.

Mr. Kaney
During t)ie

is

a

member

of the Masonic

war he

enlisted in a
Pennsylvania volunteer infantry regiment, with which
he served for eleven months, taking part iu several
engagements and in the siege of Vicksburg. lie married Mary Dunkin, who was born near Cuba, Cattaraugus County, New York, in 1846, and died at
Titusville, Pennsylvania, in 1894, and they became
the parents of three children, namely: W. W., of this
review; Harry, who is a constructing engineer of
electrical and power plants for the Westinghousc
Electric Company, at Staten Island, New Y'ork: and
Susie, who is the wife of Bert 'VMiite, a traveling
salesman with lieadquarters on a farm in Michigan.
fraternity.

Civil

W. W. Kaney

received his education iu the public
schools of Titusville, Pennsylvania, which he left at
While this completed his
the age of thirteen years.
school training, through observation and reading he
has accumulated a vast store of worth- wliile knowlIn
edge, so that he is today a well-educated man.
his youth he was ambitious and industrious, anxious
to get out among the world 's workers, and when only

thirteen years of age left

has

made

his

own way.

home and

since tliat time

employment was
for long liours, he was

His

first

a barrel factory, wliere,
paid a wage of 70 cents a
in

He lield this
day.
the barrel factory was destroyed by
fire, when he entered upon a career in which he has
His first consince won prominence and success.
nection with the oil business was a pumper of wells,
for which hard labor he received $15 jier month,
but as he was only fifteen years old at the
From that
time, he considered his earnings good.
position he rapidly rose to others, and remained in
the Pennsylvania fields until 1892, when he went to
Europe, and for twenty-two months was in Bohemia
and Hungary, where he worked by tlie month. Eeturning to America in the fall of 1893, he drilled in
Indiana and Ohio, and in January, 1896, took up
his residence in Kansas, where his fortune awaited
His first location here was with the Kansas
him.
Dirision of the Forest Oil Company, at Neodesha, and
he continued with this concern until he began conposition until

tracting on his own account in 1898, in which year
he came to Chanutc. Mr. Kaney continued contract
drilling until 1912, and since that time has been a
He has twenty-seven oil wells producing
producer.
.ind eleven gas wells between the Kansas, Missouri &
Texas Kailroad and the Neosho River, east of Chanute.
This lease of over 1,200 acres, all proven, is the
nearest field to Clianute of any of the gas and oil
He has also leases west of
producing pro[iertics.
Chanutc and to the north, in Allen County, and is
known as one of the most thoroughly informed oil

men

in this part of the country.

Mr. Kaney has always been held

a business man
in high esteem by

As

by reason of the straightforward manner in which he has conducted his affairs.
Mr. Kaney 'a present residence at No. 602 West

his associates,

Main

Street, is

a modern home, and

is

made

inter-

esting and attractive by a line yard, exceptionally
well kept, in which he has a long series of cement
tanks, in which he grows lilies aud breeds goldfish.
Here he has sixteen varieties of pond lilies, both
the tender and hardy, the night and day bloomers,
a rare and interesting collection that has been viewed
with much interest by botanists from all over the
He also breeds a new species of goldfish,
country.
a cross between the Kibbontail and the Japanese
Here he raises also the Egyptian lotus
Fringe-tail.
and the water hyacinth, the latter known as "the
million dollar weed" because the United States Government spent in the neighborhood of $1,000,000 in
trying to rid the St. John's River of this flower.

Mr. Kane}' has from 100 to 200 pond lily blossoms
per day from May until the frost kills them.
Mr. Kaney is independent in politics and has never
cared for public life. He is a life member of Chanute
Lodge No. 806, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks.
Mr. Kaney always gives his support to measures calculated to aid the community, and is a friend
of education and religious movements.
In 1887, at Perry, New Y'ork, Mr. Kaney was married to Miss Jennie L. Haclr; daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Adam Hack, the former of whom is a retired
tinsmith of Perry, New Y'ork, while the latter is
deceased.
To Mr. and Mrs. Kaney there has been
born one daughter: Laura May, a graduate of the
Chanute High School and an expert bookkeeper, who
resides with her parents.

Pratt Barxdoll.m?, a cattle dealer at Coflfeyville,
has some very interesting connections with the country
and the people of Southern Kansas and of Old Indian
Territory.

His father was the late J. J. BarndoUar, who built
up by energetic business methods a large estate consisting of mercantile, manufacturing, mining, banking and other business properties, and was one of the
leading men of his time in Southern Kansas and
Northern Oklahoma. J. J. Rarndollar was born at
Everett, Bedford County, Pennsylvania, in 1842,
and came west when a young man. He arrived at
Humboldt, Kansas, in 1869, aud in 1871 went into
Osage country of Indian Territory around Pawhuska. He afterwards lived at Parker, Kansas, and
at Coffeyville from the establishment of that town.
He was a merchant and Indian trader, and for a
number of years was connected with some of the
principal trading stores in the northern part of old
Indian Territory. He was a member of the firm of
BarndoUar, Bartles & Gibson at Pawhuska; of Barndollar, Bartles & Neilson at Claremore; and of J. J,

BarndoUar & Company at Nowata, Oklahoma, He
was also president of the Coffeyville Furniture Company, president of the A. P. Boswell Hardware
Company, and director in the Condon National Bank.

He

died October 23, 1904, in New Mexico, while
traveling for his health in that state and in Texas.
The late J. J. BarndoUar was a republican in

politics,

and was

afllliated

102, Ancient Free

with Keystone Lodge No.

and Accepted Masons

at Coffey-

with

Topeka Consistory of the thirty-second
degree Scottish Rite and with Abdallah Temple of
ville,

the

Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at Leavenworth.
a soldier throughout the Civil war, serving
a lieutenant in a company of Pennsylvania

He was
as

Infantry.
.T. .T. BarndoUar married Nonie Pratt, who is now
living at Coffeyville and is executrix of the Large
estate left by her late husband.
She was born in

'

-r

"jl\K

PUBLIC LIBRARY
ASTOR,

LENOX

IILDEN >Ci--KDATION3
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Leavenworth, Kansas, and is a quarter-blood Delaware Indian.
She has a close relationship with
some of the most prominent members of that tribe.
Her grandfather Maj. J. G. Pratt was Indian agent
at Piper, Wyandotte County, Kansas, for the Delaware Indians and of the Wyandotte tribes. She is
also, a granddaughter of Eev. Charles Journeycake,
She received
the famous chief of the Delawares.
her education in Leavenworth and Shepardson ColMrs. J. J. Barndollar's
lege of Granville, Ohio.
mother is now Mrs. N. M. Bartles of Dewey, Oklahoma. BartlesviUe, Oklahoma, was named for Mr.
Bartles, and all these families, the Journeycakes,
Bartles and Pratts were very prominent in both
early and late history of Kansas and Northern Oklahoma. Mrs. BarndoUar is now Mrs. A. H. Gibson,
and lives at the old homestead at Cofl'eyville, and
has a large estate to look after, including city propShe is a daughter of
erty, oil lands, and farms.
the

American Revolution.

Pratt BarndoUar, only son and child of the late
J. J. BarndoUar, was born at Coffeyville April 23,
.1891, and resides at 301 West Eighth Street, just
east of the old homestead where he was born and

He

education in the Coffeyville public schools, attending the high school, the
Culver Military Academy in Indiana and the William Jewell College at Liberty, Missouri, leaving
school in 1909 to take up an active business life.
Since then he has handled cattle and also oil interests,

received

and

his

early

has' assisted his
estate.

of the

mother

in the

management

is an independent republican, is a member of
Baptist Church, and stands high in Masonry,
being afiiliated with Keystone Lodge No. 102,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons at CoffeyvUle,
Coffeyville Chapter No. 89, Royal Arch Masons,
Lochinvar Commandery No. 152, Knights Tempiar,
Fort Scott Consistory of the Scottish Rite No. 4
at Fort Scott, and Mirzah Temple of the Mystic
Shrine at Pittsburg, Kansas. He is also a member
of the Coffeyville Commercial Club, and has a life
membership in tlie Kansas Society of the Sons of
the American Revolution and is the lineal descendant of six revolutionary ancestors.

He

the

Samttel Bowman, now of Coffeyville, where he is
engaged in the real estate, insurance and loan business with his sons, is a Kansas resident of nearly
thirty-five years and was long prominent in Labette
County, where he served two terms as probate
judge.

ancestors were German people who
Pennsylvania in Colonial times. His grandfather, Benjamin Bowman, a native of Pennsylvania,
was a farmer and cabinet maker, also a minister
of the Dunkard Church, and spent many years In
the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, where he died

His

came

died on the old farm near Harrisonburg in 1872.
A brief record of the children is as follows: Daniel,
who was a Virginia farmer and died in that state;
Catherine, who died in the Shenandoah Valley as the
wife of Joseph Miller, also deceased. Elizabeth,
who died in Virginia in 1915, and her husband Daniel
Thomas, who was a farmer, is also deceased; John
W. and Benjamin were both Virginia farmers and
died there: Isaac is living on a farm near Harrisonburg; Joseph, died in Virginia; Susanna resides in
Eastern Virginia, the widow of Abram Hinegardner,
who was a farmer; and the ninth and youngest of
the family is Judge Samuel Bowman.
As a boy he attended the public schools near
Harrisonburg, and also lived for a time at Hagerstown, Maryland, where he worked on a farm and
attended school in winter. In 1864 he moved to
the vicinity of Dayton, Ohio, and spent four years
on a farni there.' While there he married, and
afterwards took his wife to Illinois and settled on
a tract of raw prairie in 1869 and developed that as
a good farm before leaving it. After twelve years
as an Illinois farmer. Judge Bowman came to
Kansas in 1882, spent the first year in farming in

Crawford

reared.

Bowman

to

some years before Judge Bowman was born.
It was in the valley of the Shenandoah, a mile
from Harrisonburg, Virginia, that Samuel Bowman
was born May IS, 1846. His father, John Bowman,
was born in the same locality in 1790, and spent his
life in that famous valley, engaged in farming and

He died at Harrisonburg in 1873.
stock raising.
Though a resident of Virginia he was not in sympathy with the South on the issue of slavery, was
a stanch Union man, and a whig and republican in
He was an active member of the Dunkard
politics.
Church. John Bowman married Rebecca Wine, who
was born in the Shenandoah Valley in 1802, and
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County.

County,

and then

moved

to

Labette

a farm in Labette County and
until 1904, but has since sold it. In 1904
the citizens of Labette County elected him probate

Judge

occupied

Bowman had
it

judge and during the next four years he gave a
careful and conscientious administration of the many
In
delicate responsibilities imposed by this office.
the spring of 1909 after leaving office, he went
East and for nearly a year visited the scenes of
his eaVly youth and relatives in Virginia and else'

where.
Since 1910 Judge Bowman has lived in Coffeyville
and has been associated with his sons, W. G. and
A. C. Bowman in the real estate and insurance
Their offices are located in the Traction.
business.
Building on Eighth Street. Besides city property
they handle farm lands over a large district from
They
Coffeyville to Colorado and into Oklahoma.
represent a number of insurance companies, and
also handle an extensive volume of loans.
Judge Bowman during his residence in Labette
County served twenty years as a member of the
school board, and also filled the various township
offices there, including justice of the peace. He is a
republican, is affiliated with Lodge No. 279, Ancient
Order LTnited Workmen at Coffeyville and is an
active member of the Commercial Club.
In 186S near Dayton, Ohio, he married Miss E. J.
Roadarmer, daughter of William and Barbara Roadarmer, both of whom are now deceased. Her father
was a farmer. The oldest child of Mr. and Mrs.
Bowman is Lula, who resides at Coffeyville, the
widow of S. C. Neale, who was connected with the
Kansas Land Company of Coffeyville. Ray, the
oldest son died at the age of twenty-three years in
Labette County, after he had begun a very promising
career.
The two younger sons W. G. and A. C.
are both associated in business with their father
as already stated.

DAvrD

S.

GlLMORE has been connected with the pub-

lishing and editing of newspapers in Southern Kansas
for a quarter of a century or more. For upwards of
twenty years he has been proprietor and editor of the
Northern Lyon County Journal at Allen, and is one
of the leading citizens of that town.

He

is

a son of one of the very prominent pioneers
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and early builders of Emporia, the late D. S. Gilniore.
D. S. Cilmore was liorn in County Dundee, Scotland,
in 1S41, a son of William (iilnioiv, who was a cabinet
maker anil who broujtht his family to America, living
for a time in Kochester, New York, and in 1858 setiunong the pioneers of Southern Kansas, t). S.
Gtlmore was also oonnerted with the jirintiuK trade,
and as a pressman helped move the first |)Ower printing
press up the river to Leavenworth and thence to
Topeka, this being the first ]iress of the kind brought
There were no railroads in the state at
into Kansas.
For some time D. S. Gilmore wan joint
the time.
owner with Mr. Statler of the Emporia News. At
tlinj;

first call for troops he enlisted in a Kansas regiment of infantry and was a Union soldier until the
close of the war, and his widow now receives a pension
for his services.
Following the war he was in the
newspaper business at Empori;i and later for twenty
years was in the furniture and undertaking business.
He was also associated with \V. T. Soden in the manu-

the

facture of furniture, their factory being located on
the river at Em])oria.
I). S. Gilmore also took a ]iromincnt part in pviMic
He served as county clerk of Lyon County
affairs.
and as commissioner, also filled the office of mayor of
Emporia, and was one of the leading re])ublicans in
He was a member of the
this section of the state.
Christian Church and of the Masonic order and the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He married

Margaret I.. Brown, who was born in Indiana in l.S4fi
and still lives in Emiioria. Their children were: .lean,
wife of William White, a hardware salesman living at
Seattle, Wasliington: Stella, wife of W. H. Brooks,

who

for

the past

thirty

years has lieen

a

grocery

merchant at Emporia; Anna, wife of R. H.. Lewis,
a merchant at Kansas City, Kansas: Helen, wife of
Eugene W. McCain, an attorney at Pawliuska, Oklahoma; David S. .John, a salesman for W. H. Brooks
Grocery Company at Emporia: and Margaret, wife
of E. C. Kyan, secretary and treasurer of the Mutual
Building and Loan Association of Emporia.
David S. Gilmore was born at Emporia, August Ifi,
1868, and gained his early education in the [lublic
schools, being graduated from the Emporia High
He took up the printing trade, and
School in 1888.
for a time was on the Emporia IJepublican for C. V.
Eskridge, and was then with the Emporia Gazette,
when it was owned by J. K. Graham, and afterwards
when W. Y. Morgan, now lieutenant governor of
Kansas, was its proprietor.
In 1896 Mr. Gilmore entered jourualism as an
;

independent profession,

est.-iblishing

a

jiaper

called

Admire .Tournal at Admire, but two years hiter
he removed the plant to Allen anil changed the name
This is one
to the Northern Lyon County ,lournal.
of the inlluential newspajiers of Lyon County and
the

has a circulation over a tier of six townships in the
northern jiart of the county and also goes into many
homes and other adjacent counties. The offices of
It is a weekly
the plant are on West Fifth Street.

paper and is independent in jiolitics.
Mr. Gilmore himself is a member of the socialist
He attends the Methodist Church and belongs
party.
In 1892,
to tiie International Typographical Cnion.
at
Emporia, he married Miss Minnie L. Thomas,
daughter of Samuel and Margaret Thomas, both of
whom are now ileceased and who were of Welsh
Her father was a stone ma.son by trade.
descent.
Mr. and Mrs. Gilmore have six chililri-n: Phyllis, wife
of C. M. Certain, who is connected with the street

company at Emporia; 1). Sam, .Jr., a printer
for the .Sanders-Cook Printing Coni|iany at Pittsburg,
Kansas; Dorothy, a freshman in the State Normal
railway

School at Emporia; Helen, a freshman in the Allen
High School; and Clarissa and William.

William

Henry

Craddock.

As

the

greatest

calamity ever suffered by Kansas City, Kansas, was
probably the flood of 1903, that year will always be
memorable in the city's history. Another event associated with that year was the death of William
Henry Craddock, who had just completed a service
Mr. Craddock
of two years in the office of mayor.
was stricken on March 2, 190.!, and his death occurred on the 4th of the same month at the Savoy
He was mourned
Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri.
by the entire city, and never any similar occasion in
the city has brought out such a tremendous concourse of citizens of all classes to |iay respect to
one who was taken away from the midst of a valuHe was a
able service and position of influence.
man of rare ability, was a splendid type of business
man, and had a bigness of heart and soul commensurate with his material activities.
His birth occurred on a farm near Louisville, KenHis ])arents were Wib
tucky, December 25, 1851.
liam W. and Edna (Smith) McGaryhill Craddock.

Edna Smith McGaryhill was

the

granddaughter of

one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence and a leading figure in the revolutionary
period of American history. Mr. Craddock 's father
and grandfather bore the name William W., both
were successful lawyers, and they also rendered disMayor Craddock 's
tinguished service ou the bench.
father was for some years a law jiartner with the
famous Joe Cannon of Illinois.
When William H. Craddock was ten years of age
his

])arents

Mattoon,

removed

Illinois.

to

the

Craddock settlement at

They made the journey on a

river

the steamship Starlight, which sank in the
middle of the Mississippi Kiver, and tlie family had
a very narrow escajie from death.
Mr. Craddock w.as educated in the public schools
of Mattoon and also attended a college in Illinois.
In 1870, when nineteen years of age, he accompanied
He soon
his four brothers out to Wichita, Kansas.
secured a clerkship in the courthouse of Sedgwick
County, and was the youngest employe of the county
Mayor Craddock 's father had seen
government.
active service in the Mexican war as adjutant
boat,

general.

William Henry Craddock came to Kansas City, Kan-

sas,

in

1880, six years before the city of that

name

was incorporated. At 200 North .lames Street he established the Craddock Mercantile Company, and thus
founded a business which until 190:i was one of the
largest of its kind in either of the two adjoining cities.

He

subsequently lirought his brothers into the business aiul he himself removed to Aurora, Illinois, where
There he
lu' bought a large ranch of 2.700 acres.
found ]irofit and jdeasure in the management of his
farm and in the raising of fine livestock.
Returning to Kansas City, Kansas, in 1896, Mr.
Craddock became president of the Western Realty
Company, an office he retained until his death. In
all his work he was characterized by large ideas, a
his jdans. and he
practical efficiency in carrying out
brought about some of the largest real estate deals
At one time he owned
in both the Kansas cities.
all the property from Twelfth to Eighteenth streets

on the right side of Grand Avenue in Kansas City,
Missouri, but this was lost through litigation.
On December 20, 1881, he married Mary Elizabeth Cuthbert.
They were married in Wisconsin,
but Mrs. Craddock was born in Ohio and her parents
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were farmers in that state and later in Illinois. Mr.
and Mrs. Craddock had three children: Harry Hubert, William Henry, Jr., and Laura Cuthbert.
When
Politically Mr. Ciaddock was a democrat.
he was Elected mayor of Kansas City, Kansas, in
1901, he was given the compliment of the largest
The
majority ever given a candidate for that office.
choice was well justified, for he distinguished himself by the rare executive ability in which he handled
the administration of the municipality, during the
next two years. In 1902 Mr. Craddock was an unsuccessful candidate on the democratic ticket for the
His name was again
office of governor of Kansas.
discussed at a later time for the same office, but he
refused to allow it to be considered. He had attained
Supreme Honorary Thirty-third degree in Scottish
Kite Masonry and was a member of many orders and
He was also a member and officer in
organizations.
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, and one of the liberal

contributors to its support.

John Mahl.\n Mooke
identified with

financial

has long been prominently
in Kansas, was one

afl'airs

of the leading bankers of Wichita and assisted in the
organization of many banks in that section of the
state and remained a resident of Wichita until a
few years ago when he was translated to a higher
sphere of banking in the metropolis of the Missouri
Mr. Moore is now vice
Valley at Kansas City.
president of the Southwest National Bank of Commerce of Kansas City, Missouri.
His successful career in banking affairs in the
Middle West is not due to a wealthy or influential
Like many of the eminent
environment as a boy.
business men of America he was born on a farm.
His birth occurred in Shelby County, Kentucky, OctoHe was the second in a family of
ber 31, 1859.

His parents were Thomas H. and
Elizabeth (Weekley) Moore, both of whom
were natives of Kentucky, their ancestors having
come into that state from Virginia. John M. Moore
had a country training and only the advantages of
the common schools and for two years an academic
course.
At the age of seventeen he left the farm
He remained with one
to become clerk in a store.
firm at Shelbyville for ten years, part of the time
There he laid the foundation of his
as bookkeeper.
business experience.
Finally a farm loan company felt such confidence
eight

children.

Mary

in his ability as to

emidoy him

As

to go to

Kansas and

representative he located
in Wichita and for five years had the sujiervision of
his company 's loans on farm property.
He was at
Wichita during a period of years marked by many
rapid and dramatic if not tragic reversals of jirosperity, and he knew that section of Kansas at its low

represent them.

their

and its high tide.
In 1893 he was elected cashier of the Fourth National Bank of Wichita. When he took that position
the Fourth National had deposits of about $28,000.
It was a successful bank in a way, and rellected at
the time the low average of material pros])erity in
that part of Kansas. Mr. Moore remained its cashieruntil 1908.
He had the pleasure of witnessing the
remarkable growth and expansion of the surrounding
country, the development of Wichita as a great industrial center, and he assisted in the corresjionding
growth and development of the Fourth National
tide

Bank.

When

he left the institution its deposits aggreIt is now one of the most substan-

gated $3,000,000.

Kansas.
In 1908 Mr. Moore was elected cashier and vice

tial financial institutions in
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president of the Southwest National Bank of Kansas
He was one of the Charter members
City, Missouri.
and organizers of this bank. In 1912 its resources
were merged with those of the Southwest National
Bank of Commerce, and since then Mr. Moore has
been first vice president of the larger institution.
Among the other banks in which Mr. Moore lias
had a part in organization or management are the
following: Benton State Bank, State Bank of Goddard. Valley Center State Bank, Garden Plains State
Bank, Pechi State Bank, Furley State Bank, Murdoek State Bank, Bank of Peck, Florence State Bank,
and he still retains interests in some of these institutions.
Mr. Moore also owns a Texas ranch of several
thousands of acres.
He has long been identified with Masonry, is a life
member of the Scottish Rite Consistory and the
Mystic Shrine and a life member of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks. He has held the office
of treasurer in the various Masonic bodies and was
one of the organizers and was treasurer and director
of the Wichita Perpetual Building and Loan AssociaWhile living in Wichita he belonged to the
tion.
First Baptist Church, was one of its active members,

and gave his liberal support and encouragement to
every social, religious and public movement in that
Politically he is a democrat, but has never
city.
held any office.
Mr. Moore was married July 3, 1893, to Mrs. Eva

Her first husband was J. L.
(Clienault) Stinson.
By
Stinson, a prominent business man at Wichita.
that marriage Mrs. Moore has two children, Harry
and Douglas.

RuFUS

There are many points of historipertinent to the personal career and
ancestral record of this venerable pioneer citizen
who is now living practically retired in his pleasant
home at Indejiendence, Montgomery County. On
both the paternal and maternal sides he is a scion
of fine old American colonial stock and individually
he has precedence as being one of the pioneer members of the Kansas bar, as well as a broad-minded
and public-spirited citizen who has played well his
part in connection with the civic and material development and progress of the Sunflower State,
within whose borders he has maintained his home
for virtually half a century.
Rufus Joel Hill was born in St. Lawrence County,
New York, on the 16th of February, 183S, and is a
son of William and Anna (Meader) Hill, the former
of whom was born inVermont, in the year 17S4, and
the latter of whom was born in Rhode Island, in
1792, both having been representatives of families
that were founded in New England in the early
colonial period of our national history. William Hill
was reared and educated in the old Green Mountain
State and dilring the course of a long and active
career he was known not only as a business man of
marked ability but also as a loyal and liberal citizen
of exceptional intellectuality. As a young man he
went to the Province of Quebec, Canada, and about
the yesr 1832 he established his residence in St.
Lawrence County, New York, where he became a
citizen of prominence and influence and where he
passed the residue of his long and useful life, his
death having there occurred in 1878.
William Hill took a deep interest in public affairs
and was aligned with the old whig party until the
campaign of 1S4S, when he espous.ed the cause of
the free soil party, which nominated Martin Van
Buren for the presidenc.v of the United States. In
cal

J.

interest

Hill.
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tho next national campaign, that of 1852, the free
the free
soil party virtually changed its title to
the latter
demooracV, and as" a representative of
Mr. Hill' was a delegate to the oonveution that

New Hampshire, for
He united with the republican
presidency.
and was a
party at the "time of its organization
that of
delegate to its first national convention,

nominated John P. Hale, of
tho

when Gen. John C. Fremont was made its
standard-bearer as nominee for tho presidency. He
attended also, though not as a delegate, the republican national convention of 1860, in Chicago, where
Abraham Lincoln was made the presidential nomhis
inee. It is worthy of note in this connection that
of this review,
son, Bufus J., immediate subject
Wilaccompanied him to this historic convention.
liam Hill had the further distinction of having
served as a soldier in the war of 1812. As a young
man he enlisted as a member of a Vermont volunteer
in the
regiment, and with the same he participated
Battle of Plattsburg, one of the memorable engagements incidental to the second conflict with England.
The wafe of William Hill long survived and continued to maintain her home in St. Lawrence County,
New York, until she too was summoned to the life
of 100
eternal, in 1892, at the remarkable age
each lived to
years. Of the children of this union
be over twenty-one years of ago. The names of tho
children are here indicated in the respective order
of birth:
Betsey, Elmina, William O., Chester,
Sarah, Sophronia and Jane are all deceased; Lafayette is a retired farmer and resides at Pine River,
Minnesota: Rufus J., of this review, was the next in
order of birth, and his twin sister, Rua R., is the
wife of Angus McMillan, who is still actively engaged in the harness and saddlery business in St.
Lawrence Countv, New York; Patience is deceased;
Anna is the wife" of George W. Burt, of St. Lawrence
County, her husband being a merchant; Andrew is a
1856,

.

or less attention to the incidental activities of his
from active
profession he has been virtually retired
He has long been known aa a
]>ractice since 1911.
well fortistrong trial lawyer and as one specially
fied as a counselor, his being a broad and' accurate
knowledge of jurisprudence, as he continued a close
student of the law during the many years of his
active practice. In 1874 Mr. Hill was retained to
look after the legal interests of the Osage ludianB
of this section, and in this capacity he continued
his effective services for the government until the
In 186N
election of President Cleveland in 1884.
he liad been present at the time when the Dunn
Creek treaty was effected between the government
and the Osage Indians, and this led to his being
later engaged in looking after the tribal affairs of
the Osage Indians, with a number of the leaders
of wliich tribe he had become acquainted at the
He continued to be associated
treatv mentioned.
with the legal affairs of the Indians until 1911, with
secure place in the confidence and respect of the
tribe, and since that time he has been practically
He is well
retired from active professional work.
known throughout this section of Kansas and is
familiarly designated as Judge Hill.
Mr. Hill has been a resourceful force in connection with political affairs in Kansas, is a stalwart
advocate of the principles for which the republican
party ever has stood sponsor in a basic way and
his first presidential vote was cast for Abraham
Lincoln. He formcrlv maintained active affiliation

with Fortitude Lodge, No. 107, Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons, at Independence, and also with
the local lodge of the Independent Order of Odd
He is still in active affiliation with the
Fellows.
organizations of the Modern Woodmen of
America and the Woodmen of the World, both he
and his wife being zealous members of the Presbyterian Church and being numbered among the best
known and most honored pioneer citizens of the
vigorous and prosperous little city that has represented their home for more than forty years and in
which their circle of friends is coincident with that
local

and

representative farmer in St. Lawrence County;
Mary is deceased.
Rufus J. Hill acquired his early education in the
schools of his native county and in 1856, when
eighteen years of age, he went to Minnesota, where
he gained a due quota of pioneer experience as a
farm employe, in the meanwhile continuing to attend
school during the winters. In consonance with his
ambitious purpose he finally entered the law department of the celebrated University of Michigan,
at Ann Arbor, in which he was graduated as a member of the class of 1865 and from which he received
For eighteen
the degree of Bachelor of Laws.
montlis thereafter he was engaged in the practice
of his profession at Ripon, Wisconsin, and he then,
in 1867, came to Kansas and numbered himself among
the pioneers of Linn County. In the following year
he removed to Fort Scott and becamt> one of the
early members of the bar of Bo\irbon County,
where he w'as associated with W. C. Webb and Gen.
Charles W. Blair in the general practice of law until
1871. In the winter of the year last mentioned Mr.
Hill initiated the erection of tho house tjiat was
to constitute his place of residence in Independence,
and in the spring of 1872 he here took up his abode.
He thus became one of the pioneers of Independence
and one of the prominent and influential representaHe
tives of his profession in Montgomery County.
built up and long controlled a, substantial and important general law practice and he is now one of
the most vcnerdble members of the bar of this section of the state. Though he continues to give more

of their acquaintances.

At Ripon, Wisconsin, on the 27th of June, 1867,
was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Hill to Miss

Annie Hargrave, daughter of William and Emma
(Redfern) Hargrave, who were sterling pioneers of
that state. Mr. Hargrave was born in Scotland and
was a lad of fourteen years at the time of the
family removal to the Province of Quebec, Canada,
where he was reared to maturity and where his

He .was identified with
mercantile business in the City of Quebec for a number of years and finally removed with his family
to the City of Toronto, where his daughter, Annie,
wife of the subject of this review, was born. In
reference to the ancestry of Mr. Hill it may further
be stated that his paternal grandfather, a native
of the southern part of England, was sent to the
West Indies in the employ of the British government, and at the time of the American Revolution
he had started for his old home in England, but the
vessel on wliich he had embarked was captured by
the Americans and he was taken to Providence,
Rhode Island. He remained loyal to his king but
after the close of the Revolution he established his
liomo in Vermont, his death having occurred at
Rutland, that state. He was a man of superior education and became a successful teacher in the schools
of the old Green Mountain commonwealth.

marriage was solemnized.

.
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In eonelusioii is given a brief record
concerning
the children of Mr. and Mra. Hill:
Annie is the
widow of "William Whiteman, who was employed as a
telegraph operator in the service of the Atchison,
Topeka & 8anta Fe Railroad, and she now remains
with her venerable parents in their pleasant home in
Independence; William died at the age of ten
months; Emma is the wife of Harry Brown and
their attractive home at Independence was
presented
to them by Mr. Hill; and Ellen died at the
age of

seven years.

John C. Kjrbt, M. D. For the past fifteen
years
the name of Dr. John C. Kirby has been
increasingly
identified with the best tenets of medical and
surgical
science
the city and vicinity of Cedar Vale.
By
many of the longest established and most conservative

m

tamihes his skill, resource and
obliging temperament
have come to be regarded as
indispensable, and there
exist many who are indebted to him for their
restoration to health,
happiness and usefulness. Doctor
Kirby has the zeal which recognizes no limitations
in his profession, and the
great unrest which projects
him into ever-widening channels of research. His
most
prized attributes in part are inherited from colonial
sires, who braved the perils of early Carolina and
whose successors, when duty called, followed tlie

martial fortunes of
Washington in the winuinc
° of
American independence.
John C. Kirby was born in Benton
County, Missouri, January 7, 1864, and is a son of Robert and
Nancy J. (Davis) Kirby. The earUest American ancestor of the family came to North Carolina
from
England, prior to the War of the Revolution, in which
the great-grandfather of Doctor
Kirby fought as a
soldier of the Continental line.
Robert Kirby, the
grandfather of the Doctor, was born in Nortli Caro-

an American soldier during the War
lina, fought
of 1812, became a pioneer into
Tennessee, and in 1843
moved to Benton County, Missouri, where he
passed
the remainder of his life as an
agriculturist and died
before the birth of his grandson.
Robert Kirby was born in 1832, in
Tennessee, and
was eleven years of age when taken
by his parents to
Benton County, Missouri. There he was married and
engaged in farming, and had .iust gotten himself nicely
started upon an agricultural career when the Civil
war came on to interrupt his forward march to
prosperity and to end his life.
As a son and grandson of
soldiers he enlisted in the Home
Guards, in Missouri,
and in 1865, while endeavoring to assist his comrades
in the capture of a band of
roving guerrillas, was
treacherously shot and killed by these free-Iiooters,
who were wearing Federal uniforms. Mr.
Kirby was
a stanch republican and a faithful member of the
Christian Church.
He married Nancy J. Davis, who
was born in 1833, in Kentucky, and died in
1907, at
Sedan, Kansas, and they became the parents of five
children: Jacob, who was an
employe of the Missouri
Pacific Railroad and died in
1899, at Arkansas City,
Kansas; Emory D., who was a college professor at
Battle Creek, Michigan, for a
quarter of a century
and died in 1915, in New Mexico, whence he had
gone
as

to restore his health; James
J., who is manager of
the Fitch Manufacturing
Company, at Boone, Iowa;
Lucinda, of Berrien Springs,
widow of

Michigan,
William Curtis, who was an Adventist minister; and
Dr. John C, of this review. The mother of these
children was again married, being united with O. H.
Sheppard, a farmer of Sedan, Kansas, who died at
that place in June, 1912. They became the
parents
of four children, as follows:
O. H., who is engaged
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farming in the vicinity of Geary, Oklahoma; Corwho is the wife of R. Heinebaugh, a retired
merchant of Sedan Alice, wlio is the wife of Herbert
Comer, in the United States mail service at Sheridan,
Wyoming; and Annette, who is also married and a
111

nclui,

;

resident of

John

Wyoming.

C.

Kirby received his early education in the
country schools of Butler County, Kansas, to which
locality he had been brought as a child of eight years
by his mother and step-father. Subsequently he went
to the Kansas State Normal School, at
Emporia, where
he took the academic course, and following this
spent
a part of one year at the Kansas University. He
then commenced his medical studies at Iowa State
University Medical College, from which he was graduated with the class of 1892, and receiving the degree
of Doctor of Medicine, and since that time has taken
two post-graduate courses in the Cliicago Post-Graduate Medical College, one in 1901 and one in 1907.
Doctor Kirby commenced the practice of his profession at Barnston, Nebraska, where he remained two
years, and where he passed through a part of his
career that is always the most difGcult for the young
He next changed his field of activity to
physician.
the community of Verona, Illinois, and remained there
for eight years, and in 1901 came to Cedar Vale,
where he has since remained. He has been engaged
in a general medical and surgical practice at Cedar
Vale, and the community has generously and readily
responded to his bid for co-operation with commendable promptness and mutual benefit.
His oflSces are
located in the Dosbaugh National Bank Building, and
his home, which he owns, is on Maple Street.
Doctor
Kirby belongs to tlie American Medical Association,
the Kansas Medical Society and the Chautauqua
County Medical Society, and his high standing among
his fellow practitioners is evidenced by the fact that
he

is

president of the last

named

association.

He

has been successful financially, as well as professionally, and is the owner of valuable farming interests
and oil lands. Formerly he was vice president of the
Alene Oil Company, of Oklahoma. A prominent and
popular fraternalist, he belongs to Barnston Lodge
No. 165, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, of Barnston, Nebraska; Cedar Lodge, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, of Cedar Vale; Cedar Vale Lodge,
Ancient Order of United Workmen; and Cedar Vale
Camp, Modern Woodmen of America.
Ill 1898, at Verona, Illinois, Doctor Kirby was married to Miss Lois Dondanville, who died at Cedar
Vale in 1907. They had three children: Louise, born
November 24, 1899, now a junior at the Cedar Vale
High School .Toane, born November 24, 1899, twin
of Louise, and a member of the same high school class;
and Evelyn, born in April, 1903, who is attending thegraded schools. In 1909, at Winfield, Kansas, Doctor
Kirby was married to Miss Bertha McNeely, a daughter of William and Sarah (Houston) McNeely, residents and retired farming people of Cedar Vale.
Dr. and Mrs. Kirby are the parents of one son, John
Paul, born April 19, 1910. Energy, adaptability,
gentleness and sympathy have blazed the way for a
gratifying realization of professional ambitions, and
by the same token it may be said of Doctor Kirby that
much is promised to a man who has, in addition, the
maturity, practical experience and broad outlook upon
;

life of fifty-three years.

H. Irel.\nd.
For many years Fort
been recognized as one of the leading
commercial centers of Kansas, being splendidly
fitted for such preeminence by its location in regard

Frederick

Scott

has
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This supremacy, which
facilities.
recognized even in the olil eastern cities, has been
brought about and maintained b_v tlie aggressive l)usiness men "who have chosen this city as the field of
their operations, many of which are far-reaching in
their results. Among the men belonging to this class
of citizens is Frederick H. Ireland, of the Ireland
& Rollins Planing Mills Company, whose career is
one typical of the city's progressive spirit and advanced commercialism.
Frederick H. Ireland was born in Clermont County,
Ohio, not far from the City of Cincinnati, September
21, 1861, a son of Robert and Sophia (Morgan)
His father was born in Dublin, Ireland,
Ireland.
where he learned the trade of coppersmith, and as a
young man emigrated to the United States, where,
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, he met and married
Sophia Morgan. He was of a roving disposition and
traveled all over the West on horseback, following
his trade and practicing medicine, and finally died
at Cincinnati, in 1864, of copper poisoning.
Sophia
Morgan was born in London, England, and was
brought to the United States as a girl, the family
coming to this country on a sailing vessel which took
two months in crosssing the Atlantic. Her father was
Thomas Morgan, a young man of family, who had
studied medicine in his youth, and wlio passed away
at Philadelphia.
After the death of her husband,
Mrs. Ireland moved with her children to a farm in
Clermont, Ohio, where the elder sons supported the
family by farming for several years, and then sold
out and went to Illinois, locating on a farm in Macon
County. There they remained eight years and then
again disposed of their land and went to DeKalb
County, Missouri, traveling overland in a covered
wagon and arriving at their destination in 1869.
Mrs. Ireland made her home with her son, William,
in that county from 1869 until 1891, in which year
she went to Allen County, Kansas, and there her
death occurred. Mrs. Ireland was a devout Baptist,
a good Christian woman, who bore her trials bravely
and patiently, and who reared her children to lives
of honesty and industry.
Of the seven children,
three are deceased, the survivors being: William, a
retired farmer of Bronson, Bourbon County, Kansas, who has been afflicted with total blindness for
a number of years; David, a resident of Sacramento,
California; Ellen A., who is the widow of William
Clark, of Buffalo, Kansas, who fought as a Union
soldier during the Civil war; and Frederick H.
Frederick H. Ireland was the youngest of his
parents' children, and was three years old when his
father died.
He secured as good an education as
the means of the family would permit, attending
the public schools of DeKalb County, Missouri, and
Stewartsville (Missouri) College, and at the age of
twenty-one years began to learn the trade of carIn 1882 he came to Kansas and in his first
penter.
season assisted his mother on the home farm in Allen
County, following which he was occupied at his trade
in that county until 1887.
He next went to Bronson, Bourbon County, and worked as a journeyman
carpenter, and in 1897 came to Fort Scott, where,
in April of that year, he formed a partnership with
Elisha J. Rollins. This formed the nucleus for the
great business now known as the Ireland & Rollins
Planing Mills Company, which has become the largest
The business
enterprise of its kind at Fort Scott.
began in a small way, but gradually <leveloped under
the careful handling and energetic labor of the
partners, and its plant now occupies a Hoor space of
20,000 square feet, and employs from twenty-five
to transportation
is

thirty mechanics in the manufacture of special
designs of store fixtures.
During the past ten years
the company has been under special contract to
manufacture fixtures for the S. H. Kress Company,
of Xew York City, but this is only one angle of the
business, for its products are sent throughout the
South to Florida and as far west as Arizona, with
an inmiense business in the Middle West. Mr. Ireland is well deserving of the title of self-made man.
He owes his success to his hard work, to the following out of a well-defined idea, to his business acumen
and judgment and to a strict integrity that has given
him high standing among leading business men all
over Kansas.
Independent in his i)olitieal views, he
has served Fort Scott as a member of the city
council.
He is connected with several fraternal organizations, and his religious relationship is with
the Christian Science Church.
Mr. Ireland was married May 20, 1887, at Bronson, Kansas, to Miss Emma E. Ellis, a native of
Anderson County, Kansas, and a daughter of Charles
Ellis, of Garnctt, Kansas.
They have one daughter, Paulina, who was born at Fort Scott, September
29, 1895, a post-graduate of the Fort Scott High
School, and now a student at Horner's Institute,
Kansas City, Missouri.
Elisha H. Rollins, partner of Mr. Ireland in the
proprietorship of the Ireland & Rollins Planing Mills
Company, and one of the progressive and energetic
business men of Fort Scott, was born March 15,
1859, on Prince Edward Island, a son of John and
Mary (Barker) Rollins, natives of that place, who
passed their entire lives there in agricultural pursuits.
The father died in 1909, at the age of seventy-five years, while the mother passed away many
years before, being forty-seven years old at the
time of her demise.
The fourth in a family of nine children, Elisha
H. Rollins received a public school education, and
in his youth learned the trade of carpenter, which
he followed at his native place until 1876. In that
year he came to Kansas City, Missouri, where he
followed his trade for three years, and then came
to Fort Scott and continued at his trade as a journeyman until he joined Mr. Ireland in the planing
to

Like his partner, Mr. Rollins is a mau
of foresight and good judgment, a thorough business man, and a citizen of high character and
He is a republican in polities, a Presbystanding.
terian in his religious faith, and a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Fraternal Union.
On August 30, 1886, at Fort Scott, Mr. Rollins
was married to Miss Jennie Margrave, daughter of
mill business.

Hon. William and Sarah (Hefton) Margrave. They
have one son: William M., born October 22, 1888,
a graduate of the Fort Scott High School and the

Kansas State Normal School, of

I'ittsburg, who has
years in the public schools of Fort
Scott and two years in the Wichita High School.
Hon. William Margrave, father of Mrs. Rollins,
was born in Barton County, Missouri, January 17,
1818, studied law, was admitted to the bar in MisIn
souri in 1851, and in 1854 came to Fort Scott.
November of that year he was appointed justice of the
peace by Governor Andrew Recder, and his subsequent
ser\ice in that office has never been equalled in continuity, for had he lived but a few months longer
he would have rounded out a half century in tliat
His death
position of honor and res|)on8ibility.
occurred September 29, 1904, when the people of city,
mourned.
county and state
Coming to the town of

taught

three
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Fort

Arthur Powell, a railroad telegraph operator living

its

in Illinois.

Scott, when it was still in its infancy, he watched
growth and development through the passing
years, and did much to assist in its transformation
He was
into one of the leading cities of the West.
the first justice of the peace in the State of Kansas,
and, unlike many who came after him, had a thorough
knowledge of civil and criminal law, so that he was
able to dispense justice in a fair manner, as evidenced
by the fact that his decisions were seldom reversed.
He was a remarkably line judge of character and
human nature, and while he was stern and courageous in his handling of law-breakers, was at heart
kindly disposed and a stanch and tried friend of the
unfortunate. In his death Fort Scott lost one of its
first and foremost citizens, a man
universally respected and beloved.

William Wesley Robb, who is superintendent of
the electric light plant at Chanute, began his career
as a locomotive fireman and has filled many positions
of responsibility, chiefly as a manager of machinery
and plants, and much of his service has been rendered
in the State of Kansas.
He is of Scotch ancestry. His great-grandfather
came from Scotland and was an early settler in Ohio.
His grandfather, James Warren Eobb, was horn in
the State of Illinois, in 1824, and died in Mercer
County in that state in 1902. By profession he was
an attorney, but many years ago he came out to
Kansas with his son and and took up a homestead
in Dickinson County, where he lived about eighteen
years. He then removed to Wisconsin and afterwards
to Illinois.
Rev. J.

W. Robb,

father of William Wesley, has

spent a large part of his life in Kansas, and was a
participant in the pioneer activities in the western
He was born in 18.51 in Mercer
part of the state.
County, Illinois, grew up there, and when a young
man went to Minnesota. He became a minister of
the Presbyterian Church, and was married in Minnesota where he preached the gospel for several years.
He was also pastor of a church in Illinois. It was
in 1873 that he brought his family to Kansas and
located in Dickinson County. He conducted a Presbyterian mission there, and he preached at many points
in the western part of the state.
He was a real
pioneer and ministered not only to the spiritual but
to the material needs of his early neighbors.
He
helped them build their sod house homes, took off
his coat and worked alongside the harvest hands in
the wheatfield, and every Sunday would ju'each a
sermon and conduct the religious services of the
community. From Kansas he removed to Nebraska,
spent about eight years there, then went to Wisconsin,
and in 1902 returned to Kansas and for several years
was a minister of the gospel at lola. He is now
He
living in comfortable retirement at Fort Scott.
is a republican and a member of the Masonic and
Independent Order of Odd Fellows fraternities. Rev.
Mr. Robb married Miss Alwilda Andrews, who
was born in Minnesota in 18.53 and died in Wisconsin in 1911.
A brief record of their children
is

as

follows:

W. H. Robb, who

is

cliief

engineer

a cement plant at Syracuse, Indiana; William
Mary, wife of Henry Wertz, a locomotive engineer living at Colorado: Eva, wife of Lon Brown, a
practicing physician at Western, Kansas; Lucy, wife
of Merton De Forest, who is a locomotive engineer
with the Chicago Northwestern Railway, living at
Green Bay, Wisconsin: Clarence K., engineer of the
city water plant at Chanute; and Addie, wife of
of

W.

;

William Wesley Robb was born at Janesville, Wis-

November 27, 1872. The first school he ever
attended was in Dickinson County, Kansas, and the
school was held in a private home.
Afterwards he
continued his education in Nebraska, graduating from
in
the high school at Hastings
that state.
He also
spent three years at the Poynette Academy at Poynette, Wisconsin.
On leaving the academy, iji 1894, Mr. Robb took
employment with the Chicago and Northwestern Railway, and for four years was a locomotive fireman.
Coming to Kansas, he became a stationary engineer
at Fort Scott, where he remained four years, and
after that was at lola four years, at Independence
one year, and Neodesha three years. Mr. Robb is a
very expert mechanic and has shown a great deal of
On coming
capability in every task assigned him.
to Chanute in 1910 he accepted the superintendeney
of the electric light plant.
Mr. Robb and family
reside at 223 South Santa Fe Street, and he also
owns a dwelling house at 1601 South Ransom Street
In politics he is a republican voter
in Fort Scott.
and is afSliated with Cedar Lodge No. 103, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons at Chanute and with the
Scottish Rite bodies at Fort Scott.
In 1902, at Fort Scott, Kansas, he married Miss
OUie Hedges. She was born in Ontario, Canada. To
their marriage was born one child, James William,
on December 4, 1911.
consin,

William Thomas Grove, M. D. Doctor Grove
has been one of the foremost physicians and surHe is a
geons of Eureka for twenty-two years.
man of high attainments in the profession. While
most of his work has been in general lines he is a
recognized expert in diseases of the eye, ear, nose
and throat and has largely specialized in that department of practice. His standing as a citizen is
not less than that he enjoys in his profession.
Doctor Grove found the road to a professional
career somewhat uneven and punctuated with difiiculties.

He began working

for his

own

living

when

a boy, and had experiences as a farm hand, teacher,
clerk and in various other lines before he reached
the goal of his ambition.
He was born in Everett, Pennsylvania, April 7,
1867.
His ancestors came originally from Holland
in colonial days.
There were three Grove brothers,
one of whom settled ,at York, Pennsylvania, another
Doctor Grove
in Maryland and another in Virginia.
His
is
descended from the Pennsylvania branch.
grandfather was born in Pennsylvania, and died at
York in that state, where for many years he kept a
tavern.

Robert C. Grove, father of Doctor Grove, was born
in Pennsylvania in 1842, was reared and married in
that state, and at the outlu-eak of the Civil war he
enlisted in a Pennsylvania regiment of infantry.
After his career as a soldier he became a school
teacher, and has followed that profession for fully
half a century
Soon after the war he moved to
Gallatin, Missouri, where he taught school, and is
now a resident of Springfield, Missouri. In politics
he is a republican.
Robert C. Grove married Har-

Hannah Jane Woodcock.

She was born in PennDoctor Grove was the second in a
His older sister Sadie E.
family of three children.
is the wife of James A. Deavor, who is a stationary
engineer by trade and is in the em])loy of the Dupont
Powder Company with home at Princess Ann, Maryriet

.sylvania in 1839.
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land.

was

Jesse Amos, the only brother of Doctor Grove,
at Amaranth, Peruisylvania, but is

formerly

now

living at Kureka, Kansas.
Doctor Grove sjient part of liis youth at Princess
Ann, Maryland, where ho attended the public schools
On leaving .school he worked for three
five years"
vears on a farm at Salisbury, Maryland, and during
that time he had the i)rivil"cge of attending school
His next instnicduring the brief winter months.
tion came from the public schools of McConnellsburg, Pennsylvania, where he remained two years.
He also spent a year in the County Normal School
'With this" preparation he became a teacher,
there.
working in that oceiiiiation for a year in Fulton
He then was one year on
County, Pennsylvania.
tho home farm" and then for one year was clerk in
a store at Clear Ridge, Pennsylvania.
When Doctor Grove came to Kansas his first location was at Virgil, where he arrived November 4,
1887. He spent three months on a farm, then taught
a spring term of school and for two years wa.s in
the country district schools near Virgil. In the meantime he attended Baker University for one year.
All these experiences were merely prejiar-atory
to his real career. Doctor Grove was a student in
medicine at Rush Medical College in Cliieago for one
TJniyear, and the following year entered St. Louis
1893.
versity, where he graduated M. D. March 26,
Since" then he has taken a considerable amount of
He spent some time in the
post graduate work.
Manhattan Eye and Ear Infirmary of New York
and had
City, in the Chicago Eye and Ear College,
considerable experience in the West Side Hospital
He has also taken general courses in
of Chicago.
the St. Louis University, but wherever possible has
enlarged his knowledge and ability of his specialties.
From 1893 Doctor Grove practiced at Virgil, Kansas, for 21/^ years, and since then his home and olEce
have been in Eureka. His ofiices are at the corner
of Third and Elm streets, a block east of the Hotel
Greenwood.
Doctor Grove has been prospered in a business
way, and besides his home at First and Mulberry
streets he owns two farms aggregating 380 acres in
He served a number of
the State of Oklahoma.
years as health officer at Eureka, and is now in his
second term as coimty coroner. He was first electee!
in 1912 and re-elected in 1914, his present term expiring .Tanunrj- 1, 1917. He is a member of the Lyon
County, the State and Southwest Medical societies
and the American Medical Association.
Doctor Grove is a republican in politics. He takes
much interest in fraternal affairs. He has served
as senior deacon of Fidelity Lodge No. 106, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, is a member of Eureka
Chapter No. 4.'5 Royal Arch Masons, has held offices
in Eureka Commandery No. 54, Knights Templar,
belongs to Wichita Consistory No. 2. of the Scottish
Rite, and ho and his wife are members of Queen
From
Bess Cliapter No.
of the Eivstern Star.
1902 to 1907 Doctor Grove was head physician for
the State of Kansas of the Modei-n Woodmen of
America. His local membership is in Beetle Camp
No. 858. He also belongs to the auxiliary of that
order.
In 1893 at Virgil, Kansas, he was initiated
in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and has
been left support of the Vice Gr.and and right supDoctor
jiort of the Noble Grand in that organization.
Grove is a member and trustee of the Methodist
Episcopal Church at Eurek.a.
On August 31, 1893, at Virgil, Kansas, he married
Miss Minnie I. Dalton, daughter of Thomas and
."ifi

Sarah

(Osborn)

Dalton,

both

of

whom

are

now

farmer settler
near Virgil. Doctor and Mrs. Grove have five children: Gladys is now a senior in the State AgriculHarold Thomas is in
tural College at Manhattan.
William
the junior class of Baker University.
Paul is a bill clerk in the freight office of the Santa

Her father was an

deceased.

early

Harriet r;iizabeth is in the second
at Wichita.
The baby of
grade of the public schools at Eureka.
tho fajnily is Wendell Dalton.
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The tireless business activities
constitute a greater service to a community than a long service in i)ublic office, and that
is true of George J. Pfister of Coffcyville, one of the
old time citizens of Montgomery County, formerly
and one of
prominent as a cattleman and rancher,
the largest property owners in and around CoffeyIn building "up his prosperity it is a well
ville.
known fact that Mr. Pfister has been guided by a
constant desire to benefit the public as well as himhis public spirit and devoself, and at every point
tion to the welfare of his community have equalled
his material success.
resident of Kansas since he was a child, George
J. Pfister was born near New Harmony in the southwest corner of Indiana, May 17, 186G. His father
George

of some

J. Ppister.

men

A

was Frank L.
Germanv, in
1S57

became

Pfister,

who was born

in

Luxembourg,

When fifteen years of age in
1842.
to the United States with his parents,

settled near New Harmony, Indiana, on a farm.
Frank was the oldest of eight children, the others
Alecs, who is a retired farmer living in
being:
Southwest Indiana and served as a soldier in the

who

Civil

war with the Union army; Michael, who

is

living a retired farmer in Southwest Indiana,
was also a soldier of the Civil war; Captain Martin
served with tho rank of captain of a company in
the Union army, later became a farmer in Southwestern Indiana, and his death occurred as a result
of an injury when he fell from a tree; John is a
retired farmer at Carmi, Illinois; Joseph lives on his
farm in Southwestern Indiana; Mary lives at Mount
Vernon, Indiana, widow of John Coon, a farmer,
deceased; Lizzie lives in Indiana and is a widow.
While Frank L. Pfister was coming across the
still

ocean in 1S57 he became acquainted with Miss Kate
Woolhatcr, who with her parents was a passenger
She was born near Luxemon the same vessel.
The Woolhatcr family
bourg, Germany, in 1844.
also settled near New Harmony, Indiana, and Frank
L. and Kate were married there. From Indiana they
moved to Iowa, and in the fall of ISGO arrived in
Kansas, settling as pioneers in Labette County eight
miles east of the present site of Coffeyville. This
part of Kansas was then out on the frontier, and
was still in a sense Indian land. Frank L. Pfister
took up farming and stock raising, and became very
prominent in the livestock industry, especially as a
raiser of cattle and hogs. He retired to Coffeyville
He was a demoin 188.'), and died there in 1906.
crat, but never aspired to hold any political office,
and was a member of the Catholic Church. His
wife died on the old farm in Labette County in
1SS2. Their children were: Louis, a retired farmer
at Mount Vernon, Indiana; .Toseph, who was a farmer and died near Mount Vernon in 1S80; George J.;
Henry, who graduated in dentistry from a college
in Kansas City, practiced for a time with Dr. Wassam in Topeka, and then for the sake of his health
went fo the Island of Cuba, where he died in 1S92;
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died in Coffeyville at the age of twentyhaving graduated from St. Mary's Seminary at
Leavenworth, Kansas; Frank had nearly completed
his studies at St. Mary's Kansas, when he died at
the age of twenty-two, and John, who died in inLizftSe
five,

infaney.

George J. Pfister began his education in the
He
country schools of Labette County, Kansas.
was reared on his father's farm until eighteen, and
then spent two years in the Osage Mission School at
what is now St. Paul, Kansas. On leaving school he
entered the cattle business in Indian Territory, in
the old Cherokee Nation. He was extensively identified with lanching and stock raising in what is
now Oklahoma for ten years. Since 1896 Mr. PfisFrom this city
ter 's home has been in Coffeyville.
a center his operations have been widely
as
extended both as a practical farmer and in the
handling and management of large real estate interests.
He has acquired over 1,200 acres of land in
the vicinity of Coffeyville, and now owns 800 acres
a mile and a half north of the city on Verdigris
River; his residence is at 1002 Spruce Street in Coffeyville, his home being a fine eleven-room dwelling
built in 1905; he owns six business brick buildings
along Eighth Street in the business district a 30-foot
frontage on Eighth Street; a 100-foot frontage on
;

the corner of Ninth and Maple streets; a fiftyfoot front in Block 49 on Ninth Street; a seventytive-foot front on Eighth Street in Block 49; a lot
50x110 feet in Block 53 on East Eighth Street, and
a number of other scattering properties.
The tax
valuation placed on his properties is over $80,000.
Mr. Pfister has been an active operator in the real
estate field since 1896.
He formerly owned the
Coffeyville paint and wall paper store on Eighth
Street, but that is now owned by his son, Stafford.
At different times a number of local enterprises
have benefited from Mr. Pfister 's assistance and
support.
Anything that will improve and make a
better town has his hearty cooperation.
He is
president of the Montgomery County Fair Association.
Politically he is independent, and has been
content to serve the public by his private activities
and not through an office. For the good of his home
city he once consented to serve as a member of
the city council. He is a member of the Catholic
Church and belongs to the Fourth Degree of the
Knights of Columbus, Council No. 991 at Coffeyville.
He is also a member of Coffeyville Lodge No. 775
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
In 188S at Emporia, Kansas, Mr. Pfister married
Miss Rhoda E. .Jones, daughter of Edward and
Bridget Jones, both now deceased. Her father was
a farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Pfister have four
children.
Hazel, Stella, Stafford and Raymond. Hazel, who is
still at home with her
parents, is a graduate of
the Coffeyville High School; Stella graduated from
the high school and from Loretto Academy of Kan-

sas City, and is now living at Ponca
City, Oklahoma,
wife of James Ryan, who is in the oil refinery there
with his father; Mr. and Mrs. Ryan have one child,
James, born in 1914. Stafford attended the

high

school, St.

Mary's College

at St. Mary's, Kansas,
and is now proprietor of the Coffeyville paint and
wall paper store.
Raymond after leaving high
school entered St. Benedict's College at
Atchison,
Kansas, and is now operating one of his father's

farms.

He

married Velma Furnish.
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Thomas E. Tkigg.
map of busy life" mused
the poet Cowper more than a hundred
years ago over
his newspaper.
The description yet holds good, a
century of existence only having widened its field and
strengthened its power. With its modern perfected
machinery for the garnering of news, and with its
vivid portrayal of the world's
happenings, it is, indeed, a map of swiftly passing events, one that has

become a necessary vitalizing element and an indispensable factor of every day living. How surely the
development of a newspaper in a community marks
the latter

's

progress.

A

name

well

known

in jour-

nalism in Kansas, is that of Trigg, and a
worthy
bearer of this honored name is found in the owner

and proprietor of the Elgin Journal, Thomas E.
who has been identified with newspaper work forTrigg,
more

than a quarter of a century.
Thomas E. Trigg was born at Albia, Iowa,
September 15, 1862. His parents were William Allen
and Mary Elizabeth (Ware) Trigg, the latter of
whom died at Garnett, Kansas, in 1901. The paternal
grandfather, Thomas E. Trigg, was born in Virginia,
of remote Irish ancestry, in
1809, and died in Linn
County, Kansas, in 1891. His people had been early

and

substantial settlers in
Kentucky, and Trigg
in that state, commemorates their
importance.
Prior to the Civil war, Thomas E.
Trigg was
a large planter and a slaveholder in
Kentucky. From
there, in 1871, he moved to Linn County, Kansas.
His
wife was a member of the Gohegan
family, of Virginia, and she died before his removal to Kansas.
William Allen Trigg, father of Thomas E.
Trigg,
of Elgin, Kansas, was born in
Kentucky, in 1838, and

County,

grew

to

manhood and was educated

in his native
he went to Albia, Monroe
County, Iowa, and there engaged in teaching school
for several years and then removed to
CenterviUe,
in the same state and took
charge as superintendent
of a woolen mill, remaining there for six
years and
then resumed school teaching in which he continued
until 1878, when he located at La
Cygne, in Linn
County, Kansas. He spent one year there as a school
and
one year as a farmer and then was elected
teacher,
probate judge. This caused him to remove to Mound
to
City
reside, and he remained on the bench for two
terms of four years.
Judge Trigg then entered the newspaper field by
purchasing the Linn County Clarion, which he ably
edited for ten years and for some time after removing to Garnett still retained the ownership of the
Clarion.
After locating at Garnett he bought the
Eagle, publislied there, and during his long "connection with that journal built
up an influential news]Kiper for that section of the state.
He subsequently
served one term in the State Legislature. In 1904 he
retired from the newspaper business.
In politics he
has always been a republican. In
religious faith he
is
a Methodist and both at Garnett and at his
present home, Westphalia, Kansas, he has served in
the lay offices of the church.
Fraternally he is
identified with the Ancient Order of United Workmen
and the Odd Fellows. At Bonaparte, Iowa, he was
married to Mary Elizabeth Ware, who was born in
Oliio in 184.'!, and they became the
parents of four
children:
Thomas E., Clarence J., who resides at
Kansas City, Missouri, wliere he is clerk of the
city
courts Fred C, who is a member of the editorial staff
of the Kansas City (Missouri) Star and
Times; and
Anna Stewart, who is the wife of Lee P. Cayot, who
is a general merchant at
Westphalia, Kansas.
Thomas E. Trigg attended the public schools at
Mound City, Kansas, and subsequently completed

From Kentucky

state.

;
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sophomore year at Lane T'liiversity, Lecompton,
In 1882 he beeanie a railroad .telegraph
Kansas.
and conojierator, for the Missouri Pacific system,
tinued until 1888. .\t that time his father was interested in the Garnctt Eagle and he went into the
printing office and learned the business and eontiued
with the Eagle until the property was sold in 1904,
in which year he went to Cedar Vale and for the four
succeeding years was foreman on the Cedar Vale
Commercial." Mr. Trigg then decided to become the
owner of his own iournal and when the Chautauqua
Globe came into the market in 1907, he |)urchased tlic
until 1909,
paper and conducted it very creditably
when he sold that in order to move to Cedar Vale,
where he purchased the Cedar Vale Commercial. This
his

he dis
enterprise not proving entirely satisfactory,
the
posed of the Commercial in "l910, and bought
Mirror, at Latham, in Butler County, Kansjis, which,
during his ownership of six years he devclo]ied into
a paying i)roperty. In .\iiril, 1916, Mr. Trigg came

Elgin and founded his present admirable newsHe has found here an
paper, the Elgin .Iournal.
appreciative public and is giving Chautauqua County
a fine iournal, well edited with all its departments
While its policy is repubup-to-d.-ite and practical.
lican in politics, its editor is not bigoted and is able
to discuss questions of public concern from more
than one standpoint.
Mr. Trigg was married at Kansas City, Kansas,
in 1892, to Miss Ella B. Vincent, who was born in
Macon County, Missouri, and was educated in the
Her
that state.
public schools of Bates County in
Vincent.
parents were Capt. A. B. and Nancy (White)
in
Captain Vincent was born near Cincinnati. Ohio,
He
1836, and died at Ottawa, Kansas, in May, 1912.
married Xancy C. White, who was born in .Tune, 1838,
in Macon County, Missouri, and died at Ottawa. KanAs a young man Captain
sas, in December, 1911.
Vincent taught school in Ohio and in Missouri and
after coming to Kansas was a farmer and dealer in
livestock.
.\t one time he was mayor of Foster,
Missouri, and there served in numerous offices to
which he was elected on the democratic ticket. He
honorablv .secured his title, having enlisted for service
in the Civil War in 1861 and remained in the .army
for four years, during which he was made captain of
Company "C, Fifty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
To Mr. and Mrs. Trigg one son was born, Tliomas
He was educated in the
Clyde, on May 20, 1893.
public schools "of Latham, Kansas, and had completed
a part of his high school course when he accepted
an opportunity to visit Honolulu and make a trip up
the Pacific coast, completing his far-,ioiirneying by
going as far east overland as New York and back.
At present he occupies the important office of assistant superintendent of a division of the Metropolitan
Street Railway Company, at Kansas City, Missnuri. In
March, 1916," he was "married to Miss Pearl Wliitto

meyer.
Mr. Trigg

is connected with numerous political and
journalistic organizations, and fraternally is identified
with Latham Lodge No. 401, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, and Elgin Chapter, and the Kansas Fraternal Citizens Association.

No person in a comCl.^y Dale.
Prof.
munity wields a greater influence in the molding and
shaping of character than does the school teacher.
The capable, conscientious instructor stands nearer
to the hearts of his charges than does any other
On entering the schoolroom the child 's
persons.
mind is as plastic clay and is as readily made to
Henry

take shajie in the hands of the skilled educator.
Thcn-efore his great responsibility, and; therefore
the honored ]iositioii which he holds in the communOf
ity when his <iuties are faithfully discharged.
tlie educators of Columbus, Kansas, Prof. Henry Clay
Dale is one of the leailers. He has devoted his entire
career to his profession, in the ranks of which he
has steadily advanced until at this time he is principal of the Cherokee County High SchooL
Professor Dale was born on a farm in Jasper
Countv, Missouri, August 30, 1882, and is a son of
The
Henry" Cl.<iy and Emma J. (Barker) Dale.
founder of the Dale family in America was Sir
Thomas Dale, first governor of Virginia, and a prominent citizen during colonial days. The great-grandfather of Professor Dale was Elijah P. Dale, a son
He was the father of Robert J.
of George Dale.
Dale, wlio

but

who

was
lived

for many years engaged in farming
retired for several years before his
At
occurred at Carthage, Missouri.

death, which
that place was born his son, Henry Clay Dale, April
He was reared and educated in Missouri,
6, 1848.
where he was married, and as a young man adopted
farming as his life work, having been reared amid
For a number of years
agricultural surroundings.
he cultivated the soil of a fine farm in Jasper County,
Missouri, but in 1890 met with a serious injury
which caused him to retire from farm work, and in
the following year he came to Galena.
This, however, was not his first visit to this locality, for as
early as 1871 he had come to the same section and
cultivated a farm on the present site of Galena, in
addition to which he taught school before the cities
of Empire and Galena were founded. On his arrival
at Galena in 1891, Mr. Dale engaged in the real
estate business, and for some years served in the
capacity of justice of the peace, but at this time
He
is manager of the business of his son, Oliver C.
is a democrat, and a member of the Baptist Church,
in the work of which he has taken an exceedingly
active ]iart, and formerly having been church treasJ.
Mr. D.ale married Miss
urer at Galena.
Barker, who was born in Central Missouri, in November, 1851, and to this union there have been horn
eight children: Oliver C, born December 23, 1871,
who has made a large fortune, owning with his children 1.000 acres of land in Payne County, Oklahoma, with large oil interests, and also the owner
of the old home estate south of Carthage, a tract of
300 acres on which he is mining for lead and zinc;
Charles R., born October 20, 1873, who is a plumber

Emma

of Galena, Kansas: Arthur L., born January 30,
born
1875, who died in August, 1898: Magdaline,
November 3, 1877, who died in 1909, as the wife
of Jesse Lewman, connected with a grocery store at
Galena; Canzada, born October 18, 1880, who died
March 24, 1915, as the wife of J. W. Jarrctt, a miner
of Giilena: Prof. Henry Clay; Gordon Alfred, born
December 30, 1884, who is "manager at Yale, Okl.ihoma, for the general merchandise house of his
brother, Olivef C: and Willie .\nna, -born November
of Morris Peteet, engaged
3, 1886, who is the wife
Yale,
merchandise business at
in
the
general

Oklahoma.
Henry Clay Dale, the younger, received

his

early

education in" the public schools of Galena, Kansas,
and in 1905 was graduated from the academy at
Ottawa, this state. He next entered Ottawa Univerin 1909, with
sity, from which he was duly graduated
the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and in that year began
his teaching career in the pulilic schools of Galena.
In 1915 he left the position of principal, which he
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had held at Galena for one year, to become principal of the Cherokee County High School, a most
important and responsible office, in which he has
under his charge seventeen teachers and 420 pupils.
Professor Dale is a member of the Southeastiern
Kansas Teachers Association and the Kansas State
Teachers' Association, and has gained more than a
He has sought
local reputation as an educator.
to better conditions in every way and to elevate the
educational standard.
thorough student of the
science of education and possessed of a natural instinct for child psychology, he has made his school
a living, growing organism responsive to the best in
He possesses in marked
the teacher and pupil.
degree the supreme gift of the teacher, combining
a natural aptitude for teaching with the executive
In
force necessary to energize a body of teachers.
He is active
politics Professor Dale is a democrat.
in the work of the Baptist Church, in which he is a
'

A

chorister in both church and
ternal connections include

Sunday school. His framembership in Galena
Lodge No. 194, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
and the Knights and Ladies of Security.
In 1912, at Galena, Kansas, Professor Dale was
married to Miss Edith Ina Mitchell, daughter of
Mr.
William and Martha (Hinchcliffe) Mitchell.
Mitchell, who was a miner, is now deceased, but Mrs.
Mitchell still survives and resides at Strafford, MisProfessor and Mrs. Dale have one child: Ina
souri.
Maxine, who was born June 6, 1915.

Frank A. B.vrdwell. A large majority of the
men who are engaged in working the oil fields of
Kansas have been devoting their energies to this line
of work all of their lives, whether as employes, emThey
ployers, contractors, drillers or producers.
have had the experience from early youth and it is
but natural that they should meet with success in
their undertakings granted that opportunities are the
same.
But there is another class among the men
who are making this one of the great industries,
this being formed of the men who had their training
in other fields of business endeavor, and who have
had their own problems to work out and their commercial battles to fight with men who by reason of
In the cases
their experience were better equipped.
where these men have won, their success is more than
In the latter class of Kansas producers
creditable.
is found Frank A. Bardwell, of Chanute, whose uni-

formly successful career has invaded various avenues
of business life.
Mr. Bardwell was born at Ottawa, the county seat
of LaSalle County, Illinois, August 11, 1870, and is a
son of A. G. and Mary (Drake) Bardwell, and is of
English descent, the family having come to America

from England previous to the American Revolution
and settled in New York. His grandfather was a
native of Pennsylvania, who carried on the lumber
business throughout his life and died in the Keystone
State prior to the birth of his grandson. A. G. Bardwell was born at Tunkliannock, the county seat of
Wyoming County, Pennsylvania, in IS.".^, and was
reared in his native state. As a young man he sought
his fortune in the West, locating at Ottawa, LaSalle
County, Illinois, where he interested himself in fannWliile there the Civil war came on and he ening.
listed in the One Hundred and Fourth Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, with which he served for
three years, and established a fine record for courage
and faithful discharge of duty.
He took part in
numerous skirmishes, was with his regiment in all
its

long and

wearisome marches, and participated
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the great battles of Shiloh, Lookout
Mountain,
Bull Run, Chickamauga and Cold Harbor, many
smaller engagements, and the siege of
Vicksburg.
At the close of the war he received his honorable discharge and returned to Illinois, where he resumed his
in

as a farmer and also engaged in buying
selling livestock. In 1881, on coming to Kansas,
he located at Humboldt, in the same line of business,
and later went to Erie, where he was also a stock
dealer.
After several years at the latter point, he
retired from active business affairs and removed to
Chanute, where he now lives in retirement.
Mr.
activities

and

Bardwell

now

eighty-three years of age, but is still
spirits and alive to all the important public questions of the day. He is a "standpat" republican, belongs to the Masons and the Grand
Army of the Republic, and is a faithful member of
tlie Presbyterian Church, in which he has served as
an elder. During the active years of his career he
was industrious and energetic, so that now, in the
evening of life, he is able to enjoy the comforts that
belong only to those whose careers have been characterized by hard, well-directed work.
Mr. Bardwell
in

is

good health and

married Miss Mary Drake, who was born in 1834,
in Bradford County, Pennsylvania,
and died at
Thayer, Kansas, in 1911. To this union there have
been born five cliildren, namely
Mary, who is the
wife of R. B. McCutchau, an attorney of Longton,
Kansas; Charles H., an oil operator of Chanute;
Cora, who died at Chanute, in April, 1914, as the
wife of O. L. HoUey, a traveling salesman with headquarters at Parsons, Kansas
Dora, twin of Cora,
who is the wife of A. G. Liddle, an oil operator of
Independence, Kansas; and Frank A.
Frank A. Bardwell was given good opportunities
for a thorough educational training in his youth,
being sent to the graded public school of Ottawa,
and Humbolt, Kansas, and the country
Illinois,
schools of Neosho County.
He then went to Baker
University, where he completed the juaior year's
course, but left the college in 1892 to enter upon his
business career. This was commenced at Savonsburg,
Kansas, where for six years he was cashier of a bank,
and in 1898 he embarked in the stock business at
Longton, Elk County, where he remained until 1906.
After two years he realized the opportunities extended by the oil business, and made his initial venture in the Independence community, where he remained for three years, although in the meantime he
also gained some experience in the Oklahoma fields.
He next spent two years at Paola, and in 1914 came
to Chanute, not long after which he disposed of his
Paola holdings. He is now a producer in the Aiigusta,
Butler County, fields, and is opening up a new territory.
During the time Mr. Bardwell has been connected with the business, he has learned all of its
branches thoroughly, and may be accounted a thoroughly qualified man in any angle of the industry.
He has made m&ny friendships in the fields, and has
established an enviable reputation for integrity and
In addition to his own residence
square dealing.
at No. 221 West Elm Street, he owns a dwelling at
No. 108 North Garfield Avenue, and 320 acres of
land in Colorado. Politically he is a republican, his
religious faith being that of the Presbyterian Church,
of which he is a generous supporter, while his frater:

;

nal affiliations are with the Masons and the Odd Fellows, the latter >being with Hector Lodge No. 64.
Mr. Bardwell was married in 1896, at Erie, Kansas,
to Miss Ida Farrell, daughter of J. W. and Jennie
C Chase)
Farrell, the former of whom is a retired
farmer of Manhattan, Kansas, and the latter is de-

2100
ceased.

one son:
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Mr. and Mrs. Bardwell are the parents of
Charles A., who was born September 30,

1906.

T. W. Truskett. The real estate brokerage business established hv Thomas W. Truskett, in 1908, has
of Caney
gone hand in hand with the development
since its inception and undoubtedly has contributed
of proplargely toward the advantageous disposal
of
erty and the honorable and satisfactory placing
in Montgomery
loans, as any concern of the kind
County. Mr. Truskett is one of Caney 's substantial citizens; his success is self-made and in its scope
and usefulness directs attention to qualities of perseverance, business integrity and ability and high
regard for the welfare of the community.
Mr. Truskett was born in Monroe County, Ohio,
March 2S, 1852, a son of Thomas W. and Elizabeth
was
(Williams) Truskett. His paternal grandfather
a native of England who on coming to the United
States located in the State of Maryland and there
while on his
passed the remainder of his life,
mother's side his grandfather Betts was a German

Thomas W. Truskett
.•migrant to Pennsylvania.
the elder, was born in Maryland in 1S23, and was
reared and educated in his native state, from whence,
as a young man, he went to Monroe County, Ohio.
There" he became a pioneer farmer, married, and
established a home, and continued to be engaged in
to
agricultural pur.suits until 1859, when he removed
Cooper County, Missouri, again becoming a pioneer.
In 1862 he enlisted in the First Eegiment, Nebraska
Volunteer Infantry, for service during the Civil war,
and joined the command of Gen. John Seaton, with
which he participated in a number of the most important engagements of the war, including the
battles of Shiloh, Helena and Fort Donelson, and
the siege of Vicksburg. He was taken prisoner by
Shelby's men near Springfield, Missouri, but was
shortly thereafter exchanged and rejoined his regiment, with which he fought until the close of the
He established an excellent record for
struggle.
bravery and fidelity, and when honorably discharged
and mustered out of the service, at Omaha, Nebraska,
returned to his Missouri home. Mr. Truskett continued to be engaged in farming in Cooper, Morgan
and Moniteau Counties, Missouri, until 1870, and
in that year went to Vernon County, where he made
his home and carried on his agricultural activities
until 1890. In that year he located in Washington
County, Oklahoma, settling on a farm ten miles
south of Caney, Kansas, consisting of 100 acres,
where he was living at the time of his death, in
1896. He was laid to rest in the cemetery at Caney.
Mr. Truskett was a republican and a faithful memHe was married in
ber of the Christian (Church.
1841, in Ohio, to Miss Elizabeth Williams, who was
born September 1, 1820, at Crabappl^ Orchard, Pennsylvania, and was a schoolmate of the great statesman and politician, .Tames -G. Blaine, at one time a
candidate for the presidency of the United States.
Mrs. Truskett died at Caney, Kansas, in September,
1894, having been the mother of eight children, as
follows:
.Tohn O., born in 1843, enlisted in 1862
in the First Nebraska Infantry, was discharged for
disability, recuperated and re-enlisted in the Second
Kansas Cavalry, took part in many engagements,
was again discharged because of disability toward
the close of the Civil war, returned to ^Missouri and
nngaped in farming, and died in Nevada, that state,
in 18S5: James H., born in 1845, who is
engaged in

farming on Hog Shooter Creek, Washington County,
Oklahoma; Joseph I., born in 1847, who is engaged
in farming at Mulberry, Kansas; A. A., born in
1851, is now retired and resides at Montverde,

Florida; Mary E., who died at the age
of seventeen years; Thomas W., of this notice; H.
A., born in 1855, was a farmer aud grain and lumber
merchant, founder of the Home National Bank of
Caney and one of this city 's most prominent citizens,
and died in 19U6; aud Harriet M., who married first
.Tacob. Kussell, a barber, now deceased, and now the
wife of John Wyatt, a retired farmer of Independ-

Lake County,

ence, Kansas.

Thomas W. Truskett received his education in the
public schools of Missouri, and was reared as a farmer, remaining on the homestead until he was twenty
When he started upon his career,
years of age.
however, it was as a school teacher, and for five
years was engaged in teaching in Missouri and
Kansas. He first came to this state in 1873, when
he took charge of a school at Godfrey, in which
vicinity he remained two years. In 1875 he engaged
in farming along the Drywood Creek, twelve miles
south of Fort Scott, where he remained for five
years, then removing to near Elgin, Kansas, where
he farmed for three years. About this time Mr.
Truskett 's wife died, and for a period thereafter
he did not have a settled home, although he was
engaged for a time in the shoe business at both InFrom
dependence, Kansas, and Joplin, Missouri.
the latter point Mr. Truskett went to Washington
County, Indian Territory, and engaged in farming
and the cattle business for twelve years, and in
1891 came to Caney, which city has since been his
home and the scene of his successful operations.
On first coming to this city, Mr. Truskett engaged
in business as the proprietor of a livery barn, but
after two years thus spent turned his attention to
mercantile lines, and founded what has since become the leading store in its line in the city, located
at the corner of Fourth Avenue and Spring Street.
There he successfully handled general dry goods
and groceries and through good management and
honorable dealing built up a prosperous establishment. In 1908 Mr. Truskett disposed of the business to his nephew, W. O. Truskett, although he still
ownis the building. He has since devoted his attention to the real estate brokerage business, handling
properties in Colorado, Old Mexico, Florida and
Montgomery County, Kansas. He is the owner of
five residences at Caney, these being among the
finest in the city, two smaller residences, and his
own handsome home at the corner of Sixth and
Main streets, four of Caney 's business buildings,
and 966 acres of valuable land in Old Mexico. He
also has various other interests, prominent among
which may be mentioned his flourishing feed business, which has also been built up under his personal
direction.

Mr. Truskett was formerly a republican in his
political views, but is now an independent demoHe served one term as mayor of Caney, durcrat.
ing which time he displayed abilities that won him
the respect and esteem of his fellow-citizens.
On
another occasion he was a candidate for a place in
the Kansas State Assembly, but was in a district

which had a republican majority of 800 and met
defeat with the rest of the democratic ticket. Mr.
Truskett

is

an

active

member

Church and generously supports
is

well

known

in

of

the

Christian

movements. He
fraternal circles, and was the
its
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past president of the state organization of the
Fraternal Order of Eagles, and at the time of his
retirement from his official position was presented
with a handsome watch charm as a memento and
appreciation of the services he rendered that organ-

George K. Reid spent his early years in various
wherever his father happened to be sojourn-

first

ization.

Mr. Truskett was first married June 5, 1876, to
Mrs. M. J. Gepford, the widow of Silas Gepford.
She died November 20, ISSO, leaving tliree children:
Metta May, born November 20, 1S77, died in Texas,
married L. L. Peterson, who now resides at Caney
and manages the feed store in partnership with
Mr. Truskett, and had four children: Orin, a graduthe Caney High School, class of 1915, and
the Manhattan State Normal School,
Jennie and Dora who are attending the Caney High
School, and Charles, a student in the graded schools;
Harvey A., born March 26, 1879, wlio died in inate- of

now attending

fancy; and Harriet E., born October 10, 1880, and
the wife of Dr. C. E. Wyatt, a
practicing dentist
of Independence, Kansas. Mr. Truskett was
again
married February 13, 1S87, to Miss Theodosia V.
of
who
died April 22, 1904, leaving
Hoss,
Missouri,
two children: Benjamin O., born October 31, 1888,
who has graduated from a school of
embalming and
is now associated in business with his
father; and
born
Beatrice,
January 16, 1901, who is attending
the public schools. Mr. Truskett was married the
third time Jlareh 15, 1908, to Miss Bertha
Berger,
a native of Belgium, and thev have one
daughter:
Cleo Lenora, born September 13, 1910.

now

_

George K. Reid, who has been a resident of Kansas
nearly thirty-five years, has built up and maintained
what IS unquestionably the largest business at Howard in abstracts, loans and insurance.
Wlien it is
stated that Mr. Reid is the son of a
minister, there
IS no need to
esjilain that he was not reared in a home
of luxury or wealth, and as a matter of fact from
an early age he has been dependent
upon his own
resources and has made good.
His Reid ancestors at one time lived in
moved from there to Scotland, thence to England,
northern
Ireland, and from County Tyrone, Ireland, they came
to America just after the revolution.
Thev first settled
Kentucky and from there moved to Ohio. Mr.
Reid's paternal grandfather, John
Reid, was born in
He went in the early days
Pennsylvania in 1798.
to Ohio and followed
farming there. He did in Cedarlille, Ohio, in 1879.
George K. Reid was born at West Barnet, Vermont, August 7, 1863. His father. Rev. William H.
Reid, who was born at Cedarville, Ohio, in
was reared and married there, and entered the 1828,
ministry of the Presbyterian Church.
He was a

m

graduate
of Miami University at Oxford, Ohio.
Nearly all his
service during a long and active life was as
a misHe endured almost endless hardships and
sionary.
struggles as a pioneer religious teacher and preacher.
He preached
A'ermont, in Pennsvlvania, Iowa, Minnesota,
Ontario, Canada, and also in Indian TerHis death occurred at Fort White in the
ritory.
State of Florida in 1899. In
politics he was a republican.
Rev. Mr. Reid married Julia A.
Harbison, who
was born at Cedarville, Ohio, in
1840, and died at the
old Dwight Mission in Indian
The
Territory in 1887
children were:
Hugh M., who became a farmer and
died at Fort White. Florida, in
1898; George K.Mary, who died at the age of six years; William p'
who was an employe of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St!
Paul Railway Company and died at Milwaukee
Wis'

m

m

consin, in 1900.
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localities,

He received the bulk of his early education in
the public schools of Bloomington,
Indiana, and also
attended high school there. In the meantime he had
worked for a time for the Adams Express Company
at Cincinnati.
In 1880 he went to Ontario, Canada,
finished his course in a high school in that
province
in 1881, and the following two
years were spent as
a salesman of subscription books.
On coming to Howard, Kansas, in 1883, Mr. Reid
began his real career. For the first five years he was
deputy county clerk of Elk County, then became bookkeeper in the First National Bank and for six years
was connected with the Howard National Bank. Since
1894 he'has been in the real estate, abstract, insurance
and loan business, and his long experience and his
thorough integrity as a business man enabled him to
render an expert service to his large clientage. His
offices are in the First National Bank
Building. He
has prospered in a business way, and besides his
home at the corner of Elk and Perry streets, he owns
a farm of 320 acres seven miles north of Howard, and
has an interest in 360 acres at another location in Elk
ing.

County.
Mr. Reid

and

is

a member of the Howard School Board

city treasurer, and lends his co-operation and support to every movement for the
public
welfare.
He is a rej>ublican, is active in the Presbyterian Church, being a member of the Session, and
the Board of Trustees.
His fraternal relations are

with

is its clerk, is

Hope Lodge No.

Masons

155, Ancient Free

Howard, and with Lodge No.
Order of United Workmen at Howard.
at

and Accepted
124, Ancient

In 1881 at Wroxter, Ontario, Canada, Mr. Reid
married Mary Lees. Her parents, Andrew and Mary
(Hislop) Lees, came to Kansas many years ago and
her father still lives on his fai'm a half mile south
of Howard.
He is ninety years of age, and his wife
died at the age of eighty-one.
Mr. and Mrs. Reid
have reared some children who do them credit. Mary
is the wife of Dr. R. E. Cheney, wlio is now
engaged
in the practice of dentistry at Eureka, Kansas.
JuHa,
the second child, died at the age of six months. Robert .1. is a graduate of the University of Kansas in
the law department and is now practicing at Kansas
Frank R., who attended the UniverCity, Missouri.
sity of Kansas two years and is a graduate of the
Kansas City Dental College, is now building up a fine
practice as a dentist at Howard.
George R., the
youngest, died at the age of seven years.

CLirFORD C. Nesselrode, M. D.
In 1906 there
came to Kansas City, a young graduate in medicine
who entered St. Margaret's Hospital as an interne.
Very modest was this young man as to his acquire-

ments but not much time elapsed before his medical
knowledge and his surgical skill were noted and
approved, and at the present time no practitioner
enjoys more public confidence or personal esteem
than does Dr. Clifford C. Nesselrode.
In addition
to attending to a large and constantly increasing
private practice, he is on the staffs of St. Margaret
and Bethany hospitals and on the surgical staff of
the University of Kansas School of Medicine at Rosedale. Doctor Nesselrode was born February 25, 1880,
near Conway Springs, in Sumner County, Kansas.
His parents were James Harvey and Anna (Moulton)

The

Nesselrode.

progenitor of the Nesselrode family, the
great-grandfather of Doctor Nesselrode, came to
America from Germany and settled in Pennsylvania.
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There Samuel Nesselrode was born and there married a

member

of the old

Gorman family of

Fisher,
who proved an admirable wife. They, in course of
time, moved to Ohio and in that state their son,

James Harvey was born and

18G6 accompanied
his parents to Kansas.
Samuel Nesselrode purchased
160 acres of land in Johnson County, near Spring
Hill, and that property has never since been out of
in

the family.

To Johnson County about this time came an attracyoung lady, Miss Anna Moulton, a native of

tive

Wisconsin, to visit her brother. Instead of returning to her native state she was married to James
Harvey Nesselrode. In 1878, with their first child,
Gertrude, who is now the wife of J. M. Holcomb, a
farmer in Johnson County near her parents, together
with Mrs. Nesselrode 's brother and wife, they journeyed in a covered wagon to Sumner County. They took
up adjoining claims near Conway Springs, broke up
In
the land, proved up and built frame houses.
1883 however, Mr. Nesselrode sold his land and returned to Johnson County and there l)0ught his
father 's old farm and continues there still engaged
in farming and dairying.
He is recognized as a man
In politics he is a republican
of sterling character.
from principle, never accepting any public office
except on the school board.
Clifford C. Nesselrode attended the district schools
in .Johnson County until prepared to be a teacher himself.
Early deciding upon a professional life, he

no hardship to jjrovide his own college exBut Nature soon a.s.scrted her preference for
medicine and surgery and in 1902 he entered the
Kansas City Medical College and continued a student
in the Kansjus University, alternating study and
In 1905 the above school was made the
teaching.
medical department of the University of Kansas and
Doctor Nesselrode was engaged as a student-teacher
in laboratory work and continued until he w:».s graduated in 1906. In this year he became an interne in
St. Margaret's Hospital and in the following year
entered Dr. George McGray 's office, since when
he has maintained his own office and has been conHis
nected with the institutions above m3ntioned.
practice absorbs all his time, being connected with
many professional bodies and called on for many
services such as fall to the humanity of the physifelt

it

penses.

He
cian even if not clas.sed directly with charities.
is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons
and belongs to the Kansas State Medical Society, of
which he was vice president one year and for three
years was chairman of the committee on health and
public education; of the American Medical As.sociation; was the representative from Kansas to the
Clinical Congress of the Surgeons of North America;
and is a member of the Southwest Medical Association, of which he was vice ]>resident for one year.
Doctor Nesselrode is a specialist in surgery and in
1910 took a special course in surgery in the Harvard
Post Graduate School.
On January 1, 1908, Doctor Nesselrode was married to Mi.ss Ella Allen, of Lenexa, .lohnson County,
Her father, George Allen, is a prominent
Kansas.
farmer in that county. Doctor and Mrs. Nesselrode
have a three-year-old daughter, Mary .Tane. Doctor
Nesselrode is a stockholder in several banks. He is
president of the Mercantile Club and one of its
directors, is an active member of the Hotary Club, is
a Mason, and retains membership in his old college
fraternity, the Phi Beta Pi.

Gen. Jo.seph Kennedy Hudson. One of the ablest
Kansas and most determined fighter for the

eoldiers of

movement, the late General Hudson will
have a lasting fame not only for what he did in the
trying years of Kansas' youth, but also as founder

free-state

and for many years editor of the Tojieka Capital.
It was his resourcefulness as a practical newspaper
man and his wonderful ability as an editor and
molder of public opinion that gave the Capital its
wide influence and standing as a journal, and the
history of the Kansas Press has no more notable
figure than Joseph Kennedy Hudson.
It is not the purpose of this article to describe in
detail the history of the Topeka Capital.
That beBut something should be said
longs to other i)ages.

of General Hudson 's personal relations with tliat
journal and also of his ability and personality as an
editor.
It was in 187.1 that he purchased the Kansas

Farmer and moved

He

it

from Leavenworth

to Tojteka.

continued to edit and publish this i)aper until
1879.
In March of the latter year he began the publication of the Topeka Daily Capital, now owned by
(ioveruor Capper. To the task of making a metropolitan daily pajier with at least a state wide inlluence.
General Hudson brouglit keen foresight, rare judgment, magnificent courage and a fund of energy and
endurance that was a marvel to his associates. In a
few years he had made the support of the Capital
almost indispensable to any general movement in state
]iolitics or affairs, and he also elevated it to the
position of one of the foremost journals in the
The Capital under General Hudsou had its
West.
part in much that now distinguislies Kansas as a
state.
The adojition of prohibition was probably due
more to the ardent advocacy of General Hudson
through the ('ai>ita! than any other one factor. General Hudson himself was a radical in politics, and
possessed the courage of his convictions. As a fighter
he neither asked nor gave quarter. He used his pen
with a vigor and freedom that made it felt in every
cause he championed. And yet he did not have the
narrowness which often distinguishes radicalism. He
would contend for the cause or principles he believed
to be right, and yet when exiierience justified a change
in course, he would readily yield or modify his personal convictions. He stated what he regarded to be
the truth at the time regardless of what had been his
course or belief in the past. It was inevitalde that
he should lie bitterly hated by political opponents
and was often the object of savage attack. His honesty was never doulited, and he came to number among
his warm personal friends some of his bitterest [lolitical foes. Many Kansas newspaper men grew up under

the jirospering care of General Hudson, and no one
ever worked with the Topeka Capital who did not
have the greatest of admiration and even of love for
him.
Joseph Kennedy Hudson was born at Carrollton in
Carroll County. Ohio, May 4, 1840, and died May o,
His early life was
1907, at the age of sixty-seven.
spent at Salem, Ohio. It was a Quaker community,
and was a stronghold of abolitionism. His father
.lohn Hudson )iublished the Anti-Slavery Bugle, at
Salem, the organ of the Western Anti-Slavery Society.
As a boy there Josejih K. Hudson joined the John
Brown League, a secret organization which had for
of .slavery thro\ighout
its purjiose the destruction
It was this early connection which subthe Union.
sequently brought him out to Kansas for tlie purpose
of joining the army under Gen. James H. Lane.
At the age of twenty-one he enlisted as a ]>rivate
in the army and finally attained the rank of major.
He enlisted at Fort Leavenworth, July .'10, 1861, in
Company E of the Third Kansas Regiment of InfanIn 1862 the Thinl and Fourth Regiments were
trv.
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consolidated, bet'omiiig tiie Tenth Kansas Infantry.
In that regiment Mr. Hudson was commissioned first
lieutenant of Company C, and the regiment became
part of General Lane 's Brigade in the Army of the
Frontier.
From the organization of the regiment at Fort
Scott, Kansas, in 18(il until July, 186.;, General Hudson jiarticipated in the various skirmishes and battles
of the Division through the campaigns in Missouri,
Indian Territory and Ark,ansas. He was at the en-

gagement at Dry Wood, Newtonia, Old Fort Wayne,
Cane Hill, Van Buren and Prairie Grove, all of which
stages in the progress of the campaigns through the Southwest. He was at different
times under the command of General Fremont, General Hunter, General Blount, General Herron and Gen-

mark important

eral Schotield.
Col. William

Weer, commanding the Second Brigade, First Division, Army of the Frontier, in the
course of a report dated December 12, 1862, made
"To my Acting
the following recommendations
Adjutant General, Lieutenant J. K. Hudson of the
He
10th Kansas, I cannot award too high praise.
:

was my only aide, and was everywhere at duty 's
carrying orders, cheering and rallying the men.

call,

His
worthy qualities in camp as well as upon the field
entitle him to promotion."
In the meantime, in 1862, he had been appointed
acting assistant adjutant general of the Second Brigade of the Army of the Frontier. In 1863 he -was
appointed to the same office in the First Brigade. He
was aide on the staff of Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davis
and was later on the staff of Major General SchoDefield, commanding the Department of Missouri.
cember 21, 1863, he was commissioned major of the
Sixty-second United States Colored Infantry. At the
time of his promotion to major his regiment was

down the Mississippi River to .join Banks in
Red River campaign. He saw active service at
Morganza Bend, Baton Rouge, and Port Hudson on
the Mississippi River, and at Roca Chica Pass,
ordered

the

Brownsville, and on Brazos Santiago Island in the
On
southern end of Texas along the Rio Grande.
detached service he commanded six companies of
Infantry at Roca Chica Pass and Ringgold Barracks.
General Hudson participated in the battle of Palmetto
Ranche on the Rio Grande River May 11, 1865. That
was the last engagement of the war, and curiously
enough was fought close to the point where the initial
engagement of the Mexican war was contested. In
his honorable
.July, 1865, General Hudson was given
discharge.
After the

war he engaged in farming and stock
on a large scale in Wyandotte County for
about eight years. During a portion of that time
he served as a regent of the State Agricultural ColGeneral Hudson had much to do with reconlege.
stituting the management and plan of the college at
raising

Manhattan. He believed that the theoretical and sectarian interests which were emphasized in the original management of the institution would in time have
destroyed its usefulness, and he worked consistently
to get the college on a basis of administration which
would best serve the original object for which the
appropriation had been designed.
In 1871 he was elected to the Kansas House of
Representatives, and in 1874 received twenty-four
votes on a. joint ballot for Uuited States senator.
As proprietor and editor of the Topoka Capital he
gave nearly thirty years of his active life to journalIn 1895 he left the newspaper business and
ism.
afterward spent most of his time looking after his
mining and land interests in Missouri.
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In 1895 General Hudson was elected state
printer
of Kansas and held that office two years.
On May
29, 1898, President McKinley commissioned him a
brigadier general of volunteers to serve in the war
with Spain.
For this honor he received the almost
unanimous endorsement of the people of Kansas
and his appointment was urged by the governor,
by both United States senators and by tiie entire
congressional delegation without regard to politics.
Considering the many excellent qualifications of General Hudson as a military man, it is to be regretted, and it was a keen disappointment to him
and his friends, J;hat the path of duty did not take
him to the actual battle front during the war.
Soon after his appointment he was assigned to the
Fourth Army Corps, under command of Major General Coppinger at Tampa, Florida.
While in command of the Second Brigade of the Second Division

Fourth

Army Cor])S his most important duty was
prevent demoralization and disaster due to the
illness which afflicted the unseasoned troops in the
summer camps in a tropical climate. Both at
Tampa and later at Huntsville, Alabama, General
Hudson performed the duties assigned him in such
to

manner as to receive the highest commendation from
commanding general. He was mustered out in
November, 1898, and at once returned to his home in

the

Topeka.
General Hudson was long identified with the Grand
Army of the Republic. He was a republican in
politics.

At Wyandotte, Kansas, April 5, 1863, General
Hudson married Marj' W. Smith, also of Salem,
Ohio. General Hudson had an ideal home life. Mrs.
Hudson was a talented woman, has written for magazines and other publications, and with all her outside
interests she was a devoted wife and gave the best
of her character and talents to her home and family.
General and Mrs. Hudson had four children.
The
three now living are: Mrs. Dell Keizer of Kansas City,
Kansas; Paul Hudson; and Mrs. William C. Smith.
Mrs. Hudson, the widow of General Hudson, is now
The only son, Paul
living at Fresno, California.
Hudson,

is

editor of the

Mexican Herald,

in the City

of Mexico.
his home at
City, Missouri, since 1906 was one of the
constructive figures in Kansas from the close of the
Civil war until he retired from business.
Apart
from the individual interest of his career, his activities have had tlie greatest value in connection with
Junction City and that section of the state.
Before he had reached his majority he had left

Bertrand Rockwell, who has had

Kansas

school and entered the army, and came out witli tlie
Two weeks after being nuistered
rank of captain.
out, in September, 1865, Captain Rockwell reached
From there he wa^i carried
Leavenworth, Kansa.s.
by one of the Kansas stage line stages to various

towns and cities, visiting Lawrence, Topeka, ManHis
hattan, Junction City, and Council Grove.
object was to find a suitable location for business.
He finally cast his lot in with beautiful Junction
His first
City, then a town of 300 or 400 people.
task was to erect a frame building 20 by 50 feet.

Ten feet at the rear was partitioned off for a sleeping room. He was then unmarried and for several
The
years he lived and worked in one building.
rest of the space he filled up with a stock of groThis frame
ceries and men's furnishing goods.
building gave way to a. larger and better structure,
and B. Rockwell & Company attained its jiosition
among the foremost merchandise firms over all that
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For twenty-five years Captain
sixteen hours a day at his business
and his success prew in ])roportioii to his energy
and enterprise.
His father was also associated in
business with him for a time, and subsequently

a captain of the Seventh Missouri Cavalry. Soon
after the war he disposed of his business interests
at Warsaw and joined his son Cai)tain IJockwell at
Junction City, Kansas. He died there January lo,

George A. IJockwell, a brother of Captain RockIn 1802 the business was
well, became a partner.
incorporated as the B. Rockwell Merchandise &
Grain Company, with Capt. Bcrtrand Rockwell as
president, George Rockwell, his father, as first vice
president, and Georije A. Rockwell was second vice
president.
Cajitain Rockwell retired from the active
business in February-, 1905, and ^xas succeeded by
George A. Rockwell as president. This is one of the
oldest commercial enterprises of the state, with a
record of more than half .a century of existence.
Measured by the annual volume of its trade transactions, the business was hardly second to any similar est.ablishment in the larger cities of Kansas.
A number of years ago Captain Rockwell gave
to .lunction City a handsome token of his loyalty
to that community. He built for the Ladies Reading
Club a neat stone club house.
It is the only recorded instance in which such a structure was built
and donated by a man for a ladies organization.
The building was dedicated September 1, 1896. The
]>rcsident of the club at the time was Mrs. Newell
F. Green.
The principal address of the evening was
given by Noble L. Prentis, and it was an occasion
long to be remembered by those who attended, since
there were a number of people of prominence in
Kan.sas who participated in the program, much of
whicli was made up of reminiscences of bygone years
in Kansas life.
Capt. Bertrand Rockwell was bom at Warsaw,
Hancock County, Illinois, April 25, 1844. He is a
son of George and Catherine Cole (Westlake^ RockHis father was born at Ridgofield. Connectiwell.
cut, October 12, 1815, and his mother was born at
This
Newburgh, New York, November 16, 1820.
branch of the Rockwell family goes back to John
Rockwell who came from England to the Massachusetts colony about 1640 and subsequently resided at
Stamford, Connecticut. He died at Hyc, Now York,
in 1676.
In the earlier generations the lineage is
traced to Sir Ralph De Rocheville, a Norman knight
who went to England in the train of Queen Maud.
.John Rockwell the first American of the name, was
the father of .Tohn Jr., who died at Stamford, Connecticut, in 167.'?; Thomas, son of John Jr., was born
in St.amford, Connecticut, in 1667, and died there

Catherine C. Westlake, mother of Captain Rockwas a daughter of Rev. George Westlake, formerly of Newburgh, New York.
George Rockwell
and wife had several children who attained prominence.
Their daughter .iVnna Frances became the
wife of Lieut.-Gen. Adna R. Chaffee of the United
States Army, who commanded the American forces
in China when Pekin was captured.
Dr. Thomas H.
Rockwell rose to distinction as medical director of
Equitable Life Assurance Society of New York

section

of

Rockwell

Kansas.

i>ut in

.Tune 17, 1712: Thomas Jr., in the next generation,
was born in Norwalk, Connecticut, December 13,
1708, settled at Ridgofield, Connecticut, and died
there November 4, 1779; Lieutenant James, son of

Thomas. ,Tr., and great-grandfather of Bertrand
Rockwell, was bom at Ridgefield in 1750, attained
his rank as a soldier in the War of the
Revolution,
and died at Ridgefield November 25, 1808; Thomas
H. Rockwell, son of Lieutenant James, was bom at
Ridgefield Jfay 2, 1776. was a cabinet maker .and
farmer, and died at Ridgefield in 1865. George Rockwell, father of Captain Rockwell, was a teacher in
Connecticut and Illinois, in 1840 est.ablished a drug
store at Warsaw, Illinois, and a few years later
became a participant in the Mormon war in Illinois.
He was with the troops whicli killed .Toseph and
llyram Smith at Carthage. Illinois. .Tune 27, 1844.
He also served three years in the Civil war, being
with the Seventh Missouri Cavalry in
Missouri,
Arkansas, and Louisiana. He particijpated in numerrius battles and skirmishes and was mustered out as

1896.
well,

City.

Capt. Bertrand Rockwell received his early education in the Warsaw public schools of Illinois.
He
left school in order to enlist in the army. In August,
1861, he went with the Iowa Home Guard from
Chariton, Iowa, to Northern Missouri to repel the
rebel invasion.
On July 23, 1862, he enlisted as a
private in the Thirtv--fourth Iowa Infantry, and
was in service until mustered out as captain September 5, 1865. He was in Missouri, Tennessee, Alabama,
Florida,

Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, and Virginia,

and took part

in battles and skirmishes in all these
states except Virginia.
He had the unusual experience of witnessing five surrenders of Confederates.

These surrenders were: Arkansas Post, Arkansas,
January 11, 1863, where 4,760 Confederates surrenFort
dered;
Vicksburg, July 4, 1863, 31,600;
Gaines, Alabama, August 8, 1864, 900; Fort Morgan, Alabama, August 23, 1864, 1,000; and Blakely,
The Thirty-fourth
.\labama, April 9, 1865, 4,000.
Iowa Infantry had the honor of receiving the surrender of Morgan, and Captain Rockwell's Company
was the first to take possession of the fort after
its

surrender.

He

also participated in the last charge

of the War of the Rebellion at Blakely, Alabama.
Lee had surrendered three hours before the charge
was made. On the right of the Union lines was a
The
brigade of colored troops under General Pile.
Confederates seeing these colored soldiers advancing
at double quick with fixed bayonets, ran from that

portion of the line in order to surrender to white
soldiers.

Since the Civil war Captain Rockwell has been a
merchant, banker, lumber dealer, and contractor for
state and army supplies.
In all those years there
was only one in which expenses were more than
income.
That was in 1874, the year grasshoppers
devoured every green thing in Geary and adjacent
counties of Kansas and laid waste the entire state.
For several years Captain Rockwell was president
of the First National Bank of Junction City, Kansas, and has been a director in other national banks.
He is a man of broad interests and has cultivated
these interests by a varied participation in business
.and civic life and by much travel.
Captain Rockwell
has made four trips to Europe and made one tour
to Cliina, Japan and the Philippines. Though always
interested in local aff.airs he never held ofiice.
A
stanch republican, ho was a delegate to tlie National
Convention
at
in
1904, when
Republican
Chicago

Theodore Roosevelt

was

nominated for presiLodge No. 7 Ancient
Free and .\ccepted Masons at Junction City, is a
Knight Templar Mason, belongs to the Military
Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States,
Commandery of Kansas, and w.as its commander in
1900, and is aflSliated with Grand Army Post No.
dent.

Ho

is

a

member

first

of Union
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At Kansas City, Missouri,
132 at Junction City.
he has membership in the Kansas City Country Club,
Captain
the City Club, the Knife and Fork Club.
Eoekwell attends the Episcopal Church.
At Junction City, Kansas, September 29, 1870,
he married Julia Marshall Snyder. She is a daughter of George Snyder of Philadelpliia, Pennsylvania,
and Mary Love Scott of Bush HUl, Fairfax County,
Her mother's grandfather, Gustavus
Virginia.
in the early life of
Scott, was a very prominent man
our nation. lu 1795 he was one of the three compublic buildings, including the
In 1797 at the request of
capitol in Washington.
President Washington he gave his private name as
collateral security to Holland bankers who were not
satisfied with the state securities of Virginia and
Maryland which were being furnished to complete
a capitol building of the United States in Washington, District of Columbia.
Captain and Mrs. Rockwell have five daughters, all
of whom are living: Mrs. James R. Edwards of
Santa Rosa, California; Signora Carlo Gino Venanzi
of Assisi, Italy; Miss Mary Rockwell of Kansas
FranCity, Missouri; Mrs. Francis H. Crosby of San
cisco, California; and Mrs. John Beyers Love of
Kansas City, Missouri.
missioners to erect

in

Martin Van Buren Cagney, whose home has been
Emporia for the past thirty years, is an old time

printer, having first taken up the art of typography
when a boy before the Civil war, and has followed his
trade under many changing conditions and in many

For many years he has been proprietor of
a commercial printing establislunent at Emporia, and
has also been frequently honored with positions of
trust and responsibility in that city.
His own career has the interest of much variety
and he belongs to an interesting family. His father
Maurice Cagney was born in Ireland in 1818, and
became a sailor, and as a captain navigated different
His home for many years
vessels owned in Boston.
was on the Massachusetts coast, chiefly at Salem, in
which historic city his son Martin Van Buren was
born June 8, 1843.
In 1848 the family left Salem and removed to
Chicago, where Maurice Cagney owned and operated
a line of hacks and transfer wagons in that then
young and vigorously growing city. He later moved
There
to a farm twenty-two miles west of St. Louis.
he found himself in somewhat unpleasant surroundHe owned no slaves, was opposed to the instiings.
tution, but all his neighbors were slave owners and
they made it so unpleasant for him that in 1855 he
left the farm and went to Keokuk, Iowa, where he
resumed the transfer business. During the war he
removed to Kansas City, Missouri, where for the last
thirty years of his life he was retired from business.
His "death occurred in Kansas City in 1909, when at
the age of ninety-one years three months. Politically
he acted as a Douglas democrat before the war and
afterwards was a republican. He was a member of
Maurice Cagney married
the Presbyterian Church.
Mary Quinlivan, who was born in Scotland in 1814
and outlived her husband, reaching the remarkable age
She died at
of ninety-eight years three months.
Kansas City in 1912. Her five children were: Mary,
who died while the family were living near St. Louis,
her death occurring in a St Louis hospital; Martin
Van Buren; Thomas L., who enlisted and served durin a Missouri regiing the last two years of the war
ment of infantry, is now a member of Warren Post

localities.

Grand Army of the Republic at Kansas

City, Mis-
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where he resides and for many years was a first
engineer on steamboats plying both the lower and
upper courses of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers,
retiring from that vocation many years ago and now
owning real estate in Kansas City wliich enables him
to live in ease and comfort; T. M. Cagney, who is a
and Rose, wife of John
car builder at Kansas City
Ci'otty, of Kansas City, who is un expert blacksmith
and in earlier years was employed in making fine
souri,

;

steel chases.

Mr. Cagney spent his childhood and youth partly
on the Massachusetts coast, at Chicago, near St.
Louis and at Keokuk, Iowa. At the age of thirteen
he left the public schools and entered a printing ofSce
He
in Keokuk, where he learned the printer's trade.
went with the family to Missouri early in the war,
and served in the Missouri State Militia, being discharged with the rank of lieutenant in Company E
Sixty-fifth Regiment, Missouri State Militia.
After the war he followed his trade as a journeyman in Indiana, Ohio, Illinois and Missouri, and in
1886 came to Emporia, where for two years he was
foreman of the Emporia Republican, edited by exHe then bought a
Governor Charles V. Eskridge.
printing establishment which he has conducted ever
since, and his shop has been headquarters for high
class job printing for fully a quarter of a century.
His place of business is on Commercial Street between
Sixth and Seventh avenues.
Mr. Cagney was for some years a member of the
Emporia City Council and while a councilman was
He is a
elected mayor, filling that office two years.
republican, a member of the Lutheran Church, and is
aiEliated with Emporia Lodge No. 12, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons, Emporia Chapter No. 12,
Royal Arch Masons, Emjioria Commandery No. 8,
Knights Templar, Emporia Lodge No. 84, Ancient
Order United Workmen, and his interests have matured in the Triple Tie Insurance Organization.
In 1888 at Emporia Mr. Cagnej- married Miss
Amanda Weesner, daiighter of Cyrenus and Rebecca
Her parents reside at 728 Ex(Allen) Weeser.
change Street in Emporia. Mr. Weeser is employed
by the Santa Fe Railroad Company. Mr. and Mrs.
Cagney have one daughter, Edna, wife of Luther
Myser^ a resident of Des Moines, Iowa. Mr. Myser
travels for a wholesale china house and also owns a
half interest in the Myser Brothers China Store at
,

Emporia.
•

William Frank Flack, M. D. While the medical
profession for centuries has enlisted some of the most
profound minds of all times, modern discoveries and
developments have opened up new fields for the brilliant physician and surgeon, and many of this profession have turned their attention to particular
branches, specializing along certain lines. This development has been necessary, for the problems presented
in the calling today are so serious and difficult of
solution. that the average physician has not the expert
knowledge to handle all satisfactorily. For some years
past William Frank Flack, the pioneer physician of
Elk County, has been specializing in diseases of the
eve, and while he also carries on a general medical
and surgical practice at Longton, where he has been
located since 1885, it is perhaps in his particular
field that he has achieved his greatest distinction.
Doctor Flack was born at Wooster,

Wayne

County,

Ohio, April 18, 1857, and is a son of John and Nancy
The Flack family came from Ger(Russell) Flack.
many to America during Colonial days and located in
Pennsylvania, while the Russells had representatives
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in the patriot army during the War of the Revolution.
James Flack, the paternal Rrandfnther of Doctor

was liorn in Pennsylvania, iind was a jiioneer
Ohio, where he built the lirst mill in Wayne
County. This was owned by Mr. Flack and was operated by water power, and in connection therewith he
also carried on large farminf; operations, being tho
owner of much property. He died at Wooster, Ohio,
before the birth of his grandson.
John Flack, father of Doctor Flack, was born in
Pennsylvania, and was still a youth when he accomThere
panied his parents to Wayne County, Ohio.
he was engaged in farming until ]8()2, in wliich year
he removed to Greene County, Indiana, and in iSSl
located in Kansas, where he began farming near IndeHis death occurred in that locality in
pendence.
188.!.
He was a republican in politics, and his religious faith was that of the Unitcil Presbyterian
Flai'k,

into

Clnirch.

Mr. Flack married Miss Nancy Russell, who

was born

in Ohio, and died at Indepencicnce the s;ime
year as her husband, and they were the parents of
the following children:
William Frank; Mary, who
died at Independence, Kansas, as the wife of the late

Tom

Clifford, who was a farmer; James, who was a
farmer and mail carrier and died at Longton Gordon,
who is superintendent of the water works at Caney,
Kansas; Mattie, who is the wife of Frank Rrewster,
a leading contractor and builder of Indei)onili'ncc, with
numerous large contracts to his credit; John, who
is proprietor of a plumbing establishment at Bartlesville, Oklahoma; and Ella, who lives in California.
The early education of William F. Flack was obtained in the public schools of Greene County, Indiana,
and at Bloomington (Indiana) High School. In 18S1
he came to Kansas and for a short time worked at the
carjienter "s trade at Independence, but soon resumed
his stuilies, this time for the niciliciil profession, and
in ISS.l was graduated from the Electric Medical College, Cincinnati, Ohio, from wliich he was graduated
with his degree.
He first began jiractice at Longton, and here has continued to carry on his profession,
with ever increasing success. When he began practice here he started as a stranger in a new field, and
has grown in reputation and patronage until he now
:

commands
this

the entire confidence of the people
He has kept well alireast of

locality.

all

over

modern

developments in medicine anil surgery, and having a
complete library and all the current jirofessional
publications, has continued his nu>dical researches with
In the search for clearer
constancy and assiduity.
vision and larger capacity for usefulness, he has taken
postgraduate courses at the Chicago Policlinic, in
1892 .and 189."?, specializing in diseases of the eye, and
in this field is wideh' known.
In manner he is genial
and optimistic, traits which contribute materially to
his business as well as social success.
Doctor Flack
holds membership in the Elk County Medical Society,
the Kansas State Medical Society, the American Medical Association and the Eclectic Medical Society of
Kansas. He has frequently been the incumbent of
official positions of trust and importance in connection
with his )irofession, having been a member of the
Board of Medical Examination and Registration of
Kans.os, under Governor Bailey, and serving as health
officer of

member

Longton for fourteen years.

He

also

was

of the school board for seven years, during
which time much was done to improve the local
school system.
In political matters he supports the
principles and candidates of the republican party. As
a fraternalist. Doctor Flack is a prominent Mason,
belonging to Longton Lodge, .\ncient Free and
Accepted Masons; Howanl Chapter, Royal Arch Ma!i

Saint Bernard Conimandery No. 10, Knights
Templar, of Independence; and Abdullah Temple,
Ancient Arabic Order Xobles of the Mystic .Shrine,
of Leavenworth. In addition to his residence on Fifth
Street, he is the owner of a farm of 120 acres located
1'/. miles northeast of Longton.
Doctor Flack was married at Kansas City, Missouri, in 1886, to Mrs. Sarah (Brown) Switzer, daughter of the late W. A. Brown, of Michigan, who was
an agriculturist. To this union there have been born
two sons: Dr. Frank, a successful practicing physician and surgeon of Coffey ville, Kans:is; and Russell,
who resides at Elk City, Kansas, and is engaged in
business as an insurance agent.
sons;

William Lester Kellogg. The superintendent of
motive power of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad, William L. Kellogg, has worked his way to his
At the
jiresent j)osition through his own initiative.
outset of his career he had no favorable infiuences to
assist him, and he has depended upon no happy circumstances to aid him in his promotion. The chances
he has had have been the chances that have come to
every man who has been jilaeed in a position similar
to his own; the reason that he h:us gone further than
some of his fellow workmen is due to the fact that
when these chances arose he had the foresight to
recognize them and the .ability to fill the positions
which they offered.
William Lester Kellogg is an Ohioan, born at
18G9, a son of Franklin .1. and
Alliance, February
(Catherine M. (Mather) Kellogg.
He is of Scotch
descent and i.< a representative of a family which was
founded in .\mcrica prior to the Revolutionary war.
His grandfather, William Kellogg, was born in 1787,
in Pennsylvania, from which state he removed to
Ohio, where he was a superintendent of mines.
He
,'i,

retired

in

1877 and moved to his home at Alliance,

Franklin J. Kellogg
Ohio, where he died in 1881.
was born in 1832, in Pennsylvania, and was reared
and educated in the Keystone State.
He went to
-Mliance, Ohio, as a young man and was there married, beginning his career upon a farm in the vicinity of that city, where his enterjirise led him into the
oiier:ition of a dairy and a general store.
His inclinations led him to Kansas in 1883, and, settling at
Eldorado, he becanu' one of the most substantial men
of the community, both from the standpoint of holding ]iroperty and from the viewpoint of good citizen-

He accumulated

large properties in city realty
jiroperties in different parts of Kansas, in
order to take care of which he removed to Topeka in
1890 and resided in that city until 1804. In 1896 he
retired and took up his residence at Los Angeles,
Mr.
California, where his death occurred in 1914.
ship.

and farm

Kellogg was

.a republican who voted the straight ticket
but did not look for favors at the hands of his party.
Throughout his life he was an active member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. He married Miss Catherine M. Mather, who was born at Alliance, Ohio, in
1839, and died at Topekri, Kansas, at the age of fiftyfour years, and they were the parents of two children:
Daniel P. and William L. Daniel P. Kellogg,
like his brother, has been a railroail man all of his
life.
He started at the bottom of the ladder in learning the railroad business with the Missouri Pacific
Railroad, in Kansas, and at the present time is master
mechanic for the Southern Pacific Railroad at Los
Angeles, California.
William L. Kellogg received his education in the
public schools of Eldorado, Kansas, :ind he and his
brother had as a classmate the noted William Allen
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White, now of Emporia, Kansas. A warm friendship
sprang up between tlie three boys and time has not
served to chill its glow. After his graduation from
the Eldorado High School, in 1887, Mr. Kellogg devoted himself to learning the machinist's trade, in
the shops of the Missouri Pacific Railroad, at Fort
Scott and Eldorado. He gained some valuable experience as a locomotive fireman, but left this position
in 1891 to go to St. Paul, Minnesota, where, after a
'short period of firing he was given an engineer's run,
and subsequently was promoted to foreman of the
His all-round ability, fidelity and exroundhouse.
tensive knowledge combined to gain him still further
promotion, and he was made road foreman of engines
at St. Paul, holding that post until 1900, when he
went to the Iron Mountain Railroad as master mechanic. After 1% years, Mr. Kellogg was recalled to
the Missouri Pacific, where he remained as master
mechanic, with headquarters at Fort Scott, Kansas,
until 1905.
That year saw his appointment as superintendent of motive power for the Pere Marquette and
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad, at Detroit,
His excellent services there were recogMichigan.
nized and appreciated by the Missouri, Kansas &
Texas Railroad, which sent for him to take a like
He now has
position with them in November, 1912.
his headquarters at Parsons and has charge of the
locomotive and car departments of the entire system.
Mr. Kellogg holds a responsible position, and it is
one for which his training and experience well fits
him.
Having worked his way up from the bottom
he is able to appreciate the difficulties surrounding
the various departments and is capable of rectifying

any discrepancies.

Mr. Kellogg is a railroad man through and through.
is a member of the Master Mechanics Association, the Master Car Builders A.ssociation, the Traveling Engineers Association and the American Railway Fuel Association. The spirit of fraternalism has
led him into Masonry, in which he has attained to the

He

thirty-second degree, being a member of Cincinnati
Lodge No. 542, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;

Cincinnati Chapter No. 97, Royal Arch Masons; Cincinnati Commandery No. 3, Knights Templar; Valley
of Cincinnati Consistory; and Syria Temple, Ancient
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Cincinnati. He also holds membership in the Commercial
Club, and is a republican in his political allegiance.
He is interested as a stockholder in several oil companies.

Mr. Kellogg was married

New York

City,

in

in Old Trinity Church,
1911, to Miss Sylvia Woodruff,

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Woodruff, both of
whom died in 1912. Prior to his death Mr. Woodruff
had charge of the water service department of the
Pere Marquette Railroad at Saginaw, Michigan. Mr.
and Mrs. Kellogg are the parents of three children:
William Howard, born .lanuary 19, 1912; Clara
Louise, born October 21, 1914; and Russell Harding,
born October 21, 1914, the latter two twins.

Frank

E. Bodlet.

The men upon whose shoulders

rest the responsibility for prosperity and advancement
along every line of commercial and industrial activity

are the captains of industry and finance who are in
command of the armies which are fighting to i>reserve
the nation 's standing among the countries of the
earth,
as well as against those foes to established
currency
and methods of transacting business. Without them
and their sound, conservative policies, the country
would be at the mercy of every irresponsible, unscrupulous speculator or visionary idealist.
As is but
natural, the financiers of the country 's great cities
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are the ones called upon principally to bear the greatamount of this responsibility, but the smaller communities contribute their share according to their size
and progressive spirit, and throughout the State of
Kansas there are found communities whose citizens
9re serving faithfully and well in the financial ranks.
Among these at Chanute in Neosho County is found
F. E. Bodley, president of the Peoples-Home State
Bank of Chanute and a well and favorably known
banker whose operations have been extensive and imest

portant and whose reputation rests upon many years
of upright and honorable dealing.
Mr. Bodley was born April 24, 1859, at Princeton,
In
Illinois, son of 0. J. and Amelia (Uhler) Bodley.
1889 he became interested in banking, at Quenemo,
Osage County, where he remained for years as jiresident of the Farmers State Bank. In 1905 he came to
Chanute to become vice president of the Bank of Commerce and resigned that position and was made president of the Peoples-Home State Bank, an office which
holds at the present time. Mr. Bodley is widely known
in banking circles as a man of high
ability, careful,
conservative, farseeing and possessing excellent judgment. The Peoi>les-Home State Bank, the policies of
which he is so ably directing, was established in 1906
as the Peoples State Bank and was merged with the
Home State Bank in 1907, the latter having been established in 1903.
Today the capital and surplus is
$60,000 and deposits are over one-half million dollars.
The officers are: F. E. Bodley, president; J. L. Barnes,
vice president H. C. Bodley, cashier and J. E. Wood,
assistant cashier.
The banking house was erected in
1906 by Mr. Bodley for the bank, and he still owns it,
this structure being situated at the corner of Main
Street and Santa Fe Avenue.
It is a modern bank
building, of brick and Carthage stone, the bank being
located on the first floor of the building.
In 1886, near Ottawa, Kansas, Mr. Bodley was married to Miss Laura Copple, daughter of the late John
and Emma (Rasdell) Copple, and to this union there
has been born one son:
Harold C, a graduate of
St. John 's Military Academy, Salina, Kansas, who
is cashier of the Peoples-Home State Bank of Chanute
and one of the prominent and rising young business
men of the city.
;

;

Hon. Ben S. Paulen. Each individual, under a
democratic form of government, 7>ossesses an equal
chance for public advancement. 'There is no reason
why any man, providing that he possess real ability
and sound .judgment, cannot aspire to the highest
position in the land, but while this is true theoretically, in actuality it is the one who has always been
a little in advance of his associates and has developed
his faculties beyond the ordinary who forges ahead
and is placed by the people in positions of honor and
In this connection the foregoing is
responsibility.
true of Hon. Ben S. Paulen, one of the leading merchants of Fredonia and vice president of the Wilson
County Bank.
Long prominent in commercial and
financial circles, he demonstrated that he was possessed
of abilities far beyond the ordinary, and reached an
honorable goal in 1912 when elected to a seat in the
Kansas State Senate from the Thirteenth District
and to which office he has recently been re-elected,
being the first senator to succeed himself from this
as the counties of Wilson and Masha had
rotated the senator.
Senator Paulen was born on a farm in DeWitt
County, Illinois, July 14, 1869, and is a son of J. W.
His grandfather
and Lucy B. (.Johnson) Paulen.
district,

was Diebold Paulen, who was horn at Strassburg,
Ahsace Lorraine, and after serving in the German
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reirular army emigrated
settled near Springfield,

to

the United

States

Sangamon County,

and

Illinois,

where lie passed tlie remainder of his life in farming.
He was the first of the family to come to the United
States, was a pioneer of Sanganuin County, and belonged to the sturdy, home-loving type of his race

who made good and substantial citizens and whose
labors have done much in the settlement and improvement of new sections of the country.
J. W. Paulen. father of Senator Paulen, was born
September 8, 18;!9, on a farm in Sangamon County,
and was reared and educated in the vicinity
tic was brought up as a farmer and
when ready to enter upon his own career engaged in
agricultural pursuits, first in Sangamon and later in
DeWitt County. From the latter he came to Kansas
in 1869, settling in Wilson County on a farm four
Illinois,

of Springfield,

miles south of Fredonia. On this tract of 160 acres
he resided for five years, at the end of which time
he was elected clerk of the District Court and moved
When his term of five
into the Town of Fredonia.
years expired, Mr. Paulen embarked in the banking
business at Fredonia and continued therein for three
years, but disposed of his interests in that direction
to give his full attention to the real estate business,
In 1879 he also
in which he had become interested.
entered mercantile affairs when he opened a hardware
establishment, located on the west side of the jiublic
square. In 1914 he sold out the hardware stock, and
is now engaged in the general mercantile business, in
partnership with liis son, Ben S. They h.ave built up
an excellent trade, which covers the entire city and

Mr. Paulen is favorably
a shrewd merchant who
the most of his opportunities, but whose business dealings are always prosecuted in an honorable
and straightforward manner. He is a republican in
his political views and has long been active and
prominent in the ranks of his party, having held a
number of minor i>ositions as well as being Mayor
of Fredonia for two terms. Fraternally, he is affiliated with Constellation Lodge No. 95, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons; Kilwinning Chapter No. 44,
Royal Arch Masons; Abal Del Kader Commandery
No. 26, Knights Templar; and Mirza Temple, Ancient
Arabic Order of the Noble Mystic Shrine, Pittsburg,
K,ansas; and to the Ancient Order of United Workmen. While living in Illinois, Mr. Paulen enlisted in
the One Hundred and Thirtieth Regiment, Volunteer
Infantry, and served two years ?_nd eleven months as
a Union soldier during the Civil war. He was in the
its

surrounding territory.

known
makes

in business circles, as

Siege of Vicksburg, took part in many other important engagements, and during Banks' Red River
Campaign was made a prisoner at Sabine Cross Roads
and held by the enemy for fourteen months at Tyler,
Texas, until his exchange could be effected. His war
record was an excellent one. Mr. Paulen married Miss
Lucy B. Johnson, who wa.s born in 1848, at Frankfort,
Kentucky, and to this union there were born six children: Ben S., of this review; Laura E., who resides
at Alva, Oklahoma, wife of Fred N. Howell, a teacher
in the Oklahoma Normal School; Minnie, the wife
of C. E. Burke, bank printer with the Burke Printing Company, a large and well known firm of Fredonia; Mildred, who is the wife of .Tames L. Fit.zmorris, a farmer of Fall River, Kansas; Ray, who
and Blanche, who
resides on a farm ne.a.r Fredonia
is the wife of Dr. C. A. Thomas, a practicing physician and surgeon of Fredoni.o.
Ben S. Paulen was thoroughly trained in his youth
for his struggle with life, first attending the graded
and high schools of Fredonia, from which latter he
;

was graduated

then going to the Kansas
later taking a course in
the Saint Louis Business College. In 1889 he entered
business with his father, with whom he has continued
to be associated to the jiresent time.
The store now
occupies a floor space 60 by 100 feet, and is stocked
with an attractive line of general merchandise, well
arranged, tastefully chosen and popularly priced,
and the business has grown to be the largest of its
kind in Fredonia and this part of the state. As a
business man who was progressive, enterprising and
energetic, Mr. Piulen began attracting the attention
of the jieojile, who soon discovered him possessed of
in 1887,
I'niversity for one term,

and

As a member of the city council
city treasurer of Fredonia he verified these
and
suspicions,
finally was elected mayor, a position
official possibilities.

and as

which ho held for three terms, during which time he
did much to advance the civic and material interests
of Fredonia. In 1912 he became the candidate of the
rc[)ublican party for the office of state senator from
the Thirteenth Senatorial District, and so faithfully
and well did he discharge the duties of that office that
he received the reelection in 1916. During his first
term, Senator Paulen was chairman of the Committee
on Printing, and a member of the committees on Cities
of the Second Class, Banks and Banking, Oil and Gas,
Public Buildings, Municipal Corporations and Engrossed Bills. He was connected writh much important
legislation, and introduced and championed the bill
for cities of tlie second class to levy special taxes for
the puri)Ose of purchasing fire apparatus; the bank
check bill which provides a punishment for overdrawing a bank account by check; and the bill for
the adoption of the Massachusetts ballot.
Senator
Paulen is now on the following committees: chairCommittees
and
Rules
member
man,
Committee;
Ways
and Means, Cities of the Second Class, Banks and
Federal
and
State
Affairs
and
Gas
and
Oil
Banking,
He has been appointed by Governor
committees.
Capper as state inspector of oils for a four year
term beginning April 1, 1917.
Senator Paulen belongs to Constellation Lodge No.
Kill winning
9.'), Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
Chapter No. 44, Royal Arch Masons; Abal Del Lade»
Commandery No. 26, Knights Templar; and Mirza
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine, at Pittsburg, Kansas, and is a thirty-second
degree Mason, belonging to Consistory No. 1, Wichita.
Senator Paulen is a trustee of the Wilson County
He has been connected with some big
Hospitiil.
business enterprises, and at this time is vice president of the Wilson County Bank and of the Fredonia
He resides in his own
Ice and Light Company.
modern home at No. 41;) Eleventh Street, and is the
owner of much other property.
On February 14, 1900, Mr. Paulen was married at
Holton, Kansas, to Miss Barbara Ellis, daughter of
the late E. T. and Thurza Ellis, of Holton, both of
whom are now deceased. Mr. Ellis, who was in
business at Holton for a number of years and was
a Union veteran of the Ci\il war, was better known
as
as

Judge Ellis, because of
a justice of the peace.

his

many years

of service

Hon.' .Tohn T. Denton. While John T. Denton
has been a staid and substantial banker, business
man and public spirited citizen of Grenola and Elk
County for over thirty years, he has covered a great
of territory in the course of his earlier experiand he came through difficulties and hardships
on the road to success. He was loft an orphan boy
in Kentucky, was reared in the home of relatives.
ileal

ences,
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started out to

make

his

own way

in the

world when

and has always considered it fortunate that
he came to Kansas in the early days of tlie state,
and has found his real destiny iu her commonwealth.
Mr. Denton was born at Wyoming, Bath County,
Kentucky, March 9, 1850. His ancestors were English people who settled in Virginia iu Colonial days.
His great-grandfather was born in Virginia', and as a
young man crossed the mountains into Kentucky.
Mr. Denton 's grandfather was William Denton, who
spent many years of his life in Kentucky as a farmer,
sixteen,

but died at Huntsville, Indiana, in 1850.
Abraham Denton, the father of the Grenpla banker,
was born in Bath County, Kentucky, and died at
Wyoming in that locality in 1855. He spent all his
life in Bath County, was a farmer, stockman, merchant and a hotel proprietor. In politics he was a
whig, a follower of the great Henry Clay, and was a
member of the Christian Church. His wife, Elizabeth
Barber, spent her life in Kentucky, dying at Wyoming
in 1852. Thus John T. Denton was two years of age
when his mother died and five years old when he lost
his father. He was tlie youngest of six children. William, the oldest, a soldier in the Civil war, became a
farmer, and died in I^ewis County, Kentucky, in 1872.
Jane, who now lives at Owensville, Kentucky, is the
widow of John Jackson, who was a farmer. James,
who died in May, 1915, in Marshall County, Kansas,
was a pioneer farmer and stockman in that county,
and was a local leader in the republican party, serving
as township trustee.
Magdaline, who died in Bath
County, Kentucky, during the '80s, was the wife of
Eliza,
George Jackson, a farmer also deceased.
who died in Fleming County, Kentucky, in the '80s,
married Robert P. Finley, a farmer now deceased.
After the death of his parents Jolm T. Denton was
reared by Reuben and Jane Denton in Kentucky.
Reuben Denton, who was a double cousin to Abraham
As a
Denton, died in 1862, and his wife in 1875.
boy in their home at Wyoming, Kentucky, John T.
Denton attended the public schools, but in 1866 he
removed to Hancock County, Illinois, and for a time
attended the high school at Hamilton in that county.
At the age of sixteen he began working for himself
on farms and in other occupations, and in 1870 went
west to San Francisco, California. He was employed
in a hotel, spent six months in the gold mines of
Nevada, and for four years was foreman on a cattle
ranch near Portland, Oregon.
In 1875 Mr. Denton returned to Kentucky to visit
Jane Denton on her deathbed, the woman who had
made a home for him during his childhood and for
whom he felt the affection of a son to a mother. In
1876, in Kentucky, Mr. Denton married Miss Leah
Elizabeth Havens, daughter of Alfred and Maria
(Lloyd) Havens, both of whom are now deceased.
Her father was a farmer.
For several years after his marriage Mr. Denton and
wife had to struggle for ,a living. Following his marriage he returned to Hancock County, Illinois, spent
one year as a farmer there, and when he came to
Kansas in 1877 his principal capital consisted of a
horse.
This horse he traded for a claim and water
hole in Cowley County. This claim was situated sixteen miles west of Grenola. He worked his claim and
went through all the hardships of early farming until
1884, and in that time had brought his quarter section
to a reasonable degree of improvement and cultivaIn the meantime he had acquired other lands
tion.
and had developed a large ranch.
Mr. Denton has been a banker at Grenola since
1884.
In that year he brought about the organiza-
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tion of the Grenola State Bank, and has been its
active head for many years.
The officers of this institution are: J. E. Denton, president; D. E. Ware, of
Grenola, vice president; Alfred A. Denton, cashier;
Wellington B. Denton, assistant cashier. The bank
has a capital stock of $20,000, surplus and undivided

and it is a bank which has rendered
a splendid service to the community and it has
weathered allthe financial storms since it was founded.
In 1910 the bank erected its modern home on Main
profits of $5,100,

Street.

Prosperity seems to attend the efforts of John Tj
in whatever direction they turn.
He has
always been one of the prominent farmers and stockmen of this part of Kansas, and he owns farms
aggregating 1,500 acres in Elk County. His fine home
is situated two 1 docks north of the bank in Grenola.
Mr. Denton luis long been prominent in republican
In 1896 he was
politics in his part of the state.
chairman of the County Central Committee of Elk
County, and has served on various other party committees for a number of years. In 1907 he was elected
a member. of the State Senate, and by re-election continued in that oflSce for eight years, his present term
expiring January 1, 1917. In the Senate he has served
on the Banks and Banking Committee, the Congres-

Denton

sional, Judicial and Legislative Apportionment Committee, the Mines and Mining Committee, the Oil and
Gas Committee and the committee on Claims and Accounts.
Whenever the Legislature has been in session John T. Denton has been accounted one of the
strong and influential men of the Senate.
He rendered an important service to the state at
large when in 1915 he was asked to represent the
Kansas commissioners on the ground at the Panama
Exposition at San Francisco and San Diego. Senator

Denton had introduced and had been influential in
securing the appropriation by the Kansas Legislature
for these expositions, and he remained in California
from June 1st until December 4, 1915, looking after
the financial and social interests of the state and lending all his expert skill as a business man to the
adjustment of the matters entrusted to his care.
Senator Denton is a member of the Kansas State
and American Banking associations. His fraternal
relations are with Canopy Lodge, No. 248, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, at Grenola, with Wichita
Consistory, No. 2, of the thirty-second degree Scottish
Rite, with Midian Temple of the Mystic Shrine at
Wichita: with Grenola Lodge No. 86, Ancient Order
United Workmen; the Degree of Honor, and the AntiHorse Thief Association.
Mr. Denton has two sons, both of whom are now
associated with him in banking and are able young
financiers.
Alfred A. is cashier, while Wellington B.
is assistant cashier of the Grenola State Bank.
Mr. Denton and his sons are also heavily engaged in
the stock business.
Mr. Denton has been identified
with this vocation for many years and has become
as one of the largest stock dealers in
Southern Kansas. During the past year he handled

recognized

2,000 cattle.

Fr.ink Wili,i.\m Boss. Among the county officials
of Cherokee County, one whose pre^vious record, general qualifications for ability and character, gave^ at
the time of his election, in 1912, every ground for a
successful career, and whose discharge of the duties
of his office has since vindicated the faith placed in
Mr.
him, is Frank William Boss, county attorney.
Boss has the reputation of being an indefatigable
worker, combining scholarship with an active energy
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and forceful personality, and these

qualities have
been niiii-h esteemed in an office in whiih the people of
the county liave endeavored to plaie men who would
lend thorough integrity and ]iraetical efficiency to the

enforced the law without fear or favor and during
his four years of office has shown himself a courageous, energetic and entirely capable official, with a
realization of the responsibilities placed in his hands.
Mr. Boss offices are in the Court House, while his
residence, which he owns, is at No. 519 Kansas Avenue.
Fraternally Mr. Boss is connected with Scammon
Lodge No. 351, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
Fort Scott Consistory Xo. C, thirty second degree,
Pittsburg; and Mirza Temple, Ancient Arabic Order
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and with the Knights of
Pythias, of Columbus.
In 1899, at Cliicago, Illinois, Mr. Boss was married to Miss Alice Lehr, daughter of H. A. and
Eleanor (Carnahan) Lehr, of Bremen, Indiana. Mr.
Lehr was for some years county auditor of Marshall
County, Indiana, but is now living retired. Mr. and
Mrs. Boss are the parents of two children: Marcellus
G., born January 24. 1901, who is now a junior in the
Cherokee County High School, and Eleanor Marv,
born October 12, 1916.
'

administration.

Mr. Boss was born at Plymouth, the county seat of
Marshall County, Indiana, January 4, 1874, and is a
son of John and Mary (Conrad
Boss, and a grandson of a native of the Canton of Berne, Switzerland,
who came to the United States and spent his latter
years in farming in Kosciusko County, Indiana, where
John Boss, the father of Frank W., -was
he died.
corn in 1839, in Berne. Switzerland, and was twelve
years of age when brougiit to the United States by his
He had commenced his education in his
parents.
native land, and it was completed in the district
schools of Kosciusko County, Indiana, where he was
reared to manhood and brought up as a farmer. At
the time of his marriage, he engaged in farming on
his own account, in Kosciusko County, but some time
thereafter removed to Marshall County, Indiana, and
Ho possessed the
located on a farm near Plymouth.
racial characteristics of industry and honorable dealing, and through persistent and well-directed effort
succeeded in the development of a good farm and the
Mr. Boss confounding of a comfortable home.
tinued to be engaged in agricultural pursuits until
1900, when, feeling that he had done his share in the
world's work, he retired from active affairs and moved
to his home at Plymouth, where he now resides.
In
the several communities in which Mr. Boss has made
his home he has shown himself a public-spirited citizen, who has been willing to aid good movements, and
.is a generous anil kindly friend and neighbor.
He
is a republican, but politics has played but little
part
in his life, his activities therein being jirincipally confined to the casting of his vote.
Mr. Bogs married
Miss Mary Conrad, who was born in 1842, in Kosciusko
County, Indiana, and died at Plymouth, that state,
in 1914.
They became the jiarents of the following
children:
Rose, who married C. W. Wade, a retired
farmer of Plymouth, Indiana; Laura, a teacher in
the city schools of Plymouth, who makes her home
with her father; Ella, who is the wife of F. K. Gam,
president of a trust company at Chicago. Illinois;
Lizzie, who married W. F. Walter, and resides at
Bremen, Indiana, where Mr. Walter is engaged in the
mercantile business; Jacob H., a graduate of the
Chicago College of Physicians and Surgeons, and now
a practicing physician of the Illinois metropolis;
Frank William, of this notice; and Carrie, who is a
teacher in the city schools of Plymouth, Indiana.
Frank William Boss was brought up on the home
farm in Marshall County, Indiana, and secured his
primary education in the' public schools of that vicinity.
Subsequently he pursued a course at the
Ph-mouth High School, from which he was duly graduated in 1894, and immediat<?ly thereafter entered the
law department of the University of Michigan, at Ann
Arbor, where he remained three years.
Graduated
with the class of 1897 and the degree of Bachelor of
Laws, he returned to Plymouth and after some further
preparation embarked upon the practice of law in
his home community.
He remained there for seven
years and then secured an appointment to the position
of inspector of immigration in the eastern
part of
the Mexican border, there remaining for three
years.
In 1910 Mr. Boss located at Scammon, Kansas, where
he practiced for two years and served in the
capacity
i

of city attorney, and in 1912, upon his election to
the office of county attorney, on the republican
ticket,
came to his present location at Columbus. He has

S.^MUEL Brownlee Fisiieb of Parsons, consulting
engineer of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad
Company, is one of the eminent railway engineers of
America. He has had nearly fifty years of active experience and has been identified with the construction
of various railway lines in the West and East.
He comes of an old Scotch family of Covenanter
stock.
On the maternal side his ancestors were the
Brownlees, who were Covenanters in Scotland and were
exiled because of their religious belief and settled in
Mr. Fisher's gre.it-great-grandfather
Pennsylvania.
in the maternal line, George Wilie, was a soldier in
the Revolutionary war, and another member of this
same family was Colonel Thompson, an aide to General
Mr. Fisher's maternal grandfather,
Washington.
.Samuel Brownlee, w.as born in Washington, Pennsylvania, in 1792, and spent all his life on a farm in that
rugged district of Southwestern Pennsylvania, dying
in 1855.
He was an active abolitionist in the days
t)efore the Civil war and was a member of the Associate Branch of the Presbyterian Church.
Samuel
Brownlee married Ann Wilie, who was born and died
at Washington, Pennsylvania.
Tlie father of Mr. Fisher was Rev. .Jacob P. Fisher,
who was born in Ohio in 1808, but was reared and
married in Washington, Pennsylvania. He was a minister of that branch of Presbyterianism formerly
known ,as the Associ<ate Church. He was also actively
identified with the abolition cause. His death occurred
in Washington, Pennsylvania, in 1853.
Rev. Mr.
Fisher married Jane "Thompson Brownlee, who was
born in Washington, Pennsylvania, in 1820. She died
in 1888 while visiting in Montana, her home at that
time being in Washington, Pennsylvania. Samuel B.
Fisher was the older of the two sons. His brother,

George McVey Fisher, is a farmer at Kalispel, Montana, is a graduate of Washington and Jefferson College and is also .a Presbyterian minister.
Samuel Brownlee Fisher was born October 24, 1846,
while his parents resided at Cherry Fork, Ohio.
He

grew up

in

Southwestern Pennsylvania near Washing-

ton, attended the district schools there, and in 1868
graduated B.achelor of Science from Washington and
.lefferson College at Washington.
That splendid old
institution has honored him with other degrees because
of his prominence in his profession. In 1871 he received the degree master of science, and in 1908 his

alma mater conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of
Science.

The years 1869-71 Mr. Fisher spent

in learning

a

uRK
,'

f'ui.^.^
v-^or,
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foundations;:
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trade with the Rogers Locomotire Works at Paterson,
New Jersey. From 1873 to 1885 he was in the engineering department of the Pennsylvania lines west
of Pittsburg. Prom 1885 to 1890 he was chief engineer of the Milwaukee & Northern Railway. He was
chief engineer of the Soo lines at Minneapolis, MinDuring 1893-94 he was
nesota, from 1890 to 1892.
chief engineer of the Everett & Monte Christo Railway
in the Puget Sound district of Washington.
Mr. Fisher has been connected with the Missouri,
Kansas & Texas Railway Company for the past twenty
In 1895 he lived in Parsons a few months
years.
representing that company, but from 1896 to 1912
was chief engineer with headquarters at St. Louis.
Since 1912 he has been chief engineer of construction
and was also chairman of the valuation committee. In
1916 he becajne consulting engineer, and has had his
He still owns his home
offices in Parsons since 1915.
in St. Louis.
Mr. Fisher is a member of the American Society of
Civil Engineers, belongs to the Engineers Club of St.
Louis, and to the Association of American Railway
Engineers. He is a republican and is an elder in the
Second Presbyterian Church of St. Louis.
In 1881 in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, he married Miss
Agnes Crooks, daughter of James and Anna Crooks,
both now deceased. Her father was a farmer. Mrs.
Fisher died at St. Louis in 1906, leaving two children:
Brovralee, who completed his education in Washington
University at St. Louis, is now secretary of the Van
Zandt Gas Appliance Companj- of St. Louis, and is
Ann P., who
also a lieutenant in the Naval Reserve.
lives with her father, graduated A. B. from Washington University at St. Louis.

Charles N. Converse.
banking

all

Identified with banks

through his business

life,

and

Charles N. ConState Bank of

verse,
president of the Citizens
Altoona, Kansas, is widely known in financial circles

where his judgment

and

is

deemed sound and accurate,

his reputation has long

been that of a forcible,
able and efficient business man.
Charles N. Converse was born at Clinton, Illinois,
His parents were Henry E. and
June 22, 1863.
Clara (Weaver) Converse, and his grandfathers were
John Converse and Solomon Weaver.
Solomon
Weaver emigrated from Germany in boyhood and
grew up at Clinton, Illinois, in which neighborhood
he engaged in farming and there lie died in 1883.
On the paternal side the family traces its ancestry
to France and when the first of the name, two brothers, came together to the American colonies, they
spelled it Congiers. The brothers separated, one settling at Boston, Massachusetts, and the other at
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
John Converse, the paternal grandfather, was born
at Woburn, Massachusetts, February 14, 1813, and
died at Clinton, Illinois, in June, 1880.
He was an
early settler in DeWitt County, Illinois, and a pioneer shoemaker at Clinton.
He was a member of
the Baptist Church and a good and worthy citizen.
He married Eurania Nelson, who was born at Sutton, Massachusetts, in 1815, and died at Clinton,
Of their family of children one
Illinois, in 1890.
survives, Frank H., a resident of Decatur, Illinois,
a retired contractor and builder. During the Civil
war he served as a member of the Eleventh Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.
The grandmother of
Charles N. Converse, was a direct descendant of the
great British admiral. Lord Horatio Nelson, and
belonged also to the same ancestry as did the brave
American General Putnam.
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Henry E. Converse, father of Charles N. Conwas born at Woburn, Massachusetts, January
8, 1836, and his death occurred at Burlington, KanHe was reared at Maiden,
sas, January 8, 1909.

verse,

until

he

after which

lie

accompanied his people to
went into railroad work as
an engineer and conductor and during the Civil war
Massachusetts,
Illinois,

served in the latter capacity on the Cliicago & Alton
Railroad.
For a short time afterward he engaged
in farming near Clinton, in 1863-4, but returned to
railroading and continued until 1907, when he retired, removing then to Burlington, Kansas, where he
died January 8, 1909.
He belonged to the Masonic
fraternity and to the Brotherhood of Loeomoti%-e
In politics he was one of the old-line
Engineers.
He was a broadminded, well informed
republicans.
man with marked sterling traits of character.
Henry E. Converse married Clara Weaver, who
was born in 1840, in Union County, Ohio, and died
at Clinton, Illinois, in 1898.
They were the parents
of three children: Clara, who is the wife of A. H.
Peck, who is a contractor and builder at Bloomington, Illinois; Charles N., of Altoona; and Frank,
who died at Shreveport, Louisiana, when aged fortyseven years.
He was a locomotive engineer on the
Kansas City & Southern Railroad, running from
Shreveport to Port Arthur and New Orleans.
Charles N. Converse enjoyed educational advantages at Clinton, Illinois, and after completing the
high school course attended the University of Illiat Champaign, and immediately afterward
nois,
entered the employ of the DeWitt County National
Bank at Clinton. After coming to Kansas he was
identified for 2% years with the McPherson Bank, at
McPherson, McPherson County, when he retired for a
time from the confining cares of business, because of
impaired health, seeking out-door exercise as a
farmer. With this end in view he took up a claim,
the third, in Stevens County and laid out the Town
of Hugoton, which is now the county seat, and there
not only buUt the first house but hauled all the lumber for its construction a distance of sixty-five miles.
He remained one year in Stevens County and then
once more gave heed to the call of business problems,
for which organizing and executive ability of a high
order seem to so well qualify him. After selling his
claim he located at Waverly, in Coffey County, where,
on February 1, 1902, he organized the First National
Bank and served as its cashier until September, 1903,
when he went to Burlington, Kansas, where he
organized the Farmers National Bank and became
at first its cashier and later president of that institution. In October, 1908, he went to Ottawa, Kansas,
as vice president of the First National Bank.
On
March 1, 1911, Mr. Converse came to Altoona as
president of the Citizens State Bank.
The Citizens State Bank of Altoona was established as a state bank in 1886.
Its present officers
are Charles N. Converse, president W. H. Hamblin,
vice president; and Turner D. Jones, cashier.
The
capital of the bank is $16,000 and the surplus is
The bank building, a modern and attractive
$5,900.
brick structure on Main Street, was erected in 1908.
:

;

Under

its present management the bank is in a
very
prosperous condition, great confidence being placed
in Mr. Converse both as a very able financier and
as a man of the highest per.sonal integrity.
He
belongs to the Kansas Bankers Association, the Kansas State Bankers Association and the .\nierican
Bankers Association. During the administration of
Governor Bailey, Jlr. Converse served by .appointment as regent of the Kansas State University.
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On May

1884, Mr. Converse was married to Miss
who is a daughter of William O.
Pickrell, a native of Kentucky, who came to Kansas
in 1866. Mr. and Mr.-:. Converse have two daughters,
Clara L., who is the wife of William H. Hamblin,
who is vice president of the Citizens State Bank of
Altoona; and Helen R., who is a student at college.
In fraternal life Mr. Converse has long been
He is a thirty-second degree Mason
prominent.
and his Masonic connections have been and are as
Altoona Lodge No. 118 Ancient Free and
follows:
Accepted Masons, of which he is past master; Altoona
Chapter No. 240, Order of Eastern Star; Ottawa
Chapter No. 7, Koyal Arch Masons; for twenty years
a member of Tancrcd Commander}- No. 11, at Ottawa,

raimie

4,

Pickrell,

in 191.3 demitted to Ab-Del-Kader Commandery No.
27, at Fredonia, Kansas; Caswell Consistory No.
5, at Kansas City, Kansas; Mirzah Temple Ancient
Arabic Order Nobles of Mystic Shrine, Pittsburg,
Kansas. He belongs also to Ottawa Lodge No. 803,
the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks;
Ancient Order of United Workmen, No. 468, at

Altoona; the Modern Woodmen of America No. 1175,
Altoona; the Fraternal Aid Union No. 912, Altoona;
the Knights and Ladies of Security No. 276,
Altoona; and the Modern Order of Praetori.ans, DalMr. Converse is a member of the Comlas, Texas.
mercial Club at Altoona and its present treasurer.
While Mr. Converse has undoubtedly been a dominating factor in the financial field in this section
for some years, he has never been unmindful of his
dnties as a citizen, nor has been neglectful in his
attitude in relation to the higher things of life. He
is foremost in contributing to charities at all times,
is ever ready to co-operate in benevolent movements,
and since youth has been a member of the Presbyterian Church, in which he is one of the elders at
Altoona.

—

—

of Lewisburg now Bucknell University ^graduatIn that year he maring with tlie class of 1857.
ried Mary Elizabeth Avery, daughter of John Franklin and Hannah (Lukcns) Avery.
Their children
were J. Vestore, who is a wholesale produce merchant at Ottawa, Kansas; Sadie, secretary of The
Emjioria Ice & Cold Storage Company, and Judson
\Vhecler.

Mr. Mitchell spent his childhood and early manhood on the farm at West Damascus, Pennsylvania,
which has been the home of his great-grandfather,
Joseph Mitchell, his grandfather, John Tyler Mitchell,
and his father, Harvey Wheeler Mitehell.
Here
he attended public school, also the Diimaseus Union
Academy. After leaving school, he 'conducted the
home farm and taught during winters.
In 1891 he came to K.ansas, and soon afterward
he and his brother, J. V. Mitchell, bought a general
merchandise store at Americus, where he remained
until 1896.
Mr. Mitchell was then for two years
with Swift & Company, at Fairplay, Missouri, Clinton, Missouri, and Hutehinson, Kansas.
In 1898 he embarked in the grocery business at
Hutchinson, remaining there until the fall of 1908,
when he became manager and treasurer of the Emporia Ice & Cold Storage Company, a position he
has since occupied.
He is also one of the stockholders.
In 1893,

at Glen Spey, New York, he married
Miss Henrietta MacKenzie, daughter of Alexander
and Annie MacPherson MacKenzie, who came to

America from Kingussie, Scotland, in 1865.
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell are the parents of two
daughters, Margaret Anita MacKenzie, who is a
freshman in the Emporia High School, and Christine
Avery, a student in the grade schools.

John Willum F.\rrow, M.

D. In addition to the
by him as a physician and surgeon.
Doctor Farrow has played a conspicuous part in business and other affairs in Elk County.
He is president
of the Elk Falls State Bank and a' stockholder in the
Waumega First National Bank. He is one of the
principal property owners at Ifoline, and for fourteen
years consecutively he served as a member of the
United States Pension Examining Board. He was
first appointed by President
McKinley and was reappointed by Presidents Roosevelt and Taft. His
service on the board terminated in .Tanuary, 1915.
His .ancestors were Scotch-Irish people who came to
Maryland in colonial times. However, Doctor Farrow 's grandfather was born in Kentucky, though he
afterward returned to Maryland and died at Williamsport in that state in 1862. He was a cooper and
carried on a wholesale business as a manufacturer of
service rendered

JuBSON Wheeler Mitchell, manager
Emporia Ice & Cold Storage Company, has been a
Kansas business man for a quarter of a century.
He was born at West D.amascus, Pennsylvania,
July 2, 1863, and was the son of Harvey Wheeler
and Mary E. (Avery) Mitchell.
The Mitehells were originally a Scotch f.amily,
one branch of which settled in England in the seventeenth century.
Matthew Mitchell came to America
in 163.5, making the voyage in "The Good Ship
James." which was accompanied by an armed vesHe landed at Boston,
sel, "The Angel Gabriel."
and later settled at Stamford, Connecticut, where
he died in 1647. The fourth generation of his descendants settled in the Delaware Valley, punhasing
750 acres of land where Cochecton, New York, and
Damascus, Pennsylvania are now situated.
The subject of this sketch was the grandson of
.Tohn Tyler and Almira Wheeler Mitchell, the latter being a daughter of Major Ebenezer Wlieeler,
who served his country through the War of 1812.
of

The

'

Mr. Mitchell has in his possession the letters written
from army headquarters to Major Wheeler's family
during the second war.
Through his mother, Mary E. (Avery) Mitchell,
Mr. Mitchell is descended from the Qroton branch
of the Averys in America. The founder, Cliristopher
Avery, came to America from S.alisbury, Wilts
County, England, in company with John Winthrop,
landing at Salem, Massachusetts, .lune 12, 1630.

Harvey Wlieeler Mitchell, father of .Tudson
Wheeler, was born at West Damascus, Pennsylvania,
July 28, 1828. He was a graduate of the University

barrels.
J. H.

Farrow, father of Doctor Farrow, was a con-

man in his generation in the State of Maryland. He was born at Williamsport in that state in
1822, and died at Baltimore in 1906. He grew up
and married at Williamsport, spent m.any years there
in the drug business, and subsequently wiis connected
with the B.altimore postoflice. He w.as a republican
spicuous

and strong Union man, and his presence in a border
state, which was largely Southern in its attitudes and
sympathies, made his situation during war times one
of gre.at personal risk and danger and also one of
responsibility. During the war he was appointed to
the office of provost marshal at Williamsport. It was
his duty to jircvent goods being smuggled across the
river into the rebel country, and many times he found
it

necessary to confiscate large cargoes of stuff de-
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signed for use by the Southern forces.

As part

of

his private business enterprise he owned a warehouse,
four boats and a coal yard, and all this property was

destroyed by the rebel sympathizers. In those trying
days his house was robbed sixteen times, and even
Doctor Farrow, who was a small child at the time,
has some recollection of the grim horrors and trageJ. H. Farrow enjoyed great perdies of war times.
sonal popularity and influence in spite of his
affiliation with "the republican party in a strongly
For three terms he repredemocratic community.
sented Washington County in the Maryland LegislaHe
ture, and served two terms in the State Senate.
was a very able and fluent campaign orator. He was
Mason and a member of the Methodist Episcopal
.1
Church. His wife was Mary Nitzel, who was born
in Williamsport. Maryland, in January, 18.34, and is
now living at the age of eighty-three in Baltimore.
Of their children the oldest, Cliarles, died young. The
second is Dr. John William Farrow. Jennie, who resides with her mother in Baltimore, is the widow of
William Norris. Charles is the manager of Station
"
"F, a large sub-station of the Baltimore postoflSce.
Emma married Jesse Metz, who is an engineer on the
Western Maryland Railroad, living at Hagerstown.
Harry, who was a druggist, died in Baltimore at the
age of thirty-four.
John William Farrow was born at Williamsport,
Maryland, January 1,'!, 1858. He was educated in
the Williamsport schools, graduating from high school
in 1876, spent one year in the Mechanicstown Academy, and then entered the College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Baltimore, where he graduated M. D.
In 1906 Doctor Farrow returned to his
in 1881.
alma mater for a post-graduate course.
His first experience after graduation was in his
home town of Williamsport, but in August, 1881, he
came out to Kansas and has been identified with the
profession in this state now for thirty-five years. For
fourteen years he lived and practiced at Laclede in
Potawattomie County. In 1894 he removed to Moline,
and has lived in that city ever since, giving his time
and service to a general medical and surgical practice.
He is an active member of the Elk County Medical
Society.

Doctor Farrow owns a drug store on Main Street,
two other stores in the same location, has an attractive residence on the same thoroughfare, and formerly
owned considerable farming land, which he has sold.
Fraternally he is affiliated with Wild Cat Camp No.
859, of the Modern Woodmen of America at Moline,
and is especially interested in Odd Fellowship, being
has
past noble grand of Moline Lodge No. 215, and
also represented it in the Grand Lodge.
In 1885, at Laclede, Kansas, Doctor Farrow married
Miss Mary Prunty. Her parents were L. C. and

Adeline (Lebo") Prunty, both of whom are now deHer father was a large land owner and
ceased.
Doctor and Mrs. Farrow have two children of
miller.
Rubv, who still lives at home, is a graduate
their own.
of the Moline High School and of the Independent
Business College, and is a competent stenographer,
of
typewriter and bookkeeper, having for a number
vears been employed in those capacities in the Moline
National Bank at Moline. Opal, the younger daughin Washburn College at Topeka.
ter, is now a senior
Dr. and Mrs. Farrow also have an adopted child.
Hazel, who was born in June, 1910.

E. O. Slo.in, M. D. The attainment of success in
along any path of endeavor demands energy,
honesty, conscientiousness, self-reliance and proper
preparation. The presence of genius is also desirable,
life
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but for permanency the homely virtues and practical

To the undoubted
qualities are absolutely necessary.
possession of these may be, in large part, attributed
the success that has attended the efforts of Dr. E. O.
Sloan, who has figured prominently in the medical
more than a
profession of Crawford County for
quarter of a century, as a practitioner at Pittsburg
and has maintained throughout his entire career a
high standard of professional ethics and scientific
principles.
Dr. E. 0. Sloan

was born in Polk County, Missouri,
February 25, 1855, and is a son of Dr. Absalom 0.
and Mary Jane (Hamilton) Sloan. He belongs to a
family of Scotch-Irish origin which emigrated to
America from Scotland and Ireland at an early day
and located in Kentucky as pioneers during colonial
In that state was born the grandfather of
times.
Doctor Sloan, Jeremiah Nelson Sloan, August 26,
1789. A farmer and stock raiser by vocation, in 1831
he moved to Polk County, Missouri, where he was
elected the first county judge. He came to be a man
of importance, substance and general worth in Ha
community, and wielded a large influence for good
his fellow-citizens, who, recognizing his superior judgment and absolute integrity, relied upon him
in matters of public import. In 1846, he met a sudden
His wife,
death by being thrown from his horse.

among

he married in Kentucky, was Mary Sloan, born
Vermont, and died in California, in 1861.
Dr. Absalom C. Sloan was born in Kentucky,
October 25, 1822, and was nine years of age when
taken by his parents to Polk County, Missouri, the
family settling on a farm on the banks of the Sac
River! He attended the public schools, but his education was largely self-gained, aiid he early became a
with an extraordinary
lirilliant
conversationalist,
vocabulary, tlie reputation for which remained vrith
him throughout his life. As he grew to manhood he
continued to be a student on a varietv of subjects, and
his life work,
finally took up the medical profession as
of
receiving instruction under the preceptorship
Doctor Matthews. During a large part of his early
career he practiced in Cedar County, Missouri, although at the outbreak of the Civil war he was in
Greene County. In 1864 he located at Walnut Grove,
Missouri, and there built up a large and satisfying
of his
practice and became one of the leading lights
His death occurred at Walnut Grove,
community.
March 11, 1899. In his early life. Doctor Sloan was
an abolitionist, and later joined the ranks of the remempublican party, of which he remained a stanch
ber until his death. In the welfare of his community
he took a profound interest, and at all times gave his
support to public-spirited movements. His fraternal
connection was with the Masonic order, in which he
reached the Royal Arch degree, and in religious matters he belonged to the Cliristian Church, in which he
was a deacon for many years. Doctor Sloan married
Mary Jane Hamilton, who was born in Tennessee, in
1826, and died January 30, 1894, at Walnut Grove,
She was a daughter of Elijah Hamilton,
Missouri.
who was born in 1790, in Tennessee, the son of a
Welsh cmigrrant to America and a man of some wealth.
Elijah Hamilton grew to the age of eighteen years
on his father's Tennessee plantation and then enlisted
in the United States army, later fighting all through
the War of 1812, under General Scott. After the war
he removed to Polk County, Missouri, where he homesteaded a farm, and there continued to reside during
He married
the balance of his life, dying in 1865.
Sarah Brown, who was born in Georgia, daughter of
Alexander Brown, and she died in Polk County, Mis-

whom

in 1805, in
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souri,

whence she had been brought by her parents.
C. and Mary Jaue (Hamilton) Sloan

Absalom

Dr.

were the jiarents of eight uhiKlreu, .as follows: JereN., born in 1848, in Polk County, Missouri, who
followed farming all his life and died in Texas in
1883; Martha M., who died in 1869, at Walnut Grove,
Missouri, as the wife of A. P. Koutli, deceased, a
merchant of that place Sanford Hamilton, who was
a physician and surgeon throughout his career and
died "in 1901, at Whiteslioro, Texas; Dr. E. O., of this
notice; Lewis C, who followed farming in the vicinity
of Walnut Grove until his death in IHStG; Kllen Lincoln, who is the wife of W. G. Miller, a farmer near
Walnut Grove; Jacob .Saniuel, who is also a farmer
in that Wcinity; and Willard C, a zinc miner near

miah

;

Carthage, Missouri.
E. O. Sloan attended the i)ublic schools of Walnut
Grove, Missouri, where he secured a high school education.
From the' time that he was a youth he had
held to the resolution that he would one day become
a professional man, and chose medicine as th;it most
likely to prove congenial and profitable.
Therefore,
following his graduation from the high school, he

began making plans, and after studying for some
time under his father entered the Missouri Medical
College of St. Louis, now Washington ITniversity,
from which he was graduated with the degree of
Doctor of Medicine, in 1881. In the meantime, in
order to defray his expenses, he was a merchant at
Walnut Grove for four years. Doctor Sloan began
practice at Walnut Grove immediately after his graduation, but remained there only a short time, in 1882
coming to Kansas and establishing himself in an office
at Cherryvale. That «ity had the benefit of his services for seven years, but in 1890 he changed his scene
of activities to Pittsburg, where he has since carried
on a general medical and surgical practice. His offices
are now located in the Commerce Building. He has an
extensive and lucrative practice, holds to high ideals
in

professional service, and is .iustly numbered
the leading professional men of Crawford
County, which is distinguished for high rank in the
medical profession. Doctor Sloan belongs to the Southeastern Medical Society and to the Crawford
County
Medical Society, of which he was president for two
and
has
been
years,
city health officer of Pittsburg
for two years.
He is intelligently interested in all
that pertains to modern jjrogrcss and
imjirovement,
not only along professional, but also material and
moral lines, always finding time to study important
public questions and ever ready to lend his influence
for the betterment of humanity. He is a
republican
in his political views, belongs to the Christian
Church,
and is a member of the Masons, in which order he
has reached the Knights Templar degree.
On March .)0, 1876, at W^alnut Grove, Missouri,
Doctor Sloan was united in marriage with Miss
Lucy
Mizener, daughter of E. A. and Cynthia (Sager)
Mizener.
Mr. Mizener lost his life as a Union soldier at the battle of Chic.kamauga,
during the Civil
his

among

war, in

186.3,

resides

at

but Mrs. Mizener

survives him and
having reached
the remarkable age of ninety-two
To Doctor
years.
and Mrs. Sloan there have been born four children,
as follows: Laura Welthier, born December
LS, 1877,
who died March 19, 189.^; Maud S., born

Long Beach,

still

California,

February

1880, residing with her parents; Georgia Pauline,
born February 22, 1882, and now the wife of Charles
W. Osborn, head bookkeeper for the National Bank
of Pittsburg; and Edna O., born
August 28, 1891, who
is the wife of John Winston
Hill, employed in the
2.3,

office

at

of the secretary of the Erie Railroad
Company,
City, Missouri.

Kansas

Eakl .\. D.wis, M. D. A native son of Kansas,
who is a.ssistiiig to maintain the jirestige of his state
in the field of medical achievement. Dr. Earl A. Davis
has attained a position of distinction among the physicians and surgeons of Chanutc, where he has been
engaged in the practice of his calling since 1903. He
is the son of a physician, Dr. J.
Davis, and was born
May 20, 1875, at Ottawa, Franklin County.
The family of which Doctor Davis is a member
originated in Wales and came from that country to
America during the colonial period, the first members
taking up their residence in Pennsylvania. The doetor's grandfather was also a phys'ician and
surgeon
and for many years jiracticcd in Ohio, where his death
Dr. J. Davis was born in Ohio in 1833,
occurred.
and was there reared and educated. After his preliminary training was completed he enrolled as a student
in the Cleveland Medical College, from which he was
graduated, .and subsequently pursued a course at the
Cincinnati Homeopathic College, from which he re-

He was married in Ohio and in
1868 came to Kansas, settling as a pioneer physician
at Ottawa, where ho has continued in practice during
a period of nearly a half a century. Doctor Davis
is one of the honored members of his
profession in
Franklin County and has a pnactice that extends over
a wide area of country which has been attracted to
him by his thorough knowledge, his technical skill and
the natural kindness that goes so far in aiding a practitioner in his humane work. He belongs to the various organizations of the profession, and is a consistent
member of the Presbyterian Church. His political
Doctor
sujiport is given to the democratic party.
Davis married Miss Alexina Williamson, who was born
ceived his degree.

in 1840, in Ohio, and who still survives and resides
at Ottawa.
She belongs to the Society of Colonial
Dames, Gen. Eihvard Hand being the ancestor through
whose participation in the struggle of the colonies she
derives her membership.
statue to the memory of
General Hand, erected by the Daughters of the American Kevolution, stands in the new building at Washington, District of Columbia. Mrs. Davis is active in
the work and affairs of the Society of Colonial Dames,
as she is also in the various movements of the Presbyterian Church, of which she has been a devout member
all her life. To Doctor and Mrs. Davis there have been
born the following children: Dr. H. W., who is engaged in the practice of dentistry at Salt Lake City,
Utah; F. E., who is a postoflice inspector in the service
of the United States Government, with headquarters
at St. Louis, Missouri; J. D., a graduate of the

A

Ohio Medical College, Cincinnati, Ohio, and now a
practicing physician and surgeon of that city; Dr.
J. B., also a graduate of that institution and engaged
with his father at Ottjiwa, Kans.as; E. C,
a merchant with an establishment at Williamsburg, Kans.as; and Dr. Earl A.
The public schools of Ottawa furnished Earl A.
Davis with his early educ:ition, and after he had attended the high school for several years he began to
study medicine under the preceptorshi]) of his father.
The son and grandson of ])h.vsicians, he took naturally ami kindly to his calling, lint did not enter actively
upon its study as a collegian until he had completed a
He
three-year literary course at Ottawa University.
then entered the Ohio Medical College, Cincinnati,
where he was graduated with the cl.iss of 1902, receivTo further
ing the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
prepare himself, he spent the rest of 1902 and .a part
of 1903 as assistant house surgeon at the Kansas City
in ])ractice

who

is
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General Hospital, and in the latter year came to
Chanute. Here he has succeeded well, having built up
a liberal and representative practice anionf; the best
families.
He is not alone a skilled practitioner, but
possesses those admirable traits of character which
prove such a blessing in the sick room. He maintains
otEees at No. 114% East Main Street, while his home,
which he owns, is at No. 112 South Highland Avenue.
Doctor DaWs is a democrat, but has not aspired to
in
political office, his only public service having been
the line of his profession, consisting of two years spent
in the capacity of health officer. He holds membership
in the Neosho County Medical Society, the Kansas
State Medical Society, the Southeastern Medical SoHe is
ciety and the American Medical Association.
likewise widely and favorably known in fraternal circles, being a member of Cedar Lodge No. IK.'i, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons; Chanute Camp No. 852,
Modern Woodmen of America Chanute Lodge No. 96,
Ancient Order of United Workmen; Chanute Council
No. 420, Fraternal Aid Union; Chanute 'Lodge No.
806, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; and
Chanute Aerie No. 521, Fraternal Order of Eagles.
In 1904, at Chanute, Doctor Davis was married to
Miss Ethel Southard, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Whig
Southard, the latter of whom is deceased. Mr. Southard, who was a traveling salesman for many years, is
now retired from business and makes his home with
Doctor and Mrs. Davis
his son-in-law and daughter.
have no children.

While teaching he also
training.
attended the State Normal School at Emporia and
in 1914 was granted a life teacher's certificate by
the State of Kansas.
After leaving the Normal
School he was superintendent of schools at Americus,
until he took charge of the schools at Reading in
the fall of 1916, where he has done much to organize
and introduce efficiency into the curriculum.
Mr. Wallace is a republican, is a member and local
preacher in the Methodist Episcopal Church and
belongs to the County and State Teachers' Associaagricultural

tion.

In August, 1914, at Emporia, he married Miss
Gracie May Saueressig, daughter of G. E. and Elizabeth Saueressig, who are farmers at Fredonia, Kansas.
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace have one child, Vincent
Edmund, who was born in October, 1915.

Thomas

;

John William Wall,\ce is one of the able and
progressive educators in Kansas, now superintendent
He came to this city from
of schools at Reading.
Americus in the fall of 1716. He is a young Kansan
by birth and tradition, and has brought to his work
as an educator not only thorough training but also
a loyal appreciation of this great state and her institutions.

He

of Scotch stock, his great-grandfather having
to Massachusetts about the time
of the Revolutionary war. Later the family settled
in Mohawk Valley of New York. Professor Wallace 'a
father is J. V. Wallace, who was born in Guernsey
County, Ohio, in 1862, and is now a farmer and stockis

come from Scotland
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E. Thomp.son, a native of Iowa, has lived

Kansas for forty-six years, and is one of the
veteran newspaper men of the state, being editor and
in

Howard Courant.
As to his American ancestry, there" is record of his
Thompson forefatliers coming from England and setMr. Thompson's
tling; in Maine in colonial days.
grandfather, Samuel Thompson, was born in Maine
proprietor of the

He took an active part in the pioneer development of the Middle West, lived in Ohio for a
number of years, and about 1846 moved to the new
State of Iowa, where he was one of the pioneer
farmers. He died in Henry County, Iowa, in 1866.
It was in Henry County, Iowa, that Thomas E.
Thompson was born, May 23, 1860. His father, Asa
Thompson, who was born in Ohio in 1829, was about
sixteen years of age when the family removed to Henry
County, Iowa, where he grew to maturity and married.
He also followed farming, and in 1871 came to Kansas
and secured a homestead of 160 acres in Howard
County, now Elk County. In 1875 he removed to the
Town of Howard, and lived there until his death in
1896.
He was a man of much prominence in this
in 1781.

section of the state.

He

served as clerk of the Dis-

Kansas.

Court six years, from 1875 to 1881, and in 1887
was elected a representative in the Legislature and
also filled a vacancy in the office of probate judge
of Elk County.
He was a very strong republican. He
and his son Thomas were associated in the purchase of
the Howard Courant, and he retained a financial interest in the paper until liis death.
Fraternally he was
a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
Asa Thompson married Emma Abies, who was born

active

in

man

at Waverly in Coffey County, Kansas, where he
settled in 1882, when that section of the state was an
open range. J. V. Wallace spent the first seven years
of his life in his native state, then removed to Iowa,
and was married after he came to Coffey County,

He is a republican who has taken a very
part in county affairs and has served as a
member of state conventions. He belongs to the
Methodist Church and to the Ancient Order of United
Workmen. The maiden name of his wife was Minnie
who was born

in Shelby County, Illinois, in
In the family were fourteen children, menMae, wife of Joseph
briefly as follows:
Miller, a retired marble dealer at Burlington, Kansas; John W.
Maggie, who died at the age of fourteen months Harry, principal of schools at Minneola,
Kansas; Howard, who died at the age of two months,
and Ethel, who died at the age of six months; Elsie,
wife of W. H. Wliittington, a farmer in Coffey
County; Ray, who died at the age of fourteen months;

Bazil,

1868.
tioned

;

;

Ida, Waldo, Opal, Roy and Chester, all of whom
reside with their parents and all except Ida are
attending school and Leslie, the youngest, who died
at the age of two years.
John William Wallace pursued his studies through
the eight grades of the public schools in Coffey
;

County.

He grew up

on a farm, and had a thorough

trict

Guernsey

Ohio, in 1829, and died at
in 1910.
The oldest of their childied in infancy, and the others were

County,

Howard, Kansas,

dren, a son,
Catherine, Thomas E. and John A. Catherine, who
was born in 1852 and died at Howard, Kansas, in
1887, married J. L. Hart, who was one of the early
farmers at Grenola, Kansas, and is now deceased.
John A. is a photographer living at Eureka, Kansas.
From the time he was eleven years of age Thomas
E. Thom|ison continued his education in the public
schools of Elk County. When thirteen he entered a

printing

office at

Boston in Howard County, and com-

by experience in several
newspaper plants. He was barely twenty-one years
of age when in 1881 he and his father bought the
Howard Courant, and its business management and
editorial control have been in his hands ever since.
The Howard Courant was established in 1874 by Abe
Steinberger, and it has always been a republican paper
and is still the official organ of Elk County. Mr.
Thompson is a very competent newspaper man, and
jileted

his

apprenticeship
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is

one of

who

liave

tlie

few journalists

in tlie State of

Kansas

been continuously identified with one paper

He is the owner
iu one location for so many years.
of the entire plant, and his' well equipped plant is
located on Wabash Avenue. The Courant has its circulation and inliueuce all over Elk County and surrounding counties.
Mr. Thompson and family reside in a modern residence which he erected on Pine Street in 1904. Ue
also has another dwelling liouse on the same street.
He has played his part as a citizen in this section of
Kansas. In 1891 he was elected mayor of Howard
for one term, and from 1899 to 1907 served as postmaster, during the administrations of McKinley and
He is an active republican, is affiliated
Roosevelt.
with Hoi)c Lodge No. 135, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at Howard; Howard Chapter No. 49,
Royal Arch Masons; Oklahoma Camp No. 935, of the
Modern Woodmen of America; Howard Lodge No.
124, Ancient Order United Workmen, and was formerly a member of Emporia Lodge of Elks.
In 1882, at Elk Falls, Kansas, Mr. Thompson married Miss ^Iaucle Cummings, daughter of Dr. William
M. and Susan (Pike) Cummings. Her mother is now
deieascd and her father is a retired physician living
Mr. Thompson takes justifiat San Piego, California.
able pride in the talent shown by Ids only son, Clad H.,
who has attained more than local reputation in newsstaff of the
|)aper circles, and is a member of the
writes the "Kansas Notes"
which are familiar
Star Beams,
features of that great journal.

Kansas City Star.
and the column of

He

' '

' '

is a resident of Webb City, Missouri;
a representative of the Wilson Packing Com-

John Walter

Roby

is

pany at Buenos Ayres in South America; Judge Herrod was twelve years of age at the time of his father 'a
death; and Constance still lives at Kansas City,
Kansas.

Judge Herrod on account of his father 's early death
had to become self supporting at an early age. He
became office boy with the Sulzberger & Swarzsehild
Packing Company, but all the time was ambitious to
gain an education and attended night school and
accepted other opportunities to advance his capabilities
for usefulness. He later attended the Clark Business
College and the Kansas City, Kansas, Business College, and also was a student in the Kansas City
School of I^aw.
He was graduated from the latter
institution in 1908.

In August, 190.3, the family removed to Webb City,
Missouri, but Judge Herrod remained there only two
In 1905 he returned to Kansas City and reyears.
intered the employ of Sulzberger & SwarzschUd as a
hog buyer. He gave the best part of the day to the
duties of this position, and spent several hours every
In June, 1908, he
night carrying on his studies.
passed successful examination for membership in the
bar.

Besides his work in the Kansas City Law School he
read law with .lohn Hale and H. E. Dean and continued in their office for several years after his admission to the bar. In May, 1911, the firm became
In 1913 Judge Herrod
Hale, Iliggins & Herrod.

began

jiractice

He

Albert James Hebrod

in

1916 was elected judge

of the. District Court of Wyandotte County for the
short term of forty days in Division 3. He has the
distinction of being the youngest judge in the state
at the present time, and his attainments and ability
give promise of a large career of usefulness for the
future.

Judge Herrod was born at Newark, England, April
He was the fourth in a family of five
1885.
children, three boys and two girls, born to Walter and
His grandfather John
Catherine (Taylor) Herrod.
Herrod was a successful English maltster and also
owned 160 acres of land. He was the father of
14,

thirteen children. After his death in 1885, six of his
sons came to America. Three of them,' Albert, Allan
and Lewis, located in Kansas City, Kansas, bringing
letters of introduction to Fowler of the Fowler Packing Company. They secured employment in that old
packing firm. Subsequently these three brothers were

followed by Harry, Walter and Herbert Edgar. Harry
became superintendent of the wholesale department
of the old packing house of Sulzberger & Swarzsehild
now the Wilson Packing Company. Walter took employment as special accountant for the Kingan Packing Company. Herbert Edgar became a timekeeper
wnth Sulzberger & Swarzsehild, now Wilson & ComOf these brothers, Lewis, Harry and Walter
I>any.
are now deceased. Albert and Allan are proprietors of
Herrod Brothers, a business founded by them in 1891
nt Webb City. Missouri.
Herbert Edgar is now secretary of the Mahoning Valley Employers Association
with headquarters at Youngstown, Ohio.
He is a
lawyer by profession and spent ten years in practice
at Chicago.
Walter Herrod remained as an accountant for the
Kingan Packing Company for several ye.irs. was taken
ill, and in spite of all that could be done for him he
died in 1897. He left a family of chiMren the oldest
of whom was fifteen and the youngest eight.
His
daughter Florence now lives at Kansas City, Kansas;

by himself.

has always manifested an active interest in reHe served as secretary for the
publican politics.
Mitchell for Congress Club and of the Wyandotte
County Republican Club in 1910-11. He was offered
the

position

of

private

secretary

to

Congressman

Alexander Mitchell, but declined that honor and subsequently declined an offer to become assistant city
His former partner .Judge Higgins has
attorney.
served as city attorney. Judge Herrod has the distinction of having been the first local lawyer to
accept a woman on the jury, and he never fails to mention in that connection that he lost his case.
On November 25, 1914, he married Miss Sylvia M.
Hei<ler of

Kansas

City, Missouri.

Her

father,

W.

P.

a building contractor, a large land owner
in Kansas City, Missouri, and formerly owned the
farm that is now subdiWded as Roanoke District
.around Thirty-ninth and State Line streets.
Judge Herrod is affiliated with the Loyal Order of
Moose, having served four years as state deputy
supreme dictator. He is a member of the Sons and
Daughters of Justice, the Kansas Fraternal Citizens,
of the Commercial Club and the Union Club and has
served as chairman of the entertainment committee
and is now on the legislative committee of the ComHe and his wife are active in the
mercial Club.
Episcopal Church. Mrs. Herrod was a delegate to the
St. Louis Conference of the Daughters of the King
Heider,

is

in 1916.

Thomas F. Morrison. One of the prominent members of the Neosho County bar is Thomas F. Morrison,
who as a practitioner at Chanute since 1903 has been
connected with much of the important litigation tried
He is also a leading
in the courts of this district.
member of the democratic party of this portion of the
state, where his influence has been widely felt in political as well as professional circles, and has represented
his community in the Kansas Legislature, as a member
of which body he was the author of some exceedingly
beneficial legislation.
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Mr. Morrison was boru June 19, 1875, in Henry
County, Missouri, and is a son of Samuel and Nancy
(Phelps) Morrison, and a member of a family which
came from Scotland to America during the latter part
of the seventeenth century. Prom the original settlement iu Virginia, the family moved to Tennessee, in
which state, in 1789, was born the grandfather of
Thomas P. Morrison, James Morrison. He passed his
entire life in Tennessee, where he was a prominent
died in 1880 in
planter and large slaveholder, and
Greene County. Samuel Morrison, father of Thomas
in 1833,
P., was born in Greene County, Tennessee,
and was there reared, educated and married. He engaged in farming there. 'until 1862, when he enlisted
in the Sixth Tennessee Cavalry, for service during the
Civil war, and served with that organization throughout the struggle, participating in a number of hardfought engagements, including the bloody battle of
On one occasion he was captured by the
Nashville.
soldiers of General Porrest, but managed to make his
Immediately after the close of the war, he
escape.
removed with his family to Kentucky, where he was
engaged in farming for two years, and then went to
Henry County, Missouri, where he continued his agricultural operations. In 1883 he came to Allen County,
Kansas, settled on a farm, and devoted liimself to the
which occurred in
tilling of the soil until his death,
1885. He was an industrious farmer, and so directed
his affairs that he succeeded in the accumulation of
In polities, Mr. Morrison was a
a good property.
with the
republican, and his religious connection was
Baptist Church, in the work of which he took an active

Mor-

offices.
Mr.
part, holding a number of the lay
rison married Miss Nancy Phelps, who was born in
in Wood1833, in Greene County, Tennessee, and died
son County, Kansas, in 1910.
Thomas P. Morrison attended the public schools of

Woodson County, Kansas, whence he had been taken

his mother after the death of his father, and subNormal
sequently enrolled as a student at the State
School, Emporia, Kansas, where he finished the junior
year 's course. Subsequently, he took a two-year course
at the Kansas University, and following this entered
the Nebraska State University, at Lincoln, where he
was graduated in 1903 with the degree of Bachelor of
Laws. In that same year he was admitted to the bar
and came to Chanute, where he has since Ijeen engaged
in a general practice, specializing to some extent in
His offices are in the
civil and corporation law.
Peoples Home State Bank Building. Among others,
Mr. Morrison is attorney for the Hydraulic Brick
Comiiany of Clianute. He has made a lasting impression upon the bar of the county, both for legal ability
of a high order and for the individuality of character
which impresses itself upon a community. He possesses broad legal learning, an analytical mind, and a
readiness to grasp the points at issue. Earnest effort,
close application and the exercise of his native talents
have won him prestige as a lawj'er in Neosho County.
He is a member of the Neosho County Bar Association.
A democrat in polities, Mr. Morrison has long been
an influential factor in Ijis party. In 1908 he was
elected to the Kansas Legislature, in which body he
was an active member, serving on the Judiciary, Oil
and Gas and other committees. He was the author
of the bill providing that the candidates' names in
the primaries should be rotated instead of placed in
alphabetical order U]ion the ballot, and in the session
of 1909 introduced the first bank guarantee bill in the
House. In 1910 Mr. Morrison was democratic candidate for attorney-general. Praternally he belongs to
Chanute Lodge No. 806, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks: Chanute Lodge No. 96, Ancient Order
ef United Workmen the Fraternal Aid Union, and the

by

;
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Protected Home Circle.
In the management of his
property, in the transaction of such matters as daily
devolve upon a lawyer, and in the varied duties pertaining to his position as a citizen at large, he finds
his time

abundantly occupied.
Mr. Morrison was married in 1909, at Chanute, to
Miss Suzanne McManus, a native of County Leitrim,
Ireland. They have no children.
J. E.

Zimmerman.

Bank

of Bronson, Mr.
in the citizenship of

fifteen years,

President of the Citizens State
Zimmerman has been a factor

Bourbon County for the past
and has been an extensive farmer, stock

man and oil producer as well as a banker.
He was born in Ashland County, Ohio, October

10,

1873, descended from a family which as the name
indicates came out of Germany and were early settlers
in the State of Ohio. D. H. Zimmerman, his father,
was born in Ohio in 1838, spent his early life in that
state, was married in Ashland County, and did an
extensive business in the buying and shipping of
live

stock.

Prom Ohio

County, Missouri, in
ruary, 1915, he came
died in the following
ber of the Christian

he

removed

to

Sheridan

1881, and late in life in Febto IJronson, Kansas, where he
April. He was an active mem-

Church, was a Mason and a
H. Zimmerman married Annie
Dougherty, who was born in Ohio in 1843 and is now
There were three chilliring at Bronson, Kansas.
dren:
Grant, who died when twenty-two years of
age; Charles, a farmer and stock raiser in the Panhandle of Texas; and J. E. Zimmerman.
J. E. Zimmerman spent most -of his early life in
Sheridan County, Missouri. He began his education
there, and his early training was a mixture of what
the public schools could give him and the discipline
of the home farm. On leaving home Mr. Zimmerman
went south into Texas, and spent four years farming
In
in Harris County near the City of Houston.
1902 he came to Bourbon County, Kansas, and derepublican voter.

T>.

several years exclusively to the business of
farming. He has had his home in Bronson since 1909,
and has operated extensively as a stock buyer. He
still owns a farm of 160 acres 3% miles northwest
of Bronson, but the land is now all leased for oil
operations and Mr. Zimmerman 's oil productions eonHis home
tribute largely to his financial prosperity.
in Bronson is iu the northwest part of the town and
is surrounded by an extensive tract of thirteen acres
of land.
In 1912 he remodeled the residence into a
modern home. Fraternally Mr. Zimmerman is affiliated with Granite Lodge No. 88 of the Knights of
Pythias at Bronson.
He was married in 1895 at Triplett, Missouri, to
Miss Abbie Minich, daughter of George and Dulsie
(Wolfskin) Minich. Her father was a farmer and is
now deceased, and her mother lives at Bronson with
Mr. and Mrs. Zimmerman.

voted

Owen M. Thomas. The Citizens State Bank of
Bronson, of which Owen M. Thomas is vice president,
is an institution which has grown rapidly and prospered since it was established less than ten years ago,
and its success is largely due to the character of the
men entrusted with its executive management.
Mr. Thomas has been actively identified with banking for ten years, both in Oklahoma and in Kansas.
Though a young man, his career has apparently been
one of rapid accomplishment, and he has achieved
as much in ten years as many men do iu their
entire active life.

Mr. Tliomas was boru in Oskaloosa, Iowa, Febru4, 1883, and spent much of his early youth in

ary
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Oklahoma. His grandfather, Owen W. Thomas, was
a native of Wales, afterwards became a farmer and
property owner at Toulon, Illinois, where he died.
Owen W. Thomas, Jr., father of the Bronson banker,
was born at Toulon in Stark County, Illinois, in
1851. He grew up in his native county, and spent his
brief active career as a farmer. He died at Oskaloosa, Iowa, in Marcli, 18S3, a few weeks after the
The maiden name of his
birth of his son, Owen M.
wife was Dora Kisimingcr, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1S.j6. By her first husband she had just
She afterwards
one child, Owen Mitchell Thomas.
married E. K. Green, and they participated as settlers
on the Cherokee Strip in Oklahoma at the opening in
Mr. Green made the race for a
the fall of 189:i.
homestead and secured one of 160 acres on the Tonkawa Indian Keservation. He and his wife lived
there and went through all the experiences of developing a farm, and the events of those early times in
Oklahoma made a strong impression upon the youthful mind of Owen M. Thomas, who spent part of his
youth in that section of Okhihoma. Mrs. Green died
Mr. Green is living there a
at Tonkawa in 1905.
retired farmer.
By their marriage they had one
child, Lucy M., now living with her father.

Owen Mitchell Thomas was ten years old when the
family went to Oklalioma, and much of his early
education was acquired in the public schools of Arkansas City, Kansas. He afterwards entered the William
Jewell College at Liberty, Missouri, but left college
in his junior year in 1901 and returned to the farm
He lived
of his stepfather at Tonkawa, Oklahoma.
on the farm there until the death of his mother in
1905. For a few months of that year he worked as
remittance clerk in the Guthrie National Bank at
Guthrie, Oklahoma, and then was bookkeeper of the
National Bank of Commerce until July, 1907. Another experience that has proved valuable to him in
later years was as deputy county treasurer of Kay
County, Oklahoma, where he served until February,
1910. For six months or more he was assistant Kishier of the Oklahoma (iuarantee Bank at Blackwell,
Oklahoma, and then became cashier of the First State
Bank at Tonkaw.a. Mr. Thomas sold his interests in
the bank at Tonkawa in July, 191.3, and coming to
Bronson, Kansas, accepted the post of vice president
of the Citizens State Bank.
The Citizens State Bank was established under a
Its modern brick home was
state charter in 1907.
erected on Clay Street in the same year. This bank
has a capital "of $10,000 and surjdus of $5,000, and
through its conservative financial policies enjoys the
complete confidence of its friends and jiatrons in and
around Bronson. Mr. .1. K. Zimmerman is president;
Mr. Thomas vice president; and F. W. Myer, c.ishier.
Mr. Thomas has various other business interests.
He is a stockholder in the Blackwell Oil & Gas Company of Blackwell, Oklahoma; a stockholder in the
Depositors Guarantee and Surety Company of Topeka
.1
stockholder in the Bronson Co-operative Association, and is owner of a farm comprising 300 acres
His lands are only twelve
in Kay County, Oklahoma.
miles away from one of the most active oil belts in
Northern Oklahoma, and the possibility is strong that
further development will include his own property.
Mr. Thomas is an independent democrat in political
In Masonry he is affiliated with Bourbon
affairs.
;

Lodge No. 268, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons
Bronson, of which he was treasurer, belongs to
Newkirk Chapter No. 58, Royal Arch Masons, to
Fort Scott Consistory No. 4 of the Scottish Bite, and

at

to Mirza

Temple of the Mystic Shrine

He

at Pittsburg,

a member of Granite Lodge No.
88, Knights of Pythias, Bronson Lodge of Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and Bronson Chapter No.
65 of the Eastern Star.
Mr. Thomas resides on Randolph Street in Bronson.
In 1909 at Newkirk, Oklahoma, he married
Miss Florence Ford, daughter of S. G. and Catherine
Her mother now resides at Dexter,
(Paine) Ford.
Kansas.
Her father after retiring from his farm
was elected sheriff of Kay County, Oklahoma, and
was killed while performing the duties of his office
in March, 1908.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas have one
son, Owen Ford, born September 28, 1914.
Kansas.

is

also

George H. Grimmell, M. D. One of the first graduates of medicine to set up in practice at Howard,
Kansas, was Dr. George H. Grimmell, who rendered
his first professional services in that section of Elk
County thirty years ago. With the exception of about
eight years spent at Onaga, Doctor Grimmell has
been continuously in practice at Howard sin^e 1898,
and is accounted one of the most competent surgeons
in that locality.
The first authentic records of his ancestry is found
in the annals of the first crusade of 1096, A. D.
There was a Sir John Von Grimmell, who was one of
the enthusiastic Germans who joined as followers of
the Cross in the endeavor to wrest Jerusalem from
the hands of the Moslems. The line of descent from
this crusader is traced directly to Dr. George H. Grimmell of Kansas.
There is also a coat of arms in the
family, and it is a reproduction of Baron Grimmell 's
The coat consists
insignia as found in the year 1555.
of shield, quarterings, mantling, helmet, coronet and
crest.
Those versed in the science of heraldry can
find in this coat of arms significant traces of the
original Von Grimmell 's services as a crusader.
Doctor Grimmell gets his profession naturally, since
for several generations the Grimmell family have produced capable medical practitioners. He is a grandson of Henry Charles Augustus Grimmell, who was
born in the Kingdom of Hanover, Germany. He was
given a liberal education and was learned in all the
branches of science then included in the physician and
surgeon's arts. He practiced in Germany for some
years, and in order to escape the compulsory military
service of that country immigrated to America, spending many years in Virginia, but at the close of the
war coming North and locating at Des Moines,
Iowa, where he died.
The Grimmell family resided for many years in
the State tff Virginia.
Dr. George H. Grimmell himself was born in that state, at Round Hill, on August
His father was George Henry Grimmell,
20, 1855.
Sr., who was born in Virginia February 5, 1829, and
is now living in his eighty-eighth year, at Colorado
Civil

Springs, Colorado. He is still engaged in the practice
of medicine, and is probably the oldest or certainly
one of the oldest active members of the profession in
America. His career throughout has been one of
remarkable virility and service. He was reared and

married in Virginia, and went abroad to complete his
education, winning his degree Doctor of Medicine
from the University of Heidelberg, Germany. For
many years he practiced at Roimd Hill, Virginia, but
in 1866 removed to Jefferson, Iowa, and gave more
than thirty years of his professional service to that
community. In 1908 he moved to Colorado Springs.
During the Civil war he was assigned to duties as a
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at
surgeon, aud had a Government appointment
Harpers Ferry. He is a democrat and a Knight Templar Mason.
Doctor Grimmell, Sr., married Annette McCall, who
was born in Tennessee in 183:? and died at Jefferson,
The oldest of their children is
1872.
Iowa, July
Dr. George Henry Grimmell, Jr. Helen Eugenia married David Mckelvey, who for many years was a
:'.,

jeweler

l)ut

is

now

a "retired capitalist living in

New

York State. Kate May married Adolph Renicker, who
was a former United States vice consul at Omsk,

but they now reside in Florida. Frances
married Henry Decker, who for a number of years was
superintendent of bridges for the Chicago Northwestern Kailway Com]iany and is now an independent
contractor for the construction of heavy railroad
Des Moines, Iowa. Augusta
at
living
bridges,
Iowa
Josephine was given the degree M. D. by the
State University, being one of the first women gradSiberia,

uates in medicine^ in this country, and she is now
the wife of Seldon Whitbeck, a civil engineer, their
home being at Syracuse, New York.
Doctor Grimmell was eleven years of age when his

education was
parents moved to Iowa, and his literary
from
completed in the Dunning Academy at Jefferson,
which he graduated A. B. in 1876. In the meantime
he had begun the study of medicine under his father,
and on February 13, 1877, he was awarded the degree
M. D. bv the College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Keokuk." Iowa. In 1896 he was given the second
St. Louis,
degree by the Bonds Medical College of
Missouri." He has also taken post-graduate courses
in the Chicago Polyclinic and the College of Phyeieians and Surgeons at New Orleans.
Doctor Grimmell began practice at Jefferson, Iowa,
In November, 1886, he sought a honiQ in the
in 1877.
new Town of Horton, Kansas, remained there four
where he was in
years, and in ]8!m went to Onaga,
Since then he has conducted his
practice until 1898.
at Howard,
general medical and surgical practice
Kansas, and more and more his time is taken up with
He has a large
his specialty as a general surgeon.
Kansas.
surgical pr.ictice in the hospital at Moline,
His offices are in the Grimmell Building in Howard,
a building which was erected by his means on Wabash
Avenue. Among other interests Doctor Grimmell has

farm of 320 acres in Elk County.
His ])rofessional associations are with the County
and State Medical societies and the American Medical
Association, and for four years he served as health
He is a democrat, is past
officer of Elk County.
master of Hope Lod'ge No. 155, Ancient Free and
of
Accepted Masons, and is principal sojourner
Howard Chaiiter No. 49, Royal Arch Masons.
Doctor Grimmell was married July 3, 1916, to Mrs.
Ethel (Eggleson) Miles, of Columbus, Kansas.
a

fine

Claude B. Clements. Among
won success in the Mid-Continent

the

men who have

oil fields,

one whose

position have been gained
]u-osperity
labor and specialized
solely through hard, unremitting
is Claude B.
knowledge and ability in this vocation,
man of large personal
Clements, of Peru, Kansas.
and undeviating
interests, which demand steadfast
of his
attention, he has managed to reserve a part
time for i>ublic official duties, and at this time is
a
mayor of Peru, an office in which he has gained
him of the confidence and
reputation that assures
townsmen.
respect of his fellow

and

jiresent

A

Mr. Clements was born in Union County, Kentucky,
J. and Alice
January 27, 1871, being a son of B.
(Williams)

Clements,

and a member of a family
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which originated in England and whose

first

Amer-

ican member came to this country during the
B. J. Clecolonial era and located in Virginia.
ments was born in 1848, in Union County, Kentucky,
and resided there until 1879, when he became a
pioneer farmer of Crawford County, Kansas, but in

1884 removed to Chautauqua County, where he enHis
in farming until the close of his life.
death occurred at Niotaze, Kansas, November 17,
1885.
Mr. Clements was content to devote himself
to his agricultural interests, and never sought public jiosition.
He was an unassuming man, but ener-

gaged

and resourceful in his work and had started
upon the highroad to success when his early death
In politics he was a democrat.
closed his career.
Mr. Clements married Miss Alice Williams, who was
born in Union County, Kentucky, in 1853, and still

getic

her husband, being a resident of Rupert,
Seven children were born to their union:
Claude B., of this review; Nannie, who is the wife
of John Davis, a railroad employe of Manteca, California; Willie, who is engaged in banking and resides at Phoenix, Arizona; Bettie, who died at the
age of eight months; Hattie, who married Nat
Thomas, a railroad employe of Rupert, Idaho; Aaron,
of HaHey, Idaho, sheriff of Blaine County; and
Etta B., who is an assistant in the postoffiee at

survives

Idaho.

Rupert, Idaho.
Claude B. Clements received his education in the
public schools of Crawford and Chautauqua counIndeties, Kansas, and attended the high school at
Reared on his father 's farm, he was
pendence.

engaged in agricultural pursuits until reaching the
age of twenty-three years, at which time he embarked in the oil business in the Mid-Continent field.
"His start was necessarily a modest one and he was
possessed of only limited financial resources, but his
hard, intelligent and well-directed labors more than
made up for his other lack of advantages and he
steadily advanced himself to a leading place among
At the present time he has
the men in this field.
several producing leases in Cliautauqua and Mont-

gomery

counties,

including

twelve

oil

wells

in

the

former and two in the latter, and that these have
been very successful is shown in the fact that
he was recently offered $100,000 for his interest in
one of his leases alone. He owns his own home in
the south part of Peru, and is a stockholder in the
Eucalatum Company. He has always been a stanch
republican, and in the office of mayor of Peru, to
which he was elected April 15, 1915, is rendering the

He is fraternally affiliated with
city good service.
Peru Camp No. 1470, Modern Woodmen of America.
Mr. Clements married Miss Effie Floyd, who was
born April 25, 1873, in Chautauqua County, Kanhas been born one son:
sas, and to this union there
Paul, born April 25, 1896, a graduate of Peru High
School, class of 1915, and now a sophomore at Kansas University, Lawrence, Kansas.
Mrs. Clements is of Scotch-Irish

descent on her
father's side of the family, while her mother is from
the same branch of the Arnolds as was Benedict
Her grandmother on her father's side was
Arnold.
a Miss Chaney, who was a cousin to Gen. Winfield
Her father. Dr. William Floyd, was born
Scott.

November 6, 1822, in Somerset County, Kentucky,
was reared in Indiana, returned to Kentucky and
was married, and became an early settler of Iowa.
as a surDuring the Civil war he gave his services
geon in the pest house at Keokuk, Iowa, when such
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aud the
Chautauqua
County, Kansas, as a pioneer physician and surgeon, being a graduate of tlic Iowa State Medical
College, Keokuk, degree of Doctor of Medicine, although in his younger years he liad been a school
teacher and instructor iu music,
lie was a man of
fine intellectual attainments, a brilliant scholar and
a man whose pure and ujiriglit life was a powerful
When he died
influence for good in the community.
service

meant great hardship,
In 1870

greatest danger.

lie

self

sacrifice

caiiie

to

1908, the locality lost one of its
In politics he was a
helpful men.
republican, fraternally he belonged to Peru Lodge,
No. 106, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, while
his religious connection was with the Methodist Episat Peru, July
best and most

2'>.

Doctor Floyd married Miss Martha
copal Churcli.
Arnold, who survives him and resides at Peru, born
in 1828, in Pulaski County, Kentucky.
They became
the parents of the following children: Elizabetli, who
died at the age of eiglit years; F. M., who is a
retired farmer of Peru, Kansas; Mary, who died at
Synunise, Kansas, March '>, 1908, is the wife of
Mr. Dix, who conducts a meat market at Lawton,

Oklahoma; W. J., who is engaged in farming in Morton County, Kansas; John, who died in infancy;
Martha Ellen, who also died as a chUd: James, who
is a carpenter of Peru, Kansas; Addie M., who married George W. Baker, a farmer of Peru; Kmma,
who died in infancy; Harriet F., who is tlie wife
of John W. Mertz, an attorney of Sedan, Kansas;
and Efiiie, now Mrs. Clements.
Mrs. Clements graduated from tlie Peru High
which she attended the
Lawrence, Kansas, for one
semester in 1891.
She then began tea<.'hing school
and continued to be so engaged until the time of
her marriage.
She is one of the best known and
most popular ladies of Peru, where she is active iu
social and religious work, as a member of the Methodist Episcopal Churcli, the Royal Neighbors and
the Women 's Relief Corjts, the latter of which she
attends at Sedan.
Mrs. Clements has a fine, clear
soprano voice and her services are greatly in demand upon all occasions where a musical programme
is offered.
She is possessed of much literary ability,
and in addition to several papers upon timely sul)jects, which she has read before clubs and societies,
she has written a number of books of poems, and
those already published have received high commendation.
Among these latter may be mentioned the
collection published under the heading of
Home
Poems," which included "Father," "Mother,"
"Husbands," "Paul," "Children," "Winter,"
"Home," "Blackie, " "Temperance," "Arkansas
Fruit," "Peru," "Brown," "Cliristian Church"
and "Wild Flowers."
The limits to which this
re\new is necessarily confined does not permit of the
presentation of these yjocms, but they all breathe a
spirit of lovely thought and of an appreciation of
School in

1891,

following

Kansas University,

at

'

'

the world's finer things.

Ansel B. Hackett. The nation was celebrating
the sixtieth anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence when Ansel B. Hackett was
born July 4, 18.36.
His birth occurred at Minot,
Cumberland County, Maine.
It
was in that
picturesque district of the Pine Tree State that he
spent liis early years.
Mr. Hackett, who with his venerable wife, now
resides at Carbondale, is one of the true pioneers of
Kansas, as is also Mrs. Hackett.
Both came here
when Kansas was a territory, and they experienced

the dangers and hardships of frontier life. It is a
matter of special interest that Mrs. Hackett is one

of the very few surviving witnesses of the Quantrell
raid on Lawrence, in which city she was living at
tho time.
Mr. Hackett has now passed the age of
fourscore, and nearly sixty of those years have
been spent in tho State of Kansas. He is one of
the lionored survivors of the Civil war.
His grandfather Hackett came from Ireland and
his grandmother from Scotland, and the Hacketts
became identified with America, during colonial days.
His parents were Barnabas and Abbey Hackett, who
had a family of ten children, named Lucas, Abbey,
Ruby, Sarah, Maria, Hattie, Nathan, Daniel, Ansel
and Elmer. Ansel and his brother Elmer are the
only ones now living.
It was on September 20, 1857, when Ansel B.
Hackett arrived in Kansas.
He was then twentyone years of age. His early years had been of circumscribed ojiportunities, and he game West so that
his vigorous youth and ambition might find a new
field in which to work out its
He predestiny.
empted land soon after coming to Kansas, but was
in
various
of
lines
work until the outemployed
break of the Civil war.
Mr. Hackett spent four years and one month in
the service of the Union army.
He enlisted August
6, 1861, in the First Kansas Light Artillery, Captain
and
not
did
receive his honorable disMoonlight,
charge until September 7, 186.5. Much of his serv:

was on tlie frontier, in Kansas, Missouri, and
Arkansas, until 1864, when his reg^iment was transferred east of the Mississippi and took part in the
great camp;ugn which the battles of Franklin and
Nashville were the culmination.
Earlier in the war
he fought in the engagements of Cane Hill, Prairie
Grove, Dry Wood, near Fort Scott, and throughout
the Curtis campaign in Arkansa.s.
After being sent
first to Tennessee in 1864 he was in the battle at
Johnsonville, and then in those bloody conflicts at
Franklin and Nashville. When the resistance of the
Confederate arms was broken down by the last named
battles, he remained with Thomas' army around
Huntsville, and the end of the war found him and
his comrades at Chattanooga.
His long service exposed him to countless hardshi]is and dangers, but the only affliction resulting
from his honored career was a disease of the eyes,
and that lias brought him a pension from the United
States Government for a number of years.
He was still a member of tlie army when on May
6, 1863, he married Caroline Evans, of Lawrence.
She is a daughter of William and Betsey Evans, who
formerly lived at Lynn, M.assachusetts. Mrs. Hackett and her mother, Betsey Evans, came to Kansas
in the fall of 1856.
Thus Mrs. Hackett, who was
born October 10, 1829, and is now in her eighty-seventh year, has a vivid recollection of many pioneer
events iu Kansas Territory during the free-state
movement and in subsequent epochs. As already
stated, she was living at Lawrence during the Quantrell raid, and in spite of her advanced years has
a vivid recollection .and can recite in detail many
ice

of the incidents of that attack.
After the war Mr. Hackett rejoined his wife at
Lawrence, and on either the 5th or 6th of March,
1868, they moved to a farm comprising the southeast quarter of section 21, town 14, range 16.
This
land lies 2Vj miles east of Carbondale. It was the
pre-emption claim of Mr. Hackett in 1858, hut he
had never occupied it for the first ten years, having
been employed with other matters in addition to his
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service.
On that farm Mr. and Mrs. Hackett
lived profitably and comfortably until they retired
Mr. and
in 1913 to a plea.sant liome in Cai'bondale.
Mrs. Hackett have no children. In matters of politics Mr. Hackett has voted the republican, ticket, and
has been affiliated with that organization since the
Outside of voting and perfirst campaign in 1856.
forming his duties as a good citizen he has liad no
aspirations for public office.

S. G. Isett attended the ])ublic schools of
Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania, but the war came to interliis
and
to
take its toll from his youth.
rupt
studies,
He was but fifteen years and twelve days old when

Col. S. G. Isett. In the history of the oil industry
in Kansas there is no better known figure than Col.
He
S. G. Isett, the man who made Chanute famous.
has been connected with the production and handling
of oil since 1902, and has been identified with some
of the most famous wells the country has known.
Colonel Isett has had an interesting and spectacular
career, featured by incidents and experiences any one
uf whicli would have satisfied the ordinary individual's
desire for adventure; but while he bears bodily scars
as mementos of the thrilling times through which he
has passed, his mental capacity remains unimpaired,
and today, with faculties sharpened and fully, developed, he maintains liis position as a leading business
man of Chanute, in the midst of the stern competition
of the younger generation growing up about him.
Colonel Isett is descended from Green ancestors who
operated as merchants on the high seas, and who
drifted into England, France and Germany, from
which last-named countrj' they came to America prior
to the Kevolutiou, first settling in Connecticut, later
going to Virginia, then to Pennsylvania. In tlie Old
Dominion State, in 1S14, was born James K. Isett,
He was reared in Lebanon
the fatlier of the Colonel.
County, Pennsylvania, from whence he went to Huntingdon County, in the same state, and was there marAs a successful farmer, he was the owner of
ried.
a large property, and also owned and operated an iron
furnace.
It is a peculiar fact that he sliould have
died as a result of the Civil war, although not a par-

Winchester and Cedar Creek, and fought under such
able commanders as Siegel, Hayes and Sheridan, being
frequently on staff duty. He was seriously wounded
at Fisher 's Hill, where a piece of exploded shell struck
liis left ankle,
disabling liim for several months; again,
at Winchester, September 19, 1864, he was wounded,
receiving a sabre cut across the head and at Front
Royal he was shot through the left wrist.

war

ticipant, wliile his son,

who fought

in

many

battles,

While visiting
should have passed safely through.
the battlefield of Gettysburg, he contracted bloodpoisoning, from which he died at Marklesburg, PennHe was a republican. Mr. Isett
sylvania, in 1863.
married Elizabeth Garner, who was born in 1815 at
Antietam, Maryland, and on whose grandfather's
farm was fought the great battle of Antietam during
the Civil war.
She died at Marklesburg, PennsylThere were eleven children in the
vania, in 1887.
family, as follows: John, who died in infancy; Matthew G., who fought as a soldier of the Fifty-third
Begiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and was
killed at the battle of Gettysburg; Mary, who died
in 1895, at Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, as the wife
of the late John Stedman, a mine su[ierintendcnt;
George W., who was a retired merchant and died at
Marklesburg, Pennsylvania, in 1914, from the effects
of an incuralile wound received at the battle of Gettysburg, while fighting in the same regiment as his
brother Matthew G. J. M., who is a hardware merchant at Athol, Kansas; Ljither, who died in infancy;
S. G., of this notice, born in Huntingdon County,
Pennsylvania, February 15, 1849; John A., who is a
retired farmer of Marklesburg, Pennsylvania; B. F.,
who for many years was with the Pennsylvania Central Railroad as superintendent of the car sho])s and
is now living retijed at Huntingdon, Pennsylvania;
H. H„ who is in the employ of the United States
Mint at Denver, Colorado; and .lennie, who died at
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, as the wife of J. M. Lynn,
who at the time of his death was a retired merchant
;

and

life

insurance agent.

he

managed

to induce the recruiting officer to accept

him as a soldier of the Union, and November 27, 1863,
he became a private in the Twenty-second Pennsylvania Cavalry, with which he served until October 27,
1865.
With this organization he participated in a

number of great engagements, including

tliose

at

At the close of the war the bi'ave young soldier
returned to his Huntingdon county home, and was
made superintendent and paymaster for R. J. Langdon, at Coal Run, Bedford County, Pennsylvania,
He was then
jiositions which he held for two years.
transferreil to Dunbar, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, and acted in the same capacities for that firm
for one year, when he was made general manager for
the Logan Coal Company, at Osceola, Pennsylvania.
He was acting in this capacity during the period of the
notorious Molly Maguires, a secret society which had
been formed in 1877 in the mining districts of Pennsylvania, the members of which souglit to effect their
purpose by intimidation, carried in some cases to murColonel Isett, always utterly fearless and courader.
geous in face of all tlireats, seemed to have attracted
the animosity of this order, and on one occasion
ninety-three buckshot were fired through the window
of the room in whicli he was sleeijing, while on another
occasion, while riding in a buggy with the jiresideiit
of the company, he was shot at twice. Several members of the Molly Maguires were later arrested, tried
and executed, and the organization was broken up
and scattered.

On March 21, 1879, Colonel Isett came to Kansas
and at Humboldt entered the employ of Curdy &
Heed, a firm with which he was connected for four
In 1883 he located at Chanute, where he
years.
opened up a dry goods, shoe and clothing business,
and conducted this for two years. Following this,
in 1886 he was appointed assistant land commissioner,
ail appointment which carried with it a salary of
$4,000 per annum, but this he declined, and took in
preference a jjosition witli Iluiskamp Brothers Company, shoe manufacturers of Keokuk, Iowa, for which
firm he traveled until January 1, 1902. At that time
he began to be an active factor in the oil business
at Chanute and drilled the first indejiendent oil well
on the famous "Isett Eighty."'
Subsequently he
negotiated a market witli the Prairie Oil and Gas Company and put the first barrel of oil in the Standard's
pipe line in the Mid-Continent field. Later he opened
the famous Isett and Erwin Gas pool, 6V2 miles west
of Chanute, in which were some of the largest wells
ever discovered, running as high as 42,000,000 cubic
Colonel Isett also opened up the shalfeet per day.
low oil pool at Longton and drilled one of the most
remarkalde freak wells ever opened in an oil field.
Having taken up a large block of leases in 1914, he
associated himself with Guffy & Gailey, of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, and the first well drilled, at 1,500 feet
struck the most remarkable oil well in history. This
would flow a solid column of oil and sand from 250
to 300 feet through a 6% casing, and these flows would
It would sand
last from twenty minutes to one hour.
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for a distauoe of eighty feet and then have to be
drilled out, and would immediately begin to flow
again until sanded ud again, and this condition prevailed for thirty days, when the owners inserted a

up

After Howing for nine hours
5-^ perforated liner!
the well backed in behind the lim-r, closed the i)erThe company has
foration and the well was lost.
drilled five other holes surrounding this one and all
have come in dry.

Colonel Isett has been widely known in democratiiIn 1886 he was the democratic candidate for
lieutenant-governor, associated with Col. Tom Moonthe first
light, candidate for governor, they being
two c^andidates of the democratic party to make a
campaign through the state. For three mouths they
proclaimed a baptism "for a repentcnce of republican
In 1890 Colonel
sins," but both were defeated.
Isett was democratic candidate for secretary of state,
with cx-Governor Robinson and the Ilonored Dave
Overmyer on the ticket. In 1890 he was appointed
Colonel
a colonel on the staff of Governor Leedy.
Isett is a charter member of Vicksburg Post No. 72,
Grand Army of th(? Republic, of Humboldt, Kansas.
He owns much property in the surrounding territory
adjoining Chanute, ha.s his residence in the city, at
No. 402 Forest .\venue, and has large oil interests
politics.

at Longton, Kansas.
Colonel Isett was married in 1873, at Marklesburg.
Pennsylvania to Miss Ellen C. Heilig, daughter of
the late Rev. .1. S. Heilig a minister of the Lutheran
Church, and of their children, the following are living: Hal, who is general agent for the Farmers

and Bankers Life Insurance Company of Wichita,

Kansas, with headquarters at Parsons; Bessie, who
resides with her parents; and Frank E., who resides
at Longton, Kansas, and is associated with his father
in various ventures in the oil business.

one of the oldest business men of
He has been a merchant there thirty
Humboldt.
In that time he has built up the largest and
years.
most complete dry goods establishment not .only in
the city but in that jiarl of the state. It is a splendid store, stocked with a varied iissortment of all
the goods required by a discriminating trade, and
has been built up on the foundation oC square and
honest dealing and a careful and i)ainstaking service.
Mr. Smith is also well known in other lines of busiB. S.

Smith

is

'

ness and as

He

.a

public spirited citizen.

an example of success attained in spite of
Bergen Stelle
early disadvantages and hajidicaps.
Smith was born at Quakertown in Hunterdon County,
New Jersey, July 27, 1857. His father, Zaehariah
Smith, was born in the same part of New .Tcrsey in
1832, was a merchant tailor, and died at Quakertown,
is

Now

.Tersey, in 1S62 when only thirty years of age.
Ho w.as a menilier of the Baptist Church. He married Lydia Ann .lohnston, who was born in 183.5 and

now living at Paterson, New Jersey. Mr. and Mrs.
Zachari.ah Smith had three children: 'William Judson, a resident of Humboldt, Kansas; Enuna L., at
home with her mother at Paterson, New Jersey; and
Mrs. Zachnriah Smith married for her
Bergen S.

was master mechanic of the Illinois Central Kailway. Mr. and Mrs. Graham had two children: Harry
D., of Paterson, New Jersey; and Margaret, living
at Paterson, the widow of Edward Conley Toie, who
was in the insurance business.
B. S. Smith attended the Reading Academy at
Flemington, New Jersey, and .a private school. He
was only thirteen when he left school to make his
own way in the world. For a number of years he
earned his living as an employe in the oflice of the
Hunterdon County Republican, and acquired considerable knowledge of the newspaper and printing
business.
In 1877 he left newspaper work to come
west, and for a time was in the groat department
store of Bulleen, Moore & Emery at Kansas City,
Missouri, and later became connected with the wholesale house of Tootle-Hanna Dry Goods Company at
Kansas City.
While with that wholesale firm he
learned the dry goods business in many of its details,
and the experience has proved invaluable to him in
his subsequent career as an independent merchant.
Mr. Smith remained with the Tootle-Hanna Coml)any until 1884.
In that year he

came to Kansas and located at
(^herryvale, where he conducted a clothing and furIn 1886 he
nishing store for a year and a half.
moved to Humboldt, and there established the B. S.
Smith dry goods store located on Bridge Street on
the north side of the Square.
His large stock now
fills floor si)aco 50 by 100 feet, and his trade covers
radius of twenty miles east and west of Humboldt and five miles to the north and south of that

;i

city.

Mr. Smith has also been vitally connected with
and manufacturing interests of Humboldt, and is a director, stockliolder and vice presiHe owns
dent of the Humboldt Brick Company.
the industrial

considerable business jiroperty :inil land in Morton
County, and has recently completed a fine modern
home on Osage Street between Eleventh and Twelfth
He is treasurer of the Humboldt School
streets.
Board, an active member of the Board of Trade, and
for ten years served as city treasurer of Humboldt.
Politically Mr.

Smith

is

ii

rei)ublican .and fraternally

with Pacific Lodge No. 29, Ancient
Free and Acce|ited Masons, Valley Chapter No. 11,
Royal Arch Masons, Cluinute Commandery of the
Kn"ights Templar. Humboldt Camp No. 987, Modern Woodmen of America, Humboldt Lodge No. 133,
Ancient Order of United Workmen, and the Court
of Honor. He is a member and elder in the Presbyterian Church.
he

is

afliliated

Mr. Smith was married at Jacksonville, Illinois, in
1903 to Miss Clara D. Nolte, daughter of George II.
Nolte.
Her mother now reHumboldt, and her father, deceased, was a
pork packer in Beardstown and Jacksonville, Illinois.
Mrs. Smith died in June, 1904.
anrl

Mary (Dunbaugh)

sides at

is

Nicol Graham was
second husband Nicol Graham.
born in Newfermland, Scotland, and died at PaterHe entered at an early
son, New .Jersey, in 1901.
ago the emjiloy of the Rogers Locomotive Works at
Paterson, New Jersey, rose to resjionsibilities in their

and was

finally sent to Austr.alia to supera.ssembling of locomotives sent out by his
He also served as master mechanic of
company.
the Renssalaer & Saratoga Railroad, and at one time

service,
vise the

George James Sh.\rp during the thirty odd years
he has lived in Elk County has been a f.armer, school
teacher, county oflicial, abstractor and lawyer, and
his friends and associates say that whatever he undertakes he does with all the enthusiasm of his nature and
He is an exceedingly
to the limit of his ability.
useful citizen, and his services have for several years
been untilized by the City of Howard through the
office of mayor.
Mr. Sharp was born on a farm in Hendricks County,
Indiana. December 26, 1862, a son of William P. and
He h.as a very interesting
.\nna T. iHigginsi Sharp.
ancestr;il

record.
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first

Americans of the name were Scotch-Irish

jieople Tvho came from the north of Ireland to Virginia in colonial days. Mr. Sharp is descended fr'om
His greatrevolutionary ancestors on both sides.
great-grandfather, James Sharp, participated in the

struggle for imiepcndence and hecame a celebrated
scout both during tliat war and afterwards in the
western wilderness. This revolutionary patriot was
born in Virginia, but after the Bevolutiouary war he
moved across the mountains and settled in Kentucky.
In Bath County, Kentucky, is a town named Sharpsburg, where a number of the Sharp family settled
in pioneer times.
The village was nanu^d in honor of
Moses Sharp, a relative of the branch of the family
now being considered. Moses Sharp was in the Fourth
Virginia Continental troops in the Revolutionary war.
The great-grandfather of G. J. Sharp was also named
James, was a native of Virginia, horn in 1784, and
was reared at Sharpsburg, Kentucky. He lived there
until his marriage, then removed to Bedford County,
Tennessee, and died there five years latel' in 1816.
He was a farmer and millwright.
The next individual in the paternal ancestry is the

grandfather, also James Sharp, who was liorn in Bedford County, Tennessee, January 16, 1814. When he
was four years of age, in 1818, the family returned to
the vicinity of Sharpsburg in Bass County, Kentucky,
and he grew up there. Later he moved to New Winchester in Hendrix County, Indiana, and became one
of the pioneer farmers and stockmen of that locality.
He lived there until his death on January 16, 1872.
He married Malinda M. Randall, who was born in
Allen County, Kentucky, May 7, 1819, and died at
New Winchester, Indiana, in April, 1908.
Of Mr. Sharp 's maternal line reference should be
made to his great-grandfather, Daniel Higgins, who
was born in Augusta County, Virginia, in 1763. He
was one of the boyish patriots in the Revolutionary
war, and he afterwards drew a pension for his service.
Much of this service was done on the western frontier,
in fighting the Indians and their British allies.
The
annals of the Federal Government show a complete
record of his various enlistments.
He first enlisted
in May, 1779, when sixteen years of age, and served
one mouth as a private in Capt. Silas Hardin's company in the Virginia troops. Not long afterward he
apparently crossed the mountains into Kentucky, since
in April, 1780, he enlisted for a month as a private
under Capt. John Cowan, ajid that service was rendered in Kentucky. In July, 1780, he enlisted, serving

weeks as private under Capt. John Kllison, also in
Kentucky, in which state all his remaining enlistments
were.
In June, 1781, he enlisted and served six months
In March,
as sergeant under Capt. John Ellison.
1782, he enlisted for six weeks as sergeant under
Maj. John Logan. There is record of another enlistment and several weeks of service during 1782 as
His last enlistment
private under Capt. .Tohn Martin.
was in October, 1782, and he was a private in the
ranks for six months under the noted scout and
Indian fighter, Simon Kenton.
William P. Sharp, father of George J., was born
•on a farm at New Winchester, Indiana, August 5,
1S.S8.
He grew up tliere, married, took up farming,
and in 1866 removed to Edgar County, Illinois, where
he not only farmed but taught school. From 1871 to
1880 he lived on a farm in Douglas County, Illinois,
and in 1880 came to Kansas and located near Waverly
From his farm in that section
in Coffey County.
he removed to Elk County in 1883 and bought the
farm which is still owned by his estate. This farm
comprises 240 acres ami is situated 4% miles northeast of Longton.
Tliat was his home the rest of his
six
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but he died during a visit to the scenes of his
birth in Hendricks County, Indiana, on
July 4, 1904."
His body is novr at rest at Longton, Kansas. Ho
became one of the early repuldican voters and exercised his franchise in tliat direction the rest of his
life.
Wherever he lived he was an active member
of the Chri.stiau Church and served for
many years
as an elder.
His only fraternity was the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. His wife, Anna T. Higgins,
who was liorn in April, 1836, at New Winchester,
Iniliana, is still living, ])ast eighty years of age, at
Howard, Kansas. George J. Sharp was the oldest of
their cliildren.
Dr. E. G. Sharp, a grailuate of the
Eclectic Medical Institute at Cincinnati, is a physician
and surgeon at (iutlirie, Oklahoma. Dr. Thomas L.,
who also graduated from the Eclectic Institute at
Cincinnati, is jiracticing at Orlando, Oklahoma.
George J. Sharp acquired most of his education in
Douglas County, Illinois, also attended school in Coffey
County, Kansas, and for two years was a student in
tlie Kansas Normal College at Fort Scott.
He left
tliat school in 1888, following wlych he was a teacher
in the country districts of Elk County five
years, and
then put in four years as a farmer. In 1899 Mr.
Sharp was elected county clerk of Elk County and
gave a creditable administration of that oflSce for five
In 1904 he opened an office as an abstractor
years.
and continues that branch of business to the present
time.
He is a recognized authority on land titles and
life,

descriptions in Elk County and has a very complete
set of abstracts.
In the intervals of his other busi-

ness Mr. Sharp carried on the study of law with Mr.
Keenan Hurst of Howard, and in January, 1916, was
admitted to the Kansas bar.
Mr. Sharp 's property includes a half section of
farming land five miles northeast of Longton, hia
residence at Cedar and Monroe streets in Howard, and
also the Independent Order of Odd Fellows Building,
in which his offices are located.
For ciglit years u]) to 1916 he served as justice of
the peace, and in April, 1913, was elected for his first
term as mayor, being re-elected in 1915. During his
administration the City of Howard has advanced
municipally by at least two important improvements.
One of these was the installation of an electric lighting
system, and the other was the establishment of a
natural gas plant, both of which are under municipal

ownership.

Mr. Sharp is a republican, is an elder in the ChrisChurch, is past noble grand of Howard Lodge
No. 134, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and a
member of Longton Lodge of the Ancient Order of
United Workmen.
On August 10, 1902, at Longton, Kansas, he married
Miss Ada F. Sutton, daughter of E. R. and Barbara
J. (Weniek) Sutton.
Her parents reside at Longton,
lier father being a retired farmer.
Two children were
born to Mr. ami Mrs. Sharp: George H., born August
11. 1903; and William Robert, who died at the age of
tian

five years.

Ch.\rles W. Green, a resident of Kansas City,
Kansas, since March, 1893, was born in Greene
County, New York, July 1, 1868, son of Charles
and Avesta (Wright) Green.
His father was a
farmer and a veteran of the LTnion army. He was
educated in public schools, in Greenville Academy
and Eastman's Business College. After some experience as a grocery clerk and in real estate and insurance lines he went west in 1891 to Colorado, was
connected two years with a smelting comjiany, ami
on coming to Argentine, now part of Kansas City,
Kansas, had charge of the copper department of the
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Consolidated

Kaiisus

and Kefiuiug ComLater he was in the retail

Smoltiiifr

•pany until June, 1895.
business.

In 1907 he became vice president of the First
State Bank of Argentine, and since January 1, 1911,
has been its jiri'sident.
He lias been president of
tlie Clearing House Association of Kansas City, Kansas, iwd was the founder and until 1910 secretary
and treasurer and is now president of the Argentine
Building & Loan Association.
Mr. Cireen served as alderman and mayor of Argentine, afterward represented Argentine as alderman of the seventli ward of KaJisas City, Kansas,
and was one of tlie first commissioners under the
commission form of governmeut in April, 1910. In
1913 he was elected mayor and re-elected in 1915.
Mr. Green was a delegate to the Baltimore Democratic Convention of 1912.
He is married and has a
wife and one daughter.

The rewards attainable through a
of industry are. forcibly illustrated in the career
of Adam Loch, one of the leading and successful
business men of Clianute and vice president of the
Since early youth he has deFidelity State Bank.
Ad.\m Loch.

life

pended wholly and solely upon his own resources,
working out his own success and steadily advancing
to success and position along the commercial and
financial jiath.
His career should be an incentive for
renewed effort by the youth of today who are starting
life

without friends or fortune to aid them.

Mr. Loch was born at Springfield, Illinois, April
13, 1852, a son of Conrad and Barbara (Hahn)
His father was born in 1825, in the City of
Loch.
Frankfort, Gemiaivv, where he learned the trade of
shoemaker, and came to the United States as a young
man, first locating at Baltimore, Maryland, and after
a short time removing to Springfield, Illinois, where
he was married. While he was living at Springfield,
he became acquainted with Abraham Lincoln, of
whom he was always an ardent admirer, although
a stanch democrat. He made the shoes which the
President wore to Washington.
Mr. Loch was a
master shoemaker, but did nothing but cut and fit, as
he had eighteen men in his employ for the other
work. About 1865 he went to Auburn, Illinois, and
there hjs death occurred in 1866. He was a member
of the German Lutheran Church, and was fraternally
affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
Mr. Loch married Barbara Hahn, who was born September 15, 1829, in Bavaria, Germany, and now a
resident of Lane, Kansas, and they became the parents
of nine children, as follows: William who is a retired
merchant of Virden, Illinois; Adam; George, who died
when young; Henry, who was a painter and decorator
and died at Mobcrly, Missouri, in 1912; Conrad, who
died when young; Charles, who is a tinner and furnace maker of St. Louis, Missouri; George (2), who
died when young; John, who is a druggist of Lane,
Kansas; and Minnie, who is the wife of John P.
Wells, a carpenter and contractor of Lane.
Adam Loch was but fourteen years of age when
his father died, and up to that "time had attended
school at Springfield and Auburn.
As a lad he had
attended the debates between Lincoln and Douglas,
and on one occasion, when introduced to "Honest
Abe" informed him that he would not vote for
Wm, as his father was such a strong Douglas Democrat.
When but a boy he had shown himself ambitious and industrious as a newsboy, and during the
war period often made as high as from $4 to .$5 a
day.

On one

occasion,

when given a number of drug-

advertisements to peddle, on which there was
in regard to the war, he succeeded in
seHing $1.50 worth of the bills at five cents each, a
stroke of business which jirophesicd a successful commercial career for the lad. When his father died his
motlier was left with a number of small children, and
Adam at once jmt his shoulder to the wheel and his
lieart in the work to assist in the
family support.
The lad of fourteen years proved a good provider,
doing a man 's work in the lield on farms in the
vicinity of his home, and whenever he was able
attended the district schools during the winter terms.
He continued to assist in his mother's support and
remained in Illinois until March, 1879, at which time
he came to Kansas, feeling that here he could find
better opportunities for gaining a fortune.
For six
months he remained at Wichita, where he worked at
any honorable emidoyment that presented itself, and
then succeeded, in company with a Mr. Isham, in gathering together a small bunch of cattle which he
wintered in Kansas. He then took the herd to Indian
Territory, where he handled stock for three years,
having a ranch on Red Rock Creek from 1880 until
188.3, and in the latter year went to Lane, Kansas,
where he established himself in the livery business.
For nearly twenty years Mr. Loch continued to eonduct this enterprise, of Which he made a satisfying
success, and during four years of that time, in Cleveland's last administration, served as postmaster of
Lane. In 1904 Mr. Loch came to Chanute where he.
entered the grocery business at No. 1001 North Santa
Fe Street, a store which he is still conducting and
the business of which he has built up to large i>roAs his interests have increased, he has
jiortions.
gist

's

some matter

invested his capital in other enterprises, ami at this
is a stockholder in the Dodge
City Wholesale
Grocery Company and in the Fidelity State Bank of
Chanute, of which he is vice president. He owns his
own home at Chanute, and is now building a residence
at No. 501 North Forest Avenue.
Mr. Loch is a
democrat in politics, and served for a time as townHe
ship committeeman of Pottawatomie Township.
joined the Baptist Church at the age of eighteen
years, and his fraternal connection is with Chanute
Camp No. 852, Modern Woodmen of America.

time

Mr. Loch was married in 1886, at Ottawa, Kansas,
to Miss Sula Meador, daughter of J. A. and Julia
Mr. Meador
(Steel) Meador, both now deceased.
was a merchant of Ottawa and well known in business
circles.
Three children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Loch: Zetta, who is the wife of Lester Purdy,
of 915 South Lincoln Avenue, stamp and register clerk
at the Chanute Postoffice; Jfarguerite, who is the wife
Carl Leramert, of 19 North LaFayette Avenue,
Chanute, a clerk in the offices of the Atchison Topeka
& Santa Fe Railroad; and Esther, a graduate of the
Clianute High School, who resides with her ])arents
and is a teacher of music.

of

Joel Moore O'Brien is jiroprietor of the largest
department store in .\llen County. The present V)usiness is the outgrowth of many years of successful
experience and gradual development beginning with
a single stock of groceries. Mr. O'Brien has proved
himself a merchant of unusual sagacity and has
been one of the principal factors in recent years in
the development and jirogress of his home city.
The O'Brien family has long been identified with
the development of this section of Kansas.
Mr.
O'Brien's grandfather Daniel Cornelius O'Brien was
one of the Kans."is pioneers. He was born in Ohio
and in 1857 cnme to Kansas, homcsteading 160 acres
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in Allen County, and keeping his home on the farm
He died the same year J.
until his death in 1872.
M. O'Brien was born. The latter was boru at Hum-

The old O'Brien farm
O'Brien lived and died is
Daniel 0.
located three miles north of Humboldt.
O'Brien owned the tirst store ever established in
Humboldt. His son, William C. O'Brien, was one
of the first mayors of the town, assisted in organiztirst
ing the municipality, and also conducted the
sawmill in this section of the state.
gi-ist mill and
'Brien was first a whig and later a repubDaniel C.
boldt

November

10,

1872.

on which Grandfather

lican.

Isaac N. O'Brien, father of the Humboldt merchant, was born in Pike County, Ohio, in 183.5, grew
up and married there and at the time of his marriage
was serving as clerk of the District Court. Coming
to Kansas in 1857, he was one of the early farmers
in the district around Humboldt, but in 1887 removed
to Chanute, where he conducted the mill, electric light
plant and a store for several yeais. In 1891 he returned to the farm near Humboldt, finally retired
in the village, and died there in 1904.
During the
'Brien eidisted in the Seventh
Civil war Isaac
Kansas Kegiment of Infantry, took pai-t in some
of the guerrilla warfare and also helped repel Price 's
He was always a loyal republican. Isaac
invasion.

O'Brien married Maggie 1'. Moore, who was born
in Pike County, Ohio, in 184.5, and died at HumTheir children were: D.
boldt, Kansas, in 1905.
C. O'Brien, a dealer in coal and coke at Cincinnati,
Ohio; Joel M.; Grace, of Baltimore, Maryland; Harof Kansas City, Missouri; Bertha, wife of L.
K. Meek, the leading banker at Mulhall, Oklahoma;

riet,

Pearl, wife of Chester Squire, their home being on
the old Squire farm south of Humboldt; George H.,

who conducts a meat market at Eawlins, Wyoming.
J. M. O'Brien grew up at Humboldt, attended the
schools of that city, and also at Chanute,
where he graduated from high school in 1891. He
then spent two years in Baker University, graduating from the Commercial Department. After considerable employment and experience with others he
engaged in business for himself on November 1,
On that date he opened a grocery store in
1897.
Humboldt and having made a success of one line
he has added others from time to time until his

public

store is now completely stocked with nearly
everything necessary for the suppily of merchandise
In 1907 he put up
required in this community.
a substantial business block in which his store is
locat^-d at the west side of the Square on Eighth
This store building as
Street and Bridge Street.

large

much

as anything else gives a metropolitan appearThe
the business district of Humboldt.
store has three entrances, has a double basement,
and the building extends back from the street 140
feet.
The trade has been built up on careful and
conscientious merchandising principles, and now comes
from a country of a radius of fifteen miles around
From ten to fifteen clerks are emHumboldt.
ployed in the different departments of the store.
Mr. O 'Brien also has considerable farm lands in
Allen County, owns two dwelling houses in the city,
in addition to his own modern home at 908 Central
Avenue. He was organizer and is president of the
Mr.
Humboldt National Oil and Gas Company.
O 'Brien is a republican, served two terms as a
member of the Humboldt City Council, is active in
the Methodist Episcopal Cliurch, being chairman of
its board of trustees and chairman of the building

ance

to

committee

which

is

now

constrxicting

a handsome
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For five years Mr. O 'Brien
edifice.
served as superintendent of the Sunday school. Fraternally he belongs to Humboldt Camp No. 987, Modern Woodmen of America, Humboldt Lodge No. 30,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Fi-aternal Aid
Union, and Knights and Ladies of Security.
On January 7, 1903, at Humboldt he married Miss
Adele C. McElroy, daughter of W. T. and Melissa

new church

McElroy. Mrs. McElroy is still living at Humboldt,
while Mr. McElroy, now deceased, was the pioneer
Mrs. O'Brien died
editor of the Humboldt Union.
at Humboldt December 19, 1903, survived by one
On
child. Max, who was born November 27, 1903.
December 31, 1913, at Erie, Kansas, Mr. O'Brien
married Mrs. Austa (Cowan) Van Druff. Her father
was the late Doctor Cowan of Valley Falls, Kansas,
a prominent pioneer physician of that section.
In a foremost place on the list
B. H. AcHTER.
of the men who are identified with large business
interests at lola, Kansas, is found the name of B.
H. Achter, president of the lola Wholesale Grocer
Company. Mr. Achter is one of the men who have

worked their own way to prosperity and prominence,
for when he came to. this country he was without
capital or influence and was compelled to depend
alone upon his own resource and ability. His career
has been one of marked advancement, and the material rewards which have been his have been fairly
and honorably won.
B. H. Achter was born in the Province of Hanover, Germany, March 9, 1850, and is a son of
William B. and Angela Achter. His grandfather was
Herman H. Achter, who passed his entire life in
Hanover as a farmer, and particiiiate<l in one of
Wilthe early wars of his country as a teamster.
liam B. Achter was boru in 1804, in Hanover, and
early adopted the vocation of a farmer, following
He
that calling throughout a long and active life.
died in his native province in 1876, in the faith
He and his wife
of the Roman Catholic Church.
were the parents of five children: H. H., who still

Germany and

engaged in farming; Mary
wife of Herman Koop, a
Holland, Europe; Frank, who came to
States and is now engaged in business
at Cincinnati, Ohio; Teckla, who married
a general workman of Cincinnati, and
died in that city, as did her husband; and B. H.
B. H. Achter was educated in private schools in
the vicinity of his native place, and was twenty

lives in

Anna, who
farmer of
the United
as a tailor
Mr. Piper,

died

as

is

the

years of age when he left Germany for the LTnited
•
States.
Arriving at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1870, he
secured employment as a private coachman, and continued as such at that city for three years, following
this for five years of the same kind of employment
at St. Louis, Missouri.
Subsequently he removed
to Bond County, Illinois, where he invested his savings in a farm and continued as an agriculturist
until 1881, when he removed to Humboldt, Kansas,
which city has since been his home. On his arrival
at Humboldt, he founded a livery business, but
subsequently turned his attention toward mercantile lines, being the pi-oprietor of a retail grocery
business which after a number of years expanded into
a wholesale concern. While he still makes his home
at Humbgldt, his chief business interests are at
lola, where, since 1910, he has been president of the
lola Wholesale Grocer Company, one of the city 's
leading firms. He is also vice president of the Dodge
Mr. Achter is
City Wholesale Grocery Company.
well and favorablv known in business circles of the
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is interested, and his
upon many j-ears of honorable and
The lola Wholesale Grostraightforward dealing.

several i-oniiiiunities where he
reimtatioii rests

cer
B.

Company has

the following oflieials: president,
Aehter; vice president, W. H. Cook; treasurer, H. J. Tholeu, Jr.; and seeretjiry, William H.
Achter. Mr. Achter maintains an independent stand
II.

in political matters.

He

is

a

member

of the

Komau

'

Church, and is fraternally affiliated with
Humboldt Council Xo. 429, Knights of Columbus;
Iiuml)oldt Camp, Modern Woodmen of America;
and the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association and the
Catholic

Anti Horse Thief Association.
In 188^ Mr. Achter was married at Humboldt,
Kansas, to Miss Mary Koppers, daughter of Henr_v
and Joh:uina Kopjiers, both now deceased, who were
pioneer farming people of Wilson County, Kansas,
Mr. and Mrs. Achter
whence they came in 1S7'2.
have had the following children; William 11., who
is
secretary of the lola Wholesale Cirocer Com)iauy; Klizabcth, who is uunmrried and resides at
Humboldt; B. H., Jr., who is bookkeeper in the
Jola Wholesale Crocer Company's branch i)lant at
and
Fredonia, Kansas
Mary, who is deceased
Anna and Kmilyanna, wlio are also unmarried and
reside with their parents at Humboldt.
;

;

Johx Tholex, Jr. Prominent among
business men of the younger generation who
have won success and prominence in commercial
affairs of lola, Kansas, is Hermon John Tholen,
Jr., treasurer of the lola Wholesale Grocer ComMr. Tholen has been connected throughout
j)any.
his business career with this concern, which was
founded by his father, and which occupies a place
of leadership among the enterprises of its kind in
Hermo.v

the

Kansas City.
Mr. Tholen was born June 26, 1885, at Humboldt, Kansas, and is a son of Hermon John and
His father was born iu
Ella (Koppers) Tholen.
1854, in the Province of Hanover, Germany, and was
a young man when he came to the United States,
There he
settUng at Humboldt, Kansas, in 1878.
was married to Miss Ella Koppers, who was liorn
in 1856, in Prussia, Germany, and was brought to
the United States by her parents when fourteen
this

thriving

years of age. Mr. Tholeu 's first business venture in
this country was a dealer in ice, subsequently he
embarked in the retail grocery trade, and finally
broadened out into wholesale groceries and remained
in the latter line at Humboldt until 1900.
In that
year he changed his location to lola, where he became the founder of the lola Wholesale Grocer Company, of which he continued to be present until his
Mr. Tholen was one of
death, February 11, 1911.
the substantial business men of lola, shrewd, farseeing and accurate in his judgments, and a man
of the strictest integrity and probity.
A democrat
in politics, he took a wholesome and intelligent interest in public affairs, and for several years served
in the capacity of mayor of Humboldt.
He was a
faithful member of the Roman Catholic Church.
Mrs. Tholen, who survives her husband and resides
at lola, has been the mother of the following children: Anna, who died in infancy; May, who makes
her home with her mother; Anna (2;, who died at

age of twenty-one years, unmarried; Hermon
John; and Helene, who is the wife of S. A. Bixby,
engaged in the wholesale fruit business at lola.
Hermon John Tholen, Jr., received his education
in the graded and high schools of Humboldt, Kansas, following which he entered Christian Brothers
the

College, at St. Louis, Missouri, an institution whii-h
he attended for one year while taking the commercial course.
In 19U.'5 he came to lola, where he at

once became connected with the lola
Grocer Company, of which concern he
acted in the capacity of treasurer.
He

man

Wholesale
has since
is a young

of much ability, possessed of modern ideas and
progressive spirit, and has the full confidence of
his associates who have learned to consult his judgment in matters of im|>ortance. The p!:uit of the
concern is located at 414 West Madison Avenue,
lola, while a branch department is maintained at
Fredonia, and the present 'officials of the company
are: B. H. Achter, president; AV. H. Cook, vice
president; H. J. Tholen, Jr., treasurer; and William H. Achter, secretary.
Mr. Tholen is a democrat, anil a member of the Roman Catholic Church.
He resides in his country home, which is a beautiful property lying 1 Vi miles north of lola.
In 1909 Mr. Tholen was united in marriage with
Miss Carrie L. Doggett, of lola, daughter of R. A.
and Sarah Doggett, residents of this city, although
Mr. Doggett is connected with a business at Collinsville.

Mr. and Mrs. Tholen have no children.

Carl AcK.vRii.\x of Sedan has justified all the predictions and wishes of his friends as to a successful
career in the law.
He has ability, training, industry
courage, and has handled with exceptional skill
every interest entrusted to him since he opened his
law office at Sedan. In 1916 he was re-elected for
another term as coimty attorney of Chautauqua
County. His first term had given such general satisfaction that he was unopposed by any candidate for
anil

re-election.

Born at Moline, Kansas, January 16, 1881, he was
reared in Sedan, educated in the public schools, graduating from high school in 1898, and for the following four years gave his time and energy to his father,
a well known hardware merchant.
He preferred a
[irofessional rather than a commercial career, and as
soon as he could give up his responsibilities in connection with his father's business he entered the law
school of the University of Kansas at Lawrence,
where he remained until graduating in 1905 LL. B.
Mr. Ackarman made not only a good student record
in Lawrence, but also contributed to the athletic
prowess of the university team. He played three
years on the Kansas University football team, and he
contributed to the many victories won by the team
in those years.
He also excelled in the weight events
in the track and field contests.
He is a member of
the law fraternity Phi Delta Phi.
After comjilcting his course at Lawrence Mr. Ackarman returned to Sedan and has spent ten years in
building up a fine practice both in civil and criminal
law.
His offices are in the First National Bank
Building.

Mr. Ackarman likes to do things. Aside from his
practice as a lawyer he has found his greatest pleasure
In 1914 he completed his modern
in making a home.
residence on the fair grounds addition to Sedan, and
he spent much time in planning and in getting a
house to his own liking. He did much of the work
himself, and among other modern improvements which
he installed is a scientifically constructed septic tank
He built that himself.
to dispose of the house sewage.
In politics he has affiliated with the republican party.
For nearly three years he served as city attorney and
resigned that office on being elected county attorney
He served on the Republican County Central
in 1914.

Committee

in

1912-14.

He

believes in

fraternalism.
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is a promineut member of several of the orders
represented at Sedan. He served two terms as master
of Vesper Lodge No. 136, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons; for one term was higli priest and is now
secretary of Syroc Chapter No. 42 Royal Arch
Masons; is a member of Wichita Consistory No. 2 of
the Scottish Rite and of the Mystic Shrine Temple at
Wichita. For the past ten years he has been'secretary
of Sedan Lodge No. 141, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and has held the jiosition of clerk for six years
in Camp No. 40 of the Woodmen of the World at
Sedan.
In 1913, at Chiekasha, Oklahoma. Mr. Ackarman
married Miss Jeannette Surbeck. Her parents were
Joseph and Harriet Surbeck, and her father is still
living, a retired farmer at Oklahoma City.
Mr. Ackarman is a son of E. C. Ackarman and his
wife, Laura (Thornburg) Ackarman, and is a grandson of Andrew Ackarman and a great-grandson of

and

Andrew Ackarman,

His great-grandfather was
Sr.
born in Germany, and settled near Rome City, Indiana, in the very early days, spending his life there
as

a

tanner.

Gi'andfather

Andrew Ackarman

fol-

Rome

Citv, where he was born
in 1812, and died there in 1S9(X
E. C. Ackarman was born at Rome, Indiana, August
28, 1847, grew up on a farm, and came to Kansas and
He moved to
settled in Crawford County in 1869.
Howard County in 1871, and a few years later left the
farm and engaged in the hardware business at Moline.
In 1883 he established a hardware store in Sedan,
•and conducted that for nearly twenty years, when he
finally turned it over to his son, Fred, who is now its
E. C. Ackarman still lives in Sedan and
jToprietor.
He has
lias long been prominent in local affairs.
held various offices of trust in his township, was county
commissioner three years, was mayor of Sedan two

lowed farming near

His
terms, and is a loyal and public spirited citizen.
wife died in Sedan in 1902. Carl Ackarman was the
oldest son and the oldest of the children to grow up.
His oldest sister, Ethel, died at the age of three years.
The next younger in the family is Fred Ackarman,
and another brother, Paul, lives at Chautauqua, KanThe youngest of the family, Ruth, died at the
sas.
age of eight years.

Charles B. Skoimore. To attain success as a member of the Kansas bar requires more than ordinary
ability which has been trained along the lines of the
legal profession, as well as a vast fund of general
information, and keen judgment with regard to men
and their motives. In the big and pulsing communities of the Sunflower State there is so much competition, circumstances play such an important part in
the shaping of events, and these events crowd each
other so closely, that the legist has to be capable of
grasping affairs with a competent hand to effect satisfactory results. Among those who have won recognition in this difficult field of endeavor is Charles B.
Skidmore, for twenty-five years a Kansas attorney,
and for a large part of this time engaged in practice
Columbus, his present location.
Mr. Skidmore was born in Vermilion County, Illinois, February 1, 1871, and is a son of James and
Margaret (Ward) Skidmore. The Skidmore family
had its founding in Scotland, and the first of the
name, of this branch, to come to America settled at
an early day in that part of Virginia now included

at

within the
more, the
in 1830 in
and reared

James Skidborders of West Virginia.
father of Cliarles B. Skidmore, was born
(West) Virginia, and was there educated
to young manhood, when he made his way

to Vermilion County, Illinois.

A

farmer and stock-
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by vocation, he was so engaged at the outbreak
of the Civil war, when he enlisted in the Union army
as a private in an Illinois volunteer infantry regiment.
With that organization he fought for four

raiser

years, taking part in numerous bloody and important
engagements, but coming through safe to return to
his farm.
Mr. Skidmore remained in Illinois until
187.5, in which year he came to Kansas and settled
in Cherokee County, there continuing his agricultural
Since that time he has been
operations until 1884.
a resident of Columbus, where for the first six years
he was engaged in the implement business, but is now
He has led an active, industrious
practically retired.
and useful life, and in whatever community he has
centered his efforts has lieen held in high esteem because of the sterling qualities of his character. He
has served as justice of the peace, and is active in the
work of the Baptist Church, in which he has been a
deacon for many years. In politics he is a democrat.
Mr. Skidmore married Miss Margaret Ward, who was
born in 1840, in New York, and died at Columbus,
Kansas, in 1910.
They were the parents of two
children Kittle, who married Mr. Cowan, and resides
at Mountain Home, Idaho, where Mr. Cowan is engaged in the furniture and undertaking business;
and Charles B., of this review. By a former marriage
Mr. Skidmore had three children namely: Sallie, of
Columbus, Kansas, widow of Mr. Mayhew, who was a
farmer and filled the office of constalde and other
positions; Andrew H., who is a former judge and
one of the best known members of tiie Cherokee
County bar; and Mollie, who is the wife of James
Radley, a Wyoming farmer and stockman.
Charles B. Skiiiinore received his education in the
public schools of Clierokce County, where he attended
high school, and at the age of seventeen years left the
schoolroom as a student to re-enter it as a teacher.
For several years he acted as educator in the rural
districts of Cherokee County, but in the meantime
pursued his studies diligently for the legal profession,
and for some time read law in the office of his halfIn the fall of 1892
brother, Andrew H. Skidmore.
he was admitted to the bar of Kansas, and at once
began practice at Columbus, where he continued for
two years.
Next Mr. Skidmore went to Baxter
Springs for four years, and then to Galena, where he
remained twelve years, finally returning to Columbus,
where his broad experience and extensive training at
once gained him recognition. He has since built up a
large and representative practice which carries him
into all of the courts, and is recognized a.s one of
the reliable and thoroughly informed members of his
profession practicing at the county seat. His offices
:

are in the Logan Security Building. Among the members of his vocation, Mr. Skidmore is recognized as
one who respects the best ethics of the profession,
and as a valued associate and a dangerous opponent.
He belongs to the various organizations gathered for
mutual benefit and an elevation of standards in the
profession, and is active in the work of the CommerHis political
cial Club, of which he is a member.
beliefs make him a republican, and his religious
faith a Methodist.
Mr. Skidmore was married in 1895, at Baxter
Springs. Kansas, to Miss Ada Chittenden, daughter
of James and Ann ( Peckenpaugh
Chittenden, the
former of whom, a farmer, is now deceased, while
the latter survives and is a resident of Spokane,
Washington. Mr. and Mrs. Skidmore have two children Edward E., born April 3, 1898, a junior in the
")

:

County High School, at Columbus; and
.Tames E. born February 17, 1902, a sophomore in the
Cherokee

same

institution.
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Joseph J. Wilson has been u jproniinent factor
in the business and civic activities ul" Morau for the
He is now serving as postmaster,
jiast fifteen years.
iuiil in busiuess affairs he is most widely known as
a grain merchant.
Uis Wilson ancestors were colonial settlers in
America. His grandfather, Thomas Jefferson Wilson,
was born in Kentucky in 1787, the year tlie Constitution of the United States was framed in Philadelphia, and he remained a resident of Kentucky all

his long life.
He died in 1891, when in his nineties
in Hart County, Kentucky.
Tliomas Benton Wilson,
father of Josepli J., was born in Hart County, Kentucky, in 18^4, and is now living at Bronson, Kansas.
He spent many years as a farmer in Hart
County, Kentucky, but in 1879 became one of the

Bourbon County, Kansas, locating
has owned two farms near Bronson,
and is now living in that town retired. In politics
he is a democrat. Tliomas B. Wilson married Elizabeth Winsted, who was born in Hart County, KenTheir children were: Thomas Jeftucky, in 1834.
ferson, who is an oil operator at Moran, Kansas;
Ira, an oil operator at Richmond, California; Lee,
an oil contractor living at Moran; Oscar, a farmer
living northeast of Bronson; and Joseph J;
Joseph Jocelin Wilson was born in Hart County,
early settlers in

on a farm.

He

Kentucky, November 11, 1874, and was five years
of age when brought to Kansas.
He grew up in
Bourbon County, attended the country schools, and
had the usual training of Kansas farmer boys. He
lived at home until twenty-two and after that took
up the grain business. Mr. Wilson spent eighteen
years in the grain business, three years at Bronson,
and in February, 1901, he established his home at
Moran. He continued to buy and sell grain at Morau
until his appointment to the office of postmaster in
He was appointed postmaster by PresiJuly, 19].i.
dent Wilson.

Mr. Wilson has served as a member of the town
council of Morau six years, and spent five years on
the Marmatlion Townshij) board.
He is an active
democrat, and also takes much interest in fraternal
affairs.
He is affiliated with Marmathon J.,odge No.
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Moran
Lodge No. 21, ICnights of Pythias, being past chancellor commander, having filled that office at Bron245,

Morau two terms, and sat in
Grand Lodge of the state from Bronson two
year ami from Moran four years; he also belongs
to Moran Camji of the Modern Woodmen of America and to the Kansas Fraternal Citizens.
Mr. Wilson owns besides his residence in the west
part of town near the public park, the building in
which the postoflice has its headijuarters.
He was
married in .January, 1902, .at Bronson to Miss Myrtle
E. Myers, ilaughter of J. H. and Mary E. Myers.
Her mother still resides on a farm near Bronson.
Her father, now deceased, was a farmer, and came
to Kansas in 1880, locating first at Humboldt and
then removing to Bourbon County.
Mr. and Mrs.
Wilson are the parents of three children: Joseph
son two terms and at
the

Myers, born January, 1903; Marv Bess,
1907; and Elizabeth Belle, born in"]909.

born

in

CEORfiE Wa.shinoton Smith. On first coming to
Kansas thirty-three years ago Mr. Smith engaged in
educational work, and was at the heail of several

He
systems for a number of years.
entered business at Lawrence, living in that
city while his own children were finishing their educations, and in recent years has resumed teaching
city

.si-hool

finally

and

is

now superintendent
Ho is one of

Xeoslio Falls.

of the city schools of
the most widely experi-

enced and competent school men in Kansas.
He was born at Knoxville in Marion County, Iowa,
May 25, 1860. His paternal ancestors came out of
England and were early settlers in New York. His
father, Chauncey M. Smith, was born in New York
State in "1828, grew up there, married in Ohio, and
soon after his marriage, moved to a farm in Marion
In 188;! he went to Cedar County,
County, Iowa.
-Missouri, and was identified with farming in that
He was a republocality until his death in 1895>
lican in |)olitics, and wherever he lived he gave his
active support to the Methodist Episcojial Church,
in which he served as deacon and in other capacities.
(Jhauncey M. Smith married Anna Rogers. She
was born in Ohio in 1833, and died at Hamilton,
Montana, in 1909. A brief record of their children
is as follows: Fannie, who lives at
Butte, Montana,
the widow of Taylor Kelley, who died in Missouri
on a farm
who
is the second
George Washington,
in age and the oldest son; Elmer, a merchant and
rancher at Hamilton, Mont:ina; Cora, who died near
Hope, Kansas, the wife of Leonard Lockard, who
a highly successful farmer near Hope; Mina,
is
wife of Oscar Jenkins, a rancher at Hamilton, Montana; Charles, who has a ranch near Hamilton, Montana, and was recently a candidate for the State Legislature on the democratic ticket.
Professor Smith as a hoy had a rural environment and attended the jmblic schools of Marion
County, Iowa, and in 1882 graduated from the Knox-'
ville Academy.
He coutinued his education in the
Simpson Centenary College, but left that institution in his junior year.
On coming to Kansas in 1883 Mr. Smith first located in Greenwood County, taught school there and
was successively principal of the Reece schools, the
Fall River schools and the Eureka High School up
to 1893.
Following that he took the supcriutendency
of the Ncodesha schools for five years.
On leaving school work Mr. Smith established a
department store at Eureka, Kansas, and was a
successful merchant of that city for seven years.
He then traded his store for a ranch near Fall
River, lived on it three years, and in order to give
his growing children the best advantages of higher
schools he bought property in Lawrence, Kansas, and
;

While at
city was his home for six years.
Lawrence Mr. Smith established the Kaw Valley
His
Creamery Company and became its president.
active associate in the business was D. M. Wilson,
former state dairy commissioner. The company built
up ji very prosperous business and manufactured
butter, ice cream and also ji.asteurized bottled milk.
On resuming school work Mr. Smith was comthat

missioned to establish the high school at Labette
City in 1913, and served as superintendent until the
spring of 1916. In the fall of 1916 he became superintendent of schools at Neosho Falls.
For a town
of its size Neosho Falls has some of the best public
The high school has
school systems in the state.
a full four-year course and is accredited with the
State University and other institutions. The schools
have manual training and normal training courses,
agricultural, domestic arts and sciences and also
jireparatory courses fulfilling the entrance requirements of the various colleges. Mr. Smith has under
his supervision a corps of nine teachers and an
enrollment of 180 scholars.
Since coming to Neosho Falls Mr. Smith has
purchased a splendid modern residence on Walnut
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Street, regarded by many as the finest home in the
town. He also onus a farm of 160 acres in Cherokee County and has eighty acres of farming land in
Western Kansas and other lands in Colorado. He

has always been a hard worker and a good manager,
In matters of politics he is a republican, belongs to the Congregational Church, and is affiliated with the Masonic
order and the Knights of Pythias.
In 1887, at Chicago, Illinois, Mr. Smith married
Miss Carrie M. Finney. Her parents, Benjamin O.
and Mrs. (Johnson) Finney, still live in Chicago,
Mr. and
her father being a retired shoe merchant.
Mrs. Smith are the parents of seven children, the
older ones being already established in vocations and
in homes of their own.
Joy M. is the wife of Gordon
A. Badger, a lawyer by profession and also directing the operations of an extensive farm, his home
being at Eureka. Guy C. is in the advertising business and is an expert in that line, his home being
in Detroit, Michigan.
Georgia is a graduate of
the Lawrence High School, has taken piost-graduate
work and is now teaching near Altamont, Kansas.
Raymond is a farmer at Eureka, Kansas. May is a
junior in the Neosho Falls High School, Ruth is
in the eighth grade of the public schools, and Phillip
is in the fourth grade.

of age when his parents removed to Northern Kansas.
He attended the public schools of Neuchatel in that
county and spent the first twenty-two years of his life
on his father's farm. After that he farmed for himself in Neuchatel Township of Nemaha
County until
1901 and then entered upon the multifarious affairs

and has prospered accordingly.

Charles E. Westl.xke. There is a type of busiman who has apparently a peculiar genius for
doing a number of things well and eflSeiently. Such

ness

a man has the commercial instinct highly developed.
Charles E. Westlake of Sedan illustrates the type. He
has been a farmer and rancher, has merchandised in
several different lines, has been an oil producer, and
is now engaged in the undertaking business at Sedan,
and one of the livest and most energetic citizens of
that town.
Both he and his family have been identified with
Kansas a great many years. The "Westlakes originated
in England, where his grandfather, John Westlake,
was born. He came to Canada, but lived retired in
that country and died in the Province of Quebec, being
killed by a runaway horse.
As a resident of England
he followed merchandising.
Walter Westlake, father of Charles E., was born in
England in 1842, came as a young man to the Province of Quebec, Canada, was married there, and for
In 1872 he landed
several years engaged in farming.
at Sabetha, in Nemaha County, Kansas, and continued
an active farmer in that community until his death
in 1906.
After becoming an American citizen he supjiorted the republican party and was the recipient of
several township oflices in Nemaha County.
He be-

longed to tlie Episcopal Church and was afliliated with
In Canada
the Inderendent Order of Odd Fellows.
lie married Janet Greenfield, who now resides with
her youngest daughter at Helena in Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. She was born in the Province of Quebec
in 1848.
Walter Westlake and wife had a family
of seven children:
Maggie is the wife of William
Summervill, a farmer in Marion County, Kansas the
Albert is in the real
second in age is Charles E,
Oliver is a
estate business at Hennessey, Oklahoma
jiracticing physician and surgeon at Silver City, New
Mexico; Mary married Gene Ritter, a stationary
engineer at Leavenworth, Kansas; Harvey conducts
Charlotte is the
a garage at Okmulgee, Oklahoma
wife of Guy Leteer, who owns the telephone system at
Helena, Oklahoma.
Charles Edwin Westlake was born in the Province
of Quebec, Canada, July 20, 1870, and was two years
;

;

;

;
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which have since engaged his attention.

The summer

of 1902 he spent on a ranch in Butler County. In
1903 he bought a tract of laud in Marion County, but
soon traded it for a stock of goods at Vilas in Wilson
County, and in the same year sold this stock of goods

and in September removed to Hennessey, Kingfisher
County, Oklahoma. There he acquired a half interest
in a meat market and made a success of that enterprise.
Selling out in 190.5 in September of that year
he traded a piece of land in Lincoln County, Oklahoma, for n stock of furniture at Winston in Daviess
County, Missouri. Thus he became a furniture merchant in that Missouri town, but sold out on September
Wliile visiting his mother
19, 1907, at an advantage.
at Leavenworth, Kansas, he accepted an opportunity

with the J. W. Sexton Undertaking
Compatiy, and while with that firm he gained a thorough knowledge of the undertaking business. He was

to connect himself

in business at Leavenworth until March 1, 1910, and
on the 20th of May of the same year arrived at Sedan,
buying the furniture and undertaking business of
D. B. Kenny. His furniture stock he sold out in
August, 191.3, and now confines himself exclusively
to the undertaking business.
He has well equipped

and display rooms on Main Street, and is one
of the leading undertakers of Cliautauqua County.
His business and financial interests are now wideBesides his residence on Chautauqua Street
spread.
he owns a half interest in his office building, has a
farm of 160 acres in Woodson County, Kansas, and
has two-thirds interest in twenty acres of oil land
adjoining Sedan on the south.
Mr. Westlake takes much interest in local affairs, is
a
repulilican voter, and while living in Neuchatel
Township of Nemaha County served on the school
offices

board. He alfiliates with the Episcopal Church, and
fraternallv is affiliated with Vesper Lodge No. 1.56,

Ancient Free and Accejited Masons, and Camp No.
Modern Woodmen of America, both at Sedan.
By a former marriage Mr. Westlake has four children; Elvina; Arthur, an employe of the Prairie Oil
919,

and Gas Company

at Inde))endenee, Kansas; Stanley,
a student living in Nemaha County, Kansas;
and Lucy, who attends school in Nemaha County,
In May, 191:1, at Sedan, Mr. Westlake married Miss
Nellie Conk, daughter of Philip and Elizabeth (Carter)
Cook. Her jiarents now reside at Sedan, her father
lieing a retired farmer and a town official.

who

is

George W. Pens.

The

oil fields of Kansas have
of experience who have made
study and the business of their
It is through the expert work and knowledge
lives.
of these men that the industry has been developed
No mere tyros could have
to its present proiiortions.
brought about the present great production it needed
the activities of experienced, trained oil producers to
develop and regulate this great industry, which is
proving to be one of the state 's greatest assets. Perhaps Indiana has contributed as many of these men
as any other state, and from the Hoosier commonwealth has come George W. Pens, who is known as
one of tlie leading oil contractors of Clianute.
Mr. Pens was born in the Citv of Fort Wayne,
Indiana, February 22, 1S7.'3, a son "of E. C. Pens. His
father was born in Germany in 1828, and as a young

attracted to them
this industry the

men

;

KANSAS AND KANSANS

2130

man

to the United States, locating at Fort
There he secured einpioyment as a machinist
in the railroad shops, where he worked for five years,
and in 1878 came to Kansas as a pioneer farmer,
Ue continued
locating in the vicinity of Ihimbolilt.
to be engaged as an agriculturist during the remaincajiio

Wayne.

life, and passed away at the city named
Mr. Pens saw nine years of service in the
United States Na\7.-. He was a democrat in his jiolitiHe
cal views, and belonged to the Lutheran Churcli.
married a Miss Baker, and they became the parents
of four children, namely: William, who is deceased;
Henry, who is engaged in farming iu the vicinity of
Humboldt; Elizabetli, who resides in Montana: and
Fred, who is a railroad employe at Huntington,
Mr. Pens was married the second time to
Indiana.
Marie Habbit, who was born iu 1842, in Germany, and
who survives her husband, being a resident of MisEight children, three of whom are
soula, Montana.
deceased, were born to this union: Louis, who is connected with the Armour Packing Company, at Kansas
wife of
City, Missouri; George W. Emma, who is the
.\dam Zieglcr, the proprietor of a foundry at Fort
Wayne, Indiana; Caroline, who is the wife of Frauk
Ferguson, a farmer of Coffey ville, Kansas; and Matilda, the wife of Bernard Feil, who occupies an
official position at Missoula, Montana.
George W. Pens received a public school education,

der of his

in 1901.

;

but the greater part of his schooling has come througli
experience and coming into contact with his fellowmen. He was but eight years old when he began
to work on his father's farm, .-ind resided on tlie
home idace until he was twenty-three years of age,
when he began to farm for himself. After one year
thus spent he became interested in the oil business, in
the Mid-Continent fields, and iu 1899 came to Chanute as a contractor. He was one of the pioneers in
the business here, and has drilled no less than 1,003

Mr. Pens is acknowledged to
wells as a contractor.
be one of the best informed men in the business in
this section, and, from the time of his arrival, his contracts have shown a steady increase, both as to numHe has evidenced his faith in the
bers and to size.
of the section
]iresent value and future development
by investment iu land and iiroperty, and at this time
owns his own residence at 201 North Evergreen Avenue, a dwelling at No. 207 on the same thoroughfare,
another house at 109 North Central Avenue, and a
valuable ])roperty, devoted to farming and oil devel
indeopment, in Neosho County. He maintains an
stand in politics, and takes only a good citipendent
zen

's

interest in public matters.

Mr. Pens was married in 1897, at Tola, Kansas, to
Miss Eva Anderson, daughter of .T. O. and Matilda
Anderson, the latter deceased, and the former a resiEight
dent of Clianute and a farmer by vocation.
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Pens: Edna,
a
a gra<luate of the graded schools: Walter,
sophomore at the Chanute High School: Leota, Maxine and
Pauline, who are attending -the graded schools; and
One child, Mildred, died
Kenneth and Marjorie.
aged seven months.
.Tames Scott Cummings, M. P. A former ]iresident of the State Board of Health, a member of the
Legislature, and otherwise prominent in local and
state affairs, Doctor Cummings is a pioneer physician of Bronson in Bourbon County, and both through
his profession and as a citizen he has found many
w.ays in which to mjike his career count for benefit to
his

community.
Doctor Cummings represents a jdoneer family in
Southeastern Kansas. He was born in Parke County,

His Cummings ancestors were
Indian:i, June 8, ISJl.
emigrants from the North of Ireland to Virginia in
Doctor Cummings is a grandson of
colonial times.
Samuel Cummings, who was born in 1784 in Greenbrier County in that portion of Virginia now the
He was both a tanner
State of West Virginia.
and a farmer. He brought his family west during
the "Mf and settled in Parke County, Indiana, where
he died in 18.58, seven years after Doctor Cummings
was born. Samuel Cummings married Bachel McClung.

John M. Cummings, father of Doctor Cummings,
was born in Bockbridge County, Virginia, September l;f, 1820, and sjient tlie first sixteen years of his
life in his native locality until his jiarents moved
In Parke County
west to Parke County, Indiana.
he found employment in his father's tannery until
lie was thirty years of age, was married at that time
in life, and afterwards g:ive his activities to farmHis attention was early attracted to Kansas.
ing.
In 1867 he visited in this state in Allen County,
in 1869 came to that county as a permanent
settler.
He bought a farm in the vicinity of what
is now Carlyle, and remained there a prosperous and
substantial citizen until his death on April 22, 1876.
.Tohu M. C^mlmings was a republican and a very
active member and supporter of the Methodist Episcopal Cliurcch, serving on its official board for a

and

jieriod of years.

In 18o0 John M. Cummings married Catherine Ann
She was a member of a prominent family.
Her brother. Gen. William H. Beadle, who died at
San Francisco in 1915, was sent out to the Dakotas
in 1867 as surveyor of the territory, and subsequently became author of the school laws of South
Dakota, a body of laws especially notewortliy beIn one
cause tliey assure every child an ecbication.
Beadle.

]iromiuent locations in the City of Pierre,
stands a handsome statue to this
Mrs. Cummings' brother John H.
notable citizen.
Beadle was also a man of more than ordinary note.
The Crimes and Mysteries of
He was author of
" and other works, and
Mornuinism," "The Danites,
for many ye^rs held the position of editor for the
Associated Press in New York City. Catherine Ann
Beadle was born in Clark County, Kentucky, in ]8:i2,
and died at Bronson, Kansas, in 1898. Dr. James
S. Chimmings is the oldest of their nine children.
Nannie is the wife of William Linebarger, a retired

of

the

South

Dakota,

'

'

Laura V., whose
at Chrisman, Illinois.
Uniontown, Kansas, has been twice a
widow, her first husband having been Thomas Jobe,
a minister of the Hardsliell Ba])tist Church, aiul her
William A.
second was Benson Dark, a farmer.
Cimimings entered the legal profession and died
quite early in his career iu 1884 at lola. Kansas.
Lizzie is tlie wife of C. H. Safer, a retired farmer at
Cliarles M. is a rancher
Golden City, Missouri.
farmer living

home

is

at

at Standish, California.
D 'Arc, Missouri, is the

was a farmer

in

Rachel, who lives at Bois
widow of John New, who

Linn County, Kansas.

Mattie mar-

ried C. C. Pavey, a real est,'ite and insurance man
Edmond Beadle Ciunmings, who
at Muncie, Indiana.
was born in Carlyle, Kans.as, in 1872 and died at
Bronson in 1914, ]iracticed medicine and surgery
with not.'ible success for many years and is a graduate of tlie Kansas Medical College of Topeka.
.T.ames Scott Cummings was eighteen years of age
when his p.arents came to Kansas. In the meantime
he had made the best of such advantages as were
afforde<l by the public schools of Parke County, In.

diana.

He

also

had two years of private instruc-
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under D. M. Smith, later a prominent Kansan.
age of twenty-one he entered the ranks of
the teacliing profession, and taught school in the
In
country districts of Allen County until 1879.
the meantime as opportunity offered he had diligently pursued the study of medicine in the office
of Dr. G. D. Whittaker of Carlyle, now of Kansas
In 1876 he took his first course in the
City, Kansas.
College of Medicine and Surgery at Cincinnati, Ohio,
following which he resumed teaching, and was finally
graduated from the Cincinnati institution in 1880
with the degree M. D. Doctor C*ummings is as much
a student today as he was thirty-five years ago, and
keeps in* close touch with advanced medical and
The spring of 1908 he spent
surgical knowledge.
in the Chicago Policlinic and the fall of the same
year he took a course in the New York Post-Graduate
tioii

At

tlie

School.

In 1880 Doctor Cummings began practice at what
now called Rocklow in Allen County, but in the
spring of 1882 came to Bronson when that townThe choice of a home and
site was first laid out.
professional location which he made then he has never
recalled nor regretted, and he has remained steadily
with the conmiunity, at first doing largely a country
practice and undergoing the hardships of riding and
driving in all sorts of weather and over all sorts of
In later years the hardships of practice
roads.
have been largely mitigated by telephones, automobiles, improved highways, and many other facilities
which the doctor of thirty-five years ago could not
command. In 1882 Doctor Cummings built a home
on Randolph Street, but he now owns and occupies another residence on Clay Street, a thoroughly
modern home. He has two business buildings on
Clay Street and has a well improved farm of 160
He is a stockacres four miles west of Fort Scott.
holder and director in the Bank of Bronson.
Doctor Cummings is a member of the County and
State Medical societies, the Southeast Kansas Medical Society and the American Medical Association.
He has served as health oflBcer of Bronson, was for
five years coroner of Bourbon County during the
'90s, has been a member of the town council of
Bronson, and is now secretary of the Board of EduIn jiolitics he is affiliated with the democation.
In 1912 the Nineteenth District of Bourbon
crats.
County sent him to the Legislature and during the
session of 1913 he was chairman of the health and
hygiene committee and a member of the state lilirary
and other committees. In 191,3 Doctor Cummings
was appointed a member of the State Board of
is

and he served in that organization three
With all his many
one year as president.
other interests Doctor Cummings does much for
church and charitable causes and is a firm believer
Health,

years,

He is chairman of
Methodist Episcopal
Church and president of the Church Brotherhood.
For two terms he filled the office of Master in Bourbon Lodge No. 268, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons at Bronson, belongs to Fort Scott Consistory
No. 4 of the Scottish Rite, to Abdallah Temple of
the Mystic Shrine at Leavenworth, is past chancellor
commander of Granite Lodge No. 88, Knights of
Pythias at Bronson, and a member of Bois D 'Arc
Camp No. 1010, Modern "Woodmen of America at
Bronson.
Doctor Cummings has an unquestioned reputation
as an orator of very effective and persuasive eloAs a public speaker his services have been
quence.
much in demand, particularly for making addresses
in the benefits of fraternalism.
board of trustees of the

the
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on jniblic health questions and as a speaker -at
Masonic reunions and at various gatherings under
the auspices of his church.
His presence and active
part have been considered almost essential to the
success of any public occasion in his part of the
state for over thirty years.
Doctor Cummings is a
man of wide travel, and has thus a culture derived
not only from books but also from varied associations with men and affairs.
He has traveled over
the United States from coast to coast, and south to

Old Mexico.
On September 22, 1881, the year before he came
to Bronson to take up practice, Doctor Cummings
was married in Allen County to Miss Libbie Ray.
Her parents A. J. and Parmelia (Hovey) Ray are
both now deceased.
Her father was for a number
of years a merchant at Eureka Springs, Arkansas.
Doctor and Mrs. Cummings have one child, Mabel.
She
married G. R. Hughes, a clothing merchant at Fort
Mr. and Mrs. Hughes have
Scott, where they reside.
two children: Elizabeth, born September 28, 1904;
and Kathryn, born in 1907.

Charles H. Apt

first

came

to

Kansas

in the

weeks

following the first election of Grover Cleveland for
the presidency.
He had already been thoroughlytrained and for a time had practiced law in Ohio,
and deciding upon a location in Kansas, he transferred his professional interests to this state and
for more than thirty years has been a successful
lawyer, has acquired a large amount of farming
interests, and is one of the best known citizens of
lola.
He is now head of the law firm of Apt &
Apt, having a son in partnership with him.
The Apt family originated in Switzerland. Mr.
Apt's grandfather, Henry Apt, was born in PennsyU'ania, probal)ly of Swiss jiarentage, followed the
business of carder and wool worker, and died at
Basil in Fairfield County, Ohio.
Frederick W. Apt, father of Cliarles H., was born
in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1824, but when
a boy was taken to Fairfield County, Ohio. He grew
up and married there, and was a blacksmith by
In 1861 he enlisted for service in the Union
trade.
army, but in a short time was discharged. In 1863
he removed to Indiana and soon afterward again
enlisted, this time in the Eighty-seventh Indiana
Infantry. He remained in the service until the close
of the war, and suffered such hardships and exposure that he was taken seriously ill before being
brought home. He was at Washington at the time
of tlie Grand Review, but was not able to march
in the procession.
He was carried home on August
His
22, 186.5, and died the following September 12.
death occurred at Kewauna, Indiana.
He had become a republican during the war, and was a member of the German Reformed Church.
Frederick
W. Apt married Eliza Lytton, who was born in
Northern England in 1834 and died at Kewanna,
Indiana, in 189.5. Her j)arents came to this country
when she was very young, and her mother settled
in Fairfield County, Ohio.
Her father died either
while at sea or shortly after the arrival in America.
Frederick W. A|)t and wife had only two children:
Charles H. and Elmer E.
The latter is a contractor
and Iniihler of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Frederick W. Apt married for her second husband Abel
Graham.
He is also deceased. One son by that
union was Perry, now a farmer near Kewanna, Indiana
.

his parents were living in Fairfield County,
He
Ohio, Charles H. .\pt was born .luly 1.5, 1860.

While

-
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little recollection of his father, as he was only
years of age at the time of the soldier's death,
lie began his education in the schools of Kewanua,
Indiana, but in 1867 his mother returned to l-'airtield County, Ohio, anti partly by his own efforts
and partly by such means as the family could afHe attended
ford he acquired a liberal education.
public school in Ohio, and in 1880 graduated from
the Ohio Northern University at Ada, with the degree
A. B.
He also spent one year in the Ohio State
University, taking a course in civil engineering.
Mr. Apt had his law course in the Cincinnati Law
School, where he was graduated LL. B. in 1884.
Admitted to the bar in that year, he began practice
at Columbus, Ohio, on July 1, and continued a member of the bar of that city until after the election

has

live

.

November.
On coming to Kansas he visited Topeka, Wichita
and Wellington, and in January, 1885, located his
From March,
professional headquarters at Pratt.
18S.5, until June 1, 1904, he was successfully engaged in practice at Pratt, and since the latter date
in

He still looks after his extensive
clientage in the civil and criminal branches of the
law, his offices being at 7Vi West Madison Avenue.
Mr. Apt lias been prospered in a business way
and owns some of the best farming land of Pratt
County, di\ided into three different tracts, consisting respectively of 160, .S20 and 640 acres, altoHe also owns his residence at
gether 1,120 acres.
222 South Oak Street in lola, and is on the board
of directors of the State Savings Bank of lola.
Mr. Apt is a democrat. He belongs to the Presbyterian Church, and while at Pratt he assisted in
has lived in lola.

organizing Kilwinning Lodge, No. 265, -Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons, and still has his membersliip
there.
He belongs to Wichita Consistory, No. 2,
of the Scottish Bite, to lola Lodge, No. 43, Knights
of Pythias, of which he is past chancellor commander,
and has filled all the chairs several times. Other
fraternal relations are with Ninnestah Camp, No.
1275, Modern Woodmen of America, at Pratt; with
lola Camp, No. 101, Woodmen of the World; and
with the Kansas Fraternal Citizens. Mr. Apt is a
member of the Kansas State Bar Association.
On December 26, 1887, at Cincinnati, Ohio, he
married Miss Blanche Gazlay, daughter of Carter
and Lizzie (Emerson) Gazlay.
Both her parents
are now deceased, and her father for many years
jiracticod law at Cincinnati, Ohio, and in Indiana.
Mr. and Mrs. Apt are the parents of two children
Frederick G. and Elizabeth.
Frederick G. Apt was born at Pratt, Kansas,
July 2, 1889, was educated in the public schools at
lola, where he attended high school, and in 1910
finished the law course in the University of KanWhile in unisas, attaining the degree LL. B.
versity he became affiliated with the Sigma Alpha
Admitted to the
Epsilon Greek letter fraternity.
bar in 1910, he returned to lola and has carried on
a general practice as junior member of the firm of
Apt & Apt. He also owns a good farm of eighty
acres in Neosho County.
Frederick G. Apt is a
republican, a member of the Presbyterian Church,
of Tola Lodge No. .38, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, and is a director in the State Savings Bank
of lola.
He is unmarried.
:

William Taylor Williams. More than a half
century has passed since William T. Williams, one
of Sedan's foremost citizens, had his first glimpse of
Kansas, of which state, for almost that long, he has

been a continuous resident.
The marvelous changes
which have been wrought in the country through the
civilizing industries of men of enterprise, are rcUected
in some degree, in the advancement of his own fortunes, but none of these developments have come
without strenuous effort, persistent energy and never
This may well be given emphasis
failing courage.
in view of the fact that charges have been made
that in these luxury-loving days, too

many American

youth appear but too well satisfied with the advantages that have been provided by the manly endurance
of an older

generation.

With

leisure

and love of

they invite weakness instead of seeking
strength that conies through courageous bfearing of
and the
stimulation
of
hardships
overcoming
ease,

obstacles.

AVilliam Taylor Williams, vice president of the
First National Bank, Sedan, Kansas, was born in
Hart County, Kentucky, May 22, 1848. His parents

were Ansel and Mary (Gooch) Williams. His grandfather. David Williams, was born in Wythe County,
Vir;^nia, in 1801, and died in Grayson County, KenHis father was born in Wales and
tucky, in 18.'j0.
was the founder of the family in America. The
grandmother was Jane Jackson, who was born in
South Carolina and died in Marion County, Hlinois.
She was a daughter of a revolutionary soldier.
Ansel Williams, father of William Taylor Williams, was born in 1824, in Green County, Kentucky,
and died in 1868, in Crawford County, Kansas. He
followed agricultural pursuits all his life.
In the
spring of 1855, accompanied by his own family and
his widowed mother, who lived in Hlinois at that
time, he removed to Illinois and located on a farm
in Marion County, but three years later, in 1858,
decided to seek a new home, in Kansas. On reaching
Bourbon County he speedily complied with the law
governing the securing of homesteads, and on his
tract of 160 acres, endeavored to farm profitably,
in 1866 moved into Crawford Couniy and there
pre-empted a claim of 160 acres, which proved
entirely satisfactory and on that place he remained
during the two more years that he lived. In politics
he was a democrat. During the Civil war he served
l)ut

as a

member

of the state militia.

Ansel Williams was twice married. His first wife,
Mary Gooch, was born in 1823, in Green County,
Kentucky. She died in Grayson County, Kentucky,
in 1854.
Her father served under General Jacksoh
at New Orleans in 1812.
To Ansel and Mary
(Gooch) Williams the following children were born:
William Taylor; Jane, who is the wife of W. D.
Nance, who is a retired farmer residing at Niotaze,
Cliautauqua County, Kansas; James T., who died
in Chautauqua County, in 1894, was a farmer; Ezra,
who died at the age of fourteen years, in Crawford
County, Kansas; and Sarah, who resides in Crawford County, is the widow of A. D. Nance, who was
a well known farmer.
The second wife of Ansel Williams was Mary Frogget, who was born in 1836, in Kentucky, and died
in Crawford County, Kansas, in 1886.
"To this marriace six children were born, as follows: Paul, who
died in Crawford County at the age of twenty years;
Marvin, who is a farmer residing near Lee Summit,
Missouri
Emma, who is the wife of .lohn Brown, a
farmer residing near Fort Scott, Kansas; Ida. who
is married, lives near Columbus, Ohio; Ora. who is
eniTiloyed in a smelter, near Bartelsville. Oklahoma;
and .\nsel, who is an employe in a Deaf and Dumb
Asvlum. at Fulton. Missouri.
William Taylor Williams was seven years old when
;
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father settled iu Marion County, Illinois.
introduced
public school system liad not yet been
and he was sent to a subscription school and attended a second subscription school after the family
removal to Bourbon County, Kansas, for here was
a boy determined to liave an education. He assisted
his father in Bourbon County and also secured other
work, in September, 1863, entering the employ of
the Government a.s a teamster, and during the summer of 1864 helped gather cattle for the Government. In that year he served also as a member of
the Third Kansas Militia or Bourbon County Battallion that drove General Price's forces out of the state
and he took part in the Battle of Westport, Missouri.
When his father removed to Crawford County,
his

William

Taylor

accompanied him

and

worked on

the home farm there until the fall of 1867, when he
returned to Marion County, Illinois, to attend school,
and worked during tlie summer there and went to
the public school in the winter until in December,
His
186S, when he returned to Crawford County.
father died in that year but he remained on the
home farm there until 1870, iu the meaaiwhile,
although a man grown by this time, he again took
advantage of the opportunity of attending school.
In 1870 he moved into Howard County, Kansas,
wHere, in partnership with his brother James T., he
took up a claim of 160 acres and resided there and
made improvements. In the fall of 1878 he sold that
property and removed to a farm already improved
Two years later he sold
in Montgomery County.
that place advantageously, and in 1880 bought a
farm of 160 acres situated in Chautauqua County.
That was the beginning of Mr. Williams acquirement of property in this county. Through the exercise of good judgment he has gradually increased
his holdings until he now owns 700 acres of exceedingly valuable farm land, lying in Little Caney and
He
Washington townships, Cliautauqua County.
devotes his land to general farming. Another of his
investments is represented by his handsome, comIn
modious residence which stands on 6 Street.
the financial field Mr. Williams is recognized as a
man of influence and importance and as vice president of the First National Bank at Sedan, and as
a director of the Peru State Bank, these institutions have a valuable asset, and an added guarantee
of their soundness.
In the fall of 1873, in Crawford County, Kansas,
Mr. Williams was married to Miss Caroline Nance.
Her parents, now both deceased, were Joshua and
Elizabeth (Lucas) Nance.
They came to Crawford
County late in 186.5 and settled on a farm. Mr.
and Mrs. Williams have two daughters: Estella, who
is the wife of B. D. Wilson, who is the leading
merchant at Niotaze, Kansas; and Nellie, who is a
graduate of a busftiess college at Wichita, Kansas.
Both daugliters are graduates of tlie higli school.
Perrv, the oldest child of Mr. and Mrs. Williams,
was 'born June 26, 1876, and died April 6, 1896.
Mr. Williams has always been a thinker and
through reading and stiuly concerning social and
economic conditions, has come to the belief that
radical changes must lie brought about for the benefit
of the public at large.
Therefore lie has identified
himself with the political organization termed the
He has never been anxious to serve
Socialist party.
in public offices but consented at one time to accept
the office of township trustee for one term in Little
Caney Township, and for two terms in Wasliington
He is a member of Camp No. 40,
Township.
Modern Woodmen of America, at Sedan. He has
'
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had a long, busy and useful life and still continues
an important factor in all that concerns his county
and city.

Harry R. Harshb-^roer of Sedan has found varied
employment for his energies since he reached manhood, but is now chiefly engaged in the business of
oil production, and has some of the most valuable
properties of that kind in Chautauqua County.
He was born at Vermilion, Edgar County, Illinois,
May 28, 1868. His father was John W. Harshbarger,
long and favorably known in Kansas. John W. was
born in Cabell County, Virginia, in what is now West
His father, John Harshbarger,
Virginia, in 1835.
also a native of Virginia, died in the 'western part of
that state three months before his son, .John W., was

born.
Grandfather John Harshbarger was a blacksmith.
His wife was a Miss Doolittle, of a Maryland
family, and a sister of United States Senator Doolittle
of Maryland.
The Harshbargers originated in Switzerland and came to Baltimore in colonial days.

John W. Harshbarger was reared iu Edgar County,
He also married there. While a young man
he studied medicine and in 1861 he enlisted in Burgess' Sharpshooters and participated in a part of the
Missouri campaign and also was in some of tlie fightIllinois.

ing east of the Mississippi, but after the liattle of
Shiloh was discharged on account of disability.
He,
then re-enlisted as a hospital steward in the regular
for
and
four
was
stationed
in
that
army
years
capacity at the Army Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee.
He received his honorable discharge in 1866. Returning to Illinois he engaged in the drug business,
but still more profitable were his contracts to furnish

and wood fuel to tlie Indianapolis and St. Louis
Railroad and individually lie furnished most of the
ties used during the construction of that road.
In 1874 John W. Harshbarger moved to Montgoinery
County, Kansas, buying a farm, was engaged in its
cultivation four years, theji removed to Cedarvale,
where he was projirietor of a hotel two years, and
returning to his old home at Vermilion, Illinois, took
up the meat business. He again came back to Kansas and conducted a meat market at Chautauqua
Springs until he retired in 1909. He died at Chautauqua Springs in 1910. In his eai-ly years John W.
Harshbarger was a republican, but subsequently became a democrat. An interesting fact in connection
with his early career is that during the famous LincolnDouglas debates, which more than anything else gave
Abraham Lincoln his national reputation and made
him available as a candidate for President, Mr. Harshbarger was employed as one of the (Secretaries for Mr.
Lincoln.
Fraternally he was a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
.John W. Harshbarger married Amanda Stubbs. She
was born in Preble County, Ohio, in 1843, and still
resides at CofFeyville, Kansas.
Her father, Samuel
Stubbs, was a native of Ohio, and <lied in Edgar
County, Illinois, in 1869. He was a pioneer settler
there, followed farming and the trade of carpenter,

ties

and was a strict Quaker in religion. Samuel Stubbs
married a Miss Talbot, who was born in Ohio and
died near Vermilion, Illinois, in 1878.
The Stubbs
family came out of England to Pennsylvania with
William Penn. There were three brothers of that
name, and from one of these brothers a branch of the
family moved into Ohio. Ex-Governor Roscoe Stubbs
of Kansas was a third cousin of Mrs. Amanda Stubbs
Harshbarger.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Harshbarger
were:
Harry R.; Robert Burns, who is a worker in
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oil fields and lives at Sperry, Oklahoma; Gay,
lives at Coffeyvillo and is teaching school, married
F. H. .lay; .loscph W. is an attotnoy practicing at
Spcrry, Oklahoma Roscoe is in tlie dray bnsiness at

the

who

;

hfjicrry,

Oklahoma.

Harry R. Ilarshbarger first came to Kansas as a
small boy, attended the public schools of Montgomery
and Chautauqua counties and received part of his
education back in Illinois. At the age of eighteen he
left school to liecome a worker in the business ranks,
and for several years was eniployod in a meat market
.it
Chautaut|Ua Springs ami in other places. In 1900
he removed to Iloldcuville, Oklahoma, where he wa.s
(iroprietor of a meat market and where he married.
In the spring of 1902 he came to Sedan, and was
engaged in the meat business there until 1910. In
that year he moved to a farm, cultivated it three
A number of
years, and then returned to Sedan.
years ago Mr. Harshbarger became interested in the
oil Imsiness, and is one of the men who have been
successful in handling oil leases and in development
lie now has seventeen producing wells near
work.
Sedan and is secretary and treasurer of the Deer Creek
Oil

and Gas Company.

Besides his residence at the corner of Spruce and
the county road he owns a business building on
Chautauqua .Vvenue occu|iied by the National Supply

farm of forty acres adjoining Sedan
Mr. Harshbarger is a democrat
and has been serving in the city council of Sedan
for four years.
He is past noble grand of Sedan
Lodge No. 141, Independent Order of Odd Fellows;
a member of Camp No. 919 of the Modern Woodmen
of America; of the Royal Neighbors; the Rebekahs,
Lodge No. 3.'), at Sedan, and takes an active interest
in the affairs of the local Commercial Club.

Company and
on

the

a

southwest.

In l!t01, at Hnldenville, then in Indian Territory,

now Oklahoma, he married Miss Clara Whitford. Her
father, S. C. Whitford, was born in New York State
1847 and died in Fayette County, Illinois, in 1882.
Mrs. Harshbarger 's grandfather Whitford was born
in New York State in 1810 ami was an early settler
on a farm in Favette Countv, Illinois, and died there
in 1880.
The Whitfords came out of England and
were early setters in New York State. S. C. Whitford, who was reared Mid married in New York State,
followed farming, and the year after liis marriage
moved to Illinois. He was a democrat in )iolitics.
He married Frances Babcock, whose ancestors were
also of English descent.
She was born in New York
State in 1844 and now resides at Mount Vernon,
Illinois.
Mr. and Mrs. Whitford had the following
children:
Lydia May, who resides at Pacific, Missouri, the widow of .lames McCasland, who was a
cement contractor; Minnie Bell, who died in Chicago
in 1896, was the wife i)f Mr. AVilson, a city mail
carrier; Mrs. Harshbarger is the third in age; Catherine married E. O. Hunter, a farmer living at Godfrey, Illinois; Frederick, who died at the age of
in

fifteen.

Mrs. Harshbarger received her early education in
the public schools at Farina, Illinois. She is an active
member of the Christian Church, a member of Lodge
No. .?.'! of the Rebekahs at Sedan, of the Royal Neighbors and of the Fraternal .\id Union.

Abio

C.

Mendeniiall.

While the Mendenhall name

has been well and honoraldy known in Kansas for
more than a quarter of a century, it is to Pennsylvania that the biographer must turn for the family 's
earlier history.
It has been established that three
brothers of that name came to the American colonies
from England at the same time that William Pcnn

headed his party of colonists, and that one of these
remained with the great Quaker colonist and jieaceiiiaker, and that one crossed the line into Ohio while
the third was lost in the far west.
The Mendenhalls
that Kansas has known descended from the Pennsylvania settler and are yet numerous in the old Keystone State.
A worthy representative of this family
and bearer of its honorable name, is Ario C. Mendeniiall, wlio, for the past eighteen years has been prominent in the business life of Chanute, Kansas. He was
born at Hazleton, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania,
December 18, 1870. His jiarents were Lorenzo Dow
and Sarah Jane (Lemon) Mendenhall.
Lorenzo Dow Mendenhall was born in Columbia
County, Penn.sylvania, October 17, 1827, a son of
Eli Mendenhall, who spent his entire life in Columbia
County, dying in 1888, at the age of eighty-four years.
His wife, who l)ore the maiden name of Elizabeth
I);ivis, died in 1874 in her native state, at the age
seventy-nine years. They h.'id four children: CarlAraminta M., Elizalicth and Lorenzo Dow. Being the eldest son, Lorenzo early became self-supporting, learning the milling Imsiness very thoroughly, and
also the tanning business, a very important one in
those days, which he followed for some years. During
the period of the Civil war when General Lee's forces
invaded Pennsylvania, he served as a member of the
home troojis that repelled them. For several years of
this time he was also in the employ of the Goveruiiient as manager of an extensive rice cleaning mill,
After he
|irepariiig the grain for the I'nion army.
returned to Pennsylvani;i, Mr. Mendenhall was engaged as manager of the great mills of A. Pardee &
Company, situated at Hazleton, and continued to
He then removed
()]ierate these mills for nine years.
to South Bend, Indiana, and there was engaged in
the milling business lor two years, and for a decade
traveled over the country :is a dresser of millstones,
this being before and when
young man.
In 1880 Mr. Mendenhall removed with his family
to Humboldt, Kansas, but did not reenter the milling business here but turned his attention to agricultural jnirsuits.
He ]nirchascd a well located farm of
100 acres, situated in Cottage (!rove Township, six
miles southeast of Humboldt, and, although entirely
without farm experience, succeeded in this enterprise
and became a large producer of wheat, corn, oats and
iif

ton.

.-i

He retired from active pursuits in September,
1909, and then came to Chanute, Kansas, where he
died December 20 following. On December .Tl, 1836,
ilax.

he was married to Sarah .Jane Lemon, who was born
in 18^14 at Rohrsburg, Pennsylvania, where she still
resides.
They became the ]iarcnts of five children:
Lorenzo, who died at the age of eight years; two sons,
deceased, one at the age of six years and the other
aged eighteen months; Ario C. and Estella Grace,
who is the wife of a Mr. Lackef, a farmer residing
Lorenzo Dow Mendenhall
near Cement, Oklahoma.
was a republican in jiolitiis and fraternally he was
an Odd Fellow.
Ario C. Mendenhall attended the country schools
in Allen County, Kansas, and remained with his father
until he was twenty-seven years ohl, in.anaging the
home farm for a number of years. In 1897 he began
operating a threshing and also a well drilling outfit
and ever since coining to Chanute, September 1, 189S,
has made the well drilling business in the various
oil fields his m;iin activity, although he also owus a
farm of 160 acres in Allen County. Mr. Mendenhall
has probably drilled more of the wells in the mid-continent oil and g;is fields than any other operator, having worked from Humboldt to Neodesha, in Wilson
(^ounty, a wide territory, having rigs continually drill;
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he is interested
ing several wells at a time. At present
in seven producing oil leases in Allen County and
one gas lease, and lu)s one gas lease in Wilson County.
lu addition to his large business in this direction, Mr.
Mendenhall looks after his farm interests vpith care
and also attends to the management of quite a large
amount of real estate that he owns at Chanute, inNo. 601 Highland
cluding his handsome residence at
Avenue. His various interests have lirought liim into
association witli all classes of men and their general
verdict is that he is a shrewd, far-siglited business
man but is one who is honest and upright in all his
transactions and rather than talce an advantage of
to extend a helping
anyone, would be more likely
Hence he has a
liand and hnanoial aid if necessary.
wide circle of real friends and well wishers.
In Allen County, in 1896, Mr. Mendenhall was married to Miss .\!lie Bair, who is a daughter of W. M.
and Sarah (Spaulding) Bair. The father of Mrs.
Mendenhall was a farmer in Allen County and died
Mrs.
there. The mother makes her home with Mr. and
Mendenhall.
They have two children: Roscoe, who
was born July i:.!, 1899, is a student in the Clianute
High School;' and Ralph, who was born August 16,
Mr. Menden1910, who is also in school. In politics
hall has alwavs been a republican and, in good citizenoffice but he has never
ship is well qualified for public
consented to serve in any position. He is a member
of Chanute Lodge No. 806 Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks.

Alkert N. Cuktis. One of the most active among
is Althe operators in the Mid-Continent oil fields
of
liert N. Curtis, an oil man with twenty-two years
Mr. Curtis, who now makes
experience beliind him.
Ohio
his headquarters at Chanute, came here from
in 1903 and has since occupied a foremost position
wells
among jiroduccrs, having drilled hundreds of wells
interested at this time in oil and gas
and
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he carried on fairly successful operations for four
In 1894 he entered the oil business, receivyears.
liis
introduction thereto in the fields of Ohio,
He met with sucwliere he became a contractor.
cess in his enterprises in Sandusky and Wood counties in that state, and in June,
1903, came to
Chanute, as a pioneer in tlie Mid-Continent field,
where he has since been engaged in producing and

ing

Mr. Curtis is now producing north,
contracting.
south, east and west from Chanute, being interested
in about 100 oil and gas wells, and his furthest propHe has also
erty is twelve miles from the city.
drilled hundreds of wells and is justly accounted
one of the experienced men in this industry, in
which he has gained a wide reputation. Mr. Curtis
is the owner of a 200-acre faim, located 2^4 miles
west and one-half mile north of Clianute, and a
His honresidence at No. 501 West Fifth Street.
orable dealing upon all occasions has giv^n him an
enviable reputation in business circles.
Politically,
Mr. Curtis exercises his right of franchise in behalf
of
the
democratic
of the candidates and policies
He fraternizes with Hector Lodge No. 64,
party.
Independent Order of Ochl Fellows; Chanute Lodge
No. 806, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks;
and Chanute Tent No. 56, Knights of the Maccabees.
He is also an active member of the Chanute Commercial Club.
Mr. Oirtis was first married in 1891, at Monroe,
Michigan, to Miss Emma Zoraii, who died in DecemMalier, 1913, at Chanute, leaving tlircc children:
Michigan; Emerson,
bel, who resides at Monroe,
who is the projirietor of a wardrobe cleaning business at Chanute; and Emma Thelila, wlio is attending
Mr. Curtis was again
the Clianute jiublic schools.
marrieil, in March, 1915, at Chanute, to Mrs. Ethel
(Scott) Craeg, the widow of Ben Craeg, who was
an employe of the Chicago & Alton Railroad.
i

heiiig

He was born at
Monroe, Monroe County, Michigan, January 2, 1864,
and is a son of Norman and Minerva (Choate) Curof a famiry which originated in
tis, and a member
to the
England and settled in Massachusetts prior
in four directions from the city.

War

of the Revolution.
Curtis was born in 1832, at

Norman

Dundee, Mon-

roe County, Michigan, and passed his entire life in
that state," where he was engaged in successful agriIn his later years he retired
cultural operations.
from active affairs and located at Detroit, in which
Mr. Curtis took a
in 1906.
city he passed away
leading part in political affairs and civic matters,
was a" stanch democrat, and served for a time as

Fraternally, he was affiliated
township supervisor.
In 1861 he enlisted in a
with the Masonic order.
w^itli which
regiment of Micliigan A'olunteer Infantry,
he served three years and three months, an<l then
re-enlisted in the hospital corps anil continued to
act witli that branch of the service until the close
He married Minerva Qioate, who
of the Civil war.
was born in 1838, at Monroe, Michigan, and they
became the i)arents of four children: Clara, who is
the wife of Frank Mulholland, a farmer of Monroe,
the
Michigan Isie, deceased, who was the wife of
late George Strayer, who was a farmer of Monroe
who die<l
County, Micliigan; .\ll)ert N.; and Lottie,
;

at the" age of eigliteen years.
Albert N. Curtis was educated in the jjublic schools

county, and remained on the homo
was twenty-six years of age, at which
time he left the parental roof and struck out for
himself, renting a farm in the same county, on wliii

of

his

farm

native

until he

li

of

Alfred H.\rris Heco.x. One of the native sons
Allen County who are now holding official posi-

tions in the emjiloy of the United States Government, is Alfred Harris Hecox, who since July, 1914,
has served in the capacity of postmaster of the City
of lola. Mr. Hecox has had a diversified and interesting career, in which he has visited various parts

of the country ancl engaged in a number of different occupations which liave brought him in close
touch with the public an<l at the same time has
These qualities
given him a broadened ex]ierieiice.
liavc served him well in the discharge of his oflacial
duties and have heljied to make him a jiopular and
efficient official.

descended from English ancestors
land and located in the Colony
of (.'onnecticut prior to the ,\merican War of the
Revolution, and from that; conimuiiity the family
branclied out into other localities to the west and
south, the branch of which Mr. Hecox is a member
He was born
having found settlement in Illinois.
on a farm in Allen County, Kansas, October 30,
1869, and is a son of Jeremiah and Sarah (Harris)
Hecox. Jeremiah Hecox was born in 1826, in Hancock County, Illinois, and was there reared and
He was past
married and engaged in farming.
middle life when he ventured to take his place
among the sturdy farmers of Kansas, and in 1867
located in .\llen County, where he homcsteaded eighty
There
acres of land six miles northwest of lola.
he passed the remainder of his life in agricultural
Mr. Hecox was primarily
jiursuits and died in 1883.
:iii
ayricnlturist ami li:i(l no ambition for a busi-

Mr.

who

Hecox

is

left their native
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in pubness or finaucial career or for any position
Ue was content to till liis acres and to
lic life.
his
realize a modest profit from liis labors, and
onlv share in politics was to vote the democratic
Mrs. Hecox, who was born in 1842, in Hanticket.
cock Countv, Illinois, still surrivcs her husband and
There are four children in
is a resident of lola.
the family
Nancy Jane, who is the wife of Samuel
Makonie," employed in the cement plant at lola;
John WiUiam, who resides at HavUand, Kansas, and
of this notice;
is engaged in farmint;: Alfred H.,
and Frank Edwards, a farmer of the State of Ne:

braska.

.

,

,

, ,

The rural schools of Allen County furnished Alfred H. Hecox with his educational training, and
as a vouth he worked on his father's farm. The elder
man "died when his son was fourteen years of age
and he was compelled to contribute his share to the

to remain on the
support of the family, continuing
homestead until he "reached the age of nineteen
At that time he was attracted to the Pacilic
years.
"Coast and started on a trip wliich finally brought
him to Yakima. Washington, where for four years
he was variously employed, principally as a general workman.
During this time, however, he made
some advancement, for he attended the Yakima
and, mastering that vocation,
School of Telegraphy,
'
became an operator. From Yakima he went to Portfor a short
liuid, North Dakota, where he remained
and in 1894 retime, working as a telegrapher,
turned to Kansas and settled in Woodson County.
There he found employment in the railroad office
in that caPiqua, as 0|)erator, and remained
In 1899 he came lola, where
pacity three years.
he w'as retained by the Missouri Pacific Railroad
as bill clerk in their general offices, and after one

at

had gained him promoyear his fidelity and ability
of cashier, of which position
tion to the
position

he was the incumbent until 1909. He was tlien made
chief clerk of the Missouri, Kansas & Tc.\-as Railroad offices at Tola, but after three years of service
in this position resigned to become joint station
clerk for the Missouri-Kansas Car Service Asso1914.
ciation, a position which he held until
Mr. Hecox has been a democrat since reaching
his majority, and has been a stalwart supporter of
In July,
the candidates and policies of his party.
Wilson as
1914, he was appointed by President
in "this office has continued
jiostmaster of lola, and
His administration of the
to the present time.
affairs of the Tola office has resulted in excellent
service for the people of the city, in whose esteem
Mr. Hecox has found a well-established place. FraNo. 38, Ancient
ternally, he belongs to lola Lodge
Free and Accepted Masons; and lola Lodge No.
Order of Odd Fellows, of which
21,

Independent

ho was secretary for two. years. Mr. Hecox owns his
own comfortable home .at" No. 812 North Street.
Mr. Hecox was married in 1889, in Woodson
of
Countv, to Miss .losie Rhodabargar, daughter
Jacob' and Abbie (Perry) Rhodabargar, both of
whom are now deceased. Mr. Rhodabargar was a
.Mien County about
ti)
pioneer into Kansas, coming
1870 and here spending the balance of his life. Mr.
and Mrs. Hecox have been the parents of two children: Harry Milton, who is a traveling salesman
and resides at Chanute, Kansas; and Ray, who died
at the age of eiglit months.

Elmer E. Oi.en.v. When Elmer E. Glenn was a
young man he learned the blacksmith trade in the
railroad shops at Ottawa, Kansas.

He

spent his early

on a farm near that city. The trade which he
learned and worked at for a number of years has
been the basis upon which he has built his present
successful business at Sedan, where he is proprietor
of macliine shops specializing in the repair and manufacture of oil well tools.
Though Mr. Glenn has s]>eiit most of his life in
Kansas he was born at Mattooii. Illinois, November
His ancestors were Scotch-Irish pe0))le
11, 1874.

life

to Pennsylvania in colonial times. His
born in 1800,
grandfather, Joseph Glenn, who was
was an early settler near Mattoon, Illinois, and died

who emigrated

there in 1880.
.1. R. Glenn, father of the

Sedan business man, was

born near Mattoon, Illinois, in 1844, was reared and
married there, took up the vocation of farmer, and in
1S86 removed to Kansas, settling on a farm near
Ottawa in Franklin County. That has ever since been
his home, though in 19l"6 he retired, at least temhis time- in Los Angeles,
porarily, and has spent
J. R. Glenn has always supported the
California.
and is an active
loimblican party and its candidates,
member of the' Methodist Episcopal Church. He is
an honored old soldier, having gone out with an Illinois
much hard service
regiment of infantry and seeing
His wife was Catherine
before the close of hostilities.
Williams. She was born near Mattoon, Illinois, in
1844 and died at Pomona, Kansas, in July, 1893.
Thev became the parents of a large family of
near
children:
Joseph, who is a fanner at Fordyce
St. Louis, Missouri; Ella, wife of Harry Huskey,
now lives in Los Angeles, California: Elmer E.;
in
Annie, who died in San Bernardino, California,
who still
1908, was the wife of Charles Johnson,

resides at that jdace in California, and is a railroad
man; Benjamin is a baker at San Francisco; Madie
is the wife of Charles Hughes, a farmer at Pomona,

Kansas;

William died
'

Tears.

at

the age

of twenty-three

...

Elmer E. Glenn received some of his education in
his native state and finished it in the public schools
near Pomona in Franklin County. Vntil twenty years
of age he lived on his" father 's farm, and has a practicarknowledge of agriculture in all its departments.
In the Santa Fe Railway shops at Ottawa he learned
the blacksmith's trade," and remained a blacksmith
In
in the employ of that company for nine years.
1901 he went" to Independence, Kansas, and took up
its
the work of his trade with special application to
was
uses in the oil districts. For the first year he
Oil Tool
employed by Mr. Short in the Independence
Coming to Sedan in 1903 Mr. Glenn estabShojis".

Sedan Machine Shops, at first in company
and
with others, but in 190.5 he became sole owner
his
has since continued this successful business under

lished the

immediate management and control. His shop is situand
ated on Main Street, and he has all the equipment
in the oil
facilities for repairs for the tools used
with
industry. Mr. Glenn is a republican, is affiliated
Ancient Free and .Vccepted
Vesper' Lodge No. 136,
No. 131. ^Vncient
Masons, at Sedan; with Sedan Lodge
Order of United Workmen, and is a citizen whose supcounted upon for any movement
port can always be
affecting the general welfare of his community.
On October 2o, 1893, at Pomona, Kansas, he marrioi
Miss Laura Wickham, daughter of Morgan and Ellen
Paikison Wickham. Her father, who was a farmer,
in Pomona.
is now deceased, and her mother still lives
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn are the parents of four children.
Audrey, still at home, is a graduate of the Sedan
and is now
High "School and holds a state certificate
Ervin is a junior
at St. Charles, Kansas.
(

teaching

)
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the high school and Gertrude and Ralph are both
tlie grade schools.

Hon. Joseph L. Morrison. Few men are more
prominent or more widely known in the northern part
of Neosho County than "is Hon. Joseph L. Morrison,
mayor of the City of Chanute, who has been an imwhose success
portant factor in business affairs and
in his undertaking has been so marked that his methods are of interest to the commercial world. He is
prompt and notably reliable, and tireless
and a
energy, keen perception, honesty of purpose,
at
genius for devising and executing the right thing
the right time are his chief characteristics. As the
chief executive of Chanute he is giving the people
a clean, progressive and business-like administration.
energetic,

Mr. Morrison was born on a farm in Stark County,
July 11, 1867, and is a son of Jacob and
Phoebe (Johnson) Morrison. The family originated
in Scotland, and it is thought that Mr. .Morrison 's
grandfather, Andrew Morrison, born in 1789, who
died in Greene County, Ohio, in 1869, was the first
American settler. He was a pioneer into Ohio and
in agripassed his long and useful life there engaged
Jacob Morrison, the father of
cultural pursuits.
in Greene
Joseph L., was born on the homestead place
County, Ohio, February 8, 1833, received an ordinary
learned the
public school education, and as a youth
trade of stone mason, w-hich he followed in connection
He was still a young
with farming all his life.
man when he went to Stark County, Illinois, and was
there married and for a time carried on operations on
a farm, but did not meet with a satisfying measure
of success, and accordingly sought a new field of
endeavor. Finally deciding on Johnson County, Mishe
souri, as a locality in which to attain prosperity,
settled on a farm" there in 1879, but soon moved to
Illinois,

Henry County, in the same state, and there made his
home for mo"re than thirty years, his death occurring
January 8, 1913, when he had nearly reached the age
of eighty years. Mr. Morrison was a republican in
his political views, but not an office seeker, although
lie took a lively interest in all that pertained to civic
affairs and to the welfare of the locality and its

His religious connection was with the Methpeople.
Mr. Morrison married Miss
odist Episcopal Church.

Johnson, who was born March 9, 1839, in
a
Tennessee, a lovable Christian woman who proved
faithful helpmate and whose death occurred in Henry
the parents
County, Missouri, in 1908. They became
of the following children
William, who died at the
wife of J. E.
age of eleven years; Mary, who is the
who died
Ellis, a farmer of North 'Dakota; Andrew,
in 1912, in Montana, where he had been engaged in
agricultural pursuits; James, of the Gallatin Valley
of Montana, a successful farmer and stockman;
in
Joseph L., of this notice; George, who is engaged
farming in Johnson County, Missouri; David, also a
tiller of the soil of that county; Albert, who died at
the age of one year; John D., who is engaged in farming in Johnson" County, Missouri Ollie. who likewise
farms there; and Clarence, who resides on the home
farm in Henry County, Missouri.
Joseph L. Morrison was educated in the district
schools of Henry County, Missouri, and the high

Plioebc

:

;

school at Nevada, that state, and grew to manhood
in the clean atmosi)here of the farm, residing on the
home place until he was seventeen years of age. At
that time he left the parental roof and embarked ujion
a career of his own, being engaged in farming in

Missouri until his marriage. In 1892 Mr. Morrison
came to Wilson County, Kansas, and for six years
was engaged in farming, in ildition to which for
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two years of this time he was connected with the
creamery business, and in 1898, in the latter connecAfter three years spent in
tion, came to Chanute.
the same line, Mr. Morrison turned his attention to
the livery business, and for four years conducted a
boarding and sales stable, and in March, 1906, disposed of his interest therein and became the proprietor of his present store, where he handles dry goods
and ladies' ready-to-wear garments. Mr. Morrison is
one of the captains of success who have piloted their
own ship into the harbor of success. Each step in
his career has been a forward one, and in each community in which he has resided he has established
a reputation for straightforward and honorable dealing and for success gained with honor and without
In addition to his dry goods business,
animosity.
which is located at No. 30 West Main Street, Mr. Morrison has other interests, being a member of the
directing board of the Peoples Home State Bank of
Chanute, and president of the firm of Morrison, Martin & Baker Company, of Olathe, Kansas, a dry goods
concern.
Politically a republican, while in WUson
County Mr. Morrison served for a time as road superIn 1916, the people of Chanute, recognizing
visor.
the need of a sound business administration, and having had plentiful evidence as to Mr. Morrison 's fitness
for public office of this character, chose him as the
his term comcity's executive head for three years,
mencing in April. During the time that he has been
in office he has fully lived up to his pre-election promises and has vindicated the faith reposed in him by
the people. Fraternally, Mayor Morrison is identified
with Cedar Lodge No. 103, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Chanute; Chanute Cniapter No. 21, Royal
Arch Masons; and Chanute Commandery No. 44,
Knight Templars. He is a member of the Methodist
for
Episcopal Church, an active worker therein, and
some time a trustee.
On September 6, 1891, at Vilas, Kansas, Mayor
Morrison was united in marriage with Miss Mitta
J. Alexander, daughter of B. F. and Almira (Sludder) Alexander, farming people of Wilson County,
Kansas, both of whom are now deceased. Mr. and
Mrs. Morrison have no children. Like her husband,
Mrs. Morrison takes an active and helpful part in
church work and her charities are many among the
poor and unfortunate.
is a young business man
Moran, and since establishing himself in that
town has built up a very prosperous enterprise as a
in the only
grain dealer and owns a half interest

William Irvin Hammel

at

He has also distinguished
elevator in that locality.
himself by a very progressive administration of the
local city" affairs in the office of mayor.
Mr. Hammel was born in Sangamon County, IlliJuly 30, 1876, but has spent his life since early
came
boyhood "in Kansas. His people, the Hammels,
out of Germany and were Pennsylvania settlers in
the colonial times. His grandfather, Samuel Hammel,
was born in Ohio, moved from there to Sangamon
County, Illinois, and died on his farm in that county
nois,

in

1861.

Hammel, father of William I., was born in
Hancock County near Findlay, Ohio, in 1853. As
a child he went to Sangamon County, Illinois, grew
and in
up and married there, became a farmer,
1884 came to Kansas, locating on a farm seven miles
north of Bronson.
Subsequently he moved to the
number of years
Village of Bronson, where for a
he was engaged in the grain and livestock business,
but is now living practically retired. As a republiC. T.
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oan he

lias

served as township trustee several terras,

and at one time was a candidate for the Legislature.
He is a member of the Methodist Church and of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. C. T. Hamrael
married Sarah Moomey, who was born in Sanjpunou
They had two children,
County, Illinois,, in 1856.
William I. and Ella.
The latter is the wife of
.).
R. Hall, a hardware merchant at Century, Oklahoma.
William I. Hammel as a boy knew the rural district of Bourbon County, Kansas, attended the country scliools there, and in 1894 graduated from high
school.
He also attended the old Fort Scott Normal
School, but gave up his studies there in 1897 and

returned to his latlicr 's farm. He spent ten years as
a farmer and at the same time was associated with
his father in the stock business.
When Mr. Hanmiel came to Moran iu 1907 he
bought the elevator, the only institution of its kind
It is conveniently located close to the
in the town.
tracks of the Missouri Pacific and the Missouri,
Kansas & Texas railways. Mr. Hammel has been
a very successful dealer in grain and hay, also
handles general feed supi)lies, and by strict and
straightforward business methods has made Moran
a popular trading jioint and market town for a large
section of the surrounding agricultural community.
He also has an interest iu an elevator at Bayard,
Kansas. Among other projierty he has his comfortable residence on Pine Street.
Ever since locating in Moran he has shown a
consistent attitude of progressiveness in the matter
of public improvements, and he was elected mayor
largely by those citizens who believe iu a, progressive
conduct of local affairs. He was first elected in 1910
for a term of two years, and was re-elected in 1912
and 1914. He entered the office April 1, 1911, and
his present term expires .\pril 1, 1917.
Among
other measures which have had his earnest su])port
and leadership was the promotion of the bond issue
for the establishment of a municipal water and elecHe has also used the resources of
tric light plant.
the village for the improvement of streets and sidewalks, and in everj' way has co-0[ierated with local
citizenship in making a better town both commercially

and morally.

Hammel is a republican and has served as
He belongs to
precinct committeeman of his party.
the Kansas Grain Dealers Association and also the
National Organization of Grain Dealers, and is member of the Moran Commercial Club.
Fraternally he
Mr.

affiliated with Marmaton Lodge No. 24.5, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, of which he was master
in 1916 and re-elected for 1917.
He has taken
eighteen degrees of the Scottish Rite in Fort Scott
He also belongs to Moran Lodge
Consistory No. 4.
No. 4.'59, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and has
held the chair of noble grand several terms.
Mr. Hammel was married in the fall of 1897 at
Bronson, Kansas, to Miss Denia Hickson, daughter
of James and Kate (Clark) Hickson.
Her mother
now resides at Moran, and her f.ather, who was a
farmer and came to Kansas from Indiana in 1882,
is now deceased.
Mr. and Mrs. Hammel have a family of four children:
Mildred, born November 1.3,
1900, is in the second year of the Moran High School:
Marian, born May 21, 1902, is in the first year of
the local high school; Catherine was born March
1909.
7, 1905; and Clark on February
is

."!,

Paul STArroRD Mitchell, M. D.

Incomplete indeed would be anv hisforv of Kansas which did not

include

distinctive

men who labor in
Some have chosen

mention of that large body of
the broad field of medical service.

a particular jiath and some have
chosen to work under a |iarticular combination of
methods, but all can be justly credited with scientific knowledge and a due regard for the jireservatiou
(if the public health.
To the profession of medicine,
Dr. Paul Stafford Mitdiell devoted the early years of
his manhood, and today, after seventeen years of
successful practice, stands as a representative of all
that is best and highest in his line of human endeavor,
and is .justly acVounted one of the leading physicians
and surgeons of lola.
Doctor Mitchell was born :it Cherry (Jrove, Rockingham County. Virginia, November 11, 1875, and is
a son of Dr. .lacob A. and Emily (Furr) Mitchell.
His father, born in 1807, at Londonderry, Ireland,
ran away from liome when still a lad and emigrated
to the United States, and here conipleted a medical
education and began the practice of his calling near
Washington, Rapiiahannock County, Virginia. There
he was married and sut)se()uently went to Rockingham
He was successful as a practiCounty, Virginia.
tioner and was iu fairly good circumstances when the
Civil war came on, but was an ardent Confederate
symjiathizer, ]iut all his money into movements for
the sup])Ort of the South, and with the fall of the
Lost Cause saw his fortune swept away.
Later he
jiracticed in West Virginia and Ohio, but finally
returned to Rockingham County, Virginia, and died
at Cherry Grove, in 1876.
Doctor Mitchell was well
and favorably known in his profession, and was an
adherent of its highest ethics. While the misfortunes
of war caused him to lose his material wealth he held
to the last the res|iect and esteem of his fellow practitioners and of the community at large, and the fact
that he did not allow his ill luck to totally discourage
him is shown in tlie fact that he was able to accumulate a property after the war, and left his children
147 acres of land in Rockingham County. He was a

democrat

and was

the Baptist Church.

a stanch adherent of
Doctor Mitchell had six chil-

dren by his

Mary, as follows: Ephraim

all

his life

S.
.lacob B., who i>racticed medicine for many years at Manhattan, Kansas, became
very wealthy, was jiresident of the Union National
Bank of that city, and died at Manhattan in 190.'^
Benjamin F., who came as a young man to Kansas
and sul)sequentl.v removed to Oklahoma, where he
was a minister of the Christian Church; and a son
Philip who died in Ohio. All these children are now
deceased.
Doctor Mitchell took as his second wife
.Tosejili

.\.

;

first

.lolin

wife,

;

.\.:

;

Miss Emily Furr, who was born

in 184S, in RockingVirginia, and ilied in 1910, at Lintner,
Illinois, and they had two children:
.Icnnie, who is
the wife of H. H. Middleton, a farmer of Renfro,
Oklahoma; and Paul Stafford. After the death of
her first husband, Mrs. Mitchell married David Traxler, who died in 1909, at Mesa, .\ri7.0na, a well-to-do
Cliarles A.,
retired farmer.
They had two diildren

ham County,

:

who

engaged in farming at Lintner, Illinois; and
Benjamin J., who was a mail carrier and died at
Mesa, .Arizona, in 1908.
Paul Stafford Mitchell receiveil his early education
in

is

the jiublic school at

Hammond,

Illinois,

following

which he spent two years at the Central Normal I'niNext he was engaged
versity, at Danville, Indiana.
in teaching at the rural school at Burrowsville, Illinois, for two years, and in the meantime ajiplied his
spare hours to stuily, this preparing for his entrance
at Bering Medical College, where he matriculateil in
189.1.
In 1899 he was graduated from that institu-
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tioii with the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and in lines of development and improvement which have
been lirought about during the last decade or so.
the following year he was granted tlie same degree
Mr. Vaughan has an interesting family history.
by the medical department of the University of IlliHe was born at Sedalia, Missouri, June 29, 1873, but
nois.
During this time, Doctor Mitchell had spent his
has lived in Kansas for thirty years.
He was the
summer vacations doing special work at Northwestern
in pathology
only son in seven children born to Richard Clarke
University, where he perfected himself
and
His father was
and bacteriology, and one summer was at the Uni(Sterrett) Vaughan.
born in Virginia and his mother in Missouri.
He began the practice of his
versity of Chicago.
Sterrett 's father, who was of Pennsylvania-Dutch
one year and
calling at Hammond, Illinois, but after
stock, came overland to Southern Missouri in 1825,
four months, seeking a broader field for the display
locating on a farm of 320 acres in Benton County.
of his abilities, came to lola, Kansas, where he
He was a man of prominence in that section of MisHere he has been
arrived in the winter of 1901.
of medicine and sursouri, and added greatly to his holdings until he
engas;ed in a general practice
had a sjilendid estate.
He lived and died there.
gery "ever since. Doctor Mitchell took a post-graduate
He was a slave owner and two of his sons fought on
course at the New York Post-Graduate School, in
the Confederate side during the Civil war.
One of
190o. specializing in surgery. In the summer of 1914
these, George, was killed at the battle of Springfield.
he went to Europe, and during this trip visited hosAugustus, who died at Nevada, Missouri, in 1915,
pitals at Paris, France; Bern, Switzerland; Zurich,
went all through the war and was with Lee at the
Switzerland; Munich, Germany; Vienna, Austria;
Appomattox surrender.
During the gold rush to
Berlin, Germany; Leipzig, Germany; Heidelberg, GerCalifornia in the early 'oOs Mr. Sterrett and one
many; London, England; and Edinburgh, Scotland.
of
his
sons
went to the coast, and the son lost his
He remained in Europe four months after the great
life
the father subsequently returning to
there,
war started, and had considerable diiiicuUy in returnSouthern Missouri.
to the United States.

Emma

Emma

i]ig

Doctor Mitchell's offices are in the Garlinghouse
Building. Throughout his career of professional life
his duties have been performed with the greatest
care and scientifie accuracy. In addition to his professional practice in this direction, he is general
superintendent and owner of the Physicians and
Surgeons Hospital, at 202 East Street, which has
accommodations for ten patients, and where Doctor
He is never
Mitchell performs his own operations.
too busy to be courteous and cordial, yet he has never
allowed anything to interfere with the careful and
honorable conduct of his profession. In its various
phases his life is well balanced and makes him highly
esteemed in all those circles where true worth is reDoctor
ceived as the passport into good society.
He was a member of the
Mitchell is a republican.
school board, and served as president thereof during
one year of the eight years in whii/h he was connected with that body.
Fraternally, he is a thirtysecond degree, Scottish Rite Mason, belonging to lola
Lodge, No. 38, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons;
8, Royal Arch Masons; Esdraelon Commandery, No. 49, Knights Templar; Fort
Scott Consistory, Select Royal Masons; and Mirza
Temjile, Ancient and Aral)ic Order Nobles of the
He also belongs to
Mystic Shrine of Pittsburg.
lola Lodge, No. 569, Benevolent and Protective
Ur<icr of Elks, and is an ex-member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights
of Pythias.
Professionally, he is identified with the
Allpii County Medical
Society, the Kansas State
Medical Society, of which he has been vice president,
the American Medical Association; and the Southeast Kansas Medical Society, of which he was president in 191.5.
Doctor Mitchell was married December 25, 1902,
at
Hammond, Illinois, to Miss Mary G. Jaques,
daughter of 0. B. and Elizabeth (Farrar) .laques,
Doctor and Mrs.
residents of Mattoon, Illinois.
Mitchell have no children.
Vallcv Chapter, No.

AViLLiAM Lee V.mighan for a number of years
been one of the foremost business men and
merchiXnts of Kansas City, Kansas. 'Nearly all the
has

residents
at

of

that

city

know

his

place

of

business

Eighteenth and Central Avenue, and particularly

in that district of Kansas City his influence is recognized as having been one of the chief factors in many

The paternal grandfather of William Lee Vaughan
was Dr. William Loving Vaughan. With his family
he made the long journey overland from Virginia
to Osceola, St. Clair County, Missouri.
He was a
skillful physician, built up a large practice and
became a wealthy man for those days. In the cattle
business he was associated with the father of William P. Johnson, now well known through his official connection with the Southwestern National Bank
of Kansas City, Missouri.
At one time Doctor
Vaughan owned the largest part of St. Clair County,
and conducted it as a vast cattle ranch. His prosperity continued practically uninterrupted until the
time of the war, when, like so many others, his property was dissipated and the family fortunes reduced
to a low ebb.
During the war fully 1,000 head of
cattle were driven off the Vaughan ranch and pracDoctor
tically
nothing was left but the land.
Vaughan was not only a remarkable business man,
but also possessed that integrity which caused people
of all classes to repose utmost confidence in him,
and it is said that when the war broke out many
of the soldiers in going to the front left the entire
management of their affairs in his hands. In those
troublous times it is not strange that he had some
personal enemies in spite of the essential kindliness
and generosity of his character. In 1864, whUe he
was riding his horse along the streets of Osceola he
was shot down by a personal enemy, and his death
was felt as a personal loss and calamity to hundreds
of people outside of liis own family.
He was a
devout Presbyterian.
Richard Clarke Vaughan, father of the Kansas
City business man, spent his early boyhood days in
Missouri, gained an education in the district schools,
lived on the farm and later learned the trade of
tinsmith.
Prior to the war he was in the hardware
business and also carried a stock of tinware and other
in
goods
wagons, peddling them over the country districts.
He had a genius for business affairs, and like
his father en.ioyed the complete confidence of all
the people with whom he had dealings. He also was
exposed to the dangers and liardships of warfare.
In the old Town of Osceola his store was burned
by a gang of bushwackers, and a little later the
Bushwliackers perjjetrafcd another raid upon the
At the time of the second raid Augustus
town.
Sterrett, who had served in the Confederate army,
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ill at home,
but tlie Federal soldiers expressed a determination to kill hini and were only
ilissuaded from the purpose by his mother, who told
him that ho was near death.
Following the horrors of war, Richard C. Vaughan
res\imed the tinning business and followed it largely
The family fortunes were
until his death in 1886.
The mother for
then in a precarious condition.
several years had supported her faniUy by keeping
boarders and by doing sewing, and in 1886 she came
with them to Armourdalc, now a portion of Kansas
This removal was made in order to
City, Kansas.
give the children better opportunities, and it was
largely due to the self-sacrificing love and devotion
of tlio mother that the children had the advantages
of good schools. In Armourdale she continued keeping boarders until her children were in a position to
do for themselves.
William Lee Vaughan was about thirteen or fourteen years of age when his mother removed to what
is now Kansas City, Kansas.
Up to that time he
had attended the common schools of Missouri, and
his first ambition for achievement in life was in the
He soon gave up that
capacity of an undertaker.
For one year he worked in the office of
design.
Kelley Brothers, coopers, and then found work in the
postoffioe and filled various grades of responsibility in the Kansas City postoflfice for sixteen years.
While at work there he turned over in his mind different plans and ambitious for an inde|iendent business career, and finally determined to become a
druggist. lie studied pharmacy at night, also gained
all tlie practical experience he could, and in 1899
he opened his first stock of drugs, on a moderate
He soon had a large busiscale, at Armourdale.

was lying

and was prosperous until his store was
by the disastrous flood of 190,'!.
indicative of his enterprise that he was the

ness,

tieally ruined

jiracIt is
first

mereh.ant to reopen business after the flood.
He soon determined upon a new location, one on

higher ground, and in 190.5 he removed his store
the corner of Eighteenth and Central Avenue,
where he is now located. He was a pioneer merchant in this district, and the store building which
he erected and still occupies was one of the most
important business improvements placed in that section.
Since then Mr. Vaughan has worked, tirelessly
in developing this section of the city.
Largely due
to his influence Eighteenth Street has been graded
and the curves and crooks of the old county road
has been straightened out so that Eighteenth Street
is now one of the finest avenues in the city.
For one year he was president and was one of
the organizers of the Grand View Improvement
Comjiany, which is credited with having done more
for that section of Kans.as City than any other one
to

He was

also an effective worker in presentthing.
ing the petition for the street railway on Eighteenth
Street, and was the originator of this plan and of
many other plans that have since been carried out
and have brought untold benefit to that district.
In June, 1911, Mr. Vaughan became one of the organizers of the Security St.ate Bank, and has since
served as vice president.
He is a member of the
Mercantile Club, and has been foremost in every
movement in recent years for the improvement and
raising of the standards of the public schools of the

While
city.
oflSce seeker.

On

he

is

a democrat, he has never been an

1898, Mr. Vaughan was married to
Buchhaltcr, of Reading, Pennsylvania,
but prior to her marriage she had moved to Kansas.
.Tune

Miss Ellen

29,

Tv.

Mr. and Mrs. Vaughan have four children:
Sarah
Lee, Cliarles Clarke, Joseph Harry, WiUiam Lee,
Mr. Vaughan is
Jr., all of whom are still at home.
a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen,
the Kansas Fraternal Citizens and belongs to all the
Scottish Rite bodies of Masonry and the Mystic
Shrine.
He and his wife are active in the Presbyterian Church.
Besides his store he owns several
pieces of valuable real estate in that immediate
section.

James Henry Powell.

Chautauqua County has
had a more popular oflicial than James H.
Powell, who is -now concluding his second term as
sheriff.
He has been a farmer, public oflicial and
prominent citizen of this section of Kansas for a
never

A

quarter of a century.
noteworthy
when he was re-elected in the fall of
the
given
largest majority ever given
for any oflicc in Chautauqua County

fact

is

that

1914 he waa
a candidate

and carried

every voting precinct.
One of the valleys of the State of Tennessee has
for many years been known as Powell 's Valley. The
Powell family were the earliest and most inUucutial
settlers there, hence the name.
It was in that locality that Stephen Powell, father of James H., was
born.
He was in that section of Tennessee which
furnished many soldiers to the Union army during
the Civil war.
He enlisted himself in the Union
army, served untU he was taken prisoner, and he
endured captivity in the notorious Andersonville
He was a farmer by occupation, and after
prison.
or during the war he had his family removed to
Clay County, Kentucky, in order to escape the hostility of the South(,rn sympathizers in Tennessee.
Stephen Powell died in Clay County, Kentucky, in
He married Lavina Stanaford, who was
1867.
born in Virginia in 1825 and was killed in a railway accident in the winter of 1885.
James Henry Powell was born in Clay County,
Kentucky, March 8, 1867, the same year that his
father died.
He was the youngest of seven children.
The other children were:
John, a farmer
at Elgin, Kansas; William, who was a farmer and
died in Clay County, Kentucky, at the age of thirtyfive;
Nancy, who was killed in an accident in
October, 1916, was the wife of George Anderson,
a farmer in Chautauqua County, Kansas; Mary,
deceased, who was the wife of William Casteel, a
farmer in Cl.ay County, Kentucky; Sarah, wife of
Cornett, a farmer at Elgin, Kansas; Joseph,
a farmer in Chautauqua County.
Mr. Powell due to the early death of his father had
to become self supporting and at the age of thirteen

Henry

home and
Orange County,
ployer and had
meantime he
terms, and his
left

of eighteen.
tucky.

found employment with a farmer in
Indiana. He remained withjthat emhis home there for five years.
In the
attended school during the winter
education was x:ompleted at the age
He had also attended school in Ken-

In 1885 he returned to Clay County, Kentucky,
where he married in the following year, and was
engaged in farming some Kentucky, land until the
That was the date of his coming
spring of 1892.
to Chautauqua County, Kansas.
For three years
Mr. Powell drove a stage between Elgin, Kansas,
and Pawhuska, Oklahoma, and that was an occui)ation that furnished many risks and incidents.
On
giving up that work he engaged in the drug busi1895
ness at Elgin from
to 1908, then for two .years
was in the grocery and meat business, and he" sold
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of merchandise when elected sheriff
1912.
His present term expires January 1, 1917. For eighteen years prior to his election as sheriff he was deputy sheriff of Chautauqua
County, and also served as constable at Elgin a
number of years.
Mr. Powell is a republican, is active in the Christian Church and is affiliated with Olive Lodge No.
350, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons at Elgin,
Wichita Consistory No. 2 of the Scottish Rite, Elgin
Lodge No. 414 of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and Elgin Lodge of the Ancient Order of

out his stock
in the fall of

United Workmen.
Mr. Powell was married iu Clay County, KenHer
tucky, in 1886, to Miss Margaret Mayfield.
mother, Mrs. Nancy Mayfield, is still living in Clay
County. To thpir union have been born three children: W. D. Powell, who is a stockman and farmer
at Elgin; Oscar, now under sheriff at Sedan; and
Samuel, a farmer at Elgin.

Hakry a. Mendenhall. Though his home is in the
largest city of Kansas, Harry A. Mendenhall 's business and civic activities have been such as to constitute
him one of the best known men of Kansas City, KanFor nearly thirty years he has given his best
sas.
time and energy to the building up of an organization
and equipment for the efficient handling of local traffic
and freight in the transfer line, he is a former sheriff
of Wyandotte County, and is also prominent as a
banker.

He was born January

11, 1865,

on a farm at the

edge of the City of Eichmond, Indiana. That section
of Indiana was the principal center for the pioneer
settlement of a large number of Quaker families in
the early days, and the Mendenhalls were also of that
religious sect. Mr. Mendenhall is one of four children
boru to Caleb S. and Rebecca (People's) Men<lenhall.
Both were natives of Indiana. Caleb S. Mendenhall
_

followed the nursery business for a number of years
He served in the Civil war, first as
at Richmond.
sergeant in Company I of the Eighty-fourth Indiana
Volunteer Infantry, "and with that command participated in a number of battles until he was wounded
when a train was wrecked. After that he was assigned
as hospital steward.
Following the war he returned
home, continued business in eastern Indiana, but
finally invested in some lands in Kansas and in order
to look after this investment and also acquire better
opportunities for himself and his family he came to
Topeka in 1869. He was at that time thirty-eight
years of age, having been born in 1831. At Topeka
he was connected with the engineering corps of the
Santa Fe Railway and assisted in laying out various
towns along the Arkansas River, including Great
Bend. He worked with that company aliout two years.
In 1871 he bought an old time Burr grist mill at
Osage City. Osage City then had only twenty houses
on its site. As a miller Caleb Mendenhall frequently
traded a fi.fty pound sack of flour for a buffalo ham.
He operated a mill for three years, then sold out and
bought 320 acres near Osage City, where he engaged
For a few years he
as a stock raiser and feeder.
h.andled native cattle, and finally brought western
He lived there during
cattle to his feeding grounds.
the grasshopper scourge and the droughts of several
years, and in spite of several setbacks he prospered
in the main.
In 1886 he followed his sons to Kansas
City, Kansas, sold his farm, and engaged in the real
estate business in association with Mr. Chapman. He
continued handling real estate until his death in 1908.
His wife died in 1905. Their children were: Orra,
now Mrs. Frank Jones of New York; Florence, Mrs.
MeCloon of Kansas Citv, Kansas; Lincoln J., who
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was for many years actively associated as a business
partner with his brother Harry A., and who died in
1907; and Harry A.
Caleb Mendenhall was a prominent man in local
aft'airs in Osage County.
He was an active republican,
served as a member of the Osage City Council, on the
board of education, took a prominent part in the
county seat fight there, and he exerted every influence in behalf of better schools and more churches.
He was long identified with the Grand Army of the
Republic and for one term served as commander of
the Post at Kansas City, Kansas. While he adhered
throughout his life to the religion in which he was
trained as a boy, his wife was active in the Methodist
Church.

The public schools of Osage City gave Harry A.
his first training and later for one year
he attended the Emporia Normal School. He then
returned home to assist his father on the farm, and
remained there until 1885. In tliat year he remdved
to Kansas City, Kansas, and with his brother Lincoln
started a lunch counter.
He had brought with him
from Osage City only .$25, and the brothers continued
in the business about two years and then in 1888
entered the transfer business, to which Mr. Harry
Mendenhall

Mendenhall has devoted his best energies e%-cr since.
However, from 1901 to 1905, when he filled the office
of sheriff of Wyandotte County, he turned over th6
active management
brother.

of the transfer business to his
.

On September 16, 1892, Mr. Mendenhall married
Miss Anna Fields of Kansas City, Kansas. Mrs. Mendenhall was born in Missouri. Six children have been
born to their marriage:
Hal, who is associated in
business with his father; Margaret, now Mrs. Eugene
Zellars. of Kansas City, Kansas; and Clayde, FloMrs. Menrence, Samuel and Harriet, all at home.
denhall takes a very active part in the Episcopal
Church.
Always a loyal republican, Mr. Mendenhall has not
been active in politics since he retired from the office
of sheriff. Prior to that he had served as a member
of the city council from 1896 to 1900.
In 1905 he
became one of the reorganizers of the Home State
Bank, and served as its president for nine years. In
1913 he sold his interest in that institution and then
bought the Minnesota Avenue State Bank, of which
he is now president.
Anything that means a bigger
and better city has the loyal co-operation of Mr. MenHe worked consistently in behalf of schools
denhall.
and churches, is a member and trustee of the Mercantile Club and Rotary Club, and is prominent in variHe belongs to the Scottish Rite
ous fraternities.
bodies of Masonry, also to the Mystic Shrine, was a
member of the board for six years and president of
the building board of the Masonic Temple. He also
belonsrs to the Ancient Order of United Workmen,
the Modern Woodmen of America and the Sons of
Veterans.
Oscar Maxel Toitnt. The person of this sketch,
Oscar Maxel Tount, is perhaps the most wonderful
example, everything being taken into consideration,
of what a determined will-power can accomplish that
He has
the Sunflower State has ever produced.
been a lawyer and engaged in the active practice of
He is a native
his profession since June 22, 1905.
son of Kansas, and tlio work he has done in his
profession and in civic affairs has brought him a
place of special esteem throughout the state and
in his home community of Galena.
not born with a "silver SDOon in his mouth,"
but was handicapjied from birth with an extreme
case of near-sightedness of vision which is equally

especially

He was
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as bad, and jirobably worse, as that of the immortal
Blac'kstoiie.

than

;!

Mr. Yount never had but

per cent

to oi>tometrical

of

little

more

far-sighted vision according
his case being one that

measurement,

puzzles the best eye-specialists in this country.

He

was born on a farm in Cowley County, Kansas, July
'2S, 188.>, and represents one of the early pioneer families of that section.
He was started to school at
the age of six years under the most trying circumstances, the teacher neglecting to teach him because
he was unable to discern the words on the blackboard in the front of the schoolroom and advising
liis
parents to keep him at home until he was
twelve or fourteen years old but lie was bent on
going to school and his parents did not heed the
bad advice but continued to send him. To make the
situation still worse, he wore glasses and many of
the scholars would call him
and he
Grandpa,
was very sensitive and as a result of this occurrance he had numerous fights which invariably re' '

'

'

in broken glasses, the sum total being $60
spent by his father during his first term at school
for glasses.
He was untiring, persevering, industrious, ambitious and extremely methodical from
Ills earliest childhood, and when a small schoolboy it
was his determination to make the best of his talAfter graduents and the most of his resources.

sulted

ating from the high school at Arkansas City; Kansas,
in 1901, he spent the summer vacation on the Walnut
River fishing and earned enough money from the sale
of the fish to purchase Blackstone's Commentaries;
subseijuently he took up the study of law, first at
home, read industriously every authority he could
procure for a short time and then entered the office
of Hon. John H. Dunn; but the latter soon moved to
California, whereupon Mr. Yount entered the office
of Norman Barker, where he remained until his
admission to the bar June 22, 1905.
After his
admission to the Kansas Supreme Court he spent
a year in the further study of law in Chicago. Mr.
Yount is a "self-made man," having educated him-

law from his own resources. Although
were amply able to send him through
any law school in America they relied on the erroneous advice of an eminent eye specialist who was
of the opinion that the future lawyer was making
a mistake when he attempted to study law, and for
that reason he did not receive any financial help from
self in the
his j)arents

them.

But

the course of a few years Oscar Maxel
proved the fallacy of the doctor and today
feels the stronger for so doing.
He has a photographic memory and but few lawyers read more than
Mr. Yount. Besides being a hard and constant student of the law he is also a close student of literature
and history. He has no such word as "fail" in his
vocabulary and his motto is "Go On."
He did his first practice in Arkansas City, Kansas,
and while there he was the junior member of the
law firm of Long, Beekman & Y'ount.
In April,
1906, he located at Florence, Kansas, where he
practiced a few months, locating at Cimarron, Kansas, in August of the same year, where he spent
sii months.
He moved to West Mineral, Kansas, and
opened a law office November 17, 1908, where ho
practiced until June 1, 1909, following which he
located at Sharon Springs, Kans.is, at which place
he practiced law until September 26, 1910, on which
date he located permanently in Galena, Cherokee
Since tluit he has been favored
County, Kansas.
with a growing civil and criminal practice.
In
1914 he served as city attorney and made the unusual
reconl of being present at every council meeting
Y'ount

in

that year.

He

is

now

vice president of the

Board of

Education of Galena.

Mrs. Y'ount has taught the
beginners' class in the Methodist Sunday School for
the last five years.
Nobody in Galena is more interested in general educational matters than the subMr.
ject of this sketch and his estimable wife are.
Y'ount owns a comfortable home at No. 809 Joplin
Street in Galena. He is a rejiublican, a member of the
Methodist Epi.<copal Church, belongs to the subordinate and Encampment branches of Odd Fellowship, and is a past grand of the Odd Fellows Lodge.
His paternal ancestors, the Y'ounts, came from
Germany to South Carolina in colonial days in order
to escaj)e the military laws of the Fatherland.
Mr.
Yount "s grandfather, i'eter Francis Y'ount, was born
in Washington County, Indiana, in ISilO.
He served
through the Civil war with an Indiana regiment,
After
enlisting from Washington County in 1862.
the war he was a blacksmith and subsequently a
farmer, and in 1876 came out to Cowley County,
Kansas, and farmed there until he retired to Arkansas Citv in 1888.
He died at Arkansas City March
10, 1889.

John Wesley Y'ount, father of the Galena lawyer,
was born in Washington County, Indiana, September 17, 1855, and was about twenty-one years of
age when the family came out to Kansas and settled on the frontier in Cowley County.
He worked
as a farmer in that section until 1887, and on March
23d of that year took employment with the Santa
Fe Railroad and moved to Arkansas City. He has
been in the employ of the Santa Fe ever since (now
more than thirty years), and is now one of the
oldest men in continuous service.
He is a democrat
in polities, a member of the Cliristian Church and
belongs to the Indciiendent Order of Odd Fellows.
John W. Y'ount married Lovisa Froney Midkiff, who
was born in Shelby County, Indiana, August 23,
186:!.
They had four children: Oscar M., who b
the oldest and the subject of this sketch; Louise
Ethel, who was born September 15, 1887, and died at
the age of twenty-three months; Oral Rav, born August 26, 1890, is employed by the Santa Fe Kailway and lives at Arkansas City; Anna Marie, born
May 7, 1895, and living at Arkansas City.
Attorney Oscar M. Y'ount was married at Carthage, Missouri, June 1, 1909, to Miss Pearl Reba
Berry, a daughter of Harry Herbert and Agnes E.
Her father, who was in the fur( Howard)
Berry.
niture business at Jopliu, Missouri, died February
Her mother is living at Seventeenth and
8, 1914.
Byers Avenue in Joplin. Mr. and Mrs. Y'ount have
two children: Helen Edith was born January 20,
1911, and Kent Eldon was boru March 20, 1916," both
in

Galena, Kansas.

Burton Emory Cmfpord.
slight with the lawyer of

Chances for success are

modern times unless he be

a man of sound judgment, possessed of a liberal education, and a stern training, combined with a keen
The reason
insight into human nature and motives.
for tliis lies in the spirit of the age with all its complexities, for modern jurisprudence has become more
and more comjdex because of new laws and condiYears of experience and a natural inclination
tions.
for and inherent ability in his profession are superinduced upon a careful training in the case of
Burton Emory Cliflford, ex-prosecuting attorney of
Allen County and now one of the foremost members
of the lola bar.
His career has been characterized
by many successful results for his clients, and he has
brought to his profession an enthusiasm and belief
in its importance which have resulted in his being
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entrusted with some of the most imijortant cases ever
brought to trial iu Allen County.
Mr. Clifford was born at Aledo, the county seat of
Mercer County, Illinois, May 7, 1872, and is a son
His
of Edward and Gwendoline' (Jones) Clifford.
father was born in 1825, in County Cavan, Ireland,
and was twenty years of age when he emigrated to
the United States, settling first in Harrison County,
Ohio, where he was engaged in farming. He spent a
number of years there and then removed to Mercer
County, Illinois, where iu the vicinity of Aledo he
passed the remainder of his life, continuing in tigriHe was one of
cultural pursuits, and died iu 188.5.
the substantial citizens of his community, a man universally esteemed and respected, and the incumbent
of a number of townsliip offices, in which he served

conscientiously. His politics made him
Mr. Clifford married Miss Gwendoline
She was
Jones, who was born in 18o7, in "Wales.
three years of age when brought to the United States
her parents, wlio became pioneer settlers and
liy
agriculturists of Mercer County, Illinois, where both
rounded out their lives, and where Mrs. Clifford died

efficiently

and

a democrat.

August 27, 1916, when nearly eighty years of age.
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford were the parents of the folJohn, who passed his life as a
lowing children
farmer in Mercer County, Illinois, and died at Aledo,
in 1884; Carl I., who also followed farming and
jiassed away at Aledo; Harry E., who died in infancy
at Aledo; Burton E., of this review; Minnie, who is
the wife of George P. Graham, the proprietor of a
news depot at the Aledo Postoffice and Ro}' H., who
is engaged in farming near the old homestead.
Burton E. Clifford received his primary and high
school training at Aledo, being graduated from the
latter with the class of 1890, and then enrolled as a
student at the Burlington Institute, Burlington, Iowa,
FolIjeing graduated from that institution in 1892.
lowing this he spent one year in attendance at the
University of Cliicago, and in 1894 matriculated at
the Kent Law School, Chicago, from which he was
In that same
graduated with his degree in 1898.
year he was admitted to the bar and took up his
residence at lola, where he has since continued in a
In 1903
general practice in civil and criminal law.
lie was elected prosecuting attorney of Allen County,
Kansas, a capacity in which he served for two terms,
or four years, during which time he displayed fearHe
less courage and established an enviable record.
is equally at home in. the various branches of his calling and is accounted an astute, learned and thorough
lawyer, a good pleader, a careful counsel and a close
:

:

student of the intricacies of his difficult calling. He
holds membership in the Allen County Bar Association, the Kansas Bar Association and the American
Bar Association and has the esteem and friendship
of his professional colleagues.
Mr. Clifford is a
republican. He maintains offices in the McCall Building, on East Madison Street, while his home, which
Mr. Clifhe owns, is at 524 South Buckeye Street.
foril is interested in land in Colorado, where he owns
a valuable tract of 160 acres, which is under development. Fraternally, Mr. Clifford is affiliated with
lola Lodge No. 38, Ancient Free and Accepted

Masons; Valley Chapter, No. 8, Royal Arch Masons,
of lola; Esdraelon Commandery, No. 49, Knights
Templar, of lola; and Mirza Temple, Ancient and
.\ral)ic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of Pittsburg, Kansas; Tola Lodge, No. 21, Independent Order
of Odd Fellows; and lola Camp, No. 101, Woodmen
of the World.
Mr. Clifford" was married at Rock Island, Illinois,
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Miss Lucille Miller, daughter of the late
G. D. and Sophia (Everett) Miller, who were farming
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford have no
people of Illinois.
children.
iu 1899, to

John E. Kibler. Though he did not have the
opportunity to attend school regularly after he was
thirteen years of age, John E. Kibler found
ways
and means to acquire a liberal education, and that
education has not only suiEced for his own needs
but has always made him one of the leading educators in Southeastern Kansas.
Mr. Kibler is now
county superintendent of schools of Gliautauqua
County and has been engaged in school work for a
long period of years.
He came to Kansas when a small boy, but was
born in Fulton County, Illinois, June 11, 1863. His
grandfather, Frederick Kibler, was a German farmer,
and spent all his life in the old country. His father,
Jacob Kibler, who was born near Stuttgart, Wuertemberg, Germany, in 1830, grew up on his father's farm,
and aliout 1851 emigrated to the United States,
locating in Fulton County, Illinois.
He farmed there
a few v-ears, and in 1867" brought his family to
Osage
County, Kansas, and was one of the pioneers in that
section.
The Indians had hardly left Osage County,
and he pre-emjited a claim near Scranton.' About 1874
he moved his family to Chautauqua County, and was
successfully engaged in farming there until his death
in 1880.
He was a member of the Lutheran Church.
Jacob Kililer married Mary Ellen French, who was
born in Lincolnshire, England, in 1843. Her parents
came to the United States about 1858, while James
Buchanan was president. She met and married Jacob
Kibler in Fulton County, Illinois. She died in Chautauqua County, Kansas, in 1885. Her children were:
.lohn E.; Caroline, who died in 1877: Charles, a farmer
in Chautauqua County; Mary, who lives at
Hydro in
Caddo County, Oklahoma, the widow of George Benwho
a
was
farmer: and Fred, who is in the
scoter,
livery business at H_ydro,

Oklahoma.

The regular schooling which John E. Kibler enjoyed
as a boy was in Osage and Chautauqua counties. When
he left home at the age of thirteen he began earning
his own way as a laborer on farms.
He continued in
that occupation until the death of his father, and in
1881 at the age of eighteen he taught his first term
of school in Chautaqua County. He has been a hard
student all his life, has mastered many subjects that
ordinarily are only taught in the curriculm of higher
schools, and is likewise a man of wide experience in
the world and in business affairs. Much of his work as
an educator was done in the rural schools and it was
his high ideals as a teacher and his manifest
ability
as an executive that caused him to be elected county
in
1912.
He was re-elected in 1914,
superintendent
and his present term expires in May, 1917. Mr. Kibhas under his supervision ninety seliools in Chautauqua County, 135 teachers, and an enrollment of
ler

3,700 scholars.

Besides his present office, Mr. Kibler served for four
years as county surveyor of Chautauqua County. His
knowledge of surveying was largely acquired by practical experience and home study.
He has used exceptional judgment in managing his business affairs, and
at the present time owns several farms aggregating
1,500 acres in Chautauqua County and has considerable
city property.
He is a member of
Politically he is a republican.
the Metliodist Episcopal Cluirch, is past noble grand
of Sedan Lodge No. 141, Independent Order of Odd
He
Fellows, and is past consul of Woodman Camp.
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has long had membership in the Soutlieast Kansas
and till' Kansas State Teachers' Association.
In ]S!)i) in Anderson County, Kansas, Mr. Kibler
married Miss Klizabeth Gregory, daughter of Asahcl
and Mary (Wandel) Gregory, iioth of whom are now
Her father was a farmer. Mr. and Mrs.
deceased.
Kilder have taken great pains to give their own
children the best of advantages at home and in
school. These children, ten in number, are as follows:
Inez is the wife of Mr. Scott, a farmer at Hydro,
Oklahoma; J. Emmett, who has had some experience
as a teacher is now employed by the Pipe Line Company at Sedan; Mary married Clarence Witt, who is
an employe of the Prairie Pijie Line Company at
Sedan; Letha, formerly the wife of Archie Parman,
Acil lives at homo
is living in Los Angeles, California
and is a sophomore in the high school Hay is also
in the sophomore class in the Sedan High School;
Bessie is in the eighth grade and Harry in the seventh
grade of the public schools; and Jesse and Joseph
arc the youngest members of this large and interesting
household.
;

;

(

WiLLUM Manfred

Barbee. Among the city offices
of Chanute, one that has important bearing upon
the welfare of the city and its institutions and the
duties of which, in their handling, call for more tlian
ordinary ability, is that of commissioner of public
utilities.
The present incumbent of this office, William Maaifred Barbee, has won the confidence of the
public through the able and ex])editious maimer in
which he has handled the business of his department
and the energy he has displayed in discharging the
He is a native son
responsibilities of public service.
of Neosho County, and was born October 23, 1SG4, his
parents being Siou and Mary Elizabeth (Easley)
Barbee.
Tho Barbee family is of French extraction and its
early members in America Colonial settlers of VirFrom that state the family branched out to
ginia.
Tennessee, where, in 1805, was born the grandfather
of William M. Barbee, Joseph Barbee. He was reared
on a farm in Wilson County, and there engaged in
farming until he was forty years of age, at vphich
time he went to Jeffer.son County, Illinois, and continued in agricultural pursuits until the time of his
Sion Barbee was born in Wilson
death, in 1881.
County, Tennessee, in 1837, and was eight years of
age when taken to Illinois by his jiarents. There he
received his education and was reared to manhood on

the

home farm, and

County,

Illinois,

sul)sequently

went

to

where he was married.

Sangamon
After sev-

eral years spent in farming, in 1859, he came to KanMr.
sas, settling on Big Creek, in Neosho County.
Barbee homesteaded 160 acres and in spite of the
many difficulties and hardsliips which made up a large

part of the Kanses farmer's life in that day, succeeded
in the accumulation of a valuable pro[)erty which
allowed him to retire to a comfortable home at CliaMr. Barbee met his
nute in his declining years.
death in a runaway accident on the streets of Clianute,
in 1905, when he was thrown from his buggy. Wlien
he first came to Kansas, it was as a poor young man
wliose principal capital was found in hia ambition,
determination and energy. He subsequently rose to a
prominent place in the community, not alone as a successful farmer, but as a man of influence in public
affairs.
His first presidential vote after coming to

Kansas was cast for Abraham Lincoln, and ever thereafter he was actively interested in the welfare of the
He was active in county convenrepublican party.
tions, did his share of work during cainiiaigns, and
served at one time as township trustee of Big Creok

For many years he was an elder of the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Mr. Barbee joined
the Masons at Humboldt, Kansas, when that place
was little more than a fort, later demitted to Cedar
Lodge No. 103, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
,and also belonged to Council No. 44, Sons and Daughters of Justice, of Clianute. During the Civil war, he
was under Captain Newman, in the State Militia, and
was stationed at Fort Humboldt. In every way, he
was a helpful and public-spirited citizen, and his
death was a loss to the community. Mr. Barbee married Miss Mary Elizabeth Easley, who was born in
1847, in Sangamon County, Illinois, and died at Chanute, Kansas, in 1909, and they became the parents
of three children: John Thomas, who was engaged
in farming near Chanute and died in 1873; William
Manfred; and Daniel Curtis, who was a retired farmer
and died at Chanute in 1908.
William Manfred Barbee was educated in the district schools of Neosho County, where he was brought
up on his father's farm, and in 1883 and 1884 attended the old Kansas Normal School at Fort Scott.
At tho age of twenty-one years he began to teach
Township.

but after five terms thus spent in Neoslio
turned his attention to mercantile affairs, entering the
hardware store of Davis & Merritt, at Chanute, where
he spent five years. He also spent a like period in the
eini>loy of the mechanical department of the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, and was then transferred
to the transportation department, where he was employed eleven years, (he last six years of which time
he was a conductor on the Southern Kansas Division.
Mr. Barbee resigned his position January 1, 1911, and
engaged in the grocery business at Chanute, but disposed of his interests therein in 1914, when he was
elected commissioner of public utilities of Chanute,
for a term of three years. As before noted, his duties
have been ably and conscientiously discharged, and
few city officials hold the jiublie confidence in greater
school,

Mr. Barbee is a republican. His offices are
degree.
in the City Hall, wliile his home, one of the most
attractive and modern bungalows of Chanute, is situated at No. GIO South Evergreen Avenue. He is secretary of the Old Settlers Association, in the work of
which he takes a great interest and among the members of wliicli he is very popular. He stands high in
Masonry, belonging to Cedar Lodge No. 103, .\ncient
Free and Accepted Masons; Tola Council No. 8, Royal
and Select Masters; Chanute Cliapter No. 21, Royal

Masons; Temple Commandery No. 44, Knight
Temjdars; belongs also to Chanute Council No. 44,
Sons and D.aughters of Justice: and is also an active
member of the Chanute Commercial Club.
In 1885 Mr. Barbee was married in Neosho County
to Miss Anna Englis, daughter of Elias and Martha
(Lee) Englis, both now deceased. Mr. Englis was a
lifelong farmer and during the latter part of his life
carried on oper:itions in Neo.sho County. Mrs. Englis
was a relative of Gen. Robert E. Lee. To Mr. and
Mrs. Barbee the following children have been born:
Ola, who died in infancy; twin boys, one of whom
also died in infancy and 'Talmage, the other twin, who
died aged nineteen years, in 1909; and William Marcus, born February 13, 1891, who resides with his
parents. William M. Barbee, Jr., is one of the enterprising and encrfretic young liusiness men of Chanute,
a graduate of the Chanute High School, and now
bookkeeper and secretary of the Commonwealth Oil
Company. He is a member of the Chanute Band, and
belongs to Cedar Lodge No. 103, Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons; and to Chanute Lodge No. 800,
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and is one
of the most popular young men in the city.
Arcli
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Samuel C. Varner, a retired banker and merchant
ai Morau, is a veteran of the Civil war, and was one
of the earliest business men to locate in Moran.
His paternal ancestors came out of Germany and
Samuel C.
were colonial settlers in Pennsylvania.
Varner was born in Pennsylvania at Monongahela
on December 10, 1845. His grandfather, John Varner, was born in the eastern part of that state at
Lancaster, was a cabinet maker by trade, was a
soldier in the War of 1812, and spent most of his
He
years at Monongahela City and at Pittsburg.
married Elizabeth McKnight, of Maysville, KenShe died at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.
tucky.
John McKnight Varner, father of Samuel C, was
born at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, March 26, 1817.
He spent his early life at Pittsburg, was married at
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, and then lived for a
number of years at Monongahela City. In early
he was a glass blower by trade, subsecjuently
became a merchant, arid in March, 1857, he came
west and located at Canton in Pulton County, Illinois.
After coming to Illinois he followed the trade
of painter.
In 1867 he went to Bushnell, Illinois,
and that city was his home the rest of his life.
However, he died while on a visit to Moran, Kansas,
in October, 1895.
He was laid to rest at his old
home in Bushnell. Though quite an old man at the
life

time he did a gallant service as a soldier in the
Union army during the Civil war. He enlisted in
1862 in the One Hundred and Third Illinois Infantry
and was in service tliree years, three months. He
was with his regiment in the hard fought battles
of Missionary Ridge, Lookout Mountain, Chicka-

mauga and Kenesaw Mountain and

w'as present for

duty at all times with his regiment until detailed to
take charge of a hospital in Chattanooga.
This
service prevented him from mareliing with Slierman
to the sea.
He was a loyal republican, in early life
belonged to the Methodist Cluirch, and was affiliated
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
John
M. Varner married Lucinda Collins. She was of
Welsh ancestry, the family having located in VirShe was born August 27,
ginia in colonial times.
1819, and died in Bushnell, Illinois, November 10,
1901.
The children of these parents were: William
Hughs, who died in infancy; Elizabeth Frances, who
lives at Freeport, Illinois, is twice a widow, her
first
husband, Henry Shoup, having been a merchant, and her second husband, Jacob Weaver, was
a farmer and later served as city marshal, and game
warden at Bushnell, Illinois. Wilson Thompson, who
died at Bushnell, Illinois, was a veteran of the Civil
war and afterwards a coal mine owner and operator.
Samuel C, who was the fourth in age; Melissa, who
died in 1915, wife of W. "T. Bell, a carriage maker
living at Canton, Illinois; Edward, a painter and
merchant, who died at Colony, Kansas; Thomas, who
died in infancy; John .!., a merchant and now serving as mayor of lola, Kansas; Anna Virginia, wife
of George Seldomridge, a merchant at Seattle, Washington; Homer M., who has a restaurant at Moran,
Kansas; and Olive June, wife of William Morgan, a
painter living at Wichita, Kansas.
Samuel C. Varner lived in his native city of

Monongahela City, Pennsylvania, until he was
about twelve years of age. He began his education
in the public schools there.
After that he lived in
Canton, Illinois, until he enlisted in May, 1862, in
the Sixty-seventh Regiment of Illinois Infantry. During that enlistment he served four months and was
mustered out. In 1864 he returned to the army, this
time as first lieutenant of Company B, One Hundred
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and Forty-eighth Illinois Infantry.
He then remained in' the service until finally mustered out
September 5, 1865.
After the war Mr. Varner became a merchant at
Kirkwood, Illinois, and in 1867 removed to Bushnell, where he continued merchandising for one year.
He spent three years as a merchant at Des Moines,
Iowa, was a farmer in Adair County in that state
five years, and returning to Illinois continued farming in McLean County for about five years.
Mr. A'arner came to Kansas and located at Colony
in April, 1880.
He was in the lumber and hardware
business there until 1883 and since the latter year
his home has been at Moran.
He established himself in tlie lumber and hardware business, built up
a large trade, and his successful efforts as a merchant brought iiim many close connections with the
business and civic life of the community. He established and owned the People "s State Bank, served
as its president, but retired from that office in 1912.
Mr. Varner owns his home at the corner of Cedar
and Third .streets, and is now enjoying a well-earned
leisure.

He is a member of the Christian Cliurch. He has
always taken nuicli interest in Masonry, and organized the Marmaton Lodge No. 245 and the Colony
Lodge, and was the first master of each of these
bodies.
He also belongs to Zion Chapter No. 24,
Royal Arch Masons, at Garnett, Kansas, and to Esdraelon Commandery No. 49, Knights Templar.
Another fraternal relationship is with Moran Lodge
No. 240, Ancient Order of United Workmen.
In the intervals of his service in the Union army,
on September 27, 1863, at Farmington, Illinois, Mr.
Varner married Miss Annie McCord, daughter of
Thomas Jefferson and Mary (Layton) McCord. Her
father was a farmer, in Knox County, Illinois.
Marcell. The discovery of oil and gas
development in Neosho and the surrounding
counties has not only added to the wealth and prosperity of this section of the state but has also brought
forward a new tj-pc of business man: the oil producer and refiner.
Today one of the leading representatives of the
oil industry in the Mid-Continent field is Louis L.
Marcell of Chanute, Kansas, who became interested
when the business was in its infancy and has been a
factor in making it one of the largest industries of
Loui-s L.

and

its

the state.
Mr. Marcell

was born in Highland, Doniphan
County, Kansas. He is the son of Charles Louis and
Mattie J. Birchfield Marcell. Though a Kansau by
It was
birth, his family had its origin in France.
from the Canton of Lucerne, Switzerland, that Peter
Marcell, the first American ancestor and the great
grandfather of Louis L. Marcell came to this country
His son Charles M. Marsettling in New York City.
cell removed from New York to Frankfort, Kentucky,
coming to Kansas in 1857 and settling on a farm in
Doniphan County. Charles L. Marcell was then ten
At si.xteen years of age he enlisted
years of age.
with the National Guards of Kansas toward the close
of the Civil war.
Mr. Marcell still owns the farm
settled by his father.
Clmrles L. Marcell is one of
the oldest members of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows in Kansas.
Louis L. Marcell acquired a good education in the
public schools and later attending Campbell UniIn 1895 he accepted a
versity at Holten, Kansas.
position with the Bank of Highland which he retained until

190.",.

Having becomi- interested

in

the
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development of the oil business, he became a pioneer
and removed to Clianute which was
then the center of the oil and gas activities.
His
choice i)rovod an excoptionallv fortunate one and
sfieaks nuuh for liis forcsiglit and jiuljjnient as well
as for his faith in the future of the business and his
in that industry

confidence in his own ability.
He liecame manager
of three of the largest companies of the field, and
after having spent three years in the jiroducing of oil
and gas, he early saw the need of refining their own
production and jilacing it directly upon the market.
In 1900 there was an overproduction of crude oil and
the Standard Oil Company refused to take the oil
from the producers, so it became almost necessary
for the oil |>roducer to own Ids own refinery in order
to market his own oil.
During the year 1906 The Chanute Kefining Company was organized with a capitalization of $50,000,
and a refinery was built in Chanute which grew beyond the production of this field and crude oil was

shipped from Cushiiig, Oklalioma, wliere later they
built another refinery with double the capacity of the
Chanute plant, this making tlie Chanute Kcfining
Company one of the hirgest inde])endent refineries in
the Mid-Continent field.
Mr. Marcell was manager
of this company until the year 1916 when tlicy sold
their interests to the Sinclair Refining Company.
Mr. Marcell has large interests as a proilucer and
refiner in both Kansas and Oklahoma, and is recognized as a business man of aliility and sound .judgment, a man of strong character, honest, aml)itious,
alert, energetic, decisive, calling into aition without
delay all the qualities of a resourceful nature, and
yet few men in business life display as much consideration for the courtesies and amenities which go
far toward estal)lishing just and equitable relations
between man and his fellow men.
Mr. Marcell is an independent voter, having taken
little jiart in political affairs.
He is a member of the
First Presbyterian Church in which he has served
for some years as an elder, and has always taken
an interest in all matters of a jmblic nature dealing
with Ihe welf.ire and jirosjierity of the
comnuinity.
Mr. Marcell was married in 1899 to Miss Virginia
Overlander, daughter of G. W. and Sarah E. Overlander of Highland, Kansas.
They have one daughter. Miss Genevieve, a student in tlie Chanute Higli
School.

Edgar M. Porde is now grand recorder for Kansas of the Ancient Order of I'nited Workmen, having succeeded liis honored father in that office when
the late Edgar M. Forde, Sr., died in
August, 1912.
The official headquarters of this great fraternal
order in Kansas are at 417-419 Commercial Street
in Emporia.
In the year 1916 the .\ncient Order ot

United Workmen had'40,000 members in Kansas, 400
lodges, and there are two lodges in Emporia, Lodge
Xo. 2 and Lodge No. 184.
Mr. Forde was born in Emporia September 4,
188.'), a son of Edgar M. Forde, who was born in
Buffalo, Xew York, February 6, 1851.
His parents
were Matthew and Jessie (Edgari Forde. Matthew
Forde, though born in Irel.and, was of Englisli parentage, and he was married in Scotland in 18.50 to
Miss .Jessie Edgar, a native of Scotland.
In the
same year of their marriage they set out for America,
locating in Buffalo, New York, where Matthew
Forde was connected with railroad service until his
death January 12, 1881.
Matthew Forde and wife
had twin sons, Edwin J. and Edgar M. Edwin made
his home in Buffalo and died there June
24, 1879.

The late Edgar .M. Forde grew up in Buffalo, his
native city, graduated from the high school in 1868,
and for three years jirepared for the profession of
law in an office at Buffalo. He came as one of the
He
pioneers of Emporia, where he locat<>d in 1871.
was admitted to the bar March 4, 1872, being at that
time twenty-one years of age.
From that time
until 187j he was in practice in the office of the
late Senator Preston B. Plumb, and after leaving
the office of that great Kajisan formed a partnership with .\lnierin Gillett, which was maintained until
1880.
It was in 1880 tliat the late Mr. Forde was elected
Grand Master Workman of the Ancient Order of
Vaulted Workmen, ami the following year was elected
grand recorder, an office he held until his death more
than thirty years later. He was the official who more
than any other made the Ancient Order of United
Workmen, one of the gieatest fraternal organizations
in Kansas.
He held all the offices in the- order, and
was past grand chief of honor in the Degree of
Honor in the same organization.
Tie was also a successful business man and
acquireil
some valuable property iu Emporia. From 1874 to
1 888 he was
's
In
clerk.
other
fraterEmi)oria
city

nities he attained the
tish Rite in Masonry

thirty-second degree of Scot-

and was also a Knight Tem]dar, was a member of the Modern Woodmen of
-America, the Select Knights, the Fraternal Aid Association and the Royal Arcanum.
On September 1,
187.5, Edgar M. Forde, Sr., married Miss Louisa
Tillottson, a daughter of Samuel Tillottson, who was
a merchant and came to Kansas from Ohio and later
moved to Illinois, where he died. Mrs. Louisa Forde
died in December, 1882, leaving a daughter, Jessie
L., who graduated from the State Normal School
at Emporia and is a teacher in the State Normal
School at Charleston, Illinois.
On June 12, 1882,
the senior Mr. Forde married Miss Mary .1. Ingram,
a daughter of William H. Ingram of Buffalo, New
She survived
York, where she was born in 1861.
her honored husband and still makes her home in
Her children are: Eilgar M., Jr.: MarEmporia.
garet, wife of Elmer Sigler, a mechanical engineer
in Kansas City, Mis.souri; W. I., who has made a
name for himself in vaudeville circles and resides
ia New York City: and Mary E., who is now a
senior in the State Normal School at Emporia.
The
late Mr. Forde was a member of the Presbyterian
Church and jiolitically was a republican.
Kdgar M. Forde, Jr., grew up in Emporia, attended
the imblie schools, and for two years was a student
in the Presbyterian College in that
He then
city.
entered the Kansas State University where he graduated LL. B. with the class of 1910. He was very
jirominent in college affairs, made the University
football team, was a member of the Glee Club, which
he managed for two years', and also belonged to
the college dramatic organization, the Masque Club.

He

is a Beta Theta Pi.
.\fter leaving law school

in 1910, instead of taking up active practice, he entered the office of the
Ancient Order of I'nited Workmen to assist his
father, and succeeded him as grand recorder of the
organisation.
He is a member of Lodge No. 2, Ancient Order
of T'nited Workmen, and is also affiliated with
Emporia Lodge No. 12, Ancient Free and Accepted

Masons: Emporia Cliapter No. 12, Royal .\rch
Masons;
Emporia Commandery No. 8, Knight
Templars; and Emporia Lodge No. 63.3, Benevolent
Protective Order of Elks, and Emporia Cam]) No.
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He is active in
615, Modern "Woodmen of America.
the Emporia Commercial Club and politically is a
republican.
On October 1, 1913, at Clay Center, Kansas, Mr.
Forde married Miss Hazel Allison, a daughter of S.
T. and Lettie Allison, her father being a traveling
salesman with liome at Clay Center.
Mrs. Forde
is also a graduate of the University of Kansas, where
she took her A. B. degree in 1910, the same year
her husband graduated from the law de]jartment.
She is a member of the Kappa Alpha Theta Sorority,
and at the present time is grand %ice president for
the United States.
Roy
men of

L. Fruit, one of the progressive newspaper
the state, is jiuldisher and proprietor of the
Sedan Times-Star, one of the oldest republican journals in t'iie southeastern quarter of the state.
The Times-Star inherits the history of half a dozen
or more papers which have had their share in the

newspaper history of Chautanqua County. The Chautauqua .Journal was founded at Sedan in 1875 by
H. B. Kelley and R. S. Turner. It was consolidated
with the Sedan Times in 1885. The Cedarvale Times,
founde<l in 1878, was removed to Sedan the same year
and the name changed to the Chautauqua County
Times with P. H. Albright editor and publisher.
Anotlier change of name occurred in 1901 after which
it was the Sedan Times, with A. D. Dunn as publisher.
As already stated it was consolidated in 1885 with
the Chautauqua Journal under the name Sedan Times.Tournal and with R. G. Ward editor and publisher.
The Cedarvale Star was founded in 1884 by I. D.
McKeehan and was consolidated with the Times.lournal at Sedan in 1894 and the name of the consolidated pajier became the Weekly Times-Star. Adrian Reynolds and F. G. Kenesson were editors and
Freeman 's Lance, founded in Peru in
publishers.
1891 by W. A. Tanksley, was moved to Sedan in
1892, was known as the Sedan Lance, and A. S.
Koonce was its editor and D. E. Shartell publisher.
This was consolidated with the Times-Star in 1909.
The Sedan Republican, founded in 1890 by T. B. FerThe Chauguson, was sold to the Lance in 1892.
tauqua County Democrat and the Chautauqua County
.Tournal were two other constituents papers of the
Times-Star earlv historv. The first was absorbed by
the Times-Star 'in ]S94"and the latter in 1912.
Mr. Fruit has done a great deal to maintain the
liest standarils in the management of the Times-Star
and has also secured a mechanical equipment equal to
the best. The plant is situated on Chautauqua Street
full equijiment of a modern linotype,
and^it has a
power presses and other facilities.
Roy Lee Fruit has been in the newspaper business
for nearly ten years. He was born at Wapella, Illinois, February 20, 1888. His ]iaternal ancestors came
from Wales to Virginia about 1750. His grandfather
William Porter Fruit was born in Kentucky in 1811,
was one of the early settlers in DeWitt County,
Illinois, and in 1871 removed to Montgomery County,
Kansas, where he was a pioneer farmer. He died at
Cherry vale, Kansas, in 1896.
William P. Fruit, father of the Sedan editor, was
born near Wapella, Illinois, May 10, 1862. He was
reared and married in that locality, became a farmer,
and in 1897 removed to Table Grove, Illinois, where
he was in the mercantile business for about a year
and in May, 1898, came to Cherryvale, Kansas, where
he has followed the business of carpenter and builder.
He is still a resident of Clierryvale. From 1890 to
1894 he served as deputy sheriff of DeWitt County,
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He is a republican and a member of the
Knights of Pythias. William P. Fruit married Jose]iliine .Jones, who was born in Peoria County, Illinois,
Illinois.

ill

February, 1864.

The only
educated
Illinois,

child of his parents, Roy Lee Fruit was
the public schools of DeWitt County,
continued his education after coming to
in

Cherryvale, Kansas, was graduated from the high
school there in 1905, and during the year 1906-07
was a student in the University of Kansas at Lawrence.
His first business experience was in a drug
store with Charles L. McAdams, with whom he remained a year, and he then' entered the newspaper
work at Sapulpa, Oklahoma, being connected with the
Sapulpa Democrat, associated with Senator H. W.
Ilavis.
After two years at Sapulpa he removed to
.loplin, Missouri, where he was in the newspaper
work a year, then spent twenty months with the
Cherr}-vale Reimlilican and in April, 1913, bought the
]ilant of the Sedan Times-Star from H. G. James.
Mr. Fruit is a republican in his personal political
convictions and is an active member of the Third
District Republican Editors' Association, a member
of the State Editorial Association and is affiliated with
Vesper Lodge No. 136, Ancient, Free and Accepted
ilasous, at Sedan and Camp No. 919 of the Modern
Woodmen of America at Sedan.
July 20, 1913, at Cherryvale he married Miss
Yolande Dobson. Her mother, Mrs. F. N. (Dobson)

Michener is still living at Cherryvale. Mr. and Mrs.
Fruit have one child, Jeannette Frances, born May
24, 1916.

William H. Smith.

is almost a half century
on the world's clock since
William H. Smith, one of Chanute's substantial and
respected citizens, came to Kansas, locating in Neosho
County, where at present he is held in high esteem
with the Old Settlers' Association, of which he is
With interest he has watched this section
jiresident.
develop and has assisted very materially, ever lending
his influence to law and order, encouraging the invest-

has

that

crept

It

around

ment of capital, and setting an industrious example
William H.
that might very profitably be emulated.
Smith was born January 25, 1846. in Warren County,
Ohio. His parents were Samuel M. and Phebe (Wharton) Smith.
The early records of the Smith family show that in
colonial times there were pioneering members who
dared the dangers of the deep and crossed the Atlantic
Ocean from England to America, finding harbor in
New Jersey, and from these descended Abram C.
Smith, who was the grandfather of William H. Smith
of Chanute, Kansas. He was born in New Jersey in
1781, was a quiet, peaceful farmer who removed vrith
his family to Warren County, Ohio, in 1835 and died
The family were Quakers.
there in i867.
Samuel M. Smith, father of William H., was born
near Camden, New .Tersey, in 1817, and died at the
He
latter 's home at Chanute, in February, 1902.
came to Kansas in the fall of 1884 and lived practiIn politics he was a
cally retired until his death.
republican and fraternally was an Odd Fellow, being
He was married to
])ast noble grand in that order.

Phebe Wharton, who was born in Ohio in 1820 and
died in Warren County, that state, in 1847. They
had three children: .John, who was a soldier in the
Thirty-fourth Ohio, a Zouave regiment, during the
Civil war, met a soldier 's death at Wytheville, Virginia
Jane, who was the wife of Harvey Beach, a
farmer, now deceased, died in Indiana in 1898; and
William H.
:
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William H. Smith was roared on his father's farm
and remained at home until he was nineteen years of
age, in the meanwhile atteniiing school in Warreu
County. He then went to Indiana and for four years
engaged in farming and teaming near South Bend,
but in 1869 he came farther west and located at Osage
City in Neosho County, Kansas, and worked in the

livestock business with his uncle, B. M. Smith, until
the fall of 1870.
At that time the present thriving
City of Chanute was a village bearing the name of
Tioga, and there Mr. Smith went into the livery business, in which he continued for two years and then
followed farming for a Year in this county.
In the meanwhile travel increased, new settlers kept
coming in and the population of Chanute greatly increased, and when Mr. Smith, taking advantage of a
business bpportunitj-, opened a cafe, it was a very
popular venture and he conducted it until 1878. Because of his business enterprise and personal qualities
he became a man of public importance and served
both as street commissioner and as city marshal. In
1884 Mr. Smith turned his attention again to farming,
having eighty acres of excellent land situated five
miles east of Chanute, and continued to conduct this
farm until 1901, when he traded it for forty acres
nearer Chanute, just north of the present city limits,
the present site of the Ashgrove Lime and Portland
Cement plant. On that land Mr. Smith engaged in
farming and fruit growing for two years, when,
having an excellent offer, he sold the place and moved
into Chanute, erecting his comfortable residence at

No. 313 North Highland Avenue. Other property
owned by Mr. Smith as tlie result of his industry and
good judgment includes: a dwelling at No. 707 North
Santa Pe Avenue; another at No. 330 West Third
Street, and a third at No. 1302 South Edith Avenue:
a lot on North Grant Avenue; and a farm of 160
acres located live miles cast of Clianute.
Active all liis life, Mr. Smith could not
tentedly idle, after coming to Chanute, and lie
the employ of Bloomheart Brothers as a clerk
grocery store and remained with that firm

be conentered
in their

for ten

Since Hector I^odge No. 64 was organized at
Chanute in 1894 he has been secretary, and is past
noble grand, and also is secretary of Evergreen Encampment No. 27. and since 1914 he has acted as
He belongs
janitor and caretaker of the lodge rooms.
also to the Chanute Lodge No. 158, Rebekahs, and to
the Sons and Daughters of .Tustice.
At Caldwell, Kansas, in 1877. Mr. Smith was married to Miss Lizzie W. Wendell, whose parents, both
now deceased, were .T. H. and Catherine Wendell.
The father of Mrs. Smith was proprietor of a hotel
Mr. and Mrs. Smith have two children:
at Caldwell.
Walter L., who is n. druggist and resides at Kansas
City, Missouri; and Katy L., who is the wife of Morris
Montague, who is in the implement business with his
brother, F. W. Montague. Mr. and Mrs. Montague
reside at No. 518 North Highland Aventie, Chanute.
In political sentiment Mr. Smith has always lieen a
democrat and on numerous occasions his fellow citizens
have elected him to office. He served many years as
trustee of Big Creek and Tioga townships, Neosho
County. In 1890 he was his party's candidate for
sheriff and his popularity was shown when, in a
normally republican county he lacked only fourteen

years.

votes of election.

jAifES A. VAConAN. M. D.

During

his long

and

a physician Doctor Vaughan has
spent his most useful and profitable years in the
For more than ten years he has
State of Kansas.
active

career

as

practiced successfully

in

Mound Valley

in

Labette

County.

Though most of his early years were spent in
Southwest Missouri, Doctor Vaughan was born in
Benton Coimty, Arkansas, October 21, 1868. He is
of English stock, and his great-grandfather came
over from England and settled in Tennessee in the
His father, G. W. Vaughan, was born
early days.
in illinois in 1843, was reared in Arkansas, where
his parents had located in Benton County as early
G. W. Vaughan after the Ci%'il war broke
as 1845.
out entered the service of the Confederate army
and served for three years, reaching the rank of lieuHe was in many battles and campaigns,
tenant.
fought at Pea Ridge, Arkansas, and was one of the
gallant defenders of the Mississippi stronghold at
Vioksburg until its fall. Since the war he has followed farming all his life, and in the year that
R. B. Hayes was elected President of the United
States, in 1876, he moved to Creighton in Cass County,
Missouri, where he still resides, being now retired.
He is a democrat and a member of the Baptist
Church. G. W. Vaughan married Louise Neil, who
was born in Tennessee in 1844. Their children are:
Dr. James A.; William, who is a physician by training but spends his time in travel Lcona, who resides
;

at Boulder, Colorado, the widow of .Tohn Coe, who
was a dentist; .Tohn, a mail carrier at Creighton,
Missouri; and Mrs. DoUie Samuels, who lives in
Kansas City, Missouri, where her husband is on the
police force.

Doctor Vaughan was reared on his father 's farm
Southwest Missouri. He attended the public schools
of that state, and secured his medical education
in Kansas City.
For one year he was in the medical
department of the Kansas University, and then two
years in the Kansas City Medical College. He graduated M. D. in 1892, and the subsequent quarter
For
of a century has been spent in active practice.
two months he was located at Dayton, Missouri,
for a similar time at Seligman, Missouri, and then
came to Kansas. For seven years Doctor Vaughan
practiced at Neodesha, one year at Cherryvale, at
Angola four years, and since 1905 has been sucHe has a gencessfully located at Mound Valley.
eral medical and surgical practice, and has offices on
He is now serving as county
Commercial Street.
health officer of that county, and is United States
He is prominent in
pension examining physician.
medical circles in that part of Kansas, is now vice
president of the Labette County Medical Society, and
also belongs to the State and Southwestern Medical
in

societies.

•
,

He
Doctor Vaughan is a democrat in politics.
owns a residence on Hickory Street in Mound ValApril 20, 1899, at Cherryvale he married Miss
ley.
Artie Inman, who came from Indiana.
They are
Christine, who was
the parents of three children.
born March 25, 1900, and is now a sophomore in
the Parsons High School; Lcona, born June 2, 1911;
and Delma Aldis, born July 28, 1915.
Robert N. McMillen, M. D. Doctor McMillen
began the practice of medicine in Kansas thirty-five
years ago, and was among the first physicians in
Pratt County. Much of his early practice was among
For seventeen
the pioneer homes of that section.
years his home and offices have been at lola, and he
still carries the burden of a heavy practice at that
city.

Doctor McMillen represents Scotch ancestry, who
to America many years ago and were pioneers

came
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His grandfather Robert
tn the State of Kentucky.
McMillen was a native of Kentuclsy, was a farmer
result of accident.
there, and met his death as a
Isaac McMillen, the father of Doctor McMiUen,
was born near Lexington, Kentucky, in 1826. He
and was early attracted into a
in tliat
state,

grew up

the services of many men
profession which engaged
in the early half of the last century just as railroadHe became a steamboat captain,
ing does today.
and down the Ohio and Mississippi
piloting boats up
from
rivers from St. Louis to New Orleans and also
For a number of years he
Pittsburg to St. Louis.
had his home at Bellaire, Ohio, in Belmont County.
He married there, and his death occurred at Bellaire
The cause of his death was small1857.
March
23,

a democrat. Captain McMilpox. In politics he was
len married Margaret J. Davis, who was born at
By her marriage to Captain
Bellaire, Ohio, in 1836.
McMillen she had three children: Doctor McMillen;
in Pratt
Jacob, who is a plasterer living at Preston
who died in
County, Kansas; and Charles Vincent,
of smallpox, dying
1857, at the age of six months,
After the death of
at the same time as the father.
her husband Mrs. McMillen married Dr. J. C. Beam,
who was born in Westmoreland, Pennsylvania, and
for many years practiced his profession in Somerset
He died in
and Cambria County, Pennsylvania.
Mrs. J. C. Beam
January, 1914. During the Civil war
removed from Eastern Ohio to Johnstown, PennsylShe lived tiiere for a number of years, hut
vania.
The great
California.
finally went to San Diego,
flood at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, occurred on May
of the disaster reached
31, 1889, and when the news
Mrs. Beam the shock was such as to prove the immediate cause of her death. Slie died June 7, 1889.
Dr. Robert N. McMillen was born at Bellaire in

Belmont County, Ohio, March 4, 1850. Bellaire is
a city on the west bank of the Ohio River near Wheelwhen
ing, West Virginia, and its chief importance
Doctor McMillen was a boy was due to the fact that
it was a river port and also the point at which the
pioneer

railway

over

the

.\lleghenies

crossed

the

Doctor McMillen grew up in that river town,
attended the public schools, including high school,
and also lived for a time in Western Pennsylvania.
He pursued his medical studies in the Louisville Medical College of Kentucky, where he was graduated
Doctor of Medicine in 1875. His early professional
experience was in the ill fated City of Johnstown,
He
Pennsylvania, where he practiced until 1882.
then came out to Kansas, locating in Pratt County,
and remained there giving his service to the early
In 1895 Doctor McMilsettlers for thirteen years.
len moved to Marcel'ne, Missouri, but in 1900 returned to Kansas and located in January of that year
at lola. He is an active member of the Allen County
and State Medical soc'eties, the Southeast Kansas
Medical Society and the American Medical AssociaHis offices are at' 10 South Washington Avenue,
tion.
and his home, which he owns, at 309 West Madison
Avenue.
Doctor McMillen has served as county coroner of
He is a progressive republican, was
Allen County.
formerly a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and is affiliated with lola Camp, No. 101,
Woodmen of the World.
On October 5, 1876. soon after he began practice,
he was marr'ed at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, to Miss
Harriet A. White, daughter of Thomas and Harriet
Her father
(Simpson) White, both now deceased.
was a farmer. Doctor and Mrs. McMillen are the
parents of five children. Margaret M. married C. B.

river.
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Crick, mailing clerk in the postoffice at lola. Robert
N., Jr., is a successful young attorney practicing at
McAlester, Oklahoma, and completed his law studies
in the University of Missouri.
Walter White, a

mining and civil engineer, and a graduate of the
School of Mines at Rolla, Missouri, is now pracGertrude
ticing his profession at Morenci, Arizona.
E. is still at home with her parents. Harriet Stewart
is
the wife of William P. Harriss, professor of
physics and civics in the high school of Kansas City,
Kansas.

William L. McNaughten, M. D., has been long
and favorably known as a capable physician and
surgeon in Chautauqua County, and now controls a
large practice at Sedan. In his younger days he met
and overcame obstacles and had to work for every
step of his advancement while gaining his education and preparing himself for his profession.

When

nineteen years of age his education in the
schools was completed, and he then began
working on a farm and learning the carpenter 's trade.
As a carpenter he worked in Missouri and in 1883

common

moved to Kansas, locating in Montgomery County.
For nine years he was one of the force of carpentera
employed by the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company.
He had long felt that his real sphere was in the
profession of medicine, but having a family to care
for there were some weighty reasons why he should
continue working at his mechanical trade.
All the
leisure time he had he applied to the study of medicine and he followed that with a course in the Kansas
City College of Physicians and Surgeons and in 1897
entered the Columbian Medical College for one year.
As an undergraduate he practiced for a year in
Cedar County, Missouri, and in 1901 was given his
degree M. D. In the meantime Doctor McNaughtea
had located in Chautauqua County in 1898 and was
in practice at Elgin for eleven years.
In 1909 he
removed to Sedan and now looks after a very general
pract'ce both in medicine and surgery. His offices are
over the White Front drug store on Main Street. He
is the present county health officer and coroner of

Chautauqua County.
Doctor McNaughten 's ancestors came from ScotHis
land to the United States in colonial times.
grandfather Alexander McNaughten was born in
1789, was one of the early settlers in Henry County,
Illino's, where he followed farming and died in that
county

in

1863.

was in Henry County, Illinois, that Doctor McNaughten w^as horn May 19, 1861. His father, William N. McNaughten, was born in Knox County,
Illinois, in 1832. was reared in that locality and was
marr'ed near Moline in Rock Island County.
By
trade he was a miller. He followed that occupation
and reared his family in Henry County, Illinois, subsequently moving to Stuart in Guthrie County, Iowa,
where he helped to build the first flour mill. From
there he went to Dallas County, Iowa, and later to
Davenport, where he died in 1906. He was a republican in politics, a member of the Baptist Church, and
was affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows.
He married Miss Martha Harris, who was
born in Ohio in 1842 and died at Davenport, Iowa,
It

A record of their children is briefly as
1896.
follows: Helen, who died at the age of three years;
Isabelle, wife of Robert Atwater, a real estate and
insurance man living at Superior, Nebraska Dr. William L. Carrie, wife of Patrick Nagle, engineer o£
tl'e citv waterworks plant at Davenport, Iowa; Lottie,
who died at the age of seven years; Arthur B., a
baker by trade, living at Salt Lake City, Utah.
in

;

;
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Doctor McXaughten received his early education
while living with his parents in Henry County, Illinois. He has not only gained an enviable place in his
profession, hut has prospered in a business way and
has also exercised his inlluence to the good of the
various communities where he has made his home.
He owns his residence on Montgomery Street in Chautau(|ua iind also has some business property in Elgin.
Politically he is a republican, has served on the school
board at Elgin and is a worker for anything that
will benefit his community.
He is treasurer and
chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Baptist
Church at Sedan, is a member of the Chautauqua
County and State Medical Societies and the American Medical Association, and is affiliated with Vesper
Lodge No. 136 Ancient, Free ami Accepted Masons;
Sedan Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star, Sedan
Lodge No. 141 Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
Camp No. 40 of the Woodmen of the World at Sedan,
the lodge of the Ancient Order of United Workmen
at Elgin, the Woodmen Circle at Sedan.
On September 9, 1883, at Winterset, Iowa, Doctor

McXaughten married Miss Lucina Young, daughter
of G. W. and Mollie (Custer) Young.
Her father
is a farmer and both her parents now reside in
Cedar County, Missouri. After their marriage Doctor
and Mrs. McXaughten started out to establish a home
and do all they could for the rearing and training of
their children to lives of usefulness and honor, and
the outcome of these efforts is a matter of pride to
them both. Five children were born to them Roy
and Kittie, both of whom died in infancy: Jesse
N., who is a furniture merchant at Sedan, Kansas:
Nona, who died at the age of eighteen months; and
Ivan, who lives with his parents but is a student of
music in New York City.
:

Seth J. BAiLEr. The gratifying success which has
crowned the efforts of Seth J. Bailey, of Chanute,
clearly and emphatically eWdence the business skill,
perseverance and enterprise of this individual, who
has been engaged in business here since the fall of
This is a utilitarian age, one in which advance1900.
ment and progress come through activity in the industrial and commercial interests of life.
There is nothing to which America owes her pre-eminence among
the nations of the earth so much as to her inventions,
and each year sees additions to the list which bear
marked impress upon the world of trade. It is not as
an inventor, but as a manufacturer of inventions that
Mr. Bailey is known. He had the foresight to see the
possibilities of a certain appliance and the courage
to back his judgment, and the result has been the
building up of one of Clianute's prominent and substantial business concerns, the Sunsliine Mantle Company, manufacturers of incandescent gas mantles.
Mr. Bailey is a native son of Kansas, born in the
City of Topeka, May 2, 1868, his parents being Dr.
M. and Laura A. (Jarboe) Bailey. The family is of

English origin, and was founded in Pennsylvania prior
to the War of the Revolution.
William Bailey, the
grandfather of Seth J. Bailey, was l>orn in either
Pennsylvania or Ohio; at least it is known that he
was in the latter state in pioneer days and there was
engaged in farming and died before the birth of his
grandson. He was of Quaker stock and married a
Mis.s Garrettson.
Dr. M. Bailey, the father of Seth
J. Bailey, was born near the City of Salem, Ohio, in
As a young
183.'), and was there reared and educated.
man he went to Muscatine, Iowa, in which city he
was married, and about the year 1857 came to Kansas
and for a time practiced medicine at Emporia, where
one of his intimate friends was the late Senator P. B.

When the Civil war came on he became assistant surgeon of the First Kansas Volunteers, and later
was made surgeon of that regiment, remaining with
it throughout its various
campaigns. Near the close
of the war he was in Iowa, and after peace had been
declared took up his residence at Topeka.
He remained there, however, only until 1868, when he went
to Fort Sill, Indian Territory, as surgeon of the Nineteenth Kansas Regiment, and continued in that capacity for six months, after which he returned to Topeka
and again took up the practice of his profession. In
1871 he ca^ne to Chanute, and while he continued to
practice his calling at various times from that year
on, the greater part of his attention was given to a
l)rivate banking business, conducted under the style of
M. Bailey & Company. His medical degree was secured from the St. Louis Medical College and he was
a man of skill and learning in his profession, but
possessed various other talents as well. He was widely
known for his personal integrity and public spirit,
and during the two terms that he served as mayor
of Chanute gave the city excellent service. He always supported the policies of the republican party.
He was a member of the school board and did much
to advance the cause of education. Doctor Bailey
married iliss Laura A. Jarl)oe, who was born in 1839,
in Illinois, and died at Chanute, in 1914, having survived the Doctor twenty-one years.
Their children
were as follows: L. L., who as a miner and mining
expert risited Asia and other parts of the world and
died at Chanute, in May, 1916; Seth .1., of this notice;
WUliam J., who is a hardware merchant of Tacoma,

riunib.

Washington; Mabel B., who married Fred Grubb and
is a resident of Chanute, Kansas; and Marc, who is
superintendent of a copper mine at Bisbec, Arizona.
Seth J. Bailey attended the public schools of Chanute
and was graduated from the high school here in 1886,
following which he spent two years at the Kansas
T^niversity, at Lawrence, where he had as a classmate
William Morgan. He then spent two years in the
bank of M. Bailey & Company, with his father, and
for the following two years was variously employed,
during which time he took trips to Maine and Colorado.
Mr. Bailey then went to the Malay Peninsula,
Asia, where he was associated with his brother, L. L.,
in gold mining, being identified with a British company which had a large concession there. After 1%
years he returned to Chanute and engaged in the mantle
manufacturing business. The Sunshine Mantle Company was established in the fall of 1900, with a capital
stock of $100, a modest start from which has grown
the present great business.
The factorv, located at
208-210-212 East First Street, is 50 by"65 feet, two
stories in height and including a basement, and is
fitted out vritii the latest and most highly improved
equipment for the manufacture of incandescent gas
mantles, commonly known as Welsbach mantles. The
trade has grown steadily, particularly during recent
years, and now covers the entire mid-continent gas
field, including the states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky,

West Virginia, Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas,

Oklahoma, Missouri and Kansas.

This great growth

of business may be accredited to the efforts and .abilities of '^fr. B.aiiey, who is accounted one of the progresMr.
sive and energetic business men of the city.
Bailey is a director in the Chanute Building and Loan
Association and belongs to the Commercial Club, of
which he was president for one year.

In ])olitical affairs Mr. Bailey is a stanch republican, and has served as a member of the Chanute City
Council. He has also been a member of the library
board and in various ways has aided in his city 's

growth and development.

His religious connection

is
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with the Episcopal Church, of which he is senior warden.
Fraternally he is affiliated with Cedar Lodge
No. 103, Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons; Chanute
and Chanute
Chapter No. '21, Royal Arch Masons;
Couimandery No. 44, l<jiights Templar; Chanute
Lodge No. "sOG, Benevolent and Protective Order of
He
Elks; and (.by inheritance) the Loyal Legion.
owns his own comfortable home at No. 946 South

Highland Avenue and is interested iu other realty
holdings at and adjacent to Chanute.
In 1891, at Pittsburg, Kansas, Mr. Bailey was
united in marriage with Miss Edna Sawyer, daughter
of Hudson and Frances (Crane) Sawyer, the former
of whom, now deceased, was a minister of the Epislatter survives and resides
copal Church, while the
with her son-in-law and daughter. Mr. and Mrs.
Lael B., who
Bailey are the parents of one daughter
is the wife of W. M. Gray, Jr., of Chanute, secretary
of the Sunshine Mantle Company and general super:

intendent of the factory of this concern.

One of the live and prosperous
J. M. Masset.
communities of Southeastern Kansas which is offering unsurpassed opportunities for the development
of men and large business interests is the growing
be found many
City of COianute. In this locality may
of the raw materials, or they can be easily obtained
Here is an immense
through railroad shipments.
local market, and here are the men, solid, reliable
and aggressive, ready and willing to push ahead
to the ultimate end whatever enterprise they conOnce an individual estabnect themselves with.
lishes himself in the line for which he is best
and acumen, it is
fitted, if he possess business sense
i-ertain that success of one or another kind will reward

his efforts.

One

of the

men

of Clianute

who

has admirably jiroven his own worth and increased
his value as a citizen by developing large interests,
is J. M. Massey, junior member of the large clothing firm of Garvin & Massey, and vice president
He has been a resiof the First National Bank.
dent of Chanute since 1896 and during this time
has steadily risen to a place of prominence through
a recognition and ready grasp of the O]iportunities
which have presented themselves.
Mr. Massey was born at Lock Haven, Clinton
County, Pennsylvania, May 2.5, 1843, and is a son
of Dr. A. B. and Ann E. (McMeen) Massey, and a
member of a family which, originating in England,
came to America and located iu Maryland during
His great-grandfather
the days of Lord Baltimore.
was Aquilla Massey, a planter and slaveholder of
Maryland, and that name was also borne by his
grandfather, who was born in Maryland in 1741.
The latter was a farmer, owned a large plantation
and many slaves, and attained a great age, being
Darpast his ninety-ninth birthday when he died at

Maryland, in 1851.
A. B. Massey was born in 1808 at Darlington,
Hartford County, Maryland, received his education
at Annapolis, and became a physician and surgeon.
lington,

He was reared in his native place, but as a young
man went to Lock Haven, Pennsylvania, where he
was married, and where he practiced until the year
After a short stay
1857, when he came to Kansas.
at Kansas City, he went to Paola, but spent only
two months at the latter place, then moving on to
There he opened a
Trading Post, Linn County.
store and continued as a physician and merchant
until the outbreak of the Civil war, when he became
He was
surgeon of the Second Kansas Infantry.
with his command at Wilson Creek, with Gen. R.
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B. Mitchell iu Tennessee, and in numerous engagements, and the rigors of the war probably were more
than his constitution could stand, for in the fall of
1865 he passed away at Leavenworth, Kansas. Doctor Massey came of peaceful Quaker stock, which
had never beUeved in war, but he was ready to
assist his country when his services were needed.
He was a republican ui politics. Mrs. Massey was
born in 1822, in Pennsylvania, and died at LeavenThere were two
worth, Kansas, in March, 1909.
children in the family: J. M.; and Annie, who is a
resident of Leavenworth, Kansas, and widow of Dr.
.J.
McCormick, who was for fifty years engaged ia
the practice of medicine at that place.
J. M. Massey received his education in the public
schools of Lock Haven, Pennsylvania, and academy
In 1857 he came to
at Williamsport, Pennsylvania.
Kansas, and after a short stay moved on from Kansas City to Trading Post, Linn County, where he
arrived in the spring of 1858. There he assisted his
father in the store until the outbreak of the Civil
war, at which time he moved to Leavenworth and
joined the hospital service, later enlisting in the
Seventh Regiment, Missouri Volunteer Infantry, with
which he fought for nine months, being in the battles
of Hickman 's Mills, Westport, Independence
and Mine Creek, during Price's raid. Following his
military service, he went from Leavenworth to Benton, Montana, and following this spent five years
iu Texas, Arizona and New Mexico, later engaging
in the wholesale merchandise business at Leaven-

worth and Chicago and in Michigan. Returning to
Kansas in 1876, he located at Wichita, where for
one year he was employed iu the New York Store,
Later he went to
conducted by Kohn Brothers.
Sedgwick, Kansas, where for a number of years
he conducted a business of his own as a merchant,
and January 1, 1896, came to Chanute and entered
liusiness in association with Mr. Garvin, whose partner 's interest he purchased.
They have since continued in business as clothing dealers, under the firm
at
style of Garvin & Massey, with an establishment
No. 3 East Main Street, one of the substantial
busmess houses of Chanute, with a large and conMr. Massey enjoys an
stantly growing patronage.
excellent reputation in business circles of Chanute
and is vice president of the First National Bank and
He possesses the qualities so
a stockholder therein.
necessary to success iu commercial circles, shrewd-

acumen, foresight, aggi'essiveness and modei-n
has
progressiveness, and the fact that his integrity
never been questioned is an asset to his business
the worth of which cannot be properly estimated. He
is the owner of his residence at No. 101 South Kansas Avenue, and other real estate at Chanute, and
Neosho County.
is interested in several farms in
ness,

Politically a republican, Mr.
service has been as a member

Massey

's
only public
of the school board.

affiliated with Cedar Lodge No.
A. M., and also belongs to Chanute
Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, is past
commander of the Grand Army Post at Conway
Springs, Kansas, and is a member of the Loyal
Legion.
Mr. Massey was married in 1878, at Sedgwick,
Kansas, to Miss Alice Fuller, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Stephen Fuller, both of whom are now deMr. Fuller was a carriage manufacturer of
ceased.
Potsdam, New York, and later came to Kansas. Two
cliildren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Massey:
of Fresno, California;
Acjuilla B., who is a resident
and Mark F., who holds a position in the Govern-

He

103,

is

fraternally

A. F.

&
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luent

employ in the
Washington, D. C.

Army and Navy

Building, at

H. L. KiNNAMAX. The present county treasurer
of Chautauqua County is one of the oldest residents
More than forty years
of that section of the state.
ago he began farming on some of tlie virgin acres of
this county, and the careful study and energy he gave
to the business brought him an ample competence
besides providing liberally for his growing family.
Ue is now a resident of the City of Sedan and has
recently been chosen for a second term to the responsibilities of the county treasuryship.
Kiuuaman represents old American stock.
ilr.
His Kinuajjian ancestors were German people and
colonial settlers in North Carolina. Mr. H. L. Kinuaman was born in Madison County, Indiana, February
Uis father, H. L. Kinnemau, Sr., was born
1, ISOli.
in Korth Carolina January 2, 1809, a son of Walter
In 1818
Kinnamaii, a native of the same state.
Walter Kinnaman and family came from North Carolina to the State of Ohio, and Walter subsequently
lived in Indiana and Illinois, and died on his farm
H. L. Kiuuaman, Sr., grew up
in the latter state.
in Oiiio, and in 1830 moved to Madison County, Indiana, where he married. lie was one of the pioneers
in that rich and picturesque section of Eastern Indiana, and prosperity came to him in generous measAfter
ure,
lie was both a farmer and stock raiser.
the organization of the republican party he found a
place in its
candidates.
school board
Sr., died in

ranks, and always loyally supported its
For a number of years he served on the
of his home district. H. L. Kinnaman,
Carroll County, Missouri, in 1896 when

eighty-eight years of age. He was a member of the
Christian Church. His wife was Cassandra Crossley,

who was born in Madison County, Indiana, in 181.J.
The Crossleys were among the first white people to
locate in that county, and that was when Indiana
was still a territory and only a short time alter the
Indians had been driven away from those hunting
grounds. She died in Madison County in 1870. Her
children were:
David, who died in California, in
having gone out to the Pacific coast during the
days of the gold excitement; Conrad, who was a
farmer and died in Madison County, Indiana; Walter,
who is a retired farmer living at Tillamook, Oregon;
Henry, a farmer who died in Madison County, Indiana; Hannah Jane, who lives at Pendleton, Madison
County, widow of William Smith, who at the time
of his death was a retired farmer; Emeline, who died
in Madison County, the wife of Ransom Smith, who is
now a retired farmer at Pendleton; Madison Marion,
who was a farmer anil died in Carroll County, Missouri; Sarah, who died in Carroll County, Missouri,
the wife of Edward I'urdy, who is a farmer still
living there; Margaret, who died at the age of four
years; H. L. Kinnaman, Jr.; William A., who also
came to Chautauqua County, Kansas, became a
farmer and died in 1886; Richard, who died on his
farm in Chautauqua County.
Mr. Kinnaman grew up and received his early
education in the public schools of Madison County,
Indiana. When he left his father 's farm at the age
of twenty-one, he came out to Chautauqua County in
1874, and joined his efforts to the comparatively few
people who were at that time struggling to win a
livelihood from the resources of the soil and climate.
He stuck to his post during the many vicissitudes
which beset Kansas farming in the early years, and
kept up the work actively until 1915. Mr. Kinnaman
still owns a fine place of 400 acres in Jefferson Town185.5,

ship, six miles east of Cedarvale.

He

also

owns

his

comfortable residence on Osage Street in Sedan.
Mr. Kinnaman has been voting the republican
ticket since the days when Grant, Colfax, Hayes and
other distinguished figures were in the ascendancy.
After coming to Kansas his first important office
was count}' commissioner, which he held from 1884
He was also township treasurer of Jefferto 1887.
son Township four years, and was contmuously clerk
of the local school board for twenty-eight years. In
1914 he was elected for his first term as county treasurer but did not take office until October, 1915. In
November, 1916, he was re-elected for another term
of two years. Mr. Kinnaman is past noble grand of
Wannetta Lodge, No. 241, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, was formerly identified with the Encamp'

ment of that order, is also a member of the AntiHorse Thief Association, and belongs to Lodge
No. 131 of the Ancient Order of United Workmen at
Sedan.

On March

26, 1874, in Indianapolis, Indiana, he
Miss Laura Wiley.
Almost immediately
after his marriage he brought his bride to Chautauqua County and they started to make a home in this
new country. Mrs. Kinnaman died January 8, 1917,
aged sixty years, her death occurring on her birthday.
She was a daughter of Jacob and Margaret Ringer
Wiley, both of whom are deceased. Her father was
an Indiana farmer.
Mr. and Mrs. Kinnaman had
four children: Lillie, who died at the age of twentytwo in Qiautauqua County, was the wife of J. W.
Leonard, who lives on a farm in Jefferson Township
of Chautaucjua County.
Armiuta married 1. H.
Johnson and they live near Elgin, Kansas, but on a
farm just over the line in the State of Oklahoma;
Alta died in infancy; Harry R. is one his farm
adjoining that of his father in Jefferson Township.

married

Rev. Augustine P.

Heimann

is the beloved priest
Catholic Church at
He is a veteran in the service of
Piqua, Kansas.
the church in Kansas.
He came to the state more
than a quarter of a century ago, soon after his ordination as a priest, and for years has devoted himself
to the constructive as well as the spiritual administration of several important parishes in different

and

rector

of

St.

Martin

's

counties.

Father Heimann was born in Lafayette, Indiana,
His father, August Heimann,
15, 1866.

February
was born

in Silesia, Prussia, in 1834.
When eighteen
years of age he came to America, locating at Lafayette, Indiana, and spent many years in the railroad

service.
He finally retired and came to Kansas to
live with his son. Father Heimann, and died at Odin
in this state in 1910.
August Heimann married
Louisa Miller. She was born in 1836, at Dunningen
in Wuertemberg, Germany, and her parents came
to this country in
1850, locating in Covington,

Indiana.
August Heimann and wife had the following family: Albert, who died at the ace of four
years; Mary, who died when three years old; Augustine P.; and Emma, who became a member of the
Sisterhood of the Precious Blood and died in 1912.
Father Heimann was educated in the parochial

He was early
of
schools
Lafayette, Indiana.
destined for the priesthood, and for five years pursued the classical course in St. Lawrence College
at Mount Calvary in Fond du Lac County. WisconThis was followed by three years of study of
sin.
at St. Francis Seminary
philosophy and theology
and he took his last course in thenear
Milwaukee,

^t
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He was
ology at Mount St. Mary's in Cincinnati.
ordained at Cincinnati June 29, 1889.
He was at once sent out to Kansas, and his first
Tliere he
service was at Colby in Thomas County.
put in three years of strenuous missionary work,
having charge of twenty-three missions in six difIn 1892 he became pastor of the
ferent counties.
Catholic Church at Beloit, Kansas, remaining one
year, then was rector of the church at Herndon, and
for fourteen years had the administration of the
church at Odin. Following that was several months
at Garden City, and one year at Kinsley, and in
1912 he became rector of St. Martin's Church of
Piqua.
Its
St. Martin's Parish was establislied in 1886.
founder was Father Buechler. It is a large parish,
extending north of Piqua six mUes, south the same
distance, and easterly it includes the Owl Creek
and Yates Center Missions, under Father Heimann,
and to the west it extends four miles. The parish
has seventy families at Piqua, thirty families at
Owl Creek and twenty families at Yates Center.
Recently fifteen acres of land were donated to the
parish by Herman Wille whose place adjoins Piqua
on the southwest. An extensive program of building on the new site has been undertaken, including
a new rectory, a new school, a new Sisters residence,
All these buildings will be
parish hall and church.
successively undertaken; the rectory will be finished
in May of 1917.
During Father Heimann's career
in the priesthood and under his direction twelve
ecclesiastical buildings were erected, exclusive of
those proposed at Piqua.
Father Heimann is a member of the Knights of
Colimibus, the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association,
the Catholic Federation and the " Central-Verein. "

other purposes at 95 cents a ton.
Ne}v equipment
has been bought for the fire department, including
a modern motor truck, and the standards of efficiency have been raised.
The weak spot in municipal government too often
has been the accounting system. No one, not even
the city officials, have had a real knowledge of where
the money comes from, how it is paid out, or the
Perproportion between income and expenditures.
haps the most notable accomplishment of Mayor
Hay 's administration has been the installation of
a complete financial accounting system.
By this
system the revenues of the city are so classified, the
lionded and the current debts are so discriminated,
and the financial condition of every department of
is so concisely stated, that any
citizen can tell almost at a glance the general fiscal
condition.
These financial reports of the city are

the city government

'

Norman

L.

Hay. When a group of reaUy progresand public-spirited men get in congovernment, it matters little what

sive, enterprising
trol of a local

form of charter or municipal organization
they operate under, they do things and an entire community feels an uplift. This is well illustrated in the
case of the City of Sedan, where Norman L. Hay has
been mayor since 1912, and in close co-operation with
the city council dominated by similar ideas as to the
public good, he has brought about results which justify unusual pride in the part of Sedan in its civic
and municipal efficiency.
Mr. Hay had served on the city council three years
before he was elected mayor. When he took charge
of the city government there was a municipal debt
of $8,000. Under the old regime this debt was almost
stationary, but during the first two years of the Hay
administration, with the aid of the council, old debts
to the extent of $3,500 were paid, expenses were kept
rigidly within the budget of allowances, no new debts
were contracted, and the city now has the pleasant
anticipation of retiring all its bonds, except the waterworks bonds, in AprU, 1917.
At the same time the municipal administration has
An electric lighting
been exceedingly progressive.
system was installed, and a franchise was granted
to the Sedan Electric Light Company, and an unusual
feature of this grant is that the city is paid 1 per
cent of the gi'oss receipts.
The old custom was to
grant franchises without any return to the city,
and the action of Sedan is an illustration of the
experience that franchises have real value.
During
the present administration a stone crusher was bought
the
and
it
has
been
by
city government,
possible to
deliver crushed stone on the streets for paving and
special

.
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a model, and they would go further than any other
one thing toward the introduction of real business
methods into the management of a municipality.
Norman L. Hay, apart from his official relation
with Sedan is best known as a successful oil proHe was born at Tracy, LaPorte County, Inducer.
His ancestors were Scotch
diana, January 6, 1861.
people who came to New York in colonial times. His
grandfather, James Hay, was born in New York in
1785 and died in Schoharie County of the same state
in 1865. His life was spent as a farmer.
Samuel S. Hay, father of Mayor Hay, was born
in Schoharie County, New York, in 1829, and died
He was reared and
at LaPorte, Indiana, in 1910.
married in his native county, and soon after his
marriage removed to LaPorte County, Indiana. He
was one of the early settlers there, developed a farm
from the wilderness, and the prospej-ity that rewarded his strenuous efforts enabled him eventually
to retire into the CHty of LaPorte, where he spent
When he began voting he supported
his last days.
the whig ticket, later became a republican, and was
very much interested in local affairs, serving as township trustee of Union Township in Laporte County.
He was one of the founders of the Methodist
Protestant Church at Tracy, Indiana, and served as
Samuel S. Hay martrustee of that organization.
ried Emma J. Kichtmpyer, who was born in New
York State in 1835, and died in LaPorte, Indiana,
in August, 1913.
They had two children. The older
is Eva E., wife of August Kregle, and as retired
farmers they now make their home in LaPorte.
Norman L. Hay grew up on a farm, attended the
public schools of LaPorte County, spent two years
in Valparaiso University, and in 1881 entered upon
a career as a teacher. He was long identified with
educational work and put in fifty-five months' of
teaching in Laporte County.
On leaving Indiana Mr. Hay went to Minneapolis,
Minnesota, and became connected with the S. H.
Hall & Company, potato dealers. This company had
four plants for the making of potato flour.
Mr.
Hay was employed as a traveling salesman and placed
large quantities of this flour all over the East, in
Philadelphia, Baltimore and other cities.
Coming to Sedan, Kansas, in 1903, Mr. H.iy began buj'ing oil properties for ilr. S. H. Hall. Ernest
F. Smith and E. C. Best of Minneapolis. This brought
him into intimate touch with the oil industry of

Southern Kansas, and in 1906 he took up independent
His scope of eft'orts ha.s been largely
production.
in Chautauqua County and he now has interests in
eighty-one oil wells. He bought a home on Douglas
Street, and in 1912 extensively remodeled it so that
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it

is

perfectly adapted both tor

summer and winter

the office of the Salina Sun, of which W. H. Johnson
was editor and proprietor. Subsequently he became
a reporter on the staff of the Salina Union, of which
X. H. Gaines was the proprietor, and later was made
He held a like position
city editor of that paper.
with the Salina Republican, but in 1904 went to
Mouett, Missouri, where he purchased the Monett
Star, a paper with which he was connected for ten
In 1914, at the solicitation of C. E. Cowdery,
years.
proprietor, he came to Neodesha to accept the position
of managing editor of the Neodesha Daily Sun, which
The Daily
printed its first issue September 21, 1898.
Derrick was the first daily paper published at Neodesha.
On May 14, 1896, that paper was started with
Robert Akin and Mrs. Lizzie Jones as the publishers.
Mr. Akin, a very bright young man, a good printer
and a hard worker, had for a number of years been
foreman of the Neodesha Register, published by J.
Kansas Morgan, who about that time was also publishing the Railroad Register, a paper for railroad
men. This lie moved to Topeka about 1893 or 1894
and went to that city himself, leaving Mr. Akin to
conduct the Register. The railroad paper eventually
failed and Mr. Morgan came back, but, while Mr.
Akin was retained on the Register he had had a taste
of the
front
work on a paper, and decided to start
a job printing office. About that time the oil fields in
the vicinity of Neodesha commenccil to boom and
Mr. Akin and Mrs. Jones started the Daily Derrick,
as above noted.
It was a four-column folio, just the
size of the High School Booster, with patent insides,
and for a time nourished. Then the Register started
a daily and a warm fight was started between the two
which continued until some time during the summer
of 1898, when Mr. Akin sold his subscription list,
about 150 subscribers, to the Wilson County Sun for

residence.

In matters of politics Mr. Hay has exercised an
ludependeut choice among the candidates and policies
whicli have corresponded to his convictions.
He is

a member of the Modern Woodmen of America at
Sedan, and takes a very active part in the Baptist
Church, being a trustee of the church and sings hia
part in the choir.

In 1885 at Waupaca, W'isconsin, Mr. Hay marMiss Grace E. Hall, daughter of Henry H. and
Henrietta (W'oodard) Hall, both of whom are now
deceased.
Her father died at the venerable age of
He spent
ninety-six years, at Waupaca, Wisconsin.
most of his active life as a farmer. Mr. and Mrs.
Hay have two children. Elvie Mae died at the age
of eight mouths.
Crcssy J., who was born August
23, 1888, and still makes her home with her parents
at Sedan, is a graduate in the exi)ression department of Ottawa I'mversity, at Ottawa, Kansas, and
also studied expression in Curry 's School of ExShe is a very
pression at Boston, Massachusetts.
ried

cultured young

woman.

Charles P. Beebe. Among the well known newspaper men of Wilson County, one who has had broad
experience in his vocation is Charles 1'. Beebe, who
during the past three years has been managing editor
of tlie Neodesha Dail)' Sun. Mr. Beelie learned the
newspaper business at the case, and has worked his
way up through the various departments of the business so that he ha.s a thorough knowledge of all its

' '

Under his editorial management this publication has become one of the best daily papers of
Wilson County and wields a wide inlluence all over
details.

this section.

,

Mr. Beebe was born March .'51, 1879, in
Salina, Kansas, and is a son of David and
(Moore) Beebe. He comes of colonial
founder of the family having come from
New Vork prior to the Hevolution and is

'

'

the

The plant was moved to Cherry vale. The Sun
$12,
continued to jiublish the Derrick the same size, but
with home ]irint, until Septemlier 21, 1898, when it

England to
a grandson

was changed to the Neodesha Daily Sun and enlarged
to a five-column folio, with patent insides.
Soon after

the City of

Mary Baldi
stoik,

of Ambrose Beebe, a native of the Empire State, who
died in Cleveland, Ohio. David Beebe, the father of
Charles 1'. Beebe, was born in 1832, at Norwalk, Ohio,
and was there reared and educated. At the outbreak
of the Civil war he enlisted in a Nebraska regiment
of volunteer infantry, with which he fought during
the entire period of the struggle, and not long after
the close thereof, in 1867, located as a pioneer in
Saline County, Kansas.
The homestead upon which
he located is now included in the south part of the
City of Salina, and when that city was established he
took up his residence there. In 187.'3 he established
the first daily newspaper, The Farmers Advocate,
whi/ph he conducted for some j'ears, but finally retired
from active life and died at" Salina, April 12, 1890.
Mr. Beebe was a republican in politics and very active
in civic affairs.
He served as county clerk for a period
of sixteen years, and also held various other offices,
including those of city clerk .and township trustee.
He was a faithful member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Mr. Beebe married Mary Baldi Moore, who
was born in 1848, in Rockcastle County, Kentucky,
and died December 9, 1914, at Neodesha, Kans.is, and
three children were born to this union:
Charles P.;
Mamie, who is the wife of 0. H. Wiley, a clerk for the
St. Louis and San Francisco Railway at Kansas City,
Missouri; and Ray, a traveling salesman who died at
Neodesha in 191.'> and is buried at Salina.
Charles P. Beel<e attended the public schools of
Salina, Kansas, but is practically self-educated, for
at the age of eleven years he left school and began to
serve his apprenticeship to the printing business in

Sun was founded, at the solicitation of Mr,
Morgan and by agreement, both daily editions of the
Sun and Register were discoutinueil. For about two
the Daily

years Neodesha was without a daily ])aper, and then,
in November, 1900, the Daily Sun and Daily Register
started sinuiltaneously and the Sun has not missed
an issue since. On November 10, 1905, at the sug-

,

gestion of some of the liusiness men that two dailies
and two weeklies were too many, I'aul Wiley then
being publisher of the Register, the Daily Register and
Weekly Sun were discontinued. C. E. Cowdery, continued with the Sun, during both its daily and weekly
existence from April, 1894, until his death on February 15, 1917, and the paper is now being published
by his estate, with Mr. Beebe as editor and manager.
Mr. Beebe is one of the skilled men of his craft.
He is presenting the rcailers of the paper with a
neat, well-printed and well-edited publication, clean
and reliable, and accurate and conservative in the
handling of news. Its added subscription list of recent years makes it a valuable advertising medium,
and it is receiving the support of the most representative people of the field in which it operates.
As a
live and progressive citizen Mr. Beebe takes i)art in
civic matters and at the jpresent time is the h.ordworking and energetic secretary of the Neodesha Commercial Club.
He is a republican, belongs to the
Christian Church, and is a member of Monett Lodge
of Elks. He is unmarried.

W.\LTEK L. Payne, a native son of Kans.as, has
been doselv. identified with a number of its busi-
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ness and public activities for a number of years, and
is vice-president of the Pioneer State Bank of Burlingame. The Payne family have had a part in the
making of Kansas for fully sixty yeai-s.

It was Mr. Payne 's grandparents, Lorenzo Dow
and Mary Ann (Wildman) Payne, who were the
They located at
pioneers of the family in Kansas.
Trading Post in Miami County, where Lorenzo D.,
who was a physician by profession, practiced for
two years until the border ruffians drove him across
In that county he
the line into Douglas County.

continued his practice until his death in 1875. Doctor Payne and family had come to Kansas overland
in the usual custom of the early settlers, and made
He was a man
the journey in a prairie schooner.
of splendid influence as well as a successful physi-

•

It
cian and did much to build up his community.
was the e-Yposure incident to a hard and continuous
practice in a new country, involving long and arduous riding and driving from place to place, that
eventually brought about his death.
This branch of the Payne family is descended from
one of five brothers who came from England to
America in the early days. Merton Anson Payne,
father of the Burlingame banker, was born December 25, 18.37, in the State of Ohio. He was educated
in common schools and had the advantages of an
For several years
academy at Wolcott, Indiana.
he was associated with his uncle in a bank in Indi-

ana,

and

He made

in

1859 followed his parents to Kansas.

the journey

by way of railroad as far as

Kansas

City, thence took a steamboat up the Missouri River to Leavenworth, and from there by stage
His destination was the settlement
to Lawrence.
southwest of Lawrence.
called Clinton, ten miles
Merton A. Payne had hardly become established in
Kansas before the war broke out. He enlisted in

the Fourteenth Kansas Infantry, served as a sergeant, and when that regiment was reorganized he
became first lieutenant of the Fourth Arkansas Volunteer Infantry.
He was in many of the hard
fought campaigns in the Trans-Mississippi region,
and continued with the army until discharged in
1864.
Returning to Clinton, Kansas, he was marShe
ried in October, 1865, to Catherine McCoach.
was a daughter of John and Mary (Hazeltino) McCoach, both of whom were born in County Donegal
in Northern Ireland.
John McCoach when nine
years of age was a stowaway on a sailing vessel
and landed in Philadelphia. By hard work he saved
enough money to bring over his three sisters. He

became a prominent coal merchant in PhUadelphia,
but eventually on account of the ill health of some
of his family moved to Armstrong County, Pennsylvania, and in 1857 came overland and took up a
Two years
claim southwest of Lawrence, Kansas.
later he brought his family to the west and he was
identified with the State of Kansas the rest of his
John McCoach died in 1896, and his wife in
years.

There were eight children in the McCoach
One daughter, Mary, is now deceased.
George McCoach was a Union soldier in a regiment
1876.

family.

of Illinois Infantry, was in the famous march to
the sea, spent eleven months in Andersonville prison
and afterwards died in Ohio from wounds he had
received while attempting an escape from that notoriWhile attempting his escape
ous stockade prison.
he was shot in the neck by buckshot and was also
bitten by hounds.
The son, John McCoach, was a
member of the First Kansas Volunteers and served
throughout the entire war, participating in Wilson
Creek as his first battle, held the rank of second
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now living in Colorado Springs.
at the age of seventeen went to
Leavenworth and in 1865 started across the plains
with a freight train and was never afterwards heard
of.
AVilliam McCoach at the age of fifteen crossed
the plains and located in Helena, Montana. Thonias
McCoach is now living in Colorado.
lieutenant

and

is

James McCoach

After his marriage Merton A. Payne with his
father, Doctor Payne, bought a building and store
that had been erected by John Beam in 1856. This
was a landmark in that section of Kansas, and
stood until it was burned in 1904.
Its sills had

been hewed with a hand ax, and the floor was ofl
12 by 2 inch planking.
From that time forward
until his death on January 19, 1883, Merton Ausou
Payne was an active and successful merchant. He
was a republican, though never in any sense a
He was considered one of the leading
politician.
men of his community, lived an upright and temperate life, and was a member of the Masons and
Odd Fellows. He and his wife were active Methodists, and his widow has always maintained a veryclose association with church affairs.
Mrs. Payne
now lives on the old homestead at Clinton, Kansas.
Walter L. Payne, who was born on the home
farm in Douglas County, Kansas, April 13, 1867, is
the oldest of three brothers.
His brother, Edgar
A., is connected with the Standard Oil Company at
Lawrence. RoUa Merton, the youngest, died in 1873.
A substantial education trained Walter L. Payne
for his active business career. He attended the pubschools of Clinton and also Baker University.
For two years he was a cowboy in Meade County,
and then returned to Clinton and took- up a career
lic

as a general merchant.
He successfully managed
the store there until 1896, and during that time

from 1890

Ou May
C.

to

1895 was postmaster.
Mr. Payne married Miss Vienna
Mrs. Payne was born in Iowa, was

24, 1894,

Cliilcott.

brought to Kansas and lived first in Jefferson County
and then in Douglas County on a farm. She was
liberally educated, having studied in Baker University and having pursued post-graduate work in Kansas University.
For four years before her marriage
she taught school.
After their marriage Mr. and
Mrs. Payne lived on a farm in Douglas County and
his younger brother was on the homestead at the
time.
Mr. and Mrs. Payne are the parents of two
children Roland Dow, who is assistant attorney general to S. M. Brewster at Topeka
and LaVergne,
who is assistant cashier in the Pioneer State Bank
at Burlingame.
In 1896 Mr. Payne removed to Lawrence, where
he was a prosperous clothing merchant until 1900.
In that year he was appointed deputy county clerk,
an office he filled until January, 1903.
Then for
four years he was assistant state treasurer under
T. T. Kelly, and for six years filled a similar apThus for
pointment under the late Mark TuUey.
ten years Mr. Payne came into close touch with the
state official life at Topeka, and is one of the most
widely known men in Kansas.
In January, 1913, he came to Burlingame and
has since given most of his time and attention to
his duties as vice president of the Pioneer Bank.
In 1912 he was republican candidate for the office
of state treasurer, having been defeated by a very
narrow margin. In 1916 he again became a candi:

;

date for this

was elected November

7, 1916,
treasurer of Kansas.
Mr.
Payne is one of the men of leadership and influence
in his home city, and since 1915 has been president

and

is

office,

now serving

as
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of the city council and

for two years
was president of the Commercial Club.

1914-15

in

He

is

a

thirty-second deg^ree Scottish Rite Mason, being a
member of Consistory No. 1 at Tojicka, has been
prominent in Scottish Rite work for the past ten
years, and belongs to the Royal Arch Chapter at
Burlingame, to the Knights of Pythias, the Modern
Woodmen of America, the Fraterual Aid Union and
the Knights and Ladies of Security.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Payne have a deep and active
interest in the First Presbyterian Church at Burin which Mr. Payne is an elder.
Mrs.
Payne gives much of her time to church affairs, is
a member of the Ladies Guild, and also belongs to

lingame,

the Saturday Afternoon Club and other ladies' orWhile little is known of
ganizations in that city.
the fact, Mrs. Payne has disjiensed a broad charity
for a number of years, and during her residence in
Topeka was a working member in several charitable organizations.

.

Akmoub &
Armour

Co. In the year 1870 Plankiaton and
erected their first packing house in Kansas

Plant of Ar.mouk &

Co.,

products to every habitable portion of the globe. Its
splendid plant represents a lavish expenditure of effort,
time and money. Cleanliness and sanitation prevail:
the health, welfare and safety
efficiency is multiplied
;

of employes

is

The aim of Armour & Co.

protected.

in producing food products

Fred Ackabman

lost

is

toward perfection.

no time after graduating

from the high school at Sedan with the class of
1902 before finding his re.al and permanent vocaFor the past thirty-five years an old
tion in life.
and widely patronized hardware store at Sedan has
been conducted under the Ackarman name, and on
leaving high school Fred Ackarman entered the
store to give his father his active assistance and in
1903, wlien his father retired from business, the son
was thoroughly competent to handle the business and
maintain the prestige of the establishment over Chautauqua County.
Born at Sedan, September 1, 1882, Fred Ackarman is a son of Mr. E. C. Ackarman, who is still
E. C. Ackarniivn was
living at Sedan, now retired.
born at Rome City, Indiana, August 28, 1847. The

Packers, Kansas City, Kansas

City, Kansas. It was in charge of Simeon B. Armour.
In October, 1884, the Armours purchased the interests of Plankinton and the firm was changed to
Armour Packing Company.

From this small plant, with its crude manner of
handling meat products and where slaughtering was
only done in the winter time on account of no refrigeration and a mere handful of men were employed, it
has grown under the guiding hand of S. B. Armour
from its beginning until 1889, under Kirkland B.
Armour, eldest son of A. W. Armour, from 1899 to
1901, and from that date in charge of Charles W.
Armour, who is its present head, until today this organization employs 4,000 men, with an average yearly
pay roll of $2,7.50,000, and an average yearly expenditure for livestock of $40,550,000.
In January, 1911, the style of this firm was changed
to Armour & Co., and it became part of the great
house of Armour & Co. with its fifteen meat-packing
It sends food
plants located in the Cnited States.

family history of the Ackarmans in America largely
Fred Ackarcenters around that old Indiana town.

man

's

from

great-grandfather, Andrew Ackarman, came
Germany and was one of the first settlers

in the vicinity of Rome, Indiana.
He followed his
trade as tanner there until his death.
The grand-

whose name was also Andrew Ackarman,
was born near Rome, Indiana, in 1812, .and died
His life was spent as a farmer.
there in 1890.
He was active in the Masonic fraternity and the
Methodist Church.
He married Ruth Carr, who
was born in Kentucky, in 1820, and died on the
old homestead near Rome in 1894.
The record of
their children is as follows: Hiram, who died on a
farm near Rome, Indiana, in 1876; E. C. Ackarman; Andrew J., who was also a f.armer and died
near Rome in 1908; Henry, who is a doctor and
resides at Evansville, Indiana: Hugh, a farmer, who
died near Rome, Indiana, in 1896; Annie, deceased,
whose husband, Mr. Cunningham is a traveling salesfather,
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State; Mary, who died
Missouri, married Flint DeWeese,
a practicing attorney at Kansas City.
Mr. E. C. Ackarman was reared on the old Indiana
farm, but in 1868, at the age of twenty-one, left
home and moved to Butler in Bates County, Missouri, and in 1869 came across the Kansas line to
Crawford County. In 1871 he located in Howard

man

ia

living

Kansas

in

City,

County, was a farmer there, and first engaged in
the mercantile business by opening a stock of hardIn 1876 he removed to Sedan,
ware at Moline.
and in 1883 established the hardware business which
This
is now owned and conducted by his son, Fred.
store is situated on Lot 2, Block 15, on Main Street.
It is a store where everything in the hardware and
general implement line may be found, and it is also
a local agency for several of the best makes of autoAs a business that has been in successmobiles.
ful operation over thirty years its trade is naturally
widely extended, and there are regular patrons of
the store who reside at least twenty-five miles away
from Sedan. Mr. E. C. Ackarman has always been
a stanch advocate of the republican paxty and prinHe has been again- and again entrusted
ciples.
with local oflices, haring served as township trustee of Center Township, township treasurer of Sedan
Township, was county commissioner of Chautauqua
County three years, from 1886 to 1889, and was
mayor of Sedan two terms. His church is the
Universalist.
Mr. E. C. Ackarman married Laura
Thornburg. She was born in Missouri in 1851 and
died in Sedan, Kansas, in 1902.
Ethel, the oldest
of their children, died when three years of age.
Carl, the second, is a successful lawyer at Sedan
and is now county attorney of Chautauqua County.
The third in age is Fred Ackarman. Paul is a
worker in the oil fields and lives at Chautauqua.
Euth, the youngest, died at the age of eight years.
Fred Ackarman grew up in his native town, graduated from the high school in 1902, and immediately
entered his father 's store.
He is a young business
man who can be counted upon to lend his aid to
He has served as clerk of
every public enterprise.
Sedan Township, is a republican, a member of the
Christian Church and a deacon in the same, and is
affiliated with Camp No. 919 of the Modern Woodmen of America and Camp No. 40 of the Woodmen
of the World at Sedan.
He owns a comfortable
home jn the northwest part of town.
In 190.3, at Sedan, he married Miss Inez Park,
Her
daughter of Sam and Ida (Oilman) Park.
parents both reside at Sedan, and her father is in
the produce and feed business.
Two daughters have

been born to Mr. and Mrs. Ackarman: Beth, born
March 9, 1911, and Mona, born April 30, 1915.

Hon. G. K. Sipple. During 1910 the retired colony
of Neodesha was augmented by the arrival of G. K.
Sipple, whose activities have been centered in Wil-on
County since the year 1881, and whose career is expressive of the possibilities of country life when
directed by a well-trained mind, an earnest purpose
and a keen appreciation of its benefits and prerogatives.
Mr. Sipple is a Union veteran of the Civil war,
and a citizen who has contributed to his community 's
welfare. That his worth has been appreciated is evidenced by the positions of public trust which he has
filled, his public service culminating in his election as
a representative to the Kansas Legislature.
G. K. Sipple was born in Grant County, Kentucky,
March 12, 1844, and is a son of Rev. W. H. and Nancy
(Ashcraft) Sipple. The original member of the fam-
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country was Caleb Sipple, who took part
Delaware with Lord Delaware's
party. John Sipple, the grandfather of G. K. Sipple,
was boru in 1780, in Delaware, where as a young man
he engaged in schoolteaehing, and subsequently turned
his attention to farming.
He went as a pioneer
farmer to Harrison County, Kentucky, and in 1862
removed to Tuscola, Illinois, where his death occurred
two years later. He was a stanch whig.
Rev. W. H. Sipple was born in 1813, in Harrison
County, Kentucky, where he was reared and educated,
and as a young man joined the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he labored for many
He was married in Grant
years as a circuit-rider.
County, Kentucky, and in 1857 removed to Tuscola,
Douglas County, Illinois, where he became one of the
promiuent men of his community, serving as superintendent of public instruction for two years and as
He was a stanch
county judge for several terms.
democrat in politics- and a member of the Masonic
fraternity. In 1868 he removed to near Fulton, Calloway County, Missouri, retired from active life, and
there died August 6, 1873. Reverend Sipple married
Nancy Ashcraft, who was boru at Williamstown, Kentucky, in 1815, and died in Grant County, Kentucky,
August 26, 1855, and they were the parents of the following children Amelia Elizabeth, deceased, who was
the wife of the late William Beverly, who was a
farmer of Grant County, Kentucky, where both passed
away; Martha Ann, who died in 1914, near Williamstown, Kentucky, as the widow of the late W. A. Ashcraft, a farmer of Grant County; Caleb Walker,
who died at the age of thirteen years; William H.,
who was a merchant of Neodesha, Kansas, until October, 1893, since which time no record has been kept
of his movements; John I., who is a retired merchant
of Parsons, Kansas; G. K. Mary Beverly, who died
at the age of six years Sarah Jane, who is the widow
of Reverend Barnett, late of the St. Louis Conference
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and resides at Gillam, Saline County, Missouri; and Lewis Harper, who
is engaged in farming in the vicinity of Fayette,
ily in this

in the settlement of

:

;

;

Missouri.
G. K. Sipple was educated in the public schools of
Grant County, Kentucky, and Tuscola, Illinois, and
left school and home at the age of seventeen years to
become a soldier of the Union. He enlisted, in 1861,
in Company D, Twenty-fir«t Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, was mustered out at San Antonio,
Texas, in 1865, and received his honorable discharge
at Sprinefield, Illinois.
During his long period of
ser\-ice Mr. Sipple participated in numerous hardfought engagements, the Twenty-first always being in
the thick of the fight.
Among his more important
battles were Shiloh, Perryrille. Stone River, Chlckamauga and Missionary Ridse. following which he was
with the troops of General Sherman on the famous
campaign from Dalton, Georgia, to Atlanta, and he
then took part in the bloody battles of Franklin and
He at all times bore himself
Nashville, Tennessee.
bravely and courageously and established a record as
a faithful soldier, deserving of the honor of wearing
his country's uniform.
When his military service was completed, Mr. Sipple
returned to Douglas County, Illinois, and engased In
farming, but in the spring of 1872 came to Labette
County, Kansas, and took up a claim of 160 acres,
which he deeded. He remained on that property until
1881, when he came to Wilson County, and here followed farming and stockraising successfully untH
1910. when he retired from active life and moved to
Neodesha, where he has a comfortable home at No.
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207 South Fifth Avenue. He is still the owner of
120 aores of good land four miles east of Neodesha.
Mr. Sipple made a success of his agricultural operations through industry and good management and the
period of rest which he is now taking has been fairly

and deservedly earned.

He

has been prominent
in public affairs for a number of years, and whiU
residing in Labette County served as township trustee
of Liberty Township. In Neodesha Township he
acted as township treasurer, and in 1907 was sent as
the representative of his district to the Kansas Legislature, in which he served his constituents faithfully
and well. In that body he was a member of the committee on judiciary; introduced and had passed a bill
compelling traveling druggists to pay an annual
license of $50; and another to jirovide for the examination of veterinary surgeons before allowing them

Mr. Sipple

to practice,

is

a democrat.

and had a hand

much

in

legislation af-

fecting the interests of his community and its people.
His record in the legislative body was an excellent
Mr. Sipple is a member of the Methodist Episone.
copal Clmreh, in which he is steward and class leader.
He is a popular comrade of Neodesha I'ost, Grand
Army of the Kepublic.
On January ;i, 1871, at Tuscola, Illinois, Mr. Sipple was married to Miss Molly Brady, daughter of
the late Henry and Carrie Brady, farming peojjle.
To this union there were born four children: Ida B.,
who is the wife of W. A. Kankin, a farmer of the
Elmer W., who died at the age
vicinity of Neodesha
of three years; Hulbert L., who is identified with the
Prudential Life Insurance Company, at Portland,
Oregon; and Clarence E., who is an employe of a rail;

road and resides in Oakland, California.

Parsons is the home
R.\i,PH Randolph Hidden.
and headquarters of a number of men who have
MisOne of
souri, Kansas & Texas Railway Companj-.
these is Ralph Randolph Hibben, Assistant Fuel
Agent for this road, and for almost a quarter of a
century has been continuously identifie<l with the
He is also a
Coal Department of this company.
member of the Board of Directors of the InternaHe is
tional Railway Fuel Association of America.
of English, Irish stock originally, his ancestors on
his mother 's side coming to America with William
His ancestors
Penn, and settled in Pennsylvania.
on his fatiier's side were from Ireland and they
also settled in Pennsylvania, prior to the Revolutionary war.
Mr. Hibben is a native of Kansas and son of
a distinguished pioneer physician, Dr. W. W. Hibben.
Doctor Hibben settled in Emporia October
31, 1867, and was engaged in the practice of medicine from that time until his deatli, October, 1883.
In addition to his regular practice, he was associated with one Doctor Jacobs in the drug business.
He was a member of the City Council for two terms
and held the office of coroner for one term. He
was also examining surgeon for Board of Pensions
at Emporia for nine years and was the president of

given

many years

of

faithful

service

to

the

He
board from its incipiency to his death.
was a member of the County and State Medical societies, was also member of Lodge No. 12, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, and of Chapter No.
12, Royal Arch Masons, and was a charter member
of the Emporia Commandery No. 8, Knights Tem-

this

County, Pennsylvania, April

He commenced to practice in Jamestown,
in 18.54.
Green County, Ohio, but after a short time removed
to Paintersville, and one year later to Lumberton,
He was one of the first
Clinton County, Ohio.
medical practitioners at Emporia, and practiced there
For a
with much success until his death in 1883.
number of years he was surgeon for the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company. He was an
old line republican, having been identified with that
He was a member of the
party from its origin.
Methodist Episcopal Church.
Doctor Hibben was married in Paintersville, Ohio,
February 9, 18.54, to Euphemia A. Watson, a native
of Quakertown, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, she
being born in Quakertown in the year 1832, and died
Their
in Los Angeles, California, in the year 1912.
children were J. H., who is superintendent of the
Coal Department of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas
Railway, at Parsons; Cliarles H., connected with the
Hooker Pipe Company, at Los Angeles, California;
George, a farmer living at Los Angeles; William,
twin brother of George, who is connected with the
Wells Fargo & Comjiany Express, at Kansas City,
Maymc, wife of G. Gillelan, a retired loan
real estate dealer, living at Los Angeles; Ralph

Missouri

and

;

and Jennie, wife of Charles E. JarWs, who is
secretary to the Board of Directors of the First
R.

;

Cliurch

of

in
7,

Uniontown, Fayette
182.5, moved to James-

Christ

Scientists,

Boston,

Ralph Randolph Hibben was
Kansas, October 28, 1872, and
He attended
during his youth.
and nearly completed his senior
school.

On

leaving high

school

Massachusetts.

born at

Emporia,

lived in that city
the public schools,
year in the high
in 1890, he began

working for the Wells Fargo & Company Express,
and was there employed until April, 1892. On .lune
1,
1892, Mr. Hibben entered the service of the
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway Company in the
His first position was that of
Fuel Department.
fuel foreman, and he has been steadily at work in
that department ever since, and is now assistant fuel
agent for this great corporation with offices in the
general headquarters at Parsons.

Mr. Hibben is independent in politics and a memHe belongs to
ber of the Christian Science Church.
the Parsons Commercial Club, and fraternally is
affiliated with Parsons Lodge No. 117, Ancient Free

and Accepted Masons, and Parsons Cliapter No. 39,
Royal Arch Masons and Cocur De Leon Commandery
No'. 17, Knights Templar at Parsons.
Mr. Hibben owns an attractive residence at No.
On March 4, 1912, at Parsons,
1404 Broadway.
ho

married

Miss

Harriett

Q. Kiser, now deceased,
stock raiser near Emporia.

Denton & Limbocker.

Kiscr,

daughter

of

J.

who was a farmer and
More

of

the

business

South Mound in Neosho Counis
handled through the firm of Denton &
ty,
Limbocker than any other one commercial organization.
They are grain dealers, merchants, farmers,
bankers, and both partners also have an important
part in public affairs, Mr. Denton being postmaster
of South Mound, while Mr. Limbocker is a county
of

the

town

of

commissioner.

Denton was born ip Pulaski County, MisSeptember 9, 1878. His ancestors were ScotchIrish people who were early settlers in Kentucky.
.Tohn F.

plar.

Doctor Hibben was born

town, Green County, Ohio, with his parents in 1832,
He
remaining there until he moved to Kansas.
received his medical education in the Ohio Medical College, and in the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery, from which he was graduated

souri,
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His grandfather, Thomas Denton, was born in Ken-

moved

into Missouri, and died
County of that state in 1896.
F. M. Denton, father of John F.,

tucky,

in

Hancock

was born in
1851, but was reared and married in
Pulaski County, Missouri. After farming for a few
years he engaged in merchandising at Hancock in
Kentucky,

in

Pulaski County, and in June, 1889, came to Kansas.
After a month at St. Paul he removed to
South Mound, and there took up merchandising and
the grain business, which lie followed until his death,
in May, 1915.
He was always a loyal democrat,
and was an active supporter of the Methodist Episcopal Church, serving as trustee of the church at
South Mound. Fraternally he was affiliated with the

Masonic Order and the independent Order of Odd
Fellows.
F. M. Denton married MoUie J. Decker,
who was born in Illinois, in 1853, and is now livTheir children were: C. A.
ing at South Mound.
Denton, who was a boilermaker at Parsons, Kansas;
John F. MoUie, wife of F. H. Hoover, a farmer
at Soutli Mound; Hattie V., wife of Mr. Glenn
Limbocker, partner of .John F. Denton E. E. Den;

;

who is a railroad engineer with .the Missouri,
Kansas & Texas Kailway, living at Parsons; the
ton,

sixth

child,

a

daughter,

died

in

infancy;

A.

A.

Denton is a boilermaker at Springfield, Missouri;
and Ethel E., wife of Eoy E. Burt, a minister of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, living at Lawrence,
Kansas.

John F. Denton received his early training in the
public schools of South Mound, and afterward took
a course in the business college at Sedalia, Missouri.
Wliile he has had a most successful career, ho is
one of those men who do well in various occupations.
He was a farmer for three years at South Mound,
and then for eight years was a railroad man, being
employed in the general offices and shops at Springfield, Missouri.
Returning to South Mound, he engaged in the mercantile l)usiness, and the firm of
Denton & Limbocker now have an immense trade,
extending all over the country around South Mound.
They also conduct a grain elevator, this elevator
being situated on the Missouri, Kansas & Texas
Mr. Dentracks, while the store is on Main Street.
ton also has a good residence on Main Street. The
firm owns and uses as an adjunct to their business
a farm of 110 acres in South Mound.
Mr. Denton was reared a democrat, and has always
been active in that party. In April, 1915, he was
appointed by President Wilson as postmaster at
South Mound.
At one time he served a term as
He is a member and trustee
townshi)j treasurer.
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is affiliated with
53, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, at
Osage Mission, with Parsons Lodge of Masons, with
South Mound Camp No. 8036, Modern Woodmen of
America. Much of his time Mr. Denton gives to his
office as president of the South Mound State Bank.
In 1903 at South Mound he married Miss Lettie
P. Limbocker, a sister of his business partner.
Her
parents, .T. G. and Jennie (McKee) Limbocker, reside at South Mound, her father being a farmer.
Glenn Limbocker, of the firm of Denton & Limbocker, and present county commissioner of Neosho
County, was born at South Mound, Kansas, on a
His ancestors came
farm, September 15, 1877.
from Germany, the family having lived in America
for several generations.
His father, Joseph Gilbert
Limbocker, who lives on a farm 2^ miles east of
South Mound, was liorn in Iowa in 18.54, spent the
first sixteen years of his life there, and about 1870
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came to Neosho County, Kansas, and established his
home within half a mile of the farm where he now
resides.
He has been a successful man and has a
In politics
highly-improved place of eighty acres.
he is a republican, and has served two terms as
His church is
townshi]! trustee in Neosho County.
the Methodist.
He married Jennie McKee, who
was born in Indiana in 1852. The oldest of their
children is Mr. Glenn Limbocker.
Earl, who died
in 1904, at Van Buren, Arkansas, had made a balloon
ascension and was drowned after his descent. Lettie
Pearl has been mentioned above as the wife of John
F. Denton. Lettie 's twin sister died in infancy.
Glenn Limbocker acquired an education in the
common schools of South Mound and lived on his
father's farm until the age of twenty-two.
After
tliat he was farming for himself until 1907, and
then moved to South Mound and was a general
merchant for two years, at the end of which time
the present firm of Denton & Limbocker was established.
Mr. Limbocker owns a good residence on
Main Street and is a stockholder in the South Mound
State Bank.
While his partner is a loyal democrat, Mr. Limbocker is equally firm in his allegiance to the republican organization.
In 1914 he was elected to the
office of county commissioner, and has filled that

January, 1915, his term expiring DeSome years ago he was elected
1918.
constable and served two years, and he was the
republican postmaster of South Mound under President Roosevelt and President Taft, serving for eight
He is a member and steward in the Methodist
years.
office

since

cember

31,

Episcopal Church.

December 7, 1899, at South Mound, he married
Miss Hattie D. Denton, sister of his business partThree children were born to
ner, John F. Denton.
their marriage:
A son that died in infancy; Paul
L., born September 15, 1902; and Hazel C., born
April 19, 1905.

Saiiuel Holjies has shown an ability amounting
genius for the successful handling of business
affairs, especially landed transactions, and during
his long residence in Kansas has accumulated some
of the finest sections of farming land in Greenwood
and surrounding counties. Mr. Holmes learned the
to

value of industry when a boy, also the principles
of straightforward integrity, and it may be said
that in consequence he has always been a successful
man. He is now eighty-three years of age and lives
One of the connecpractically retired at Eureka.
tions he still retains is as vice president of the

Home

National Bank.

Mr. Holmes

is

an honored

veteran of the Civil war, in which he fought on the

Union

side.

He was

born in Carroll County, Ohio, December
1834, and lived on his father's farm there until
1853. In the meantime he attended the rural schools.
Most of the schools at that time were supported
on the subscription plan, and their advantages were
In the spring of 1853 he
correspondingly meager.
moved out to Wayne County, Illinois, where his
father followed him in the fall of the same year.
Mr. Holmes laid the foundation of his success as a
farmer in Illinois, and from that state brought considerable capital as well as experience to Kansas in
the spring of 1870.
Locating in Greenwood County,
he pre-empted a claim and paid .$1.25 per acre. This
land was in the Osage reservation near (Tlimax. On
his quarter section there he lived until lS8fi, and
in the meantime invested his surplus capital in vari8,

'
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ous other quarter sections.
He still owns the old
homestead, but for the past thirty years has lived
in Eureka.
His individual ownership now inchides
182 acres. But in the meantime he has given away

Each of his seven chil1,040 acres to his children.
dren received 160 acres except his daughter Ida, who
accepted eighty acres and the eciuivalent of the other
Mr. Holmes
eighty acres she took in bank stocks.
has done a magnificent part by his children, and tliey
are all prosperous and have done their in<li\idual
Mr. Holmes also owns
share of the world 's work.
a comfortable residence on Mulberry Street in
Eureka.

The beginning of his military service came in
August, 1862, when he enlisted in Company D of
the

Eighty-seventh

Illinois

Infantry.

He was

in

His first
active service until the close of the war.
important campaign was the siege of Vicksbnrg,
and during the progress of operations against that
city ho |)articipated in the severely fought battle at
Later his regiment
was
Jackson,
Mississippi.

mounted and participated in Banks campaign up
the Red River, and from that time until the end of
the war he was engaged in scouting up and down
the Mississippi River. He had numerous escapes from
danger, and put in nearly three years of hard fight-

•

ing for the preservation of the Union.
Mr. Holmes is a democrat, and for three years
held the office of county commissioner of Greenwood
County. He is a past master of Twin Falls Lodge
of Masons and now has membership in Fidelity
Lodge No. 106 Ancient Free and Accepted Miisons.
Mr. Holmes comes of long lived and rugged stock,
and both he and his ancestors have shown great
The family record is noteworthy in sevvitality.
eral ways.
Mr. Holmes was one of the eiglitecn
children borne by his mother, while his father had
fully twenty-six children by his three marriages.
The Holmes ancestors came from Scotland and
were early settlers in Westmoreland County, PennMr. Holmes' great-grandfather was a
sylvania.
soldier in the Revolutionary war. His name was Joel
Holmes, and he was the founder of tlie family on
this side of the Atlantic.
The grandfather was John
Holmes, who was born in Pennsylvania, took jiart as
a soldier in the War of 1812, developed a jiioneer
farm in the wilds of Ohio and died in Seneca
County of that state. Thus there has been members
of this family partici]>ants in every great war in
which this country h;is engaged.
William Holmes, father of Samuel, was born at
He was reared
Tuscarora, Pennsylvania, in 1801.
and married in his native state, followed farming
later
removed
to Carroll County, Oliio, a few
there,
years before Samuel was born, and 'developed one
of the best farms in that county.
He also became
a man of prominence in local affairs, serving four
as
auditor
of
Carroll
years
County and four years
as county treasurer.
In 1853 he removed to Wayne
County, Illinois, and afterwards retired from farming and spent the rest of his years there. His death
occurred in 1887, when eighty-six years of age. He
was a democrat in politics.
William Holmes' first wife was a Miss Joseph.
Her four children, all now deceased, were Mary,
For his second wife
Elizabotli, William and John.
William Holmes married Eliza Davis, the mother of
Samuel Holmes.
She was born at Tuscarora,
Pennsylvania, in 1807, and died in Carroll County,
A brief record of her large family
Ohio, in 1849.
of children
in

Putnam

is

as follows:

Coiuity, Ohio,

Isaac,

and died

who was

a farmer

in 1915; Catherine,

Martha, who died
County; Jonathan, who wa.s killed when a
young man in Carroll County by a tree falling upon
iiim
James, who was a physician and went to the
CMvil war as a Union soldier having charge of a
Government hospital, and was never heard of afterwards; Miriam, who died in Wayne County, Illinois, in the summer of 1916; Samuel, who was the
seventh of his mother's children; Eliza, who died in
Wayne County, Illinois, in 1914; David, a veteran of
the Civil war, afterwards a farmer, and died in
Wayne County in 1914; Oliver, who died in Wayne
County, was a farmer, served as county clerk four
years, and as county treasurer the same length of
time: Martin and Daniel, both of whom died in
childhood; Milton, who is a farmer in Wayne
County, Illinois: Sarah, who died at Madison, Kansas, in 1908; Eleanor, who died in Wayne County
in 1904; Samantha, wife of Jesse Robinson, a retired
veteran of the Civil war. her home being in Edwards County, Illinois; Calvin, a retired land owner
at Mulberry, Arkansas; and the eighteenth and
youngest was a son that died in infancy, his mother
William Holmes
passing away at the same time.
married for his third wife Martha Wiseman. She
was born at Massillon, Ohio, and died in Wayne
She became the mother
County, Illinois, in 1870.

who died

in Carroll County, Ohio;

in Carroll

;

of four children: Eli, who was a physician and
Maliesa,
surgeon and died at St. Louis, Missouri
who resides at Glenwood Springs, Colorado, widow
of Caney Staton, who was a farmer; George, who
is a farmer on the Roaring Fork of the Rio Grande
in Colorado; and Mary, wife of William Westfall,
employed in the steel factory at Pueblo, Colorado.
Mr. Samuel Holmes was married in Wayne County.
Illinois, in 1856, to Miss Elizabeth Porterfield, a
daughter of John and Elizabeth (Thompson) Porterfield.
Her father was a farmer and both parents are now deceased. Mrs. Holmes died at Eureka,
February 14, 1911, about five years after they had
It is
celebrated their golden wedding anniversary.
the privilege of few couples to travel such a long
part of the journey of life together as was the lot
Of their children
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Holmes.
the oldest is Elsina, wife of Marshall Moore, a
farmer on Honey Creek in Greenwood County: Elmer,
has been a farmer but is now living retired at
Severj-, Kansas; Ahin, whose home is on a farm
at Climax, has completed one term of four years as
county commissioner of Greenwood County and in
1916 was re-elected for another similar term; Mariett, is the wife of E. B. Powers, a farmer at Climax,
Kansas; Arizona, who lives with her father in Eureka,
is the widow of Harry Wyant, who was a farmer;
Ida has always lived with her father and is unmarried; Murray, the youngest of the children, is
of Eureka.
cashier of the Home jfational Bank
He was born in Greenwood County in April, 1882,
was educated in the public schools of Eureka, graduating from high school in 1900, and also had a
course in the Kansas City Business College at KanOn completing his education
sas City, Missouri.
he became bookkeeper in the Citizens National Bank
of Eureka, and in 1904, when the Home National
Bank was organized he took the post of assistant
cashier and bookkeeper and was advanced to cashier
He is an active democrat, is treasurer of
in 1912.
the Board of Education of Eureka, and is one of
the vigorous and progressive younger citizens of
Greenwood County. Besides his home on Elm Street,
he owns a 160-acre farm, given him by his father,
Murray Holmes was marin Greenwood Countv.
;
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ried May 16, 1906, to Miss Jo Buxiis, daughter of
A. P. and Lydia (McGanan) Burris, who reside on
a farm at VirgU, Kansas. Mr. and Mrs. Murray
Holmes have two children: Burris, born August 11,
1909.
1907, and Horace, born January 8,

Olivkb W. Sparks. In a greater degree than is
true of most towns the City of Galena is the result
of the enterprise of a comparatively small group
of men. Oliver W. Sparks came along and discovered
That
zinc and lead on the Schermerhorn farm.
marked the opening chapter in the industrial histowns
tory of one of the most progressive mining
After his first strike Mr.
of Southeastern Kansas.
Sparks opened up other mineral deposits on the Maston land, later on the Bunco farm, and now for
many years he has been continuously operating in
that vicinity. Today he is the largest mine operator in the Galena district, and there is no question
that Galena has become a city largely as a result
of his and a few other men 's operations and the
results that have grown from his enterprise.
Both he and his father were among the pioneers
in this

mining

district.

His father, the late Samuel

Sparks, who died at Galena, in 1907, came to the
Stanley diggings iu Cherokee County in 1877. Oliver
W. Sparks was at that time seventeen years of age
and he gained his first experience in Cherokee County
In 1879 father and son went to
with his father.
Leadville, Colorado, remaining there tiiree years,
but then returned to Galena, where Samuel Sparks
continued his business as a zine and lead miner
until his death in 1907.
Samuel Sparks was born in Louisville, Kentucky,
His ancestors came from Ireland, were
in 1835.
early settlers in Kentucky, and his father, Henry
Sparks, was born in Kentucky, was reared and married there and became a pioneer farmer at Shelbina,
Samuel Sparks
Missouri, where he died in 1873.
spent most of his early life at Shelbina, and was
reared and married on a farm at the edge of that
His early experience was all connected with
town.
farming, but in 1873 he removed to Joplin, Missouri,
and took up lead and zinc mining. During the Civil
war he was a captain in the Confederate army and
was in active service from the beginning to the
end of the struggle. In a fight at Granby, Missouri,
he was wounded, but otherwise escaped any serious
injury. Politically he was always a democratic voter.
Samuel Sparks married four times. His first wife
was Lydia Lewis, who was born in Shelbina, MisHer chilsouri, in 1839 and died September, 1862.
dren were: Mary Ellen, who married Baptist Patton,
a school teacher, and both are now deceased Jennie,
who died in infancy; and Oliver W., who was born
August 5, 1862, at Shelbina, Missouri, only a few
days before his mother's death. His father married
for his second wife Catherine Adams, who died in
She had two children: Ed, who is
Joplin, Missouri.
a farmer at Klondyke, in Cherokee County; and
;

who lives with her half-brother, Oliver, and
widow of Lafayette Bowe, who was a mine
operator and for a number of years served as deputy

Lulie,
is the

The third wife of
Cherokee County.
Samuel Sparks was Nancy Stanley, who died at
His fourth wife, Maggie
Galena, without children.
Stooties, now lives at Empire City, Kansas.
Oliver W. Sparks is an illustration of the fact
that the ambitious and energetic man is not dependent upon schools and liberal advantages either
for his education or his success in life.
Altogether
he spent only about one year in public school and
sheriff

of
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that was in Joplin, Missouri. Nevertheless, he is a
Thus he has acquired, partly
well-informed man.
by experience and partly by reading and study, a
habit early acquired, of turning every experience
to his advantage as an asset for future action.
He
was with his father up to the age of nineteen, and as
already stated, came with the elder Sparks to Cherokee County, in 1877, and two years later went to
At the age of nineteen he beLeadville, Colorado.
gan mining on his own account, and now has been
in that business continuously for about thirty-five
years. As already mentioned he was one of the first
operators in and around Galena.
At the present time Mr. Sparks is general manager
and treasurer of a group of mining companies, whose
properties are located in Jasper County, Missouri,
as follows: The Sparkler Mining Company, of which
he is owner; the Dick Turpin mine, the Yellow Pup
mine, the Lock mine, and the Alpha mine. He also
owns an interest in and is manager of the Allsparks
mine at Miami, Oklahoma.
He is individually owner of a large amount of
mineral lands, including 314 acres in Spring River,
Cherokee County; 270 acres adjacent to Galena; 119
acres where the Yellow Pup mine is located; and 400
acres at Clinton, Oklahoma.
With all his strenuous participation in business
affairs Mr. Sparks has not neglected the public welfare.
He spent two terms as mayor of Galena, was
also on the city council two terms, and from 1907
to 1912, five years, was sheriff of Cherokee County.
While he was sheriff a law was passed requiring
In
a uniform terra of oflBce throughout the state.
his individual case Mr. Sparks resisted the application of this law, defeated the suit brought against
him, and therefore served the extra year until his
successor was elected at the next general election.
few years ago he was candidate for representative.
to the legislature against C. S. Westcott, republican.
Mr. Sparks is an active democrat and has many
times represented his party in county and state conventions. Mr. Sparks was elected a member of the
state legislature for the sessions 1917-18, and is a
member of the judiciary committee, utilities commission, mines and miners' committee and labor committee of cities of the second class. He is also father
of the segregation bill, separating the white from
the colored children in the public schools.
Prnternally he is affiliated with Galena Lodge No.
677, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Aerie
No. 266, Fraternal Order of Eagles, and was formerly
a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and Knights of Pythias.
In 1888 at Galena he married Miss Ida Keller, who
died in 1899.
There are three children: Dorothy,
wife of Peter Demertin, a mine operator at Galena;
Una, still at home; and Warren, who is assisting his
father in business.
In 1903 at Columbus, Kansas,
Mr. Sparks married for his present wife .\mbrosia
Newton, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Newton.
Mr. and Mrs. Sparks have one son, Oliver Wallace.

A

Max

J.

Kennedy.

An

enterprise which, founded

in 1904, has grown to large and important proportions is that of the Kennedy Printing Company, of

Fredonia. In an era of sjiecialization, the proprietor
of this business, Max ,1. Kennedy, has confined the
activities of his establishment to the printing of matter for banking houses, a field in which he has not only

had phenomenal success in the immediate locality in
which his business is located, but in towns and cities
far distant, one of the most important branches of
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wliieli handles tlie mail orders.
one of the most progressive and enterprising of Fredonia 's young business men, and
is also a leader in politics in this locality, being at this
time chairman of the Democratic County Central Committee of Wilson County.
Mas J. Kennedy was born at Fredonia, Kansas,
December J7, 1883, and is a son of James M. and
Elizabeth (Stivers) (Jordan) Kennedy. His grandfather, Patrick Kennedy, was born in County Tip-

Lis house being that

Mr. Keuuody

is

perary, Ireland, in 18:)2, came to the United States
as a young man, resided at Indianapolis, Indiana,
and near Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and fought as a
Union soldier in an Illinois regiment of volunteer
In 1869 ho came to
infantry during the Civil war.
Kansas and took up a claim of 160 acres in Wilson
County, and resided thereon until his retirement, in
1902, when he removed to the City of Fredonia, and
He married Alice Moore, who
died there in 1912.

was born
and died

in 1835, also in County Tipperary, Ireland,
in Wilson County, in 1896, and they became

the parents of four children: John L., who was one
of the appointees of President McKinley to a 'position
on the Industrial Commission and is now a printer
of Washington, District of Columbia; Mary, who is
the owner of the family homestead in Wilson County
and of real estate at Fredonia; James M.; and William T., a ranchman and county commissioner of
Colorado Springs, Colorado.
James M. Kennedy, the father of Max .1. Kennedy,
was born near Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, November 11,
1857, and was twelve years old when brought to KanHere he attended the rural schools of W'ilson
sas.
County for two years, and then began working among
the farmers of the. locality. While thus engaged he
managed to secure an education througli home study,
and when twenty years old started teaching in the

Wilson County country schools. He was later superintendent of schools for Fredonia for four years and
a teacher in the summer normal schools for eight
years, and in the meantime applied himself assiduously to the study of law, so that after a period spent
in the ofEce of S. S. Kirkpatrick, a Fredonia lawyer,
and a short experience in the farm loan business he
was admitted to the bar in 1890. He has since been
engaged in practice and is one of the leading members
of the profession at Fredonia. He is also an extensive
property owner and a well-known business man. being
president of the Excelsior Brick Company, the largest
of its kind west of the Mississij>pi. He is a Mason,
is independent in politics, and served two terms as

I

James M. Kennedy was married
county attorney.
in 1882 to Mrs. Elizabeth (Stivers) Jordan, daughter
of Hon. William and Matilda (Young) Stivers, both
now deceased. Judge Stivers was auditor of Tipton
County, Indiana, for eight years, and for twelve years
was judge of the Proliatc Court of W'ilson County,
Kansas. Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
Kennedy: William R., Kansas University, LL. B., and
a practicing attorney of Greenville, Missouri, married
Edith Van Duser and has three children, Hugh, James
Randall and Gilbert; Max J., of this review; and
Madge, a graduate of Kansas University and now
the wife of Frederick Cambern, cashier of the State
Bank of Fredonia. and has one daughter, Elizabeth.
Max .1. Kcimedy was educated in the public schools
of Fredoni.T, and after he finished his studies in the
high school entered the printing business. He had a
natural aptitude for this vocation, and, as is usual
with young men in this business, had ambitions to
enter the newspaper field.
Before he was twenty
years of age he published the first issue of the Daily
Herald, of which he was the proprietor until 1906,

in which year he sold out.
In the meantime, in 1904,
he had established the Kennedy Printing Company,
the business of which grew to such an extent that
his entire attention was needed for its handling, which
was the real reason for his retirement from the field
of journalism.
The Kennedy Printing Company, as
noted, devotes itself exclusively to bank printing,
and orders for this kind of work come from all over
the United States.
Mr. Kennedy has made a keen
study of this branch of printing, and his ideas, workmanshi]] and knowledge of bank jirinting have combined to give him a prominent place in this particular field.
His plant is equipped wth the most up-todate machinery of all kinds for the proper handling
of every kind of bank work, and the Kennedy workmanship bears a distinctiveness that makes it known
anywhere. In addition to his printing business, Mr.
Kennedy has interested himself in farming. He is the
owner of a handsome property of 440 acres, lying two
miles northeast of Fredonia, with modern buildings of
all kinds, including dairy barns and silos, and there
he has particularly interested himself in the breeding
of registered Holstein-Friesian cattle, of which he has
a magnificent herd.
For several years his activities
in the political field have made him one of the best
known democrats in Wilson County, and at this time
he is doing much for the success of his party as
chairman of the Democratic County Central Com-

mittee. He is well, prominently and popularly known
in fraternal circles, being a member of the Knights

of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen of America;
Cherryvale Lodge Ko. 929, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks; Constellation Lodge No. 95, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons; Kilwinning Chapter No.
44, Royal Arch Masons, and Ab-DelKader Commandery
Knights Templar, all of Fredonia and Mirza Temple,
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine,
of Pittsburg, Kansas. In addition to his farm, Mr.
Kennedy is the owner of his own home, at No. 310
North Seventh Street; and an office building on the
north side of the Square.
Mr. Kennedy was married in 1904, at Excelsior
Springs, Missouri, to Miss Bessie F. Wolever, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John H. W^olever, the latter a resident
of Fredonia.
Mr. Wolever, who was a veteran of the
Civil war, became a pioneer contractor of Fredonia,
where his death occurred. To Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy
two children have been born: Kenneth, November 25,
1905; and Conrad Max, August 13, 1907.
;

Jame.s

M.

C.waxess.

The

name Cavaness

be-

longs to both the pioneer and modern era of Kansas.
Anywhere in the southeastern part of the state the
name is most closely associated with the newspaper
business, and two generations are still active in that
work, James M. Cavaness and two of his sons, Herbert and Wilfrid, all of whom are connected in some
official capacity with the Chanute Tribune.
The origin of the Cavaness family was undoubteiUy in Ireland, but the first of the name came to
America in the colonial period and settled in North
Carolina.
Urban C. Cavaness, father of James M. Cavaness,
was born May 10, 1810, in Randolph County, North
Carolina.
He was reared and married in his na-

and his first child was born in Randolph
In 1834 he removed to Indiana ami was
County.
the pioneer shoemaker at Monrovia in that state.
Later he became a hotel ]iroprietor. In 1856 Urban
C. Cavaness arrived at Lawrence, Kansas.
Later
he moved to Baldwin, where he kept one of the
first houses of public entertainment in that college
town, and he also had a hack for the convevance
tive state,
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of mail and passengers. He was identified with tlie
movement to make Kansas a free state, and during
the war saw. some active service in helping to repel
Price's raid.
Though he was a democrat by inheriHe was a
tance he later became a republican.
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and of
the Masonic fraternity. His death occurred at Baldwin, Kansas, January 11, 1899, when nearly ninety
In November, 1832, he married Miss
years old.
Mary Amick, who was born in North Carolina in
1806 and died at Baldwin, Kansas, December 27,
were;
1898, at the age of ninety-two. Their children
Francis M., who died at the age of twenty-one; William F., who died when three years oW; Alpheus A.
in life, saw active
B., who was a carpenter early
service in the Union army during the Civil war,
and was severely wounded, and on account of this
injury subsequently conducted a book store at Baldwin, Kansas, where he died April 18, 1816; James
Sarah C., who lives at Baldwin, the widow of

M.;
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schools there, graduating from high school in
1S92, and for two years was a student in Baker UniIn 1895 he became connected with the Cheversity.
topa Advance under his father, and remained there
until 1899.
For the following two years he was with
the Columbus Courier, and in 1901 came to Cbanute
and is now treasurer and manager of the Chanute
lic

Tribune.
The Cliauute

Tribune was established April 8,
1892, by George M. Dewey. It has always been published as a republican paper, and is now both a
daily and weekly and has a large circulation and
influence over Neosho and surrounding counties. The
officers of the Tribune Company are: Herbert CavaWilfrid Cavaness, treasurer and
ness, president;
manager; George L. Barcus, vice president; and
Fletcher Maclary secretary.
The Tribune plant is
thoroughly equipped with all the modern machinery
for printing and typesetting, and it is a very successful newspa]>er. The plant and offices are located at

who was a carpenter and farmer;
at Kansas City, Missouri, in

14 North Lincoln Avenue, and Cavaness Brothers own

and her husband, E. E. Gaddis, also deceased,
was in the real estate business and also a weigher
in a packing house at Kansas City; Alvira, who

Wilfrid Cavaness is a republican, is affiliated with
Cedar Lodge No. 103, Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons, Cedar Chapter No. 21, Eoyal Arch Masons,
Cedar Commandery No. 44, Knights Templar, Mirza
Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Pittsburg, Fort Scott
Consistory No. 4 of the Scottish Rite, Chanute Lodge
No. 806, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
and also the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the
Modern Woodmen of America and the Commercial
Club. Mr. Cavaness is vice president of the People 's
Amusement Company of Chanute and has some interests in the oil fields in Kansas and Oklahoma.
In 1908 at St. Joseph, Missouri, he married Miss
Wynona L. Stewart, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J.
L. Stewart, who now resides at Chanute, where Mr.
Stewart is locomotive engineer on the Santa Fe Road.
Herbert Cavaness, president of the Tribune Company at Clianute, was born at Chetopa August 23,
1877-.
He was graduated from the CHietopa High
School in 1893, and took the full literary course in
Baker University, where he was graduated A. B. in
While in university he was a member of the
1899.
Kappa Sigma fraternity and the Athenian Literary
There was hardly a break between his cdlSociety.
lege career and his work as a newspaper man, which
he has followed with great enthusiasm and success.
In September, 1899, he went to work on the Chanute
Tribune, and gives practically all his time to his
office as president and editor. At the February, 1916,
meeting of the Kansas State Editorial Association,
he was elected president and on February 24, 1917,
was elected a member of the Topeka Press Club.
For eight years he served as postmaster at Chanute,
having been appointed in 1906 by President RooseHe is an
velt and re-appointed under President Taft.
active republican, a member of Cedar Lodge No. 103,
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons, Fort Scott Consistory No. 4 of the Scottish Rite, Chanute Chapter
No. 21, Royal Arch Masons, Chanute Commandery
No. 44 Knights Templar, and Mirza Temple of the
He also belongs to
Mystic Shrine at Pittsburg.
Hilda Parker Chapter No. 385 of the Eastern Star,
and Lodge No. 806 of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and C^lanute Lodge No. 96
Ancient Order of United Workmen. He is an active
member of the Chanute Commercial Club.
Mr. Cavaness was married to Miss Ora Allen, November 24, 1916, the only daughter of the late R. N.
Allen, one of the oldest residents of Chanute.

S.

L.

Clayton,

Mary C, who

died

1914,

died in infancy.
James M. Ca%-aness was born at Monrovia, Indiana, March 29, 1842, and was a boy of about fourIn 1866
teen when his parents came to Kansas.
he was a member of the first graduating class from
He received the degree A. B.
Baker University.
and spent the two succeeding years in work as
principal of schools at Butler, Missouri, and Paola,
Since the fall of 1869, when he entered
Kansas.
the Advance office at Chetopa, his work and interests have been constantly in the newspaper field.
He was connected with the Chetopa Advance for
thirty years, and twenty-five years as manager and
In 1899 he removed to Chanute and acquired
editor.
the Tribune, and is still helping to run that paper.
His political influence has always been given the
republican party. For nearly eleven years he served
as postmaster at Clietopa, and while in college served
as postmaster at Baldwin, having been appointed
He is a memto that office by President Lincoln.
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and was
formerly affiliated with the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias.
In 1873 at Garnett, Kansas, James M. Cavaness

married Mary I. Swallow, who was born in Ohio
Their children are: Ethel, wife of J.
1853.
Luther Taylor, who is an attorney and also in the

in

real

estate

and loan business

at

Kan-

Pittsburg,

Wilfrid and Herbert, both mentioned in succeeding paragraphs.
James M. Cavaness is a well-knOwn member of
the Kansas Authors Club of Topeka, and of the
His literary efforts
Quill Club of Kansas City.
have mainly been in the field of poetry. His brother,
the late A. A. B. Cavaness, was a graceful writer
of verse, and in 1896 he and James M. Cavaness
jiublished a book entitled "Poems by Two Brothers."
Later J. M. Cavaness published a book entitled
Jay
Hawker Juleps." This book is now in its third
of
his
Another product
edition.
pen is
Kythmic
Studies of the World," published in 1911, a secA.
B.
A.
Cavaness in 1906
ond volume in 1916.

sas;

'

'

' '

published "Rubaiyat of Hope."
Wilfrid Cavaness, who has been a Kansas newspaper man for over twenty years, was born at
Chetopa November 24, 1875. He attended the pub-

the building.
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James M. Kennedy, who has lived iu Kansas since
I8Gy, was lormerly a teacuer, but since ISyO has been
au active lueiubor of the i'redonia bar.
Ho was boru uear the City of i'oud du IjEc, WisHis father, Palrieli
consin, November 11, Itiji.
Kennedy, was boru in ls;j2 iu County Tipperary,
Ireland, came when a young uumarned man to tue
United States, first locating on a farju near Indianand subsequently removing to Wisconsin, where he was a farmer near Fond du Lac.
Just prior to the Civil war lie returned to Indianapolis.
In 18G1 lie enlisted in tlie Kighth Kegiinent,
apolis, Indiana,

Illinois

Volunteer Infantry, Colonel (Jglesby

's

regi-

His service as a Union soldier continued tor
He fought at bhiloh.
three years and eight mouths.
Lookout Mountain, and all the battles fought by
the army of Ueueral Grant in the West. Alter his
honorable discharge from the ranks he returned to
Hancock County, Indiana, bougiit a farm, but in
IStiy came to tne newer west and took up a claim
ment.

of

160

acres,

twelve

miles

east

of

Fredouia,

in

Wilson County. This land, which he acquired in its
virgin state, he developed by many years of labor
into a valuable property, and it is now owned by his
daughter, Mary, in iyu2 he left the farm and lived
in I'redonia until his death iu 1912.
Though a
republican, a warm admiration tor William Jennings Bryan caused him to support that Nebraskan
for the presidency.
He was also affiliated with the
Grand Army of the Kepublic. His wife, Alice Moore,
was boru in County Tipperary, Ireland, in 1S33,
and died on the Wilson County farm in 1890. There
were four children:
John L., who was appointed
by President McKinley to membership on the Industrial Commission and is now a printer in Washington, D. C. ; Mary, who owns the old homestead
iu Wilson County and other real estate at Frodonia
where she makes her home; James M.; and William
T., a rancher at Colorado Springs, Colorado, and
for several years a member of the Hoard of County
Commissioners of EI Paso County.
James M. Kennedy received most of his early
training in the public schools of Indiana, and for
two years was a student in the rui;»l schools of
Wilson County.
At the age of fourteen he began
working out among the farmers of his locality and
earned his living in that way until he was twenty.
He had improved his leisure time by the study of
He
books, and thus qualified himself as a teacher.
taught iu the country schools of Wilson County
twelve years, became superintendent of schools at
Fredonia, for four years, and established almost a
record by eight years of teaching in the Teachers

Summer Normal School
He gave up teaching

of the county.
to enter the farm loan busi-

ness at Fredonia.
His earliest ambition had been
for a career as a lawyer.
As he had qualified himself for teaching by study while a farm hand, so
also he pursued his studies of the law in the intervals
of
otlier
these
occupations,
completing
studies with S. S. Kirkpatrick at Fredonia.
In
1890 he was admitted to the bar and for over a
quarter of a century has handled a civil and criminal practice at Fredonia.
Long experience, sound
knowledge and hard work have given him an undoubted place of leadership in the Wilson County
bar.
His offices are in the Kennedy Building, on
the west side of the square.
He is independent in
politics, has never been a seeker for office, although
for two terms he served as county attorney.
Mr.
Kennedy owns the office building above mentioned,
also hia home at .321 Eighth Street, another businesa
building on the west side of the square, and 200

acres of farming laud south of the city.
Mr. Kennedy is jiresident of the Excelsior Brick Company,
the largest brick manufacturing plant west of the
Other associates in that busiMississippi Kiver.
ness are Dr. A. C. Flack, S. J. Hess, J. U. LingenW. B.
felter, Mrs. W. B. Hess, and W. B. Kennedy.
Kennedy is a son of Mr. Kennedy and is also a
lawyer, being a partner in the law firm of Kennedy &
Kennedy. Aside from the organizations of his profession Mr. Kennedy belongs only to Constellation
95, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.
In 1882, at Fredonia, he married Mrs. Elizabeth
(Stivers) Jordan, daughter of Hon. William and
Matilda (Young) Stivers, both deceased.
Judge
Slivers was auditor of Tipton County, Indiana, for
eight years and for twelve years was judge of the
Probate Court of Wilson County, Kansas. Mr. and
Mrs. Kennedy have three children.
William B., a
graduate of the Fredonia High School and of the
University of Kansas with the degree of Bachelor
of Laws, is now in active practice at Fredonia; he
married Edith Van Duser of Fredonia and their
three children are: Hugh, born July 18, 1913, and
James Randall and Gilbert, twins, born February
25, 1916.
Max, a graduate of the Fredouia High

Lodge No.

School, is now sole proprietor of the Kennedy Printing Company of Fredonia; he married Bessie P.
Wolever of Fredonia and has two children: Kenneth,

born

November

25,

1905;

and Conrad Max, born

1907.
Madge, the youngest cliild, is a
graduate of the high school and of the University
of Kansas and is the wife of Frederick Cambern,
cashier ot the State Bank of Fredonia.
They have
one daughter, Elizabeth, born February 18, 1911.

August

13,

Pbof. George A. Gemmell. It is doubtful if there
any other profession which demands so much
judgment, tact, sjiccialized knowledge, patient and
is

natural executive ability as that of the educator, and
the individual selecting it as his calling must be
prepared to make many personal sacrifices, to endure many disappointments, to often spend himself for others without apparent gratitude in return,
and to give the best years of his life without the
material emoluments that equal effoit would surely
It is a profession
Iiriug in any other profession.
for which there is no established table of weights
and measures, but it is one which affords tlie man
who would serve the race an opportunity than which
Of the educators of Kansas
there are none greater.
who are engaged in a good and helpful work, one
who has not allowed himself to be tied down by
old methods or ancient dogmas is Prof. George A.
Gemmell, principal of the Crawford County High
Mr. Gemmell has made teacnSchool, at Cherokee.

ing his life work, and in going beyond prescribed
limits has shown himself one who is an educator in
the best sense and whose practical instruction will
be of lasting benefit to those who come under his
charge.
George A. Gemmell w.as born July 29, 1882, in
Crawford County, K.ansas, and is a son of A. J. C.

His grandfather,
(Clay) Gemmell.
Gemmell, was born near the City of
Glasgow, Scotland, and in 1855, with his wife and

and Cora
Alexander

eldest

I.

chilli,

made

the

trip

across

the

Atlantic

to

America, loc^iting first for a short time in Canada,
and then going to Illinois. For a number of years
he was engaged in agricultural pursuits near Centralia, that state, but in 1882 came to Kansas and
located in Crawford County, one mile south of Girard,
to which city he removed at the time of his retireNot long thereafter his death occurred, in
ment.
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when he was eighty-three years of age. Mr.
Gemmell was a sturdy Scotch farmer, who combined
1910,

character all the sterling qualities of his
new community an inrace, and who took to each
He was
liuence for industry and good citizenship.
married in his native land to Sarah Anderson, wuo
was born in 18;>1, also near Glasgow, and they became the parents of the following children: John,
who was for many years engaged in farming in
Crawford County, but now a retired and well-to-do
resident of Pomona, California, whence he went for
the health of his family; A. J. C; Alex, who is the

in

hia

owner of a fruit ranch at Claremont, California;
CuthbertMargaret, who is the wife of Alexander
miles southwest of
son, and lives on a farm seven
and
Girard; William, who was engaged in farming
died in August, 1916, in the State of Washington;
and
Sarah, who is the wife of Albert Cuthbertson
lives on a farm 51/2 miles southwest of Girard; Mary,
who married J. T. Lindsay, a retired farmer of Emwho resides at Girard;
poria, Kansas; Miss Martha,
and Nellie, who is the wife of Charles Thompson
and lives six miles north of McCuue, on a farm.
A. J. C. Gemmell was born September 1, 1855, in
Canada, not long after his parents arrival in America,
and was still an infant when brought to the United
manhood being
States, his boyhood, youth and early
was reared on a farm
passed in Illinois, where he
and educated in the public schools. He was married
in that state and engaged in farming until 1880,
when he came to Ci-awford County, Kansas, and
here has since continued to be engaged in general
farming and stock raising, owning a valuable tract
He is one of
of land eight miles north of MeC\me.
the substantial men of his community, is known
as a practical and thorough agriculturist, and has
served as census enumerator and township clerk. He
is active in the work of the Presbyterian Church,
and is now serving in the capacity of elder. Politicand candidates.
ally he supports republican policies
Mr. Gemmell was married in Illinois to Miss Cora
I.
Clay, who was born in that state, August 21,
four chil1861, and to them there have been born
dren: George A.; Alvin J.; who was a homesteader
at Holly, Colorado, and died there at the age of
twenty years; William, who served for five years
in the United States army, and is now a farmer in
Crawford County; and Ralph, who is carrying on
in Crawford
operations on the old homestead place
'

County.

A. Gemmell was reared on his father's
which he resided until he was twenty-one
age, in the meantime securing a good
in the district schools of Crawford County
and the State Normal School, at Emporia, which
This was later supplehe attended for one year.
mented by attendance at the State Manual Training
Normal School, where he was a student for four
he received a teacher 's
years, all told, and from which

George
farm, on
years of
education

time of his graduation, in 1913.
had entered upon his career
as an educator, having taught in the district schools
of the county for six years, and in 1905 was appointed
of
county superintendent of schools by the board
county commissioners, an office in which he served
for five years. Following this he was made principal
of schools of Arcadia, where he remained one year,
and in 1912 came to Cherokee to become teacher of
science and mathematics in the Crawford County
High School. After three years in this chair, in
He
1915, Professor Gemmell was made principal.
now has ten teachers and 220 pupils in his charge.

life certificate at the

Long before

Vol.
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he
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to the fact that his pupils

come principally

Mr. Gemmell

is carrying out
a plan which he firmly believes is just as important
an item in their education as that which trains them
In accordance with this project,
in book knowledge.
he has induced the school to buy a ten-acre tract of
land, a team of pure-bred Percheron mares, a purebred .Jersey cow, four registered pigs, a wagon, harness, implements, etc., and has established a miniature farm, on which the boys of the school connected
with the woodworking department recently erected
a barn. Here, largely under the supervision of the
Manhattan State Agricultural College, the boys are
trained in agricultural work, not merely through
propaganda, but through actual participation in the
occupations which make up the daily routine of farm
life.
The newest methods are taught and the use
of improved machinery is shown, and, in as far as
in every
possible, the youths are taught to be skilled
department that makes for successful farming and
stock breeding. This is a worthy object, and, as its
author. Professor Gemmell deserves the gratitude of
the agriculturists and of the people at large.
Professor Gemmell is a member of the Kansas
State Teachers' Association, the Crawford County
Teachers' Association and the Southeastern TeachHe began voting the republican
ers' Association.
ticket at the age of twenty-one years, at which time
he was elected as a member of the board of township
With his family, he belongs to the Methotrustees.

from farming

districts,

Episcopal Church, and his fraternal affiliation
with the Girard Lodge of the Knights of Pythias,

dist
is

and McCune Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons.
In 1906, in Crawford County, Professor Gemmell
was married to Miss Mary V. Smith, daughter of
.John W. and Nannie (Meek) Smith, who reside on
To this
their farm five miles southwest of Girard.
union there has come one son, Lee, born October 8,
1910.

Alexander C. Flack, M. D. Thirty-one years of
practice at Fredonia entitles Dr. Alexander C. Flack
to recognition as the second oldest physician and
surgeon of the city, whence he came in 1885 shortly
He has since been one
after receiving his diploma.
of the reliable members of the medical fraternity
here and a citizen who has done his share in aiding in
the city 's progress and prosperity. Doctor Flack is a
native of the Buckeye state, born at East Liberty,
Logan County, Ohio, May 2, 1858, a son of Thomas
H. and Agnes (Bell) Flack.
Hugh Flack, the grandfather of Doctor Flack, was
born at Bailieborough, County Cavan, Ireland, and was
a grandson of people on the paternal side who were
born in Scotland. His mother, Christine Linster, was
born in Ireland of Scotch descent. Hugh Flack passed
his entire life as a farmer and never left the shores of
He
his native Erin, passing away in County Cavan.
was the father of twin sons Thomas H. and Patrick,
the latter of whom died near East Liberty, Ohio, after
a career passed in agricultural pursuits. "Walter Bell,
the maternal grandfather of Doctor Flack, was born in
Ireland, but his parents came from England, while his
wife, who bore the maiden name of Nancy Parker,
was born in Ireland, but of Scotch parentage.
Thomas H. Flack was born at Bailieborough, County
Cavan, Ireland, in 1818, and was twenty-two years
of age when he emigrated to the Ignited States. He
first located in New York City, where he sscured
employment in a wholesale house, and worked therein
for four years and four months. In his native land
:

;
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had been reared on a farm, and lie linally answered
the call of the soil, going to East Lihorty, Ohio, where
he settled on a farm. On that |iro;icrty he continued
to be engaged in operations during the remainder of
his life, and died in 191L', at the remarkable age of
He was a good citizen and an
ninety-four years.
honorable man of business and won the respect and
esteem of tliose with whom he came into contact. In
his political views he was a itomocrat, but politics
played only a small )iart Iti his life, and he never
sought personal preferment at the hands of his party
His religious faith was that
or of his fellow-citizens.
of the Presbyterian Church, and he lived his faith
lie

Mr. Flack married Miss Agnes Bell, who was
born Februarv 10, 1827, near the Town of Bailieborough, and "died at East Liberty in 1909. They
liecame the parents of the following children: Walter,
born .Tune 2, 1849, who died in iiifiuicy in New York
City; William Henry, born .luue 11, 1851, who was a
prosperous retireil farmer and schoolteacher of East
Liberty, Ohio, until his death October 19, 1916;
Thomas, born .lune l."), 18,');^, who died at the age of
twelve years; Tillie .Jane, born December -9, 18o5, who
is the wife of J. R. Lynch, of Muncic, Indiana, a
machinist and specialist in the work of making S]>eeial
of
|iarts in an automobile factory; Dr. Alexander ('.,
this notice; Liila, born October
ISfil, who died
August 16, 1866; Lillie Fay, l>orn December 14, 186:i,
who married Oscar Alexander, a farmer, and resides in
one of the most beautiful and modern homes in the
country, at Bellefontaine, Ohio; Dr. Orra M., born .lune
24, 1886, a graduate of the Medical College of Ohio,
and now a successful practicing
at
('incinnati,
phvsician and surgeon of Boswell, Indiana; anil Anna
Belle, born D<'cember 7, 1868, who is the wife of
Pearl ,1. Humphreys, a lumber merchant and farmer
of East Liberty, Ohio.
Alexander ('. Flack received his early education
in the rural schools near East Liberty, Ohio, and subsequently attended the National Normal University at
Lebanon, Ohio, from which he was graduated with the
degree of Bachelor of Science in 1881. In the meantime he had taught school for three years in the
country and two years at Copley, Ohio, where he was
princi]ial of schools, and during this time also studied
medicine whenever he could get the leisure. Doctor
Flack pursued his medical studies at the Medical
College of Ohio, at Cincinnati, from which he was
graduated in 1883, with the degree of Doctor of
Medicine, and almost immediately thereafter came to
Fredonia, where he has continued in a general medical
daily.

.'i,

and surgical practice.

In point of jiractice he is the
now living at Freilonia.
Doctor Flack maintains well ai)liointed oflices at No.
.520 Madison Street, where he has a large and compre-

secoml

oldest

]ihysician

hensive medical library and all instruments and appliances for the j)ractice of his calling. In addition to
his own modern residence, at No. SC! Eighth Street,
he o\vns 226 acres of fine land on the Verdigris River

bottoms in Wilson County.
Doctor Flack is local surgeon for the Atchison,
He belongs to the
Tojieka & Santa Fe Railroad.
Wilson County Medical Society, the Kansas State
Medical Society and the American Medical Association,
and is a respecter of the highest ethics of his profession, among the members of which he bears an
A democrat in politics, he has
excellent reputation.
long taken an active part in civic matters, but is ajit
He
to maintain an independent stand in local affairs.
is a member of the school board of Fredonia, and has
been for some years, was formerly a member of the
city council, and on one occasion was candidate for

the otEce of mayor.
Aside from his profession, he
has a number of interests, being vice president and a
director of the Citizens State Bank, of which he was
formerly president for 1% years; a stockholder in the
Fredonia Portland Cement Company; and treasurer,
a director, and one of the stockholders of the Excelsior
Brick Company, one of the largest concerns of its
kind ill Kansas, which is manufacturing 27,000,000
brick .•innually.
He has been identified with many
movements that have added to Fredonia 's prestige as
one of the thriving and growing cities of southeastern

Kansas.
Doctor Flack was married first in 1886 to Miss
Hattie .1. Wells, who died November 18, 1890. The
doctor w.is again married, in the fall of 1892, to Anna
Herron, who is also deceased. In 1914 he married his
She was for a
lirescnt wife, who was Lena M. Koch.
number of years a teacher in the Fredonia public
Doctor Flack has three children:
schools.
Mary
Agnes, who is the wife of Mark O. Wiley, cashier of
the Citizens State Bank of Fredonia; Wilma, who
took two years of study at Emporia College and now
is a junior at the ITniversity of Michigan, Ann Arbor;
and Herron, who is a member of the senior class at the
Fredonia High School.

W.\RXER E. WiLLl.\.M.s. While now one of the great
trunk railway systems of the country, the Missouri.
Kan.sas & Texas Railroad was largely developed as a
Kansas corporation. The main offices of the company at Kansas are at Parsons, where 2,200 of its
The different lines of the road
employes reside.
converge and diverge from that jioint in six directions: To Hannibal and St. Louis, Missouri; to Kansas

('ity,

to

Missouri;

.loplin. Missouri, to

.lunction

City,

Kansas:

to

Denison, Texas; and to Oklahoma

Oklahoma.
For several years the general manager of the system with head(iuarters at Parsons was Warner E. Williams, who has recently been transferred to Dallas,
Texas, where he began his career ;is a railroad man
and where he is now general man:iger of the Missouri,
Kansas & Texas Railway of Texas.
Mr. Williams was born at Houston, Texas, May
29, 1864, attended the public schools at Houston, and
He
as a lioy worked as a messenger in a law office.
was similarly employed in a wholesale grocery house
at Houston, but in 1881 at the age of seventeen he
became check clerk at the freight house of the International and (jieat Northern Railroad at Taylor,
Texas. During his thirty-five years of experience he
City,

has been steadily jiromoted in the scale of responsi.\t
Palestine, Texas, he was roadmaster's
bility.
clerk, filled other places in the transportation oflice,

was chief clerk

in

the superintendent

's

office,

secre-

to the general manager ;iiid secretary of the
He was then jiromoted to
receivers' department.
purchasing agent and general store keeper, but in
1897 he left the International & Cireat Northern and
became chief clerk to the general sujierintendent of
the Missouri, Kansas & Texas at Dallas. He was pro-

tary

to car accountant and in 1901 was transferred
In 1902 he
Greenville, Texas, as trainmaster.
became s'uperintendent at Greenville and in 190.')
He was subsuperintenilent at Denison, Texas.
se(|uently assigned as su|ierintendent at Sedalia, Missouri, and at St. Louis, but in 1911 was made general
superintendent of the Missouri, Kansas and Texiis
Railway and in 1912 located at Par.sons. Mr. Williams was a resident of Parsons for several years and

moted
to

in

February,

191.'),

was made general manager, a post
when he returned to Dallas.

he held until recentlv
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Thomas Gray

is

one of the largest stock raisers in

His fortunes have been identified witli
this state since early manhood, and though he had to
start out with only an ordinary equipment of training
and capital, he has made prosperity by sheer force of
ability and constant exercise of good judgment and
hard work.
He was born on a farm at Crows Hill, New York,
March 9, 1854.
Of the eight children born to
Joshua and Elizabeth (Foxley) Gray he is the only
His parents were English people
one now living.
and on account of the crowded conditions socially
and economically in that country they emigrated to
From New York they came west
the New World.
to Illinois, in the early '.50s, and spent about twenty
Then on account of ill
years in Coles County.
liealth they traded their farm for one in Osage
Tliis Kansas farm contained 160
County, Kansas.
acres and Joshua Gray devoted the rest of his life
to general farming and stock raising.
While in England he had learned the trade of stone mason and
He had only such education as was given
jilasterer.

Osage County.

in the early part of the last
possessed very keen business judgment,
and in every community where he resided enjoyed
After becoming a naturalized
the highest respect.
American he voted the republican ticket but was
not interested in the holding of office.
He was a
member of the United Brethren Church.
Joshua
Gray died in February and his wife in December of
1889.
in

English

century.

schools

He

His parents removing

to

Thomas Gray spent

fancy,

Illinois

his

during his

early

life

in

in-

that

attended the local schools and was about grown
removed to Kansas.
On January l.'t, 1881, he married Olive J. Lamond.
Mrs. Gray was born February 17, 1856, in Putnam County, Ohio, on a farm, a daughter of Henry
Nelson and Sarali Ann (Kendall) Lamond.
Her
parents were both natives of Ohio, and in 1868 they
brought their family from Ohio to Kansas, making
the entire journey with wagons and teams, and beMr. Lamond died in
ing five weeks on' the road.
1900 and his wife in 1899.
After his marriage Mr. Gray lived with his parents and rented a farm, and he then bought 120
state,

when

his parents

He proceeded rapidly and energetically in
development of that land, from time to time
increased his holdings until he now owns and
operates 400 acres in Sections 5, 6 and 7 of Valley
Brook Township, Osage County. He has made special success in the raising of stock, and he specializes in the Poland China hogs and Shorthorn cattle^
When he and his wife began housekeeping they lived
in a small two-room house.
A visible evidence of
their prosperity is found in their fine modern home,
with a comjilete light, heating and water plant and
acres.

the
has

with

all

the conveniences.

Mr. and Mrs. Gray had born to them six children:
William J., who died in 190.'!; Thomas R.; Henry
and George C, who died
G.; Dean L.; Albert W.
;

in 1900.

Mr.

republican in politics, has given
his own children good educational advantages and
has done much in his community towards the building of churches and the establishment of good schools.
He favors prohibition, and wherever possible has
exerted his influence in behalf of good roads.
Fraternally he is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias.
Mr. Gray's brother John enlisted for service in the
Union army, but was soon afterwards taken sick
and died in a hospital.

Gray

is

a
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Bobbie J. Dunning. Some men in the course of
their careers gain wealth, others
high public position,
but probably the greatest good fortune that comes to
any one

is a wealth of esteem and true-hearted
friendship such as surrounded the late Bobbie J. Dunning
of Kansas City, Kansas.
He was one of the widest
known Masons in the state, and had
pre-eminently
the faculty of making and retaining friends.
He
was liy no means unsuccessful in business, and started in a small way, and though still a
young man
at the time of his death, he built
uji one of the most
stores
in
Kansas
complete jewelry
City, Kansas.
His lite was a continuation of the careers of
families
in
this
section
of
the state.
pioneer
Mr.

Dunning was born

in Kansas City, Kansas, November
1868, and died there February 2, 1911, at the
He was one
ii)m]iaratively early age of forty-three.
of the tliree children of Robert and .\lvira (Bebee)
Dunning, the former a native of I'lulaihdphia and
the latter of (.Council Bluffs, Iowa,
.\lvira Bebee was
a granddaughter' of one of the first white men to
come into tlie Indian reservations of the West, being
sent hy the Government long before white settlers
had chosen the country west of the Missouri River
as homes.
Robert Dunning was a painter and deeorator by trade, and coming west at an early age
lived for a time at Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he
uiarrieil and in 1854 he brought his family to Kansas, locating at Old Wyandotte.
He was one of the

29,

in what is now Kansas City, Kansas, and
for many years was employed as an interior decorator and also as a builder.
He founded and built
the old Dunning Opera House, the first theater in
either Kansas City, Kansas, or Kansas Cit}', Missouri.
It was located at the corner of Fourth and
State streets and was a famous show place in its
time.
It was the first place in Kansas City, Kansas,
Pracused to hold city and county conventions.
tically every leading troupe or theatrical played in
the house, and those who can look back in their
careers fifty or sixty years have many interesting
Robert Dunning
recollections of the old play house.
operated this house until his death, about 1891. He
was ]>roininent in the Masonic Order ami gave his time
nn<l nieans liberally for the good of the community,
llis wife was well known socially and active in the
Congregational Church. Robert Dunning was a republican without political aspirations, and became a very

jiioneers

successful man, though he hail begun life with very
little school education.
B. .1. Dunning grew uji in Kansas City, Kansas,
attended the jniblic schools and was a graduate of
lie was still a boy when he
the Palmer's Academy,
entered the jewelry store established Ijy his brother
Edwin, and learned the trade of jeweler. At the age
of eighteen he was active in business and gi'adually
He was one of the first
liuilt
up a large trade.
opticians in Kansas City, and the practice of that
At the
profession was a large factor in>his success.
time of his death he had one of the largest stores
in Kansas City, Kansas, and also owned considerable

Public spirit went hand in hand with
real estate.
business success, and he was ever ready to give time
and thought lo the consideration of a movement for
the general lienefit, and found the greatest delight in
He was also
aiding and working with his friends.
a factor in democratic politics and was at various
for
mentioned
times
public office, though he steadfastly refused to consider any such proffers.
On November 28, 1889, Mr. Dunning married Miss

Minnie Banbury, who was born at Ingersoll, Prov-

Her parents, Charles and
ince of Ontario, Canada.
Almira (Waggoner) BaJibury, were natives, respect-
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England and Canada. Jesse F. Woodward,
a grandfather of Mrs. Banbury, was a private in
the War of 1812, serving throughout that struggle
and being given a grant of land for his services in
Wisconsin. His father, Caleb Woodward, was a RevoThe
lutionary soldier and captain of a company.
Waggoner family originated in Germany, and in comwere pasing to America the ship on which they
sengers was captured by pirates and they were held
The Waggoners came
for some time as prisoners.
west from New York.
The late B. J. Dunning attended worship in the
He found the best expresCongregational Church.
sion of his social spirit through the Masonic Order.
He was a member of Wyandotte Lodge No. 272,
Free and Accepted Masons, but was
Ancient,
He
Rite bodies.
especially active in the Scottish
was secretary of the building committee and one of
the organizers of the Masonic Temple of Kansas
of his important servCity, Kansas, and on account
ices was given the supreme honorary thirty-third
degree in the Scottish Rite. He was also a member
of the Abdallah Temrle of the Mystic Shrine at
Leavenworth and was frequently a delegate to national
Both he and his wife are members of
conventions.
Mrs. Dunning since her husthe Eastern Star.
band 's death has shown great capability in the management of the business, in which she is actively
assisted by Mr. Dunning 's brother Edwin. Mrs. Dunning is an active member of the Presbyterian Church.
She has one son, Robert, who is now a student in
jvely, of

the

'

Kansas City (Kansas) High School.

Walter CnARLES Isern, a young and progressive
business man of Kansas, is the responsible head of
Mr. Isern
the chief mercantile enterprise of Alden.
grew up in the atmosphere of a store and has developed his talents for business by careful and painstaking work since he left school.
Mr. Isern was born at EUinwood, Kansas, October
He is of German ancestry. His grand18, 1887.
father, Frederick Isern, came from Germany more
than seventy years ago, after serving his time in
the regular German army. He located at New Bremen,
Ohio, where he was a farmer and carpenter until
his death.

Adolph Isern, father of the Alden merchant, was
He grew up
born at New Bremen, Ohio, in 1845.
and married there and spent his active career as a
farmer.
Coming to Kansas in 1878, he located at
EUinwood, where he was prosperously engaged in
the management of a farm until his death in 1897.
He was a democrat of the old school and an active
member of the Lutheran Church. Adolph Isern marShe was born in Germany,
ried Minnie Nordman.
near Bremen, in 1855 and is still living at Ellinwood.
They had three children: Alvin, a farmer
at EUinwood; Alfred, also a farmer in that vicinity;

and Walter C.
Walter C. Isern acquired his education chiefly at
EUinwood, leaving the high school there at the age

Alden and the only department store. Mr.
both a stockholder and director in the company besides being manager of the business at Alden.
Politically he is a democrat and has served as
He is
clerk of VaUey Township in Rice Countj-.
an active member and a steward in the Methodist
Episcopal Church.
In March, 1911, at Aledo, Illinois, Mr. Isern married Phoebe Scaunell, daughter of John and Mary
Her mother is deceased and
(Diirniug) Scannell.
Mr. and
her fatlicr is a retired resident of Aledo.
Mrs. Isern have one child, Mary Gretchen, born April

store in

Isern

.'3,

is

1916.

William C. Suttle. Under modern conditions the
water works of any thriving and prosperous community
is one of the most important branches of the civic
and its management requires abilities far
beyond the ordinary. Fredonia boasts of one of the
best water systems in Southeastern Kansas, and much
service,

the credit for the present excellent conditions
existing in this enterprising city is due to the capable
and experienced work of the superintendent of the
water works, William C. Suttle, who has been connected with this department for about eleven years and
has been in his present position since 1913.
Mr. Suttle is a native son of Kansas, and was born
on a farm in Johnson County, July 27, 1870, his
parents being Benjamin O. and Abigail (Hazelett)
Suttle.
The famUy is of English origin and has
resided in America since colonial days when the
Benjamin O.
original emigrant located in Virginia.
Suttle was born in 1821, in Virginia, and was reared
and educated in the Old Dominion state, from whence
he went to Kentucky as a young man and engaged in
farming in the vicinity of Franklin. He was married
in that state and in 1870 migrated to Kansas, settling
in Johnson County, where he farmed for two years.
He then changed his residence to Coffey County,
settled on a farm, and continued to be engaged in
He
agricultural pursuits until his death in 1881.
supported the republican ticket as a voter, and was a
strong member of the Baptist Church, in which he
served as a deacon. Mr. Suttle was married to Miss
Abigail Hazelett, in Kentucky, in which state she
was born in 1832. She died at Fredonia, Kansas, in
1913, having been the mother of four children, as
follows:
Katherine, who is the wife of Charles Best
and resides in Kentucky; Maggie, who is the widow
of John Adair, a farmer, and lives at Pasadena,
California; R. M., who is engaged in farming and
makes his home at San Diego, California; and Wil-

of

liam C.

WiUiam C. Suttle received his education in the
rural schools of Coffey County and at the Burlington
(Kansas) High School, from which he was graduated
He then gave his attention to the machinist 'a
in 1889.
trade, for which he early showed a predilection, and
worked in that capacity with railroads and mills until
works
1899, when he entered the employ of the water

Company.

department of Arkansas City, Kansas. After 2%
years he went to Great Bend, Kansas, where he worked
"in a similar capacity, and in 1905 came to Fredonia.
Entering the water works in a minor position he

tion,

steadily

ment business, occupying floor space seventy-five by
The store is on Main Street, and
seventy-five feet.
the patronage comes from all the surrounding coun-

excellent official, careful, energetic and capable, and
under his management the department is gi\-ing the
He maintains offices
city very satisfactory service.
The City of Fredonia has
in 'the City Hall Building.
a gravity water plant, with a reservoir of 2,500,000

After a course in the business college
of sixteen.
at Salina during 1904 he became clerk in the store
at EUinwood of the Stephan & Isern Mercantile
This is a large and prosperous organizaIn
with stores both at EUinwood and Alden.
April, 1914, Mr. Isern came to Alden as manager
of the store, which is a completely stocked depart-

try

for a radius of twelve miles.

It is the largest

worked his way up to the superintendency, to
which he was appointed in 1913. He has proven an
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gallons capacity, and sixty-five pounds
can be attained if
pressure, and a" direct pressure
for use during a
necessary, although this is reserved
The plant has steam, water and
serious conflagration.
is equipped with the most modern
electric

power,

machinery throughout, and secured

its

water from

Fall Eiver.
Mr. Suttle

He belongs to the
is a republican.
Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he is a steward,
and is fraternally affiliated with Constellation Lodge
No. 18, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, of
in a furniture
Ottawa, Kansas. He is a stockholder
he also owns a
factory at Ottawa, Kansas, where
business block, and has his own residence at No. 112
South Seventh Street, Fredonia. His career has been
a successful one, and the position which he occupies
has been gained solely through his own effort and
abUity.

Mr. Suttle was married in 1888, at Burlington,
late
Kansas, to Miss Josie Baldwin, a daughter of the
James M. and Hannah (Baldwin) Baldwin, who were
Mr.
farming people of the vicinity of Burlington.
and Mrs. Suttle have no children.
Rev. Peteb Welling, O. F. M., has for many years
been a constructive factor in the upbuilding of the
Catholic Church and its institutions in Kansas, and
his name and career are especially associated with the
town of Olpe in Lyon County, where he is pastor of

The first Catholic
Catholic Church.
services in that locality were held about 188-1, when
the mission was attended by priests from Emporia.
The fine new modern church, situated in the northeastern part of the village on Main Street, was
erected in 1910 during the pastorate of Father WelIt has seating capacity for 700, and
ling, 0. F. M.
the church edifice is one of a group of buildings comthe parochial school and
prising also the parsonage,
The parochial school has an
the Sister's residence.
enrollment of 135 scholars. In thirty years the parish
St.

Joseph's

has grown from small beginnings and has especially
's direction, and it
prospered under Father Welling
The parish extends from
is still vigorously growing.
eleven miles
Olpe to one-half the distance to Emporia,
one-half the disaway, its southern boundary is to
tance to Eagle Creek, five mUes, while it extends

indefinite distance to the east and west.
Father Peter Welling is a member of the FrancisHe was born at Oldenburg, Indiana,
can Order.
of
May 11, 1857, and attended the parochial schools
Cincinnati and the preparatory college of St. Fran-

an

cis in

that city, 'and finished his courses in theology

and philosophy at St. Boniface Seminary in LouisHe was then
in December, 1885.
ville, Kentucky,
ordained a priest, and his first charge was at Lahe visited the
fayette, Indiana, from which point
missions at Reynolds, Frankfort and Medaryville for
two and a half years. Then he was stationed at
visited the misStreeter, Illinois, for two years, and
sions of Benson and Washington. Then followed pastorates at Havelock, Nebraska,, two years; Calumet,
and three
Michigan, in the copper regions, six years,
He was then
years at Mount Airy, Cincinnati.
stationed at St. Bernard, Cincinnati, where he
attended the city infirmary, Longview, and the county
was pastor of
infirmary. From 1903 Father Welling
the Holy Family Church in Leads, Missouri, for three
a year and a half at Osyears, then was stationed
had full charge of St.
ceola, and since 1909 has
Joseph's Church at Olpe.
His father was Henry Welling, who was born in
1805 in Linge, Germany. He came to America when
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a young man, was a general workman, and lived in
Cincinnati for some years, where he married. About
1854 he removed to Oldenburg, Indiana, and later to
Hamburg, Indiana, where he died in 1885. He was
a democrat and a member of the Catholic Church.
Before leaving Germany he served as a soldier in the
army. He married Catherine Nieman, who was born
in 1816 at Dinklage, Germany, came to Cincinnati
when a young girl, and died at Hamburg, Indiana, in.
1897.
Her four children were: Vincent, who was a
teacher and died in Hamburg, Indiana, at the age
of fifty-six; Josephine, who died in Dayton, Kentucky, "in 1902, as the wife of Joseph Kuhling, who
also

is

deceased;

Carrie,

who

lives

at

Hamburg,

Indiana; and Father Peter Welling.

William S. Tyner was one of the early settlers
of Kansas, though he lived in the state only a few
years, but founded a family which has become especially well known and prominent in Osage County.
The Tyners were an old and prominent family of
WUliam S. Tyner was one of seven sons
Indiana.
and was born on a farm in Rush County, Indiana,
His parents were John and
September 20, 1820.
Nancy (Sailors) Tyner, both Indiana people. William S. Tyner was a consin of James N. Tyner,
who served as postmaster-general under President
Hayes.

The early education of William S. Tyner was acquired in the district school of Rush County. When
he was nineteen years of age his family removed to
Wabash County in that state. In 1842 William
Six
Hyner married Mary Washburn of Indiana.
children were born to their union: Milton, deceased;
Helen, Mrs. Hiza Wilson of Michigan Valley, Kansas; Jonas of California; Willis H. of Lyndon;
Arminda, who lives on the old homestead in Indiana;
Edgar, deceased; and Melvin of Arcadia, Tennessee.

The Indiana home

of William S. Tyner for

many

There he and his wife
years was a 160-acre farm.
In 1869 he followed two of
reared their family.
his older sons, Milton and Jonas, to Kansas, located
on a farm of a quarter section in Douglas County.
In Douglas County he became prominent as a citizen
and did much to build up that country in the years
following the war. He was very active on the farm
and in community affairs until the death of his wife
in 1884.
He then returned to Wabash, Indiana,

and lived retired until his death. William S. Tyner
was always favorably impressed and an enthusiastic advocate of the advantages and opportunities of
This was true despite
the great State of Kansas.
the fact that he had weathered the storms and vicisHe endured the
situdes of early Kansas farming.
troubles of the grasshopper year, the drought, and
practically all the other hardships which the people
of that time had to endure. Though a loyal republican, William S. Tyner was no politician and never
He was an active member of the
held an office.
Grange and both he and his wife were devout Baptists and active in church work.
During his residence in Kansas he identified himself with the upbuilding of schools and churches and lent a helping
hand to everything for community good.
Willis H. Tyner, a son of this old time settler,
is one of the foremost citizens of Lyndon in Osage
County. He was born on a farm near Wabash, InHe attended school there
diana, January 14, 1852.
and worked on a farm and was about seventeen
years of age when he came with his parents to
Kansas. After several years in this state he returned
to

Indiana.

Mr. Tyner married Rebecca Moore of
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Baldwin, Kansas, but a native of llUiiois. Her parand Sarah (Eliott) Moore, who on
coming to Kansas located at Ottawa. Leroy Moore
was deputy sheriff of Franklin County two terms
aud had also served as sheriff for two terms in
Mercer County, Illinois.
When the "plague of grasshop|jers swept Kansas
during the '70s, Mr. and Mrs. Willis H. Tyner went
back to Iniliana, where ho rented a farm of 160
Later he rented 300 aires near Wabash, and
acres.
lived there for twelve years, enjoying a steadily inIn the meantime he had not
creasing prosperity.
forgotten Kansas, aud his admiration for the state
grew apace and finally brought him back within
Mr. Tyner bought eighty acres in Juncits limits.
tion Townshiii of Osage County on One Hundred
Ten Creek, and when he retired he had 117 acres
In 1903 he
of line farming laud which he sold.
bought 1(50 acres near Lyndon, and lived on and
managed that jdace until 1909. After renting his
ents were Leroy

farm he moved into the city of Lyndon, and became
the active business partner of L. T. Hussey, now
state fire marshal.
They were engaged in the real
estate and insurance business under the name of
Hussey & Tyner, and they were also closely associated in much public-spirited and welfare work. Mr.
Tyner served as township trustee of Valley Brook
Township for two years, in 1909-10, and was a
member of the town council of Lyndon from 1909
While township trustee he and Mr. Hussey,
to 1915.
who was then mayor of Lyndon, did much to acquire
a Carnegie library for the city. While in tlie council
Mr. Tyner was interested in the adoption of the
light, water and sewer system, and he also helped
to

extend

the

lines

of

the

electric

plant to
lighted from

light

Quenemo and Malvern, two towns now

the municipal plant of Lyndon.
Mr. Tyner is an active republican, served for nine
years as trustee of the Inciependent Order of Odd
Fellows Lodge and is a member of the Ancient
Order of United Workmen.
He and his wife are
members of the Christian Church. To their marriage were born two children; Cora Belle is now
Mrs. S. B. Reed of Barton County, Kansas: Nora
May, now deceased, was formerly Mrs. Calvin Leonard, of Quenemo, Kansas. Mrs. Leonanl is survived

by two daughters, Cora and Huth.
Georoe'Pier.sox MoREHOir.sE has a place among the
prominent and well known public men of Kansas due
to an excejitional range of interests and activities.
His life has toucheil agricultural and business affairs,
and has had its influence in the political, legal and
For many years he lived
literary life of the West.
at Diamond Sjirings or Council drove in Morris
County,- but at ]>rpsent resides in Topeka. though he
still spends considerable time U|ion the large stock
farm known as the old "Morehouse Kanche" at Diamond Springs, which he owns and upon which the
family settled nearly fifty years ago.
At that time, the Kansa or Kaw Indians were on
llieir reservation nearby, and going back and forth
to the great buffalo ranges only two days drive to
the westward. Large herds of long-horneil cattle were
ilriven along the old Santa Fe trail and the Kaw
Indian trail, guarded by the then simon-pure festive
cow-boy; the only settlers were few, scattered and
located along the watered and wooded streams; and
the vast sea of luxuriant prairie gra.ss between the
water courses dieil unused and became the dangerous
food for the conflagrations which annually swept
over that region.
fJame also was very (ilcntiful.
Inured to the many rigors of frontier life of that

Ceorge P. Morehouse grew to manhood and
Money
expert as a hunter and horseman.
procured from the sale of furs, skins and wolf jielts
The
other
luxuries.
books
and
school
liought clothes,

period,
liecame

terms of the district school on Diamond Valley at
that time were short and primitive, but with the
rennired prejiaration, principally by self-study, he
entered the Albion Academy in New York, where he
grailuate<l in 1884, and also became an academic
graduate of the University of New York before
returning to Kansas. Apparently he adapted himself
to the change from the crudeness of Kansas ranch
life to the refinements of eastern schools; for, liefore
he returned to his western home he was elected jiresident and orator of his class and won three prizes
the Bailey prize in anatomy and physiology; the
Coann prize in oratory; and the Inter- Academic rhe-

—

torical prize.
While in the

East he began the study of law but

came home and engaged in the management of the
cattle ranch for two or three years.
During this
time he was chosen trustee and assessor of Diamond
Valley Township, which was at that time about four
He became active in public
times its present size.
helped locate the
development in the community
present line of the Atchison, Tojieka and Santa Fe
;

l{:iilw;iy

through Morris County: and jjersonally

se-

and Diamond
Springs in the then Diamond Valley Township, when
the railway was determined, according to their policy,
cured

two stations of

the

Burilick

township but one station.
Mr. Morehouse afterwards finished his legal education at Council drove and was admitted to the bar
Within a short time he
of Morris County in 1889.
was appointed city attorney of I'ouncil Grove and
to give the

Afterserved in that jjosition for nearly six years.
wards he was appointed to fill a vacancy in the oflSce
of county attorney of Morris County, and at the
end was elected for a full term to that office and
prosecuted the violators of the prohibition cause
When a mere boy he received
with unusual vigor.
a commission as United States census enumerator
for the southwestern part of Morris County and before he was old enough to vote was a frei|uent
speaker and debater upon early railway matters and
Duriug his long residence at Council (!rove
politics.
active and widely known in the organilie became
zation of the republican party and often .served as
secretary of the county central committee, secretary
and chairman of the congressional committee, and
also as a member of the Republic{in State Central

Committee.

The only partner Mr. Morehouse ever hail in his
legal practice was his young frieiui, the late Clarence
.\. (Crowley, who al.so served several terms as county
.

attorney.

In tiie campaign of 1900 Mr. Morehouse was a
candidate for state senator of the Twenty-thinl District (Morris, Marion and Chase counties) and was
elected by over 1,000 majority, serving through three
He took an active
sessions during the four years.
part in the legislation of that strenuous jiolitical
period, serving as chairman of the Congressional
A])portionment Committee and as a member of the
Judiciary, Elections, Education and Public Health
committees.
During the session as member of the
Election Committee he tried four inijiortant contest
cases
three senatorial Und one jmlicial
winning
favorable comment for his judicial thoroughness and

—

—

fairness.-

He was
lation

in

the author of the first automobile legisthe West, and at a time when much ridi-
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was cast upon such theu advanced legislation.
This measure, which provided how automobiles
should be equipped with safety devices, their rate of
speed in city and country, and how they should be
when meeting frightened horses, etc.,
operated
caused much comment and was the foundation of
legislation along that line which all now admit is
cule

proper.
It was his measure that legally recognized the
sunflower as the state flower and floral emblem of
Sunflower State
Kansas and advertised it as the
of the nation.
When the Soldier 's Monument Bill was before the
Senate and drew out a spirited debate, the Topeka
Capital in mentioning the occasion and in publishing
most of his remarks, said: "One of the best speeches
in the senate in favor of the bill to provide a monument for the soldiers of Kansas was made by Senafor George P. Morehouse.
He is one of the most
forceful speakers in the senate and his address on
this occasion was one of the best efforts of the
session."
When the new manual training and industrial educational bill was before the Legislature and such an
institution was established at Pittsburgh, Senator
Morehouse was its leading advocate in the Senate
and his speech on that new departure in educational
methods was published and widely circulated.
In the Senate and upon the stump he was a pioneer
•Tdvocate of equal rights and suffrage for the women
of Kansas.
As early as 1901 he introduced and
secured the passage by the Senate of ' an act relating to suffrage, being an act to give women the right
to vote for presidential electors.''
Hml it become
a,
law, Kansas women would have taken part in
three presidential elections prior to their first experience in 1916 under the general suffrage amendment
'

'

'

'

'

clause.

While he was a member of the Kansas Senate
the Council Grove Republican had this to say: "The

Senate of Kansas has always been a body of bright
able lawyers or individuals of more than local
influence and reputation.
To maintain a standing
among them, one must possess a high grade of tact
and ability. Among the present leaders and influential members
of that body is Senator Geoige P.
Morehouse. He has lived in this county most of his
life and has taken such an important
part in all
public affairs, even since before he was a voter, that
he is known by everybody.
While Senator
Morehouse does not shun the rough and tumble
of a political campaign and is an effective
public
sneaker and popular 'political mixer' yet his tastes
nre of a scliolnrly character and have been more or
less broadened
by travel and as a student of the
best books, with which his private library is filled.
He is active in literary and educational "work such
as the Shakespeare Club and Lilirary Association
and prominent in the work of the' Presbyterian
Church.

men

—

.

.

.

"His political convictions along republican lines are
such that no one ever doubts where he stands
upon
In the senate last winter he wa.'i
public questions.
rdaced on six of the leading committees and was one
of the hardest worked members of that bodv. .\s a
member of the elections committee he helped frame
that new ballot law upon which fusion has been liroken,
and was an able advocate of the stringent temperance
law—the Hurrell bill and frequently defended it
against the attacks of the whiskey power.
"Senator Morehouse bv his presence in the senate
lent an odor of clean politics to the
surroimdings of

—
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that protnineut body and whenever he arose to cast
a vote or express a view
upon any matter, he comnuanded the respect and attention of both the members
and the visitors present. His every act and word
were for the interest of his constituents and the state
at large, and won for him many kind words from the
press and jjublie men. There is hardly a paper in the
state that lias not commented
favorably upon his work
and felt proud that he was a member of the senate.
We may well feel proud that we possess such a good
citizen and able representative in the senate.
During the latter part of his senatorial term Mr.
Morehouse was cliosen as president of the Kansas State
often termed the "Boss Busters"
Kepulilican League
tlu^ ]jioncer
organization which did so much to reform Kansas politics from its "skull and cross bones"
tendency, and which started the movement for the
election of United States senators
by popular vote.
As the historian and genealogist 'of the Morehouse
Association
of
Family
America, Mr. Morehouse has
gathered the largest collection of the history of that
in
existence.
This
family
history will probablv be
published. It has always been a matter of Morehouse
that
its
ancestors
were among the early
family pride
Some of them came
pioneer settlers of America.
to
1640
and
were
active
in
the founding of
prior
New England tomis and in the formation ofearly
the
colonial governments.
The family is of Scotch-English origin, the name
first appearing soon after the
year 1000 in North
'

'

—

—

England, where it was originally Moorhouse, from
built
their
having
or
"houses-upon-the-moors"
Moorliouses " as it is still used is Scotland and York'

'

shire.

Thomas Morehouse, recognized

as the emigrant anmost of the American Morehouse families, was
in Watertown, Massachusetts, about
1635; at Wethersfield, Connecticut, 16-10; at Stamford, Connecticut, in
1611, where he was one of the original settlers who
purchased the townsite from the Indians for one hundred bushels of corn. He came from Yorkshire, England, with the migration of Puritans conducted by Sir
Richard Saltonstall. He settled permanently at Fairfield, Connecticut, prior to 16.53 and became prominent
in its development
owning the tide-water mill and
lieing sent as a member to the General Court (Legislature) at Hartford.
He left four sons Samuel,
who at an early date beTliomas, Jonathan aiul John
came the heads of the numerous branches and descendants which settled in New York, New Jersey, Ohio and
tlie West.
Thomas Morehouse, the first, died at Faircestor of

—

—

—

field in 1658,

leaving a

will.

It

is

estimated that over
in the Revolu-

two hundred of his descendants served

tionary war.
His son John settled at Southampton, Long Island;
was an ensign in King Phillip's war in 1676 an<i was
file ancestor of George P.
Morehouse, who is of the
ciglith generation from Thomas the immigrant.
The history of the family is one of honorable
achievement from the time its heroic members took
part in the Crusades to the Holy Land and rei-eived
the honorable decoration of the large Saltire or St.
.\ndrew 's Cross, down to the ju-esent, whether in the
public or jirivate walks of life.
Horace Morehouse, father of George P., was a
native of Tompkins County, New York. In the early
'50s he removed to Decatur, Illinois, before ;i railmad luul reached that place, and established the well
known hardware firm of Morehouse-Wells Company,
as afterwards known under the management of his
younger brother George E. Morehouse, to whose estate
it

still

belongs.

Horace Morehouse was one of the
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founders of the republican party in the west and active
in securing the nomination of Abraham Lincoln for
tlie presidency in 1860.
He helped build the noted
"Wif;wam" at Decatur, in which was held the first
>.tate convention, whore tlie noted Lincoln
were presented and wliere Limoln was first -mentioned at the "rail splitter candidate."
In 1871, with others, Horace Morcliouse drove overland in covered w;ifjons to Diamond Sprinj^, Morris
farm
County, Kansas, where he opened up the stock
" as above
still known as the old "Morehouse Ranche,
mentioned. Horace Morehouse like many of his ancestors was au elder in the Presbyterian Church and
active in its work, being one of the founders of the
Presbyterian Church at Council Grove, where for
several years he was engaged in the mercantile busilie died in the City of Topeka in 1915 in his
ness,

republican

rails

ninetieth

year.

George P. Morehouse was born at Decatur, Illinois,
28, ]8.')9. Besides him there are four living
brothers: Charles II. of Salt Lake City, Utah Robert
H. of Topeka James H. and Maxey M. of Twin Falls,
July

;

;

Idaho.

The mother was Lavinia P. Strong, a native of
Auburn, New York, who died at Diamond Springs,
She was a woman of scholarly
Kansas, in 1885.
tastes, a clever writer of prose and poetry, and her
influence encouraged Senator Morehouse along the
same line and fired his ambition to seek a more liberal
education than was possible at frontier district schools.
She was the only daughter of Rev. Noble Davies
Strong M. .\., a Presbyterian minister, an early
graduate of Middleiiury College, Vermont, author and
educator and for years at the head of academies at
Auburn and Cortland, New York. He was a descendant of "Elder John Strong" one of the founders of
Northampton, Massachusetts, who came with the Puritans in 1630, and was the father of the numerous and
noted Strong family in America, which has produced
so many educators, authors, jurists and di\nnes.
April 2.3, 1906, George P. Morehouse married Mrs.
Louise Thome Hull at Los Angeles, California. She
is a native of Morgantown, West Virginia, a daughter
of Captain Anialtha and Anna (Berk.shire) Thome,
late of Piqua, Ohio, and through them a descendant of
prominent Virginia families. Her grandfather, Col.
Ral| h Berkshire, was a colonel of Virginia troops
and served several terms in the Virginia Legislature.
In 1834 he became a pioneer to Henry County, Indiana,
where he was also a state legislature and probate .iudge
for many years.
Her cousin Judge Ralph L. Berkshire of Morgantown was one of the early circuit
judges of the new State of West Virginia, and also
presid-ng judge of the Supreme Court for six years.
He was prominent in the formation of the new state
and a member of the committee at Morgantown, which
on April

17, 1861, drafted the first resolution, widely
' '
The First Loyal Voice from
publisiied, and known as

West Virginia."
Mrs. Morehouse has been a resident of Topeka since
1881, coming in that year from Piqua, Ohio, with her
younger sister Emma (Mrs. C. H. Morgan). A recent
Kansas publication has said: "Mrs. Morehouse is a
lady of education and refinement, personally popular
and widely known for her business aliility and her
substantial support to educational and moral institutions.
The Morehouse home, opposite the State
informal and generous hospiit has been the frequent
meeting place for the sessions of the K.ansas Authors
Club and the 'rest haven' where Kansas writers and
literary people have passed many pleasant hours. For
a number of years Mr. Morehouse has been active in
Capitol,

tality.

is

noted for

its

For several years past

the affairs of the Kansas Authors Club, serving two
terms as its president.
For six years past he has
acted as its secretary, during which time it has been
incorporated and become the leading literary organization in the state, its annual state meetings and ban-

quets being noted events."
For many years Mr. Morehouse has been a director
and life member of the Kansas State Historical
Society and at the present time is also first vice president and in line for its president next year. He has
been devoted to its work and interests; serves as the
chairman of its archa;ological department and has contributed numerous historical articles for the society's
pulilications. He was probably the first person to suggest the movement to permanently mark the old Santa
Fe Trail and other famous overland highways and
heljied the Historical Society and the Daughters of
the American Revolution in that worthy undertaking,
making many historical addresses at the celebrations
incident to the dedication of the Santa Fe Trail monuments across Kansas.
Many years ago he commenced the preservation of
original data concerning this pioneer highway of old
;

time Kansas (which passed his early home) and has
also saved a large fund of the language, legends and
traditional lore of the Kansa or Kaw Indians and has
contributed numerous articles along those lines for
newspapers and magazines. In recognition of this,
and especially for having written a history of the
tribe, he was chosen its official historian at one of the
last council meetings it ever held; he possesses some
of their ancient sacred charts and data, which is being
Mr. Morehouse is the
prepared for publication.
author of several widely published articles, addresses,
poems and pamj)hlets ujion ancient western highways,
early Spanish and French explorations, archseology,
He discovered the correct
Indian life and legends.
meaning and derivation of the word Kansas and shows
that it is of neither Indian nor French origin as
but that it comes from the Spanish
usually claimed
verb "cansar" which means to molest, stir up and
harass, and the noun "cansado" a disturber and
troublesome fellow; and was first used by the Spanish
they called
explorers with Onate about 1601, when
" Escansaques."
those Indians which bothered them
From this came the names Cansa, Cansez, Kansa, Kansas and one hundred and fifty other variations applied
to this tribe, of which Mr. Morehouse has found histori-

—

—

cal record.

He is a working member of the International Society
of Archaeologists and as a student of aboriginal. Spanish and French matters of early Kansas has made some
important discoveries not heretofore mentioned by
Kansas historians. Some time ago he recovered from
It is
the Indians an ancient Aztec historical chart.
a remarkable document 18 feet long by 8 inches
wide and one of the large.st ever found. Its hundreds
of signs, symbols, pictures and hieroglyphics give,
aocor<line to competent authority, 200 years of the
history of the Aztec Nation after they left Aztlan and
came

to Mexico.

is a Kniglit of Pythiaa and once
served as ciiancellor commander of the order at
Council Grove and deputy grand chancellor of the
He was also an officer of the
state jurisdiction.
Modern Woodmen of America. He is a member of the
Presliyterian Church and for many years was superintendent of its Sunday school at Council Grove. He
was one of the incorporators of the Council Grove
Library Association and acted as its treasurer for a

Mr. Morehouse

long time.
His great-grandfather having been a commissioned
officer in the Revolutionary war, Mr. Morehouse is a
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Son of the American Revolution.

At one time he con-

teBiplated a military career; but his only experience
along that line was being commissioned a lieutenant
and recruiting otBcer in the Kansas National Guard.
He is a working member of the Kansas State Bar
Association and at present chairman of its memorial

committee.

In his library Mr. Morehouse has collected much
Americana, also many ancient legal, literary,
scientific and religious works, many in Latin, some of
which are the oldest in this country, having been pubThe
lished in the Old World over 400 years ago.
Morehouse home in Topeka is on Capitol Square, at
216 West Eighth Street.
raro

BuKKiTT H. Hill. Men of force are found in every
prosperous community who by .reason of their natural
ability, by their capacity for handling large enterprises, by the use of their brains and the soundness of
their judgment, attain distinction and acquire authorWorking industriously toward a given goal, in
ity.
helping themselves these men add to the welfare and
prosperity of their city, and their efforts not only
bring into being the substantial industries that sujjport
commerce, but conduct them along the safe and sane
channels which assure public progress and general
contentment. In Wilson County one of the men of this
Mr.
class is found in the person of Burritt H. Hill.
HiU is a successful business man and vice president of
the First National Bank of Neodesha, but also he is
one of the public-spirited citizens who have helped the
community to grow and develop, having merged the
two characters of business man and •citizen into a
fine combination that is well worthy of emulation.
Burritt H. Hill was born at Neodesha, Wilson
County, Kansas, July 10, 1873, and is a son of
William and Ellen Clark (Maxwell) HiU. His grandfather, James Hill, was born in 1810, near Glasgow,
Scotland, emigrated to the United States in 1844,
became a pioneer of Ohio and Wisconsin, where he
engaged in farming and as a millwright, and died at
Baraboo, in the latter state, irr 1893. William Hill
was born October 18, 1831, near Glasgow, Scotland,
and was about eleven years of age when brought by
The family first
his parents to the United States.
settled at what was known as New Philadelphia, in
Ashtabula County, Ohio, where young William was
apprenticed to a merchant, but two years later removed
There the youth learned
to Sauk County, Wisconsin.
the trade of printer, which he followed for some
years in Wisconsin and at other points, and in 1861,
when the Civil war came on, was working in Missouri.
He enlisted in Company B, Eighth Regiment, Missouri
Volunteer Infantry, with which organization he fought
throughout the period of the war, participating in
numerous engagements, including Forts Henry and
Donelson, Pittsburg Landing, Siege of Vicksburg and
Lookout Mountain. When the war was over he
returned to Wisconsin, and was married in Sauk
County to Miss Ellen Clark Maxwell, who was born
May 10, 1845, in Wisconsin. In that state he entered
the newspaper business and became editor of the
Baraboo Republic, with which he was identified until
he came to Kansas, in 1873, in April of whicli year he
embarked in the banking business. He has since that
time been the directing head of the First National
Bank of Neodesha. He is also interested in 1,900
acres of farm lands in Wilson County and has various
other holdings. Mr. Hill is independent in politics,
and a member of tlie Kansas State Bankers Association and the National Bankers Association.
He
resides at No. 416 North Eighth Street, and is one of
Neodesha 's most prominent and substantial men.

2173

Mr. and Mrs. Hill have had the following children:
A.; L., who is a lumber dealer of Medford, Oregon;
Aeo, who died iii 1893, at Oswego, Kansas, as the
wife of Samuel Carpenter, a merchant of that city;
H. M., who is a stockman and farmer of Lafoutaine,
Kansas; Burritt H.; and Irving, wlio resides at
Lawrence, Kansas, as manager of the Corrugated
Paper Mills.
Burritt H. Hill acquired his preliminary education
in the public schools of Neodesha,
being graduated
from the high school in the class of 1890, and following this entered Kansas University, where he was a
member of the exclusive honorary scientific Greek letter
society of Sigma Psi.
Graduating with the degree of
Bachelor of Arts, in 1894, he at once entered the
banking business with the First National Bank of
Neodesha, as bookkeeper. He was successively advanced to assistant cashier and cashier, and in 1914
was made vice president of the concern, a business
relation which still obtains.
The First National Bank
of Neodesha was established in 1872, as a state bank,
and was known as the Neodesha Savings Bank, its
ofiicers at that time being J. V. -Pierce, president;
John Gray, vice president; and Charles Henderson,
'

cashier.
Its capital was $10,000.
The bank was
nationalized in 1903, with D. Stewart as president:
A. L. Hill, as vice president; and William HiU as
cashier.
Its present officers are:
William Hill, president; B. H. Hill, vice president; and H. H. Woodring,

and its capital is now $50,000, its surplus,
The modern
$20,000, and its undivided profits, $5,000.
new brick banking house was erected in June, 1915,
at the corner of Sixth and Main streets, with the
bank 's quarters on the first floor and oflSces on the
The bank is one of the oldest and most
second.
substantial in Wilson County, and its influence is wide
and its results far reaching. Its policies governed and
directed by men of acknowledged ability and integrity
it shares in no small degree the confidence of the
people of the locality, and its depositors come from
all over this part of the county.
B. H. Hill has various interests in addition to those
connected with the bank, being secretary of the
Neodesha Building and Loan Association; of the
V. V. V. Brick and Tile Company, the plant of which
is the largest hand plant west of the
Mississippi
River; and the Neodesha Crystal Ice Company. He
also owns much real estate in the city and several
farms. Like his father, he maintains an independent
stand upon political questions, preferring to use his
own judgment in his selection of candidates worthy
of his vote rather than to be guided by party lines and
therefore restricted. His own public service is confined to fourteen years of occupiancy of the office of
Mr.
city treasurer of Neodesha, on two occasions.
Hill takes a lively interest in civic affairs and is a
member of the Neodesha Commercial Club and the
Anti-Horse Thief Association. As a fraternalist he
cashier,

Harmony Lodge No. 94, Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons, of which he is past master; Orient
Chapter No. 72, Royal Arch Masons, of which he is
past high priest; Ab-Del-Kader Commandery No. 27,
Knights Templar; Topeka Council, Scottish Rite
Masons; Wichita Consistory No. 2, of the thirty-second
deeree; and Abdullah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Leavenworth.
Mr. Hill was married in 1898, at Neodesha, to Miss
Essie Eson. daughter of Mrs. Laura Esson. Mrs. Hill
died in 1899, at Neodesha, having been the mother of
one daughter: Aeo, born July 27, 1899.

belongs to

Charles South. The oil industry in tlie Midfield of Kansas has an able representative

Continent
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in the pi-rsoii of Charles Soutli, of Ch;iuute, who has
been ]iroduciiit; in this fiehi since 1903. Like many
of tlie men interested in the business here, Mr. South
had liis introduction to oil production in the Pennsylvania lields, and when he arrived in Kansas had a
number of years of experience back of him to assist

him in his enterprises.
Mr. South was born near the City of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, April LK!, 1864, and is a son of John
and Vilinda (Evorly) South. He belongs to a family
which traces its ancestry back to Cromwell 's time in
England, when the family sided with King Charles,
and which was foundeii in America during the days
previous to the outbreak of the War of the American
Revolution.
Benjamin South, the greatgran<lfather
of Charles South, was bom in New Jersey, and went
with his son Enoch to Greene County, Pennsylvania,
where his death occurred. Enoch South, gramlfather
of Cliarles, was born in 1787, in New .Icrscy. subsequently became a pioneer of Western Pennsylvania,
where he was an extensive land owner, and died in
Greene County, that state, in 186.S. The family has
a

Revolutionary record, the eight sons of the
emigrant (who wa.s the great-great-greatgrandfather of Charles South) having fought as soldiers of the Continental line, enlisting from the
colony of New .Jersey.
John South w.is born in 1822, in Greene County,
Pennsylvania. He was reared to manhood and edu
cated in Greene County, and like his father became an
extensive landholder, also building up a large liusiness as a raiser of and dealer in live stock. Tlirough
an industrious life, in which his Inisiness affairs were
ably managed, he accumuated a handsome property.
He died in his native county in 1902. Mr. South
was prominent in democratic politics and civic affairs,
and at one time served as county treasurer of (ireene
He came of Quaker stock, but never afliCounty.
liated with any church.
Mr. South married Miss
Vilinda Everly, who was born in 1837, in Greene
County, and passed her entire life there, dying in
1911. They became the parents of fourteen children.
Those who grew to manhood and womanhood were
fine

original

as follows: Furman, who was a manufacturer and
died at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in January, 1914;
Gilpin, who is a land owner and stock raiser of
Greene County, Pennsylvania
Sarah, who is unmarried and resides at Waynesburg, Pennsylvania;
Everly, who is a retired investor and lives at Bridgeport, Ohio; Charles, of this review; Taylor, who is an
oil producer of Chanute, Kansas;
Malinda, who is
the wife of .T. B. F. Rhinehart, a manufacturer of
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania; Laura, who is the wife of
Clarence Wilson, a merchant of Waynesburg: Retta,
who is unmarried and resides at Waynesburg, Pennsylvania; and Dora, who died at Waynesburg, as the
wife of Fred Kel.sey, auditor for the" Gulf Pipe Line
:

at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Charles South received his education in the public
schools of his native county and at Waynesburg
College, which institution he left in 1884 to become
connected with the oil business. His first experience
wna gained in the fields of Washington, Pennsylvania,
following which he went to the Sistcrville, West Vireinia fields, and those of Kentucky. For a short time
he gave up the oil business to engage in
mining
in the zinc fields of
Joplin, Missouri, but in 190.'!
returned to the business when he came to C^lanute.
At this time Mr. South has extensive oil producing
interests near Chanute, as well as other interests, and
is considered one of the successful
operators of the
Mid-Continent field.
He devotes his entire time to

Company,

his

business,

the

ca.sting

and
of

his only activity in
politics is in
his vote for the 'can<Udates of the

democratic party.

Mr. South

is

unmarried.

Hon. Is.\.\c M. Hinds. Mound Valley and Labette
County have for many years been the" scene of the
extensive business and public activities of Isaac M.
Hinds. Some years ago that district sent Mr. Hinds
to represent its interests in the State
Senate, and
he

is

still

a member of the upper house of the State

Legislature.

Though he has spent nearly all his years in KanSenator Hinds was born in Cole' County, MisHe was brought "to this
souri, December .SO, 1862.
state when an infant.
Going back several generations his Hinds ancestors were Germans who came
sas,

to .\merica and were early settlers about
Bowling
Green, Kentucky. The grandfather of Senator Hinds
was Benjamin, a native of Kentucky. He went to
Missouri and became a pioneer in Cole County, where
he died before Senator Hinds was born.
Isaac Hinds, father of Senator Hinds, was born in
Kentucky in 18,33, was reared and married in Missouri, and followed farming as his life's vocation.
He died in Cole County in February, 1863. The
maiden name of his wife was Cordelia A. Stephens.
She was born in Cole County, Missouri, August
4, 18.!;i, and is still living at the age of eightv-three,
making her home with her son. Senator Hinds. She
married for her second husband James M. Richardson, who died in Mound Valley, Kansas, where he
was a retired farmer. Isaac Hinds and wife had
the following* children:
Benjamin F., who is a
mechanic living at Kansas City, Missouri; William
M., who died in young manhood at Mound Valley
in 1876; .Joseph, who died at Mound Vallev in 1874";
.Jennie, wife of L. W. Wilmoth of San Diego, California: and Isaac M.
While the Civil war was still in progress Mr.
Hinds mother brought her family to Kansas and
located on a farm three miles southwest of Mound
In that loc-ility Isaac M. Hinds spent his
Valley.
He attended the district
early youth and childhood.
schools of Labette County, and in 1882 completed
the teachers' course in the Fort Scott Normal College.
Following that came two years of teaching in
Montgomery County. A desire to see the world then
seized him, and he made a trip not unaccompanied
by hardships and hard work through Arizona, New
Mexico, California, Oregon and Washington, going
as far as Seattle.
The winter of 1883-84 he spent
in the hazardous
occupation of logging in the State
of Washington.
On returning to Kans.as Mr. Hinds, in the fall of
1884, engaged in the drug business at Mound ValAfter about a year he sold his store and then
ley.
took a course in the St. Louis College of Pharmacy.
He received his certificate as a registered pharmacist from the State Board of Pharmacy, in 1887,
and though he has not been in the drug business
for .a number of years he still keeps his certificate
up-to-date as a registered druggist.
Mr. Hinds had
the leriding drugstore at Mound Valley until 190.^.
In that year his business interests became more
He began buying land near
widely extended.
Brownsville, in the extreme southern end of Texas,
and since then has bought and sold land not only
'

in Texas hut in Kansas and Oklahoma.
He deals
entirely in his own properties and has done a great
deal to develop some of the newer localities of the

Southwest.
For four years Mr. Hinds was vice president of
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the Mound Valley State Bank.
He has long been
prominent iu the councils of the democratic party.
He served as councilman a number of terms at
Mound Valley, was mayor two years, assessor one
year, and in 1912 was elected for his first term
in the State Senate.
That term expires in January,
1917, and at this writing he is a candidate for re-

membership of 2,500,000, located in
states.
The head office of the
Kansas organization is at Saline, and the president
of The State Farmers Union is Maurice McAuliffe,
while the manager, with headquarters at Kansas City,
Kansas, is Mr. Charles S. Walker.
The Kansas Union has 50,000 members, and has

election.

undoubtedly been the greatest single factor in creating a stability of values, an equalization of opportunities, and a general strengthening of the agricultural interests in competition with so many other
organizations which now dominate the field of industry
and commerce. The Farmers Union of Kansas had
its birth about 1907.
Out of this has grown the
Kansas Jobbing Association, organized about 1912.
This association operates 200 elevators and has fiftyseven co-operative stores and about fifty ])roduce
stations, and through this association direct benefits
of higher prices anVl better marketing conditions are
brought to Kansas farmers, as similar organizations
in the Far West have benefitted the orange growers
and other producers. In 1916 the total volume of
business transacted through the .lobbing Association
amounted to a hundred million dollars. The organization is made up of progressive farmers and through

Hinds has the distinction of being the
only senator who is chairoian of two committees.
These two committees are
Employees Committee
and Temjierance and Hygiene Committee. He is also
a member of the Banks and Banking Committee,
the Federal and State Affairs Committee, Mines and
Mining, Oil and Gas, and the Ways and Means comSenator

.

:

mittees.

Senator Hinds has been a conspicuous figure in the
county and state conventions of his party for many
In 1904 he was nominated as a delegate to
years.
the National Convention, and in 1912 attended the
convention at Baltimore as a delegate.
During
Cleveland 's second administration he served as postmaster of Mound Valley from .January 1, 1893, to

January 1, 1897. He was president of the Mound
Valley Commerical Club when that organizatiou was
in flourishing existence.
Fraternally he is past master of Mound Valley Lodge No. 218, Ancient Free
and Accejited Masons, and is atfiliated with Lodge
No. 211, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Lodge
No. 61, Ancient Order United Workmen, and the
Modern Woodmen of America at Mound Valley.
Senator Hinds is the owner of over 700 acres of
laud in Kansas and Oklahoma.
At Mound Valley
he owns the postoffice building on Hickory Street,
and has his own home at the corner of Commercial
and Hickory streets, and another dwelling on Hickory
His oifices are on Main Street. During the
Street.
disastrous fire of 1907 he lost a hotel and four other
business buildings.
In 1887 at Mound Valley Mr. Hinds married Miss
Zenora Gandy.
Mrs. Hinds was born in Iowa in
1869, a daughter of B. W. and Mary Gandy, both
of whom are now deceased.
Her father was a merchant.
To their marriage have been born two chilThe daughter, who
dren, Cecil L. and Thelma A.
was born October 15, 1899, is now a senior in the
The son, Cecil, who
high school at Mound Valley.

Mound Valley, November 15, 1889,
in the public schools, graduating from
high school in 1906, and had his early business
For a year
exjjerience in his father 's drugstore.
he conducted a flour and feed mill, for another year
ran a store at Preston, Nebraska, and then for
was born at
was educated

years was assistant cashier of the Mound Valley
State Bank.
September 10, 1915, Cecil L. Hinds
became postmaster at Mound Valley under the administration of President Wilson.
He is thus filling
an office which his father served in with commendable credit twenty years ago.
Cecil Hinds is an
active democrat, is affiliated with Lodge No. 61,
five

Ancient Order United Workmen, at Mound Valley,
and Mound Valley Lodge No. 218, Ancient Free and

In 1912 at Mound Valley he
Accepted Masons.
married Miss Alice Morris, daughter of A. W. and
Paralee Morris.
Her parents reside at Shelbina in
Shelby County, Missouri.

The Farmers Union or Kansas
the great national organization

is

known

a branch of
as The Farm-

Educational and Co-operative Union, with business headquarters at Atlanta, Georgia. C. S. Barrett
is president of the national organization.
This organers

ization

has

thirty-one

a

different

its work the agricultural interests are rapidly learning the principle that in union there is strength.
Mr. Charles S. Walker, manager of the union, is
himself a practical and successful Kansas farmer.
He was born on a farm in Morris County, Kansas,
September 12, 1875. He was one of nine children,

whom

are still living.
His parents, Joseph
(Peck) Walker, were natives, respectively,
of England and New York State.
Joseph Walker
came from England in 1871 with a colony of English
people to locate in Kansas. He was a son of Samuel
and Mary Walker, who came at the same time. Joseph
five

of

and

Emma

was the last survivor of their twelve children. Samuel
Walker bought a farm in Morris County and was one
of the early settlers, and before his ileath some
seven or eight years later had eighty acres of his
land broken up and in cultivation.
Joseph Walker
married Emma Peck in Kansas. She had come with
her parents, and they all became farmers in Morris
County. Joseph Walker was a rejuiblican and a quite
active factor in his comnuinitv, though never holdHe did nuich to build up and support
ing oflice.
schools, churches and other enterprises, and he and
were Methodists.
Charles S. Walker grew up on the farm, attended
district schools and the schools at Parkersville. and
He worked his
later the Council Grove High School.
wav through high school, paying for his board by
doing chores at morniuii and night. He also taught
school for a time, iuit did not find this a very remuHe completed his education
nerative undertakinar.
during the intervals of farm work continued for
about seven years. It was his ambition to complete
a course in the University of Kansas, but lack of
finances compelled him to abandon this. For a time
he rented a farm and sJ-vadually got ahead in the
world and reached a point where he was able to buy
He did not stop there, and
160 acres for himself.
in time ho had a complete section of land, hut subsehis family

qiieutlv sold this.

In 1907 he became identified with The Farmers
Union of Kansas at the time of its organization,
and has been a prime mover in its work ever since.
At the same time he continued his farming operations
until 1912, when he left the farm to p-ive all his
time to the work of the organization. He has been
a delegate to all the state conventions of The Farmers
Union since it was organized and has held the offices
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ill
his liome county of Morris and in tho state
treasurer from 1909
organization. He served as state
to 1914, was state conductor in 190S, made liis headand from 1907
quarters in Salina during 1913-14,
In 1915 he
to 1912 was state iiurchasing agent.
came to Kansas City, Kansas, to open tlie eastern

branch of the organization.
Mr. Walker is independent in politics and votes for
in
the man rather than for the party. While living
Morris Countv he served nine years on the school

He is a member of tho Modern Woodmen
board.
of America, and his wife is active in the Christian
lie was married October 2.5, 1899, to Miss
Church.
Jennie Currie, who was born in Scotland, daughter
of John Ciirrie. Ilcr father is a well-known farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Walker have two
in Morris Counts-.
in
children, Viola and John, both now in school
Kansas

City.

Sometime it may be conceded
come as blessings in disgr'se, and a
that practically changed
hajipy view of an accident
the whole current of his life, is that it led John W.
business
Deer, now one of Neodesha 's most Substantial
men, to engage in a line for which Nature undoubtedly
success
gave him special talent. Mr. Deer's unusual
in handling real estate from the time he embarked in

W. Deer.

.TOHN

that calamities

the business until the present, justifies this internretadealer in
tion, for he is the busiest and most extensive
this citv. One tract of land after the other has passed
imthrough his hands to emerge as a desirable and
or the other sides of the city,
on
one
subdivision
proved
all selling quickly, because of favorable conditions attached, and within the last very few years beautifully
shaded streets, handsome private residences and happy
and contented people are found where but great
stretches of farm or prairie previously lay. Mr. Deer
has not only possessed the energy to bring these
changes about in the way of progress, but has had
the shrewd business sense that has made the business
profitable to all concerned.
John W. Deer was born May 22. 1876, in Jasrier
County, Missouri. His remote ancestors were English
and tiiev came to the American colonies very cnrly,
settlinc first in the Carolinas and subsequently drifting
His parents were W. V. and Easter
to Kentuckv.
The father wa« born on
ElizaVeth (Arfo^ Deer.

and
February 14, 1832, in Champagne County, Illinois,
he
grew up there on a farm near Sydney. All his life
was a farmer and for fifteen years he also was a
minister in the Church of Cod, preaching through KanIn 1868 he removed from Illinois
sas and Missouri.
to Jasper County, Missouri, and to Wilson County,
Kansas, in 1878. Here he purchased a farm located
three miles northeast of Neodesha, on which he resided until 1902, when he retired and moved into the
town and here his death occurred March 30, 1914. He
was a most worthy man, honest, upright and conscientious and h'S life here and elsewhere ever commanded
respect. He was never active in political life but his
opinions on public questions made him a voter with
the republican party.

In Champaign County,

Illinois,

W.

V. Deer was mar-

ried to Easter Elizabeth Arco, who was born in that
state in 183.5 and is a highly esteemed resident of

To them were born the following
who is a mine operator, resides at
Galena, Kansas; L. A., who is a butcher by trade, car-

Neodesha, Kansas.
children

:

Miles,

on a meat business at Nowata, Oklahoma; A. J.,
is
farmer and stockman, resides in Kit Carson
County, Colorado; Elmer, who died at the ace of
twenty-three years, from tho effects of a kick from a

ries

who

horse, on a ranch near Cheyenne,

who was accidentally drowned, five
desha, when a boy of ten years; T.

Wyoming; Moses,
miles north of Neo-

J., who is a farmer
and stockman in Kit Carson County, Colorado; Sarah
X. who resides with her mother in this city; and John
W., the eighth and youngest of the family.
John W. Deer was reared on the home farm in the

expectation of devoting his life to agricultural puras his father set the excellent example, and
when twent}--one years of age embarked in farming
and stoekraising on his own account. In 1902, when
his father retired from active life, the latter 's valuable farm of 160 acres came into his possession, and
with great enthusiasm the youth entered into undertakings on the farm that were, perhaps, far beyond his
It was wliile engaged thus that in lifting
strength.
a heavy stone he brought on injuries that for a long
time afterward put him in the invalid class, and for
five years, in spite of expert and expensive treatment
in a number of well known health resorts, Mr. Deer
was forced to make use of crutches to get about.
Discourasing as this was, Mr. Deer kept hopeful, as
he gradually improved, and by 1913 he found himself
by the power and goodness of God practicallv well.
In the meanwhile, however, he had not been idle, for
three years successfully conducting the business of a
grocery store at Neodesha, and had given some attention to the handling of real estate. His early successes
led to further ventures and he then opened a real
suits

estate office at No. 816 Main Street.
He first comIn
pleted the sale of several plats of town lots.
March, 1913, he opened the Bliss subdivision at the
northeast edge of town, and later opened two other
subdivisions adjoining, forty acres in all. This whole
tract is now privately owned and is included in the
In 1914 Mr. Deer opened the John W. Deer
city.
North Eighth Street subdivision and also the adjoining tract, twelve acres in all, and has sold them.
Another sold tract now a part of the city, consisted
of ten acres, which he opened in 1914-15 as the North
Ninth Street subdivision.
In 1915 Mr. Deer bought eleven acres from Mrs.
Hattie Stanfield, one of the heirs of the late Samuel
Shutt, and platted this in city lots, triving it the name
of John W. Deer's First Addition to Neodesha, Kansas,
and there was no trouble for Mr. Deer in disposing of
this valuable and desirable property. In 1915 he also
opened a subdivision on North Eighth Street which is
known as the J. H. Park's subdivision, and these
twenty-seven lots have all been sold. A recent transaction was the purchase of a fraction of over t.'.irty-six
acres of .1. M. Park, in partnership with his brotherin-law, .1. II. Park. This property, adjoining the Bliss
and Deer subdivisions on the north and east, has been
platted into city lots and acre tracts which have been

advantageously disposed of. Mr. Deer and Mr. Park
have constructed a number of houses on these lots,
which have all been sold. Mr. Deer confines his attention to a resrular real estate business and his present
offices are situated at No. 110 North Eighth Street.
Much of the property that Mr. Deer has so admirably
handled has been his own and he acquired various
other tracts and numerous valuable bits of realty in
the city. He owns his handsome residence, located on
East Indiana Street; a farm of eighty acres, a part
of the old home place, near Neodesha; also a well improved farm of forty acres, a part of the old home
Deer
place; and in 1915 he made his sister Sarah N.
a deed to another forty acres which also was a part
of the home place: a tract of fifty-one acres, an improved farm, located three miles east of Neodesha; a
well improved 320 acre stock ranch, 2 miles east of
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Buxton, in Wilson County; a one-half interest in a
farm of eighty Rtres and also one-half interest in a
well improved 160 acres located two miles west and
one-half mile north of Morehead; an improved farm
of sixty acres, situated five miles southwest of Thayer,
Kansas; and a well improved 160 acre alfalfa and
prairie farm near V. V. U. brick plant, four miles south
of Neodesha; some forty residences outside of the
city limits, and the following excellent renting dwellings, located respectively at No. 816 Main Street,
West Main on the corner of Tenth Street, the two corners of Lincoln and Eleventh streets, and one residence on East Church Street.
Personally creditable

management of these business enterprises have
been, Mr. Deer looked upon the matter also with the
eyes of an earnest and enterprising citizen and as
such he is a highly- valued member of the Commercial
Club.

as the

At Fredonia, Kansas, July 28, 1914, Mr. Deer was
married to Miss Rose Park, who is a daughter of J. M.
Park, old residents of Scottsville, Kansas. Mr. and
Mrs. Deer have two children
John W., who was born
in June, 1915, and Evelyn Elizabeth, who was born
in August, 1916.
By a previous marriage Mr. Deer
has one daughter, Vivian E., who is a member of the
junior class in the Neodesha High School. In politics
Mr. Deer is a republican but not a seeker for office,
and for a number of years he has been a member of
the Baptist Church.
:

C

F. Lutes. The largest hand glass plant west of
the Mississippi River is that of the Fredonia Window
Glass Company, located at Fredonia, Kansas. The
president and general manager of this enterprise, C.
F. Lutes, has been connected with the glass industry
ever since entering upon his career, and is a man of
experience, resource and energy, who, since coming to
Kansas in 1904, has occupied a position of importance
among the business men of Fredonia. The success
of the company with which he is identified, and its
allied interests at Caney, Kansas and Okmulgee,
Oklahoma, must be accredited to his efforts and good
management.
Like numerous other men who have reached successful places in business affairs of Kansas, Mr. Lutes
He was born at New Albany,
is a native of Indiana.
the county seat of Floyd County, on the Ohio River,
January 1, 1871, and is a son of F. W. Lutes and a
member of a family that was founded in America by a
German emigrant to New York during ante-Revolutionary days. Daniel Lut*s was born in 1803, in
Connecticut, and as a young man learned the trade of
glass-blowing, which he followed throughout his career.
During the latter part of his life he resided at Mount
Clemens, Michigan, and there his death occurred in
He had been
1873, when he was seventy years of age.
an industrious and steady workman, accumulated a
modest property, and during the last few years of
life lived in comfortable retirement in his own
home. Daniel Lutes married Miss Mary Warner, who
was born in Vermont, and died at Richmond, Michigan,
a member of a family which came to America with the
Pilgrims. Seth Warner, the Revolutionary hero, was
an uncle of Mrs. Lutes.
F. W. Lutes, father of C. F. Lutes, was born
February 22, 1840, in the State of New York, and when
a young man took up his residence at Clyde. He had
received a public school education, and as a youth had
learned the business of glass blowing from his father,
a vocation that occupied his attention during the
remainder of his life. He was married at Clyde and
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imteer Infantry, for service in the Civil war. Mr.
Lutes had a war record that was notable for the
courage which was displayed in his actions, and he
was one of the few men who had the distinction during
the war of being presented by Congress with a medal
for consi)icuous bravery.
Tliis action is described as
follows:
Mr. Lutes, who was that day acting as
sergeant, was stationed with his company along the
line of the Weldon Railroad, the enemy being strongly
entrenched in front of him. Spying the colors of the
enemy floating over their works, he decided upon their
capture, and gave orders to those under his command
to concentrate their fire on the particular location
where the colors stood. This made it impossible for
the color-bearer and color-guard to get away with the
flags when the balance of the line broke and retreated
from the trenches. In advance of Sergeant Lutes'
line, about half the distance to the enemy 's works,
were located three trees which had grown close
together and between these trees had been piled rails
and other materials, thus forming what is known as a
vedette post.
At the moment when he thought it was
ripe for so doing, Mr. Lutes sprang in advance of his
line and fell in behind these trees.
This individual
advance had been noted by the enemy, who sent a
withering (ire in his direction as well as upon the
The air
vedette post, and he afterward stated
seemed as if it was filled with bees the bullets fell so
However, he reached the post in safety and
thickly.
from there was able to get to the trenches of the
enemy almost as soon as the latter began to leave.
The eolor-bcarer was a big Georgian, about six feet,
six inches tall, and undertook to carry away the colors,
but Sergeant Lutes forced him to surrender at the
point of the bayonet, and the color-guard was also
unable to get his pistol in position before the plucky
Unionist had him covered with his gun. Thus he
captured the colors, color-bearer and color-guard of
He
the Forty-First Alabama, Volunteer Infantry.
was then detailed to take them to the rear and on the
field was granted a furlough in order to take the
There the following day.
colors to Washington.
Secretary Stanton received him and held his hand
while he ordcrcil a number of guns to be fired in
Some time later the
salute for the fall of Vicksburg.
medal was sent to his address at Clyde, New York.
Mr. Lutes continued to be a courageous and faithful
member of his regiment and took part in many bloody
engagements, in one of which he was captured by the
enemy and sent to Libby Prison, but was subsequently
exchanged. When he returned from the war he
resumed his trade at Clyde, and later went to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; then to New Albany, Indiana;
Syracuse, New York; and Bernhards Bay, New York,
and finally located near Wolcott, Wayne County, New
York, where he devoted himself to some extent to
'

'

:

'

farming

'

He was a
death, April 6, 1915.
and one of the good and publicof his community, a faithful member of

until

republican

his

all his life

men

his

spirited

while living at that place, in 1862, enlisted in the
One Hundred and Eleventh Regiment, New York Vol-

the Methodist Episcopal Church, and popular among
his fellow-members of tlie Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. Mr. Lutes was married at Clyde, New York,
to Miss Mary Sehindler, who was born in 1850 at that
place and died there in 1880, and they became the
parents of five children J. H., who is a traveling s.ilesman with headquarters at Cedar Rapids, Iowa; C. F.,
of this notice; Helen, who is the wife of O. V. Strickler,
of New York CHty, a well known Christian Science
teacher and lecturer; Franklin, who died at the age
Arthur
of two years, and Arthur M., of Fredonia.
M. Lutes was born August 12, 1878, at Bernliards
Bay, New York, and received his education in the
public schools of Clyde and Wolcott, in that state.
:
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Hp atteudca the Wolcott High School iu 1896, and at
that tiiiio leanii'd the trade of glass iiittiii{». a vocation which he followed at Coviiif;ton. ri'iiiisylvaiiia;
and at Mount Jewett, Kane, Hazelhiirst and Bradford,
ill
that state.
He liecanie a resident of Kansas in
1902, in which year he settled at Fredonia, where he
was made sujierintcnilent of the cutting department
In 1907
of the Fredonia Window Cilass Conijiany.
he ensaged in the general builders supjdy business,
at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and continued there
until 1914, at that time going to Kochester, New
York, where he carried on the weather-stripping busiIn 1915 he returneil to Fredonia, and here again
ness.
accepted the superinlendency of the cutting department of the Fredonia Window Glass Company, a
He is a stanch rcjiubliposition which he now holds.
can, a member of the Presbyterian Church, and a
Mason and Modern Woodman as to fraternal connecIn I90U, at Red Creek, New York, he was martion.
ried to (irace Warner, daughter of Truman and
Francena (Howell) Warner, resiiients of Hed Creek,
"

where Mr. Warner is engaged in farming. Mr. and
Mrs. Lutes have one daughter Geraldine, born August
1911.
After the death of his first wife, F. W.
->,
Lutes was married to Miss Maria (iriffin, who survives
To this union
hini and resides at Wolcott, New York.
there were born three children, as follows:
Harry,
who is a glasscutter and resides at Fredonia; Florence,
who is the wife of Lemon Olmstead, a merchant of
Fredonia; and Freil, who is a glasscutter by occupation and now a resident of Fredonia.
C. F. Lutes was educated in the public schools of
Clyde, New York, and was only fifteen years of age
when he began to learn the trade of glass making.
He learned the trade from his father and brother who
were also in the glass business, and was obliged to
serve a three years' apprenticeship without jiay. That

—

apprenticeship was in learning the first steji in the
This is descrihcil technically as ''gatherbusiness.

ing," it being very necessary that tlic workman shall
Two years
learn to gather before he learns to blow.
later Mr. Lutes learned to blow, and worked at
Clyde, New York, and Wellsboro and Smithport,
Pennsylvania, and in tlie year 1892 went into business
as a manufacturer at Covington, Pennsylvania.
Window glass workmen are very strongly organized,
and have been for many years. The organization is
so strictly maintained that outsiders are practically
unable to learn the trade. The only ones allowed 'o
Thus a father can
learn are very strictly limited.
teach a son or a brother teach a brother, and this
tends to keep the followers of the trade largely in
family line, as was true of some of the ancient workmen 's guilils. Mr. Lutes' ancestors were in the glass
business as far back as he has any record.
It is also
a matter that many jieople will learn with sur|irise that
window glass blowers arc the highest jiaid skillol labor
in the fiiited States.
Their wages will average about
$12 ])er day and some have been known to make as
high as ijsfiOO or .'^700 per month.
Mr. Lutes came to Kansas in 1904 as president and
general manager of the Fredonia Window Glass ComAs this is the largest concern of its kind in
pany.
Kansas, some of the more important facts concerning
the inilustry may appropriately be considereil in this
sketch.

Ground was broken for the glass )dant at Fredonia
on .Inly 9, 1904. The first window glass was made
December 24, 1904. The Caney plant started a
Fredonia jdant is
couple of years Inter. The
described as a 48-blower capacity, employing 48
blowers, 48 gatherers, 48 snappers, 12 flatteners and
16 cutters, these with other employes making about

300 men. The production of this plant is over 5,000
boxes of window glass per week, each mercantile box
The Caney ]dant is
contiiining fifty square feet.
what is termed as a 30-blower capacity, requiring 30
blowers, 30 gatherers, 30 snappers, 10 cutters and 9
llatteners.

In the milking of window gla.ss a large furnace or
tank is required. The materials used in the building
of such a furnace incluije the very best fire clay to be
had, most of which is imported from Germany. During the last few years the Fredonia Company has
been mixing this German clay with a clay obtained
in Missouri.
The walls of the furnace are sixteen
inches thick.
That is, the size of the blocks used in
building up the walls is each 12 by 16 by 24 inches.
The tops of the furnace are made of silica brick,
each brick 2 by 16 by 12. After the furnace is constructed it is filled with large quantities of broken
" It reglass, called by the trade name "cullet.
(juires 700 tons to fill such a furnace as that at Fredonia.
This broken glass is fused by intense heat.
This steji is necessary in order to preserve the fire
lay blocks, the molten glass forms a glazing over the
blocks and ]preserves them, whereas had raw material
been introduced at first the molten mass would have
eaten into the fire clay and honeycombed them so they
would last only two or three weeks.
The raw materials used in making window glass
consists of sand, crushed limestone, sulphate of soda,
commonly known as salt cake, soda ash and carbon.
The proportions vary some umlcr <lifferent atmosFor the blowing of the large glass natural
pheres.
gas is used for fuel. In a plant of the size of that
at Fredonia about 1,500,000 cubic feet per day are
1

All window glass is first
required.
der, then being cracked open from

made

into a cylin-

end to end. Kach
cylinder then reheated in what is termed as a llattening oven ami flattened out on large Hat fire clay stones.
While the heat reqnirerl for the melting of the raw
material is between 2,800 and .•!,200° Fahrenheit, the
heat required in the flattening process is from 1,400°
to 1,600° Fahrenheit.
After the glass is flattened it
goes through annealing lehrs then comes out into the
cutting room, where it is assorted and cut with a

diamond.
Mr. Lutes

is authority for the statement that the
glass made west of the Mississippi River was at
Fort Scott, Kansas, in the year 188889.
That plant,
which was financed by' local capital, existed a very
short time, only part of one year.
Mr. Lutes has
been very successful in the glass business in Kansas,
is
and it
no small tribute to his energy and experience
that the Fredonia jilant has been making money
while many other similar plants have failed.
In 1911
there were eleven window- glass i>lants in Kansas.
At
the jiresent time there are only three.
.Some of them
failed com]dctely, and others were obliged to move
away on account of the fuel situation. Besides the
plants at Fredonia and Caney there was a thinl plant,
first

of which Mr. Lutes was president and general manager
until 1914, locateil at Okmulgee, Oklahoma.
This was
a machine plant with 150blower cap.ieity.
Mr. Lutes is a rejiublican in his political views, and
while he has not cared for public office has always
i'.apably anil faithfully performed the liuties jiertain-

He is fraternally afliliateil
ing to good citizenshi)).
with Constellation Lodge No. 95, Ancient Free and
.\ccepted Ma.sons, the Benevolent and ]*rotective
Order of Elks and the Commercial Club. He holds
stock in the Wilson County Bank of Fredonia, and is
generally recognized as one of the substantial men
of the city.
As a realty holder he owns a number
of valualile properties at and about Fredonia, which
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include a residence one mile south of the town, an
of the city limits
eighty-acre farm IVi miles south
and i'our dwellings at Fredouia, one of which is situated at the corner of Washington and Eiglith streets,
one at the corner of Eighth and Madison streets, one
on Fifteenth Street and one on Eighth Street. In
business and social circles Mr. Lutes jiossesses an
His career is one worthy of
excellent reputation.
front through
emulation, since he won his way to the
the medium of his own effort and througli honorable
and straightforward dealing with his fellow men.
In passing something should be said of his fine rural
It is one mile
or suburban residence at Fredouia.
south of the town on what is called the Cement Roa.d.
It comprises a twenty-five acre farm with all modern
no greater pleasimprovements. Mr. Lutes has found
ure in business success than in using his profits for
He lias installed an
the development of this home.
individual electric plant, consisting of storage batteries, and capalde of furnishing sixty lights per
In digging a well he was fortunate in striking
night.
an abundance of water, which is pumped into a large
tank and is sufficient to irrigate the entire place.
There is a complete water system in the house, a
vacuiun and sweeping system has been installed, and
the liome also has its own sewerage system with septic
About five acres of the land is developed to
tank.
orchard and grapes. As a small farm it is operated
with the last word of efficiency. Mr. Lutes keeps fine
grade horses, cows, hogs and chickens, and he uses a
Mention has already been
tractor for his plowing.
made of the well which supplies an abundance of water
In digging this Well the bore penefor all purposes.
trated a stratum of pure glass sand .or silica, and
seventeen carloads were taken from that stratum for
the manufacture of glass.
Mr. Lutes' family consists of one daugliter, Clara,
who was born Marcli 7, 1899, to his first marriage; and
Mr. Lutes was
his wife and step-sou, Donald Ritchie.
married in April, 191.5, to Mrs. Catherine (Llewellyn)
Ritchie of Fredouia.
They were married at Wichita.
Mrs. Lut^s takes as much pride as her husl)and in their
the
beautifully appointed home and assumes many of
"details connected with the management of
practical
the farm.

Fred L. Stone. One of the first men to strike a
the present City
pick into the mineral deposits around
of Galena in Clierokee County was the late Joseph
T. Stone, whose experiences in that new mining field
began nearly forty years ago. His son Fred L. Stone
has spent tlie greater part of his active career in
and around mines, beginning as a miner and later
developing a business of his own, and is now one of
the leading mine operators and business men of
Galena.
This is a family that has been in America since
The Stones were English people who
colonial days.
came to America and settled in New Jersey. Fred
Stone's grandfather, Lewis Stone, was born in New
was
Jersey, went to Kentucky early in life, where he
a farmer and blacksmith, and he enlisted from that
state and saw service throughout the period of the
Mexican War during the '40s. His death occurred in
Barren County, Kentucky, before Fred Stone was
born.
Joseph T. Stone, above mentioned, was born in
Barren County, Kentucky, in 1847, and in 18.52 he
was taken by his parents to Southern Missouri.
Though a small boy at the time he enlisted in 1862
at Springfield, Missouri, in the Eighth Missouri
Volunteer Cavalry, and was in service three yenrs,
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twenty-one days. He was in the campaigns at Wilson
Creek, Neosho, Springfield, Missouri, on Bear Creek,
was taken a prisoner of war, and escaped from Baxter Springs, Kansas, just a few hours before Blount's
Guard arrived at Fort Baxter. For a year or so
after the war Joseph Stone made his living chiefly
by hauling corn meal from Fort Baxter to Granby,
Missouri, with an ox team. He then became a miner
and followed that occupation the rest of his life. As
already mentioned he was one of the first miners at
(Jalena, arriving there ami beginuiug work in the fall
of 1878. He died at Galena May 12, 1892. He was
a republican and a member of the Baptist Church.
His wife, Emma E. Williams, was born in Kentucky
Their four
in 1846 and died in Galena in 1894.
children were: Fred L. Stone, who was born at
Granby, Missouri, May 14, 1867; Lnla, wife of S. P.
Anthony, a contractor at Webb City, Missouri; Oliver
R., a blacksmith at Galena; and Bettie D., who is
unmarried and lives at Aurora, Missouri.
Fred L. Stone has lived in Galena since he was
He attended the local
ten or eleven years of age.
schools, but left his books and studies at the age of
seventeen to find regular employment in the mines.

He

also learneil the trade of machinist,

and

is

now

head of the firm of Stone & Pinson, operating a general machine shop at 20.'!-205 East Seventh Street in
Galena.
In 1901

Mr. Stone became an independent mine
is now operating a mine a mile out of
He is also sole
Galena on West Seventh Street.
owner and proiirietor of the Black Hill Mining Com])any, engaged in the production of lead and zinc.
Besides the ownership of considerable mineral lands,
Mr. Stone has an attractive residence at 617 East
Seventh Street.
He is a republican, has served on the city council
two years, is affiliated with Galena Lodge No. 195
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Galena Camp
No. 804, Modern Woodmen of America, and the
Sons and Daughters of Justice. He is a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church and of the Community Club at Galena.
On June 25, 1890, at Galena, he married Miss
Mary A. Dickey, daughter of George W. and Mahala
Her parents came from Indiana,
(Fis'k)
Dickey.
both are now deceased, her father having been a
farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Stone have two children: Fred
T., who is a graduate of the Galena High School,
spent one year in Baker University, and is now a mail
carrier living at home with his parents; and Martha
operator, and

.

L.,

who

is

still

pursuing her education

in the schools

of Galena.

Joseph C. Merritt, chairman of the board of
directors of the First National Bank of Chanute,
the largest financial institution in Neosho County,
He came to lola in 1871,
is
a pioneer Kansan.
and for a number of years was engaged in the cattlo
business.
His home has been in Chanute since 1878. For
more than thirty years, until he sold out in 1909,
Mr. Merritt conducted a hardware store at the corAs successner of East Main and Harlan Avenue.
ful merchant, it was only natural that he should
jiarticipate in othet business affairs in the city, and
lie
early became identified as a director with the
First National Bank, served as its president five
years, and since 1912 has been president of its board
The other officers of this bank are:
of directors.
A. N. Allen, president; D. N. Kennedy, vice presiThe bank has a capital
dent; W. F. Allen, cashier.
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For twentyof $100,000 and a surplus of $20,000.
five years the modern bank buildiuj; has stood at the
corner of East Main Street and Lincoln Avenue.
The Merritt family from which Joseph C. Merritt
is descended came over from Kiifjland to New York
His father, Jose|)h Merritt, was
in Colonial days.
born in New York State, in 1781, spent most of his
life on a farm in Putnam County, New Y'ork, and
He was
died at Patterson in that county in 1854.
He married
a member of the Presbyterian faith.
Esther Dean, who was born in New York State in
1818 and died at Patterson, New York, in 189tj.
Joseph C. is one of the two children living, his
brother, James A., still occupying the old homestead

Putnam Comity, New Y'ork, where lie was born
and reared.
Joseph C. Merritt was born in Dutchess County,
New York, January 22, 1839, was educated in the
public schools of Putnam County, and spent the first
in

life on his father's farm.
the farm to engage in the lumVer and coal
business, and also branched out as a dealer in feed

twenty-two years of his

He

left

occupied him in his home
to Kansas.
Outside of business he has given considerable time
to the public welfare of Chanute.
Politically he is
He has sat in the city
classed as an independent.
council and also as mayor of tlie city, and during
his term as mayor the municipal government was
changed from a third to a second-class city. He is
affiliated with Cedar Lodge No. 103, Ancient Free

and grain.

These

state until 1871,

lines

when he came

and Accepted Masons, Chanute Cliapter No. 21,
Royal Arch Masons, the Ancient Order of United
Workmen, and the Modern Woodmen of America.
His home is at 427 South Highland avenue.

December

3,

1863, in

Putnam County, New

Y'ork,

Mr. Merritt married Miss Caroline L. ITolmcs. She
died in August, 1869, leaving one child, Grace L.,
wife of George T. Davis, who is a hardware merchant at O-anute. On July 1, 1875, at lola, Kansas,
Mr. Merritt married Mary E. Davis, daughter of
H. W. Davis, now deceased, who was a hardware
merchant.

WiLLiASf George Jack, M. D.

Though born and

reared on a farm and spending moot of 'lis enrlv years
in the vicinity of Chautauqua, W'U'am G. .Tack had nn
earlv amh't'on for a professional career and gratified
it after a thoroueh course in collep'es and cl'nics nnd for
the past fifteen years has successfully practiced as a
physician and surgeon at Chautauqua. He is regarded
as one of the best informed physicians and most skillful surt^eons in this section of the state.
A resident of Chautauqua County since he was n'ne
year"" of aee. W'lliam George .Tack wns born in Des
Moines. Town. .Tulv 24, 1874. His father A. J. Jack
was born in Scotland in 1831, and in 1833 was broueht
to America by his parents who settled near Coshocton,
Ohio. In that Ohio community he grew un and married, and becoming a carpenter and builder followed
that trade in both Ohio and Iowa.
Tn 1883 he came
to Kansas and wns one of the earliest contractors and
builders in the Town of Chaut.auqua. For a number
of years he also conducted a lumber yard and hardware
business in th.Tt town, but giving up' his commercial
actiyit-es be ret'red in 1903 to his farm a mile northwest of Chautauqua, where he now lives.
He is
eighty-five years of ace and has had a long and useful
career.
Durn? tlie Civil war he served as a member
of the Iowa State Guards. He is a republican, ha\'ing
become affiliated with that party when it was first
His church is the Presbyterian.
The
organized.

maiden name of his wife was Julia A. Young, and
slie was born in Ohio in 1843 and is now seventyTheir children were:
Dora M.,
three years of age.
who died at El Keno, Oklahoma, at the age of fortylive and was at that time president of the Women's
Cliristian Temperance Union of Oklahoma; she married C. A. Cleveland, who was a merchant at Anadarko,
Oklahoma. Sadie B. is the wife of J. M. Chittenden,
and they reside on their farm on Coon Creek 2%
miles west of Chautauqua.
Belle is an invalid and
A. J. Jack, Jr., is a farmer a
lives with her parents.
half mile north of Chautauqua.
Doctor Jack, the youngest of his parents' children,
attended the public schools of Chautauqua, and gained
the e(iuivalent of a modern high school education. At
the age of nineteen he left school and for a time was
employed in his father 's lumber business. He studied
medicine in the Kansas City Medical College at Kansas City, Missouri, and was graduated from there with
the class of 1900 and the degree M. D. He has since
taken much post graduate work in the clinics and
lios)iitals of Kansas City, at the hospitals in Chicago,
at the Chicago Policlinic and has also attended the

Surgical Congress in Chicago.
In 1899, the year before his graduation, he was
licensed to practice and opened his office in Chautauqua, where he has since centered his practice with the
His offices
exception of one year spent at Sedan.
are on Main Street, and he owns the building in
which his office is located, and he also has a comfortable residence in the west central part of town.
Doctor Jack served one year as health officer of
Chautauqua County, as coroner four years, and is now
He is a live and
a member of -the school board.
energetic citizen and has always made the best interHe is a member of the
ests of the town his own.
County and State Medical societies, the Medical Association of the Southwest and the American Medical
Doctor
-Association.
Politically he is a republican.
.Tack takes much interest in Masonry, being affiliated
with Vesper Lodge No. 136 Ancient Free and Accepted Masons at Sedan, with Wichita Consistory No.
2 of the Scottish Rite, and with Midian Temple of the
Mystic Shrine at Wichita. .A.mong other interests he
is a member of the Chautauqua State Bank.
On November 5, 1906, at Kansas City, Missouri,
Doctor Jack married Miss Ermie L. Lemmon, daughter of W. F. and Mattie (Crockett) Lemmon, who are
now living near Peru, Kansas. Her father is an oil
Doctor and Mrs. Jack have two children:
producer.

George, born

March

5,

August

31,

1908;

and Pauline,

bom

1910.

William Geiser.

An

illustration

impressive

of

what may be accomplished through industry, sobriety
and iiersistent endeavor is furnished in the career
of WUliam Geiser, one of the well known oil producers of the Mid-Continent field and the directing
head of the Geiser & Bogue Machine Shops at NeoWithout aid and relying solely upon his own
dcsha.
inherent energy, perseverance and sdund judgment, he
has worked his way upward from the very bottom of
the ladder, and has built up a business that is highly
creditable to himself and the community of which he
While he has been so doing,
is a worthy member.
Mr. Geiser has not been unmindful of the needs of
the community, for on v-arious occasions he has contributed cheerfully of his time and abilities to the
furtherance of civic welfare movements, and in positions of trust has rendered services to the city of his
adoption that have been of incalculable value.
Mr. Geiser was bora at Sasbachwalden, Baden,
'
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Gfrmaiiy, May 23, 1847. His father died when he was
stiU a small child, and when he was seven years old
he was brought to the United States by his mother,

Mrs. Helena Geiser, who was born in Germany and
died at York, Pennsylvania, in 1886. William was
the youngest of three children, the others being:
Mary, deceased, who was the wife of the late Henry
Schum of York, Pennsylvania; and Anthony, who
still resides in that city and is now retired from active
pursuits.

The family was in very modest circumstances, but
the mother bravely endeavored to give her children
the advantages of an education, and William was first
sent to the public schools of Baltimore, Maryland,
where the family settled on its arrival, and later to
He was still little
the York, Pennsylvania, schools.
more than a lad, just entering upon his "teens" when
the Civil war broke out, and he at once began importuning his mother to allow him to enlist. She would
not listen to his appeals, and when he was only between
fourteen and fifteen years of age he ran away from
home, left his studies, and, being large for his age,
succeeded in being accepted as a soldier of the Third
Regiment, Maryland Volunteer Infantry, March 30,
W^ith this organization the youth bravely with18(52.

stood the rigors of army life, army discipline and
army experience. With it he took part in the long
and dreary marches, the innumerable skirmishes, the
that
patrols and sentry duty, and the thousand things
His battles were
try the body and mind of the soldier.
numerous and included some of the most important
fought during the entire war, on the list appearing
such formidable and sinister names as Wilderness,

Cold
Spottsylvania Court House, Cedar Mountain,
Harbor, North Anna, Weldon Railroad and Poplar
Grove Church. He was present at the siege of Petersburg, and one of those who took part in the charge
when the beleaguered city 's fortifications were blown
was
up, July 30, 1864, and in all his engagements
always at his post of duty and gave a good account
of himself as a brave and valiant soldier. He was
mustered out of the service July 31, 1865.
Mr. Geiser, leaving home a boy, returned a man,
hardened, experienced and with a spirit of self-reliance gained on many fields of battle where he had
been compelled to test his strength against that of
those who faced him. In search for employment he
accepted a position with a railroad at York, Pennsylvania, but soon decided that this was not the field for
him to win success in, and after nine days left and
oil fields.
Necessarily he began life in
business in the humblest capacity, but as he
learned more and more of the business he received
succeeding promotions, and finally became a contractor
and later a producer. He followed the industry in
the Venango and Clarion County fields in Pennsylvania
until 1895, when he came to is^eodcsha, Kansas, and
here he has since been engaged, being known as one of

went to the
this

most prominent operators and producers here.
Mr. Geiser sold the first oil to the Standard Oil
Company from this field, to the fuel department of
Chicago, that went to the Bolt and Nut Works, Kansas City, Missouri, this being sold by the William.
Geiser Oil Company, of which he was the sole owner.
He now has productions north of Neodesha. Formerly
Mr. Geiser was interested in the State Oil and Gas

the

Company, the Union

Oil

Company, Ewers & Company,

(sole owner) , Alnieda Oil Company
Oil Company, having been the organizer
of all of these companies with the exception of the
Almeda. Mr. Geiser disposed of all his interests in
these companies in 1913. In 1910 he established the
Geiser & Bogue Machine Shops, situated on Main and
Vol IV— 81

Geiser Oil

Company

and Pen-Mar
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streets, Neodesha, in which he owns a threequarters interest, in addition to being the owner of
This concern manufactures
the adjoining property.
a patent oil barrel for the oil fields, known as the
which has a large sale in
Geiser Working Barrel,
The business has
the Mid-Continent and other fields.
grown extensively during recent years, and the company has a recognized place among business establishments of Neodesha.
Mr. Geiser is a republican and has long been
prominent in the councils of his party. At various
times he has been called upon to fiU offices of public
trust, and while a resident of Peru, Kansas, served
In 1909 he was
as mayor of that city for two terms.
elected mayor of Neodesha, and his first term was so
acceptable to the people that he received an unanimous
nomination for a second term and was duly elected.
After five years of worthy service, in 1914 he resigned,
his business interests demanding his undivided attenWhen Mr. Geiser first took up the reins of
tion.
office the city, through poor administration of its
His business acumen
affairs, was heavily in debt.
and energy not only enabled him to liquidate this indebtedness, but to secure funds for the installation of
numerous improvements, in the way of paving, light-

Ninth

'

'

'

ing,

new

schools, etc.

'

His interest in

his

community

has been steadfast and has been substantial in form.
Mr. Geiser is a member of the Roman Catholic Church.
He is the owner of a residence at Indiana and Eighth
Street, but makes his home at the Brown Hotel.
In 1872, at Oil City, Pennsylvania, Mr. Geiser was
married to Miss Kate Wilson, who died in 1905, at
Columbus, Ohio. In 1905 Mr. Geiser was again married, at Neodesha, Kansas, to Miss Vada Harrison of
this city.
They have no children.
i

Andrew

Though vice president of the
First National Bank of Kansas City, Missouri, Mr.
Jobes still has his home in Kansas and has been
C. Jobes.

a resident of the state for thirty-two years. Throughout that time he has been an active factor in banking, and made his reputation which preceded him
to the metropolitan district of Kansas City at Wichita, where he assisted in building up one of the
largest and strongest banks of Southern Kansas.

Like

many men who have gained prominence

in

the financial world Mr. Jobes was born in a home
of comparative poverty, and was reared close to
the simple realities of life, finding some encouragement outside and much more within himself to
make the best of his opportunities. He was born
•at Damascus in Mahoning County, Ohio, April 21,
1857, youngest of the .four children of Andrew and
Mary (French) Jobes. Both parents were natives
of Ohio, and the grandfather, Louis Jobes, was a
native of New York State, his wife having come
from Ireland about ISOl. Andrew Jobes, Sr., was a*
He died just sixty days
cabinet maker by trade.
That
after the birth of his youngest son Andrew.
The
left the widowed mother and four children.
two oldest sons, William and Charles, were respecThe town where
tively eight and four years of age.
Mr. Jobes was born was the center of a Quaker

community and a Quaker Academy was maintained
In order to support her little family the
widowed mother for some years boarded the stuThe sons as they attained
dents in the academy.
sufficient age and strength did their share by working
on farms in the community and attending school
in town as opportunity offered.
By much self
sacrifice and hard work they finished the course of

there.
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Academy and Andrew

the Quaker

C. Jobes

graduated

there.

He went to Philadelphia in 1876, when nineteen
Exhibition was
years of age. The great Centennial
that
Through the
at
held
year.
Philadelphia
being
influence of hia uncle, O. C. French, of Mississippi
he secured a position in the transportation department of the Centennial, and while there he learned
he worked with
telegraphy. As a telegraph ojierator
the Pennsylvania Ruihvav at PhUadelphia from Nothe meantime
vember, 1876, to November, 1878. In
his brother, Charles S., had gone south and for four
vears had conducted a private bank at Kosciusko,
Andrew ,ioined him there late in 1878
Mississippi.
and became the cashier of the bank.
On June 22. 1881, he married Miss Florence Colenative of
man, of Kosciusko, Mississippi, but a
After his marriage Mr.
Charleston, South Carolina.
Jobes bought the private bank from his brother and

continued its operation under his control until 1885.
In the meantime he also organized and built a teleto Lexington,
graph line extending from Kosciusko
He sold these business interests in the
Mississippi.
fall of 1884.
HamActing on the advice of the late Frank
mond Mr. Jobes came to Kansas. At that time
the town of Attica in Harper County was the
terminus of the Southern Kansas Di\-ision of the

Santa

Fe.

and managed
left

that

to

Locating there Mr. Jobes organized
He
until 1887 the Attica State Bank.

become

vice

president

of

the

Kansas

National Bank of Wichita, subsequently acquired a
in its
controlling interest and was the chief factor
management until he sold out in 1895. In June,
of Commerce in
1896, Mr. Jobes organized the Bank
In January, 1889, this was made the NaWichita.
tional Bank of Comm"erce, and for a number of years
has ranked as one of the largest and strongest banksection of the
ing houses of Wichita and in that
Mr. Jobes continued as president of the Nastate.
tional Bank of Commerce until January, 1908, when
he severed his connection to remove to Kansas City,
Missouri, and became vice president of the First
National Bank.
In August, 1898, Mr, Jobes was elected a directorof the Santa Fe Railway Company to succeed the
late Governor Osborn, and has been a director in
He is a director of the
the Santa Fe ever since.
Citizens National Bank of Fort Scott, has been a
shareholder in the Farmers State Bank of Wellington
since its organization in 1891; in 191.5 organized the
Satanta State Bank of Satanta, Kansas, and in
1915 organized the Elkhart State Bank of Elkhart,
Mr. Jobes
Kansas, of which he is vice president.
as
is
financially interested in Kansas agriculture
the owner of lands in the western part of the state
"and a large farm of 6.(4 acres south of Lawrence.
After his removal to Kansas City, Missouri, he
bought 5' J acres in Mission Township of Johnson
County, Kansas. He has develo]i(il that as a beautiful country home, with a modern dwelling, and
located at what is known as Mission Hills,
it
is
one of the most attractive resilience suburbs around
Mr. Jobes is a stanch repubKan.sn.s City, Mis.souri.
lican and has remained loyal to the party through
all the various influences which have sought to disrupt its organization. Office has never attracted him.
He is also a director of the Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company, and is a Scottish Rite Mason,
a member of the Consistory No. 2 at Wichita, is a
Knight of Pythias, l)elongs to the Kansas City Country CTub. the Blue Hills Golf Club, the Kansas City

Club, the Wichita Commercial Club and the Chamber
He has
of Commerce of Kansas City, Missouri.
his wife
given liberally to church and charity and
is a Presbyterian and his children are members of
Mr. and Mrs. Jobes have
the Episcopal Church.
tliree daughters.
Hey is the wife of Walter S. Hoyt,

Mr. and Mrs.
oil and gas operator at Wichita.
Hovt have two children, Walter Stiles and Andrew

an

Alice Camilla Jobes, the second daughter,
Jobes.
has developed rare talent as a violinist. Frances M.
Jobes is now a student in the Kansas University.

James S. Adam has been a prominent factor in
business affairs at Dunlap for the jjast fifteen years,
and is regarded as the banker of the village.
He was born in KirkenteUoch, Scotland, March
The
12, 1870, a son of William and Mary Adam.
father was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1832, and
in
brought his family to America in 1880, settling
From there he removed to
White City, Kansas.
his death,
Parkerville', in 1894, and lived there until
He was a farmer and stockman. Ten
in 1896.
S.
years old when brought to this country, James
Adam had his early training in the schools of Scotfarm in
land, and then grew up on his father's
Kansas until he was about eighteen. His first ambition was for railroad work, and becoming an operator he was stationed at various points along the line
of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway, both in
Oklahoma and Kansas. Since 1902 his home has been
at Dunlap, where at first he was active as a merchant and is still largely interested in the leading
In 1905 "he took the executive post
general store.
of cashier in the Dunlap Farmers Bank and has since
successfully managed the affairs of this institution.
Mr. Adam is a democrat and is affiliated with the
of
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights
of America, the AnPythias, the Modern Woodmen
cient Order of United Workmen, and belongs to the
Kansas State Bankers' Associations and the AmeriHe is a trustee and
can Bankers' Association.
steward in the Methodist Church.
In 1894, In Council Grove, Kansas, Mr. Adam
married Miss Annie Farmer.

Mrs. J. S.

Adam

is

a

leader in church and social affairs at Dunlap, is a
member of the Twentieth Century Qub and of the
Fraternal Aid, and is active in the Sunday school of
the Methodist Church, in which Mr. Adam teaches the
Young Men's Bible Class.

Mrs. Adam was born in White City, Kansas, and
attended the grammar and high schools there and
one year as a teacher.
jirior to her marriage spent
Her father, R. M. Farmer, was born in Devonto White City,
shire, England, in 1850, and came
in
Kansas, in 1870, being one of the early settlers
After farming for a number of
that community.
lives retired
years he became a merchant, and now
He is a prohibitionist and a member
in White City.
R. M. Farmer marof the Congregational Church.
ried Eliza Wallis, who was born in Devonshire in
Their children are: Mary, widow of H. S.
1851.
•

Baer who was a
White City; Mrs.

ilruggist, and
J. S. Adam;

she

now

resides

at

George, a traveliug
salesman with home at White City; Samuel, also a
traveling s-alesman at Belleville, Kansas.
Mr. and Mrs. Adam have some extensive farming and ranching interests in Lyon County, owning
three farms aggregating about 1,400 acres, besides
their resilience at Dunlap and their interest in the
On their farms they have raised congeneral store.
siderable blooded stock.
Their children are six in number: Mary Edna, who
has finished the course in the high school at Dunlap
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and has also taken courses in music and still lives at
home; Robert Edward, assistant cashier in the Farmers Bank
James Dale, a sophomore in the Dunlap
High School; Marjorie Maude a freshman in the
high school; Wallace William, in the seventh grade,
and Frank Farmer, iu the sixth grade.
;

William W. Rose has been practicing his profession as architect in the metropolitan district of Kansas City for thirty years. Without question he ranks
as one of the ablest men both in the artistic and
Mr. Rose has
practical branches of his profession.
also been prominently identified with ci^e affairs,
and is well remembered as mayor of Kansas City,
Kansas, during a very critical period of municipal
affairs.
He is now head of the architectural firm of
Rose & Peterson, with oflBees in the Barker Building.
He was bora at Oyster Bay, Long Island, New
York, March 12, 186-1, second "of the three children
of George Bruce and Charlotte N. (Warren) Rose.
His father was a native of Jefferson County and
his mother of St. Lawrence County, New York, the
former born August 24, 1827, and "the latter July 9,
18.10.
George B. Rose was of Scotch descent and
spent forty years in the milling business, chiefly at
Ogdensburg, New York. He died in 1887 and" his
wife in 1904.
He was a republican, a member of
the Masonic Order, and he and his wife were active
in the Congregational Church.
William W. Rose had a good home environment as
a boy and attended the common schools and the
Ogdensburg University. His inclinations and early
talents were in the direction of architecture, and he
gained his first training with G. A. Schellinger at
He afterwards went with Mr. SchelOgdensburg.
linger to New York City and remained in his otfiee
for about five years. With this thorough ex)ierience
Mr. Rose entered independent practice in 1885 at
Birmingham, Alabama, where he soon won three contracts in competition with leading architects of the
state.
Though this was a promising beginning, he
was not entirely satisfied with the South as a professional location, and in 1886 came to Kansas City,
Missouri, and for ten years was associated in practice with .lames Oliver Hogg.
They maintained ofliees
both in Kansas City, Missouri, and Kansas City, KanIn 1896 Mr. Rose withdrew from the firm, and
sas.
since then has concentrated his time and attention on
the business in Kansas City, Kansas.
Since December, 1909, he has been associated in practice with
David B. Peterson under the name Rose & Peterson.
In Kansas City and elsewhere many splendid buildHe
ings attest the architectural skill of Mr. Rose.
was architect of the City Hall, the Carnegie Library,
the High School Building, the Masonic Temple and
many of the finest homes of Kansas City, and has
also drawm the plans for and supervised the construction of various public and private structures

throughout the country.
Outside of his profession Mr. Rose has shown a
practical energy and a common sense attitude towards
public affairs which have won him a large and loyal
following and has made him a leader properly credited
with much of the material advancement of Kansas
In 1897 he was democratic nominee
City. Kansas.
for the office of mayor. In the spring of 190.5 he was
elected mayor of the city by more than 800 votes
over his opponent. While mayor Mr. Rose took practical steps in the camjiaign which eventually brought
both the city waterworks and the cit^- lighting plant
under municipal ownership and operation. But the

main feature of

his administration was the problem
of enforcing the state laws with regard to the restric-
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tion of the liquor traffic.
These state laws had been
Kansas
practically violated in all preceding years.
City, Kansas, had a "wide open town" in spite of
the Kansas prohibitory laws.
Mayor Rose's contribution to the problem was his refusal to accept an

on the ambiguous and hypocritical principles of
quietly conniving at conditions which he felt powerless to prevent.
At the beginning of his term he
announced his open decision not to atempt the enforcement of the law which if carried out would deprive
the city of a large part of its revenues and at best
effect only a partial restriction of the liquor traflSc.
The Kansas Supreme Court soon afterwards issued an
injunction prohibiting Mr. Rose from serving as
mayor. Three days before the injunction was served
Mr. Rose resigned. He at once became a candidate
for re-election despite the injunction.
That he had
the support of the majority of the citizens is proved
by the fact that he was given 1,600 plurality over
opposing candidates. Again he was enjoined by the
Kansas Sujireme Court from administering the office
of mayor, Init he presided over the city council and
was fined .$1,000 seemingly for having been re-elected.
After serving as mayor, during 1906 and nine months
in 1907, he resigned.
few months later he again
office

A

became a candidate, but was defeated by less than
600 votes, due to the power and influence of the
water company.
Thus he was a candidate for the
office three times himself and once by proxy in less
than two years, and it is said for a parallel to his
case it is necessary to go back more than 100 years
to Edward Wright, a member of Parliament in England.

Mr. Rose was also nominated iu a democratic convention at Lawrence as congressman for the Second
He was
District, but declined to make the race.
unsuccessful candidate for state senator in 1916.
Mr. Rose and his firm have been architects for the
Kansas City, Kansas, school board for many years.
Throughout his career his course has been characterized by an ability to fight hard for whatever he
believes to be right and for the best interests of
the community.
Fraternally he is a Scottish Rite
Mason and a Shriner, is past master of Wyandotte
Lodge No. .", Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons, and
belongs to Kansas City Lodge No. 440, Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks. In the Scottish Rite
he was venerable master of the Lodge of Perfection.
In 1912 Mr. Rose served as president and director
of the Mercantile Club and has also been director of
the Rotary Club.
He was married November 14. 1888, to Miss Clara
D. Grandv.
Mrs. Rose was born in St. Lawrence
County, New York, daughter of .John L and Arvilla
Mr. and Mrs. Rose have two chilIfrs. H. S. Gille, Jr., of Kansas
City, Kansas: and Spencer' G., who is pursuing archiCGibbs")

Grandy.

dren: Paulino,
tectural
Louis.

now

studies

in

Washington University at

St.

Floyd C. Flory is postmaster of Grenola. He is
also widely known among the newspaper profession in
Kansas, and gave up his duties as editor of the Grenola
Leader to accept his present office.
Mr. Florv is a native of Kansas, and the family
have lived in this state for many years.
Fred C. Flory, a well known citizen of Howard,
Kansas, and father of the Grenola postmaster, was
born in Iowa in December, 1858. He grew up in that
state, came to Kansas when a young man, his first
home being at Independence, and he soon afterward
became editor of the paper at Longton. He was married near Independence, and then removed to Greelej
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Couuty, Kausas, taking up a homestead of 160 acres.
While living in Greeley County he served as postmaster.
He afterward resumed the newspaper and
.job printing business at Pueblo, Colorado, but in
\li'Jo located at Howard, Kansas, where he has since
been editor of the Elk County Citizen. He is an active
democrat, is a member and elder in the Presbyterian
Church, and has served on both the democratic state
and county central committcos. Fred C. Flory married Julia A. White, who was bom in Illinois in 1861.
Their children arc: Tom, who is editor of the Gridley
Light, at Gridley, Kansas; Floyd C. Mabel, wife of
Carl ZcUer of Kansas City, Missouri; Ruth, who lives
with her parents and is teacher of domestic science
;

in the

Howard

public schools; Allen,

who

assists his

in the newspaper business; and Ebbert, a
farmer at Howard, Kansas; Frank, now a junior in

father

the high school at

Howard.

Floyd C. Flory was born on a farm near Horace in
Greeley County, Kansas, October 30, 1887. His early
training canie from the jmblic schools of Howard, and
he graduated from the high school in 1907. He had
considerable experience in various branches of newspaper work and printing in his father's office, and
subsequently was employed on the Emporia Gazette,
and on the Burlington Democrat at Burlington, Kansas.
Mr. Flory has been a resident of Grenola since
November 11," 1909. At that date he bought the
Grenola Leader, and continued as its editor until
.June, 1914. In February, 1914, he was appointed postmaster of Grenola by President Wilson, and has filled
that office with credit to the present time.
Mr. Flory is a democrat, is a member of Canopy
Lodge, Xo. 248, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at
<trenola, and of Camp No. 365, Modem Woodmen of
.\merica, at Grenola. He is the owner of a comfortable home in the northwest part of town.
On November 30, 1911, Mr. Flory married Miss
MoUie Logston, daughter of George T. and Rena
Her parents reside at Grenola,
(Riddle) Logston.
Mr. Logston being a carpenter and contractor.

Edward

P.

Mocltok.

In making a study of the

and characters of men who h.ave risen to acknowledged position in business, in the professions or in
lives

public life, it is but natural to inquire into the secret
of their success and the motives that have prompted
their actions.
Real success comes to but a comparatively few, and a study of the careers of those who
occupy places of prominence proves that in nearly
I'very case those who have perseveringly followed one
line of procedure have gradually but surelj- risen.
Self-reliance, honesty, energy and con.scientiousness
are characteristics that appear to have accomplished
the best results, and to these we may attribute much
of the success that has rewarded the efforts of Edward
P. Moulton, proprietor of the leading hardware establishment of Neodcsha, and a sound and substantial
citizen.

Mr. Moulton is a'nativc son of Wilson County, and
a number of men who have found prosperity in
the busine.>is world here is a product of the soil.
He
was born on the home farm of his father, near Neodcsha, August 27, 1872, his parents being John H. and
•Susan (Jones) Moulton, and his ancestry in America
'lates back to colonial Ma.ssachusetts, when the first
bearing the name of this branch of the family emigrated to America from England. Samuel Moulton,
the grandfather of Edward 1'., was born in 1800, in
Vermrint, and when still a young man was sent as a
missinnary to the Choctaw Indians in Mississippi.
Later he spent .•ome years in the same labor in Arkan-ns, and finally settled at Waverlv, Illinois, where his
like

death occurred in 1881, when he was eighty-one years
of age. He was one of the courageous, sturdy men
of New England, who not only lived his faith as he sawit, but who battled against great odds in an effort to
spread the Word of his Master.
John H. Moulton was born in 1835, in Arkansas,
and when still a youth was taken by his parents to
Illinois, where, at Waverly, he received his education,
was reared to manhood, and married. In 1866 he
came to Kansas, settling as a pioneer in Wilson
County, where he homesteaded 160 acres of laud near
Neodesha. He w.is an industrious workman, who was
anxious to develop a good property and to make a
home for his family, but did not live to realize in
full his ambitions, as his death occurred in 1877, when
he was ouly forty-two years of age. No doubt liis
demise was hastened by the hardships which he under\wnt while a soldier of the Union during the Civil
war, through which he fought as a menilier of the
Thirty-third Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry.
Ho was a stanch republican in politics, and an active
member of the Congregational Church, to which Mrs.
Moulton also belongs. She was born in Morgan
County, Illinois, in 1847, and now resides at Neodesha,
one of the highly esteemed and respected ladies of the
Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
city.
Moulton: Edward P.; Frederick C, who is carrying
on operations on the home farm three miles from
Neodesha; and Carrie J., who is tlie wife of H. W.
Kimball and lives on a farm in the vicinity of
Neodesha.
Edward P. Jloulton was only five years of age when
his father died, but his mother managed to give him
good educational advantages and he passed through
the graded and higli school courses, graduating from
the Neodesha High School with the class of 1892.
He had been brought up as a farmer, and for four
years remained on the home property, but felt that
better opportunities awaited him in the business world
and accordingly, to fit himself, attended the Quincy
At the
(Illinois) Commercial College for one year.
end of that time he received his introduction to business methods in a hardware store .it Anaconda, Montana, where he pleased his employer to the extent
that he remained for four years, but then resigned
.and returned to Neodesha, where he entered the Neodesha National Bank, in the capacity of assistant
cashier.
This position he held for six years, but in
the meantime, in 1903, he had purchased the hardware
business of Marion Cross, and when he loft the banking institution began to give his entire attention to
building up his new enterprise. That he h.-is been
successful in his undertaking is shown in tlie fact
that he now has the largest hardware store at Neoilesha and a trade that not only covers the immediate
locality but extends far out into the country on all
He carries a full and up-to-date stock of shelf
sides.
and heavy hardware, stoves, agricultural machinerj-,
tools and implements, and kindred articles, attracThe store is
tively arranged and popularly priced.
situated at No. 511 Main Street and compares favorably with the est.ablishments of the larger cities. Mr.
Moulton has proved himself an excellent man of business, who h.is established a reputation for fidelity and
integrity that h.as helped his enterprise immeasurably.
As a property holder he is the owner of his own liome
at No. 611 North Eighth Street, as well as a f.orm
situated five miles northwest of Neodesha, and .all that
he owns today h.is been obtained through the medium
of his own efforts. In politics he is a republican. He
has always been ready to serve liis community, and in
an official way has done much to help Neodesha, ha\nng
been a member of the school board and the citv coun-
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cU and also haviug acted in the capacity of city clerk.
He takes an active part in tlie work ot the Neodesha
Commercial Club, and is a director in the Neodesha
National Bank. Fraternally Mi. Moultou is affiliated
with Harmony Lodge No. 94, Ancient Free and AcNo. 4,
cepted Masons, and Fort iScott Consistory
Inthirty-second degree, and with Neodesha Lodge,
dependent Order of Odd Fellows.
While a resident of Anaconda, Montana, Mr. Moulton was married, in 1898, to Miss Belle Burkett, a
former of
daughter of Joel and Nancy Burkett, the

died in Montana after many years spent in
survives and
agricultural pursuits, while the latter still
Mr. and Mrs. Moulton are
is a resident of Neodesha.
the parents of three children
Howard, born September 12, 1899, who is a member of the junior class of
the Neodesha Jligh School; Owen, born in October,
his brother;
1901, who belongs to the same class as
and Leo, born January 9, 1910, who has just started

whom

:

to attend the graded school.

Paris Tilghman Ellis, of Pittsburg, dealer in
insurance, real estate, loans and rentals, is a native
Kansan, and since entering business for himself has
same time
enjoyed a satisfactory success and at the
his worth and public spirit as a citizen.
has

proved
Mr. Ellis was born on a farm in Montgomery
County, Kansas, June 17, 1878, a son of C. K. and
Martha A. (Ferguson) Ellis. In early Colonial days
three sailor brothers left England and immigrated to
America, locating in the colony of Virginia. From
there the family went across the mountains into
Kentucky. Mr. Ellis' grandfather, E. K. Ellis, was
born in Kentucky in 1807, and later went as a pioneer
There he cleared a
into Crawford County, Indiana.
farm from the wilderness, engaged in agricultural
pursuits, and spent the rest of his life as a farmer.
He was one of his community's most highly respected
citizens when he died in 1884 at Hardinsburg.
C. R. Ellis was born in 1854, in Crawford County,
Indiana, was educated there in the jjublic schools and
was reared on his father 's farm. Not long after his
marriage he left his native community to seek the
greater opportunities of the open West. Thus in 1875
he arrived in Montgomery County, Kansas, and was
identified with the early settlement and development
of that section. From farming he finally turned his
attention to railroad work as a construction hand.
At that time the Santa Fe was building its lines
through Montgomery County, and C. R. Ellis after
the construction work was completed continued with
the railroad company for many
moted from time to time, and

He was proyears.
in 1906 was made

& Pittsburg Railroad.
active in the duties of that position until the
time of his death March 12, 1916, at Pittsburg.
Among his associates he was known as a steady,
reliable workman, and at the same time won and reHe was a
tained the confidence of his employers.
life long democrat in his political views, and fraternally was identified with the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows and the Ancient Order of United Workmen. Wliile he held no positions in public affairs,
he rendered service to his community as a supporter
C. R. Ellis
of good men and beneficial measures.
married Miss Martha A. Ferguson. She was born in
road master for the Joplin

He was

Crawford County, Indiana, in 1854, and is now living
at Pittsburg. They were the parents of four children
Paris Tilghman; B. F., a locomotive engineer living
:

at Monette, Missouri; Emma, wife of Thomas Mawson, Jr., a nmchinist at Pittsburg, Kansas; and E.
H., a machinist at Monette, Missouri.

2185

Paris Tilghman Ellis was educated in the public
schools of Pittsburg, graduating from high school iii
1900, and in the following year was a student in
Baker University.
While a student in the high
school he assisted in organizing the first inter high
school athletic association in Southeastern Kansas;
was a leader in athletics, carrying off first honors, and
his work as an organizer, debater and orator also
won many honors for the school. His last good work
while in school was to promote and edit the High
School Purple and White Journal, which is still the
chief paper read and kept by all students.
He left
college because of failure of his eyes from over-study

and entered the ranks of wage earners, being employed l>y Wells Fargo & Company 's Express. He
traveled through various points in Kansas, and for
a few years was located at Topeka.
In this work he gained business experience and
also saw the opportunity which in 1908 caused him
to resign from the exjjress company and engage in
the insurance, real estate, loan and rental business at

He
Pittsburg.
under the firm

associated with Mr. O. L. Stamm
of Ellis & Stamm.
Through
energy, industry and business ability Mr. Ellis has
made himself a factor in the business life of this
city and has contracted some of the large insurance
and realty deals. With a fine knowledge of land
values, he is regarded as one of the best qualified men
in his line in Crawford County.
His interest has always been keen in the welfare
of his home city, participating enthusiastically in all
public matters.
republican in politics, he acted for
several years as city auditor, was appointed city
He is also
treasurer, and is now filling that office.
treasurer of the school board, has been treasurer of
the Chamber of Commerce and is a member of the
ofiicial board of the latter organization and now its
He is also president of the Federated
president.
Council of Churches and member of the board of
directors of the Young Men 's Christian Association.
Besides his home at 512 West Second Street, Mr.
Ellis owns several residences in Pittsburg, and is
secretary and treasurer of the Mutual Investment
Company of that city. He is affiliated with Pittsburg Lodge No. 196, Independent Order of Odd Felis

name

A

and with Smelter Camp No. 691, Modern Woodof America and Pittsburg Lodge 187, Ancient,
Free and Accepted Masons. With the members of his
family he belongs to the United Presbyterian Church,
is chairman of its board of trustees, and has been
superintendent of its Sabbath School for about seven
lows,

men

Mr. Ellis was married at Pittsburg in 1906,
years.
Her jiarents, J. H. and
to Miss Vernia A. Ralston.
Susan (Oustadt) Ralston, are retired residents of
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis have one son, Paul
Thomas, born July 27, 1913.
Pittsburg.

Benjamin E. Lewis. It is invariably found in
tracing the inllueuces which make for good citizenship, integrity and morality that the fundamental
of these qualities lies in education. Therein is found
the basis of intelligence, of judgment according to
the value, of comprehension, and, equijiped with these,
youth may enter upon the struggle of life well prepared to fight its battles. Southeastern Kansas has
no reason to feel ashamed of its educational system,
or of the men who direct it.
The individuals chosen
manage and to discipline have been carefully seand in their ranks are found men of broad
and comprehensive learning, who have had their training in some of the most distinguished educational
to

lected,

institutions

in

the country.

In this latter class is
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found Prof. Benjamin E. Lewis, superintendeut of
city schools of lola, Kansas, and a man who bus
devoted his life to the educational profession.
Benjaniiu E. Lewis, was born at Lecomptou, Doug1SC9, and is a sou
Lewis.
(.Baird)
The family to which he belongs origiuated iu Wales,
from which country, during Colonial times, it emigrated to America, the early members settling in
las

County,

of

Dr.

P.

Kansas, April

M.

and

10,

Martha Jane

New

Jersey and Pennsylvania and their descendants
becoming pioneers of North Carolina and Tennessee.
It was in the latter state, in 1809, that the grandfather of Professor Lewis, ICphraim Lewis, was born.

He later moved with his parents to Indiana. He
was reared as an agriculturist and became the pioneer
of the family into Kansas, settling in 1857 in Linn
It was during those days that the border
County.
troubles came to a head and bloodshed became a common occurrence, and, being a Free State man, and
outspoken in his sentiments, Mr. Lewis, fearing more

for the safety of his family than for his own, moved
into Marshall County, where he took up his residence
in 18.58.
There he passed the remainder of his life
in agricultural pursuits, being an influential citizen
and serving several terms as county commissioner.
He died at Frankfort, Marshall County, in 1893.
He was related to the famous trapper and frontiers-

man, Daniel Boone.
son,

who

Mr. Lewis married a Miss John-

also died in Marshall County.

Dr. P. M. Lewis was born February 20, 1841, in
County, Indiana, where he received his
early education and was sixteen years of age when
he made the journey overland with his jiarents to
the frontier of Kansas, settling in Linn Couaty.
There he secured such education as the jiioneer
schools of the day and locality afforded, and one
year later went to Marshall County, where he comAdopting medicine as
pleted his literary education.
his life work, he fitted himself for that profession,
and began his practice in Iowa, where he continued
his professional labors for some years.
During this
time he was married at St. Charles, that state. He
later attended Rush Medical College, Chicago, finally
receiving the honors of graduation from the Kansas City Medical College, Kansas City, Missouri.

Delaware

Doctor Lewis removed to Lecompton, Douglas
County, Kansas, in 1867, and became the pioneer
jihysician at that place, where he remained in continuous practice for a period of forty years, at the
end of that time retiring and spending the rest of
his life in the comforts which he had gained through
He died at Lehis well-directed and useful labors.
compton, December 5, 1916. Doctor Lewis was one
of the old-time physicians who won the love and reverence of the people and who gave the best of themselves to their [irofession and to the allegation of
He was a republican in his
the ills of humanity.
])olitical views, and for a number of years served as
During a
mayor and councilman of Leoompton.
period of a half a century he belonged to the United
Brethren Cliurch, the faith of which he lived every
day, and his only fraternal connection was with the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He was married
at St. Cliarles, Iowa, to Miss Martha Jane Baird,

who was Viorn in Ohio, January 7, 1846, later movShe still survives
ing to Iowa with her parents.
and resides at Lecomjiton.
They became the parents of three children, two of whom are now living:
Benjamin E.; and Margaret, who is the wife of Dr.
Chambers, a practicing physician and surgeon
of Lawrence, Kansas.
Benjamin E. Lewis received excellent educational
advantages in his youth. He received his early instruction in the graded and high schools of Lecomp-

H.

L.

tou, following

which he entered the academic depart-

ment of Lane University, Lecompton, and graduated
with

tlie class of 1894,
receiving the degree of Bacheof Science.
In the fall of that year he began
teadiing school in Nemaha County, 'and remained
at Centralia until 1899, when he entered Kansas

lor

He was graduated from that instituUniversity.
tion in 1901, with the degree of Bachelor of
Arts,
in 1902 took post-graduate work and received the

and

degree of Master of Arts. At that time Mr. Lewis
became superintendent of schools of Eureka, Kansas,
a position which he held until 1908, then
resigning
to begin post-graduate work at Yale
University, which
he attended during 1908 and 1909, in the latter
year receiving the degree of Master of Arts from
that famous institution of learning.
Kcturning to
Kansas, in 1909, he became superintendent of schools
of Anthony, Kansas, and in the fall of the
year
191.5 came to lola as
superintendent of schools.
Under his supervision are eight schools, sixty-seven
teachers and 2,700 scholars.
Professor Lewis has
worked untiringly to elevate the standard of education at lola.
He is a man of extensive learning
and withall is possessed of the executive ability so'
necessary in the handling of organized work.
His
intelligent interest in modern affairs, combined with
his exhaustive knowledge of those
topics which have
interested scholars throughout the ages, well fit him
to lead others and to implant in the minds of his
pui)ils during their formative period a love for pure
ideals, high standards of living, and thoroughness of
action along any line of endeavor, which cannot
help but work out for the development of the best
type of citizenship. Professor Lewis belongs to the
Kansas State Teachers' Association and the Southeast Kansas Teachers' Association, and is a
republican in politics. He makes his home at No. 119 South
First Street.
In 1896, at Lecompton, Kansas, Professor Lewis
was married to Miss Hattie S. Snyder, daughter of
J. H. .and Lou (Lee)
Snyder, who' reside at Stuart,
Florida, Mr. Snyder being a retired minister of the
United Brethren Church. Mr. and Mrs. Lewis are
the parents of two children: Erma E., born
September 28, 1901; and Philip Henry, born June
16, 1907.

Charles F. Osborn. While the continued residence
of Mr. Osborn at Howard for
thirty-fi%-e years is a
noteworthy fact, still more important is the service
he has remiered during this long period of citizenship.
Everywhere in that section of Kansas he is
esteemed as one of the foremost men, and if he had
done nothing else, his connection with permanent improvements and good roads in Elk County would entitle
him to mention among the representative men of
Kansas.

He came

Howard

in March, 1881. He was assoFrank Osborn in the loan business, and they also owned a large ranch devoted to the
cattle industry until 1887.
From 1888 to 1895 Mr.
Charles Osborn was secretary and treasurer of the
Howard Investment Conqiany. After that he was
interested in a loan and real estate business under
tlie firm name of Keid and Osborn until 1900.
During all these years, when he was piling up a

to

ciated with his brother

success that would have been suiEcient to gratify the
amliitions of most men, his keenest desires were for
work as a civil engineer, a jirofession that had always

fascinated him.

He had

never

let slip

an opportunity

to gain practical ex])crience and knowledge of all the
details of the profession, nud he was well
qualified
for its jiractice long before he was given his first
oflicial opportunity to demonstrate his skill therein.

In

1900 he was appointed county surveyor of Elk
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County, and in 1902 was elected to the ofl&c?. Since
then every two years he has been reelected, and in
1916 he was given the largest vote he had ever received.
Since 1910 Mr. Osboru has also been county engineer,
having been one of the first appointees under the new
state law.
It was due to

Mr. Osborn

's

influence that the first

liermanent stone bridge was built in Elk County. At
the present time the county has about 900 permanent
bridges and culverts, all of which were built either
directly or indirectly from plans originating on Mr.
Osborn 's draughting board. He has been officially
or personally identified with every such permanent im))rovement in the county and that is a record such as
no other engineer in the state can claim.
The years of his life before he came to Kansas
Mr. Osborn spent in Northern Ohio. He was born at
North Fairfield in Huron County of that state, August
His father W. M. Osborn was of an old
28, 1861.
Connecticut family, a state which sent so many emigrants in the early days to Northern Ohio, particularly
the Western Reserve. W. M. Osborn was born between
Norwalk and South Fairfield, Connecticut, in 1812.
During his boyhood the most talked of public improvement in the United States if not in the world
was the construction of the great Erie Canal from
the Great Lakes at Buffalo to the Hudson Eiver at
Albany. This great waterway was open to traffic in
1825, and in the preceding year W. M. Osborn, then a
boy of twelve, was employed in work fitting his age
and strength on the canal. In 1884 he was married
at Trumansburg, New York, to Harriet Pease, who
was born in that town in 1824. She represented a
family of French Huguenots that after being expelled
from Prance came to New York. Her father Simeon
Pease was born in New York State in 1779 and died
at Trumansburg in 1867. He was a farmer, and at
one time owned 400 acres near Ithaca, New York.
Soon after his marriage W. M. Osborn started for
Ohio, traveling by the canal and the Great Lakes,
and settling in the midst of the woods where the VilHe
lage of North Fairfield was afterwards built.
literally hewed a farm out of those woods, and became
quite a prominent man in his section. He was a drover
and stock buyer, and drove a great many horses and

market at Buffalo, New York, and places
His death occurred at the county seat of
between.
Huron County, Norwalk, in 1887. As a young man
he became an ardent supporter of the old whig party
and thus became a lineal convert to the doctrines of
the republican party when it was organised in the
He was given the honor of various township
'50s.
For a number of years in Northern Ohio he
offices.
kept a tavern and had a set of scales for weighing
stock.
One of the frequent guests at the Osborn
Tavern was Gen. John C. Fremont, who in 1856 was
given the distinction of the first nomination of the
The name of that
republican party for president.
jnoneer republican standard bearer is now the middle
name of Charles F. Osborn of Howard. His father
was a member of the Baptist Church and was a Mason.
In the early days he belonged to the military organization known as the Squirrel Hunters. This organization
cattle to

was called into active service by Governor IJavid Tod
of Ohio to repel Morgan 's raid through the southern
counties of Ohio in the Civil war. W. M. Osborn was
given his honorable discharge in September, 1862.
His wife died at Norwalk, Ohio, in 1897. Mr. Charles
His
F. Osborn was the youngest of three children.
older brother Frank, who now resides retired at Howard, Kansas, was for many years associated with his
brother Charles in tlie loan and insurance business, and
for eight years serve<l as assistant state bank examiner
In later years he became in-

under John Breidenthal.
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terested in Colorado mining siflfairs, and still has
interests there.
The only daughter, Sarah, married
H. H. Hauford, and in 1881 they took up their residence at Duluth, Minnesota, where Mr. Hanford was
in the lumber business until his death in
1914, Mrs.
Hanford still making her home in that city.
Charles F. Osborn gained his early training in the
public schools of Norwalk, Ohio. When fifteen years
of age he began earning his own way as clerk "in a
shoe store at Norwalk. He was not yet twenty years
of age when he came to Howard, Kansas, and "entered
upon the active career which has already been briefly

sketched.
No reference as yet has been made to Mr. Osborn 's
important sei-vice during the past eight years as a
member of the State Good Roads Associatioh. He
was assistant secretary and treasurer for two terms,
was on the executive committee four years, and in
1916 became one of the three members of the legislative committee.

There

is

perhaps no

man

in

Kansas

better informed on all the details and the technique
of good roads, and he has been in a position to render
a splendid service in behalf of the state road movement
which has taken so firm a hold in Kansas.
Mr. Osborn is a republican, is an elder in the

Presbyterian Church, and is affiliated with Hope
Lodge No. 155, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons at
Howard, Howard Chapter No. 49 Royal Arch Masons,
and Ab-Del-Kader Commandery of the Knights Templar at Fredonia.
Mr. Osborn has been very successful
in business affairs and is the owner of four different
farms, aggregating 960 acres in Elk County. He also
owns his modern residence on Washington Street at
the corner of Penn Avenue.
His offices are in the
courthouse.

In 1886 at Howard, Mr. Osborn married Miss
Mattie E. Cook, daughter of J. H. and Sophia (Shel-

Her parents, who are now deceased,
Kansas pioneers, having come overland with
wagon and ox team from Michigan in 1857 and locatIn 1883 they came to Howard,
ing near Lawrence.
and Mr. Cook was proprietor of the Windsor Hotel.
Fred P. Osborn, only son and child of Mr. Osborn,
was born April 30, 1888. He was educated in the
public schools at Howard, graduating from high school,
and for two years pursued the engineering course in
He still makes his home
the University of Kansas.
at Howard, but is employed by an oil company working with the geologists in Eastern Kansas. Fred P.
Osborn married Miss Hazel Keifer.
lenberger) Cook.

were

Widely known in the finanof Kansas and prominent in business and

Anderson M. Sharp.
cial

field

public life at Neodesha, is Anderson M. Sharp,
president of the Neodesha National Bank, who has

with this institution since it
of Neodesha, in the spring
thirty-three years Mr. Sharp has been
a resident of Wilson County, early proving his stable
character as a business man and his public spirit as
an earnest citizen. He was born July 28, 1859, in
Calloway County, Missouri. His parents were WUliam and Mary (Maupiu) Sharp.
The Sharp family is of Scotch and English extraction and it may yet be numerously found in Virginia,
to which state, in colonial days, the Sharps came from
On down to the present
aoToss the Atlantic Ocean.
the name has been honorably borne in business, pro-

been

officially identified

was organized
of 1899. For

as the

Bank

fessional and public life.
Apparently the first pioneer
of the family westward was the grandfather of Anderson M. Sharp, a minister in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, who settled very early in Monroe County,
Missouri, and his life and- labors ended there before
his grandson was born.
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William Sharp, father of Anderson M. Sharp, was
born in 1805, in Albemarle County, Virpnia, and
died in 1881, in Calloway County, Missouri. As his
father for some years was a traveling evangelist,
the family home, during his boyhood, was in Kentucky, and from there, in 18Jti, lie moved to Monroe
County, Missouri. He followed agricultural pursuits
during his entire life and accumulated wealth, but
he was more than a farmer and occupied a prominent
position in public afliiirs and was a man of inlluence
.\11 his life a
in every section in which he lived.
staunch' democrat he lillcd many local offices in the
gift of his party nud nith distinction served one term
in the State Legislature, roprescnting Monroe County.
He was less active in jioliticiU life after removing to
Calloway County, liut he continued a leader in Methodist Church affairs and held every lay office in the
local body.
During the musteiing days he was placed

in charge" of the state militia and for that reason was
subsequently addressed as General Sharp. He was a

Knight Templar Mason for many years.
William Sharp was married, first, in early manhood,
in Kentucky, and thereby became the father of three
children
.lane, who became the wife of John Moore,
is now deceased as is her husband
Robert, who w.as a
soldier during the Ci%il war and lost his life at the
siege of Vicksburg; and R. V., who is a farmer resid:

;

ing in Pike County, Missouri. To a second marriage
one son was born, James 1'., who was a retired farmer
when his death occurred at Mexico, Missouri. Mr.
Sharp's third wife was survived by one daughter,
Mary, who is a resident of Moberly, Missouri, and is
the widow of William Barker, an insurance agent, who
died at Baltimore, Maryland.
William Sharp's last marriage was to Mary Maupin,
who was born at Staunton, Virginia, in 1818, and died
Seven children
in 1884, in Andrain County, Missouri.
were born to them, as follows: Annie, who died at
Moberly, Missouri, in 1914, was the widow of John
Furnish, who had been a retired farmer; .lohn T., who
was a dental practitioner, died in 1883, at Vandalia,
Missouri; Kate, who is the wife of T. N. Furnish, a
retired farmer, resides at Shelbina, Missouri William
A., who is in the real estate business at Mexico, Mis;

souri; Anderson M., who is president of the Xeodesha
National Bank; Fannie, who was the wife of the late
W. A. Kdmonston, an attorney, died in 1897, at Mexico, Missouri; and J. B., who is a resident of Fulton,
Missouri, is assistant cashier of the Southern Bank
at that place.
Anderson M. Sharp attended the public schools in
Calloway County, and then entered Fayette College, at
Fayette, Missouri, where he remained a student until
September, 1881, completing his junior year. Impaired health then made it almost a. matter of necessity that he should put .aside his books for a time,
therefore for the next year he traveled, visiting Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona before returning to
Calloway County. From there, in the spring of 1883,
he came to Neodesha, est.ablishing himself near the
city on a farm and becoming interested in the business of h.andling stock.
He also taught school and
additionally, for two years, served as clerk of the
District Court at Fredonia.
The spring of 1899 found Mr. Sharp with health
restored and ready to enter actively into business and
accepted the position of assistant ca,shier of the Bank
of Neodesha, in April, 1899, becoming cashier and
continuing until 1903, when the bank w.us reorganized
as the Neodesha National Bank, of which he became
president on .January 1, 1916.
The Neodesha National Bank has a working capital
of ^W.OOO, with a surplus of $11,000.
The first officers after itfi organization as a national bank were:

M. dondon, of Oswego, president; W. H. Condon,
of Oswego, vice president, and Anderson M. Sharp, of
Neodesha, cashier. The present officers are: Anderson M. Sharp, president; W. U. Condon, vice president
and G. C. Pitney, cashier. The bank is housed in a
handsome, modern brick building, erected in 1903, the
bank occupying the first lloor and the second floor
rented as offices. It is located in the business district,
on the corner of Main and Fifth streets. As president
Mr. Sharp manages the bu.siness with a careful conservatism that is reassuring to both the business interests of tlie city and to the individual depositor, and
his name stands for soundness and integrity in every
enterprise with which it is connected.
Politically reared in the democratic party, Mr. Sharp
still upholds the principles of that organization but
has no desire for public office, although he is active
as a member of the school board, and, during one
term, as mayor, gave the city one of the best business
administrations it has ever had. At different times
he has served on boards and committees of importance
and at present is a member of the board of trustees
and is secretary of the Wilson County Hospital. While
not always, because of lack of time, accepting official
position in the various benevolent organizations of the
city, Mr. Sharp is a generous contributor to their
maintenance, as he also is to all charitable movements
of worth that are brought to his attention.
In 1888, in this city, Mr. Sharp w.is nKirried to
Miss Hattie Kimball, who was born in Indi.ana and
is a d.aughter of H. 11. and Jane (T.inquary) Kimball.
The mother of Mrs. Sharp is deceased, but the father,
0.

;

who

is a retired farmer and a bank director, resides
in this city.
Mr. and Mrs. Sharp have three children:
Miss Jessie Sharp is
Jessie, Frances M. and Lowell.
a popular teacher in the Neodesha High School. She

was graduated from Lexington College, Jjcxington,
Missouri, with the. degree of A. B.
France,? M., the
second daughter, is a member of the freshman class
in the Kansas State University, while Lowell, the only
son, is completing the high school course at Neodesha
preparatory to entering college. The handsome f.imily
residence is situated at No. 222 Main Street, and Mr.
Sharp owns also a half interest in a farm of 18l*
acres, located three miles south of Neodesha.
As a Mason Mr. Sharp is identified with Harmony
Lodge No. 94, Free and Accepted Masons; Fort Scott
Consistory No. 4, and Mirz.a Temple, Mystic Shrine,
at Pittsburg, Kansas.
He is a valued member of the
Kansas Bankers ', the American Bankers ' and the
Wilson Cqunty Bankers' associations, and is an important factor in the Commercial Club at Neodesha.

Edgar Fexton' BROOMn.\l.L

is

secretary

of

the

Kansas & Texas Railway Company with
Native ability
headquarters and home at Parsons.
and long experience in railroading have given Mr.
Broomhall unusual qualifications for the large re-

Missouri,

sponsibilities he

He was bom

now

enjoys.

in Chicago August 18, 1877, and
from that date it will be seen that he is still a
young man. His father, Charles W. Broomhall, was
born in Wilmington, Ohio, August 9, 1850, grew \i]t
and married in his native state, and in early life
learned telegraphy and was an operator until 1888.
For several years he was a clerk in the offices of
the Missouri Pacific Railw.iy Company, but for the
past twenty-five years has been employed by the St.
Louis Transfer Company, and resides at St. Louis.
He is a republican and a member of the Methodist
Charles W. Broomhall married
Episcopal Church.
Lodema .Tane Nitchman, who w!is born in Ohio February 3, 185.5. Their children are: Edith May, widow
of August Busch, who was a painter at St. Louis;
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and Florence, wife of Bruce Cameron, who
of the United
superintendent of transportation
Eailways at St. Louis, Mrs. Cameron having taught

Edgar F.

•

;

is

school six years before her marriage.
education
Edgar F. Broomhall received his early
He
in the public schools of Chicago and St. Louis.
had one vear in the St. Louis High School, and
1892 gave up his books and studies to find place as
He started as a
a practical worker .in the world.
about five
messenger and continued that occupation
For four years he was employed by the
months.

m

In 1897 he became
Louis Transfer Company.
clerk in the offices of the Missouri Pacific Railway.
He was promoted to station accountant, and resigned
that in 1903 to enter the service of the Missouri,
Kansas & Texas Railway Company, where many
him to his office
subsequent promotions have brought
For a time he was traveling auditor
as secretary.
After
with headquarters at Muskogee, Oklahoma.
three years he was promoted to general bookkeeper
St.

in the offices at St. Louis, and filled that position
three years. He was then made auditor of disbursement of The Missouri, Kansas & Texas RaUway Co.,
of Texas, at Dallas, Texas. Resigning after one year
he returned to Kansas and was traveling auditor for
about one year, and then took a position in the

home

offices

representing the comptroller and auditor

in matters of disbursements. He filled that place for
two years until 1914. Since then he has been accountant of the Valuation Committee, and on September
duties of secretary of
15, 1915, also assumed the

the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway Company.
Since July 1, 1915, Mr. Broomhall has had his
home in Parsons, at 619 S. Fifteenth St. He is
a republican, a member of the Presbyterian Church,
Free
belongs to Cornerstone Lodge No. 323, Ancient
and Accepted Masons at St. Louis, and in Scottish
Rite affiliation belongs to Indian Consistory No. 2 at

McAlester, Oklahoma.

On June 12, 1909, at St. Louis he married Miss
TUIie M. Rauschkolb, daughter of Louis and Minnie
Eauschkolb. Her father, now deceased, was a painter
by trade. Her mother is still living in St. Louis.
Mr. and Mrs. Broomhall have two children: Mary,
born May 14, 1910; and Russell, born October 11,

Mr. Broomhall is of English ancestors, various
the family having come from England
to Pennsylvania in colonial times. His grandfather
Webb Broomhall, was a resident of Ohio where he

1914.

members of

died.

John Francis Hughs. During the past five years
Prof. John Francis Hughs has been superintendent
of the city schools of Chanute, and in this time has
gained a strong and lasting place in the confidence
of the people of the community. His interest in his
work has been deep, sincere and unabating, and the
splendid school system of the city at the present time
may be largely accredited to his efforts. His labors
have been progressive and practical in character and
have proved of the greatest benefit to Chanute.
Professor Hughs was born at Fort Scott, Bourbon
County, Kansas, August 16, 1881, and is a son of
William and Elizabeth (Hopkin) Hughs, natives of
South Wales, England. His father was born in 1838
and received an ordinary education in his native
land, where, as a v'oung man he engaged in farming
He was married in his native land
in a small way.
and there continued to be engaged in agricultural
pursuits for some years, but did not advance as rapidly as he desired and felt that his fortunes might
He accordingly cffme to
be bettered in America.
this country in 1873, and after a brief stop at Paola,
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Kansas, located among the pioneers of Bourbon
County, where he had a homestead in the vicinity
of Fort Scott. There Mr. Hughs passed the remainder of his life, his death occurring at Fort Scott in
He was an
1898, when he was sixty years of age.
industrious and practical farmer and desired no further honors, for he never sought office nor took any
more than a good citizen's interest in public affairs.
He voted the republican ticket in national affairs,
while in local matters he was inclined to favor the
man whom he deemed best fitted for the office,
although, all else being equal, he gave his ballot to
A lifethe rei)resentative of the Grand Old Party.
long member of the Congregational Church, he lived
his religion and took an active part in the work of
the church, in which he acted as deacon for a number of years. Mr. Hughs was married in his native
land to Elizabeth Hopkin, who was born in 1846, in
South Wales, and who survives him and resides at
Fort Scott. Mrs. Hughs is a member of the Congregational Church, and a woman of strong character
aud kindly heart. They became the parents of seven
children, as follows: Mary, who is the wife of N. W.
Bass and resides at Eldorado, Kansas, where Mr.
Bass is a mail clerk; G. R., ex-postmaster of Fort
Scott, where he is the proprietor of a successful
mercantile business; Lizzie, unmarried, one of the
well known educators of Bourbon County, and now

_
'

Main Street School, Fort Scott;
a farmer in Bourbon County, conducting operations on the old homestead place south of
Fort Scott; DolUe, who is the wife of R. H. Hub-

principal

W.

G.,

bard,

of

who

the

is

chief

despatcher for the Frisco Railroad, at

Fort Scott; John Francis, of this review; and Reese,
who is a teacher in the Fort Scott High School.
John Francis Hughs was brought up in an agricultural atmosphere and trained to the duties of the
home farm, but his inclinations and talents lay in
another direction and he early evidenced a desire
to enter the educator 's profession. During the winter
terms he attended the district schools of Bourbon
County, and subsequently pursued a course at the
old Kansas Normal School, at Fort Scott, from which
His studies were further prosehe was graduated.
cuted at Washburn College, where he was graduated
with the class of 1909, and given the degree of
Bachelor of Arts, and in the summer of 1916 he attended Kansas University for post-graduate work.
During the summers of 1907 aud 1908 he also attended
the University of Chicago.
In the meantime Professor
ing since his eighteenth year.

Hughs had been

teach-

In 1899 and 1900 he

had

his initiation in his profession in the country
schools of Bourbon County, and again in 1902 and
1903 he taught there. With this preparation, he went
to Fort Scott, in the spring of 1906 and began teaching in the schools of that city, where he was principal
of the Fort Scott High School for two years, then
principal of the Central School for two years, and
again jirincipal of the high school for a like period.
His reputation as an educator was by this time established, and in the fall of 1911 he was induced to come
to Chanute, where he has since been superintendent
of city schools. Under his supervision are six schools,
The cause of edusixty teachers and 2,200 scholars.
cation has indeed found in Professor Hughs a true
With a .iust appreciation of its value as a
friend.
preparation for life 's responsibilities, he has made it
his constant aim to so improve the schools that the
instruction will be of the greatest possible benefit
He has continually promoted the standto the young.
ard of the schools until Chanute has every reason to

be jiroud of
tical

and

its

system, which is most thorough, pracProfessor Hughs is a member of

beneficial.

,
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the Kansas State Teachers' Association and of the
Southeastern Kansas Teachers' Association, and the
high esteem in which he is ncld by his fellow-educators
ig shown in the fact that he is chairman of the executive committee of the latter organization.
He maintains offices in the Senior High School Building, and
resides at No. 503 South Steuben Street.
In politics
he is a republican, but has not desired to shine in
the public light. His religious connection is with the
Presbyterion Church, iii which he is an elder and
superintendent of the Sunday school, and fraternally
he is affiliated with Cedar Lodge No. 103, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, and Clianute Camp No.
852, Modern Woodmen of America, in both of which
orders he has numerous friends.
Professor Hughs was married in 1909, at Topeka,
Kansas, to Miss lone Hill White, daughter of O. H.
and Carrie (Hill) White, residents of Topeka, where
Mr. White is president of the Topeka Transfer and
Storage Company, one of that citj''s large business
houses.
Three children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Hughs, namely: Carroll, born May 23, 1910,
and now attending school; Helen, bom January 25,
1914; and Jeannette, born May 26, 1916.

Jacob Rumbaugh was for twenty-eight years one
of the most widely known citizens of Fort Scott. He
had come to that section of Kansas and established
a home on lands just across the state line in Missouri
in 1870.
He endured all the trials and vicissitudes
that beset the average farmer of his day. But he was
not himself an average man.
He had a resourcefulness, a faculty for hard work, that often made
him prosper while others were blaming fate for hard
times and misfortunes. He was optimistic. As long
as he lived he was sustained by hope.
It has been
well said that when a man ceases to hope he is
spiritually dead. Hope is only another word for faith.
It was faith that took Jacob Rumliaugh through every
trial of life.
It was faith that sustained him during
the 15 years he spent as an invalid prior to his death
on December 1, 1910.
As a citizen he was lilieral
minded, always ready to do his share or more than
his share in any undertaking for the public benefit.
He was a generous neighbor and friend, and in spite
of the sufferings that burdened his later years he
was never heard to complain.
Apart from his experiences, his achievements, his
useful life in the state and among his family and
neighbors, he rendered an especially noteworthy service when in his declining years he put down on paper
the words which were published in the year of his
death under the title "Reminiscences of .Jacob RumThese reminiscences were written and dedbaugh.
icated to his children and grandchildren, but they
have a wider appeal and an interest to all who
would know the individual part played by men in
the making of modern Kansas.
The reminiscences
make a small book that is a rare privilege to read,
and it is one that should be part of the permanent
literature of Kansas.
The keynote of the book is happily stated in his
roncluding words: "As fathers before me have told
their sons and daughters the story of their ancestors
that the children of their children might profit by
the exy)crience of jiast generations, so I have told
mine, with the hope that their knowing of the days
gone by may strengthen them for the days to come
and may make their thoughts coextensive with the
life of the race.
For what is history but truth clad
in a living personality and acted out anew in each
generation.
' '

' '

Much condensation is necessary that the life of
Rumbaugh told in his own words may be

.Tacob

reduced to the limits assigned this article in the
History of Kansas.
Jacob Rumbaugh was born in Seneca
County, Ohio,
July 26, 1839. His grandfather, John Rumba'ugh, at
the close of the Revolutionary war, in which he had
participated as a soldier, settled in Virginia, where
he owned a sawmill and .also had a number of teams
with which he did freighting.
His wife lived to be
There were eight children,
eighty-five years of age.
five sons and three daughters.
The sons were George,
Christopher, Nicholas, John and William.
William Rumbaugh, father of Jacob, was born in
1799.
W'hen he was thirteen years of age the War
of 1812 broke out, and his older brothers went into
the service, while he remained at home and assumed

double

The old homestead was
responsibilities.
located near Harpers Ferry, Virginia.
At the age
of twenty-two, in 1821, William Rumbaugh married
Polly Musceteer, daughter of a prosperous planter and
one of thirteen children. Mr. Jacob Rumbaugh pays
some beautiful tributes to his mother, who died
March 8, 1847, when he was eight years of age.
She was a woman of great industry," proficient in
all the houseliold arts, well fitted for
bearing pioneer
burdens, and was kind, generous and lovable.
After his marriage William Rumbaugh moved to
Ohio and located in Seneca County on a land warrant given to John Rumbaugh and his sons for their
services during the Revolutionary war.
This land
comprised 320 acres, situated in the midst of the
forest.
On one 80-acre tract William built a log
cabin 20x22 feet, and moved his family into it in 1826.
Wliile he worked in a nearby sawmill and in the
intervals did what he could in clearing and cultivating a small tract of land, his wife remained at
home carding, spinning, weaving and making the
William and Polly had three
clothes for the family.
children when they moved to Seneca County, Ann,
John and Susan.
Five others were born in the
home, George, William, Christopher, Mary and
and then in 1839 was born Jacob. In the
spring of 1843 the family moved to another farm in a
community where the neighbors had organized a
school district and had put up a schoolhouse out of
logs. There .Tacob Rumbaugh received his first schoolAfter three years the family returned to the
ing.
old homestead, another child having hoen born in
It was not long after
the meantime, named Rufus.
the return to the old homestead that the mother was
taken ill with the measles and died. William Rumbaugh never recovered from the shock of his wife 's
death and spent his last years as an invalid, carefully
])ioneer

,Tames,

looked after by his sons.
"When I was twelve years old," wrote Mr. Rumbaugh, "brother James and I took entire charge of
the farm and my school days were over. All counted,
the number of days I spent at school were less than
the number of da.vs in one year; but in that time
I finished an old English reader, Gray's arithmetic
(to part third), a curious looking geography, and
the elementary spelling book. The only book to read
in my house consisted of a common sized Bible, bound
in smooth leather and printed in small type, and a
prayer book about the same size, which was printed
There were no newsp.apers until
in larger tyre.
the time of the Kansas border troubles, and then we
took a county paper. There were no magazines and
I never saw my mother with a book of any kind in
her hands.
My ]iarents were good Christian people
and very strict in many ways, especially in observing
the S.-jbbath day. In after "years there was a Sunday
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school organized at the schoolhouse,

and then a

New

Testament was purchased, and father was very proud
of it, and it was lif;htcr than the old family Bible
and easier for him to hold. Then, too, he enjoyed
the small story book circulated to the people from

Sunday school library. If I was more
innocent of hooks, I was rich in the lore of Nature 's
works.
I lived so near to Nature 's breast that I
knew her v#ices well; the signs of the moon, the
names of every tree that grew, hundreds of different
animals, birds and fishes, all these and more. I was
always industrious and frugal. I loved to work and
never wanted to idle away any time.
When Jacob Rumbaugh became twenty-one years
of age, in July, 1860, he applied himself to reading
and discussing the various platforms of the politHis father was a whig, two of his
ical parties.
brothers were republicans, and two brothers and two
brothers-in-law and a stanch friend were democrats
and admirers of Stephen A. Douglas. Jacob thought
he was a democrat, but when the republican party
issued its platform he was strongly impressed with
its plank against the extension of- slavery, and in
the following fall he voted for Abraham Lincoln and
the republican ticket, and thereby as he says became
a republican for life.
About that time he left home and ventured into
He sold books in the vicinity
business for himself.
around Saginaw Bay, Michigan, and by work all the
winter earned a large commission and was pronounced a first class salesman.
In nearlv every career there is a point where a
man 's destinv seems to come upon him suddenly and
This point in Mr. Rumtransform all the future.
baugh 's career was the Easter Sabbath of 1861. He
attended church at Bettsville. Church was held in a
verv rude and unpretentious buildinsr. with the old
slab benches which have been made familiar by the
recollections of school children' of that and earlier
Before the service began four young ladies
years.
from the town of Tiffin. Ohio, came in and took seats
immediately opposite him. By one in particular he
was attracted, and he thought "there never was such
He
perfection of womanlv srace and loveliness."
found it impossible to fix his attention on the preacher,
and before the service concluded he realized that he
was "head over heels in love." That was the beginthan a
ning of his life's great romance, and less
year and a half later he was married.
In the meantime he and his brother .Tames had
rented a farm and were busy with the preparations
War came on, and .Tames Rumbaugh
for a crop.
turned over the farm to Jacob and enlisted in the
He continued with the
Fifty-fifth Ohio Regiment.
management of the farm and the crop and was also
pressing his courtship to Miss Isabel Holt. On August
6, 1862, at her TTncle William Holt's home in Tiffin
He was then twenty-three and
they were married.
she in her eighteenth year.
Verv soon after the war began Lincoln 's call for
this private

' '

•

600,000 more soldiers started him from his fireside
and caused him to enlist in the Forty-ninth Ohio
He sold his team of horses and farming
Infantry.
implements at a sacrifice, left his crops with his
brother-in-law, and while Mrs. Rumbaugh prepared to
teach school during his absence he marched awav to
He had hardly arrived at Camp Chase
the front.
when he was taken ill with fever and qitinsy. and he
remained in the hospital for some days. The first
news he read in the ]iaper after getting out of the
hospital was about the battle of Cliancellorsville. and
midway in the list of dead was the name of his
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The war went on, many battles were
fought and many lives were lost.
Then came the
surrender of Lee, and Mr. Rumbaugh was back at
home, overjoyed to be again in the presence of his
wife, but (inding that the management of the farm
had not prospered during his absence.
About that time he worked out the plans for an
improved cider press and was getting ready to have
his invention patented, when the perfected form of an
invention came along so similar to his that he aban-

brother James.

doned the idea of getting a patent.

He originated
several other devices, but never applied for
any patents.
For several years after the war he engaged in
buying stock, and was one of the pioneer dealers in
poultry in that section of Ohio, and made considerable money as a dealer.
He made money, and also
lost some, and
in his fortunes

both the good and bad were mixed
then as also during the early years
he .spent in Kansas. From Ohio he moved with his
family to the vicinity of Kendallville, Indiana, and
occupied a one-room log cabin, which his wife made
exceedingly attractive and homelike by her industry
and domestic tastes. They enjoyed two prosperous
While living in Ohio their first
years in Indiana.
child was born, Lnra, and in Indiana Minnie Bell
was born February "26, 1869.
Several times Mr. Rumbaugh had been stricken
with an attack of "Kansas fever." and late in the
fall of 1869 he again determined to move to Kansas.
After selling everything except his wheat crop he
found himself possessed of about $800. His household goods were, shipped by rail to Kansas City, and
after a final visit among relatives and friends in
Indiana and Oliio, Mr. Rumbaugh and his wife and
children arrived at Olathe, then the terminus of the
It was a very expensive
railroad, in .January, 1870.
removal Mr. Rumbaugh found. He paid really exorbitant prices for the miserable hotel accommodations afforded them, and it cost $.5 a hundred weight
to get his goods freighted from Kansas City to his
destination. In his reminiscences he recalls that flour
sold for $7 a sack, meat for 25 cents a pound, corn
and potatoes $2.50 a busliel, butter 50 cents a pound,
while a dollar 's worth of sugar or coffee coidd easily
Mr. Rumbaugh
be carried in a man 's coat pocket.
horsespent many days riding over the country on
back, and "finally determined to buy land in the hilly
fever
region to be above the damp, and chills and
from which they had suffered back in Indiana. Thus
he finally arrived in the country around Fort Scott.
Mr. Ruiiibangh assigns several reasons for choosing
land across the line in Missouri rather than in KanIn the first place he found it difficult to
sas.
accustom himself to tlie idea of negro and white children attending the same school, as was done in
Kansas. Then again, the laws in Kansas were very
While in Ohio he had had a
liberal in exemptions.
rather- unpleasant experience with a partner who had
state had
gone to Michigan and by the laws of that
from his responsibility for debt left
been

exempted
behind in Ohio and which Mr. Rumbaugh had to
assume. After some investigation he found that in
Missouri there was no exemption law; that a man,
rich or ]ioor, was subject to his debts, and this was
more and more in accordance with his way of think"I wanted to pay my taxes and have the proing.
tection of a citizen of America and the benefit of all
I was willing to be sold out if I did not pay
its laws.
sell out
debts, provideil that I ha.l the right to
others who refused to pay me."
Thus in the S|iring of 1870 Mr. Rumbaugh bought,
in cash, 120 acres
paying part of the purchase price

my
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of land in Vernou County, Missouri.
"I bought
cabin logs for $20, lumber for $2:i, walnut shingles
for $15, anil did all the work myself, oven to the
thinking and mortaring, and had the house finished
and my family moved into it before the holidays."
The distini'tivo part aliout tlie caroer of Jacob liumliaugli, and an important lesion that may be gleaned
from his reminiscences, is that when ho was halted
by an obstacle in one direction, ho was so resourceful
that he was not long in discovering a way out of

any financial diHiculty. Thus when a mortgage was
overhanging his farm in Vernon County and no
immediate prospect of his crops giving him sulTicient
to jiay it, ho recognized a general demand all
over that section for fruit trees, and he bought a
stock of apple trees and begvin selling them at a
good prodt, buying and selling some 7,000 trees in
one winter. Later other nursery men came in from
a distance and reduced the price, but in the meantime he had effected his purpose and he was. ready

money

to give

soiling trees.
On .Vpril 29, 1S72, another child was born, Nellie
Blanche.
This cliild was a constant source of ^oy
and delight to her fatlier, and her death in August,

up

was the hardest blow he ever sustained.

187.'i,

and taught a summer term of three months
Lone Oak School."
Those conditions that surrounded country life in
America twenty-five or thirty years ago were such
tificate,

at the

that material prosperity did not
bring with it all
those things which people of essential culture and
broad intelligence demanded as a normal
part of
their lives.
In that more than anything else can be
found the real cause for the movement from country
to town, which was the
dominating feature of America's industrial and social life in the last
quarter
of the last century.
The Kumbaugh familv having
readied a status of prosperity, found that money
would not bring to their country home the advantages, the cultured association, the environment of
music and art, which in order to enjoy they must
live in town.
Though farm management was as conKcnial as it was profitable to Mr. Rumbaugh, he felt
his duty to his family obliged him to
part from
business, and consequently he moved to Fort
Scott, and lived for a time in a rented house.
Later
he bought a homesite at 720 National Avenue, and
proceeded to erect the frst Queen Anne house in the
As he says, "it
city, which his widow still owns.
his

created

made

people did not raise any corn, but I had plenty
for our needs and a little to sell. In 187.') the grasshoppers took possession of the country: they came
in such clouds that the sun could be but dimly seen
behind them, and when they settled they left, the
country brown.
Everything green, from a stalk of
corn to a young tree was destroyed. They were so
thick on the ground that one could not step without
walking on them. They would hop into the houses
and on the beds unless the doors and windows were

$6,700.
In the

many

There was a great financial p.a.nic
some were fright<^ned into 'greenbackism,' 'beggingism' and 'pauperism.' But strange
to say, I never raised a better crop of corn, and I
also sold my first three head of fat cattle.
"In 1881 Lura graduated from the Kansas Normal
College and taught the summer and winter terms of
school at Lone Oak.
"Our prosperity continued without a break and in
1882 we commenced to build us a beautiful home,
with pillared porches, great bay windows, octagonal
fronts, and long, wide linlls witli curly liircli and
walnut finish on all the doors and window facings;
there were dainty boudoirs, a bathroom with all the
modern conveniences, dens, a music room and a
library with good books and mag; «ines; the basement extended under all, and was partitioned into
rooms for milk and cheese, for potatoes, apples, and
In 188.'! it was
all kinds of fruit and vegetables.
finished, painted and decorated at a cost of .$4,600.
This year I was even more prosperous and I bought
a carri.ago for $.1.50, to which I harnessed a fine
team. I had dozens of horses now. Then, too, the
girls needed a new piano; so one day Isabel and I
drove to Nevada, Missouri, and purchased a handsome square piano for ,$}riO.
"In 1884 I raised 12,000 bushels of corn and 100
tons of German millet hay, and sold hogs to the
amount of $2,000 and cattle amounting to $7,500.
Our personal property was estimated at $30,000, and
«e were exceedingly prosperous. In the early sprinji
kept

closed.

among

the people;

On April 5th
of this year Isabel visited in Ohio.
Minnie graduated from the Kansas Normal College
and went to Nevada, Missouri, for the teachers'
examination, from which she received ,a first-class cer-

much comment, and

a mention of it was
papers from time to time as it
was a modern home, and when
the family occupied it in 1886 its cost aggregated

The experiences of several following years are best
"In 1874 there
told in Mr. Rumbaugh's own words:
was a great drouglit throughout all the country;

in the daily
' '
It
progressed.

meantime Mr. Rumbaugh had experienced
)uuch difficulty in getting capable managers for his
farm, and he also had to contend with poor markets, some of his cattle selling for only $1.50 a hundred weight and wheat for 42 cents a bushel. His
early business exjieriences in Port Scott w.as not
When ho went to the city there was a
profitable.
real estate boom.
He was influenced into buying
property at enormously inflated prices, and while he
recognized the end before it came, he was unable to
He also
get out without the loss of much money.
became identified with a manufacturing company and

money in that.
One compensation was the happiness and the fine
proffress made by his daughters in their respective
lost

On October 11, 1SS7. the
daughter Minnie married Mr. Curt Myers of Fort
Scott.
Then, on .January 5, 1888, another wedding
occurred in their home at Fort Scott, when the
daughter Lura married Mr. Greene, a wealthy and
The loneliness of the
influential citizen of Wichita.
home without those daughters was greatly accentuated by other business losses and reverses which
had followed closely in a train. It was characteristic
of Mr. Rumbaugh that ho gave no hint of these
various troubles to the daughters who were then enjoying the happiness of marriage, but whon both the
daughters were gone he found himself in debt a
number of thousand dollars, .\gain and again he
secured tenants for his farm, and again and again
each one dis.appointed him by shiftlossness or by untook
scrupulous business methods. Finally in 18!)1 he
complete charge of the old farm, and the 800 acre»
which he had acquired soon felt the impulse of his
management and returned to him a prosperity sufficient to satisfy all his creditors and leave him much
He continued more or loss activclv idenbesides.
tified with his farm and other properties until 1898.
when his health finally broke down and reduced him
to that stage of invalidism in which he spent fifteen
or more years before his death.
And then, only a few weeks before the end came,
he was able to write the following words which have
in them nothing of vaunt and breathe only a humble
studies of art and music.

9^0u/^

^Vc.^^/^,^^,.^/,C^^
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gratefulness for the fortunes that bad followed him
through his lifetime
And now having- emerged from the poverty and
the obscurity in which I was born and bred to a
state of affluence and some degree of reputation in
the world, I look back to the pioneer days of the
wilderness and see where the stump-dotted" clearings
have expanded into vast stretches of fertile farm
lands.
I see small towns or cities where
log cabins
once stood. All civilization has changed and developed
with extraordinary rapidity, and I find myself comfortably situated, my debts all paid, and with abundance of money and worldly goods. I see my farm
;

'

'

advanced from

$10 and

.$5,

$1.5 to

$7.5

and

"$80

an

acre, and bringing in a liberal income.
And though
shut in from all the world without, I sit by the side
of Isabel in our home at Fort Scott, content to let
the cold winds roar, while tlie perforated
roughbarked, firebrick logs lie between the andirons and
the
support
flaky asbestos which reddens with a glow
that comes from the lighted gas.
No more we do
fourteen hours a day of hard work to earn
money
and then drive long miles to spend it: but rather, we
turn by our glowing fire of gas and telephone our
needs, and forthwith every want is gratified."
Some time before his death he was sitting by the
window. When his chair was wheeled back to bed, a
jiaper was picked up from beneath it. He had penned
'
the following words
The sunset of life approaches
and soon the pleasures, desires and struggles, fears,
hopes and mysteries will be over, and soon I will cross
the river of destiny to meet the angel of
destiny for
weal or woe.
Now, when the pleasant, happy and
beautiful pilgrimage of life with me is overj then
may my spirit be tr.insformed into love and abide
ivith the angels of the resurrection.
An invalid
fifteen years, and awaiting the sunset, he realized the
passing as those around him could not.
'

:

' '

Isabel Holt RuMBAroH. widow of the late Jacob
Kumbaugh of Fort Scott. Kansas, has for years stood
among the foremost club women of Kansas, and if
there is any one who can speak with t)ie authority
born of actual expcT-ience concerning woman 's lot,
especially in the country and rural districts of America during the last half century, it is Mrs.
Rumbaugh.
In the years when the door of aspirations was shut
in almost every woman's face, Mrs. Rumbaugh was
loyally, faithfully, self-sacrificingly playing her part,,

often of drudgery and with none of the influences
and associations that tend to enlighten and cheer the
existence of human life.
When her own duties as a
home maker and a mother were fulfilled and after
her daughters had left home, she began seeking those
advantages which a cultured woman craves. At tlie
same time she commenced to bend every effort toward
the betterment of the lot of her sisters, not so much
in material welfare as in those things which count a
great deal more and which the mere possession of
money cannot satisfy. Since then, for many years
she has worked alongside other prominent leaders in
the woman's movement, not only in Kansas, but in
the nation.
Wliile many of tlie facts of her experience have
been told in the article upon the career of her husband, Jacob Rumbaugh, it will serve the better to
indicate her point of view and attitude toward some
of the issues of life, if many of her early and later
experiences can be set down, practically in the words
wliieh she herself has used in describing these
experiences/

"At the age of fifteen," she says, "a stepmother
requested that I leave high school and earn my own
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I was proud and ambitious.
The professor
of the high school urged me to try for a school.
I
passed the examination, receiving a certificate for six
months. I do not believe the average girl of fifteen
has the nerve or bluff that I possessed at that age.
I remember well the day that I started off to bo
a school mar'm and my father, driving a two-horse
covered carriage over a plank toll road just after a
rain, fourteen miles to a village named BettsviUe,
Ohio. I was but a small girl, with my braided hair
hanging down my back. I took up my duties at once
and enrolled seventy-five names. When I looked into
the faces of young men, eighteen and nineteen years
old and recalled what the directors had told me^ that
these same boys had caused tlie school to be closed
that winter, I could not help but wonder how I
should come through the summer. But one thing I
knew, that as soon as these boys could plow they
would not be in school. My only trouble during the
term was with a woman who came to the school one
day and told me what she thought of me for forThe
bidding lier children to chew gum in school.
pay was not munificent then. For the summer school
I received $6 a month and boarded around at the
homes of the scholars, and for the winter term I
was paid $10 per month. That amount was as much
as the experienced teachers, both men and women,
On
I taught two years.
received as compensation.
August 6, 1SG2, at the age of eighteen, I was married at Tiffin, Ohio, but I continued to teach while
Mr. Rumbaugli was in the army.
When we commenced keeping house it was the
money that I had earned by my teaching that furnished our home in a simple but useful fashion. How
pleased I was with my first rag carpet can be
That was during the Civil war, and I
imagined.
often live through again some of those exciting tiroes.
To my notion tlie war songs had more music in them
than any that have ever been composed since. How
proud we were of our president, Abraham Lincoln,
and how every head was bowed in grief when he
was assassinated.
We were so very poor and worked so hard. Life
was so different then. Everybody worked: somehad
more than others, but all "worked, and the wisest
In the course of time my
counted it a blessing.
husband, like manv others, got the Kansas fever, and
At last he secured my contalked of going West.
sent to make the move, though I must confess that
I was not eager to go. The tiresome trip was made
with our main destination as Kansas City, in 1870.
Having located on a farm near Stotesberry, I found
witli my two little girls so lonesome as no
living.

'

'

' '

myself
Our
one can ever know. Everything was strange.
home was a two-room log cabin built on a hill.
I shall never forget the
Visitors were a rarity.
see the blaze shootprairie fires. Every time I would
in the
incr up to the sky I thought we were surely
There was not a neighbor near;
lin'e of destruction.
the prairie grass was as high as the horses' backs,

was sixteen miles to the postoffiee at Fort
There was no fruit and I would get so hungry
Taking mv butter and eggs to Fort
for apples.
to secure
Scott, T would self them for .iust enough
some necessary things for the children, while I looked
which were such a luxury
longingly at "the apples,
to nie.Vnd came near taking one.
"About tliat time a schoolhouse was built in the
The first money
district and I boarded the teacher.
was the
she paid me was invested in calves, which
The teacher
for us.
ben-inning of a prosperous era
more interfurnished companionship, and life became
Yet I was not content. We added to our land
and

it

Scott.

_

estin"
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holdings each year until we had eight hundred acres.
The curious ox tennis used for idowin;; began to be
replaced by horses, just as in this day that noble
animal is being supplanted by the sfoani tractors.
Every year I cooked for ten or twelve men. How the
loaves of bread, pics and cakes would disappear!
I
was so hungry for kunwleilge and so dissatisfied, yet
kept it to myself, for no one was near to be in
sympathy with me. I could not make others understand what I craved.
"But the time came when I realized my ideals
in an unexpected way.
The Normal College was
opened in Fort Scott. Professor Sanders came out
I was happy that I could see
soliciting for pujiils.
my way clear to giving my girls what I had craved
for myself. They were enrolled. The older daughter
graduated in tlic business course and the younger
I drove a team of young
in the teacher 's course.
horses hitched to a spring wagon to Fort Scott every
week for three years to look after the girls. I shall
never forget the fright I had one evening on one of
these trips. After eating dinner at the school with the
girls, I went to the bank to deposit four hundred dolI noticed a
lars which Mr. Rumbaugh had given me.
man watching me count the money at the window. I
can see him yet dirty and wearing a slouch hat. And
I looked right in his eye. I started home about half
past three o'clock. It was almost a prairie, with the
exception of a long stretch of hedge on either side
of the road, which obstructed the view. I was half
way through the hedge, when this man I had observed
in the Ijank came tliroiigli the hedge and almost took
He probably thought 1 had
the bridle in his hand.
withdrawn the money and had it on my person. He
was quick, but I was quicker. I struck the horse next
to him with all my strength; the animal lunged and
started at a gallop, taking her companion witli her.
We were five miles from home and the horses' hoofs
hardly touched the ground until we arrived there.
Never aft*'r that did we carry any money, but transacted our business by checks.
When the girls had graduated they decided to
follow in their mother's footsteps, and they taught
country schools. Later we moved to Fort Scott, where
we were not long in receiving those social advantages
which we had so long looked forward to. The farm
was not a success after we left it, but the best part
of my life was spent on the farm in hard work. At
this time the clubs being organized had as their object
But I look back
self culture, that which I desired.
now, as through a mist, and see how- little we really
How often
accomplished. What a small beginning.
I have thanked God for the calling I could not resist
to go out into the world to the work that helps
to bring people together for the noble things of life,
the uplift, the broadening and reaching out of a helpKven yet I am a farmer, with
ing hand to others.
eight hundred acres of land, shipping my own hay and
In later years Mrs.
corn, and I love the farm also.
Rumbaugh was an advocate for a rest romn for
farmers' wives, which she helped to start in a hiunble
way. It proved a great comfort to weary mothers

—

'

'

—

'

'

Fort Scott.
Mrs. Rumbaugh has always been a woman of boundless energy, and aside from her dub life gave much
time to church and civic affairs. She was president of
St. Andrew's Episcojial Guild in 19(1.'., at that period
when funds were being raised for the erection of a
beautiful new church edifice. She did her part when
plans were first suggested for a new Railroad Young

and shoppers

Men's

in

•

.\ssociation Building, erected in
Mrs. Rumbaugh put forth every effort as pres-

Christian

1907.
ident of the Ladies' Auxiliarj' of the

Young Men's

Christian Association to

make money, which was used

for equipment and furnishing of the linen and silver
chests.
At this time the ladies also assisted by servWhen
ing suppers at the men's weekly meetings.
the neeil of larger quarters became apparent for the
Epworth Home for Orphan Children, Mrs. Rumbaugh
was chairman of the committee of ladies who gave
a rummage sale, which realized a large sum with
which it was intended to buy a permanent home.
The seed then sown afterwards bore fruit, when the

home was enlarged and became the Goodlander Home
for Homeless Children.
She was also a valuable
worker in the Bourbon County Historical Society.
Mrs. Rund)augh became a member of the first club
organized in Fort Scott, the Castilian Club, organized
in 1882, with Mrs. C. H. Haynes as the first [.resident.
The next club joined was the Social Science
(Hub of Kansas and Missouri, which was organized
in 1881, joining the General Federation in 1890.
It
became the Kansas Social Science Federation in 1895,
and afterwards the Kansas Federation of Women's
Clubs in 1904.
A number of years ago Mrs. Rumbaugh accomplished what was considered almost the impossible,
when slio called all the clubs of Fort Scott together
at her home and brought about the organization of
the City Federation, on March 2.5, 1906. In 1912 she
took the initiative in organizing the Women's .\thenaeum. which in turn organized the Women's Current Topic Club with seventy-five members.
Mrs. Rumbaugh has attended as a delegate some
of the greatest conventions of women in the country
within recent years. In 1915 she was state delegate
from Kansas "to the Mid-Biennial Council. General
Federation of Women 's Clubs, at Washington. D. C,
when 2,000 women were in attendance and when the
White House was opened for their reception by President Woodrow Wilson and the first Mrs. Wilson.
Mrs. Rumbaugh was also a delegate to the Eleventh
Annual Conference on Child Labor, which opened on
May 28, 1915, at San Francisco. California, having
received her apjiointment from Governor Capper of
Kansas. She was also state delegate to the Ninth
National Biennial of Women's Clubs at Boston in
1908; to the Twelfth Biennial at Chicago in .Tune,
1914; to the Thirteenth Biennial at New York City
in

.lune,

1916.

Mr.s.

Rumbaugh

also

received

the

World 's Court
appointment as state delegate to the
Congress, held in May, 1916, from Mrs. .1. M. Miller,
In .Tune,
Tiresident of the Kansas Federated Clubs.
1915. the Athenaeum Club elected her as delegate to
the Biennial Council Meeting of General Federation
of Clubs at Portland, Oregon.
Among the conventions of her own state which
Mrs. Rumbaugh has attended was that held at Manof
hattan in Mav, 1908. when she was the president
in
the Current' Literature Club, which was organized
She was sent by the City Federation of Fort
1905.
conScott as their delegate" to the nineteenth annual
She was the delevention held in Wichita in 1914.
of the Athenaenum Club at lola in 1916 and
gate

Women

I'nion

"s Christian Temperance
.lele^ate of the
She iepresente<l her
at Pittsburg, Kansas, in 1917.
in
at the Anti-Saloon League at Topeka
ilistrict
On .lanuarv 29, 1914, Mrs. Rumbaugli
.Tune 191 T.

was elected prusidcnt of the Second District of the
Kansas Day Club, whidi ineet,s annually in Topeka,
on Kansas Dav. Her latest appointment was received
from Governor Arthur Capper as delegate to the

which
Thirteenth National Conference on Child Labor,
on March 23. 1917.
in
Baltimore.
Maryland,
opened
After the return from that meeting Governor Capi>er
wrote expressing his appreciation of the genuine
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farm and followed agricultural pursuits there imtil he
was twenty-five years of age, in the meanwhile obtainHe was less
ing a good common school education.
interested in farming or, perhaps was more ambitious
than some of his kindred, for he gave heed to the

had rendered both the cause and the State
of Kansas. One of the most inspiring meetings she
ever attended was as a delegate to the tenth biennial
convention of the General Federation of Women's
Clubs at Cincinnati in May, 1910.
Mrs. Runibaugh has lived during two great national
crisis, the Civil war and the World war, and she
was one to assist nobly with Red Cross work. The
high food prices caused much hardship among the
working people, Mrs. Rumbaugh, as a farmer, particularly noticed the price of prairie hay at $22.00
per ton, corn at $1.60 per bushel, wheat at $3.50 per
bushel, potatoes at $3.50 per bushel and other products
accordingly.
Thus for a number of years Mrs. Rumbaugh has
accepted the opportunities, pririleges and responsibilities of commingling in a spirit of co-operation with
those organized movements which have put forward
the individual and collective welfare, not only of
women, but of families and society at large, to a
greater degree within the jiast quarter of a centxiry
than has been acconiplislied in any preceding cenMrs. Rumbaugh is a woman of broad culture,
tury.
has traveled extensively, making many trips with her
husband. Her home at Fort Scott for years has been
a center from which has radiated high ideals, and
some of the impulses which make an entire community better and more enlightened.
service she

stories told of fortunes being made in the oil fields
finally started out to investigate for himself. Like

and

others Mr. Beegle probably had many disappointments as he followed the oil. business in Ohio,
in Indiana and in Wyoming, but he has had a life
filled with experiences and has prospered to a much
larger extent than he could have hoped to do even
with a valuable Bedford County farm. His producing wells east, south and north of Neodesha are substantial properties.
He is well known all through
the Kansas oil fields and has drilled hundreds of wells
here and at other points. He is considered an authority on the oil industry here, knows its past and is
frequently consulted as to its probable future.
In April, 1914, Mr. Beegle was married to Mrs.
Elsie (Nichols) Cowdery, who is a daughter of H. A.
and Lucinda (Milliron) Nichols. Mr. Beegle owns
his comfortable residence at No. 202 East Main
Street, Neodesha, has other city interests and also

many

has an interest in tlie old home farm in Bedford
County.
In politics Mr. Beegle has always been a democrat.
He is serving as commissioner of public utilities at
Neodesha. He is a valued and useful member of the
Commercial Club. His fraternal connections are with
the Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, and the Masons. He belongs to Harmony Lodge No. 94, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons; Orient Chapter, No. 72, Royal Arch Masons;
Ab-Del-Kader Commandery, No. 27, Knights Templar ;
Mirza Temple, Mystic Shrine, at Pittsburg, Kansas;
Fort Scott Consistory thirty-second degree, and to
Wichita Council, Wichita, Kansas.

James How.\rd Beegle.

While the development of
has not been, perhaps, so spectacular in
states, it has been a steady,
remunerative business since the beginning and the
work has enlisted the interest and services of some of
the most farsighted men of the state after they
have had experiences in the same line in other and
older sections.
One of these keen business men is
James Howard Beegle, oil well contractor and producer and owner of numerous profitable producing
wells, in the neighborhood of Neodesha, Kansas, which
has been his home since 1903.
oil properties

Kansas

as in

some other

George O. Lixes. The real estate and insurance
business established by George O. Lines in 1911 has
gone hand in hand with the development of Neodesha
during the past five years, and undoubtedly has contributed as largely during this time toward the advantageous disposal of property and the honorable
in
placing of insurance as any concern of the kind
Wilson County. Mr. Lines is one of Neodesha 's
foremost and most substantial citizens, and while his
name necessarily is associated with one of the early
and influential families of the county, his success has
been self-attained, and in its usefulness and scope
attracts attention to qualities of business integrity,
perseverance and ability and high regard for the
welfare of the community. He was born on a farm iu

James Howard Beegle was born at Bedford, Pennsylvania, December 1.3, 1867. His parents were Frederick J. and Rebecca (Shoemaker) Beegle.
It was
the great-great-grandfather, Frederick Beegle, who
was born in Germany, who was the first of the name
to come to America.
He settled in Pennsylvania and
there he and his descendants for the most part, became
farmers and prospered greatly.
Joseph F. Beegle,
the grandfather of James Howard Beegle, was born
on his father's farm near Bedford, Pennsylvania, in
1815, spent his life there and died in 1897.
Frederick J. Beegle, father of James H., was born
on his father's farm near Bedford in 1841 and he also
passed his entire life there, dying in 1915, respected
He was a democrat in his
by all who knew him.
political views and for many years was a member of
the Order of Odd Fellows.
He was reared in the
Lutheran faith and was a liberal supporter of the
He married Rebecca Shoemaker, who was
church.

Wilson Count7, Kansas, January 3, 1874, and is a son
of S. N. and Sarah (Livezey) Lines."
The family of which Mr" Lines is a member originated in Ireland, and the first of the name to come
to America located in Connecticut prior to the Revolu-

Thomas Lines, the great-grandfather
tionary war.
of George O. Lines, was born in 1810, in Indiana,
and in addition to being a farmer was a minister of
the Baptist Church and preached in that faith in

born near Bedford, Pennsylvania in 1843 and died
there in 1908. They were the parents of the following
children
Daniel C, who is an oil operator, residing
at Coalinga, California; James Howard; Emma Laura,
who is the wife of J. T. Rogers, who is in the real
estate business at Everett, Washington
Louisa Virginia, who is the wife of Elmer Killinger, who is in
the employ of the Westinghouse Company at WilkinsElizabeth Sophia, who is the
burg, Pennsylvania
wife of Scott Fetter, who is a farmer liring near
Bedford and Charles, who remains on the old home:

Indiana for approximately

;

;

;

stead.

James Howard Beegle was reared on

his father
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's

fifty

years.

His death

occurred in Henry County," Indiana, in 1901, when he
had reached the" advanced age of ninety-one years.
Elijah Lines, the grandfather of George O. Lines, was
born in 1830, iu Indiana, and as a young man took
up farming as his life work. His career, however,
was interrupted by the outbreak of the Civil war,
and in 1862 he enlisted in Company C, Fifth Indiana
Cavalry. While serving as a dispatch bearer, in Tennessee,"in 1863, he received a severe wound, and while
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lie lived
recover,

loiifi

eiioujjli

to reaeli

lioino,

ho could not

aud soon jjussed away. Mr. Lines married
Elizabeth Beaubout, who was born in Indiana, in
1832, and dieil near Grccncastle, that state, in 1910,
and seven children were born to their union: S. N.,
the father of George O. Margaret, who is the widow
of James Feezer and resides at Kiehniond, Indiana;
Thomas, who is a retired farmer of Mooreland, Indiana; Sarah, who is the widow of William Alexander, a
;

farmer, anil resides at Indianapolis; Erastus,

who

is

a farmer of Jlessick, Indiana; Ella, who is the wife
of Charles Sudworth, a Uovemment printer, who has
retained his position at Washington, District of
Columbia, since his appointment by President Cleveland; and Amanda, who died at the age of thirteen
years.

N. Lines, father of George O. Lines, was born
20, 1849,
Henry County, Indiana, and
was there reared and educated, became married, and
engaged in farming. In 1868 he removed with Mrs.
Lines to Brown County, Kansas, where he became a
pioneer agriculturist, but remained there only two
years, at the end of which time he came to Wilson
County, Kansas, and homesteaded 160 acres. This
property he cultivated until 1882, when he went to
Newcastle and lived there until 1887, wlien he returned to Wilson County aud again took U|) farming
on hi.s homestead. In 1898 he returned to Indiana
.lud engaged in farming at Mcssick, but has since
turned his attention to commercial pursuits, and at
this time is one of the leading merchants of that place.
S.

November

i,ii

He is a republican in politics, and while a resident
of Wilson County, Kansas, served in the cajiacity of
Mr. Lines married Miss Sarah
.justice of the people.
Livezey, who was born in 1842, in Indiana, and to
this union there were born seven children:
W. C,
who is engaged in the hardware business at Neodesha;
Cordelia, who is the wife of W. J. Welty, employed in
the Neodesha jiostoffice; George O. Edith, who is the
wife of F. E. Ilowcrton, an employe of a refinery at
Chauute, Kansas Thomas O., who is engaged in tlie
liardware business at Neodesha Gertrude, who is the
wife of Oscar Bond, an oil well shooter at Sa])ulpa,
Oklahoma; and ilary, who is the wife of J. H. Heath,
engaged in the grocery business at Neodesha.
George O. Lines received a good education, attending the public schools of Wilson County, Kansas, and
Newcastle, Indiana, and the State Normal School at
Emporia, Kansas, during the summer seasons. While
attending the latter he taught during the winter months,
and continued a.s an educator after his own education
was complotcii. liis career as an instructor covering a
period of ten years, six years of which were in the
Neodesha schools. In 1902 he was made assistant
postmaster of Neodesha, a position which he held for
two years, and ^vhen his term was expired embarked
in the hardware and imiOcment
busine.ss, to which he
gave his entire attention for seven years. In the
meantime he had become interested in realty values
at Neodesha, and finally, in 1911, entered the real
estate and insurance business here, which has since
occupied the greater part of his time and energies.
His worth while and reliable qualities as a business
man have given him .an excellent standing in commercial and financial circles, in addition to
having assisted
him in the building up of a large and important busin<!.ss
He
is
the
owner
of
his
own residence,
enterprise.
at No. 22.*! North Fourth Street, and the Postoffice
Building, at the corner of North Seventh and Main
streets.
Politically he is a republican, and he and his
family are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
He belongs to the Anti-Horse Thief Association, and
joined the Sons of Veterans at Rest, Kansas.
;

;

:

In 190;i, at Neodesha, Mr. Lines was married to
Miss Mildred Andrews, who was born in Illinois, but
reared at Neodesha. They have two
children
Howard, born November 8, 1904; and Lois, born
September 22, 1908.
W. C. Lines, the eldest son of S. N. and Sarah
(Livezey) Lines, was born February 23, 18G9, in
Brown County, Kansas, and received his education in
the public schools of Wilson County, Kansas; Newcastle, Indiana, and Clianute, Kansas, granduating
from the high school at the latter place in 1889. For
thirteen years thereafter he was engaged in teaching
school in Wilson County, but in June, 1902, gave up
teaching to become a railway postal clerk, but resigned his position in October of the same year and
became stillman for the Standard Oil Com]>any. In
1904 he turned his attention to the hardware business,
aud is now assisting his brother, Thomas O., in the
conduct of the modern establishment at No. 706 Main
He owns his home at No. 702
Street, Neodesha.
Illinois Street.
Mr. Lines is a republican, and is
fniternally affiliated with Neodesha Camp No. 1532,
Modern Woodmen of America. On September 14,
1894, in Wilson County, Mr. Lines was married to
Miss Rosa Reeves, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. A.
Reeves, the latter deceased, and the former a retired
farmer of Neodesha. To this union there have been
born two children:
Jessie, born July 26, 1895, and
now residing with her parents; and Vida, born January 21, 1897, the wife of Addis O'Uara, of 704 Illinois
Street, Neodesha, foreman for the Standard Oil
:

Company.

Thomas O. Lines, the youngest son of S. N. and
Sarah (Livezey) Lines, was born January 15, 1880, in
Wilson County, ami received his education in the
public schools of Newcastle, Indiana, and Wilson
County, Kansas. He left school at the age of sixteen years and began teaching school in Wilson
County, a vocation which he followed for four years.
In 1901 he had his first business experience as a clerk
in a hardware store at Neodesha, and four years later
became assoefated with his brother, George O., in the
management of the hardware business now carried on
in Neodesha.
He is a republican in politics and
resides at No. 620 Indiana Street.
Mr. Lines was
married April 10, 1901, at Fredonia, Kans.as, to Miss
Rosa Brown, daughter of Robert and Frances (Keller)
Brown, both of whom are deceased, Mr. Brown having
been a farmer and sa^vmill jiroprietor. Mr. and Mrs.
Lines have tliroc children: JIarion, born January 26,
1902; Harold, born Julv 13, 1910; and Robert, "born
November

Walter

8,

1912.

Woods was

elected sheriff of Greenhis record during the
first term was thoroughly appreciated by his fellow
citizens is amjdy vouched for in the fact that on
November 7, 1916, he was reelected for another term
by the significant majority of 1,826. Mr. Woods is as
capable in public office as he has been in his private

A.

wood County

in

1914.

That

business affairs, and is one of the most thoroughly
trusted and popular citizens of the county.
Though most of his life has been spent in Kansas
Mr. Woods was born in Barton County, Missouri, July
He is of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and his
3, 1874.
forefathers came to .\nierica in colonial days.
His

Pow Woods, who w.as born in Ohio
in 1809. Though quite old at the time he took part as
:i soldier in the Civil war,
spent his active career as
grandfather was

a farmer in Ohio and died at the Soldiers
Dayton, Ohio, in 1895.

Homo

at

The father of .^heriff Woods was Hanson L.
Wgods, an early settler of Greenwood County, Kan-
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in Ohio in 1837, grew up in tbat
and when a young man removed to Sidney,
He had previously served four years three
Iowa.
mouths as a Union soldier in the Civil war. He enlisted in 1861 in an Ohio regiment of infantry, and
participated in some of the most bitterly fought campaigns and battles of the war. He was in the battles
sas.

state,

of

Shiloh,

Stone

River,

Cliickamauga,

Missionary

Ridge and many other engagements, and subsequently
joined Sherman's great army whicli advanced upon
and captured Atlanta and thence marched through
Georgia to the sea. From Iowa lie moved to Barton
County, Missouri, in 1870, followed farming there as
he liad in Iowa, and Ln 1879 moved to LaBette
County, Kansas. In 1881 he transferred his residence
to Greenwood County, and was a farmer there until
his death in 1888.
He was a loj'al repulilican in
polities, served a term as justice of the peace, and
was very active in the Presbyterian Gliurch, which
he served as an elder. He also belonged to the Masonic fraternity.
His first wife was a Miss FOrt,
but there were no children of that union. For Ins
second wife he married Mary E. Hodges (Goode).
She was born in Iowa in 1845, and died in Greenwood County, Kansas, in 1887. The children of their
marriage were: Frank, a farmer in Greenwood
County; Walter A.; Allie, wife of J. G. Smith, a
farmer in Greenwood County; Essie, wife of James
Piatt, a farmer at Hamilton, Kansas. The mother of
these children by her first marriage had two daughters
Enuna, who died at the age of sixteen and
Dallie, who now lives in McPherson County, Kansas.
The first sixteen years of his life Walter A. Woods
spent on his father 's farm in Barton County, Missouri, and in LaBette and Greenwood counties, KanIn the meantime he received his education
sas.
from the Greenwood county schools and when he left
school and the home farm lie went to the Northwest,
spending four years as a farm hand near Walla
On returning to Greenwood
Walla, Washington.
County he took up farming as an independent vocation, and has proved unusually successful as a stock
raiser and as a stock dealer.
Though he sold his fine
farm in February, 1914, he is still handling stock and
:

;

one of the chief cattle dealers of the county.
Mr. Woods has always been an active member of
the republican party. Wlien his home was on a farm
in Madison Township he served as township trustee.
Praternallj' he is affiliated with Fidelity Lodge No.
106, Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons, at Eureka,
and with Ossiam Lodge No. 58 of the Knights of
Pythias in the same place.
Sheriff Woods was married in Greenwood County
in 1901 to Miss MoUie Laird, daughter of J. E. and
Annie Laird, who reside on their farm in Greenwood
Mr. and Mrs. Woods have three children,
County.
Irene, born May 26, 1905; Mabel, born May 24, 1907;
and Edna May, born .Inly 26, 191.S.
is

Joseph A. Fuller is clerk of the district court
of Greenwood County, with home and offices at
Eureka. For a man not yet thirty years of age he has
had a great variety .of experience, has been a successful teacher, and has also been a participant in the
farming and stock raising

activities

of

his

home

county.

His Puller ancestors came to the colonies in the
Mayflower. His grandfather was Joseph Allen FulThe grandfather was
ler, for whom he was named.
born in Illinois, and in 1860 came out to Kansas
and was one of the early settlers at Emporia. He
served as a soldier in the Civil war, being with an
Illinois regiment for a time and afterwards joined
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Kansas regiment in assisting to repel Price's
invasion.
During that campaign he received a gunshot wound, and that hastened his death. He served
as deputy sheriff at Emporia, and died there a number of years before his grandson was born.
a

Joseph Allen Fuller, of Eureka, was born near
His father,
Madison, Kansas, March 11, 1888.
Robert Allen Fuller, who Vesides on the old farm at
Madison, was born in Emporia in 1860, grew up in
that town and when a young man came to Greenwood
County where lie married. He bought a farm near
Madison, and has been very successful in diversified
agriculture and stock raising. He now has 320 acres.
At one time he enjoyed more than a local reputation
as a breeder of Shorthorn cattle. Ho is a republican,
an active supporter of the Methodist Cliurch, belongs
to the Kansas State Grange, and is a member of the
He married Viola
Anti-Horse Thief Association.
Josephine Huntington, who was born in Illinois in
Their children are; O. K. Fuller, who is dis1861.
trict

with

manager with the Cudahy Oil Company and
home at Emporia the second child died in
;

is the third in order of birth;
a farmer at Madison; Mildred A., is the
wife of Erie Honeyman, a farmer near Madison,
Kansas; Frank Alva is a student in the Eureka H^h

infancy;

Josejih A.,

John W.

is

School.

Joseph Allen Fuller gained his early education in
His local
the rural schools of Greenwood County.
school was three and a half miles from home and he
walked back and forth every day. Afterwards he
had the advantages of the Kansas State Normal
School at Emporia for two and a half years and
He
with that preparation he became a teacher.
taught ten winter terms in Greenwood County, the
alternate

summers being spent

in farming.

He

also

had some courses in the State Agricultural College
He continued as a farmer until he
at Manhattan.
was "elected clerk of the District Court in 1914. In
1916 his previous term was given approval by a large
Mr.
majority, and he is now on his second term.
Fuller owns his home on West Third Street. He is a
member of the Methodist Church and a teacher in its
In 1911 at Eureka, Kansas, he
Sunday School.
married Miss C. Shell Swenney, daughter of William
and Carrie (Thompson) Swenney. William Swenney
resides with Mr. and Mrs. Fuller, being a retired
Mr. and
farmer, and her mother is now deceased.
Mrs. Fuller have one daughter, Ruth Mildred, horn

November

10,

1913.

In making mention of some
the business firms of Fort Scott the name of
C. F. Miller stands as a representative of an established business in the implement, vehicle and automobile line. Mr. Miller has virtually grown up with
the business, which through the years has gradually

Charles F. Miller.

of

expanded and grown and now occupies an important
among the city's commercial institutions.
Mr. Miller was born and reared in Fort Scott, his
parents being among the early settlers, having come
Mr. Miller comes of English,
to Kansas in 1859.
German and Scotch ancestry, and is also a descendant of the historic character "of New England, Hannah
Pustin. His father, the late Dr. Jonathan G. Miller,
was a native of Morgantown, West Virginia, where
He practiced medicine at
he was born in 1826.
Newcastle, Indiana, before coming to Kansas. Doctor
Miller invested in land and built the Miller Block

place

at

Fort

corner of

Scott

When twenty
came

in

1863.

Main and Wall

assistant

This block stands at the
streets.

years of age Charles F. Miller bebookkeeper for the Durkee & Stout
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]in]ilcniciit

& Grain

(.'onipmiy.

fame hookkee|ier ami
I'age in the same line.

assistant

Afterwards

lie

be-

manager for U. h.

Startint; at tlie bottom of the
He
hulder he learned the business in every detail.
soon bought an interest in tlie eonc-erii which became
known as the Page & Miller liiiiilenient Company.
After some years Mr. Tatre retired and Mr. Miller
became sole owner. Kroni \W2 to I'M't he eoiilinued
to operate the concern, aildiu}; automoliiles and speIn the latter year lie
cializing on the Ford car.
liought the impleiiieiit business of the Fort Scott
His business now
<>rain and Implement Company.
.

occupies

a

modern

display

room

and

ollice

which

to similar establishments iii the largest
His activities in tjie sale of
country.

would do credit

cities of the
automobiles, agricultural imi>lemeiits, harness and
.seeds e.vtend over the larger jiart of Bourbon County
and require the service of a number of employes.
These ojierations have ciititleil him to be known as
one of the largest ilealers in liis line in Southeastern

Kansas.
Besides being interested in tlic l>usincss life of
Fori Scott Mr. Miller has taki'ii a deep interest in
the community welfare, especially along the line of improved agriculture. Scientific agriculture is one of his
He was one of the organizers of
chief hobbies.
tlfe Bourbon County Farmers' Institute of which he
His work has been
was secretary for many years.
carried along in connection with the Agricultural
College and with other citizens he assisted in organizing and maintaining fanners' institutes and exteu
He is also devoting a great deal nl'
siun schools.
H»
time and energy to the good roads movement.
heljied organize the first Kansas State Good Roads
Association and also the Bourbon County Good Koads
Association, and was president of the former in lOOfi
and }ias been president of the county association.

Largely through his efTorts a state highway engineer
was secured. Although not a politician Mr. Miller
served two years in the city council ami worked
energetically for sound finance, livic imjirovi'iueiits

and the best sanitary comlitions. He is a iiieniber of
the Chamber of Commerce and co-operates with other
citizens in that boily toward the promotion of Fort
He belongs to the MaScott's commercial interests.

sonic Order, including the Scottish Kite Consistory, is
also an Elk and for many years has been a trustee
of the J'resbytcrian (liurch.
Mr. Miller was married at Fort Scott in ]910 to
Miss Ro.salind I. Bell, daughter of .John S. and
Xaney (Groves) Bell. Mrs. Miller is a post-graduate
of the Fort Scott High School and is well known in
club circles.
She is especially active as a member
of the Pierian Club and as vice ])resident of the Federation of Women's Clubs of this ilistrict and president of the City Federiition.. She is also vice regent
of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
llox. William M. I'kice, a resident of Kansas for
fifteen ycar.'t, is a successful banker, being now president of the Lyon County State Bank at KTn]ioria, but

over the state at large is best known through his
services as a member of the State Senate.
Senator Price was elected to the Senate in lf)12, his
present term expiring January 1, 1017. He represents
the senatorial district comjirising Greenwooil and Lyon
••ounties.
He has the distinction of having been the
chief sujiporter of the measure now on the Kansa.s
statute books providing jiensions for mothers.
The

Mothers' Pension

Bill as he

introduced

it in

the Senate

was drawn uj) along the lines endorsed by the courts
and the various woman's organizations, nnil though
not ailopted in that form he anlently championed it

and deserves much credit for the passage of the modified measure as it now stands.
I

luring the legislative session of 1915 'Senator Price

was chairman of the banking committee and a member
of the assessment and tax.'itioii committee, public utilities cominittee, election committee, and cities of second
He is regarded as one of tlie most
class committee.
progressive leaders in his section of the state.
William M. Price was born in San Antonio, Texas,
July ;)I, 187U, a son of H. F. and Rebecca M. (Chilcutt^ i'rice, and in the paternal line is of ScotchWelsh ancestors ami (ierman on his mother's side. H.
F. Price was born in Tennessee in 1824, grew up and
married in that state, and in 1850 went to Texjis,
becoming a iiioneer settler on a ranch near the Meilina
River west of San Antonio. That district was very
sparsely settled at that time, since the troublous conditions prevailing during the era from 18;^6 to the close
He conof the Mexican war had not yet subsided.
tinued to reside there until several years after the Civil
war, when he removed to San Antonio and was a merchant ill that city at the time of his death in 1874.
During the war, too old for active service, he served
as a slioemaker for the ('onfederacy. He was a democrat and he and his wife active memtiers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. His wife was born in Tennessee
in 1836 and after the death of her husband lived with
a daughter at Dallas, Texas, until her death. She was
the heroine of an interesting incident during the war.
In 18(i.'i, when negro slaves who had esca|ied from
their masters were running at large in all sections of
Texas, one of the fugitives, a large burly negro, appeared at the Price Ranch in a famished condition and
The husband was away at the time
ai)|ilied for food.
and Mrs. Price was the only person in the house.
Fully realizing her unprotected condition, she hastily
devised means of capturing the intruder. Concealing
the anxiety which she felt, she invited the man into
the kitchen, where she had food jirepared, and while
he was devouring it, she sli]i]ieii from tlie room and
secured her husband's shot gun, and then returning
aimed the weapon directly at the negro's head, forced
him to throw uji his hands, and then marched him
to the home of a neighbor where her prisoner was
turned over to the man of the house. Mrs. Price was
presenteil with the horse that the negro was riding.
Of the children of this coujile now living mention is
made as follows: H. F., who is a merchant at San
Diego, California; Elizabeth, wife of H. P. Berry,
also at San Diego; Senator Price; J. F., for a number
of years was a iniiiiiig engineer in Mexico, but due to
the revolution in that country has recently kept his
residence in Texas; Eflie, wife of F. Carter, who is
connected with a mining company of Oxnard, California.

Senator Price spent his early boyhood in San Anwhere he attemleil the )iuMic schools, and at the
ago of sixteen went out to El Paso, Texas, for seven
years worked as a clerk, ami then engaged in the
Since
mercantile business for himself until 1902.
that year his home has been in Kansas and in August,
1902, he locateil in Greenwood County where he became
actively identified with banking as cashier of the First
National Bank, ami eleven years later, in 191.{, moved
to Em|ioria and organized the Lyon County State
The other
Bank, of which he lias been president.
C. M. Wilson, vice jiresident; and W. T.
officers are:
This is one of the strong and nourishBall, cashier.
ing younger banks of that section of Kansas, has a
The
capital of $.'jO,000 and earned surplus of $5,000.
bank is located at 508 Commercial Street.
Senator Price is a democrat, and on that ticket
was electeil to the Senate in 1912. He is active in the
tonio,
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Commercial Club, anj is well known in fraternal
He
being especially prominent in Masonry.
afEliates with El Paso Lodge No. 130, Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons; Emporia Chapter No. 12, Royal
Arch Masons; Emporia Commandery No. 8, Knight
Templars and Wichita Consistory of the thirty-second
degree Scottish Eite. He is also a member of Union
Lodge No. 15, Independent Order of Odd Fellows at
Emporia, Camp No. 184 of the Ancient Order of United
Workmen at Emporia and Emporia Camp of the
Modern Woodmen of America and the local organization of the Loyal Order of Moose.
He is a vestryman in 8t. Andrew's Episcopal
Church and his wife and two sons are also members
In 1898 at Elk City, Montgomery
of that ehnrch.
County, Kansas, Senator Price married Miss Chandler
Berryman. Her father was the late Dr. G. Q. Berryman, a physician and surgeon of Elk City. They
have two children
William Gerard a sophomore in
the Emporia High School, and Lloyd Berryman, who
is atteniling the State Normal School at Emporia.
circles,

;

;

:

H.\RRY Pr.vy Study, A. B., A. M. Among the
learned callings there is none, perhaps, that demands
a greater degree of patience, tact, specialized knowledge, judgment and natural executive ability than
that of the eilucator, and the individual wlio enters
into this important lieht, selecting it as a calling, is
called upon to make many personal sacrifices and to
give many of the best years of his life unreservedly
to its demands, often without the emohiments that
would be attached to an equal amount of lalior exjiended in another direction.
However, there are many
satisfying rewards wliich come to the successful
teacher, and some of the best of these liave come to
Prof. Harry Pray Study, superintendent of schools

of Neodesha, Kansas, anil an educator of liigh talents,
broad knowledge and extensive experience.
Professor Study was born at Fountain City, Indiana, January 7, 1879, and is a son of William H. and
Louisa (Cranor) Study. The family originated in
Baden, Baden,. Germany, and it is tliought tliat the
great-grandfather, who was a homesteader into Indiana, was the original emigrant to America, his tirst
residence being in Maryland.
In one of these two
states, in 1817, was born Isaac Study, the grandfather
of Professor Study.
He engaged in farming during
the greater part of his life, in Indiana, and died at
Williamsburg, that state, in 18H1. William H. Study
was born at or near Williamsburg, Indiana, in 1841,
and was there reared and eilucatecl. In 1861, at the
outbreak of the Civil war, he enlisted for service in
the I'nion army, joining tlie Eiglith Regiment, Indiaua
Volunteer Infantry, with wliich organization he
served throughout the struggle, ]iarticipating in all
the engagements of his regiment, including Cedar
Creek and Pea Ridge, rising to the rank of lieutenant,
and being wounded in one of the engagements that
took place in front of Vicksburg (hiring the siege of
that city.
On his return from tlie war, with an honorable record for courage and fidelity, he was made
<leputy shevifl' of Wayne County, Indiana, and after
acting in that capacity for two years was elected

and held that office four years. On his retirement from the shrievajty he turned his attention to
mercantile pursuits, and for a numlier of years was a
merchant at Fountain City, Indiana, but in 1884
came to Kansas and secured a ranch 4% miles southeast of Cedarvale, in Chautauqua County.
He lived
on that property and in the vicinity for fourteen years, when, upon his election to the office
of probate judge of Chautauqua County he took up
his residence at Sedan, Kansas, and when his foursheriff
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year term was completed remained in the

office

and

assisted in the duties of his successor.
Judge Study
then retired from active life, Imt was recalled to public affairs as police judge of Sedan, and was
acting
in that capacity at the time of his
death, which
occurred July 7, 1911. He was a republican in politics, a memlier of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and belonged to the Independent Order of Odd Feb.
lows.
In all the relations of life he was a man who

conducted his dealings in a strictly honorable manner,
and in each community in which he resided gained and
retained the confidence, respect and friendship of his
fellow-men. Judge Stuily married Miss Louisa Cranor,
who was born November"6, 1843, in Indiana, and died
January 1, ]91(;, at Sedan, Kansas, and they became
the parents of five children:
Bert C, who was a
traveling salesman and died at Denver, Colorado, in
Clarence
1914;
M., who is a scaler in lumber camps
and resides at Fullerton, Louisiana; Lorena, who
died at the age of five years; Kizzie, who died when
four years of age; and Harry Pray.
Harry P. Study received his early education in the
rural schools of Chautauqua County, Kansas, and was
graduated from the Cedar Vale High School in 1897.
Following this he entered Baker LTniversity, Baldwin,
Kansas, froiri which he was graduated w-ith the class
of 1903, and the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and while
attending that institution joined the exclusive Delta
Tau Delta fraternity, of which he is still a member.
On leaving tlie university Professor Study became
principal of the Eureka (Kansas) High School, a
position which he filled during the school year of
1903-4, and then went, in the same capacity, to
Ottawa, Kansas, where he remained during the school
years of 1904-5 and 1905-t;. In order to further his
studies he then attended Boston University, following
which he took a European trip, visiting England, Ciermany and France, in 1907-8, and attending lectures
in all these countries.
In 1911 he received the degree
of Master of Art from Boston University.
In 1908,
on his return to the United States, Professor Study
became head of the history department of Tome
School for Boys, at Port Deposit, Maryland, where
he also discharged the duties of dormitory master,
and remained for two years. In the year 1910-11 he
was head of the history department of the Horace
Mann School, New York City, and then returned to
Sedan to look after his father, who had had an attack
of illness.
There Professor Study was superintendent
of schools for the year 1911-12, and in the latter year
came to Neodesha to act in a like capacity, now having
under his su)ierintendency four schools, forty teachers
and 1,250 scholars. From the start I'rofessor Study
has sought to better conditions in every way and to
advance the educational standard, and in both these
A thorough student
directions has been successful.
of the science of education and possessed of a natural
instinct for child psychology, he has made his schools
living, growing organisms responsive to the best in
teacher and puiiil. Professor Study is a member of
the Kansas State Teachers Association and tlie Schoolmasters Club. As a fraternalist he holds memlier'

'

ship in Little Bear Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons; Neodesha Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; and
Ab-Del-Kader Commandery, Knights Templar, of FreHis residence is at No. 806 Iowa Street.
donia.
In 1911 Professor Study was married, at Meadville,
Pennsylvania, to Miss Clara. Louise Lord, daughter of
L. L. and Mary (Welch) Lord, who live at No. 730
North Main Street, Meadville, Mr. Lord being engaged
I'rofessor and
in the jilumbing contracting business.

Mrs. Studv have one child,
2.

1916.

Marv

Lord, born

November
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