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BIOGRArHY OF GOVERNOR xVNDREW

H.

REEDER

[For the biography of Governor Reeder the Historical Society is indebted to his
It is understood to have been prepared in part, from data furnished by Hon. Grosvenor P. Lowrey, of New York, who was Governor Reeder's private secretary during a portion of his official service. It was received from Mr.
William W. Marsh, under date of March 2, 1881.]
v
sons and daughter.

Andrew H. Reeder,

Governor of Kansas Territoiy, was born

first

He

Easton, Pennsylvania, July 12, 1807.
tion at Lawrenceville,

entered upon

its

New

at

received an academical educa-

Jersey, studied the profession of the law,

and

practice at Easton, where, after the customary vicissitudes

of a young lawyer, he arose to a local eminence unsurpassed in eastern

Pennsylvania, by any of his

professional associates.

This distinction was

the more notable as the bar of that part of the State was recognized as exceptionally strong and able.
]\[r.

lleeder was married in 1831, to

Amelia Hutter, of Easton.

Of

this

marriage eight children were born, five of whom, together with their mother.
survived the husband and father.

Mrs. Reeder died,

in Easton,

Pennsylva-

The surviving children are Mrs. William W.
Marsh, of New Jersey, George M., Howard, and General Frank Reeder. of
The domestic life of Governor Reeder was distin^^-uished for iis
Easton.
purity, and the devoted attachment of the members of his family to each
nia,

August

16,

1878.

other.

His political and business life wtis distinguished for energy, integrity..
and high intelligence. In politics Governor Reeder belonged to the Democratic party, and was an active participant in its counsels previous to his
appointment to the Governorship of this Territoi-y. He had never been an
oftice-seeker, but believed in the duty of every man to take part in political
His rule of action in this respect was once stated by him in the
aftairs.
form of advice to a young friend, thus: "First succeed in your profession.
Acquire, if you may by honorable means, such fortune as will enable you at
all

times to maintain yourself with dignity, irrespective of public emolu-

ment.

If

then an

office suitable to

your

taste

and capacity seeks you,

but do not allow any thought of public employment to occupy
your attention until that period shall have arrived."
accept

it,

Governor Reeder acted
ous appointment to his

strictly

first

upon

this rule in respect to the conspicu-

public office.

Pie was not only not an applicant

:
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thought ia respect to it was suggested by a comAsa Packer, of Pennsylvania, then a member of
Congress, who informed him that together with Mr. John AY. Forney, he
had recommended the President to make the appointment.
Only those readers who remember the excitement following the passage
of the famous "Kansas and Nebraska Act" will be able to appreciate the
responsibility and consequent dignity attaching to that appointment at that
All persons who have seen the comparative development of the two
time.
Territories will, however, be interested to learn that Governor Eeeder's
friends considered the appointment to the Governorship of Nebraska was
the more important, and were inclined to regret that he should be consigned
for the place, but

liis first

munication from the

to the oblivion of a

The excited

hxte

minor

p(iSt.

of the times, and the grave questions
which were about to be tried upon the new arena, gave interest to the
appointment in the eyes of Mr. Eeeder sufficient to induce him, after a few
political condition

days' consideration, to accept

it;

and

in the

ftill

of ISo-t he took his de-

parture for Fort Leavenworth, which, except Fort Riley,
place then generally

known

wi^s the

only

or spoken of in Kansas.

The succeeding winter was one of much excitement throughout

the

e>_^un-

and especially along the border of Missouri and the newly-ereated
Governor Eeeder had, shortly before his departure for his
Territories.
post, conversed with friends upon the difficulties likely to arise from the
lawless 'action of Massachusetts and other New England emigrants, who
were then reported through the press as organizing to settle in large bodies
in Kansas and vote down the legal introduction of slavery there.
He went
try,

to the

tion,

Territory in full belief that the difficulties,

would

emigrants.

He

had not up

personal association with the

to

tliat

if

any, of his admiuisini-

and lawless action of

arise out of the disorderly

this

cla^ of

time been brought into any close

men who then

represented the interests of

slavery at the Federal Capital.

"Whatever he

may have

to the purposes, principles

learned on his arrival in the Territory in respect

and actions, either of those Eastern people

whom

he then distrusted, or of those prominent along the western border of
souri

whom

the latter

him

]^ILi-

was soon clear that
had learned something concerning him which caused them much
his political associations led

to trust,

it

dissatisfitction.

An extract from the Washington Sentinel of the 24th of June, 1854. will
show what the Southern men in power thought themselves justitied to
expect after the passage of the Territorial acts
"It

is

said that the President

ha:>

tendered, or

is

about to tender, that

individual from a non-slavehuldini; State, whose opinions

upon

an

oliiee :o

the Territor:;-!

faiJI

To such rumor we give no credence: we cannot,
President can for a moment think of frnstratiuc by his

are either unsound or unknown.

we do not believe that the
patronage the design of a bill which he countenanced in all its stages, and to voich
he gave his ready sanction as a law. Recent developments have shown that Kansa*
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'IVrritory

labor

.

and that the equal
must inevitably introduce the institution of slavery there."

in the highest degree suited to slave labor,

is
.

.

law-s

of

sympathy with Senator Douglas, the authoi- and
and of the doctrine of so-called "Squatter Sovereignty," which the bill was intended to protect. It is probable that at that
time he had, with the great majority of the American people, regarded
himself as precluded by the constitution from raising ciuestions as to the
abstract right or wrong of negro slavery where it existed.
He was welcomed with eclat by the politicians of Missouri on his passage
through that State, and was doubtless prepared even to see slavery legally
Mr. Reeder was
champion of the

in full

bill,

introduced into Kansas,
the equal laws of labor

;

if that

should indeed be the fair result of applying

but he was not willing to see the voice of an actual

majority of actual settlers overcome either by force or chicane on either
side.

His opinion upon the economical questions relating

to slavery

favorable to the incorporation of Kansas as a free State.

The

made him

violence and

lawlessness which almost immediately developed themselves in favor of the

introduction of slavery, caused

him

the moral aspects of that question

;

to think

and

it

more deeply than before upon

may

be said that

tlie

pro-slaverv

was the chief instrument for converting a Democratic Governor of Pennsylvania training and Southern sympathies into a
warm and devoted friend of the slave, and opponent of all ends which rezeal of western Missouri

quired the support of such violent and unlawful means.

This conversion

members of a

Territorial Legis-

was complete when, at the

first

election for

lature, the people of western Missouri

selves into military parties

and

to the

openly organized and formed themof several thousands marched

number

Kansas and returned
homes in ^Missouri on the same day. In many places the actual
residents who had emigrated from the jSTortheru States with their fomilies,
were driven from the polls and their livts threatened should thev attempt

across the border, deposited their votes as citizens of
to their

to cast their votes.

Governor Reeder was then at Shawnee Mission, on the border of ^li;?This was, by his residence, made the temporary seat of government.
He was virtually alone, and the policy of the men of INlissouri with whom
he came in contact was, by boasting, threats, and the display of reckless
violence, to intimidate where they could not persuade.
They demanded

souri.

certificates of election for their candidates

according

to the returns

of in-

appointed chiefly from the numljcr of those who had invaded the
Territory for the purpose of voting.
Governor Reeder refused to grant cer-

spectoi-s,

ample time should have been given for the receipt of such promight need to be made. The people of the remotest precinct in the
Territory had time to forward, and did forward, a protest against the granttificates until

tests as

ing of certificates to a candidate elected by illegal votes.

such protests were received; and Governor Reeder, upon
of the facts, called new elections in several districts.

full

Several other
cousideralion

:
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It

is

easier now, since the events of the civil war, to realize the wild

frenzy to which such a community as western Missouri then was would be

driven hy an example of calm courage and a deliberate proceeding like
Tlie family and friends of Governor Reeder, indeed the whole country,
became justly alarmed for his personal safety. At about this time various
persons, notably the editor of the Parkville Luminary, were made the obThis excitement was
jects of violence, either in person or in property.
greatly intensitied when Governor Reeder, believing it best that the Legislature should convene at a point as far remote from the local influences of
Missouri as possible, exercised his power of appointing the place of meeting
by calling it at the town of Pawnee, near Fort Riley, Avhere the public
this.

buildings could be availed of

The charge was made

against

him

that he was intei'ested in lands near

Fort Riley; that he had denied attention

to the pressing affairs of the Ter-

and that he had improperly
These
charges, little by little, were spread throughout the party press, and a
strong demand was made upon the President for his removal.
The ideas which prevailed at the time concerning the rights of the people
of Missouri in the Territory of Kansas, and the great outrage implied by
any resistance of their will, will be seen from the following copy of a handbill, headed " People's Proclamation," and circulated under date of April
9, 1855
ritory during the winter of

1854 and

IS-lo;

participated in the purchase of lands from the half-breed Indians.

"Whereas. Governor Reeder has shown himself incompetent and unfit for the
and wliereas, the appointment of a man to the Governorship
of the Territory without consulting the choice of those to be governed, is an arbitrary
exercise of power, the citizens of Kansas have therefore resolved to hold an election
at Fort Leavenworth on the 2Sth, to elect a person to succeed Governor Reeder,
duties of his pt)sition;

whose removal

About

this

will

be solicited."

time Governor Reeder visited "Washington.

A strong South-

War, was
That removal was demanded upon the ostensible
grounds above suggested, of speculation in lands, and an attempt to promote his private interests by assembling the Legislature at a place inconvenient to its members. The then Commissioner of Indian Affairs was
made the special mouthpiece of that party, and a correspondence, which
resulted quite satisfactorily to the friends of Governor Reeder, ensued
After two weeks in "Washington,
between him and the Commissioner.
during Avhich Governor Reeder's friends, under the form of defending him
against these specific charges, were really called upon to defend him against
the inexpressed but more important charge that he was not found to be a
ern party, headed by ]Mr. Jefferson Davis, then Secretary of

urging his removal.

facile

instrument in the hands of these local politicians of Missouri

who

of the Pro-Slavery party of the South, he
was assured by the President of his personal confidence, and that he was

assumed

to act as representatives

desired to return to the Territory
duties of his office.

and continue the performance of the

:
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The view then taken by Southern men of the actions of all such as did
not explicitly coincide in their plans for the introduction of slavery, is
shown in a letter to the New York Herald of ^Nlay 20, 185-5, under the title

"The Scheme of the Administration to make Kansas a Free State":
"The particulars of an astounding game at political hazard are shortly to be made
known to the American people, numbering as leaders in the performance no less
of

personages than the President of the United States and Senator Douglas, of Illinois.
This exposure will demonstrate to the South how far with safety to the future it

mav

be well to trust Northern politicians in their professions of support to their instituThe particulars attending the conspiracy to force upon Kansas a

tions.

.

free-soil

.

.

government comes

to me,"' &c., &.c.

In the JDatly Pennsylvanian, a Democratic organ of great influence at
that time, appeared an article about the 20th of May, from ^vhich the fol"
lowing is an extract
give below an extract from a letter to a gentle-

We

:

man

of this city, from one Avho has battled long and well for the rights of
the South, and who will still aid it in all that justly belongs to it.
But it
is

very evident that his feelings have been soured at the conduct of the

^Eissourians
"
'

WASHiN-OTO>f City,

May

30, 1855.

Governor Eeeder has a proud yet most critical position. The murderers in Missouri pursue him alone, because he will not yield to their demand for slavery
by
illegal votes in Kansas.
Had he done so there would not be the skeleton of a Democratic party left in the free States.
He might have purchased ease and place by
letting the slave-owners of Missouri take charge of Kansas; he might
have been
Governor or Senator; but he thought of Pennsylvania and the North, and of his
own honor, and he acted as an honest and patriotic Democrat. He goes back, and
will sell his life dearly if any effort is made to do him personal
injury.
The fact is,
the South asked too much of us. I am sick of their arrogance, sick
of their violence,
and resolved that, however ready I am to stand by their rights, I wUl not sustain
"

'

their

carry,

wrongs.

Slavery

is

not God-descended;

and we must not have

it

made

it is not a divinity; it
heavier by arrogant exaction." "

is

a load to

These excerpts will give some idea of the seething political feeling of the
and will cast light upon that beginning of discontent among prominent Democrats in the North, Avhich finally ended in the breaking-off of the
time,

greater portion of that party in solid mass from

its

Southern associations,

when Mr. Davis and his friends, moving logically forward from the position
which they had taken in respect to Kansas, announced the secession of tlie
South and the opening of the A7ar of the Rebellion.
Governor Tteeder prepared to return to Kansas. On tlie dav before his
dej.arture he received from William L. Marcy, Secretary
of State, a letter
dt'siring

him

to

make explanations

against his official conduct, being the
tioned.

to

the President of certain charges

same which have been alreadv men-

Governor Keeder replied, informing the Secretary that he "was on
the eve of departure to the Territory, where
the Legislature would convene
on the 2d of July, and from that place he
would address his reply. Tiie
prc>.- gi-nerally expressed
the opinion that the President was at last driven
i' yield to the demand
for Governor Reed£j:> removal, but that as it was

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
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impossible to assign the real ground,

iin

ostensible ground, one less likely to

had been chosen.
On his trip up the Missouri river by the boat Polar Star, which arrived
at Kansas City about the 20th of June, Governor Eeeder was on several
occasions made the subject of offensive and insulting approaches by the people at the landings, and by some of his fellow-passengers.
It was evident
that the excitement of the Missourians had been greatly increased during
his absence by their failure .to jirocurc his removal.
Arriving at Kansas City, he departed immediately for Pawnee, where the
otiend public opinion,

Legislature assembled on the 2d of July, and almost immediately adjourned
to

Shawnee Methodist Mission, about three miles from Westport, Missouri.
The Governor had, by message, communicated to the Legislature his ob-

jections to the proposed adjournment, on the

of the Territorial act,

it

ground

that,

under the terms

was not in the power of the Legislature

to sir else-

where than at the place named by him, and his doubt whether the Territory
would derive any fruits from such legislation as might be passed at another
This warning was disregarded, and the Governor felt called upon
place.
to veto all acts passed by that Legislature, upon grounds which were clearly
and forcibly set forth in the message vetoing "An act to prevent the sale of
intoxicating liquors, and games of chance, within one mile of the Shaunee
^Manual Labor School, in the Territory of Kansas,'' dated July 21, ISoo.
Immediately following this veto, Governor Reeder was notified from ^Yashington of his removal, and John L. Dawson, of Pennsylvania, was appointed
in his place.

may have existed in his
Governor Pecder threw himself ardently into public aiiairs.
becoming an element of great strength in counsel and in action to the sorelv
Thus

relieved from whatever embarrassments

official jiosition,

beset Free-State party of the Territory.

He

attended the

first

convtiuiou

of that party at Big Springs, and was the author of the resolutions passed

by that convention, which rallied Free-State men and concentrated them
for the contest Mhich was to follow.
This convention took action aimed to rid the peoj)le of the Territory from
the effects of the Missouri invasion, through which a usurping Legislature
had been foisted upon Kansas, enacting a code of laws intended to exclude
and drive out Free-State settlei-s. The acts of that lA'gislaturc, inchiding
Sutj-k
those pi'oviding for elections, were repudiated by the convention.
were taken towards the framing vt' a CunstitutiMii, and a}.j»lication to Con<.i.)Vernjr Reeder
gress for admission under it into the Union as a State.
was nominated by the convention as a Delegate to Congress. At an election
provided for by the convention, he was elected by 2.841) votes, as against
2,721 votes which were ca^t for John W. Whitlield at an election provided
the larger part of tlie:?e votes
for by the Pro-Slavery usurjjing Legislature
being cast by ]Missourians who had come over for the sole object of v.-sring,

—

and who were

in

no sense

citizens of

Kansas.

H
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At the assembling of Congress Governor Reeder proceeded to Washington and ckxinied his scat, upon the ground that he had been elected by a
In the spring of 1856, a
majority of the legal votes cast in the Territory.
committee was appointed by tlie House of Representatives, consisting of
William A. Howard of Michigan, John Sherman of Ohio, and :Mordecai
Oliver of ^Missouri, to investigate the allegations made by Governor Reeder
The committee began the taking
iu support of his petition to be seated.
of testimony at Tecumseh, on the 5th of May, 1856.
During the spring, considerable bodies of men, varying from one to three

hundred, had come into the Territory, unaccompanied by their families
and without the pos.session of such property as usually indicated an honest

They were from South

purpose to settle and remain.

Carolina,

Alabama,

Georgia, and other Southern States, and were fully armed, and acted under

One, which chiefly attracted attention, was known
They were encamped about Lecompton, and at
various points within a few miles of Lawrence, and were believed to be
guilty of various acts of outrage and murder which then occurred.
The United States Court, presided over by Judge Lecompte, of Maryland,
military organization.

as "Buford's

Company."

were understood to be most cordially with the Pro-Slavery
was convened at Lecompton. At the same time a grand jury was
summoned; and coincideutally with the Congressional examination and the
assembly of these armed men, the grand jury proceeded to examine into

whose

affiliations

party,

charges of high treason against

Andrew H.

A subpena was

Reeder, Charles Robinson, James

Governor Reeder, and served,
Committee, requiring his attendance
It was suspected by his friends to be the purpose
before the grand jury.
of the Pro-Slavery men, not only to withdraw him from the Congressional
investigation, and thus stifle discovery, but if possible to bring him within
some real or pretended infraction of the laws of the usurping Legislature,

H. Lane and

others.

issued to

iu the presence of the Congressional

which he could be taken into custody and retained in the Territory.
Failing to obtain his attendance as a witness, the grand jury, without
taking any testimony whatever relating to Governor Reeder, voted by a

for

And an indictment against him and Charles Robinson for
tlie charge by Judge Lecompte, wlio is
described. by Governor Reeder as "a man of frivolous mind, little ability,
less integrity, great perversity and indolence, and limited knowledge of the
law, who, having neither property, practice, nor reputation at home,'" had
been appointed Chief Justice of this unfortunate Territory. The plan, which
was openly discussed in the jury room, was to arrest Governor Reeder under
large majority to

treason.

This was in obedience to

whatever charge, with other prominent Free-State men in the Territory, and,
kfcping them in confinement for a few months, to break down the party m
detail.

After the iudictnient, another subpena was
•rnui-

Iveeder, requiring

him

to

i.^sued

and

appear at Lecompton

servetl

to

upon Gov-

be examined as a

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
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witness before the grand jury which

had

just indicted him.

subpena

Thi.*

the Governor was advised to disregard; and on Thursday, the 8th of

May,
Lawrence with a majority of the committee. An attempt
was there made to attach him for contempt of the subpena, but he refused
arrest.
By this time all possibility of Governor Reeder's remaining with
he returned

to

safety to participate in the investigation was, in the opinion of his friends,

The object of intelligent Pro-Slavery managers was achieved;
but the anger of their more ignorant followers had become so stirred that

at an end.

great fears were entertained lest he should be
lence.

made

Respectable Pro-Slavery men, together with

the object of
all

mob

vio-

his friends, assured

him

that his life would not be safe should he remain openly in the Territory.
was by the aid of friends conveyed to Kansas City, where he was concealed for nearly two weeks, seeing every day the posse comitatus marching through the streets executing or trying to execute writs in the State of

He

Missouri for the arrest of fugitives from Kan.sas,

who were charged along

with him in a new general indictment for high treason.
of Lawrence, and others, endeavoring to

make

their

Charles Robinson,

way from

the Territory,

were arrested at Lexington and other places in Missouri and returned
Territory, where they were kept in duress for several months.

to the

After countless perils Governor Roeder reached the State of Illinois on
the 27th of ^lay.

His arrival

citement and enthusiasm.

in the free State occasioned the wildest ex-

As he journeyed toward the

everv

East, at

principal town he was detained, and great crowds of people assembled to

welcome him, and to promise him protection from anv attempt
him and return him to the Territory.

see him, to
to retake

To a man reared

an orderly community, where personal violence Avas
was a trying
experience.
The courage and the skill with which Governor Reeder had
first withstood, and then escaped from the mobs of his enemies, caused him
to be the hero of the hour in the Xorth.
In the year 1856 the Republican party for the first time nominated a
candidate for the Presidency, and Governor Reeder heartily entered the
campaign in favor of .John C. Fremont. At the close of that campaign he
in

to be thought of only as the most unlikely of all dangei-s, this

returned to the practice of his profession at Easton, and continued
greatly increased success.

it

with

In 1860 he was a prominent candidate before

the Republican conventioti for the Vice-Presidency, being nominated

the Pennsylvania delegation.

At the breaking

out of the

War

by

of the

Rebellion, he and General Nathaniel Lyon, afterwards killed in ]\[is-ouri,
were appointed Brigadier Generals, being among the first apj^ointments to

made by xVbraham Lincoln.
Governor Reeder was i)Ossessed of high natural qualities ftr a soldier
l)ut he was
courage, endurance, power of discipline and combination
without such experience as in his opinion was necessary to justify any
conscientious nuxn to assume important military command.
He declined

that rank

—

—

;;
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that no man had a right
the appointment, expressing publicly his opinion
his time of life, at the possible exto learn a new trade or profession at
offered his services to the
pense of the lives of other men. He promptly
could be useful,
Government, however, in any other capacity in which they

and afterwards was employed

in various

important services, not strictly

military, during the war.

the 5th of July,
His death occurred, after a short illness, at Easton, on
citizen of Kansas as
A. D. 1864. His memory should be revered by every
every duty hi.s best
that of an honest and fearless magistrate, who gave to
willing to risk life, if
intelligence and effort, and who in trying times was
of wrong to the
need be, rather than to submit to or permit the perpetration
charge.
had
he
which
infont Territory over

GOVERNOR REEDER'S ESCAPE FRO.M KANSAS.
Him during the Period
Corx FKOM DiARX or Governor A. H. Reedee; Written by
WHEN He was Escaping erom Kansas in Disgitise, in May. 1856.*

Monday,

^May

5.— Left Lawrence with

Congressional Committee for
in the afternoon

Tecumseh. Commenced examination of witnesses there
R. Rees assisting Whitfield.

Tuesday, May 6.— Examined

witnesses.

Took

Judge Elmore.

tea with

think this
Returned at 9 o'clock p. m. through the woods alone. Began to
room: was
was rather imprudent. .Mrs. Elmore lives in a cabin of one
foil; she says
compelled to nurse her negroes and do -the house work last
well, and is a most
she never cooked a meal before. She bears the change

woman.
from
"Wednesday, ^NLay 7.— Examined witnesses until 4 p. m. Learned
plan we had so often
the best authority (a grand juror and othei-s) that the

excellent

party
heard of was about being carried out, to paralyze the Free-State
the
by
charged
been
had
Lecompton
at
session
in
now
jury
that the grand
only all the otiicers
court, a-s had the last grand jury at Delaware, that not
indictable. A
of the State Government, but all the judges of election, were
some reason
for
but
Delaware,
at
found
been
had
number of indictments
drunk, sevhad not been pressed, and the grand jury being many of them
similar attempt, we knew, had been
eral had been lost in the street.
m ade at Osawkee, when John Hutchinson had been called as a witness, and

A

•The

Society from General
extract from Governor Ueeder's diary was received br the

Frank

Iteeder, with the following letter:

Easton, Nov. 4, ISSo.-F. G. .-trfa»^, £.7., To/^efca, A'«,w-u-Dear Sih: I P^ T"" ^J'„J^>;f„'?;f.
It
'°. °°«
father in 18.50, while escaping from Kansas
of the diary kept bv
°J,^7'-; /,^'^f
indeyii-herable. I ha^e
niplete. the original havim; become so blurre.1 as to be
^^^^I
f^^.\'^
w
will
made while concealed in the hotel at Kansiu City, the original ol ^'"'^V 1-^"

my

the

partme
ment of the diarv.

Very truly yours,

f»

J^

"
f
Fr.ok Kkkdvk.

h™k

•
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had refused

to

answer several questions, and

his refusal

had been passed

over because they were of matters iuquirable at Lecompton, in another
Both these courts, as well as that at Lecompton, were presided
county.
over by Chief Justice Lecompte, a

man

of frivolous mind,

little ability, less

and indolence, and limited knowledge of the law.
Having neither pro]>erty, practice, nor reputation at home, his head became
turned by the location of the capital at the town he had laid out and
named. By this means and the domineering habit of the Fro-Slavery men,
so well adapted to operate on a weak man, they have made of him a most
supide tool. After his charge to the grand jury at Lecompton, they proceeded to consider the matter, and, without taking any testimony at all,
voted by a large majority of the 16 present to find indictments against
Gov. Robinson and myself for treason. James Whitlock (a canting, sneaking scoundrel, who was elected to the bogus Legislature by the 1,000 Missourians that came over to Lawrence and took possession of the polls, and
who does the most atrocious things under the garb of piety), suggested that
it was important to get out of us all the facts we knew, and that perhaps,
integrity, great perversity

if

they once presented us for treason, they could not put us through an

examination, and

the presentment would better be suppressed, and

if not,

send subpenas for us

first

;

that

we could then be examined, and afterwards

arrested.

District Attorney Isacks was sent for, and inquired of whether we could
be as well examined after we were jn-esented as before, and he of course
said " No." All of this Whitlock knew as well before, his main object be-

ing to bring us to Lecumpton on a sub[)ena, knowing that on a warrant fur

had from James F. Legate, one
to inform me.
Governor Rol)inson and Lieutenant Governor RoI)erts and myself had a consultation, and
that the plans of the enemy wercAvell
all came to the same conclusion
laid; that if we allowed them to i)ick up all our leaders, including all the

treason we would not come.

of the grand jury,

These details

I

who came up tu.Tecumseh

—

members of the Legislature, iScc, for an oflense not bailable,
and keep them shut up for six months, and until after the next election, (as
they could,) that they would then take our pi;ople in detail and break them
down, especially as they had provided for a parade and training of the militia on election day, and under cover of this would introduce, without doubt,
a number of men froni Missouri. The prospect was dark, the crisis an important one and involving grave consequences, and yet we had but l)nef
time to consult. Resolved that we must soon make an open, organiztd
armed resistance, and that to make it as eiiectual and justifiable as it is
already righteous and just, we must do it under and thnuigh the forms of

State officers,

the State government, and thus set up the State against the Territorial gov-

ernment.

who

For

this

we must

call the

Legislature t(^gether,

i»as.s

laws, organ-

organize and officer our militia, and sup[)ly them all with arms,
are not already supplied; that as soon as our courts are organized we

ize courts,

.
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away from them,
of habeas corpus and take
http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
shape
and blood

must
iiiid

their prisoners

issue writs

thus

make

in the best

the issue of force

Ave can.

Codi-

laws will soon be
fying committees are already at work, and some of the
June, as on that
of
day
the
called
by
must
be
Legislature
The
ready.

—

day commences the next court in the Second District, when they will all be
It is agreed also that some one shall go East to raise
indicted and arrested.
men and arms to prepare for this emergency, and for several reasons that
Robinson would "better go, after issuing his proclamation for the Legislature
I suggested that I would
assemble, leaving Koberts to act in his place.
to

have them try one of their indictments for treason on me, and that
perhaps I should better be arrested. All agree that much capital could be
made out of it, but the only difficulty is that it will keep me prisoner till
would
October, when so much is to be done. I persisted, however, that I
submit to the arrest and try it. We did not determine what we would do
like to

the General Government took the field against
and gave us the alternative of backing out or of levying war against
are
them. This would be not the silly sham treason for which indictments
found now, but actual treason at least in the letter, although as holy and
Robinson declares
glorious in spirit as the dawn of the Revolution of 76.
absolutely
that at least we will wipe out the d— d Territorial Government

as a last resort in case
us,

effectually, and to this we all assented.
Toward evening a Mr. Fain, a new-comer from Georgia, who has been in
that he
the Territory but two weeks, called and very politely informed me
was acting as Deputy ]Marshal, and had a subpena for me. I requested
him to let me see it, and he handed mc a copy. On looking at it I dise^n--

and

ered that

it

was very irregular

in form, and, as I

was not yet r£ady

to

be

I accordingly so informed
arrested for treason, I determined not to obey it.
and
the officer, giving, as the reasons, my privilege as Delegate in Congress,

the informality of the subpena.

He

left,

and soon

after

met Legate, asked

he
where Robinson was, and was told he had gone to Topcka asked if
told
could go there and subpena him with safety. Legate mischievously
alarmed the
liim he did not know, that he must run his own risks, which so
Georgian that he at once turned back to Lecompton. The same evening
we went back to Topeka stayed till after breakfast of the next day.
Thuksday, :May 8.— Returned to Lawrence, where we met Mr. Sherman
;

;

and Mr. Oliver, wlio had gone to Lecompton on the evening before. At 2^
Saw my Georgui trit-nd "i
o'clock p. M., commenced to examine witnesses.
yesterday come in and go up stairs for a consultation with Major Oliver,
and some friends; had a small posse with him, all armed. He soon came
I put myinto the room and informed me lie had an attachment for me.
self

on

my

privilege,

and claimed that the committee protect me, so tliat I
They decided they had no power to in-

could go on with the investigation.
terfere,

but

a positive opinion in favor of
I th..ni
Oliver dlirering from them on that i-oint.

Howard and Sherman expressed

niy privilege from arrest

;
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how

stated

I ^vas privileged,

made a

full

explanation, and declared that I

and warned the officer that if he arrested me, he did
He and posse left without making the effort. In the meanso at his peril.
time I had learned from good authority that my life was not safe from private assassination at Lecompton, and I had made up my mind that I would

would

i)roteet myself,

not go there to be kept for six months, in danger of nightly assassination
and daily insult, from giving my help to our cause, or fighting the pending
for
contest in Congress, confined in some miserable dog-hole in the place

—

evening, by advice of friends, wrote to
Shannon and Lecompte to say that, if they would give me their guarantee
of personal safety and immediate return to the committee, I would come and

there are no comforts there.

Same

Same night a discussion was had whether I should wait and fight
the posse that would come after me, or I leave the Territory and there
was a difference of opinion, all agreeing, however, that if the U. S. dragoons
testify.

;

should come down we would submit.
Ascertained that there Avere only ten kegs of powder in Lawrence, and
only 200 Sharps' rifles. Some were in the surrounding country, however,

and 5,000 Sharps' rifle cartridges were reported on hand, so that the ten
kegs would mostly be used for our three pieces of artillery and tlie common
Intelligence came in that the enemy were ordered to muster at
rifles.
Lecompton, and had scouts out over the country, and that men were
prepared to come from Kickapoo and Atchison, most of them Missourians,
of course. Decided to wait till next day, and 1 stayed in my quarters at
*

the hotel,

—

Governor Robinson left, openly, with his wife for
Friday, ^Fay 9.
mesKansas City to take boat down the river. Roberts took command

—

sengers sent out to our friends to be ready

if

called for.

Considered best

that I should disappear for the present, and about 10 A. M. I left in a
buffL^y with Lvmau Allen, and witii a borrowed overcoat and cap, drove to

down its bed to E. W. Clark's, where I remained seThe companies were mustered, and spies were sent up to
Answer received from Shannon, unsatisfactory. Judge Le-

the ravine and walked
creted all day.

Lecompton.
compte says he
Ecen'uuj.

lias

no answer to give.

— Picket

guards posted a mile on the road to Lecompton.
Friends came over to see me,
Howard, Chairman of Congressional Committee, Low-

Reports that they have 300 men asseml)led.

and

atiiong

them

rey, Jenkins,

3[r.

Hulchnison, Roberts, &c.

Prevailing opinion that I should

leave the Territory and attend to mattera at Washington, and that if I were
away a fight could be avoided. Lowrey says he has askirt' at mouth of ravine
to cross the river,
fer to

go

to

and

hoi-ses to ride so as to

Topeka, and thence

City, about 250 miles.

reach the Nebraska line

City, if creeks can be forded.

I

;

but pre-

the Laramie road, and to Nebraska

First night's travel will be dangerous, as

pass through the enemy's scouts.
sas

u])

preferred to go

down

we must
Kan-

at night to

Determined by advice, however,

to

go
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midnight went over to the town to arrange
Lowrey and
Three horses tied in the ravine. At hotel found
men who agreed with me; and decided to hide till tlie next evening and
then start for Kansas City Jenkins to make the arrangements. Left at
west,

aud

at

;

]MoClure to go along.

;

Morgan and G. W. Goss,
who roused up aud gave me a bed; (about a mile south of town.)
Saturday, May 10. Remained shut up in bedroom all day. Xews
from Lawrence that the posse had not come down. At 9 p. M., Jenkins
came with two-horse carriage, and George Earl and McClure, and his own
saddle horse.
Concluded to avoid the main road on account of a company
at Franklin and the height of the Wakarusa.
Went by Blanton's missed
once with Jenkins and rode to the house of

—

—

and did not reach Fish's till near 1 o'clock at night, too late to
pass Westport till long after daylight.
Stayed at Fish's concealed; put
horses and carriage out of sight.
Sunday, May IL Kept concealed up stairs. Many persons passed,
through the day, and stopped; among them ]\rilt. M'Gee, who would have
given his whole team to know who was up stairs. Left at 7:30 p. m. Eoad
clea)-.
Arrived at Kansas City about 2 o'clock in the morning; found
Lowrey waiting, and Col. Eldridge; room ready for us; dangerous neighthe road,

—

bors across the passage.

Monday,

^Nlay 12.

passengers was G.

— Remained

W. Brown,

concealed.

Boat came up, and among

of a mob to take
Brown shut himself
40 assembled, headed by Milt. ^I'Gee, who
of Lawrence.

Rumors

him, and I was removed to No. 25 for greater safety.

up in No. 28. A mob of 30 or
came into the hotel, and going by mistake to O. C. Brown's room, they
dragged him out and took him down town
discovered their error, and let
him go. Col. Eldridge came up and informed me, that I might be pre-

—

pared. Sent out for about 50 ^lichigan emigrants, who had come up to-day
and camped near town. The Marshal of the town came to the hotel and
took part against the intruders, and soon had a posse.
M'Gee's men were
principally from Westport.
Eldridge thinks they do not know I am here,

but

may tumble on me

in searching for

Brown.

Looking out of

windows, however, I saw and heard M'Gee, H. C. Pate,

my

front

Winchester,

Brockett, and another, in conversation, and Pate was instructing a

man

and look for some one, and described me, so that from what I
heard I recognized the description. Lowrey heard that they were also after
him. The prospect of being overpowered, however, deterred any further
effort, and in the afternoon they suddenly left.
In the evening it was found
to go in

—

men were

all
posted all ai'ound the house to prevent any escapes
back of the house and in the hacks and wagons in front, besides those walking up aud doAvn the street.
No light kept in my room,
which Mrs. Arms had kindly abandoned to me.

that

over the

hill

—

Tuesday, May 13. Learned that Brown was still in the house, and that
Robinson and wife had been stopped at Lexington, Missouri a party of
;

18
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men coming on

the boat and taking

the Territory to

know

if

him

he was wanted.

off
I

and sending up a committee

to

advised Lowrey to leave by the

Before leaving I had him to write a
and mail it loo.<ely sealed, to induce the
belief that I was in the States, by the way of Nebraska and Iowa, as we
were confident they would open it. I instructed him also, if he got safe to
St. Louis, to telegraph up here that he had heard from me and that I was

first

boat,

and he did

letter directed to

me

safe in Chicago.

I

so in disguise.

at Chicago,

remained a prisoner

waited on by the ladies,

Monroe Eldridge,

ISirs.

Arms,

in

^Nlrs.

my

room, but was most kindly

Lynian,

Avho took a lively interest in

my

and 3[rs.
and whose kind-

^Irs. Coates,

safety,

ness I cannot soon forget.

—

Evening. Colonel Eldridge came to my room, much excited, to say
Deputy Marshal, with two of the same posse that had come to arWe conrest me at Lawrence, had just arrived and were in the house.
cluded of course that they were after me, and I supposed they had heard of
my leaving Lawrence on Saturday evening. I told him they could not arbut
rest me here on process from the Territory, and I would not submit
that they had probably found an indictment against me for treason or something else, and in that case might get process for me here, and if so, and
they came with Missouri process and a ^lissouri officer, he should get himExpecting them
self into no trouble, but bring them at once to my room.
I remained up, till
to come, I concealed this diary, and made preparation.s.
midnight, and there was a constant running up and down from the street to
their room.
At 12 o'clock I went to bed and slept soundly.
Wednesday, 'May 14. Colonel Eldridge came to my room this morning much pleased, to say that the party of yesterday had said nothing of
me, but had said they were after Lowrey and Pomeroy. He stated also
that the night before G. W. Brown, accompanied by Jenkins, had started
for Lawrence, and had been stopped on the road by M'Gee's party of ]MisHave not
sourians (without any process, of course), and made prisonei"s.
learned what is done with them. Three boats up this morning, and, as the
Sultan left on her way up the river, I heard a great hurrah, and looked
out, expecting that Tfobinson had been l)r(night up.
To my relief I f^und
that it was a parting cheer to the ^Carshal's party, who were starting up the
river to Leavenworth.
After dinner it was thought best to remove me to
25, as the disturbance of orderly arrangements, consequent upon Mr. and
jNIrs. Arms being out of their roonx, and the door being locked all day,
might excite suspicion and it was accordingly done. Matters are now quiet,
and if nothing new should turn up, and I can find a boat' that lies here
that the

—

—

;

all night,

that there

—

It would seem
and a Cajitain tluit is favorable to our cause
is no suspicifjn of my presence here, although some circumstances

s(^em to render this uncertain.

since the arrest of Robinson,
ors of

it

At
will

all

events I

devolve upon

am
me

.

anxious to get
to

Ohio and Michigan, and, perhaps, Iowa and Wisconsin,

our people against Missouri.

off,

as,

go to the G')vernfor hcip for
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15.

—

^latter^s

passed

elaborately cared for by the ladies,

who

oft'

as usual.
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Kindly treated and

who bring me my meals and

all sorts

of

my

room and attend to all
my comforts, and at the same time eluding detection by the most watchful
]My imprisonment would be
ingenuity and the most amazing stratagems.

nice things to eat;

place early flowers in

anything but irksome, were

it

not that

my

spirit chafes to

be about

tlie

work of procuring from the States the aid so much needed by our abused
and persecuted people, (aid, too, which will soon be needed,) and also thai
I long to join my idolized, noble wife, and my precious, dearly-loved children, to quiet the fears and anxieties which they must feel only the more
keenly Mhen Lowrey gets home and informs them that I am a concealed
^Meanwhile, the work of violence and perfugitive in the enemy's country.
secution goes on.
I learn that Jenkins and Brown are still prisoners at

—

AVestport, without process; that travelers are stopped on the road

— even

the mail stages searched, and passengers taken out Avheu they happen to be

One traveler, coming down from Lawrence, was stopped on
and ordered to open his carpet-bag to see if he had any letters or
dispatches from Lawrence, and, as he refused to be searched, it was cut
open by the ruffians. I learn that court at Lecompton has adjourned
that Shannon has left because he has no control.
This is probably a mistake; I cannot believe it.
About 100 young men from the S<3uth, said
be from South Carolina and Georgia, arrived, as I am told, last evening, all
armed and equipped after the fashion of Buford's men, who, from their
appearance, equipments, acts, and conversation, have evidently come, not
as emigrants, but only to fight.
About half of them went on to Leavenworth, and the residue landed here and went into the Territory, leaving their
trunks here with Mr. Taylor, and saying that they did not want them along,
as the fight would probably be over in a few weeks, and then they would
go back. This looks as though the crisis was to come sooner than we expected.
God grant it may not be till Ave can get more men. more arms.
and more powder.
Evening. Mr. Coates came to my room and told me startling news.
He says that he learned from S
a member of the Blue Lodge, that it
has been for some time determined to a.ssemble all the force they can in the
Territory and from ^lissouri, until they raise 2,000 men, and then attack
and destroy Lawrence that S
says he received a summons commanding him to be there
that the plan is for parties to go in by byways and in
small parties, so as to avoid detection, and when all is ready, to have pretexts furnished l)y the finding of indictments and issuing of writsi and
taking the whole as the Marshal's posse, to march into Lawrence by nig'::r.
and destroy the place and people. He states also that he informed Kobinson of this last Friday evening, and at Robinson's instance went up on Saturday, arrived there Saturday night, and made it knovrn to our people.
This accounts for mv not havinjr heard it, as 1 was not in Lawrence after Friobnoxious.
the road,

—

t'.>

—

,

—

;
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He

day night.

says also that Donaldson, the Marshal, has issued a procla-

mation calling for a force, and reciting generally that he has writs against
sundry citizens of Lawrence. He says also, on the authority of Colonel
Sumner, that Shannon had become alarmed, but was powerless, and no betthat he had essayed
ter than a prisoner in the hands of those around him
;

to

take into his

own hands

the collection of a posse, but the ]Marshal would

not allow it that he had then insisted that Donaldson should not accept
the services of any Missourians, to which a reluctant assent was given, but
that this was a mere evasion, and that there were camps of Missourians now
;

themselves Georgians, as was learned from a
There have come to the

in the Territory,

who

man by

of Wise, Avho was in the camp.

name

the

call

Territory this spring some 300 or 400 young men, including Buford's party,
who evidently came here to tight, and whose leaders probably undei-stood

programme before they left home.
Under cover of these men and assuming

the whole

cititizcns

of Missouri will doubtless come

their

name and

over.

Mr.

character, the

Coates also says,

on authority of Colonel Sumner, that Shannon has actually fled the country,
under pretense of business, to avoid the storm which he cannot control and
dare not face. Also, that our friends at Lawrence sent a messenger
(Captain Walker) to Shannon, with a letter requesting him to order out the
town that Walker had difficulty to get into
town, and was compelled to conceal himself, and send in another person;

trooi)s for the defense of the

;

that he was recognized and fired at, but not hit. Shannon's reply was Avritten while surrounded by the ultra men about him, and was evasive and
Also, that the attack was fixed for to-morrow evening.
unsatisfactory.

most alarming news, and I tremble for our people. How unfortuMy first thought was to return but onall be there
telling Mr. Coates so, he declared it impossible, and I have no doubt he is
The road is well watched, and I should be stopped and captured.
right.
This

is

nate that we cannot

!

;

It is mortifying to think that the great decisive battle of the cause is .to be
at least no share in the
fought so near me, and I to have no share in it
glory, although probalily, as the fight must roll here, I shall share the

—

danger.

—

Still shut up in my room, the monotony relieved only
Frid.vy, May 16.
by an occasional visit from some of the ladles. Colonel Eldridge, who went
Monroe
to Lawrence two or three days ago, is expected back to-night.
Eldridge called in, a moment, to bring me some cigars, and says that the
rifles, which Jenkins sent up on Monday or Tuesday last, got safe, concealed
in the wagon, as far as Franklin, and were there taken by the party sta-

tioned there.

This

is

to

He

be regretted, as our friends need them.

says

Lawrence are stopped,
and that baggage is .'searched on the road. iNIr. Coates says that S
thinks the attack will not be made to-night. Jenkins, he says, was released
and as
at Westport, only on condition that he sliould not go to Lawrence
also that all persons suspected of going to the help of

;

ir.'jui

:('\i\
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jirocess,
I

way

of course.

to -this phice
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he was arrested again by M'Gee

No arrangemeut

yet

made about a boat

to

— without

go down on.

begin to feel uneasy, and urged ^Ir. Coates to fix upon one, and

make

the

bargain.

Saturday, ]May

17.

— Coh)nel Eldridge

did not i-eturn, as expected hist

and no intelligence from him. Cannon, it is said, have gone up tu
Leeompton, and a load of cannon balls from Lexington. One piece of
cannon is at Wcstport, waiting for the party that is to take it uji. This
and
morning the ladies had great ditficulty in waiting on me. Mrs. E
and a new-comer, all seemed as though their suspicions
and Mrs.
ilrs. Coates and Mi-s. ^lonroe
were excited, and they on the watch,
Eldridge were in my room, and it was a long time before they could leave
Afterwards, when I was
]Mrs. Eldridge was probably seen to come out.
it.
taken to No. 27, until my room could be ordered up and left to stand open
or
a while to avert suspicion from it, I was certainly seen by ^Ii-s. S
This afternoon a report reaches here that I was captured
the new-comer.
Boat after boat passes down before my window, and my
at Leavenworth.
confinement begins to be more and more galling and chafing. I must leave
here soon, at all risks.
]\[y wife, to whom I dare not write, and could give
no consolation if I did, must be alarmed at the newspaper accounts and
Lowrey's report, and I must get away from here. The North must be
raised to the help of our people.
This morning I urged !Mrs. Coates to have
her husband get me oft' as quick iis possible.
This evening I have a note
from him, in which he says that the Amazon will be here to-morrow nighr,
and he will try to get me on board. God grant he may. The nights have
been very unfavorable, and are so still. It has been bright moonlight fur
a week past. News to-night from Lawrence by Colonel Eldridge's hack
driver.
The Colonel has stayed there on account of a sick child, whom he
cannot remove. Things still in $tafu quo; the people full of apprehension,
and the enemy encamped around them.
Sunday, May 18. M. F. Conway and P. C. Schuyler, who landed here
two or three days ago on their way to the Territory, are still here, although
they contemplate going up to Lawrence every day if they can. They are
in No. 26, opposite my room, and I hear them discuss the matter.
They
are not aware of my being here.
They leave by the boat W. Campbell, to
go up the Missouri river, no doubt finding it impossible to get to Lawrence.
r learn that last night the ferry boat Lizzie came down from Lawrence,
liaving made a trip there, and brings discouraging news to the effect that
our friends there are dispirited and weak, and must be defeated, which is
only another name for the destruction of the town and slaughter of tl;e
people.
This afternoon a body of some 20 horsemen crossed the ferry from
Clay county and took the road to the Territory.
Immediately atur,
a buggy with two sorrel horses driven by a young man, said to coiue
irom Westpoi't, crossed also. This was probably the set of chief plotters
night,

W

,

,

—
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who did uot desife to be on the ground till the last blow was to be struck,
and who are now notified to come. Coates wishes me to leave the house,
and go to ]Mr. Brown's, up the ravine. On reflection, declined it as an increase of risk, and determined to remain here; but it is plain I must be off
before the assailants of Lawrence come here, for they will swarm down here
Coates says the
like a pack of wolves, and will probably search the house.
Amazon will be down to-night, and he can, he thinks, get me on board, as
he

is

well acquainted with Captain Choteau.

—

Amazon has not arrived as
Monday, May 19. The Amazon still
Midnight.

chance

to get

—

expected.
not here,

If she should be delayed

off.

till

and

this almost the last

to-night

it

might yet an-

swer.

—
—

Amazon arrives and goes down the river without me. The
o'clock:
Campbell may be here to-night.
Sundowji. The W. Campbell is not here, and probably will not come.
In the evening a whistle sounds. Mrs. Wilcox, who happens to be in the
room, looks out of the window and says it is a boat coming up. She proves
to be the ]\[artha Jewett, which has some 40 or 50 Southerners on board,
and was expected to bring Robinson. A few of them stop here, and in the
usual style proclaim that, if the people here want any country taken they
Great cheering at the wharf. How different from
are ready to take it.
12

"\y.

the arrival of Northern

drunken

ture, a

men

With

I

the one

it is

a fillibustcring adven-

With

spree, full of pistols, guns, hurrahs, boasting, &c.

and they come quietly with no noise or
display, and immediately go to buying oxen, wagons, plows, etc.
Midnight
and the W. Campbell is not here. This is the more to be
For the first
regretted, as she would be a sure boat for us in all respects.
time I begin to despond. I think constantly of my dear wife and Ida.
They will see all the news and be worked up to the highest pitch at the
uncertainty of my fate and now Lowrey has about reached home, from
whom they will expect everything, and all that he can tell will make the
matter worse instead of better. My poor, dear wife! How happy I will
be if I can get once into a civilized country and to a telegraph office, that I
the other

it is

the business of

life,

—

;

can relieve her

distress.

Tt'ESDAY, ^lay 20.

— At

7

2

o'clock

morning the

this

sounded her whistle, having stayed at Leavenworth
hours' run.

I learn that she has

mirable opportunity

11

a.

down.
of

m.

— The

lost

I

The

but one or two passengers.
fates

seem

W.

night

Camp])ell

— only three
What

an ad-

to be against us.

H. Lucas goes up; an unpropitious boat, even if going
occurrence happened indoors. Having not been out
several days, Mrs. Monroe Eldridge and Mrs. Wilcox

J.

An awkward

my room

called

is

last

me

for

out into No. 26 to clean up, and as No. 26 has no lock, the cham-

bermaid stepped in, and, though called back at once, probably saw me.
terwards she knocked at the door and I opened it and met her face to

Afface.
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She stepped back aud said she Avould come again. This is very awkward,
and makes it necessary for us to decide whether we will trust her in full
and bribe her. Edward Eldridge says he will talk to her. He has done
so, and I have done the same, and have applied the universal argument.
She promises well, and I have some confidence. Coates and Conant arc
exceedingly anxious I shall take a wagon fitted as for an emigrant, and pass
through Missouri to Iowa, and they have engaged a man to go. I regret
they have done so, for I do not consider it at all safe. The J. M. Conven-e
(Capi. Bowman, from Pittsburgh) is expected this evening, and it is now
arranged that Coates shall speak to him, and that if possible I shall go on
board to-night and pass up the river with him and then down. About 8

theEdinboro came down (Capt. Abeel), and, as she is to lie here all
and the sky is cloudy, I feel anxious to get on board. The CouOn sending for Mr. Coates I
vers may pass up and down in the daytime.
find he has gone to Westport, being sent for by Gov. Robinson, who has
been brought up on his way to Lecompton. Sent to Conant, in Avhose
hands Coates left the mat'er. Monroe Eldridge says Conant refuses; that

o'clock
night,

he

learn the captain's

judge

if

nut

I

it

his store if

it

should be

any

too dangerous to approach the captain with

him then to go on board or elsewhere, and only
name and his political opinions; to do so that I can

I sent to

proposition,

may

and

afraid of the consequences to himself

is

known, and he considers

dare send for

know me.

him, and

But Conant

make

fears to do

the

proposal

even

this.

myself,

as

he

Edward Eldridge

Arms is not well, and Monroe has the whole busiSent for Mr. Taylor, who agreed at once and went
aboard; reported in an hour that the captain Avas from Alabama, and that
some of the new Alabama emigrants were on the boat talking and drinking with him, and all their toasts and conversation were of the most violent
is

ColoneV

sick,

ness on

is

gone.

his hands.

pro-slavery character.

Of

course

we gave

am by no means
by a shrewd man.
Arrangements made to call

up, although I

it

certain that Captain Abeel could not have been bribed

Up

to

midnight the Converse has not arrived.

me when

she comes unless the captain will agree to be here all night, as he

returns down.

— At 7 o'clock

a. m. Mrs. Coates knocked, and I
bed after letting her in. She says the Converse
arrived at 5 A. M. that Mr. Coates has seen him, and he says if I will come
to Weston or Lexington, the places where he stays all night, he will take
Drive
me. wShe comes from her husband, for an answer. What nonsense!

Wednesday, May
to jump

was obliged

21.

into

;

43 miles

to

Weston, or twice that distance

gerous neighborhoods to dangerous places.

Bowman

at once

who

Lexington, through most dan-

to

I

urged her

the passenger was to be, to ofler

to

have Coates

him $200,

tell

either to

run down here Friday night, or hold back so as to lie here on Saturday
night.
She left to carry my message. It is now nearly 4 r. M. and I have
ni)

answer.
3

Coates has gone to Lecompton to attend to Ilobiuson.

1

must
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The prospect

then get along wfthout him.

Eldridge been here

him now

I feel

Lawrence

until the

is

dull indeed.

sure I could have been

Colonel

will

probably

Coates has just been in to

3Irs.

say that her husband has unexpectedly returned

Had

but I cannot expect

and then he

difficulties are over,

bring the whole swarm of invaders along.

oft";

;

that the

Deputy

]\Iarshal

Lecompton, among the posse
She says also that, although he was sent for as Robinthere assembled.
son's counsel, he was not allowed to have any private conversation with
Robinson, that the Deputy Marshal sat by and insisted on hearing all the
What intolerable tyranny, unheard of in the history of crimconversation.
She again presses, as her husband's request, the plan
inal jurisprudence
I inquired of her
of going through Missouri, which is so distasteful to me.
what Captain Bowman said as to having his boat hei-e on Friday night.
She says that Coates had gone to the boat, but could not find him, and
Thus is lost all chance of this desirtherefore nothing else had been said.
did not consider

safe to take

it

Robinson

to

!

able boat.

He

Coates called this evening.

was, with Colonel

W.

Russell,

of Lexington, also counsel for Robinson, denied all private convei-sation

with him.

Mr. Preston, the Deputy Marshal, who had Robinson

tody, stated that he kept a guard

at^

in cus-

the door of the room, not to prevent

—

that men had threatened to
Robinson from escaping, but to protect him
Robinson if they had to kill the men who had him in custody. He also
stated that it would not be safe to take Robinson up to Lecompton at present, on account of their own men, who would probably take him out of the
hands of the officers and kill hira. Coates says that a Free-State man by
the name of Jones had been coldly shot down and murdered at Blautou by
kill

three Southernei-s
Russell,

who

— shot

in the

back

as he

was riding

off unsuspectingly.

Robinson, and knew him in

acts as counsel for

Califorjiia, is

denounced and threatened also. But he says he is the friend and counsel
Coates states also that Conway and
of Robinson, and will stand by him.
Schuyler were taken oft' the b(jat at Parkville, on their way to Leavenworth, and kept there some time, then discharged. Robinson wishes the
Edward Eldridge
people of Lawrence to make no fight or resistance.

me a disguise pants too small.
Thursday, ^[ay 22. This morning

brings

;

—

the Star of the West.
A note from
thrown over my door, saying that Lawrence is taken. Hotel destroyed.
A messenger from the enemy's camp came in and took boat iriimcdiately down the river; would give no particulars except to say that Col.
Eldridge and family were safe. The mob will probably be here to-night

Coates

is

or to-day, and will
will

become of me

efficient,

be very likely to attack or search the house.
?

How

bitterly I realize that if I

zealous friend outside, I

would now be

What

had had a thorough,

safe in the States.

For

three or four days have 1 been seeking to get the particulars of the plan to
cross Missouri to Iowa,

himself.

My

and

in vain.

poor, dear wife

!

She

Last night Coates did not know them
is

uppermost

in

my

thoughts.

How

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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much 1 reflect on tRc agonizing suspense that now makes her nights restles*
and her days miserable; day after day looks in vain for letter or dispatfh;
with trembling hand opening each day the newspaper, only to be left in the
same uncertainty and misery. And should I be murdered by this crazy,
drunken mob, as is probable if they should discover me, she will probably
God have mercy on her and ray dear,
first learn it from a newspaper.
dear Ida, my .own fond Emma and my three loved and precious boys,
whose hearts are all filled with the image of tlieir fatiier, and whom, next
to their noble, generous, inestimable mother, 1 love with the deepest

How

tion.

me down!

these ties drag

If not for them

my

proudly could I not denounce and defy

But God's

with a thousand of them.

pursuers,

will be

done.

how

aii'ec-

boldly and

and

die in

If I

am

conflict

taken from

it will be for the best, and He will c^ire for
more and more certainly that this hotel is to
The Pro-Slavery boarders are leaving and taking away their

the dear ones he has given

me

Intelligence comes in

them.

be destroyed.

and baggage. Persons in the secrets of the Pro-Slavery party
come privately and warn their friends in the house. Gen. Calhoun has
left.
Last night, while he must have known that Lawrence was being defamilies

stroyed, his daughter gave a party here.

Mr. Leonard Arms comes in

beyond all question the
back from Lawrence;
can get out by 8 or 9 o'clock, I can get away. Sad
to say that it

is

intention to destroy this house, as soon as they get

but he thinks that

to get
is

if I

I can perhajjs find a place to stay for a few days, but

chance!

away?

Coates says that Conant's

afraid of being caught.

It

is

or even twelve, hours produce?

when herded together on
not live an hour.

I shall

my

wife

man can

now

1

If I

man

is

o'clock

am

this enterprise

now unwilling

p.

AVhat

m.

how am

I

to go; that he

will twenty-four.

taken by these demons, es})ecially

and ma<ldened with

liquor, I

know

If I can refrain from speaking or thinking of

and children, I think I can show them how a brave and honest
die.
But when I recur to them, my throat chokes and my eyes

fill,

Mrs. Coates reports that I can go to Brown's, but that I must not come
after dark.
It is now 5 o'clock p. 51., and I have put on such disguise

till

as I can get, the dress of

and

soiled

my

face with

an Irish laborer.
cork, burnt.

Have

The

cut

ladies,

oft'

my

whole beard

and Mr. Edward and

Monroe Eldridge, have been in, and we had a hearty laugh over it. although
it is a matter of life and death.
Thus do" extremes meet.. But mirth at
such a time is spasmodic, and can last but a moment, to be followed by a
reaction.

As
their

I write, a ])arty of the

way home, shouting

invaders come down and cross the ferry on

threats against the xVmerican Hotel,

and whoop-

ing and yelling like Indians, and, as soon as they reach the opposite shore,

They linger there as though they may intend to
their arms.
Give me four hours more and will leave the house. I have written
a hasty last will, which I leave in this book, care of Mr. Coates.
firing

return.

oft"
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6

o'clock.

presided.

— A meeting of the
It

was ascertained

citizens has

tliat

been held, at which the iNIuyor

men

not more than 60

could be raised

defend the house, and arms for not more than 25 or 30 and the ^Nlayor
informs Edward Eldridge that he cannot undertake to defend it, unless he
to

;

to prove that it does not belong to the Emigrant Aid
Company. This he says he cannot do, because the Colonel did the business and has -all the papers, and he has not come back from Lawrence.
News is received of the attack on Lawrence and the destruction of the

can show the papers

A

hotel.

men

few

killed.

Lying on the bed, and supposing the door locked, the man who serves
Of course I can do nothing but lie still
the water opens and comes iu.
and let him see me. Fortunate that I am to leave so soon.
Mr. Hubbard and Mr. Eldridge come up to say that all is
8:30 o'clock.

—

ready, and that

Brown

is

waiting to go with me.

I declined to leave the

house with Brown, preferring to walk out alone and join Brown on the
After they left, I lit my pipe and walked boldly down the front
through the office, which was crowded with people.
Elbowing

road.
stairs,

through them,

I passed into the

bar-room and out on the

Dozens of

steps.

people were sitting and standing about the door and on the sidewalk,
of them the most obnoxious men, and

who were

many

well acquainted with me.

I

stood quite unconcerned on the steps until I saw a vacant chair, and went
INIy friends were about, and by my previous directions
to it and sat down.
engaged those iu conversation who were nearest and most dangerous. After
sitting some minutes, I walked deliberately up the road, unmolested and
unrecognized, with a sense of great relief; found Brown on the way, and
went on to his house in the edge of the timber, and quite out of town-; found
D. E. Adams, and J.
there Mr. Davis and wife, who have a room rented

—

Mclntire.

Sat out of door? and enjoyed the freedom and fresh

air.

—

Friday, ]May 23. Obliged^ to keep close house during the day, in a
Determined I could not stay here; consulted with Adams
stifling roon;.
as to taking a small skift' and running down the river at night so as to be
taken on board the Converse as she passed. Agreed on the plan. Sent
Adams to buy a skift' and tell Eldridge to send some provisions and have
him or Coates make the arrangements with Capt. G. W. Bowman as he shall
come down to-morrow. xVdams returns and reports; and the plan during
the day is fully matured by help of Hubbard and ]McIntirc.
In the evening Adams leaves to get the skiff and scull it out of the Kansas river to a
place about a mile below town. About 9 o'clock ]\lclntire and I start, each
with an ax, and, skirting the town for awhile, then passed along the main
road to the river. Hunted along the shore; could not find Adams or the
boat.

ger

is

I

ance.

sack

went into a ravine and ^Iclntire continued

his lookout.

seen wandering about along the shore and road,

much

A stran-

our annoy-

Very soon Edward EldriJge and his wife came along with carpetwith a pair of blankets and provisions, and we got them in the
Eldridge and Mclntire then started out and walked to the man

tilled

ravine.

to

^
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him; did not know him. He left, and soon Adams made his
He and I took across the road to the skiff unperceived, and
Eldridge and wife and Mclntire returned. We floated quietly down the
river to Kandolph landing, which, in the dark, we had trouble to find,a.neither of us was acquainted with the place. Dropped down below it about
one-half mile and laid up our skiff under some overhanging rocks where it
Clambered up the bluff and found a
could not be seen from the shore.
public road along the bank; reconnoitered for 400 yards around the woods,
considered the place safe, and returned to the skiff for our sack and axes
and Adams's bundle. The moon was then fully risen, and bright. Got
safely into the woods above the road, where we slept till morning.
Saturday, May 24. About 7^ o'clock we shouldered our axes and bunand spoke

to

appearance.

—

and sack, and trudged up the road past the few houses that constitute
Randolph. As we passed the principal house a man hailed us to know if
we were woodchoppers. Adams replied "Yes." Had we got a job engaged? I whispered to Adams to say "Yes," but too late. He said "No."
The man then walked out into the road and offered us a job. I stopped;
asked the price. He said 75c. to 81 a cord. I told him that was not
enough that we were going up to Eldridge's job above, where we could
dle

;

we were told, $1.12} but that
and see him on our way back.
get, as

;

Encountered

five or six

if

we did not succeed we could

.=top

other persons on the road, but no one paid nuirh

Found a running. branch, up which we passed out of r-ight
of the road and sat down to eat our breakfast. Stayed there unseen till 12
o'clock disappointed that the boat did not come as it should at 10 o'clock.
attention to us.

;

Arranged what story to tell at Kandolph, if questioned. Made up a bundle of some of the provisions, &c., in my blanket, leaving the carpet sack
At 12 o'clock heard the whistle of the boat for Kansas City,
for Adams.
Waited one-half hour by the watch, and then left the
five miles above.
ravine passed down the road to a convenient place, and then ascended the
hill where we had a view of the river for two or three miles.
Saw the boat coming, but could not make out her name till she was so
near that we had to run down the road. She hauled up to the landing full
of pa.ssengers, and as the plank was run out I went on board panting with
heat, fatigue and thirst.
Passed back among the deck passengers, where,
according to my dress, I belonged, laid down my ax and bundle, and found
;

number of passengei-s there.
The deck clerk soon called for my fare, and I took a ticket to Waverly.
I turned into one of the hot and stifling berths, and never suffered so much
from thirst in my life, would have given anything for a drink, but laid still
with my back to the passengers and hands. Soon the clerk came back, to
give me change.
I heard him ask, " Where is the old man with the pipe?"
"There he lies," says a hand; "he is asleep; he feels his oats, 1 guess."
"Yes," says another, "he had a good load on when he came on bi>ard."
quite a
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The clerk came behind me and said, "Here, if you want money, take it;"
and as I turned half over and took it, "Ah I thought that would fetch you."
Toward evening I got up, and walked about, got some water, and to my
consternation I learned from their talk that some of my fellow-passengers
were a part of the invading foi'ce returning from the sacking of Lawrence,
and that some leading men, no doubt to please their followei-s, had also
taken deck passage. Among them I saw Henry L. Rout, a lawyer of Liberty, Mo., who picked up my pipe which I had dropped in the berth, and
made some jocular remark to me. I was confident he knew me, and was
very uneasy, especially as we were to lay that night at Lexington. Arrived
!

Lexington about 8 o'clock; divested myself of
was inconsistent with my
boat till about 11 o'clock, and then went to bed.

at

all that

identification or that

dress.

SUND.A.Y, ^[ay 25.

— Laid

my bunk

in

Waverly the clerk came and
board had informed me that

till

notified me.

my

would lead

my

As we passed

near 9 o'clock.

I told

to

Sat about on the

him that

on
any more, and

a gentleman

friends did not live there

This was partly true. A man on board
was going to Waverly questioned me and I told him
He asked their name and I told him at random. He
I had friends there.
I afterwards followed him up, and by a
said no such man lived there.
plausible story put him off his guard and thanked him for the information.
In the forenoon, Capt. Bovanan took the opportunity to speak to me, and

that I would go on to Booueville.

having heard

rae say I

me up staii-s till night, and that he had a lot of
Border Ruffians up in the cabin. Sent the steward to me. under pretense
I declined, however,
that I was sick, to offer me anything I wanted to eat.
and ate from the stock I had in ray bundle; with good bread and cheese
and a tin cuj) of water, I made a good meal, delighted that I had not been
stopped at Lexington, for I had become convinced that I was recognized, or

said he could not get

at least suspected.

Saw

the
it

fellow Wits a pro-slavery

of

whom

I

stairs that night, as I

Told
might be

where I was.

^[y bed-

captain again; learned that Mr.

would be best not
missed by those below, and

captain

to
I

take me up

would prefer

man by

the

Fogg was on

to stay

name of

board.

Ross, very genteelly d rested,

had become very suspicious, and who seemed

to

watch me very

closely.

This evening we laid up at Boonville, and there I quietly paid on to St.
After night I watched with great care some three or four men who,

Louis.
I

had

i)ei'suaded myself,

Monday, May

26.

were suspicious of me.

— Breakfast finished my provisions.

Fogg came down

on the deck and a[)proached me to talk, but I walked away from him. Tonight or before morning at least we are to be in St. Louis, and I told the
He incaptain that I must be got up stain* to-night to change my dress.
formed me that, as arranged, Eldridge had put my valise and an old trunk on
board, marked with a fictitious

nanii.'.

When we

stopped at Jefferson City
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the boat,

and

to

my

all
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the landings, the persons who passed on and off
saw Ur. Ross, my bedfellow, going asliore

surprise I

Watching, I obwith his carpet-suck, although he had paid to St. Louis.
being about 11
served that he went direct to the railroad depot. This
and have a
evening
before
Louis
St.
to
get
could
he
that
plain
was
it
A. M.,
who
warrant for me so as to arrest me at once. I again saw the captain,
informed

me

that he could not get to St. Louis before 7 o'clock in the

unmorning, and ^vould lie by that night near St. Charles. This was very
me up stairs late
satisfactory, and on further consultation he agreed to get
he would meet it in
at night, and to hail the boat from St. Louis to Alton, as
at once to Alton and
go
could
that
I
so
board
on
me
put
and
morning,
the
On further reflection concluded this was
not to St. Louis. Agreed on.
that boat or
not safe, as, if a warrant was out, they would look for me on

Sent up for captain again proposed that he should see the man
woodyard where we were lying and get me a guide across the counLouis, and take
try to Alton, so that I could arrive before the boat from St.
who says two
Fogg,
Saw
above.station
railroad
next
the
to
a conveyance

at Alton.

;

at the

young men from Lawrence are up stairs, who will go with me. Captain could
The steward got my bundle up
get no guide, but hud the route described.
^My valise was taken
stairs for me, into the room of Bassett and Brackett.
Had great difficulty. Boat full of pasthere, and I prepared to go up.
Watched all my fellow deck passengers to see them asleep, and
sengers.
GnaUy laid down myself and feigned sleep. Two of them who seemed to
I thought all had turned
watcli me, then went to bed and seemed asleep.
having arranged with the capif anyone got up to follow me,
when, to my great chagrin, the captain came noisily along the cabin, and up
I was vexed, as I was sure this
to my berth, and nudged me to get up.
would attract the attention I had taken so much care to elude. There was
no help, however, and I soon followed, pretending to look for a better place
to sleep.
Passed up stairs. Found to my disappointment that no watch

in,

and was thinking of soon slipping

tain that the steward should be on the

out,

watch

Passed quickly into the room of
set to see if I was followed.
and Brackett. To add to the chance of detection, the captain followed me there. I changed my clothes and then learned from my friends
the
that two of the deck passengers were out on the guards evidently on
watch.
Determined, however, to go, and if followed to fight it out. BasI had two revolvers and a knife, and
sett and ]5rackett had no weapons.
supplied them. A violent thunder storm came up, and in it, toward the
shore
close, we put out the lights and started. The woods being close to the
we stopped in them to see if we were followed. AVaited a short time no

had been
Bassett

;

one came

off the

boat,

twice; traveled on,

and

and we struck through the woods;

road

8 o'clock a. m., struck the Mississippi
to take us across in a skifh
Bixssett and Brackett
were then in Illinois.

finally, at

river fifteen miles above Alton.

TuKsDAV, May 27.— We

lost the

Got a man

.
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found a boat going down to Alton, and I hired a team to take me to JerMr. Brock being the driver. At Jerseyville found
a good hotel and livery stable, and hired a man to take me to Brighton,

seyville, fourteen miles,

where I got on the evening train for Chicago; found Fogg and my little
baggage on board. I learned the night before, as we traveled through the
woods, that the rufhans had broken open my trunk at Lawrence, stolen and
put on my clothes, and chased Chapin, of Ohio, as he came out of the liotel,
calling out that it was me, firing at him, and threatening to kill him and
that there was a universal determination expressed among them to kill me.
Arrived at Chicago.
Wednesday, May 28. At 9 o'clock was generally called on, and most
People came in crowds to look at and welcome
enthusiastically welcomed.
me. In the evening, as I lay asleep on a sofa, a gentleman waked me up
;

—

to say that there were a thousand people in front of the hotel calling for

"Went out on the balcony, was received with cheers upon cheers, made
Had a perfect
speech, and was kept all the evening shaking hands.
levee.
At 10:30 p. m. took the cars for Bloomington, where the State Con-

me.

them a

vention was to meet next day.

Thursday, May

Arrived there on

29, at 7 o'clock a. m.

—

Found

there a great concourse

my surprise, the wife of Gov. Robinson, with
Was lionized all day, and engaged to speak in

Emery

of people, and, to

J. S.

of Lawrence.

the evening.

Spoke

for

hours to an enthusiastic audience, and at 12 o'clock

2-2

—

left to

Arrived there at 8 o'clock on
Friday, May 30. Roamed around all day, recruited my scanty wardrobe, went to an artist, and, having put on my disguise in his private room,
had a photograph taken for my dear wife.'^^
At Bloomington and Chicago I proposed my plan of help for Kansas, to
wit, the raising of 10,000 men and S200 a man, and to equip and provision
return to Chicago.

—

them

for a year, §5,000 to be sent

wanted; they

Had

full

to provision

500 men

at once,

guarantee 300 good men.
so,

or had

Saturday, May

my

31.

who
off,

and among them, with Major
a good bed

— the

first

time I

since the 22d.

—Took the cars

evening, and no sooner was

if

in the State.

says that if funds are raised he will

vSlept to-night in

clothes

and 5,000 men or more

Chicago and 500

consultation with our friends,

Jones, of a volunteer battalion,

have done

on
in

my name

for Detroit.

Arrived there

in

the

on the register than I was besieged by

*The Historical Society has in its collections a photograph of Governor Reeder in this disguise. It
was given the Society by Hon. Edward L. Pierce of Milton, Massachusetts, accompanied by the following note of explanation written by hiiu:
"The photograph of ex-Governor A. H. Reeder was taken in IS-IG, on his arrival at rhica;;o, of
one for the Governor, and the otlior two for Dr. P.;iy of the
which only three copies were taken
Chicago Tribitw, ;iiiJ uiy<elf. wlio alone were pre.-.ent. It rt'pre>cnts Ciovcrnor Heeder in the disiiuise
in wliich he came down tlie .Mi'^souri river at the time of his escape, an incident referred to in ['hlllips's
'Conqut'.>ii of Kan.-ias,' pnu'i s JT'i. '.'TO.
The clothes are tlie same he wore, l«ut the lial and ax were procured at Chicauo. The picture is an interoNting souvenir of Kansas historv.
Edward L. I'liciiCE.

—

"Milton,

M.is.s.\ciil-si;tts,

Dec.

7, 1877."

is the distinguished author of the "Treatise on American Railroad Law," published in
Memoirs and Letters of Charles Sumner," published in 1*78, and other important works.

Mr. Pierce
1856, of "
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upon me.

In the

evening the Attorney General, State Treasurer and others, called, and I had
a large levee.

COPY OF WILL OF GOV.

A. H.

REEDER, REFERRED TO IN THE ABOVE

DIARY, AS

MADE MAY

22,

1856.

Andrew H. Reeder, being in danger of being murdered by a set of vile ruffians
and outlaws, who 3re outside of all the restraints of law, order, decency, and all
social obligations, and who are below the savage in all the virtues of civilization, and
who will probably kill me for opinion's sake, and in furtherance of that scheme for
which already a number of lives have been sacrificed, to wit, the making of Kansas
a slave State by violence and force of arms, do, in view of my death, which may
happen to-day or to-morrow, make this last will and testament:
I declare my domicil to be in the borough of Easton, State of Pennsylvania,
I,

where
I

been

request this will to be proven.

I

my dear son, George Marchand, my gold watch, which has
family for three generations, and which I hope he will keep and trans-

give and bequeath to
in the

mit.

To my

my

dearly loved and cherished wife, Amelia, I give, devise and bequeath

estate, real, personal,

and mixed,

after

payment

of

my

all

debts, in fee simple for-

ever.

My

reason for this

is

that I

know

she will use

it

for the

good of the

children, as

would myself, and will share with them to the last dollar; and because, as there are
many debts to pay and real estate to sell, it will be troublesome to deal with minors.
I appoint my friends Geo. W. Housel, C. F. Randolph and Henry Green, all of
Easton, the executors of this last will and testament, and empower them to sell and
convey at public or private sale any of my real or personal estate for payment of
debts and expenses.
For the sake of my dear wife and children, I regret to leave my estate in its
present scattered and shattered condition. The .reasons are obvious, but I shall not
stop to speak of them.
Witness my hand and seal, this 22d day of May, 1856, at Kansas City, Mo.
A. H. Reedes.
I
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Read at the Annual Meeting of the State Histoeical Society, January

19, 1886.

On the morning of ^tay 22, 1856, and after witnessing the raid made on
Lawrence the day before by Sheriff Jones's posse, led by Col. Titus, in company with Owen A. Bassett I started for Leavenworth en route to my
former home in Iowa, for the purpose of enlisting volunteers to march to
To[)eka to assist in protecting the Free-State Legislature, which wa.s to a.^in that city on July 4 following.
reached Leavenworth and took up quarters at the same house with the
Lnited States Commission, which was investigating the recent Territorial

t-t'tnble

We

election of a Delegate to Congress
ft4:'amer

bound

for St.

from Kansas, intending

Louis on the next day.

to take the first

.p..
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During the evening an attach^ of the commission, Mr. G. G. Fogg, of
intimated to us that the Commission desired us to hiy over
at Leavenworth until a certain steamer returned from up the river; alsi:*
The
that he probably would accompany us, and might need our services.

New Hampshire,

made kuown at that time.
May, in company with Mr. Fogg, we left
steamer J. M. Converse, bound for St. Louis. "When

character of service was not

On

the forenoon of the 23d of

Leavenworth on the

a short distance below Kansas City the steamer lauded, ostensibly for the

purpose of taking ou wood, but the small amount, not to exceed a cord,

brought on board, seemed surprising

to observers.

While standing against the guards of the cabin deck watching the boat
hands at work, I noticed a lone person come down the bank dressed in the

As he stepped upon

guise of a wood-chopper.

remarked that

boat, I

He

tramp.

whom

I

the plank leading to the

the captain had stopped to take on that

I guessed

looked up, when I was reminded by his features of some one

had met, but who

it

was I could not

recall to

mind.

The steamer soon after pulled out, and nothing unusual occurred until
we had reached a point just below St. Charles, Mo., late in the afternoon, I
think about 4 o'clock. The steamer remained tied up here, with apparently no object, and no satisfactory explanation was given

by either the

captain or clerk of the boat, and which caused considerable comment

among

Night came on, and with it a violent rain storm,
and still the boat remained there. Just after the supper table was cleared
away, Mr. Fogg quietly intimated that there was a matter of great import
connected with our trip, and that he wished to make me acquainted wirh the
captain of the boat, and, to avoid any suspicion, that it was best to enter
my state-room, remaining there until he should return with the captain.
I immediately notified Mr. Bassett, and together we returned to our ro<->m.
Shortly after, Mr. Fogg and the captain came in, and informed us that
Governor Kecder was on board that he wished to use our room for the
purpose of changing his clothes, preparatory to leaving the boat, which he
would do at that point, and cross from there to the Mississippi river, a distance of about 12 miles.
That it further wa.s his desire that Mr. Bassett
and myself should accompany him. The captain then left us, saying that
he would send the porter with the trunk. to the back door of the state-room,
and instruct him to rap on his reaching it. Soon after a rap was given, and
on opening the door the porter set in a trunk, and following came Governor
the impatient pa.ssengers.

;

Keeder,

whom

I

quickly recognized as the person coming aboard at the

wood yard below Kansas

City.

After a hearty hand-shaking, the Governor

divested himself of his disguise, and prepared for his departure, which was

delayed several hours by the storm.
Furthermore, it was suspected that
emi.ssaries of the Border Ruffians were on board and I was detailed to watch
;

certain persons in the gentlemen's cabin,
picions were well grounded.

by which

I learned that the sus-

This occasioned further delav, and

uii:ii

all
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About 11 o'clock the captain informed us
was decided that we should leave the boat
singly, and under instruction, jjroceed to a log cabin a short distance back
Irora the river, where we would find a trail, which led directly across to
jKjrsous in the

that the

cabin had retired.

way was

cleai-,

when

it

the ^lississippi river.

Well armed, and provided with umbrellas, we made the shore, soon
trail referred to, and started on our adventurous
trip through an unknown and heavily-timbered country.
The night was intensely dark and the storm continued until near morning, and it was only by repeated flashes of lightning that we were able to
keep our way. I locked arms with the Governor, (remarking, " Let the
blind lead the blind;" that I hoped there was no ditch ahead into which
we would fall,) because he held an umbrella and I had none. In this way,
by the aid of lightning, we led the way without much trouble, until, when
found the log cabin and

out about two miles, I should judge, I caught the noise of rushing water,
and halted our little party until a flash of lightning disclosed a land-slide
of about twenty feet in depth and not

more than ten

feet in

our front, and

and
we did not move until another flash of lightning enabled us to make our
course around the chasm to the left, and another flash led us back to the
With this exception the trip was made quite easily,
trail on the other side.
across

which our path

This narrow escape

led.

made

us very cautious,

and we reached the Mississippi river a little before sunrise, the storm havWe found the river very much swollen
ing passed and sky cleared up.
and about a mile wide at this place. On the opposite side was a farmhouse, and along the banks could be seen what we thought were several
We commenced signaling for relief, and
ekifls and a rowing ferryboat.

an hour had the pleasure of seeing two men jump into a skift'
up the river, hugging the bank for about a quarter of a mile, and
then heading across the river. During our waiting we whiled away the time
after nearly

and

start

with our revolvers, cutting the stems of the leaves of a large cottouwood

growing on the banks of the
in the use of

Having

safely crossed the river,

ernor remarked,
safe."

river, the

Governor proving himself an adept

such weapons.

"For

the

first

Having breakfasted

and standing on freedom's

soil,

the Gov-

time since leaving Lawrence, I feel easy and

at the farm-house, the

Governor hired a con-

veyance to the nearest railway station, and with a heartfelt hand-shaking
and farewell, he left ns for Chicago, and we on the fii-st steamer for St.
Louis.

This was the

last

time we were in company, yet corresponded at times

late as the Avinter of

did not contain

some

a.-^

1859; and seldom was a letter received from hiui that
allusion to the eventful trip

Mississij)pi river.

Lawre>-ce, Kansas, 188G.

from the ^Missouri

to the
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EXECUTIVE
Minutes Recohded

:mi>^'utes.

the Governoe's Office Duking the Administbation of GotEENOK Andrew H. Reedeb.

in

[The Executive Minutes,

as published in this volume, are

an exact transcript from

a manuscript volume preserved in the ofQce of the Secretary of State. The first
writing in the book is in the form of a title-page, apparently in the handwriting of

Governor Eeeder, and consists of these words: "Executive Minutes of the Territory
1854."'
The first entry is on page numbered 2, and has over it, in the
form of a heading, the word "Minutes." This heading, and also the entry under it,
and the second heading, appear to be in the handwriting of Governor Reeder. The
entries following appear to have been made by Secretary Woodson. The first eight
entries are of acts performed at Washington. The ninth entry is that of the oath
of office of the Hon. Rush Elmore, administered by Governor Reeder, "in the Territory of Kansas," October 15, 1854. The entries in the book embrace the period
from June 29, 1854, the date of the commission of Governor Reeder, to September
The last entry is a record of a communication written by Secretary
20, 1856.
Woodson to President Pierce, which is dated September 20, 1856, some ten days subsequent to the entry of Governor John W. Geary upon his office. The book does
not contain any entries pertaining to Governor Geary's administration.
The minutes recorded during Governor Shannon's term, including the intervals in
which Secretary Woodson performed the duties as Acting Governor, are published
in this volume, following the biography of Governor Shannon.]
of Kansas.

MTNUTES.
29th June, 1854.

— Commission issued

to Andrew H. Keeder, of Easton,
Governor of the Territory, by the President

in the State of Pennsylvania, as

of the United States.

KECORB OF OATH.
United States of A:\rERiCA,
City of Washington,
I, Andrew H. Reeder, Governor of the Territory

of Kansas, do solemnly
swear upon the Holy Evangelists that as Governor of the Territory of Kansas aforesaid, I will supj)ort the Constitution of the United States,
faithfully discharge the duties of the said office.
I,

and

uill

A. H. Reeder.

Peter V. Daniel, one of the Associate Justices of the Supreme Court of

the United States, do hereby certify that the preceding oath was taken and

due form of law by the said deponent, A. H. Reeder, before
me, at the city of Washington, on the seventh day of July, 1854.
July 7th, 1854.
Peter V. Dakiel.
eubscril>ed in

United States of America,
City of Washington,

|

'''"'

j

Daniel Woodson, having been appointed Secretary of the Territory of
Kansas, do sokumiy swear that I will support the Coustitutiou of the
I,
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Avell and truly discharge the duties of said office to the
Danl, Woodson.
knowledge and ability.

United States, and
best of

my

Sworn

to

and subscribed before me, the 28th day of September, A. D.
Peter V. Daniel,
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States.

1854, at the city of Washington, D. C.

Commission issued

to

Daniel Woodson, of Lynchburg, in the State of

Virginia, as Secretary of the Territory, 29th June, 1854, by the President

of the United States.

29tii

June, 1854.

— Commission

issued to Madison Brown, of the State

of Maryland, as Chief Justice of the Territory, by the President of the

United States.

—

29th June, 1854. Commission issued to Kush Elmore, of the State of
Alabama, as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the Territory, by
the President of the United States.

RECORD OF OATH.

.

^

.

^ ,^^J^kJJ^kJXJ
f

United States of xImerica, )
^^
Territory of Kansas,
j
I, Rush Elmore, one of the Associate

Justices of the Supreme Court of
upon the Holy Evangelists that as one
of the Associate Justices of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Kansas
aforesaid, I will support the Constitution of the United States, and will
the Territory of Kansas, do swear

faithfully discharge the duties of the said office.
I,

Rush Elmore.

A. H. Reeder, Governor of the Territory of Kansas, do hereby cevtify
and subscribed in due form of law by the

that the preceding oath was taken
said

before me, at Fort Leavenworth, in the Territory of

Rush Elmore,

Kansas, on the fifteenth day of October, A. D. 1854.

29tii

June, 1854.

— Commission

issued to Saunders

State of Ohio, as Associate Justice of the

A. H. Reeder.

W.

Johnston, of the

Supreme Court of the

Territory,

by the President of the United States.

record of oath.
\_Blank.']

20th June, 1854.

— Commission issued

to

Andrew Jackson

Isacks, of the

State of Louisiana, as United States Attorney for the District of Kansas,

by the President of the United States.
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recori> of oath.

United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

\
j

United States Attorney for the Di:5trict of Kansas,
do solemnly swear upon the Holy Evangelists that as United States Attorney for the District of Kansas aforesaid, I will su])port the Constitution of
I,

Andrew-

J. Ijucks,

the United States, and will foithfully discharge the duties of said

A.

J.

office.

ISACKS.

A. H. Reeder, Governor of the Territory of Kansas, do hereby certify
and subscribed in due form of law by
the said deponent, A. J. Isacks, before me, at the Territory aforesaid, on
I,

that the preceding oath was taken

the 29th day of

A. H. Reeder.

November, 1854.

29th June, 1S54.

— Commission

issued to Israel B. Donaldson,- of the

State of Illinois, as Marshal of the Territory, by the President of the United
States.

record of oath.

United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

)
j

Rush Elmore, Associate Justice in and
Kansas, Israel B. Donaldson, Marshal in and for
the said Territory of Kansas aforesaid, who on oath says that he will support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully discharge the
So help him God.
duties of Marshal of said Territory of Kansas aforesaid.
Personally appeared before me,

for the said Territory of

Israel B. Donaldson.

Sworn

to

and subscribed before me,

this the tenth

day of November,

Rush Elmore,

A. D. 1854.
Associate Justice

Territory

oj Kan.sa.<.

—

20Tn September, 1854. Charles Augustus Williams appointed Execuand entered upon the duties of the office.

tive Clerk,

record of oath.
United States of America, )
Territory of Kansas,
J
Charles Augustus Williams, Executive Clerk of the Territory of Kansas,
being duly sworn according to law, this ninth day of October, A. D. 1S54,
deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of the United Suites,

and faithfully perform the duties of

his said office.

CuAS. Aug. Williams.

Sworn

to

9th, 1854.

and suljscribed before me. Governor of said Territory, October
A. H. Reedep.

October 7th,
lished the

1S54.

Executive

— The Governor came

office

into the Territory,

temporarily at Fort Leavenworth.

and

esrab-

>

I .;o;A

'iV-M'V.

•3\v.i-H''MK
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—

October 10th, 1854. On complaint of James C. Brown that an assault
and battery with intent to murder Fleming Thompson and Wm. N. Borden had been committed by Wesley S. Davidson, John A. Davidson, and
Samuel Burgess, and that the lives of the said Thompson and Borden were
despaired

of,

the Governor as the conservator of the peace of the Territory,

absence of the judges, issued an executive warrant, specially directed, in the absence of the Mai-shal, to Malcolm Clark, for the arrest of

and

in the

the prisoners.

October 11th,
brought

in

1854.

— Samuel

Burgess and Wesley

S.

David.son were

custody of the special Marshal, Clark, and same day recommit-

ted to his custody for further hearing.

—

October 13th, 1854. On hearing before the Governor, it was determined that the prisoners should be admitted to bail, and same day recognizances were entered into before Hon. Saunders W. Johnston, one of the
Justices of the Supreme Court, who had then ariived in the Territory, viz.:
Recognizance of John A. B. Davidson, Cornelius M. Burgess, Joseph
Davidson, Randolph Stallard, John S. Burgess, and A. F. H. Burgess, in
the sum of twenty thousand dollars, for the appearance of the said John A.
B. Davidson at the first sitting of the District Court of the United States
which shall be held in and for such District for the Territory of Kansas,
which shall include the venue of an alleged assault and battery with an intent to murder Fleming Thompson and Wm. N. Borden on the ninth of
October, 1854; and of Samuel Burgess, Wesley S. Davidson, Cornelius M.
Burgess, Joseph Davidson,
II.

Burgess, in the

Randolph

Stallard,

sum of twenty thousand

John

S.

Burgess, and A. F.

dollars for the appearance of

Samuel Burgess and Wesley S. Davidson at the same time and
and then and there to answer to an indictment for an assault and
battery with an intent to rnurder Fleming Thomiison and Wm. N. Borden
on the ninth dav of October, 1854.

the said
place,

—

October 18th, 1854. The Governor, with Judges Johnston and Elmore,
and Marshal Donaldson and others, Avent into the Territory to examine the
same in order to the making of election districts, judicial districts, &c., and
returned

November

November
elections

and

7th, 1854.

Sth, 1854.

for the

— The Territory

is

divided into sixteen districts for

appointment of justices of the peace and constables, as

follows, viz.:
Firs', DUtrict.— Commencing at the Missouri State line, on the south bank of the
Khhshs river; thence along the south bank of said river to the tirst tributary or
vatered ravine running into the Kansas above the town of Lawrence; thence np
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said tributary to the head thereof; thence iu a direct liue to the west side of F.
Rolfe's house, and thence by a due south line to the Santa F^ road; thence by the
middle of said road to the Missouri State line; and thence by said State line to the
place of beginning.
Commencing at the mouth of Big Spring branch, on the south
Second Distinct.
bank of the Kansas river; thence up said branch to its f/irthest source; thence by a

—

Wakarusa river on the east side of the house of C'harl&s
Matingly [Matney?], to the middle of the Santa F^ road; thence along the middle of
said road to the line of the First District; thence by the same along the west side of
F. Rolfe's house to the head of the first tributary of the Kansas river above the town
of Lawrence; and thence by the said tributary to the Kansas river, and up the south
bank of said river to the mouth of Big Spring branch, the place of beginning.
Commencing at the mouth of Big Spring branch, on the south
Third Dlatrid.
side of the Kansas river; thence up the same to its farthest source; thence by a
southerly line to the north bank of the Wakarusa river, on the east side of the house
of Charles Matingly [Matney?]; thence up said river audits main branch to the line
of Pottawatomie Reservation; and thence by the southern and western line of said
Reservation to the Kansas river, and down said river to the place of beginning.
Commencing at the Missouri State line, in the middle of the
Fourth District.
Santa F^ road; thence along the middle of said road to Rock creek, near the sixtyfifth mile of said road; thence south by the line of the late Shawnee Reservation
ceded by the treaty of ISu-i; thence due east along the south line of said Reservation
and the north line of the existing Reservation of the Sacs and Foxes, the Chij>pewa3
and Ottawas, and the late Reservations of the Piankeshaws, Weas, Peorias, and Kaskaskias, to the Missouri State line; thence up the Missouri State line to the place of
southerly line, crossing the

—

—

beginning.
Fifth Di.strict.

— Commencing at the Missouri State

line, at

the southern boundary

of the Fourth District; thence east [west] along the same to the northwest corner
of the Sac and Fox Reservation; theace due south along the western line thereof,

and duo south to the South branch of the Neosho river, about seventy miles above the
Catholic Osage Mission; thence down said river to the north line of the Reserve for
New York Indians; and east along said line to the head-waters of Little Osage river,
or the nearest point thereto; and thence down said river to the Missouri State line,
and up said line to the place of beginning.
Commencing at the Missouri State line, in Little Osage river;
Sixth Di.<>trict.
thence up the same to the line of the Reserve for the New York Indians, or the
nearest point thereto; thence to and by the north line of said Reserve to the Neosho
river; and up said river and the South branch thereof to the head; and thence by a
due south line to the southern line of the Territory; thence by the southern and

—

eastern lines of said Territory to the place of beginning.
Seventh

Di^^lrict.

— Commencing

at the east side of the house of Charles

Matingly

[Matney ?], on the Wakarusa river; thence due south to the middle of the Santa Fe road;
thence westward along the middle of said road to Rock creek, near the sixty-fifth mile
of said road; thence due south to the north line of the Sac and Fox Reservation:
thence along the north and west lines thereof and due south to the Neosho river;
thence up said river to a point due south of the mouth of Elm creek; thence due
north to the mouth of Elm creek, and up said creek to the Santa Fe road; and
thence by a direct line in a northerly direction to the southwest corner of the Pottawatomie Reservation; thence along the southern line of said Reservation to the
head-waters of the Wakarusa river, or the point nearest thereto; thence to and down
said river to the place of beginning.
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— Commencing at the mouth of Elm

creek, one of the branches of
Santa Fe road; thence by a direct northerly line to the southwest corner of the Pottawatomie Reservation: thence up the
western line thereof to the Kansas river; thence up said river and the Smoky Hill
Fork beyond the most westerly settlements; thence due south to the line of the Territory; thence by the same to the line of the Sixth District; thence due north to the
head of the South branch of the Neosho river; thence down said river to the line of
tlie Seventh District; thence due north to the place of beginning.
Ninth District.
Commencing on the Smoky Hill Fork, beyond the most westerly
settlements; thence down the same and the Kansas river to the mouth of "NYild Cat
creek; thence up said creek to the head-waters thereof; thence due north to the Independence emigrant road; thence up said road to the north line of the Territory;
thence west along the same to the most westerly settlements; and thence due south

Eighth District.

the

Qsage

river; thence

up the same

to the

—

to the place of beginning.

Tenth District.

— Commencing at the mouth of Wild Cat creek;

thence up the same

due north to the Independence emigrant road;
thence down said road, crossing the Big Blue river by the old route below Marysville
to the Vermillion river; thence down said river to the mouth thereof; thence np the
to the head-waters thereof; thence

Kansas

river to the x>lace of beginning.

Commencing at the Vermillion river, in the middle of the Independence emigrant road; thence up said river to the head of the main branch; thence
due north to the northerly line of the Territory; thence by the same to the middle
of the Independence emigrant road; thence down said road, crossing the Big Blue
river, by the old route below Marysville, to the place of beginning.
Elei-enth D/s^r/c?.—

— Commencing

at the mouth of Soldier creek; thence up said
main branch; thence due north to the northern line of the
Territory; thence west by the same to the eastern line of the Eleventh District;
thence south along the same to the head of the Vermillion river, and down said river
to the moutli; thence down the north bank of the Kansas river to the place of begin-

Twelfth District.

creek to the head of the

ning.

—

Thirteenth District.
Commencing' in the Kansas river, three miles above the mouth
of Stranger creek; thence in a northwardly direction by a line three miles west of
said creek and corresponding to the course thereof, until it shall strike the southern
line of the late

Kickapoo Reservation; thence along the southern and western line of
and the western line of the late Sac and Fox Reservation to the

said Reservation

north line of the Territory; thence west along said line to the line of the Twelfth
District; thence by the same and down Soldier creek to the mouth thereof, and down

Kansas river to the place of beginning.

—

Fourteenth District.
Commencing at the mouth of Independence creek: thence
up said creek to the head of the main branch, and thence due west to the line of
the late Kickapoo Reservation: thence north along said line and the line of the late
Sac and Fox Reservation to the north line of tlie territory; thence along said line
eastwardly to the Missouri river, and down said river to the place of beginning.
Fifteenth District.

tliencc

— Commencing at the mouth of Salt

up said creek

creek,

on the Missouri

river:

to the Military road; thence along the middle of said road to

the lower crossing of Stranger creek;

thence up said creek to the line of the lave
Kickapoo Reservation; and thence along the southern and western line thereof to
tl'.o line of the Eleventh
District; thence by the same and down Independence
on-ek to the

mouth

thereof;

and thence down the Missouri

river to the place of be-

^,'ianing.
Sijrlet:n^h District.

— Commencing at the mouth of

to the Military road; thence

4

Salt creek; thence up said creek
along the middle of said road to the lower crossing of
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Stranger creek; thence up said creek to the line of the late Kickapoo Reservatior.: and
thence along the same to the line of the Thirteenth District; and thence by the same
along a line corresponding to the courses of the Stranger creek, and keeping three
miles -n-est thereof, to the Kansas river; thence down the Kansas river to the- Mis-

and up the Missouri

souri,

NovEMPER

river to the place of beginning.

8th, 1854.

— Commissiou issued

to

James

S.

Emery, Esq..

as

a

Justice of the Peace for the First District, and oath administered as follows:

record of oath.
United States of America, )
Territory of Kansas,
j
^

^'^'

On

ninth day of November, A. D. 1854,

this

before me,

Audrcv H.

Reeder, Governor of the said Territory, personally appeared Jam^-s S.
Emery, a Justice of the Peace in and for the First District of said Territory,

and being duly sworn according to law, deposes and savs thar he
United States, and will faithfully dis-

will support the Constitution of the

charge the duties of his said

Sworn

to

office.

J. S.

and subscribed before me, November

Emeky.

9th, 1854.

A. H. Eeeder.

November

9th, 1854.

— Commission

issued to Joel O. Grover, as Con-

stable of the First District.

record of oath.
United Statp:s of America, |
Territory of Kansas,
j
^

"'^'

On

the 13th day of November, A. D. 1854, before me,

James

Emerv.

S.

a Justice of the Peace in and for the First District of said Territorv. personally came Joel Grover, a Constable in and for the said District and Territory,

and being duly sworn according

t(j

law, deposes

and says that

lie

will

support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully discharge the

Joel Grovei:.
Emery.

duties of his said office.

Sworn

to

and subscribed before me.

J. S.

Justice of the Fcact.

.

November

IOth, 1854.

in the Territory on the

— Proclamation

2yth

Ho)ise of Kepreseutatives of

inst. for

tlie

United

fixed, officers of election appointed,

and

issued for an election to bo held

the election of a Delegate lo the
States,

and the places of

el-ccti'i-a

rules of proceeding as follows:

election proclamation.
United States of America,
Tekkitokt of Kansas.
(-

1

To

the Citizaui

/
\

and Qualijinl

Reeder. Governor

f)f

Votri:^ of said

said Territory,

Territory

—G retting:

I.

Andrew H.

by virtue of the provkions of

c'lj

act

of Congress approved the thirtieth day of ^lay, A. D. ISo-t, entitled "Au act :_> organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas," do by these presents order siid di-
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an election shall be held in the said Territory on Wednesday, the '29th dav of
Novem]>er, instant, for the election of a citizen of the United States and a qualified
voter and resident of said Territcn-y to the office of Dele-rate to the House of Representatives of the United States, to serve until the fourth day of March next; and
(iualilied voters of said Territory are requested to assemble on said day within each
rect that

election district, at the place of holding elections in such district, according to t!ie

schedule of election districts and places of election to this proclamation annexed,
within the hours therein specified, and vote by ballot for such Delegate. And the
judges who shall be appointed to open and conduct the said election will assemble in their respective districts at the places for holding said election, and having

made

the necessary preparation and taken the oaths which shall be prescribed, will
open the polls for the reception of votes between the hours of eight and ten a. m.,
and keep the same open until six o'clock p. ir.; and will conduct the same and make
returns of said election according to the instructions contained in the schedule

hereto annexed.

Given under
ber, A.

my hand

and the

seal of the said Territory, this tenth

D. 1854.

Attest:

day of Novem-

A. H. Reedeb, Governor, &c.

Daxl. Woodson,

Secretary.

SCHEDULE.
List of Election Districts

and Places

of

Holding Elections :

First Disfrict.—'Place of election, office of Dr. Charles

Lawrence.

Robinson, in the town of
Judges of Election: Nathaniel T. Johnson, Oliver T. Hanscome, and

William Miller.
Second District.— Tlace of election, the house of Paris Ellison, in Douglas City.
Judges: Jonathan Cranmer. O. H. Browne, and Andrew :\rcDonald.
Third District.— Flace of election, the house of Thomas Stinson, at Tecumseh.

Judges: John Homer, L. D. Stateler, and Anthony Wood.
Fourth District.— Flace of election, the house of Dr.
Chapman. Judges:
Joseph Barnard, James Powell, and Dr.
Chapman.
Fifth District.— Place of election, the house of Henry Sherman, on the old John
Jones improvement, on Pottawatomie creek.
Judges: James Moore, John Van

Horn, and Thomas Polk.
Sixth District.— Vldce of election, the house of H. T. Wilson, at Fort Scott.
Judges: Thomas B. Arnett, H. T. Wilson, and Wm. Godefroy.
Seventh District.— Place of election, the house of Fry McGee, at 110-Miles creek,
on the Santa Fe road. Judges: Fry McGee, David Burge, and S. W. Boughton.
Eighth District.— Place of election, the house of

Ingraham Baker, on the Santa Fe
Judges: Thomas Huffaker. Charles Withington. and Ingraham Baker.
Ninth District.— Place of election, the house of
Reynolds, near the crossing of
Seven-Mile creek. Judges: Robert Wilson. Hannibal A. Low. and Thaddeus K.
road.

Mills.

Tenth District.— Place of election, the house of S. D. Dyer, at the crossing
of the

Kig Blue river.

Judges: S. D. Houston. Francis Burgereau, and S. D. Dyer.
Eleventh District.— Place of election, the trading house of Marshall
& Woodward.
Judges: R. C. Bishop, S. M. B. Holmes, and William Givens.
2welftk District.— Place
ler,

E. G. Booth,

and

of election, the house of R. C. Miller.

R. C.

Judges: R. C. Mil-

Wanton.

Thirteenth District.— Place of

0^a%ykee.

election, the house of G. M. Dyer, at the town of
Judges: W. H. Tibbs, G. M. Dyer, and D. M. Bailey.

Fourteenth District.— Place of election, the house of

Benjamin Harding, on

the St.
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Joseph and Oregon road.

Judges:

J.

W. Foreman, Benjamin Harding, and Samuel

Irvin.
Fifteenth DiMrict.

—Place of election, the house

Leavenworth and Oregon road.
Boyd.

Judges: H.

J3.

of Pascal Penseneau. on the Fort
Jolly,

James H.

Frazier.

and

A. G.

—

Place of election, the house of Keller and Kyle. Leavenworth
Judges: D. Z. Smith, Benjamin H. Twombly, and J. M. Alexander.

Sixteenth District.

City.

INSTRrCTIOXS TO JUDGES OF ELECTION.

The

three judges will provide for each poll a ballot-box, with a

Before entering upon their duties they
duplicate copies of the following oath:

tion of the ticket.

We,

will

slit

for the inser-

make and

subscribe

do severally swear that we will perform our duties as judges of the elecDistrict of the Territory of Kansas, to the best of our judfinem
keep a correct and faithful record or list of persons who shall vote a: said
election; that we will poll no ticket from any person who is not an actual, 6o(ia/i(?« resident and inhabitant of said Territory on the day of election, and whom we shall not honestly believe to t-e a
qualified voter according to the act of Congress organizing said Territory that we will reject the votes
of all and every non-resident whom we shall believe to have come into the Territory for the mer«purpose of voting; that in all cases where we are ignorant of the voter's right, we will require legal
evidence thereof by his own oath or otherwise; that we will make a true and faithful return of the
votes which shall be polled, to the Governor of said Territory.
,

,

,

tion to be held this dar in the

and

ability; that

we

will

;

The

opened for the reception of votes between eight and ten o'clock
p. m. and then closed,
unless voters are then offering to vote: and in that case, as soon as votes cease to
be continuously offered. The judges will keep two corresponding lists of persons
who shall vote, numbering each name. When a dispute arises as to the qualifications of a voter, the judges may examine the voter or any other j>erson, under o;'.th.
upon the subject, and a decision of a majority of the board will be conclusive.
When the poll is closed the judges will proceed to open and count the votes, and
will keep two corresponding tally-lists, on which they will simultaneously tally as
they arc given by the judge who shall open and call out the votes, and without interference or handling by any other person. When the votes are thus counted o3 and
the tally-lists shall agree, the judges shall then publicly proclaim the result, and
shall draw up and sign duplicate certificates in the following form:
A.

polls will be

and

M..

will

be kept open continuously until six o'clock

We,
at the

to the

the undersigned, judges of an election held on the twenty-ninth day of November, A. T>. l-.>4,
house of
in the
District of the Territory of Kans.os, for the election of a Delegate
House of Representatives of the United States, do certify upon our oaths, and to the best oi out
,

knowledge and

belief, that the following

1:3

a true and correct return of the votes polled by lawful res-

ident voters, viz.;

Received. „

Votes.

Received

Votes.

&c., &c., &c.

Witness our hands, this 29th day of November, A. D.

They

1S54.

then carefully replace the said counted tickets into the box, with one
copy of the oath, one list of voters and one tally-list, and one certificate of return.
will

and having sealed up the said box, will carefully preserve the same until ctilled for
by the Governor of said Territory, in the event of its correctness being courestedThe remaining copy of the oath, list of voters, tally-list, and return, will be
taken by one of the judges, who shall deliver the same in person to the Governor,
on or before Monday, the fourth day of December next, at his office at the house of
Thomas Johnson, in the First District. The judges of election will be sworn by a
judge or justice of the peace, or in the absence of such officer, they may be sworn
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by one of their number, who shall, in his turn, be sworn by one of those thus qualiAnd the several
fied, noting at the foot of the oath by whom it is administered.
judges of election are by these presents invested with full power and authority to
administer the oath to each other, and to voters and others, touching the right of any
person to vote, under all the pains and penalties of perjury attaching to oaths administered by judicial officers. If one or more of the judges appointed slmuld fail
to attend, or refuse to serve, the vacancy may be supplied by the voters on the
ground at nine o'clock a. m., and any vacancy occurring in the board thereafter may
be filled by the remaining judges.
QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS.

By

the Territorial bill

"That every

free

it is

provided as follows:

white male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years who shall be an actual

resident of said Territory and shall possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled
to vote at the first election: Proridfd, That the right of sutfrage and of holding office shall be exer-

by citizens of the United States and those who shall have declared on oath their intention
become such, and shall have taken an oath to support the constitution of the United States and the
And prorUkd farlfif.r. That no officer, soldier, seaman ormarine, or other person
in the Army or N'avy of the United States, or attached to troops in the service of the United States,
shall be allowed to vote or hold office in said Territorv bv reason of being on service therein."

cised only
to

provisions of this act:

The

and color are easily understood; that of residence is well deand means the actual dwelling or inhabiting in the Territory to the
exclusion of any other present domicil or home, coupled with the present bona fide
intention of remaining permanently for the same purpose.
"When a voter is not a native of the United States, the proof of his right to vote
must be the production of his certificate of naturalization, or of his declaration of
intention, under the seal of the court, and the want of it cannot be supplied by his
oath.
In case he has only declared his intention to become a citizen, he mu-t then
be sworn by the judges or a justice of the peace to support the constitution of the
United States and the provisions of the "Act of Congress, approved May 30th.
When this latter oath is
ISoi, to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas."
administered to a voter, the word "oath" should be marked opposite his name on
the list. The meaning of the last proviso, relative to the Army and Navy, is tliat the
requisites of age

fined in the law,

persons designated in it shall not vote if their presence in the Territory is referable
only to the performance of their duties and the obedience of orders. The officer or
soldier who would vote must have a residence (the meaning of which is already explained) irrespective and independent of his presence here under orders.
It is

perhaps unnecessary to say that every voter can vote only in his own

district.

CONTESTED ELECTIONS.
In case any person or persons shall dispute the fairness or correctness of the remake a written statement directed to the
Governor, and setting forth the specific cause of complaint, or errors in the conturn of any election district, they shall

district, signed by not less than ten
and with an affidavit of one or more qualified
voters to the truth of the facts therein stated; and the said complaint and affidavit
shall be presented to the Governor on or before the fourth day of December next,
when the proper proceedings will be taken to hear and decide such complaint.
A. H. Reedee, Governor, cCr.

ducting or returning of the election in said
qualitled voters of the Territory,

KovKMBER

—

20TEr, 1854.
Comniission issued to J. Hurvey Day, as Jusof the Peace for the .Sixteenth District; and sauie day oath adiiunistered as follows:
tice
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record of oath.
United States of America, }
Territory of Kansas,
'

)

On

day of jSTovember, A. D. 1854, before me, the underGovernor of the said Territory, personally appeared Jeremiah Harvey Day, a Justice of the Peace in and for the Sixteenth District of said
Territory, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he will support the
Constitution of the United States, and will taithfully perform the duties of
this twentieth

signed,

his said office.

Sworn

to

J.

and subscribed Xovember

Harvey Day.

20, 1854, before

A. H. Eeeder, Governor,

November

20th, 1854.

— Commission

issued to Alfred

dec.

Cunningham,

as

Constable for the Sixteenth District; and same day an oath administered as
follows

:

record of oath.
United State's of America, |
Territory of Kansas,
j
On this twentieth day of November, 1854, before me,

'

,

the undersigned,

Governor of said Territory, personally appeared Alfred Cunningham, a
Constable of said Territory in and for the Sixteenth District, and being
duly sworn, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of the
United States, and well and faithfully perform the duties of his said otnce.

Alfred Cunningham.
Sworn

to

and suliscribcd Xovember 20th, 1854, before
A. H. Rekder, Governor,

November

24th,

1854.

— Executive

office

removed

to

dw

the house

of

Thomas Johnson, at the Shawnee ^lission of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and Jno. A. Halderman appointed Executive Clerk ^ro tern.

November

2oth, 1854.— Issued the following suj)plemental proclama-

tion for the formation of the Seventeentli Election District:

proclamation.
United States of Ameeica.
Tekeitoky or Kansa.s,
Whereas, by proclamation bearing date the tenth dav of November, iastan election for a Delegate to repret;ent said Territory in the House of
Representatives of the United States has been ordered to be held on the twentyninth day of November, inst.. at the several places and within the several districts
on said proclamation set forth; and whereas, it seems expedient that the First District should be divided: Now. know all men by these presents, that I. Andrew H.
Keeder. Governor of said Territory, do by these presents order and direct that a new
)_

*'^'

\

election district shall be organized, to be called the Seventeenth District, as follows:

Beginning

at the

creek; thence

up

mouth of Kansas

river; thence u{) said river to the

said creek to the Santa

Fe road; thence by

mouth of

said road

Cr-dar

and the

ilis-

i

i):j;t

J

:<•/;:.

ill

<.ii

atov^c

A vnl

r.,!>?

:

—

:
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eouri State line to the place of beginning; and that Thomas Johnson, Cj-periau
Chouteau and Davis Thayer are appointed the judges of said election, in said district, who are hereby invested with the same power and authority and made subject

same duties and instructions as are contained in the aforesaid proclamation,
bearing date the 10th day of November: and the qualified voters residing within
said bounds will assemble at the house of B. F. Robinson, and vote for such Delegate, under all the rules, regulations and restrictions contained in said proclamato the

tion.

Given under niy hand and the seal of said Territory, this twenty-fifth day of
A. H. Reedek, Governor, dx.
November, 1854.
Attest: Danl. Woodson, Ser-retanj.

November

25th,

185-1.

— Commi.ssion

i.ssued to

as Justice of the Peace for the Fourteenth District;

Thomas W. Waterson,
and same day oath ad-

ministered as follows

record of oath.
United Statics of America,
Territory of Kansas,

On

this

25th day of November, A. D. 1854, before the undersigned. GovThomas W. Waterson, a Jus-

ernor of said Territory, personally appeai^ed
tice of

the Peace of the said Territory, and being duly sworn, deposes and

says that he will support the Constitution of the United States, and taithfully

perform the duties of said

Sworn

to

Thomas W. Watersox.

office.

and subscribed November 25th, 1854, before me.
A. H. Reeder, Governor, dr.

—

November 25th, 1854. Commission issued to James R. Whitehead, as
Constable for the Fourteenth District; and same day oath administered as
follows

record of oath.
United States of America, )
Territory of Kansas,
)
^'~'

Ou

day of November, A. D. 1854, before the undersigned, Governor of said Territory, personally appeared James R. Whitehead, a Constable of said Territory, and being duly sworn, deposes and says that he will
suj)})ort the Constitution of the United States, and will faithfully perform
this 25th

the duties of said

Sworn

to

James R. Whitehead.

office.

and subscrilied November 25th, 1854, before me.
A. H. Reeder, Governor,

December

2d, 1854.

— Commission

issued to

John Horner,

S:c.

as Justice of

the Peace for the Third District.

RECORD OF OATH.
1'

NIT ED States of America,)

Territory of Kansas,

^^'
)

On this tifth day of December, A. D. 1854, before the subscriber. Governor of said Territory, personally apjieared John Horner, a Justice of the
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Peace of said Territory, and being duly sworn according to law, deposes
and says that he will support the Constitution of the United States, and
will faithfully discharge the duties of his said office.

Sworn

and subscribed before

to

nie,

December

Joiix

Horxer.

5th, 1854.

A. H. Reeder,

October

3d, 1854.

— Commission

issued to

Samuel D. Lecompte, of the

State of ^Maryland, as Chief Justice of the Territory, by the President of

the United States.

record of oath.
United States of America, )
**'
Territory of Kansas,
j
On this fifth day of December, A. D. 1854, before
^

me, the Governor of
Samuel D. Lecompte, Chief Justice of
the said Territory, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of the United States, and will fiiithfully perform the
duties of his said oflftce.
Same. D. Lecompte.
said Territory, personally appeared

Sworn

to

and subscribed December

5th, 1854, before
.

December
for the

A. IL Reeder, Governor,

d'C.

—

6tii, 1854.
Commission issued to T. W. Hays, as Constable
Third District; and same day oath administered as follows:

record of oath.
United States of xVmerica,
Territory of Kansas,
On this sixth day of December, A. D. 1854,

.

,

-

before the undersigned.
Secretary of said Territory, personally appeared T. W. Hays, a Constable
of said Territory, and being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says

that he will support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully
perform the duties of his said ofiice.
T. W, Hays.

Sworn

to

and subscribed Dec. 6th, 1854, before

Dane. Woodson,

December
tice of the

—

Gth, 1854.
Commission issued
Peace for the Fifteenth District.

to

Secretary.

William Braham,

record of oath.
United States of America, |
Territory of Kansas,
j
On this twenty-first day of December, A. D. 1854,

as Jus-

*'^'

before the subscriber,

Governor of said Territtjry, personally appeared William Braham, a Justice of the Peace for the Fifteenth District of said Territory, and being duly
sworn according to law, deposes and says that he will support the Constitu-

'
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tion of the

said

office.

United States, and will faithfully discharge the duties of hii
William Braiiam.

Sworn and subscribed before me, December 21, 1854.
A. H. Reeder, Governor,

December

6th, 1354.

— Commission issued

to

A. C. P. Hayues,

as

d-c.

Con-

stable for the Fifteenth District.

14th, 1854.— Commission issued to James Kuykendall,

December

a.s

Justice of the Peace for the Thirteenth District.

record of oath.
United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

)^^,
'

)

day of December, A. D. 1854, before the subscribe^, GovTerritory of Kansas, personally appeared James Kuykensaid
the
of
ernor

On

this 14th

duly sworn,
a Justice of the Peace of the said Territory, who, being
United States,
deposes and says that he will support tbc Constitution of the
and will faithfully perform the duties of his said office.

dall,

J.

Sworn and subscribed before me, December

Kuykendaix.

14, 1854.

A. H. Reeder, Governor,

d-c.

oath of deputy marshal C. B. DONALDSON.
United States of America, |^^
"""
Territory of Kansas,
j
in and
Personally appeared before me. Rush Elmore, dissociate Justice
on oath says that
for the Territory of Kansas, Chauncey B. Donaldson, who
dishe will support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfullj
Kansas
charge the duties of Deputy Marshal in and for the Territory of
C. B. Donaldson.
aforesaid.
So help me God.

Sworn

to

and subscribed before me,

day of November,

Kusii Elmore,
Associate Justice Territory of Kansas.

A. D. 1854.

December

this the tenth

to Jonathan J. Cranmer,
and oath administered.

26Tn, 1854.— Commission issued

Justice of the Peace for the Second District,

as

record of oath.

United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

}

,^^
"'

|

On tliis 26th day of December, A. D. 1854, before the undersigned. GovJr.sernor of said Territory, personally appeared Jonathan J. Cranmer, a
being duly
tice of the Peace for the Second District of said Territory, who,

.^v-'i.T

>

y.,>a

.H

...'

,iAot&,;;;.K

"d.) ^fllj

ttv:

.'v-H

J<'>'i

u

:
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sworn, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of the United
States,

and

will faithfully discharge the duties of his said office.

Jonathan
SworTi and subscribed before nie,

December

J.

Cranmer.

26, 1854.

A. H. IvEEDER.

—

December 4th, 1854. The judges of the several election districts
made return'of the votes polled at the election held on the 29th day of
November last for Delegate to the House of Eepresentatives of the United
States,

were

from which

it

as follows, viz.

appeared that the votes

in the said several districts

a:r'.

ot

T-

.
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Peace
John Speer, as Justice of the

for the Fi,-=t

First and Sev-

Hopp., as Co„s.ahle ... the
"°^::~t^d'::tCommission issu
euteeuth Districts.

record of oath.

United States of A^iertca, |

^^,

the undesigned.
!u/d:rof 'janL,v. A. D. 1855. befo,-e.
a Jus.,ce
Goodtu,
K.
Joel
appeared
Go«™ of aid Territory, personally for the First and beventeenth D.in and
Territory
said
of
Peace
of he
depo»e,
duly sworn according to law,
of said Territory, «ho, being
t Hot
of the United States and

J„1™e

I'nd savs^tlfat

he will ktpport the Constitution

K. uooi

J-

of his said oftice.
__
faithfully discharge the duties
January -ith, I800.
Sworn and subscribed before me,

A. H. Reehek, Gotemor,

i.

ire.

record of oath.

Untied States of Ajierica, \

..^

under„f'Decc„,ber,A. D. 1854. before the
pe>.om, y
Ten.tory,
said
of
Peace
shnd, William Braham, a Justice of the
F te nth
of said Territory for the
aiV-uod A. C. Haynes, a Constable
deposes
law,
to
according
j •^^.
Di rict, and being inly sworn
of the United States, and ^'"
will support the Constitution
'"'l^'^^^f
A. ^-_.
said office.

OrZZZ^'^:^

-^^

«f

.

charjro the duties of his

Sworn and

st.bseribed before me. this 2:3d

December,

William Bkaham,
•

RECORD OF OATU.
UxiTEi) States of America,
j
Territory of Kansas,

-

.\

j.f

•
.

-1-

.'

,
m
t.,-.before the suhsmber a J
day of January, A. D. 1855,
a Ju
bpee
John
appeared
pei.onally
of the Peace of said Territory,
Fn= aud
of Kansas in and for the
of the Peace of the Territory
acco. du .
-vorn
duly
bemg
who,
Territory,

On
tice

J. ±-

"

~
'

tice

l*<^-i-

,

this eighth

Seventeenth Districts of said

I nit.d
suport the Constitution ot the
deposes .and says that he will
ofhee
said
his
of
duties
the
States, and faithfullv discharge
to law,

John' bPELK.

Sworn and subscribed before me, January

8,

1855
J. S.

Emery,

Ju-^'-

RECORD of oath.

United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

On

this eighth

tice of t!ie

Peace

]

^^

-i
„ T-the subscriber, a Jusday of January, A. D. 1855, before
a
Hoppu.
Simon
appeared
of said Territory, personally
)

,

i

JiT/f) '!0

i-"-

•-njiv>I.

(V''.r

,

"
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i

Constable for the Territory of Kansas, in and for the First and Sevenot^ said Territory, who. being duly sworn, deposes and says

teenth Districts

that he will support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully

discharge the duties of his said

Soiox Hopper.

office.

Sworn and subscribed before me, January

8,

1855.

JoHX Speer,

J.

p.

record of oath.

United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,
On this tenth day of January, A. D.

1855, before the undersigned, Chief

Samuel D. Dyer, a JusPeace for the Tenth District of said Territory, Avho, being duly
sworn according to law, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of the United States, and foithfuliy perforin the duties of his said oflice.
'Samuel D. Dyer.
Justice of the said Territory, personally appeared
tice of the

Samuel D. Lecompte.

Sworn and subscribed before me.

record of oath.

United States of America, |
Territory of Kansas,
J
On this tenth day of January, A. D.

1855, before the iindersigned, Chief

Justice of the said Territory, personally appeared "William Dyer, a Consta-

Tenth District of the said Territory, and being duly sworn, deand says that he will support the Constitution of the United States,

ble of the

poses

and

will faithfully

perform the duties

ot^

his said oftlce.

Sworn and subscribed before me.

January

r2Tir. 1855.

— Commission issued

William Dyer.
Samuel D. Lecompte.
to

AVilliam P. McCIure, as

Justice of the Peace for the Eleventh District,

Commission issued
District.

to

Robert E. Bishop, as Constable for the Eleventh

_______

record of oath.
United States of America, |
Territory of Kansas,
j
,

*"^'

On this tweltVii day of January, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned.
Governor of the said Territory, personally appeared AVilliam P. AFcClure,
a Justice of the Peace of the Eleventh District of said Territory, and being duly sworn, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of
the United States, and will perform the duties of his said office with iidelity.
'
AVm. p. :\1cCluke.
Sworn and subscribed January 12, 1855, before
A, H, Reeder, Governor, ti'C.

:rr> I ^'i

mov^B

"

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
January

51

ISth, 1855.— Commission issued to Arthur

I.

Baker, as a Jus-

of the Peace for the Eighth District.

tice

record of oath.

United States of America, |
Territory of Kansas,
j
On this thirteenth day of January,
^^,
'
'

1855, before the undersigned, Gov-

Arthur Ingraham
ernor of the Territory of Kansas, personally appeared
sworn, deBaker, a Justice of the Peace of said Territory, and being duly
of the United .States,
poses and savs that he will support the Constitution
and

will fliit'hfully

perform the duties of his said

Sworn and subscribed January

A.

office.

I.

Baker.

13, 1855, before

A. H. IvEEDER, Governor,

January

Ioth, 1855.— Commission to Charles

II.

drc.

Withington, as Con-

stable for the Eighth District.

record of oath.

United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

)

..^
*''

j

On this 16th day of January, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned. Gova
ernor of the said Territory, personally appeared Charles H. Withiiigton,
Constable of the said Territory, and being duly sworn, deposes and says
will faiththat he will support the Constitution of the United States, and
C. H. Withington.
fully perform the duties of his said office.

Sworn and subscribed January

16th, 1855, before me.

A. H. ItEEDER, Governor,

January

20tii, 1855.

— Joel 0. Grover's resignation of the

office

ii'C.

of Con-

stable for the First District received.

January

22d, 1855.— Commission issued to C. K. Holliday, as Justice of

the Peace for the Third District.
to D. II. Home, as Constable for the Third District.
Commi.ssion issued to S. M. Salter, as Constable for the First and Seven-

Commission issued
teenth Districts.

January

25Tn, 1855.— Commission issued to John Smith, as Constable

for the Sixteenth District.

January

31st, 1855.

— Commission issued

the Peace for the Fifth District.

to

Adam

Carnes, as Justice of

li'JTVr

.::'( '^j/f. ati

.vfilyJIuIi .'J :>ot

l..'>:i

i!-ji;v

I
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record of oath.
Unitp:d States of America,}
^^*
Territory of Ka>>as,
j
this
of
January,
ol.-^t day
1855, before the undersigned, Governor of
On
said Territory, personally appeared Adam Carnes, a Justice of the Peace
for the Territory of Kansas, in

and

for the Fifth District of said Territory,

who, being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully discharge the
duties of his said

A. Garxes.

office.

Sworn and subscribed before me, January

31, 1855.

A. H. Reeder, Governor, &c.

Jaxuary

31,

1855.— Commission

John

issued to

S.

Whitman,

as

Con-

stable for the Fifth District.

February

3,

1855.

— Commission issued

to

Keuben Hackett,

as Justice

of the Peace for the Fourth District.

RECORD of oath.
United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

On

this third

^

|

j

day of February, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned, Gov-

ernor of the said Territory, personally appeared Reuben Hackett, a Justice
of the Peace of the said Territory, in and for the Fourth District, and being

duly sworn, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of the
States, and will faithfully perform the duties of his said office.

United

Reuben Hackett.
Sworn and subscribed February

3,

1855.

A. H. Reeder, Governor.

February"

3,

1855.

— Commission issued

to

James P. Moore,

as Consta-

ble for the Fourth District.

February'

2,

1855.

— Commission issued

to Elijah S. Wilhite, as Justice

the Peace for the Fifteenth District.

February'

7,

1855.

— Commission

issued to

John

Serpell, as Justice of

the Peace for the Fifth District.

record of oath.
United States of America, )
*'^'

Territory' of Kansas,
j
On this seventh day of February, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned,
Governor of said Territory, personally appeared John Serpell, a Justice of
the Peace of the Territory of Kansas, in and fur the Fifth District of said Ter-

fT»

H

c(.

-

.

.A

iffti/iH o) iiyUir

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
ritory,

53

who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he will support the Conand faithfully discharge the duties of his said

stitution of the United' States,

John Serpell.

(ttlice.

Sworn and subscribed before me, February

7th, 1855.

A. H. Eeeder, Governor.

December

4th, 1854.

— Commission

Justice of the Peace for the

Ninth

issued to Claiborne R. ]Mubley, as

District.

record of oath.
United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

On

this fourth

day of December, A. D. 1854, before the undersigned. Gov-

ernor of said Territory, personally appeared Claiborne R. Mobley, a Justice
of the Peace of said Territory, and being duly sworn, dej)0ses and says that

he will support the Constitution of the United States, and willfoithfully per-

form the duties of his said

C. R.

office.

Sworn and subscribed December

Mobley.

4th, 1854, before me.

A. H. Reeder.

December

4th, 1854.

— Commission

issued to

James Fraser,

as Justice

of the Peace for the Fifteenth District.

record of oath.
United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,
On this the second day of February, A. D. 1855,

before the undersigned,

James Kuykendall, a Justice of the Peace of the Territory of Kansas, personally appeared James Gray, a Constable of said Territory, who being
duly sworn according to law, deposes and says that he will support the
Constitution of the United States, and faithfully discharge the duties of his

James Gray.

said office.

Sworn and subscribed before me February

2d,

A. D. 1855.

James Kuykendall,
Kansas

Justice of the Peace,

Territory.

record of oath.
Cnited States of America,
^^'
Territory of Kansas,
j
"[

Samuel ]\I. Salters, being duly sworn, deposes and says that as Constable
of the Fir^t District of the said Territory of Kansas, he will support the
Constitution of the United States, and will faithfully perform the duties of
his said office.

Sworn and subscribed February

S.

M. Salters.

2d. 1855, before me.
J.

K. Goodin,

/. r.
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December

21, 1854.

— Commission issued

to

William Martin,

as Justice

of the Peace for the Fifteenth District.

record of oath.
United States of America, )
Territory of Kansas, ]
On this the third day of February, A. D. 1855,

before the undersigned, a

Justice of the Peace of the Territory of Kansas, personally appeared
S.

Wightman,

John

a Constable of the Territory of Kansas in and for the Fifth

District of said Territory,

and says that he

•\vho,

will support

being duly sworn according to hnv, de})0ses
the Constitution of the United States, and

Joiix

faithfully discharge the duties of his said office.

Sworn and subscribed before me, February

S.

Wight^eax.

3d, 1855.

A. Carxes,

_^

J. P.

record of oath.
United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

On this thirteenth day of February, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned,
Governor of^aid Territory, personally appeared Cyrus K. Holliday, Esq.,
a Justice of the Peace in and for the Third District of said Territory, who,
being duly sworn, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of
the United States, and faithfully discharge the duties of his said office.
C. K. Holliday.
Sworn and subscribed February 13th, 1855, before me.
A. H. PiEEDER.
.

February

15Tn, 1855.

— Commission issued

to

Wiley Williams,

as

Con-

stable of the Fifteenth District.

Commission issued

to

Robert

to

Nathaniel B. Stephens, as Justice of the Peace for

S. ^Merchant, as

Constable of the Fifteenth

District.

Commission issued

the Fifteenth District.

February

23d, 1855.

— Commission issued

to

Harrison Burson, as Justice

of the Peace of the Second District.

February

25tii, 1855.

— Resignation of

J.

H. Day, as Justice of the Peace
from the first of ^larch,

for the Sixteenth District, received, to take effect

proximo.

February

27tii, 1855.

— Commission issued

to T.

Harrison Nichols, as

Constable of the First District.

Commission issued
Thirteenth District.

to

Obadiah B. Tebbs,

as Justice of the

Peace of the

.',n.i:

:yu,i]

7

(.

ni

>.ft

)r'1uH iiiia mo'f*'^

fv>n;-,r.!

iti

'!);:>:

>.|

-••GOSr

W^,

'.I'M'

<.;!?

/H/.'JiJUXH''I

'K. '-Oil:/! ^i((i 1.

:

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
William C. "Wanton,

Comnii:5sion issued to

as Constable of the Thirteenth

District.

January
sus

15th, 1855.

— The following persons appointed

and enumeration of qualified voters

take the cen-

to

in the several districts of the Ter-

ritory, viz.

W.

First District, C.

Second

District.,

Babcock.

O. H. Browne.

Third District, T.

W.

«

Hayes.

Fourth, Seventh and Eighth Districts, C. B. Donaldson.
Fifth and Sixth Districts, William Barbee.
Ninth and Tenth Districts, Martin F. Conway.
Eleventh and Twelfth Districts, B. H. Twombley.
Thirteenth and Fifteenth Di.^tricts, H. B. Jolley.
Fourteenth District, Albert Heed.

'^

Sixteenth District, Charles Leib.

Seventeenth District, Alexander

February
the Seventh

unable to

12th, 1855.

and Eighth

—

J.

S.

Johnson.

.

,

-

-

•

R. MeClure appointed to take the census in

Districts, in the place of C. B.

act.

-

.-

Donaldson, who
.

is

'

record of oath.
United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

On

|

^^

)

day of February, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned,
a Justice of the Peace of said Territory, personally appeared Daniel H.
Hurne, a Constable in and for the Third District of said Territory, who,
being duly s^•orn, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of
tlie United States, and faithfully discharge the duties of his said office.
Daniel H. Hokne.
Sworn and subscribed, February 20th, 1855, before me.
C. K. HoLLiDAY, Judice of the Peace.
this twentieth

RECORD OF oath.
United States of America,
Territory of Kans.\s,

On

this

|

'*"

j

twenty-seventh day of February, A. D. 1855, before the under-

Governor of said Territory, personally appeared Obadiah B. Tchbs,
Peace in and for the Thirteenth District of said Territory,
wlio, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he will su{)port the Constitutinii of the United States, and will taithfully perform the duties of his said
'
office.
O. B. Tebbs.
Sworn and sul)scribed February 27th, 1855, before me.
A. H. Keeder.
signed.

a Justice of the

5

i\'i

/

<•:>

usu'i.i;

(<fiu;;J^»''f

.i):r.u-\\)iid\}f,

hnn

«i:
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February

•

:

:

.

24tii, 1855.

—An

additional

election district erected,

com-

prising portions of the present Eleventh, Twelfth and Thirteenth Districts,
to

be called the Eighteenth Election District, and proclamation issued,

United States of Amekica.
Territory of Kansas.

(

viz.

^

S

To the. Citizen^ and Qucdijied Voters of the Territonj of Kansas: I. Andrew H.
Keeder, Governor of the said Territory, do hereby prochiim and make
known that I have erected an additional election district, comprising portions of
the present Eleventh and Twelfth and Thirteenth Election Districts, to be called the
Eighteenth Election District, and to include the settlements on the waters of the
,

I

Nemaha, bounded and described

as follows, to wit:

Commencing

in the Yerniillion

branch of the Blue river, at the crossing of the military road from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Kearney; thence due north to the line of the Territory: thence along
the same, east, to the line of the Fourteenth Election District; thence south along
the line of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Election Districts, to the aforesaid military
road; and thence by the middle of said road to the place of beginning. The place
of election of said district will be at the house of W. W. Moore, where the St. Joseph
road crosses the Nemaha.
And further, that I have detached from the Eleventh and added to the Tenth
Election District the following portion of territory, to %vit: Beginning in the Vermillion river at the crossing of tlic Independence emigrant road: thence up said

road beyond the house of Josiah G.Adams; thence due east along the northern side
of said house, to the said road, and down said road to the place of beginning.
Witness my'liand and the seal of said Territory, this twenty-fourth day of FebA. H. Reedek, Governor, dr.
ruary. A. D. lS:tr>.
Attest:

Danl. Woodson.

FEiiUUARY

Secretarij.

26x11, 1855.

— The

foUoNving proclamation issued, defining

the judicial districts of the Territory, etc.

PROCEAMATION.
United States of America,
Tebsitoky of Kansas.

/
\

^
"

'

and Inhabit(nits of the Territory of Kansas: I. Andrew H.
Reeder. Governor of the said Territory, do hereby proclaim and make
known that under and by virtue, of the authority conferred and the duty enjoined
by the thirty-iifth section of the act of Congress passed the thirtieth day of May.
A. D. 1854, entitled '"An act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas." I
P

^

-,

To

the

Citizens

have, until otherwise provided by law, defined the judicial districts of the said Territory, and assigned one of the said districts to each of the Judges appointed for

the said Territory; and have also appointed the times and places for holding the
courts in the said Districts, as follows, that is to say:
All of the said Territory

embraced witliin the following bounds shall constitute
Connnenoing at the mouth of the Kansas river;

the First Judicial District, to wit:

thence up the Missouri river to the northern line of the Territory; thence along said
line west to the line between the Eleventh and Eighteenth Election Districts; thence
down said line to the military road leading from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Kearney;
thence along said road to the line between the Twelfth and Thirteenth Election Districts; thence down the same and the waters of Soldier creek, along the western
shore thereof to the Kansas river, and down the same on the southern shore thereof
to the place of beginning, including the Thirteenth. Fourteenth. Fifteenth. Sixteenth and Eighteenth Election Districts; which said district is assigned to Chief

iVv,a;,/,

.^•^>'.

-7

.j,:a'I

1r-iU.K

'>.ll

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
Justice S. D. Lecomfite,

and the courts thereof

shall be held at the

town of Leaven-

worth.
All of said territory embraced within the following bound? shall constitute the
Second Judicial District, to wit: Commencing at the mouth of the Kansas river:
thence up the same along the southern shore thereof to the western line of the Pottawatomie Reservation: thence ak)ng the we.stern and southern lines of said Reservation to the head-wuters of tiie Wakarusa, or the nearest point thereto; and thence
directly to and down the northern shore of the same to the east side of the house of
Charles Matingly: thence due south to the middle of the Santa Fe road: thence
westwardly along the middle of said road to Rock creek; thence due south to the north
line of the Sac and Fox Reservation; thence along the north and west lines thereof and
due south to the Neosho river; thence up the southern shore of said river and of the
south branch thereof to the head; thence due south to the line of the Territory: and
thence by the south and east lines of the Territory to the place of beginning: to include the First, Second. Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Seventeenth Election DisThe said district is assigned to Hon. Rush Elmore, and the courts thereof
tricts.
shall be held at the town of Tecumseh.
The residue of the Territory, comprising the Seventh. Eighth. Ninth. Tenth.
Eleventh and Twelfth Election Districts, shall constitute the Third Judicial District,
which is assigned to Hon. Saunders \V. Johnston, and the courts thereof shall be
held at the town of Pawnee.
The regular terms of court shall be as follows:
At Leavenworth, on the third Monday of April and third Monday, of October.
At Tecumseh. on second Monday after third Monday of .April, and second Moi:day after third Monday of October.
At Pawnee, on fourth Monday after third Monday of April, and fourth Moud:iy

after third

Monday

of October.

Special and preliminary terms will be held at Leavenworth, on ^londay. the nine-

March next: at Tecumseh, ou Monday, the twenty-sixth day of March
Pawnee, on Monday, the second day of April next, at ten o'clock a. ic:
at which times all persons bound by recognizance or otherwise to appear at the first
term of said courts will appear at the places so as aforesaid fixed for their respective districts, and all justices of the peace who have taken recognizancts for the
appearance of any person charged before thsm will, at or before the commc-acement
teenth day of
next;

and

at

of the said special or }>reliminary term,

make

return of the

their respective districts or to A. J. Isacks, Esq., the

Witness

my hand

and the

Dan'l.

A.

Woodson.

to

tlie

clerk of

seal of the said Territory, this twenty-sixth

February. A. D. 1S55.
Attest:

same

United States Attorney.
H. Reedee.

day of

Goi--:rnor.

Secretary.

RECORD OF OATH.
U.NITKU StATKS OF AmKRICA,

TKuniTORY OF Kansas,
On tliis t\veuty-i)iut!i day

|

"'

)

of January, A. D. 1855, before

tlic

uuder-

a Justice of the Peace ia and for the said Territory, per>^onally
appeared Robert C. Bishop, a Constable of tiie said Territory, and If ing

>ij,'ned,

<luly

sworn, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of the

I'nited States,

and

\vill

faithfully perform the duties of his said otfice.

EoiJEKT C. Bisnor.

Sworn and subscribed before me, January

29, 1855.

Wm.

p.

^kCLUKK,

/.

P.
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PwECORD OF OATH.

United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

On

this

)

*"

j'

seventeenth day of February, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned,

Peace of said Territory, personally appeared Wiley WilKansas in and for the Fifteenth
District of said Territory, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he

a Justice of

tlie

liams, a Constable of the Territory of

will support the Constitution of the

the duties of his said

United

States,

office.

and faithfully perform
"Wiley "Williams.

Sworn and subscribed, February 17th, 1855, before me.
Elijah S. Wilhite, Justice

record of oath.
United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,
On this seventeenth day of February, A. D. 1855,

of Peace.

before the undersigned,

a Justice of the Peace of the said Territory, personally appeared Nathaniel

B. Stephens, a Justice of the Peace of the Territory of Kansas in and for
the Fifteenth District of said Territory, who, being duly sworn, deposes

and

says that he will support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully discharge the duties of his said office.

N. B. Stephens.
Sworn and subscribed, February 17th, 1855, before me.
Elijah S. Wilhite, Justice of Peace.

March

2d, 1855.

— Commission

issued to

Marcus H. Rose,

as Justice

of

the Peace for the Seventh District.

Commission issued

to

George Bratton, as Constable of the Seventh District.

RECORD of oath.
United States of America,] ^
Territory' of Kansas,

.

.

'^'^"

J

On
tice

this second day of INIarch, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned, a Jusof the Peace in and for the said Territory, personallv appeared Robert

S. ]>tlerchant, a Constable of the Fifteenth District of said Territory, who,
being duly sworn, deposes and says that he will support the Constitution of
the United States, and perform faitlifully the duties of his said office.

R.

Sworn and subscribed, March

2,

E.

—

S.

:\Ierchant.

1855, before me.
S.

Wilhite,

Justice Peace.

March 3, 1855. The persons appointed by the Governor to make an
enumeration of inhabitants and qualified voters in the Territorv having

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
made

their returns, the following table of inhabitants

in the several districts is

compiled therefrom:

59

and

qualified voters

.A

,i;i8

Ut

(huAf:

'.'.'

.1

.1

I

^'i\<',buu^ b.
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Territory; and the qualified
atives, to constitute the Legislative Assembly of said
places of
voters of the Territory are hereby requested to meet on said day, at the
to
holding elections in their several districts and precincts, as hereinafter specitied,
respectvote by baUot for the number of candidates hereinafter apportioned to the
hereinafter
ive districts; and the said election shall be conducted in the manner
prescribed.
LIST OF ELECTION DISTKICTS AS HERETOFORE ERECTED.

ComTneuci-ng in the Kansas river, at the mouth of Cedar creek:
first tributary above the town of Lawrence; thence up
F. Rolfs
said tributary to its source; thence by a direct line to the vrest side of
house; thence by a due south line to the Santa Fe road, and along the middle of said
road to a point due south of the source of said Cedar creek; thence due north to
the source of said Cedar creek, and down the same to the place of beginning.
Second JDistricf. --Commeucmg at the mouth of Big Spring branch, on the south
First District.-^

thence up said river to the

bank of the Kansas river; thence up said branch to its furthest source; thence by a
southerly line crossing the Wakarusa river, on the east side of the house of Charles
Matney, to the middle of the Santa Fe road; thence along the middle of said road to
house of
the line of the First District; thence by the same along the west side of the
LawF. Rolf, to the head of the first tributary of the Kansas river above the town of
same tributary to the Kaiias river, and up the south bank
mouth of Big Spring branch, the place of beginning.
Third DtstricL — Commencing &t the mouth of Big Spring branch, on the south
side of the Kansas river; thence up the same to its furthest source: thence by a
southerly line to the north bank of the Wakarusa river, on the east side of the house
of Charles Matney; thence up said river and its main branch to the line of the Pottawatomie Reservation; and thence by the southern and western line of said Reservation to the Kansas river, and down the said river to the place of beginning.

rence; and thence by the
of said river to the

Fourth District.— Commeucmg at the Missouri State line, in the miJdle of the
Santa Fe road; thence along the middle of said road to Rock creek, near the sixty-

mile of said road; thence south to the line of the late Shawnee Reservation,
ceded by the treaty of 18.54; thence due east, along the south line of said Reservation, and the north lines of the existing Reservations of the Sacs and Foxes, the
existing Reservations of the Chippewas and Ottawas, and the late Reservations of
the Piankeshaws. Weas, Peorias, and Kaskaskias. to the Missouri State line; thence
fifth

up the Missouri State

line to the place of beginning.

Missouri State line, at the southern boundary
of the Fourth District; thence east along the same to the northwest corner of the
Sac and Fox Reservation; thence due south, along the western line thereof, and due
south to the south branch of the Neosho river, about seventy miles above the Catholic Osage Mission; thence down said river to the north line of the Reserve for the
Fifth District.— Commencing at the

Indians, and east along said line to the head-waters of Little Osage river.
or the nearest point thereto; and thence down said river to the Missouri State line,
and up said line to the place of beginning.

New York

Sixth

Di.-<trict.-

-Commencing on

the Missouri State line, in

Little

Osage

river:

thence up the same to the line of the Reserve for the New York Indians, or the nearest point thereto; thence to and by the north line of said Reserve to the Neosho river.
and up said river and the south branch thereof to the head; and thence by a due
south line to the southern line of the Territory; thence by the southern and eastern
lines of said Territory to the place of beginning.
Seventh District.— Commencing at the east side of the house of Charles Matney.
on the \Yakarusa river; thence dtle south to the middle of the Santa Fe road; thence
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westwariUy along the middle of said road to Rock creek, near the sixty-fifthmile of
said road; thence due south to the north line of the Sac and Fox Reservation; thence
jiloiij^^ the north and west lines thereof, and due south to the Neosho river: thenctup said river to a point due south of the mouth of Elm creek: thence due north to
the mouth of Elm creek, and up said creek to the Santa Fe road; and thence by a
direct line in a northerly direction to the southwest corner of the Pottawatomie

Reservation: thence along the southern line of said Reservation to the head-waters
Wakarusa river, or the point nearest thereto: thence to and down the said

of the

beginning.

river to the place of

— Commencing at the mouth of

Elm creek, one of the branches of
Santa Fe road: thence by a direct northerly
line to the southwest corner of the Pottawatomie Reservation: thence up the western
line thereof to the Kansas river; thence up said river and the Smoky Hill Fork beyond the most westerly settlements; thence due south to the line of the Territory;
thence by the same to the line of the Sixth District: thence due north to the head of
Eighth District.

Osage

river; thence

up

the

same

to the

the south branch of the Neosho river: thence down said river to the line of the
Seventh District: thence due north to the place of beginning.
Ninth District. Commencing on the Smoky Hill Fork, beyond the most westerly
settlements: thence down the same and the Kansas river to the mouth of Wild Cat
creek: thence up said creek to the head-waters thereof; thence due north to the In-

—

dependence emigrant road: thence up said road to the north line of the Territory;
thence west along the same, beyond the most westerly settlements; and thence due
south to the place of beginning.
Tenth Dd-iiriX.— Commencing at the mouth of Vermillion river; thence up the same,
beyond the house of Josiah D. Adams; thence due west to the Independence emigrant
road; thence up middle of said road to the line of the Ninth District; thence by the
same to the head of Wild Cat creek, and down said creek to the Kansas river; thence

down

said river to the place of beginning.

Eteveiilh District.

—Commencing in the Vermillion

river,

opposite the north side of

Adams; thence up said river to the head of the main branch:
the military road from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Kearney:

the house of Josiah D.

thence due north to

thence along the middle of said road to the crossing of the Vermillion branch of the
Blue; thence due north to the northern line of the Territory; thence west along said
line to the Independence emigrant road: thence down said road to a point due west
of the north end of the house of -Josiah D.

Adams, and due

east to the place of begin-

ning.
Twelfth Distri<:t.— Commeiiciug at the
thence up said creek to the head of the

mouth of Soldier creek, in the Kansas river;
main branch; thence due north to the mili-

from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Kearney; thence along the middle of said
road to the line of the Eleventh District; thence due south to the head of Vermillion
river; down Vermillion river to the mouth, and down Kansas river to the place of

tary road

beginning.

—

Commencing on the Kansas river, at a point three miles above
mouth of Stranger creek; thence in a northwardly direction by a line corros[>onding to and three miles west of the several courses of said creek, to the line of
the late Kickapoo Reservation; thence by the southern and western lines of said
Reservation to t^e military road from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Kearney: thence
Thirt€enth District.

the

"long the middle of said road to the line of the Twelfth District: thence due south

head of Soldier creek; down Soldier creek to the mouth, and down the Kansas
beginning.
Fourttfiith Diitrict.
Commencing at the mouth of Independence creek: thence up
>*!iid creek to the head of the main branch; and thence due west to the line of the
to the

river to the place of

—
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Kickapoo Reservation; thence north along said line and the line of the late Sac
and Fox Reservation to the north line of the Territory: thence along said line easiwardly to the Missouri river, and down said river to the place of beginning.
Fifteenth i)^^^^r/.— Commencing at the mouth of Salt creek, on the Missouri river:
thence up said creek to the military road, and along the middle of said road to the
lower crossing of Stranger creek; thence up said creek to the line of the late Kickapoo Reservation; and thence along the southern and western line thereof to the line
of the Fourteenth District; thence by the same and down Independence creek to
the mouth thereof; and thence down the Missouri river to the place of beginning.
Sixteenth iJislrict.
Commencing at the mouth of Salt creek: thence up said creek
late

—

to the military road; thence along the middle of said road to the lower crossing of

Stranger creek; thence up said creek to the line of the late Kickapoo Reservation;
and thence along the same to the line of the Thirteenth District: and thence by the
same along a line corresponding to the courses of Stranger creek, and keeping three
miles west thereof, to the Kansas river; thence down the Kansas river to the Missouri,
and np the Missouri river to the place of beginning.
Seventeenth District.
Commencing at the mouth of the Kansas river; thence up the
south branch thereof to the mouth of Cedar creek; thence np Cedar creek to its
source; and thence due south to the Santa Fe road, along the middle of said road, to
the Missouri State line, and along said line to the place of beginning.
Eighteenth Didrict.
Commencing in the military road at the crossing of the Vermillion branch of Blue river; thence due north to the line of the Territory; thence
east along said line to the line of the Fourteenth District; thence due south along

—

—

said line to the aforesaid military road,

and along the middle of said road

to the

place of beginning.
pi:eci>-cts,

— The

vlxcv^ for

roi,!,-;,

axd

.tidcies

of election.

W. H. R. Lykins, in the
and X. B. Blanton.
Second Di.^.trict.-'-Ilouf.e of Harrison Burson, on Wakarusa river.
Judges: Harrison Burson, Paris Ellison, and Nath. S. Ramsey.
Third District.
House of Thomas M. Stinson, in the town of Tecumseh. Judges:
Rev. L. D. Stateler, Rev. H. B. Burgess, and Rev. H. N. Watts.
Fourth District.
House of Dr. J. B. Chapman. Judges: Perry Fuller. David Pnltz,
E. W. Moore.
First District.

town of Lawrence.

election will be held at the house of

Judges:

Hugh Cameron,

Jas. B. Abbott,

—

—

—

This district is divided into four voting precincts, as follows, viz.:
Blue Oreek Precinct. Commencing in the Osage (or ilarais des Cygnes
river,
opposite the termination of the dividing ridge between Pottawatomie and Middle
Fifth DUtrict.

—

)

creeks; thence by an easterly line, running north of

all

the settlements on the waters

of North Sugar creek, to the Missouri State line; thence

up

said line to the line

between the Fourth and Fifth Districts; thence east along said line to the line between the Peoria and Ottawa Reservations; thence south along the same to the Osage
river; and down said river to the place of beginning.
The election will be held at
the house of Baptiste Peoria.
Judges: John J. Parks, J. J. Clark, and Stephen
White.
Pottawatomie Creek Precinct.

— Commencing

in the

Osage

river,

on the

line of the

Peoria and Ottawa Reserves; thence down said river to a point opposite the termination of the dividing ridge between Pottawatomie creek and Middle creek: thence
along said dividing ridge beyond tlie head-waters of said creeks; and thence by a line
dne southwest to the line of the Sixth District; thence by the lines of the Sixth,-

Seventh and Fourth Districts, to the line of the Peoria and Ottawa Reservations, and
the same to the place of beginning. Election at the house of Henry Sherman,

down
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Judges: William Chestnut, AUen Wilkinson, and O. F.

-

Cleveland.
river, at the Missouri State line;
Big Sugar Creek Precinct.-- Beginning in the Osage
precinct; thence up said
thence up said river to the mouth of Big Sugar Creek
dividing ridge between
creek to the mouth of Little Sugar creek; thence along the
thence by a due southBig and Little Sugar creeks, beyond the head-waters of both;

to the Pottawatomie
west line to the line of the Fifth District; thence along the same
river; thence by an
Creek precinct: thence by the line of said precinct to the Osage
waters of North Sugar
easterly line, running north of all the settlements on the
the place of beginning. Eleccreek, to the Missouri State line, and down the same to
Mission. Judges: Jas.
tion at the house of Elisha Tucker, at the old Pottawatomie
M. Arthur. Elisha Tucker, and John E. Brown.
Missouri State line, in the Little
Little Sugar Creek Precinct.— Commencing on the
to Big Sugar
Osage river; thence up the same and along the line of the Sixth District,
river; down
Cre^k precinct; thence along the line of said precinct to the Osage
Election at the
Osage river to State line, and down State line to place of beginning.
Judges: Wm. H.
house of Isaac Stockton, at the crossing of Little Sugar creek.

Finley. Alfred O.-borne, and Isaac Stockton.
Scott.
Sixth DUtrict.— Y.lection at Hospital Building at Ft.
senior,

Wm.

Judges: James Ray,

Painter, and AVm. Godefrey.

Seventh Di.strict.— 'Election at the house of J. B. Titus,

on the Santa Fe road.

Judges: Eli Snyder, Jno. VI. Freel, and Dr. Harvey Foster.
the Santa F^
Eighth District.— Election at the Council Grove Mission House, near
road. Judges: A. I. Baker, Emanuel Mosier, and T. S. Huffakcr.
of Pawnee.
Ninth District.- -Election at the house of Robert Klotz. in the town
Judges: A. D. Gibson, S. B. White, and Robert Wilson.
viz.:
is divided into two voting precincts, as follows,
thence
Precinct.— Commencing at the upper mouth of Black Jack creek;
up said cr^ek to the hbad of the main branch; thence due north to the Independence
Terriemigrant road; thence up the middle of said road to the northern line of the
the district to the place
tory"; thence by the northern, western and southern lines of

Tenth Di.strict.— This

Blue

Rivtrr

of beginning.

W.

Election at the house of S. D. Dyer, on Blue river.
and Joseph Stewart.

Judges: Joseph

Russell. Marshall A. Garrett,

thence
Rock Creek Precinct.— Commencing at the upper mouth of Black Jack creek:
Independence
to the head of the main branch; thence due north to the
southern
emigrant road; thence down said road and by the continuous easterly and
Election at the house of Robert
lines of the district to the place of beginning.
James
Wilson, on Rook Creek. Judges: Francis Bergeron, Henry Rammelt, and

up said creek

Wilson.
Eleventh' District.— Election at the trading house of
J. Marshall, R. C. Bishop, and W. P. McClure.

Woodward and

Marshall.

Judges: F.

Twelfth Di.-itrict.— This district is divided into

two precincts, as follows,

viz.:

the
Lake Precinct.— Commencing at the mouth of Cross creek; thence up
same to the head; thence due north to military road leading from Fort Leavenworth
lines of
to Fort Kearney; thence by the continuous northern, eastern and southern
Beaubien.
the district to the place of beginning. Election at the store of Sloan and
on Silver lake. Judges: Xath. Wingardner. E. M. Sloan, and Evan Kennedy.
Silver

creek; thence up said
St. Mary's Precinct.— Commencing at the mouth of Cross
to
cieek to the head: theuce due north to the military road from Fort Leavenworth
district
Fort Kearney; tlience by the northern, western and southern lines of the
Election at the store of B. F. Bertrand, at St. Mary's
to the place'of beginning.

Mission.

Judges: Dr. L. R. Palmer, Charles Dean, and Rev.

J. B.

Duerinck.
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Thirteaith District.-- Election (except as hereinafter stated) at the honse of
I.

Hard,

at

Hickory Point.

Judges: H. B. Cora. James Atkinson, and

J. B.

Samuel
Ross.

—
—

This district is divided into tliree precincts, as follows, viz.:
Commencing in the Missouri river, one mile east of MosWolf River Precinct.
quito creek; thence by a line corresponding to and one mile east of the several
courses of said creek and the main branch thereof; thence by a line due south to
Cottonwood spring; thence along the Pottawatomie road to the dividiny ridize.
two miles from the crossing of said road at Independence creek: thence due west to
Fouiiernth DiMrict.

the line of

and by the westerly and northerly lines of the district to the
Election at the house erected by Aaron Lewis on Wolf river.

the" district,

place of beginning.

Judges: Jas. M. Irvin. Joel Ryan, and E. W. B. Rogers.
Doniphan Pceci'/icL- Commencing on the Missouri river, at the south line of Cadue's
Reserve; thence by the same and along the dividing ridge between Cadue's creek and
Lewis's creek to Cottonwood spring; thence by the line of the Wolf River precinct
lines of the district to the Missouri river, and up the
Missouri river to the place of beginning. Election at the store of John W. and Jas.
Foreman, in the town of Doniphan. Judges: M. K. Shaw. Paris Dunning, and W. L.

and the western and southern

Chudys.

Burr Oak

Precinct.

— Commencing at the Missouri river, at the south line of Cadue's

Reserve; thence by line of Doniphan precinct to Cottonwood spring: thetice by line
of Wolf River precinct to Missouri river, and down said river to place of beginning.
Election at the house of M. E. Bryant, on St. Joseph and California road.

Jud^-es:

Ebenezer Blackstone. Cary B. Whitehead, and Osborne Hulen.
Fifteenth District.

— Election

(except as hereinafter stated) at the house of Charles

Hays, on the military road. Judges: T.

J.

Thompson, E.

R.

Zimmerman, and Daniel

Fish.
Sixteenth District.

— Election

at the

honse of Keller and Kyle, in the town of Leaven-

Judges: Matthew France. Lewis N. Rees, and David Brown.
Election at the Shawnee Methodist Church. Judges: Cyprian
Seventeenth District.

worth.

—

Choteau, C. B. Donaldson, and Chas. Boles.
Ejection at the house of W. W. Moore, on St. Joseph and CalEighteenth District.

—

ifornia road, at the crossing of the

Cramer,

aitd

John Belew.

Nemaha.

Judges: Jesse Adamson,
.

Thomas

J. B.

•

INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES OF ELECTION.

The

three judges will provide for each poU, baUot-boxes with a

and

slit

for the inser-

assemble at their respective polls at or before eight
o'clock A. M. of the day of the election, and will make and subscribe the duplicate
copies of the printed oath which will be furnished them. This oath must be administered by a judge or justice of the peace, if one be present; and if not. then judges
tion of the ticket,

will

can mutually administer the oath to each other, which they are hereby fully authorized to do. In case of the absence of any one or two of said judges at nine o'cl<">ck
the vacancies shall be tilled by the judge or judges who shall attend: and if any
vacancy shall occur after the judges have been sworn, it shall be tilled in the same
manner. In case none of the judges appointed shall attend at nine o'clock a. m., the
voters on the ground may, by tellers, select persons to act in their stead. The judges
will keep two corresponding lists of the names of persons who shall vote, numbering
each name. They must be satisfied of the qualifications of every person offering to
vote, and may examine the voter or any other person, under oath, upon the subject.
The polls will be kept open until six o'clock p. M.. and then closed, unless voters
are present offerhig to vote; and in that case shall be closed as soon thereafter as
votes cease to be offered.

A. M.,
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When

the polls are closed, the judges will proceed to open and count the votes,
keep two corresponding tally lists, on which they will simultaneously tally
each ticket as it is called by the judge who will open and call out the ticket, which
must be done without handling or interference of any other person. "When the votes
arc thus counted off and the tally lists shall agree, the judges shall publicly proclaim
the result, and shall till up and sign the duplicate certificates which will be furnished
them. They will then carefully replace the said tickets in one or both of the ballotboxes, together with one copy of the oath, one of the lists of voters, and one of the
certificates of return, aiid will seal up and preserve the snme. to be produced if called

and

will

for.

the oath, list of voters, tally lists and certificate will be
Governor of the Territory, and delivered by one of the
judges in person to the Governor at his office at the Shawnee Methodist Mission, on
or before the fourth day of April, A. D. lSu.5.
In the P'ifth District the several judges will meet on the day after the election, at
the house of Henry Sherman, on Pottawatomie creek, and select one of their number
who shall take charge of and deliver the returns of all the precincts.
The return judges of the Tenth will meet at the house of Robert \Yilson, on Rock
creek, and those of the Fourteenth at tlie house of M. E. Bryant, and will make their
returns in the same manner.
All persons are absolutely forbidden to bring, sell or deal out in the immediate vicinity of the election ground, any intoxicating liquors; and the judges of election, whenever they shall deem this regulation violated so as to interfere with the proper
conducting of the election, may order the same to be removed, and if the owner shall
fail to comply with such order, may direct the constables or other proper persons to

The remaining copies of

sealed up, directed to the

take charge of such liquor

the polls are closed: or in case of resistance, to destroy

till

same at once. The constables of the Territory will attend at their respective
polls, and will hold themselves subject to the orders of the judges for the preservation of order at the polls, and securing free access for the voters; and for this purpose may call upon any citizens present to aid them in the performance of their
the

duty,

if

necessary.
QUAI.IFICATION.S OF VOTERS:

By

the Territorial

bill it is

provided as follows:

"That every free white male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years, who shall be an actual
resident of said Territory, and shall possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled
That the right of suffrage and of holdini^ office shall be exerby citizens of the United States, and those who shall have declared on oath their intention
become such, and shall have taken an oath to support the constitution of the United States and the
provisions of this act: Ami providtd further, Th;it no otlicer, soldier, seaman or marine, or other person
in the Army or Navy of the United States, or attached to troops in the service of the United States,
shall be allowed to vote or hold office in said Territory, by reason of being on service therein."

to vote at the first election: Provided,

cised only
to

By the term "white" as used in this and other laws of a similar character, is meant
pure unmixed white blood. The man who has any mixture from the darker races,
however small the proportion, is not regarded as a white man. This has been repeatedly decided, and may be regarded as settled. 'When a voter has only declared his
intention to become a citizen, he must be sworn by the judges of election, or by a
judge or justice of the peace, to support the constitution of the United States and
the provisions of the act of Congress passed May 30th, 1854:, to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas.
When so sworn th&word '"oath" should be marked
opposite his name on the list of voters: and a voter who has had this oath once ad-

nun isterod
It will

residents

will not. of course,

be required to repeat

be seen that the act of Congress

from the

polls.

It

is

it.

drawn with much care

to exclude non-

provides that a voter shall be an ''inhabitant

"

and an
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"actual resident." A voter must dwell here at the time of offering his vote; he must
then have commenced an actual inhabitancy, which he actually intends to continue
permanently, and must have made the Territory his dwelling-place to the exclusion
of any other home.

The meaning of the last proviso, relative to the Army and Navy, is that the persons designated in it shall not vote if their inhabitancy in the Territory is referable
only to the performance of their duties. Like all other persons, it is not enoneh
that they should be in the Territory, but they must dwell in it as their permanent
home; and the officer or soldier who would vote must have a residence here irrespective and independent of his presence here under orders.
Every voter must vote in the election precinct where he resides, and not elsewhere. Experience has demonstrated this to be a wise regulation, and it has been

adopted in nearly
and fraud.

all

the States as a necessary provision against error, confusion

CONTESTED ELECTIONS.
In case any persons shall desire to contest the election in any district of the Territory, they shall make a written statement, directed to the
Governor, setting forth the
particular precinct or district they intend to contest, the candidates
whose election
they dispute, and the specific causes of complaint in the conduct or
return of the
saidelection: which complaint shall be signed by not less than ten
qualified voters
of the Territory, and with affidavit of one or more such voters to the
truth of the
facts set forth therein.
Such written statement must be presented to the Governor
at his office on or before the fourth day of April, A. D. 1S55,
and if it shall appear
that the result of the election in any Council district might be changed
by said contest, a day will be fixed for hearing the same.

APPOKTIONMENT OF ME.MI5ERS OF THE LEGISLATURE. AND

LIST

OF DISTK[CTS.

Apportionrnenf.

The

number of qualified voters in the Territory as appears from the census
two thousand nine hundred and five. The ratio of representation
in the
two hundred and tweuty-tliree, and in the House of Representatives
one

entire

returns

is

Council

is

hundred and eleven.

Council Disfricls.

The

Fourth and Seventeenth Election Districts, containing four
huudrt-d
and sixty-six voters, shall constitute the First Council District,
and'elect two memFirst.

bers of the Council.

The Second Election District and so much of the Thirteenth
as is embraced in the
Kansas Half-breed lands, containing two hundred and twelve
voters, will constitute
the Second Council District, and elect one
member of Council; and the voters thus
detached from the Thirteenth will vote at the place of
election fixed for the Second
Election District.

The Third. Seventh and Eighth Election Districts, containing
one hundred and
nmety-three voters, will constitute the Third CouncU District,
and elect one member
of Council.

The Fifth Election District, containing four hundred
and fortv-two voters. wiU
constitute the Fourth Council District, and elect
two members of Council.
The Sixth Election District, containing two hundred
and fifty-three vot^-r^. will
constitute the Fifth Council District, and
elect one member of Council.
The Ninth. Tenth. Eleventh and Twelfth Election
Districts, containing two hundred and one voters, will constitute the Sixth
CouncU District, and elect one member of Council.
The Wolf River precinct and Doniphan

precinct, of the Fourteenth, the whole of
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and so much of the Fifteenth Election District as lies north of Waland its main branch and a due west line from its source, containing two
hundred and forty-seven voters, shall constitute the Seventh Council District, and
elt'ct one member of Council; and the voters wha are thus detached from the Fifteenth will vote at the Doniphan precinct.
The Burr Oak precinct, of the Fourteenth District, containing two hundred and
fifteen voters, will constitute the Eighth Council District, and elect one member of
the Eighteenth,

nut creek

Council.

hundred and eight
Ninth Council District, and elect one member of Council.
The Sixteenth and residue of the Thirteenth Election Districts, containing four
hundred and sixty-eight voters, will constitute the Tenth Council District, and elect

The residue

of the Fifteenth Election District, containing two

voters, will constitute the

two members of Council.
Repreffcntalive Districts.

The Seventeenth and Fourth Election
shall constitute the First

Districts, containing ninety-seven voters,

Representative District, and elect one member.

First Election District, containing three hundred and sixty-nine voters, shall
Second Representative District, and elect three members.
The Second Council District shall be the Third Representative District, and elect
two members.
The Third Election District, containing one hundred and one voters, shall be the
Fourth Representative District, and elect one member.
The Seventh and Eighth Election Districts, containing ninety-two voters, shall be
the Fifth Representative District, and elect one member.
The Sixth Election District shall be the Sixth Representative Di:,trict, and elect
two members.
The Fifth Election District shall be the Seventh Representative District, and elect

The

he the

members.
The Ninth and Tenth Election

four

Districts, containing ninety-nine voters, shall be
Eighth Representative District, and elect one member.
The Eleventh and Twelfth Election Districts, containing one hundred and two
voters, shall be the Ninth Representative District, and elect one member.
The residue of the Thirteenth Election District, containing eighty-three voters,
shall be the Tenth Representative District, and elect one member.
The Seventh Council District shall be the Eleventh Representative District, and

the

elect

two n^emliers.

The Eighth Council District shall be the Twelfth Representative District, and
elect two members.
The Sixteenth Election District, containing three hundred and eighty-five voters,
shall be the Fourteenth Representative District, and elect three members.
Witness my hand and the seal of the said Territory, this eighth day of March, A.
I'.

A. H.

1855.

Attest:

Danl. Woodson.

Reedeb, Governor,

cC'C.

Secretary.

RECORD
United RTATE.s^OE America
^^'
Territory of Kax.^as, j

Ol

On
tice

S.

this second day of March, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned, a Jusof the TviXQC in and for the said Territory, personally appeared Robert

Merchant, a Constable of the Fifteenth District of said Territory, who,
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being duly s\vorn, deposes and

say:*

that he will support the Constitution

of the United States, and perform faithfully the duties of his said

K.

Sworn and suk-cribed March second, 1855, before me.
E. S. WiLHiTE,

March

13, 1855.

— Commission

issued to

Thomas

S.

office.

MERCiIA>'T.

Justice of Ft-ace.

C. "Warren, as Justice

of the Peace for the Fifth District.

Commission issued

to

Joseph Gooding,

as Constable for the Fifth Dis-

trict.

record of oath.

United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

On

this thirteenth

Governor of

day of March, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned.

said Territory, personally appeared Harrison Burson, Esq.,

a Justice of said Territory in and for the Second District, who, being duly
s\vorn, deposes

States,

and

and says that he will support the Constitution of the United

faithfully discharge the duties of his said office.

Harrison Bvrson.
Sworn and subscribed March 13th, A. D. 1855, before me.
A. H. rvEEDER.
record of oath.

United States of America,
Territory of Kansas,

On

this twenty-eighth

)

^"^

}

day of March, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned,

a Justice of the Peace of the Territory of Kansas, personally appeared

Marcus H. Rose, Esq., a Justice of the Peace
trict

in

and

for the Seventh Dis-

of said Territory, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he will

support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully discharge the
duties of his said

Marcus H. Hose.

office.

Sworn and subscribed before me,

^Nlarch 28th,

A.

April

4,

1855.

— Resignation

I.

of Alfred

A. D. 1855.

Baker,

Justice of the Peace.

Cunningham,

as Constable for

the Sixteenth District, received.

April

—

o, 1855.
The Governor, with D. Woodson, Secretary of the Terand J. A. Halderman, Executive Clerk, proceeded to open and
examine the returns of election for members of Council and House of Representatives in the several districts of the Tcrritorv, held on the 30th of

ritory,

:
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when

last,

it
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appeared that the following returns and other paper?

had been received
FIRST COUNCIL DISTRICT.
Fii'st Repre.seiitatiie District.

!,•>«

Lis^of voters

Oaths of

Abbrnt, Hu.u'h C:imeron, The:i»aure E. Benjamin, and Robert A.

J. B.

mins, in form prescribed.

Cum-

TALLY LIST.
for Oovncil.

Thos.Johnson

780

Chapman

783

E.

J.

K. Goodin

S. >:.

i

2.=h4

Wood

2.t.j

For House of Representatives.
780

.las.Whitlock

Wade

A. B.

S.C. Pomeroy
D. L. CToysdule
A. F. Powell

i

781

:.

1
1

.T.M.Banks
,Tohu Hutchinson

7S1

252

W. P. Atwood

1

Ladd
Fowler

253

R.G.Elliott

1

E. D.
P. P.

''

!

254

Return of Hutrh Cameron. Robert A. Cnnimins. and Theodore E. Benjamin, in
form prescribed, with an erasure of the words -by lawful rt'sidciU ijt-;rs," shovrin^^

—

for

Members

of Council.

N.Wood

?=5

Thomas.Tohnson

780

Sanuicl

Edward Chapman

783

Charles Garrett

1

254

Xoah Cameron

!

K. Goodin

.loel

Members of Ai^embly.
.lames Whitlock

781

M. Banks
.lohn Hutchinson
R. D. Ladd

781

.lohn

P. P.

Fowler

D.
A.

'

1,

V.

C.

Pomeroy

\

Crojsdale
Powell

-

1

1

Atwood

2.52

\).

253

R. G. Elliott

I
1

2.>I

Second
Li.st

Samuel

780

Wade

A. B.

E<'pr-;.ientative

District.

— Fourth Election

District.

of voters

SO

Oaths of David Pultz. Thomas Mockbee and J, B. Davis, omitting as follows:
"That I will reject the votes of all non-residents who I shall believe have come into
the Territory for the mere purpose of votinj^; that in all cases where I am ignorant
f>f the voter's right. I will require legal evidence thereof by his own oath, or otherwise; and that I will truly count and record the votes received, and make a true and
faithful return theret>f to the Governor of saifl Territory;"' and adding in lieu thereof
the words "That we will deliver, as soon possible, the paper to the Governor of t'ne
said Territory."

TALLY tlST.
For Council.
Thos. Johnson
E.

78

Chapman

78

S.

I

J.

''

X. Wood
K. Goodin

'-

-"

'.

For House of lieprr^enlatives.
A. S. .Johnson..;

Return of same judges
voters," showing:

77

in

3

".

A. F. Powell

|

form prescribed, omitting the words "by

lavfid rtsiden!

For Oonu'Hl.
Thos. Julinson

78

S.

N.Wood

J.

K. Goodin

j

K.

Chapman

78

1

„
„

-

-

-'

:
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A.

S.

Houxe of Representatives.
A. F. Powell

78

JohnsoQ

3

Seventeenth Election District.
t^-

List of voters

Oaths of judges C. B. Donaldson. Charles Boles and Cyprian Choteau. that they
-will perform the duties of judges of election, in and for the Seventeenth District of
the Territory of Kansas, according to law and the best of our abilities, and will studiously endeavor to prevent fraud, deceit, and abuse in conducting the same."

TALLY

LIS^T.

For Council.
Thos. Johnson
E.

42

:

ChapDian

-13

K Wood

S.

i

16

Joel K. Goodin

I

16

For House of Representatives.
A.

S.

Johnson

A. F. Powell

-13
;

1-5

Return of same judges in form prescribed by proclamation, showing:
For Council.
42

Thos. Johnson
E.

Chapman

A.

S.

N.Wood

S.

16

j

43

Joel K. Goodin

I

K.

For House of Representatives.

Protest of Sam'l F.

10

A. F. Powell

43

Johnson

Tappan and twenty

others, claiming to be residents of the

First Election District, to declare void, to set aside the returns and electitm in said
be given to Joel K. Goodin and S. N. Wood for Council,

district, or that certificates

John Hutchinson. E. D. Ladd and P. P. Fowler, for the reason that six or
men encamped in the vicinity of the polls, on the 2;ith and
30th of March, collected around said polls, and kept them in their possession on the
day of election, until late in the afternoon, and who left the district during the afternoon and the ensuing day. Said persons were strangers, believed to come from the
State of Missouri. Citizens of the district were threatened with violence and preand

to

seven hundred armed

vented from voting. Affidavit by all the signers, together with affidavits of Harrison
Edwin Bond. David Conger and N. B. Blanton and Samuel Jones, tending
to prove threats, violence, and non-resident voting.
Protest of Perry Fuller, E. "\V. Moore, judges appointed to hold the election, and

Kichols.

twenty-nine other persons claiming to be residents, complaining that the said election
at 8 o'clock A. M., and at a place different from

was opened by unauthorized judges

that prescribed in the proclamation, and that non-residents surrounded the polls
Affidavit of Perry Fuller and E. W.
with fire-arms and voted indiscriminately.

Moore.

SECOND COUNCIL DISTRICT.
Ihird Hrprescntative District.
341

List of voters

Oaths of F. E. Lehay, Paris Ellison and
Return of
Affidavit before G. W. Taylor.

Sherman J. Waful, in form prescribed.
same judges, showing the following re-

sult

For Council.
A.

McDonald

318

I

J.

A. Wakefield

12

For Ho'ue of Represenlatives.
G.

W. Ward
Browne

O. H.

318
318

i

i

Isaac Davis

12

Macey

12

E. G.

Report of Harrison Burson and Nathaniel Ramsey: Under oath stated, that they
entered upon their duties as judges of election, and polled some few votes when

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
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from the room by a company of armed men from the State of
who threatened their lives and commenced to destroy the house and beat
in the door, demanding the right to vote without swearing to their place of residence; that having made their escape with the poll-books and certificates, they were
they were driven
Missouri,

followed by said persons and the said papers taken by force.
Protest of A. B. Woodward and nineteen other persons, claiming to be citizens of
said district, against ttie election in said district, of A. McDonald, 0. H. Browne and
"W. Ward, for the reason that several hundred men from the State of Missouri
presented themselves to vote at said election, and upon being required by the judges
to swear to their place of residence, they. threatened to take the lives of the judges

G.

One of said judges
tear down the house, and prepared to demolish the house.
ran out of the house with the ballot-box, and the other two were driven from the
ground; that the citizens of the district then left, and the persons from Missouri
and

proceeded to elect other judges and hold an election. With affidavit of J. C. Archibald and G. W. Umbarger, with an additional aflBdavit of Jos. N. Mace, tending to
prove violence and threats of the death of any voter swearing to his residence, and
that he was dragged by force from the window and prevented from voting.

THIRD COUXCIL

DISTRICT.

Fourth Bepre-^entaiivc District.
„376

List of voters

TALLY LIST.
Fbr Council.

n.

370

J. Strickler

|

A. McDonald

1

For Hoxue of Representatiies.
D. L. Croysdale
C.

K.

366

G. AV.Ward

I

1

4

Hollid.'jy

}

With

certificate

annexed: That the judges appointed by the proclamation

did, after

and the subscribers.
Jas. M. Small, Horatio Cox, and John Homer, were selected, through tellers, by voters
on the ground, to act as judges of said election; and that the same is a true and perfect tally list, made out according to the instructions of the Governor, from a list of
the hour of 9 a.m., severally refuse to join in holding said election,

votes polled at said election.

Oaths of Jas. M. Small, Horatio Cox and John Homer, judges, in form prescribed
by proclamation, except the following erasure "And whom I shall not honestly believe to be a qualified voter according to the provisions of the act of Congress organizing said Territory; that I will reject the votes of all non-residents who I shall
believe have come into the Territory for the mere purpose of voting that in all
cases where I am ignorant of the voter's right, I wUl require legal evidence thereof
by his own oath or otherwise.''
:

;

Fifth Representative District.
234

List of voters

TALLY

LIST.

For Council.
H.

J.

Strickler

Vim.

211

F.

Johnson

2.5

For House of Rtpresentaiives.

M. W. McGee
Baker

K.

in

H. Eice

210
I

With certificates of L. H. Chitington, Andrew Johnson and Eli Snyder
form prescribed by proclamation, omitting the word "resident."
6

23

|

1

as judges.
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Eighth Election

District.

List of voters

TALLY

LIST.

fbr Council.
Strickler

17

Rice

17

„

F.

{

M. McGee

2

I

Ibr House of Represenialivts.

Baker

25

Oaths of Emanuel Mosier, Thos.

S.

;

McGee

12

Huffaker and Sam'l B. Smith, in form pre*

scribed.

Return of same judges in form prescribed, showing:
For
Rice

Council.

17
I

Strickler

17

For House of Reprexeniatives.
A.

I.

Baker

25

\

M. McGee

12

Thornton and fifteen other persons, claiming to be voters of said
Territory and Third Council District, complaining that judges appointed in said
district failed to organize the board, in consequence of two of them refusing to take
the oath prescribed, and that througli fear of personal violence the said judges were
compelled to vacate their seats, and permit the people assembled on the ground to
choose a board of their own number; and that the actual residents were either driven
from the polls or intimidated from offering their votes by from three to six hundred
persons, actual residents of other States, and that few. if any, of the votes were cast
by citizens of the Territory; and praying that the election may be set aside as ille'^al
and void; with afhdavit of A. G. Adams. Dan'l H. Home, H. B. Burgess, and F. R.
Protest of T.

J.

Foster.

Protest of Hallam Rice and eleven other persons, claiming to be citizens of the
Seventh Election District, protesting against the election of H. J. Strickler and
M. W. McGee, for the reason that they were elected by a number of voters from the
State of Missouri, who arrived the day before in about fifty wagons and on horseback, and returned after voting; they lived in Missouri, and did not intend to live
in Kansas; and that one of the judges appointed on the ground was a resident of
Missouri, and that the judges were not sworn; that no oath or affirmation was re-

quired of any voter; with affidavit of Hallam Rice and

FOURTH COUXtlL
Fifth Representative District.

393

TAL LYLIST.
Fur
Coffee

D. Lykena

Stewart.

— Bull Creek Precinct.

List of Tolers

A.M.

J. R.

DISTRICT.

•

Council.

379
o7o

1

I

M. T. Morriss
Fox

Jas. P.

9
9

For House of Represenlaiives.

\Vm. A. Heiskell

377

A.Wilkinson
Henry Younger

375

Sam'l Scott

377

I

375
;

,

I

John

Serpell

9

Adam

9

S.

9

Poore
H. Hoiiser
Wm. Jennings

9

Oaths of B. F. Payne, B. C. Westfall, and I. I. Park, in form pre.scribed. CertifiI. I. Park, judge, that two of the judges appointed by proclamation beinc

cate of

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
absent at 9 o'clock

a. m..

he had

tilled

the vacancies by appointing B. F.

Payne acd

B. C. WestfaU.

Return of same judges, in form prescribed, showing:
I^r Council.
A. M. Coffee

M. T.

377
|

D.

Lykens

376

Jlorriss

q

Fox

J. P.

9

For Hause of Rffjireseniatives.

Wm.

A. Heiskell

John

377
j

A.Wilkinson
Henry Younger

;.

Sam'l Scott

„

Serpell

9

.375

A. Poore

375

S.

A. Houser

9

377

Wm. Jennings

9

5

Potlawutmnie Creek Precinct.
List of voters

266

Oaths of Sam'l C. Wear. W. S. Ferguson, and Wm. Chestnut, in form prescribed.
Tally list, with certificate of return prefixed, showing:
For Council.
A. M. Coffee

M. T. Morriss

199

Lykens

199
j

Fox

Jas. P.

^-5

,

|

D.

63

F}r Ifovse of Represenlatiies.

Wm.

A. Heiskell

198
\

A. Wilkinson

193

Henry Younger

19S

•

^

Sam'l H. Houser
Wni. Jennings

52

J. Huff.

U

\

Samuel Scott
John Serpell
A. Poore

198
61

Cronklitt

3

H. Crane
Oscar C.Brown

2

C.

54

;

Big Sugar Creek

1

Precinct.

List of voters

91

Oaths of Jas. M. Arthur, A. H. Smith, John E. Brown, and Elisha Tucker, judges,
in

form prescribed.

TALLY

LIST.

Coffee.

74

Lykens
Fox

76

Houser
Jeunings

16

Heiskell

74

Morriss
terpen
Poore

17

Wilkinson

74

Younger

74

Scott

74

,

17
;

16

17
.

Return of John E. Brown, Elisha Tucker, and A. H. Smith, judges of election, in
form prescribed, showing:
Itfr Council.

Tas. P.

Fox

16

Morriss

,

17

i

A.M.Coffee
D. Lykens

74
74

For House of Representatives.

John
-A.

S.

Serpell

17

Poore
H. Houser

17

Wm.

16

.Tennings

j

,

17

Little

Oaths of

Wm.

Wm.

A. Heiskell

74

Alien Wilkinson

74

Heury Younger

74

Sam'l Scott

74

Sugar Creek Precinct.

Hiram Howdeshell.

Parks. Isaac D. Stockton and

judges, in form

prescribed.
List of voters

_

TALLY

ICo

LIST.

For Council.
•'^-

^'- <"o!l«e

31

I>.

Lykens

34

I

I

M.T.

Morriss

jas. P.

Fox

.'...

'70

d'-.i.'Cf

I>ns

,tv<

—
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Home of

Representatives.

Wra. Heiskell
Allen Wilkinson

33

Henry Younger

35

Adam

Poore
H. Houser
Wm. Jennings

j

32

S.
i

Sam'l Scott

35

John Serpen

62

1

Wm.

I

62

64

.

66

Dyer

1

I

Keturn of same judges, in form prescribed, showing:For Council.
A.

II.

Coflee

.-.

31

•

D. Lykens

M.

;

- 34

:

62

T. Morriss

Jas. P.

70

Fox

For House of Representatives.
A. Heiskell
Allen Wilkinson

33

H. Houser

64

32

Wni. Jennings

66

Henry Younger

35

Wm.

Adam

62

W.

Poore
John Serpen

S.

i

62

Dyer

I

35

Sam'l Scott

i

I

Protest of James B. Abbott and ten others, claiming to be legal voters of Kansas
Territory, alleging that the persons who acted as judges at the Bull Creek precinct
were not duly sworn, and praying that the election be set aside.

FIFTH COrSCIL DISTRICT.
Seventh Represaitative District.

Oaths of James Ray,

Wm.

J.

Godfrey and

Wm.

Painter, judges of election, in form

prescribed.
3.50

List of voters

TALLY

LIST.

For Council.
343

Wm. Barbee
For House of Representatives.
315

Joseph E. Anderson
A. Williams

313

S.

Return by same judges,

in

John Hamilton
Wm. Margrave

I

!

35
16

form prescribed, showing:
For Council.

Wm.

343

Barbee
F>r

Hon.<ie

of Representatives.

John Hamilton
Wm. Margrave

315

Joseph C. Anderson
S. A. Williams

313

;

SIXTH COUNCIL
Eighth Representative District.

Oaths of

S. B.

certificate of judges,

"5

showing:
For Council.
23

1

M. F. Conway

For House of Representatives.
D. Houston

District.

White, Robert Wilson, and A. D. Gibson, in form prescribed.

T .V L I. Y LIST.

John Donalson

16

I)I?;TKICT.

— yinth Election

List of voters

With

3S

56

;

R.Garrett.

'.^1*S1 .CJiW

.\3nVM'.\

iH^

•>-.v,>iV

t'.M\\>t'.'V.

,%'jij|..H

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
Tenth Election District.

Oaths of Joseph Stewart,

Wm.

C.

— Blue River Precinct.

Dyer, and M. A. Garrett, in form prescribed.

List of voters.

TALLY

LIST.

For Oauncil.

JohD Donalson

27

!

M.

F.

Conway

42

For House of Representatives.
Russell Garrett

21

|

S.D.Houston

43

Return of above-named judges according to form prescribed, showing:
For Council.

M. F. Conway

42

I

John Donalson

27

For House of Representatives.
D. Houston

S.

43

:

Rock Creek

Russell Garrett

21

Precinct.

Oaths of Henry Rammelt, James Wilson, and Francis Bergerow, according to form
prescribed.
List of voters

«

TALLY

23

LIST.

Fbr Council.

M.

F.

Conway

21

'<

John Donalson

2

For House of Representatives.
S.

D. Houston

21

Eleventh Election District.

Oaths of
to

Wm.

P. McClure, S.

1

Russell Garrett

—Xinth

2

Representative District.

W. Spratt, and George W. Pence,

judges, according

form prescribed.
331

List of voters

TALLY

LIST.

For Council.

John Donalson

328

\

M. F. Conway

3

For House of Representatives.
32S

F. J. Marshall

Return of same judges, in form prescribed, showing:
Fur Omncil.

John Donalson

328

\

M.

F.

Conway

3

For House of R^presenlalives.
328

F. J. Marshall

St.

Marys

Precinct.

Oaths of L. R. Palmer, P. McCartney, and Alva Higbee. judges, in form prescribed.
List of voters

11

TALLY LIST.
For Council.

M. F. Conway

7

|

John Donalson

^

For House of Representatives.
F. J. Marshall

4

}

P-

McCartney

'^

.

...„.,t«wr;«.,>

..

.a xi

t«i

1

t'OijlfSH'KT

r,((o).

.^j.„^;

»^,.),
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Return of same judges, according to form prescribed, showing:
For Council.

John Donalson

4

M. F. Conway

|

For House of Representatives.

Palmer McCartney

F. J.

'•
\

Silver

Lake

Marshall

Precinct.

Oaths of E. R. Kennedy, John H. Wells, and N. K. Windgardner, judges, according
to

form prescribed.
31

List of yoters

Return of same judges, according to form prescribed, showing
For

M.F.Conway

:

Council.

19

John Donalson

j

12

For House of Representalives.

Solomon McCartney

19
,

.

F. J. Marshall

I

TALLY

-....

12

LIST.

For Council.
Jno. Donalson

12

1

M.

F.

Conway

19

Fbr Hoiue of Representaiiies.
4

F.J.Marshall

Protest of M. F.

Conway and

Territory, against the election of

S.
i

_

McCartney

19

ten others, claiming to be qualified voters of the

John Donalson and Thos.

J.

Marshall; complain-

ing that upwards of 300 votes were given by non-residents of the Territory, at the
Marysville precinct, and that the ballots received at the said precinct were opened
and read by the judges before they were deposited in the ballot-box; together with
the oath of M. F. Conway in support thereof. With the affidavit of Cole McCrea,
that upwards of "200 non-residents of the Territory passed west on the Leavenworth
and RUey road Wednesday and Thursday next preceding the election, declaring that
they intended to vote at the Marysville precinct, and then return to their residence
in Missouri; and that on the following Sunday and Monday he saw many of the
same persons returning towards Missouri river, some of whom stated in the presence of their associates that they had voted, and done the thing up right.

.

\

SEVENTH COUXCIL

DISTRICT.

Eleventh liepresentative District.— Wolf River Precinct.

Oaths of G. R. Wilson, Jas. M. Irvine, and E. V. B. Rogers, judges, according to
prescribed form.
List of voters

-7S

TALLY

LIST.

Fur Council.

John W. Foreman

74

For House of RepresentcUives.
J.

H. Stringfellow

R. L. Kirk
G. A. Cutler

57

,

J.

Ryon

8

52

T. J. Vanderslice

1

15

John Landis

8

Return of same judges, in form prescribed, showing:
Ihr Council.

John W. Foreman

74

EXECUTIVE MINLTTES.
Fbr House of Representativts.
57

H. Stringfellow
K. L. Kirk

J.

52

G. A. Cutler

15

."•.

'

J.

Rvon

T.

J.

S

Vanderslice

I

John Laudis

8

Doniphan Precinct.
Oaths of A. H. Dunning. N.

J. Irehind.

and Wm. P. Lamb, judges, according

to

form prescribed.
List of voters

Tally

list,

none.

:

346

Return of same judges, showing:
For Council.

^^

JobnW. Foreman
For House of RepreseiUaiives.
313

H. Stringfellow

J.

]

292

R. L. Kirk

i5

John Landis
Ryon

1?

J.
j

30

G. A. Cutler
T. Vanderslice

;

4

S.

~

K. Miller

2

|

Eighteenth Election District.

Oaths of Jesse Adamson, Thos.

Cramer, and John Belew, judges, according

J. B.

form prescribed.

to

62

List of voters

TALLY

LIST.

For CovrttiL
^^

John W. Foreman
Fbr
1. H. Stringfellow
Kirk

Ryon

Home

of Repre^tntathes.

48

Cutler

11

50

LandLs

13

1
I

Return of same judges, in form prescribed, showing:
For Council.
6!

John W. Foreman
For House of Represeniaiives.
48

G. A. Cutler

11

R. L. Kirk

50

John Landis

13

Ryon

1

J.

H. Stringfellow

Joel

EIGHTH COUXCIL

PISTKICT.

Tuelfih Eepre-ientalive District.—

Oaths of H.

J.

Burr

OaJc Precinct.

Johnson, Cary B. Whitehead and Albert Head, judges, in form pre-

scribed.
303

List of voters

TALLY LIST.
For Council.

Wm.

P. Richardson

234

i

John W. Whitehead

^'^

For House of Representatives.
Joel P.Blair

Thos.

W. Waterson

256

John Fee

;

25S

-

i

Return of same judges, in form prescribed, showing:
For Council.

Wm.

P.

Richardson

Joel P. Blair

Thos.

W. Waterson

John W. Whitehead

2.'?4
|

For House of
25r>

258

&*

Rr-presenlaJives.
:

i

John Fee

2
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NINTH COUNCIL

DISTRICT.

Thirteenth RfpreMiitative District.

Oaths of

]M.

T. Baily, E. R.

Zimmerman, and Thos.

J.

Thompson,

judges, accord-

ing to pre:<cribed form.
List of voters

417

TALLY

LIST.

Ibr Council.
411

D. A. N. Grover....

Freeland

|

1

Ibr House of Represeniatirei.

H. B.

C.

Harris

412

J.

!

Weddell

412

Return of same judges, showing:
For Council.
D. A. K. Grover

411

Freeland

J.

|

1

For House of Representatives.

H. B.

C.

Harris

412

J.

|

TENTH COUNCIL

'

Weddell

412

DISTRICT.

Tenth Representative District.

Oaths of H. B. Cory,

J. B.

Ross, and J. Atkinson, judges, according to

form pre-

scribed.

Return of same judges, stating that having been sworn, they proceeded to open
and receive votes, but that a vast number of citizens from Missouri
assembled on the ground, for the purpose of illegally voting, who surrounded the
window and obstructed the citizens of the Territory from depositing their votes, and
caused many of the said legal voters to leave without voting; and that the said judges,
in consequence of the determination of citizens from Missouri to vote, and no voters
of said district voting or offering to vote, they left the ground.
Oaths of Richard Chandler, N. B. Hopewell, and "Wm. M. Gardner, judges, that they
will act as judges of the election, and will conduct said election impartially and to
the best of their ability, in accordance with the act of Congress organizing the Tersaid election

ritory.
List of voters

Tally

list,

242

with certificate of return prefixed, showing:
For

Council.

R. R. Rees

233

L. J. EastLn

233

;

[

B.

H. Twombly

A.

J.

6

Whitney

6

Fur House of Representatiies.

W. H. Tebbs

237

]

C.

Hart

3

Fourteenth Sepre.sentatiie District.

Oaths of Lewis N. Reese and George B. Panton, that they wUl support the constidemean themselves as judges of the

tution of the United States, and will faithfully
election,

and

will faithfully carry out the

provisions of the act of Congress organiz-

ing the Territory.

Oath of Matt. France,

in

form prescribed.

List of voters

9C4

TALLY

LIST.

Fbr Council.
Reese
Eastin

Kuykendall

soc

;

S03
1

j

B. H. Twombly
A.J.Whitney

60
59

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
Ibr

79

Ifoicse of Representatives.

W.G. Mathias
U. D. McMeekin
A. Payne

Felix G. Braden
Samuel France
F. Browning

899
897
894

Return of same judges, omittiug the words

59
59
5S

''iy lawful resident voters,''

showing:

F<yr Cmincil.

R. R. Rees

Eastin
H. TwoQibly

L. J.
B.

Whitney
Kuykendall

896

A.. J.

893

Jas.

59
1

60

,

For House of Hepresentaliies.
\Vm. G. Mathias

899

F. G.

Braden

59

McMeekin

897

S. France.....

59

895

F.

Browning

5.S

11.

D.

A.

Payne

Protest of

Wm.

Phillips

and thirteen others, claiming to be citizens of the Six-

teenth Election District, against the election of K. R. Rees. L. J. Eastin, AV. G.

^kla-

H. D. McMeekin, and A. Payne, for the reasons that the judges of election did
not take the required oath of othce; that residents of Missouri came to the said district, voted, and immediately returned to Missouri; that many of the citizens of said
district were deterred from voting by the conduct of citizens from Missouri, supthias,

ported by the affidavit of
Protest of Andrew

Wm.

Phillips.

the Governor's power to hear

McDonald and others against

and decide between contestants for seats in the Legislative Assembly as a usurpation
of power not granted by the act of Congress organizing the Territory, and founded
upon a misconstruction of the said act; that the Governor is bound to recognize as
legal votes all those received under the restrictions imposed by the organic act of the
Territory, and the proclamation, and that illegal votes are those where the returns
show a non-compliance with those restrictions, and claiming from the Governor certificates of their election.

Communication from A. M.
members of the Council from

and David Lykens, claiming

Coffee

were elected by a majority of the legal voters of the

April

6,

1855.

certificates as

the Fifth Election District, and claiming that they

— Decision
— Besides

of the

district.

Governor upon

the returns of election

held 30th March, 1855:

First Council District.

Lawrence

the protest

Fourth Election
terial omissions in

new

District.

election

against the election at

a defect in the return.

is

words "lawful resident voters" are stricken
therefore set aside, and a

filed

The
The Lawrence election is
must be had for Representatives.

for importation of votes, there

out.

— Besides the protest

filed in this, there are

ma-

This must also be

oath and return, purposely made.

set

aside.

Seventeenth Election District.

and no protest

— The form of return

for illegal voting.

The form

is

correct as prescribed,

of oath differs from that pro-

and nearly, if not quite, equivalent to th.at
If so, this district will
to be sanctioned.
elect Thomas Johnson, Edw. Chapman, Council; A. S. Johnson, Kepresentative.
This election is, however, not declared at present, but held under

scribed, but

prescribed,

is

a searching one,

and perhaps ought

advi.<ement.

Second Council

District.

—The judges

were sworn by G.

W.

Taylor, N\ho

.i.;,',ii -.
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had no autliority to administer the oath. In addition, there is a protest
complaining of im])ortation of voters, and violent expulsion of the original

For want of

judges.

election for Council

sufficient oath, the election

is

and a new

set aside,

and Representative ordered.

—

Third Council District.
Besides the protest for violent expulsion of the
judges at the Tecuniseh polls and for illegal votes, there are material erasures in the oath, purposely

made; return

under advisement for the present, but
a

new

will

in

form prescribed.

probably be

This

set aside,

and

held

is

if so,

election will be ordered for Representatives.

Seventh Election District.

number of
This poll

illegal votes, the

is

—

Besides the protest complaining of a large
judges do not appear to have been sworn at all.

therefore set aside.

—

Eighth Election District.
IS"o protest is filed, and the proceedings in regular prescribed form. A majority of votes for members of the House of
Representatives are cast for A. I. Baker, Esq., and he is declared elected in
the Fifth Representative District.

H. J. Strickler and H. Rice;
upon the Tecumseh poll.

For Council, the vote

is

a

so that as to Council the result

tie

between

still

depends

—

Fourth Council District.
Of the four precincts. Bull Creek is the only
one contested, that from Pottawatomie Creek being withdrawn. Suppose
the complaint to be true, if successful it cannot alter the result. The remaining three precincts are uncontested and in form, and gave a majority to

A. M. Cofiee and David Lykens for Council;
kinson,

Henry Younger and Samuel

and they are declared

— The returns are

for Council,

House of Representatives,
Sixth Council District.

form as

Heiskell, Allen Wil-

House of Representatives,

elected.

Fifth Council District

William Barbce

W. A.

Scott for the

all in due form, and no protest.
Joseph C. Anderson and S. A. Williams for

are declared elected.

— The Ninth and Tenth

Election Districts are in

to their returns;

no protest. S. D. Houston is declared elected
Representative in the Eighth Representative District.
In addition to the protest against the Eleventh Election District (being

the poll at :Marysville), the returns show a fatal defect.
Instead of conducting the election by ballot, it must have been held viva voce, iis the manner in which each person voted is recorded at once opposite his name. xU
the proclamation required the election to be by ballot, and the tickets
to be

counted after closing the
accordingly set aside.
majority for Council,

polls, it is

The
and he

impossible to sustain this return.

residue of the district gives
is

— the returns of

for

;

him was

cast

a

— the

Marysville poll being

set

Marys and Silver Lake give Solomon McCartney
Palmer McCartney, 7; and Solomon :\rcCartney is

St.

19 F. J. :Marshall, 16
declared to be elected.
It
;

is

declared elected.

In the Ninth Representative District
aside

It

M. F. Conway

is alleged there is no such man, and that the
vote
under mistake of the name of Palmer ^McCartnev. A

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
diflerenee in

sliglit

name should always be

of the voter, but the difference here
facts are

shown

is

as alleged, the vote for

81

disregarded, to carry out the will

too great to be reconciled.

Solomon McCartney

is

If these

a nullity,

and

the certificate will be granted to Francis J. Marshall.

for Council, J.

—

The returns in form, and no protest. John W.
H. Stringfellow and li. L. Kirk for House of Kep-

Seventh Council District.

Foreman

resentatives, are declared elected.

Eighth Council Didrict.

—The

Wm.

returns in form, and no protest.

Richardson for Council, Joel P. Blair and Thos.

"\V.

P.

Wattersou for House

of Representatives, are declared elected.

—

D. A. N.
Ninth Council District.
Returns in form, and no protest.
Grover for Council, H. B. C. Harris and J. "Weddle for House of Representatives, are declared elected.

Tenth Council District.

worth poll for

— Besides

illegal voting,

it

the protest filed against the Leaven-

appears that the judges purposely struck

out a material part of the prescribed form of return, to wit: that the votes

were polled "by lawful resident voters."
election for Representative

This poll

is

set aside,

and a new-

becomes necessary.

In the Thirteentli Election District, the protest fded has been withdrawn,

and the result stands upon the return of the judges who conducted the election, and a counter statement of the judges appointed by the proclamation,
who, after having taken the oath and entered upon the performance of their
duties,

large

abandoned the

number of

polls

and

left

the grounds, because, as they say, a

non-residents were on the ground

demanding

to vote,

obstructing the polls, and because no lawful votes were presented.

and

This

is

not a protest as provided for in the proclamation, and even if regarded as

a report or return by them, relative to the pierformance of their

official

reason for vacating their posts.

They

duties, does riot disclose sufficient

were not drawn away by force.

duty

to

remain and

reject

them.

If illegal votes were offered,

it

If the polls were obstructed,

it

business at least to endeavor to clear them,

and

at all events to

was their

was their
endeayor to

remain at their posts in the performance of their duty until the time for
closing the polls, unless driven away by violence.
The place they left was

by other judges appointed according to the proclamation, and their
which is in form, and no protest before me, shows a majority for L.
Eastin and R. R. Rees for Council, W. H. Tebbs for House of Repre-

filled

return,
J.

sentatives,

who

are accordingly declared elected.

record of oath.
United State.s of America, }
Territory of Kansas,
j
^'''

On

this

seventh day of April, A. D. 1855, before the undei-signed, a Jus-

of the Peace of the Territory of Kansas, personally appeared George
Brubaker, Esq.. a Justice of the Peace of the Territory of Kansas in and
tice
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District, who, beiug duly sworu, deposes aud says that
he will support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully dis-

for the Sixteenth

office.
Geo. Ekukaker.
Sworn and subscribed April 7th, 1855, before me.
Geo. Russell, J. P., Sixteenth District, K. T.

charge the duties of his

record of oath.
United States of America, |
Territory of Kansas,
j
"''^'

On

day of April, A. D. 1855, before the undersigned, a JusPeace of the Territory of Kansas, personally appeared Samuel
F. Few, a Justice of the Peace of said Territory in and for the Sixteenth
District, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says he will support the Con.
stitution of the United States, aud will faithfully perform the duties of his
this seventh

tice of the

office.
Saml. F. Few.
Sworn and duly subscribed, April 7th, 1855, before me.
Geo. Pl-ssell, J. P., Sixteenth District, K. T.

said

•

—

Afril 16, 1855. The Governor declares Pev. Thomas Johnson and
Edward Chapman to be duly elected members of Council from the First
Council District, aud Alexander S. Johnson duly elected member of the
House of Pepresentatives from the First Representative District.
The return of election held in the Third Election District for memlier of
Council and member of the House of Representatives is set aside, for the
objections stated in the entries of x\pril 6th, 1855.

Same

day, proclamation issued for an election to

Council and House of Pepresentatives, as follows,

fill

the vacancies in the

viz.:

United States or America, )
Tekbitoey of Kansas.
j
I, Andrew H. Reeder, Governor of the said Territory, do hereby proclaim
and make known to the qualitied voters of said Territory that an election
win be held on Tuesday, the twenty-second day of May, 1855. in the First Election
District of said Territory, for three members of the House of Representatives; in
the Second Election District, for one member of Council and two members of the
House of Representatives; in the Third Election District, for one member of the
House of Representatives; in the Third. Seventh aud Eighth Election Districts severally, for one member of Council to represent the Third Council District; aud in
the Sixteenth Election District, for three members of the House of Representatives;
tinder and in conformity to the apportionment of said Territory heretofore named,
and to fill vacancies existing in the Representative and Council Districts of which
the said election districts are respectively composed. The said election shall be held
by ballot, and shall be conducted as hereinafter prescribed.
The election in the First Election District shall be held in the House of W. H. R.
Lykins, in the town of Lawrence. Judges: William Yates, Joel Grover, and Josiah
J-

Miller.

The

election in the

Second Election District

shall be held at the

house of Harrison

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
Burson, on the Wakarusa river.
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Judge;?: Harrison Burson, Nathaniel

Ramsey, and

William Simmons.

The

election in the Third Election District shall be held at the house of

N. Stinson, in the town of Tecuraseh.

and L. D.

The

Home, James

Thomas

Gilpatrick.

Stateler.

election in the Seventh Election District shall be held at the house of J. B.

on the Santa F^ road.

Titus,

Judges: Daniel H.

Judges: Eli Snyder, Dr. Foster Harvey, and

J(.)seph

Mclntire.

The

election in the Eighth Election District shall be held at the Council

Mission House, near the Santa Fe road.

Thomas

Judges:

Grove

Emanuel

S. Huft'aker,

Mosier, and S. B. Smith.

The

election in the Sixteenth Election District shall be held at the house of Keller

and Kyle, in the town of Leavenworth.

Judges: Matt. France, James M. Lyle, and

.4.dam Fisher.

INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES OF ELECTIOX.

The

three judges will provide for each poll, proper ballot-boxes for the reception

of the tickets,
M. of the

A.

and

assemble at their respective polls at or before eight o'clock
and will take and subscribe (in duplicate) the printed
be furnished them, and a copy of which is hereto appended. This
will

day of

oaths which will

elction,

oath must be administered by a judge or justice of the peace, if one be present:
and if not, the judges can mutually administer the oath to each other. In case of
the absence of one or two of the judges at nine o'clock a. m., the vacancy will be

by the judge or judges present, and

filled

the judges are sworn,

shall

it

judges attend at nine o'clock

be

a. m..

the

in case

any vacancy

shall occur

after

same manner. In case none of the
voters on the ground may select persons to

filled in

the

In case (from any cause) it shall be impossible for the election to
be held at the designated place, the, judges may, at nine o'clock a. ar., adjourn the
election to the most convenient place in the vicinity, taking proper precautions to
inform the voters of the place adjourned to. The judges will keep two correspondthe places.

fill

ing

lists

of the persons

who

fied of the qualifications of

shall vote,

or any other person, under oath,

The

numbering each name.

every person offering to vote, and

upon

They must be

may examine

satis-

the voter

the subject.

open until six o'clock p. m., and then closed, unless voters
are present offering to vote; and in that case shall be closed as soon thereafter as
polls will be kept

votes cease to be constantly offered.

When

the poUs are closed, the judges will proceed to open and count the votes,
keep two corresponding tally lists, on which they will tally each ticket as it
is called by the judge who will open the ballots, which must be done without interference or handling by any other person.
When the votes are thus counted off and
the tally lists shall agree, the judges shall publicly proclaim the result, and shall fill
up and sign the duplicate returns which will be furnished them, and a copy of which
is hereto appended.
They will then carefully replace the said tickets in the ballotboxes, together with one copy of the oath of each judge, one copy of the return, one
of the tally lists, and one of the lists of voters, and will seal up and preserve the
same, to be produced if required. The remaining copies of the oath, list of voters,
tally list and return will be sealed up, directed to the Governor of the Territory,
and delivered to him at his office at the Shawnee Mission, by one of the judges in
person, on or before the twenty-ninth day of May, A. D. 1855.
The constables of the Territory will attend at their respective polls and hold themselves in readiness to execute the orders of the judges for the preservation of peace
and good order at the polls and secure free access for the voters, and for this pur-

and

will

pose
if

may

call

necessary.

upon any

citizens present to aid

them

in the

performance of

their duty
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immediate vicinity of the
whenever they shall
deem this regulation violated so as to interfere with the proi)er conducting of the election, may order the same to be removed, and if the owner shall fail to remove the same,
All persons are forbidden to bring, sell or deal out in the

polls,

may

any intoxicating liquors; and the judges of the

direct the constables or other

polls are closed:

and

fit

election,

persons to take charge of such liquor until the

in case of resistance, to destroy the

same

at once.

QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS:

By

the Territorial

bill it is

provided as follows:

"That every free white male iahiibitaot above the age of twenty-one years, who shall be au actual
resident of said Territory, and shall possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled
to vote at the first election: Provided, That the right of siifiVage and of holding office shall be exerand those who shall have declared on oath their intention
have taken an oath to support the constitution of the Utiittd States and the
provisions of this act And proi-kled further. That no otEcer, soldier, seaman or marine, or other person
in the Army or Xavy of the United States, or attached to troops in the service of the United States,
shall be allowed to vote or hold office in said Territory, by reason of being on service therein."
cised only by citizens of the United States,

to

become such, and

shall
:

By the term ",white" as used in this and other laws of a similar character, is meant
pure unmixed white blood. The man who has any mixture from the darker races,
however small the proportion, is not regarded as a white man.

When a voter has only declared his intention to become a citizen, he must be
sworn by competent authority or the judges of election, to support the constitution of the United States and the provisions of the act of Congress passed May 30th,
1854, to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas, unless he has been so
sworn previously.
It will be seen that the act is drawn with great care to exclude non-residents from
the polls. It provides that the voter shall be an inhabitant and an actual resident. A voter must dwell here at the time of offering his vote; he must have then
commenced an actual inhabitancy, which he intends to continue permanently, and
must have made the Territory his dweUing-place to the exclusion of any other home.
The meaning of the last proviso, in relation to the Army and Navy, is that the
persons designated in

performance of

it

shall not vote if their inhabitancy is referable only to the

Like all other persons, it is not enough that they
should be in the Territory, but they must dwell in it as their permanent home;
and the oflicer or soldier who would vote must have a residence here irrespective
and independent of his presence under orders.
their duties.

Every voter must vote in the election district where he resides. Experience
has demonstrated this to be a wise regulation, and it has been adopted in nearly
all the States as a necessary provision against error, confusion and fraud.
CONTESTED ELECTIONS.
In case any persons shall desire to contest the election in any district, they shall
make a written statement, setting forth the particular election district they intend
to contest,

and the

complaint in the conduct or return of the
than ten qualified voters of the Territory, with aflfidavits of one or more voters to the truth of the facts.
Such statement shall be presented to the Governor at his othce on or before the 29th day
of May next, when if it shall appear that the result may be changed thereby, a day
will be fixed for the hearing in order to decide whether the candidates returned are
specific causes of

election; which shall be signed

by not

less

entitled to their certificates of election.

Given under

my

hand and the

A. D. 18.53.

By

A. H.

the Governor:

Danl. Woodson,

seal of said Territory, this sixteenth

S>:cretar)j.

day of April,
Reedek, Governor, dr.

:

:

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
Same

day, proclamation issued for convening the Legislative Assembly

of the Territory, as follows

United States of Amkeica.
Tebritoby of Kansas.
)
r
I, Andre%v H. Reeder, Governor of the Territory of Kansas, do hereby.
[8EAI>.J
under and by virtue of the act of Congress passed the thirtieth day of
May, 1854, entitled "An act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas,"
proclaim and direct that the Legislative Assembly of the said Territory of Kansas will convene at- the town of Pawnee, in the Ninth Election District of said Territory, on the first Monday of July next, in the building which wiU be provided for
)_

-,

•'

that purpose.

Given under

my

hand and the

seal of said Territory, this sixteenth

By

day of April,

A. H. Reeder, Governor,

A. D. 18.55.

tfcc.

the Governor

Danl. Woodson,

Secretary.

RECORD OF OATH.

UXITED StATE.S of AMERICA,
Territory of Kaxsas,
Oil the sixteenth

day of April, 1855, before the undersigned

pei-sonally

appeared E. F. Barnard, a Justice of the Peace of said Territory in and
for the Sixteenth District, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he
will

support the Constitution of the United States, and will faithfully

charge the duties of his said

E. F.

office.

Sworn and subscribed April

16th, 1855, before me.

Same. D. Lecompte, Ch.

April

17, 1855.

dis-

Barxard.

— The Governor

Just,

K.

T.

leaves the Territory on a visit to his

family in the State of Penn-sylvania.

—

May
in

Returns received from the election held on the 22d ^lay,
29, 1855.
pursuance of the Governor's proclamation of the 16th April, to fill va-

cancies,

and

filed

away

for the action of the

Governor upon

his return to

the Territory.

June

2,

1855.

—The

Secretary, in the absence of the

Governor and

pursuance of a requisition from the Governor of the State of Indiana,
sues an executive warrant to the Marshal of the Territory, directing him
arrest

and deliver one

violation of the laws

]\[att.

France, charged with the crime of seduction,

in
is-

to
in

of the State of Indiana, to the authorities of that

State.

June

23, 1855.

—The Governor returns

familv in the State of Pennsvlvania.

to the Territory

from

visit to his

'>

on

I-

:

;
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—

JuxE 25, 1855. The Governor declares John Hutchinson, Erastus D.
Ladd and Philip P. Fowler to be duly elected to the House of Kepresentafrom the Second Eepresentative District; John A. Wakefield to he
duly elected a member of the Second Election District, and Augustus Wattles and William Jessee to be duly elected members of the House of Eepreseutatives from the same district; Jesse D. Wood to be duly elected a
tives

William G.
of the Council from the Third Council District
Mathias, A." Payne and H. D. Mc^NIeekin to,be duly elected membei-s of the

member

;

House of Representatives from the Fourteenth Eepresentative District
and C. K. Holliday to be duly elected a member of the House of Representatives from the Fourth Representative District.

June

27tii, 1855.

Manual Labor
Pawnee,

July
Pawnee,

in the

2i),

Executive Office

Ninth Election

removed from the Shawnee
it at the town of

is

District.

—

The Executive Office
Ninth Election District.

1855.

in the

— The

School, for the purpose of establishing

—

July 12th, 1855. The Executive
Shawnee Manual Labor School.
August 16th,

1855.

— The Governor

is

Office

established

is

at the

town of

again established at the

informs the Legislative Assembly

that his functions as Governor of the Territory were terminated, in the

lowing message, addressed
To

the

Honorable

of

the

Memhers

to the

fol-

Council and House of Representatives:

of the Council

and

the

House

of Representatives of the Territory

Kansas

Gentlemen-: Although in my message to your bodies, under date of the 21st Inst..
was unable to convince myself of the legality of your session at this
place, for reasons then given, and although that opinion still remains unchanged,
yet, inasmuch as my reasons were not satisfactory to you, and the bills passed by

I stated that I

your houses have been, up to this time, sent to me for approval, it is proper that I
should inform you that after your adjournment of yesterday, I received official notification that my functions as Governor of the Territory of Kansas were terminated.
No successor having arrived, Secretary' Woodson will of course perform the duties of
A. H. Reedek.
the office as acting Governor.
Shawnee Manual Labor School, August IGth, 1855.

August 17th,

1855.

— The

acting Governor continues G. P.

Lowrey

in

the office of Executive Clerk until the successor to Governor Reeder arrives
in the Territorv.
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BIOGRAPHY OF GOVERNOR WILSON SHANNON.
[For the principal portion of

this

biography, the Historical Society

Hon. Benjamin F. Simpson, in the proceedings
preme Court of Kansas, on the death of Governor Shannon.]
to the able address "of

is

indebted

in the Su-

Wilsou Shannon, the second Governor of Kansas Territory, was born on
24th day of February, 1802, in the Territory of Ohio, in what is now
He was the youngest of a
the southwest portion of the county of Belmont.
family of nine children, seven boys and two girls. In the winter of 180)]
his father was frozen to death, while on a hunting expedition in the then
wilderness bordering on the Ohio river. The widowed mother was thus left
with this large fomily of children, to struggle alone with the world as best
tlie

she could, the oldest child, John, then being but nineteen years of age.
this eldest son

sterling character developed in

proved him

equal to the emergency of supplying the place of his
incessantly to procure

means with which

to

ftxther.

to educate his brothers

The

be almost

He

labored

and

sisters,

never being interrupted but once, and that for a patriotic
In this short service he atservice in the army, during the war of 1812.
He might have attained high position in civil
tained the rank of captain.
this labor of love

but for his manly devotion to the interests of his brothers.
George, the second son, while yet a lad, joined Lewis and Clark's expedition to the Rocky ^NFountains, and while on the'Upper Missouri river, in an

life,

engagement with the Indians, was wounded in the leg, and on his arrival
had it amputated. He was taken to Philadelphia by Lewis
and Clark, and had charge of the publication of their journal. While
there he studied law, was admitted to the bar, and afterwards located in
Lexington, Kentucky. Able as the bar was there, in a few years he was
chosen Circuit Judge, and served in that capacity for three years. In 1828
he went to Missouri and located at Hannibal; Avas sent to the vState Senate,
made L^nited States District Attorney for ^[issouri, and was a candidate for
the United States Senate against Thomas H. Benton at the time of his second reelection. He was a celebrated criminal-law lawyer, and in August,
1836, while engaged in the defense of a man charged with murder, he died,
in the court house at Palmyra, in the forty-ninth year of his age, having

at St. Charles

been born in Pennsylvania in 1787.

named

The

Legislature of Missouri, shortly

southern part of the State for him.
By the time George had become fairly established in practice at Lexington he was joined by James, the third son, whom John had educated arid

after his death,

a

sent out into the world.
brutliers.

He

county

iu the

James,

it is

said,

was the most

brilliant of all the

practiced law with great success at Lexington for ten years,

and became prominent

as a political leader, but the

Whig

majorities were
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too great to be overcome,

and

he, being a

Democrat, was always defeated

for local position.

While residing at Lexington he married a daughter of ex-Governor
Shelby; and on the 9th day of February, 1832, the President comiDissioned
him

as

Charge d'Aflaires

to the

Federation of Central America, but he died

before reaching his post.

In the meantime, Thomas, tlie fourth son, by the aid of the devoted John,
had embarked in merchandise at IJarnesville, a growing town near the
homestead, and was remarkably successful. He twice represented Belmont
county in the Legislature, and in the fall of 1826, the same year in which
Wilson was admitted to the bar, he was elected to Congress from that district.
Serving out his term of two yeai's, he retired from politics, and from
that time on never wearied in pushing the fortunes of his youngest brother.
David, the fifth son, studied law with George at Lexington, and after his
admission settled in Tennessee, where he practiced with success until President Jackson appointed him a Judge in the Territory of Florida, but he
died before he could close his business to accept the place.
sixth son, died

when

Arthur, the

quite young.

The foithful John, aided by Thomas, now a member of the Legislature.
took Wilson from the farm in his nineteenth year and sent hira to the Ohio
University, at Athens, for two years; then he was sent to Lexington, where
he could board with George and James, and enter Transylvania f niversity.
While there he studied law with his brothers, and in 1826 came back to

admission and practice.

St. Clairsville for

diligence soon secured

daughter of E.
ily

hiu),

Surrounded by able lawyers, his

a profitable practice, and he then married

a-

Clerk of the Court, and this allied hira to a fampowerful both at the bar and in political circles.

Among
member

Ellis, Esq.,

the brothers-in-law through this alliance was William

of Congiess from Ohio from 1S34 to 1836, a

member

Kennon,

of the consti-

tutional convention of 18-30, a commissioner to revise the code,

wards, for years, on the Supreme Bench of Ohio

W. Manypeuny,

a leading public

man

;

in Ohio,

another

is

the

and who was

and afterHon. George

at the time of

the organization of Kansas Territory, LTnited States Commissioner of In-

dian Aflairs; another

is

Hon. Hugh

J. Jewett, at

one time a

Congress from Ohio, and afterward president of the

member of

Xew York

tt

Erie

Railway; another was the late Hon. Isaac E. Eaton, so long a respected
and well-known citizen of Kansas, who died at Leavenworth a few vears
since, where he had long years resided.
In the

fall

of 1832, Wilson Shannon had become so well

known

as

an

able and i)opular

nated him for

young lawyer, that the Democrats of his district nomiCongress.
The district was strongly Whig, but Shannon re-

duced the usually large majority of that party to only thirty-seven, which
was received by his opponent, Gen. James M. Bell, a renowned huwer of
Cambridge, Guernsey county. In 1832 Shannon was elected County Attorney o^ his native county, by a large majority.
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aud Mr. Shannon

married Miss Sarah Osbun, of Cadiz, Harrison county, Ohio.
This devoted woman shared the fortunes of her husband through the long
and eventful career which followed, and survived him, dying at Lawrence,
riubse(|uently

Kansas, January 5th, 1881.

During the early years of the public life of Mr. Shannon, his conduct
was such that the young Democrats throughout the State began to regard
him as their leader, and when the Democratic clans mustered in Columbus,
in the

summer

of 1838, the young lawyer from Belmont was

made

their

"

Honest Old Joe Vance,"
who was then serving a term as chief magistrate of the State that he had
But
wrested from one of the most popular of the old Democratic leaders.
Shannon received a majority of the votes cast, and a boy born in the Terricandidate for Governor.

The Whigs renominated

Governor of the State

tory was declared

— the

first

native Governor.

William Henry Harrison
of Ohio to the Presidency, also gave the Governorship of that State to the
Whig candidate Thomas Corwin and Shannon was beaten for reelection.
But two years later the tables turned, and the Democrats transposed the
words of a Whig rhyme of a former campaign, and sang

The Whig triumph of 1840,

in the election of

—

—

:

"Wilson Shannon gave a tanning
To Tom the wagoner boy.

On

the 9th of April, 1844, President Tyler commissioned

Governor Shan-

This position he accepted, and held until May
14, 1845, when the ^lexican war impending, diplomatic intercourse was suspended, aud demanding his passports, he returned home.-

non as ^linister

to

Mexico.

In 1849, becoming enlisted in the California gold excitement, he went to
new Territory. But in two years he returned to Ohio, and in 185"2
was elected to Congress from the district composed of his native county and
that

three others.

He

cast his vote in tne

House of Representatives,

favor of the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska

bill.

He

in 1854, in

was -not a candidate

for reelection.

On

the removal of Governor Reeder from the office of Governor of

sas Territory, in

August, 1855, the vacant

office w\as

Kan-

tendered to Hon. John

Governor
L. Dawson, of Pennsylvania, who declined the appointment.
Shannon was commissioned Governor of Kansas Territory by President
He arrived at Westport, ^Missouri, on the borders
Pierce, August 10, 1855.
of Kansas, September 1, the second day after the adjournment of the first
Territorial Legislature, which had held its sessions at Shawnee ^Mission, near
Westport. Pie took the oath of office before Secretary Woodson, and entered

upon

on the 7th of September.
which Governor Shannon entered upon

his official duties

The period

at

very exciting one, making the Governor's
tlian
trv.

office

his duties

one of greater

trial,

was a

perhaps,

had ever before been allotted to high public functionary in this counThe interest of the whole Nation had become enlisted in the Kansas
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The struggle had become a national partisan one of the greatest
committed
magnitude. The Democratic party of the country had become
The opposing party had
Kansas.
to tlie work of establishing slavery in

struggle.

In Kansas
become equally determined that slavery should be excluded.
affiliations, they now
party
former
been
had
Avhatevcr
ISIissouri,
and western
in intense antagwere broken down, and all the people had become enlisted
onism, under the names Pro-Slavery and Free-State.
life-long
Governor Shannon had come to Kansas as a Democrat. His
the many honors which had been confidelity to the Democratic party, and
ferred'

upon him by

it,

had wedded him

whatever the deliberations of
He had accepted the office of

its

councils

to strict obedience to

may have determined

its

policy,

that to be.

Governor without a thought of any other than

of strict good faith to his party.
eduAs a lawyer of profound learning and large experience, he had been
executive functions must
cated to accept the legal maxim that judicial and
to the law as at present
be exercised in strict regard to the laws, defado
the people to change
for
future
the
it
to
leaving
book;
the statute

—

found on
the laws,

if

by any means they existed

in contravention of their will freely

exercised by ballot.

The Governor had had nothing

to

do with the election of March 30,

and not
If that election had been carried by voters from Missouri,
responsible for the fact, nor
not
was
he
Territory,
the
of
voters
legal
the
by
Legislature which had
responsible for the character of the laws framed by the
however much those laws might be intended to operate
1855.

thus been elected,
the Territory of settlers of Freeto the harrassment and the exclusion from
The remedy left to the class to whose disadvantage the
sentiment.
State

through which might
laws operated, was to be found in future elections,
obnoxious legislation might
of
whatever
of
removal
the
about
brought
be
authority in
have been placed on the statute book. As the highest executive
Such
as he found them.
the Territory, it was his duty to execute the laws

upon enappear to have been Governor Shannon's views of policy and duty
teiing upon his

office.

Shannon was
In the necessary circumstances of the case, Governor
persons who
those
with
association
exclusive
and
constant
thrown into
Pro-Slavery party.
were intensely wedded to the established policy of the
He was sympathetic and confiding in his nature. Hence he was not unexaggeration of fiict,
frequently misled by wrong information and great
presented to him. Added to this, his instructions from Washconstantly

establishing slavery in
ington came from a cabinet devoted to the policy of
Kansas at all hazards. Whatever of error or mistake may have occurred
peculiar conditions
his administration must be attributed largely to these
in

by which he was environed.
tion are to be gleaned

The more authentic

facts of his administra-

from ofhciai records, a considerable portion of which

are found in this volume.
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terminated with his resignation, which was forwarded

He. continued to
had been removed in the

President from Leconipton, August 18th, 1856.

reside at

Lecompton, whither the executive

spring of 1856.

He

entered actively into the practice of the law, in the

higher courts of the Territory.

where he continued

office

Suhsequently he removed to Lawrence,

to live, leading a life of

tinuing to be the leading

member

unblemished purity, and con-

of his profession in Kansas until the day

of his death, which occurred peacefully at his

home on

the 30th day of

August, 1877.

The children of Governor Shannon, now

living, are

Hon. Osbun ShanJohn A. Walsh,

non, of Lawrence, Kansas, and Mrs. S. R. Keeler and Mrs.

both residino; in AVashington, D. C.

,

•

.

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
Minutes Recoedep in the Goveenor's Office dueing the Administeation o?
GoTEENOR Wilson Shannon, including also those Recoeded in
THE InTEEVALS IN WHICH SeCBETAEX DaNIEL WoODSON WAS Acting Goveenoe.

[Daniel Woodson took the oath of oflQce, as Secretary of Kansas Territory, at
Washington, D. C. September 28th, 1854. At different times during his term of
The oroffice, he had devolved upon him the powers of Governor of the Territory.
ganic act provided that, "In case of the death, removal, resignation, or absence of
the Governor from the Territory, the Secretary shall be, and he is hereby authorized
and required, to execute and perform all the powers and duties of the Governor
during such vacancy or absence, or until another Governor shall be duly appointed
and qualified to fill such vacancy."
The first occasion in which either of the exigencies contemplated by the act occurred, was that of the absence of "Governor Reeder, on a visit to the East, from
April 17th to June 23d, 1855. The Executive Minutes show only two official acts
during this period
one, May 29th, that of filing election returns, for the action of
the Governor upon his return to the Territory; the other, the issuing of an executive
warrant, on a requisition from the Governor of the State of Indiana.
On the removal of Governor Reeder from office, August ir.th. 1855, Secretary
Woodson became acting Governor, and served till September 7th, 1S55, when Gov-

—

ernor Shannon took the oath of office and entered upon its duties. On the departure of Governor Shannon on a visit to St. Louis, June 24th. 185G, Secretary Woodsor.
again became Acting Governor, and served until July 7th, possibly later. The

minutes do not show the day of the return of Governor Shannon. On the rt-sigu.ition of Governor Shannon, August 18, 185G, Secretary Woodson again became Actir.g
Governor, and served until September 11th, when Governor John W. Geary p.~~umeJ

On the departure of Governor Geary from the Territory,
Mr. Woodson again became Acting Governor, and continued
such until April ICth. wlien ho was succeeded by Frederick P. Stanton, who had been
appointed Secretary of the Territory.]
the duties of the office.

March

12th, 1857.

,-=.s
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—

August 31, 1855. Con)missions issued to the following appointments
made by the acting Governor, hy and with the advice and consent of the
Council:

To A.

]\[.

Coffey, as

Major General of the Southern Division of Kansas

Militia.

Wm.

A. Heiskell,

as

Brigadier General of the First Brigade of the

Southern Division of Kansas INIilitia.
Wm. Barbee, as Brigadier General of the Second Brigade of the
ern Division of Kansas

S':'Uih-

^Militia.

Wm.

C. Yager, as Colonel of the First Regiment of the Southern DiviKansas Militia.
George W. Johnson, as Colonel of the Second Kegiment of the Southern
Division of Kansas Militia.
S. A. "Williams, as Colonel of the Third Regiment of the Southern Division of Kansas ^Militia.
Skilman Fleming, as Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of the Southern
Division of Kansas ^Militia.
Wm. P. Richardson, as ^Nlajor General of the Northern Division of the
Militia of Kansas Territory.

sion of

F. J. ^larshall, as Brigadier General of the First Brigade of the X^rthern Division of the ^lilitia of Kansas Territory.

Lucien J. Eastin, as Brigadier General of the Second Brigade of the
Northern Division of the ^Militia of Kansas Territory.
Robert Clark, as Colonel of the First Regiment of the Xortheru Divi-

Kansas Territory.
Second Regiment of the Northern
Division of the Militia of Kansas Territory.
David ]\I. Johnson, as Colonel of the Third Regiment of the Northern
Division of the ^lilitia of Kansas Territory.
Archibald Payne, as Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of the Northern Division of the INIilitia of Kansas Territory.
Hiram J. Strickler, as Adjutant General of the Kansas INIilitia.
Thomas J. B. Cramer, as Inspector General of the Kansas Militia.
sion of the ]Militia of
Jas. E.

Same

Thompson,

as Colonel of the

day, commissions issued to the following appointments of couiuy

made by the Legislative Assembly in joint session
For Doniphan County
To Joel I*. Blair as Probate Judge, and A.
Dunning and E. B. Rogers as County Commissioners, and Carey B. Whiteofficei's

:

—

head as

Sheriff.

—

For Atchison County
To James Headley as Probate Judge, William
Young and James M. Givens as County Commissioners, and Wm. C. Mc-

Vay

as Sheriff.

—

For Jefferson County
O. B. B. Tebbs a/^ Probate Judge; Napoleon
Hopewell and Samuel C. Hudson a.s County Commissioners, and George
Dyer as Sheriff.
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— To

James Kuykendall
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as

Probate Judg-e, R. D.

and James Wilson as
Beeler and ^yilliam Alley as County Commissioners,
.Sheriff-

J.

—

To John A. Halderman as Probate Judge.
For Leavenworth County
and G. D. Todd
M. Hall and :\ratthew Walker as County Commissioners,

as Sheriff.

—

To John P. Wood as Probate Judge, George ^^
For Douglas County
and Samuel J.
Johnson and John M. Banks as County Commissioners,
Jones as

Sheriff.

For Johnson County
Peery and Joseph Parks
son as Sheriff.

.

— To

t
n^
Probate Judge, John i.
JohnF.
Benjamin
and
as County Commis.i;ioners,

A.

S.

Johnson

i

as

—
—

To I. Jacobs as Probate Judge, Henry Snyder and
For Lvkens County
County Commissioners, and B. P. Campbell as Sheriff.
To Samuel A. Williams as Probate Judge, H. L.
For Bourbon County
Commissioners, and B. F.
[T.] Wilson and Charles Wingfield as County

Jes. Beets as

Hill as Sheriff.

B.Owen
For Allen County— To Charles Passmore as Probate Judge,
W. Cowden as County Commissioners, and Wm. J. Godfrey as Sheriff.
To George Wilson as Probate Judge, Wm. P.
For Anderson County
Commissioners, and P. D. Cummings as
County
as
Clark
True and John
and B.

—

Sheriff.

— To

For Franklin County
and James M. Robinson
as Sheriff.

J.

Yoeum

as

Probate Judge,

Wm. McDow

County Commissioners, and Richard Golding

as

—

To Wm. 0. Yager as Probate Judge, and E.
For Shawnee County
County Commissioners, and Geo. W. Berry as
as
Hoagland and W. Yocum
Sheriff

—

To George H. Perriu as Probate Judge, Jesse
For Nemaha County
as County Commissioners, and James E.
Ballore
Adamson and John
Thompson as Sheriff.
To James Doniphan as Probate Judge, A. J.
For Marshall County
Woodward and S. J. Cramer as County Commissioners, and A. S. Clark

—

for Sheriff

For Riley County
nolds, sen., "and

— To

Wm.

Clay Thompson as Probate Judge, Thos. ReyPrice
as County Commissioners, and John S.

Cuddy

as Sheriff.

—

To Thos. Huffaker as Probate Judge, H. B. ElFor :\Iadison County
Foreand C. H. Withington as County Commissioners, and John B.

liot

man

as Sheriff.

Same

for
day, Chas. H. Grover was commissioned as District Attorney

the First Judicial District,

as District

Attorney for the

Second
Third Judicial

as District

Attorney

Judicial District,
District.

H. A. Hutchinson
and John T. Brady

for the
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August 10, 1855.— Wilson Shaunon, of the State of Ohio, is commissioned Governor of the Territory by the President of the United States.
RECORD OF OATH.
Unitkd Statks OF America,
Territory of Kansas,
Daniel Woodson, Secretary of said Territory of Kansas, do hereby
Wilson Shannon personally appeared before me, on this <-event'h
day of September, A. D. 1855, at my office in said Territory, and was by
me duly sworn according to law to support the Constitution of the United
I,

certify that

States,

and

Territory.

faithfully to discharge the duties of the office of

Given under

my

Daniel Woodson, Secy Kanms

18'55.

September

Governor of said

hand, this seventh day of September, A. D.

—

1855.

,

— Commission

Territory.

issued to Allen P. Tibbitts, as Pro-

bate Judge of the county of Arapahoe.

Commission issued

James Stringfellow^

to

of the county of Arapahoe.

September

6,

1855.

as

Clerk of the Probate Court

to

John Donalson,

'
'

— Commission issued

as

Auditor

of Public Accounts.

September

17,

1855.— Resignation of G. W. Berry,

as Sheriff of

Shaw-

nee county, received.

September 21, 1855.— Commission issued to William A. Heiskell, as
Clerk of the Tribunal for the Transaction of County Business, for the
county of Lykens.
Commission issued

to

A. H. McFadden, as Coroner for the county of Ly-

kens.

Commissions issued

to

Martin White and William Lebon, as Justices of

the Peace for the county of Lykens.

Commissions

to

Barnctt Hall and Peter J. Potts, as Constables of the

county of Lykens.

September

21,

1855.— Commission issued to Alexander McPherson,
Shannon township, in the county of Atchison.

as

Justice of the Peace for

September 22, 1855.— Commission issued to Thomas L. Fortune, as
Justice of the Peace for :\rount Pleasant township, in the county
of Atchison.

Commission issued to J. C. Mannion, as Justice of the Peace
non township, in the county of Atchison.

for Shan-
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Commission issued to William D. Barnett, as Justice of the Peace for
Grasshopper township, in the county of Atchison.
Commission issued to Greenberry B. Gates, as Constable for :Mount Pleasant township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued

Felix Brown, as Justice of the Peace for Mount

to

Pleasant township, in the county of Atchison.
Commission issued to Ira Norris, sen., as Treasurer of the county of Atchison.

Commission issued

to

Dudley McVay,

as

Coroner of the county of Atchi-

son.

Commission issued

Archibald Elliott, as Justice of the Peace for
in the county of Atchison.
Eli C. Mason, as Sheriff of the county of Atchison,

to

Mount Pleasant township,

Commission issued to
William C. McVay, resigned.
Commission issued to Jacob Rees, as Constable of Grasshopper township,

vice

in the

county of Atchison.

Commission issued

to P. P.

Wilcox, as Justice of the Peace for Shannon

township, in the county of Atchison.
Commission issued to James T. Darnall, as Constable for Shannon township, in the

county of Atchison.

Commission issued

to

Samuel Walters,

as Assessor for the county of

Atchison.

September

22, 1855.

— Commission issued

Clerk of the

to Ira Norris, as

Board of County Commissioners for the county of Atchison.
Commission issued to J. Farley, as Clerk of the Board of County Commi.ssionei-s for the county of Bourbon.
Commission issued to John N. Catrell, as Constable for the county of
Bourbon.

Commission issued

to

Thomas Watkins,

as Justice of the

Peace for the

county of Bourbon.

September
as Clerk of the

—

Commission issued to Christopher E. Huflaker,
Board of County Commissioners for Johnson county.

24, 1855.

September 26, 1855.— Commission issued to Pichard R. Rees, as Justice
of the Peace for the township of Leavenworth, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commi-ssion issued to H. P. Johnson, as Justice of the Peace for the township of Leavenworth, in the county of Leavenworth.
Commission issued to Thomas C. Hughes, as Constable- for the township

of Leavenworth, in the county of Leavenworth.
Commission issued to Leander F. Hollingsworth, as Justice of the Peace
for the

township of Delaware,

in the

county of Leavenworth.
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Commission issued

Wilson Fox,

to

as Constable for the

township of Dela-

ware, in the county of Leavenworth.

September

29,

1855.— Commission

issued to

James

Christian, as Clerk

of the Board of County Commissioners for the county of Douglas.

—

October 4," 1855. Commission issued to James R. Whitehead, as Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners for the county of Doniphan.
Commission issued

James F. Foreman,

to

as

County Surveyor

for

Doni-

phan county.
Commission issued to Henry Thompson, as Coroner for the county of
Doniphan.
Commissions issued to A. Q. Rice and Milford Gillmore, as Justices of
the Peace for Wolf River township, in the county of Doniphan.
Commission issued to Jesse Lewis, as Justice of the Peace for the township of Iowa, in the county of Doniphan.

Commission issued

to

James Pateet,

as

Constable for the township of

Iowa, in the county of Doniphan.

Commissions issued

to

Thomas W. Waterson and Labon Pritchard, as
Burr Oak township, in the county of Leaven-

Justices of the Peace for

worth.

[Doniphan.]

Commissions issued to Albert Head and F. ^Nlalian, as Justices of the
Peace for AVashington township, in the county of Doniphan.
Commission issued to Hamilton J. Johnson, as Constable for Wai^hingtou
township, in the county of Doniphan.

Commission issued
of the Peace for

to

Commission issued
ship, in the county of

Commission issued
Kickapuo,

in the

October

John A. Vanarsdale and William Shaw,

Wayne

township, in the county of Atchison.

Joshua Saunders,
Doniphan.

to

to S.

W.

as Constable for

as Justices

[Doniphan.]

Wayne

town-

Tunnel, as Constable for the township of

county of Leavenworth.

—

Commission issued to Cyrus Doleman, as Clerk
4, 1855.
Board of County Commissioners for the county of Xemaha.
Commission issued to Oliver P. Willianis, as Treasurer for the countv
Nemaha.
Commission issued to Thomas Newton, jr., as Coroner fur the county
Nemaha.
Commission issued to Horace Newton, as Constable for the county
Nemaha.

of

the

of

of

of

October 5, 1855.— Commission issued to John D. Wells, as County
Commi.<sioner for the county of Marshall, vice A. G. Woodward, resifrned.
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for

8,

1855.

— Commission

Franklin township,

Commission issued
Lecompton township,
Commission issued

to

in the

issued to

James Corlew,

97
as Constable

county of Douglas.

Charles

C

Spalding, as Justice of the Peace for

county of Douglas.
Hugh Cameron, as Treasurer of the county of

in the
to

Douglas.

Commission issued

to

Peter Crockett, as Coroner for the county of Doug-

las.

Commission issued to G. B. Redman, as Justice of the Peace for the
township of Delaware, in the county of Leavenworth.
Commission issued

to

Alexander Russell,

as Justice of the

Peace for the

township of Leavenworth, in the county of Leavemvorth.
Commission issued to Ethan A. J^ong, as Constable for the township of

Wyandott, in the county of Leavemvorth.
Commission issued to John AV. Ladd, as Justice of the Peace for the
township of Wyandott, in the county of Leavenworth.
Commission issued to William L. Kuykendall, asOcTor.EK 8, .1855.
Clerk of the Board of Countv Commissioners for the coiintv of Calhoun.

—

—

Commission issued to John }»[artin, as Clerk of the
OcTOBEEi 10, 1855.
Board of County Commissioners for the county of Shawnee.
Commission issued to Duke W. Hunter, as Superintendent of Public
Buildings for the county of Shawnee.
Commission issued to John Horner, as Sheriff of the county of Shawnee,
vice George W. Berry, resigned.
Commissions issued to John AV. Kavanaugh and George AV. Redman, as
Justices of the Peace for the county of Shawnee.
Commission issued to Isaac N. Campbell, as Constable of the county of
Shawnee.

October

15, 1855.

— Commission

issued to C. R. Alobley, for

County

Commissioner of Riley county, vice AVm. Cuddy, resigned.
Commission issued to John S. Reynolds, as Clerk of the Board of County
Commissioners for the county of Riley.
Commission issued to F. C. Sonnamaker, as Coroner for the county of
Riley.

Commission issued to Thomas Dixon, as Constable of the county of Riley.
Commission issued to James Dixon, L. B. Penny, and A. A. Garrott, as
Justices of the Peace for the county of Riley.

—

OcTOBEu 19, 1855. Commission issued to John A. Halderman, as Lieutenant Colonel Fourth Regiment, Second Brigade, ^sortheru Division of
Kansas

^Militia.
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October

— Commission issued

20, 1855.

to

Thomas

J.

B. Cramer, as Ter-

ritorial Treasurer.

—

October 30, 1855. The returns of the judges of the election held on
first Monday of October, in pursuance of law, for a Delegate to the

the

Congress, being duly examined, and John W. Whitfield,
having received a majority of the legal votes polled, is declared by the
Governor to be duly elected, and a certificate of election by the Governor,
Thirty-fourth

under the

seal

of the Territory,

accordingly issued to the said John

is

Whitfield.

November
Mitcliell,

"SV.

.

9,

Henry

1855.

— Commissions

issued to

and D. Guthrey,

Miller,

Wiley Patterson, Cowan

as Justices of the

Peace for the

Russell, Nelson L. Loyd,

and John Hal-

county of Bourbon.

Commissions issued

James B.

to

iday, as Constables for the county of Riley.

Commission issued
Commission issued

H. R. Kelsoe, as Coroner for the county of Bourbon.
Edward Searcy, as Treasurer for the county of Don-

to
to

iphan.

Commissions issued

John

to

C.

W.

Boggs and

C. Fasten, as Justices of

the Peace for the county of Brown.

Commission issued
Brown.
Commission issued

William Piuuket,

to

Wiley Williams,

to

as Constable for the county of

as a Justice of the

Peace for Kick-

apoo township, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued
Leavenworth.

November

M. Pierce Riveley,

to

10, 1S55.

as

Treasurer for the county of

— Commission issued to H. W.

Buckley, as Consta-

ble for Louisiana township, in the county of Douglas.

—

November
tice of the

Commission issued to James P. Sanders, as Jus22, 1855.
Peace for Washington township, in the county of Washington.

November

24, 1855.

— Commission

issued to

Samuel Crane,

as Justice of

the Peace for Franklin township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued

to

Hugh Cameron,

as Justice of the

Peace for the

township of Lawrence, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued

to

Franklin M. Coleman, as Justice of the Peace for

Louisiana township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued

to

Joshua N. Hargus,

as

Justice of the Peace for

Louisiana township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued

to

Samuel Clark,

ington township, in Douglas county.

as Justice of the

Peace for Wash-
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Shepard, as Justice of the Peace for

Douglas county.
Commissions issued to Perry Fleshman and Samuel J. Lockhart, as Justices of the Peace for the township of Douglas, in the county of Callioun.
Commission issued to Rolla J. Fulton, as Constable for the township of
Douglas, in the county of Calhoun.
Commission issued to George S. Young, as Justice of the Peace for the
Lecomptoii township,

in

township of Half-Day, in the county of Calhoun.

NovKMBER

26, 1855.

—Commission issued

to

George Ringo, as Constable

of Shannon township, in the county of Atchison,

vice

James T. Darnell,

de-

clined.

Commission issued

to

William Reynolds,

as Justice of the

Peace for the

township of Alexandria, in the county of Leavenworth.
Commission issued to Thomas J. Carson, as Constable for Alexandria
township, in the county of Leavenworth.
to William P. Tuttle, as Justice of the Peace
John W. Kavenaugh, resigned.'

Commission issued
nee county,

vice

November

27, 1855.

—The

Governor received

Shaw-

for

special dispatches

from

armed
outlaws in that county in open resistance to the laws of the Territory, and
calling for a posse of three thousand men to enable him to execute proWhereupon the Governor issues the following
cesses then in his hands.
orders to Major General William P. Richardson, of the Northern Division

the

sherift'

of Douglas county, stating that there was a large force of

of Kansas Militia, and Adjutant General H. J. Strickler:
Headquaetees, Shawnee Mission.
?
Kansas Terbitoby, Novomber 27th. 1855. )
Sib: Reliable information has reached me that an armed military force is now in
Lawrence and that vicinity, in open rebellion against the laws of this Territory, and
that they have determined that no process in the hands of the sherifiE of that county
shall be executed. I have received a letter from S. J. Jones, sheriff of Douglas
county, informing me that he had arrested a man under a warrant placed in his
hands, and while conveying him to Lecompton he was met by an armed force of
some forty men, and that the prisoner was taken out of his custody, and open defiance bid to the laws. I am also duly advised that an armed band of men burnt a
number of houses, destroyed personal property, and turned whole families out of
doors in Douglas county; warrants will be issued against these men, and placed in
the hands of the sheriff of Douglas county for execution.

manding

three thousand

men

to aid

him

He

has written to

in executing the process of the law,

me

de-

and the

preservation of the peace.
are, therefore, hereby ordered to collect together as large a force as you can
your division, and repair without delay to Lecompton, and report yourself to
S. J. Jones, the sheriff of Douglas county, together with the number of your forces,
and render to him all the aid and assistance in yonr power, if required in the execution of any legal process in his hands. The forces under your command are to bo

You

in

:

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

100

used for the sole purpose of aiding the sherifif in executing the law. and for no other
purpose. I have the honor to be your obedient servant.
VVilso.n Shannon.
Major General Wra. P. Richardson.

Headquakteks. Shawnee Mission,
Kansas Tekeitoky. Ntjvember 27th, 1855. S
letters
from S. J. Jones, sheriff of Douglas
Sir: I am this moment advised by
county, that while carrying a prisoner to Lecompton, whom he had arrested by virtue of a peace warrant, he was met by a band of armed men, who took said prisoner
forcibly out of his possession, and bid defiance to the execution of all law in this
Territory. He has demanded of me three thousand men to aid him in the execution
of the legal process in his hands. As the Southern Division of the militia of this
Territory is not organized. I can only request you to collect together as large a force
as you can. and at as early a day as practicable report yourself with the forces you
may raise to S. J. Jones, sheriff of Douglas county, and to give him every assist/

ance in your power, in the execution of the legal process in his hands. "Whatever
forces you may bring to his aid are to be used for the sole purpose of aiding the
It is expected that every good citsheriff in the execution of the law, and no other.

and assist the lawful authorities in the execution of the laws of the Terand the preservation of good order. Your obedient servant,
Wilson Shannon.
General H. J. Strickler.

izen will aid
ritory,

November

28, 1855.

— The

Governor

wi-ites

the folh)wing letter to the

President of the United States

Executive Office. Shawnee" Mission,
)
Kansas Tekritoby, November 28th, 1855.
assuming a shape of great danger to the
)

SiK

:

Affairs in this Territory are daily

peace and good order of society.

I

am

well satisfied that there exists in this Terri-

tory a secret military organization", which has for

its

object,

among

other things, re-

have looked upon the
threats of leading men and public papei-s. who have placed themselves in an attitude
of resistance to the laws, as mjt intended by those who made them to be carried into
sistance to the laws by force.

execution. I

am now satisfied

Until within a few days past

I

of the existence of this secret military organization,

and

have been secretly supplied with arms and munitions of
war, and that it is the object and purpose of this organization to resist the laws by
The strength of the organization is variously estimated at from one to two
force.
that those engaged in

it

thousand, but I have no satisfactory data from which to estimate

its real

strength.

do not believe they can command for any given purpose more than one thousand men. They are said to be well supplied with Sharp's rifles and revolvers, and
that they are bound by an oath to assist each other in the resistance of the laws
when called upon to do so. Independently of the disclosures made by those who
formerly belonged to this association and the hints thrown out by some of the public journals in their interest, the most practical proof of these allegations consists
in their own acts. A few days since a ditficulty took place in Douglas county, some
ten miles south of Lawrence, between one of these men and a man by the name of Coleman, from Virginia, in relation to a claim, in which the former was shot, and died immediately. Coleman was taken into custody for trial by the sheriff of that county, and
to avoid all ground of objection as to legal authority, Judge Lecompte was written to,
and requested to attend at the county seat (it being in his judicial district) and sit
as an examining court. In the mean time, a large body of armed men. said to be
from three to four hundred, collected at or near Lawrence for the avowed purpose
of rescuing Coleman from the sheriff and executing him without a trial. Coleman

and

I
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wiUing to abide a jndki.d
strictly in self-defense, and is
claim, that he shot the man
trial.
and
investigation
.i
against one of this band of men for threatOn Monday last a warrant was issued
sheriff of he
neighbors, and placed in the hands of the
his
of
one
of
life"
the
enin.'
Tuesday
posse of some ten men arrested him on
coun'Iy for execution, who with a
met about two
the prisoner to Lecompton he was
conveying
was
he
as
and
ni..ht.
and hf ty
these men. consisting of between forty
oVlock in the morning by a band of
out
revolvers, who forcibly rescued the prisoner
and
rifles
Sharps
with
all armed
this Territhat there were no officers or law
proclaimed
and-openly
hands,
of his
transactions took place there were from sixIn the settlement in which these
tory
about one hundred free-soil famdies. At
and
families,
law-and-order
twenty
teen to
the former had been burned down by this armed
of
houses
the
of
three
advices
the last
considerable amount of corn and other personal
band, cattle had been killed, and a
law-and-order population of that neighborl^jod.
whole
the
and
destroyed,
pr<,perty
threatened. Helpf amOies. whose lives were
two
except
iied,
had
terror,
induced by
fear and threats to flee from their
by
forced
been
have
children
and
less women
Measures were bethe State of Missouri
homes and seek shelter and protection in
warrants against these lawless men. and
procure
to
authorities
legal
the
ing taken by
-.

m

have them ari-ested and legally tried.
the county has called on me for three
Under these circumstance, the sheriff of
proof the warrants in his hands, and to
execution
the
in
him
aid
to
thousand men
this armed force. The force required
of
violence
the
from
prisoner
tect him and his
be necessary, and. indeed, far beyond what

by the

sheriff is far

beyond what

I

believe to

From five to eight hundred men will be amply
could be raised in this Territory.
legal
the sheriff, and enable him to execute the
protect
to
doubt,
no
.ufiicient, I have
to the sheriff the requisite aid I
giving
of
view
the
With
hands.
proce.. in his
Richardson, of the Northern Division of Militia
have issued orders to Major General
herewith.
send you

discreet man, a copy of which
of this Territory, a prudent and
who resides in
request I have made of General Strickler
I also send you ; copy of a
orders I have thought it necesonly
the
are
These
Douglas.
to
the adjoining county
protect
believe a sufficient force will be raised to
sary to issue, by means of which I
in his hands.
process
legal
the
execute
to
him
the sheriff and enable
band of men, who are seeking to subvert and
I

The time has come when this armed
have to be met and the laws enforced
render powerless the existing government,
If the lives and property of
dominion.
lawless
their
to
against them, or submit
by law. there is an end to
protected
be
cannot
Territory
the
unoffending citizens of
practical government,

and

it

becomes a useless formality.

nothmg bu

wild, and
the borders of Missouri is running
disclosure of
these men will allay it. Since the
the enforcement of the laws against
this ^^*^"^t-r>
organization
military
secret
this
of
the existence and purposes
been held
the borders of Missouri, but it has
there has been much excitement along
Territory would be enforced,
the
of
laws
the
that
assurances
in check heretofore by
this
citizens against all unlawful acts of
and that protection would be given to the
subordmation
excitement can stiU be held
association. This feeling and intense
that can control
executed; otherwise there is no power here
if the laws are faithfully
This military organization is
is inevitable.
this border excitement, and civil war
of
or rather to the law-and-order party
looked upon as hostile to all Southern men,
and friends, and all have sympathizer.-.
the Territory, many of whom have relations
protecthe laws will not furnish adequate
in Missouri; and the moment it is believed
force
acts of this armed association, a
tion to this class of citizens against the lawless
on
real and supposed wrongs, inflicteu
will be precipitated across the line to redress
vain to conmoment, resisted. It is
friends, that cannot bo controlled, or. for the

The excitement along

m

m

m

:
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we are standing on a volcano; the upheavings and agitations beneath.
and no one can tell the hour when an eruption may take place. Under ex-

ceal the fact:

we

feel,

isting circumstances, the importance of sustaining the sheriff of Douglas county.
to execute his process, independent of other considerations con-

and enabling him

nected with the peace and good order of society,
this

will strike

to be accomplished, to avoid the dreadful evils of civil war.

In

done.

this,

however, I

may

be mistaken.

No

you

at once;

and

to

do

this Territory, is the great object

by the aid and assistance of the citizens of

I believe this

can be

be wanting on my part
keep you constantly advised of

efforts shall

to preserve good order in the Territory, and I will
the progress and state of things here.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant.

Wilson Shaxnox.

His Excellency Franklin Pierce.

November

28, 1855.

— Commission

issued to

Washington,

stable for the township of

James H. Murrill, as ConDoniphan, vice

in the county of

Johnson, resigned.

November

29, 1855.

— The Governor issued the following proclamation

to the citizens of the Territory

PROCLAMATION'.

By

the

Governor of Kan.^as Territory.

Whereas, reliable information has been received that a numerous association of
men, armed with deadly weapons, and supplied with all the implements of
war, combined and confederated together for the avowed purpose of opposing by
force and violence the execution of the laws of this Territory, did. at the county of

lawless

Douglas, on or about the 26th of this month, make a violent assault on the sheri5 of
said county with deadly weapons, and did overcome said officer, and did rescue from
his custody by force and violence, a person arrested by virtue of a peace warrant.
and then and there a prisoner holden by the said sheriff, and other scandalous outrages did commit in violation of law;
And whereas, also, information has been received that this confederated band of
lawless men did, about the same time, set lire to and burn down a number of houses
of peaceable and unoffending citizens, and did destroy a considerable amount of
personal property, and have repeatedly proclaimed that they would regard no law
of this Territory, resist by force of arms all officers and those aiding and assisting

them

in the execution of the laws, or

any process

issued in pursuance thereof:

whereas, also, I have received satisfactory information that this armed organization of lawless men have proclaimed their determination to attack the said

And

Douglas county, and rescue from his custody a prisoner, for the avowed
purpose of executing him without a judicial trial, and at the same time threatened
the life of the said sheriff and the citizens:
Now, therefore, to the end that the authority of the laws may be maintained and
those concerned in violating them brought to immediate and condign punishment,
and that the sheriff of Douglas county may be protected from lawless violence in
the execution of the lawful warrants and other process in his hands. I. Wilson Shannon, Governor of said Territory, have issued this, my proclamation, calling on all
well-disposed citizens of this Territory to rally to the support of the laws of their
country, and requiring and commanding all officers, civil and military, and all other

sheriff of

citizens of this Territory, whi) shall bo
to be aiding

and assisting by

all

means

found within the vicinity of these outrages.
power in quelling this armed organ-

in their
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ization,

named
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prisoner,

in his hands.

And

I

do further

command

these outrages took place,

and execution of the

that the District Attorney for the district in which

and

all

laws, cause the

other persons concerned in the administration

above offenders, and

all

such as aided or assisted

them, to be immediately arrested and proceeded with according to law.
Given under my hand and the seal of this Territory, this 29th day of No^ 1
C
vember, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-tive.

By

Wilson Shannon.

the Governor:

Danl. Woodson,

December
Sherifi'

2,

Secretary.

1855.

— The

Governor sends the following dispatches

to

Jones and ^lajor General Richardson:

Executive Office, Shawnee Mission,
I
Kansas Tkbeitoey, December 2. 1S55.
I have received a reply to my dispatch to Col. Sumner, informing me that he will
be ready at a moment's warning to move with his whole force, if desired, as soon as
My telegraphic dispatch to the President
orders are received from Washington.
has been sent through before this time, and I will receive in a short time, I have no
doubt, the authority desired to call on the United States troops. Under these circumstances, you will wait until I can get the desired orders from Washington before
attempting to execute your writs. This will prevent any effusion of blood, and will
have a moral influence which will prevent hereafter any resistance to the laws. When
these lawless men find that the forces of the United States can be used to preserve
\

order, they will not be so ready to put themselves in opposition, and, if necessary,

steps will be taken to station an adequate force in that region to protect the people

against lawless violence, and to insure the execution of the laws.

You

will retain a

guard your prisoner. Any force
it shall be ascertained whether their
beyond this
aid will or will not be needed. The known deficiency in tiie arms and all the accoutrements of war. which necessarily must characterize the law-abiding citizens that
have rushed to your assistance in the maintenance of law, will invite resistance on
the other side, who are well armed, and it is wrong to i)lace these men in a position
where their lives may be endangered, when we will, in all probability, have an ample force from the Fort in a few days.
Show this letter to Major General Richardson and General Eastin, who, I am
advised, have gone to your aid. They go to Lecompton, but will join you wherever
you are. Their forces are small, and may be required for your protection until advices are received from Washington.
I send you a letter toGen'l Kichardson, which you will please place in his hands at
as early a day as practicable.
I refer him to this letter to you for my views.
You

you from violence, and
had better remain at a distance until

force adequate to protect

will let

him

see

to

it.

me know

the number of warrants you have, and the names of defendants.
probably accompany Col. Sumner's command. Yours, <S:c.,
Mr. Jones, Sheriff.
Wilson Shannon.

Let

I

will

Executive Office. Shawnee Mission.
Kansas Tereitoky, December '2, 1855.

My Deae
of what

I

Sie:

I

have written a

letter to Sheriff Jones,

have done, and the expectations

thority forthwith to call

putting

him

/

\

in possession

I have of getting from Washington, auon the United States forces at the Fort. I have sent a dis-

1
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patch to Col. Sumner, and received a reply that he will be ready at any moment to
the whole force as soon as orders are received from Washington. These
orders are confidently expected in a day or two. I am desirous- to use the United
States forces, as it will have a salutary influence on these lawless men hereafter.
When they find that the United States forces can be used to preserve the peace and
execute the laws of the Territory, they will not be so ready to put themselves in a
hostile attitude.
In the meantime you will remain with Jones, the sheriff, with an

move with

adequate force for his protection, and the security of his prisoner. The other forces
under your command will remain at a distance, and ready when called on to act.
You will be careful in preserving order and restraining all illegal acts. Let everything that is done be for the preservation of law and order and the protection of the
sheriff,

and

to enable

him

jects are accomplished,
I shall

accompany

to servo the legal process in his hands.

your

command

Sunmer with

Col.

When

these ob-

will retire.

the United States forces.

Yours with very great respect,

Wilson Shanxox.

Major General Richardson.

December
at

-i,

1855.

— The Governor sends a

letter to Col.

E. V. & umner.
_

_

Fort Leavenworth, with the telegraphic dispatch from the President.

December

5,

1855.

—The Governor receives the following letter in reply

to his letter of yesterday to Col.

Sumner

:

Headquaktees First Cavalky,
FoBT Leavenworth, December 5, 18.")j 10 o'clock a.

—

)

m.j

GovERNOB I have just received your letter of yesterday, with the telegraphic dispatch of the President. I will march with my regiment in a few hours, and will meet
you at the Delaware crossing of the Kansas this evening.
With high respect, your obedient servant,
E. V. Sumnek, Cbl. 1st Cavalry.
His Excellency Wilson Shannon.
:

December

6,

1855.

— The

Governor receives the following

letter

from

Sumner:

Col.

Headquarters First Cavalry,
FoET Leavenworth, December 5. 1855.
I think it will not be proper to move before
~)

Governor: On more mature reflection
orders of the Government.

I receive the

I shall

be

all

ready whenever

I

get them.

not delay our reaching the scene of ditticulty. for I can move
from this place to Lawrence as quickly, (or nearly so.) as I could from the Delaware
crossing, and we could not. of course, go beyond that place without definite orders.

This decision

will

With high respect, your obedient servant.
E. V. SuiiNEK,

Col. 1st Cavalry,

Coinmnnding.

His Excellencv Wilson Shaimon.

December
to Col.

6,

185o.

— The Governor sends the following special dispatch

Sumner:
Wakarusa, December

I

6,

1855.

send you this special dispatch to ask you to come to Lawrence as soon as you

possibly can.

from

.My object

is

to rescue the citizens of that place, as well as all others,

a conflict of arms, which, if

once commenced, there

is

no

telling

when

it

will

:
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doubt not you have received orders from Washington, but if you have not,
is such as to justify you with the President and
It is hard to restrain
the world in moving with your forces to the scene of difficulty.
the men here; they are beyond my power of restraint, or at least soon may be. to
prevent them from making an attack on Lawrence, which, if once made; there is no
The presence of a portion of the United States troops in
telling when it will end.
Lawrence will prevent an attack, save bloodshed, and enable me to get matters ar-

end.

I

the absolute pressure of this crisis

ranged in a satisfactory way, and at the same time secure the execution of the law.
Time is
It is peace, not war. that we want, and you have the power to secure peace.
precious; fear not but you will be sustained.
Wii-son Shannon.
With great respect,
Col.

Sumner.

—

Dkce-MBeii 4, 1855. The Governor receives the following
Major General Richardson and George W. Clarke, Esq.

letters

from

Lecompton, Kansas Teeritoet,

December

Deab

Sir: I believe

it

to be essential to the peace

3,

1855

— 12 o'clock

)

f.

m.

j

and tranquility of the Territory

Lawrence and elsewhere be required to surrender their Sharp's
There can be no security for the future safety of the lives and property of

that the outlaws at
rifles.

law-abiding citizens until these lawless men are at least deprived of their Sharp's
rifles, which we know have been furnished them for the purpose of resisting the laws.
In fact, law-abiding cftizens will be compelled to leave the Territory unless the out-

made to surrender their Sharp's riiies and artillery, if they have any. I
do not. however, feel authorized from your instructions to me to make this demand.
Should you concur with me in opinion, please let me know by express at once. A
new express had better be sent in lieu of the bearer of this, as he will be fatigued.
I am diligently using every necessary precaution to prevent the effusion of blood
and preserve the peace of the Territory. As the Sharp's rifles may be regarded as
private property by some, I can give a receipt for them, stating that they will be
laws are

returned to the owners at the discretion of the Governor.
Very respectfully,-your obedient servant.

Wm. P. Richardson,
Major General in Command.

His Excellency Gov. Wilson Shannon.

Camp Clarke, Dec. 3, 1S55.
by our express which is now on its way ( 12 o'clock
at night ).
My house is a fortification. I am compelled to keep a guard with sentiUnless the violators of the law are disarmed, the country is ruined.
nels, all night.
Should the troops withdraw without this being done, a partisan war will continue.
murders, house-burnings, and all the outrages incident to civil war will follow, and we
Dear

Sir: I hasten to write you

men) will have to withdraw from the Territory, to our great pecuThe outlaws have marked oar men: they keep their movements
secret, and we know not who is the first to be attacked, or when it will be made. ^^ e
have learned from ample authority that more than one hundred Sharp's rifles are
My next-door neighbors have them in
distributed in this immediate neighborhood.
possession, and only two days ago ten armed men surrounded a member of my fam(

the law-abiding

niary distress.

ily,

with threatening language, and ended the interview with a threat to dispose of
We, the law-abiding men, appeal to you. and insist that nothing less than

myself.

arms now held by the traitors can satisfy ihe country. They
open rebellion. They have these arms for the special purpose of. resisting
the laws and revenging supposed injuries. With these arms in hand they have forci-

the surrender of the
are in
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they threaten to rescue others;
bly rescued prisoners from the hands of officers;
and in every sense they are traithey are protecting men who have broken custody,
tors

and giving aid and comfort

to traitors.

In haste, your friend and obt.

December

5,

1855.— The Governor

svt..

George W. Clabke.

Gov. Wilson Shannon, Shawnee Mission.
N. B.— I commend my family to your protection.

receives the following dispatch from

Gen. Strickler:

_
Camp AYakaeusa, December 4, Iboo.
from Gen. Richardson; and accompanied, I have the
found two hundred and
honor to inform you that I was in Lawrence yesterday, and
men in the town willing to bear arms
fifty men under arms, and about six hundred
In CampWakarusa there are now about two hundred and fifty
the officers.
-,.--

^

,

Sir: Inclosed

a dispatch

is

against

men under my command.

Very

respectfully,

H.

Gov. Shannon.

December

8,

1855.— The Governor

J.

SxEicKnEK, Com.

S. Division,

issued the following orders to

General Eichardson, Gen. Strickler, and Sheriff Jones:
Wakabusa, December

8,

Major

lf55.

You will repress all demonstrations of a disorderly character, and make no
movement except from me. If any attempt should be made on Lawrence without
Sie:

orders,

you

will use

tions an attack

your whole force to check

it.

In the present state of negotia-

on Lawrence would be wholly unjustifiable.
Your obedient servant,

Wilson Shannon.

Maj. Gen-1 Richardson.

Camp Wakabusa, December 8. 1S55.
resistance to the execution
Sie: Being fully satisfied that there wUl be no further
legal process in the county of
of the laws of this Territory, or to the service of any
north side, as near
Douglas, you are hereby ordered to cross the Kansas river to the
the same
Leconipton as you may find it practicable, with your command, and disband
may deem most convenient.
at such time and place and in such portions as you
Yours with great respect,
Wilson Shannon.
Gen-1 Eichardson.
Maj.

Kansas Territory, Camp Wakabusa, December

8.

1S55.

to the execution of
Sib: Being fully satisfied there wiU be no further resistance
process in the county of
the laws of the Territory, or to the service of any legal
time and place
Douglas, you are hereby ordered to disband your command at such
respect,
as you mav deem most convenient. Yours with great

Wilson Shannon.

General" Strickler.

Kansas Teeritoey, Camp Wakabusa, Dec. S, 1S55.
Having made satisfactory arrangements by which all legal process in your hands,
posse, you
ncrw or hereafter, may be served without the aid of your present

either

are hereby required to disband the same.
Yours, with great respect,
S. J. Jones, Sheriff of

Douglas county.

Wilson Shannon.
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receives the following letter

from Col. Sumner:

Headquarters First Cavalry.
Fort Leavenworth, Dec. 7,
Governor:

I

have received yours of the 5th and 6th instants.

I regret

I

1855.

)

extremely

disappoint you, but the more I reflect upon it. the more I am convinced that I
ought not to interpose my command between the two hostile parties in this Territory until I receive orders from the Government. We know that the whole matter
is now in the hands' of the Executive, and it is an affair of too much importance for
anyone to anticipate the action of the Government. I am momentarily expecting
to

and whenever they come I shall move instantly, by night or by day.
you find those people bent on attacking the town, I would respectfully suggest
that they might be induced to pause for a time on being told the orders of the General Government were expected every moment, and that there was no doubt that
these orders, framed from an enlarged view of the whole difficulty, would give general satisfaction and settle the matter honorably for both parties.
E. V. Sumner,
I am, Governor, with much respect, your obedient servant.
Colonel First Cavalry, Commnnding.
to receive orders,
If

His Excellency Wilson Shannon, Governor of Kansas.

Df.cember

11, 1855.

— The Governor

-writes to

the President as follows:

December 11, 1855.
you of the threatened difficulties in relation to the execution of the laws of this Territory in Douglas county
The excitement which then existed continued to increase, owing to the aggravated

Shawnee Mission.

Sib: In

my dispatch to

you of the 2Sth ultimo,

K. T.,

I advised

reports from Lawrence and that vicinity, in relation to the military preparations
that were being made to attack the sheriff, and resist the execution of the laws. The

excitement increased and spread, not only throughout this whole Territory, but was
to the utmost point of intensity in the whole of the upper portion of
some
Missouri. Armed men were seen rushing from all quarters towards Lawrence

worked up

—

defend the place, and others to demolish it. The orders I had issued to Major
General Eichardson and General Strickler had brought to the sheriff of Douglas
county a very inadequate force for his protection, when compared with the forces in
the town of Lawrence. Indeed, the militia of the Territory being wholly unorganized, no forces could be obtained except those who voluntarily tendered their aid to
the sheriff or to Generals Richardson and Strickler. The whole force in the Territory
thus obtained did not amount to move than three or four hundred men. badly armed,
and %vholly unprepared to resist the forces at Lawrence, which amounted at that
time to some six hundred men. all remarkably well armed with Sharp's rifles and
to

These facts becoming known across the line in the State of Missouri,
numbers of men from that State, in irregular bodies, rushed to the county of
Douglas, and many of them enrolled themselves in the sheriff's posse.
In this state of affairs I saw no way of avoiding a deadly conflict but to obtain
the use of the United States forces at Fort Leavenworth, and with that view I addressed you a telegraphic dispatch, and received on the 5th inst. your very prompt

other weapons.
large

and satisfactory reply of the tth inst., a copy of which I immediately transmittt d
by special dispatch to Col. Sumner, with the' request that he would accompany me
with his command to the scene of difficulty. In reply, I was informed that he would
immediately do so, having no di)ybt that in due time proper instructions would be
received

from the War Department.

both parties, convinced

me

that

my

Information, however, which I received from
presence was necessary to avoid a conflict, and

it

V.i'
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threatened hostilities, at
without waiting for Col. Sumner I repaired to the seat of
dispatch of this movement. On my
the same time advising Col. Sumner by special
me that upon
way to Lawrence I met a dispatch from Col. Sumner, informing
that he would not march with his
reflection he had changed his determination, and
that he
command until he had received orders from the proper department, but
came to hand.
would be ready to move with his command the moment such orders
Gen. Strickler, on the WakaI proceeded as rapidly as possible to tlie camp of
rusa, six miles east of Lawrence,

and arrived

in

camp about

three o'clock in the

Richardson had
the sixth instant. I found that Gen. Strickler and Gen.
respective commands
very judiciously adopted the policy of incorporating into their
This was done with the view of subjecting
all the irregular forces that had arrived.
acts or outthem to military orders and discipline, and to prevent any unlawful

morning of

on
The great danger to be apprehended was from an unauthorized attack
and had about one thouthe town of Lawrence, which was being strongly fortified,
artillery; while on
sand and fifty men, well armed, to defend it. with two pieces of
thousand men, many of them inthe other side' there were probably in aU near two
I found in the camp at
artillery.
differently armed, but having a strong park of
forces at LawWakarusa a deep and settled feeling of hostility against the opposing
it and
and apparently a fixed determination to attack that place and demolish

breaks.

rence,

seemed to be a universal opinion
the presses, and take possession of their arms. It
party in the Territory while
in camp that there was no safety in the law-and-order
ritlcs. an instrument used only
the other party were permitted to retain their Sharp's
for

war purposes.

and urging on
all the leading men in the Wakarusa camp,
of avoiding a conflict of arms, that such a step would probavery Union itself, I still found that
bly light the torch of civil war and endanger the
determination with many, to compel
there was a strong desire with all, and a fixed
After mingling with

them the importance

Believing that such a demand would
one could tell where it would end.
lead to a conflict, which if once commenced no
forces, I again wrote
and seeing no way to avoid it except by the aid of United States
special dispatch about
another communication to Col. Sumner, and sent it to him by
presence, a copy of which I
three o'clock on the morning of the 7th. requesting his
this place,
herewith, marked "E." I received no reply until my return to

the forces in Lawrence to give up their arms.

send you

had been arranged. I send you a copy of
Early on the morning of the 7th instant I repaired to the

after the difficulty

this reply,

camp

marked

'^F.'^

Lawrence, and
their forces, and had
found them busily engaged on their fortifications and drilling
appointed by the forces in Lawa full and satisfactory interview with the conamittee
far as the execution of the laws
rence in relation to the impending ditViculties. So
was concerned, we had no ditflculty in coming to a satisfactory understanding. It
was at once agreed that the laws of the Territory should have their regular C(mr3e,
to do so, test that question
that those who disputed them should, if they desired
at

and

th^' meantime no resistance should
in the judicial tribunals of the country: that in
Lawrence and vicinity were, when
be made to their due execution, and the citizens of
charged with their violation, and
called on. to aid in the arrest of anyone

properly

peace
to aid and assist in the preservation of the

and good order of society; while

gave them every assurance in my power that they should be protected
unlawful aggressions. It is proper that
in alltheir rights, and defended against all
majurity of them had always held and
I should say that they claimed that a large
entirely satisfied me that no
inculcated the same views. The assurance I received
that they had all fled; and
one against whom a writ was issued was then in Lawrence;
no one against whom a writ had
Thev were harboring, concealing or defending

on

my

that

part

I
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been issned; and that hereafter there would be no combined effort made to prevent
the service of any process in the county of Doughis.
This was entirely satisfactory, and all that had been desired. But. to satisfy the
forces that surrounded Lawrence, so that they could be induced to retire in order, was
the great difficulty to be overcome. To issue an order to the sheriff to disband his
posse, and to Generals Richardson and Strickler to disband their forces, would have
been to let loose this large body of men, who would have been left without control to
follow the impulse of their feelings, which evidently was to attack and disarm the
people of Lawrence. Early on the morning of the 8th. through the influence of
some leading men, I procured thirteen of the leading captains in the Wakarusa camp
to be appointed a committee to confer with a committee from the Lawrence camp.
to meet at Franklin, midway between the two hostile forces. I proceeded to the

Lawrence camp, and returned to Franklin in the evening with the committee, when the
proposed interview took place. This interview, which lasted for some time, resulted
in producing a better state of feeling; and the committee from the Wakarusa camp
were satisfied to retire without doing anything more, and so reported to the army.
This, with the active exertions of myself and others, produced a better feeling among
the men, and by daylight on the morning of the 9th I felt I could with safety order
the forces to disband, and accordingly did so. They retired in order, and refrained
from any act of violence; but it was evident that there was a sUent dissatisfaction at
the course I had taken. But I was conscious I was right, and that my course would
be sanctioned alike by the dictates of humanity and sound policy. I returned to
Lawrence on the 9th, and remained until the morning of the 10th; when everything
remained quiet and safe, I returned to this place.
Everything is quiet now, but it is my duty to say to you frankly that I have forebodings as to the future. The militia or volunteer corps cannot be relied upon to
preserve the peace in these civil-party contests, or where partisans are concerned.

A

call

ou the mditia

will generally

bring in conflict the two parties.

I

am

satistied

that the only force that can be used in this Territory in enforcing the laws or preI would suggest
on the forces of the United

serving the peace are those of the United Slates; and with this view
that the Executive of this Territory be authorized to call

and tranquility, or the execution of the
Should there be an outbreak it will most probably be sudden, and before orders can be obtained from Washington the crisis will
have passed.
I send you herewith copies of various affidavits, letters, &c., which will give you
some information in detail touching the subject-matter of this dispatch.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
Wilson Shan.non.
States when, in his judgment, the public peace

laws,

To

may

require their assistance.

his Excellency Franklin Pierce.

—

December 24, 1855. Resignation of John W. Kavanaugh, as Jiistico
of the Peace for the county of Shawnee, received.
December

27, 1855.

— Commission

issued to J.

W.

Eadcliff,

a.s

Clerk of

the Board of County Commissioners for the county of Madison.

Commissions issued to James A. Ilendrick and F. S. ilamihon, as JusPeace for the county of Madison.
Commissions issued to John Evans and James Munkres, as Constables for
the county of ^Madison.

tices of the
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Commission issued

G. M. Symcoc, as Treasurer for the county of Mad-

to

ison.

Conmiission issued to Jefferson Pigmau, as Assessor for the county of ^ladison.

Commission issued

to

Thomas N.

Shawnee.
Commission issued
Shawnee.

to

Benjamin

Commission issued

to

J.

Newsom,

Edward Hoagland,

township of Tecumseh,

in the

Commission issued

Wm.

to

Stinson, as Treasurer for the county of

as Assessor for the

as Justice of the

county of

Peace

for the

county of Shawnee.
P. Tuttle, as Justice of the Peace for the town-

ship of Tecumseh, in the county of Shawnee.

Commission issued

Wm.

to

P. Akins, as Justice of the Peace for

Yocum

township, in the county of Shawnee.

Commission issued

cum

to

John W. Skidmore,

as Justice of the

Peace fjr Yo-

township, in the county of Shawnee.

Decembjcr

28, 1855.

— Commission

Administrator for Doniphan county,

Commission issued

to J. B. ^latlock, as

the county of Doniphan, vice

toWm.

Commission issued

James Mathews, as Public
Foreman, resigned.
Constable for Iowa township, in

issued to

vice

Pateet, resigned.

Flenn, as Justice of the Peace for Iowa town-

Doniphan, vice
Lewis, resigned.
Henry Bcauchamp, as Justice of the Peace
the county of Doniphan.

ship, in the county of

Commission issued
township, in

to

—

January 2, 1856. Commission issued
Peace for the county of Lykens.

January
for

to

for Wayne

Ludwell Evans, Justice of the

—

14, 1856.
Commission issued to James H.
Washington township, in the county of Doniphan,

^Merrill,
t-ice

Constable

Johnson,

resigned.

Commissions issued
Peace

for

to B. F.

Bourbon county;

Thomson and Branham Hill, Justices of the
Alexander Howard and William Mofflit,

also to

Constables for said county of Bourbon.

—

January 25, 1856. Commission issued to Larkin Ellison, Justice of
the Peace for Shannon township, in the county of Atchison, vice J. C. Mannion,

who

failed to qualify.

Commission issued to Junius T. Hereford, Assessor
Atchison, vice Samuel S. Walters, who failed to qualify.
Commission issued to Henry Kuhn, County Surveyor
Atchison.

for the county of

for the county of
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Shannon township,

January
for the

26,

to

Ill

Alexander E. Mayhevv, Justice of the Peace

in the

for

county of Atchison.

1856.— Commission

issued to Westley Garrett, as Treasurer

county of Douglas.

Ja>-uary

28,

1856.— Commission

issued to Bennett

Burnam,

as

County

Surveyor for the county of Leavenworth.

February 1, 1856.— Commissions issued to the officers of a company of
" Kickapoo
volunteer militia, in the county of Leavenworth, called the
Rangers," as follows
To John W. Martin, Captain;
:

W. H.

Elliot, First

Lieutenant; D.

A.y.

Grover, Second Lieutenant; and M. P. Riveley, Third Lieutenant.
Commission issued to James B. Blake, Coroner for the county of Leavenworth.

February 5, 1856.— Commission issued to Peter Crockett, Justice of the
Peace for Lawrence township, in the county of Douglas.
Commission issued to J. X. Hargus, Justice of the Peace for Louisiacii
township, in the county of Douglas.
Commission issued

to

Edward Chapman,

Assessor for the county of

Douglas.

February

1856.— Commission

8,

issued to Daniel Dofflemyer, Justice

of the Peace for the county of Johnson.

Commission issued

to Isaac Parish, Sheriff^ of the

county of Johnson, ri«

B. F. Johnson, resigned.

February 12, 1856.— Commission issued to Christopher C. Redman.
Leavenworth.
Justice of the Peace for Delaware township, in the county of
February

29,

1856.— Commission

issued to C.

H.

Price, Justice of ihe

Peace for the county of Anderson.
Commission issued to Thomas Totten, Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners for the county of Anderson.
Commission issued to C. H. Price, County Treasurer for the county of
Anderson.

Commissions issued to the following officers of a volunteer militia comin the county of Atchi>on
To J. H. Stringfellow, Captain R. S. Kelley, First Lieutenant A. J. G.
Westbrook, Second Lieutenant; and J. H. Blassingame, Third Lieutemiiit.

pany

:

;

:

March 1, 1856.— Resignation of Robert M. Clark, as Colonel of the Fits:
Regiment, Northern Division, Kansas Militia, received.
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Commission issued

to

John Waitman, County Commissioner

for

Ander-

son county, vice F. P. Brown, declined.

Commission issued to D. McCammon, Sheriff of Anderson county,
Anderson Kice, declined.

vice

—

Maecii 4, 1856. Commission issued to Thomas J. Payne, Justice of the
Peace for Walnut township, in the countv of Atchison.
Commission issued to ISIilton Utt, as Justice of the Peace for Wolf Paver
township, in the county of Doniphan.

Commission issued

Alfred R. Bailey, Constable for Walnut township, in

to

the county of Atchison.

Commission issued

Thomas Counelley, County Surveyor

to

for the county

of Douglas.

Commission issued
Douglas county.

Commission issued

to S. J.

Waful, as Constable

in

Lecompton township,

^

R. B. Nelson, as Justice of the Peace in Lecompton

to

township, Douglas county.

Commission issued
Douglas county.
Commission issued

to

Jackson Crockett, Constable

to

Andrew

J. Sparr, Justice of the

township, Douglas county.

March

in

Lawrence township,
Peace in Louisiana
•

*

'

—

Commission issued to Joseph Kellogg, Notary Public
Leavenworth.
Commission issued to William Barbee, Notary Public for the county of
Leavenworth.
5,

1856.

for the county of

Makch 7, 1856.— Commission issued to William J. Sinclair, as Commissioner of Deeds for the Territory of Kansas in the State of New York.
Commission issued to Seth Smith, Commissioner of Deeds for the Territory of

Kansas

Maech
in the

in the State of Lidiana.

21, 1856.

— Commission

issued to

John M. Vance, Notary Public

county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued

to

Alexander

S.

Gray, Conmiissioner of Deeds

for

Kan-

sas Territory in the State of Wisconsin.

Commission issued
in the

to

William Helm. Constable forWakarusa township,

county of Douglas.

Commission issued to Wm. E. Brown, Justice of the Peace for Delaware
township, in the county of Leavenworth.

March

22, 1856.

— Commission

issued to

John H. Tate, Justice of the

Peace for Johnson township, in the county of Linn.
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William Hays, Justice of the Peace

for Scott town-

county of Linn.
Commission issued to Joshua Slieek, Justice of the Peace for Scott town-

ship, in the

county of Linn.

ship, in the

Commission issued

to

William

Smit'i, Justice of the

Peace fur Richland

township, in the county of Linn.

Commission issued

to

Zebediah Leasure, Constable for Scott township,

in

the county of Linn.

March

24, 1856.

— Commission issued

to

James Armstrong, Justice of the

Peace for the county of Lykens.
Commission issued to P. T. Gloves, Justice of the Peace for Johnson
township, in the county of Linn.
Commission issued to Elisha Tucker, Coroner for the county of Linn.
Commission issued to Joseph Bowin, Justice of the Peace for Scott township, in the county of Linn.

Commission issued to Joseph D. Wilmot, Clerk of the Board of County
Commissioners for the county of Linn.
Commission issued to James :\I. Howell, Constable for Johnson township.
in the county of Linn.

Commission issued

to

James P. Fox, County Treasurer

for the county of

Linn.

Commission issued

to T.

E. Means, Justice of the Peace for Kichland

township, in the county of Linn.

Commission issued

to

E. Bradford, Justice of the Peace for Eiehland town-

ship, in the county of Linn.

Commission
Linn county.

March

25,

issued to J.

M. Hampton, Constable

1856.— Commission

for

Richland township, in

issued to Stephen B. Williams, Sheriti^.f

Riley county.

March 26, 1856.— Commission
Shawnee county.
March

27,

issued to E. Hoagland,

1856.— Commissions

Notary Public

issued to the following-named

otiicei-s,

for Jefferson county:

To Plenry Owens, County Commissioner.
:M. Christoson, Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners.

W.

F. Dyer, County Treasurer.

Wm.
T. A.

Sprague, Assessor for the county.
Chapman, Coroner for the county.
in Osawkee township.
Osawkee township.

D. R. Sprague, Justice of the Peace
J.

R. Beegle, Constable

Wm.
J.

in

Meredith, Justice of the Peace in Slough Creek township.
in Slough Creek township.

H. C. Hopewell, Constable

for

i

I

lio'.)

-
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March

31, 1856.

— Commission

issued to

"Wm. H. Harris, County Com-

missioner for Xemtiha countv.

—

April

Commission issued to John Pierait, Justice of the Peace
8, 1856.
Franklin township, in the county of Doughis.
Commission issued to J. C. Evans, Justice of the Peace for Wakaru^a

for

township, in

tlie

county of Douglas.

Commission issued

Stephen Livingston, Justice of the Peace for La^v-

to

rence township, in the county of Douglas.

—

April 15, 1856. Commission issued to Wilson Roberts, Justice of the
Peace for Leavenworth township, in the county of Leavenworth.
Commission issued to John ]M. Taylor, Justice of the Peace for Leavenworth township,

April

19,

county of Leavenworth.

in the

1856.

— Commission

issued

to

"Wm.

J. Preston,

Lieutenant

Colonel, Second Regiment, Southern Division, Kansas Militia.

Commission issued to W'm. F. Donaldson, Adjutaut of the Second Regiment, Southern Division, Kansas Militia.
Commission issued to Dr. B. C. Brooke, Surgeon of the Second Regiment,
Southern Division, Kansas Militia.
Commission issued to George H. Cole, Major of the Second Regiment,
Southern Division, Kansas Militia.
Commission issued to John Shannon, Quartermaster Second Regiment,
Southern Division, Kansas Militia.
Commission issued

to

John

to

A. Macauley, Notary Public for the county of

RifTel,

Second Lieutenant Company A,

Lecompton Guards.
Commission issued
Leavenworth.

Commission issued

to

Anderson Caslcc, Coroner

for the

county of Ander-

son.

Commissions issued

to the

following-named

Mounted Rifles," a volunteer militia company,
To George AV. Clarke, Captain.

Wm.

officers

in the

of the '-TustunuirLree

county of Douglas

:

C. Webster, First Lieutenant.

Thompson, Second Lieutenant.
O. H. Brown, Third Lieutenant.
Commission issued to John Donaldson, Captain Companv A, " Lecomi>
J. C.

ton Riflemen."

—

April 20, 1856. Gov. Shannon addressed the following letter to Col.
E. V. Sumner, at Fort Leavenworth:
Coi-.

SuMNEB—5iV;

I

Executive Oi-FioE, Lecompton. K. T.. April 20. IS.'o.
have been duly advised by Samuel J. Jone#, sheriff of Duu^having a warrant in his hands against a man bv

las county, in this Territory, that,
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of S. N. Wood, he proceeded to the town of Lawrence on yesterday and ar-

some twenty
men, and that he was unable to retake him. Having obtained warrants against several of those engaged in said rescue, he proceeded this day to the town of Lawrence
with a civil posse of five men, with the view of recapturing the said Wood, and arresting the other parties against whom he had warrants, but was again resisted, and
unable to recapture Wood, or take any of the parties against whom he had warrants.
He has called upon me for a competent posse to enable him to execute the legal process in his hands. Knowing the irritated feelings that exist between the two parties
in this Territory, growing out of their former difficulties, and being exceedingly desirous to avoid the effusion of blood, or any cause or excuse for further conflict or
disturbance, I have thought it most advisable to call on you for an officer and six
rested him, but that he was immediately rescued out of his hands by

and aid him in the execution of the legal process in
be sufficient to overpower any force or persons against
whom the sheriff holds warrants, and I will not anticipate resistance beyond this at
present. To call on any of the citizens of the county to accompany the sheriff and

men

to

accompany the

his hands.

This force

sheriff
will

aid in overpowering the resistance on the part of the defendants, that is anticipated,
would most probably lead to a conflict which, when once commenced, it is difficult to
foresee where it might end, but in the use of the U. S. troops, no personal or party
feelings can exist on either side, and their presence will most likely command obedience to the laws. I have to ask you, therefore, to detach to this place immediately
an officer with six men to aid and assist the sheriff of this county in the execution of
I have the honor to be, your most ob't svt..
the warrants in his hands.
Wilson Shannon.
(Signed)

—

April 22, 1856. Commissions issued to tlie following-named officer? of
a volunteer company in the county of Douglas, called the " Willow Springs
Company:"
To J. P. Saunders,

Captain.

Wilson Luck, First Lieutenant.
John Hauchcr, Second Lieutenant.
Commission issued to John H. Stringfellow, Colonel First Regiment, First
Brigade, Northern Division, Kansas Militia.
Commission issued to Wm. F. Donaldson, iVssessor for Douglas county,
.

vice

,

,..

E. Chapman, resigned.

Commission issued

to

Rawley Hopper, Constable

for

Lawrence township.

in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued

to

Robert C. Bishop, Clerk of the Board of County

Commissioners for Douglas county,

April
Col.

25, 1856.

— Governor

vice

James Christian,

Shannon addressed

resigned.

the following letter to

Sumner:

— Sir:

Executive Office, Lecompton, K.

T..

April 25,

18r>C.

persons against whom writs have been
issued and placed in the hands of the sheriff of this county, and who have not been
taken, have secreted themselves or fled, so that for the present no further arrests can
be made.
Col. Sumner

I

am

satisfied that the

iiif'J<:r(;>

.i:i-;;ri
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Nevertheless I deem it prudeut to have a military posse or guard of thirty
men
stationed at this place and subject to my orders, to act in case of an
emergency.
I would therefore request that you furnish me with
such a guard from your

com-

mand,

to be used as a sheriffs posse

and to preserve the peace, as occasion may
have no further requisition to make on you at present, but would respectfully reciuest you to hold your command in readiness
to act at a moment's warning.
if required by me to enforce the laws and
preserve the peace.
require.

I

Yours, with great respect.

(Signed)

April

27, 18."56.—

Commissions issued

Wilson Shannon.

to the following officers in Jeffer-

son county:

To Henry

INIarshall, Justice of the Peace for Jefferson to\ynship.
Robert Grunt, Constable for the same township.
Gant Cozim, Surveyor for the county.

S. L. Jones, Justice of the Peace for Osawkee
township.
Samuel Johnson, Justice of the Peace for Gra.sshopper Falls town-

ship.

Joseph Haddicks, Constable for the san*e township.

April

29, 18o6.— Commission issued to Henry Cox, Justice
of the Peace
Timber Hill township, in the county of Bourbon.
Commission issued to James Smith, Constable for the county of
Bourbon.

for

April 30, 185G.— Commission issued to William C. Ford, Commissioner
of Deeds for Kansas Territory in the State of ^J'ew York.

May

1,

1856.— Commissions

issued to the following officers in the county

of Riley:

To

E. G. Hinton, Constable of

Wm.

Dyer township.

Gillaspie, Justice of the

Henry Bishop, Constable
Commissions issued

of

Peace for the same towjiship.

Dyer township.

to the following officers in

Davis county, attached

to

Riley

To

C. L. Sanford, Justice of the

Peace for :\rcDowell townshij).
Lafayette 0. Oliver, Constable of Douglas township.

May
^

4,

1856.— Commission issued to David W. Hutchinson, CommisKansas Territory in the State of Pennsylvania.

sioner of Deeds for

May 5, 1856.— Commission issued to Thomas Van Ada, Justice of the
Peace for Wyandotte township, in the county of Leavenworth.
Commission issued to Benjamin Johnson, justice of the Peace
for Wyandotte township, in the county of Leavenworth.
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Commissions issued to the following officers in the county of Calhoun:
To Perry Fleshman, Assessor of said county.

Anthony Wilson, Treasurer of

said county.

Raleigh J. Fulton, Sheriff for said county,

May 9,

185G.

— Commissions issued

vice

James

T. Wilson, resigned.

to the following officers in

B and C, of the First Brigade, Southern Division, Kansas
To J. H. Arbuckle, Captain Company B.
G. T. Johnson, First Lieutenant Company B.
Joseph Goodyn, Second Lieutenant Company B.
Samuel Boone, Third Lieutenant Company B.
Wm. B. Eubanks, Captain Company C.
Wm. S. Ferguson, First Lieutenant Company C.
James Armstrong, Second Lieutenant Company C.

May

9,

1856.

— Commission

issued to

Commission issued
Doniphan.

May

10,

to

13,

Cassedy, Commissioner
Jersey.

L. McArthur, Notary Public for the county of

185G.— Commission issued

ment, Northern Division, Kansas

May"

W.
New

George

of Deeds for Kansas Territory in the State of

companies

Militia:

1856.— Conmiissioils

to

E. L. Yates, Major Third Regi-

^tlilitia.

issued to the following officers of the North-

evn Division, Kansas Militia:

To

T. J. Calhoun, Surgeon's ]N[ate, Third Regiment.

John Vanderhost, Sergeant Major, Third Regiment.
J. H. Blassingame, Lieutenant Colonel, Third Regiment.
Robert

De

Treville,

Captain of Palmetto

Rifles, of the

county of

Atchison, in the Third Regiment.

R. D. White, First Lieutenant, Palmetto

Rifles.

A. F. Morrall, Second Lieutenant, Palmetto Rifles.
K. T. Palmer, Third Lieutenant, Palmetto Rifles.

W.

S.

Brewster, Quartermaster, Third Regiment.

F. G. Palmer, Adjutant, Tiiird Regiment.
J. P. Carr,

Paymaster, Third Regiment.

G. F. Larcy, Surgeon, Third Regiment.

—

Ma\' 20,1856. Commissions issued to the officers of the Volunteer Company in Doniphan county, called tlie "Doniphan Tigers," as follows:
To Alex. H. Dunning, Captain.

Wm.

Sublett, First Lieutenant.

Chas. M. Thompson, Second Lieutenant.
Sylvester Hudson, Third Ijieutenant.
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May

20, 1856.

— Commissions issued

the Atchison Guard, a volunteer

to the

following-named

company of cavalry,

in the

officers,

of

county of Atchi-

son:

To A.
K.

May

J.

W.

J.

Frederick, Captain.
Stringfelluw, First Lieutenant.

S. Kelley,

21, 1856.

Col. Sumnek

Second Lieutenant.

— Gov. Shannon writes to Col. Sumner, as follows:
Executive Office. Lecompton, K.

— Sir:

T.,

Mav

21. 185o.

The United States Marshal has made all the arrests in Lawrence that can in his judgment now be made, and dismissed his pcsse. The ;hcri5
has also got through making arrests on warrants in his hands, and I presume bv this
time has dismissed his posse. In view of the excitement and present state of feeling in the county, and for the purpose of securing the safety of the citizens, b^^th
in person and property, as well as to aid in the execution of the laws and preservation of the peace in the Territory, I think it necessary to have stationed at or rear
Lawrence, one company of United States troops
a like company at or near this
place, and a like company at or near Topeka.
I have therefore to ask yon to detach from your command three companies, one to be stationed at or near each place
above designated. It is important that this should be done with as little deLiy as
possible.
Some three or four arrests have been made by the United States Marshal

—

of persons charged by the Grand Jury of the United States District Court with. the
crime of high treason. Bills of a similar character have been fotmd in the sAme

court against others.

The armed organization

would seem to be broken up for the
Lawrence is concerned, but there is danger that this
formidable organization may show itself at some other point unless held in check by
the presence of a force competent to put it down.
The only force that I feel safe in using in the civil commotions is the troops of
the United States, and by a prompt and judicious location of these troops at prouer
points in the Territory. I feel confident that order will be restored, the supremacy of
the laws maintained, and a civil war prevented.
With great respect and esteem,
(Signed)
Wilson Shanxox.
to resist the laws

present, as far as the town of

May

27,

1856.— The following

letter

was forwarded

to Col.

Sumner bv

express

Executive Office. Lecompion, K. T.. May 27. l.S,"iO.
Col. Sumxee: I received, last night about twelve o'clock, reliable information bv
from Osawatomie, in the county of Franklin, that on last Saturday night iive persons had been taken out of their houses and cruelly murdered: that
it seems to be a regular system of private assassination which the Free-State party
a special dispatch

had adopted toward their opponents.
Under these circumstances, I am compelled to send into that county Capt. W,;<.d
and his whole command, who is stationed at Lawrence, leaving that place without
any force. I have to ask you. therefore, to send me two more companies, with d:-ections for

them

to

camp

at or

near Lawrence until they receive further orders.
Yours, with great respect.

(Signed)

Wirsox Shaxxox.
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28,

1856.— Commission

issued to

jjc)

Thomas M. Crowder, Notary Pub-

the county of Douglas.

Comraissiou is.sued to Vincent Jones, Justice of the Peace for
ant township, in the county of Atchison.

Mount

Pleas-

Commission issued to James C. Beeson, Constable for :Mount
Pleasant
township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to James X. Bradley, Justice of the Peace for
AValnut
township, in the county of Atchison.
Commission issued to :Martin T. Baily, Justice of the Peace for
township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued
i-liij),

in the

to

Edward Wylie, Constable

for

Walnut

Grasshopper town-

county of Atchison.

.May 31, 1856.— Commission issued to John C. Sims, Tax Assessor
Shawnee county, with the counties of Waller and Richardson attached.
.luxK

1,

1856.— Governor Shannon

writes to Col.

Sumner

for

as follows;

Executive Office, Lecomptox. K. T., June 1, 1856.
Col. SuMNEK— .SVr; I desire to obtain from you two
more companies one to
strengthen Captain Xewby at Lawrence, the other Captain Wood
in Franklin county,
south of Lawrence. Both these commands are too
weak to deal with the armed
bodies of Lawless men by which they are surrounded.
Major Sedgwick will communicate to you more detailed information
as to what

—

has transpired.

Yours, with great respect,

(Signed)

Wilson Shannon.

June 3, 1856.— Commission issued to Julius Pomeroy, Commissioner of
Deeds for Kansas Territory in the State of New York.
Commi-ssion issued to Thomas Boyles, Commissioner of Deeds for
Kansas
Territory in the State of Tennessee.

Commission issued

to

John A. Lynch, Commissioner of Deeds

for Kansa.s

Territory in the State of Ohio.

Commission issued to Louis Trumble, Constable for the county of ^larshail.
Commission issued to William Saundei-s, Justice of the Peace for 31arshall county.

Comraissiou issued to Jarson :\Iasterson, Clerk of the Board
of Countv
Commissioners for Linn county, vice Joseph Wilmot, resigned.
^

Jlxe

4,

1856.

—

— Governor Shannon

to

Colonel Sumner:

Executive Office, Lecompton. K.

T..

June

4. lSr>C,.

Col. Sumnee
67r; I desire to have carried out the following
plan, with the view
of preserving the peace and good
order of this Territory:

A detachment of troops to be stationed at or near the
town of Franklin, to
from attacks which have been repeatedly threatened, and for the
I'urpose of repelling any armed fcrce which
may approach from below with the view
1st.

I'rotect that place

«'f

attackmg the
9

citizens of Lawrence.

Xi

V
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A

similar detachment to be stationed at or near Mr. Lehay's. which

miles up the
8d.

A

Wakarusa

valley

is ei<^ht

from Franklin.

similar detachment to be stationed at or near Mr. Buckley's, at Hick'.Tv

Point, about eight miles distant

A

4th.

from Blanton's Bridge.
similar detachment to be stationed at or near St. Bernard, in the southern

part of this (Douglas) county.
Directions have already been given to Capt

mand

Wood

to station a portion of his

com-

at this place.

5th. A detachment of troops to be sent forthwith to Palmyra, or the place where
the difficulty occurred the day before yesterday, with orders to disperse all armed
bodies of men who are threatening the peace of the country, and who are not organized under the law. They should be compelled to give up to the owners all horses or

other property taken or pressed into their service, to discharge and set at liberty
all prisoners by them taken and held, and if they refuse to disperse,
force should be
used to compel them to do so. and they should be deprived of their arms. All armed
bodies of men not acting under the law should be dispersed, and if they reassemble,

disarmed.

This is not applicable to citizens organized into military bodies under
the law, and legally called out, or to those who in good faith have associated
themselves together merely to repel a threatened attack

not for any aggressive

on themselves or property, and

act.

6th. All notices given to citizens or persons found in the Territory to leave
the
country or their houses, or any particular locality, are to be considered and treated
as violations of law, as tending to breaches of the peace, and to excite
violence and

disorder.
7th. In

carrying out the above plan, no distinction or inquiry is to be made as to
all parties and persons are to be treated alike under
like circum-

the party, but
.

stances.
8th. All law-abiding citizens, no matter to what party they may belong,
muf t be
protected in their persons and property, and all military organizations to resist
the
execution of the laws or to disturb the peace and good order of the community msst

be dispersed.

Yours with respect,

Wilson Shannon.

(Signed)

Governor Shannon

to Col.

Sumner:

Executive Depabtment, Lecompton, K. T., June 4, 1S56.
Col. Sumner— 6Yr.- It is said there are about three hundred Free-State men
in
Prairie City, fortified and prepared to fight. Captain Pate and some
twenty or
thirty prisoners are said to be confined at this place.
This place is near PalmVra.
and a little south of the Santa F^ road. Yours, &c..
(Signed)

Wilson Shannon.

PROCLAMATION.

By

the

Governor of the Territory of Kansas.

Whereas, information has been received by us that armed bodies of men
exist in
different parts of this Territory, who have committed and threatened
to commit acts
of lawless violence on peaceable and unoffending citizens
taking them prisoners,
despoihng them of their property, and threatening great personal violence:

—

It appearing, also, that armed combinations have been
formed for the avowed
purpose of resisting the execution of the Territorial laws and preventing
the txecution of any process by the officers of this Territory;
It appearing further, that individuals, as well as
associated bodies of men. have

assumed

to themselves the

power of notifying

citizens of the Territorv to leav- their

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.

joj

some cases to quit the country, under threats of inflicting severe penon those who do not comply:
Now. therefore. I.Wilson Shannon, Governor of the Territory of Kansas, do issue this

abodes, and in
alties

my

proclamation, to

command all

persons belonging to military organizations within
by the laws thereof, to disperse and retire peaceably
and to warn all such persons that these military ortraniza-

this Territory, not authorized

to their respective abodes;

tions for such purposes are illegal, and, if necessary, will be dispersed
by the military force placed by the President of the United States at my disposal
for the
purpose of preserving the peace and enforcing the laws of the Territory; that steps

have been taken to disperse all unlawful military combinations which are threatening
the peace of the country and the good order of society, and to disarm
them should
they reassemble. All civil officers of the Government are required to be vigilant
in
enforcing the laws against such offenders and in protecting the citizens, both
in
their persons and property, against all violence and wron^-.
I further declare that all notices given to citizens, or persons

found in the Terriany particular locality, are unauthorized
tending to breaches of the peace and violence

tory, to leave the same, or their houses, or

by law and highly reprehensible,
and disorder.

as

I further declare that all law-abiding" citizens of the Territory, without regard
to
party names or distinctions, must be protected in their persons and property; and
that all military organizations to resist the execution of the laws of the Territory,

or to disturb the peace thereof,

must be dispersed; and all aggression from without
That the military force placed unde.r the control
Territory is amply sufficient to enforce the laws and to

the Territory must be repelled.

of the Executive of this

protect the citizens in their rights.
I farther declare that in carrying out this proclamation, no distinction
or inquiry
is to be made as to party, but aU persons of all parties are
to be treated alike under
like circumstances.

"Obedience to the laws and consequent security of the citizens of Kansas, are
primary objects; and all lawless violence within the Territory, in whatever form it
may manifest itself, must be repressed;" and the proclamation of the President of
the United States of the 11th of February last will be strictly enforced;
and a
requisition has been

made on

Col.

Sumner

for a sufficient military force to insure

obedience to this proclamation.

on all good citizens to aid and assist in preserving peace, repressing vioand in bringing offenders to justice, and in maintaining the supremacy of

I call
lence,

the law.
I

SEAL

1

^^

testimony whereof,

I

have hereunto set my hand and caused to be
day of June, 1856.

affixed the seal of the Territory, this 4th

By

the Governor:

Wilson Shannon.

Danl. Woodson.

Gov. Shannon

Secretary.

to Col.

Sumner:

ExECUTiVK Office, Lecompton, K. T., June '4. 18".6.
have just received reliable information from Franklin, that
that place was attacked last night by a body of armed men numbering
about one hundred and fifty, and that one man in Franklin was mortally wounded and some live or
Col.

Sumneb— S"/)-:

I

six taken prisoners.

have also reliable information that the house of Lehay's is to be attacked toand a messenger has been sent in for aid.
Unless prompt measures are taken, the citizens of the Wakarusa valley will ail be
butchered by this lawless band of assassins. The troops must move
or the
I

night,

at once,
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people will rise in mass to defend themselves and their friends, and Missouri will
pour into this Territory her thousands.
I do hope you will adopt prompt measures to put a stop to these outrages
to defend Franklin and Lehay"s house.
Any delay in planting the military posts at the places I have designated will lead
to fearful cDuseijuences
a few days' delay will supersede the necessity.
The proclamation is being set up; I will send you a number of copies.
Yours with respect,
(Signed)
Wilson Shannos.
N. B.
The bearer of this will pilot a detachment to Lehay's house. This is one
of the places where I proposed to station a detachment of troops.
It seems these lawless men attack and shoot down our citizens in view of the U. S.

—

—

—

troops.

Gov. Shuiinou
Col. SuiiNER

to Col.

— Sir:

Sumner:
Executive Office. June !, 1S5G.
is deputy sheriff of this county,

Col. Preston, the bearer of this,

and win accompany the command, so as to be ready to act as circumstances may require. We have no deputy marshal that can go.
Dr. Wood, if he can obtain a horse, will go along as a pilot.
The young man who came in from Lehay's understands localities tolerably well.
Yours,
(Signed)

JuN'E

Deeds

8,

for

June

Wilson Shannon.

—

1856.
Commission issued to John AV. Magill, Commissioner of
Kansas Territory in the State of Illinois.

14, 1856.

— The

Governor addressed the following

letter to Col.

Sumner:
Executive OyricE. June 14. 1S5C.
send you two capies of the proclamation
all I can find.
The complaints of robberies on the roads nearWestport are distressing. I hope
you will clear those roads, and drive these people back at once.
Yours, <Src.,
Col. SviiSEii —Sir:

—

I

(Signed)

June

13, 1856.

— Commissions

Wilson Shannon.

issued to the following-named

officei-s

for

the county of ^Marshall:

To James

'M. McCloskey, Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners.
George F. Hubbard, Sherifi', vice Clarke, deceased.
Lewis Harding, Justice of the Peace.
William B. Hubbard, Constable.
AVilliam A. Glenn, Assessor for the county.-

Claries M. Greever, County Treasurer.
M. L. Duncan, County Commissioner, vice

Cramer, who

is

not in

the county.

—

June 19, 1856. Commission issued to David Wilson, Justice of the
Peace for Half-Day township, in the county of Calhoun.

,»

.;,i'i

-.-^,ri,
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to Col.

12^^

Sumner:

Executive Office, June 23. 18.")G.
compelled to visit St. Louis on official business, which
can no longer be postponed. I will be absent probably about ten days, but I will
return as soon as my official duties will permit. In the meantime, I deem it of the
utmost importance that the whole of your disposable force should be stationed at
suitable points in that portion of the Territory which has been most disturbed, and
Col.

which

Sumneb

is still

— Sir:

am

I

threatened with further disturbance.

Your knowledge of the country and the difficulties which have heretofore existed,
will enable you to dispose of your command so as to be most effective in preserving
the peace. It is important, I think, to retain one company midway between Lawrence and Franklin —-one near Palmyra or Hickory Point, one in the Osawatomie
country, and to station two companies at Topeka previous to the 4th of July next,
the time fixed for the reassembling of the Legislature under what is called the FreeState Constitution.
It is

doubtful whether this pretended legislative body will reassemble, as many of
But it is true on the other hand,

the Free-State party are hostile to such a step.

who are zealously urging the members of that
proximo, and enact a code of laws, to be at once put in
force at all hazards. Now should this policy be adopted in the present excitable
state of the country, I have no hesitation iii believing that it would produce an outbreak more fearful by far in its consequences than any we have heretofore witnessed.
The peace and quiet which now prevail throughout the whole Territory would be
destroyed for the time being, and the whole country greatly agitated. These unfortunate results must be avoided, if possible. I need not say to you that if this

that there are a

number

body to meet on the

legislative

of that party

4;th

body should reassemble on the Ith proximo, that those within and without
who desire to bring about a conflict of arms between the two parties,

the Territory

would eagerly avail themselves of such an occasion to reorganize their military
companies and commence hostilities against their political opponents. Indeed, it
is impossible to doubt that if this body meets, enacts laws and seeks to enforce
them, that civil war will be the inevitable result. Two governments cannot exist at
one and the same time in this Territory in practical operation. One or the other
must be overthrown, and the struggle between the equal government established by
Congress and that by the Topeka Constitution, would result in a civil war. the fearful
consequences of which no one can foresee. Should this body reassemble and enact
laws, (and they can have no other object in meeting.) they will be an illegal body,
threatening the peace of the whole country, and therefore should be dispersed.
Their meeting together as legislators and enacting or attempting to enact laws,
will be in direct violation of an express statute.
I beg leave to call your attention
to the

23d section, at page 280, of the Territorial Statutes.

That section provides:

"That if any person shall take upon himself any office or public trust in this Territory, aiul exercise any power ttv do any act appertaining to such office or trust, without a lawful appointment or
deputation, he shall, upon couviction, be ailjndged giiilty of a misdemeanor, and punished by a line
not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding one year.'
It will not be claimed that the members of this so-called Legislative Assembly have
any lawful "appointment," or "deputation": that is, that they were elected or appointed in pursuance to any law. The organic act prescribes the mode by which the
members of the Legislative Assembly shall be elected. &c. There is no pretense that
Ihese
the body in question derives its power or its existence from the organic act.
men have therefore no ''lawful appointment." and if they exercise the functions of

legislators within this Territory they violate the provisions of the above-recited act.
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body, assuming
and as such, -when The
they obviously do in this case, ihey

There can be no mistake, therefore, in considering them an
the office of legislators in

tliis

illegal

Territory, in violation of law;

peace and tran(;[uility of the country require it. as
should be dispersed.
Should, therefore, this pretended legislative body meet as proposed, you will disperse them, peaceably if you can, forcibly if necessary.
Should they reassemble at

some other place,
The civil

or at the

same

place,

you

will

take care that they are again dis-

authorities will be instructed to cooperate with you.

persed.

if it is

found

necessary, in order to break up this illegal body and to institute proceedings against

members under

the several

such step
If

will

rumor

is

the above statute.

But

it is

hoped and believed that no

be required.
to be credited, there

is

danger that armed aggressive parties may enter

the northern part of the Territory, with the view of sustaining this pretended legislative body,

and the

part^-

who

are resisting the execution of the Territorial laws.

Instructions heretofore given and by which you have been governed in dispersing

organized bodies of armed men. threatening the peace of the country, are appliarmed aggressive parties from the north, which, should they euter the
Territory, you will disperse, and, if necessary for the peace and security of the
all

cable to these

country, disarm.

Should the command of Col. Cooke be necessary to be called out in my absence,
you will notify Col. Woodson of the fact, and he will promptly issue his requisition
as acting Governor, upon him.
I have the honor to be yours, with grejit respect.
Wilson Shannon.
(Signed)

Gov. Shannon

to Col.

Sumner:

Executive Office. Lecompton. K. T.. June '23. 18o»>.
Yours of this instant is received. I am just packing up to
start for St. Louis.
It is impossible for me at this time to make the new arrangements you request before leaving. I do hope it will be in your power to attend in
person this Topeka Legislature. I feel well assured that they will not be able to
Cor,.

SvMSKH-

Sir:

obtain a quorum to transact business.

But should we be disappointed in this. I think
a matter of the utmost importance that you shotild be present. You undrrstand the whole matter, and can do more with these people thau anyone else. It
will be exceeding bad policy to reduce or withdraw either of the regiments in this
Territory. It is only the presence of the troops in the country, and the knowledge
that they can and wUl be used, if occasion requires it, that keeps the country quiet
it is

a^ this time. I will write the Tresident and so state. The peace and quiet of this
Territory are certainly more important than any object to be accomplished by Gen.
Harney. I will certainly be back in ten days, and I hope at least no change will be

made

programme until I return. Should such be the case, it may brin:; on
from which it will be exceedingly difticult to extricate the cotintry. I be?
make no change until I return.

in the

ditlicnlties

of you to

Yours with great respect.
^ Signed)

June

24, 1856.

Mi^.-ouri,

on

— Gov, Shannon

official busiues.s,

left

expecting

Wilson Shannon.

Lecompton yesterday
to

for St.

be absent about ten davs.

LouU.
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— The Secretary, acting

requisition to Col. Cooke, at

Fort Riley

as
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Governor, sends the

followini>-

:

Executive Office. Lecompton, K. T., June 29, 18.'>(;.
George Cooke, Commanding at Fort Biley,K. T.— Sib: Information
havin-;
been received at tliis office that large numbers of armed men are now
Col.

P.

St.

on their \v;iy
Topeka, for the purpose of sustaining the bopus Legislature, which, it is
understood, will attempt t<i meet at that place on the 4th proximo,
enact laws, and put a
now government into practical operation in lieu of the existing Territorial
Government established by act of Congress. I respectfully request that you will take
the
field at once with all your available forces, and scour
the Country between Fort Riley
and the crossing opposite Topeka. for the purpose of repelling'said armed
invasion
of the Territory. My information leads me to believe that large
numbers of armed
men have passed through Iowa and Nebraska, and thence into this Territory, professing to be emigrants to the Salt Lake vaUey, some of whom
have crossed the river
above Fort Riley, and are now making their way in small parties towards
Topeka.
whilst others are wending their way to the same point, on the
north side of the Kanto

sas river.
I

would suggest the propriety of stationing immediately a portion of your
comat all the principal crossings betweeri Fort Riley and Topeka.
with the view of

mand

intercepting all bodies of lawless men who may have entered the
Territory, who
should invariably be disarmed and escorted out of its limits.
There has been an indictment found by the grand jury of Douglas county against
James H. Lane for high treason; also against A. H. Reeder for a like" offense.
Should you, therefore, meet with them, they should be arrested and held subject to
the order of the Marshal of the Territory.
All bodies of insurgent citizens, or armed men organized
outside of the law.
should be disarmed and dispersed. This is deemed indispensable to the preservation of the peace
I

and the tranquility of the Territory.
am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Danl. Woodson.

Acting Governor of Kmisn.^ Territory.

Governor Shannon

to the President:

St. Louis, June 27. 18.^G.
PierccSis: I arrived in this city last evening, in thirty
CoL Sumner has returned from Westport, on the Missouri line".
The military companies that had entered the Territory from that State had all retired and gone home.
I cannot say they were satisfied, but they offered no resistance
to the United States troops.
Col. Buford's company had crossed the line and were
encamped in Missouri. The number of his company is said to be small, and will
probably break up their military organization and move into the Territory
as emigrants. The military organizations on the other side
are all dispersed, and indeed
there are not at this time, on either side, any armed bodies
of men in the Territory,
so far as I am advised. Those engaged or preparing
to engage in these contests
have returned to their respective homes, and seem to be
engaged in the peaceful pursuits of life.
The entire success of the policy adopted must vindicate it before tlie
country, and recommend its continuance.
Col. Sumner advises me that his regiment is
subject to the order of Gen. Harney
and liable to be caUed away at any time. It would greatly
endanger the peace of the
Territory to have the troops now withdrawn
from their various stati(ms before
others were substituted in their places.
They are located at different points in tlu>
disturbed district, so as to put in check any movement
that may be made on either
Ili-i

Excellency Franklin

hours from Kansas.
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renew the troubles. The mere presence
of these forces, with the knowledge
theyareauthorxzedtoact promptly in dispersing
and suppressing aU illetl
md.tary bodies, has the effect of preventing
any attempt to renew the conten
be
.de to

tha

^'^ ^^^^^ ""' ^'^ '^"'^"*^>- ^^^ ^-" -"^^^^.v trough about
r'"''-use of the U. S. troops,
the judxcous
and must be maintained, at lea^t for
to come, by the same means.

ZllL
hrough
some time

V^!^°^ "^^1,^

^-

'- ^he public prints, there

is some danger of armed
b.die.
from the north, with views hostile to
the peace of tht
'^"'' '' '^^"^ "^^^^ '^ ^^^*"- ^-^^-^
^o'end bod^^
Of armed
of
armJd men mto Kansas, from the north,
is beyond doubt.
Ample instructions

of
Of

""?"'
men entermg
'"

the Territory

rT"^

the hne, and to disperse, and,
if necessary, to disarm
them. It is to be hoped however, that they will follow the
example set by the armed bodies that
enfered tL
Territory from Missouri, and retire
peacefully to their homes or settle
in th le d
tory as law-abiding citizens.
Should it be found that large bodie.
of rmed n^ ,
are preparmg to enter the
Territory from any quarter, it

mav be prudeL

T

Z I";

*'' ^"^"°^^'-

^^-'^^ ^^^'^

tot™"

-

*^

'^«-* «^ png entue:;?
r movements, or induce those engaged^^^^
uch
J aU
in them to lav aside their
xmplemen s Of death and warlil^e views,
and enter the
''

^^^^^^'

country as 6o.a ^ZeLmtrln

•' '" "'"' '''''
-^J--^^- B-t ^^hould they do so, and at'
put in .force their own code of laws,
as advocated bv some of
the leadinl
influential papers belonging to
that party, it would resul
n the
disastrous consequences to the
peace of the Territory
In case thev h
the alternative Will be presented
either to run the haLrd
:f^res 'cll ^ elerj;
disperse this illegal body. I have
adopted the latter alternative, for reasons.""
ted

temnt
tempt

t
to

r

men and most

m^

(Signed)

JuxE

30,

1856.- Commission

Peace at Coon Point,

in the

The acting Governor

is

Col SxTvrvp.,,
7
now ; n

<•

V

toWm.

C. Webster, Justice of the

county of Douglas.

to Col.

'"

is.sued

Wilson Shannon.

-

Sumner:

,^^'=*^^'"^= 0^"CE""""''''' "' '''' "-''''

Lecompton, K. T., June 30,
*« ^«"d last evening

^^™^

185.?.

There

zxr r/.;:5r:.r;;;,:. ™- - -- »- -' '- »o»e:::::,ti^
Upon

receiving this information.
I sent a disn-.tch to
^

them back.

^

"^""'

""'

r,.l

r

.-

u

intercepting the invaders and
driving
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ground, and I have addressed a letter to the District Attorney, Col. A. J. Isacks. requesting him to come over at once and attend in person to getting out the necessary legal process.

With sentiments of esteem,

I

am. very respectfully yours, &c.,
Danl. Woodson,
Acting Governor K. Territnry.

July

1,

1856.

—

Comniis.-=ioiis issued to the

company in Jefferson county,
To L. J. Hampton, Captain.
Aug. Shannon, First Lieutenant.
David Gray, Second Lieutenant.

volunteer

July

3,

1856.

—The

follo^ving letter

following-niimed officers of a

called the

"Kentucky Rangers:"

from Col. Sumner was received by

the acting Governor:

Headquakters Fikst Cavalky,
Cam;p at Topeka. K.

Deab

T.,

July

'/

2,

1856.

\

Sir: I would be glad to see you to-morrow, with

Judge Cato. Col. Isacks. and
Marshal Donaldson.
Bring the President's and the Governor's proclamations and my instruction*
under them, and also the letter of the Governor about the Topeka Legislature.
Very respectfully yours.
(Signed)

E. V. SuMNEB,

Culond First Cacalry, Commandimj.
D. Woodson, Esq., Acting Governor of Kansas.

July

4,

1856.—The following

letter

from Col. Cooke was received by the

Acting Governor:
Headquaetees. Fort Riley. K.

Dear

Sir: I received this morning, at 10 o'clock

a.

m..

T..

July

1st, 1S.")G.

your requisition for mili-

tary aid, dated June 29.

At 3 o'clock Brevet Major H. H. Sibley marched with all my mounted force, one
<S:c.
For your information, I inclose you a copy of his special
instructions. It will enable you to communicate with him. or the otScer to be detached opposite the Santa Fe road ferry. I have thought it best that he should go
by that most direct road, to head there any parties which, according to your suppo-ition, may be descending the river by the south side.
piece of artillery,

Very respectfully, your

obt. svt.,

P. St.

George Cooke.

Lt. Col.

~d

Dra(joow<.

Danl. Woodson, Acting Gov. K. T., Lecompton.

The Acting Governor

to

Maj. Sibley:
In Camp, First Cavalry, at Topeka. K.
July i, 18.->(; -6 o'clock a. m.

Maj. H. H. Sibley, Second Drar/oons

your

command down

the town.

— Sin:

to the vicinity of

I respectfully request that

Topeka and encamp

Very respectfully yours.

you

T..

will

for the day, just

/

\

ma-ch
a'u

Danl. Woodson.
Acting

Goi'.

Kfinsas Territorr

vf

'}'/

ttn

iW. itJhv

I;.

..pk.
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PROCLAMATIOX.

By

the

Acting Govei-nor of

the Territory of

Kansas.

Whereas, we have been reliably informed that a number of persons claiming legislative powers and authority over the people of the Territory of Kansas are about
to assemble in the town of Topeka for the purpose of adopting a code of laws or
of exercising other legislative functions, in violation of the act of Congress organiz-

ing the Territory of Kansas, and of the laws adopted in pursuance thereof; and it
that, a military organization exists in this Territory for the purpose of

appearing

sustaining this unlawful legislative movement, and thus in effect to "subvert by violence

all

And

present constitutional and legal authority;"

whereas, the President of the United States has, by proclamation bearing

date the 11th February, 18.>6, declared that "any such plan for the determination of
the future institutions of the Territory, if carried into action, will constitute the
fact of insurrection,"' and therein commanded "all persons engaged in such unlaw-

combinations against the constituted authority of the Territory of Kansas or

ful
•of

the United States to disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes;"

And whereas, satisfactory evidence exists that said proclamation of the President
has been disregarded by the persons and combinations above referred to:
Now, therefore. I. Daniel Woodson, acting Governor of the Territory of Kansas,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by law. and in pursuance of the aforesaid proclamation of the President of the United States, and to the end of upholding the legal
and constitutional authority of the Territory, and of preserving the public peace
issue thi^ my proclamation, forbidding all persons claiming
powers and authority as aforesaid from assembling, organizing, or attempting to organize or act in any legislative capacity whatever, under the penalties
attached to all willful violations of the laws of the land and disturbers of the peace

and

tranquility, do

legislative

and

tranquility of the country,

r

1

In testimony whereof. I have hereunto subscribed my hand and caused to
be affixed the seal of the Territory, this fourth day of July. 18."i6. and of

the independence of the United States the eighty-lirst.

Danl. Woodson,

Acting Governor of Kansas Territory.

To

this

proclamation Col. Sumner attached the following:

The proclamation

of the President,

and the orders under

it,

require

me

to sustain

the Executive of this Territory in executing the laws and ]n-eserving the peace.
therefore hereby announce that

I shall

maintain

this

proclamation

I

at all hazards.

E. V. SUMNEB,
Col. First Cavalry,

Commanding.

—

July 7, 1856. The acting Governor made the following requisition
upon Major Sedgwick, of the U. S. Army:
Lecompton, Kansas Ty., Executive Office, July 7. 1856.
Deputy MarshanVm. P. Fain having made application
to me for a posse to enable him to execute a number of legal writs which have been
placed in his hands, I rtspectfully request that you will furnish him with a small detachment for that purpose.
Very respectfully yours,
Danl. Woodson. Acting Gov. Kansas Ty.
M.\JOR Sedgwick

Ji'LY

8,

1856.

— Sir:

— Commission

issued to

James P. Fox, Major of Second
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Regiment, Second Brigade, Southern Division, Kansas
missions issued to the following-named oiiicers of the

Also, com-

^lilitia.

same regiment:

To John E. Brown, Captain First Volunteer Company, Eitlenieu.
Asbury C. Bradford, First Lieutenant, same company.
William Elliott, Second Lieutenant, same company.
Calvin M. ^McDaniel, Captain

Company A,

First

Company

of Infantry.

James E. AYatkins, First Lieutenant, same company.
A. H. Smith, Second Lieutenant, same company.
Lee Love, Captain Company B, Second Infontry Company.
Henry Adkins, First Lieutenant, same company.
John G. Case, Second Lieutenant, same company.
James W. Howell, Captain Company C, Third Company of Infantry.
Philip Copple, First Lieutenant, same company.
James E. Laughlin, Second Lieutenant, same company.
Commission issued

to

James

S.

Barbee, Clerk of the Board of County Com-

missioners for the county'of Allen; also to the following-named
the

otficei-s

of

same county

To A. AV. J. Brown, Probate Judge, vice Chas. Passmore, deceased.
James Johnson, Sheriff.
C. B. Houston, County Surveyor.
H. D. Parsons, Coroner.
H. H. Haywars, County Treasurer.
G. J. Morriss, County Assessor.
Hiram Cable, Justice of the Peace for Township Xo. 1.
R. Fuqua, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 1.
William Sater, Constable for Township No. 1.
John Duuwoody, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 2.
William Avery, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 2.
Ozias Owen, Constable for Township No. 2.
Commissions issued

to

the following-named officers of the county of

Allen

To Elias Copeland, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 3.
Thos. H. Bashaw, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 3,
John Brady, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 3.
Commission issued

to

Wm.

Blankenbaker, Justice of the Peace

for

John-

son township, in the county of Linn.

Ji'LY

Wayne

9,

1856.

— Commissions issued to Calmore L. Newman, Constable

township,

in the

county of Doni})han,

vice

Commission issued to Henry Wiugheld, Justice of the Peace
township, in the county of Bourbon.

sell

oi'

Saunders, resigned.
for

Rus-
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July

19,

1856.— Commissions

the county of Franklin

issued to the following-named officerin

:

To Ambrose B. Eperson, Clerk of the Board of
County Commissioner^
Thomas Merwin, Justice of the Peace for Pottawatomie
township
James Carter, Justice of the Peace for County
Seat township.
Reuben Hacket, Justice of the Peace for Turkey
Creek township
Daniel Keezer, Constable for Turkey Creek
township.
Buel Baker, Sheriff, vice R. Goldin, resii-ned.

Samuel .Al. Robertson, Probate Judge,%tce
John Yocum, removed
from the county.
Hiram Howard, County Commissioner.

July 25, 1856.— Commissions issued to the
following-named
Kentucky township, Jefferson county
To Wra. F. Bayne, Justice of the" Peace.
David S. Grey, Justice of the Peace.
Vitus Fielding, Justice of the Peace.
Willis G. Steele, Constable.

July 25, 1856.
JJouglas county

— Commissions issued

"

to the

officers in

'

following-named

officers

iu

To William P. Fain, County Assessor.
James E. Thompson, Constable for

the township of Lecompton
Robert C. Bishop, Constable for the township
of Lecompton
Commission issued to William P. Hicklin,
Justice of the Peace

cumseh township,

for Te-

in the

county of Shawnee.

July 26 185(I-Commission
Peace for Deer Creek township,

issued to Tulley Gilreath, Justice
of the
in the

county of Douglas.

]^'^^-~^^^'^^'^^^'^on issued to

/r^llt'
of
the Kickapoo Rangers,"
Rively, resigned.
Commissions issued
volunteer

company

in the

James Adkins, Third Lieutenant
county of Leavenworth, vice
Pierce

M

to the following officers

in the

county of Atchison

of the "Palmetto Ritle^ - a

:

To Robert D. White, Captain'
A.

:\rorrall. First

Wm.

Lieutenant.

H. Grierson, Second Lieutenant.

Chas. B. Buist, Third Lieutenant.

Commissiori

issued

K^iTa Arnlttr'"'

to

William

J.

Barnes,

Captain

Fii-st

Company

^'"'""'''''' ^^ '^^ ^•-^^•^"^ ^^•'^'^^^•'
-^^^thern Division.

I..'

.)
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Commission issued

to

Andrew

J. Francis,
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Notary Public

for the county

of Jefferson.
to Thomas Reynolds, Notary Public for the county
Mack Andrews, Notary Public for the county of Leaven-

Commission issued
of Riley; also, to

worth.

July

28, 1856.

sioner of

Deeds

August

5,

— Commission issued

for

1856.

Kansas Territory

— Commission

to

Frederick J. Thibault, Commis-

in the State of California.

issued

to

Fox Booth, County Commis-

sioner for the county of Riley.

Commission issued

to

Nathan Adams, Justice

of the Peace for the county

of Jefferson.

Commission issued to H. T. Titus, Colonel Second Regiment, Southern
Kansas Militia, vice Geo. W. Johnson, removed from the Territory.

Division,

August

6,

1856.

— Newcomb

J.

Ireland commissioned Probate Judge of

James A. Headly, resigned.
F. G. Palmer, County Surveyor

the county of Atchison, vice

Commission issued

to

for the county of

Atchison.

August

13, 1856.

— Commission

issued to A. P. Walker, Quartermaster

Second Regiment, Southern Division, Kansas

]\Iilitia.

—

August 18, 1856. Governor Shannon this day resigned the office of
Governor of the Territory of Kansas, and forwarded his resignation by mail
to the President of the United States, having previously visited the town
of Lawi'ence, at the imminent hazard of his life, and effected the release of
Cul. H. T. Titus and others, who had been forcibly taken there by the armed
organization of outlaws whose headquarters are at that place, and who had
on the day before battered down with artillery the house of said Col. Titus,
rob)>ed his premises of everything valuable, and then burned his house to
the ground, killing one of hi^ companions, and taking the remainder, with
Lawrence
Col. Titus and their plunder, to their fortified headquarters

—

—

which place said Titus was put on trial for his life, and sentenced to die;
which sentence would doubtless have been executed, but for the timely in-

at

Governor Shannon, who, in consideration of the release of
and his companions, consented to release yit'e ?)te/i held in custody
in Lecompton under legal process, charged with being engaged in the late
midnight attack and sacking of the town of Franklin
the outlaws having
jiercmpforili/ refused to release said Titus and others, upon his demand as
terposition of

said Titus

—

the executive officer of the Territory.
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—

August 21, 1856. The following dispatch from Major General Wni. P.
Richardson, of the Northern Division, Kansas Militia, addressed to Governor Shannon, was received by the acting Governor:
Headquakteks. Whitehead, Doniphan County, )
)
Kansas Teskitoby, Angust 20, 185G.
Sib: Having received from various sources inforHis Exccllencu Wilson Shannon
matioii that could not be doubted, that General Lane had recruited a large military
force iu the free States and marched them into the Territory of Kansas with the
avowed object of setting at defiance the laws of the Territory, and being fully satisfied in my own mind that such an army of armed men greatly endangered the peace
and quiet, if not the lives of our citizens, and wishing to preserve peace and quiet
and give every assurance in my power that law should [be] preserved and all of our
citizens protected in all their rights of persons and property to the full extent of the
power vested in me by law, I did, on the 18th instant, issue my orders to the orlicers

—

commanding the militia in my military division to assemble the militia under their
respective commands forthwith, and report to me on this day at headquarters at
Whitehead, in Doniphan county.
I await your commands in regard to the disposition and employment of the troops
Very respectfully, <tc.,
(Signed)

thus assembled.

War. P. Piichaedson.

Maj. General X. D. K. M.

The

acting Governor to Major General

Genebal Oedeb, No.

Wm.

P. Richardson:

1.]

Lecompton, K. Teekitoey, Executive Office, Aug. 21, 18.36.
Sm: Your dispatch of
Kansas Militia
the 20th inst., communicating the fact that you had, in pursuance of law, (Kan. Stat.,
cha. 110, sec. 26.) ordered out the militia of your division, to repel the present
ruthless invasion of the Territory by armed mobs from distant States, has this
Maj. General

Wm.

—

P. Richardson. Nor. Div.

moment been

received, and is approved.
General Marshall, of the First Brigade, should bo ordered to intercept the invaders
coming in through Nebraska. He should have a force of not less than 300 mounted
men, or more, if you deem it desirable, and one piece of artillery, if you can spare
You will in person report to this office, with the remainder of your command, at
it.

the earliest practicable day.

In all your orders, the most rigid instructions should be given to protect the
persons and property of all peaceable, unoffending citizens, regardless of party distinctions or political differences of opiiiion. We are not warring against the political senti-

ments of men, but against lawless bands of ruthless invaders, outlaws, and traitors.
No one's house should be destroyed unless undoubted evidence exists that it is used as
a fort or arsenal for the subversion of 'the existing Territorial Government, or for
other equally lawless purposes, in which event it properly becomes subject to confiscation.

Col. Payne
move with all

of the First Regiment Second Brigade, has already been ordered to
possible dispatch to this place, with all his enrolled forces.

Very respectfully yours,
Acting

The

acting Governor to INIajor General A.

M.

Danl. Woodson,
Kansas Ty.

Govei~tior,

Coffey

Lecompton, K. Tkkbixoey, Executive Office, Aug.

Genekal Oedeb. No.

—

is

21, 1S.'6.

1.]

Major General Coffey, S<: Die. Kan. Militia
Sm: It appearing that the Territory
invaded by armed bands of lawless men from distant States, who, in conurction
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with combinations of men not less lawless heretofore residing in the Territory, are
now openly resisting the legal authorities of the Territory and killing and plundeiing at will the law-abiding citizens thereof, you are hereby commanded to take t!ie
field at once with your entire division for the purpose of restoring peace and
quiet

and maintaining the supremacy of the laws.
Your division will rendezvous at or near to the town of Palmyra, in the count
of Douglas, and yon will report the fact at once to this office.
You will also station detachments of your command at such exposed points as
you may deem advisable for the purpose of protecting the lives and property of ail
law-abiding citizens; and in all your orders the most rigid instructions should be
given to protect the persons and property of all peaceable, law-abidinrj cifizen.-i. rcf/ardof part u distinctions or political differences of opinion. We are not warring against
the political sentiments of men, but against lawless bauds of ruthless invaders, outless

No man's house should be destroyed unless undoubted evidence
used as a fort or arsenal for the subversion of the existino- Territorial
Government or for other equally lawless purposes, in which event it properly belaws and traitors.
exists that

it is

comes subject

to confiscation.

Very respectfully yours,

Danl. Woodson,
Acting Gov. Kansa.-i Territory.

August

25, 1856.

— The acting Governor issued the fullowins
rnoCLAMATIOX

:

Whereas. Siitisfactory evidence exists that the Territory of Kansas is infested
with large bodies of armed men, many of whom have just arrived from the States?
combined and confederated together, and amply supplied with all the munitions and
implements of war, under the direction of a common head, with a thorough military

who have been and are still engaged in murdering at will the law-abiding citizens of the Territory; driving them from their homes and compelling them
to flee to the States for protection; capturing and holding others as prisoners of
war; plundering them of their property and burning down their houses: and even
robbing United States Post OlBce and the local militia of the arms furnished them
organization,

by the Government, in open defiance and utter contempt of the laws of the Territory, or of the constitution and laws of the United States, and of the civil and military authority thereof
all for the purpose of subverting by force and violence the
Government established by law of Congress in this Territory:
Now, therefore, I, Daniel Woodson, Acting Governor of the Territory of Kansas.
do hereby issue this my proclamation, declaring the said Territory to be in a state
of open insurrection and rebellion; and 1 do hereby call upon all law-abiding citi-

—

zens of the Territory to rally to the support of their country and its laws, and require and command all officers, civil and military, and all other citizens of the
Territory, to aid and assist by
rectionists,

to the

and

in bringing to

all means in their power in putting down the insurcondign punishment aU persons engaged with them:

end of assuring immunity from violence, and full protection to the persons.
all civil rights of all peaceable and law-abiding inhabitants of the Ter-

property and
ritory.
P

1

'^^

testimony whereof,

I

have hereunto set

my

hand, and caused to be affixed

the seal of the Territory of Kansas.
Done at the city of Lecompton, this
2.5th day of .Vugust, 18u6. and of the independence of the United States the eitrhtyfirst.

Dani. Woodsox,
Acting Gov. Kdnsns Territonj.

STATE PIISTOKICAL SOCIETY.

134

August
upon

28, 1856.

Lt. Col.

— The acting Governor makes the following requisition

Cooke

for

U.

S. troops:

Lecompton, Kansas Tekkitoby, Executive Oefice, August 28. 1S5B.
IJ. Col. Cuoke, Coinmanditig U.S. Troopa. near Lecoinpton
Sib: The Marshal of the
Territory and the sheriff of Doughis county, having oflicially reported to me that
they are unable to execute certain legal writs which have been j)laced in their hands.
I have to request that you will furnish them with a sufficient posse from your com-

—

mand

(

say seventy-tive

men

)

them to execute said writs.
Very respectfully yours,
Danl. Woodson, Acting Gov.

to enable

Kan.<a.< T>/.

The. acting Governor to Maj. Gen. Eiehardson
Lecompton, K.

Executive Office, August 30. 1S56.
Sik: Your command will proceed
to occupy the country between Leavenworth and Lawrence. apj)roaching at or as
Moj. Gen.

Tr.

T.,

—

P. L'ichcirdson. X. D. K. Militia

near to the latter place as
Lane's escape on the north

may

be deemed advisable, with the view of preventing

side.

Gen. Coffey has been directed to proceed without delay to or near to Lawrence.
Apprehensive that the order to Gen. Coffey may be intercepted, you will cause a copy
of this order to be dispatched to him at once from your command.
Very respectfully,
Danl. Woodson, Acting Goc. Kansas Tij.

The acting Governor

to ]\Iajor

General A. M. Coffey:

Executive Office. Lecompton, K. T., August 30, 1S.'j<J.
Major General A. M. Coffey, S.D.K. Militia
Sik: You are hereby directed to move
at the earliest practicable moment in the direction of Lawrence. Major General
Eiehardson has been directed to place his command on the north side of Kansas
xiver, at or near to the ferry at Lawrence.
Understanding that reinforcements to
Lane are constantly coming in on the north side, it is important that he should be

—

routed at the earliest practicable moment.

Very respectfully yours,
Danu. Woodson, Acting

August

31,1856.

— Connmissions issued

a volunteer company organized

Gov. Kan.ias Ty.

to the following-named officers of

neighborhood of Ilickorv Point,.Jefferson county, called "JctTerson Rangers":
in the

To Byran Brinter, Captain.
John Wilson, First Lieutenant.
H. A. Lowe, Second Lieutenant.
Kichard Chandler, Third Lieutenant.

Sei'Temker

1,

185G.

— Commission

issued to L.

First Regiment, First Brigade, Northern Division,

Commissions issued to the following-named
ment, Northern Division, Kansas ^Militia:

^NI.

Ayre, Lt. Colonel

Kansas

Militia.

officers of the

Fourth Regi-

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
To

J. J.
J.

H.

135

Clarkson, Colonel of the Regiment.

W.
C.

Dargan,

of the Regiment.

]\[ajor

Dunn, Captain of the "Union Guards."

A. B. Miller, Captain of the "Southern Rangers."
Jesse Connell, Captain of the "Round Prairie Guards."
D. G. Fleming, Captain of the "Coote Guards."

D. R. Hollingsworth, Captain of the "Delaware Company."

The acting Governor

to

Maj. General Richardson and Maj. General

Cofley:
Genesal. Oedeu, No.

2.]

Lecompton, K.

T.,

Executive OryicE, Sept.

1,

1856.

—

Bm: Your particular atMaj. General Win. P. Rtchard.-<on, Xor. Div. Kan. Militia
tention is called to tho following clause in General Order No. 1. issued from this office
on the 21st August;
the most rigid instructions should be given in protect the persons andpropertij of
We are
ciliziiis, regardless of parly distinctions or polilical differences of opinion.
men, but against lawless bands of ruthless invaders'
outlaws, and traitors. No one's house should be destroyed unless undoubted evidence exists that it is
used as a fvrl or arsenal for the subversion of the existing Territorial Government, or for other equallylawless purposes, in which event it properly becomes subject to confiscation."
"

all

In

all

your

order;!,

peaceable, unoffeiuiing

not warring against the political sentiments of

indispensable that this order should be most rigidly enforced, and
subjected to the severest penalties. Whenever houses are condemned
as forts or arsenals, orders should be regularly issued to have them pulled or knocked
down. In no case should the torch be applied. The application of the torch is disgraceful to the age, and must not be tolerated.
It is absolutely

all

violations of

it

Very respectfully yours,
Danl. Woodson, Acting Gov. Kansas

A

copy of

this order

was forwarded on the same day

to IMajor

Ty.

General

A. M. Coftey, of the Southern Division, Kansas Militia.
REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES MARSHAL.
U. S. MabshA'l's Oftice, Lecompton, K. T., Sept. 1. 1856.
Sik: In conseDaniel Woodson, Esq., Acting Governor of the Territory of Kansas
quence of the arrival in this Territory of a large number of armed men. said to be controlled by Col. James H. Lane, who have been almost continually engaged in driving our

—

from the Territory, robbing and burning their houses, and killing all who
were obnoxious to or resisted them, I am constrained to report that the ordinary
course of judicial proceedings and the power vested in me as United States Marshal
for this Territory, are wholly inadequate for the suppression of the insurrectionary

citizens

combinations now known to exist through the whole extent of the Territory, unless
should call out a posse consisting of the strength of the entire Territory, a call
which seems not to be in accordance with the views of the President, as will be perceived by reference to his dispatch to Col. E. V. Sumner, of the 23d of May last; and
if this extreme measure should now be resorted to, it is extremely doubtful whether
I

under existing circumstances it could be made effective in arresting and driving
back the armed men that have already entered and are daily entering this Territory,
murdering and robbing the peaceable settlers of the country, sparing nothing nnless
oiiust rained by motivts of p(»licy.f<ir fear, thereby rendering it impossible for the
law-abiding citizens, however patriotic, to respond to the call of their country for
their services, each

10

one being impelled by every consideration that

is

sacred or dear
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to

man

remain

to

at

home, to defend the

lives of their families

from these

ruthles-*

invaders.

Deeply impressed with the danger that is now menacing the lives and liberties of
our citizens, and the total subversion of all law, both Federal and Territorial, I have
deemed it my duty to submit for your consideration the foregoing statement, in
order that you may take such action as you may think advisable to restore peace and
quiet to this distracted Territory.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed)
U. S. Marshal for

I.

B.

Donaldson,

the Territory of

Requisition of the acting Governor upon Col. Cooke,

Kansas.

commanding U.

S.

Dragoons
Lecompton, K. T., Executive Office, September 1, 1856.
George Cooke
Sir: The U. S. Marshal for this Territory having officially reported to this office that the •' ordinary course of judicial proceedings
and
powers vested in hina as U. S. Marshal are whoUy inadequate for the suppression of
the insurrectionary combinations now known to exist through the whole extent
of

—

Lt. Col. P. St.

the Territory,"

upon you

my duty as the acting Executive to make a requisition
command, or such portion of it as may in your judgment
detached from their ordinary duty, to aid me in suppressing these

it

becomes

for your entire

be con.sistently

insurrectionary combinations and invasive aggressions against the organized Government of the Territory of Kansas.

Your command, or such part of
ceed at the earliest

moment

it

as you

to invest the

may deem

tionists or aggressive invaders against the organized

to be

found

necessary, will therefore pro-

town of Topeka, disarm

the insurrec-

all

Government of

the Territory

near that point, leveling to the ground all their breastworks, forts or
keep the head men or leaders in close confinement, and all persons
found in arms against the Government as prisoners, subject to the order of the
Marshal of the Territory.
at or

fortifications,

It is very desirable to intercei)t the invaders ou the road known as "Lane's
trail,"
leading from the Nebraska line to Topeka. If, therefore, your force is large enough
to admit of it, a detachment should be stationed on that road, with orders to intercept
all "

aggressive invaders against the organized Government of the Territory " that
their appearance.
Very respectfully yours,

may make

Danl. Woodson, Acting Gov. Kansas
Col.

Cooke

to the acting

Territory.

Governor:

Headquaetebs, Camp neak Lecompton. K. T.,
September 2, 1856 6 a. m.
\
To His Excellency Acting Governor Danl. Woodson, Lecompton, K. r.--SiK: I received last night your letter of September 1st, informing me that the Marshal
of the
Territory had ofiicially reported to you that "the ordinary course of judicial
proceedings and the powers vested in him as U. S. Marshal are wholly inadequate for
the suppression of the insurrectionary combinations known to exist throuo-h
the
whole extent of the Territory," and you therefore make requisition to "aid you in
suppressing these insurrectionary combinations and aggressive invasions," by marching to "invest the town of Topeka," "disarming all insurrectionists or aggressive
invaders," "retaining them as prisoners subject to the order of the Marshal,"
and to
level to the ground all breastworks, <fcc.
Since my instructions from the Secretary of War, February 15th, I am instructed
by a letter from the Adjutant General to Col. Sumner, dated 2Gth March, 185G, in relation to the course to be pursued towards armed bodies coming into the Territory.

—

)

•.uli

oi
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that "it is only when an armed resistance is offered to the laws and against
the peace
and qniet of the Territory, and when under such circumstances a requisition for
a

military force

is

made upon the commanding
empowered to act."

officer,

by the authority specified in

his instructions, that he is

to
it

I am further instructed by General Smith, August 28, 1856, that
if it should come
my knowledge that either side is moving upon the other with a view to attack.
will become my duty to observe their movements and prevent
such hostile colli-

sions.

But

it

will

not be within the province of the troops to interfere with persons

who may have com* from a distance to give protection to their friends or others,
and who may be behaving themselves in a peaceable and lawful manner. And further,
"to make every exertion in my power, with the force under my orders, to preserve
the peace and prevent bloodshed."
It is evident,

both under the laws and

effusion of the blood of the citizens

my

instructions, that the last resort

the

by the military power, must be induced by a

special act of resistance to the civil officer in the execution of his legal
duty
assisted by that power. In no case yet, has the Marshal of the Territory,

when

thus aided,

been resisted. No specification of resistance by the people of Topeka
is made in
your requisition; nor is my aid asked to assist the Marshal in the execution
there of
any law, or the process of any court. It is simply a call upon me to make
the town of

Topeka

— to

war upon

'-invest"

it,

make

"prisoners," '"level defenses."'

Your request that I should station troops on "Lane's trail," "to intercept aggressive invaders," would be clearly inconsistent with my last instructions,
"not to interfere with persons who have come from a distance." &c., as well as those
of the 26th
March.
In my best judgment

cannot comply with your call. If the army be useless in
because in our constitution and laws, civil war was
not foreseen; nor the contingency of a systematic resistance by the people to
governments of their own creation, and which at short intervals they may regularly
the present

unhappy

I

crisis, it is

correct or change.

Your letter will be forwarded by express to Major General Smith, for his consideraand action.
With great respect, I am, your obt. svt..
(Signed)
P. St. Geo. Cooke,

tion

Lt. Col.

Second Dragoons, Commanding,

CORRESPONDEXCE.

Lawbence, Kansas, Sept. 2, 1856.
Col. Coofrc
Gentlemen: It cannot be unknown
you that large bodies of armed Missourians are now invading our Territory,
threatening to drive out every famHy that differs from them politicaUy, and in many
instances murdering in cold blood our most esteemed citizens, and burning their
To His Excellency D. Woodson and

—

to

dwellings without the least provocation. Last Saturday about 200 of these outlaws
entered Osawatomie, cannonaded and burnt it to the ground, sparing
only two or
three buildings belonging to the Pro-Slavery men
shot Frederick Brown through
the heart while walking peaceably through the streets
about sunrise. Then a part of

—

them

left for

Ottawa Jones's, and burnt

his house to the ground, and passed on towards Lecompton; while another portion went to Prairie City and
charged upon a
house, but were repulsed, when they retired back to Bull
creek.
Yesterday morning,
we are reliably informed, a Free-State prisoner was murdered in their
camp at Bull
creek, which has been made their general rendezvous
for several days. This party

recently came into the Territory in warlike array from
Little Santa Fe; and at the
earnest solicitation of the settlers about Prairie City
a force of Free-State men
marched upon them Sunday, when they rapidly retreated towards Missouri.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

138

Other parties of a similar character have been molesting the citizens north of the
Kansas, on the Stranger and Grasshopper, and we learn that these parties have now
concentrated in Lecompton: that they burnt the house of Mr. Snider Sunday evening.

and that the peace of the entire community is
In accordance with the authority vested in you, respectively, we ask of you to remove or disperse them without delay, and thereby
secure the mutual peace and harmony of our people.
Wii. Hutchinson.
In behalf of the Kansas State Central Committee.
and other buildings

in the vicinity,

threatened by these marauders.

H. Miles Moobz.
penned, four other houses have been burned, on and
W. H.
near the California road, by the same party from Lecompton.
P. S.

—Since the above was

Lecompton, Kansas Teekitokt, Executive Office, Sept. 3. 1856.
Hutchinson and H. Miles Moore, "in behalf of the Kansas State
Gentlemen: Your communication of yesterday, addressed to
Central Committee^'
Col. Cooke and myself, was received about five o'clock last evening, and I embrace
the first opportunity of returning you an answer.
One would suppose from the manner in which you write, that you and those whom
you represent were entirely unacquainted with the existing unhappy state of things
in the Territory, and that you were peaceable, law-abiding citizens.
You cannot be uninformed of the fact that Gen. James H. Lane has recently
marched into the Territory a large body of armed men. obtained chiefly in the Northwestern States, after canvassing those States for some time for them, avowedly for
the purpose of setting at defiance our Territorial laws, and of subverting by force
and violence the regularly established government of the Territory. At tlie time
these men arrived in our midst, everything was comparatively peaceable and quiet.
As soon as they crossed the northern boundary of Kansas they began the erection of
a cordon of block-houses or forts, extending to Topeka, on the Kansas river, a town
To Messrs.

]V»i.

commonly known

—

as the capital, for the time being, of the so-called State of Kansas.

men. aided by lawless military combinacommenced, in pursuance of threats
previously made, the bloody work of exterminating or driving from the Territory such
of our citizens as had sought to enforce the Territorial laws, by attacking at midnight the law-abiding citizens of the town of Franklin with an overwhelming force
of armed men, well supplied with Sharp's rifles and other deadly weapons and finally
succeeded by the application of the torch in driving the few citizens from the hotel
a log house into which they had been driven for self-protection by threats of violence previously made. The house was then robbed of almost everything valuable,
as well as the store of Dr. SkiUback, and the post oftlce. The U.S. muskets left there
for a volunteer company under the law were even taken away. This attack, it is
now known, was headed in person by Gen. James H. Lane, under the assumed cognomen of " Col. Cook."
Soon after this a similar attack was made on the New Georgia Colony, every man

Soon

after crossing the

Kansas

river these

tions heretofore existing in the Territory,

;

—

of

whom was

burned

compelled to

flee

the Territory to save his

life,

whilst their houses were

to the ground.

The settlement on Washington creek was next threatened with extermination, and
the settlers, driven by the instincts of self-preservation into the log house of James
P. Saunders, Esq.. one of the oldest and best citizens of Douglas county, began to
fortify

it;

but finding a large

they were compelled to
Missouri.

The house

flee

army

of outlaws advancing upon them with artillery,
and take refuge in the adjoining State of

for their lives,

of 'Squire Saunders, after being robbed of everything in

it,

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.

139

including the U. S. muskets furnished by the Government for a volunteer militia
company of which he was captain, was then burned to the ground.
This army of outlaws next turned their course toward Lecompton, with the intention of attacking it. but were induced by some of their leaders not to do so at that
time. They then attacked the house of Col. Titus, tiring upon it with Sharp's ritlts
and artillery, killing one man and severely wounding a gentleman then residing witli
Col. Titus, who was also badly wounded, besides taking and holding as prisoners all
persons found on the place, and a gentleman who was intercepted a mile di-tant.
while engaged in taking a dispatch from Gov. Shannon to Maj. Sedgwick cif the
U. S. Army. This gentleman was robbed^f his horse, and then marched with the prisoners taken at the house of Col. Titus to your own town of Lawrence, where they
were detained as prisoners until an exchange was effected by Gov. Shannon, in con-

sideration of his releasing certain persons held in custody here under a legal process
for being implicated in the midnight attack and robbery of the citizens of Franklin

— your, or

ujjon his

somewhat similar committee,

a

demand

positively refusing to surrender

them

as the executive officer of the Territory.

unnecessary to add that Col. Titus's house was robbed of everything valueven the wearing apparel of his negroes, and then consigned to the flames.
jMany other depredations scarcely less atrocious, committed by Lane's men and the
lawless military combinations heretofore existing in the Territory, might be adverted
to. but these will suffice; for all of which certain presses in the Northern and Eastern States seem to have been pre2)ared in advance by numberless letter-writers in
It is

able,

the Territory, charging

upon persons

called " Missouriaits

justify in

''

the intention of com-

and thus seeking to
advance their own crimes; Ihus showing conclusively a long-meditated

mitting similar outrages upon "'innocent Free-State

settlers,"'

and systematic invasion of the Territory, and insurrection against the constituted
and government thereof, and the bloody work was only postponed, as is
now manifest, until the arrival of Lane and his men.
It is passing strange that those who have thus defied the Territorial laws and who
have thus attempted to subvert by force and violence the existing government of
authorities

the Territory, should at this time, as if oblivious of their fatally lawless conduct, ap-

government they have been, and are still, seeking
by force and violence, for protection. Protection by the Territorial laws
and authority, you, gentlemen, must be aware, cannot be afforded to those in open
rebellion and insurrection to such laws and authority, but only to peaceable, lawply to those very laws, and the very

to subvert

abiding citizens.
It

has

become my

duty, as the acting Executive of the Territory, to take

all

the

power to suppress all such lawless and insurrectionary combinations against the peace and quiet of the Territory, as well as the very existence
of the Territorial Government itself, of which I cannot believe you to be ignorant;
but as you seem to be. I herewith inclose you a copy of the proclamation issued
from this office on the Sfjth August, and of the general orders previously issued to
Maj. Genls. Richardson and Coffey. Orders have subsequently been issued positively
forbidding the burning of houses in any case, under the severest penalties. It is
not surprising, however, that persons who have been robbed and burnt but of house-;
and lK)mes by your men, should seek to retaliate.
No one deplores the existing unhappy state of things more than I do. but peace,
quiet and harmony can only be restored by a due enforcement of our Territorial
laws.
Forcible resistance to their execution, or invasive and irisurrectionary military
combinations to subvert the existing government, can never effect that desirabhend.
If poace and liarmony are what you want, gentlemen, it can be speedily obtained Ijy giving a sutlicient guaranty on the part of those you represent of implicit

legal

measures

in

my
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obedience to the laws of the Territory until they are modified or repealed by competent authority, or declared invalid by the courts.

Danl. Woodson.

Respectfully.

Acting Goyernor Kansas Territory.

September

3, 18")6.

— The

following letter was received by the actiug

Governor
Laweence, K.

T., Sept. 2, 1856.

—

Gentlemen: Circumstances that we
To His Excellency D. Woodson and Col. Cooke
doubtless mutually deplore have made it our duty to confer together several times
during the last few weeks relative to our own security and protection. In conformity to all law and justice, even in times of war, such deputations have been welcomed
and allowed to return without molestation, until last Thursday. We then sent S. Southerland. G. W. Hutchinson and a young man from Leavenworth, to you to recite you the
condition of our teams. Their drivers and eight passengers went to Leavenworth last
Tuesday in accordance with your own suggestion, (or that of Col. Johnson. 1 and the outrages they have since suffered you are probably familiar with. We learn with much
and Hutchinson had conferred with Governor

regret that after Messrs. Southerland

by a mob, and by them are stiil
have not learned that any legal charges are preferred
against them, and we now ask you why they are retained? Whether merely as prisoners of war, and whether you thereby say to us that civil war now exists/ Unless
you take this ground, we claim of you their immediate and unconditional release.

Woodson, they were taken

retained in Lecompton.

We

just in front of his office

We

send their wives to-day as the bearers of

this,

and

as a consolation to the im-

prisoned; and would ask of you most respectfully to grant them such an escort or

among you or near your town as their own safety may require.
In behalf of the Kansas State Central Conimittee.
Wm. Hutchinson.
(Signed)

protection while

H. Miles

To

this letter the acting

Governor replied

2tIoouE.

as follows:

Lecompton, Kansas Tebeitoby, Executive Oiiice. Sept. 3. 1856.
and H. Miles Moore, "in behalf of the Kansas State CenGentlemen: In reply to your communication of yesterday, which
tral Committee"
was received late last night, complaining of the retention here of a deputaticm of
several gentlemen on the part of your committee, I have to state that no such "deputation ' have made any application whatever to me, nor has any such deputation
been detained here. It is true that Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. Southerland called at
this office on Friday evening last and comjilained of certain alleged depredations upon
their property
one on account of outrages said to have been perpetrated upon his
wagons or teams near Leavenworth, and the other upon his hack and passengers.
They did not represent themselves as a " deputation" in behalf of your "committee,"
or of any persons whatever, except themselves individually, each one making his own
They were courteously and kindly received by myself, and the legal
complaint.
remedy pointed out to them. Nothing whatever was said in regard to their being
deputed to act for any other persons than themselves, and nothing of the character
was dreamed of by me, or in any way intimated to me, until I received your letter of
Messrs. ]Vin. Hutchinson

—

—

yesterday.

They were arrested by order

of Genl. Marshall as spies, he doubtless having the
present insurrectionary state of the country to do so.
They have
been and are still very kindly treated.

authority in

tlie
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—

or rather, as it apsimply add that with their wagons or teams and hack
from your letter, your wagons, <fec. were found two persoDs"who_were recognized as beiiig engaged in the attack on Col. Titus's house, and the burning thereof,
<ind with whom some of Col. T.'s property, of which he was then robbed, was found.
Very respectfully, yours,
Danl. Woodson.
I will

—

pears

Acting Governor Kons'j.< Tfrritonj.

September

5,

Atchisou county,

1856.

— Comuussion

vice Eli C.

Commissiou issued

to C.

issued to

James Adkins,

Sherifi"

of

Masou, resigued.
L. Xewman, Adjutant Third Regiment, First

Brigade, Northern Division, Kansas Militia.

Commissiou issued

to

Samuel

C. Glenn, Justice of the Peace for the

county of Marshall.

—

Commission issued to Wm. X. Glenn, Sheriff' of
George T. Hubbard, removed from the county.
Commissions issued to the following-named officers of the Fourth Regiment, Second Brigade, Northern Division, Kansas ]Militia:
To Wm. Ewing, First Lieutenant of the "Southern Rangei-s."
F. Rucker, Second Lieutenant of the "Southern Rangers."
Greenlee Butter, Fii-st Lieutenant of the "Coote Guards."
H. E. Hardy, Second Lieutenant of the " Coote Guards."
N. W. Hodges, First Lieutenant of the "Round Prairie Guards."
S. F. Rhea, Second Lieutenant of the "Round Prairie Guards."

Septembeu

6,

Marshall county,

1856.

vice

Dr. J. E. Bennett, Surireon of the Regiment.

COHRESPOKDEKCK.
tiAWBENCE, Kansas. September 6. 1856.
To Hi--i Ej-celleneij Governor Wunchon. and Col. Cooke. Commander of the U. S. Trooj-^
imar Lecompton
Gentlemen: The roads leading to Leavenworth and Westport are

—

armed men, who seize our men. and arrest all trains of wagons
going to either point. These thoroughfares furnish the only avenues by which provisions can be introduced into Kansas. Our people are suffering for provisions.
We have our trains and money prepared to sup})ly ourselves. We respectfully fur
our people request that these rt,)ads be iminediatoly opened by the troops, subject to
your order or command, or at least an escort of the same furnished to our trains that
are now waiting to start. We trust that not a moment will be lost in responding to
this call.
Our people will quietly submit no longer.
Wm. Hutchinson.
In behalf of the Kansas State Central Committee.
J. Blood.
H. Miles Mooee. Secrefanj Kansas State Central Committee.
beset with bands of

Lecompton, K.

Wm.

T..

Executive Office. September

7. 18.".^;.

Hutchinson am! ,7. Blood, -in behalf of the Kansas State Central
Committee''^
Ge.vtlemen: Your communication of yesterday, addressed to Col. Cooke
and myself, asking that the roads leading from Lawrence to Leavenworth and from
Lawrence to Wfstport sliould he opened, so that you can get provisii.u~ fur yi»i;r
To Messrs.

—

|iei>ple,

was received to-day abiut noon.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

142

If the roads in question are closed
at this time, frentlemen, (which I
convemence and necessities of your people, you
must

do not donbt.>

to the

be aware that it is the
natural and inevitable result of the
present lawless and revolutionary position
in
which you have of your own accord most
unfortunately phiced yourselves. So Ion., a.
you continue to hold yourselves in such a
position, it is unnece.ssarv for me io"av
to you, the Government cannot con.ply
with your request. If you reallv desire the
protection of the Goverumeut. it is your
obvious duty to respect and sulmit to the
laws of the 1 erritory, organized by the
Government of the United States, and to cea^e
at once and forever all attempts
to subvert by force and violence
that Government
and establish upon its ruins your so-called
-'State Government "
But. give a sufficient guaranty to
this effect, gentlemen
that vou will quietlv submit to the enforcement of the Territorial
laws, the Territorial officers, until
said law.
are modihed or repealed, or declared
invalid by the courts, and I assure
vou and vour
people that your request will not only be
promptly complied with, but that the ."hole
civil and mditary power of the
Government wUl be exerted t.. protect vou fallv
in
aU your lawful rights of persons and
property; and I would take the libertv
of' invoking you
the name of our common country,
and for the sake of all that i. near
and dear to American citizens, to do so at
once, that peace and harmonv mav
once
more prevail.
Very respectfully yours.
m,,.

-

m

Woo;son.'

Acting Governor Kansas Territory.

REPORT OF THE SECr.ETARY To THE PRESIDENT.
Lecompton, Kansas Tereitoby, Seceetaby-s
Office. Sept. -'0 18
To His E.,ceUcncy Franklrn Pierce. President
of the United Stccfes-Sm: I have fae
honor to transmit to your Excllency the
following report and accompanvin.
documents m regard to the unhappy disturbances
'
-.f.

'

in this Territory

It will

be seen from the

official report,

marked "A,"

of Brig. Gen. MarshaU. of the

'
""•^"- """"'^ ^'''''''^ ''''' ""'^ «^H. Lane infa
vaded
led^r^'r
the Territory with an armed force
of some 800 or 1.000 men, all well
supplied
with.every instrument of war. fur the
purpose, as avowed by themselves, of
"revolution and of destroying the force and
integrity of the present laws, bv
setting them
at defiance and protecting all in the
violation of them, and to avenge
;vhat thev term
he wrongs of the^Abolition party in
the Territory -to take a feaSul
vengea;ce on
the officers and others who are and
have been instrumental in the preservation
of the
Government -law and order. They would keep
up their militarv organization
dn^ided throughout the election districts,
and control and determine tl^ fall e^e"

'^^

Z

the'NcTr''r'r'"""
diatel

X

Hr"

:•?""'' ^"^^"•^^'^"- '"^--^ *'-- i-less men had approached
'"'' "'^ '"^' ^'" ^^^^^"^^^ ^^"^ -^ forth, he imme-

Tj"

northern frontier to intercept them or
prevent their entering the Territory.
This
officer, however, not believing
the account to be authentic,
declined to act.' Brigadier Genera Marshall, under authority
vested in hin. by law, Kan. Stat., ch.
110. .^ec
26, ordered out his brigade to repel the
invasion, but in consequence of the
".reat"
distance between the settlen.ents and
points of command constituting
the rTrt
Brigade, could not have a serviceable
cooperation of the law-abiding citizens
to repel this most violent and lawless
invasion of the peace of the Territory
(

"^

Lanes army came

in without interruption
or resistance, erecting. I

ent Of .he so-called istateof

Ijai^:-^^:-

have been

------ ^^^^

re-
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by lawless military organizations heretofore existing in the Territory, they began, iu
pursuance of threats previously made, the bloody work of exterminating or driving
from the Territory the hiw-abiding citizens, by attacking at midnight with an overwhelming force, armed with Sharp's rifles and other deadly weapons, the citizens of
Franklin, who assembled iu a log house known as Crane's Hotel, for the purpose of
protecting themselves. Here they successfully resisted the outlaws for four hours,
who then changed their mode of attack, and driving up in front of the house a wagon
loaded with hay. set it on fire, the flames from which soon communicated to parts of
the building and compelled the inmates to cry for quarter. Some were taken prisoners, whilst others made their escape. The building was then robbed of many valuables,

and the post

otiice, as

well as the store of a Dr. Skillback.

furnished by the Government to a volunteer
the citizens had procured for their

own

company

The muskets

of militia, and a cannon which

protection, were also forcibly taken.

It

has

was headed in person by General Jaraes H.
Lane, under the assumed cognomen of Col. Cook."
Soon after this, a similar attack was made on the New Georgia Colony."" every
one of whom, including the wom«n and children, were compelled to flee the Territory
to save their lives, whilst their houses were burned to the ground.
The settlement on Washington creek was next threatened with extermination,
and the settlers, driven by the instincts of self-preservation, into the log house of
James P. Saunders. Esq., one of the oldest and most reputable citizens of Douglas
county, began to fortify themselves; but finding a large body of outlaws advancing
upon them with artillery, they were compelled to flee for their lives and take refuge
since been ascertained that this attack

••

•'

adjoining State of Missouri. The house of "Squire Saunders, after being
robbed of every thing in it, including the muskets furnished by the Government to
a volunteer militia company, of which he was captain, was then set on fire and
burned to the ground.
This body of outlaws next turned their course towards Lecompton, with the intenin the

tion of attacking that place, but for reasons best

known

to themselves, declined

doing so at that time.

upon it with Sharp's rifles and
wounding a gentleman then residing with
Col. T.. who was alst) badly wounded.
They then robbed the house of everything iu
it and burned it to the ground, taking and holding as prisoners all persons found on
the premises, and a gentleman (see aifidavit No. 1.) who was intercepted a mile distant whilst engaged in bearing a dispatch from Governor Shannon to Maj. Sedgwick of the U. S. Army, encamped about a mile and a half south of the house of Col.
Titus. This gentleman was robbed of his horse and marched with the plunder and
prisoners to the town of Lawrence, where they were detained as prisoners (see
affidavit of Dr. A. Roderique, and corroborating statement of Gov. Shannon, marked

They then attacked

artillery, killing

one

the house of Col. Titus, firing

man and

severely

an exchange was effected in consideration of certain persons being
held under legal process in Lecompton, as implicated in the
the "Ctnumidnight attack and robbery of the citizens of the town of Franklin
mittee" of outlaws at Lawrence positively refusing to release them upon the demand
of Gov. Shannon, as the executive oflicer of the Territory, and by insisting upon the
exchange, which was finally agreed upon, to all effect and purposes proclaimed themSee
selves and those for whom they acted, in a state of insurrection and rebellion.
No.

2.)

until

released,

who were then

—

(

again affidavit No.

2.)

As the Territory was thus not only invaded by an armed force who were laying w;!-te
fire and sword, and spreading desolation and terror wherever it best
conifiorted with their fell purjioses to do so. all in open vi<ilation and utter contempt
of the President's proclamation of the 11th February, ISrM, but were also in an adthe country with
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mitted state of insurrection and rebellion, (see affidavit No. 2, and the report of the
Marshal of the Territory, marked No. 3.) I felt it to be my duty, and I believed I vra3
fully authorized by the instructions of the Secretary of War to Col. Sumner of the

February

ir>th

last, to

make

a requisition

upon

Col. Cooke,

commanding

the U. S-

troops near this place, to use his command in such a way as would repel the "acr^re^ive invaders," and supj)ress the " insurrection and rebellion." (See letter to Col. Cooke^

and

his reply,

Upon

marked No.

4.)

this requisition Col.

Cooke declined

which, however satisfactory they

may

appear.

to act, for reasons stated in his letter,
I

am

constrained to believe impelled

most unfortunate conclusion. Topeka was known to be the capital of the
so-called "State of Kansas," and as such, the headquarters of the army of "aggressive invaders," whose object was to subvert by "force and violence" the lawful Territorial Government, and establish upon its ruins what is termed a "State" under
the illegal and fraudulent "Topeka" Constitution. From Topeka detachments were
sent out at will to exterminate or expel from the Territory such settlements of lawabiding citizens as the outlaws might see proper to make an example of. From the
same point, it was well known, came large numbers of those engaged in expelling
the settlers on Washington creek from the Territory, and robbing them, and burning
their houses, and who afterward attacked the house of Col. Titus, within a mile and
a half of a camp of U. S. dragoons, with all the implements of war. killing one man,
after which they robbed the house of everything valuand wounding se%-eral others
They then returned to Topeka. from which
able, and consigned it to the flames.
point they have since repeatedly sallied forth, robbing and plundering at will the ad-

him

to a

—

jacent country. (See affidavit No.

5.)

was wholly impracticable to identify such outlaws and traitors in advance of
arrests by legal writs, for the obvious reason that personally they were almost wholly
unknown, many of them being strangers in the country; and whenever one happened
to be known, and a civil officer with a posse was sent to arrest him. they would invariably fail to tind him, he being safely secreted by his associates, who were not
It was indispensable, then, that these "aggressive invaders" and "insuridentified.
rectionists " should be first arrested and disarmed, and an end thus put to their
bloody work, before legal proceedings could be successfully instituted against them.
or peace and quiet restored to the country; and it was only such persons that Col.
Cooke was required by my requisition to arrest, which could only have been done at
Topeka by investing the town.
As the acting Executive of the Territory, and as such, conservator of the peace. I
felt not only authorized by the instructions of the Secretary of War above referred
to, but imperatively called upon by every consideration of duty
not the least of
which was a sincere desire to avoid as far as possible the effusion of blood
to make
said requisition upon Col, Cooke. Had my wishes prevailed. I am frdly persuaded
that much difficulty and trouble would have been averted. Certain it is that the
wholesale i)illaging of the country on both sides of the Kansas river, since. ))y marauding parties then concentrated at Topeka. would have been prevented, and the marauders themselves made to appear before the judicial tribunals of the country, to
answer for their crimes, without bloodshed, as it is believed U. S. troops would not have
been resisted.
This much accompli.-hed at Topeka. it would have been a comparatively easy task
to have the same done at all other disaffected points, by which means peace and
quiet would have been speedily restored. The local militia that had been ordered
out by Generals Richardson and Marshall to rei)el the invasion, as well as those
called out by myself, would have been speedily disbanded, there being nothing left
for them to do; whilst the people on the Missouri border, finding that their friends
It

—

—
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were protected by the Government in their lawful rights, would have

had no pretext, and

I verily believe

no

disposition, to enter the Territory in hostile

array.

There being no other available means with which to repel the " invasion " or suppress the • insurrection then staring us in the face, the local militia had of necessity to

be used as best they could, or the Territory surrendered to outlawry and

vandalism.

In consequence of the s^jarsely settled condition of the country and the entire
efficient organization, the militia could not be brought promptly and efficiently to act. It is a matter, too. of much regret that some unruly persons attached

want of

'themselves to some of the commands, whose excesses could not be foreseen or the
guilty perpetrators identified, although every effort was made to prevent the one and
ferret out the other.

of Lane and his men in a hostile attitude
had the very natural effect of driving from ittemporarily at least, a vast number of law-abiding citizens. It is estimated by competent judges that not less than five or six hundred were driven from Douglas county
alone, and in Franklin, Anderson and Lykens, it is said, scarcely a family was left.
I have thus given a succinct account of the most unfortunate state of affairs existing in this Territory for a short time previous to the arrival of Governor Geary,
and of the course I have deemed it my imperative duty to take in relation to them.
All of which is most respectfully submitted.
With Governor Geary it will be my pleasure, as well as duty, cordially to cooperate
in executing the laws and in carrying out the policy he has adopted, which I am
happy to state thus far givej. substantial assurance of the most auspicious results.
Dani-. Woodson.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Secretary of Kansas Terrifonj.

The sudden and unexpected appearance

in the very heart of the Territory
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were protected by the Government in their lawful rights, would have
had no pretext, and I verily believe no disposition, to enter the Territory in hostile
iu the Territory

array.

There being no other available means with which

to repel the " invasion " or sup-

press the "insurrection" then staring us iu the face, the local militia had of necessity to

be used as best they could, or the Territory surrendered to outlawry and

vandalism.

In consequence of the sparsely settled condition of the country and the entire
efficient organization, the militia could not be brought promptly and effi-

want of

ciently to act.

'themselves to

It is a matter, too. of

much

regret that

some of the commands, whose

some unruly persons attached

excesses could not be foreseen or the

guilty perpetrators identified, although every effort was

made

to prevent the one

and

ferret out the other.

of Lane and his men in a hostile attitude
had the very natural effect of driving from it>
temporarily at least, a vast number of law-abiding citizens. It is estimated by competent judges that not less than five or six hundred were driven from Douglas county
alone, and in Franklin, Anderson and Lykens, it is said, scarcely a family was left.
I have thus given a succinct account of the most unfortunate state of affairs existing in this Territory for a short time previous to the arrival of Governor Geary,
and of the course I have deemed it my imperative duty to take in relation to them.
All of which is most respectfully submitted.
With Governor Geary it will be my pleasure, as well as duty, cordially to cor.perate
in executing the laws and in carrying out the policy he has adopted, which I am
happy to state thus far give=- substantial assurance of the most auspicious results.
Dani,. Wooi>son,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Secretary of Kansas Territory.

The sudden and unexjiected appearance

in the very heart of the Territory
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ADDRESS OF EX-GOVERNOR FREDERICK

P.

STANTON.

Delivered at the Old Settleks' Meeting, Bismarck Grove. Lawrence, September 2, 188-1.

[In 1870. an "Old
a.mea.sure local in

Settler.^'

Association'' was organized in Lawrence.

has sometimes in

Though

in

meetings embraced attendance from a considerable portion of Kansas outside of Douglas county, and its proceedings have included addresses not only made by prominent persons residino- in
distant parts of Kansas, but of those residing in tiie East, who have by invitation
attended and taken part in the proceedings. In 1884, ex-Governors Frederick P.
Stanton* and Jame«>-U'. Denver, having been invited, attended and delivered addresses.

By

its

character,

it

its

vote of the Board of Directors of the State Historical Society, these two addresses
embraced in this volume of the collections of the Society.]

•were ordered to be

Governor Stanton, having been introduced by ex-Governor Charles Eubinson, Pre:?ident of the Association, proceeded as follows:

Friends and

Countrymen, Old

Settlers of Kansas:
pursuance of your kind invitation; and I
am grateful for this opportunity to participate in your interesting celebration, for I feel that it is good to be here.
I am particularly mindful of
your injunction to make "a short address." Your suggestion of brevity is

You

Felluv:-

see that I

have come

in

very reasonable, and to me very acceptable; but I must confess that I am
embarrassed by the necessity of condensing the substance of many great
events into the compass of a few brief words.

You advised me that you had invited "each one of the ex-Governors of
the State as well as the Territory to be present" on this occasion, from
which I infer that your purpose is to review the past, as well as to observe
the wonderful prosperity of the present

—

an exhibition of progress most
and remarkable, inasmuch as it has emanated from and grown
out of those stormy beginnings of your history which we now commeminteresting

orate.
It

is

not without the highest admiration and sympathetic delight that I

now witness the great work you have accomplished, in all the departments
of human affairs, since the days when you first pitched your tents on these
beautiful prairies, then a wilderness, inhabited only by Indians

wild beasts they pursued.

I

see

around me

all

and the

the indications of those

Frederick P. St:intuii, h.-xving been appointed .Secretary of tlie Territory, succeeded Daniel Woodson in that office, April lij, Is.JT; and in the absence of the Governor immediately became acting Governor, and served in that capacity until .\[ay 27, IS.iT, when Governor Robert .]. Walker arrived and
assumed the duties of his office. In the absence of Governor Walker from the Territory, Mr. Stanton
became actin- Governor again, from November ic,, iSo7,
by .Tames W. Denver as Secretary and acting Governor.

to

December

21, ISJT,

wLen he was succeeded
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and political achievements, and those mighty material creawhich the maps of the country and the statistics of the hu-t
national census verify, and which all the world has learned with s:ratitication and astonishment.
I remember that in February, 1858, the eminent
historian of our country, George Bancroft, presiding over an anti-Leconiptou meeting in New York, made this remark about you, the people of Kansas: "What they have accomplished under unexampled dithculties and
trials is the miracle of the age.
A comraomvealth in all its foir proportions
has grown up, as it were in the night-time."
social

tions of yours,

If at that early day, in the midst of all

the growth and achievements of this

its dangers, troubles, and wron^rs.
community were miraculous, what

them now, after the lapse of a quarter of a centurv,
which the greater desolation of our dreadful civil war did not'avail
this marvelous progress?
And what will the future historian have
shall be said of

a quarter of a century hence,

when another generation

shall

dun'p.tr

to stop

to sav.

have expended

here its labor and enterprise, not in the midst of war and desolation, but
almost certainly in the confidence of assured peace and permanent tranquil-

A

new language will be required to characterize these coming evencs.
which, in the light of the past, our sober judgment assures us. will prove to
be the creation of new marvels even in your miraculous career.
ity?

Only some score of years ago, your young city of Lawrence, dripping
with the blood of her citizens, rose up from the ashes of a second conflagration,

undismayed, to pursue her destiny; and now she stands a proud
to the indomitable energy and intelligence of her citizens, an

monument
ornament
history.

and growing State, and a mighty landmark iu iis
but a type of the whole State; always extreme in opinion,

to the great

She

is

foremost in the strife and deepest in disaster, never disheartened, but possessing that noble fortitude

and recuperative power which insures success;
and eventual prospeiity. The high moral and intellectual qualities and
physical energies which have brought the young State to its present remark-

able condition, even through all the disasters of sanguinary war. will not
fail, in time of profound peace, to carry that progress onward to a destiny of

unexampled greatness.
But let us look back and

some of the struggles and difficulties, as
Other gentlemen, better informed thuii I
am, by personal knowledge and participation in the events themselves, have
told, or will tell you, what they did or saw in the Territory before I came;
and if they do not, you know it all better than I can tell you. Therefore,
if in my present brief remarks I confine myself to the transactions in wliioh
I was officially concerned, you will not ascribe it to egotism, but will no
recall

well as the triumphs of the past.

doubt allow that

I

am

only observing

tlie

proprieties

and

just requirements

of the occasion.
It was in April, 1857, that I made my first appearance here as acting
Governor of the Territory. I did not know the people, nor they nu\ Ot
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course I could then have had no personal knowledge
of the preeedin? events
your history. What information I had was derived
from the partisan
reports of one side or the other, necessarily
sifted through
in

mv own

preju-

with no claim to infallible insight, but certainly with
an" honest purpose to form an impartial judgment and to act upon
that, fairlv and honorabiv.
My comprehension of the existing conditions of affairs I soon ascertained
was exceedingly imperfect; and if when I first addressed
the people here I
was betrayed into some rash and indiscreet expressions,
vou will acknowldices,

edge that

I

audience,

who

was naturally exasperated by the violent demonstrations
of the
treated me with all the suspicion and distrust
which perhaps
they had the right to feel towards the administration
which sent me. It
was a case of mutual provocation and misundei-standing,
arousing a storm
of excitement which speedily subsided.

But the long lapse of intervening years has mellowed
the memorv of
those events; and I look back upon them
through the mists of time
through the dust, and smoke, and confusion of
the stormiest period of our
history, with softened feelings towards all,
whether friend or foe, with what
I hope is a just appreciation of the
causes which produced and excuspd. if
they did not justify, the distrust and opposition
with which the people
greeted me.

—

When

made my advent here as the forerunner of Governor
Walker.
some sense the exponent of the principles on which
his administration was to be conducted, the very
crisis of your political destiuv was at
hand. The era of violence, of strife and
battle, had mostlv passed awav
though a large military force of the United
States was stationed in the Territory and placed at the command of
the Governor for
and

I

in

the purpose of aiding in enforcing the laws and maintaining
the public peace.
But at no
time during either of the periods when I
had full authoritv as Govern..
did I have occasion to call upon the
military for any service' whatever.
When. I say the crisis was upon you, I mean to speak of
the impendinc^
change from a Territorial to a State Government.
That was to be the inev-

outcome and consummation of all the struggles
and trials and -afierIt would bring them to that starting-point
of poli-'cai
maturity at which they would be
absolutelv free to govera themselves a^ a
sovereign and coequal member of
the Union, subject
itable

ings of the people.

onlv to the provisions
of the Federal Constitution. The
conditions under which vou would enter
the Union, the peculiar institutions
you would adopt for the new State ?nd
the individual citizens to be intrusted
with the administration of it. af--urthese naturally were all matters
of momentous interest to
vou.

Looking back now at this distance of time
upon the tro'ubled experJencA
of those eventful days, how different
evervthing appears in the lic^ht of th.^e
tremendous changes which were destined
soon to ensue! Some events that

seemed

to us trivial, and others
that appeared to be of the ^reaie-^t importance, have very different
proportions to our present view from what ":hev
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had when we were in the midst of them. What is slavery now but a memthe mere memory of a painful dream? The establishment of the
Topeka Government on the one hand and of the Leeompton Constitution on
ory

—

the other, were each held to be the all-important ends to be attained by their
respective partisans, whereas the real vital question involved proved at last

whether the majority of the people should have the right, in a regular
form a State government for themselves, or whether a partisan administration, leagued with an unscrupulous minority in the Territory,
could compel the people, on the mere hollow pretense of legality and re^-ularity, to submit to the imposition of institutions which they had had no
to be

and

legal way, to

part in forming, and which, in fact, they abhorred and had rejected by an
overwhelming vote. This was the issue finally evolved out of your lont^
struggle, and upon which your great victory was achieved.
Both these schemes
the Topeka and Leeompton schemes
had originated and were more or less matured, before I came to the Territory. The
constitutional convention which afterwards met at Leeompton had been
provided for by the Territorial Legislature before my appointment as Sec-

—

retary.

—

The census of the people required

to be

taken

in the several coun-

had been taken, or was being taken, when I arrived. As acting
Governor it became my duty to make the apportionment of delegates to the
several counties based on the returns of the census.
This duty I performed
to the best of my knowledge and ability; perhaps if I had known all the
facts which came to my knowledge afterwards, I would have acted diftl-rently.
In about one-half the counties no census had been taken. I was
ignorant of the circumstances, and greatly perplexed; but being compelled
by law to act within a brief period, I thought there was no alternative but
ties

to apportion the delegates to the several counties on the returns

been made.
tion itself,

sion of the

This

left

the question of regularity

and

which had

legality to the conven-

and ultimately to Congress, which of course had the
whole subject.*

final deci-

*Thedelegates to the Leeompton Constitutional Convention were elected June 15, 1857. The convention met at Leeompton on the 7th of September, and soon adjourned until October 19th. The
election for members of the Territorial Legislature took place on the oth of October. At this election
the O.N.ford and other frauds veere committed.

The leeompton Convention provided
the slavery clause, in those words:

"The

for

an election on the

'21st

of December on the adoption of

ballots cast at such election shall be indorsed, 'Constitution

with Slavery,' and 'Constitution with no Slavery.' "

The Convention also provided for an election on
the 4th of January following, for State officers and members of the Legislature under the constitution.
The time for the regular meeting of the Territorial Legislature was January 4, 1S5S. Governor
Stanton called an extra session, which met on the 7th of December preceding, and passed an act, submitting the Leeompton Constitution entire to a vote of the people.
The vote on the Ix^compton Constitution, December 21, as submitted by the convention, was, as announced by General Calhoun,
Slavery," 569.

The

for the "Constitution with Slavery," G,2GG; "Constitution with no
vote at the election on the constitution, as providid by the Legislature at the extra

session, was, ".\gainst the Constitution," 10,226;

Constitution without Slavery,"

"For the Constitution with

Slavery," loS; " For the

23.

Congress finally, under the English bill, provided for the submission of the constitution to a vote of
the people. This election took place .Vngust 2, 1S5S, and resulted in a vote of 1,7SS for the constiiution.
and 1,:!00 against it. Majority against the constitution, 9,512. And this was the end of the Leeompton Constitution.
1
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^\ e ail

know

that the great majority of the people
were not re-i^tered in
for delegates to the convention,
o'lly v very
small minority of the people participated in
the election which followed
On the one hand, it was said that the Free-State men
refused to bp re-itered, or
any way to participate in the proceedings and
thus acknowledge
their validity; on the other hand, it
was replied, that it was the duty oi'the
census-takers to register the names of all
citizens, and that the name, of

that census,

and could not vote

m

many

i)rominent Free-State men, well

omitted from the

lists,

whereby these

known

to the officers,

were purposely
without their fault, were\inthev had desired to do <o

citizens,

justly deprived of the opportunity to
vote if
No one, I presume, will deny that the Free-State
partv voluntarily withheld tfieir votes and refused to participate
in the organization of the Lecompton Convention. But in the light of
subsequent events, this become^ -i
matter of no importance. It is too late
now to inquire what justification
the mass of the people had for refusing
to recognize the laws of the
Territory.
The fact that they did so refuse, and that the
convention represented
but an inconsiderable part of the actual
citizens of the Territory wi^ universally known and admitted.
But the Government at Washing 'ton -the
President and Congress, recognized tlie
validity of the Territorial 1-iw.
Iherefore, aside from the irregularities
and imperfections of the cen^u^ the
legality of the election and organization
of the convention could not f-iirly
be disputed; for we all know that
the Federal Government has suprem"e
control over the Territories so long as
they remain such, and the recoenirion
of^their laws by the political
authorities at Washington, viz., the
Pr^^ident
and Congress, makes them valid to all
intents and purposes; and <o the
courts have always held, and will
always hold in all such cases. Therefore if the people of this Territory
chose to neglect their opportunity to vote
on these important matters, assuming that
they had such an opportunity it
was their own choice, and they would
have no just right to complain. But
the su ety-valve if the worst should
come, which remained ready alwav. for
the relief of the people even from
their own errors or omission", wa.'
their
unquestionable right to enjoy a fair opportunity
to vote on any constitution

which might be made for them, and to
accept or reject it accordino- to their
sovereign will.
Both Gov. Walker and myself a.ssu red vou
iirrhe mo^t
solemn manner that the President was
fully committed to 'this principle
A\ e did not belie Mr. Buchanan,
but he betrayed us and you
Now this, in brief, was the political situation when I
cam'e to the Territory
charged with the commands and under

own

the absolute control

Government

at

Washington

..f

the Exeeuci^e'

by which. I mean simply that a certain
noHcv
m which I fully concurred, had been prescribed by the
President ^^u^'I
was subject at any moment to be dismissed
at his pleasure.
I was honor-iblv
bound to carry out the instructions to
which I had agreed, and I would h^v'.
had no right to complain of my removal
if I had disobeyed them
It
true the organic act, alike binding
on the President and myself, .avecen-iin
;

i

'
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powers and imposed certain responsibilities on the Governor, which were
independent <.)f tlie President and rested solely on the conscience of the

Governor

so long as

In such

he held that position.

and welfare of the people, I was bound
regardless of censure from any quarter.

interests
right,
It

was indeed a momentous

moment

.

manding prompt

cases,

involving the

do what

I

considered

fraught with results of incalculable

crisis,

importance, and likely at any

to

to bring

about contingencies de-

action, without time or opportunity for consultation.

A

very embarrassing problem was presented for solution to the Territorial ad-

what I have already stated.
of forming a State constitution for admission into the Union, was about to be done for the people, if
not by them.
The great mass of the citizens had refused to cooperate in the
preliminary proceedings; so far from it, they had actually projected an antagonistic State government which they were threatening to put into practical operation.
The Government of the United States, then controlled by
the administration of Mr. Buchanan and a Congress Democratic in both
branches, recognized the legitimacy of the Territorial authorities and the
validity of the laws by virtue of which the Lecompton Constitutional Convention was to be organized, and held a portion of the army stationed in
ministration, the elements of which were

The very highest

act of sovereignty

the Territory, suijject to the

— that

command

of the Governor, for the purpose of

enforcing the laws and maintaining order.

The Governor and Secretary

were in a certain sense only the agents of the Washington government,

asmuch,

as

in-

you well know, they were wholly at the mercy of the President,

own whim and caprice, or at the sugany moment reach his ear and
command his confidence. We, Governor Walker and myself, had done all
that w'as possible or necessary, as we thought, when in advance of our coming to the Territory we had secured the pledge of the President and his
(Cabinet to sustain us in urging the people to take charge of their own affairs by going into the elections, assuring them in the most solemn manner
to be dismissed at

any moment

at his

gestion of such heated partisans as might at

tliat

the voice of the nuijority should prevail, and that no fraud or violence

that w^e could prevent should be allowed to defeat a full and fair expression of the public will.

We were placed
meet the distrust of the people here, and
were liable to be deserted by the administration at Wasiiington. There was
a perpetual effort to undermine us with the President by the extreme men of
tlie South who held his confidence, and probably prevailed over his better
judgment by their threats of disunion. Then in aid of this, there was a
I

repeat that we had a most difficult problem to solve.

between two

pcr[)etual

fires.

We

had

to

stream of misrepresentation pouring

administration from the Territory.

and the President, that

n

result w:is

in

upon the niend)ers of the

Long before the final break between us
known and predicted here by tlie leading
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Pro-Slavery men, \vho were in constant correspondence with their coadju-

Washington and the South.

tors in

You do not need to be reminded of the earnest efforts made bv Governor
Walker in many public speeches to induce the people of the Territory to
and go forward and exert their supreme anthoritv at
have a vivid recollection of the objections with which my own
humble efforts in the same line were met. On every hand among the FreeState men I was greeted with the violent assertion that it was not in our
power to provide a fair election; that we, ourselves, would be deceived and
confide in our jiledges,

the polls.

I

cheated; and that they would be outnumbered and overpowered by the
votes of invaders under the very bayonets of the army.

But I was most
when some of these men said: "If you undertake to deal
fairly with us the Government will desert you, and you will yourselves be
removed from office." I laughed at this prediction when it was made, but
I found afterwards it was something more than a mere jest.
Your sad experience had made your apprehensions of evil prophetic.
of all surprised

It

was too

late then for. the people to participate in the election of dele-

They had not been

and could not

vote.

themselves out by refusing to register their

own

gates to the convention.

They had

either shut

registered,

names, or they had been excluded by the partisan officers who had purposely omitted them from the lists. Whichever of these statements was true,
the Lecompton Convention was elected by an inconsiderable

and

number of

the

no sense represented the prevailing public opinion. Yet this
body assembled at the appointed time and organized itself for action; but
people,

as the

in"

October elections Avere approaching,

thing important, postponing

its

work

it

adjourned without doing any-

until after the result of the election

should be known.

It was then understood that the counsels of the wiser
and cooler heads of the Free-State party had prevailed, and that they w ould

very generally take part in the approaching election.

The

action of the convention in suspending

markable and

significent.

The members

its

sessions

was somewhat

re-

of this body claiming to rej)re5ent

the people were about to prepare for a change from a Territorial to a State

government, which change,

if effectual,

ing election of no importance whatever.

would necessarily make the pendIf they had felt themselves to be

the true representatives of the people, fairly elected, or

if

they had enter-

tained the purpose of honestly expressing the wish and will of the majoritv

and of

fairly .submitting their conclusions to the vote of the people

whose

servants they were, or ought to have been, they w^ould have had no motives
for suspending their proceedings and awaiting the result of an election so
soon to be entirely superseded and rendered absolutely of no avail. But

extraordinary events immediately occurring at the election shed a new light
on their proceedings, and created a profound sensation throughout the
country.

The astounding frauds perpetrated

at Oxford, in

Johnson county, and

ADDRESS OF EX-GOVERNOR STANTON.

153

McGee, soon became known. Ttiey were intended, and,
would have been effectual, to give tlie control of the new Territorial
U^gislature to the Pro-Slavery party, which was also supreme in the conven-

several precincts in
indeed,

It

tion.

would be

fatal, these

men

perceived, to let the Territorial Legis-

expiring days, pass into the hands of the people, espeinsignificance of
cially since the result would serve to show too plainly the
the support which they actually had in the popular vote.
The returns in the case of these election precincts were nothing less than
lature,

even in

its

flagrant forgeries.

They contained

thou.sands of

names of persons not

pres-

enrat the election. They were not returns of votes illegally offered and
received, but they were immense lists of fictitious names, fraudulently entered

falsely returned, as those of actual voters.

and

we had been disposed to forget our solemn pledges and those of the
administration, if we had an unmanly fear of losing our positions, or if for
any cause we had wished to evade responsibility in this emergency, we might
If

said, these are questions for the Legislature itself, which is the sole
Judge of the election and qualifications of its own members. But this would
have given the control to the authors of the fraud, and there would have
been little hope of maintaining the rights of the majority. Yet if the returns, however false and fraudulent, had been formal and regular, attended

have

the
all the legal requisites, it might not have been within the power of
Governor and Secretary to have prevented the consummation of this great
But we had pledged ourselves to the extent of our authority to
wrong.
Good faith and })ersonal honor required us
secure fair play to the people.
It became our duty to look
to fulfill this obligation to the very letter.
closely into the whole case, both as to its intrinsic merits and the technical
The fraud was notorious. Governor Walker and
questions involved in it.
with

visit to Oxford and ascertained beyond all doubt that the
embodied in the returns was a monstrous exaggeration, fraudulently
manufactured out of an insignificant number of actual votes. The facts
Having settled this question to our
were not and could not be disputed.
We found certain technical defects
entire satisfaction, our duty was plain.
in the papers which enabled us to reject them without assuming to go beIn a case where there was no suspicion of wrong we
hind the returns.
might have overlooked these defects; probably we should have done so.
But here they gave us the opportunity to do what we knew to be right, and

myself made a
result

we did not
honor not

hesitate to

to

do

it.

We were, by our personal pledges, bound in
We thought the administration was equally

betray the people.

bound with us, and would certainly approve our acts. But above and beyond all this, common honesty and a just regard for the people whose servant? we were, imposed this obligation upon us more strongly than any
I have never claimed any merit for
mere personal pledges of our own.
was a matter of plain, simple duty; but I did feel aggrieved
no word of approval from Washington, but was greeted, in-

doing

-svhat

when

I received
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stead, with volleys of unmeiisured abuse

from Democrats

in all quarters of

the count r}'.

The Lecoiupton Convention resumed
tliis

disclosure

sessions after the election

its

and defeat of these great frauds

effected

but

;

something more

than the mere reversal of the majority in the Territorial Legislature, and
the transfer of power in that body from the Pro-Slavery minority to the
It was a revelation of preceding method? by
real majority of the people.
Avhich the Territory

had been governed, and went

far to confirm the charges

of the Free-State men, and to justify them in their refusal to participate in
elections controlled by such foul means as were now for the first time fully
exposed.

Some

of the delegates in the convention

had been candidates

in this

be successful by virtue of these gross frauds. They
demanded their certificates with threats and loud denunciations; but not
succeeding in this attempt to defraud the people and to usurp control of the
election,

new

and claimed

to

Legislature, they proceeded to counteract this result, so disastrous to

them, by a provision

in

the State constitution to the effect that the laws

should not be altered except by the Legislature of the State when estabThey also attempted to make tiie conlished and recognized by Congress.
stitution itself unalterable for a long period after

they finished their abortive
disfigured

constitution

—a

its

adoption.

In due time

monstrous malformation

by the adoption of the Oxford frauds, which were made the

—

basis

of representation, thus giving the counties bordering on Missouri an unjust

preponderance in the proposed State government. This was the bold and
bare-faced act of bad men made desperate but the device for submitting
;

instrument to the people was altogether of a ditlerent order. It wtis the
artful and cunning invention of tricksters who were bent on compassing

this

their ends, ;;er fas ant

alternative was,

))efas.

"For the

Everybody knows

that, while the

pretended

constitution with slavery," or "Forthecoustitution

without slavery," no matter which vote should have prevailed, the State
would still have been left as completely slaveholding as many of the Southern States which prohibited the introduction of more slaves within their
borders.

common

This was trifling with the public conscience and insulting to the
sense of the people.

But

this

was not

all,

nor even the worst.

John Calhoun had been made president of the convention. He was the
Surveyor General of the Territory, with more patronage tlian the Governor.
and, it seems, with more influence at Washington, for he had power there to
command the support of the administration for fraud and wrong, while the
Governor was powerless to bring the President and his cabinet to protect
and defend the suffering rights of the people.
To this man, Calhoun, the Lecompton Convention confided the entire
machinery of the elections under their proposed constitution.
appoint

all

nounce the

He

was

to

the commissioners of election, receive all the returns, and proresult.

All the machinery of the Territorial Government

wa.s
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scheme of one-man power, uncontrolled and

irres{xmsible, substituted in its place.

The people had no confidence
General Calhoun.

in the impartiality or political integrity of

Witli that sort of inspiration which sometimes enlight-

community in great emergencies, they saw through the whole frauduscheme to its end. Their insight was more than verified by the result
which soon followed with the pretended elections of the 21st of December
and January 4th.
In the meantime there was intense excitement throughout the Territory.
The people were justly indignant at what they felt to be an artful scheme
to deprive them of all voice in their own government, and to impose upon
them a constitution which they abhorred, and which, with a fair opportunity to vote, they would overwhelmingly reject. In some quarters there were
tlireats of violence, and preparations for desperate action, which perhaps had
not yet assumed any definite form or been directed to any more distinct purIn the midst of all
pose tlran that of resisting a great impending Avrong.
this profound agitation, there was one loud call on the Governor to convene
an extra session of the Legislature. This seemed to be the voice of ftason,
calmly issuing out of the mighty tumult of passion.- The people demanded
an opjiortunity to give legal expression to their opinions and will with respect to the Lecompton Constitution
a just purpose which they could not
effect under that instrument, even if they liad believed their vote w^ould be
fairly counted and honestly returned.
It happened just at this time that Governor "Walker had received some
intimation that he had been undermined at Washington and was about to
be abandoned by the administration. He left the Territory, in pursuance
of lea%'e of absence previously obtained, and went directly- to the Federal
city, leaving me once more with all the power and responsibility of the
Governorship in my hands. But before his departure I earnestly entreated
him to call an extra se.-sion of the Legislature in response to the demands
of the people, and I said to him: "If you will not, I now inform you that
in all probability you will see my proclamation convening the Legislature
before you reach Washington."
I could elicit from him no opinion or advice; he went away, and I was left in this great emergency to act on my
own unaided judgment.
What was I to do? There were the military forces of the United States
at my command, and there was no reason to fear the result of any threatened
violence.
It hap[>ened that on the 30tli of November, the day before I
issued my proclamation, General Cass, Secretary of State, wrote me his
otHcial letter of that date, reminding mc of the fact that the army was here
to support me. and repeating to me the instructions previously given to
Governor Walker. Of course that letter was not received for some days
ens a
lent

—

afterwards, althougli I
ti»

call

done

on

in

it

knew very

army and my authority
But what could the army have

well all about the

for aid in certain contingencies.

the emergency of that day?

General Cass assumed

in his letter to
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me

Lecompton Constitution fairly submitted the shiverv question
and gave them an opportunity "to determine whether
Kansas
be a slave State or a free State, in the very
manner contemplated by

that the

to the people,

shall

organic law." You know how tar this was from
the facts of the aise';
but evidently General Cass expected me to emplov
the armv for the purpose
of maintaining order and fair play at the Calhoun
Its

How

elections.

inadequate would this have been to the demands
of the occasion
a battery of artillery pursuing Jack Henderson to

Delaware

utterly

Imac^ine

I

Cros.Miia to

prevent the forgery committed there; or a company
of dragoons tj-htlui:
the notorious frauds at Oxford, Kickapoo, and
elsewhere!

"The power of armies is a visible thing.
Formed and circumscribed in time and

space:

"'

but the devices of wicked men, bent on maintaining
ill-gotten power by
means of false oaths and forged papers, are too subtle to be met
and thwarted
by military forces. These are wholly inappropriate and
inefhcient.
The
only adequate remedies are the felon's manacles and
the cell of
the

j^eni-

tentiary.

But my own reasoning on
and conclusive.

this subject

satisfactory

was very simple, and,

I said to myself, "

The

to

constitution

mv

is,

mind,

or ousht

to be, for the people's

government. They have the right to adopt it or^reand they are entitled to a foir opportunitv to express
their will explicitly in a formal and legal manner. If the
people show in anv satislactory
way that they do not want this constitution, Congress will
not so far disr^
ject it;

gard

all

were

my

the principles of free government as to force it
upon them." ^uch
thoughts at the time, and they seem to me to be
just and reasonable now, as they did then.
In the simplicity of my heart, I did not dream
that a Democratic administration which had
been fullv committed to the
policy of submitting the constitution to the
vote of

the' people, would find
for calling the Legislature in order to
give them a fair opportunity to declare their will in a regular
and legal way.
ftiult

with

me

What harm

could

do, except to expose the villainy of those
enjoyed the fruits of that fraud and violence, by
It

who had alreadv

too lon^

which thev had usurped

the power they unjustly held?

In my message to the Legislature I recommended
the passaoe of a law
providing the means for holding a fair election, in
which the citizens could
vote for or against the constitution in an
effective and conclusive manner:
and I advised that the legislative action should be
contined to this subject

alone, with a view to
to

me

that

make

any other

it

more

influential with Concrress.

acts, especially

It wa< pla^n
such extreme partisan measure^ as

the natural resentment of the members
might incite them to adopt would
tend to prevent the accomplishment of
the single object
I

which was to defeat the Lecompton Constitution.
and .AIcGee frauds, I had given the majority in

Bv

had

rejecting the

in

view

Oxford

the Le'-islature'to the FreJf
State party, tu which it rightfully
belonged; and n<.wl had calkd dii^ opposition Legislature— mean opi.osition
I
to the administration at Wasliiu-ton
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— and given
to the

it

I5;

power in advance of the regular meeting to do a great service
It was very certain that, if by this act of

cause of right and truth.

had let loose the violent elements that were uppermost, to adopt all
and extravagant schemes which they were well known to contemplate, 1 should have been myself overwhelmed and disgraced.
Therefore I asked that they should do only what was necessary at the time, and
leave all other things to their regular meeting, which, by law, was to take
To this policy the members of the Legislaplace only a few weeks later.
They did not quite keep this pledge; but thev
ture pledged themselves.
passed the law which I had suggested, and this law was carried out by my
successor, CTOvernor Denver, and was the means of notifying Congress, and
all the world, that the people of Kansas were overwhelmingly opposed to
the Lecompton Constitution.
Everybody except myself anticipated what followed. I was, in reuliiv.
so unsophisticated, as to believe that a politician might do justice, even
against his own party, and not sutler in its esteem.
^Notwithstanding my promj)t removal by the President, no cpiestion was
made as to the legality and validity of my acts. General Cass, the Secretary
of State, in his letter of the lltli of December, 1857, instructed Goverjior
Denver, in reference to the extra session of the Legislatui-e which I had
called, in these words: "Its members are entitled to be secure and free in
their deliberations.
Its rightful action must also be respected.
Should ir
authorize an election by the people, for any purpose, this election should )><•
held without interruption, no less than those authorized by the convention."
This was a recognition that I had done nothing unlawful, but had only
exercised a power which the organic act confided to my discretion, and which
the President found himself compelled to uphold and defend, even while he
censured and removed me for the act.
In that same letter of instructions to General Denver, General Cass instructed the new Governor as to the elections under the control of Calhuuu,
iis president of the Lecompton Convention, in these words: "From these
views you will readily understand what the President regards as the chief
duty which devolves upon you as Mr. Stanton's successor. This duty is to
})reserve the peace in Kansas.
Every person entitled to vote under the
constitution ought to have safe access to the polls and to be free from any
restraint whatever in the exercise of the elective franchise.
If the civil
power is found iusuthcient for this purpose, the troops of the United States
should be emj)loyed in aid of it, and it may be a wise precaution to have
them stationed in advance within reach of those places where, in your judgmine

I

those wild

ment, their services are likely to be required."
In an address of my own on the 29th January, 185S. I used tliis language in reference to my act of calling an extra session of the Legislature

"The people were
the 'J'erritory

tliat,

intensely excited, and

without a

it

was the opinion of the coolest men in
under the con-^tiiii-

call of the Tje'Tislature. tlie elections
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tion could not have taken place without collision and bloodshed. The
meeting of
the Legislature diverted the attention of the people from the schemes
of violence
upon which they were brooding, substituted the excitement of debate and investigation for that of fierce and warlike hatred, and enabled their representatives to
devise

means
I

for counteracting the

wrongs which they

firmly believe I hud done

more

justly apprehended."

to preserve the

peace of the Territorv

by calling that extra session of the Legislature, than all the army of the
United States could have accomplished; and the exposure of the frauds
in the October election had an equal efficiency also to point
out, establish
and verify the similar frauds which were foreshadowed and anticipated in
the Calhoun-Lecompton elections of the 21st December and 4th of January.
The army of the Nation was wholly incompetent to deal with these
transactions, or in any way to prevent them, as 1 have already shown.
The

idea of meeting the perpetrators of these famous frauds with military
force
is supremely ludicrous.
John Calhoun had a company of dragoons to protect

him

as he carried these foi'ged returns, or their fraudulent results, oat

With my own eyes I saw him escorted in this way from
Lecompton. I do not mean to charge that General Cass or President Buchanan intended this use of the army, but I do say that such was the perof this Territory.

version of

its

functions, in spite of the better purposes proclaiuied in the

instructions.

Now it was evident that the President and his cabinet were fully committed to the Lecompton Constitution, and would recommend the admission
of the State under it, in case a favorable vote should be reported
by General Calhoun.
It was not doubted, indeed it Avas well knoyn, that he
would certainly make that report, because the people could not vote effectively, and therefore would not vote at all, in the election
on the adoption
of the constitution.
But the people did very generally vote in the election
of State

officei-s

on the 4th of January, and

still more generally in tlie
same day by the extra session of the Legislature.
for and against the ado})tion of the Lecompton Constitution.
Theconstitution was overwhelmingly rejected by the people.
The election was held
under the supervision of the Governor of the Territoiy, and so far
as I
know, its fairness has never been imjiugned. A subsequent investigation

election provided on the

established the fact that even in Calhoun's election for
State officers, the
Free-State candidates were elected by the legitimate votes of the
])eople, rejecting only those frauds which were notorious and incontestable.
But I
believe Calhoun kept the result within his own bj^east, intending
to

known only

make

it

in the

Constitution.

event the State should be admitted under the\econipton
That he intended to adopt the frauds and rejiort in favor of

the candidates elected by them,

is rendered only too certain by the
famou>
candle-box discovery which exploded the whole scheme.
He had taken the false result out of the forged papers, and like some murderer trying to conceal his crime, he had buried the foul carcass
and left it
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to rot in the

candle-box under the wood-pile in his

office

l.JU

yard

at

Lecomp-

ton.

After these exciting events, when I was no longer in
of
nil

in

official

all

my

personal intiuence to

Congress.

but relieved

office,

Washington with a view to use
prevent the success of the Lecompton scheme

responsibility, I started for

On

the way, at several places, I addressed large assemblages

of the jieople, giving them an impartial account of things in the Territory.

At Columbus, Ohio, there was a very large and enthusiastic meeting,
cluding Governor S. P. Chase and other prominent men,

who

in-

loudly con-

demned and denounced the frauds and wrongs attempted and perpetrated
in Kansas.
At Albany, the capital of Xew York, I was allowed to occujiy
the hall of the Hmise of Representatives of the State, in which I spoke to
the people, and the story of your wrongs was received and heard with profound interest and attention.

Again, in the

cities

York

I

their

sympathy with the struggling people of

of Philadelphia and

New

addressed immense audiences, in which the citizens loudly proclaimed
this Territory,

and

their in-

dignation at the wrongs threatened by the administration in approving and

George Bancroft,

supporting the Lecompton fraud.
Secretary of the
the meeting in

Navy under President

New York; and

at all the meetings

pathy from eminent Democrats

— from

whom

I first

knew

as

Polk's administration, presided at

such

letters of symGovernor Robert J.

were read

men

as

Walker, Stephen A. Douglas, Governor Henry A. Wise of Virginia, Thomas
John Hickman of Pennsylvania, and others of equal
Everywhere the masses of the people seemed to be thoroughly
{)rominence.
aroused to the enormity of the outrages against which I had raised my feeL. Harris of Illinois,

ble voice.

At Washington

the Democratic administration, with blind infatuation,

consummation of its fatal purpose. The Presihad submitted the Lecompton Constitution and
recommended the admission of the State under it. With hollow and sophistical arguments, ignoring the well-established facts of the case, which were
well known to the whole world, Mr. Buchanan insisted that this Lecompton
instrument was framed for and by the people of Kansas, and embodied their
will.
He urged Congress to accept it and force the people of Kansas to
live under it.
The Territorial Legislature had protested against it; the
people of the Territory by a solemn vote had overwhelmingly rejected it;
and more than half the people of the whole nation had given the plainest
indictitions of their symiiHthy with the people of Kansas, and their condemnation of the administration's stubborn policy of oppression.*
was moving steadily on

to the

dent, in a special message,

Gov. Deuver, in his sptech subse(iiiently made at tliis meeting, stated the interesting fact that at
the liogintiing of the Lecompton struggle ho had sent Judge KImore to Washington with a long letter to
Mr. lUtchanan, urging him to advise Congress to set aside the Lecom[)ton Constitution, and to pa>s an enabling act instead. Mr. Huchanan's reply to Judge KImore was, that he had already prepared his luossagc to Congress on the subject, and had
liberty to alter

These

shown

it

tu

some

parties.

He

regretted that he

di<l

not leol

:'.t

it.

facts, so creditable to (lov.

Denver and

to

Judge Elmore, only serve

to

make Mr. Kuchunan

s
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The Democrats
now in the

first

strength with the

still

tion,

and patronage

were somewhat divided; but the administraits existence, and in the plenitude of its
predominant Democratic party, used all its power

in Congress

year of

to secure the passage of this favorite measure.

Thomas L. Harris, of
House of Representatives referred the President's message on
the Lecompton Constitution to a select committee of fifteen, and " instructed

On

the 8th of February, 1858, on motion of Mr.

Illinois, the

this

committee

to inquire into all the facts

connected with the formation of

and the laws under which the same was originated, and
into all such facts and proceedings as have transpired since the formation
of said constitution having relation to the question or propriety of the admission of the said Territory into the Union under the said constitution, and
w lether the same is acceptable and sat'sfoctory to a majority of the legal
voters of Kansas; and that said committee have power to send for persons
and papers." As a matter of course, in pursuance of parliamentary usage,
Mr. Harris was made the chairman of this committee; and by the same
usage a majority of the committee ought to have been constituted of memBut this usage was wholly
bers favorable to the object of the resolution.

said constitution,

disregarded, and the majority of those appointed were partisans of the ad-

Lecompton scheme, and opposed to any invesnamed in the resolution.
the proportion of eight to seven, and thus became

ministration, favorable to the

tigation whatever, even of those very questions

The committee divided

in

and precedent for another famous commission, organized
nineteen years afterwards, in which the same fatal proportion of eight to
seven was developed. The majority of this committee, under the lead of
the eminent Southern statesman Alexander H. Stephens, refused to go behind the Lecompton Constitution and the vote reported by Gen. John
Calhoun. They held these to be absolutely conclusive, and so reported to
the House of Representatives.
It was in vain that Chairman Harris, at the
head of the minority of seven, referred to notorious facts which proved to
the prototype

the satisfaction of the world outside of the administration party,

people of Kansas abhorred the instrument and

all

the bad devices

tliat
liy

the

which

had been accompanied, and that in a legal vote they had actually rejected
by an overwhelming majority. The memorable eight of the committee
refused to go behind the returns of John Calhoun, or to consider any evidence aliunde, or outside of the Lecompton Convention and the vote
authorized under it. See report ^o. 377 of the House of Representativ&s,
1st session 35th Congress, page 314.
It there appears that on the 3d of
it
it

He had evidently been taking counsel with ihe
and had shown them his luessacre in favor of the Lecompton Constitution and when Gov.
Denver assured hita that tills iii.strunient was not acceptable to the people, and this assurance was no
doubt enforced by .ludse Khnnre, hiinself a member of the Lecompton Convention, and a S-iuthern
man of Ihe most decided character, the President felt himself so far committed that, against his own
regrets, he persisted in sending: in his messai,'e in favor of what he must have known to be a fraud and
a wrong
treachory to principle more plain and inJispiitable.

secessionisis,

;
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his report to the committee,

and the

fullowing resolutions:
''Resolved,

That the law of the Territory of Kansas providing

of the people of that Territory
as a State into the Union,

upon the propriety of

their

for taking the sense

applying for admission

and the vote of the people under said law:

also the law of

said Territory providing for the call of a convention in pursuance of the {»opalar
will thus expressed,

together with the registration of voters and the apportionment

of delegates to said convention under said act. and the election of said delegates as

constitution as framed by said convention, and the vote on
submission under its own schedule and provision, as officially adjudged antl announced, embrace all the laws and facts essential to the investigation of the questions submitted to this committee in the resolution of their appointment.
^'Besolved, That while we do not consider the vote of the •Ith of January last on the
submission of the said constitution by the late Territorial Legislature as having any
oflicially certified to, the
its

material bearing on the events of this inquiry, yet we admit, receive and allow to

be

filed

with the other matters collected by this committee the vote at that election.
and published by the officers of the Legislature."

as proclaimed

These resolutions, and the accompanying report of Mr. Stephens, were
Tliey were a mere cob-web of supli-

adopted by the vote of eight to seven.

behind which were concealed all the frauds and villainies attemj>red
and perpetrated against the people of Kansas. These were to he absolutely suppressed by the purblind supporters of Lecompton, though all the
world beside knew them to be fully established by the most conclusive
istry,

proofs.

In the early career of

Mohammed, the
who sought

once pursued by his enemies,

great prophet of Islam, he
to slay

him

v>a.-

as a folse prophet;

and one evening being very closely pressed, he took refuge in a cave, to
which the entrance was very small. The next morning, the enemy, still
pursuing him, traced him to the cave; but seeing the mouth of it covered
with cob-webs, which glittered in the morning light, they concluded it had
not been entered, and passed on.
The spiders had done the work in one
night; the intended victim escaped, and lived to control half the civili/ed
world for generations afterwards.

A. H. Stephens of. Georgia, Gov. Letcher of Virginia, Gen. Quitman of
Gov. Stephenson of Kentucky, and four other members of the
committee, all highly respectable and even eminent men in their party, were
the spiders that spun the web of sophistry to conceal the truth and to mainMississippi,

tain the

Lecompton

fraud.

They did

it,

quite as unconscious of the great

at the mouth of l\[oBut the device failed.
The flimsy fabric was bru-^iud
away, the truth came out before the whole world, and the course of histury
in this country was irresistibly directed by the far-reaching results of thest-

results

impending, as did their prototypes, the insects

hammed's cave.

apparently trifling events then so contemptuously disregarded.

The
gre.s^s

report of this committee opened the long

over the Lecompton question: and,

in spite

and

bitter

outest

in

Con-

of all the power and pat-

ronage of the administration, unscrupulously used

in this struggle, in

spit<-
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of the report of the committee and the attempt to suppre:«s all the facts, the
measure wa:> fiually defeated. The English bill, as it was called, was passed
This was not such a measure as ought to have been adop:ed
in its stead.
;

was the best that could be obtained under the circumstances, and was
accepted by the friends of Kansas, inasmuch as it enabled the people here

but
to

it

rid themselves forever

You

from the Lecomptou iniquity and its authors.
own institutions, and in due time were

then proceeded to form your

admitted into the Union without any further trouble.
To you, the old settlers of Kansas, this was a happy issue out of the
troubles of that day; it was not less fortunate, I believe, for the whole country.

Yet it was attended with disaster to those who opposed the right, and,
through their agency, brought incalculable evil in its train. At the inception of this great struggle in Congress on the '29t\\ of January, 18-58, from
Washington I issued an address to the people of the United States, in which
I attempted to defend

my own

acts, in these

words

:

"The measure for which I have been unjustly condemned has enabled the people
of Kansas td make known their real will in regard to the Lecompton Constitution.
This affords the Democratic party an opportunity to defend the true principles of
constitutional liberty, and to save itself from disastrous division and overthruv..

and not force upon them a government which they have rejected by a vote of four to one, the whole country will be
satisfied, and Kansas will quietly settle her own affairs without the least difficulty
and without any danger to the confederacy. The Southern States, which are supposed to have a deep interest in the matter, will be saved from the supreme folly of
standing up in defense of so wicked and dishonest a contrivance as the Lecompton
Constitution. The moral power of their position will not be weakened by a vain
and useless defense of wrong, when it is perfectly certain they will gain nothir.j.

If Congress will heed the voice of the people

even by success, in the present attempt.

"The extra session of the Kansas Legislature has done good. also, by giving:
means to expose and punish the monstrous frauds which have been perpetrated, and
doubtless, also, by preventing others which would have been attempted.

It

has

driven the guilty miscreants engaged in them to become fugitives from justice, and
has rendered it impossible for the people of the Territory hereafter to be endangered

by similar occurrences.
"In view of these facts and results, I willingly accept the rebuke conveyed in my
peremptory dismissal from t)thce, but I appeal to the deliberate judgment of the
people to determine whether I have not chosen the only honorable course which the
circumstances allowed
I

was not

a

me

pr()i)het

to pursue."

nor the son of a ])ruphet, but the evt-nts which soon

followed fully vindicated the wisdom of the premonition,

when

I

warned

the Democratic party again5t ''disastrous division and overthrow,'* as a

consequence of disregarding " the true principles of constitutional liberty,"

and the Southern States against "the supreme folly of standing up in deand di.-hunest a contrivance as the Lecom})ton Consritution." The Democratic patty came out of the Lecompton struggle divided
and hopelessly broken to pieces; and in the next Presidential election, like
a disordered army divided and whipped in detail, it was utterly and tinally

fense of so wicked
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overthrown.

Ig3

in a minority of nearly a million of the

popular vote,

Mr. Lincoln ^vas legally made President by the vote of the electoral
leges; and then the Southern States, hurried on to their de.stiny bv
prenie folly" in the preceding

crisis,

col".su-

were soon involved in that dreadful

war which entailed the destruction and h«s of billions of money and
property, and countless thousands of precious lives.
Slavery, which was
civil

the miserable bone of controversy in this Territory, and the pretext for the
tremendous excitement in Congress over the Lecompton question, was en-

gulfed in perdition by the convulsions of the civil war, and
ated forever from every part of our

happy country.

is

now

obliter-

This, ye old settlers of

Kansas, is the outcome and the result of all your suiTerings and sacrifices,
your steadfastness and prudence, and your heroic fortitude iii the old days
of your history.
I say the Democratic party was broken to pieces

but

must not do

and utterly overthrow n

;

number of Anti-Lecompton Democrats, many of them distinguished members of the partv, who upI

injustice to that considerable

held the true principles of constitutional liberty in this great crisis, and
manfully opposed and denounced the errors and wrongs of their own ad-

They held the balance of power, and are entitled to the
having turned the scale in favor of the right. Many of these afterwards became Republicans, and all of them, I believe, sustained the policv
of President Lincoln in resisting- the attem})t of the Southern States to
break up the Union, and in endeavoring to maintain the constitutional supremacy of the Federal Government. But as a party the Democratic organization was crushed, and it has now been doing penance during a quarter
ministration.

credit of

As always happens in such cases,
But now the partv has been

of a century for the sins of that period.

the innocent have suffered with the guilty.
purified by long suffering, as if by fire;

appearance,

How

is

about to be reinstated

easily tne

it

stands regenerated, and, to

all

the confidence of the nation.

whole course of these momentous events might have been

completely changed!

were disposed

in

In the

summer

of 1857, some of your old settlers

put in o])eration the Topeka Government, which you had
already formed, with a constitution adopted, and all the official machinory
to

prepared for a State of your own.

This was, as we all know, antagonistic
Government, in defiance of its laws, and not recognized,
but expressly repudiated by the Federal authorities at Washington that
is to say, by both the President and the two houses of Congress.
We may
to the Territorial

;

speak of these things calmly now
you. Those who proposed merely

Government

—

I

mean

neither to flatter nor to ofleiid

to present the

Topeka Constitution and

Congress in the character of a petition for the admission of
the State under it, were pureuing a vain shadow which was only calculated
to

to keep up the agitation and prevent the cooperation of the whole people in
establishing a State government by the regular vote of tiie majority in a
fair election;

while those

who

insisted

upon

its

immediate establishment.
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putting

it

in actual operation as the

government of the people, and thereby

movement not
They were prompting the people to rush
into collision with the Federal Government, which had already proclaimed
its determination to support the existing laws, and the regular proceedings
under them for the preparation of a State government. This determination

superseding the Territorial Government, were proposing a
only irregular, but revolutionary.

was certain

to be

— supported

as

it

—

during the whole of Mr. Buwas on these points by the undi-

maintained for four years

chanan's administration

vided Democrats, holding and likely to hold a majority in both houses of
Congress.

The Topeka movement undoubtedly enlisted the sympathies of
At Lawrence, and perhaps other

the people throughout the Territory.
places, there

were attempts impatiently to anticipate the establishment of
government, and to get up independent local organiza-

this revolutionary

tions in defiance of the Territorial laws.
trial

tion

and

how

In a

fair election,

and with a

full

knew the Topeka organizabut the Lecompton movement was in progress,
get that out of the way. The great problem was,

of the strength of both parties, everybody

would have prevailed;
it was indispensable to

to get the people to recognize this state

of things, and to act upon

it

widely.

Very soon after he came
among the people and made

^y
/

to

the Territory, Governor

Walker went out

addresses in several places, in which he urged

abandonment of the Topeka movement, and earnestly solicited them to
in the October elections and assert their supremacy in the
Territory, which would enable them to control the important question of
the State Constitution.
President Buchanan was pledged to the policy of
the

go to the polls

submitting the constitution to the vote of the people for ratification or

Governor Walker did not hesitate to promise
favor of the same policy, and solemnly pledged himself

jection.

stitution not so submitted.

At

re-

all his influence in

to

oppose anv con-

the Free-State Convention at Topeka, on

the 9th of June, 1857, being called out by the people at his lodgings there,

he gave these assurances in the most solemn and explicit manner, at the
same time repeating his declaration that the Territorial Government, with
the aid of the army of the United States, if necessary, would maintain peace
at the polls, secure a full opportunity for every citizen to vote, and prevent
and repudiate every fraud or wrong which it was possible to resist or rem-

edy by the executive authority.
I was not in the counsels of the Free-State party, and knew their designs
only through their public avowals. It was well umlerstood, I believe, that
they were divided in opinion. One party in the convention, under the lead
of General J. '11. Lane, was in favor of extreme and violent measures, and
proposed to put the Topeka Government into immediate operation; the
other was understood to be headed by Governor Charles Robinson, and to
advise a more moderate and rational line of policy, being willing so fur to
confide in our pledges as to try their strength at the polls in the October
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elections.

There

wa.s

a bitter contest between

Kjo

these two sections of the

Free-State party, and, according to our information, there was imminent
danger that the Lane party would prevail. Such at least were the intimations given out to the public,

and I had no doubt

were substantially true; but

they were not, then

if

at the time that they

it

remains for those who

were inside the Free-State movement to show that these public outgivings
were not sincere, and to explain the real intentions of the parties concerned.
But, at anv rate, eventually the counsels of the moderate men prevailed.
extremists w^ere withheld from the execution of their dangerous designs.
and the masses of the Free-State party were induced to participate in the
October elections, and thus to get legal control of the Territorial Government,
What was
instead of embarking in a rebellion against the United States.
the result of this policy of wisdom and moderation, I have already shown.
By the rejection of the Oxford frauds, the majority of the people were
By the election of
installed in their rightful supremacy in the Territory.
the 4th of January, authorized by the law passed at the extra session of the
Legislature, you demonstrated that the Lecomj)ton Constitution was not the
You passed laws to punish frauds and false returns
creation of the people.
at the elections, and thereby drove from the Territory John Calhoun and

The

his dishonest coadjutors,

who had sought

to pollute the sources of political

power and to maintain the usurpations of a corrupt minority. You placed
Mr. Buchanan and his administration, and all those Democrats who supported them, in the wrong. And thus placing them in the wrong bef -re
the eyes of the whole world, you were enabled to defeat them and break
them up. And finally, you had the great triumph of establishing your own

Topeka Constitution,

substantially, according to your

own

will.

suppose that different counsels had prevailed at Topeka in the summer of 1857 suppose the extreme men had succeeded in persuading the

Now

—

Government in rebellion against the
Government of the United States. Instead of placing Mr. Buchanan in the
wrong, you would have been in the wrong yourselves. Instead of dividing
the Democratic party on the Lecompton question and finally breaking them
to pieces, you would have consolidated them on the question of sustaining the
majority to set up the Topeka State

Federal Government, in support of the laws against its rebellious citizons.
In the midst of conflict and civil war, there would probably have been no
frauds at Oxford and no exposure of the methods adopted by your opponents,
because violence would have taken the place of fraud, and that violence jusIt is impossible to conjecture exactly what
tified by your own fatal example.

would have been the course of events. But the whole history of the lorriTne Letory would have been altered and its destiny materially modified.
compton Constitution would probably have been adopted, and Mr. Buelian;in
succeeded by another Democratic President. In the course of time, you
would no doubt have moulded the constitution to the will of the majority:
but the obstacles would have been great and your progress would have l^ctn
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slow and with feeble paces, compared to those rapid strides by which you
have reached your present niagnilicent position. I do not for a moment sujv
pose that slavery could have been very long continued under any circumit might
have been much more
and your implication in it might have been much
more disastrous and destructive to all your interests.
Allow me to say here, that in my judgment Governor Walker has never
received the full measure of applau.se which he deserved for his effons^ to
conciliate the people, and his success in bringing them to a trial of their
strength in the Territorial elections. This was the true exodus out of the
wilderness of your troubles. It was the policy of true wisdom and exalted
patriotism.
You met him half way, and notwithstanding his forced resignation as Governor, this policy which he had inaugurated was carried out
successfully, and triumphed in the end.
Mr. Blaine, in his recent history of twenty years in Congress, sums up

stances;

but the

prolonged and

process of destroying

difficult,

the result of Gov. Walker's administration in Kansas with the simple but
emphatic declaration that he "failed." But I must insist, it was no failure.
Mr. Buchanan deserted him, and left him the alternative of coming back

here to be dismissed, as

I

was. or of resigning the position which he could no

longer hold with honor.

But, in spite of all this, by your cooperation and
the wise course of moderation which you pursued, he had prepared the wav

which brought merited rebuke to ^h: Buchanan and defeat
bad schemes he sought to promote. The failure was Buchanan's, and

for that result
to the

The triumph was yours; but you

not Walker's.
justice to the

memory

finally prevailed, but

otic exertions.

of the

man who was

who was not permitted

was

will not fail to

do liberal

the author of the policy which
to enjoy the fruits of his patri-

was mine, to stand on the eminence
of truth and right from which he could see the promised land; but that waIt

his fortune, as

it

all.

You

alone, ye

and heroes

men

of iron, worthy fathers of this great State, pioueei^

in the times that tried

men's souls, you alone had the privileire
of crossing the Jordan that intervened and entering this goodly land of
liberty.

May

it

continue tVirever

to

cease to flow with milk and lionev.

blossom like the

/

rose,

and may

it

never
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ADDRESS OF EX-GOVERXOR JAMES W. DExWER.

Delivered at the Old Settlers' Meeting, Bismarck Grove, Lawrence,
September 3d, 1884.

Ex-Governor Charles Robinson, president of the meeting, in introducing
Governor Denver to the audience of old settlens, made some remarks explaining the circumstances attending the appointment of Governor Denver
as Secretary and acting Governor of Kansas Territory.
It so happened
that Governor Robinson was bearer of the information both to acting Governor Stanton of his removal from office, and to Governor Denver of his
appointment to succeed to the office.
Having been appointed Secretary of Kansas Territory, assuming office
December 21, 1857, General Denver became acting Governor at that date.
He served as such till ^Nlay 12, 1858, when he received the appointment of
Governor. He continued in office as Governor till October 10, 1858, when
he resigned.

Gov. Denver spoke as follows
Mr. Chairman, and Old
tidence.

I

am

:

appear before you to-day with

dif-

to give a narrative of events that occurred twenty-five years ago,

and

Settlers of Kan^^as: I

must speak from memory.

I will speak of events as near as I can in their order.
have addressed some audiences in Kansas before, but, as your president has informed you. under very different auspices from the present. Yesterday you had an
address from Gov. Stanton, as to events transpiring in the Territory of Kansas up
to the time he left.
You have heard from Gov. Robinson the circumstances of my
I

Nothing ever surprised me more than the information
to me the paper that Gov. Robinson had
handed him that morning. I would rather have retired from public life than to have
accepted that position. Not that I had any fear but what I could satisfy a reasonable people as to what my duties were and what their duties were, but it was perhaps
difficult for them to understand me when they supposed that I represented an element hostile to them.
The events that brought about the removal of Governor Stanton I was not familiar with, except as I gathered them from general report and from the newspapers.
That those troubles were serious, and that they were dangerous to the peace
of the country, no one could doubt. Therefore my first resolutionwas. not to accept
the appointment, as I told Governor Stanton, and wliich he will recollect. He informed me that I must accept; that I could not refuse; that the Legislature was to
meet in a few days in regular session, and that if I did not accept it, there would be
no representative of the Federal Government here. Under those circumstances, I
wrote the President that I would accept the appoiiitnieut upon condition that I
succession to Gov. Stanton.

given

me by Gov.

12

Stanton,

who handed
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should be relieved as soon as the Legislature adjourned.
that that should be done.
tion.

Answer came back

When

I

received information

the Legislature adjourned. I sent on

that they wished

me

to hold

on

before Congress for the admission of the State under the

my

resigna-

until bills then pendiiiL:

Lecompton Constitution

That hung fire for a long time, and finally passed Congress
with what was known as the English amendment, submitting the question to a vote
of the people. Then I asked to be relieved. Again they asked me to remain here
until that election came off.
I remained, and that election resulted exactly as I supposed it would. I then asked to be relieved again, but they begged of me to remain
until the October election, which I did. I then sent on my resignation, and left the
Territory without asking permission. That is the way I came to leave here, although
a great many supposed that I was compelled to go. The only scolding that I got
far doing that thing was from the people of Kansas for going away, and from Mr.
Buchanan for having resigned.
The Legislature convened shortly after I took charge of the government. You
have heard something about the material composing that body. You have heard of
their inexperience, their want of legislative knowledge; but I will add that they
were honest in their desires to do what was right, I believe. Some of the members
were disposed to resist everything that the Governor should propose, and in a short
time it got to be that some of them thought it was a credit to pass any bill over the
Governor's veto, if possible. All sorts of schemes were presented. One man was
should be acted upon.

asking for the exclusive right to establish a ferry across a

river,

clusive right to build a bridge across a stream, another for

town

another for the exsites, another for a

They were a>king

for everything you could conceive of, almost.
I deterwould not take part for or against any of the political
factious or parties in the Territory. I did not belong to the Territory. I was not

divorce.

mined

at the outset that I

here as a citizen of the Territory; I was here as a representative of the Federal Government. I therefore took no part in the local affairs of the Territory, only so far
as

was necessary to represent the Federal Government.

^Yhile I

as to the great question that agitated the country, as to whether

had

it

my own

views

should be a slave

State or a free State, I did not propose to mix with it. Had I been a citizen of this
State I never should have voted to introduce slavery into Kansas; but I did not consider that I had any business to interfere with that question; all that I had to do

was

to

hold the balance evenly, administer the laws, and protect the rights of the

people.

The Free-State men had entire control of both houses of the Legislature; and I
might go on here and relate a good many circumstances that occurred during the
session that would be very amusing, but it is hardly worth while to do it. Among
the many wild schemes that were proposed, the wildest, perhaps, was that of the
"Lawrence AYater Company,"' by which the citizens of Lawrence were to be compelled to pay toU to a company for all the water they might use, no matter whether
they got it out of the Kansas river or out of the wells. I thought the water ought
to be free to everybody, and that a man should have the right to dig on his own
premises and get water wherever he could. So I returned that bill with my objections, in a veto message.
The bUl had passed the Council by a majority. It passed
the Assembly by a nearly unanimous vote. Of course I had to return it to the CounThe worthy President of the Council had voted against the bill, and I thought,
cil.
he being a citizen of Lawrence, that of course I was doing what he would approve:
but when the veto message was read he called some one else to the chair and got on
the floor and made a very violent assault on the executive action; he thoui'ht he could
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not submit to anything of that sort, although the executive action was on the same
side tliat his vote had been.

They passed the
told

me

bill in

my veto, and some one came down and
manner what had been done. I laughed, and remarked
right; that if I had had any ill feelings towards the peo-

the Council over

in a rather exulting

answer that that was all
Lawrence, I certainly would have approved tliat bilL because it would have
put a tax upon them for all time to come, which, however, I did not think exactly
right.
In about a half an hour some one came and told me that there was a great
crowd in the Legislative hall. I stepped up to see what was the matter: and I think
the whole town of Lawrence was there. They crowded the members into a little
corner where they could scarcely turn around, and there was as much excitement as
I ever saw when Jim Lane was making speeches against Jack Henderson.
At last
they took a vote upon the question, and there was not a single vote against the veto.
The Governor was upheld that time by the unanimous vote of the Assembly.
I only give that as one of the incidents.
Another matter that I might refer to was
the Minneola capital. It was supposed that a large number of the members of the
Legislature were interested in that venture. I did not much fancy living in Lecompton, I admit. It was a poor place to live in at that day; I think it is better
now. But it was the Capital, and had been fixed so by law; and I did not think that
the Legislature had any right to remove it.
They had a right to move from place
to place to hold their sittings, but they had no right to remove the capital of the
Territory. I learned after a while that there were a good many of the members who
were interested in lots in the proposed new capital. I did not know how that might
be, but upon general principles I was opposed to doing anything that would get up
any excitement or a disturbance. I vetoed that bill. They passed the bill over my
veto, and then it appeared who were interested in that affair.
Several very good
men, for whom I had the highest regard, I found had secured an interest in the
shape of lots; and they went to work and put up a great big building that they called
the "Capitol Building." About the time that thry got it up they came and notified
me that I was to remove the records and everything connected with the Territorial
Government do^vn to Minneola.
Lecompton, as I said, was not a very inviting place, but from what I could It-arn
it was quite as good as Minneola.
Minneola was out on the prairie, with not a shade
tree anywhere near it, while Lecompton was on the banks of the river, and we could
at least see the water pass by, and could, if we desired, go a-fishing now and then;
but down at Minneola we had not even that opportunity. So I declined to go. Then
they talked about getting out a mandamus; but finally that all passed away, and
Minneola was heai^d of no more forever.
Then we had a bill to reorganize the militia. That bill was gotten up for the
purpose of taking away from the Governor all the rights that he had in relation to
in

ple of

the militia. Under the organic act he was the Commander-in-Chief of the Army and
Navy of Kansas. The navy was not very strong, but it was pretty nearly as strong
then as the United States Navy is now.
For what motive the new militia bill was proposed, I do not know it might have
been good and might not have been good. I do not think it was very good. It was
;

proposed to relieve the Governor of his responsibility.

While the Governor was not

particularly anxious about such things, he did not propose to be relieved of such responsibilities he proposed to exercise all that were conferred upon him, as he always did do whenever it was necessary. That was an effort to give somebody else
power to appoint military oflicers, and to commissicm them. The Governor refused
:

to recognize such

appointments.

Commissions were issued by some of the

parties
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named

in the bill
and the Governor came very near getting some of them into *ome
very troublesome places, and would have done so if they had not dropped the whole
;

thing.

Then came

a proposition for a

new convention

to

Now. mv
and I have received letand I will give it to vou as

frame

a constitution.

friends, there has been a great deal said about that matter,
ters

from

several parties asking for information about

it,

nearly as I can recollect, and I believe, correctly. You will recollect first, that the
Governor, under the organic act. had three days in which to consider anv bill which
might be sent to him by the Legislature for his signature. If he would keep the bill
in his possession for three days without returning it to the Legislature, with or without his objections, then it became a law of itself. If he approved it. of course it
became a law if he objected to it, and sent it back, then the Legislature had the
right to pass upon it. and pass it over the veto by a two-thirds vote. Now the Legislature had to meet on the first Monday in January, and the law fixed the term for
forty days. It fixed the time on the first Monday in January when it should meet,
and therefore it included the whole of that day and at the' end of forty days the
session came to a close. This bill for the culling of a convention to frame a new
constitution was passed and sent to me within three days of the end of the session
that is, it was sent to me on the thirty-seventh day of the session. I concluded that
we had constitution enough. We had then pending before Congress the Lecornpton
Constitution, which was a pretty ugly-looking affair all around. We had the Topeka
Constitution, which was objected (o on the other side just as much and then we had
the Territorial Government established by act of Congress, and I thought we hiid
about as much government as one little Territory could very well live under.
Some time beft>re that I think early in the session I was so thorougWv convinced of the fact that we were having too much constitution, that I sent^to Judge
Elmore, whom many of you knew, who lived up at Tecumseh, and a man in whose
judgment I had great confidence. /I sent for him to come down and see me at Lawrence.
He did so. We talked the' matter over, and I presented to him mv views in
reference to the Lecornpton Constitution. He agreed with me.
Then, says I. "Judge, I want you to go to Washington City and see the President
:

";

:

:

—

on

—

this subject."

He

says.

'•

When

?

"To-morrow morning."
"Why." says he, "I have got nothing
I said.

—

1 have no clothing with me."
Says I. "You don't need anything all you will want will be a shirt, and that you
can buy anywhere, as you go along start in the morning."
That night I wrote a long letter to the President, in which I summed up the condition of affairs here in the Territory, as I then understood tliem. and I urired him.
not to present the Lecornpton Constitution to Congress at all, but to ask Concrress
to pass an enabling act to let the people of the Territory hold a convention" and
adopt a constitution and to wipe out all of those unauthorized constitutions that
were presented.
Judge Elmore went on to Washington City and presented my letter to the President, had a long conversation with him. and 'also with his own brother-in-law. Senator Fitzpatrick. and other Southern gentlemen whom he knew there; and thev
all
;

;

agreed to my advice.
Mr. Buchanan said that he was very strongly impressed with it. and that he was
very sorry that he had not had ttie information earlier, because he had prepared his
message in relation to tlie Lecornpton Constitution, and he had shown it to several
nators. and could not withdraw it.
It went in.
You all know the result.
Well. I concluded that I would not approve that bill for calling a convention
to
frame a new constitution. Several committees wore appointed by the Legislature
to call upon me. begging me if I would not approve it, to return it to them That
they
might act upon it. I told them no. that I had made up mv mind, and that I was no't
to be moved; that I thought we had constitution enough, and that I had an
absolute
veto in that case, and I proposed to exercise it, which I did.
The next night, after twelve o'clock, a bill was brought to me purporting to be a
bill calling a convention for a new constitution, and indorsed on
it that it had been
returned by the Governor and passed by a two-thirds vote. notwithstandin<^ these
objectiims. That was signed by the four officers
the presiding officer of each
_

—
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house, the Secretary of the Council, and the Cerk of the Assembly. I immediately
sent for them, and told them that while th^t act of theirs, if I was disposed to act upon
it, gave me [)Ower to do somethiiiLT much to their disadvantage. I did not desire to do
it, because I did not want any trouble or disturl)ance in the Territory; that that act
was all wrong on their part: that they certified to that which was not true; that that
paper had never been before the Governor: that the bill sent to him never had been
out of his possession, and he had not returned it to the Legislature with his objections, and consequently the whole statement was false.
Mr. Currier had the bill in his hands. He asked me what I wanted them ti> do.
I told him I wished them to do one of two things: to give me a certificate of the fact
that that had never been acted upon by the Leirislature at all. or else to destroy it
there, in my presence.
They said that that would be pretty rough. Currier said
that he would not put his name to any such paper as that, and said he: "What shall
we do with it?'' Deitzler said: " Destroy it.'" He said: "AH right," and he tore it
up and stuck it in the stove. That was the lust of that bill.
Now a resolution was passed after the term had closed, after twelve o'clock at
night, and the legal term of the Legislature had absolutely closed
a resolution was
passed, declaring that that bill had been properly passed by the Legislature, and
they resolved that they would go on and hold the convention. Notwithstanding all
that had occurred, and the failure of the bill to become a law, they decided to hold
the convention. They did hold that convention at Leavenworth, and my friend Col.
Ritchie called at my office on his way down, informing me that they were going
down there to hold the convention. I told him that that was all right, and if he is
here he will no doubt recollect it. "Well," he said, "what are you going to do about
"Why." says I, "nothing: the Constitution of the United States gives to the
it':"
people the right to assemble and discuss all public questions, and after they have
assembled if they choose to turn their assenably into a debating society, they have a
right to do it; I am not going to trouble them at all." So he went away.
After a time he came back and told me that they had adopted a constitution, and
they were going to put it into operation, and wanted to know what I was going to
do about it. "Well, now." says I, "Mr. Ritcliie. if I were to tell you what I was going to do about it you would know just as much as I do, and I do not propose you
shall know what I am going to do. but I will say to you that you had better think
two or three times before you make that move." Well, after a time the constitution
came around, and it turned out that it was to be submitted to a vote of the people
and the returns were to be made to the Governor and three others. They claimed in
an address they made, that there were thirty thousand voters in the Territory, and
one of the provisions of the constitution was that there should be "universal suffrage:" that every man. woman and child, every horse, every cow, everything that
had life in it. should have the right to vote in Kansas. Well, that is only an illustration of the wildness of the times. The people -were carried away by their passions
and their excitement: but it was not my place to be carried away by anything of
that sort.
Standing here as the representative of the General Government, taking
no part in any of these excitements, it was my place to look at things calmly and
weigh them properly, and act for the good of the people.
The election was held, and the returns showed somewhere in the neigborhood of
three thousand votes cast, and the thing drop]->ed right there. Nothing more was
heard about the constitution. I infer that there were no frauds in that election, or
they might possibly have brought it up to tlie thirty thousand that was claimed in
the address/y £>
My fel^(7w-citizens. there are doubtless many other things connected with the legislation of that session that I miglit refer to.
But I presume that you have heard
about as much of my administration here a< you care about. I came to the Territory without knowing myself that I was to remain here; without being known
to many of you.
True, I had some friends in the country who received me kiiuUy
from the start, and they gave kind reports about me to their neighbors. True, there
were some in the country who were determined not to be satisfied with anything I
did; but they were very few. and wheir I was leaving the Territory, the people of
Leavenworth, without regard to party, gave me a supper, which I have alway- regarded as one of the greatest compliments ever paid to me. Every shade of political opinion was represented at that party, from the most ultra Fro-Slavery man to
the most violent of the Free-State men, and when I entered the room and looked
down that table, I was ready for almost anything that might occur, for I did nor see
how it was possible for such a gathering uf men to get through an evening i>l( as-

—
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antly and without distuTbance, and more especially when the table was loaded
down
with wine. But it passed off quietly. There was not a sin>rle word uttered by
anyone there calculated to injure the feelinK's of anyone else. Thev treated each other
with all deference, respecting each other'.s oj.iuions, referring to no
subject of irritation whatever. Among them I will mention Judge Lecompte, who
at that time,
talking I think for nearly an hour, never <mcc referred to politics. I
have alwav^
looked back to that reception as one of the brightest spots in my career.
Now. my fellow-citizens, perhaps it might be well for me to refer a little more
in exten><o to the trip that I made in the southern part of
the State with Governor
Kobinson. 1 lie Governor has very kindly informed vou about what
was done at that

time. He did not tell you. however, some things that occurred.
He did not tell vou.
for instance, that shortly after we made our start down there,
he and Judcre Wri^'ht.
riding together in a buggy, got into the Marais des Cygnes.
about the middle of %he
stream, when something about the carriage broke, and the horses
could not go on.
and they had to stop. Judge Wright was in bad health, and thou<^ht he
would be
rmned if he got wet. and so Governor Robinson got out and backed up a.^ainst
the
carriage, and got Judge Wright on his shoulders, and walked
out with him. The
Governor says now. that he was in hopes he would slip and fall down,
but he could
not hnd any rock to slip on. and so he got the Judge out safely.
Well, we went on to Osawatomie.
The streams were verv high. We had to swim
several of them; that is. we crossed on a raft ourselves, and
had our horses swim. \t
Osawatomie, some wild fellow there. I believe they called him Pat. Devlin,
who looked
very much as though he was trying to carry out his name,
for he certainlv acted as
wild y as It was possible for a man to do
I never saw a man under more excitement
while we were trymg to get across the stream, he plunged
into it and swam across.
V\e were told afterwards that he was determined
to kill somebody; that he was e<recially hostile to Federal officers; and as I was the
only Federal officer alon^." I suppose
that I was the one that incurred his hostility at the time.
After a while we met Montgomery
at Moneka, I believe. I addressed the people
there, and I appealed to them to turn out and take
care of their own affairs, luuf to
protect their neighbors in their rights as well, to live
peaceablv with each other, and
carry on the affairs of the country in the same way
as tliey had been carried on in
the communities from whence they had come, and that
their rights were the *ame here
as they were there, and that they ought to protect
each other and see that no one
tTenched upon the rights of his neighbor. We were well
received there. Governor

—

—

—

Robinson made some remarks, and Judge Wright also, and
when we were just about
ready to depart. Captain Montgomery came up: did not
come up to us exactly, but
he sent 1 at Devlin to say to me, that he wi^^hed to talk
to me. and if I would -ive mv
pledge of honor not to arrest him. he would come up and
talk to me.
I told hiii
that I was not down there to arrest anybody; that
I had come down to see and talk
with the people, and see if we could not arrange
matters so as to have peace and
quiet in he land, but as for giving a pled^^e of honor,
or a pledge of any other kind,
that would bind my othcial action whenever it became
necessary to act. I wa^ not .-oing to do It. and I did not do it. We went from there
down to' Montgomery's pla'ce.

We met

a crowd ot people there.
They were all armed. I made an address to them
and so did Governor Robinson. I think; I am not sure
about that.
But we went from there to Fort Scott, and the people
having been notified that I
wished to meet them there, they gathered in to the
number of about 800 or I.oCh).
I hink almost every man in Bourbon county
was there, and there with his arms on.
Ihey had ritles. and shot-guns, and pistols, and knives, and
they were all in si-ht: and
they looked as though they were ready to use them
on each other. Great excitement
prevailed
I made some remarks to the people,
talked to them as quietly and pleasantly as I could, and was followed, I think, by Judge
Wright. After he got throu^^h.
Gov. Ransom, formerly Governor of Michigan, took
the stand. I had great confidence in Governor Ransom. He was an elderly man.
a man of great in?elligenoe. a
ma who had the respect of everybody that knew him,
and I was confident that he
won d do everything in his power to bring about the
result we all so much desired.
there,

r

"""".

''"^'

^^

'''

'"'^'^

^''"^

I ^'^^^^'l

*"»^ denouncinu' the

Fr.P Sf
f"*^
Frte-State
people'ffor V'
having brought
on the condition of affairs that existed there.
and m an instant Judge U right interrupted him very
sharply and faced him. I
sprang up between them and told them that thing must
stop. Savs I. "Gov. Ran om!
you are a much older man thani; I did not expect
this

Y
You
:

^

''''''"' "•"''; ""^'
.,;
r'take
I
,uust
,

different

your seat and ke.p quiet."

kind of conduct on vour part:
You must stop this talkin.^.
did take his seat, and kept quiet. I

from you.

He
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regretted very much tu do it. I regretted to speak in that manner to a man much
older than my^elf. bnt it was a crisis in affairs at the time.
If he had been permitted to go on it 'vvoiild have resulted in a bloody fight on the spot, for the people
had already begun to separate into two parties, and in another minute or two. or
npua the tiring uf a single shot, there is no telling how many people would have

been killed there.
To make a long story short, I prevailed upon all the county officers of that county
to resign their otnces. and then I told the people that while" I had the
right to appoint any man I pleased to fill the vacancies, that I desired an expression of
their
wishes in the matter, and that I wanted them to hold an election, right then
and
theie, and that I would receive it as instructions as to whom to appoint^to
those
offi-

They asked me how they should do it. I told them to set up their candidates,
them out at one side of the public square, one here and another there, and let
their friends form a line on the right and on the left.
They placed their candidates
out, and I gave the word to march.
The peoj.le then formed. I then ai)pointed
two men to count them. They then counted them, and reported to me the number
that they had found for each candidate. The first was for sheriff. I think.
Then for
the next offices we went through the same ceremony, and the election
was held in
that way. I gave them a certificate of appointment, and as soon as I
got up to Lecompton I sent them their commissions. We had no more trouble down there.
From there we went to the place on the Marais des Cygnes where that horrible massacre had occurred only a short time before. We found every man who
came there
had his arms with him. I addressed them about as I had been addressing the
people before; quieted the trouble in the neighborhood, and appointed
the proper officers for that county: and we came on home, and I believe those
adjustments lasted
ces.

{)lace

as long as the Territory lasted.

Now I have brought you through pretty much all of the ten months that I was
I have perhaps given some facts that vou have not heard before;
perhaps
you have heard some matters differently related." I have endeavored to give you the
facts %vithout embellishment, and trust that the relation of
them will leave a^ good
an impression upon your mind as the facts themselves did at the time I
left^this
with you.

Territory as Governor.

But that was not all that I had to do with Kansas. It so happened that when the
war of the Rebellion broke out I was appointed to a command in the army, and ordered to report to General Hunter. I did report to General Hunter at For"t Leavenworth for duty. He looked at my order and said: '-Very well. I will just
put vou in
command of all the troops in Kansas." Well," said I, General, what are the trooj,s
and where are they:-" Said he, "I don't know anything about them: you must find
them the best way you can." Well. I soon found that he was much disgusted with
something. I began to inquire around to find out whether I had
anybody to fight
or not. The same day. I think it was, a man came down
from Troy, Doniphan
county, with a requisition for thirty davs' rations for six hundred
men. He was referred to me. I asked him for his muster roll. He said he did not
have any. • Well."
-said I.^"how can I issue rations without
knowing whether you have any"men at all
or not? You must have been mustered into service. You
must satisfy me about
•'

that."
Well, he said they

•'

had always been drawing rations that wav. -'Well," savs I. "I
t give you an order for anything
of that sort. General Hunter may do i't. but I
cannot." Then I took him and introduced him to General Hunter
and he asked him
some questions. I told him how matters stood. Well he said he would give him
rations for ten days. I believe it was, and that he must
go back home and bring on
the muster roU and the necessary papers to show that
they were in the service.' At
the end of ten days he came back, and with him
the Colonel (I have forgotten the
name) and the muster roll of the regiment, and the roll consisted of one Colonel, one
Lieutenant Colonel, four Captains, four First Lieutenants, six Second Lieutenants,
and not a single private. Well. I told him that that kind of a roll was not sutlicieiit
to draw rations for six hundred men, and he went
awav, and I suppose from what I
heard afterwards, that there was not a foot of ground between Troy
and Leavenworth
that he did not make resound with almses of me.
I afterwards learned that there was
a regiment down at Mine creek that had lost
Us Colonel, and the Major of the regiment came in and
reported that there was no
Colonel belonging to that Regiment, and that the Lieutenant
Colonel had resigned
and he wanted the Culoneloy. Well, he produced the
resignation of the Lieutenant
«- o.unel, and
wlio should it be but my old friend, John Ritchie. There was somecan
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I did not like about the whole proceeding and so I concluded that I would go
see about it in person, and I did so, and I rode right into camp without being halted once, although they were within a few miles of the Missouri border, where
There was not a single sentinel
lifty men could have gone in and surprised them.
out. The Lieutenant Colonel was absent.
Having resigned, I suppose he had gone
home; at any rate he was not there. The Major was up at Fort Leavenworth. I
put the senior Captain in command, I do not now remember his name; he was a
man whom I had never seen before. I came back up here, and I tliink I sent H.
Miles Mooro down there to investigate that matter afterward: and I do not think he
has ever made his report to me. I told him to-day that I thought he had better be
making that report. The result of that was, that Powell Clayton was appointed
Colonel of that regiment by Governor Robinson, and he made a good officer. Colonel
Ritchie denied that this was a bona fide resignation; that it was taken from him
under a false pretense and that was what the investigation was to be about, as I

thing

down and

;

recollect.

not necessary to go into particulars about those matters. I found a
number of regiments in the State, composed of good men as good men as ever
shouldered a musket or handled a saber. They needed only discipline to make them
good soldiers, and I took pride in making them good soldiers. In whatever I did to
bring about discipline in the army, it had nothing in the world to do with my likes
or dislikes towards any particular individual. My conduct was directed entirely towards bringing about the efficiency of the soldier, and I would have displaced" the
nearest friend I had if he was incaj>able of occupying the position or I would have
taken the greatest enemy I had in the country and put him in command, if I believed
he was capable of filling the position. My object was to benefit the whole country,
and all I did was with a view to that object.
Now, my fellow-citizens. I suppose you have listened to me about long enough.
Of course there are very many incidents that I could relate which occurred during
all that time that I have passed over.
I have tried to relate the most salient, the most
striking facts. As I said. I came to the Territory without any ill-feelings towards
anybody. I left the Territory with the same kind of feeling.' I "took hold of the
office of Governor for the purpose of doing my duty as a public officer, and properly
representing the Federal Government in the Territory of Kansas, and in doing that
I let no person's opinion control me in my action when not in accord with what I
thought was right, and I never formed an opinion without fuUy satisfying myself as
to what I believed was best for the Government.
I hope, fellow-citizens, that you may have many meetings such as this.
I hope
that I may meet you hereafter
not as a speaker, for I assure you that I have no d^esire to be considered a speaker at all. but as a listener.
I thank you most kindly for
your attention, and hope that we may meet again.
Well,

it

is

—

;
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KA^'SAS QUAETER-CENTENXIAL.
1861-18S6.
Proceedixgs

At

of the Celebration of the Twenty-Fifth Anxiveksaky
THE Admission of Kansas into the Union, held at
Topeka, January 29, 1SS6.

a meeting of the survivor? of the Wyandotte Constitutional Conven-

held at Wyandotte, on the 29th of July, 1884, initiatory action was
taken in reference to a celebration by the people of Kansas, at Topeka,
tion,

of the t^venty-fifth anniversary of the admission of Kansas into the Union.

In pursuance of that action, a meeting was held on the 24th of Xovembcr,
1885, in the rooms of the State flistorical Society at the State Capitol, to

make

At that meeting a program of
and a committee to make further arrangements was appointed, composed as follows: Col. D. R. Anthony, Col. S. N.
AVood, Hon. John. :Martin, Chief Justice Albert H. Hortou, Col. Cyrus K.
Holliday, Hon. Albert Griffin, :\Iaj. J. K. Hudson, Gov. John A. ^lartin,
Hon. Benj. F. Simpson, Hon. J. C. Burnett, and F. G. Adams.
Col. D. R. Anthony, President of the State Historical Society, was made
chairman of the committee, and F. G. Adams, Secretary of the State Historical Society, was made secretary of the committee.
Col. C. K. Holliday,
Hon. John Martin, and ]Maj. J. K. Hudson, were appointed a sub-committee.
The program of exercises as completed was as follows:
preparatioris for such celebration.

proceedings was in part

made up

;

afternoon.
Exercises

commencing

Music by Mai-shalFs :\[ilitary Band. Addvess
by ex-Governor Charles Robinson. Music by tiie baud. Address by Governor John
A. Martin.
Mnsic by the band.
Addresses as follows: The Wyandotte Constitution, Hon. B. F. Simi>son; The
State Governments, ex-Governor Thomas A. Osborn;'i^ The Judiciary of Kansas,
Chief Justice Albert H. Horton; The Cities of Kansas, Col. Cyrus K. Holliday: The
Railroads of Kansas. Judge James Humphrey; The Schools of Kansas. Rev. Dr.
Richard Cordley.
Music by the band.
EVENING.
at 2 p. m.

Exercises comuiencing at

7 r. m.

Opening address by Colonel D.

Music by Marshall's Military Band.
R. Anthony. President of

the State Hist(nical

Society.
'Governor Osborn was unable to prepare an address, owing to siekiiess in his familv.
ivented General liiair from preparing tlie address on the subject assij^'ued to hini.

Other reasoDs

1'6
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Address by President of the State Senate.
Hon. A. P. Riddle
Address by Speaker of the House of
Representatives. Hon.

J. B.

The follovnng

Johnson

addresses: The Pioneers of Kansas,
Hon. S. x\. Wood; The TerriGovern.nents, Hon. John Speer: The
Rejected Constitutions, Hon! T D
Thacher: Kansas durin.^ the War, Gen.
C. W. Blair; Poem, by Hon.
tory.

Eugene F. Ware^
"" ''• '"^^'""^ "'^^ ^"""^"^^--^ ^' Kansas, Hon. Will
am
'17
S m., The
Si^^
Th Churches of
Kansas, Rev. Dr. F. S. McCabe; Kansas
Manufactures and
Mmes, Hon. Alexander Caldwell; The
Women of Kansas, Noble L. Prent"
Mti«» by the band.

%^T'^

b

In order to accommodate the large
audience coming from all parts of the
e, the meeting wa.s held
at the Grand Opera Hou.se.
The

a

State officers

State

judiciary, the speakers, committee
of arrangements, and many other^^
occupied the stage. Seats were assigned
in front of the stage for the
mem-'
bers of the Senate and House of
Representatives.
The exercises occupied
the afternoon and evening, and
extended through more than seven
hour=
engaging the eager attention of the
multitude in attendance, to the clo^in^^^

nour, at 11 p. M.

The

•

"

=

exercises were conducted in the
order followino--

Governor John

A

opened with music by

Martin presided during the afternoon
exercises, which
:Mar.shall's Military Baud.

ADDRESS OF EX-GOVEEXOli CiiARLES
EOBIXSOX.
Governor Martin introduced ex-Governor
Charles Ruhittson,
tinguished citizen

whom

the people

first

as the di~^called to preside over the
destinies

tant tiu.t. so assigned him.
He gave an appropriate tribute to the character of the firstCliief Magistrate,
as one who had performed
so prominent
a part 111 the pioneer struggles
and conflicts of the people, that
at the
beginnu^of the .tate they bestowed upon
him the higliesl office of hono.
and trust
their gift

m

THE GOVERNMENT OF KANSAS.
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cal parties

quorum

wheu

the enforcement of their laws will leave their party without a
minority at the polls. The amended penalty

in the Legislature, or in a

reads as follows: "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat thy bread till thou return
unto the ground." The penalty attached not only to the law-breaker, but to all his
posterity, and from that day to this the chief concern of mankind has been to escape this penalty. Every person seems desirous of making some one else do the
sweating while he eats his bread. Every device has been resorted to. Sometimes a
man escapes the penalty by withholding the earnings of his employes in whole, or
in part; but a favorite method has to been to capture, steal, or purchase a man. and

compel him to do the sweating both for himself and his master. This practice
had been handed down from generation to generation, till the date of the opening
of Kansas to settlement, and it was proposed to introduce it on Kansas soil. Hence
the conflict. Many people had come to look upon this business not only as avoidto

ing the penalty for eating the prohibited
compelled to suffer the double infliction.

fruit,

but as a great wrong to such as were
it was the "• sum of all vil-

Some thought

and others "trembled when they remembered that God was just." Many
years of agitation had preceded the settlement of Kansas, both among the people
and in Congress. Various compromises and provisos had been agreed to. but all
such were as ropes of sand before the demands of the slave power. One of these
lainies,"

barriers to the extension of slavery went

down

enactment of the Kansaswere beaten —hopelessly
Congress: the agitators of the North and East were powerless, and
could anything be done to stay the progress of this institution: A writer in the
Charleston (S. C.) Mercury states the case as follows:
Nebraska

bill.

beaten — in

The opponents

in the

to the extension of slavery

"First, by consent of parties the present contest in Kansas is made the turningpoint in the destinies of Slavery and Abolitionism. If the South triumphs. Aljuhtionism will be defeated and shorn of its power for all time. If she is defeat* d.
Abolitionism will grow more insolent and aggressive, until the utter ruin of the South
is consummated.
Second, if the South secures Kansas, she will extend Slavery into
all Territory south of the-40th parallel of north latitude to the Rio Grande, and this.
of course, will secure for her pent-up institution of Slavery an antple outlet, and
restore her power in Congress. If the North secures Kansas.the power of the South
in Congress will gradually be diminished: the States of Missouri. Kentucky. Tennessee, Arkansas and Texas, together with the adjacent Territories, will gradually become Abolitionized. and the slave population, confined to the States east of the
Mississippi, will become valueless. All depends upon the action of the present

moment."
an exact statement of the situation as it then appeared, and the predicfailed of realization in consequence of the suicide of Slavery by the
Rebellion, which could not then be known. Here, then, was the stake
not the extension of Slavery to Kansas merely, but its extension indefinitely, or final extinction.
Who could be found to enter the lists? Slavery had all the advantages. On its side
were billions of dollars and the domestic relations of 8.000.000 people involved.
Congress was in favor of the Slavery extension, or it would not have removed the
barriers from the west line of the State of Missouri. The Judiciary was on the
side of Slavery extension, or it wotdd never have made the Dred Scott decision.
The Executive Department of the Government favored Slavery extension, or it
could not have been elected, and would not have had Jefferson Davis for Secretary of
War. Besides, Kansas had a Slave State extending across its entire eastern border,
whose inhabitants were alive to the situation, bold, reckless and defiant, while tiie
opponents of Slavery were to be found chiefly at a distance of hundreds of jiiile.>
from the field of conflict. Congressmen from the North had been beaten andciiwed:
This

is

tions only

—

the old .\nti-Slavery Society had no faith in success, or in the value of vict(u-y if
achieved, and the Liberty and Free-Soil parties had no machinery that could be useful
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that should the Republican candidate for President be elected they would go out of
the Union, my time and your patience would be exhausted. I will therefore refer
to but two or three statements: Jefferson Davis, in his message to the Confederate
Congress, does not mention Harper's Ferry, but gave this as a reason for withdraw-

ing from the Union:
'"A great party was organized for the purpose of obtaining, tti^asdministration
of the government with the avowed object of using its power for the total exclusion
of the Slave States from all participation in the benefits of the public domain acquired by all the States in common, whether by conquest or purchase, surrounding
them entirely by States in which slavery should be prohibited, thus rendering the
property in slaves so insecure as to be comparatively worthless, and thereby annihiThis party, thus
lating, in effect. proi)erty worth thousands of milliinis of dollars.
organized, succeeded in the month of November last in the election of its candidate
States."
United
the
for the President of
I will next quote from a letter attributed to Judah P. Benjamin, Senator from
Louisiana, to the British Consul in New York, dated August 11, 1S60, as follows:
" The doctrines maintained by the great leaders of the Republican party are so unsuited to the whole South that the election of their candidate (which is almost certain) amounts to a total destruction of all plantation interests, which the South, as
sure as there is a God in Heaven, will not submit to. Sooner than yield to the arbitrary dictates of traitorous allies and false friends who have proven recreant to the
solemn obligations of the old Constitution, we will cither secede from the Union, and
form a separate government, or upon certain conditions, at once return to the allegiance of Great Britain, our mother country,"'
Here again is no allusion to Harper's Ferry, but he proposes to secede because of

"made" by

the Kansas struggle.
might be said, cleared the stage
for the last act of the drama, the Rebellion;" that the Kansas struggle was the "prelude to the War of the Rebellion." One more question remains to be considered:
If the success of the Republican party, made by the Kansas struggle, was the
immediate cause of secession, war, and consequent emancipation, did the Harper's
Ferry raid contribute to that success? This question must be answered most decidedly in the negative. This same cyclopedia says that "the North almost unanimously condemned the whole insurrection," while it is well known that from every
stump during the Lincoln campaign it was most vehemently denounced. The Republican party, that there might be no mistaking its position, adopted this resoluthe .success of the Republican |>arty, which was

The

Political Cyclopedia says that

tion in

its

"Kansas,

it

national platform:

"Resolved. That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the States, and especially the right of each State to order and control its own domestic institutions
according to its judgment exclusively, is essential to the balance of power on which
the perfection and endurance of our political fabric depends, and we denounce the
lawless invasion by armed force of the soil of any State or Territory, no matter
under what pretext, as among the gravest crimes."
After the election. President Lincoln, in his Inaugural Address, quoted this reso-

and added: "I now reiterate these sentiments, and, in doing so, I only press
most conclusive evidence of which the case is susceptible, that the prosperity, peace and security of no section are to be in any wise
endangered by the new incoming administration,"

lution,

upon

the public attention the

Can

it

be possible that the effect of such a raid as that at Harper's Ferry, almost

unanimously denounced by the whole North, especially denounced in the platform
of the party, and the denunciations reiterated by its candidate, could be to aid in
the election of Mr, Lincoln? To ask such a question is to answer it. Not only did
the raid not help the Republicans, but as soon as the facts were developed it did
not frighten the South.

The Pro-Slavery members

of the Senate Investigating

Com-

Mason, Davis, Fitch, say that not a single slave could be induced to voluntarily join the raiders, and when arms were put in their hands they refused to use
them, and escaped from their captors as soon as they could do so with safety.
mittee,
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The Republican members of this committee, Colkimer and Doolittle, said that
"the lessons which it teaches furnish many considerations of security against its
repetition.

The

fatal

larye a part of the

termination of the euteprise in the death and execution of so
the dispersion of the small remainder as fugi-

number engaged;

tives in the land; the entire disinclination of the slaves to insurrection, or to receive
aid for that purpose, which was there exhibited; the very limited number and peculiar character of the conspirators, all combine to furnish assurance against the most

distant probability of

its repetition."
It is evident from all the facts in the case,
that this raid not only did not help, but hindered the Eepublican cause, and that it

did not have a feather's weight in causing the Rebellion, or the destruction of slavery in consequence of it.

Let ns reverse the picture for a moment. Suppose, instead of a Free State a
Slave State had been secured in Kansas, with the power to extend the institution at
will, into all the Territories.
Suppose, as a consequence, the Kansas struggle had
not "made" a victorious Republican party in ISGO, but had secured the election of
Breckinridge, the Southern candidate for President: would the South have then
seceded, and would slavery have been abolished? And would either event have
transpired in consequence of the Harper's Ferry raid, or five hundred such raids?
at Harper's Ferry some twelve months, and Brown and his followers

Cook had been

four or five months, and yet not a slave had been enlisted for the crusade by either.
effect would such a raid have to produce secession or the abolition of

How much

Kansas and the Federal Government in the secure possession of the
South?
No, no: the tlood-tide of slavery extension received its first permanent check in
Kansas, and it was the refluent wave from her borders that carried Abraham Lincoln
into the White House, drove the South into rebellion, and buried slavery so deep
that for it there can be no resurrection. Not only is the State of Kansas thus indebted to the Territory, but the late slave States, that contended so earnestly to
extend their peculiar institution, are doubly indebted. These States have not only
been redeemed from a blighting curse, but have been prospered in everv wav as
never before in their history. So general and wide-spread is their prosperity that
so far as known not a citizen can be found in the entire South who would reestablish
slavery if he could. But the blessings resulting from the Territorial struggle do not
stop here, for the Nation itself has been born again, with that birth which brincrs
with it "Peace on earth, and good-will to men."' The old contentions, bitterness
and irrepressible conflict between the North and South, have given place to mutual
respect, love and good-will. The United States now constitute a Union in reality as
well as in name, with like institutions, like aspirations, and a common destiny.
Our
Union thus cemented, has become the envy of all nations, and a terror to all enemies.
The freest, happiest and most prosperous people on the globe, we have become a
place of refuge for the oppressed of all nations. Such being the result of the Territorial conflict, well may the contestants embrace each other on the tweuty-tifth
birthday of this wonderful State, and henceforth dwell together in unity, under a
Government that knows no North, no South, no East, no West, but that is -'one
and inseparable, now and forever."
slavery, with

ADDRE.SS OF CJOV.

JOHN

A.

MARTIN.

At

the clcse of his address, and after music by the band, ex-Governor
Robinson introduced to the audience Governor John A. ^Martin, in a few-

remarks referring
to

his long

Kansas to the present time;
and to his brilliant militarv

to the hitter's public career in

and useful services

as

an

editor,
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services during the war.

Governor

]\[artin

jgi

then delivered the following-

addres.->:

THE DEVELOPMENT OF KAXSA?.
Mr. Chairman, and Ladies and Gentlemen: In Grecifin mythology it is related
that
Zeus, warned by an oracle that the son of liis spouse, Metis, would snatch
supremacy
from him. swallowed both Metis and her unborn child. When the time of birih
arrived, Zeus felt a violent pain in his head, and in his agony requested
Heph*stus
to cleave the head open with an ax.
His request was complied with, and from the
brain of the great god sprang Athena, full-armed and with a mighty war-shout.
She
at

once assumed a high place

among

the divinities of Olympus. She first took part
opponent of the savage Ares. She gave counsel
and she slew Enceladus, the most powerful of those
who conspired against Zeus, and buried him under Mt. yEtna. She became the patron of heroism among men, and her active and original genius inspired their
employment. The agriculturist and the mechanic were under her special protection,
and the philosopher, the poet and the orator delighted in her favor. The a?gis was
in her helmet, and she represented the ether
pure air. She was worshipped at
Athens because she caused the olive to grow on the bare rock of the Acropolis. She
was also the protectress of the arts of peace among women. She bore in her hand
the spool, the spindle, and the needle, and she invented and excelled in all
the work
of women. She was the goddess of wisdom and the symbol of thought; she represented military skill and civic prudence. In war she was heroic and invincible;
in
peace she was wise, strong, inventive, and industrious.
in the discussions of the gods as an
to her father against the giants;

—

THE ATHEXA OF AMERICAN

STATE.S.

Kansas is the Athena of American States. Thirty-six years ago the Slave Oligarchy ruled this country. Fearing that the birth of new States in the West would
rob it of supremacy, the Slave Power swallowed the Missouri Compromise, which
had dedicated the Northwest to Freedom. The industrious North, aroused and indignant, struck quick and hard, and Kansas, full-armed, shouting the war-cry of
Liberty, and nerved with invincible courage, sprang into the Union. She at once
assumed a high place among the States. She wa;s the deadly enemy of Slavery; she
gave voice and potency to the demand for its abolition; and she aided in burying
Secession in its unhonored grave. The war over, she became the patron, as she had
been during its continuance the exemplar, of heroism, and a hundred thousand soldiers of the Union found homes within the shelter of her embracing arms.
The
agriculturist and the mechanic were charmed by her ample resources and inspired
by her eager enterprise. Education found in her a generous patron, and to literature, art and science she has been a steadfast friend.
Her pure atmosphere invigorated all. A desert disfigured the map of the Continent, and she covered it with fields
of golden wheat and tasseling corn. She has extended to women the protection of
generous laws and of enlarged opi)ortunities for usefulness. In war she was valiant

and indomitable, and
enterprising.

in peace she has

been

intelligent, energetic, progressive,

The modern Athena, type of the great Greek goddess,

is

and

our Kansas.

THE CHILD OF A GREAT ERA.
not a long lapse of time since the 2ythof January, 18G1. A boy born during
that eventful year cast his first Presidential vote at the last election.
But no other
period of the world's history has been so fertile in invention, so potential in thought,
It is

so restless

and aggressive in energy, or so crowded with sublime achievements, as
the .[uarter-century succeeding the admission of Kansas as
a State. . During that
period occurred the greatest war the world has ever known. An industrious, self-
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governed, peace-loving people, transfigured by the inspiration
of patriotism and
freedom, became, within a twelve-month, a Nation of trained
and disciplined warriors.
Human slavery, entrenched for centuries in law, tradition, wealth, and pride
of race, was annihilated, and five million slaves were
clothed with the powers and
responsibilities of citizenship. The Continent was girdled
with railroad and telegraph lines. In ISGO there were only 31,186 miles of railway in the
United States;
there are now fully 130,000 miles. Less than 50,000
miles of telegraph wires were
stretched at the date of the admission of Kansas; there
are now nearly 300.000 miles.
The telephone and the electric light are fruits of this period, and the
improvements
and inventions in farm implements, in books and newspapers, in all
the appliances
of mechanical industry, and in the arts and sciences,
have revolutionized nearlv
every department of human activity.

When

marvelous era dawned upon the world, Kansas was a fiction
of the
On the map of our country it was marked as a desert, and the few
explorers who had penetrated its vast solitudes described it as
an arid and sandy
waste, fit only for the wild bison, or the wilder Indian. There
it had lain for centuries, voiceless and changeless, waiting for the miracle
of civilization to touch and
transform it.
this

geographers.

The passage of
mendous conflict.

the Kansas-Nebraska biU

made Kansas the central figure in a trebecame not only the child of a marvelous epoch? and heir to
all the progress, the achievements and the glory
of that epoch, but it stood for an
idea; it represented a principle; and that idea and principle
thrilled the heart and
awakened the conscience of the Nation. That a State cradled amid
such events.
schooled during such a period, and inspired by such sentiments,
should, in its
growth and development, illustrate these mighty energies and impulses,
was inevitable.
The Kansas of to-day is only the logical sequence of the influences
and
agencies that have surrounded, shaped and directed every
step and stage of the
State's material and administrative progress.
It

NOT THE iriSTOKIAX.

am

not, however, the historian of this occasion. Very
properly the
assigned to my honored predecessor, the first Governor of the
I

committee

—

State
who has been
with and of it during all the lights and shadows of thirty-one
revolving years
the
duty of presenting an historical sketch of the difficulties
and dangers through
which Kansas was "added to the stars," and became one of the
brightest in the constellation of the Union.
To me was. allotted another task that of presenting, as
briefly and as clearly as I am able, the material development
of Kansas, and her present condition and position. It is at once a delightful and
a

—

—

difficult

task.

The

growth of Kansas is a theme which has always enlisted my interest
and excited my
pride.
But I cannot hope to present any adequate picture of the
Kansas you know
so well
the Kansas of your love and of your faith; the
imperial young State, at
once the enigma and the wonder of American commonwealths.

—

TirUEP; PEltlODS

The development

of Kansas,

OF l)EVEH)rMEXT.

seems to me. has had three periods, which mav
properly be called the decades of War, of Uncertainty, and
of Triumph. From
1855 to 18C.7. Kansas was an armed camp. The border troubles,
outbreaking hue in
continued
1854,
until the Rebellion was inaugurated.
Kansas, in fact, began'the war
six years before the Nation had fired a shot, and the
call to arms in ISGl'fi.und hf're
a singularly martial people, who responded with
unparallelled enthusiasm to the
President's demands for men. In less than a year ten
full regiments were organized.
and before the close of the war Kansas had sent over twenty
thousand sokliers to
the field, out of a population of but little more than
a hundred thousand.
it

Fields.
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workshops, offices and schools were deserted, and the patient and heroic women who
had kept weary vigils during all the dark and desolate days of the border troubles,
now waited in their lonely homes for tidings from the larger field of the civil war.
It is doubtful whether Kansas increased, either in population or wealth, from ISGl
to 1S64.

But the young State grew

in public interest

and reputation, and when the

heroic men, whose valor and patriotism had saved the Republic, began to be mus-

and they came hither in
The population of the State, which was 107,206 in 1860. had increased to 140.179 in 1865. The assessed value of its property increased from .$22,518.232 to 836.110,000 during the same period, and the land in farms from 1.778.400
Yet it
to 3,.500,000 acres. It was not a '"boom," nor was it stagnation and decay.
is probable that nearly the whole of the growth shown by these figures dates from
tered out, Kansas offered an inviting field for their energy,

great numbers.

the spring of 18G4.

development of Kansas began iu 1865, and it has known few interrupThe census of 1870 showed a population of 364.399
an increase of
124,220 in five years, or nearly double the population of 1865. Railroad building
also began in 1865, and 1,283 miles were completed by 1870. The home-returning
soldiers and the railroads came together. Immigrants to other States came in slowmoviug canal boats or canvas-covered wagons, but they came to Kansas in the lightning express, and most of them went to their claims in comfortable cars, drawn by
that marvel of modern mechanism, the locomotive.
Our State has never had a
"coouskin-cap" population. It is the child of the prairies, not of the forest. It
has always attracted men of intelligence, who knew a good thing when they saw it.
They brought with them the school, the church, and the printing press; they planted
an orchard and a grove as soon as they had harvested their first crop; and if they
were compelled to live in a dug-out the first year or two, they were reasonably certain to own a comfortable house the third.

The

real

—

tions since.

THE PERIOD OF UNCERTAINTY.
The period from 1865 to 1875 was, however, a period of uncertainty. Kansas remained an experiment. The drouth and grasshopper invasion of 1860, a menacing
memory for many years, had just begun to grow dim when the drouth of 1873 and
the still more disasttous drouth and locust invasion of 1874 revived its recollection,
and intensified the uncertainty it had inspired. The intervening years were not, it
without their exaltation and triumi>hs.

Luxuriant harvests followed the disunbroken succession, until 1873, and we indulged in
much jubilant boasting and self-gratulation over our fruitful soil, our benign climate,
and our gracious seasons. But over and through it all brooded and ran a feeling of
The newspapers,
<iuestion or uncertainty, which manifested itself in many ways.
while affecting to sneer at those who did not believe Kansas to be a country where
rains always came just when they were wanted, nevertheless recorded every rain with
suspicious prominence. Even the corner-lot speculator watched the clouds while he
was denouncing the slanderers who asserted that Kansas was a dry country.'" " Methinks the lady doth protest too much," might have been said of the Kansans who.
from 1865 to 1875, vehemently maintained that the normal condition of Kansas was
is

true,

aster of 1860, year after year in

"'

that of a quagmire.

And

it all, came 1873 and 1874, with their twin devastations and
sun rose and set for months in a cloudless sky; the parched
earth shrank and cracked; and the crops withered and shriveled in winds as hot as
the breath of a furnace.
But as if the destruction thus wrought was not enough, out
from the northwt-st came clouds of insects, darkening the sun in their baleful tiiglit.

in the midst of

calamities.

A

fierce

and leaving the very abomination of desolation wherever they
13

alighted.

It

was then
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that the bravest quailed, and our sturdiest
farmers abandoned all hope. Thousand*
of people, now among our most prosperous
citizens, would have sold everything
they possessed for one-sixth of its value,
during the year 1874, and abandoned
tht
State forever. But they could find no
purchasers, even at such
a price

Somehow --and I mention the fact to their everlasting
credit -many of the newspapers of Kansas never lost heart or hope
during that distressful season. They
lauded the State more earnestly, if possible,
than ever before. They asserted, with
vehement iteration, that the season was exceptional
and phenomenal. Thev exhorted the people to keep up courage, and
confidently predicted abundant harvests
next year. And to their influence more than
any other, is due the fact that Kansas
survived the drouth and grasshopper invasion of 1874
with so little loss of populaTHE PERIOD OF TRirJXPH.
The period

of triumj.h began in 1875.

While the world was still talking
of our
State as a drouth-powdered and insect-eaten
country. Kansas was preparing for
the
Centennial, and getting ready for a great future.
And in 1S76. she spran^ into the
arena of Nations with a display of her products
and resources which eclipsed them
all, and excited the wonder
and admiration of the whole civilized earth
From that time to this the development of Kansas
has never known a halt, nor
ha e the hopes of our citizens ever been
troubled by a doubt. More
permanent and
co.tly homes have been builded, more
stately public edifices have been
reared, more
substantial improvements have been made
on farms and in towns, more wealth
h s
b3en accumula ed. during the decade beginning
in 1875, than during the two
previous
decades No cit.en of Kansas, from that
day to this, has ever written a
lette
n ade
r'
a speech, or talked at home or
abroad, with his fellow-citizens or
with str .'il
. thout exalting the resources and glorifying the greatness
of the State. No
'""' """
'°"''''' ''' '''''''' "' *'^ ^'"'^
*« ^« -'>-^'-^^

ZZ^tTao

dZ

""

it

A new Kansas

has been developed during that
period. The vouth of 1875
ha.
grown o the full stature and strength of
confident and intelHgJnt manhood.
The
people have orgotten to talk of drouths,
which are no more incident to Kansas
than
o Ohio or I hnois. They no longer
watch the clouds when rain has not
fal

--

L

fo^

''^''' ^^^--^^^^ ^^^^^
^^ ^^-•^un:!!^::
besides the saloons have gone, and
gone to stav '
The bone-hunter and the buffalo-hunter of
the Plains, the Indian

viMtation.
ntTtt^-

: rT'''-:r
A great
many things

-

and his re.erv
Bills, the Texas steer and
the cowboy, he buff o
he dug-outs, the loneliness and
immensity of the unpeopled prairies the
tfinie stretching of the plains,
unbroken by tree or shrub bv fence
or housetions, the

jayhawkers and the Wild

grass and

come to staj, an aggressive, energetic, cultured,
sober, law-respecting
civilization
Labor-saving machines sweep majestically
through fields of golden wheat or
prout-'
ing corn blooded stock lazily feed in
:

for able

meadows of blue-stem, timothv. or clovl;?
omhouses dot every hill-top and valley;
forests, orchards and hed.
-rows
and where isolation and wildness
broo eT
industry is echoing over ei^htv-one
thousand

diversify the loveliness of the
landscape:
the majestic lyric of prosperous

-nilesof the loveliest and most
fertile country t^rat the ^u^'in
is'd ^v
and warms. The voiceless Sphynx of
thirty years a.o has become
perin^gallery Of the continent.
Theoppressed Territory of 1855. the
beggared Sta^
of 18,4. ha. become a pnnce,
ruling the n.arkets of the world
with opulent harvert!^

rn^

lights

'

tlTh

THE FACTS OF THE CENSIS
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of the Uiuted States aud our own State.
Figures are always drv. I know
But
when they tell the pleasant story of the march
of civilization into and over a
new
land surely they cannot fail to interest
men and women who have themselves
marched with this conquering army of industry and
peace.

THE GROWTH OF KANSAS AVITHOUT PARALLEL.
The growth of Kansas has had no parallel. The
great States of Xew York and
Pennsylvania
were nearly a hundred andtif.y years in
attaining a population Kansa.

has reached m thirty years. Kentucky was
eighty years, Tennessee seventv-fiVe'
Alabama ninety Ohio forty-five, and Massachusetts,
New Jersey, Georgia, and North
and South Carolina each over a hundred years,
in reaching the present population
of Kansas. Even the marvelous growth
of the great States of the West has
been
surpassed by that of Kansas. Illinois was
organized as a Territorv in ISIO and
thirty years later had only 691.392
inhabitants, or not much more thk
one-haif the
present population of this State. Indiana
was organized in 1800. and sixtv
vear.
later had a population of only
1,850,428.
Iowa was organized as a Territorv /n'lS-^^^
and had, at that date, a population of nearly
40,000.
In 1870 it had only'l 1^4 n-o

inhabitants

Missouri was organized in 1S12, with a
population of over 40.000. and
years later had only 1,182,012. Michigan
and Wisconsin, after fiftv year, of
growth, did not have as many people as
Kansas has to-day; and Texas", ^dmiued
mto the Union in 1845, with a population of
150,000, had, thirtv-five
year, later
•
^
only 815,579 inhabitants.
fifty

'

,Jn
1870

'""^"'^ '" population as the thirty-third
State of the Union: in
was the twenty-ninth; in 1880 the twentieth:
and it is now the lifteenth
the past quarter of a century Kansas
has outstripped Oregon. Rhode Inland

-?*^''
It

During

^T^'

Delaware, Florida Arkansas. Vermont. New
Hampshire, Connecticut. Maine. MinneMaryland, Mississippi, California, North and
South Carolina. Alabama WL^consm, and New Jersey
all States before the 29th of
Januarv, 1861. Of the Northern
States only eight. New York,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois," Indiana. Massachuset;..
Michigan, and Iowa, and of the Souther..
States only six, Georgia. Kentuckv.
lennessee, Missouri, Virginia, and Texas,
,.ow outrank Kansas in population, it
the close of the present decade
Kansas will, I am confident, rank as the eleventh
State of the American Union, and
will ro^nd out the Nineteenth
Centnrv a. the
sixth
sota,^

-

or seventh.

In the following table the population
of Kansas, as shown by the first census of
the Territory, taken in January,
185.5, and the official enumerations
made everv fiv«
years thereafter, is shown. The figures
also exhibit the proportion of whit;
and
colored, and of native and foreign-born
inhabitants; the increase of population
every five years, and the density of
population per square mile of territorv at the
close of each period. The State
census taken in 1865, however, did not
.how the
proportion of native and foreign-born
citizens:

ip

i

}'«5:::::::::::::::::::::i

8,601

I
I

9S.605

}5o1?9

I

p-S"

1

i

Ji"i""j«!i;fo"
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TOWNS AND

CITIES.

In 18G0 there were only ten towns and cities in Kansas having a population in
excess of 500 each; only three having over 1,000 each; and only one having o.OOO inhabitants. In 1880, ninety-nine towns each had a population in excess of 500; fiftytive towns and cities had each over 1,000 inhabitants; six had each over 5,000; and
three had over 15,000 each. In 1885, each of one hundred and fifty-four towns had
5(X) population; ninety-one towns and cities had each over 1,000; twelve had
each over 5.000; six had each over 10,000; foar had each over 15,000; and two had
each more than 20,000.

over

ORIGIN AND CHARACTER OF THE POPULATION.

The origin and character of

the population in Kansas

is, in this connection, worthy
Union, and every Territory except Alaska, contributed to the population of this State. The United States census of 1880 shows
that •233,0(5(1 persons born in Kansas were then living in the State. The singular
fact that native-born Kansans were then living in every State and Territory, is
shown by the same authority. Illixiois contributed 10(5,992 to our population: Ohio.

Every State

of special note.

in the

93.390; Indiana, 77,096; Missouri, 60,228; Pennsylvania, 59,236; Iowa, 55.972; Xew
York, 43.779; and Kentucky, 32.979. Three other States
Tennessee, Virginia, and

Wisconsin

— each contributed over 15,000;

—

and

all

others less than that number.

The same authority shows that the so-called "exodus"' from the South has been
greatly exaggerated, Louisiana and Mississippi furnishing only 4.067 of our colored
population, while nearly 19.000 came from the three States of Kentucky, Missouri,
and Tennessee.
The colored people constitute, at the present time, less than four per cent, of our
total population, and the inhabitants of foreign birth a little more than ten per
cent, of the total.

THE MATERIAL RESOrPCES OF KANSAS.
The
of

its

growtli of our State in population has not, however, equaled the development
material resources. The United States census of 1880 shows that while Kan-

sas, at that date,

in the

ranked

number and value

as the twentieth State in population.it

of

its live

stock, the seventeenth in

was the eighth State
farm products, the four-

teenth in value of farm products per capita, the twentieth in wealth, the thirteenth
amount of its indebtedness
State and municipal
and the twenty-fourth in manufactures. Only one State Nebraska
shows a

in education, the seventeenth in the

—

—
—

smaller proportion of persons unable to read and write. And in twenty-eight of the
forty-seven States and Territories, taxation, per capita, was greater than it is
in

Kansas.
In 1880 Kansas was the sixth corn-producing State of the Union. Only Illinois,
Iowa, Missouri. Indiana, and Ohio then produced larger crops of this cereal. But
the corn product of Kansas, that year, was only 101,421,718 bushels, while
for the
year 18.-^5 it was 194,130,814 bushels, or nearly double the crop of 1880.

AGRICrLTUK.A.L PRODVCTS.
In the following table the aggregate of the corn, wheat, oats, potato, and hay
products of Kansas, for the years 1860 and 1865, and for each year thereafter, is
given.

The

figures, prior to 1875, are compiled from the reports of the United
States Department of .-Vgriculture; those following, from the reports of the Secretary of
our
own State Board of Agriculture:
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Com,

Wfteat,
bushels.

bushels.

88,325
155,290
200,000
236,000
247,000
1,500,000
4,097,925

6,150,727
6,729,236
6,527,358
8,lo9,0<10
18r,8.

6,487,000

],Si59.

16,6.85,000

1S70.
1871.
1S72.

17,025,525
24,693,000
46,667,451
29,683,843
15,699,078
80,798,769
82,308,176
103,497,831
89,323,971

1876.
1877.
1878.

4,0.56,000
6,08-1,000

9,360,000
7,847,000
9.794,051
12;3S6,216
12,768,483
17,411,473
13,326,637
11,483,796
9,900,768
21,946,284
30,987,864
20,087,294
30,148,060

108,7(14,927

101,421,718
80,700,542
157,005,722
182,0,84,526

190,870,686
194,130,814

In pie:5euting these figures

it is

Oals,
bushels.

-worthy of note that

-while, as

Potatoes,
bushels.

296,325
276,720
243,000
314,000
850,000
1,500,000
2,-i42,9SS

3,452,000
3,797,000
3,000,000
1,116,000
4,668,939
5,611,895
3,320,507
4,525,419
3,.521,.526

is:

Hay,
torts.

lis, .348

123,082
162,000
llS.OiXl
2.50,000
4':'0,2s9
687,00':'

728,000
977,000
530,000
1,156,412
809,149
1,228,020
1,507,988
1,.551. 321

5,310,423

1,534,221

2,0.>5,2u2

2,1-22,263

5,0Sl,86o
6,812,420
7,861,404

2,293,135

7,398,46.1

6,002,W1
7,105,1.32
7,68.5,340

already stated, the

U. S. census reports for 18S0 show that Kansas ranked as the twentieth State in population and the sixth in its corn product, it -was also the eleventh wheat-producing
State of the Union, the eleventh in

its

oats product, sixteenth in barley, tenth in rye,

eighth in hay, and seventeenth in potatoes.
tural products,

was far ahead of her rank

in

Thus the rank of Kansas,

in agricul-

population.

THE AKEA OF KANSAS.
The

Kansas is 5'2,288,0O«,> acres. In 1865 only 243,712 acres of this
vast territory vrere under cultivation; in 1S70 the area aggregated 1.360,000 acres; in
In the
1875, 4.749,900 acres; in 1880, 8,868,884 acres; and in 1885, 14,252,815 acres.
following table I have compiled figures showing the area under cultivation, and the
value of the crops produced in Kansas each year, from 1865 to 1885, inclusive:
total area of

Year.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

188
cultural i^roduct.-,)

is

shown

in the following table.

have generally doubled every

It will

be seen that these values

five years:

Value of fan

Value of /unit

Vilue of

farm
products.

18G0.
186.5.

1870.
1875.
1880..
1885.,

812,258,239
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for supply."' The growth and prosperity of Kansas afford a striking illustration of
what intelligent farmers, with a productive soil and a genial climate for their workshop, can accomplish
what wealth they can create, what enterprise they can stim-

—

ulate.
It is difficult, however, to comprehend what the figures I have given, showing the
amounts and values of Kansas products, really represent. When we read that Kansas

produced, last year, 194.1.30.000 bushels of corn, the nine figures set down do not
convey any adequate idea of the bulk and weight of this crop. But when it is stated
that the corn crop of Kansas for 1885 would fill 4S5.000 freight cars, and load a train
2,847 miles long
reaching from Ogden, Utah, to Boston
we begin to comprehend
what the figures stand for.

—

—

The wheat crop of the State, last year, was called a failure. It was, for Kansas.
And yet it would fill 31.939 grain cars, and load a train 189 miles in length. The
oats crop of the State, for the
nriles

same

year,

would

fill

44,335 cars,

long; while the hay crop would load 708,534 cars,

and load a train

making

l?t50

a train 4.510 miles

long.

These four crops of Kansas, for 1885, would

fill 1,329,808 grain cars, and load a
In other words, the corn, wheat, oats, and hay produced
in Kansas last year would load a train reaching from Boston to San Francisco by
the Union Pacific route, and back again from San Francisco to Boston by the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe route.

train 7,804 miles in length.

COMPARATIVE VALUES.
In speaking of the value of the farm crops and farm products of Kansas, I can
present a clearer idea of the wealth our farmers have digged out of the earth by

some

coruparisons. In 1881 the products of all the gold and silver mines in the
United States aggregated only §77,700,000; for 1882 they aggregated §79,300,000;
making a total, for those four years,
for 1883 ,$76,200,000; and for 1884, §79,600.000
of §312,800,000. The value of the field crops of Kansas, for the same years, aggregated §411.092,498; and the farm products of the State for the same period aggregated in value §595,099,894
or very nearly double the aggregate of all the gold and

—

—

mines of the country.
The gold and silver products of the world average about §208.000.000 per annum.
The farm products of Kansas for 1885 aggregated §143,577,018, or nearly threefourths the value of the gold and silver product of the world.
For the past four years the farm products of Kansas have aggregated in value
each year more than double the annual yield of all the gold and silver mines of the
United States,
The gold and silver products of Colorado, for 1883, aggregated only §20,250.000;
those of California, §16.600,000; of Nevada, §9,100,000; of Montana. §9.170,000; of
Utah, §6,920,000; of Arizona. §5,430,000; and of New Mexico, §3.300.000. The corn
crop of Kansas for the same year was alone worth more money than the combined gold
and silver products of Colorado. California and Nevada; the oat crop of Kansas was
worth §705,000 more than the gold and silver product of Arizona; and the Irish
potato crop of Kansas .was worth more than the gold and sUver product of New
silver products of all the

Mexico.

PIIOPLRTY VAI.rATIOXS.
of Kansas have increased in steady proportion with the
growth of the State in population and productions. In 1860 the true valuation of
all the property of the State was estimated at §31,327,891; in 1S65 it was estimated

The property valuations

at §72,252,180; in 1870

it

had increased

to §1^*8,892,014: in

lS7o to §242,555,862: in

J

90

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
very moderate estimate.

sonal,

valnes
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^^^""^^«^
and railroad property 1 1 1^ k
I '"' '""^^^^ ^^ ^^^ «he real, per'
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from I.e. to
-«i
.8 "i 'f while
.
'>8o,4o4,344,
^t-'J from
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1875 to 1885 it was

ms'^

$127.3W.92S:

*ln I860 and ISTu. the
railroad property was
assessed as

person^T^

is

included under that head.

KANSAS MAXLTACTl-KHS.
Kansas

is

not a manufacturincr State

it- ^,

It has, however, coal
deposits e.^al to the
mines in the southeast and
t;it

Tf

establishments of the State ar
stea

In

its

flooring

and

</rist

m
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ISSo*...

I

3,900

I

i,:a5
6,544
10,062
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4,.11 9, 060
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19,000,000
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the Kansas of the year 1900.

The

shining upon our prairie
permanent settlements in the
counties along our western frontier
not settlement by wandering stockmen or occasional frontiersmen, but by practical, home-building farmers and business men.
The line of organized counties now extends four hundred miles, from the Missouri
river to the Colorado line. The scientists. I know, are still discussing climatic changes.
and questioning whether the western third of Kansas is fit for general farming. But
the homesteader in Cheyenne or Hamilton counties entertains no doubt about this
question. He has no weather-gauge or barometer, but he sees the buffalo grass vanishing and the blue-joint sending its long roots deep into the soil; he sees the trees
growing on the high divides: he watches the corn he has planted springing up. and
waving its green guidons of prosperity in the wind; he sees the clouds gathering
and drifting, and he hears the rain pattering on his roof
and he knows all he cares
to know about climatic changes.
He is going to stay.

The year

slopes.

light of the

morning

is still

just closed witnessed the first actual,

—

—

A PROPflECY FULFILLED.

On

the 7th of May. 1856, a great American, learned, sagacious,

his faith that right

the city of

New

and

justice

would at

last prevail, said, in a

and confident

in

speech delivered in

York:

"

In the year of our Lord 1900, there will be two million people in Kansas, with
cities like Providence and Worcester
perhaps like Chicago and Cincinnati. She
will have more miles or railroad than Maryland. Virginia, and both the Carolinas
can now boast. Her land will be worth twenty dollars an acre, and her total wealth
will be five hundred millions of money.
Six hundred thousand children will learn
in her schools.
\Vhat schools, newspapers, libraries, meeting-houses
Yes, what
familifS of educated, happy and religious men and women!
There wiU be a song of
Freedom all around the Slave States, and in them Slavery itself will die."

—

I

Read

words of Theodore Parker seem
Kansas he saw, looking through the mists of
the future, is the real Kansas of to-day. The marvelous growth, the splendid prosperity, the potent intellectual and moral energies, and the happy and contented life
he predicted, are all around us. At the threshold of the year A. D. 1SS6, fifteen
years before the limit of his prophecy, Kansas has cities like Providence and Worcester: has more than double the railway mileage Maryland, Virginia, and both the
Carolinas could then boast; has land worth, not twenty, but fifty and a hundred dollars an acre; has wealth far exceeding five hundred million dollars: has schools,
newspapers, libraries and churches rivaling those of New England: and has 1,300,000 happy." prosperous and intelligent people.
The prophecy has been fulfilled, but the end is not yet. The foundations of the
State, like those of its Capitol, have just been completed.
The stately building,
crowned with its splendid dome, is yet to be reared. Smiling and opulent fields,
busy and prosperous cities and towns, are still attracting the intelligent, the enterprising and the ambitious of every State and country. The limits that bound the
progress and development of Kansas cannot now be gauged or guessed. We have land,
homes, work, and plenty for millions more; and for another quarter of a century, at
least, our State will continue to grow.
For we are yet at the threshold and in the
dawn of it all. We are just beginning to realize what a great people can accomplish, whom "love of country moveth, example teacheth, company comforteth. emulation quickeneth, and glory exalteth."
in the light of the present, these eloquent

touched with prophetic

fire.

The

ideal
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ADDRESS OF HON. BENJAMIN
Hon. Benjamin F. Simpson,
Convention, and the

and delivered the

first

a

member

SIMPSON.

F.

of the

Wyandotte Constitutional

Attorney General of Kansas, was then introdiieod.

followincj address

XnK WYAXDOTTF. CuX\EXTIOX.

We

are here at this silver wedding, not as historians, but as annalists.

pictures

many

from

recollection, rather than solve problems.

of those present gave their earliest

the 29th

day of January, A. D. 1861

and

We

The great problem

paiiu

to which

best efforts, has been solved ever since

— ever since Kansas was admitted into the sister-

hood of States with a constitution forbidding slavery and involuntary servitude.
The solution of that problem for Kansas was the "beginning of the end" of slavery
throughout the Union. Let no man undertake to write the history of that great
preliminary struggle for freedom unless he lived within the circle of the endeavor,
or so near its circumference that he felt its momentum and caught its spirit. A
stranger to it may wander along the banks and note the drift-wood that clings to
the shore or is tossed about on its eddies; these but represent the bickerings of the
leaders, or the timid souls

who shrank

in fright

from

the fury of the contest.

appreciate the depth of the tide of sublime sentiment that

'

made Kansas

free,

he

To
who

records it must have waded to the center of the stream, felt the force of the current
and the vigor of the undertow. Alphabetical tinkering, word-tinting and phraseological architecture, are but poor tributes to the earnest minds and willing hands
that built on everlasting rocks a great State.
i~/l remember the earlier part of the night of the 29th day of January. ISGl. very
/'distinctly.
I was at the Eldridge House, in Lawrence, a member of the last Territorial Legislature, that was then holding its session in that dearly beloved Free-State
city.
There were from three to four inches of snow on the ground, (an unusual sight
It must have been
in Kansas in those days,) and the night was windy and cold.
as late as 9 o'clock when D. R. Anthony, the same Anthony who is now President of
our Historical Society, came into the hotel with sturdy stride and flashing eyes and
told us that the President of the United States had that day signed and approved
the bill admitting Kansas into the Union. He brought with him and scattered
around extras issued by a newspaper published at Leavenworth, called the Co^rSt-natice, announcing the joyful tidings in tlaring headlines.
The leading spirits in this
newspaper were D. E. Anthony and D. W. Wilder. Just think of it. Web. Wilder and
Dan. Anthony editing a conservative newspaper! It was the most impudent example
of sarcastic misnomenclature that ever was perpetrated. You might as well try to
think of old John Brown of Osawatomie (God bless his memory!) as a Pro-Slavery

Border Ruffian, as these two knights militant of the Free-State party as conservatives.
There was a "sound of revelry" that night in Lawrence, for the news ran througli
the town like wild-fire. Houses were lighted, doors were thrown open, (and some
were broken open.) the people gathered in public places. Old Sacramento was taken
from his resting-place and emphasized with hoarse throat the good tidings: toasts
were drank: songs were sung: speeches were made, and
well, the truth is that my

—

recollection

is

not good after midnight.

then was admission, not prohibition.

Ytm must

recollect that the

main question

/ v. ,

The next day, however, a very curiOus question arose with the members of the
Territorial Legislature as to whether the admission of the State had not taken the
life

of that body, and hence had destroyed

its

power to pass

laws.

The

session,

how-

continued for some days, and many acts of a general nature were pa~scd. aua
the validity of some of these laws was subsequently attirmed by a decision of the

ever,
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Supreme Court of the State of Kansas; and as I see before me representatives of
every branch of the State Government, I want to remind them of the logic of that
and it is this: that however often a mourning State may be bereft of its
Executive and Judicial branches, the Legislative branch is immortal. It is weli.
perhaps, to add here, in justice to the absent members of the Wyandotte Constitutional Convention, that the present spasmodic session of the Legislature is not the
decision,

members of that body, but is attributable to some of those carefuUv
prepared and studiously worded amendments, that destroy the harmony and defeat
the wisdom of original provisions. Another incident of that last Legislature must
not be forgotten. Some of its members conceived the idea, that by the admission of
the State while the Territorial Legislature was in session, that body became the first
State Legislature, and had the right to elect United States Senators: and a resolution passed both houses to go into joint convention on the first day of February
for that purpose. There was no election, however, because the friends of the various
candidates became somewhat suspicious that the movement was intended as a slaughter-pen for fond hopes and bright ambitions, and when the time came there were no
fault of the

victims.

When we come

to review the history and proceedings of the Wyandotte ConConvention after it has been the subject of legal interpretation and
supplementary legislation for twenty-five years, two important considerations first
claim notice and comment, and these are the circumstances of its origin, and the

stitutional

men that composed it. How can I describe the five years of organized
usurpation in the interests of slavery that hung over the Territory lii:e a f-nerel
pallr
Organized bands from neighboring slave States raided through the Territory:
they shot down unarmed men in cold blood; they burned and sacked towns: they
class of

burned the cabins of the first settlers: they committed the most outrageous and unblushing frauds on the ballot-box; they intimidated voters and drove them from the
polls; they hunted Free-State leaders like bloodhounds; they imprisoned men for
opinion's sake; they

who were

filled both branches of the Territorial Legislature with rumans.
residents of Missouri: and in all this were protected and encouraged by a

National Administration as devoted to the propagation of slavery as were the vile
instruments they employed to drive the Free-State settlers from the Territory.
During these cruel years several attempts were made by the Free-State men to relieve their condition, and relief could only come by admission as a State, or a chancre
of National Administration. The Topeka and the Leavenworth Constitutional
Conventions were attempts in that direction, but the time for deliverance was not
ripe; yet through

all

these cruel years, angels of hope sat

upon

the hearthstone of

the Kansas cabins, singing:

"For Freedom's

battle once begun,

Beque-itheil bv ble.'ding sire to son,

/-

/

Though

battled oft, is ever

won."

Time

aided the persistence and patience of the Free-State settlers: immigration
was coming in from the North: the Legislature and local offices were nowconrroUed
by the hona fide residents, and the friends of Kansas were about to control the lower

house of Congress, and were gaining in the Senate. Encouraged by these good
indications, the Legislature of 1859, on the 11th day of February, passed an ac:
authorizing a vote of the people to be taken on the question of the formation of a Constitution and State Government.
The vote was taken on the t^t^th.
day of March, and resulted four to one in its favor. An election for delegates
was then ordered on the 4th day of June. At that election there were more tfa-n

The convention met on the 5th day of July. It was brsvelr
should meet at Wyandotte, within sight and hearing of ^lave soiL

14.000 votes cast.

right that

it
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The personal composition of this body of men was peculiar, and it may be that
was this peculiarity that made their work a success. For causes that are unnecessary and nnprotitable to here discuss, not a single one of the numerous and
worthy men who were by common consent regarded as leaders iu the Free-State movement, had a seat in the Convention. It was composed of that great middle class,
who are the strength and wisdom of a political organization. It was a class of men
who acted from conviction with a sense of their responsibilities, and not from any
hope of their personal advancement. These members had more or less local prominence, or they would not have beeen selected as delegates, but not one of them, with
the possible exception of Winchell. was possessed of that influence, standing and
general acquaintance through the Territory that would entitle them to be considThey were strangers to each other, and when they
ered in any sense as leaders.
assembled in Wyandotte, on the 5th day of July, I personally knew but four of them.
and many members were more unfortunate in that respect than I was. They had
no personal ambition to gratify, no animosities to resent, no friends to favor. Their
sole aim and object seemed to be (and in this connection I speak of them as individuals and as an organized body), to frame a fundamental law that embodied every
safeguard to the citizen, that was abreast with the progressive sentiment of the Nation, in favor of human freedom and human rights, and was adapted to the wants
and conditions of the people of Kansas. They worked conscientiously and with
great industry, and comj'leted their labors in twenty-one working days. Of course
there were schemes and jobs and old claims and special provisions that were sought
to be engrafted on that instrument, but there is not a paragraph or section of that
Constitution within which lurked any suspicion of a scheme or job. That Convention was singiilarly free from political manipulation and figuring, as to State oflicers
and other positions that were so soon to follow if the work was ratified by tlie peoit

On

was ratilled by the people. There were about
and more than two-thirds of them were for the
Constitution. On the 6th day of December an election for State officers, a member
of Congress and members of the Legislature was held. On the l-tth day of FebruOn the 29th of Febary, 1S60. it was presented to the Senate of the United States.
ruary, Senator W. H. Seward made a strong speech in favor of the admission of the
State.
On the 2yth day of March, Mr. Grow, of Pennsylvania, from the Committee
on Territories in the House of Representatives, made a report recommending adone hundred
mission. On the 11th day of April the Hotise voted to admit Kansas
and thirty-four for and seventy-three against. On the Ttli day of May, Senator
Wade, of Oliio, moved to take up the Hotise bill admitting Kansas, but was beaten
by a vote of twenty-six for and thirty-two against.
On the -ith day of June
ple.

the Ith day of October

it

IG.OOO votes polled at the election,

—

Charles

Sumner made

a speech in favor of admission, after a silence of four years,

caused by the brutal assault of Preston

moved

S.

Brooks.

After the discussion, Hunter, of

postponement of the Kansas bill, and it carried by a vote of
thirty-three for and twenty-seven against.
On the 21st day of January, 18G1, the
bill for the admission of Kansas passed the Senate by a vote of thirty-six for and
sixteen against. On the 29th, President Buchanan signed the bill. Kansas became a
State, the struggle was over, the battle was won; and the good people of Kansas are today enjoying the fruits of the victory.^ I have on another occasion given personal
Virginia,

sketches of the

a

members

of that Convention, but the subject

is

not exhausted.

Columns might be written about Thacher, Kingman, Stinson, McDowell. Ingalls.
Winchell, Blunt, and others. Two members of that Convention have represented the
State in the United States Senate. John J. Ingalls is now serving, as senior Senator, his third term in that illustrious body.
E. G. Ross, now Governor of New
-Mexico, served by appointment and election nearly live years as Senator. S. -\.
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Kingman was on

the Supreme Bench of the State for many years, first as As.sociate
and then as Chief Justice of that Court. S. O. Thacher, W. C. McDowell and John
T. Burris have adorned the bench of the District Court in their respective judicial
districts.
Thacher has gradually grown in public estimation since his brilliant service in that Convention, until now he is a man of established national reputation,
an honored citizen at home, a respected representative of his country abroad. The
youthful Secretary of that Convention, whose years numbered only twenty-one. is
now the Chief Magistrate of this marvelous Commonwealth. But the list is too
long. I forbear, for your sake, further citation to the fact that the subsequent lives
and services of the members of that body fully justify what I have claimed for
them.

When we turn to the several articles and sections of that instrument that have
been the subject of amendment, it will be found that most of the amendments
thereof were not necessitated by the inherent defects of the instrument, but because
of the rapidly changing condition of the State itself. The first amendment, adopted
November, 1861, was that allowing banking institutions to issue circulating notes of the
denomination of one dollar, the original section forbidding an issue of less than .$5
notes
an amendment that is practically useless now. The next amendment was

—

made

November,

186t, and by it section 12 of article 2, that required that "All
originate in the House of Representatives, and be subject to amendment
or rejection by the Senate," was made to read, "Bills may originate in either house.
in

bills shall

but may be amended or rejected by either." And this was a decided practical improvement of the original text. Section 3 of article 5 was amended in N(.)vember.
1SG4. the main object of the amendment being to confer on citizens who were servinoin the volunteer army of the United States the right to vote, and authorizin^r the
Legislature to

same

make

provision for taking the votes of the absent electors.

Section

was amended in November, 1867, so as to withhold the right to
from those who had been dishonorably discharged from the service of the United States; who had been found guilty of defrauding the Government:
who had been guilty of giving or receiving a bribe, or offering to give or receive a
bribe: who had borne arms voluntarily against the Government, or aided or abetted
the attempt to overthrow the Government.
Section -i of article 15 was adopted in November, 1868. This is a change from
2 of that

vote or hold

article

office

letting the public printing to the lowest responsible bidder to the establishmen.t of
who receives a stated compensation for the work done.

the office of State Printer,

This change

perhaps an improvement on the method devised by the convention.
may be fairly attributed to the three faithful old Kansans who have
successively been elected to that office
S. S. Prouty, George W. Martin, and T.
Dwight Thacher. It can be truly said of them and of their work as State Printers:
"Well done, thou good and faithful servants." In November, 1873, came the amend-

and

its

is

success

—

ment increasing

the

At the November

number

of Senators to 40, and the Representatives to

election, 1875, the

amendment providing

125.

for biennial sessions

commencing with the session of 1877, was adopted. The next
amendment prohibiting the manufacture and sale of intjxicating liquors, except for specified purposes. This was the introduction of new
matter into the composition of the State Government
the constitution as adojited
and e-isting up to that time having made no reference to the "liquor traffic." This
completes the amendments made to this time. I make no reference to those now
of the Legislature,
that

followed was the

—

pending, except to express the wish that they may be adopted. I claim for the
members of that body, who framed a fundamental law which has governed a State
for twenty-five years
years of marvelous growth and unexampled development
that time has demonstrated that they had a very fair conception of the wants, con-

—

—
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and necessities of the people for whom they acted; and. notwithstanding the
wonderful increase in population and production, that instrument has accelerated
rather than retarded the growth that has never been equaled on the American conThere are to-day within the boundaries of Kansas, l.-lOO.OfKl people. Even
tinent.
the most enthusiastic citizen of Kansas would not. a quarter of a century ago. have
ventured to predict such a result; and yet an ardent admirer, an enthusiastic but
philosophical lover of Kansas, Horace Greeley, peace to his ashes, said at Osawatomie on the 18th day of May, 1859, ''The child is now born on Kansas soil that will live
AVhen the Federal
to see this State the fifth in agricultural production in the Union."
census of 1880 was taken, only twenty-one years had elapsed since the date of that
ditions

prophecy, and the State was nearer the sixth than the seventh in rank, in the amount
is adapted, and if we

of agricultural products, including live stock, to which its soil

take those conventional thirty years which are loosely supposed to constitute the

space of time covered by one generation, as the life of that child, we have only to
await the census of 1890 to verify the prophecy. I doubt whether the men of to-day,
any more than those of twenty-five years ago, have given a thought or entertain a

conception of what a grand, glorious, and prosperous commonwealth is building up
among them: how this influx of people, how this blending of blood, how this everyday intercourse between people of different nationalities, and different sections of
our own widespread domain, how this exchange of ideas and methods, how all these

animated and dominated by the Anglo-Saxon blood, are producing on the
Kansas a race of people and a condition of government and society that
will make the State the "chosen land" of the best type of American civilization:
and will ever keep green and fresh the meinory of the noble pioneers whose blood will
bring " God-like fruition " to the hopes, aspirations and ultimate destiny of the glorithings,

prairies of

ous young Commonwealth.

ADDRESS OF CHIEF JUSTICE

A.

11.

HORTON.

Hon. Albert H. Horton, Chief Justice of tlie Supreme Court,
introduced, and delivered the following address;

Avas

then

THE JUDICIARY OF KANSAS:
It is quite usual for the

when displeased with

newspapers, and, indeed, for very

a decision of the

a set of '-stupid owls;" or. if milder

Supreme

language

many people,

Court, to designate

its

especially

members

as

employed, they are denominated
"old grandmothers." Oftentimes, when a district judge is mentioned in a case
where his decision is contrary to popular feeling, he is referred to as " an old granny,"
having some legal learning, but utterly destitute of common sense and knowing nothis

Frequently, when a member of the bar is defeated in the trial court,
to the Supreme Court is unsuccessful, he adjourns to the nearest
hotel or other convenient resort, and compliments the members of the court with a

ing of justice.

and upon appeal

red-hot vocabulary of " cuss " words.

gantly the third

commandment.

Speaking more elegantly, he violates extravaEven our State judges are not the sole victims of

and wrath, as the Federal judges are also subject, now and then, to language
not wholly complimentary, and their decisions are often reversed by the first newsI'aper published after judgment has been announced.
ridicule

I am called upon this afternoon to say something of the -'old owls." the -grand-'
mothers" and the "grannies" of the courts; about those wlio are often '-cussed"
and discussed " by disgruntled editors, by defeated lawyers, as well as others, in
anything but favorable terms. You will therefore perceive that my remarks cannot
'•

be very entertaining.

upon more

Many have been appointed

interesting topics.

They should be

to address

you on

this occasion,

better able to delight

and gratify
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however.
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For

fifteen minutes, at least,

my

-^^

^^^-^

jurisdiction

is

--^

^^--- --^^^

exclusive here.

It has

have

fol-

^.n

^^-^

been

exfrom the court room, with its few listeners,
to this opera house, with its va^r
audience. For the extension of my
jurisdiction at this time, I fall back
upon the
" good authority, for it rests upon a decision of Chief Justice
Marshall, of the bupreme Court of the
United States. It was rendered bv him
at
tez^ded

^CZu

ATt

'";:": ;' '^^ '^'^"^' ^^^^ distinguished associates, a^d came
way: Chief Justice Marshall, though
a temperate man. was a verv
great lover of a good glass of wine.
In those days, I need not say,
prohibition was
unknown During the sessions of the United
States Supreme Cou^ at Washington
about
abou^r'tL
in th:

the

members dmed together

daily at the old National Hotel.

When

the de.^ert^as

Brother Story please go to the window
and ascertain the condition of the weather if
it
IS rainy, or threatening,
a bottle of wine will be ordered,
to protect the health of t'he
•

court."

IJJudgeStoryreportedrainyorstormyweatheroutside.thewinewasordred
^"'^"'''^^ '"^' but if Brother Story reported the sunshining.

or th
Chief Justice Marshall would reply:
'-The jurisdiction of the
so extensive and embraces so
many different sections of the
country, surely it must be raining
or threatening a storm somewhere:
therefore h
'''
"'"'
'^""°^^ ^" ^* ^^'^^•' ^"--^.^ however, when I
"
"
reme'? I have
V'
lemember
been requested to speak of the State
Judiciary, a coordinate branch
of the Government, a branch
which, with its supreme power, can
stav the hand of
the Governor and annul acts of
the Legislature. I accept the
invitation with extreme

we'th"?,
weathe,
tolerably

Supreme Court

fair.

is

T.

to
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''' ^°-^°°^' "^ ^^-^ewminutes allowed
do
do^H'i
t"^^'
K an important
justice to
such
subject.

Iw
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^

"'? "' '^^^''^'°'- ^'^ ^-^^i^-^-- Of the State

ordained,
as noM "th'^.Tr
a.
that the judicial power should be
vested in the Supreme Court, district
court,
probate courts justices of the peace,
and such other coults inferior io th

^'TA

Su;/::

'' ^^^" '""^ ^"P^^^^^ ^-^^ ---^^'i then, as nnw.Tf
"'^.
onTch
one
r^'^'
chief justice and
two associate justices, whose term of
otfice, after the tir:^ w!

State^.as divided
his office for the

mto

five judicial districts,

term of four years.

"'' '^'
and
and^'n;on""t"""'
"""'^"J"
Lawrence
D. Bailey the

^^^^^ '""'''''-^ Hon. Samuel A. Kinsman
Associate Justices. Andrew Stark
wa^ the

^'^'^

first

L:
tor,

with a district judge for each.
h.Min.
^o.aing

-w United States Sena

''' "" ^•^^^*' ^^' ^'^^'^^ ^- ^'-^bth .
?r"''^'
the
first
Reporter. The following were the
first District

Judges of the'sta^e-

^' ^--^--^^ --ty; Hon. Albert i: Leo
d"
Pht rrj f'f r^"'
"°"- '"'"
^'""- '' ^-^'- -^
Hor o^rLirrd^ft'/er"^"^"
"
:

^""°,''''
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of the coart in
^

-

-

'^^""*'' by Governor Charles Robinson, on
December
"S^^']^!7 ^'?k'""
'^'^"'"'"' '" °*"^'
"" •""• ^^^' "^^ '"'^^^^'^ ^^- H-itobert
Robert' Crozier, who was ^'
elected November 8, 1863.
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He

i„-heal.h.

You, speaU„

,-a,

held the

..ffi.. f
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,
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Governor Thomas A. Osborn. and I first took my seat upon the Supreme
Bench in
January, 1877. Hon. Lawrence D. Bailey served as Associate Justice
for eight years.
<riving place to Hon. Daniel M. Valentine, who
was first elected Associat°e JusticeNovember 3, 18C8. and has continued to fill the ofUce from that time.
Hon. Samuel
A. Kingman served as Associate Justice from 18G1 to
1865, his successor being Hon.
Jacob Safford, who held the oliice for one term, being succeeded
by Hon. David J.
Brewer, elected November

8.

1870; he continued in office as Associate Justice
until

on April 8, 1884. He was succeeded by Hon. T. A. Hurd, by
appointment of Governor George W. Glick, who in turn gave place to Hon. W.
A. Johnston.
elected as Associate Justice on November 4, 1884.
Ex-Chief Justice Ewing returned to Ohio at the close of the war,
and served for a
time as a member of Congress from that State. He is now a
successful lawyer in New
York city. Hon. Nelson Cobb is engaged in the practice of his
profession at Kansas City.
Ex-Chief Justice Kingman resides in Topeka, enjoying the
retrospects
his resignation,

incident to a serene old age.
in various pursuits

Ex-Judge Bailey, since leaving

— mostly in

journalism.

He

the" bench, has engaged
Finney county. Judge
of United States Judge for

resides in

David J. Brewer is ably and acceptably filling the office
the Eighth Circuit. Ex-Judge T. A. Hurd is in the practice
of the law at Leavenworth.

Andrew Stark was succeeded
was appointed
1870.

C. J.

in 1868.

as Clerk of the

He was

He

succeeded by

Supreme Court by E.

B. Fowler,

Abram Hammatt, appointed

who

in July,

resigned in June. 1879, and died a few months later, his
successor being
Brown, the present occupant. Andrew Stark and E. B. Fowler
have removed

from the

State.

The

first,

I

imderstand, lives in Chicago, and the latter in Cali-

fornia.

Preston B. Flumb was succeeded as Fveporter by Louis
Carpenter, who was killed
massacre at Lawrence on August 21, 1863. by guerrillas under
Quantrill.
His
successor was Elliot V. Banks, whose term expired March
31, 1871.
He has since
deceased. His successor was Hon. W. C. Webb, the present
Judge of the Superior
Court of Shawnee county. He resigned in March, 1879, and
was succeeded by A. M.
F. Randolph, the present Reporter.
in the

Judge William C. McDowell died July 16. 1867, in St. Louis. Mo.,
from an injury received from falling from the top of a coach while riding
from the Southern
Hotel to the railroad depot, one wheel passing over his body.
Judge Albert L. Lee resigned the Judgeship of the SecondDistrict in
October. 1861,
to accept the position of Major in the 7th Regiment
of Kansas
Volunteers.

On May

he was promoted to the colonelcy of that regiment,
and on November 29.
was made Brigadier General of Volunteers. After the close of the
war. he setand married in New Orleans, where he now resides, spending, however,
much of

17, 1862,

1862,
tled
his

time abroad.

Judge Solon 0. Thacher has

lately returned to his home at Lawrence
from a
very extensive tour over the States of South America,
which he visited under appointment from President Arthur to investigate and report concerning

the commercial
relations between the United States and those of that
country. He finds it difficult
to retire from the practice, and is still engaged,
more or less, in the active work of
his profession.

Judge 0. E. Learnard resigned the judgeship of the Fifth
Judicial District on
July 1!. 1S61. to accept the lieutenant-colonelcy of
the First Regiment of Kansas
Volunteers. He is now one of the leading officers of the
Southern Kansas Railway
Company, residing at Lawrence.
In addition to the persons named, seventy-three
others have been elected or appointed District Judges of the State, some of whom,
however, held their position-.
14
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only a few months, others have been elected and
reelected.

me

Time

will

not permit

to recite their names.

The

judicial districts have been increased from five
to twenty-one, with a Superior Court in operation in Shawnee county,
having equal jurisdiction with the District Court of that county, save in a few
excepted cases. Bills are now before the
Legislature to make a further increase of judicial
districts.

The number of memSupreme Court is the same as 186L A constitutional amendment is
before the people, to be voted on at the next general
election, to add more
members to the Supreme Bench, so that it may promptly and
properly dispatch the
business with which it is flooded.
bers of the

pendmg

It is often facetiously

remarked that "judges scarcely ever die. and none resic^n."^
hardly applicable to Kansas. The following is the
death-roll of judgesxMcDowell, Buggies, Watson. Graham, Goodin. Price,
Caniield, Voss, Broadhe'ad."
Banta, Lowe, Stephens, and Safford
thirteen in all.
This

is

—

The following judges have resigned

judicial positions:

Ewing. Kingman. Lee.

Learnard, Horton, Thacher, Lowe, Goodin, Humphrey,
Brown, Price. Peters, two
Webbs, Morton, Brewer, and Orner
seventeen in number. Lowe, Goodin. Brown.
and Peters resigned to serve as members of Congress. At the
session of the State
Legislature in lS7-t. owing to the resignation of Hon.
Alexander Caldwell a^ United
States Senator, a vacancy existed. The friends of Chief
Justice Kingman obtained
his consent to present him as a candidate for the
office.
Being a member of the

—

House of Representatives, I was selected to place him in nomination.
He was not
Hon. James M. Harvey came out of the contest victorious.
Without
disparaging the merits of the Senator elected. I am more than
satisfied that if Chief
successful, as

Justice Kingman had then acquired a seat in the National
Senate, he would have
achieved fame for himself and the State, greatly exceeding
his fortunate competitor.
Although section thirteen of article three of the State Constitution
ordains that
the judges of the supreme and district courts shaUnot
hold anv other office of profit
or trust under the authority of the State or the
United States, during the term of
office for which they are elected, this constitutional
inhibition has been nuc^atory to
prevent the judges of the State from being Senatorial or
Congressional candidates.
or from accepting positions upon the Federal judiciary,
simply because the government of the State of Kansas has no control over the eligibilitV
or qualifications of

United States. If a judge of the State accepts a seat in
Con-re.. or
office under the United States, the tribunals
of the State are powerless over the
matter, for Congress passes upon the qualifications of
its members, and the Stite
cannot interfere with the tenure of office which the United
States may prescribe for
its officers.
As the provision is wholly witliout force to render
a judge ineli-^ible to
Congress, or to an office under the United States, it were
better, perhaps, that it had
been omitted from the constitution, and no attempt made
to" reach a jurisdiction
beyond its power to assail. There are some limits, even to
a State constitution, and
some precincts where its mandates are impotent.
Two courts of record, not specifically named in the constitution, have
been created
by legislative enactment since the admission of Kansas as
a State, viz.: The Criminal Court of Leavenworth county, and the Superior
Court of Shawnee county. The
Criminal Court of Leavenworth county, established March.
1862. had conferred upon
It the same criminal jurisdiction that
had been conferred upon the District Court of
that county. The probate judge of the county
was ex officio the judge of the court
The court, however, was abolished March 18, 1875. During its
existence, the following pers..ns were the judges thereof: Hon. D. J. Brewer.
Hon. Peter McFarhuid Hon
BarziUai Gray, and Hon. Byron Sherry. Tlu- Superior
Court of Shawnee counrv was
officers of the

any
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March 7, 1885, for the period of two years, and Governor
John A. Martin appointed Hon. W. C. Webb its presiding judge.
Of two of the district judges who have died, I purpose to speak more fully. Thev
are Nathan Price and David P. Lowe. I knew them intimately and well. The first
resided in the northeastern, and the other in the southeastern part of the State.
They were of different temperaments, and possessed very different qualities and
talents
yet both were lawyers and judges of much more than average ability.
Price was a member of the Osawatomie Convention, held May IS, 1859. After the
commencement of the great Rebellion, he enlisted, and was commissioned Captain
in one of the companies of the 10th Regiment of Kansas Volunteers.
He remained
with his regiment until it was mustered out of service. August 19, 186-t. On November 3, 1868, he was elected Judge of the Second Judicial District over Hon. A. G.
Otis, after a most violent and bitter contest.
On March 1, 1872, he resigned his
position as Judge, to enter again upon the practice of the law. Subsequently, he
was a member of the State Senate, and was always, while living, an important factor
in the politics of his county and the State.
In general learning he was somewhat
deficient.
He was, so to speak, a diamond in the rough. By whom, or by what circreated by the Legislature

—

cumstances, his attention was

first

turned to legal studies at his time of

life, I

do not

endowments may have
supplied the needed motive power. He had a remarkable memory, and was thoroughly conversant with the law books he had read; in person he was large and
commanding, but generally dressed without much regard to taste, and somewhat
know.

Possibly, an inward consciousness of superior native

negligently. His geniality of temper; his rare talent for relating anecdotes; his
kind and unassuming manners; and his well-known sincerity and devoted friendship,
made him a great favorite. He was a vigorous reasoner; a winning and impressive
advocate before a jury; and an admirable campaigner upon the hustings. As a general thing, he was able to encounter any speaker in his section of the State, in a

manner
cuss.

upon any of the questions which he was called to discwuld be witty and amusing, as the nature of the case which he had in

creditable to himself,

He

hand would admit of, and coxild talk when he pleased in melting strains of heartmoving pathos. Humanity was his God, and the human race the Supreme Being.
He possessed more native ability than most of his rivals at the bar, but unfortunately
he lacked industry and application. He was unlucky in some of his business enterprises, and was wholly destitute of what we call " thrift."
His social nature finally
led him into dissipated ways; the love of drink grew upon him, and he became his
own worst enemy. At last, on April 11, 1883, in his law office in Troy, maddened by
the cup which had made time a curse, he drained the poisoned chalice, and opened,
unbidden, the portals of eternity. Amidst a vast concourse of friends, I read the
ritual of the Masonic Order over his coffin at the church, and also beside his open
grave when his body was committed to Mother Earth.
My attention was first called to David P. I^owe on reading a notice of his nomination as Attorney General by the convention held at Lawrence September 29, 18G2, which
selected as its gubernatorial candidate Hon. W. R. Wagstaff. Mr. Lowe declined the
nomination, and Hon. Louis Carpenter, of Lawrence was substituted. In November
of that year, he was elected a Senator from the Thirteenth District. In October.
1804, he succeeded Hon. Solon O. Thacher as Judge of the Fourth Judicial District.
Upon the expiration of his term of ofiice he was succeeded by Judge D. M. Valentine.
On March 4, 18(;7, he was appointed Judge of the Sixth Judicial District, and
continued judge of that District until after his election to Congress on November .>.
1^70.
He was renominated as a candidate for Congress September 1, 1872, and
again elected on November 5th of that year. Upon leaving Congress, of which body
he was an able and faithful member, he was appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme
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Court of Utah Territory.

Subsequently, he returned to Fort Scott, and succeeded

—

the Sixth. He conJudge again of his old district
Judge until his death, on A]>ril 10. 1882.
At the session of the Legislature of the State for 1877, a United States Senator
was to be elected to succeed Hon. James M. Harvey. The friends of Lowe presented
him as a candidate, and upon the sixteenth ballot the vote cast was: For Preston B.
Plumb, 89; for Lowe, 6.3. Thereupon Preston B. Plumb was declared elected.
Judge Lowe was a man of much intellectual culture, and had a judicial mind, with
all the term implies.
He had a distaste for partisan politics, and was far removed
from political intrigue. To him, the duties of the bench were much more attractive
than the labors attending Congressional life. As a rule, he made the most ample
preparations for argument in court, or for a speech elsewhere; but when he did
speak, it was with a clearness and precision that might well defy criticism. He was
eminently a safe and honest legal adviser, not very fiopefu! !n t!ie tfia! of cases, but
always, as a judge, able, profound and popular. He was well proportioned in size,
of fine appearance, and always well dressed; he never seemed to forget the proprieties of his position, or indulged, to the least extent, in unseemly affectation or
triviality.
He was anxious for a seat npon the Federal Bench in this State, and
when a successor was appointed to Hon. Mark W. Delahay, upon his retirement from
the United States District Court of Kansas, Judge Lowe was greatly disappointed
in not having been selected. He had few superiors upon the District Be uch, and
was deserving of a wider field for the exercise of his eminent judicial qualities. He
was a man of spotless integrity, and universally beloved. By his death, the State
lost a useful citizen, the bar one of its brightest ornaments, and the bench a wise
and just judge.
Of the persons who have served as Chief Justices of the Supreme Court, it is safe
to say, with full appreciation of the abilities of others, that Hon. Thomas Ewing jr.
and Hon. Samuel A. Kingman are preeminent.
in 1880

Hon. W.

C. Stewart, as

tinued to hold the

oiTice of

Thomas Ewing jr. came to the Territory of Kansas at an early day, seeking fame
and fortune. In his favor he had the influence of the name of a distinguished
family, and was the possessor of brilliant talents. He seemed to have been born
with indomitable confidence in his own capacity for self-advancement. Speaking of
him as I knew him when a citizen of this State, he was a very prince in personal
appearance, gentlemanly and dignified in his demeanor, and a forcible and impressive speaker.
He was deemed by some reserved and cold in his manner, but those
most intimate with him credit him with great social qualities and an intense devotion
to his friends. He had the quality of attaching persons to him "with hooks of
steel,'" and ever afterwards they were not only his ardent supporters, but earnest admirers. He was a member of the Free-State Convention at Lawrence in 1S57, and
in 1858 of the Territorial Commission which exposed in detail the fraudulent votes
cast for the Lecompton Constitution. He was one of the officers of the Free-State
Convention held at Topeka in 1858, and in the same year was a member of the
Leavenworth Constitutional Convention. He was one of the vice presidents of the
Osawatomie Convention held in 1859, and as a member of that convention greatly
assisted in organizing the Republican party in Kansas. He was nominated Chief
Justice by acclamation at the Republican State Convention held in Lawrence October
After the admission of the State, he served as Chief Justice less than two
12, 1859.
years, resigning his judicial position on November 28, 1862, to enter the military
service of his country, as before stated. On March following, he was made Brigadier
General, and on August 22. 186^, issued his celebrated Order No. 11, requiring all
persons living in Jackson. Cass, and Bates counties, Missouri, to remove from their
places of residence within fifteen days.

Upon

leaving the army, in 1865, General
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to Ohio to reside.
He there became identified with the Democratic
and at the National Democratic Convention held in New York in July. 18t>->.
was a prominent candidate for the Vice-Presidency. His Order No. 11 circulated
among the members of that convention, was prejudicial to his success, and he was
As illustrative of his style
tinally defeated by General Frank P. Blair, of Missouri.
as a speaker, and the great changes in travel and mail facilities from the early days
of Kansas, I quote the following extract from one of his speeches delivered in Congress: "I have lived on the border, and know how exigent and inoperative is the need
what social joy and business life the quick coach is freiyhtt-d
of good facilities
with, and how saddening and destructive of business is the laggard mail.
I was

Ewing returned
party,

—

—

that splendid achievewhen the first tieet horse of the pony express started
ment by Ben. Holladay-— the most characteristic of all the American enterprises of
this century.
I was present when the courser Hung the dust of Missouri from
his feet and sped away to the desert amid the Godspeeds and acclaims of all Kansas:
and I remember, too. how his reception on the Pacific coast thrilled the continent.
A grander and more loving welcome was given to horse and rider, begrimmed with
soil and sweat, than was ever accorded there to hero or statesman: for the hearts o-f
our brethren on that far coast leaped with joy to know that they were brought within
That spider's
a fortnight-mail communication with their kindred in the East.
thread swung across the desert has drawn after it raUroad and telegraph, city and
State; vast fields of wheat and herds of cattle, and the pulses of this great artery
of commerce now throb throughout our continent."
In the time allotted me, I cannot do justice to ex-Judge Samuel A. Kingman, one
of the fathers and founders of the State, and for fourteen years upon the Supreme
Bench as Chief Justice and Associate Justice. He was an active member of the Wyandott« Constitutional Convention, and was chairman of the Committee OTi the Judiciary.
In that convention he was eloquent in debate, as well as wise; or rather he
was eloquent by his wisdom. His name is entitled in Kansas to enviable immortali'v
for his support of the homestead provision incorporated in the State Constitution.
If not the author of the provision, he was it?: most able defender and successful advocate. I have time for only a few of his words uttered in the debate upon that
question. Against an attempt to limit the value of the homestead to .s2,000. he said:
"A true homestead law has always laid very near my heart. A home is a home
good or bad. valuable or valueless. It is simply the home, the hearthstone, the tireside, around which a man may gather his family, with the certainty of assurance
that neither the hand of tlie law, nor any nor all of the uncertainties of life, can
eject them from the possession of it.
To limit the value, is to say to the owner. "So
long as your land remains unimproved, so long as it shall remain poor and sterile,
it is yours, but the moment you put your labor upon it, the moment you improve
and adorn it and make it habitable and beautiful, it shall be taken away from you
for the payment of your debts.'
This limitation tells him that his labor shall be in
vain: tells him to keep away the hand of imprf>vement, for if you advance its value
beyond the limit proposed, your- homestead and your reliance for the support of

present

—

your family
'•It is

is

forever gone."

within the recollection of

Upon another occasion he said in the conveutiou:
many when it was the settled policy of many St:irrS

that the land should not be subject to sale for the

payment of

debts, but the

com-

mercial int-erests of the country, by their power and skill, produced a change which
has subjected the farms and homes of the people to be sold under execution, and so
nearly converted our people into a class of nomads. I want, if possible, to restore
'lie

old policy, to

change back again

tree, or she cultivates a rose

they

may

—

tliat

— so that
both

may

man or woman, if he plants a
beautify and adorn their hi-ines i':5

every

choose, and have the benefit of the protection of the law."
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The homestead provision was very strongly and

bitterly contested in that con-

was adopted by a vote of twenty-eight to twenty-one. Two separate
protests were filed after its adoption; one of these was signed by a member of the
convention from Atchison county, who is now the senior Senator in Congress from
Kansas, upon the ground that "he believed its provisions unjust, invidious, and open
to fraudulent construction." I suppose to-day all will concede the wise, liberal and
enlightened public policy which dictated the incorporation of the homestead exemption in our Constitution. This provision to protect citizens of the State and their
families from the miseries and dangers of destitution, supplemented as it has been
by the homestead law of Congress, is, in my mind, one of the great causes for the
rapid settlement and development of our State. It has greatly assisted to swell our
population, in a quarter of a century, from one hundred thousand to over a million
and a quarter. It has aided to give us more than a hundred thousand fruitful farms:
it has tended to increase towns and villages, vying with each other in prosperity.
From this, as much as anything else, now
vention.

It

" Cities

grow where stunted birches

Hugged the shallow

And

water-line,

the deepening' rivers twine

Past the factory and the mine,
Orchard slopes and schools and churches."

Chief Justice Kingman's judicial opinions are models of clearness and conciseness:
a natural sense of justice permeates

them

Upon

the bench as well as

off. he has
misfortune to the
State that ill-health required him to relinquish the duties which otherwise he was
so ably fitted to discharge. It is my hope that he will live to a ripe old age. beloved,
respected, and honored, as he deserves to be, by every citizen of this great commonall.

always been noted for unaffected dignity and simplicity.

It is a

wealth.

In conclusion, speaking in general terms, I can unhesitatingly assert that the
of the Judiciary of Kansas have been as learned, able, faithful, fearless and
upright as the judges of any of our siotex States. Several of them who have, and

members

some who are now

fiUing judicial positions, are

rior legal attainments.

men

of brilliant abilities and supe-

They would adorn and dignify any bench, whether Federal

If, now and then, a weak, vacillating or unworthy judge has been elected
or appointed, he has been speedily retired. The ermine in Kansas has not often
been tainted or stained.

or State.

ADDRESS OF COL.
Col. C.

C.

K. PIOLLIDAY.

K. Holliday, the most prominent among the founders and buildand delivered the

ers of the Capital City of Kansas, Avas then introduced,

following address:
the' CITIK< OF KANSAS.

There were very many passengers aboard the elegant steamer, F. X. Aubrey, on
her trip from St. Louis to Fort Leavenworth, about the middle of the month of October, 185-1.

Among

made was an elderly gentleman By the name
Weston, Mo., but who took a lively interest in Kan-

those whose acquaintance I

of McDaniel, whose

He had

home was

at

new Territory, and was contemplating
home.
Upon learning that I was going to Kansas, with a view of making a permanent
settlement, he was kind enough to give me many valuable hints and suggestions.
"Don't make a mistake, young man," he said, "don't make a mistake. Near the
sas affairs.

making

it

his future

already invested in the
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is bound to be built the greatest city of the conKickapoo."
I mildly suggested that I heard Atchison, Leavenworth. '\Vyandotte and Kansas
But he quickly gave me to understand
City, or rather Westport, well spoken of.
that, if I would become a part of, and grow up with the great city, I should lose no
time in casting my lot among the Kickapoos.
If, however, I could not reconcile myself to living in a large commercial emporium like Kickapoo. he would then recommend that I should "stick my stakes" at
Douglas or Tecumseh, both of which were bound to be large interior cities, and one
of which would, doubtless, be the capitaL
Strange as it may seem to-day, it is true that Kickapoo. situated on the Missouri
river, some six or eight miles above Leavenworth, did aspire to be one of the great

great elbow of the Missouri there

tinent,

and that

city, sir, is

become the greatest. And it is equally true
becoming the largest interior city. And
not without reason. For Tecumseh came within one vote of being made the capital
by the first Legislative Assembly, and would doubtless have secured the location,
had not the personal interests of a majority of the members influenced them to
make the location at Lecompton. The importance, however, of these cities was
folly recognized by this same Legislative Assembly, in that it established the county
seat of Leavenworth county at Kickapoo, of Douglas county at Douglas, and of
Shawnee county at Tecumseh. Nor would the friends of these respective cities for
a moment concede that Leavenworth could ever successfully compete with Kickapoo.
nor Lawrence with Douglas, nor Topeka, not even founded at the initial period of

cities of the Territory,

that

Tecumseh had

this history, with

and hoped

to

similar aspirations of

Tecumseh.

should not omit in this enumeration of the earliest established cities of our
Territory, still another, whose hojjes, or the hopes of its friends, soared high above
those of Kickapoo, Douglas, or Tecumseh. I allude, of course, to the very first prosI

—

the city of Pawnee. This city was founded by a number of prominent and influential gentlemen, chiefly from Pennsylvania, and who were sujiposed
to be near the administrative authority of the Territory. At this place the first
Legislative Assembly was convened, and it was hoped that an act would speedily be
passed making Pawnee the permanent capital. But the political fires which swept
and devastated the Territory for the next three years, had already been kindled.
The Assembly, therefore, not only did not make Pawnee the capital, but refu:.ed to
do any business whatever there, other than to organize, and then adjourn to the
Shawnee Mission, where the remainder of its session was held.
Pawnee was situated upon a beautiful plateau on the north bank of the Kansas
river, about a mile eastward from Fort Riley.
A large and substantial stone building was erected, by private means, in which the
two houses of the Assembly might hold their sessions, and other buildings for the
accommodation of the officers and members. L'pon investigation, however, it was
ascertained that Pawnee was located upon the Fort Riley military reservation. This
was construed as an invasion of the reserved territory of the United States; and.
upon the facts being made known at Washington, the President ordered the army
to expel the citizens, and, if need be. to bombard and destroy the city.
The city was ever afterwards known, until it passed from the recollections of the

pective capital

"Pawnee on the Reserve."'
The bombardment of "Pawnee on

peoj)le, as

the Jle-^erve." and of Greytown, in Nicaragua,
were the two great military achievements which gave fame and renown to the Pierce

Administration.
I

should perhaps add, as a third, the expulsion, at the point of the bayonet and
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mouth of shotted cannou. of the Legislature under the Topeka Constitution,
Topeka, on the Ith day of July, ISoG.
In these modern days, when we wish to express, in the superlative degree, any
great movement in trade, in manufacture, in real estate, in. the rapid growth of
cities, or what not. we call it a "boom."
The biggest boom that Kansas ever had in
the city line, or perhaps ever will have, took place in ISoT. continuing into 1S58. The
causes of this movement were too numerous and lengthy to be enumerated in detail,
within the time allotted to this address. Principally, however, a great panic was
prevailing in the Eastern States, and the many persons failing there, strove to place
the remnants saved from the wrecks of their fortunes where they would best escape
the vigilance of creditors, and at the same time be most remunerative.
Kansas having been extensively advertised through our "Border Ruffian troubles."
and by the Buchanan-Fremont campaign of IS.'jO, peace being at last assured and
large and valuable bodies of public lands being offered for sale, the rush of people
to our Territory was most extraordinary. Unlike those who had come the three
preceding years, those who came in 1857 were possessed of considerable means.
The result was that both lauds and city lots especially the latter were in the
greatest demand. All sales were made for cash. The older and really more substantial cities and towns having been sold and resold, and the demand being still unsupplied. new towns or cities
everything was a city then
were being daily organized,
surveyed, platted and sold.
Lots or groups of lots were seldom sold. The plan was almost universal, to issue
at the

at

—

—

—

—

certificates of shares in the new city, and sell the certificates.
The city would be divided into from one hundred to, say four or five hundred shares
according to its
size and the sanguine temperaments of its founders, and each share would represent

—

from two

to twenty lots.
The avidity with which these certificates of shares in the
were bought, was something startling. The standard average price for city
shares was about KoOO each, some favorites, of course, commanding more, others,
cities

perhaps,

less.

was not merely the new-comers who were enthused, and lost self-control in this
new city movement, but the old settlers were equally infected and carried along by
the tide. Many who had valuable properties in the old and well-established towns,
such as Leavenworth, "Wyandotte, Lawrence, Topeka and others, sold the same, and
with the proceeds bought certificates of shares in the new cities. Li the county of
It

Shawnee alone. I call to mind the five cities of Avoca, Canema. Essex. Dayton, and
Kansapolis— there were many others whose lots to-day are doubtless parts of some
fine corn-field or orchard, and whose sites the oldest inhabitant would try in vain to

—

determine.
.

To

a half-dozen of the

cial attention:

most prominent of these cities, I wish to invite your speQaindaro, Delaware, Sumner. Doniphan, Palermo, and Elwood.

These cities were organized almost simultaneously, and their early progress was
most extraordinary. Large hotels, and fine business blocks, and valuable stocks of
goods, could be found at each; and the population of each increased with astonishing rapidity, especially when the sparseness with which the Territory was then setis taken into consideration.
In fact. I question whether, with our present large
population, and the mania that has again broken out among our people for the
building of new towns
I say I question whether any city at the present time has

tled

—

been built so thoroughly, or has increased iu population so rapidly, as some of these
cities to which I am now calling your attention.
Perhaps their great prosperity is not to be marveled at. when we remember who
were the founders of these cities, ..r who early became their champions. The most
distinguished citizen of our Territory at that time, and afterwards Governor of our

QUARTER-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.
Commonwealth, and who has been the foremost among
thirty-one years of our history, was

among

all

007

our people for the whole

the leading spirits of Quindaro.

A

Lieutenant-Governor and many others of distinction championed the prosperity of
Delaware. A gentleman of wide literary fame, and who has since honored both his
State and the Nation upon the floor of the United States Senate, was the speci'al
friend of Sumner. The great military chieftain of our Territorial days, and afterwards a distinguished Senator in Congress, was the leader of the hosts and of ti^e
enterprise at Doniphan. Gentlemen of almost equal prominence and ability were
directing affairs at Palermo. But it was reserved for Elwood to be especially blessed
with a list of names as its founders and friends, of which any city might well be
proud. One, afterwards often honored by his friends with a seat in the State Legis-

and other civil offices: another, afterwards a high literary authority and an
accomplished State othcer; another, afterwards a distinguished General in the Union
Army, and subsequently holding high positions in the civil service at New Orleans:
another, afterwards the leading citizen of a neighboring State, a millionaire, and
member of the United States Senate; and still another, greater than all. who afterwards held many civil ofhces. then Governor of our State, and more recently Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to a powerful but friendly empire. Yet,
notwithstanding all this great array of talent and ability, the fates seemed to be
against these cities. Their "boom" continued but for a year or two. and. like some
of the other cities to which I first referred, it would be ditticult to-day to determine
even the sites upon which some of these last named cities were erected.
lature,

As there may be persons present to-night who have never heard of the citit-s
I am speaking, and who do not know where they were located, and. as

about which

the enthusiastic exhumists of

cities,

after they shall have

gotten througli with

Pompeii and Herculaneum, and Babylon, and Troy, and others of the »ld AVorld.
may want to try their hands upon the lost cities of this continent, it might be wdl
for me to state, that they were all situated upon the Missouri river. Quindaro. some
three miles above Wyandotte; Delaware, about half-way between Wyandotte and
Leavenworth; Sumner, four or five miles below Atchison: Doniphan, as many miles
above Atchison; Elwood, immediately opposite the city of St. Joseph; and Palermo,
about midway between Elwood and Doniphan.
(

Two

great causes contributed to bring about the collapse of these cities:
Being located but a few miles apart, along the Missouri river, which already

First,

had upon its banks the large and prosperous cities of Atchison, Leavenworth and
Wyandotte, they necessarily became rivals, and greatly antagonized each other's
interests.

Secomh They were unquestionably far
the Territory, with

its

in

advance of the times.

small population, could not sustain so

The business of

many

large places,

crowded into such close proximity.
Viewed from the standpoint of to-day, and with all the disastrous restilts before
us, it is a matter of supreme regret to me, and I doubt not to all the people of oar
State, that the great talents employed and the large means expended in building up
so many antagonistic cities on our eastern border, were not combined to build one
really great, magnificent city within the limits of our State

—

a city capable of evoking the largest State pride, at which the commercial and financial business of the
State might be transacted, and whose wealth would augment and aggraudi-'e the
wealth of our own State, instead of suffering such a city to be built in a neighburing
State, to exhaust the resources and drain the life-blood of all our people for all time
to come.

Two

other cities of our Territorial days should claim our attention for a ni.vinen:
Both of these cities had the loftiest aspirations, eaca

— Lecompton and Minneola.
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striving to be the great political
center-the capital of our great Commonwealth.
Nor were hese aspirations by any means
groundless, for Lecompton was chosen as
the capital by the tirst Legislative
Assembly, or what was known as the -'Border
Ruffian Assembly, while Minneola
was chosen as the capital by the Free-State
Lec^islative Assembly, at its first regular
session.
Soon after the first of these location..
Congress made an appropriation of s.50.000
with which to erect the capitol buildine.
at Lecompton. and which was duly
expended for

that purpose

'"'''"' ' ^''''' ''"' °' '^' ""''' ^^^'^^
««*« «f Governor Robinson
at public auction, and strange
as it may seem, so
Lttle were capitol buildings in
demand at that particular season, that the net
pro'"^^""'*^'' *^ *-^^I ^^«*^ f^«- recoUection,
'
'
'
but think I am
cor^ct.

^.^f''
nT'T
wa.
to sell
that capitol building

At Minneola, a large and commodious
building was erected for capital purposes
by private enterprise and good hotels for
the accommodation of members,
Te;ri:
tonal officers, and others.

°""

'" ""' ""''"P"^ '"^ '^^ P^^P°^^^ ^^^- ^bi'^b they were
eJcTel'^^'lVT
^^r"^ Assembly which
e
ected
Ihe Legislative
located the capital at Minneola. also
proV ded for a Constitutional Convention,
to assemble at the same place.
It met. but
refused to entertain any motion, or
do any business, other than organise,
and ad^'^^ ^'^ ---tution designated by that name was framed.
'The
The :fate of both Lecompton and Minneola
as capitals was plainlv discerned
from
^^^^ --^'^^-^ *^- taking place sealed'the
fate of the
^'^^';f
l-;---^i-neola-was
largely owned by the members of the
Assemh!located the capital at that
bly which
place. This .avored too much of
the -Job
to
be tolerated by the people. Besides,
it was forestalling the
popular Judgment upon
so important a matter as the
location of their capital. The
people'became ind'"
Bant. Their cond.emnation was
swift as the lightning and as
destructive as the
cyclone. And the prospects of
Minneola becoming a grLt city quick],

^"rrrt'-

Lmlf'Tr;

bHh

"

Melted into

And

left

air, into thin air,
not a rack behind."

T

'\' '"''^^ '^'* ''"' ''''°''*' "P^" *^^^ ^°^i^^*' ^ -^1 ^tate, that during
the^J'of
the
consideration of the bill establishing
the capital at Minneola. in the Council
on!
Of he members opposed to the
location said: -'I have to say to the
friends of hi
measure that, appropriating the language
of Mr. Webster, the lightnin. has
i
power, the tempest has its power,
the earthquake has its power, but
e-

there^s

the lightning

^m

and the tempest

and the earthquake comn7th^^ H,"^'^""""' '"^ ^^^"^
°^^°^°" "^^ ^-^^^ ^^^ -trage as a
swinl and it.
.wmdle,
;/ " as swindlers." "You are flattering
it
champions
"

t!

b

yourselves
.aid he
hat you are locating a capital.
It is a mistake; it will prov:
to be simpl'v I^rave
which every member who votes for
this bill will be politically

jard

m

buLd''

'""'* '^'"^"^" '"^''^^^' '^^ ^-* ^«- -' those who
voted for
'' "^" ^'^""^^'^ ^'^"^'^^ ^"-^ ^^^^
^=-- -trusted by th
peop";! with
people
wi htu.T"
r^
public conhdence.
or public place.
This much. I felt, was due to the
cities of our early Territorial
davs to the cities
that were but are not.- To
the cities, to employ the language
of Jur spiritual tc
^", '^'' "^''-''^'-'^ *^ ''' ^'''- ^' '^'
:5:^
*si^;,:
HaMug .aid
: d'^'
.o much concerning the cities
of the past, what shall I say. what
can
I .a
concerning the cities of the
present'^
What should I sav? Or th
wh"
''''^' ^^^ ^^^>' -^' ^'^ ^^-«'*° .peak for
thim'
^"^^r^^"^'
• ''"""' '''''''''• ^'^^ '^''^ ^°t all steadfast
friends and .talthe ^lin'

""

";"

,

.f

;

-^

t^"

the^r:'

Z 7T'

laH

/h

Ti

th?::::;;^'":'
light at an, time been

^^^ ''-''''

tL

'''- -^-^^ '^ --^"^ ^-' *- ^^^^^ for them
placed under a bushel. Could
any description of mine
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cities?

Could

I,

by painting, beautify the rose?
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'-Behold them.

and judge for yourselves." There are Atchison, and Leavenworth, and Wyandotte.
and Lawrence, and Fort Scott, and Ottawa, and Topeka. and Emporia, and Wiclu'ta,
Wintield, Wellington, and Newton, and Manhattan, and Junction, and Salina. and
Great Bend, and Hutchinson, and Dodge, and Garden City, and a hundred others
which would exhaust both the poet and the painter, as well as the historian, to portray them in all their effulgent glories. What the- jewels are to the crown, what the
stars are to the firmament, so are our cities to the broad and splendid domain of
our commonwealth. And as the stars give life and light, and beauty, and glory and
effulgence to the sky above, so do our cities give life and light, and beauty, and glory
and effulgence to the earth beneath.

ADDRESS OF HON. JAMES HUMPHREY.
Hon.

Janie,?

Humphrey, member of

missioners, ^Yas then introduced,

tlie State Board of Railroad Comand delivered the following address:

THE RAILROADS OF

KA>-sAS.

the date of the admission of Kansas into the

Union as a State, the whole
population then existing upon her soil had been so grouped as that all her traffic or
commerce could have been carried over railroads, four hundred miles of road would
have been the utmost which that traffic would have supported. At that time, for
If, at

several reasons. Kansas did not present the

most promising field for the display of
was remote from the far East, the most populous regions of
the country, whence the chief stream of immigration was expected to flow to people
the West. The great controversy which had lent stimulus to the tide of immigration
hither in the Territorial days had been settled, and this inducement had ceased to
operate. Besides, while sufficient was known to afford reasonable assurance that the
eastern half of the State would sustain an agricultural population, the western half
was universally believed to be subject to climatic conditions that rendered it insusrailroad enterprise.

It

ceptible to cultivatjon.

Yet, in that early stage of the State's career,

and amidst

men in Kansas who possessed a faith as to
her future that was prophetic, and a courage that seemed the inspiration of the
wildest hopes. There were companies already incorporated whose projects involved
the building of 1.320 miles of railroads within the State, every mile of which, and

.nnpropitious surroundings, there were

4S6 miles in addition, were built within twelve years from the date of the act of admission. Two of the lines thus projected had penetrated the savage wilds of the farwestern border, disputing the hitherto undisturbed possession of the red man of that

comparatively unknown country. These last embraced an ambition that could not
be circumscribed by State lines. They were enterprises founded upon bold and farreaching ideas, which sought to bind together the material interests of this State to
those of the vast Territories beyond, reaching out with hands of steel to gather the
swelling traffic of mountain and plain, and pour over the highways of this central
State the commerce of half a continent. Those conceptions have reached a practi-

and railroad projects conceived, commenced and matured in Kansas.
have spread their arms over intervening States and Territories to the Mexican line
and the Pacific main, and are numbered among the gigantic achievements of the

cal realization,

present age.

The growth

of that part of the country west of the Missouri river the past quar-

ter of a century in population, business

velopment of

its railroads.

In

and wealth

is

the vast country

fairly represented

now

by the de-

traversed by the Pacific
Railroad systems there was at the date of admission of Kansas into the Union but
about twenty miles of railroads. At the present time the railroad mileage in that
all
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and Ireland by 4.000 miles, that of France
by 3.000 miles, and is equal to the constructed railroads of the German Empire, being in round numbers L'3.000 miles.
It is estimated that the total railroad mileage of the world at the present time is
near 300.000 miles. Of this total. 128,492 miles are within the limits of the United
only 21..">08 miles less than one-half of all the railroads ou the face of the
States
territory exceeds that of Great Britain

—

globe.

The railroads operated in this State, including those portions of the Kansas system operated beyond its boundaries in adjoining States and Territories, embrace a
mileage of y.417 miles. These employ an army of workmen, exclusive of the general officers and their immediate assistants, of 33,438 men. or nearly one-third as
many as the whole population of Kansas at the date of its admission. At that time,
in all the region served by these roads, there was but little internal traffic; that which
existed was conducted by means of river and teams. For the year ending -June 3«X
1885, the roads named carried over their lines 15.555,395 tons of freights, consisting
of grain and other agricultural products, flour, provisions, manufactures, animals,
lumber, coal, mineral products, merchandise, etc. This enormous mass of freight

was hauled great distances; and when reduced to the one-mile unit it represents
2.811,141.071 tons hauled one mile. If this volume of freight had to be moved by
the jjrimitive

same

means of transportation existing prior

to the advent of railroads over

would require the services of 234.283 men. and would cost s210.755. 12«;.
The cost of moving it over railroads was $42,537,943.22.
The multiplication of railroads over the earth's surface, which has proceeded ?.r a
rapid rate the past few years, and which is still going on in every quarter of the
globe, economizing and cheapening the methods of distribution of the products of
land and labor from place to place, withdrawing from unproductive utilities an increasing proportion of the labor formerly absorbed by this species of service, is
now being profoundly felt in every department of productive industry, not in this
country only, but all over the civilized world. The cheapening of the process of
transportation reduces the prices of commodities and secures their more equal distribution, and this is an unmixed blessing.
The turning of an immense increment
the

di-^tance,

it

of labor from the business of transportation to the work of direct production, or
the increase of material objects, involves the reduction of wages and protits, and
this result

machinery
wages and

is

justly

contemplated with alarm. The process of eliminating labor by
its concomitant results of lowering prices,

go ou increasingly with
profits.
The great problem

will

in political

economy

is

to maintain a just

relative equality in these three elements.

At the present time there are 5.000 miles of railroads in Kansas, inclusive of sideIn the eastern half of the State for two hundred miles west of the east line,
there is not a farm more distant than twenty miles from a railroad, and not many
that far distant. Nearly every road that has been projected and built in the State
has been pushed along faster than the increase of population and business seemed
tracks.

to warrant, yet ultimately the State caught

up and business came to the support of
pushing out of railroad construction upon the verge of
the frontier settlements has had the effect of rendering the lands accessible and
attractive to the immigrant, and has crowded the frontier with unexampled rapidity
to the Colorado border.
There is no State better equipped with railroads than Kansas is to-day. Measured by her population, she has a greater relative mileage than either of the New
the road.

But

this constant

England or the :\riddle States: than either of the great States of the West except
Iowa and Minnesota, and her railroad facilities are equal to those existing in t:-.e
last-named States.
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impossible to estimate the value to the people of the State of these
who pioneered in Kansas before the advent of the railroad, have a

AVe

agencies.

being jolted along over rough roads live miles an hour at the
and with what longing we looked for the arrival of the
mail, carried in the boot of the coach. Unless the distance was too great, we prelively recollection of

rate of twelve cents per mile,

ferred to walk in those days.

During the

last

year the railroads of Kansas carried over their lines

4.18'_\t*10

passengers, and transported them an aggregate distance of 161.0GG.607 mUes. at
three cents per mile, and at an average speed of twenty-five miles an hour. This. too.
without an accident resulting in the death of a passenger. Two only were killed.
and these not through train accidents, but by their own carelessness.

There are no
of business and

figures

from which precise deductions can be made

carried on in the State at the time of

as to the

amount

admission into the
Union, but a pretty close approximate estimate may be made based on analogies.
and such an estimate would be represented by G30.000 tons of freight moved, including surplus productions carried out and supplies brought in. I estimate from reliable data that for the year ending last June, the movement of freight in Kansas
amounted to 6.744,000 tons, representing an increase of production, business and
trafiic

its

of nearly eleven-fold in twenty-five years. The actual increase in population
has been in very nearly the same ratio, and assuming that 400 miles of railroads

traffic,

would have been

a

proper proportion to the population and business of the State
it wDl be seen that the present mileage shows an increase but

twenty-five years ago.

advance of the ratio of increase of trafiic and population. If the same
and growth were to continue. Kansas would double her present
population and productive capacity within another decade. He would be a very
sanguine man who should expect such a result. As the settlements recede from the
eastern border, it is to be expected that development will be slower, and be attended
with greater difficulty. It is, however, certain that the eagerness with which cheap
lands are being sought for. and the great tide of emigration that is bearing itself
westward, will rapidly fill up the remaining unsettled portion of the State with an
industrious and enterprising population. There will be room and business for considerable more railroad mileage in the near future, not, however, for all the chartered
projects which exist on paper, for it is to be presumed that a portion of the State
will be needed for other purposes besides ground upon which to plant railroads.
Heretofore there has been, in their material aspects, a harmonious development
of the railroads of the State, and the interests up>on which they must depend for
support; the building of these works has kept pace with the increase of population
and the growth of business. It will be well for the State if these conditions shall be
maintained in the future. Although railroads are a good thing, and necessary, it is
possible to have too many of them. It is not wise to invest in the business of transslightly in

ratio of increase

portation or other unproductive utilities a larger capital than can be reasonably
supported, since these agencies must be maintained by those industries that are
directly concerned with production. The undue multiplication of railroads, instead
of having the effect of creating competition and reduction of rates of charges, as is

popularly supposed, has the contrary effect of forcing combinations and the mainte-

An examination

nance of

rates.

made

moving

for

of railroad statistics shows that the rate of charge

a ton of freight in different jiarts of the country bears a pretty

even ratio to the volume of business done over railroads. It is the lowest where the
volume of traffic is the heaviest in proportion to the number of miles operated. In
the great Middle States the rates are lowest and the traffic the greatest, both in
freight

and passengers: the rate of population

States being TOO, in Kansas 260.

to each mile .of railroad in those
This point can be better illustrated by a compari-
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son or the raihoad system, of Ohio
and Kansas. The railroad system of
Ohio inolnd:ng the mxleage .ithin the
State, and that which, though
extending ITo
ad,o.n.ng States, xs operated in connection
with and forms a part of the svslm
of
.he State, embraces ,.20, miles. The
number of miles of railroad in the Ka^.a.
sv.
tern .... the mileage in the State
and that connected with it. though
extendin^^ heyond .ts boundaries, is 202 miles in excess
of the mileage of the Ohio svstern
The
tonnage earned over the two systems,
respectively, is represented as
fallows: Ov
he Oh:o system 6 373..53.2U tons
hauled one mile; over the Kansas
svstem. 2.811.!
141 661 ons hauled one mile. The relative
population to mileage in Ohio is ir,o to
each mile, 190 per mile in excess of that
which obtains in Kansas
The rule that the rate of charge upon railroad
freights is verv largely determined
by he volume of trafHc relatively to the
number of miles of road to be operated
holds true everywhere. For example,
the volume of business done
over the English
railways IS greater than that carried over
the railways of Germany, and
the ra^e^is
correspondingly lower in England, notwithstanding
the English iilwavs are capT"""'"'
'"'
^'^ ^^^™^" for one-half that sum. a'ndnotwit'h.tanding
ndhi^hef
the former are owned and operated
by private companies, and the latter
by a paternal government.

The unnecessary multiplication of agencies
in the work of transportation
involves
xncreased expenses to be borne and
capital to be supported, and this
can only be
done by maintaining the transportation
tax at a higher rate than would
otherwise be
nece.sary
The supposition that by this means
competition is stimulated, ii delusive, and IS based upon the notion
that it is the interest of railroads
when built to
engage in the work of mutual destruction.
There is no more philanthropv in
the
motive that underlies the railroad than in
"that which moves to the buildin/^f
wo
.hops and the establishment of the various
industries, avocations and profession^
^^'PPorts his own because it supports him.
When it is profitable to com\.ete"
there will be competition, and when
it is not, combination

T
IS

more

will rule;

and as

combine than to compete when the agencies
emploved
more numerous than the business to be done
requires

profitable to

particular line are

a rule

'

in

it

anv

The rapid growth and development of Kansas
-a growth that is maVvelous even
?'^''" '"™"'''' and still offers an inviting field for

enTnn-;

rTw "

If the
tTe Mate,
^t ;
of
we

may

railroad

expansion will keep fully abreast with
the advancement
rest assured: that the railroads
and the public may

cooperate
harmoniously to secure the highest attainable
degree of local prosperity, is ci
a ton
con^
j

summation devoutly

^

to be wished.

ADDRESS OF GEX. D. W. WILDER.
Governor Rnbin.son then introduced D.
Webster Wilder, the veteran
editor and eminent historical writer,
who delivered
the following address

THK

NK\VSI'APKK.s OK KANS-VS.

That saying of Governor Berkeley has
been worn threadbare by quotation
beIt shows the s,nrit of
a people. In 1.71. long after books
had
pr n edt
Catholic lexico and Protestant New
England, the Governor of Virginia
said:
thank God we have not free schools nor
printing, and I hope we shall not
have the^e
hundred years." Virginia has 255
newspapers now, and Kansas 617. Her
.ou!
brought revolvers to Kansas; the revolving
cylinders brought here by
Yanke ^
carried the lead on the outside,
"-.V..., ^^
in CL,
an impressive
luipie-sive way, ana
and were long-distan
long-distance
paper
b "^ i^uce, paperwad shooters—
,.l.nnn an
ar, hour
K^„„ „*
_,
.
shooters-1,000
at ^u„
the slowest.
We made
the othtr kind, too. and
Gathng himself matured his invention in
Doniphan countv, Kansas
lu nu,, the thirteen American
Colonies had thirty-seven newspapers.
Impe^iU
cause

bL

•

.
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four

— about the number

they

now have

Dodge

in

circulation of these three dozen colonial sheets was 600, or the
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City.

The average

same

as that of the

Kansas papers of to-day, including the "patents," or cooperative and auxiliary
papers.

In 1784, 102 years ago, the first daily newspaper appeared, the American DaiOj
There were oidy four dailies in the country in 171'S.
Kansas now has thirty-two. In ISOO, the whole Union had 150 papers: in ISIO, 3j9.
In 182-1:, when the Republic was half a century old. the whole country had no more

AclcerlL^er, of Phihidelphia.

newspapers than Kansas has now. And yet they say we are a boastful people.
so much modesty and so much progress never met before to boom a State.

Why.
Mod-

"no name for it," as the saying goes. No young State has ever equaled
Kansas in the number of its papers; none in preserving its history. Every issue of
every paper in Kansas is bound and preserved by the State Historical Society.
Prof. North says the "American press is the freest, the most self-reliant, the most
loyal to home and vicinity interest in the world." and these traits our papers have
in the superlative degree— for we have the most of them, taking in all vicinities.
Newspapers are not to be sneered at by Presidents, politicians or moralists. The reading matter in one issue of all the papers and periodicals published in the United
States is equal to the contents of a library of 1,500 octavo volumes, of 500 pages
each. All Kansas families have a library. In 1880, the mail matter passing through
all the offices in the United States was counted, and Kansas led twenty-three States.
In 1885 (last year), twenty-eight States had less newspapers than Kansas; we are
the tenth in the list headed by such States as New York, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Ohio, and Illinois, but we have gone higher in the list every year; tweuty-efght
States passed in twenty-five years, including the State founded nearly three cen-

esty's

turies ago.

The Central State

will

"get there."

In 1860, Kansas had 27 papers; in 1870, 97; in 1880, 347; in 1SS5. 617. In 1>?0.
we had 20 dailies; in 1885, 32. There are now eighty-six organized counties: and
papers probably in a hundred. Before the courier could reach the capital with the
returns, one or two

more papers would be

started.

Do you

say that these papers

but others are born, and the number
"When the fever and strife of immigration and early setis doubled every decade.
tlement have passed away, and every county has a stable population
say in about
are ephemeral and transient?

Oh, no! papers

die,

—

1900— the papers will cease to increase in numbers, and gain
They are now telling the world where to come; that part of our

in size

mission

and quality.
will soon be

The true pioneer looks forward to that day of a finished State with a sigh.
such fun to start new papers, to see them, and to read them. We have got used
the miner who couldn't go to sleep with any satisfaction unless there
to it
was a roaring row in the next room. Every day I look for new papers.
ended.
It is

— like

The Cheyenne County Rustler is six months old; the county is not yet organized.
The Sod House is doing duty in snug quarters on the Cimarron, in Ford couitry

—

playing a game of " freeze-out," as it were.
The Border Ruffian, a term originated by a Pro-Slavery man. who

still lives, is

the

name of a paper, now for the first time, in the unorganized county of Hamilton.
The Thomas Cat, at Colby, preceded by about a year the organization of Thi'mas
county. The New Y'ork Sun has an office cat; our Cat ha> the office. It is " a nghter
from way back." and "whoops it up " in a most lively manner.
The Buffalo Chip was burned
some years ago.
The newspaper starter and the killer they are one is a cheerful person. He
is a rustler, and keeps up the fun as long as he can pay for coal and rent: and when

—

—

he dies his last words are as chipper as the
dictory

''

when he

first.

steps on to the platform or

—

He don't
when he

use "salutatory" or -vale-

is "

dropped

off,"

but plain
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United States -words

And he
up

— '-Here we are," "Will see you later," and captions of that sort.

has no notion that the world

going to stop, or he himself cease to ''bob

is

come
down with the dust.
The pioneer Free-State press of Kansas showed what it was by the enemies it
made. The Rutfians destroyed the presses
Judge Delahay's at Leavenworth, two
at Lawrence, and all again at Lawrence when Quantrill's assassins came in. The
serenely," because his subscribers in Raiubelt or Greeley Center did not

—

Parkville Li'minarij. a Kansas paper

on

the other side of the river, the paper of

the staunch Presbyterians. George Parke and Frederick Starr, was destroyed.

The

Free-State paper in St. Joseph, furtlier up the river, started by our Doniphan
county boys, and edited by ypur present talker, was ruined by Ruffians a few years
later, and its owners left penniless, indicted as criminals.
Let those apologize who
come after us! Those who were there don't buy whitewash brushes.
first

—

"When your friend is away from home you want to get a letter
don't you? Want
one every day. And when the letter comes, how happy you are; in what a friendly
Well, that is the paper, the weekly paper and the daily.
state of mind and heart!
and that is what they do for the mind and heart of Kansas; they make us pleasant persons and helpful neighbors.

Some men
and

take a paper for no other purpose than to growl while they read it,
newspaper is a beneficent visitor; if they did not growl at the paper

to theni the

the wife and children would be pouted
aloud,

who

But

at.

this subscriber,

who

reads the articles

reads everything in the paper, and finds fault with every line and syllable.

one of our best patrons.

He

would no more miss a
promptly on the first
of January and pays his bill like a little man. saying the while, "Your blamed paper
gets worse and worse every year, l^ut my wife wants to see it, and long as we take it
I"m blamed if I don't pay for it."
is

really enjoys the paper; he

number than the constitutional candidate would do

so.

He

calls

The Comiressional Globe, of Wednesday, January 30, 1S61, under the sub-head,
"Messages from the President," announced the approval of "An act for the admission of Kansas." The Globe was a paper that recorded the talk of others, but made
no talk on its own account; and yet, on this occasion, the Globe said: "The announcement of the approval of the bill for the admission of Kansas was received
with slight applause on the floor and in the galleries." That little ripple of a^jplause,
begun on the Potomac, has been gradually deepening and broadening until it is now
a tidal wave of joy, good-cheer and enthusiasm, flooding the whole earth.
Kansas is the child of the North, not of the Union; the Union was her enemy
until she made it. And she is the child of the newspapers. Before we had an influential press, the editors Horace Greeley, Joseph Medill. Chas. A. Dana, Dr. Ray,
Henry Ward Beecher, John Wentworth, Chas. T. Congdon. Wm. C. Bryant, Parke
Godwin, the aggressive Republican editors of the North, made our cause their own,
fought for us, raised money for us. and sent us men, clothing and rifles. During
the darkest days of "56. Greeley published daily in the Tribune a Kansas fund; it
reached more than S20.00O. and was one of the newspaper gifts to us. The present
was repeated during the drouth of 18G0. These gifts from so many persons, like
Gerrit Smith, George L. Stearns and Horace B. Claflin, saved the life of Kansas, and
made us a kindly, cliaritable people saved us from ruffians aud from locust plagues,
and taught us to pay back in kind when other people were afflicted. Now Kansas sends
money to yellow fever Memphis, to inundated Cincinnati, to burned Boston and
Chicago, and to suffering Ireland and Germany. The Kansas editor's long ears are

—

joked about, but they do not flap above
raised anywhere on God's green earth.

his

head without hearing the cry of distress

A kindly

i>eople, these to

whom

so

much
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was given; good to each other, good to foreigners;
and the evangel to .preid the
glad tidings and to put the red Wood of love into
the hearts of the people
High upon the roll of writers for Kansas must ever
remain the names of two ed
itors and brave men who had no papers
-William A. Phillips, correspondent of the
^ew York Tnfnuie. and James Eedpath. of the St. Louis
Democrat and of the Bo-^ron
press.

Phillips, a

Scotchman, Redpath. an Englishman, but both
Kan.a. men in
they have made bright American
names
of any race or color: he makes good
hi.
abstract of title, and secures his heritage when
he comes to Kansas. Thou^^h blind
m both eyes, his heart will lead him here, if he is a Kansas man.
He might have been a Rooshun, a Spaniard, or a Prooshun.
or an Italian but in
spite of all temptations, to belong to other
nations, he is a Kansas man- Thev
are
all glad to get here, and they can't
see each other too often.
From the first of "julv
to the first of January there are institutes,
fairs, reunions, grand lodges,
convention^'
associations-six months of sociability-^the glad and
happy meetings of Kansas
men and women.

much abused once as foreigner^,
The Kansas man may be born anywhere,

the heart;

"That which binds

us, friend to friend,
Is that soul with soul can blend.
Soul-like were the davs of yore:
Let us walk in soul once more."

.

It is

the meeting together,

hand to hand, eye to eye; the warm sympathv
of
And. when we can't meet, we read the report
of the last meetinc^ in
the paper, and the call for the next meeting in the
paper. The paper binds .tron-e^
than iron are paper wheels. When the paper does
brotherhood.

•

not come around at

hour, then the Kansas

man

its

accustom^ed

bursts forth in the words of Pope:

"Lo, thy dread empire, Chaos, reappears!"

Who wants to be alone? Solitude is a prison. Kansas talks,
and writes, and read,
and advertises.
"In civilized epochs." says Michelet. "men write histories,
in barbaron. d. v. thev
act them." First. John Rrown, then John Ingalls.
The barbarous age was brave and
risked Its life. Trot out any kind of an age
-beginning, middle, or end -and the
Kansas man
king of men
vaults into the saddle.

'

—

—

"

We

are the Ancients of the earth.
And in the morning of the times."

And when some

outsider meddles with our kettle of fish, he is
made to exclaim with
Byron: "Methinks I have lived in some olden time,
and that this is hell -the be^t
that it's not eternal!"
The Kansas editor, going to a new field, with a
-'patent
full of type," as Prentis has i(,
while the world turns round.

money; he

outside and a shirt-tail
makes a name in that county and State that will live
The millionaire, when he dies, is cut off from his

'"gets left."

.

-

.

All that editing could

do for Kansas was done by Editor Greelev. The
overt act
was done by John Erown. Through his own
blood he obtained the Territorial and
National redemption. -And almost all things
are by the law cleansed with blood;
and without shedding of blood is no remission."'
Captain Brown was quite other
than an ed.tor-was the only personage who
has trodden these prairies and lived in
our cabins who bore about with him a divine
message and mission. When our people
build statues. Brown and Greeley will enter
the pantheon-the doer of the word and
Its predicter and recorder.
The greatest editor, though he creates or embodies the
spir.t and purpose of a period, is not
equal to the executive
to the -prophetic anddivinely-driven

Osawatomie Brown.

he was also sacred, as the ancients had
15

it.

Some

If

mind of a
Brown was

Lincoln, or

insane, then

universitv professors,

who to.A

'

statp: historical society.
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only a partial course in the humanities, think that Lincoln and Brown were
failures:
but their ads. are marked •' tf." for the ages; and were paid for in advance,
in sacri
ficial blood
an expensive offering; it '-comes high," and is not appreciated by
pedants; no pedant has ever spent a drop of it, and he does not know it when
he

—

sees

it.

—

may be remarked in passing, that it took two decades from 1863 to 1885 for
Quantrill to receive an honorary mantle of whitewash. No Kansas
editor held the
brush; the oldest Kansas editor, who will speak to you to-day,
may not have enjoyed the picture, for two sons of John Speer were murdered by Quantrill,
and their
bodies burned to ashes. But, as Mr. Toots said, "it's of no consequence."
It

—

The

"revaluation" of history

is

of

more importance.

The man who has

the biggest chance to talk to people, without any possibility of
a reply, is the barber, and that is the reason that he is a barber.
If you talk back
to a barber you cut your own throat. For a similar reason
men become editors.

They want

If any man talks back he cuts his own throat, in full view
of
the editor sleeps well that night. "Ought to have known
better
than to write a card," he smiles in his dreams.

the public.

to write.

And

We

can get along without rain and enjoy it; make fun of the rain, and
say ix
amount to much; but Kansas cannot get along without newspapers, and lots
of them. The press is the iron, the editor the blood; they
are the first thintrj on
every town site. The editor is harmles ;; sometimes
instructive and amusing. He
don't

invents words and phrases for us, and fills the place of the
Homeric balladist and
the middle-age troubadours. The editor is usually insolvent,
but his paper is the universal solvent— thaws the ice and dissolves, not devours,
the fluids in all societies
whicli it enters. It is the good-natured man, who makes
every person feel at ease
soon as he comes into the room. Jack Downing. George Isbell,

Eugene Wave. Noble
Prentis, Ham. Dennis, Bill Hutchison, George McLane,
Sol. Miller. Jim Steele.
Henry King. Ed. Howe, Aleck Butts -Kansas has never passed an
instant withou;
the wit, humor, originality, quaintness, of these
peculiar men of genius. It was
thought that prohibition would be fatal to them, but they are
its most taking and
attractive friends. They take that dry drink and turn
it into a healthful and s°parkhng champagne. We have prohibition because we want to save the
boys —want to
save the boys
they are too good to lose. The best society is "over
there;" called
up because they are the brightest; but we who have Kansas
to live in find such
earthly attractions around us that there is one procession
that we do not join with
nnseemly alacrity. We believe in the procession, have a pass,
and like the lay-out
tip there
but Kansas is going to be very lively in the spring.
It is different in
Texas. Whisky is a remedial measure down there, in that
climate, and with that
citizenship.

—

—

Suppose Alabama should

sit down to the game with us now!
The old lady would
cards were out; would not know what to lead. Bless
her old soul. <he
never will know! It is too late for her to take a hand in
the game. It is short whist
now; two hands as one, with Kansas heads behind them.
Many a year is in its
grave, Alabama, since your long-haired sons came
up here and tried to turn these
prairies into a slave-and-lash-plantation
years of decay and death to you. of life
and growth for us. The books were closed at Montgomery,
five-and-twenty years
ago. The Rebel Government was formed in your
town just ten davs after the day
we celebrate
after Kansas marched into the Union and made
the stars and stripes
the banner of the free.

not

know what

—

—

The editor sometimes closes his remarks, but he never
takes his seat.
Ri<incr
with the sun and following the hours, his lead
pencil encircles the earth with a con"
tmuous column of notes and news. Kansas, at twenty-five,
has as many papers as the
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country, starting in 1607, had in 1825, after two centuries.
the Colonies and the United States to catch

up

-with

That

Kansas.

We
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is

the time

it

took

don't blow, brag or

Kansas has only made a beginning. A thousand
years scarce serve to form a state. Her papers have been brave, true, hopeful, helpful, like the people they represent.
As the years go by, they will be abler, richer, but
never more representative of the people than they have been in the pioneer i>eriod.
Let us hope that the big and rich papers of the future will make as brave a fight for
equal rights, for sound morals, for manly men and noble wornen.
The New York I'l-ibune of Tuesday, January 29, 18G1, copied from the Rome
(Georgia) Courier a poem beginning in this way;
bluster, but that

the cold fact.

is

—

"Come, Mr. Greeley, come to the South
The land you have lied and re-lied on.
You can lower your chin, and open your mouth,
When your neck strainb the rope you're tied on.
"Bring old Granny Giddings, and blustering Hale,
Fred. Douglass, and Henry Ward Beecher,
And Xegro-thief Hjatt, from Washington jail,

And

The Tribune

.Sumner, the Devil's

own

preacher."

of that morning, our Tribune, our Greeley, contained the foUowiufr

editojjal paragraph:

v3^The House

yesterday passed the Senate bill for the admission of Kansas, which
thus becomes the thirty-fourth State of the Union, and the nineteenth Free State.
This act not only opportunely adds to the Confederation a sound and loyal member,
untainted by the pestiferous blight of Slavery, but does rightful though tardy justice
to a State which has suffered for five years greater wrongs and outrages from Federal authority than all the Slave States together have endured since the beginning of
the Government, even if their own clamor about imaginary oppression be admitted
as well-founded.

•'The present generation is too near to these events to see them in their true proportions, but in the future, in impartial history, the attempt to force Slavery upon
Kansas, and the violati(ms of law. of order, and of personal and political rights.
that were perpetrated in that attempt, will rank amqng the most outrageous and
flagrant acts of tyranny in the aitnals of mankind."
;
v_

_.^^=^V

EVENING MEETING.
Anthony, President of the State Historical Society, prc"
Bided during the evening exercises.
At the opening of the meeting he read
the names of persons from whom letters had been received by the Committee of Arrangements in response to invitations to attend the meeting.
Col. Daniel H.

Colonel Anthony then, in a brief address, congratulated the audience and
the people of Kansas on the strides which had been made in the growth and
prominence of the State in' the twenty-five years of its existence. It had been
his privilege,

twenty-five years ago to-day, to carry on

Leavenworth

to the

horseback from

Territorial Legislature, then in session at Lawrence,

Kansas into the Union. At an earlier date,
August, 1854, he had arrived at Lawrence as a member of the first partv
which came to Kansas under the auspices of the New England Emie'vanc

intelligence of the admission of
in

Aid

Society.

He came

to

help to

make Kansas a Free

State.

He came

because, under the teachings of Garrison, Sumner, Gerrit Smith, and Thad.
Stevens, he had been brought up to detest Slavery, and to detest the iu«'tl)ru,ii
by which the political Slave Po^vor of the country was seeking to rob this
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free

Government of

withering curse of

its

birthright of free territory, and to blast

Human

Slavery.

Through the

it

with the

Territorial period he was

a witness of the struggle which culminated
ciples, in the

in the triumph of free prinunder the Wyandotte Constitution,
Simultaneous with the occurrence of that

admission of Kansas

on the 29th of January, 18G1.
event, he, with General Web. AVilder and others, had succeeded in establishing a Free-State newspaper at Leavenworth, The Leavenworth Daib^
Conservative.
It was an extra of that paper which he was enabled to take
with him to Lawrence to announce to the Territorial Legislature the sicrning of the act of admission. Everywhere in the Territory the rejoicing of
the people was intense.
At Leavenworth the old cannon, "Kickapoo," was
placed upon the esplanade, and loaded with copies of the "bogus statutes :"
and they were fired across the river into Missouri, or as far in that direction as
gunpowder would carry them. It is now in every way appropriate that the
people of Kansas should meet to rejoice in the fact that the State has, in its
first

of

twenty-five years, achieved a distinction worthy the trials and sacrifices

its

founders.

ADDRESS OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

A. P.

RIDDLE.

Anthony then introduced Hon. A. P. Riddle, Lieutenant Governor of the State, who delivered the following historical address:
Colonel

THE SEXATE OF

K.V>-SAS.

Mr. Chairman. Ladies and Gentlemen: The force of custom compels me to say.
as all other speakers say, that it is with great reluctance that I appear here in response to the invitation of your committee, to address you upon the subject of
'•The Senate of the State of Kansas;"' but I am almost tempted to rejoice at the opportunity afforded to me to in part revenge myself upon the honorable Senators for
days of eloquence with which they have deluged me; for, unlike the presiding officer
of the more numerous body of our State Legislature, I am debarred from the privilege of addressing the body over which I have the honor to preside.
I hope they
will be as orderly under the infliction they are about to suffer as it is possible for
them to be, and not interrupt the proceedings by appeals to the chair, or to "ask
the gentleman a question."

The subject assigned

me

is one upon which I feel myself incompetent to do
my command. I can but briefly allude to a few of the
most striking points.
The Wyandotte Constitution, framed in ISal), under which the State was admitted, provided that Topeka should be the temporary seat of government. Pursuant to proclamation of the Governor, the first Legislature assembled at 12 o'clock.
noon, on March 26, 1861. The Senate met in the third story of what was then called
the Ritchie block, corner of Sixth street and Kansas avenue, where Rowley's drucr
store now stands. The House met in the Congregational church. The Governor's
office was in a room on the second floor, immediately under the Senate chamber.
This building was burned in 1870.
The Senate was called to order by the first Lieutenant Governor of the State,
Joseph P. Root, of Wyandotte. Mr. Root was a native of Massachusetts, came to
the State during the time of the border troubles, was several times a member of the
Territorial Council, was a member of the Topeka Constitutional Convention, and a

to

justice in the short time at

QUARTEK-CEXTK.VNIAL CKLKHKATIOX.
delegate to the

tirst

Republican cunventiou

ht-ld in tiu-Statf. at
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O^^awatomie. ia lSo9.

and which was addressed by Horace GreeU-y.
H., was subse.,uentlv a surgeon in the
army, and United States Minister to Chili.
11. di.d during the' past year, at his
home in Wyandotte.
There were tweuty-hve members of that tirst Sonat..
Tlioy were mostly chosen from
among those responsible for the existence of ti.e young State under
whose Constitution they had assembled. The greater nuniber
were immigrants of -56 -men who
come here under theimpulseof the anti-slavery a-itation. whose
purposewas to a-si^t
the Free-State cause. In this respect they
ditTered from the immigrants of later
years, whose ruling motive was a desire to
better their own circumstances. It i. a
remarkable fact that yery few of the immigrants of
".^G eyer became wealthy.
Those who are yet living are nearly all po.u- men. and except
as their names a^e
connectedwiththeeventsof the Free-State troubles, most of them have
been for-

gotten.

Among

the

members

of that

Senate was Thon.as A. Osborn, then of Doniphan county, a native of Pennsylvania, and at that time but twenty-four
years of a^re.

One

of the first indications of his

our history,
ably

first

filled

is

coming greatness of which I can find any trace'in
foreman of the Herald of Freedom at Lawrence, he had
chair during a temporary absence of his chief. This
was in

that, while

the editor's

Soon afterward he was

elected a member of the Territorial Council from
the
Subsequent to his service as a member of the first Senate, he
wa5
elected the second Lieutenant Governor: he wa.s
ai.i)ointed United States Marshal
for the District of Kansas, in 18(;4. became Governor in
1S73. and subsequently served
his country creditably as United States Minister
to Chili, and afterward in the same
capacity to Brazil. That he escaped drowning by shipwreck
on his return home
from that country, we hope does not have the grim significance
alluded to in The
1^58.

First District.

Tempest.

Another member of that Senate was John A. Martin, then,
as now. of Atchison
county, a native of Pennsylvania, and but twenty-three
years of age. He. too.
received his first lessons in statecraft in that great
school, the print°shop. After
one year's service he resigned, to enter the army. That
Senator Martin subsequently earned a Colonel's commission, aud more lately
became Governor of the
State, are facts now become a part of well-known history.

The vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Senator Martin,
was filled by the
John J. Ingalls, who up to this time l,ad been Secretary of
the body of
which he was chosen a member. He was a native of
Massachusetts, but twenty-six
election of

years of age, a lawyer by profession: but having served
for three years in the sancof the Atchison Champion, it is no wonder that he
achieved subsequent ditmction, and is now serving his State for the third term
in the Senate of the United
States, and is enjoying the reputation of having
been one of the most briUiant
contributors to the Kansa.-s 2Ii(ga:ine.

tum

Elder was Senator from Franklin county, and has many
times since been
of the Legislature, and was once Speaker of the House
of Kepresentative..
and once President of the Senate.
S. N. Wood, one of the earliest and most active
of the Free-State ^ettler^. represented the Thirteenth District, then the most western
in the State, his residence
being at Council Grove. He, too. has been somewhat
addicted to the newspaper business, and he, too, has figured in politics for
a considerable share of his spare time
since -tJl, and was at one time Speaker of the
House of Representatives.
Samuel Lappin was Senator from Nemaha, subsequently
became State Treasurer;
has been the theme of much newspaper
writing, and is now a resident of Norton
r. P.

member

county.

-i
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OtisB.Gunn, of ^\Tandotte, Senator from the Eighth
Major of the 10th Kansas, and more hUely one of

District,

was afterward

the earliest organizers of what is
the greatest corporation in the State, the
Santa Fe Railroad Company
J. C. Burnett, Senator from the
^'inth District, hailed from the old
town of
Marmaton, in Bourbon county. He was a native
of Vermont, a lawyer, fhirtv-tive
years of age, and had previously been a
member of the

now

tie

IS

now employed in the office of
who represented

E. P. Bancroft,

was a native of

New

v^heve that truthful

Wyandott'e Convei^tion

the State Treasurer.
the Twelfth District.

York, and 32 years of age. This, I
and useful class of citizens known

Emporia

beinc. his

home

believe, is the first instance

as land agents, was represented
the Legislature. Mr. Bancroft was
nominated for Lieutenant Governor
nnder the Leavenworth Constitution in 185S.
Subsequent to his service as Senator, he
served
the army, attaining the rank of Major
in the Ninth Kansas. For many
years he was prominent in the politics of
the State, and has seen much service
in
the newspaper field. The seat of Senator
Bancroft was one of those declared vacant on March 1, 1SG2. because he had accepted
a commission in the volunteer service.
Mr. Bancroft, as secretary of the town company,
also made the first map of
what IS now the great city of Wichita.

m

m

John F. Broadhead, Senator from the Ninth District,
from New York, and was a lawyer. He afterwards

lived in

Mound

Citv.

came

served as Captain in tiiJ Tenth
His was one of the seats declared vacant on
March 1, 1862. In subsequent
sessions of the Legislature he appears
as a farmer -one of the many
indications
handed down to US by history to show that
"practicing at the law" was not alwavs

Kansas.

profitable, and that the peaceful pleasures
of the farm atford allurements which
ev;n
lawyers at times must yield to.
Samuel D. Houston, of Manhattan, Senator from
the Fourth District was a
farmer, hailing from Ohio. He had been
a member of the first Territorial House
of Rspressatatives. and was a member
of the

Wyandotte Convention
At the next session of the Legislature, the
Senate assembled at the same place
on January U, isr.2. Some changes had
occurred in the Senate by this time.
Q«e
of these, the election of Ingalls, has
already been alluded to. Another chan<^e'
was the
election of Cyrus K. Hollid.ay, one of
the founders of Topeka. During
Territorial
days he was several times a member of
the Legislature, and a prominent
man in
Free-State circles. He was afterwards
Adjutant General, and his report for 1S64
contains an ably written history of the
Price Raid. He has since been a member
of
the Legislature, and has filled other
political trusts.
He is now probablv the most
wealthy and prominent railroad magnate
of Kansas.

^«™P^^y °ff^i-J the State twenty acres of land on
which offer was accepted.
On June 2, 1862, the Senate met as a court
of impeachment for the tr^al of
Charles Robinson. Governor, John
W. Robinson, Secretary of State, and Ge-.^.e
S
Hillyer, Auditor of State.
Upon the assembling of the Senate. Stephen A.Cobb
became a member of the Senate as successor
to Otis B. Gunn.
Mr. Cobb's fir.t advent into Kansas politics, was as
editor of the Wyandotte department
of the Quindaro Tnbune. Mr. Cobb also served in
the Senate of 1861), and saw service
in the
army He was subsequently member of
Congress from the Second District, and is
now dead. The impeachment trial, for which
the Senate assembled at thi. ^ure
was on account of alleged illegal sale of
State bonds. Governor Robinson was"
acqm ted. but the others were convicted, and removed from
of!lce.
The Secr.tarv of
State d.ed at Fort Smith. .Uk., on
Decen.ber 11. 1S6.. being then Surgeon of
the Second Kansas. It has been said of him
that he was the only Kansas politician
who
ever died of a broken heart.
''''^'''

',^'
^v".f';
which to build a^n^"^''
Capitol,

"
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For the session of the Legislature which assembled January 13th, 18G3, the Senate
occupied the room in the Ritchie block. Thomas A. Osborn was Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate.
Of this Senate. Gen. \V. H. M. Fishback, of Johnson county, was a member. He
is best remembered by many of the old settlers on account of the Indian story hav-

still

ing reference to his

title.

David P. Lowe, then of Linn county, but afterward of Bourbon, was another member.
He subsequently became District Judge, then member of Congress, and afterwards Judge for the Territory of Utah. He is now dead.
Another member was Solomon Miller, of Doniphan county. Mr. Miller was a
member of the first House of Representatives, and has several times since been a
member of the State Senate, and is a member of the present Senate. He also enjoys the distinction of publishing the oldest newspaper in the State, the celebrated
Chief, for many years published at White Cloud, but now at Troy.
D. M.Valentine, then of Franklin county, was a member. In 18G-i he was elected
Judge of the Fourth Judicial District, and in 1868 Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court, a position he has ever since held.

John Francis, of Olathe, was Secretary.
On March 2, 1803, a law was passed by the Legislature authorizing

the Secretary
of State to enter into contracts with certain parties to erect buildings for the accommodation of the Legislature and State officers. Under this arrauggment. the

buildings called "State House Row,"' on Kansas avenue, were erected.

moved

The State

on December 25th, 18G3. and the Legislature first met there in 1^G4.
This building was used six years.
The Legislature of 1864 met on January 12th, the Senate occupying the room
officers

known

in

as '-Constitution Hall."

Among

of Doniphan; C. G. Foster, of Atchison,

the Senators'

now United

names are those of

Sol. Miller,

Byron
W. H. M. Fishback, David P. Lowe. D. M. Valentine, and S. M. Strickler.
The Senate of isfi.i met in the same place, and James McGrew was Lieutenant
Governor and President of the Senate. Some of the members were A. Danfordafterwards Attorney General; C. V. Eskridge. D. W. Houston, Daniel H. Home, one
of Topeka's earliest friends, and lately removed to California; James F. Legate, for
many years one of the mo=^t "rampageous"' figures in Kansas politics, and now enjoying the emoluments of a land office in the far Northwest.
James McGrew, of Wyandotte, was President of the Senate for the session of
1866. Some of the members were D. B. Emmert, C. V. Eskridge, D. W. Houston, D.
H. Home, J. F. Legate, and Sol. Miller.
The first appropriation to erect a State House was passed at this session. The
States District Judge;

Sherry,

sum appropriated was

s;-!:2,000.

On October

17th, 18G6, the corner-stone

was

laid,

by

the Masons.

Nehemiah Green, of Manhattan, was President of the Senate which met in 1867,
he being recorded as a minister, native of Ohio, and aged 29. He is by no means
the only pious political representative hailing from that part of the State. Some of

members were D. B. Emmert, of Fort Scott; Lew. F. Green, of Baldwin City;
James ISI. Harvey, of Riley county, who afterwards became Governor and United
States Senator, and who is recorded as a farmer, aged 33, and a native of Virginia;
John M. Price, of Atchison; Samuel A. Riggs, of Lawrence; Benjamin F. Simpson,
of Paola. afterward United States Marshal; Geo. W. Veale, of Topeka, now connected
with the Union Pacific Railroad; and Samuel N. Wood, of Cottonwood Falls.
Mr. Green was also President of the Senate of 1868. At this session several new
members were added to fill vacancies, among them being P. P. Elder, of Franklin
county; W. M. Matheny, of Baxter Springs; Isaac B. Sharp, of Wyandotte; and Oscar

the
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E. Learnard, of Lawrence. Mr. Learnard was President of the first Repablican
convention held in the State, was several times a member of the Territorial LegislaHe is now
ture, and subsequently several times a member of the State Legislature.
connected with the management of the Kansas City, Fort Scott <fc Gulf KailrvaJ.
C. V. Eskridge, of Emporia, became President of the Senate in lS6i). There are

Some of them were J. F. Broadhead. of Monnd
Neosho county, afterward United States Collector:
Stephen A. Cobb, of Wyandotte; 0. E. Learnard, of Lawrence; M. M. Murd'>ck.
then of Burlingame, Osage county, but now of the Great Wonder of the Great
Arkansas Valley; W. H. Smallwood, then of Doniphan county, afterwards Secretary
of State, and now of Washington Territory; and M. V. Voss, of Fort Scott, afterwards District Jud^e, and now dead.
In 186'J, the east wing of the State Capitol was so far completed as to enable the
State officers to move in on December 2r>th, and the Legislature of 1870 assembled
What is now the Senate Chamber, together
in the third story of that structure.
with some of the space occupied by other rooms, was then divided by a partition
running east and west. On the north side of this partition, in a room that was
narrow and long like a railroad track and tall like a shot tower, met the Senate.
The body then had, as it had at the first session, but twenty-five members, and by
compact arrangement, it was possible to find room for the pages and others to move
from one part of the room to another; but when the number had increased to ftirty,
as was the case in 1S77, there was scarcely room to seat the members, even thotigh
many

familiar

City;

John

names

in this Senate.

C. Carpenter,

of

their backs were cro%vded against those exquisite instrumeiits of torture

known

the steam heaters, which were placed underneath the windows, and which as a

as

rtiie

own that ran like a thread through all the proceedsometimes swelled to the pleasant melody of a boiler factory,
especially when there was something of importance before the body. Uigh up on
the wall to the west yawned the cavernous mouth of what was with grim humor
styled "the visitor's gallery," but which no visitor ever entered the second time if
he could help. Away up above the heads of members, in the dim and hazy light of
the upper atmosphere, on medallions surrounded by arabesque tracery, were pictures said to represent the fathers of the Republic and the young Commonwealth.
C. V. Eskridge was President of the Senate this year, and every member of the prtvious session answered to the roll-call, something which has not happened at a:'.y

whistled and sang a tune of their
ings, but which

other session of the body, except the session of 1876.

In 1871, P. P. Elder, of Franklin county, became President of the Senate. a:;d
some of the members were Sol. Miller, of Doniphan; M. ]\L Murdock. of Osa^re:
John M. Price, of Atchisoii; T. C. Sears, of Franklin; James D. Snoddy. of Linn: E. S.
Stover, of Morris, afterward Lieuteuaut-Guvernor; Jacob Stotler, of Lyon: and L. J.

Worden, of Douglas.
P. P. Elder was also President

At this session a new me:uLeavenworth. Heat one time gained much
public attention as a jayhawker, was afterward a gallant soldier, and subsequentiv
gained notoriety by a course of life not exactly in harmony with the laws of t heber took his seat

State.

He

is

now

at the session of 1872.

— C. R. Jennison, of
dead.

E. S. Stover was President of the Senate of 187:3. This year the number had increased to thirty-three, and some of the members were Henry Brandley. of Chase

county, afterward, for several years. Secretary of the body; J. H. Crichton. of Labette; N. C. McFarland. of Shawnee, afterwards United States Land CommLssionf:
Thomas Moonlight, of Leavenworth, a t'allant Kansas soldier; E. N. MorriD. of

Brown, now a member of Congress; M. M. Murdock, of Osage: Nathan Price, of
Doniphan, one of the most able lawyers the State has known, and now dead: Waiter
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John P. St. John, of Johnson county, then making his first
advent into Kansas politics, and afterwards Governor of the State; Samuel NValker.
of Douglas, a prominent man in the border troubles; V. P. Wilson, of Dickiii-on:
and A. M. York, of Montgomery county, who gained some jirominence in a SenaL. Simons, of Neosho;

and who is now engaged in the nursery business at Fort Scott.
During 1873 the east wing was completed, at a cost df about .'§480,000.
E. S. Stover was also President of the Senate at the session of 1874. There were

torial election,

three

new members

at this session, to

fill

vacancies.

Neosho, was President of the Senate of 1875.
Some of the members were John A. Ilalderman, of Leavenworth, afterwards
United States Minister to Siam; J. H. Crichton, of Labette; Walter L. Simons, of
Neosho; Chas. Robinson, of Douglas, who had been first Governor of the State: Wm.

M.

J. Salter, of

Sims, of Shawnee,

now

Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture; D.

^V.

Finney.

of Woodson, afterward Lieutenant Governor; Samuel R. Peters, of Marion, after-

ward District Judge, and now a member of Congress. At this session the dangerous
precedent was set, of allowing a life-insurance agent to take his seat
C. G. Bridges,
of Doniphan.
In 1876. M. J. Salter was still President of the Senate. No changes had occurred

—

in the Senate.

was again chosen Lieutenant Governor, and was President of the SenAmong the members were R. M. Williams, of Doniphan.
probably the most eccentric member the body ever had; W. W. Guthrie, of Atchison;
E. N. Morrill, of Brown; W^m. J. Buchan, of Wyandotte, who has ever since remained
in the body: Ben j. F. Simpson, of Miami; P. LB. Ping, of Crawford, afterward in the
employment of the Interior Department J. R. Hallowell,of Cherokee, afterward United
States District Attorney; John C. Carpenter, of Neosho, afterward United States Revenue Collector; H. M. Greene, of Douglas, now Superintendent of the School for
Idiotic and Imbecile Youth; Charles Robinson, D. C. Metsker, D. W. Finney; S. S.
Benedict, of Wilson, afterward Inspector of Indian Agencies; Almerin Gillelt, of
Emporia, now Railroad Commissioner; C. J. Brown, of Marshall, now Clerk of the
Supreme Court; W. A. Johnston, of Ottawa county, afterward Attorney General, and
now Associate Justice of the Supremo Court; and John Kelley, now a member of the
present Senate. This seems to have been an unusually able Senate, if we may be
allowed to judge from the large number of promotions made by the electors of the
State or by Federal appointment. The present presiding officer of the Senate began his connection with legislative matters as Journal Clerk of this Senate. The
amendment to the Constitution providing for biennial sessions took effect this year.
Lyman U. Humphrey, of Montgomery county, was President of the Senate at
the session of 187i». There were five changes in the body on assembling, the new
members being Leonard Bradbury, of Miami, to succeed Simpson; Geo. W. Spurgeon.
of Neosho, to succeed Carpenter; L. E. Finch, of Osage, to succeed O. H. Sheldou; T.
C. Henry, of Dickinson, to succeed H. P. Dow; and H. C. Sluss. of Sedgwick, to succeed John Kelley. T. C. Henry afterward removed to Colorado, where he has been engaged in large financial operations; and H. C. Sluss was afterwards District Judge.
At this session of the Legislature, the first appropriation was made to erect the
west wing, being the amount to be raised by a half -mill tax upon the assessable
property of the State.
At the session of 18S1, D. W. Finney, of Woodson county, was President of the
Senate; and some of the members were Case Broderick, of Jackson, now Tei ritorial
Judge for Idaho; R. W. Blue, of Linn, still a member of the body; E. F. \Vii'.e. of
Bourbon, more widely known as author of "The Washerwoman's Song;" A. P. Kiddle,
now President of the body; E. H. Funstou, of Allen county, previously Speakti of

M.

J. Salter

ate for the session of 1877.

;
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the

House of Representatives, and now a member of Congress:

Franklin,

now

A. W. Benson of
District Judge; Solon O. Thacher. of Douglas,
afterwards a Special

Commissioner of the United States to the South American
States: Albert R. Greene
who hailed from the historic city of Lecompton. and who
was

afterwards United
Land Otfice Inspector; R. M. Qraue, of Marion, still a member
of the bodv:
Geo. H. Case, of Jewell, still a member of the
bodv; A. L. Patchin. of Rook^. now
Register of a United States land oftice; J.
C. Strang, now a District Jud-e: H. C.
Sluss, R. M. Williams, Aaron S. Everest,
W. J. Buchan, S. S. Benedict, and W. P.
States

Hackney.

In 1881 the west wing had reached such
a stage of completion as to allow the

House of Representatives to occupy its haU. though the
room was not quite finished
The Senate then moved to the south side of the partition,
and the old chamber was
devoted to the enrolling department. The west wing
was wholly completed dxirui^
this year, at a cost of

about §300.000.
In 1883 D. W. Finney was stiU President
of the Senate, and three chancres had
occurred in the Senate: J. Z. Sexton, of Wilson, to
succeed Benedict: John Jolmtz
of Dickinson, to succeed F. H. Burris: Simon Motz.
of Ellis, to sticceed Stranc^
^^ hen the Senate of 1883 assembled, the partition
between the old hall and the new
had been removed, and the Senate then occupied the
vast plain, which seemed bounded
only by the imagination. In times of interest
the greater portion of thi. area w-^s
occupied by a restless, swaying, surging mass of
humanitv. around the border, of
which the officers could maintain only an approach
to quiet. At other time-^ f-'s
vast open space was utilized as a parade-ground
by the wearv Senator, and from ^he
murky confines it was only possible to lure the absentee
by a writ of arre<t placed in
the hands of the Sergeant-at-Arms. on a call
of the Senate.
The vacancy in the Thirtieth District was occasioned
bv the removal of Sen --or
Burris to New Mexico, and I have heard that
he since died in Omaha
Owing to the outbreak of a virulent and mysterious
disease among cattle in
^^oodson county, the Governor called a special
session of the Le.^islattire. wb^'ch
assembled on March ISth. 1884, and adjourned
on March 24th. Senator^ Fun^ton
Greene, Patchin. and Sluss, were not present
at this session.

The west wing of the Capitol was completed during
same being about'SSOO.OOO:

1883, the total co^t of the

A. P. Riddle, then of Crawford, but

now of Ottawa county, was President of t^e
Senate which assembled on January 13th,
1885. that being the present Senate
Of
this Senate, Senators Buchan, Bine,
Crane, and Case, had been members of the
previous Senate. Senators Miller, Humphrey,
and John Kelley had been member, of
former Senates, and ten others had had
legislative experience in the Hon^e.
Not Ionafter the adjournment of this session.
Senator R. S. Hick, of Pottawatomie, removed
'

''''''"'^'

'^"^ '"'''*^^

'"''"

Coddinr'''''

^"'*^ ^^' '^' "^"'^"^^ «^ S^"''^^'^^ ^- S-

Another special session of the Legislature
was made necessary bv the con.ri.a^'^ -^PP^rtion
the State for legislative purpl.e.:. and
one was
I-di?

r\r7"*

^^''"""^' '° '^''' '^^
adlour Jed
At the session Of 188.5, provision

J''^""^'^^

1-'^''' 1^^^^"-

This session has not yet

was made to remodel the Senate Chamber,
and
"'' "'''"' '''°"*^'' they found the work partially
comthe House of Representatives was
finished, the 'eve of
every Kansan who looked upon it
was brightened by the fire of pride for the
S^ate,
for It is indeed a beautiful interior.
But in the Senate Chamber. I think web.ve
he culmina i.m of ..tistic effort
in architectural display.
I doubt if there is ...X^
legislative chamber in the country
which can compare with this, either in ele.^v^ce

2Z^

Vr^t

pleted^^ A^hen the T'"''
Hall of

'
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harmony, or

it may be the Senate Chamber at
Kansan's character ought to be
genuine and honest.
There is notliing in the whole chamber which is not what it pretends to be. Bronze
is bronze, and marble is marble; there is no painted wood to represent either.
I
hope it symbolizes the solid and enduring character of our government, and that to
our children's children may go down as a legacy of wisdom and justice, the work
to be accomplished in that chamber.

in

Albany.

When

It

our

first

the Legislature
300.000.

in convenience, unless, possibly,

Now

—

too, like the

is,

Legislature met, the population of the State was 50,000. When
met in the State House, the population was but little over
exceeds the latter number by a round million. Great as has been

first

it

our architectural progress, it has not kept pace with the growth in population and
wealth. I am not among those who look upon our costly State buildings as wild and
unnecessary extravagance. It may serve the purpose of wandering and savage tribes

make their few rude laws in wigwams of bark or the hides of wild beasts, but the
place of assemblage of the supreme power in a great commonwealth, filled with an
educated and cultivated people, should be dignified by all the evidence of progress
to

which the art of
can afiford.

When

the

first

arcliitecture can furnish,

and which the prosperity of

that people

Senate met. the Senators represented a people livinc alon^

a nar-

row strip of territory bordering the eastern frontier. As heretofore stated, the
most western Senator was S. N. Wood of Council Grove, and I do not doubt that he
then talked, as Senators now talk, of the Great Southwest. To use an illustration
suggested by an ex-Senator from southeastern Kansas, the map of the State of Kan-

might be fitly represented by a barn door; the inhabited territory by the lock
on the door, and the district from which public officers were chosen was the keyThis he facetiously denominated '"the key-hole system."
hole.
I have already alluded to the cause which brought to our State its first population
the Anti-Slavery and Free-State agitation. Those who came in later years
were mostly men from the Eastern States and foreign countries, seeking hoines on
our fertile prairies. A very large proportion of them had been soldiers of the
Republic in the War for the Union. This fact has moulded and emphasized the
genius of the Commonwealth to sucli a degree that its laws and institutions have
placed it among the most progressive in tlie w^orld. I cannot close without, in this
connection, referring to a statement which lately appeared in a historical work
which read: *'John Brown was a parenthesis in Kansas history." Now a parenthesis is something which may be left out %vithout injuring the sense.
Is thi?. true
of John Brown? I think no one doubts that the War for the Union was an outgrowth of the slavery agitation and the contest to make Kansas a Free State. I
sas

—

think

it also true that the heart of
conclude that John Brown's place
fixed by the soldiers of the Union
march, tliey filled the air with the

a nation finds expression in its songs.

".Tohn r.rown's bodj-

But

I therefore

Kansas and the Union has been
armies, when on every camp-ground, and in every
martial music of that grand hymn of liberty:
in the history of

lies

inoiiMoring in the ground,

his soul goes nijirching on."

ADDRESS OF HON. J. B. JOHNSON.
The next speaker introduced was Hon. J. B. Johnson, Speaker of the
House of Representatives, who delivered the foHowing address:
THF XKW KANSAS.
Reviewing the record of the genesis of States, we who meet here to-night, and the
more than a million of people who comprise our population, know how admirably
our beloved Kansas is fitted to be the central star in the Union's phenomenal galaxy.
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Through what

a strange experience of sunshine

and shadow it has passed! Its early
on this Twenty-fifth Anniver-

struggles and baptism of blood have been told to you

sary of

its birth,

by

more eloquent than

I

men who were prominent
can command. Some of

the principles which have

made

the State what

actors in those times, in languaire

those

it is

who founded, on Kansas

to-day,

and point to even

soil.

gre.itfr

come, are here present with us to-night, and it
army of which they were a part, was destint-d
anointed as men have never been. And what
for their special
completed scroll of historic deeds is theirs! If I were to point to the fact which above
all others has been favorable to our growth, it would be to the persistence of tho-e
noble men, their hardihood and mighty endurance, their experience of the severe
exactions of patience, and that sublime faith in the right which alone made it possible for them to raise on the fresh sod of a wilderness, a civilization whose inestima"Firm and faithful, they kept at their work in
ble blessings you and I enjoy to-day.
those years of dark despair, intent on the present, yet more mindful of the future:
like Abraham, reading their posterity in the stars of heaven, content for the sure
mercies of time to vindicate their sacred trust."' And what a vindication it has
been! The glory of Kansas answers. But I propose on this occasion to speak of
possibilities in the years that are to

appears to

me

the State in

that that noble little

task — they were

its

incipient

manhood

.-.

of to-day

—-the

accession of

its

majority.

Unconscious prophecies of its future were made years ago that were ridiculed:
deemed idle dreams, or mere picturesque anticipations not possible in material
nature. But we know now, and the world knows, that they were truthful fortshadowings by inspired men of a condition which we to-day realize, but which have
not yet reached their calm and completed whole. History shows us on every pa_'f
that wherever pilgrimage has taken a westward direction new empires have sprung
up; and Kansas, with its marvelous progress, and still more wonderful possibilities, is but another emphatic verification of this historic fact.
I mean the pioneers in the central and western portionXew Kansas, have had much to contend with; but theirs has been a

Our more recent people,
of the State, the

physical struggle, in contradistinction to the preeminently severe moral trials of

—

those noble and long-suffering men to whom I have reand to whom, above all others, we owe what we are. The pioneers of our
central and western civilization of to-day, by the fickle mutations of the climate of
our intro-continent region, had to suffer, but by suffering became strong; they had
to wait, but by waiting they have triumphed. Incongruous elements, or what were
deemed such by the scientific world, have, in our "New West," been brought together
by a before unknown affinity, and to-day on our once-arid plains, are harmonized
into a system, producing now-seeming natural results. These newer pioneers have.
as it were, '"built another empire from the deep of ages, and entered on the circuit
the founders of Kansas
ferred,

Their progress in developing the material resources of their once
Over bald, bleak hills, and on dunes of sand,
in the alkali dust of the desert and on the deep-fissured upland, they have planted

of

its

shining."

strange locality, has been unexampled.

where the stunted and sapless grass struggled for existence, broad fields of
corn and golden cereals wave in the sunlight. The rains and the summer dews have

forests;

come, and nature has assisted to make the Great Plains fit for the abode of man.
AVhat a contrast between the tornadoes, the grasshoppers and the drouths of a fewyears ago. and the rich harvests and happy homes of to-day! Time has apparently
put all things right. Our early opinions of the possibilities of the western portion
of our StiTte were prejudiced and distrustful; but the lapse of a quarter of a century since the birth of Kansas -has made us to realize that those who condemned
that great area to perpetual sterility, were false prophets. "Year after year God's.
disposing hand has been rearranging the physical materials of that portion of
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our State, and they are compelled to subserve the end intended." What was once
in reality a mighty desert, has been redeemed by the magic touch of agricultui-e. and
prosperous towns have sprung up where utter silence once reigned save when disturbed by the heavy tread of the buffalo in vast herds or by the dismal cry of the wolf.
For a time there was, it is true, a period of suspense and of fluctuating hopes. The

come

ciiange did not

at once:

crops were niany times sown and germinated, then

came the

blasting sun and scorching air, crisping the half-grown fields of grain and
changing all to brown vegetation. The corn leaves withered till in July they gave
the dry rustling sound of October. When autumn seemed to breathe coolly again

over the burnt-up country, then came poverty, dragging down those hardy pioneers
in the dust, crushing the aspirations of the heart, and condemning them to the

companionship of sorrow and suffering, to such a degree that the State had to interpose its paternal hand and give relief from its treasury. The whole' region was

condemned as the theater of blasted hopes, tit only as the race-course of the winds
and the arena of the tornado. Now aU that has passed away, and through a beneficent Providence and the courage and industry of man, the knell of that era has
been rung. There is no more prosperous section of our State
nowhere does immigration more madly rush, till unoccupied lauds are scarcely to be found by the

—

home-seeker.

Bad seasons may come again, and they doubtless will, for that is the fate of
agricultural areas the world over; but the once dreadful spell of hopelessness
broken, and few

now doubt

all
is

on our western frontier region wiU,
only as broken by usual vicissitudes, continue to blossom as the rose. The rifle has
dispersed the buffalo and the antelope, and the plow piercing the soil and exposing
its fertile elements to the sunshine and the air, has enticed the clouds to drop their
life-giving moisture.
Thus the barren and desolate wilderness has been changed to
that as the years roll

man. The chemistry of the seasons has been changed. There
happy homes; common schools and the coUege dispense
knowledge and virtue to the children; the press reports the current events and
transactions of busy communities; and the pulpit proclaims "Peace on earth, goodwill to all men."
Above aU, there are, hidden from the public eye. and sheltered within
the calm retreat of the dug-out. the sod house, and the more pretentious cottage, thousands of noble women, sharing the hardships of their husbands and giving example
to daughters that are to be the mothers of the coming and even more noble generations of the people of Kansas. And now, on this the twenty-fifth anniversary of
Kansas as a State, we plant our feet on the glorious achievements of the past, and
press firmly on with steadfast purpose to the golden shores of the future.
the fruitful abode of

are

now thousands

of

ADDRESS OF REV. RICHARD CORDLEY,

D.D.

Rev. Dr. Cordley, who was then introduced, delivered the following-

:id-

dress:
TirE SCHOOLS

OF KANSAS.

The schools of Kansas are a ]iart of her very structure. They began with her life
and have grown with her growth, and have been woven into all her history. The
planting of schools was not an incident, nor an afterthought, but a part of the origpurpose of her first settlers. It was truth, as well as poetry, that

—

inal

"Tluy came to plant thf common
Od distaut prairie swells."

Schools sprang up as soon as they touched the

dren to attend them.
four months, January

almost before there were chilSeptember. ISJ-i. and in less than
1855, a school was opened by Mr. E. P. Fitch, of Massachu

Lawrence was
2,

school

settled in

soil,
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March

High School" was established, and she has hardly
Topeka was settled late in November, 1854, and early the
next summer a school was opened by Miss Sarah Harland. and the "Topeka Academy" was established January 2,1856. What happened in these two places was
repeated in one form or another in every town and hamlet in the Territory. These
setts.

1857, the -'Quincy

7,

had a better school

were

all

matter.

since.

voluntary movements, as there were as yet no provisions of law to aid in the
But these local and voluntary movements sprang from the same popular con-

victions which afterwards created our splendid school system,

and were prophetic of
what was coming. As soon, and as fast as possible, even in Territorial days, provision was made by law for public education. But although schools were everywhere, and interest was universal, it could not be said that Kansas had a system of
public schools until after her admission into the Union.
The Wyandotte Constitution, under which the State was admitted twenty-five
years ago to-day. provides that the Legislature shall establish "a uniform system of
common schools, and schools of higher grade, embracing normal, preparatory, collegiate, and university departments."
In accordance with this constitutional provision the Legislature has, at different
development of a complete system of schools, and
these laws have been carried out by school officials elected under them. These laws
provide for a State Superintendent of Public Instruction, who shall supervise the
times, passed laws looking to the

schools of the State, and for County Superintendents,

The State has been divided

of the county.

make

who

shall supervise the schools

into school districts small enoui^h to

a school accessible to all the children, yet not so small as to

make

the mainte-

nance of a school burdensome.
Every district is encouraged to sustain a school at least three months in the year.
and every parent is required by law to send his children to school at least three
months each year. Cities and larger towns are authorized to establish graded schools,
including primary, grammar, and high-school departments. Every child who wishes,
may secure, not only the rudiments of learning, but a good English and business education, and also prepare for further study in higher institutions of learnino-.
Beyond the common schools, there have been established schools of a higher grade
and for special study.
At Emporia is the Normal School, for training teachers in the art of teaching.
It was founded by a grant of nearly 40.000 acres of land, which is being sold to establish a fund for its support.
It employs eleven professors and two assistants, and
has an attendance of 597 students, making it the largest school in the State*. It has
a small endowment, but a grand and growing work, and it is to be hoped that the
Legislature will hereafter supplement its endowment by appropriations equal to its
opportunity.

At Manhattan

is

the State Agricultural College, for instruction in agriculture

and

based upon a Congressional grant of 82,000 acres of land.
The sale of these lands has been admirably managed, and has produced a permanent
fond of about half a million of dollars. The College is doing a grand service in

the industrial arts.

It is

It now employs twelve instructors and assistand seven superintendents of different branches of industry, and gives instruc-

elevating the industries of the State.
ants,

tion to 404 students.

AtLawTence

is

the State University, designed to give to

for professional study,

and

all

citizens the opportunity

for the pursuit of all branches of higher learning.

It

some twenty instructors and assistants, and at the last report had an
attendance of about 500 students. It is hoped that here a fully-equipped university
may be developed, with schools of literature and art, of philosophy and science.
em{)l()ys

and schools for professional study.

It is

hoped

also to gather here libraries

and
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and museums and

galleries of art,

and
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to establish learned professorships

pursue any branch of learning may here
The University has the beginnings of a noblo

lectures, so that persons desiring to

find facilities to any extent desired.
system of buildings, and a very enthusiastic and industrious faculty. It has a very
email endowment in money and lauds, but an unlimited endowment in the growing

coiihdeuce and affection o^the people.
The maintenance of the common schools

is

both State and

local.

The

act of

Congress admitting the State set apart the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections of
each township for school purposes. This will aggregate nearly 3,000,000 acres of
land, and Superintendent Speer estimated four years ago that it could be made to
yield a permanent school fund of !§15,000,«XX). The fund already amounts to
^3,500,000, and is increasing rapidly. This fund is invested in good securities, and
the interest apportioned

among

the districts.

But the main dependence of our public schools is the local tax. which districts
impose upon themselves. While the public moneys distributed annually are only
about .$300,000, the cost of maintaining our schools is over .§3,000,000. If the State
school fund should reach the highest sum suggested, it would give our schools only
The tax now assumed by districts is ten-fold
a very meager and partial support.
the amount given by the State. If the State aid should be withheld, a very slight
additional tax would supply the deficiency. The schools of a State do not depend
on its public school fund, but on the interest of the people in them. One State with
no public fund may have better schools than another State with an enormous fund.
A large fund is no substitute for an interested people. The largest fund ever
named is no match for a people whose love for education makes them willing to tax
themselves for its support.
The hearts of the people are a larger and surer dependence than the State treasury, however full that may be.
We have but to look over Kansas and see her school houses, built by a self-imposed
tax, and her troops of teachers paid by a self-imposed assessment, to see that we
have the most enduring foundation for an effective system of public schools.
The growth of our public schools has so exactly kept step, with the growth of the
State as to show that they are a part of its very life
bone of its bone, flesh of its
The reports of the first two or three years of the State history were so inflesh.
complete that they afford no fair basis of comparison. But we may take the report
of 18GG and measure the growth of the last twenty years with a good degree of accuracy. In 1866 the school population of the State was 54,725. It is now 461.000.
The number of children enrolled in the schools then was 31,528, The number now
The number of teachers employed then was 1,086. The number now is
is 335,533.
The number of school houses was not reported that year, but in 1867 i.t was
8,219.
703.
The number now is 6,673. The amount paid then for teachers' salaries was
$115,924. The amount now paid is ."Jl, 989,169. The value of school property was
then §318,897. The value now is ."^e, 904, 176. The whole amount expended for public
schools in 1866 was §253.926. The amount being expended this year will be about

—

§3,000,000.

The school population has increased about eight and a half fold, from 54,000 to
growth in population from about 161.000 to about 1,400,000. lu

461.000, indicating a

nearly every other respect the schools have increased over ten fold.
But there has been growth in other things as well as in numbers.

There has been
enlargement in quantity. We have better school
houses, better teachers, and betteir methods of teaching. There is coming to bo.
among our teachers and among the friends of education, an enthusiasm for the bi st
that may be had iu facility and in methods. Every new town takes pride in uiakhig

improvement

in quality as well as
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its school hou^e the best building in the place.
The people will wait for comforts
around their homes, but the school must be sheltered and equipped. It is a heavj
tax which the support of our schools imposes. But no tax is more willingly borne.
Sometimes the small politician thinks to make a point with the burdened tax-pavers, by clamoring about the immense cost of our schools.
But the people have a
way of laying these gentlemen on the shelf and leaving them there to rest and think.
And even this class of men do learn wisdom in time, as, they say, a child learns about
fire.
They learn that the people will permit no trifling with the common schools,
the colleges of the common people. Our school system is by no means complete.
Nor are our schools perfected. There are missing links to be supplied, and room for
improvement along the whole line. But we have the elements of an adrairai)lc system, and there is under it, and in it, and through it, that spirit of life which creates
systems, and transforms them to its will. It is the settled policy of our pec)})le to
plant a school wherever there are children to need it. '-A school for every child, and
every child in school," is the motto of our progress, and the end toward which we
move.
ADDRESS OF REV. F. S. McCABE, D.D.

Col.

Anthony,

in introducing the

next speaker, huniorously remarked,
and prohibition newspaper of the

that, as the editor of the leading religious

State, he took ]>leasure in introducing to the audience the leading niiuii>ter

and prohibitionist

in

Kansas.

Rev. Dr.

McCabe

then delivered the follow-

ing address:

THE CHURCHES OF KANSAS.
Pre-Terriforial Era.
In the pre-Territorial era, viz., prior to 1854, missionary enterprises were vigorously prosecuted on this soil among the Indian tribes, by several denominations of
Christians.

The Baptists established a mission among the Shawnees in 1831. The station was
about four miles from the Missouri river, in the present county of "Wyandotte. The
first printing press ever on Kansas soil was brought by Mr. Jotham Meeker, in
1S33.
for a Baptist mission located near the present site of the city of Ottawa.
The Catholics started a mission among the Osage Indians in 1S27, near the present site of Osage Mission.

The Methodist Episcopal Church began

its work among the Delawares and ShawKansas river, and it organized its first church among
them in 1832, Kev. Thomas Johnson having established a school in 1829.
The Presbyterians founded their first mission in Kansas in 1835, among the Wea
Indians, who lived near where Ottawa now is. In 1837 a mission was founded bj
them for the benefit of the lowas, near what is now Highland, in Doniphan county.
The Society of Friends started a school, and held meetings, among the Shawnees
in Johnson county, soon after the removal of the tribe to Kansas.
Schools and churches were organized by the Moravians, and perhaps by other

nees,

on the south

side of the

bodies of Christian people.
Territorial

The

fierce political

and border

Era —1854-61.

strifes,

which

chiefly

made up

the history of the

from 1854 to 1861, were unfavorable to the planting and nurture of
Yet during this period foundations were laid by various denominations,
in order to meet the needs of the people, and especially in anticipation of the
prosTerritorial era

churches.

pective settlement of the Territory.

The Baptists organized
at Atchison.

in June,

185.-.,

and

their first house of

worship was built
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The

first Catholic CDngregation of white people was organized in Leavenworth
August 15, 1855. Their first church building for the use of a white congregation was erected at Leavenworth in the same year.
The first church organized by the Congregatiimalists was at Lawrence, in October,
1854, perhaps the first white man's church in the Territory. Their first church edifice
was built at that place in 1857.

City.

The Protestant Episcopal Church began
first

its

work

at

Leavenworth, in 1856, and

its

church edifice was erected there in 1858.

The first Evangelical Lutheran organization was at Leavenworth, October 28. 1855.
The house of worship was buHt in Leavenworth in the summer preceding the organization, and it was probably the first building in Kansas for church purposes, outside
of Indian missions and Government forts.
Rev. W. H. Goode, presiding elder of the Methodist Episcopal Church, preached
'

on the Santa Fe road, July 9, 1854. Rev. A. Still,
Rev. J.M. Chivington, and Mr. Mendenhall, a missionary of the Society of Friends,
being present and participating in the services
probably the first sermon to white
settlers in the State.
The first church building was erected in Lawrence, in 1856,
and the same year a small slab church was built in Leavenworth. The first church
for whites was organized near Tecumseh, by Rev. Mr. Goode. The first session of
the Kansas and Nebraska Conference was held in a tent in Lawrence, commencing
October 23. 1850.
in a log cabin at Hickory Point,

—

The Presbyterians organized their first church January 1, 1856. at Leavenworth..
The United Presbyterians made their first organization at Berea, Franklin county,
and their first church was erected at
The Society of Friends held meetings on

in 1857,

creek, in

that place in 1858.
Fall creek, near its

Leavenworth county, about February

15.

1856.

The

mouth

first

ut Stranger

meetino-s were in

when a log house was erected, which
gave place to a good frame building in September, 1859.
The German Methodists were organized in 1860, in Dickinson county, and the
German Lutherans in 1861. at Leavenworth.
Before the admission of the State, several other denominations besides those
mentioned, had made beginnings in the way of organizing and securing places of
the cabins of settlers until the spring of 1857,

worship.

The Era of

the Civil

War — 1861-65.

The State of Kansas had been a membei^t^fjhejliiian but-seventy^folifTlKys-when
the assault upon Fort Sumter began. The war that followed almost wholly engrossed
the interest and the energies of the people of Kansas. For four years a very larc'e
portion of the able-b(jdied men of the State were in the Union service.
Probably the effect of the war upon general church work is fairly represented by
the following report, made by the M. E. Church for the years indicated:
^'°-

Year

V

Ministers.
85
74

1860
1861

^'o-

of

C/iiirches.

17

,

y
^^'"^^

A'o. of
Ministers.
72
68

',

I

43

1802
1863

i

The

Territorial era

and the war

era,

to the church builders of Kansas, in

embracing a period of eleven

common

with other citizens,

A"o.

uf

Churches.
30
33

years, brought

and sacrifices
any people on this continent since the days of Jamestown and Plymouth
and the trials and sacrifices were met by all, women as well as
men, with a spirit of patience and heroism surpassed by nothing in the annals of
trials

as heavy as have ever fallen on

—

the world.

The Era of

The current of immigration
16

that

Peace—

began

tx)

1'^6.5-S.5.

fiow into

Kansas after the close of the
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war contained from the first a very large per cent, of persons who had been members of churches, and also of those who, though not communicants, were decidedly
favorable to the establishment of churches. The natural result was at once realized.
Churches and Sunday schools were rapidly formed, and this work was prosecuted.
not merely in the larger towns and villages, but. throughout the country districts, and
in sparsely-settled regions. Wherever the hardy pioneer built his claim shanty, or sod
house, there the congregation was gathered and services were held.
Of course the denominations that were early on the ground vigorously sought to
reap the advantage of their priority; and those who came later were not wanting in
*
energy and zeal.
For the past twenty years most of the religious sects elsewhere known in the
country have been at work here, each according to its chosen and accustomed
methods. It may be said with truth and emphasis, that the work done by the
churches has been successful in the highest degree. Even if full and complete figures representing results were accessible, they would very inadequately show the
best products of Christian effort, since of necessity these can be neither counted nor
estimated. An important feature in our church work is the active interest taken in
it

by considerable bodies of intelligent foreign-born

citizens, notably the

Germans,

the Swedes and Norwegians, the French, and the Welsh.

The fourth biennial report of the State Board of Agriculture contains reports
from fifteen of the denominations in the State. From a portion of these I have
been able to secure later statistics. I have obtained figures from some denominations not furnishing statements in the biennial report. Taking the report as a
basis, and using all reports obtained, and making safe estimates in cases in which
returns were not within reach, I think that the following statements may be regarded as reasonably correct in the particulars specified:
There are in Kansas 2,671 church organizations. There are 1,630 church edifices.
Most of the buildings are plain and inexpensive; yet within the past few years, in
the larger towns, spacious and elegant houses of worship have been erected. There
are about 200,000 church members. Of these, 135,000 are connected with Protestant
churches and 65,000 with the Catholic church, whose statistics include the entire
church population, while other denominations report only communicants. The value
of church property is §-4,750,000.
The roll of churches contains the following names, and perhaps others should be
added: Adventist, African M. E., Baptist, Catholic, Congregational, Christian, Protestant Episcopal, Free Methodist, Society of Friends, German Lutheran, German
M. E., Evangelical Lutheran. Hebrew, Methodist Episcopal, New Jerusalem, Prcs'byterian, Cumberland Presbyterian, United Presbyterian, Swedish Baptist, Swedish
Lutheran, Unitarian, United Brethren, Universalist, Wesleyan Methodist.
It should be borne in mind that many congregations, made up of colored people.
are included in the reports presented by the denominations to which they ai-e respectively attached.
Characteristics of the ChurcJies of Ka7isas.

To understand

the position of the churches in the State,

it is necessary to consider
not merely the number of organizations and of members, but equally the peculiarities uf church character and life that impress themselves on individuals, and on the

general tone of society.

The churches

of Kansas are

only justification of
it

its

marked by

a legitimate spirit of propagandism.

existence that a sect can present to the

community

is,

The
that

claims to hold with special clc^arness some phase of truth, or to practice with spe-

some form of duty and charity. A church, therefore,
work and money, in order to grow, ought to die. It has begun to
cial fidelity

that does not give
die.
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The churches of Kansas, generously

assisted by those outside of their organizaworking with activity and liberality in promoting moral and social reforms,
establishing Sunday schools, building housts of worship, supporting benevolent and
charitable enterprises, and in extending their influence among the people.
In all this work none are more zealous and self-denying than the women in the
various congregations and communities.
Fourteen religious newspapers are published in the State.
The active interest taken in Sunday schools is indicated by the fact that last year,
besides county and township conventions, two meetings for the State at large were
held for instruction and stimulus in Sunday school work
that of the S. S. Assembly and Normal Institute, M. E. Church of Kansas, held at Bismarck, and that of the
Inter-State Sunday School Assembly, held at Ottawa. The former had an estimated
daily attendance of 2,000 persons and a largest attendance of 7,000. At the latter,
the largest attendance on one day was 10,000, and the estimated attendance during
the entire session was 30.000.
The following comparisons illustrate the progress that has been made in this department: In 1863. the M. E. church reported their number of Sunday schools in the
State as 100, and their number of Sunday school scholars as 3,674. On June 14,
1885
Children's Day
the Sunday school of the First M.E. Church of Topeka had
a membership attendance of 788, and. adding 408 visitors, a total attendance of 1.196
equal to one-third of the whole number of scholars in the M. E. Sunday schools
in 1863.
This school had in 1885 a total average attendance of 630.
The Presbyterians have over seventy Sunday schools, with a membership ranging from IW to
200 each, and twelve schools with a membership ranging from 200 to 450 each, and
a total reported membership of over 20.000. If figures were at hand from other denominations, they would doubtless show a similar rate of growth.
Denominational bigotry is at the minimum point in Kansas. Bigotry is the product of ignorance
and dyspepsia. The zealot who supposes that all virtue and
piety are in his own sect, needs to read, and to travel, and to use aperients. The antecedents and history of tliis State, and all her traditions, are favorable to the growth
of churches, but they are hostile to the development of sectarian bigotry and intolerance. No sect holds in Kansas a monopoly of influence and popular confidence
no sect can ever secure such monopoly. Any denomination whose affairs are
judiciously and vigorously managed, finds friends and adherents. It is fortunate
that this is the fact. All churches are better than any church.
The highest degree of fraternity and sympathy characterizes the various churches
and their ministers in their intercourse with one another. The lion and the lamb of
Calvinism and Arminianism here lie down together, (I do not intimate an opinion
as to which is the lion and which is the lamb.) and the little child, mutual good-will.
tions, are

—

—

—

—

—

—

is

leading them.

If Servetus and Calvin were in Kansas, it is not probable that they would be
engaged in arranging for a conflagration. It is more likely that they would be
employed as joint managers of a Sunday School Assembly, or of a Temperance

Union, or possibly in settling the details of a plan to raise funds for a hospital or
an asylum.
Perhaps it may be said that we have gone to the extreme of personal independence and intense individualism. If this be so, e'en our failing leans to virtue's
It is a fact that

side.

as

on secular

little

here you

may

express your mind freely on religious topics.

topics, with the assurance that

your words

will

do as

little

harm and

as

good, as in any other part of the globe.

We

we also believe in freedom of belief and of unbelief, in
freedom of worship, and in the spiritual responsibility of

believe in belief, yet

freedom of discussion,

in
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each man. not to the State, nor to his neighbor, but before
the bar of his own conand the tribunal of his God. No man's creed is worth' so
much as the

science,

dom

free-

to reject

any man's creed.

In no part of the country is the relation existing between
the churches and the
general community more friendly and cordial than in this
State.

SpeciaUy

is

there

good understanding between the churches and the newspaper press.
This amicable relation between the proprietors and editors
of newspapers, and the churches
and ministers, is creditable to the liberality and the practical
good-sense of both
parties.
Editors and clergymen are natural allies, devoting their
labors to the welfare of the community, and fighting their common
enemy, the d«vil."
As a body, the ministers of the several denominations are
regarded with respect
and confidence by the people, on account of their qualifications.
Character, and devoa

'•

tion to their proper work.
If we should ever inscribe a supplementary motto
on our coat-of-arms, and
clergy should be aUowed to select the legend, I believe
it would be the

if

the

golden phrase

that has

come down

to us

from the seventeenth century: "In

dubiis lihertas, in omnibus caritas"
liberty; in all things charity.

—In

7iecessariis unifa.^. in

things essential, unity; in things doubtful,

""

ADDRESS OF
I

COL.

SAMUEL

N.

WOOD.

In introducing the next speaker, Col. Anthony said:
"Thirty years ago
rode from Lawrence to Kansas City Avith a gentleman who
is

house.

took a

now in this
At Westport we stopped at what might now be called a saloon, and
drink
of water— and watered our horses. On the wall of this saloon

—

was a poster offering .$1,000 reward for Eli Thayer, the founder
of the Xew
England Emigrant Aid Company, dead or alive. We asked what they
would
do with Eli Thayer if they had him; the reply was that
he 'would be
hanged. This gentleman who was with me stepped up
and said: 'I ram
Eli Thayer.
Proceed to hang.'
He was not hanged, but I have the h onor
this evening of introducing him to you.
He was one of the
'

truest of the

pioneei-s in the great struggle.

known
dress:

as

'Sam Wood.'"

His name

Colonel

Wood

is

a household word; he

is

better

then delivered the following ad°

THE nOKEERS OF KANS.\S.
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: My heart fails me
when I attempt to speak
for the pioneers of Kansas. Xo tongue or
pen will ever be able to do justice to the
memory of the old Kansas pioneers.
The Puritans left England for Holland, and finally came
to America, in pursuit
of religious freedom. They were the pioneers
of New England, and sought freedom

for themselves, not others. The first settlers
or pioneers of the older States cleared
away the forests, built houses, redeemed the prairies
from silent monotony, made
homes for themselves and children, and prepared the way
for a more progressive
civilization.
Theirs was a noble purpose; they bore hardships
and privation.
bravely: looking forward to beautiful homes
in the near future, they were cheered
upheld and strengthened by the good-will and
sympathv of their nei<^hbor. and
above all by the protection of the Government.
The pioneers of some of the older
States had to band together and live in forts
and

block-houses, and work with arm.
by them, for protection from the Indians, while
they cleared away the forests or
broke up the soil.
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The pioneers of Kansas came here for all this, and more. They came here seeking that freedom, not only for themselves, that the Puritans had sought two hundred
and thirty-four years before, but freedom for a race. They came, it is true, to make
homes for themselves and their children, but for something more. A critical period
in our nation's history was upon us. The great question of Freedom or Slavery was
being agitated. Was slavery the rule and freedom the exception, or freedom the
Yes, it was a decisive period, for good or ill, to unrule and slavery the exception?
born generations. The Territories of Kansas and Nebraska had been thrown open
for settlement by the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, after a long and desperate struggle against the infamous provision of that bill which tore down the barrier
against human slavery, made by the Missouri compromise thirty-four years before.
The success of this measure emboldened still more the aggressive spirit of the slave
power, and shocked and alarmed every friend of human freedom. It was evident
that the great question '"Shall freedom or slavery become national?" was to be settled upon the plains of Kansas. The spirit of Liberty, which had seemed to slumber,
This call
if not really dead, awoke, was resurrected, and called her sons to action.
was reechoed through every village and hamlet iu tlie North. The result was, the
pioneers came here with their lives in their hands, as it were, to battle for freedom.
It was for a show of fairness that slavery and freedom were invited here to contend
for the mastery; but it was well known that the projectors of the Kansas-Nebraska
bill expected and intended that Northern men were to go to Nebraska, while the
South, with slavery, would have a clear field in Kansas. That the political party
then in power deliberately planned this result, no one acquainted with the history
of that time can doubt. The slave power had controlled both of the old political
parties
Whig and Democratic and at that time had full control of the Governslavery in Missouri, Arkansas.
ment. Kansas was almost surrounded by slavery
Indian Territ(n-y. Texas, and New Mexico. No sooner was Kansas opened to settlement than the minions of the slave power swarmed across the border, seemingly determined to occupy the whole Territory. Leavenworth, Atchison, Kickapoo, Iowa
Point. Doniphan and other places were occupied. These were the pioneers of the
The
slave power. But another class of pioneers was pouring into the Territory.
emigrants from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and the real emigrants from Missouri,
came largely in their own wagons, with household goods, seeds, and farming utensils.
They came unorganized and unannounced. These were the real pioneers of Kansas.
They prepared the way. and their coming inspired those who followed with confidence and courage.
The Kansa-5-Nebraska bill becams a law on May 30, 1851; and on the 6th of June,
with my family and team and wagon, I left my Ohio home and was en route to
Kansas. My wife's parents and family were already on the border; awaiting us at
Independence. Mo. We traveled most of the way by water, reaching Independence
about June 20. Soon afterward I niade a trip into the Territory with my wife and
eldest child, camping out on the way.
We traveled and camped with White and
Yates, old settlers and pioneers of Douglas county, who settled near Blooraington.
The 4th of July, 1854, we spent in Kansas Territory. On one of these trips we went
by way of Westport and the S.ha%vnee Mission. Crossing the Shawnee Reservation,
we reached the site of the city of Lawrence, where we found a solitary settler. Mr.
Stearns, a Western pioneer. We passed up the valley to wliat was then known as
Coon Point, then down the California road to Miller's Springs, where we found in
camp our first squatter pioneer judge, John A. Wakefield, from Iowa, with a largo
fmnily. mostly boys. Also. R. W. Mnller and family, from Indiana, and others. All
of these settlers were for a Free State, and I shall ever remeinber them as among the

—

—

real pioneers of

Kansas.

—
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At this early day emigrants from every Western State were pouring in. TVe had
not yet heard of the New England Emigrant Aid Society; and while I do not wish to
detract, in the least,

from the noble work of

tliis

society,

candor compels

me

to say

that freedom would have triumphed, and Kansas would have been a Free State, had

never been organized.
The Pro-Slavery men from Missouri had met in Kansas and adopted a code of
squatter laws, and the whole Territory seemed staked into claims. They had a
register of claims, with an office at Westport, Missouri. One law of this remarkable code provided that Nebraska was for the North and Kansas for the South. One
it

provision was, that every white-livered abolitionist who dared to set foot in Kansas
should be hung: and. that there might be no mistake, they added, "Every man
north of Mason and Dixon's line is an abolitionist." But emigrants from the Free
States poured in, and they came to stay. A large number of these from Missouri
were for a '-Free White State." They wanted no negroes, bond or free.

Our first squatter meeting was held at the house of B. W. Miller, about two miles
southwest of the present city of Lawrence. John A. Wakefield, as I said, was our
first and only Squatter Judge.
The New England Emigrant Aid Society was ortJ-anand the first pioneers sent out by that society reached the Territory early in
Hon. C. H. Branscomb was the leader, or pilot, of this first party. They
pitched their tents on Mt. Oread, where the State University is now located. Dr.
Charles Robinson had selected this site for a city, and for the headquarters of the
Emigrant Aid Society in Kansas. Dr. Robinson himself came with the second party,
which reached Mt. Oread in September, and the city of Lawrence was founded, I was
then living on the California road, some three miles southwest of Lawrence, on what
was afterwards known as Judge Spicer's place. As soon as I learned that this first
New England party were on Mt. Oread. I visited them. Among those whom I met
were Hon. D. R. Anthony, Dr. John Doy, S. F. Tappan, J, C. Archibald, Dr. Fuller,
A. H. Mallory, Morgan, Goss and others
I think twenty-nine all told.
They came
to stay
came in the right time, and were a most welcome reinforcement to the
Free-State men already here. I need not tell you how our hearts went out to them
at this trying time in our early history.
You who have since come to Kansas, you
who were emigrants and not pioneers, can scarcely understand the hardships, privations and dangers of our early pioneer life.
Among the earliest pioneers' houses I think ours was the best. It was not planned, however, by Haskell & Wood. Four forks were set in the ground, poles were
laid from one to the other; these were crossed by other poles, and all covered with
hay. The sides were inclosed with the wagon cover and blankets, and thus our first
Kansas home was complete. I will not describe its interior, further than to say
that our floor was solid, and we had no fear that the foundation would give way.
The last rain of 1854 fell on the 12th day of August. It was a terrible storm, almost
a hurricane. Our mansion was torn to fragments and scattered far and wide over
the prairie. All the novelty and romance of that kind of life went with the house.
We never recovered the pieces, either of the novelty and romance, or of the house.
We were drenched with rain, but it was dry enough the rest of the season. As
I now remember it, not another drop of rain fell after that day.
I have spoken of the pioneers of the West.
The pioneers of the East came with
their New England culture and Yankee enterprise, but with very little idea of our
rough Western pion-eer life. They came, however, as true friends of Freedom; ready
to do and dare. They trusted in God and Beecher's Bibles. They came to help establish.freedom in Kansas; and were determined to have peace even at the cost of fighting for it. They also came to stay, and for a purpose as noble as ever animated the
breast of man. Our first State Governor, Charles Robinson, was the recognized
ized.

liugust.

—

—
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leader of these

New England

pioneers; a

man well

fitted for the position.

Born and

educated in Massachusetts, he was among the early pioneers of California: was in
the squatters" riots at Sacramento, contending for the rights of the settlers against a
lot of land thieves; was shot through the body, and for a long time lay at death's
door.

man

A man

good

of convictions;

to lead those

The pilgrims

New England

in diplomacy,

and without

fear,

he was just the

pioneers.

of the Mayflower sought the wild shores of America that they might

be free to worsliip

God

in their

own

own way;

free to believe in religions matters what-

They sought freedom for themselves.
But the pioneers of
Western and Eastern
heard the call which in
every age has thrilled the souls of men with heroic power. At this critical period
when the hosts of slavery and freedom were marshaling for this great and decisive
encounter, in their inmost souls they heard the divine voice calling for defenders
of liberty; and they obeyed the signal that pointed to Kansas as the great battleground. The pioneers who became trusted leaders among the Free-State hosts were
men who could not rest in their old comfortable homes when the demon of Human
Slavery was clutching at Freedom's rightful heritage. Many of them were sons of
the old anti-slavery agitators, and had learned from childhood to hate slavery and
to love freedom, and claim it as the right of all men, races and conditions. These
men, meeting upon our prairies for the first time, recognized each other as kindred
spirits.
They spoke the same language, and were working for the same grand purpose. Prominent among these, and true from the first, were Charles Robinson, who
presided this afternoon, and D. R. Anthony, our chairman this evening. I might
name hundreds of others. I wish that I had time to do their memory that justicc
to which their noble work so justly entitles them.
When I look back over the almost thirty-two years of my residence in Kau-us. I
am astonished at the mighty changes wrought in the moral and political, as well as
in the physical world. The Great American Desert of my school days has been converted into a very garden of Eden, and our prairies have been made to bloom and
blossom as the rose. With a million and a quarter of population, we have become
the third corn and fourth wheat State in the Union. We are now raising more beef
and pork than all New England. Oar fruit is the marvel of the world. Whisky is
no longer sold as a beverage, but only as a medicine, and is a drug in the market.
Freedom has been established not only in Kansas, but in the whole country.
When Kansas was admitted into the Union as a free State, twenty-five years ago,
slave State after slave State seceded and went out of the Union with slavery: but
after four years of bloody war, came back begging admission into the sisterhood of
States, without slavery.
Freedom became national, and slavery had not even a local
habitation. There is not a man or woman in this whole nation who now advocates
chattel slavery, or would restore the institution if they could. How my heart swcUs
ever seemed right to their

consciences.

Kansas — both

with emotion when

Some

I

contemplate

this

—

mighty change!
no less marked.

As I have said, in our first
power were on the side of slavery. Hon
A. H. Reeder, our first Territorial Governor, came here prepared to do the slaveholders' bidding. He betrayed the actual settlers of Kansas by giving certificatrs
of election to our first Border-Ruffian Legislature, when he knew he was legalizing
a fraud of the blackest dye. Well do I remember going to the Shawnee Mission, the
temporary seat of Government, in company with two wagon-loads of well-armed
men. hoping to stiffen the Governor's backbone, but we failed, and Kansas, bound
and chained for a short time, i>assed into the hands of the slave power! Governor
Reeder afterwards saw his error, and became our friend. The slave power became
of the individual changes are

struggle the

Government and

the party in

so incensed that he was obliged to escape from the Territory in disguise.
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Stanton, a slaveholder, afterwards had the courage to do what Reeder had failed
That is, to restore the Territorial Government to the control of

to accomplish.

the actual citizens of Kansas.

member of Congress from Indiana when the KanHe voted to pull down the barriers of freedom, and
When Congress adjourned, instead of returning to his

General James H. Lane was a
sas-Nebraska

bill

passed.

establish slavery in Kansas.

constituents, he

came

to Kansas.

At

first

he was a Pro-Slavery man, but afterwards

joined the Free-State party, and from that time labored and worked as but few
others did, or could, to

The

make Kansas

Stringfellows. of Atchison

a free State.

— lawyer and doctor — were among the most violent

They counseled and helped to send Rev. Pardee Butler down
Judge Lecompte, who became famous during our Territorial days, and under whose instructions the Free-State hotel at Lawrence and
Blanton's bridge were indicted as nuisances and destroyed, and Charles Robinson.
Andrew H. Reeder, James H. Lane, George W. Brown, George W. Deitzler. George
W. Smith, S. N. Wood and Gains Jenkins were indicted for treason, has al-o experienced a change. I am happy to say that the Stringfellows, as well as Judge
Lecompte, are now good citizens and ardent Republicans.
The Squatter Sovereign, at Atchison, one of the most violent Pro-Slavery. BorderRufBan sheets in our pioneer days, is now the Republican, Prohibition Atchison

slavery propagandists.

the Missouri river on a raft.

Champion.

Instead of being edited by the Border Ruftian, R. S. Kelley,

edited by our present Governor,

Samuel

J.

John

it

is

now

A. Martin.

Jones, our Westport postmaster, and bogus sheriff of Douglas county.

who battered down

the walls of the Free-State hotel at Lawrence, also experienced a
change; and in the war that followed became an ardent Union man, and I believe a

Republican.

whom

all of our old pioneers will remember as among the most viomen, also became an ardent Union man during our late war. and
spent his time and money for the Union cause.
I mentioned those, a moment ago, indicted for treason.
I am proud that my
name was included among the number. We were charged with fighting the whole
United States. To oppose human slavery in those days, was to subvert the Government and destroy the Union, or at least to remove its corner-stone. Reeder. Lane.
Deitzler, Smith and Jenkins have already passed over to the land of flowers: Robinson, Brown and myself are the only ones left of these traitors to the institution of
slavery. This indictment shows whom the Pro-Slavery men regarded as their most
dangerous enemies. Had we been arrested and tried at that time, we would have been
convicted and hanged. Then our bodies, too, would have been " mouldering in the
grave," and our " souls would have been marching on." Kansas was the great school
of freedom, and our early pioneers were the great teachers. Yes, the early Kansas

Milt.

McGee,

lent Pro-Slavery

made way for liberty. They made straight the paths for to-day!
With all the power of the General Government against them, and sorely harassed
by murderous incursions from hostile neighbors, they stood their ground with brave
and patient endurance, and with steadfast faith in the final triumph of the right.
They did their work well
each working in his own or her own way; and these old
pioneers have left their mark uj^ou the page of time, and the civilization of the age.
History will never do them justice. This is no time to find fault with any who took
part in this great struggle. As to myself, I did what I believed right at the time,
with the light that I then had. and I have no apology to make to the present or to
posterity for the j>art I then took. I concede the same honesty of purpose to others.
If any erred, let us throw the mantle of charity over their acts, for not until we
reach that better country to wliich we are one by one surely emigrating, and in which
pioneers

—

QUARTER-CENTEN>'IAL CELEBRATION.
will

be emigrants and not pioneers, will the motives of

all,

.

239

and the whole work of

the pioneers of Kansas, be justly estimated.

In conclusion. Mr. Chairman,

let

me

express the hope that

all

our old pioneers

who were here twenty-llTe years ago, who helped to free not only Kansas but a race;
all those who lived through the drouth of 1860 and grasshoppers of 1874, with you,
Mr. Chairman, may continue to live in this beautifvil State, and enjoy the good
things of this earth, until the good angels, with the. Goddess of Liberty at their
head, at the great day of judgment, shall do what the Border Ruthans failed to do
in their

day

— that

is.

remove them and you from

eartli,

and transplant you

all

bodily

to realms of eternal bliss.

ADDRESS OF HON. JOHN SPEER.
In iutroduciug

and most

Anthony spoke of him as one of the ablest
who struggled for the Freedom of Kansas. As a

]Mr. Speer, Col.

faithful of those

pioneer editor and publisher, he dealt stalwart blows against the slave power
in the Territory.

He

was likewise one of those who suffered most

atrocious hands of the minions of slavery.

!Mr.

at the

Speer then delivered the

following address

THE TERKITORIAI. GOVERXMKXTS.
Mr. President. Ladies iuul Gentleniea: I feel truly grateful for the compliment paid
me by the committee in the place assigned me on the programme; but I have justgot out of a snow-drift in western Kansas, after six days spent in reaching the Capital, which otherwise would have taken but about half a day, and a snow-bank is not
a propitious place for preparing an address of this kind.
The American Government was originally based upon the principle of the universality of freedom, and the Declaration of Independence was an emphatic, succinct declaration that "all men were created equal, and entitled to certain inalienable
rights." life and liberty being the most essential of all the rights of man. The Saviour
of all declared that upon the commandment, "Whatsoever ye would that men should
do unto you. do ye even so unto them,'" hang all the law and the prophets. The
fathers of the Republic recognized the principle, and it was embraced by Jefferson in
the original draft of American independence; but upon so slender a thread hung the
hopes of victory in the desperate struggle for free government, that it was stricken
ont without inserting a single sentence which could be construed against the sentiment. After more than half a century of toleration of a system accursed of God and
condemned by the advanced civilization of man, a struggle commenced, which only
reached its climax in the discussion of the Congressional enactment which was destined to break the fetters of tyranny, and to make us in fact, as well as in theory, a
nation of freemen. That was the organic act, which declared that the people of Kansas Territory should be perfectly free to regulate their institutions in their own way
Upon this essential principle the great struggle, not only for Kansas rights, but
that for universal freedom, was inaugurated, and the "Territorial Government" became the instrument in precipitating the country into a war which has no parallel in
the history of any government which the world ever saw. Inaugurated by fraud and
injustice, the very acts intended for our oppression became the instruments in arousing the people --the si>urce of all just government
to throw off a yoke which had
borne down the American Nation, and made its pretensions to justice the mock and
scoff of the advanced civilization of the world.
"Whom the gods will to destroy
they fir>t make mad;" and in the light of the present age. we look back at an attempt at tyranny so glaring, so damnable, that at the close of a quarter of a century

—
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it is hard to realize that any respectable
portion of the people could possibly have
contemplated measures so aggressive and tyrannical.

The infant Territorial Government was seized by usurpation
and fraud. Such
was the aroused public sentiment, that after the usurpation
of the reins of government by a fraudulently elected Legislature, the people arose
spontaneously, even
before a single enactment was framed, and by
speech and bv resolution, publicly
declared they would not have these usurpers and
tyrants to rule over them. The
" irrepressible conflict" at this epoch became
defined, as a fixed fact.
From a theory
of statesmen it became a struggle of arms.
This sentiment was voiced by the advanced statesmanship
of Franklin. Jefferson
and other bold spirits, even in the days of the revolution;
but slavery grew into
such an oligarchy as to silence or drive to private life
every statesman of an earlier
period.

Even good men feared the results of such a conflict,
as calculated to so weaken
Government as to endanger its existence against an internal
commotion and

the

possible foreign war. Finally, however, its
aggressions brought out the thundering,
denunciations of Garrison, Thaddeus Stevens, Sumner.
Giddings, Greeley and otherT
whose voices were never silenced until the whole nation
had been arous'ed acain^t a
system no longer tolerable, and which threatened
alike the freedom of the white a«

well as the black.
But in the history of the early struggle, but
a single Governor
broke out
exclamations against it-Governor Ritner. of
Pennsylvania, who ^tron-^lv
advocated the abolition of slavery in all territory
over which Congress had juri^dlc'tion, and denounced Northern
submission as "basely bowing the knee to the
dark
spirit of slavery,- a sentiment, the
utterance of which has done more to immortalize
his name than all the other acts of
his life, through the memorable
Unes of freedom s poet, Whit tier:

m

"

Thank God for the token— one lip is still freeOne spirit untrammei'd— unbending one knee;
Like the

o.ik of the mountain, doep-rooted
and
when the multitude bends to the storm
"When traitors to freedom and honor and God,'
Are bowed to an idol polluted with blood;

firm,

Erect,

When the recreant North has forgotten her trust,
And the lip of her honor is low in the dust."

The organization of Kansas and Nebraska renewed
the excitements which had been
time and again suppressed by various
"compromise measures." from the admi.^^ion
of Missouri in 1820 till the era of the
Kansas
imbroglio. The lovers of freedom in
t and the North rallied by
organizations, and emigrated
companies as well
by individuals. The new T erritory attracted
men of enterprise and adventure as
,
''"'"''' '''''''' *'^ ^°'' fields, had ever
attracted them.

the Ea:
as

m

.

ILT

IT

"f "

borders of the Pro-Slavery host were
but divided from the fields of contlict
hv a
mere imaginary line. Unequal as were
their advantages, the Free-State men.
though
gieat y in the mmority at first, stood
manfully for the cause of the oppressed,
a^d
in defense of the freedom of
speech and the rights of man
The ^^«t ^tTuggle for ascendency was
in the election of a Delegate to
Con^^ress

was l^ld
..elected.

'' ''' ascendant,

Bu
BTtt^f^-^'r^^^^^-^
the frauds perpetrated even

and a mo^;*

ultra partisan

at this election, the

beginning of the
"^.^^--i--^^^-^ -^^^ -^h courage as to make the fi^st election
o
n nf£r of the Legislature,
members
March 80, 1855, one of great interest. Full
ticket, were
nominated on both sides, and the Free-State
men entered into the canvass

"nrt

Mon from

t^

Missouri, the parallel to which
has never been witnessed at any election
in
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Lawrence was a prominent part,
was invaded by nearly 1.000 Missourian>,
portions of whom went to and overran other districts; and thus by fraud and violence succeeded in securing the Legislature, and afterwards overrode the hones;
decision of the brave-hearted, incorruptible Governor Reeder, who set aside the
fraudulent elections and gave certihcates to a number of Free-State men.
Thus outraged, the people soon rallied in resistance to this usurpation, and your
speaker had the honor to preside at the first meeting pledged in advance to resist
pretended laws, a meeting addressed with great eloquence and power by Hon. Martin
F. Conway, who publicly threw up his commission as a member of the Legislature.
and declared that he would not sit in a body thrust upon the people by fraud and
the history of the Republic.

district of -which

containinj:^ a clear Free-State majority,

violence.

The anticipations

of the Free-State

men in

the acts of a Legislature thus elected,

were more than realized. It not only passed the entire barbaric code of Missouri,
but it added to all the infamy of the most infamous legislative bodies by making the
acts of the commonest humanity towards a despised race a capital offense, and the
mere declaration that slavery "'did not legally exist in Kansas," punishable with not
less than two years in the penitentiary.
At that period there were but three pronounced Free-State papers in the Territory. The law was made to take effect on the
15th day of September, 1855; and this audience will pardon the apparent egotism if
I present and read my own denunciation of that law as published in the K(ir.S!3.s
Tribune on the very day that it took effect, in large letters, on a full paee of that paper.
as follows:

—

"The Day of Ouk Enslavement. To-day, September 15. 1855, is the day on which
the iniquitous enactment of the illegitimate, illegal and fraudulent Legislature has
declared commences the prostration of the right of speech and the curtailmear of
the liberty of the press. To-day commences an era in Kansas v^hich. unless the
sturdy voice of the people, backed, if necessary, by -strong arms and the sure eye.'
shall teach the tyrants who attempt to enthrall us. the lesson which our fathers taught
the kingly tyrants of old. shall prostrate us in the dust, and make us the slave of an
oligarchy worse than the veriest despotism on earth.
'"To-day commences the operation of a law which declares:
"'Sec. 12. If any free person, by speaking or bj- writing, assert ormaiutain that persons have no;
the right to hold slaves in this Territory, or shall 'introduce into this Territory, print, publish, write,
circulate or cause to be introducod into this Territory, written, printed, published or circulated in thiTerritory any book, jiapcr, ma.,'a/inc, paiu;ihlet or circular, eontaiuing any denial of the riu'ht of j-v^rsons to hold slaves iu this Territory, such person shall be deemed giiiltv o'f felony and punii-hmem by
imprisonment at hanl labor for a tenu of not less than two years.'

"Now we do assert and declare, despite all the bolts and bars of the iniquitous
Legislature of Kansas, 'that persons have not the right to hold slaves in this
Territory," and we^will emblazon it upon our bantier in letters so large and in language so plain that the infatuated invaders who elected the Kansas Legislature, as well
as tiiat corrupt and ignorant Legislature itself, may understand it, so that, if they cannot read they may spell it out. and meditate and deliberate upon it: and we hold
that the man who fails to utter this self-evident truth, on account of the insolent enactment alluded to, is a poltroon and a slave
worse than the black slaves of oar
persecutors and oppressors.
'•The Constitution of the United States
the great Magna Charta of American
liberties
guarantees to every citizen the liberty of speech and the freedom of the
press.
And tliis is the tirst time in the history of .\merica that a body claiming
legislative powers has dared to attempt to wrest them from the people. And it is
not only the right, luit the bouuden duty of every freeman to spurn with contempt
and trample underfoot an enaclmeiit which thus basely violates the rights of freemen. For our part we do. and shall continue to, utter this truth so long as we have
the power of utterance, and nothing but the brute force of an overbearing tyranny
can prevent us.
"Will any citizen
any free American
brook the insult of an insolent gag law.
the work of a Legislature elected by bullying ruilians who invaded Kansas with. arms.

—

—

—

—

—

and wiiose drunken revelry and insults to our i)eaceable. unoffending and coir.paratively UTiarmed citizens were a disgrace to manhood, and a burlesque upon popu-
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governmeut?

lar republican

freedom

is

If

they do, they are slaves already, and with them

but a mockery."

This denunciation was followed by bold utterances by the Free State and the Herahi
of Freedom. The little band of settlers had thus presented to them the alternative
of resistance or of slavery. The same body required every voter to swear to support
this very law, as well as all the enactments of that body, and all fugitive slave laws.

The day of

conflict

was not long delayed.

The murder of Charles W. Dow,

a Free-

State man, by Franklin N. Coleman, Pro-Slavery, and the arrest of Branson and his
rescue by Free-State men. were followed by an invasion of l,:iOO men from Missouri,

threatening death, destruction and extermination to every man who dared to resist
the enforcement of the tyrannical enactments referred to; but the scattered settlers
rallied to the defense of the

doomed

city of Lawrence, and, while less than half the

when a compromise was effected through Governor Shannon with Generals Robinson and Lane.
During this siege, Thomas W. Barber, one of the purest and best of Kansas men. was
a portion of the invading hosts. Thence onward
murdered by a band of guerrillas
war really existed in Kansas almost continually till the commencement of the

number

of their enemies, gallantly defended the town for a full week,

—

Rebellion.

man

Leavenworth county, was cruelly murdered on
wounds was carried to his wife with
merely strength to say before his death, "I liave been cruelly murdered without cause,"
and then he died. A short cessation followed during a part of the winter, but was renewed in early spring, the arrest of Colonel S. N. Wood by Sheriff Jones being the exciting cause. Hoy t, Stewart, Jones, and others, of moderate Free-State men. became
martyrs to freedom, and a system of robbery, rapine and murder unparalleled folR. P. Brown, a Free-State

of

the 20th day of December, and with his mortal

lowed.

After these outrages old John Brown, of Osawatomie fame, executed five of the

leading spirits in the murderous war which had preceded.
tion was,

its

effect

was almost magic

;

Terrible as the retribu-

the spirit of murder was checked, but large

bodies were subsequently organized, and Forts Saunders, Titus, Hickory Point,
Franklin, Lecompton and other places became the fortifications and rendezvous of
the Pro-Slavery forces, Robinson, John Brown jr., G. W. Brown of the Herald of
Freedom, G. W. Smith. H. H. AVilliams, Gains Jenkins and others were made prisoners
on charges of treason. The Free-State forces captured Titus, Saunders. Hickory
Point, Franklin, and other strongholds.
Within the next yecir, 1857. the friends of free institutions gathered such strength
that they carried the Legislature, changing the Territorial Government from a propaganda of slavery to a government supporting and sustaining the inalienable rights
of man. That government abolished slavery, already a proclaimed institution of
Kansas, and the slave and the slave-master, as such, were seen no more within our
borders. The master fled with his slave, or the slave fled without his master.

The

Government had only practically ended when the
check of slavery was followed by the War of the Rebellion. Indeed,
war had been raging
the same war, for the same reasons
for nearly the whole
period of our Territorial existence, and it was only because the blood on the frontier
had not stained the lintels of Eastern homes, and the lurid flames of Kansas cabins
conflicts of the Territorial

result of the

—

—

had not cast their shadows in the

far-off civilization, that

it

had scarcely been

real-

ized.

There were giants

am

in those

name them,

days

— giants in physical valor and giants in intellect

Lane, Robinson, John Brown,
W, Y. Ruberts. Holliday. James Retlpath. \V. A. Phillips. Charles Lenhart, J. B. Abbott, S. N. Wood, Dan. Home. John Ritchie, Frank B. Swift, G. W. Deitzler, Geo. W.

I

afraid to

for fear of dispara'^eraent.
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Charles F. Garrett and

the times, and will have
have not spoken of the several Governors who constituted a part
perhaps I might say a small part
of the Territorial Government. It
was a trite saying of the times, that Kansas was " the grave of Governors." In our
short Territorial career of six years there were six of them, three of whom were almost driven from the Territory. They were all sent to subjugate the Territory, and
to curse us but of some of them, notably Reeder and Geary, it might be said as of
the prophet sent to curse Israel "'Thou altogether blesseth them.''

hosts of others will live long in the

their rewards in history.

I

—

—

;

:

The Terrritorial struggle in Kansas was the incipient struggle of the war. It led
onward to the universality of freedom, and justified the prophecy of Abraham Lincoln,
in his' great debate with Stephen A. Douglas, that this Nation must be all slave or all
free territory. Till after the election of Abraham Lincoln the whole American mind
had been absorbed in the arts of peace.

But

in

Kansas nearly

all

citizens

had been

trained to the arts of war under General Lane, whose large experience as a leader of

two regiments

in the

Mexican war made

his services invaluable in resistance of the

The administration of Lincoln was
ushered in amidst a tumult of threats and menaces. Early in the winter preceding
the inauguration, General Lane tendered to Lincoln a regiment of Kansas men for
aggressions of the Territorial Government.

his protection;

see

no reason

who had injured no human being himself, could
and respectfully declined the offer. But when he was

but that just man,

to fear others,

afterward compelled to pass through Baltimore in disguise, to avoid assassination.

and met Lane at the White House, he gratefully accepted his aid: and for several
weeks a company of about fifty Kansas men camped in the celebrated east room of
the Presidential mansion, under General Lane's command. Probably so distinguished an honor was never before conferred upon any body of men in halls of king.
emperor, or president.
For long years the nations of Europe reproached us with the stigma that " republics were ungrateful,'' and even De Tocqueville, the most liberal of European writers
upon American institutions, rejiresented us as lacking centrality of ideas
no great

—

— a giant without bones.

The last generation has
demonstrated that the giant had bones, muscle, and brains, making it the leading
nation of the earth. Its central idea is, "That all just. governments derive their
powers from the consent of the governed," and they commemorate the men who in all
ages have been the heroes of that sentiment, and to them all their errors lie buried.
central object to hold us together

It is related of

York on

Lafayette that while he was on shipboard, nearing the harbor of

New

a visit, after a half-century since his deeds of valor in the Revolution, he

the acquaintance of a New York gentleman, and the little old French hero,
bowed down with age, in his simplicity and modesty, unable to realize his own merits,
said to his new-made friend: "I lived in New York at
hotel, and I have heard
that it is still a public house, and I think I will go there; but things are so changed,
if Monsieur will be so kind as to conduct me there, I will be greatly obliged.''
Soon
he reached the harbor, and such a scene had never been witnessed on the American
continent. All the armaments of the Nation thundered their salutations; houses,
public and private, were decorated with flags; the vessels of war and the vessels of
commerce vied with each other in their demonstrations of welcome, and he was the

made

Nation's guest.

There was a beautiful superstition among the Helvetians, that the Helvetic Fathers
but slept, and that when their liberties were endangered they would arise from the
dead.
"

When

Uri's beachen woods wave red
In the burDingbaailet's light,
the caverns of the dead
Shall the sleepers wake in might."

Then from
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—

Ours is a better hope
the hope of an immortality, and that the good deed> of
our heroes and martyrs shall -o live that their example shall be the best guaranty
for the actions of future generations in the perpetuation of free institutions.
It seems but yesterday that a scene occurred around the grave of an humble
American, illustrative of the patriotism of our race. His bones had lain for threequarters of a century in a foreign land. What had he done? Who can tell* He had
won no battles; he was not illustrious as a statesman or a philosopher: he was not
even one of the recognized American poets. But he had written "Home, Sweet
Home," which touched a chord in the American heart; and presidents and cabinets

and ministers bowed

in

homage over

his grave.

remove the Government deposits; the secretary refused; and he removed him. and selected an officer
who obeyed his mandates. A United States Congress passed resolutions of censure.
The people, always grateful to their country's defenders, never rested till the cenFifty years ago President Jackson ordered his secretary to

surers were out of power, and then their servants in Congress drew black lines

around the resolutions of censure, and wrote across their face in deep black the
word "Expunged." Why? Not because they approved of his act
many of them
did not. But he had stood in the face of the British lion; with a greatly inferior
force he had met Packenham: he had improvised the cotton bales as breastworks:
he had ordered the nabobs of New Orleans into their country's army; he had imprisoned a judge who had interfered with a writ, paid his tine, but kept the judge
in prison; and he had fought and won the en^anguinary battle of Xew Orleans, and
sustained .'imorican valor and American rights. Who knows the judge's name or
cares for the deposits? But above all, when nullification, disunion and rebellion
threatened, he had faced the arch-traitor in the Senate, and told him if he dared institute rebellion in Congress he would hang him higher than Haman; he had sent
General Scott with an army to Charleston, and he had sworn a great oath that " By
the Eternal, the Union must and shall be preserved "
Pigmies who write censurt-s of dead heroes and martyrs may learn lessons from
experience. The people know that "to err is human ^to forgive divine." and wiij
allow the errors of the past to lie buried, while the good deeds of the dead shall be
celebrated and made immortal. Kansas has placed in tablets upon her legislative halls such names as Jhose of John Brown, Lane, and Barber, and has named
counties in their honor, and will write in everlasting black, the word "ExprxGEp"
over the defamations of the men who made Kansas free.

—

!

—

ADDRESS OF HON.

T.

DWIGHT THACPIER.

Thacher Avas introduced as one who had been a member of one of
the four Kansas constitutional conventions, and as one of those early citizens who had done much to shape the policy and history of the State. The
subject of Mr. Thacher's address was
!Mr.

—

THE KE.TECTED CONSTIXmONS.
The Constitutions of Kansas were an outgrowth of the struggle between Freedom
and Slavery for the control of the inchoate commonwealth. Their genesis was altogether political; they were citadels around which the storm of battle surged, .ind
were occupied or abandoned, as the varying fortunes of the great contest demanded.
No study of these constitutions, or indeed of the history of Kansas generally, can
be successful, or do the slighte-t justice to the subject, which does not recognize in
the beginning, and at every <tep of the discussion, the great controlling fact that
the master motive of the whole business was the determination on the one side to

jnake Kansas a slave State, and on the other a free State.
the subject,

and

in effect falsities the history.

Any other view degrades
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The overthrow of popular sovereij^nty in the Territory by the Missouri invasion
March 30, 185o, left to the people two courses to take: either to condone the im-

measurable outrage by acquiescing in the result and conceding the validity of the
bogus Territorial Legislature, or to indignantly repudiate the whole thing. Fortunately the people chose the latter course. It would have been a sorry day for Republican institutions could any considerable number of the American people have been
found ready to yield their local sovereignty to insolent invasion and overmastering
force without protest and resistance, and the most efficient measures to regain their
lost rights. To have conceded the validity of the Missouri-elected Legislature would
have been to confirm the robber in the possession of his booty, and to admit thar
the pirate was the rightful owner of the ship he had captured. Acquiescence would
have been surrender in advance, the giving up a campaign because the enemy had
captured an outpost. This feeling found expression in the following extracts from
a series of resolutions adopted by the first Free-State convention at Big Springs,
and written by Governor Reeder:
^•Resolved. That the body of men who for the past two months have been making
laws for the people of our Territory, moved, counseled and dictated to by the demagogues of Missouri, are to us a foreign body, representing only the lawless invaders
who elected them, and not the people of the Territory;
that we owe no allegiance or obedience to the tyrannical enactments of this spurious Legislature:
that we will resist them primarily by every peaceable and legal means in our
power, and will resist them to a bloody issue as soon as we ascertain that peaceable
remedies shall fail and forciljlo resistance shall furnish any reasonable prospect of
.

.

.

.

.

•

success."

way of carrying out the policy of
Infamous as was its origin, it was still recognized as valid by the Government at Washington. It was dc facto exercising the
powers and functions of a Legislature. The necessities of a civil government of
some sort were imminent and increasing daily, and unless some more positive policy
than that of mere negation were adopted, there was great danger that the people
would finally succumb from the very inertia of the situation, and accept the ProSlavery government on the theory that any government is better than none. The
leaders of the Free-State people saw this danger, and at once inaugurated the movement for a Constitutional Convention. Undoubtedly this scheme originated iu the
fertile and sagacious brain of Charles Robinson, who at that time was by common
consent the chief leader of the Free-State party. He had but recently returned from
California, where an independent constitutional movement, without the sanction of
an enabling act of Congress, had been successfully carried through to the admission
of the State. He was firm and enthusiastic in the conviction that an independent
miovement in Kansas would meet with similar success. The situation at Washington
was not witliout encouragement. The political revolution of 1854 had sent to the
But there were grave practical

difficulties in the

repudiating the bogus Legislature.

.

members thoroughly arThey would undoubtedly give to a Free-State
constitution from Kansas a hearty reception. There were those, too, who indulged
in the delusive hope that there still lingered in the bosom of the Northern Democracy
sense enough to make them welcome any measure that promised an honorable and
safe exit from the political quagmire into which they had been plunged by the fateful
and ill-starred repeal of the Missouri compromise. The movement had in it. therefore, sufficient probabilities of success to make it much more than a forlorn hope

lower house of Congress a majority of "Anti-Nebraska"

rayed against the Pierce administration.

And it was at once adopted with great unanimity by the Free-State
A convention was called to meet at Topeka on the 19th of September. lSor>,

in the struggle.
party.

to take measures to form a State Constitution.
At this convention an election was
ordered to be held on the 9th of October following, for the choice of delegates to a
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constitutional convention. At the election forty-seven
the number of votes cast was 2,710.

members were

chosen, and

The convention met

at Topeka, October 23d.
The list of members included many
of the prominent Free-State men in the Territory: Robinson, Lane,
Conway. Parrott,
C. K. HoUiday. W. Y. Roberts, G. W. Smith, Judge
Schuyler, Judge Wakefield. J. S.
Emery, J. K. Goodiu and others; while among the clerks, reporters, etc.,
were Redpath, Phillips, the two Speers. C. A. Foster, and S. F.
Tappan, all of whom were
then or afterward more or less prominent in Kansas affairs.
James

'

H. Lane was
chosen President of the Convention, his opponents "being W. Y.
Roberts and J. A.
Waketield. Lane had made his appearance in Kansas only a
few months before,
but had already gone to the front as a Free-State leader. He had
at first endeavored
to organize a National Democratic party in the Territory,
but, speedily recognizing
that there was but the single issue of freedom or slavery involved
in Kansas politicr.
accepted the logic of the situation, heartily embraced the Free-State
cause, and
never to the end of" the struggle failed in his devotion to it. By

the 11th of November the convention had finished its labors and submitted a constitution
to the
people, to be voted upon December 15 foUowing. There was nothing
remarkable
about the constitution which they had framed. It followed in its main
provisions
the precedents of other State constitutions at that time. The
boundaries of the

State as defined in it were those of the Territory, the western limit
being the eastern boundary of the Territory of Utah. The bill of rights simply
provided that
there should be no slavery nor involuntary servitude in the
State, except as

a punishment for crime. The elective franchise was confined to white males,
and civilized Indians who had adopted the habits of white men. A
motion was made in the
convention to strike out the word "white." but it received only spven
votes.
The
times were not yet ripe for so great a forward step, but the educating
process had
begun. The names of the seven men who thus anticipated the final
fruits of a great

movement, and bad even then reached

a moral and political altitude which the counwas to reach only after a great war and the destruction of slavery,
were
Charles Robinson. R. H. Crosby. G. S. HiUyer, Amory Hunting.
0. C. Brown, Richard
Knight, and Philip C. Schuyler.
Another subject which caused some discussion, was the question
of excludin.r free
negroes from the State. This was finally settled by its submission
to the people
with the constitution as a separate question. Later-day
critics have professed to
find in this action cause for animadversion.
It is easy after a lapse of thirty years

try at large

—

—

after the abolition of slavery and the enfranchisement
of the negro
to find'fault
with our i>ioneer politicians and statesmen for not acting
up to a higher standard.

But

it is

well to

remember

that at the time

we are speaking of, the negro was not
only enslaved at the South, but ostracised over the greater
part of the North.
Less than three years before. Anthony Burns had been
dragged back to bondac^e
from the shadow of Bunker Hill monument, and within sight
of Faneuil Hall, and
Boston had to submit to the outrage. Fugitive slaves were
hunted with comparative mipunity all over the North; free negroes
at that time, and for ten yeaf?^ -thereafter, were not allowed to ride with white
people in the street cars in

New Yo-k
and Philadelphia, while nearly every Western State had laws
excludincr them from
settlement within their bounds. The National
Republican party had not yet been

organized; the great religious bodies of the country
were still wrangling over the
question whether slavery were per se a sin or not, while
the American Tract Societv
was catefully emasculating its publications lest they
should give offense to Southern slaveholders. It was hardly to be expected,
therefore, that the handful of pioneers of the first year's settlement in Kansas
~r..cruited largely from the Western
States -should at the first bound vault to the
moral leadership of the whole coun-

V
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Upon the vital, practical question of the hour, namely the making of Kansas
a free State, they were eminently sound, and we can afford to look with leniency
upon their comparative short-comings, and their failure at the first glance to pertry.

political, of the great contest on which they had
view of their subsequent growth in grace, wliich
was so rapid and radical that in less than three years thereafter they framed a constitution without the word '"white" in it.
The Topeka Constitution was voted upon and and adopted by the people Decem-

ceive the full bearings, moral

entered.

Especially

is

and

this so in

and State officers under it were elected January 15, 1856. The Legislamet March 4, organized, listened to an able message from Charles Robinson,
the Governor-elect, elected James H. Lane and Andrew H. Reeder United States
Senators, memorialized Congress for admission to tlg» Union, and adjourned till July
4.
The movement had already attracted wide attention, and the slave power was
alarmed at it. Although every step had as yet been merely formal, and the necessity of admission to the Union by Congress, to give vital power to the Constitution
and State Government, had been continually recognized and avowed, President
Pierce, in a special message to Congress, January 24, stigmatized the movement as
revolutionary and rebellious, and the Atchison Squatter Sovereign expressed the
cheerful conviction that the only way to correct the troubles that existed, was " to
hang up to the nearest tree the very last traitor who had participated in the Topeka

ber

15, 1855,

ture

convention."
Notwithstanding all this, the constitution was sent to Congress, and presented to
the Senate by Lewis Cass, of Michigan, and to the House of Representatives by
Daniel Mace, of Indiana. Meanwhile the Pro-Slavery courts of the Territory began
their infamous wi)rk of vexation and oppression, by finding indictments for treason
against the prominent supporters of the constitution. June 17th the first National
Republican convention was held in Philadelphia, and in its trumpet-toned resolutions declared that "Kansas should be immediately admitted as a State of the

Union, with her present free constitution, as at once the most effectual way of securing to her citizens the enjoyment of the rights and privileges to which they are
On the 25th
entitled, and of ending the civil strife now raging in that Territory."
of June Galusha A. Grow introduced a bill in the House of Representatives for the
admission of Kansas, and the 3d of July the House passed it by a vote of 9it to 97.
The next day July 4th Colonel Sumner, under special orders from President
Pierce, with a force of United States dragoons, dispersed the Free-State Legislature

—

—

an act of eternal infamy to all who participated in it. On the 8th of
Stephen A. Douglas reported a substitute for the House bill admitting
Kansas into the Union. It authorized the people to frame a new constitution.
Douglas's substitute passed the Senate the same day by a vote of 30 to 13, and thus
the Topeka Constitution was rejected by Congress.
The movement, however, was not abandoned by the people of Kansas. Their

at

Topeka

;

July, Senator

.^.^yes were
>,.'

now turned with

the intcnsest anxiety to the great Presidential

campaign

which was convulsing the country, and in which the freedom of Kansas was the
overshadowing issue. From ten thousand platforms, and by twice ten thousand
speakers and writers, all over the land, the Kansas question was now being discussed. The tide of immigration from the free States was already rising. The
slave power blockaded the Missouri river, but the living stream of freemen hastening to the relief of their beleagured brethren west of the great stream, flowed around

upon
The mighty North was already beginning to poor
not a liorde of robbers and vandals to ravage and

the State of Missouri to the north, through Iowa and Nebraska, and spread out
the plains and valleys of Kansas.

forth

from her populous
17

loins,

.
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destroy

some

of

freemen bound to rescue
from the blasting and withering curse

Italy of civilization, but a host of intelligent

the garden-spot of the American continent

human bondage.
It

was already beginning to be perceived

by. those

who had

eyes to see, that a

greater power than that of Presidents and Coii^rresses was about to intervene in tlie
strife, and that go as the Presidential electiim might, the destiny of Kansas was vir-

The special movement which had taken form in the Topeka Constituand State Government might run its course and give place to something else,
the freedom
but the great end for which that movement had been inaugurated
would be achieved. And so it proved. The friends of free Kansas were
of Kansas
defeated in the Presidential election of 1856, and one of the most heartless, coldblooded and treacherous of tliQir enemies was elected President; but the people of
the North had been so thoroughly aroused and informed by the campaign, that an"
emigration to Kansas of phenomenal proportions at once ensued. The Legislature
under the Topeka Constitution met in January. 1S57, memorialized Congress for the
admission of the State, and took a recess to the second Tuesday in June. On the
9th of June it'again met, and remained in session until June 13th. At this meeting
Governor Robinson read an elaborate message, and laws were passed for taking a
census and apportioning the State; for a State election in August to fill vacancies;
locating the Capital at Topeka; establishing the State University at Lawrence; and
a joint resolution was passed asking Congress to admit the State under the Topeka
Constitution. This meeting was held without molestation from any source. At the
special election in August for filling vacancies, the constitution itself was again submitted to a popular vote, and received 7.257 votes to 34 against it. In October. 1857
the people for the first time obtained possession of the Territorial Legislature. As
Reeder and Geary had done before them. Walker and Stanton now found themselves
obliged by the enormities of the Pro-Slavery conspirators to side with the people.
Their fidelity to justice was rewarded by dismissal from office; but the people could
not be dislodged from the "coign of vantage"' which the honorable conduct of these
Their grasp upon the Territorial Government
officers had enabled them to occupy.
was not to be loosened. January 5, 1858, the Legislature under the Topeka Constitution met at Topeka. organized, and listened to a message from Governor Robinson, in which he urged the keeping up of the State organization. On the 7th the
Legislature adjourned to Lawrence, where the Territorial Legislature was then in
session. There was a proposition at this time for the Territorial Legislature to abdicate and allow the State Government under the Topeka Constitution to go into
actual operation, but in view of the hostile attitude of the Government at Washington, and the manifest risk of losing what had already been gained, the Territorial
Legislature declined to enter upon the experiment, and the project was abandoned.
The State Legislature soon adjourned. This was the end of the Topeka movement.
If thD queitioti be asked what useful purpose the Topeka constitutional movement subserved, the obvious answer is that it served as a nucleus, the rallying
point, the bond of union of the Free-State party during the mijst trying and dangerous period of our Territorial history. Without it the Free-State forces must
have drifted, been demoralized, and probably beaten. The prospects of success were
snfticiently flattering to supplement devotion to the Free-State cause with the personal ambition of a large number of able men who would be called to official position
under it. Lane and Reeder would be United States Senators; M. W. Delahay. memtually tixed.

tion

—

—

ber of Congress; Robinson, Governor; W. Y. Roberts, Lieutenant Governor; P. C.
Schuyler. Secrttary of State: J. A. Wakefield. Treasurer; M. F. Conway. S. N. Latta

and Morris Hunt, Judge< of the Supreme Court; H. Miles Moore, Attorney General.
G. A. Cutler. Auditor; John Spcer, State Printer; S. B. Floyd, Clerk of the

Suprem
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Court and L. M. Thurston. Reporter
of the Supreme Court. Amon.
the membe-.
andofBcers of the Legislature were such
active and influential me^ a.
SeTrv j
Adams. J B Abbott. James Blood. John
Hutchinson, Columbus Hornsbv M
C
D.cke,W M. Arthur, H H. Williams, John Brown
Jr.. Abram Barr,. Thomas
J
Add:., A. Jamxeson, A^ m. Crosbv. Adam
Fisher. Asaph Allen. J. F. Cummin^s.
T. V
Mmard. Joel K. Goodin, Samuel F. Tappan.
and C. H. Lovejoy

""

''""".'
"' ''' '''""*"^'^- representing, everv shade and
phase
Of ''ITfTV^:
of
the Free-State sentiment, and
capable of carrying the people with
pracric.l
unanimity. During the memorable
campaign of 1S56 many of them champ
oned
the cause Of free Kansas upon the
stump in the Northern States, and did
much o
arouse public sentiment, and to send
men and money to aid their brethren in th
Ter ito , during the fearful trials of
that eventful year. Preeminent
among these
were Governor Reeder and General
Lane. Each of them had been reared
in xhe

Democratic party, and had risen to eminence
in its councils.
Each hid gone to
Kansas a Democrat, and had been forced
by the infamies and outrages of the siJe
power to espouse the cause of the people
against their oppressors. Governor
ReTlI
had a very wide and favorable acquaintance
in Democratic circles, and his
spee h
and letters produced a profound impression
upon the country. Lane was in h s
-^^lo"<->- cause to champion; wrongs
'
and outrages to e.p.t
fnd denounce;
and
de"i
a suffering and down-trodden
people to vindicate: :he threatening
bullymg murdering slave power to
anathematize and execrate. With such
themes
a. these to talk about, and listening
thousands hanging on his Hp. and cheeri-.:
h.. words. Lane was one of the
most magnetic, dramatic, imposin.. rou^-n. ."
crowd-swaying orators that this country
^ -"
has ever produced
The year IS06 was the critical year for
Kansas. During its trving months r-e
.lave power, wielding the force of
the United States Government,
wa's mo^t ramp-^n"
""'' ^'' '''' '-'-'''^ ^' '-^'^-- ^-^
-^'
^- ^--•

ZZTZttr^T'''^'; "'"' '"'' ^"=^^^^"^

T

--^

^^°^^^^' *^^
--1^ have been
period past,
the ^""s"...v.<rxit
"
magniticent inflowing
'
iiiuuvMug wave ot
of imnn^rration
imnn'^ration of
the preponderance of numbers
on the Free-State side so <.reat that the
era Of violence and bloodshed
-e.cept in a few sporadic cases -closed.
The lopeka constitutional movement
held the people together tiixough a
stormv
and trying period. AVhen the occasion
of its usefulness had passed, th^v turned
to

Thnf
r
That critical

lost
lost.

.

,

,,

made

'^'"'"^"-^ ^'^^-^^^ °^ ^'^^ '^°"^--'- ^^^ ^'oc;.ent
-has correctly
' ^^'^^"°"- ^^

7'T' '':
Isndtori"
r^^'
'"^ ^'"^
Free St"
T f?
r^^^^PP^^' -<! the
o all'

";"

?•

""'T

-T^

^—

words

appreciated

""'^

^"^"^ ^^^° ^^^ ^'^^^ «^ -hich the whole
'
citadel of liberty that had never been
surtruer nor braver band of freemen
ever fought the desperate fight for freedom against
such appalling odds as did those who
defended it.
'"' '^"^ "^ i-perishable renown as the
unconquerable
defender,
IfenVeroTf
of free institutions, under the
*gis of the Topeka Constitution."
The Leavenworth constitutional movement
originated with the tirst Free-Sr-te
'

fend
nderec1

Tl

t..

the foe.

No

'VtT

the part of the people, although
the hostile attitude of both
branches of Con.re«
the acceptance of the Topeka
Constitution hopeless. Indeed, with the
seLnre
Of the Territorial Legislature
by the Free^tate party, it was generaUv
felt that the

made

'^'^

^^^

---^^

feeUn^whioh

found .^T^lt
^
sion
sl^nttre"
the refusal,
r"r'^"'^^"^"'
we have just noted, of the Territorial
Legislature to abdicn e in
''"^
Government.
'^
Probably a large majority of
;::i:
cou
coImd uL;
lev ave been assured of
peace and quiet, would have been quite
contend :o
n. unde the Territorial form of
government for an indefinite period, at La^t u-a
the growth Of the community
in population and wealth
had
de it bette abl t

m

^^^

t

T.^r

m
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sustain the burdens of a State Government.
But events moved rapidly and omitho..e days.
The session of the Territorial Legislature would
expire bv
limitation on the 12th day of February, 185S.
Ten days before that date President
Buchanan sent the Lecompton Constitution to Congress
with a special mes^a-e
urging Its acceptance. In that message he bitterly
maligned the Free-State peopre
and announced the monstrous proposition that,
by virtue of the United States Constitution, Kansas was at that moment
as much a slave State as South Carolina
or
Georgia. The acceptance of that constitution
seemed imminent in both houses of
Congress. This was the situation February 2.

nously

m

was grave enough to excite the most serious
apprehensions of the Lecrislature.
of the State under the Lecompton
Constitution would undoubtedlv
ead to the most disastrous consequences. The
temper of the people was such tha't
hey would not tolerate the existence of any
State Government under that constitution.
This would lead to Federal interference
and probablv open war. Under these
circumstances the Free-State people would be
at a great disadvantage without
a
State organization. The most speedy
method of improving the situation seemed
to be to at once call a new convention,
frame a constitution, elect officer, under it
and have a State organization around which
to rally. Accordingly an act was
passed
It

The admission

three days before the expiration of the
session, providing for the election of
delegates to a constitutional convention.
The election was to be held March 9 and
he convention to assemble March 23 at
Minneola, the newly-established capital of
the Territory. Governor Denver, whose
sympathies were not with the Free-State
-'^^^^"^P^^^ *" ^^^^--^ ^he movement by the pretense, or claim,
that
rK-!,r
r''"
the biU had
not been properly passed but the
people of Kansas in those days paid
but little attention to the opinions of Federal
Governors against anv action thev
had determined on. and went ahead with the
movement uninfluenced bv Denver's
opposition. The election was held March 9
the convention assembled
;

Minneola
March 23, adjourned to Leavenworth .March 24,
reconvened at Leavenworth March
framed a constitution, finished its labors and
adjourned April 3. 4 State con;

at

2o,

vention to nominate

under the constitution was held at Topeka
\pril "S
it May 18.
Before this
admission of the S^ate
under the Lecompton Constitution, had come to
an end by the passage of the En..hsh bdl, which referred that constitution back
to the people of Kansas to be
vote°d
upon the next August, and provided that if the vote
should be against the constitution, delegates to a new convention
should not be chosen until the Territorv
had a
population equal to the ratio of a Representative
in Congress, or 94.560
Thus the
great crisis had passed and further
prosecution of the Leavenworth movement
was
unnecessary and soon abandoned. It had
come into being suddenly, as a strategic
necessity
the great fight which the Free-State
people were waging, and when the
occasion for it had passed, it, too, passed
away.
officers

and the

constitution was adopted and officers elected
under
latter date, however, the great contest
in Congress over the

m

The Lecompton Constitution has an immortality
of infamv. It was the child of
fraud and finally died smitten by the
mailed hands of an indignant and
outra-^ed
people. It IS remembered just as any
other great crime against humanity
live^in
he execrating remembrance of
mankind.
tamted with fraud.
winch professed
held

m

to

From first to last the movement was
began in the old bogus, Missouri-elected
Legislature of 1855
submit the question of calling a convention
to an election to be
It

October. 1856.

^o Free-State men voted at that election. The bo<.us
Le<.issecond session, begun in January, 1857,
passed an act providing forlhe
taking of a census and the election of
delegates to frame a constitution. The
dele-^ates
were to assemble in Lecompton the first
Monday in September, 1857. The law" was
cunningly framed to exclude the spring
immigration from voting, as no person could
ature at

its
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who

arrived later than the 15th of March.
All the preliminary
proceedinc^s were
placed in the hands .^ Pro-Slavery
officials, and no provision was
ior
the constitution .0 a v.,te of the
people. Governor
provisions, and especially demanded
the submission of the constitution.
Th le
I
refu ed, and said that to submit it
-'would defeat the only object
of the act wh ch
was to -cure beyond any possibility of
failure, the Territory of
Kansas
to tl; Sou h
a» a slave State.
Geary then vetoed the bill, and the
Legislature promptirms d
xt over his veto.
The pretended census of voters and of
population^pon h
e
apportionment Of delegates

1

Zle

•

oj;;:^^^;:^'^^
^

'

was to be made, was completed
during

wa. taken

T

mo

h o

From

every county bordermg on Missouri,
and from everv Pro-Slaverv
county returns were made. The
disfranchised counties were mainly
occupied by
Free-State settlers.
The object of this partial and unfair
census wari^pareri
It was to put the convention
beyond a peradventure in the hands of
the Pio S^ve;;

"' """"" ''''"" '^" endeavored to shoulder a portion
of the
odium of Thi-r'T
Oditm'of
this mfamous census upon the
Free-State party. After statin^ that -nr,
portionment of delegates depended on
population,'but'nobody c J^vote
name did not appear on the registry lists:
and that in only sixteen of the th
itZfour
organized counties was there any
registration," he adds: ^^For this
cond^L o
things the Pro-Slavery party was
not wholly responsible. Free-State

whi

^™^'-— -^^^ ----T7:T:
the starved and skeleton returns."
It
^'^

•

^ll
pleased
a

men

and commission, and we

ted

e

;

e

noTi

,

to see why the Free-Srate
should be held responsible for something
with which they had absolut:^
nl !
convention
intrusted
the
'
taking of the censu^ to the
ffs Of th
counties, and the returns were to
be made to the probate
judge,
udletfo.
for tr'T"''
m.pection and revision, and the corrected
lists returned to the Governor who was to make the
apportionment of the delegates. Everv
.hedff and
probate judge, as well as every other
county officer in the Territory" w
an an
'''' ' ^'^-''''''' ^^^
^'^^
^-^^^ e
Office^ The' "77.
^'"'''^'T
'^' ''^"\"'^
^''^''^^ °^ --^>- o^-rs by the people,
and would be
none .'1
'^ ^'^ ^-^^^itutional Convention had been
chosen
No F
ISO
F^feS;
ee-State man
the Territory had any authority
or legal

men

is difficult

Zr

^^ ^

tf

,

'''TT
m

'"""

power

to

add

^°" *^^^^- '''-'^ -P-Tle/an enumera'' -mmisslon and omission" when there was absolutelv
nothin^frtr^'r''!
nothmg
for them either to commit or to
omit, passes comprehension. The
starved
and

tirt e'T

'' '"^ ''''''''

'•

skeleton returns" were no particular
pleasure to them, except as thev foreboded or ought to have foreboded, the
downfall of the infamou's plot tJ make
Kan.as a ^lave S ate. Secretary Stanton
afterwards avowed that had he known at
"' ''' -oundrelism of that census and registry he would
have r"f
efu.ed1 to make an apportionment
under it, and suffered the whole movement
to fail; and the Free-State
men, knowing what Stanton did not know,
may have re-

T"'

joiced to see the

maa

course,

Lecompton conspirators

and thus making more certain

piling

up infamy upon infamv

in their

their final failure

Stanton made the apportionment on the
census as returned, assigning, of course.
no delegates to the nineteen disfranchised
counties. At this point the leading Free-

State

men

of the Territory united in a letter to
Stanton, offering to " overh^.k the

and go into the election for delegates,
provided a new and honest census should
taken the delegates apportioned on
that, and the Free-State men given an equal
representation with the Pro-Slavery nu.!
on the boards of election Jud.^es. S,n,U,.n
replied that he had no power to
d.. so.
The Free-State party thereupon refused thave anything to do with the
election.
The election took place June 1.., and of
past,^
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course rone but the Pro-Slavery delegates were chosen.

The

total vote cast

was

only 2,071, -which was probably very nearly the actual strength. of the Pro-Slavery
faction in the Territory.

The

total

population by this time must have exceeded

50,000.

On

September the convention assembled at Lecompton, and organized
choosing as its President, John Calhoun, Surveyor General of the Territory. All eyes were now turned to the election to be held October 5, for members of
the Territorial Legislature in which the two parties would, for the first time, measure
strength at the polls. The convention therefore adjourned without further action,
until the 19th of October. The election of October 5 took place, and resulted in a

on the

the 7th of
8th.

sweeping triumph of the Free-State party.
perpetrated at Oxford and in
last

McGee

The exposure of

the

enormous frauds

county, whereby the slave power had

made

a

desperate venture to hold possession of the Territorial Legislature, followed.

These frauds were no more glaring and outrageous, and were less violent, than those
of March 30, 1855, by which the first Territorial Legislature had been seized, and
which the Administration and the slave power had claimed were the very perfection
of squatter sovereignty. They were perpetrated for the same purpose and by the
same men. The Administration at Washington evidently expected Governor Walker
and Secretary Stanton to wink at the wholesale forgery and keep the Pro-Slavery
faction in control of the Legislature. But these officials had come too closely in
contact with the people, had made too many promises of a fair and honest election,
and were too thoroughly disgusted with the huge sham and imposture of the whole
business, to connive at it. They accordingly threw out the forged returns, and gave
the Legislature over into the hands of the people. Meanwhile the intelligence of
these new Pro-Slavery frauds had spread, and aroused the people to a high pitch of
indignation. The Free-State men felt not only strong in the justice of their cause,
but 'in numbers and physical strength. They felt solemnly called upon to clean out
the entire Lecompton gang. A Free-State mass meeting was called to meet at Lecompton on the 19th of October, the very day to which the Lecompton Constitutional Convention had adjourned from its session in September. The air was full
of rumors, threats and portents. When the day came a great crowd assembled.
Philip C. Schuyler was chosen President, and Richard Realf and O. E. Learnard
Secretaries.
Lane was there in all his glory. Nothing suited him better than an
excited crowd and an exciting occasion. His speech was full of a noble enthusia-m
for the Free-State cause and of terrific denunciation of the frauds and villainies
that had characterized the Pro-Slavery programme. Resolutions were passed denouncing the frauds at the recent election, declaring that the convention about to
assemble in no sense whatever represented the people and must adjourn sine die.
A committee, with Lane at the head, was appointed to call upon the members of the
convention, and convey to them the mandate of the people. The result was that
for four days the members sneaked around Lecompton in the brush, afraid to
assemble, and a quorum could not be obtained. At last Governor Walker sent over
to Fort Leavenworth for a body of United States troops with a section of artillery,
and with their protection a quorum was got together and the convention went on
with

its

predestined business.

Thus surrounded by United States troops, and protected from the assaults of an
indignant and outraged people by United States cannon, the Lecompton convention
proceeded to frame the Lecompton Constitution. All the glory had now departed
from the Pro-Slavery movement. It existed only in force. Had the United States
troops been withdrawn, the Lecompton convention would have fled the Territory
within an hour. However, its members, assured of protection, pushed straight ahead
with their work. Their inspiration came not from Kansas, but from Washington.
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slave power had determined to make Kansas a slave State at whatever cost, and
Mr. Buchauau was its willing and conscious instrument. The fellows at Lecompton
were but puppets who danced as their masters pulled the wires. The" constitution
was soon framed. Its substance deserves notice only as its provisions indicate the
high-water mark of Pro-Slavery fanaticism in this country. Its preamble asserts
that the Slate to be created by it is a free, independent and sovereign State. A whole

The

The right of pi'mperty is declared to be before and
is devoted to slavery.
higher than any constitutional sanction, and the right of the owner of a slave to such
slave and its iacreas': is the same and as inviolable as the right of the owner of any
article

property whatever. The elective franchise is confined to "male citizens" of the
United States, apparently on the theory that eolored men could not be citizens of
the United States. All civil officers of the State are required to use due diligence to

apprehend and deliver up fugitive slaves.
»ien when they form a social compact are
shall

be deprived of

life,

the law of the land.

The

bill

of rights asserts that

equail in rights;" also that

'^

all

free-

no "freeman"

but by the judgment of his peers or
it is provided that "free negroes
State under any circumstances." In the section

liberty or property

In the same

bill

of rights

not be permitted to live in this
providing for revisions of the constitution, the saving clause is inserted that "no
alteration shall be made to affect the rights of property in the ownership of slaves."
The constitution framed, the question arose in the minds of the convention:
"NVhat shall we do with it?
The document was intensely Pro-Slavery; the people for
whom it was ostensibly made were intensely Anti-Slavery. To submit it to an honest
vote was to see the whole movement collapse like a soap bubble in the air. To resliall

fuse to submit it was to violate the jjledges given before their election by Calhoun
and many other members of the convention, to stultify the express promises of the
Administration through Governor Walker, and to hazard its rejection by Congress.
In this dilemma a scheme for a sort of bogus submission was hit upon, or imported
ready made from Washington. Apparently, and on its face, the constitution was

submitted to the white male inhabitants ''for r^pproval or disapproval," but in reality
nothing but the question of Slavery was submitted; and in fact it was doubtful
whether even that was meant to be fairly and honestly submitted. The form of vote
was. "Constitution with Slavery," and '•Constitution with no Slavery." In either
form the vote was for the constitution; but the juggle in the pretended submission
of the Slavery question was seen, when the provision of the latter part of the section
was read, to this effect: That in the event it should appear that a majority of the
legal votes had been cast for the -'Constitution with no Slavery." "then the article
providing for Slavery shall be stricken from the constitution, and Slavery shall no
longer exist in the State of Kansas, excppt that the right of property in slaves now
in the Territory shall in no manner be interfered with."
But what ivas the right of
property in the slaves then in the Territory* As defined by the constitution itself
in the words we have already quoted, it was the " right of the owner of a slave to such
slave, and its increase."
This right was "in no manner to be interfered with." The
State was therefore to have remained a slave St^te so long as the slaves then living
in Kansas, or any of their descendants ("increase") should exist.
It was also provided
apparently with the intention of excluding the Free-State men from voting
that at the election on the constitution each voter should be required to take an
oath to support the constitution, under the penalties of perjury under the Territorial
laws. The precaution, however, was unnecessary, as the Free-State people with entire unanimity refused to take part in the election.
Two elections were provided for
by the cdnvtution
the one just alluded to, on the 21st of December, and the other
on the Itii of January following, for the election of State otficers under the consti-

—

—

—

tution.

/

-
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The convention adjourned on

the 7th day of

November.

In its action it had vioby Governor Walker, and
according to his repeated statement, made, too. on the authority of President Buchanan himself, that the people should have a free and fair vote upon theconstituunn.
It was evident that the crowning outrage of a long course of villainy was abour to
be attempted. The Territory flamed with excitement. Public meetings were held in
every city, village, and hamlet. The pressure to put the State Government urder
the Topeka Constitution in immediate operation, was immense. A convention was
held in Tojieka, presided over by Col. C. K. HoUiday, at which resolutions were
passed, requesting Governor Robinson to at once call together the Free-State Legislature.
A vigilance committee was appointed. A few days afterwards a large mass
convention was held in Leavenworth, at which Judge Latta presided, and which
formally requested Acting Governor Stanton to call the recently-elected Territorial
lated every one of the solemn pledges

made

in its behalf

Legislature together in special session, and which, on motion of General Lane, asserted that in case Acting Governor Stanton should decline to do so.

would be open

to the people but to put

the

Topeka Government

no other course
in motion, and

pledging themselves to adoj)t that course, and stand or fall by it. A great delegare
convention of the whole Territory had been called, and was about to assemble at
Lawrence. Finally, a petition was presented to Mr. Stanton, signed by a majority

members

of the

of the Legislature, and accompanied by a letter signed by Robinson.

many

him to caU the Legismeans of averting violence and bloodshed. The crisis
was imminent. To comply, as Governor Stanton well knew, meant a final brec^k
with the malevolent, unscrupulous and vindictive slave power at Washington. To
refuse meant tumult, convulsion, irreparable wrong, and the torch-light of civil war
Lane, and

other prominent Free-State men. requesting

lature together as the only

home in Kansas. But emergencies are the occasions which reveal great men, a::d
Frederick P. Stanton was a great man. He called the Legislature. For this brave,
manly, and statesman-like act. he was summarily dismissed from office by the President. Before he could be removed, however, he had time to meet the Legislature,
at

them his reasons for calling them together, and consult with them as to tie
proper course to pursue. The Legislature remained in session only a few days. Irs
most important work was to provide by law for the submission of the Lecompton
Constitution to a vote of the people on the 4th of January following
the same day
that had been fixed by the Lecompton Convention for the election of State officers
under the Lecompton Constitution. It was of course known that the constitution
would be voted down by an overwhelming majority of the people, and it was hopetl.
give

—

vainly, as the sequel showed, that the Administration at

Washington wotild not have
champion a constitution which, at a f:i:r
held by the regular authorized and recognized Territorial author-

the colossal stupidity and wickedness to

and

legal election,

had been demonstrated to be not the choice of the people. But the capacity of
Buchanan Administration
that decaying dynasty of the slave power
for pure,
unadulterated meanness, and high-handed, outrageous villainy, had at that date been
ities,

—

the

—

vastly underestimated.

The

December 21 was a one-sided affair, the Free-Stare people refusit.
The total vote was 6,143 for the Constitution with Slavery.
and 500 for the Constitution with no Slavery. Of this vote, over o.iXX) were subsequently shown to be purely fraudtilent. In Kickapoo the Cincinnati directory was
boldly copied to the extent of nearly a thousand names. In Oxford the fraud
election of

ing to take part in

rivaled that of the previous October election, which Walker

and Stanton had kicked
it was to swell the tot;d
vote into something like respectable dimensions for effect at Washington.
The elections of January 4, ISoS, which followed, presented a curious phase of
out.

No motive

could be assigned for these frauds, except
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Lecompton
First, there was an election for State officers under the
convention; and,
Constitution, and under officers appointed by the president of the
Lecompton Constitution,
secondly, there was on the same day, an election upon the
Legislature at its
under the regular Territorial authorities, provided for by the
complication.

This latter election the Pro-Slavery party ignored. A large vote,
for the
however, was cast, resulting in: For the Constitution without Slavery, 23;
Constitution with Slavery, 138; against the Constitution, 10,226.
The Free-State body, as a party, had resolved not to commit themselves by voting
An independent ticket,
State officers under the Lecompton Constitution.
special session.

•

for

and was
however, had been nominated in opposition to tlie Pro-Slavery ticket,
supported by a portion of the Free-State people. The total vote on Governor, as
office gives
returned forthis election, and now on record in the Secretary of State's
This, however,-4,375, and for the Free-State ticket 3.966.
W. Babcock
was only a partial return. The vote as reported to the Legislature by C.
Pro-Slavery,
and George W. Deitzler was for Smith, Free-State, 6,875; for Marshall.
Of the Pro-Slavery vote they reported as
6,545; a Free-State majority of 330.
They
votes.
fraudulent from Oxford, Shawnee, Kickapoo and other places 3,000
members in each branch of
also reported the election of a majority of Free-State
Calhoun,
Legislature. The returns however of the election were made to Mr.
for the Pro-Slavery ticket

the

certificates
President of the Lecompton Convention, who was authorized to grant
under the
of election. It was generally believed that in case the State was admitted
Lecompton Constitution, Calhoun would give certificates to the Pro-Slavery candiLegisfor State officers and to a majority of Pro-Slavery candidates for the

dates

lature.

The contest now drifted from Kansas to Washington, where the slave power, with
endeaPresident Buchanan at its head, espoused the Lecompton Constitution and
of
vored to force the admission of the State with it. But the incessant protesting
the Democratic
the Free-State men had produced a visible effect. Moderate men in
Keeder,
party began to halt. The Northern constituencies were muttering with rage.

—

all Democratic appointees— were knifing the infamous
Geary, Walker, Stanton
Stephen
fraud at every opportunity. The great Democratic Senator from Illinois,
and had
A. Douglas, who had championed the repeal of the Missouri compromise,
over his
fought the battle of the South by the light of his own burning effigies, all
now threw the weight of his magnificent powers into the scale against

own State,
the Lecompton

the
fraud, and in some smaU measure atoned for his past career, and
had done to Kansas, by fighting one splendid and masterly fight in her
Meanwhile the Free-State men in Kansas were not idle. The Legislature

injuries he
behalf.

took a census of the hamlets like
that
Oxford, that had been returning Pro-Slavery votes by the thousand, and showed
fraudulent Delaware Crossing
it had less than fifty voters all told; discovered the
the
returns concealed under a wood-pile in Lecompton; began making arrests of
them
guilty parties, and in short, made it so hot for the rascals that the most of
But blind, obstinate, unreasoning, the slave
fled from the Territory never, to return.

fully investigated the frauds of the late elections,

They carried the Lecompton Conin Congress pressed relentlessly onward.
in the
stitution through the Senate by a vote of 33 to 25. and pressed for victory
House. Here, however, the storm raged in vain. The House defeated the Senate
to be again
bill, and adopted a substitute sending the constitution back to Kansas

power

voted on.
ference.

The Senate rejected the substitute, and voted for
The committee of conference reported the English

a committee of conOn April 3d it
bill.

The
passed both houses, and on the 4th of May, 1858. the President signed it.
Constituessence of tliis bill was that the State was admitted under the Lecompton
exceedtion, but not with the ordinance of that constitution, but with a special and

^
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ingly liberal grant of public lands, made by the bill itself, subject to the condition
of a popular vote to be hereafter taken, at which the ballots were to read " For
proposition of Congress and admission," and "Against proposition of Cougres- and

This virtually finished the business, for nobody expected the people in
temper of mind to vote for admission under the Lecompton Constitution,
even though the bribe to do it had rivaled the Satanic offer to our Saviour, of all the
kingdoms of the earth. The vote took place August 2, 1S5S, and resulted as follows:
For the proposition, 1,788: against the proposition, 11.300; majority against it.
admission."
their then

9,512.

Thus the great Lecompton struggle was ended, and thenceforward the Kansas
ship of State sailed on comparatively unruffled seas toward the final haven of ad-

mission into the Union.

HON. EUGENE

WAEES

F.

POEM.

Cc)T^^nthony now introduced Hon. E. F. "Ware, ("Ironquill,") who in an
impressive manner read the following poem, which was received with enthusiastic applause

by the audience
JOHN

ERO^^~^'.

States are not great

Except

Men
But

as

men may make them.

are not great except they do

States, like

and

dare.

men,

Have destinies that take themThat bear them on, not knowing why or where.
The WHY repels
The philosophic searcher
The WHY and wheke all inquiries
Until we find

—

defy,

Far back in youthful nurture,
Prophetic facts that constitute the wht.
All merit lies
'

In daring the unequal.

All glory

Fame

comes from daring

to begin.

loves the State

That, reckless of the sequel,

Fights long and

Than

well,

though

it

may

No

illustration apter

Is seen or

Take up her

found of

faith,

and hope, and

there

Whose

is

will.

story:

Every leaf and chapter
Contains a record that conveys a

And

lose or win.

in our State

thrill.

one

faith,

Fame yet sliall
He dared begi.s.

whose

whose failing.
on the walls of Time.

fight,

i>hicard

Despite the unavailing.
dared begin, when failure was a crime.

He

QUARTER-CEXTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

257

When over Africa
Some future cycle
Shall sweep the

lake-gemmed uplands with

its

surge;

^Yhen as with trumpet
Of Archangel Michael
Culture shall bid a colored race emerge;

When busy

cities

There, in constellations,
Shall gleam with spires and palaces and domes,
With marts wherein

heard the noise of nations;

Is

With summer groves surrounding

stately

homes:

There, future orators

To
Shall

cultured freemen
tell

of valor and recount with praise,

Stories of Kansas,

And

of Lacedn^mon,

Cradles of freedom, then of ancient days.

From

boulevards

Overlooking both Nyanzas,

The statued bronze shall glitter
With rugged lettering:
''John Bkown, of Kansas,
He dabed begin.

He

in the sun,

lost.

But, losing, won."

ADDRESS OF HON. WILLIAM
The
^yas

SIMS.

Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture, Hon. ^yilliam Sims,

then introduced, and delivered the following address:

THE AGKICULTURE OF

KxV^'SAS.

Mr. President: Agriculture in Kansas, like the settlement of the Territory, was
commenced under very unfavorable circumstances. The controversy between the
people of the North and the South for the possession of the country, and the control of its political affairs, was such as to clog the wheels of progress and hold in
check the development of the agricultural resources of the Territory until ISCO,
when the drouth of that year, immediately preceding the organization of the State,
seemed to verify the prediction of those who, at an earlier day, had pronounced the
country entirely unfit for agricultural purposes. But the home-seekers of those days,
the men who had braved dangers and endured hardships to secure the Territory to
They were
free labor, were not to be discouraged by the failure of a single year.
men of energy, courage and determination, who comprehended the value of the country as an agricultural district, remained with their homes and realized their antici.

pations.

In January, 1861, amid the dangers and excitements of an impending civil war.
Kansas was admitted into the Union as a State. The War of the Rebellion fDlIowi-d
within a few months, and for four years but little progress was made; but wiih the
restoration of peace in 1865 our prosperity fairly commenced, and for twenty years

iliM'I,
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no State

Union has grown

in the

and wealth, or increased in agricul-

in popuhition

tural importance, with the rapidity of Kansa.s.

As

be seen by the following table, our increase in population, rapid as it has
all times been followed by a corresponding increase in value of farm
products
the value per capita for 18S5 being largely in excess of any former period:
will

been, has at

—

Year.

Population.

1860
1870
1875
1880
ISSo

Assessed valuation.

107,206

?24,737,459
92,528,099
121,544,344
160,570,761
248,845,277

5-2S,tii9

996,096
1,268,562

Area under

Total value of farm

cuUicalion.

products.

09
83
07
43
27

405,468
1,971,003
4,749,900
8,868,834
14,252,815

§27,630,651 0<}
43.970,494 28
84,521,486 00
13:3,577,015 00

The following tables, showing the acres and product of wheat, corn, and oats, tonumber and value of horses, cattle, sheep, and swine, for the years
1860, 1870, 1875, 1880, and 1885, will, I think, clearly indicate the progress and importance of the State as an agricultural and stock-raising district:

gether with the

I860
1870
1875
1880
1885

194,173
'

156,200
743,204

1

2,444,4:'.4

1,891,977

!

595,892
1,932,860

2,:?91,198

13,209,403
25,279,884
10,772,181

1
'

'

3.5-14,3'jr.

80,798,769
101,421,718

11,4^:.;.7::'6

5,266,03.5

177,:3oO,703

31,.561,4y0

i

!:

9.794,051

HORSES, StlLES AND ASSES.

1860
1870
1875
1880
ISSo

21,840
129,572
2:J2,340

425,892
5.8-8,672

93,455
373,967

?9,649,07fi 96
11,497.905 12

703, :«3

24,514,046 00
47,84-5,410 00

1,115,312
1,973,018

!

I

i

'

!

811,471,038
14,786,990
27,867,408
53,516,843

25
62
00
00

?230,175
247,501
1,492,722
1,750,.386

Total number of
live stock.

1860.
1870.
1875.

138,224
206,587

2,461,510

Now. Mr. President,
agriculture in Kau.-as.

Twenty years

!

51,456,4,38 35
2,077,871 80
7,6.89,780 00

i

1885.

a

Total value of
live stock.

!

I

292.6.5S
1,281,6-30

1880.,

68
92
00
00

:

14,769,060 00

819,214
l,.3:M,.'i4.5

3,249,326
5,898,393

§22,806,729
28,610,269
61,563,956
117,881,699

24
46
00
00

few words as to the past, present, and prospective future of

and

ago. after

I

am

through.

question as to the adaptability of eastern Kansas to
agricultural purposes had been settled, the propriety of attempting the cultivation
of crops in what was then known as ttie central or uiiddle belt, was very seriously
questioned. Those who knew the country best recommended it for grazing
purposes, but discouraged

all

all

attempts at cultivation.

The time soon came, however.
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when

the pioneer, ignoring all theories, and disregarding all unfavorable
reports,
determined to make the experiment, and at once commenced breaking the
prairie
and cultivating the soil in what is now known as the '-wheat belt" as tine an ao-ricultural district as can be found in this or any other State.
This brings us to the third and last belt, and while I have no disposition whatever
to encourage anyone to "go west and grow up with the country," I will say.
that

—

common to all new countries, may be expected, the time
not far distant when good farms, happy homes, and prosperous communities
will
be found dotted all over western Kansas.
while failures and reverses,
is

ADDRESS OF HON. ALEXANDER CALDWELL.
Hon. Alexander Caldwell was introduced, as a gentleman who served as
a soldier in the Mexican war, and who came to Kansas at an early day, and
aided to organize one of the overland transportation companies, long before
the time of railroads in Kansas, and one who had been a leading p^-uraoter
of the establishment of manufitetorics in this State.
3Ir. Caldwell then delivered the following address:

KANSAS MAXUFACTCRES AXD MIXES.
Mr. President:
signing to

me

.

•

appreciate the compliment intended by your committee in asthe subject of "Kansas Manufactures and Mines," but, Mr. President.
I

when I see present so many able gentlemen, distinguished in the annals of our State.
I must express my sincere regret that your committee did not
select from this number some one more competent than I to do justice to the subject.

My

has been too busy with the pressing and absorbing cares incident to trade
to afford the necessary preparation for such an occasion.
However, in deference to the request of your committee, I come fresh from the
life

and manufactures,

workshop and factory, with the smoke and smut of the forge upon

my brow, to conmite to the exercises of the evening.
Twenty-five years ago I was somewhat extensively engaged in the business of
transporting military stores across the Plains in wagons.
Mr. President. I am aware that an allusion to this business is barely germane to
tribute

my

the subject, but a request from members of your committee that I should
make some
reference to this primitive mode of transportation is my apology for referring to it.
To those who lived here prior to the construction of railroads west of the Missouri, I cannot say much that will be new.
Yet, even twenty-five years ago, there

were comparatively few who realized the magnitude of that business.
The great development in Kansas from 1861 to 1886 will be better appreciated by
keeping in mind the fact that one-third of a century ago the most intelligent people of the country had but an imperfect knowledge of this fertile
land. As school
children, we knew of it only upon the maps as part of the "Great
American Desert."
the solitude of which was only broken by the war-whoop
of the Indian and thehowl-

mg

To maintain possession of this territory and all that vast counby the war with Mexico, military posts were esta1>lished in what is now
Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and California.
The troops stationed at these points, and thousands of civilians who had gone
west in search of fortune, were dependent for support
upon supplies from east of
the Missouri, the only means of getting which were
by wagon transportation.
Prior to the war of the great Rebellion, the starting or
outfitting places were
Kansas City, Independence and St. Joseph, Missouri; but
during and after the uar.
Leavenworth, Atchison, Nebraska City and Omaha were the principal points of
of the coyotes.

try acquired

^
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Leavenworth, however, was the point at whicli the great bulk of the

departure.

stores were concentrated.
'
,

It is

cipal

if

some record should be left of what at one time was the prinnot the only occupation on the Plains.

desirable that

The magnitude of that business will be better understood by referring to what was
done in this line by one company having then its headquarters at Leavenworth.
The amount of supplies required annually
thirty-five to fifty million

pounds.

.

I

know

amounted to from
who are engaged in

for the military alone

that except to those

the business of transportation by rail, the task of handling fifty million pounds will
not be readily understood. Our expert and intelligent railroad men, accustomed as
they are to the business of the day, will scarcely realize what it was twenty-five years

ago to perform

this service.

for the great Santa

A

Fe or

the

It

would have been a commerce of no mean proportion

Union

Pacific Railroads to carry.

from the Missouri river on the 1st of Mav.
would not reach Salt Lake City until about the 1st of October, or in four or five
months. Now a train of twenty-five or more cars wiU make the journey in four or
train of twenty-five wagons, starting

five days.

Then

a passenger traveling

by stage night and day,

if

unmolested by Indians, or
Now he can

not delayed by storms, could reach Salt Lake in twelve or fifteen days.
ride there comfortably in the palace car in less than three.
Such, Mr. President, has been the progress of the times.

Now

let

us see what kind of an undertaking

it

was

to-

transport 50.000,000 of

composed of twenty-six teams, each wagon
loaded with about 6,000 pounds, and drawn by six yoke of cattle or four to six mules.
Oxen were generally used, because the first cost was less than that of mules, and thev
could subsist on the grass alone, while mules or horses required grain to keep them
in serviceable condition.
Another advantage in the use of cattle was, that when they
became foot-sore or disabled, they could be left at stations to recruit for use in sucpounds by wagon.

Usually trains were

ceeding trains, or killed for beef, as the occasion might require.
With each train of twenty-six wagons there were three hundred head of cattle,
twenty-five drivers, a captain, (or, as we then called him, a wagon-master,) an assistant,
and three extra men; in all, thirty men.

In times of imminent danger four or more of these trains were massed, and in
wagons were drawn into a circle, forming a corral, if jjossible,

cases of attack the

near a stream of water. The animals were driven inside the corral so formed, and
the wagons used for barricades.

To transport 50,000,000 pounds in this manner required 10,000 wagons, 12,000 men,
and 120,000 head of stock. These trains of "prairie schooners,"' as they were then
called, traveled westward along the Arkansas to Colorado and New Mexico, and in
the valley of the Platte to Wyoming, and beyond to Utah and the shores of the Pacific.
Had they been formed into one continuous line, in the ordinary way of traveling, we should have had a column more than 1,000 miles long.
This was an expensive mode of transportation. The investment in a single train
of twenty-six wagons was about !i;35,000, and the means of transportation necessarv
to carry 50,000,000 of pounds would cost more than §5,000,000. The cost of subsisting and moving these caravans was enormous, and therefore large rates of transportation were paid.

know that as
The distance

It

may

be surprising

t<j

the railroad

men

of the present to

Government paid .s2.25 per 100 pounds per 100 miles.
to Leavenworth from Salt Lake City being 1,200 miles, made the cost
per 100 pounds §27, or So40 per ton. At this rate a train of twenty-five wagons
would earn s45,."()0. To-day the same amount of freight is taken by rail at a co-t
of $1,500. Nothing better than such a comparison demonstrates what tiie railroads
late as lvSG5 the
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have accomplished towards annihilating distance, and bringing the remote parts of
country in closer relation.
While it might have been to my pecuniary benefit twenty years ago, had I possessed the power to have said to the builders of railroads, when they reached the
banks of the Missouri, "Thus far; no farther shalt thou go," yet the progress of
the age demanded the roads, and "westward the star of empire took its way."
Those of ns who lived in the river towns twenty years ago, have a vivid recollection of the busy and exciting scenes upon the departure and return of these caravans of the Plains.
Frequently a whole twelve months was consumed in making the round trip,
wintering in the snows of the Rocky Mountains, and returning in the spring, the
this

men

clothed in the skins of the buffalo, bears and wolves; faces unshaven and hair
all; no two dressed alike, but all arrayed

uncut; some with hats, others with none at
in the

most fantastic manner, and some of them

as wild

and savage

as the animals

in whose skins they were so strangely clad.

But among them were many brave and faithful men. One instance will be suffishow the character of the men generally selected as captains or wagon-masOne of the first trains organized by myself in ISGl started from Leavenworth,
ters.
destined for Fort Union, New Mexico, under the charge of Tom Atkins, a character
subsequently well known in the frontier towns of the West. The employes of this
train were citizens of the western border of Missouri, and as soon as they learned
of the fall of Sumter, were restless to return and join the Rebel army.
During the journey they conceived the idea of stealing the entire train and its
cargo. Their plan was to run it into Texas, dispose of it for cash, and join the
Confederacy. All except Atkins, his assistant, and one other, were engaged in the
conspiracy. It was agreed that if Atkins o])posed the plan he should be killed.
One night, in the Raton mountains, soon after getting into camp, and when
within a few miles of a military post, the plan was submitted. Atkins suggested
that after supper they would gather around the camp fire and talk it over. He so
managed as to get them seated some distance from the wagon and their weapons.
and listened to their proposals. Suddenly springing to his feet, he and his assistants covered the party with their revolvers, while the extra man was dispatched to
cient to

the fort for assistance.
"

And they crouclud
To

Tvarp

The mutineers were taken

aud

before liim, for he had skill

-wield their

vulgar

will.''

to the fort as prisoners, while soldiers were sent to take

the train through to its destination. Thus did the courage and decision of Tom
Atkins save to our company, and to the United States, thousands of dollars of valuable
property.

Card-playing was one of the amusements of the Plains, as it appears to be here.
ranchman demanding §100 for a horse furnished Atkins.
I referred the claim to him, and he returned it with the indorsement that he did not
I

received a letter from a

owe

that

He

man

'•

a cent."

^

insisted that he had gotten the horse

game, and with the poet might

on the square; that he had enj(ned the

well exclaim:

"Oh, the dear pleasures of the velvet plain,
The painted tablets dealt and dealt again."

my oflice in settling the business of his six-mouths
was startled to find him quietly slipping his pistol from its iiolster, and then,
without a word, and as quick as a fiash, wheel around, covering with his wfa['on a
man who had just entered the door. The stranger replied, "All right; you have the
Subsequently, while engaged in

trip, I
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drop on
get

me

now, but the next time we meet we shoot on

sight,

and don't yon

for-

it."

This man was one
sworn to shoot him.
quick enough for the
was assassinated and

of the mutineers

He had

ft»llowed

occasion.

whom Tom had put in irons, and who had
to my oftice for that purpose, but was not

him

Atkins subsequently killed

his

man. and he

in turn

died with his boots on in a Kansas town.

Twenty-five years ago the professional "bull-whacker" was a hard citizen. Prothe cattle even appearing to do their level best,

fanity was a part of his nature

puUing

in proportion to the

self of his

—

energy and fluency with which the driver delivered him-

most familiar expressions.

have known of praiseworthy efforts at reform.
One distinguished freighter, whose name a quarter of a century ago was known
west of the Missouri, perhaps better than any other, went so far as to furnish hLs
"whackers" with Bibles, but the effort was a religious and financial failure. The
I

men

man could drive six yoke of cattle from the Missouri river
Rocky Mountains without an occasional swear. The Bibles were traded off to
the Indians, and within twelve months the firm went into bankruptcy.
Mr. President, of course you wDl not understand me as intimating that financial
disaster overtook this firm because of its commendable effort to improve the vernacdeclared no mortal

to the

ular of the Plains, nor do I

admit that it is impossible to make cattle pull without
But in those days there were times when it did
appear difficult to di-pense with the familiar code. In wet seasons, for example,
trains would become mud-bound, and it was not unusual to see a wagon in the mud
up to the axle, and the cattle in the mire almost to their backs.
Now this is a bad situation, and it did require real lively talk to get the load to
move.
I was passing by a train upon such an occasion, in company with the late Thomas
A. Scott, the railroad magnate, who had a moneyed interest in the enterprise.
We passed by one wagon which had sunk down to the axle. Scott, addressing the
driver, said: '-Well, my man, you are in a bad fix."
"Oh, no," he replied, "I am all
right, but there are two wagons below mine, and those fellows down there are hav-

amount of profanity.

the usual

ing a h

—

1

of a time!"

But much progress has been made since those days of prairie schooners: then
there was not a mile of railroad in the State, now there are more than 4.000 miles in
operation, and as many more projected.
Then not a school house or a church in the Territory, now we have more of both
in proportion to our population than any other State in the Union.
Thirty-five years ago the Territory was unknown to the world of agriculture. In
the past two years we have produced nearly 400.000,000 bushels of corn. irKXOOO.(XK)
bushels of wheat, and all other products of the field in proportion.
In 1861 we had a population of 107,000, now we have not far from 1.250.0O1. and
yet this

is

only our quarter-centennial.

But, Mr. President,

it is not altme in agriculture that Kansas has made such rapid
development; and now if it is not too late, and if I have not already taxed your indulgence too much, I shall proceed briefly with the subject assigned me.

Thirty-flve years ago there was not a factory in the Territory, not a single smokestack to obscure the ethereal atmosphere. Human hands had not wrought in the
virgin soil, and the curious and frisky prairie dog was undisturbed in his system of

mining and subterraneous exploration.
Now our young State is known from the frozen lakes of the North to the warm
waters of tlie Gulf, and even to the golden sands of the Pacific, for the numbers and
excellence of her manufactures.
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In Atchison, Leavenworth, Topeka, Wyandotte, Lawrence, Fort Scott. Emporia.
and indeed in all parts of the State, the never-ceasing hum of machinery
may be heard. In the brief time allotted it will be impossible to refer in detail to

AVichita,

the manufactnring euterj)rises of various cities

and towns, but I may speak of one
being accomplished.
Leavenworth is the chief manufacturing center of the State. To dwell upon the
subject without making that town a prominent factor in it, would be like attempting the play of Hamlet with that important character left out. I trust, therefore,
that I am warranted in selecting that city, my home, as an example for the rise and
progress of manufacturing and mining in Kansas.
of them as an illustration of what

is

Up to the year of the war. 1861, and during its continuance, slow progress was
made, but since 1865 the development has been rapid.
Mr. President, you are famUiar with the business of Leavenworth, but even you
may not know that last year the aggregate of manufactures was about .^L'0.0<)n,(X)0.
Prominent among these industries are stove works, producing about 6i).0<)0 stoves
per annum, about 200 per day, or a complete stove in about every four minutes of
working-time.

A

single

wagon

factory with a capacity of 10,000 per year, or thirty-three per day.
wagon of the best material, substantially and beautifully finished,

or a complete farm

turned out every twenty minutes; flour mills with a capacity of 2,500 barrels per
day, or 100 barrels every hour of running-time; a glucose factory which consumes
daily ten car-loads of coal for fuel,

and converts 5,000 bushels of corn into syrup.
extensive factory for the manufacture of iron bridges.
Factories for the manufacture of furniture, steam engines, and hundreds of
others, which time will not permit me to mention.

An

What I have said of the progress at Leavenworth
degree to other cities and towns of the State.

will

apply

in a

proportionate

know. Mr. President, that a classification of facts and figures is not a very enis an eminently practical one. and
figures cannot be dispensed with. The records show that there are in this State .300
mills, producing annually §15,000,000 worth of flour, a product of §50.000 per day.
I

tertaining theme, but the subject assigned nie

or

.§2.0<)0

State

is

more than 100 saw mills in operation
The aggregate value of wagons and carriages manufactured

per hour; and that there are

prairie State.

more than

in this
in this

§1.500.000: furniture. §1.000.000; manufactures in iron and t.rass,

sorghum, §200.000; and besides these there are woolen mills, broom facand zinc works, canning factories, linseed oil works, packing houses,
paper mills, organ factories, patent medicines, and other enterprises too numerous
to mention, aggregating more than $-10,000,000 of manufactured articles each year.
§.",.00O.W0;

tories, lead

This, together with the value of field crops of more than one hundred millions,
and live stock to the value of forty millions, makes a good showing, for our young
commonwealth. Mr. President, chance does not govern the world; there is a cause
for all things.
The fertile soil and excellent climate is the cause of the phenomenal
development of our agricultural resources, and the real source and great factor in
the wonderful growth of our manufactures is our coal.
It is important then once more to inflict upon you some facts and figures as to
the permanency of our supply. At Leavenworth we have a coal mine with ponderous engines, and in its equipment unsurpassed by any in the country. There several
hundred men are constantly employed, and from a depth of more than seven hundred feet the shining mineral is brought to the surface at the rate of five hundred
tons per day, or one ton per minute at hoisting-time.
At the Penitentiary, four miles south and three miles west of Leavenworth, is an-

18

'
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—s

'

other niiue of equal depth, and striking the same vein, from which the output is now
about 250 tons per day, and which is being rapidly developed lo much greater
capacity.

From

these mines coal

best bituminous,

is

shipped to

all

parts of the State.

and has contributed largely

to the

The

quality

is

the

encouragement of manufactur-

ing.

In regard to the permanency of the supply, Judge F. Hawn, who has given the
much study, in a report made to the Leavenworth Board of Trade, says:
"Is this supply of coal permanent":' If not, our prestige as a manufacturing
center will depart. A few facts will show. The shaft of the Leavenworth Coal Co.
is situated on the Fort Leavenworth reservation, on the northern edge of the city,
and on the bank of the Missouri river; the Penitentiary shaft, some four miles
south of the'southern city limits, and about three miles west of the other shaft, making the distance between them about seven miles. The rock and formations cut in
sinking these shafts are the same, and there is no perceptible difference in the thickness or quality of the coal either; so that both the shafts are working in the same
coal basin. There being no diminution in the thickness of this coal-bed. in the distance of seven miles south and three miles west, it is safe to say and certain that our
coal basin is at least twelve miles square and covers an area of at least l-i-t square
subject

miles.''

Now, Mr. President,

let

us see what supply

we have

in this twelve miles square.

Practical tests in both mines demonstrate that in this vein of two feet in thickness
70,000 bushels are obtained per acre, equal to 44,800,000 bushels, or about 1,S00.0(m>

tons per square mile, or for the 144 square miles 259,000,000 tons.

One thousand good miners
At

day.

this rate

it

will

take out about 40,000 bushels, or 1,500 tons, per

will require the

labor of 1,000

men

for 576 years, or 5,000

men

115 years, to work out this area of twelve miles square.

be seen, therefore, that the supply of coal in Leavenworth county
even were one hundred more shafts to be sunk.
But the coal deposit of Kansas is not limited by counties.

It will

is

prac-

tically inexhaustible,

The eastern part of

the State,

from Marshall, Brown and Doniphan counties on
and Bourbon on the southeast, is to a great

the north to Osage, Cherokee, Crawford

extent underlaid with coal.

Mining, perhaps, is prosecuted more vigorously in the four last-named counties.
There extensive mines have been opened, front which immense quantities of the best
quality of bituminous coal are shipi>ed daily.
Now, Mr. President, while it is generally known that we have coal in Kansas, I do
not believe that the quantity and value of this mineral deposit is generally understood and appreciated by our own people. I confess, until I had made some calcu-

upon the subject, I did not fully realize myself the perpetual source of wealth
we have in our coal mines. In Cherokee. Crawford, Bourbon and Osage count it-s it

lation

is

safe to

assume there

1,400 square miles.

A

is a coal belt covering an area of seventy by twenty miles, or
vein averaging two feet in thickness will give us 1,800,000 tons

One ton of coal is equal to about
two cords of wood; so that the coal in this area of 1,400 square miles is equal to
5,000,000,000 cords of wood. Kansas comprises about 50,000,000 of acres. If onehalf of it was covered with a forest, we might say that there was a good supply of
timber in sight. Yet if one-half of the entire State was covered with a forest of
two hundred-cords to the acre, we would have 5,000,000,000 of cords, a supply of fuel
not exceeding that contained in the coal-beds of four counties; so that the farmers
to a square mile, equal to 2,520,000,000 of tons.

or the_mauufucturers

may

now

here, or those

who may come

for generations hereafter,

Kansas the supply of coal will not faU them.
coal alone that the mineral wealth of Kansas consists.

rest assured that in

But

it is

not in

Her lead
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and zinc mines are practically

as inexhatiptible as her coal,

them

quality that have already established

In various parts of the State,
salt are

procured from

salt

wells, the

Chalk and gypsum abound
and sandstone are so immense

and of

a richness

and

in the markets of the world.

works are

and large quantities of
more than ordinary richness.

in operation,

brine of which

in

205

is

of

paying quantities, and the deposits of limestone
the houses and fences of Kansas miglit be

tliat all

without exhausting the supply.
Mr. President, with such a wealth of mineral, and from the geographical position
of our State, as the center of the Union, I can see no reason why. within the next
twenty-five years, we shall not be among the chief nnanufacturing States of the
built of stone

Nation.

To the press of Kansas, more than to any other agency, we are indebted for the
knowledge the world has obtained of our agricultural resources. We trust now that
those brainy, enterprising editors will devote as much energy and ability to set forth
the advantages that exist here for manufactories.
Let it be known that immense quantities of farm implements are distributed
from points on the Missouri river: that more than two-thirds of them are used upon
farms west of the State of Missouri; and that we have all the advantages for manufacturing these articles in Kansas. ^Yhy. then, should we continue to pay tribute to
the Eastr

Let us manufacture these articles ourselves, and build up within the borders of
own State the Pittsburgh of America, and thus will we bring the consumer close
to the door of the producer, affording to the Kansas farmer the option of a home
or a foreign market for the products of his labor.
our

In connection with this subject, we must not lose sight of the fact that natural
and cheapness, has become a great factor in manufacturing in Pittsburgh and other cities of the East. Already about one-third of
gas, because of its convenience

all

the establishments in Pittsburgh

and development continue,

it

will

and vicinity are using

it.

be but a short time until

and
all

if

the discovery

the machinery of

that busy city will be kept in miotion by gas.

Manufacturers from other parts of the country, attracted by it, are locating there,
and that city will not only be the great manufacturing center of the East, but
through the agency of gas is rapidly being transformed from the blackest to the
cleanest and brightest in the country.
Kansas should ever be in the van of progress, and action should be taken at once
to ascertain what there is for us 4,000 or .5,000 feet below.
A few thousand dollars judiciously expended in the line of geological survey might
result in adding untold millions to the wealth of the State.
Let our legislators consider this matter.
Mr. President, every Kansan should feel proud of the progress already made in
manufactures.
Even now, as he journeys westward or eastward, he may cross in safety the great
rivers

spanned by

He may

travel

a

ti^

Kansas iron bridge.
the

warm

waters of the Gulf, or even to the golden sands of the

Kansas flour baked upon Kansas stoves.
In the forests of Puget Sound he will hear the shrill whistle of a Kansas steam
engine. He may tramp his way over mountain and plain, comfortably shod with
Kansas shoes; or at any point in the western country a Kansas wagon may be at his
Pacific,

and

eat bread of

command.
If the development of Kansas during the first twenty-five years of Statehood h:is
been so wonderful, to what proportions may not this young athlete attain before you
and I are called upon to attend its Semi-Centennial?
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I am, sir, not much of au enthusiast, and I do not wish to deceive myself or you
bv an exaggerated descrii)tion of what this State may attain to.
1 di> not think, sir, that I indulge in wild liights of fancy, when I predict here and
now, tliat before another quarter of a century shall have rolled by, this Common-

wealth will have more than 4,000,000 people: that it will be the leading agricultural
among the greatest in manufactures.

State of the JJnion, and

Here will be the center of pork and beef packing, and the imperial granary of the
world; and from the banks of the Missouri, upon the borders of Kansas, streams of
traffic will flow, as great and resistless as are the currents of the mighty river itself.

ADDRESS OF NOBLE

L.

PRENTIS.

Colonel Anthony then introduced Mr. ISohle L. Prentis, as the closing

Though the hour was very

speaker.
interest

remained

late,

to listen to the address

THE WOMEX OF
Ladies and Gentlemen: The

women

the large audience with eager

upon the subject

—

KANS.VS.

of Kansas, to

whom we

give to-night, not only

homage
who gave up what man resigns
the home where she was
almost without a thought, but to woman is most dear
born. ^Yho left the spots her girlhood knew and loved, made precious by hope and
sorrow, the altar where she was wed: the grave, perchance, of her first-born, to come
to this land, then full to her gentle heart of known and of imagined terrors.
The woman we pledge to-night, whose name and fame is linked with that of
the praise of our lips and the loud plaudits of our hands, but the grateful
of our hearts,

is

she

who sought Kansas from

afar,

—

is she. who, brought face to
not with the passive, silent endurance of
a slave, but with the high resolution of a heroine. Amid the noonday raid and midnight burning, she bravely stood: she heard the ruffian's oath, the Indian's yell, the

Kansas in
face with

wolf's

the gathered glories of a quarter-century,

all

all

that was appalling, bore

hungry

cry,

and

still

it all,

she stayed by Kansas, and like Deborah, of old, prophesied

She faced not only visible, but more terrible,
She sat pale but undaunted in her lowly home amid the
parched and desolated fields, while gaunt Famine stood on the threshold or looked
in at the window.
She not only saw and suffered, but she was her own and our historian. Before
the destroying angel had passed, or the blood on the lintels was dry, she wrote the
story down, and among the first and brightest and clearest of the many books in
which the wonderful record of Kansas is set forth, is that of a Kansas woman, Mrs.
Sara T. L. Robinson, who wrote all that she saw and part of which she was.
The Kansas woman was our first teacher. She is not an old woman yet, as years
the future triumphs of her people.

because invisible, enemies.

are counted, but she

is

older than the .\gricultural College, or the

Normal School,

or

She gathered the children in an academy, the walls of which
were of sod and the roof of brush and earth, and taught them to spell such words as
truth, liberty, freedom, independence, and instructed them in their geography that
the earth revolves every twenty-four hours around its center
which is Kansas. In

the State University.

—

consideration of her services to the cause of education in those early days, the law
of Kansas allows her to act as county superintendent

The Kansas woman has manifested
endurance of daily

ills,

—

if

she can get votes enough.

at all times that highest quality of the

hourly discomforts, petty and perpetual annoyances.

mind,
She

has lived in a dug-out; she has existed in a claim shanty, with a stove-pipe for a

chimney.
zephyr.

She has cooked without wood or coal, and she has battled with the Kansas
Every Kansas woman who has run a cooking stove with corn-stalks, straw.
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who has seen her clothes-line snatched bald a thousand times by
pension for life.
the Kansas wind, ought to have a homestead for nothing, and a
But that same wind has developed the grace and muscle of the Kansas woman. Talk
your Puritans and Genestas! A more inspiring sight than
abotit your yachts

or buffalo chips, or

—

ocean ever saw,

is

a Kansas

woman

beating up Kansas avenue in the teeth of a roar-

ing gale.

But the worst is over; gone are border ruflians and drouth and privation: gone
and difficulty. The sunflowers are growing on the roof of the abandoned
dag-out and within the roofless walls of the old sod house. The claim is a farm with
broad green, or golden, or russet acres now. The family is sheltered in a stately
mansion now. Having brought Kansas about where she wanted it, the Kansas
woman is devoting attention to culture, to literature, to music, to art. She discusses

dann'er

to
the artists from Henry Worrall to Praxiteles; all the musicians from Nevada
belongs to
the piper who, according to Irish tradition, played before Moses. She
and inthe Kansas Social Science Club, and traverses the fields of human knowledge

all

vestigation,

ment.

from hired

In the

summer

most abstruse problems of society and govern-

girls to the

Long Branch and Saratoga, and is accompanied
Kansas, a girl who has caught in thft meshes of her hair

she goes to

by her daughter, born in
Kansas
the light of the Kansas sun, and in her eyes the violet shadow that girts the
sky at evening. With this beauteous companion she goes about the world, blessed
with that calm serenity which characterizes people who have an assured positioit-;
who do not want the earth, because they already possess all of it worth having. But
the frown of Juno, and
if you would disturb this dignified repose; if you would see
not
hear something like the thunder of Jupiter, just intimate to her that Kansas is
the best country in the world, or that it was ever anything else.
It

woman who was the
Long before there was

was a Kansas

Pike"s Peak.

first

of her sex to climb to the

a bridle-path

— much

less

summit of

a railroad

— she

clambered on her little woman's feet over rocks, through snows, up into the rare,
cold atmosphere
up higher than the bird's wing beats the air. up to the very crest,
and there saw what no woman's eyes ever saw before. And to-day in Kansas song
and story stands the Kansas woman. She has climbed through difficulties to the
reahns of the stars. Below her lower the dark clouds, and mutter the reverberating
thunders of civil strife; below her are the mists of doubt and difficulty; below her
are the cold snows and bleak winds of adversity; above her God's free heaven, and
before her Kansas as she shall be in the shining, golden to-morrow.

—

LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE COMMITl^EE OF ARRANGEMENTS.
FKOM J:X-GOVKRNoK

J.

M.

HARVEY.

London Bkidge, Virginia, January

22, 1886.

Secretary of Committee of Arrangements for Quarter-Centennial Celebration— Bk An
Sir: Please tender my thanks to the chairman and all the other members of tlie
committee, for the invitation to be present and participate in the celebration.
I

regret that feeble health

year, but I will be with

you

makes

it

impossible to travel so far at this time of the

in spirit, for I shall always rejoice in every thing that

tends to the honor and i)rosperity

ot,.

Kansas.

Very respectfully,

James M. Haevey.
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FROM HON.

R.

S.

HICK.

San Diego, Cal.., February 2. 1S>6.
Deae
Hon. F. G. Adams, Secretary Kansas Historical Society, Topeka. Kansas
Sib: I thank you for your kind letter of January 14:th, inclosing au invitation to the
quarter-centennial celebration at Topeka.
Owing to the demoralized condition of the roads and mails, it only reached me a
few days ago, but that made no difference; for while nothing would have pleased
me more than to have met with ray old friends in Kansas on that occasion, it would
have been impossible forme to have attended, even if I had received the invitation
in time; but I hope to be back in Kansas a month or two in the spring or early
R. S. HrcK.
summer. Very truly yours,

—

FROM SAM'L

K. FORSYTH.

Washington, D. C, January

—

15, 1SS5.

Deae Sie: I am in receipt
Secretary Committee of Arrangements, Topeka, Kansas
of your letter of invitation to attend the quarter-centennial celebration of Kansas.
Nothing would give me more pleasure than
that

it is

to be with you, but

my

business

is

so

not possible.

You can

rest assured that I

have a

full

of the event you are to celebrate.

appreciation of the historical importance
I

am

yours truly,

Samuel K. Fobsyth.

FROM

DR. W.

DAVIS.

R.

ViNLAND, Douglas Co.. Kansas, January 13. lS?i5.
Hon. D. R. Anthony, Gov. John A. Martin and others
Dear Sibs: Your cordial
invitation to me to be present and participate in the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
admission of Kansas into the Union, to be held at Topeka, has been received, and be
assured it will afford me great pleasure to be present and greet the surviving members and officers of that convention.
I remember affectionately and with high respect, the founders of our State and of
our civil and religious institutions
such men as Simpson. Burnett. Ingalls, John
A. Martin, Kingman, Greer, S. O. Thacher, Blood, Ritchie, Ross, and Burris.
Yours truly,
Weeteb R. Davis.

—

—

FROM GKO.
Hon.

F. G.

Adams. Topeka. Katisos

J5.

GILL.

— Dear

Afton, Iowa, January

*2o.

ISSS.

Sik: I see by the papers that the

twenty-fifth anniversary of the admission of Kansas
tal on the 29th of January.
If I remember correctly

to be celebrated at the Capiwas also on the 29th of January, 18,"j9, that John Brown bade a last and hurried farewell to Topeka, on his wst
north. It was the 31st that the passage across Spring creek, near Holton was made,
usually called "The Battle of the Spurs." I am almost certain that I am correct,
and unless some well-sustained record will place it on a different date. I will feel sure
that he left Topeka on the 29th of January, which if correct, might in some kind of
a theological way be construed into a coincidence.
Yours sincerely,
Geo. B. Gill.
[John Brown's Secretary of the Treasury.]
is

it

from EX-GOVEK.VOR CRAWFORD.
Washington, D. C. January 25. 1>S6.
Han. D. R. Anthony, Chairman of Committee on Quarter-Centennial CelehratioiK
My Dear Sie: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your kind invit^^-.ion

—
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and participate in the proceedings at the celebration of the twentyanniversary of the admission of Kansas into the Union.

to bo present
fifth
It

would afford

me

great pleasure to be with you on that occasion, and learn

anew

and achievements of our proud young- State, but
business of a pressing nature will prevent my coming.
The history of Kansas is the history of stirring, thrilling events. While the whole
North was in deep sleep, unconscious of danger, and in profound ignorance of the
movements of the powerful enemy. Kansas was awake: on the picket line, and first
the history,

trials,

tribulations

to sound the reveille. As her sons were brave and magnanimous in war, they have
proven themselves just and generous in peace. With open hearts and outstretched

hands, they welcomed to hospitable homes and good neighborhoods the people from
every State, North and South, and foreigners from every civilized countrv.
As a result, we have to-day a great State, composed of honest, intelligent, progressive, contented

and prosperous people; people who own

the facilities for educating their children; people

Government.
For these blessings we all should be thankful.

who

their

homes and have
and

are true to each other

loyal to their

Our people ought

and

to celebrate

rejoice over the magnificent structure which they, with their

own hands, have carved
out and erected in the midst of the '"Great American Desert."
With its institutions, its homes and farms, its schools, colleges and churches, its
roads and public buildings, its credit at home and abroad, the State of Kansas stands
prominently in the front rank of States, the pride and admiration of all. It has
many homeless people.
England, Ireland and Scotland, with a population of thirty-five millions, are said
to contain less than thirty thousand land-owners. Kansas, with a population of
welve hundred and fifty thousand, has more than two hundred thousand land-owners.
Kansas is a free State under a republican form of government; the other is a despotism, administered by despotic hands. Hence the difference. These things should
be kept steadily in view, and impressed upon the minds of future generations.
furnished homes to

I trust that this celebration may be j)reeminently successful, and go far toward
renewing the ties and friendships which have heretofore characterized our jJtople.
and made Kansas what it is.

With good wishes

for

all,

I

remain

FROM GKX.

»;.

Samuel

sincerely,

J.

Cbawfokd.

W. KARLING.

The Oneida Histoeical

Society.
Utica, N. Y., January 19. 1880.

D. R. Anthony, Efq., Chrurnian

power

—Dkkt.

Sir: I regret that

will

it

not be in

I
\

my

to accept

your courteous invitation to attend the celebration of the tw.;ntvfifth anniversary of the admission of Kansas into the Union, and to participate m
the proceedings. With thanks for the invitation, I remain yours respectfully,

W. Dakling,

C.

Covrespo)u1i)ig Secretary.

FROM

DR. CEO. W. BRoWX.

EocKEORD.

Gentlemen: Your kind

letter of

III..

January

the 11th instant, inviting

me

20. 1880.

to attend

tlie

twenty-fifth anniversary of the admission of Kansas into the Union as a State, and
participate in the proceedings, came duly to hand. Please accept my thanks for

your kind remembrance.
Having shared with you in
sas, to the close of the

all tlie events connected with the early history of Kangreat Rebellion, and subsequently watched from a distance
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the growth of the Ceutral Comraoiiwealth. with the interest akiu to that of the parent

me to extend to each of you. and to all my. old compatriot?,
hearty congratulation.s that you and they have sufvived to witness the grand

for a loved son, allow

my

consummaiion of our

and labors, to see its virgin soil densely popuand free people, uucorrupted by the blight of slav«:Ty.
and leading in the great refornts which mark the progress of the race, I ardently
wish circumstances were such as to enable me to be present on the interesting occasion, but they are not: so I must forego the pleasure.
I trust the convention will be a grand success, and hope many of the participants
in it will survive to share in the half-century celebration, and that the future growth
and prosperity of the State will be commensurate with that we have witnessed in the
early wi.^hes

lated with a great, prosperous

now

twenty-five years

Please convey to

closed.

all

the actors in your early history

my

assurance of high regards.

G. W. Bkown.

Sincerely yours,

Anthony,

Cols. D. R.

S.

N. Wood, and others.

FROM HON. THOS.

FKNLON.

P.

Leavenwokth, Kansas, January
D. R. Anthony. Esq., Chairman Quarter-Cenfennial Celebration
of the 11th

inst.,

inviting

me

this

Yours

to the tweuty-iifth anniversary of the admission of our

State into the Union, to be held at To}>eka on the 29th

you for

12. IBS'?.

— Deab Sib:

kind remembrance, and.

if

received. I thank
on hand and do what Ii::'.e

inst., is

possible, I will be

can to add to the festivities of that memorable anniversary.
I ren^ember well the 29th of January, 1861.
Tom Ewiug, Jim McCahon. my~elt
and others (I cannot now remember them all) took the old ••Kickapoo" cannon
about where you now live, and fired it time and time again in honor of our admission.
"Without regard to race, color or previous condition of servitude," and without reI

gard to

politics, I will

be glad to meet the old boys of the 29th of January. 18G1.
Truly yours.
Thos. P. Fenlo^.
FRO.M nOS. ^;AMUEL

House of

R.

PETERS.

Reprfsentati\t:.s. Washington, D. C, January 14. 18SR.

—

Committee of Arrangements. Topeka, Kansas
Gentlemen: I have your invitation
inst., asking me to be present at the Quarter-Centennial Celebration >.f
the admission of Kansas into the Union.

of the 9th

It

vent

would afford

my

going.

I

me

great pleasure to comply, but I fear

can assure you, however, that

the anticipated pleasure of this celebration, and were

ent without neglecting interests confided to

my

my

I realize the
it

duties here will pre-

importance as well as

possible for

care, I should

me

to be pres-

endeavor to be with

you.

The

contrast between 18*31 and now. in the condition of our country, as well as in

is most remarkable.
ernment successfully passed through its last
at least to some extent, an experiment.

the condition of Kansas,

When
people,

I

In

tlie last

crucial test.

twenty-tive years our G. v-

Prior to that time

it

w;-s.

take into consideration the virtue, intelligence, and advancement of our

that our existence as a Nation will be as lasting as time. In
securing this permanency. Kansas has wrought a very important part. Her progress, prosperity and wealth have been phenomenal. Her influence is felt everywhere,
I feel satisfied

and her future

is unclouded.
As the most visionary prophet fell far short of foretelling her wonderful progress in the first twenty-five years of her growth, so now the
most vivid imagination would fall short of portraying what the next twenty-^ve

years has in store for our beloved State.

Let us

all

discharge our various duties to the best of our ability, with an honts'
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tidelity,

and thereby
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assist in placing her at the very front of the

sisterhood of States in this Union.

Wishing you and

all

interested a pleasant and prutitable celebration.
I

am

very truly yours,

S. K.

Pktebs.

FROM HON. C. F. MANDKUSOX.
Senate Chambfk, Washington. January 1.". 1J>8G.
Gentlemen: I have your letMessrs. D. E. Anthony and others, Topeku. Kansas
ter of invitation to be present on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
admission of Kansas. The event certainly recalls to the memory of thousands, an
epoch in our history of great political significance, in the light, especially, of what
preceded and followed the coming of Kansas into the Union.
It would afford me pleasure to be with you and those who will attend, but my
ofiicial duties here will prevent, which I greatly regret.
Chaeles F. Mandekson.
Very respectfully,

—

FKOM

COLEMAN.
^
Goshen, N. J., January 2, 188G.
Deae Sir: Your invitation to attend the celD. R. Anthony, Esq., Chairman, d;c.
ebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the admission of Kansas into the Union
on the 29th day of January, inst., has been received.
R. C.

—

I

should be very

much

pleased to attend, but

duties will require

official

Orange county at that time.
The celebration of an anniversary of this event, so
must certainly prove a very interesting occasion. But
I remain yours,
self with reading an account of it.

me

to be

in

FROM JOHN DKOWX,

rich in liistorical incidents,
I shall

have to content my-

Coleman.

R. C.

.IK.

Put-in-Bay Island. Lake Erie,
Ottawa Co., Ohio, January

)

2.">.

18S().

\

— Gentlemen:

To Commitfre of Quarter-Centennial Celebration. Topeka. X'a/ii.a.s
Your invitation to attend the twenty-fifth anniversary of the admission of Kansas
into the Union awoke me out of a kind of "Rip-Van-Winkle'" sleep. Not in a cave
of the "Kauterskills,*' but in an island in Lake Erie, have I for a quarter of a century been dreaming?

was but yesterday since there assembled on the high ground south of the
body of resolute men. havmen full of maging. It seemed to me, more than an average share of intelligence
netic fire, not their lips merely, but their entire being "touched with a live coal from
off the altar of freedom;"' men whom neither swollen streams tilled with running
Surely

"Kaw

it

river," in a low, broad, two-story stone building a

—

nor threats of bodily harm, could hinder from meeting to do their duty in a legunder the Topeka Constitution.
Passing before my mental view, I see the leading men of those days, and though
military titles were plenty, and their honors borne with becoming modesty, the title
of "Honorable,"' suddenly acquired by a few of our citizens as representatives of the
people and authorized to sit as legislators on the upper or lower floors of that State
House, was a distinction felt, though it could not be seen. From the Senate Chamice,

islative capacity

I see the tall form of Henry J. Adams, he of dark complexion, clear-cut features
and bright eyes; of calm exterior, yet when speaking having the power of an oracle.
At that time in Topeka many were assembled who were members of the-tliiid
house;" yet, as all seemed desperately in earnest, it would be invidious to say who
were and who were not of the "'lionorables."' There was positive, impetuous S. N-

ber

Wood;

strong, deliberate, determined, energetic Captain

Sam. Walker;

the suuiu

-

in\i»^

'Aft

-.-.niliU"o''>
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ha.red. silver-tongued Martin F. Conway;
Father Tuton, of -'blne-jean. " memory;
John Speer, '-State Printer," anxiously working for
the common good: G. ^Y. Brown
of sumous nature and manner "child-like
and bland;" H. H. William^ who rather
than fail of being present and taking the
oath as a legislator under the Topeka
Constitution, made the entire journey on foot
from the valley of the Pottawatomie
to Topeka. and returned by the same
conveyance, as I have good reason to know:
Charles A. Foster, and 0. C. Brown, of Osawatomie,
and David Starr Hoyt. soon afterwards stealthily killed on the Wakarusa.
Time and space will not allow of my wandering far
from

the pretty hamlet which
General Lane, on the occasion of his being
elected with Governor Reeder, United
States Senator, under the Topeka
Constitution, in an open-air speech near the
Garvey House, called the ' beautiful city of
Topeko."
Yes, as "the chromos are turned on,"
there comes into view the "Garvey House"
and Its proprietor, E. C. K. Garvey, the plump,
rosy,

garrulous little Irishman. His
house was the headquarters of what Lane
called "skulldug^^ery."
The night before the election of Lane as Senator,
he askld me to come to his room
'^' ^'''''''
^"^ *^' 'i^'-l^n^'*^ of midnight, (for he lighted no lamp,) he

_

iaid

"Brown,

I

want

to talk with you,

and as we must not be heard, come

and lie down
my bed here, with me. Now, Brown, I know you and
you know me, and you know
I am not the man to forget my
friends.
To come to the point at once. I ^ant you
to vote for me to-morrow."
I replied: "I am sorry, General
Lane, that you have said this, for it

on

looks as

if
you suppose I am in the market for sale."
"Excuse me," he said; "I should have been more
thoughtful; have -von anything
o
against me that would deprive me of
your vote?
"Gen. Lane, I will f.ankly tell you t'hat I have
not, at least during a part of our
acquaintance, had a good opinion of you "
••Why?"
•

"Well, do you

remember the speech you made last summer in
that, •so far as the rights of property
are concerned. I
a negro and a mule."
I heard you say that."
" Well. Brown. Fve felt like kicking
myself ever since "

you said
between

Lawrence, in which

know no

difference

you here, that James H. Laue would get
my vote to-morrow."
He threw his arms around me and hugged me
like a brother.
|- Brown, you are
a man after my own heart, and I
want you in our secret order."
s It the same tl.at G. W. Brown
gave my brother and me some knowledge
of
last tall, soon after Barker
was killed? "
"I don-t know, but you are just the
man I want. Now. Brown, stand up. and I
.11 pu you through the first
degree; but before proceeding I wiU
explain its objects
and obligations, from which you can
conscientiously join
our order

well^i
wel
in'th
a> in
the ,Tf'
ight:

''' ,"^^-'--^'^ *h«short, to make each

m

*•>

-cognize each other

Its

in

object

i.

the dark as

member of the order know the other and
make him fee that the other is in full
sympathy with him. and can be depended
upon under all circumstances to aid
to the best of his ability in
promotfn. the
cominon cause, which is to save Kansas
from the curse of slavery. You can'le
a

:2JZ^J^'''

''—^'

''''

--

--« -

- -'>

oth^-s shoulders;

J^

"Yes, ves."

"Of course you

d,..

Upon

honor, I assure yo„. that a

man who

loves freedom.

'
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and the government of his fatheri^- will find notliing in this order to
Are you ready for the obligation':"'
''Yes; but wait a moment.
Do Governor Kobinson, and our other good and true

his country,

object

to.

men belong
little."

chiefly,

to or favor this, as G.

W, Brown did

last fall?"

yon everything pertainirsg to the order at this stage. Wait a
He said: " Robinson, and others I might name, are all right, but working
(as I understood hiiu,) in the higher decrees."

'•Well, I

cannot

tell

"I am ready, I said."
Never can I forget the weird eloquence of hi:^ whisper as he breathed into my ear
the words of the ritual of the first degree of the order, gave me its sign, grip and
password, and its grand hailing-sign of distress, which in the night-time was
"Ho Kan-s-a-s," uttered in loud voice, with accent on the last syllable, long drawn
!

out.

Next morning he duly invested me with the emblem of
narrow, black rilibon. worn in the button-hole of

my

tlie shirt-collar.

degree, which was a

He

added.

"When

you return home, begin at once the work of oiganiziug in your own neighborhood."
My rifle company, previously organized, of nuen living on Pottavratomie creek and
vicinity, a few miles from Osawatomie, met fo? drill near an old log house not far
from Partridge's, on a claim, I believe, of Judge James Hanway. In that old log
house we deposited our arms and adjourned in a body to attend the opening of Judge
Cato's court, held at Dutch Henry's house. After his charge to the grand jury we all
returned and resumed our drilling exercises near that old log hut. a picture of which
(misnamed "John Brown's cabin") Governor St. John presented to me in the Governor's room in the State House at Topeka, in the summer of 1879. when I was there
in the interests of the colored refugees from the South.
At that drilling exercise father was present. He, Judge Hanway. James Townsley.
my brother and brother-in-law, William Thompson, August Bondi, (and his near
friend, whose name I cannot this moment ret-uU.) the Partridges, H. H. Williams,
€(jchrane and otliers, were then members of my company, having signed my musterroll soon after the adjournment of the Topeka Legislature.
At the close of the drill I said to several of my men that I wanted to see thera
privately in a ravine in the woods, (I think it was a little northeast of the house
where William Partridge, his wife and his sister Mary Partridge lived:) and one at a
time I initiated them into that eminently practical order, whose animating spirit
was General James H. Lane.
That order in its infancy (it had no other life) died of inanition, through lack
of being properly nourished by the then Major General of Kansas Volunteers."
After the ball held in the chamber of the lower house, which Latte and many even
from Lawrence attended, (headed by a delegation of Stubs'" known also as "Company A.") I saw him no more. He had my heart and hand: he has them still; I would
'•

••

not be divorced.

Where

shall I stop reeling off these threads

of reminiscences?

I will close

ferring to one incident merely, which I ought Ui mention as a testimony to

ex-Governor Robinson.

by

re-

my friend

Around him in those days there lingered a subtle air of mysyoung men and to most women, and well calculated to infrom exj^erience. After thirty years. I Ciinnot even now, in

tery quite captivating to

spire devotion.

some

I

write

some heart-throbs of old-time loyalty.
unrequited love for him, alas, is not singular in ha,-ving ''wasted its fragrance
on the desert air." With vivid clearness, I recall my emotions on meeting Governor
Robinson within a few hours after my» release on hail as treason prisoner, at Lecoiiip-

spite of

part of that experience, check

My

Judge Lecompte.
met on the east side of Massachusetts

tou, by
VS'e

street in Lawrence, nearly opposite
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where Mr. Thacher
south, I north

(I believe)

published a paper in 1879.

— he on the sidewalk.

I

on the

street,

Gov. Robinson was

when he

goingj^

hailed me, saying:

"John, stop a minute: I've some m<iney f<ir you."
He then handed to me a twenty-dollar gold-piece.
I said,

"How

does this happen?"

come to me from the East to aid needy Free-State people,
you and the rest of us, and I don't know of anybody to whom it would likely be of
more use than to you and some of your folks."
"I certainly feel very grateful to some one," I said, "and if you know who it is
that has sent the money, please let him or her know of my gratitude; I will step in
and write you a receipt for this money."
"No, I haven't time now; it's all right as it is, and you need not bother your head
"It's

about

money

that has

it."

Perhaps my venerable friend has to me and to others often done good by stealth.
taking no receipt, on the principle "Let not your left hand know what your right
hand doeth." However, it affords me a genuine pleasure to let it be known even to
the new generation, where twenty dollars went of that fund of which Gov. Charles
Robinson (under the Topeka Constitation) had the handling. I would also hereby
acknowledge the receipt of sundry "blessings" from my Governor Robinson, ail of
which, I trust, are duly appreciated. I am sure that I would not willingly deprive
my old-time idol of even the least jewel in his crown: for towards him in his declining years, I cherish no animosity, but instead will ever keep in view the Governor
Robiirson as he appeared to me in my days of unsophisticated greenness.
In the spring of lS6l* I had the privilege of looking from Mount Oread, near Lawrence, over the valleys of the Kaw and Wakarusa, and again from the same standpoint in 1879, seventeen years later. What may have been the growth of Kansas in
seven years, since I was there last, I can only judge by comparing the Kansas of
18r>6 with that of 1879, covering a period of twenty-three years.
When I saw her
last her "gates were ajar" to the colored refugees from the South, many of whom
(from the mud and filth where for a time they were compelled to tarry outside the
walls) caught only a glimpse of their Canaan, and closed their eyes forever.
Truly, "the destruction of the poor is their poverty."
Thanks to the Infiuite Providence, the priests and Levites were outnumbered
by the Samaritans. Some of these, notably Governor St. John. Chief Justice Horton, F. G. Adams, the CoDunomvealth newspaper, J. C. Hebbard and others, it was my
privilege to know and to never forget.
Permit me in conclusion to off er this sentiment: Wondkkful! Globious Kansas!
her phenomenal success, the natural fruit of the tree of righteousness, planted and growing

in.

John Brown.

Iter soil.

FKOM

IIOX. P.

I'.

Je.

WILCOX.
Den'vek. Col., January 24th, 1S8G.

To D. R. Anthony. Chninnan; F. G. Adams, Secretary; S. N. Wood, John Martin and
Gentlemen: I have received your invitation to be present at
the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the admission of Kansas into the
Union, to be held at Topeka on the 29th instant, and regret that my engagements
are such as to render my acceptance impossible.
But though I cannot be with you in person, I beg to assure you that I shall be no

others of Coiiuiiittee

more

—

and the old friends who will clasp hands -and mingle conI am of the stirring events in which they and I
were actors, and through whose successful issue, a State was founded in the wilderness and has grown to conspicuous prominence and intiuenee in the great sisterforgetful of the day,

gratulations on that occasion, than

hood.

QUAKTfJK-CEXTENNIAL CELEBRATION.
Pardon the pride of a pioneer of '55 which prompts me to recall some of the
experiences of those early days. I went from Missouri to Atchison, Kansas, in company with about live hundred other Democrats, on the 80th of March. 1^5."), to a-sist
a scattered population in depositing a sufficient number of votes to make the numerical

strength of the Territory appear respectable, possibly to help the cause of
but liiuliug the country in that vicinity very attractive. I devoted
little

slavery a

:

the day to locating a claim adjoining the town-site, and through my eagerness to
become the owner of IGO acres of the public domain, I lost the chance to do some of

the tallest voting ever heard of at any other election in the history of Missouri.
Although at that time Atchison could scarcely boast a single permanent citizen,
there were about .3.500 votes in that precinct that day, and I am quite certain the
number of votes cast represented the majority, as I heard of no one being killed.
On the 7th day of May following, I removed to my claim, and from that time
until 18G0 I took

an active part in the political

affairs of the Territory,

helping to

undo what the Pro-Slavery invasion, of which I had been in some measure a part,
had accomplished at that election. I remained long enough to see freedom estabLeaving
lished, and Kansas, on the high road to her present wonderful prosperity.
her, I only went out from the mother to assist in rearing her child, in whose vigorous growth my early hopes have been fully realized. And now, from my mountain
home in Colorado. I send greeting to the friends of my earlier years on the plains
of Kansas, congratulating "Border-Kuffians" and "Jayhawkers" alike on the prosperity wrought by their efforts, and the harmony and good-will that now prevail

among them.
P. P. Wilcox.

Very respectfully,

FROM FUAXK

K.

SAXBOKN.
CoNCOKP, Mass., January

To

thf Quarter-Centennial Celebration Committee, Tojieka,

Your note of the 11th

inst.,

inviting

me

Kansas

25. IjisO.

— GE^"TLEMF^•:

to participate in the celebration of the ad-

mission of Kansas into the Union, on the 'jyth. found me too much occupied witli
engagements to accept the invitation, as I would gladly have done.
I remember that event well, and for three or four years previous had been doing
what I could to secure the admission of Kansas as a Free State. That victory was
all that it cost, and without it the great contest for freedom in the civil war
might have had a different immediate issue, though none can doubt that slavery
would have died at last. Its first deadly wound was given on the prairies of Kansas
I thank
in 185(>; though a four-years war was necessary to complete its destruction.
God that I had some share in piercing its rhinoceros hide, when it was trampling
down the rights of white men in Kansas, with the National Government du-ing what
I thank God that John Brt.>wn
it could to help the beast, and hold its victims still.
and other brave men were on the spot to chase and finally to drive him back into the
Platte Purchase, where he was hunted to death a few years later by General Lane and
the Union soldiers. It was no time for moral suasion, and I rejoice that the men of
Kansas did not rely upon that alone, nor upon political management; but were ready
to fight for their cabins and their ideas. The result is, that you have a State where
freedom means something to every citizen, and a history of which you have a right
to be proud.
I have seen some recent attempts to write this history in such a way
that if the historian told the truth, you ought to be ashamed of yourselves; but it is
easier for one man to be mistaken than for a whole people to be in ignorance of
their own annals; and I look to the men who have known Kansas from tirst to last,
of whom there are many still living, for such a history of Kansas as shall be good

worth

reading for you and for me, and for our children after

us.
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Snch gatherincTS as that of the 2Dthin!*tant will promote the work of the historian.
and give a new impulse to your excellent Historical Society, which' is doing so n:nch
good work. I am indebted to it for many agreeable hours when I visited Kansas in
1882, and I shall never cease to be interested in all the institutions of your noble
State.

Truly yours,

FROM GEX. W.

T.

F. B. Sanboek.

SHERMAN.

912 Garrison Avenue, St. Louis. Mo., January 27, 18?6.
Col. D. R. Anthonii. Leavenworth. Kansas
My Deae Friend: I was very much
gratified yesterday by the receipt of your kind letter of the 25th. inclosing me a
certificate of membership of the State Historical Society, and by you will assure the

—

members

thereof that I appreciate the honor, and would be only too
it at all practicable.

happy

to share

in their meeeting. were

It seems to me but yesterday when all of Kansas was occupied by Indians,
except
Leavenworth Fort and a few missions, and now it ranks among the first of the foodproducing States of our Union. Even yet the great mass of our people hardly recognize the magical change wrought in the past thirty-five years. Yet little by little
the truth will be made manifest, and the pioneers or their children will realize that
they have been rewarded for the toil and trials of 1855-6, as also the more serious

struggle of 1S61-5.

Last summer Mr. Bayard. Secretary of State, who had just come from your Stare
University, at Lawrence, where he had made an oration, asked me in the presence of
several gentlemen, if I had ever been there, and if I had ever seen a more beautiful
rural landscape than the one from the college hill up the valley of the Wakarusa?
Of course I had been there many times, and admitted it was, beyond question, a
most lovely view, justly entitled to a fair comparison with that from Pilot Knob,
near Leavenworth: that from the Soldiers" Home, at Washington, looking down the
Potomac; or, the most famous of all. that looking up the Valley of the Thames from
Richmond Hill, above London.
Wishing you and your association all honor, and again thanking you for the valued compliment,
I am sincerely your friend,

W. T. Shekman.

FROM

HON-, p. B.

PLUMB.

Senate Chamber, Washington, January
Col. D. R.

Anthony, Hon. John Martin. Hon. A. H. Horton. and

—

25. 18S6.

others. Committee, tto.,

Topeka, Kansas
Gentlemen: Your invitation to participate in the exercises which
you have arranged for the 29th inst., I woald gladly take advantage of did not the
stress of oflicial duties imperatively forbid.

The event

to be

commemorated properly

holds the

first

place

among

the

number-

less stirring incidents

which have punctuated the history of Kansas. Many of these
will doubtless be vividly recalled by distinguished men who bore a
part in them, and
the result of your deliberations will necessarily be to brighten and
perpetuate historical associations of great value.

The rapidity with which momentous results and conspicuous achievements succeed each other, and the wonderful developments that are compassed within
a
comparatively brief period, are emphasized by the fact that many of the men who
participated most notably in the struggles which preceded the formal establishment
of the commonwealth are yet either in the meridian of life or but little advancf
d
beyond it.
The earlier history of Kansas is as unique as its later annals have been singojar
in their record of
trials of

those

first

successful progress. The influence uf the local contentions and
years pervaded the whole country, divided political parties, fanned
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partisan excitemeut to an unparalleled pitch, and planted the seeds of civil war, so
formidable as to astonish the world. And when those local trials were happily ended
by the act of admission, the prophecy of Mr. Sumner was fultilled, and Kansas be-

came indeed
It

was a

a "ministering angel to the Republic."

felicitous preference

infant State a

which selected as the

man whose devotion

conspicuous, and

who had

first

Chief Magistrate

<>f

tlie

Freedom had been consistently
devotion by personal dangers and sacritices;

to the interests of

attested that

be denied that each one in the lengthening line of his successors has guided
the commonwealth not only safely through dangers, but by prudently progressive
steps has led her towards the realization of the dreams of a model hovernment.

nor can

I

that

it

cannot doubt that your meeting
I

will

prove eminently successful, and

enjoyment of the occasion
Very truly yours,

canixot personally share in the

found.

is

my

regret

earnest and proP. B. Pi.uiiB.

FROM FRED. I.AW OLMSTED.
F, G.

permit

Adams,

me

Secretai-]/

— Deak Sie:

I

Beooklink, Mass., Jaunuary 15, 186G.
regret that my engagements will not

much

the pleasure of attending the celebration of the twenty-tifth anniversary

of the admission of Kansas into the Union, to which

I have had the honor to be inon behalf of the committee of arrangements.
Very respectfully.
Feed. Law Olmsied.

vited by your note of the 11th inst.
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bv Hoi.
-Sl^.
N.Wood, 238

mentioned by John Brown Ir.V
mentioned by Lieutenant Gov-

,

Coiiding, J.

S.,

.Tllid,

Cotlly, A.

;;••;,•••;"••,••
'iiC'lby s.

hi

Death of referred to
i>2
Clark, E. W., mentioned bv Gov. Reeder in his
diary
;
jg
Clark, Gov. William, of Lewis and Clark's exploring expedition, mentioned
$7
Clark, John, commissioned Countv Commis'
sioner
93
Clark, J. J., judge of second election
62
Clark, Robert, commissioned Colonel
S2

.".'

Martin

.T

•2S>J

•>:iO

..,."

'..

Catrfll, .lolm X., coiumissioned constable
~95
Cetisus and enuiueraiion of voters, by Gov.

<'haffc.II.>:i.c.r,,anu'!.d
Chalk deposits in Kansas

^o^

'

Quarter-Centennial Celebration
..
>M
Horace H., mentioned bv D.W. Wilder, 214

Catiiolic missions, Indian, mentioned by Dr.
McCabe
230
Cato, Judtre Sterling G.'.'"at"Topeka.' Julv 4th,
iNit., at the dispersal
of the Free-State Leu'is"
lature
jog

Keider, appointment of persons to take
( ensus, otiicial returns of above
Censuses of Kansas, facts of, stated by Gov.

^

mentioned bv Dr.

McCabe

Clark, A.

"

jr..!"..'.'..!.'.".........

S.

in Kansas,

Clatiin,

Mciab

Meulioii.d by John Urown

judge of second election, March

.

"

abe

2J3
L.,

is.5.5

McCabe

Catholic churches iu Kansas, statistics ofrgiveii
.Mc(

li
64
96

given by Dr. SlcCabe
233
ilentiruied bv Governor Martin ..
lai
Cities of Kan.sas, address of C. K. Hollidav at

047
Lewis, Secretary of State, instructions
piven by to Governors Stanton and Denver... 1.57
Cassedy, (ieortrt- W., commissioned Commisler of
117
Cath.
•chi :h, tirst in Kansas, mentioned by
Iir.

i>2

election
30, 185-5

Statistics of,

Cass,

by Dr.

tirst

March

county
Chudys, W.

224

TD^

by Governor Reeder

Prc-Tenitorial era
Territorial era, lS.54-6r.
The era of the civil war, 1861-65
The era 01 [joace, 186-5-85. ,
Characteristics of.
Names of denominations given

pf^'oe
130
Case, Geo. H., mentioned by Lieut. Gov. Riddle, 224
Case, John G., commissioned Lieutenant
129
Caslee, Anderson, commissioned Coroner An-

derson county
Senator 'Lewis,

2SI

Ama-

Churches of Kansas, address of Rev. Dr. McCabe at the tiuarter-Centennial Celebration,

207

.'

Thacher

Dr.

tiv

ij.,

I-'.

commissioned Paymaster
117
(^arson, Thos. J., commissioned constable
99
Carter, James, commissioned justice of the

Cass,

mentioned

of the steamboat

Christian, James, commissioned County Clerk..
Resignation of
Christoson, M., commissioned Clerk, Jetferson

30,

169

P.,

M.,
,

election,

Church buildings

^Pe-'te
.51,
52
Carpenter, John C, mentioned by Lieut. Gov
Riddle
222, 223
Carpenter, Louis, mentioned bv Chief Justice
Ilorton
199 ooi
Carr, J.

71
J.

;

Judge of

Minneola, mention

mentioned by C. K. Hollidav....
Location of, at Topeka, mentioned by T. I).
Thacher
Capitol, Slate, mentioned by Lieut.Gov. Riddle,
Completion of east a'nd west wings of,
mentioned by Lieut. Gov. Riddle
222,
Carnes, Adam, commissioned justice of the
Capital, State,

1855

.30,

Chiviugton, Rev.
zon, mention of

250

11.3

Alex. Caldwell
;. 264
Chestnut, William, judgeofsecondeiection... 63, 73
Cheyenne Countv 'Rustler," newspaper mentioned by D. W. Wilder
213
Chitington, L. H., judge of second election

Chouteau, Cyprain, judge

96
44
86
So

48
62

":
Robinson
177
Chase, Gov. Salmon P., alluded to bv Governor
'
Stanton
1.59
Cherokee county coal mines, mentioned bv

;

.'.

Leavenwonh,

41

Election at house of.
T. A., commissioned Coroner, Jelferson county
Charleston Mercury, quoted bv ex-Governor

Chouteau, Captain

'_

to .--haivnee Mission, Nov. 24, \S'A,
Pawnee, Julv 2d, ISm
ReturnedtoShawneeMission, July 12,1 sn5,
Attempt to establish at Minneola, mention

ll-i

McCabe

Cannon, "Old Sacramento," mentioned bv ij.
F. Simpson
193
Cannon, taken from Lexington to Lecompton
in May, I8.ri6, mention of by Gov. Reeder
21
Cannon, at Lawrence in Mav, 1856, mentioned
by Gov. Reeder
16
Capital of the Territory, established tempora-

Removed

ui'
appointed judge of tirst

Chapman,

March

;

218

Establi.shed at

B.,

election, Xov. 29, 1S.54
Vote cast for as Delegate to Congress, tirst
Territorial election
T

.'

,

'

Cannon, Kickapoo, mentioned by Thomas P.
Fen Ion
270
Cannon, "Oid Kickapoo," mentioned by 1). R.

rily at Fort

f2

!

j

in, alluded to bv Gov. Stanton
158
city of, mentioned bv C K. Hollidav, 206
Caiitield, \Vm. H., mentioned bv Chief Justice

Anthony

78

Th,

till,

Assessor, Douglas county

turns

Honon

1S,").5

Chapman, Dr. John

I

Canema,

"

Chandler, Richard, commissioned Lieutenant, 1S4

Judge of second election, March :iO, IS.55....
Chapman, Edward, candidate, election of Mar

'

18.55

:^L,

27-3

224

candidate, election of

March

INDEX.
Coffey, A. yi.—ConUuued:
C'laims hU eliection

Coon Point, mentioned by

member

as

S. K. Woot.1
t'ruards," mentiofied
1S.5,
Copeland, Elias, commissioned justice of the
peace
Philip,
comiiiissioned
Lieutenant
Coi)|jle,
Cora, H. B., judge of second election
^".l,
Cordley, Itev. Dr. Richard, address nf, at (Quarter-Centennial Celebration
Corlew, James, commissioned constable
Corrals of wagon trains, mentioned bv Alex.
Caldwell
Corwin, Governor Thomas, mentioned
Council Tiistricts established by Gov. Reeder...
41. 63,
Council Grove Mission, elections at

"Coote

of the

Council

79

Coiiimissionid Major General
02
114
Cole, (ieortje H., commissioned .Major
Coleman, Franklin M., commissioned justice
98
of the peace
His killingof Dow, referred to by Governor

Shannon

100

242
>rentionecl by John Speer
Coleman, Roswell C, letter of, to Quarter271
Centennial Celebration
Committee, investigation of the contested election of Keeder ana Whitfield, mentioned...... 11
Committee of Arrangements, Quarter-Centen267
nial Celebration, letters received by
Common -chool.-<, Kansas, statistics ol, given by
Dr. Cordley

'.

County officers commissioned in 1*.55 and lS5o,
under the laws of the first Territorial Legislature

229

'.

112

218

by Governor Reeder
Governor Reeder's account of proceedincs

274
by John Brown jr
Coiiant,
at Kansas City, in May, ISoG,
spoken of by Governor Reeder
23
Conference, First M. £., in Kansas, mentioned
bv Dr. .Mdabe
231
Wilder,
D.W.
214
Con'gdon, Chas. T., mentioned by
,

Conger, David, atfilavit
of election of

March

of,

concerning returns
70

30, 18o.5

Congregational hurch, first, in Kansas, mentioned by Dr. Mcral)e
Congregational Church, Topeka, referred toby
Lieut.Gov. Pad.lle
Congress, Delegate to. declared elected
49,
Congressional Investii,'ating Committee, 1856,
mentioned by Geo. C. Brackett
Gov.Reeder's references to, in his diary ....11,
Connell, .lesse, commissioned Captain
Connelley, Thos., commissioned Surveyor of

I

<

Dougla-- county

231
21S
9S

'.

31

13
135

Conservative, Leavenworth Daily, mentioned

Anthony
Constitution, amendments
B. F.Simpson
by

D. R.

.'

mentioned by

to,

:

Allen county
9>,
Anderson county
9:5, 111,
.
Araphoe count v
Atchison county
92, 95, lin, \%\,
Bourbon county
93, 9.i,
Calhoun county [Jackson]
93, 97,
Davis county
Doniphan countv
92. 96, 9*.
Douglas county..".
93,96,97, 111, 112, 11\
Franklin county
93,
Jefferson county
92. 113,
93. 9i,
Johnson county
Leavenworth county
93. 9<,
Linn county
113,
Lykins county [Miami]
03,
ifadison countv
93, lOo,
Marshall county
93,96, r2-2,
93, ';«;,
Xemaha county
Riley county
93, 97, 113,
93. 91, 97.
Shawnee county
Courts, Territorial,' terms of, first established

Common weaith, newspaper, Topeka, mentioned

—

283

of
196

Cowden, D. W., commissioned County Commis-

Constitution Hall, alluded to, by Lieut. Gov.
Riddle
221
Constitution, Leavenworth, account of, by T.
D. Thacher
-5, 249
Constitution, Topeka, account of, by T. D.
Thacher
243
Constitution of Kansas: Address of Benjamin
F. Simpson, at ijuarter-Centennial Celebration
193
Constitutionsof Kansas, The Rejected: .Address
of T. D. Thacher, at the (iuarter-Centeunial
Celebration
244
Constitution, Lecompton, account of, by T. D.
Thacher
250
Contested election of Delegate to Congress,
Reeder and Whittield
11
Contested elections, rules for, prescribed by

sioner
Cox, Henry, commissioned as justice of the
peace
Cox, Horatio, judge of second election, March
.30,

sioner

Cramer, S. J., not in county
Cramer, Thomas J. B., judge of secoml election. March :R
Commissioned Territorial Treasurer
'.

l.8.=i.5

.'

Governor Reeder

43, GG,

84

Converse, J. >!., steamboat, mentionetl by Gov"
ernor llteder
Mentioned by George C. Brackett

23
32

Conway, >rartin F., mentioned
At Kansas Citv, in Mav, Is.iG
Appointed fon.-us taki'r
Mentioned by T. D. Thacher
Mentioned by John Brown jr
Mentioned !)>• John Speer
Candidate, election of March 30,
Protest

of,

30, 1.8.5.=!
"Cook, Col.,"

Couiniissioned Inspector General
Crane, C. H., votes for, election of >rarch

dle

Crane's Hotel, at I'rankiin, burningo'dreierred
to by Acting (invernor Woorlson
Cranmcr, Jonathan J., appointed judge of first
;
election, Xovcnibor 29, 185-'
Commissioned justice of the peace
Crawford. ex-Gov. Samuel J., letter of, to Quarter-Cenfennial Celebration
Crawford countv coal mines, mentioned by
Alex. Caldwell
Crichton, J. H., mentioned bv Lieut. Gov. Rid-

248
272
241
74,
80

•ZiC-.,

March

spoken of by Acting Governor
Woodson, as a ciignonien of (Jen. James H.

Co'jk.

John

E.,

mentioned by e.x-tiovernor
'

180

Cooke, G. 'nigral Philip .'^t. (leorge, letter of,
July 1, IW., to acting Governor Woodson.... 127
Renui-ition up..n, by Acting fiovcrnor
WtMjdson, .\ugiist 2.-*, 1S.5G, tor posse to
aid in exfcuiiug writs
i:j4
Refusal of. t.. I. b.v .\,-iuii:G,,\,.rn..rWo.,dson'-^onlert.. inv.^t I'Mii.ka, and disarnj
insurrecti..nijt>arid a'_'t:r..->-i%-e invaders,
level to the i.;round all breastworks,
etc
136

and

fort.s, fiirtiticalions,

222,
dle
Crockett, .fackson, comuii-isioneil constable
Crockett, Peter, coram i-isioned Coroner
Commissioned justice of the peace
Cronklitt.
menfinned
Crops of Kansas, statistics of, given by Gov.
.'.

ms, 144

Robins<in

'

'.

76

I-^ne

.....'

Crane, Samuel, commissioned justice of the

21

lS.5.i

Sil,

1855

24

."

oi,

Crane, R. M., mentioned bv Lieut. Gov. Rid-

5.5

against election returns,

IS.5.5

Cozim, Gant, commissioned Surveyor, Jefferson county....
Cramer, S. J., commissioned County Commis-

]
'

,

Martin
Crosl.v, R. H.,

mentioned bv T.

0.

Thacher

Cro-by, William, mentioned bv T. D. Thacher,
Crowder, Thomas .M., commissi'>ned notary
Croys.hile, D. L., mentioned
^
<'andidate, election of March :^o. -I*"!")
Crozier, Robert, mentioiied bv Chiff .Justice

Horton

'

:

-STATE HISTOETCAL SOCIETY.

284

Cuddy, William, commissioned County Com-

1

missioner

9:?

Resitrnatinn of
97
Cummitii.'s. J. F., mentioned by T. D. Thaclier, 240
Ciimiiiin^'s I'. P., coumiis.-ioned sheritt'.
93
Ciinimin.-<, Kotiert A., judtje of second election,

Marcli

:'•".

ix"))

Denver, Gov. James W.—Conlinued:
His position on the Lecompton Constitu-

'
I

^t.ion

69

Cunnin.'liiuii, Alfred, commissioned constable...

Ho>i-natioa uf

|

44

.-.

G.S

Currier, (/yriis F., mentioned by Gov. Denver, 171
Cutler, (ienr^'e A., mentioned by T. D.Thacher, 248
Candidate, election of March 30, l.s,).}
76
Cyclopedia of Political .Science, quoted by exGovernor Robinson
178, 179

I

I

I

Dana. Chas.

A., mentioned bv D. W. Wilder... 214
Danford, A., mentioned by Lieut. Gov. Kiddle, 221
Daniel, Peter V., Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the U. S., mentioned
34
Dariran, J. W., commis>ioned Major
13.5
Darlinii:, C. W., letter of, to Quarier-Centennijfl
Celebration
okq
;G9

De
De

I

95
I

99

j

,

Reeder

I

2G

Davis, I^aac, candidate, election of

March

SO,

g

Mentioned by Gov. Robinson
.'..177J 179
Davis, J. R, judge of second election, March
3<\

I8.5.J

stitution
Tociiueville,

to the

of,

Quarter-

Davis county otiicers, in 1.S.3.5-.56
Davidson, Jo.<eph, mentioned
Davi.lson,

Wesley

Donaldson, William

S.,

battery ni.ide a-ainst. before Gov. Reeder

Day,

.1.

Doualson, Channcev
|

37

mentioned
Harvey, commissioned justice of the
L.,

peace:

i

iS9
j

'

43

Re.siguation

'

,=i4

Dayton, city of, mentioned bv C. K. Holliday.. 2m;
Dean, Charles, jud;.'e of second election, 1S.V>.... i;:{
Deitzler, (ieo. U'., mentioned bv Gov. Denver J71
Mentioned by T. D. Thacher
2.=>.5
Mentioned by S. N. Wood
2.^S
"
Mentioned
John
•>42
Speer
Delahay, .Mark W., mentioned bv Chief Justice
^%'"':'°:
202
yr-^-::y;:y:-;

:

'

M^nll::^:^!;;:^,:^-^^!;^^^

l\\
248

I

grandjury
t

at,

De

at,

men-

1

I

I

I

•_

\

I

'

i

."

H.smentionot

:

21

P',;.

bill...

U!9

of the county in the vears
qi qn o<;
^-''^'^-

.

nr
|Jl

2]3

Mentioned in Governor Reedors biography
7
Mentioned by Governor Stanton
l.^y
Mentioned by T. D. Thacher
247, 25.5
Douglass, Fred, mentioned by D.
Wilder... 217
Doutijas City, menlioned by C. K. Hollidav
205

W

mentioned'

Douglas county,

otlicers in 185.5-51)

Dow, Charles W.,

41

.'.

03,

arrest

of,

'.»(,

97

Sjieer

mentioned 'bv
John'
'
-y^-y

Dow,

j

•

a lerntniial militia

'

otlicers

'

IG7

and Acting

Account given by hiiuof the Leavenworth
Con.stUutional Convention law
no

'

!

:',,

168

S.'

"Doniphan Tisers?me"n'tio;,ed
I>*^"«'=^>^"^Pl>?VA.,mS,l^tyJohnSpe:T;

ICIectioii at,
;

September
l.ss4
167
His addre.-s oniered to be published
14G
(omnii.-sioned Governor of Kansas Terri-

ntonat Legislature, 1-.5.S
His arcomu o. the .Mniueola capital

,

^ men" men

X. Wood
Doniphan precinct, second eiecVion,"March"3u
tioned bv

.'

Sfanton
jg.,
'
Denver. Gov. James W., mention of, by Governor Stanton
j37
Mentioned by T. D. Thacher.'.'.'.'.'.'.''.;;!;;;;^;;;; 250
Addr-'-- dflivered by, at the Old Settlers'
.\I>;t?tiiig,
Bismarck Grove, Lawrence,

•
! 107
His account of proceedings of KansasTer-

and
1:3.5

'SettienVenrofi'b;-' ProlsiaVerV

18,15-18.50...
I

''^^•'^-

„?'^'

Deputv

Donalson, .lohn, commissioned Captain
114
Candidate, election of March :;ii, 1?.5.5
74
Commissioned Auditor of t'ul die Account-, 'M
Doniphan, Ja
commissioned I'robat

Doniphan,

^^
2.55

Governor of the Territorv, Iiecember

1^4

i'^"^

13

A
'vS.:!.';.':""'!:'^"-"""""""'^
o Democratic party, its fatal'pol'icy'on'Vhe" Le- "'"
compton Constitution, referred to bv Gov

tory, .May 1.', is,5s
^V-ssumes otiice as .'Secretary

yo

rk..

^-!P>-n,townot;memionedbyc;K:Ho^
|

\

men-

on"ed bv
.''^fv^rno^ ^'fcder in lusdiarv,
''0^<^'^""r
•

as

I

Delaw.irecity,ment.oned by C. K.Holliday..20fl, 207

Delaware Company," mentioned
elaw^re V;'^'"f,t''^Ii„°r''''7''^-i
Delawa
elaware
Cros^iii?,
election frauds
tioned by l.D. Thacher

B., qualifies

2!'0

ui
("i.

commissione'd Adiu'

insurrection

'

.

Mentioned by T. D. Thacher

1.59

'.

to sui)pfess the existing rebellion
!

'

^

173

'_
Marshal
Appointed census taker
Judge of second election, March 30, 1>.»... 64
Donalson, Israel B., conmiissioned U. S. Marshal of Kansas Territorv
36
Reports to Acting Govtruor Wood-on, September I, ls.=iC,, that the ordinary coarse
of judicial proceeding.- were ina'dequare

.'

Ij

F.,

tant

John A. Davidson and
Samuel Burgess, complaint of assault and

Dawson, John

171

Speer....!.! 24:^

the peace
Doleman, Cyrus, commissioned Couutv

268
116
37

...."..

172
167
I0.3

157

mentioned by John

Dodge City, mentioned by C. K. IlolliJav
DotUemyer, Daniel, commissioned justice of

69

DavLs, Werter R., letter
Centennial Celebration

i;-.'

Treville, Robert, commissioned Captain
117
Devlin, Pat, mentioned bv (Governor iv-nver
17-^
Diary of Gov. A. H. Reeder, kept durin- his
escape from Kansas in disguise, in Mav,'lS.5G, 13
Dickey, :si. C, mentioned bv T. D. Thacher..
''49
Districts, Legislative, established by Gov. A.
'
H. Reeder
66
Districts, for elections, and for justices of the
peace, and constables, established bv Ciov
A. H. Reeder
57
Di.\on, James, commissioned Justice of the
peace
97
Dixon, Thomas, commissioned constable
07
.'

Davis, Jelferson, mentioned in Gov. Reeder's

biography

17-''

the elections under the Lecompton Con-

,

Darnall, James T., commissioned constable
Declination of
Davis,
Kansas Citv, mentioned by Gov.

\:i\ 171

Trip to southern part of the Territorv with
Ciovernor Robinson and Judge Wr'ii;ht...
His visit to Fort Scott
Visit to Col. James .Montgomery's place
Resignation, October 10, i.SoS....'.
Circumstances of his resignation
Banquet given him at Leavenvrorth on his
departure from the Territory
His services in Kansas during the war of
the Rebellion
His advice to President Buchanan in regard
to the Lecompton Constitution, luentioned by (iovernor Stanton
Secretary Cass's instructions to, relative to

I

I

I

|

j

|

[

II. P., mentioned bv t.ieiit. Gov.' Riddie..
I>owning, J. H., mentioned bv D. W. Wilder...
Doy, Dr. ,fohn, mentioned bv S. X. Word
Duerinck, Rev. .1. B.. jud-e o"f .second election..
Duncan, .M. L., coinmi>^ioned County Commissioner -\lar--l
county
Dunn, H. C, "comui
oned Captain
Dunning, A., com
ioiied County (?ommis-

sionorT...

Dimnin
tain...

Alexander

H.,

commissioned C

•2':1

'16
-^^O

63
!•>>
i:;3

INDEX.
Elections— Con/mwe-f.-

I)unnint?, Alexan'ler H., judcc of second electi.ui, .M;irch ".o, l,-t55
Diinnin<j:, l":iris. judge

March

77

;

second

of

election,

is.-.a

:;0,

64

:

Dun woody, John,

cinnuiissioned justice of the

peace
T>yer, George, coiuniissiotied SlierifT'.
Dyer, G. M., apfniiited .iudt;e of tlie first election, November -JO, is.')4

Dyer, Samuel
the peace

D.,

129
92
41

commissioned as justice of
4S,

50

Al'iiointed jud-e of first election, Nov. 29,
is-,4

41

:

Elecii..n at h..use of.

Dyer, William, mentioned..
Commissioned as constable

48,

63
74
50

Pver, William C, judse of second election,

March

:J0,

Dyer, W.

^

1.S.=>.5

1\,

7.=>

commissioned Treasurer of Jef-

ferson county

113

Of Peceuiber

peace

9.5

H.

Elliott,

I?.,

commissioned County Commis-

sioner
!
Elliott, R. G., mentioned
Elliott, William, commissioned Lieutenant

30, IS.",

78,

17

SI

Comniissioued Brii;adier (General
92
Eaton, Isaac K., mentioned
88
Edinboro, steamboat, Captain Abeel, mention of
Ileeder
P.,

2;i

mentioned bv Lieutenant (Gov-

ernor Riddle
219, 221, 222
Eklridge, Col. S. W., at Kansas City, in May,
lS.i6, Gov. Reeder's mention of.....'.
24
17, 21,
Eldridge, Edward, mention of by Gov. Reeder,
2:^, 24,
26
'.

Eldridcre,

Monroe,

at

Kansas

Citv, in

Mav,

18.=i6,

nuiition of by Gov. Rceder....'
23
20,
Mrs. Monroe, mention of bv Gov.
l:ce(lerin his diary
.'..18,21,
22
Eldriil-e House, Lawrence, mentioned bvB. F.
'
.Simpson
193
Election proclamation, first issued in Kansas
Territory
40
Election, first Territorial, Xovember 29, 1S54,
instructions to jiidires of
42
First Territorial returns
48
Second, March :^0, ls.i.5, (iovernor Reeder's
instructions tojudties of
64
For members of tlie first Territorial Legislature, Gov. Reeder's pruelamation for...
59
Of first Territorial Le.MshUMre, voting
places forappointedliy (ic.vernor Reeder, 62
Returns of .\iarch :^|'. ls'),"i_ canvass of, and
statement of number of votes received
by each candidate
6S
Of March 30, 1S.'>.5, protest against returns
of.
70
(){ .March 30, l.s.';^, Governor Reeder's decision on the returns
79
Eloctiou of .May _•_', i-.-,.i, to fill vacancies in the
l.A-t;islat lire, Governor Keeder's proclamation
.'.

Eldriili^e,

'.

Of May

May

J2,

l.So'i,

l>."i.",,

(Iovernor Reeder's in-

fiualifications of voters....

S3
84

lor Ueleuate

to Congress, October 1, 18.j.">,
canvass of returns
9S
and second Territorial, mentioned
by .bdin iSpcer
240

First

Territorial, -March,
\\ile. X

Of .March

30,

)8.>5,

i.s.5.->,

nientionedbv

P. P.

:

mentioned by T. D.

Tliacher
Territorial,

bacher
Oder the

no

tory

Assigned to the Second Judicial District
Governor feeder's mention of in hisdiarv;
also of Mrs. Elmore
His mission to \\'ashington, in 18.57, account of by (iovernor Denver
His mission to Washington, in 1.'^.77, mentioned by (iovern(jr Stanton
Ehvnod,town,iBentionod by C.K. Holliday,20):.,
Emery, James S., mentioned by Gov'ernor
Reeder in bis diary
Commissioned first justice of the pf jc in.
Kansas Territory
Mentioned by 'T. D. Thacher
Emitrraut Aid Companv, New England, alluded to by e.s-Gov. Rubiuson
T
Emigrant A'id parties, mentioned by S. X.
.'...

Wood

Leavenworth

41
70

;«
57
13

170
1.59

207
:J0

40
24->

ITS
2.35

;

Emigration, Free-State, mentioned bv T. D.

Thacher

247

:

Emigration, Southern, in 18.36, character of,
mentioned by Gov. Reeder
11
Emniert, Duviii 1;., mentioned bv Lieut. Gov.
-221
Riddle
Emporia, mentioned by C. K. HoUiday
209
Emporia State Normal" School, referred to bv
.".

Dr.

(

English

ordley

'..

228

under, relative to the LeConstitution, stated by T. D.

Rill, action,

compton
Thacher

2-56

r.ill, election under,onthe Lecompton
162
Constitution, mentioned by Gov. Stanton
Eperson, Ambrose !>., commissioned Llerk.
130
Franklin county

English

Episcopal Churchi first in Kansas, mentioned
231
by Dr. .McCabe
Escape of Gov. Reeder from Kansas, in dis13

Eskridge, Chas. V., mentioned bv Lieut. Gov.
Riddle
221,
p:ssex,city of, mentioned l>vC. K. Hollitlav
Eubanks, William B., comiiiissioned (.aptaiu...
Evans, ,rohn,couiuii>siMiK(t constable
:.
Evans,.I.C.,comniissu^ued justice of the peace.
Evans, Ludwell, commissionedjustice of the
peace
Everest, Aaron S., mentioned bv Lieut. Gov.
.'

222
'iOo

117
I'"i9

114

110

224

:

Ewin?, Thomas, jr., mentioned bv Thomas P.
270
Fenlon
Mentioned by Chief Justice llorton
198, 109
.'.

2-12

200,202, 203

Constitution,

ni.iitioned by T. P. Thadier
2.50
<|ualifitations of voters at, prescribed by (H.vernor Reeder
65
Early Territorial. Pro-.'?lavery frauds committed at, alluded to bv (iovernor 8tan1""
:
152

J-Jeciif)iis,

mentioned

Judge of second election
62,
Elmore, Hon. Rush, commissioned Associate
Justice of Supreme Court of Kansas Terri-

Riddle
245

March, 1S.-.7, mentioned by T. IX

1

1

275

ill

commissioned justice of the

guise, in .May, 18.5G
22,

structions to judges of
f»f

9.3

69
129

W. H., commissioned Lieutenant of
KickapooRangers

Elliot,

Ellison, Paris,

(iov.

4, 1S.>8,

peace

Eari,, Geohge, mention of, by Gov. Rceder, in
his diary
Eastin, Lucien J., candidate, electioti of March

by

and January
.'

Ellison, Larkin,
E.

Elder, IVIlt

21, 1857,

instructions given by Secretary Cass iii
relation to
157
On the Lecompton il'onstitntion. Governor
Stanton's account of
154
Under the Lecompton Constitution, mentioned by T. D. Thacher
2.53
Election districts in the Territory, established
by (iovernor Reeder
37
Chanse of boundaries of
,=>6
Eighteenth established
.56
Election of first Territorial Legislature ... 60
Elliott, Archibald, commissionedjustice of the

commissioned Lieutenant
Executive minutes of Governor A. H. Reeder's

Ewing.'U'illiani,
office

E.xecutive minutes of Acting (lOvernor Wo..dson, referred to
Executive minutes of (jov. Shannon's ottice

141

34
31
91
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Foster, Chas. A., mentioned by T. D. Thaclier .. 24c;
Foster, C. (j., mentioned by Lieut, (jov. Riddle, 221
Foster, Dr. ILirvey, judge of second election...
6>
Foster, F. R., attidavit of, concerning returns
of election of March 30, 18.15
72
Fowler, E. B., mentioned by Chief Justice Horton
199^
Fowler, I'hilip P., candidate, election of
March 30, 18.">5
69
Candidate, election of May 22, 18^5
86Fox, James P., candidate, election of March 30,
1855
72
Commissioned Treasurer of Linn county.. 113
"... 128
Commissioned Major
Fox, Wilson, commissioned constable
96
France, Matt., jud-ce of second election, March
30,1855
7864,
Appointed judge of third election, May 22,
ISoo
S3
E.xecutive warrant for the arrest of.
S-5
France, S., candidate, election of -March 30, 1.S55, 7&
Francis, Andrew J., commissioned notarv public
:
131
Francis, John, of Olathe, mentioned bv Lieut.
Gov. Riddle
:
221
Franklin, town of, Governor Shannon requests
troops to be stationed at
119
Governor Shannon reports to Colonel Sumner an attack on the night of June 3,
1856
121
Capture of, by Free-State forces, mentioned

1

I

William

Assessor
P., coiiimissioned
130
Doufjlas county
Acts of, a;; Uepiuy L'liiteJ ^tates Marshal,
Dientioned by Governor Keetier in his
diary
15
Deputy Unit»,(l States Marshal, refcrrtd to
12S
by Actintr Governor Woodson
95
Farley, .1., ouaiiiissi'jncd County Clerk
Fai.v,

Farm

maiiufactiiry

itiipl'juioois,

by Ales. Cold well
products of Kansas,
by William Sims

Farm

Fasten,

tennial

<

'

I

j

;

mentioned
26-5

statistics of,

!

given
258

W. C, commissioned

peace
Feulon, Thomas,

of,

'

justice of

the
9S

P., letter of, to

Quarter-Cen-

Ferguson, William

".

I

270

elehration
S.,

comiiiissioued Lieutenj

117
ant
Judge of second election, March 30, 1S55... 73
Ferryboat, Lizzie, at Kansas City, mentioned

by Governor tioeder
Few, Samuel F., otEcial oath of.
Fielding, Vitus, commissioned justice of the

:

21

82

;

I

130
peace
Finch. L. E., mentioned bv Lieut. Governor
223
Riddle
63
Finley, Wm. H., judge of second election
Finney, D. W., mentioned by Lieut. Gov. Rid-

i

.".

223, 224

dle
Fish, Paschal,

Governor Keeder's concealment
at house of, on his way lo Kansas City, as
mentioned in his diary

*

by Acting Governor Woodson
138, 143
Franklin county otlicers in 18.55 and 1856
9,J
Eraser, James, commissioned as justice of the
peace
.53
Frazicr, James H., appointed judge of first

'

17

'

64

ls.5.5

Fishback, W. H. M., mentioned

by

F.

Baker
Mentioned by Lieut. Governor
Fisher,

;

March

Fish, Daniel, judge of second election,
30,

;

Adam, appointed judge

election,

P.

Mav22, 1S55
Mentioned bv T. D. Thacher

83
249
227

tion,

Fitch, F. P., men'tioned by Dr. Cordley

Flashman, Perry, commissioned Assessor of
Calhouu county
117
Fleming, D. G., commissioned Captain
i:>5
Fleminir, Skilnian, coiumissioned Colonel
Flenii, William, commissioned justice of the

Flenniken, R.
Congress,

Free-State invasion of the Territory, threatened, from the North, referred to by Govern-

S.N.Wood
ors

vote cast for, as I'elegate to
Territorial election

peace
Flour mills of Kansas, uieutio'ued by Alex.
Caldwell
Floyd, S. P., mentioned by T. D. Thacher
Fogg, G. G., clerk of investigating comniiitee,
mentioned by George L'. iJrackett
Mentioned by Gov. Reeilor
Ford, William C", commi^sioned Commissioner
of Deeds
Forman,
resignation of, (Pub. Ad. Don.
county)
Forman, James F., commissioned County Surveyor
Forman, John B., commissioned Sheriff.
Forman, J. W., and James, election at store of,
Forman, .fohn W., afipointed judge of tirst
election, Nov. 2',l, 1.S54
Candidate, election of March :;i), KS.55
76,
Forney, Hon. ,Iidui W., recommends Governor

Governor Woodson, July
the assembling of

.

:

!

02
28

'

,

116

i

,

app-iinimenf as (joveruor of Kansas
Territory
For^vth, >amMel IC. letter of, to the (JuarterCentenuial .jlchrul ion
Fort Leaven w.irth, mentioned in Governor
Recder-s bi.itrnii.h v
Fort Kiley, iufnti..„:.d by C. K. IfoHiday
.Mentiouid in Gov. llteder's btographv
."...41.
Fort Sc-ott, i-l,M.iioiis:it
.Mentioned by C. K. Holliday
Incident at, iiioiitidneil by (lov. Denver
Forts .-aiiiHl'Ti, Tims. Hickory Point, I'Vank-

:

110

:

!

96
93
94

I

!

'.

liti,

Lif.nipt'.n. uifiilioiii-l

Fortiiii--,

l'h..iiia-i

the peace
Foster, (harlcs

.\.,

L.,

l)y .lolin

14

"

Stanton

!

1

[

6

201

;

6

I

.'

172
i

:

94
272

'

164

Free-State men, information given by them to
Governors Walker and Stanton, in respect to
Pro-Slavery policy
152
Free], John W., judge of second election
6.>
Freclaitd, .1., candidate, election of March 30,

7S

Freinhtmg across the Plains with wagons,
tistics of,

sta-

by Alex. Caldwell

260

Fremont, John C, Presidential candidate, men12

McCabe
Friends church,

to

bv Dr.
:

tirst

232

in Kansas, mentioned bv

'.
Dr McCabe
231
Indian mission, mentioned bv Dr. .McCabe, 230
Fuller, Dr. Alonzo, mentioned by'S. N. Wood... 2:'.>;
Fuller, Perry, judge of second election
62
Protest 'of, against election returns of

March 30, 18.5,5
70
J., commissioned SheritI" of
Calhoun county
117
Fulton, P.olla .r., commissioned constable
9*
l'iin>ton, K. H., mentioned bv Lieut, (iovernor

Fulton, Raleigh

53
200

Speer... 242

163

Free-State Convention, at Topeka, June 9, 1857,
division in opinion at, mentioned by Gov-

tioncd

268

coiDuussioned justice of

mentioned by John Brownjr

128

French churches in Kansas, referred
j

6

126

I'orlidiling

1.S56,

j

Reeiii-r's

<

4,

1855
I

!

42

23^

Free-State party, policy of, mentioned in biography of Governor Shannon
89
Position of, as given by Governor Stanton, 147
Free-State policy, remarks on, by Governor

ernor Stanton

81

125,

by Governor Reeder

i

99

'

Free-State policy in >ray, 1856, as explained

43

263
248

:.

Shannon and Woodson

Free-State Legislature, proclamation of .Acting

i

P.,

tirst

42

;

!

92

Fleshman, Perry, couimissioned justice of the

29, 1854

,

I

110

I)eace

November

Frederick, A. J., commissioned Captain
118
Free Democrat, St. Joseph, Mo., alluded to bv
D. W. Wilder
:. 214
Free State, newspaper, Lawrence, mentioned
by John Speer
242
Free-State Hotel, at Lawrence, mentioucd bv

13
Ptiddle
221
of third elec11, 12,

I

I

Kiddle
Jj:;, 224
;
commissioned justice of the ikmcc, 129
Furniture, manufactories mentioned bv Alex.
'
Caldwell
263
KiKiiia, R.,

INDEX.
G.

mentioned by tiovernor Reeder
St' Clair, mentioned by Chief Justice Horton

C. K. Holliihiy....
U'illinin M., jiulse' of second eltction,

March

:

Graham, H.

'.

]^->r,

:',•>,

Grand

Garrett, Cliarles, mentioned
Garrett, Charles V., mentioned by John Speer,
Garrett, Marshall A., jiuU'e of second election,

March

:iU,

of,

March

Horton

Lloyd, mentioned

Anthony

Mentioned. by 'D. K.
Mentioned by John Sjieer

Garrutt, A. A., commissioneil justice of the

peace
Garvey, E.G. K., mentioned by John IJrowii jr..
Gates, Grecntierry 1'.., comtuissioned constable,
Geary, Gov. John W., arrival of. in the Territory, referred to by Secretary Woodson
Mentioned bv .John Speer

dle

Mentioned by T. D. Thacher
248, 2ol,
German Churches in Kansas, mentioned by
Dr.

McCabe

Gibson, A. D., judge of second electio^n
63,
Giddings, Joshua E., meuiioned by D. W. Wilder
Mentioned by John Speer
Gill, Cieo. B., letter of, to the Quarter-Centennial <elebration
Gillrispie, William, commissioned justice of the
peace
Gillett, .\lmeriu, mentioned bv Lieut. Gov. Riddle
Giluiore, Milford,

'.

231
74

I

I

240
j

26S

!

116

;

223

".

is.1.5

83

I

peace
130
CUvens, .lames M., commissioned County Commissioner
92
Givens, William, appointed judge of first election, Nov. -".>, isr.i
41
Glenn, Saiuuol <;., commissinned justice of the
peace
141
Glenn, William A., commissioned Assessor
Marshall county
122
Glenn, Williant N., c^iui missioned Sherilf .Mar-

county
Glick,Gov. Geo.W., mentioned by Chief Justice
Horton
;.....
Globe, Congressional, quoted by D. W. Wilder...
Gloves, V, T.,commissioned justice of the peace,
Godfrey, Wm. J., commissioned Sheriff.
Judge of second election
GX,
Appointed judge of first election, Nov. 29,
is.>4

peace
Candidate, election of March
Mentioned by T. D. Thacher

W.Wilrler

4S,

30, 18.55

246,

mentioned by Chief Justice

Gooding, Josiph, commissioned constable
Goodvn, .Tuseph, cnmmissioned Lieutenant
Goss, G. W., mentioned bv S. X. Wood
Governor's oiKce, established at Fort Leaven-

worth, October
E.stablishtd at
2i,

7,

i

;

IS.M

Shawnee Mission, November

S."ij

Establishe<l at Pawnee, .hily 2, IS.5.5^
Again establijlied at Shawnee .Mi.ssion,

July 12, l.s.-i.i
Governor' Reedor's mention of the indictment
of, Kree--itate Goivriimpiit in 1.S.W
Governor Woodson and «.-ol. Thilip St. George
('•"•ke, cnrre-pondnice relating to r'^moval
of tjands of armed men, inttrceptiug roads
to Leavenworth and Westport

Candidate, election of >Larch 3ii, l*.i.^.
7*.
Grover, ,T>ifl, commissioned first constab's in
Kansas Territory
Resignation of
Judge of third election, May 22, l^v,
Gunn, Otis B., mentioned bv Lieut, (rov. Riddle

Guthrey,
I
'

:

!>.,

commissioned justice of the

Guthrie,

W. W., menticmed by

Gypsum

deposits in

j.e-.ioe,

Lt. (.ov. I;i.ld;e,

Kansas, nuMitioned

Lv
'.

Alex. Caldwell
I

i

109
214
113
93
74

I

H.

I

;

i

;

IL\CKETT, REUBK>",commissionedjustice of the
peace
32,
Hackney, W. P., mentioned bv Lieut. Gov.
Riddle
Haddicks, Jo-^eiib, commissioned constable
Halderman, John A., appointed Governor
.'.

i

I>.

.'

H.,

j

141

214
Goldin, I;., resignation oi"
130
Golding, Kichard, coiiiuiissioncd Sheriff.
93
Goode, Rev. W. H., mentioned by Dr. McCabe.. 231
Cioodin, Joel K., commissioned justice of the

Goodin.John
Horton

I

^'

:

Godwin, Parke, mentioned by

Committee
Grow, Galusha.V., mentioned by T.
Thacher,
Mentioned by
F. Simpson
Grover, Charles H., commissioned U. S. I'i.-tvict
Attorney
Grover, I;. .A. N., commissioned Lieutenant of
Kickajioo Rangers
!">.

!

Gilreath, Tulley, commissioned justice of the

shall

Greer, John P., mentioned by Werter R. Da', i-,
Charles >L, commissioned County
'.
Assessor, Marshall county
Grey, David S., commissioned justice of the
peace
Grierson, Wm. H., commissioned Lieutenant...
Griffin, Albert, member of Quarter-Centennial

1'..

96

Gilpatrick, James, judge of third election, 'Mar
2.:,

Green, (iov.N., mentioned by Lieut. Gov. Riddle,
Greene, Albert R., mentioned bv Lieut, oov.
Riddle
:
Greene, Henry M., mentioned bv Lieut. Gov.
Riddle
:

217'; Greever,

commissioned justice of the

peace

.'.

Gray, David, commissioned Lieutenant
Gray, James, oath of, as constable
Great American Desert, allusion to bv Alex.
"
Caldwell
Great Bend, mentioned by C. K. Holliday
Greeley, Horace, mentioned by .lobn Speer
Me'ntioned by D. W. Wild'er
214,21-5,
Quoted by B.'F. Simpson
Green, Lewis F., mentioned by Lieut. Gov. Rid-

county

Wm.

".

".

Gray, Alexander S., commissioned Commissioner of Deeds
Gray, Barziilai, mentioned bv Chief Justice

Garrett, Westley, commissioned Treasurer of
Doiifjlas

.lury, Pro-Slavery, 13-56, policy of. stat'.tl

by Gov. Reeder
commissioned constable

Cirant, Robert,

63,

IS-io

Garrett, Russell, candidate, election

Garrison,

States, propj^sition to

from, for the people of Kansas,

solicit aid

Garrkn-City, mentioned by
Gardner,

287

Governors of Northern

i

Eecder's executive clerk
Commissioned I'mbate .Tiidge
Commissioned Lieutenant olonel

44,

i

RiMbm'entioned by D. W. Wilder

Mentioned bv Lieut,

(iov.

Hale, John P.,
Ifall, Barnett, commissioned constable
Hall, .T. M., commissioned Co. (ommi-sioner...
Halliday, John, commissioned constable.-.
Hallowell.J. R., mentioned bv Lietit.Gov. Riddle

:

Hamilton, F.

S.,

commissioned justice of the

peace

Hamilton, John, candidate election of March
30, 1S5.5

Hammatt, Abram, mentioned bv
Horton
TIampton,

<"hief Justice

.".

.1.

>r.,

commissioned constable

Hampton, L J commissioned Captain
,

HancluT, Jidin, ciuiimis-i med Lieiitcnaut
Hanseome, Oliver T., judge of election
Hanwav, .lames, mentioned t>v .Ii>hn Hr'jwn jr..
Hard, .-^amncl I., election at h.mx- ,,i
Hardiiu', r.cnj.unin, appointed judue of I'r-t
election, Nov. 29, 16-54
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Hanlinj, Lewis, coramissioned justice of the
122
peace
141
*Hardy, H. E., coiumissionfil Lieutenant
Hargu?, Joshua N.,comiuissioned justice of the
yS, 111
peace
Harland, Miss Sarah, nienlioned I>y Dr. CordJcy,22.S
Harper's I'errv invasion, mentioned by Gov17S
ernor Rol.inson
Harper's IVrry InvestijatinR Committee, men179
tioned by Governor Kobinsnn
L.,

of Illinois, mentioned by

Governor Stanton

lo'J,

Harris, rii.imas

160

Chairman of the committee of the House
of Lefiresentativcs on the Lecompton
160
Constitution
Harris, William H., commissioned Commis114
sioner Nemaha county
Harris, H. 1!. C, candidate, election of March

IvM

76,

81

Harrjscn, President William H., mentioned...
Hart, C, canai<iate, election of March XO, lS.i-5,
Harvey, G.>v. .Fames M., letter of, to the Quarter-Cencennial Celebration
:-rentioned bv Chief .Tustice Tiorton
200,
Mentioned by Lieut, tiov. Riddle
Harvev, Dr. Foster, appointed judge of third
election, >[ay 22, Ir^-T,
Hayes, T. \V"., appointed census taker
Haynes, A. C. P.. commissioned constable
47,
Hays, Charles, election at house of......
Hays, T. \V., ci>mmissioned constable
Hays, William, commissioned justice of the
peace
Hay wars, H. H., commissioned Treasurer Allen
county
Head. Albert, appointed census taker
Jud;,'e of seci^nd election, March 30, lS5o....
Commissioned justice of the peace
Headley, ,las. A., commissioned Probate Judge,
l;e>iirnation of

89
7S

30,

Hebbard,

J. C.,

mentioned bv .lohn Brown

jr...

267
202
221

83
55
49
G4
4G

113

9r>

92
131

1.'6
Stanton
Mentioned by Governor Denver
109
Hendriok, James A., commissioned justice of
'.

109
the peace
Helvetic Fathers, referred to by John Specr... 24.'.
Henry, T. '., mentioned by Lieut. iov. Kiddle, 223
<

<

Herald of Freedom, Lawrence, mentioned by
242

.'

Hill, I'.. F., commissioned Sherirt'.
Hill, liranham, commissioned justice of the

peace

110

oncd justice

Comn

ot tlie jieace

ary publie
^-ioihd [.ifut.'iiant
Holladav, IJen., mentioned i.v
hi.f .lustice
'

<

•

Horton

'.

Holliday, Cyrus K., coniiuissioned justice of
the peace..'
."d,
Klection of, to the Legislature, May '22, ISoo,

41

267

41
71

20Z
113
7S

30, 1S.>3

92
Commissioned County Commissioner
115
Hopper, Rawley, commissioned constable
49
Hopper, Simoui commissioned constable
Home, Daniel H., commissioned constable. ..51, 55
Atiidavii of, concerning returns of election

March

of

72

30, 1855

ftj
Judge of third election. May 22, 18.>5
242
Mentioned by John Speer
221
Mentioned by Lieut.Gov. Riddle
Horner, John, commissioned justice of the

Horner, John, commissioned sheriff.
Horusbv, Columbus, menti'jued bv T. I>.
Thacher
Horton, Chief Justice Albert H., member of the
'.

Quarter-Centennial (.omuiittee
Aildress of, at e>uarter-Centennial

'249

175
Cele'ia-a-

197

tion

Houser,

45
97

274

jr

H., ca'udidate, election of

S.

March

30,

72

1S55

Houston, C. B., commissioned County Surveyor
1-29
Allen county
Houston, D. W., mentioned by Lieutenant
221
Governor Riddle
Houston, Samuel D., appointed judge of first
election, November 2li, 1854
41
80
Candidate, election of March 30, 18-55
74,
Mentioned liy lieutenant (jovernor Riddle, 220
Howard, Alexander, commissioned constable 110
Howard, Hvram, commissioned Commissioner
..

Franklin'countv
Howard, William A., mentioned by

John Sherman and

(inv. Ueeder,
.^Iordecai Oliver,
on-

130
13

<

159

Ilubliard,

130

Hoyt,

93
110

Ho<li:es. N. W.,

March

tion,

95
135

120
231
64

208
2'24

S., mentioned bv T. D Thacher
21t^
'.'20
Mentioned by Lie.K. (iov. l;iddle
Hinton, K. (".., eoniuii>~ioned constable
110
Hoagland, Ethvard, coniuii?~ioned county com."

'204

bration

Hollinusworth, Leander F., commissioned justice of the peace
Hollingsworth, D. R., commissioned Captain...
Holmes, S. .^[. I!., appointed judge of tirst election, >ov. iy, iS5i
Holmes, iirs. Annie Archibald, alluded to bv
X. L. Prentis
Homer, John, appointed judge of first election,
Nov. 29, 18.54
Judge of second election, March 30, 1S55...
Homesteail provision of the Constitution, referred to by Chief Justice Horton
Hopewell, J. H. ('., commissioned constable....
Hopewell, Xapoleon I'.., judge of second elec-

gressional committee, <iovernor Keeder's
references to, in his diary....'.
13-lG
Howdoshell, Hiram, judge of second election,
73
.March 3ii, 18.-,.i
Howe, Edjar W., mentioned by D. W. Wilder... 21t5
Howill, .lauies >[., commissioiied constable
113
120
Howell, James. W., commissioned Captain

Hillyer, G.

missioner
(omii

K.— Continued

71
Mentioned
24»';, 2.54
Mentioned by T. D. Thacher
i.'O
Mentioned by Lieut. Gov. Paddle
242
Mentioned by .Fohii Speer
Jlember of (Quarter-Centennial Committee, 175
Address of, at the t^uarter-Centennial Cele-

Mentioned by John Brown

:^i, 1---=;
SO
72,
Conimissioiied Britradicr General
92
Comini-sioned County Clerk
94
Helm, William, commissioned constable
112
Hpndorson, John D., allusion to bv Governor

."..

Holliday, Cyrus

274

March

Hereford, Junius- T., commissioned Countv
Assessor
Hick. K. ?., letter of, to the "Juarter-Centennial
Celebration
Jientioned by Lieut.Gov. Riddle
Hickliii, William' P., commissioned justice of
the peace
Hickman, Hon. John, of Pennsvlvania, mentioned by (;ov..'itanton
Hickory Point, Douglas countv. Gov. Shannon
reipii'sts troops ti> be placed at
Mentioned by Dr. McCai.c
Ifiokory Point, Jefferson county, election at...
Higbee, .\lva, judge of second election, March

|

peace
129
55
97

Ifeiskdl. Wil'.lam A., cand'idate. election of

John Spuer

i

93

David

Brown

Starr,

mentioned

hy

John

.'

jr

>[urder

of,
,

272

mentioned by John Speer
242
Kansas City, mentioned by Gov.

'26
Reeder
Hubburd,C;eorge F., commissioned Sheriff, Mar122
shall county.
licmo\aI from county, mentioned
141
Hubliard, NVilliam P>., commissioned con.stable, 1'22
IIuilsou, Joseph K., member of (iuarter-Cen-

tennial omunltee
Hutlson, Samuel C.,ci.nnmissioned County

175

'.

i

Com-

lludsnn, Svlvoster, commissioned Lieutenant.. 117
fruir, .1., candidate, ele.tion of .March 30, ls.55..
73
H u Maker, <.'hristopherE., commissioned County
Clerk
95
Huttaker, Thomas S., appointed judge of first
41
election, Nov. '29, ix"i4
•ludge of -second election
03,
72
Appointed judge of third election. May 22,
1855

83

INDEX.
HufTaker,

Thomas ^.—Om'mnpd

Coiuniissioniid I'rohatc
Hiii'hes. Thniiias

C.

:

.Iiult;e

cnniniis.-ir.pud constalilo....

93
95

Huren, iisborne, judtre of secund election, Mar.

289

"Ironquill," (Eugene F. Ware.1 p<.cm by
Irvin,Jas.M. .judge of election. Mar. :;o,l;..i5...(U,
Irvin, Samuel, judge of first elec-tion, November 29. 1^54
Isacks, .Vndrew J., commissioned L S. Attornev for the District of Kansas

2-56

76

,

42

.

by Chief Jus
20C
Morton
Address of, at the t^iiarter-Centennial C'ele-

Hun'iidirey, janies, luentioticd
ticf

I.viiian U., tiu-iuioiied by Lieut.
223
Gov. Kiddle
24S
Hunt, Morris, mentioned bv T. 1). Thacher
Iluuter, Robt. M. T., mentioned by B. F. Simp-

HumpUiev,

At Topeka,' July T.

57

Isbell,

George

T.,

127

Vsit;

mentioned by

I>.

W.

^\ildor, 21G

J.

195

son....

Hunter, I'uke W., commissioned Superintend97
ent I'ublic Buildinirs, <Uawneo county
Hunter, (.Jen. I>avid, mentioned by Governor
1"3
Denver
240
Thacher,
HuDtint;, Aniorv.mentioned by T. I).
Hurd, T. A., me'ntionetl bv Chief Justice Mor199
by C. K. Molliday, 209

.'

ton.

Ilutchin'-on city, mentioned
Ihitchinsou, I>avid W., commissioned
missioner of Deeds

ComIIG

Hutchinson, G. W., S. Southerland and, seizure of, by a mob in T.ecompton, mentioned
in letter of William Hutchinson and H.
Miles Moore, to .\cting Governor Woodson

March

»i, 1855

Election of

May

y2, 113, IP",
Jefferson county otricers in ls."i5-.5ti
134
"Je(i'ers(jn Rangers." mentioned
Jenkins, laius. mention of bv Governor Reeder
IG,
18
in his diarv
19
Arrest of at Westport
2:>S
Mentione<l by S. X. Wood
243
242,
Mentioned by .lohn Speer
Jenni^on.
U .mentioned bv Lieutenant Gov222
ernor Piddle
Jcssee, William, candidate, election of Mav 22,
i

!

8C

of, Septendu^r 2 .and 3, 1S.=)G,
-with Acting' Governor Woodson, and Col. P.
St. Geoi'.^e Cooke, reque-tin^^' the removal

corresiK.ndence

and disiii-rsal of bodies (jf armed Mi-sourians
thru invading the Territorv, murdering and
137, 140
pilla-ine
HutLliin^..n, William, J. I'.lood and H. Miles
MiMne, for Kansas Stati- entral Committee,
;

i

September o. \<rw., to Acting Gov.
Col. l\ Si. George Cooke, requesting removal of bands of armed men,
roads to Leavenworth and
letter of,

Woodson and

141

Hyatt, Thaddeus, mentioned by D. W. Wilder, 217

S6
SS

1S.15

Jewett, Hon. Huirh
93

Mentioned hv tiov. Tetder, in his diary.... 113
249
Mentioned hV T. D. Th.icher
Hutchinson, William, moutioned by D. W.
21G
Wildur
Hutchinson, VViiliam, an<l H. Miles Moore,

interceptint;
West port

-'

'.

f'9

22, 1S55

.Tacksox. PYest. .Vndrew. mentioned bv J.^hn
244
Speer
93
Jacobs. I., commission.d I'robate Judge
Jamieson, .\lex., nit^ntioneil bv T. D. Thacher... 249

«

130

Col. V. St. Georire I'ooke

Hutchinson, H. A., commissioned District Attornev
Hutchiiison, John, candidate, election of

mentioned

J.,

Johnson. Alexander S.. appointed census taker,
hL>, 79.
Can<lidafe. ehxtion March .•;", ls->5
Commissi.-ined probate judue
Johnson, An'lrew. judge of second election,

March

:W, lv.5

Indepksdk.vce, Mo., mentioned bv Alex.
well

C.ild-

259

.^-.,

Imlian Missions, mentioned by Dr. F.
Cabc

S.

Mc-

230
ludictnicnts asainst Irec-Slate men, by Pro13
Slaverv Grand .Tury, imiitioned
Ingalls, ifohn J., meniiwu'd bv P.. V. Simpson, 19o
215
Mentioned by D. W. WihlGr
219
Menti.uied bv l.ieiit. ...v. Piddle
2f'.S
:>Jentiotied bv Werler P>. Davis
207
Allu.led to by C. K. Molliday
Invasion of Kan'sas by Mi>sourians, in May,
ls,"it"i, preparations for, account
of, given by
(

19
(iovern..r Ib.d.T
Invasion ,,ftli.> Territ.irv, Kree-State threatened thron-h Iowa and .\.l,ra>ka, ndVrred
to by (;iivrnor> >lr.inn'0) and WooilMin..l2."i, 120
Inver~t'i.;:ilinv; C'^uiniiHt
ai Lawrence, proeoe<lI-

of, nifiiti'jned

by Governor Pieder

in

.\tissions,

mentioned by

Dr. .Mc-

I'.iint.siittlVment nf tiv Prf>.siavery men,
ui>'nti..n,d by S. N. W.m.J
;
Ireland, Ni'wi t'nib J., judije of second election,

lowa

March

:;o,

ls.v>

:

CoTiiiiu-~innid Pri'bate

Judne of .Vtchison

mentioned by

Ill

92
117
92
93
131
9G
77
110

116

Johnson, Speaker J. P.. address at the Quarter225
Centennial Celebration
Johnson, Rev. Thomas, appointed judge of tirst
45
election, Nov. 29, I<.54
Candidate, election of March

30, 1S.55..G9, 79, S2

:Menrione.l bv Dr. McCabe
Johnson, William F., candidate, election of

M;;rch
93.95,
.Tohn^on county otficers, in l.s.%.>-5G
Johnston, Saunders W., commissioned Ass<v
eiute .lustice of Kansas Territory
:V\,\->r.-,

First judicial act

ol'.

2:30

71

lU
35
37

.57
A'si-ned to Third Judicial District
Johnston, W. A., mentioned bv Lieut. (Governor
223
Riddle
199
Mentioned by Chief Ju.stice Morton
Johntz, John, nienrioned bv Lieut, (iov. PJd-

dle

224
*5

:

JoUev. H. P... appointed census taker
ApiHiinted jud,'e of lirst election, Nov.

29.

42
mentioned bv (lov. Pceder as hav24
im; been killed at Phinton, in May. 1-5G
242
SlurdtT of. mentioned by .bdin Speer
Jonts, .[(din T., ('Mittawa,") burning of his
137
house referred to
41
.Mentioned
Jones, Samuel, atlidavit of. concernin.e returns
1S54

:

.

ofelecti'in of

Jones, >aMiuel
in Kansas,

H*'
93

Johnson, James, commissioned Sheritf, Allen
129
county
41
Johnson, Nathaniel T.. judge of election
Johnson, Samuel, commissioned justice of the

.Tones.

Iowa Indian

o-";

S2
93
71

.'.

Johnson, Penjamiu, commissioned justice of
the peace
John-on. Penjnmin F., commissioned Sheritf...
Resign at ii^n of
Johnson, David M.. commissioned Colonel
Johnson, (r. T., commissioned [Jeutenant
Johnson, (ieorge W.. commissioned Colont;!
Comnussioiied County Commissioner
Removal of from Territory, mentioned
Johnson, Hamilton J., commissioned constable,
Judie of second election, March 3ii, is55...
102,
Resignation of.
Johnson" II. P., commissioned justice of the

peace
I.

inys

3-5

Peeiier, in his

209

hratiou

and

Mentioned
Mention of by Governor

March

.1.,

::o.l'<.5.5

ceiiitiiissic.ned Sheritf.

Calls on Gov. Shannon for posse to aid in
the arrest of armed outlaws

70
93

99

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

290

— Continued

Jones, Samuel J.
Orders fruQi

Gov.

:

Shannon, Wakarusa

War

103, lOf.

N. W.xwl
Mentioned by Julia Speer
Jones, S. !>., cuiiiniijsioiied justice, of the peace,
corauiissioned
justice of the
Vincent,
Jones,
peace
Judf^es of first Territorial election, November
1....
29, 1S5.I, names of
Judges of election for first Territorial Legislalature, .March 30, 185-5, as appointed by Gov.

Mcnlione.l by

S.

Keeder
Judges of election

March

ture,

S>),

2:«
242
116

22, 1S55,

.of,

the peace

C.

K. Hol-

Celebration

181

The New:

.\ddre;S of J. li. Johnson, at the
Quarter-Ceiuenniul Celebration
Women of: .\ddress of Noble L. Preutis,
at the Quarter-Centenuial Celebration...
Kansas Agriculture; .\ddress of William Sims,
at Quarter-Centennial Celebration
Kansas Ciries: .Vddriss of C. K. Uollidav, at
the Quarier-Centenuia! Celebration
Kansas luanufactures, statement of, by Governor Martin

225

266

204
190

Humphrey

209

Covcnior Robin-

son's .address at the <iuarter-Ceniennial Cel-

ebration
Result

176
of, stated by ex-Gov. Robinson
178
citv, Mo., mentioned by Alexander

Caldwell.!

259
205

Mentianed by C. K. Holliday
Kavamiuvh, John W., commissioned

justice of

111, lis

Mentioned by S. N. Wood
238
Kelly, John, men'tionod by Lieut.Gov. Riddle, 223
Kellogg, Joseph [.losiah?], commissioned notary public
112
Kelsof, H. R., commi-isioned Coroner
9S
Kennedy, Kvan R., judge of .second election...63, 76
.'

Keniioii, William, mentioned
88
"Kentu<.ky Ran-ers." mentioned
127
Kicicapoo city, mentioned by C. K. Holliday... 205
Settlement of bv Tro-Slaverv men, mentioned by .s. N. Woo<l
2:5.5
Election frauds at, mentioned bv T. I>.
'.

Th.acher

.'

"Kickapoo" cannon, mentioned by

2.54, 2,5.5

D.

R.

Anthoiiv
.M.'Ulion.-d

Klu-.

l.y

,

I".

.V.,

F.Milon

UMTiiionud

i,Lrnii.,nrd t.y

Kingman, S;uiuud
,_l>avis

Tl.ooKi^

i:;;ti,.r^.

ll.Mirv

I).

commissioned County
97

L.

Lackd.kmon, allusion
Ladd, Er;istus

."f.

W. Wilder

!>.,

to

by Eugene F. Ware... 257

candidate, election of

March
69

30, 18.55

Election of May 22, 18-55
Ladd, John W., commissioned justice of the
peace
Lafayette, Marquis de, mentioned by John

80
97

243
Gov. Shannon requests troops to
be placed at or near house of, in Wakarusa
Valley
120, 121
Lahav, F. E., judge of second election, March
,

70

30, 18.55

Lamb, William P., judge of second
March 30, 1855

election,

Landis, John, candidate, election of .March

77
30,

1855

76

Lane, James H., his policy in 1357, as understood bv Governor Stanton
164
2o7
Alluded to by C. K. Holliday
Indicted for treason by Pro-Slavery grand
jury
11
Indictment of, referred to by .Acting Gov.
125

Mention of his coming into the Territory
with large bodies of Northern invaders,
by .-VctingGov. Woodson
i:>8,
Referred to by U. S. Marshal Donalson
Spoken of by acting Gov. Woodson, as
heading an attack oii Franklin
138,
ISlentioned by John Brown jr
.Mentione<l bv Ciov. I>enver
Mentioned l.y F. P.. Sanborn
Mentioned by John Speer
242,
Mentioned bv T. D. Thacher..246, 247, 249,

142
i;i5

143
272
ICy
275
244
252

.Mentioned b.v S. N. Wood
238
Trail,'' from the Nebraska line to Topeka, referred to by Acting Gov. Woodson... 135

"Lane's

Samuel, mentioned bv Lieutenant
"
Governor Riddle
219
l"., commissioned Surgeon
117
Latta, S. N., mentioned by T. 1). Thacher. ..24^, 2-54
Laughlin, James E., commissioned Lieutenant, 129
Lawrence city, men tioneii by C.K. Holliday. .205, 206
Lap|)in,

Larcy, G.

the peace
97
l;esii.'nati..n of
99, 109
Keezcr, I'aninl, o'lmnii^-inued constable
130
Keller and Ky lo, eh et i.Mis at house of... ..42, 64, S3
Kellev, Robert S., commissioned Lieutenant,

"Kiik:ii

47
7S
93

lS-5-5

Woodson
2o7

Kansas plains, climatic changes of, mentioned
226
by Speaker J. IJ, Johnson
Kansas railroads, history and statistics of, adstrui:gle,

L.,

30,

Clerk

Speer
Lahay,

mentioned by

growth during the war period, mentioned by Governor Martin
„ 183
Its growth cominired with other States,
stated by C;ov,;rnor .Martin
185
Statistics of, given by \Vm. Sims
258
The development of, address of Gov. John
A. Martin, at the Quarter-Centennial

Kansas

Candidate, election of March
Commissioned Probate Judge

Kuvkendall, William

its

dress of .lames

81

Gov. Keeders

206

Kansas Territorial

30,
70,

Kuhn, Henry, commissioned County Surveyor. 110
Kuykendall, James, commissioned" justice of

K.
liday
Kansa.-,

203

candidate, election of March
,

41

83
instructions to
Judicial districts, Gov. Reeder's proclamation
56
establishing
Judicial proceedings, first in Kansas Territory, 37
Juilioiary of Kansas, address of Chief Justice
A. H.'lfortou, at the Quarter-Centennial
197
Celebration
Junction City, mentioned by C. K. Holliday.... 209

Kans.^polis, city

L.,

Klotz, Robert, election at house of
63
Knight, Richard, mentioned by T. D. Thacher, 246

64

May

Quoted by Chief Justice Horton
Kirk, R.

119

62

tions to

195
20->

193, 199, 2oO

1855

for first Territorial LegislalSo.5, Gov. Iteeder's instruc-

Judges of election,

Kingman, Sanuiel A. — Cuntinued:
.Mentioned by I!. F.Simpson
Mentioned by Chief Justice lIortoD...202,

21S
270
IMO
216

metit'ioned by Werter R.

268

Elections at
82
41, 64,
First Coni;regational church at, mentioned
'231
by Dr. McCabe
First schools of, mentioned by Dr. Cordley, 227
Governor Shannon requests Colonel Sumner, May 21, IS.if), to station United Slates
troops at, or near
118, 119
Movements for defense of, in .May, 1856,
16
mentioned by Ciovernor Reeder
Munitions of war at, in May, 1856, a.s mentioned by Governor Reeder.....
16
Sacking of, .May 21 135i"., iovernor Reeder's
19
account of preparations f ^r
Sacking of, rel'erred to by Gov. Shannon.... IIS
,

(

Sacking of, Mav 21, 1856, mentioned bv
GeofgeC. Brackett
31
Sacking of, .Mav 21, 1S5(;, mention(Hl bv
Governor R.'eder in his diary
24
Travelers on the roatl to, intercepteil, men2i>
tion of by (iovernor Reeder
Remarks concerning, by tiovernorStanton, 147
Lawrence Water Company, proposed charter
168
of, mentioned by Governor Denver
'..

.'.

INDEX.
I^arnani, Oscar E., mentioned by Lieut. Gov.
Riddle
221,
Mentioned bv fbief Jiisticenorton..l93, 109, 200
Mentioned by T. V. Thacher
:52
L^asiire, Zeboduih, coiunii.-isioned constable
113
Leaveuworlb ( itv, luentioncd bv C. K. Holli-

day
Leavenworth,

.'

.'.

20.i,

iJr.

proceedings
D.

Alex. Caldwell

Ijegi.>laturi-. 'l"c.]iika,

mentioned by

231
31

262
260

235

21,

j

1

46
56

i

:

11
I

14

I

i

14
j

1''2
I

238
273
208

I

I

i

.....".

143

i

Committee relative

to,

stated

160
170
159

221

j

j

j

I

I

!

vening

liis

86
diary...

16

5

98

Reeder
22
Luck, Wilson, commissioned Lieutenant
115
Lutheran church, first iu Kansas, mentioned

14

by Dr.

Mc('al,e

231

Lykius,W.
"
j

i

j

I

3ii,

72,
II. K.,

elections at house of
to the Council

62,

Claims election

Lykins county officers in 18,55-56
Lvle, James .M., appointed jud'.^e of third
tion, .M.iy

A.,

.83

commissioned Commissioner

of Deeds

Lyon,

SO
82
79
91

elec-

2'2, 18.">5

Lvneh,John

(jen. Nathaniel, uientioued

59

l^cgislutive

.'.

in

Furnishes information for Gov. Keeder's
biography
IvOyd, Nelson L., commissioned constable
Lucas, J. H., steamboat, mention of, by Gov.

1S.55

i

18-5.5, (iovernor
Keeder's proclamation ordering election of...
apportionment, 1355, made bv Governor Keed.r
Legislature of 1^)5, (iovernor Iteeder's. decision
on canvass of election of
Legislature, first Territorial, proclamation con-

.'

Lvkins, liavid, candidate, election of March

mentioned by Gov. Keeder in

his diary
Legislature, llrst Territorial,

86

by Secretary

'

Lecompton RiHemen, luC-utioned
114
Lee, Albert L., alluded to bv C. K. Hollidav.... '207
ilentioued by Chief, lust ice Horton,19.S,'l99, 200
I-egate, lames 1'., mentioned bv Lieut. Gov.
of,

221

clerk,

Woodson
Mention of, by Gov. Reeder,

1

ceedings in rolatiun to election of delegates
to, account of, given by Gov. .Stanton
149

Services

41
134
i;id-

.".

Continued as executive

by Gov.

:

appointed judgeof first elec-

Mentioned by Chief Just. Horton...200, 2iil, 2u2
Lowrey, Grosvenor I^., Gov. Keeder's private

I

Lecompton Constitutional Convention, pro-

Kiddle

A.,

secretary

250

]S8

_

die

j

Presiilent reeoiiiniends its ratification

;.

lion, Nov. 29, 18.54

Character of, described by Gov. Stanton.... 154
Election on the adoption of, Gov. Stanton's
account of
152
Action of Congressional Investigating
Stanton
Gov. Denver's position in relation to

given bv

Statistics of, given by \Vm. Sims
2-58
Livingston, Stephen, commissioned justice of
the peace
114
Lockhart, Samuel J., commissioned justice of
the peace
99
Long, Ktban E., commissioned constable
97
Love, Lee, commissioned Captain
329
Lovojoy.C. H., mentioned by T. D. Thacher.... 249

".

,

0:3

statistics of,

Commissioned Lieutenant
Lowe, David P., mentioned bv Lieut.Gov.

Free-State Convention at, mentioned bv T.
D. Thacher
252
Lecompton Constitution, account of,' bv T. D.

Thacher

17S

30,18.55

Low, Hannibal

Threatened attack upon, spoken of by Act-

.-

12

163

b"y

Live stock of Kansas,
Gov. Martin

169

273

reiiuests Col. .Sumner, May
to station U.S. troops at or near. 118
!...139,

March

!

Shannon

ing Gov. Woodson

247

1;.=,^

94

1.S.56,

Thacher

D. W. Wilder
215
Liquor-selling, in vicinity of election grounds,
forbidden by Gov. Reeder
84
Little Suffar Creek Precinct, second election,

Mentioned

j

CtOv.

128

Free-State, dispersion of,

T. D.

Brigadier General in the army
^iention of, by Gov. Stanton
Mentioned bv Gov. Robinson

Lebou, William, coiumissioned justice of the

"..

271

Legislature, State, special sessions of, mentioned by Lieut, (iovernor A. P. Riddle
224
Leib, Charles, appointed census-taker
55
Lenhart, Charles, mentioned by John Speer.... 242
Letcher, .'Senator John, action" on Lecompton
Constitution
,
iGl
Lewis, Aaron, election at house of
64
Lewis, Capt. Merriwether, of Lewis tt Chirks
exploring expedition, mentioned
87
Lewis, Jesse, commissioned justiceof the peace, 96
Resignation of
no
Lincoln, Abraham, appoints Gov. Ifteder as

263

Lccompte, Samuel D., commissioned Chief Justice of Kansas Territory by the President
Assigned to the First Judicial District
Mentioned iu Gov. Heeder's biography
'
Gov. Iteeder's mention of.
His charge to the grand jury at Lecoiupton,
mentioned by (.ov. Reeder
Mentioned by (iov. Denver
Mentioned by .S. N. Wood
Mentioned by John Brown jr
I,€Compton, mentioned by C. K. Holliday...207,
The capital of the Territory, spoken of by
Gov. Denver
Mentioned by Joint Brown jr

217
103

Legislature of the State of Kansas, first session,
1861, account of by Lieut. Governor Riddle... 218

Leavenworth Constitutional Convention Law,
Governor Denver's account of its passage
170
Leavenworth Constitutional Movement, account of, by T. D. Tluaher
Leavenworth Constitution, election under,
mentioned by T. I'. Thacher
250
Leavenworth county otiicers in lSo.i-.=)6
93, 98
peace.

11.

<

231
.'..

of,

last Territorial, mentioned bv
Antlionv
;.
Mention of, by H. F. Simpson
Legislature, Topeka, Free State, lS5G,sketch of
by .lohn Thrown jr
Legislature, Tnjit-ka, Free-State, proclamation
of .Acting iovernor Woodson, Julv 4, 1856,
forbidding the assembling of.
:

L»'gi»!ature,

2UG,

McCabe

1S.58, mention of
by Governor Denver
16S

Legislature, Territorial, of

appointed place for bolding
courts in First Judicial District
Elections at
42, 64,
First Catholic f hhrch at, mentioned bv
Dr. McCabe
231
First Episcopal Church at, mentioned by

First Lutheran Church at, mentioned by
Dr. McCabe
First Presbyterian Church at, mentioned
by Dr. McVabe
Manufacture s.account of, bvAlex.Caldwell,
Mentioned by Alex. CaUhvell
259,
SettKment of by Pro-.SIavery men, mentioned bj- S. >r. Wood
Leavenworth coal mines, statement of, by

291

110
12

M.
I

66

;

;

79

85
Election of, meoti.ined by T. D. Thacher... 245
Legislature, first I'ree-'^tate territorial, 1S57-8,
meutiMnLd by T. !>. Thacher
•24S
Action of, relative to election frauds, mentioned by T. D. Thacher
255

I

1

I

!

I

I

M.\c.viLEY, A., commissioned notary public... 114
Mc.Vrthur, L., commissioned .notarv'pul)lie
117
McCabe, llev. Dr. 1'. S., address at the tjuarterCenlennial Celebration
2:!2
MeCalKui, James, mentioned by Thonuus P.

Fenb>n

270

McCamuion,

!>., tomniissiont-il Sheriff, A nderson county
112
McCartney, Palmer, judge of second election,

March

30, 1855

75

292
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McCanney,

I>alnier,

tion, .March

oi>,

camlidate, second elec-

1Sj.5

Marshall, Francis

75

McCa rt n.-y, S.lumou,
Jlar.^liuH

Direction

^"'''^

count

Xorth-_-rn invaders
Ar
K i^'"!^'^'''^^
-Marshal],
Henry, commissioned justice of the

12;

...

Mclliirf,
Guvern.ir Uced.

;i

,
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Commissioned Surveyor, Atchison county,
Palmer, K. T., commi.~sioned Lieutenant
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Price .John.M., mentioned by Lieut.Gov.Riddle,
Price, John S., commissioned Sheriff
Price, Xathau, mentioned by Chief Justice
Horton
2O0,
Mentioned by Lieut. Gov. Riddle
Printing press, first in Kansas, mentioned bv
Preston,

Pence, (iconic W., judge of second election,

March

March

I

Com-

Penusylvaniau, newspaper, quoted in Gov.
Reeder's biography
9
Penny, L. B., cummissioned justice of the peace, 97
Penseneau, Pa-cal. mentioned
42
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Reeder's biography.
Polk, Thomas, appointed judge of first election,

I

of, to

tion

I

W.

.'.

ly'c».

I

j

Reeder, in his diary

"Parkville Luminarv," mentioned bv D.
Wilder

275

I

Dr.

McCabe

.'.

Pritchard, Labiin, commissioned justice of the
peace
Proclamation, Ilrst issued by<;overnor r.ee.ier.
appointing' lir-t 'IViriiorlal election, voiing
places,

122

,

and

eb.'ction ollieers

.'.

Establishing Seventeenth Election District,

24
1.11

Hi
221
93
2''il

222

230
90

40
44

INDEX.
Proclamat ion

—

Continnpil
Establishir.gjiidiLial districts of the Territory
Of Gov. Ket'Uer, ordering eloction for nionibers of tlie first Territorial Legislature,
Of Gov. Keoder, for election to fill vacancies iu the Legislature
Of Gov. hieeder.'conveiiiiia the Legislature
at Pawnee, the first Monday of July, l!s.".5,

Randolph, town of, Missouri, mentioned by
Ciovernor Reeder
20, 27
Ransom, Gov. Epaphroditus, mentioned by
Governor Denver
172
Ray, Dr.
mentioned by D. W. Wilder
214
Ray, James, judge of second election, March

I

I

56
j

.'.

59

,

;

82

30, 18.>i

I

;

85

calling on
all well-ili>f^sed citizens to aid in qiielling the armed organization of lawless
men; cumiuencenient of U'akarnsa War.. 102
Of Gov :>liannon, June -I, 18">i5, coinmana-

Of Gov. >hatinon, Nov.

29, IS-ii,

I

I

ing persons belonging to nnluary organ-

1

i

I

(iov.

Woodson,

,Tuly 4, 1856, for-

bidding theasseuihlingof the Free-State
Legislature at Top>eka

;.;i28
;

Of Acting Gov. Woodson, August

25,

His prejudice against
gralion

18.5ri,

j

I
'

1

I

I

I

I

Eeeder

16
I

Pro-Slavery policy, mentioned in Gov. Reeder's

i

biography
7
Pro-Slavery polity, in May, 1S5G, Gov. Reeder's
accrmnt of, iu hLs diary
14
Pro-Slavery party, p'llicy of, mentioned in
biography of Gov. Shannon
89
Pro-Slavery party, position of, as given by Gov.
Stanton
47
Pro-Slavery attitude in respect to the Lecompton CoDstitution. described by Gov. Stanton, 150
Protest of .\iidrew .Mcl>(.nald, against Gov.
Reeder's power to decide between contest-

I

!

i

175

59
10

86

"

10
10

as Delegate to Congress, 1S5.".,
his diary of contest with J. W.
Whitfield, for seat' in Congress
of,

Mention in

Subpenaed before the Pro^^lavery Grand
Jury
Indicted for treason by the Pro-Slavery
Grand Jury
Indictment referred toby Acting Governor

I

!

i

'

j

!

I

of.

37

13
11

H

'.

I

I

Quarteily Journal of Inebriety, llarlfonl,
Quindaro, city of, mentioned bv C. K. Holliday
2U6, 207
Quitu)an, John A., of Mississipiii, action on
the Lecompton Constitution, mentioned by
Governor Stanton
161

34
34
36

j

i

Q.

QuA>-TRiLL, W.M. C, allusion to by D. W. Wilder
216
Quarter-Centennial Celebration, proceedings

6
13

August 1.5, 18,55
Takes part in Big Springs Free-State Convention

I

79

.'

euji-

Kansa-s in disguise. May, 18-56
Executive minutes of hi^ uliice, kept during his otticial service
Commissioned Governor of Kansas Territory
Arrives in the Territory
Tour of the Territory, with Judges ,Tohnston and Elmore, and .Marshal Donalson,
Proclamation ordering election of first
Territorial Legislature
Veto ot acts of the Pro-Slavery Legislature,
Receives notice of his removal from otfice,

Election
j

March

70-79
30, is.>i
Protestant T'piscoiial Church, first in Kansas,
mentioned bv Dr. McCabe
2ol
Prouty, S. S., mcutioned by P.. F. Simpson
196
Pultz, David, judge of second election, March
30, 1S.55
62,69
Puritans, New England, referred to by S. N.
Wood
234

New England

movements

Diary kept by, daring his escape from

declaring the Territory in a state of in133
surrection and reliellion
Products of Kansas, compared -nith other
States, stated l.y Gov. .Martin
1S9
Prohibition in Kansas, first act of.
65
Pro-Slavery Grand Jury, doings of, mentioned
in Gov. Keerier's biography
11
Pro-Slavery militia, ordered to muster at Lecompton,'in Mav, 1856, mention of, by Gov.

ants
Protests against returns of election of

74
Ray, Jame.s, sr., judge of second election
63,74
Reaif, Richard, mentioned by T. D. Thacher
252
Cliristopher C, commissioned justice
of the peace
lU
Redman, G. 1)., commissioned justice of the
peace
97
Redman, George W., commissioned justice of
the peace
97
Redpalh, James, mentioned by T. D. Thacher, 246
.Mentioned by ,fohn Speeri
242
Mentioned by D. W. Wilder
215
Reeder, Gov. Andrew H., biography of
5

Redman,

!

izations not authorized by the Territorial
120
laws, to dispor.<e

Of Acting

295

I

I

Woodson

of, with ijovernor Robinson and
Governor Roberts at Tecumseh or
Topeka, May 7, ls56, relative to policv to
be pursued by Free-State party and Topeka State Government
Marshal Fain's attempt to arrest
His communication to Governor Shannon
and.Tudge Lecomprein relation to threatened arrest in .Mav, 1S56
Concealment of,at Lawrerce, Mav 10, 1856,
Leaves fur Kansas dty. May 10, i"856
Concealment of, at Kansas Citv, from Mav

Lieut.

12 to

May

Copy

of will
1856

j

j
I

j

j

I

125

Conference

i

'.
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'

23, 1856

made

at

.'.

Kansas

City,

".

14
15

16
17
17

17

May 22,
,31

Escape in disguisedown the -Missouri river
by steamboat to Illinois, mentioned in
his biography
His escape Jrom Kansas City, and voyage
down the Missouri river, account of in
hisdiary
Escape of, George C. Brackett's recollec-

12

26

I

tions of

i

I

W., commissi. uieil County Clerk,
Railroad transpoitaiion, wusttrn, mentioned
by Mex. Caldwell
Railroads of Kansas, history and stati>tics,
address of James Humphrey, at Quarter( eiitennial Celebration
Railway statistics of the United States, given
by (iovernor Martin
Railways in Kansas, statistics of, given by

Radcltff,

J.

.'

109

!

2G0

i

I

209
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!

i

ISl
I

j
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I

.May
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S.-j

i

Natli.S.,jiid-,'e of

Iian.l.il|.h,

tice

IS.-,;-)

A.

Horton

.M.

1'.,

at Chicago,

on his escape
30

presence at the Illinois State Conveution at Hloouiington
dominated by the E'ennsylvania delegation, in I860, for the Vice I'residency...
Commissioned ilritradier General
Hi.s

Governor Martin
190
Rammtit, Henry, judge of second election
63,75
Ramsey, Nathaniel, judge of third election,

Ram-ey,

31

His reception
fiom Kansas

second election
62,70
mentioned by Chief Jus199

Hisdeath, .lulv 5, Ks'U
Mentioned byS. N. Wood
Mentioned bv .fohn Speer
Mentioned bv T. H. Thacher..245,

I

^'•'''

12
1!
2:;?

241, 24->
247, 249, 255
13

Reeder, Frank, letter <if.
Ilecs, Jac(d), conimtssioned constable
Roes, Lewis N'., judge of secondelection, .^ta^ch
:'>,

I

30
12

'

64,

'95

7S

Rees, Hichard R., commissioned justice of the

peace

95
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Goveniir

Keeiler's lufiili.m of. ia liisdiarv..

CaiKlidau-, tU'ctioti

RejetteJ
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i

i.>n>litutiiiD=

March

of
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;io,

1.^)5

78,

AdilrL'SS
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SI

ot'

the (^uiiitor-i.'enteiinial

at

'I'liaclior,

i.f

CeU-bration

2-li

Reprc.--ent;aive Districts csialiUshetl by Goteni-.r RtfUcr
Repubiicun plalfoiiu, 1> in, allusion of, to Harper's lerrv invasion; Gov. hobinson's ad.'.

G7

'.

dress

170
to the
17S
Kansas siru.'ule. Gov. Ki.l.iiison's addre.-s
Keyii. .Ills .loh II s.,c.minii-~ii.ivd County Clerk, 'j7
Keyni-'KI.^, [Ikjs., coninii^^i'inrd notary public. 131
41
ReynoM.-, Tho<., ,sr., nienuniiod

Republican party,

its

due

existf:nee

Conini-ssinned County C-nuuiissioner
Reynold.s, William, commis>ioned justice of the

peace

Rhea,

9:5

09

S. V.,

coiiinus>;ioned Lieutenant

141

112
Rice, Auder.<uu, declination •>f.
Rice, A. (>., cmuniissioued justice of the peace, 96
Rice, llallam, protest ol", a<,'ainst election re72
turns of Maich :W. IS-'.-l
Rice, ll.,caudidat.-.eloction March 80, IS.i.i ...71, 80
Richards'ui, William P., candidate, election of

31arch

:!o, ls.>5

77,

81

Major (ieneral
92
CorrtspMudence with Governor r^haunon,
1U4, in.",, luO
Wukiirusa War
Correspondence with Governor ^hallnou
and Si-creiarv W.uidson, in Au£:ii>t, ls'6,
relative lo eiaplovment of militia of the
Noitborn r>ivi>ion
132

Robinson, Gov. Cha.s. Continued
His indictment for treason, mentioned bv
Gov. Reeder
:
Departure of, for the East, May 9, 18.'^6,
mentioned by Gov. Reeder
Arre^t of, at Lexington, .Mo., mentioned by
Gov. Reeder
Gov. Rieder's mention of his being brought
back to Kansas as a prisoner
His policy in 18-^7, as understood by Gov.

14

'..

16

17

Zi

.'

Stanton'
164
Iteniarks ou introducing Gov. Martin, at
the i^iarter-L'entennial Celebration
ISO
Address at the Quarter-Centennial Celebration
176
Robinson, James M., com missioned Countv
Conunissioner
93
Robin^on, John W., mentioned bv Lieut.Gov.
Riddle
220
Robinson, Mrs. Sam T. L.. luentioneil bv (Jov.
30
l;eeder
.>
2>;6
Mentioned by Noblo L. Prentis
Rock Creek Precinct, second election, March
.'.

.'

'.

Roderi<iue, Dr. A., spoken of by Acting Gov.

Woodson
Rodgers, E.

'.

B.,

146

commissioned County Commis-

CbiiJUiissioiKd

Riddle, Lirui.Gov. A. P.. a.ldivssof, at nuarier215
Centennial Celebration
Connection wiih State ."Senate, mentionod.. 22o
PMffel, .lolin, commissioned
Ritles, I'rec-'-^tate. capture

mention

of, l^v

Lieutenant
114
of, at Prai.khn,

Govurnor Reeder

20

Riu^s, .^amuel A., mentioned bv Lieut. Gov.
Ri<Ulle

:

9.',, >j7, 11:;,
Eilev countv, utncers in l-^."..",-.^/,
Ringo, Georse, commi.ssi.uied constable
Ritchie, John, mentioned by Guv. lienver
Mentioned hv.Iohn Speer
Mentioned by Wetter R. Davis
Ritchie block, Topi-ka. referred to by Lieutenant Governor l-;iddle
Ritner, Gov. .Josejdi, mentioned by.Iohn .-^peer,
Rivelv, M. Pierce, cominissiontd Countv Treasurer
Resiirnaiion of
Cominissioned Lieut'nt Kiekapoo Rangers..
Roberts, Wil^on, Cimmissioned justice of the
peace
Roberls, Wiliiam Y., njcutionid by tiovernor
Reeder, in his diary
Other mention of, bv Governor Reeder, in
his diary
Mentioned bv .John ?peer
.MciKion-ed by T. L>. Thacher
246,
Robertson, Samuel M., commissioned Probate
.'.

.Indge Franklin ccuinty
Robinson, H. 1'., mentioned
Robiiison,(.ov. harles, mentioned..
Mentioned bv hief .lustice Hurton
Mentioned bv .lohn .-peer
Mentioned bv T. D. Th:icher...24.5, 247,
Meniioued bV S. N. Wood

Alhuled

to

Lieut,

l.v

bv

C.

(i.. v.

jr

Riddle.

-j,;?

218
24't

98
i:;u

HI

;>

242
2:«
272, 273
220, 22:5

iss(

2u6
277

1(57

Gov. l>.-iners mention of his trip with him
to the .soul hern partul the lerriiorv
172
Conference of, with Gov. Keederand l"ieut.
Gov. R..beits, at T.cums.h .ir Topeka,

May

7, IS"'6,

relative to

polky

sued by Free-<laie parly
Indicted for

jury

trt

lo be pura'nd Topeka

6.S

.'

Ruck.r,

P.,

commissioned Lieutenant

141

Robert M., mentioned bv (hief Justice
Iloriuu
!
200
Rnss, II, Alexander, commissioned justice of
the I'eace
07
Ruj^ell, Ed., alluded to by C. K. Holliday
207
Rus-lII, Georg'', ci.>!nmis>iiined justice of the
.50
p. ace
Russell, James 1!.. coruniissioned constable
08
l:u>- II, .loscph W., judL'c of second election.... G-i
Rus.-ell, W., attorney lor Governor Robit,son,
mentioned by (jovernor Reeder, in his diary, 24
Ryan, Joel, judge of second election
64
Ryon, J., candidate, election of March 30, 18-3.3, 76
Ru;;^'b.'s,

mentioned bv Chief Justice

Hort.in

198, 199,

St. llernard,

120

at

John, Governor John

Krown

P.,

nu'Utioned bv
John
'
273

jr

Mentioned bv Lieut.Gov. Riddle
St.
St.

200

Oov. Shannon requests troops to

be stationed
St.

Iiiuoduces (iov. Denver, at ihc Old !Setller.s' meeting, iiisniarck
<irove, Lawrence, sl.'ptember

oS,

Ross, J. B., judge of second election
64,78
Ross, Ediuiiud G., mentioned bv Werter R.
Duvis
268
Mentioned by R. F. Simjison
19j
Round Prairie Guards,mentioned
I3.i, lU
Rotit, Henry L., of Liberty, Mo., mentioned
bv Gov. Reeder
28

.?.iFFORn, jACon,
16

2::6,

K. HolUdav

.'.

peace

14

242
24S

245, 2-.4

Allusi.ui to, bv .-enator I'iumh

Root,

114

41
19S

(

Mention..,!

242

loO
45

I

Mentioned bv .(ohn Hrown

221
ini
99
171

E.W. H.Jiidge of second election
64, 76
his hou.~e mentioned;
38,60
Li.'ut. Gov. Joseph P., mentioned bv Lt.
Gov. Riddle
21s
Rose, Marcus II., commissioned justice of the
Rtd.'crs,

R..!;'e, r.,

223

Joseph, cityof.mentioiKd bv C. K. Hollidav.. 2o7
Joseph "Iree Democrat," alluded t,) bv b.

W. Wilder

214

.'.

St. Josejih. -Mo., mentioned by Alex.
St. Marvs Precinct, second election,
ls55..:
;

Caldwell,

March

2-39

30,

63
mentioned by C. K. Holliday
; 209
Lake Ciiv, tiansportatiou to, mentioned
by Ale.v. Caldwell
260
Salt Works of Kansas, mentioned by Ale-^c.
(a Id well
265
Siilter, Lieut. Gov. 5[. J., mentioned bv Lieut.
(..,v. Riddle
223
:
Salters, S. M., coioiuissiorted con.stable
.51,
5S
Sanborn, Prank U., letter of, to the (inarterleulennial Celebration
275
Sanders, James P commissioned Justice of the
r^'acc
98
Saulord, C. L,, commissioned justice of the
.-alina,

Salt

,

I'ro-S

Saier, William,

commissioned constable

120

INDEX.
Saunders, .Tauies P., buruinK of house of, spoken
133, 143
of bv Acting' (iovernor Woodsou
9'j
Siuitidcrs, .Id^liua, cuuimissioned constable
115
Saunders, .1. T.. commissioiied Capiaiu
Saunders, William, couiuiissioued justice of the
••— ll'-*
peace
Schools wniiK-n as teachers ui, nienlioued by
266
N. L.Vrentis
Schools of Kansas: Addrcs.<of Kev. I.»r. Richard
Cordley, al the Quarter-Centennial C'elebra:

190
Statistics of, given bv Ciovernor Martin
uiautioued by T. D.
I'hilii) C,
246, 24S, 252
Thacher
At Kansas City, May, IS-iO, mentioned by
21,24
Governor Keeder..'
Scott, Sanuiel, candidate, election of March -SO.

291

Shannon, Gov. Wilson— C5:»i/(ni«".?.Considers the U. S. trooi)s the only forces
proper to use in enforcing the law.; and
preserving tlie peace in i-be Territory,
(letters to the President and Col. Sumnerl

Thomas, mentioned bv Alex. Cald262
well
Searcy, Edward, commissioned County Ireasmentioned by Lieut. Gov. Riddle, 222
Secret order, l'ree-.^tale, meutioued by John
2/2
](ro\vnjr
Sedgwick, Maj. John. U. S. Anuy, referred to.. 119
.Sears, T.V".,

Order

to,

7, IS-^iG,

from

23, 1856, notities Col. Sumner that be
will be absent from the Territory ten
days, advi.-.es a certain di>position of the
troops, and direclsdispersal of the Free-

128
executing writs
Senate of the State of Kansas: Address of Lt.
(;ov. liiddle, al tjuarter-Ceatenuial Celebra.

213

tion
Sentinel, Washington, quoted

in Governor's
G

bio^raphv
Scr|)ell,

.luun,

commissioued justice of the

^'ca'iR'liVi'a'ti-",'el7orion

of

March

72

is.w

Wm. II.. mentioned bv H.l\ Simpson.. 19-3
mentioned by Lieut.Gov. Kiddle, 224
Se.x.ton, J.
127
Shannon, .Vug., c.>iuniissioned Lieutenant
S3
Shannon, I)avid, mentioned
8'
Shannon, (ieorge, mentioned
S7
mentioned
James,
Shannon,
87
Shannon, John, mentioned
Shannon, John, commissioned Quartermaster, 111
91
Shannon, ():>bun, mentioned
8S
Shannon, Iht'nia-, mentioned
S7
Shannon, <iov. Wil.-nn, biograjihy of
Commissioned nivermjr of Kansas Xerri94
torrv, August 10, iy-V5
Takes oath of ottice, before Secretary
94
Woodson, .>^ept. 7, ISi-i
His views of partv obligations and official
89
(Ultv, mentioned in his biography..
Issues orders, >ov. 27, ISV,, to Gen. Hiehardsou and Adjt. Strickler; commenceSeward,

'/..,

i

:

ment

of

Wakarusa War
Nuvt-mber 2^ is.^);i,

99
to President

Letter of,
Pierce, giviu.,' infornuitio;. of allUirs at
99
commeneemeiii of \VaU;uu,-a \Var.
Proclamation, Nuvtuii.er J'.i, ISo-i, calling
on citizens to aid i.u ijuelling armed or102
gani;'!;'tions«f lawl..>, n.en
I)isp:itch toSherit! JoD.js, I)Lcember2, l!S.i5,
directing hini to await orders from

Wa>hingt.)n
Correspondence wiih

103, 106

Col. K. V.

104, 107

CorresfMXidencif with (ienoral William P.

Richardson, Wakarusa War ..103, lot, Pl.i, 106
Orders to .Major General Richardson, Wa103
karusa War
C>irresp.iiidrncc with General II. J. Strickler,

Wakuu>,i War

.

106

Letter t" I'resid* ul 1'ien.e, December 11,
]S.'>.i, at close of Wakarusa \Var, narratingthe events and pcaci'ful termination
•

thereof.
Letters, April 20

situation in May, is.",!!
Mentioned by .Folia Speer
P.., meniioned by
Shaw. M. K., judge of seeonci

20
242
Lt.

Gov. Riddle, 221

election,

March
64

30. 185.5

Shaw. William, commissioned

justice of the

96

peace
.^hawuee couutv,

cities of,

mentioned by

:
HoUidav
Shawnee county othcers,iu
Shawnee precinct election

C.

K.
206

1S5.5-15S6..93, 94, 97, 110

frauds, mentioned
255
by T. D. Thacher
44
Sha'wnei' .^Iission, mentioned
'64
Second election at, March -30, 18.35
237
Mentioned by S. N. Wood
bv
mentioned
Dr.
Missions,
Shawnee Indian'
230
F.S. McCabe
Shawnee Mission, Capital of the Territory_at.
", 44, So
mentioned
the
justice
of
commissioned
Joshua,
Sheck,
'

Sheldon, (). II., mentioned by Lt. Gov. Riddle.. 223
Sheppard, Joseph W., coiuuiissioued justice of
99
the peace
41,62
Sherman, llenrv, elections at house of.
41

Mentioned.'.

Sherman, John, menti-nied bv tiov. Recder
Sherman, Gen. William T., "letter of, to the

13

Prfsident of the State Hisioriral Society
Sherrv, Rvron, mentioned bv Lieut. Cio'v. Riddle
Mentioned bv Chief Justice lIortOQ
Sibley, Major 11. 11. ordered with mounted
force, July 1, 185i;, from Fort Kiley to Topeka,
bv .Acting Gov. \\oodson

276

.'.

:

221
2oO

,

Lake Precinct, second

Silver
30,

election,

127

March
63

.--

1.^.35

Ci. -M., commissioned ronnty Treas...
Simmons, William, judge of third election,

Simcock,

110

'

Mav

22,

S3
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Simoiis Walter
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mentioned bv IJcut.

(iov.

223
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Uid.llo

F., author biography of
(iovernor Shan lion
Member of (iuarier-Centeunial Celebra-

Address

of, al
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tion

Mentioned bv I. ieiit. Governor Riddle....221, 223
2.;8
Mentioned by Werter It. Davis
.lohn ('.,commi>sioiied .Vsse.-sor

Shawnee
119

county
Sims,
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S7
17-5

tion

Siiii-i

and 2.> l-^oO, to Col. L. V.
Suiinur, rehitivi- to :t._,ns to arn^st Samu.
114, 115
X. V.'m.jcI
'tl'Ts to Col. Sumn.r, ni .Mav and .hitic,
ls-".6, n lutivc to the di-posi-'ion of I'. ,<.
troops for the preservation of order. ..ll'^-12t
1

L

123
124

18.i6

SimpMiii, p.eiijamin

Sumner,

Wakarusa War

State Legislature, TopeUa
for St. Louis, June 23,

Leaves

Letter of, from St. Louis, June 27, 18.)6, to
12-5
President Pierce
Procures the release of Col. Titus: spoken
lol, 139, 143
of by AclinsGov. Woodson
131
Resignation of, August 18,18-56
His personal character and standiiig as a
lawyer in Kansas, subsequent to his of91
ficial career
Governor Reeder's account of his helpless

Sharp, Isaac

Gov. Woodson, July
l>eputy Marshal Fuiu iu

.-VctiiiL;

to assist

120

,'

laws, to disperse

June

Schuyler,

Scott, ilon.

US

Pn>ciamation of, June 4, lS.iii,comnianding
persons belouL'ing to military organizations, not authorized bv the Territorial

mentioned

\Villiain.

Governor
Address

at
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bv

Lieutenant
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Skidmoi-f, ,lohn W., commissioned justice of
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tbepe:.ce
.'.
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Skillback, Dr.,
robbing of store of, at
Franklin, spoken of by Acting Governor
\Voo(i,son
13S, 143
Slaves in Territory at first census
59
Slave Code, Kausas, mentioned by John Speer, 241
Slave ()li;,'arcliv, its rule of the country slated
by (iovernor".Martin
181
Slave l'<i\ver, its political control, as stated by
S, N. Wood
235
Slavery issue iu Kansas, account of by Gov,

ernor linbiiisun.

'

(

'.,

!

;

;

I

j

I

stitution

and

l-'hiladelphia, mentioned bv him
159
Address to the people of the United States

March
71

j

I

'

73

:

Commissioned Lieutenant
Smith, 1>. Z., appointed judge of

'

12a
first

."

election,

Nov. 29, lS-34
Smith, Geo W., mentioned bv John Speer
Mentioned bv S. N. Wood
Mentioned by T. D. Thacher
246,
Smith, Gerrit, mentioned bv Col. Anthonv
Mentioned by I). W. W'ilder
Smith, James, commissioned constable
Smith, John, commissioned constable
Smith, Samuel B., judge of second election,
.'

30, 1>55

I

I

42
242
238
255
217
214
116

j

1

I

,

'

(

II3
,

;

Caldwell....

;

138
:

i

!

I

I

93
!

j

213
97

i

H

83
229
258

traffic in

Humphrey

209

(.

oqq

.murder

of,

mentioned bv John
'

Horton

."

242
75
72

202

Rev. .\braham, mentioned bv Dr. McCabe, 231
Slinson, Samu'.l A., mentioned bV B. F. Simp"
195
Stinson, Thomas N., commissioned Treasurer
of Sliawnee Co
110
Election at house of
83
62,
Stockton, Isaac I)., election at house of
63
Judge of second election, March 30. 18.35. 63, 73
Story, .lustico .loscph, mentioned bv Chief Jus-

f

.

N.Wood..'.' 236

of

•'>8

Still,

commissioned justice of the

Wm., commissioned Assessor

14

248

262

and railroad

Speer

230

".

tice Horton
Stotler, .laciili, mentioned
Ri.ldle
Stover, E. S., mentioned

.Jef"-

ferson county
II3
Spratt, S. "W., judge of second election. Marcii
3ti, 1835
75
Spring, I'rof. L. W., alluded to bv f i)."fh'acii'er" 251
Spurgeon, Geo. W., n.^ntione'l by l,i..-ut. Gov!
223
..
Snuatier laws, mentioned by s^. n! Wood'.'.'.!!., .. 2:;6

223

Statistics of wagon transDonatinn a'cross the
Plains, given bv Alex. aldwell
260
Stearns, Clark, mentioned bv S. N. Wood
235
Stearns, Geo. L., mentioned bv D. W. Wilder... 214
Steele, James W., mentioned i>y D. W. Wilder, 216
Steele, Willis G., commissioned constable
130
Stephens, Alexander H., action in committee

Stewart,

Mentioned by T. I>. Thach'er...'..'.'....V..V.246' 248
Mentioned by John RrMwnir
''70
Mentiniied bv D. \\ Wildrr
ojy
S.

Alex. Caldwell
Statistics of railroads

Stewart, Joseph, judge of second election
63,
Stewart, J. i:., atiidavi: of, concerning returns
of election of .ilarch 30, 1855
Stewart, W. C, mentioned bv Chief Justice

peace
112
Speer, John, commissioned justice of the peace, 49
Address of, at (^uarter-Lentennial Celebra-

mentiniiL-d by

221

Horton

^

.

Gov

Stephenson, John W., of Kentucky, action on
the Lecompton Constitution, mentioned by
Governor Stanton
161
Stevens, Thad., mentioned by D. R. Anthony... 217
Mentioned by John Speer
'.... 240

11

Moore to Acting Gov. Woodsor and Col. 1*
St. George Cooke
140
Southern emigrants, arrival of, at Kansas
City, mention of by Gov. Reeder
19,
20
"Southern Rangers," mentioned
iSo] 141
Spalding, Charles C, commissioned justice of
the peace
97
Sparr, Andrew J., commissioned justice of the

Spicer, Ju.lge
Sprngue, D. R.,

Lieut.

".

on the Lecompton Constitution, mentioned
by Governor Stanton
ii;o, 161
Stephens, Nathaniel B., commissioued justice
of the peace
.53
.-^i,
Stephens, N. T., mentioned by Chief Justice

Soutlierland, s.^and (i.W. Ilutciiinson, seizure
of, by a mob in Lecompton, mentioned in
letter of Wm. Hutchinson and H. Miles

tion

228

]

Row, mentioned bv

Riddle

State Normal School, referred to by ijr. Cordley
State officers under the Topeka Constitution,
mention of in Gov. Reeder's diarv
State University, location of by the Topeka
Legislature, mentioned by T. t). Thacher
Referred to bv Dr. Cordley
Stateler, L. B., judge of election
41, 62,
Statistics of Kducatiou. given by Dr. Cordley...
Statistics of Kansas. giv~en by \Vm. Sims
Statistics of Kansas manufactures, Kiven by

Kansas, given by James
222
71
83

I

263

South Carolina, Alabama and Georgia, emigration from iu 1856,meutionedinGOv. Recder's
biography
Southern emigration in 18-^6, character of.......

State Ilo'use

'.

j

51

72

.'.

State .Agricultural College, referred to bv Dr.

Cordley
j

Judge of third election, May 22, 1855
83
Smith, t^eth, commissioued Commissioner of
Deeds
112
Smith, William, commissioned justice of tiie
burning of his house referred to
by William llutchinson and H. Miles Moore,
Snoddy, James D., mentioned bv Lieut. Gov.
Riddle
Snyder, Eli, judge of second election.
63,
Judge of third election. May 22, 1855
Snyder, Henry, commissioned County Commissioner
"Sod House," newspaper, Cimarron, mentioned by D. W. Wilder
Sonnamaker, F. C, commissioned Coroner
Sorghum manufactures, mentioned by Ales.

on the Lecompton Constitution, extracts
from
162
Mentioned by T. D. Thacher
248, 255
Mentioned by S. N. Wood
238
'
Stark, Andrew, 'mentioned bv Chief justice
Horton
uk, 199
Starr, Frederick, mentioned bv D. W. Wilder.. 214
.'

I

30,183.3

151

Addresses on his departure from the Territory. at Columbus, Albany. New York,

;

223, 224

30, 1855

i4g

on his assuming the duties of Acting Governor, Nov.
,10, 18.37.....
:
:
1.55
Message on the opening of the extra session
of the Legislature, mentioned by him.... 156
Attitude iu respect to the Lecompton Coa-

253
63
63

Smallwood, William II., mentioned by Lieut.
Governor Riddle
222
Smith, A. II., judge of second election, March

Spraguc,

2, 1881
Critical condition of affairs

mentioned by Lieutenant Governor

Small, Jas. M., judge of second election,

peace
Snider,

September

j

men-

Riddle

March

Squatter Sovereign, newspaper, mentioned by
T. I). Thacher.:.
247
Mentioned by S. N. Wood
.",
238
Stallard, Randolph, mentioned
.
37
Stanton, (iovernor Fred. P., address of, at oid
Settlers' Meeting, Bismarck Grove, Lawrence,

177

Slavery in the Lecompton Constitution,
tioned by T. P. Thacber
Sloan, K. .\f., jmlge of second election
Sloan and Beaubien, election at store of
Sluss, H.

I

;

'.

:

I

222

bv Lieut. Governor
Kiddle
jjj, 223
Strang, J. C, mentioned by Lieut, (iov! Riddle', 224
Striekler. Hiram J., candidate, election March
">. 1855..
SO
71,
Commissioned Adjutant lieneral
92
.'.

.

198

bv Lieut. Covernor

INDEX.
Gov-

Strickler, IlJram J., correspondence with

299

Thi-bault, F.

100
ernor Shannon, WakaniMi War
S. M., aientioned by Lieut. Governor

commissioned Couniiissioner

J.,

oif Deeds
131
Cat, newspaper, Thomas county, menti. lied by D. W. Wilder
213
Thompson, Clay, commissioned Probate Judge, 93
Thompson, Charles M., commissioned LieutenaJBt
117

Thomas

SlrickltT,

StritigftlUiw, Botiiauiin F. and John II., nieu2:>S
tioiitd by S. N.'Wood
Strin^'fvdloV, Jaiues, conimi-ssioned clerk of
93
the'jirobate court of Ara]>alioe county
election
of
Stringfcllow, .lohu H., candidate,
81
76,
Marcli 30, 1>.m
Ill
CoMiuii.~>ioned Cajitain
115
Conimis>ii>ned Colonel
Strlugl'ellow, J. W., commissioned Lieutenant.. 118
Stubbs, I'ree-Siate niilitary company, men273
tioued by .lobn Brown jr
Subktt, U'Uliauj, commissioned Lieutenant.... 117
Sumner, town of, mentioned by C. K. llolli20G, 207
dar
Sumner, Charles, mentioned by D. R.Anthony, 217

Thismpson, Fleming, and Wm. N. Borden, complaint made before Gov. Reeder in behalf of, 37
Thoiiiipson, Henry, commissioned Coroner
96
Thc*iupson, .T. C., commissioned Lieutenant
114
Thempson, James E., commissioned constable, 1-30

I

I

!

277
Mentioned by Senator Plumb
195
Mentioned by B.F.Simpson
240
Mentioned bv John Speer
217
Mentioned by D.W. Wilder
Sumner, Col. E. V., mention of, by Gov. Reeder, 20
Correspondence with Got. Shannon

j

Commissioned Colonel
Commissioned Sheritt".

I

Thoiajpson, T.

i

March

92
93

-.

judge of second election,

30, l^i.i

Thompson,

!

J.,

78

64,

W'illiatu,

mentioned

John

by

Eipown jr

i

273

Tbitimson, B. F., commissioned justice of the

i

110
iK;ace
Thi'irrton, T. J., protest of,. against returns of
72
et-t'ction of March 30
Th:jrston, E. M., mentioned by T. D. Thacher.. 249
Tibbitts, Allen P., commissioned Probate
94
JtiiJge of Arapahoe county
63,83
Wakarusa War
104, 107 I.Tit.ss, J. B., election at house of
131
Titas, Henry T., commissioned Colonel
Letter of, JuIt 2, 18-56, to Acting Gov.
127
Sacking of his house, his capture and reWoodson
131
Indorsement of Acting Gov. Woodson's
lease mentioned
proclamation fi;rbidding the assembling
His capture, and sacking of bis house,
of the Free-State Letiislature at Toptka,
spoken of bv Acting Governor Wood'.....
128
.lulv 4
son
139, 143, 144
93
247
Mentioned by T. I). Thacher
To<!d. G. D., commissioned Sheritf.
205, 206
Topeka, mentioned by C. K. Holliday
Sunday Schools in Kansas, statistics of, given
233
TojjHika, first schools in, mentioned by Dr.
by Dr. McCabe
228
Swedish and I'sorwegian churches, in Kan.sas,
C'ordley
232
referred to bv Dr. McCabe
Topeka, "Gov. Shannon requests Col. Sumner,
Swift, Frank B., mentioned by John Speer
242
May 21, 1856, to station U.S. troops at or near.. 118
Symcoc, G. M., commissioned Treasurer, MadiToTfeka, Governor Shannon advises troops to
123
110
son county
to be stationed ai, July 4, 1^56
Tos«ka Legislature, Governor Shannon directs
General Sunjner to disperse, should it assemT.
\<>&
123
Me July 4.
T.^i'i-.iX, Samuki. F., protest asjainst election
TojKika Lcgisbture, iirocliimation of Acting
"
returns of .March .30, 1S.55
iov. Woodson, July -!, 1856, forbidding the
70
128
231!
Mentioned by S. X. ^\"ood
asi-'embling of.
Mentioned by T. P. Thaoher
Topeka Constitution, referred to by Acting
240, 240
144
Tate, John H., commissioned justice of the
tiovernor Woodson
2(J6
Mentiontd by C. K. -Holliday
peace
112
Ta.xable valuations in Kansas, stated by Gov.
Topeka Constiluiional Conventiou, account of,
245
Martin
ISO
by T. I). Tharher
Taylor,
Topeka outlaws, referred to by Acting Gov.
at Kansas City, mention of, by
144
Gov. Reeder in his diary
23
Woodson
Taylor, <;. W., Gov. Reeders mention of.
79
Tojieka Legislature, dispersion of, mentioned
247
Tavlor, John M.,t;omuussioned justice of the
bv T. D. Thacher
114
Topeka Legislature, is.i6, sketch of, by John
P'-ace
271
Tebbs, Ubadiah B., commissioned justice of the
Brown jr
peace
55
54,
Topeka State Ciovernment, policy of, in Mav,
."..
14
Commissioned Probate Judge
92
5856, as mentioned bv (iovernor Reeder
Tebbs, W. H., judge of first election, iSovember
T'jtlen, Thomas, cmmi-sioned County Clerk... Ill
2ii, is.5-t
41
Towns and cities i>f Kau-as, growth of, stated
Martin
-186
Governor
Candidate, election of March 30, 18.55... .78, 81
bv
Tecum-)Ch, town of, mentioned
T'Avnsley, .las., mentioned by.bihii Brown jr... 273
41
Mentioned by C. K. HoUiday
205
TrJiins of wa-.,-oiis across the Plains, statement
260
Apfiointed place for holding courts in
of, by Alotaiider I aldwell
Transportation, wagons, overland, account of
Second Judicial Pistriet
57

—

I

;

-..

i

I

j

I

j

'.

]

i

i

I

i

j

I

;

,

Meeting of Congressional Investigating
Committee at, .May 5, ls5i'.
11,
First church at, UKiitiontd by Dr. Mc! 'abe,
Territorial Government: Address of Jolin
".

by Alexand.r
13
231

Speer

at Ciuarter-Ceutennial Olebratioii
230
Territorial Troubles, described bv D. F. Simp-

son

194

.".

Thach. r, Solon O., mentioned bv Chief Justice
Horton
198, 109, 2U0, 201
Mentioned by Lieut, (iov. Riddle
2-J4
2(iS
-Meotioiud by Werter R. Davis
Meniion'.l by P.. F. Simpson
195, I'Jt)
Tliacher, T. Dwight, address at the QuarterContennial Celebraliou
244
M.nfi„r,.,l l,v It F. Simpson
IW
.M^nlioii.-.lbV.robu r.rownjr
2/1.
.

lha\i_r, li.uiv aiipuiuted jiiil-e of
ti..ii,

N.,i-.

:;:..

is,-,4

M. ntioiad by D. K. Aiit!..M,v
Alluded to by Cov. ICobiuson

first

I

aldwell

2.59

Treason, iuiUotmeiit of Free-State men
referret.1 to by Governor Shannon
Treasurer of tlie Territory, commis>iuned

for,

Trniib!.', Louis, commisMon.d cot. -table
•Iribune, Lawr.-iice, piloted by Joliii S|,efcr
Tribune, New ^'ork, Kansas fuml, mentii.)ned
bv D. W. Wilder
Quoted by D. W. Wilder

.

118
98
119
241

214
217

Tribune, ijuiiidan.., mentioned bv Lieut.Gov.
220
Riddle
Ii3
Troy, KausiL^ m'-ntioned by (Jov. Denver
True, Williaiii R., commissioned Countv Conimi:^si,)uer
inislia, comuiis.sioned
Kl.etioi; at hou>e of....

Tucker,

93
113
6S

'.

Coroner

Sficv-

45

Tiin'nel,"s.

W., couiii.i-vioned con stable.'.."..

l':i4

-Tusiuiui^'goe .Mouiued

17.'s

Taton,

J..S'.,

llitles."

m.r.tion.-d

mentioned by John Blown

jr

'

9ii

!14

272

statp: historical society.

300

Tuttle, William P.,cnnunissioned justico of the

peace
Twoiublv, Henj;\iuin H.,

99,

ai)pointecl judge
first election, N..)vemlier li'.i, lA'A
Juclu'O of election, M.ireli 30, lS.5-5

HO
42
41
55

Ainiointeil census taker
Tyler, President John, mentioned

Sy

U.

r.MKAEGER, G. W.,

affidavit of,

concerning re-

turns of election of March 30,
"Union Guards," mentioned

ISoo

71
I'ij

United Presbyterian Church, first in Kansas,
231
mentioned by l^r. McCabe
United States troops, a certain disposition of
123
advised by Governor Shannon
The only forces deemed by Governor Shannon prO|ier to use in enforcing the laws,

aud preserving peace

in the Territory,
the President and Colonel

(letters to

Sumner,)
United States Army, employed

118

Lecompton

Constitution
Universitv, Kansas State, mentioned by Cien.

1-58

Sherman

276
Utt, Milton, commissioned justice of the peace, 112
^y. T.

Justice Norton
1'J9,
Mentioned by Lieut. Gov. Riddle
Valuation of property, given by Wm. Sims
Van Ada, Thomas, commissioned justice of the
peace
Van Arsdale, .John A., commissioned justice of
the peace
Van Horn, .Tohn, appointed judge of first election, Nov. 29, ISoi
Vance, Gov. .loseph, mentioned
Vance, .Tolm M., commissioned notary public-.
Vanderhost, John, commissioned Sergeant
Major
Vanderslice, T., J., candidate, election of Mar.

201
221

Riddle

IIC

referred to

by D.

Judge of second

election,

oO, l.S'5...

70

manufactures, mentioned bv Alex.
Caldwell
203
Wagon transportation across the Plains and
Mountains, account of, by Alex. Caldwell
2-59
Wagstatr, W. R mentioned by Chief Justice
.'

,

Horion

.Lieut.

".^^I

lo2
oo,

Gov. 223
2ir)

the

at

Quarter-Centennial Celebration

2-56

oT

the peace

i

-

Watson, John U., mentioned bv Chief Justice
Horton
Wattles, Augustus, election of, May 22. 18->5....
Watts, Rev. 11. M., appointed judge of second

201

iS->

Cabe...'

Wear, Samuel C, judge of second

election,

Mar.

Web'b.ILG., mentioned bv Chief just. Horton, i-W
Webb, William C, mentioned bv Chief Justice
199,200, 2<J1
Horton
Webster, William C, commissioned justice ot

1,855

120

Hi
30,
'?,

Wellington, mentioned by C. K. HoUiday

Welsh churches in Kansas, referred to by Dr.
McCabe
Wentworth. John, mentioned by D. U \\ iider,
.

Westbrook,.A.. J. (i., commissinne-.l Lieutenant.
Westfall, B. C, judge of second election, March

Gov. Shannon
White, A., mentioned by S. N. Wo'-l
White, ilartin, commissioned justice of the

of

'.)'J

ing

oi, l,y ,!uliu Speer
242
orders and correspondence relat-

to,

from November 27

to

December

11, 18 V)

Wakefield, John

March

.\.,

candidate,

election

99-109
of
70
S6

30, ISo'i

Candidate, election of
Menti'.necl

l,v

Menrioni'd by
V'lte eait

T.
S.

1).

N.

Mar

22, 18.55

Thaeher

24f,,

\\,.,,.l

248
235

Territorial eleelion.

:«).

C.

K. Holliday

We&ti)ort roads, robberies on, referred to by

White, Robert £)., commissionei Captain
White, R. D., commissioned Lieutenant
White, Stephen, judge of .second e!.ction._
63.
White, S. l;., judge of second election
Whitehead, Carv B., judu'e of second election.

March

30,

>>i,

is.",.-,

Commissiiined

Sheritt".

Whitehead, John W., candidate, election of

for as I'elenate to (.'ongress, first

48

March

?"

"o

30, 1855...

Westport, mentioned by

Meutiou

51
2'JJ

Wells, ,Iohn D., commissioned County Commissioner
Wells, John H.,judKeof second election, March

Sumner ti> protect settlers in
Wakarusa War, cnmmencement
Otlicial

8o

Indian Missions, mentioned bv Dr. Mc-

AVaitman, .lohn, commissioned Commissioner,
Anderson county
112
Wakanl^a Valley, Gov. Shannon asks Colonel
121

-5
•^-'0

*>"-

election

the peace
Coiumissioned Lieutenant
J., candidate, election of March

195

March

mentioned bv

W^eddell,

commissioned constable... 112

Wagon

^5
15'-

"0
F.,

Mentioned by D. W. Wilder
Poem of, on John Brown, read

Wea

69

J.,

McCabe
Referred to by Governor Stanton
Ward, G. W., candidate, election of March

peace
117

30,

;

Sherman

41
constable...

period of Kansas, statement of, by Governor Martin
War of the Rebellion, its ertect upon the
churches in Kansas, mentioned by I'r. F. S.

SI
77.
Waterson, Thomas W.. ilonor.^
?o
4.5,
Commissioneil ju-iiue of the (e-iee
Watkins, James E., Lommis^ion-d Lieutenant. 129
Walkins, Thouuis, commissione iii.-tice of the

mentioned bv B. F. Simp-

F.,

son
"Waful,

November J'J, 1854
Wantou, William C, commissioned

41
SO
112

\V.

candidate, election of >LTrch

Wade, Henjamin

Walters, Samuel, conunissioned Assessor
Wanton, R. C, ai)[ioiuted judge of first election,

Washington Creek settlement, Douglas county.
13.8, 143
mentioned by Acting Gov. W-hkUou

W.
B.,

223
95, 110

90

221

A.

271
^i

,

Warren, Thomas C, commissioned justice of

Wilder
212
Voss, >L v., mentioned hv Chief Just. Horton, 200
Mentioned by Lieut. 'Gov. Riddle
222
VotOrs, number of, at first census,.
59
Qualitications of, prescribed by Governor
Eeeder
43,00

"VV'.iDE,
185.5

jr

Mention of bv Governor Rceder
Mentioned by Lieut, (iovenior Riddle

25S^

76

30, 1S.15

of,

Browu

Riddle

Vcale, George W., mentioned by Lieut. Gov.
Virginia, newspapers

2^2
tioncd by T. I). Thacher
Walker, Capt. Samuel J., mentioned by John

Ware, Eugeue

mentioned by Chief

M.,

93

1855

V.

Damkl

Valentixk,

t

Walker, Gov. Robert J., his attitude in respect
151
to the Lecouiptou Constitution
Visit to Topeka at time of Free-State Cr.{ivention, in June,, 18.57. meutioued by
104
Stanton
Governor
His retireuxMit from the Territory, Gov15.5
ernor Stanton's account v>f
lOo
Tribute to, paid bv (iovernor Stanton
248, 2.J4, 2-5.5
Mentioned by T. U. Thacher
Action in reference to elect ion frauds, mea-

War

to protect the

polls at the elections und'er the

Walker, A. P., commissioned Quartermaster... 131
Walker, Matthew, commissioned County omuiissiouer

ot

30, 1555

2:>2

2'4
ll'>

INDEX.
Whiteheail, .Tamos R.,coiuniissionea constable,
ConiiuissiMntd ( ouiity rierk
Whitlieki, .Folm W'.. lUx-lnn-'l elt-ctdl Delegate
ti) Co\>iir<.'«. tirst rrrnlnrial election
r»eclureiU'l«'fti'd 1 it Iru'.-iti- to Cuugress, elec10,
tion of ilctober 1, \'<>r>
Gov. Keeiler'suientiou in his diary, of conongres;!
test with, for .-^eat in
tirst
Congress,
Vote ca.-t for. as delegate to

4o

Territorial election'.
Whitloek, James, candidate, election of

-iS

<

yo, IS.w

mention

Whitnev,

.V. J.,

votes for, election of
(r.,

iiuoted

'.

|

Commissioned constable
Commis-ioued County Comniissiiiner.

;

4S

'

Wolf Hiver

March

Women

as teachers, mention of by Noble L.
Prentis
Women of Kansas Address of Koble L. Prentis
at the (Juarter-Centennial Celebration
Wood, (apt. T. J., r..-^. Army, referred to
Wood, .\iithonv, ajipointed judge of tirst election, Noveniber20, is.-,.i.....'
Wood, Jesse D., candidate, election of May 22.

lo

Wichita, mentioned by ('. K. Ilolliday
52,
\ViglUman, .T, S.,comunssio!ied constable
Wikotr, L. A., editor and propriutor
Wilco.K, Philip v., commissioned justice of the
peace
Letter of, to the Quarter-Centennial Celebration
at Kansas City, mention of
V."iIcox, .Mrs.

-8
240
209
54
166

W<X)d, John

Wood, Samuel

;

Indictment
Efforts for

_
9-5

Mentioned by
S.,

J>.

!

,

52

Mentioned by T. V. Thaeher
Mentioned by John Brown jr

t,;,

6->

So

31
May 22, Is.jO, copv of.
Williams, Charles .\u-ustus. appointed E.kccu3fi
tive t lerk of Kansas Territorv
242
bv
John
Speer,
Williams. Iknrv H., iiKMilioned

249
272

M.-„ii..TR.d In- I.icMt. (n.v. I;iddlH
William-, S. A., eandi.iatv, tl.xtion uf
30,

April

1

ir.,

<

SO
92

9o
Conimi-loi,.-d Probate .Uulge
Williams, Mei.hen !i., c..miuissi..ned sherilf,
113
Rilfv cuiiily
William.-;, Wiley, commissioned justice of.the
9S
peace
58
54,
Comuii-ssioned as oiuistable
Willniott, Joseph D., commissioned Clerk, Linn

L;ui.^ and .\. II. Kredcr..:
to (.ol. (o,,u.\ ar Tor:
Uilev, .lin,,::i. 1-;
Request.- Col. SMiiii..'r to be with tn...,.sut

James H.

Send. re-iuNiti-u
;

Topeka, .liilv 4, l-."Request of, July 4, is".-., to .Maj. II. H. Sillev. to march 'to near Topeka
Proclamation of, Julv 4, is.-c,, f.,rbiddinz
the a.-.-emblmg of T'.'ijeka Le-'islatur.\...
Correspondence in August, \^r„;, with i.ien-

:

;

olfey.r.-Litive to
erals Riel'.ard-on and
emi/lovmeiit of militia b. repel Northern
(

;

|

county

113, 119

Willow S|irings Voluntet-r Military Company,
niemioned
Wilson, -Anihoiiy, commissianed Treasurer,
Calhoun county
.

115

76

Wilson, HieroT., appointed judge of
tion, Nov. 29, is.i4

first elec-

Commissioned County Commissioner
Wilson, James, judge of second election
63,
Wilson, .lames T., commi>sioned Sheriti'.
Kesignation of.
Wilson, .John, conimissioncd Lieutenant
Wilson, Robert, appointed judge of tirst election, Nov. 29, is5t
Judge of second election
64,
Kleclionat house of
Wilson, V. P. mentioned by Lieut. Governor
Kiddle
Winehell, Juuies M., mentioned by B. F.Simp-

41

93
'o

93
117
134
41

74
63

223

»"n
195
Winti. Id, mentioned bv C. K. Ilolliday
209
inganlner, N., judge of second election
76
63,
>\ingti.|il,
(harles^ commissioucd County
I'ouiuii'Nsioner
93
WintiiieM, lleurv, commissioned justice of the
If.K"
I'.'O

A\

\V

JM

,

<

M,v.

n.

.v.,

mentioned bv Gov. stanlon...

inva.Mon

I

I

j

117

Wilson, David, comiuijsioned justice of the
peace
122
Wilson, George, commissioned Probate Judge.. 93
AVilson, G. IL, judge of second election, March
30, 1S55

:

1.S.57

Sketch of ins services as Acting Governor
of Kansas Territory
Informs ol. CoMkej>f indictnu ists a'.'Uinst

;

March
74,

r,.lo,„

1^, i-.'o, to

12, 1^"7, to

.Vctiijgtlovernor
!

9G
22", 224

lt>.^5

Commi<Montd

Frvno .August

September 11, 1856
Actina tiovernor: From :\Iarch

,

Williams, olivcr'r., commissioned as County

Treasurer

:

(Inv-

bration
',

19:>

peace

March

Mentioned bv John Brown jr
Mentioned by Lieut. (Jov. Riddle... 219, 221,
Mentioned by John Speer
Woodson, Sicretarv Daniel, commissioned Socreturv of Kansas Territory
Acting Governor: June 2, ISm
Aetin-- Governor: Fr-uu .\ugu-t U',, 1v\t.
^. vl,
September 7, is'^
.\ctiiig Gov.Tnor; l-'r"iu .Uine -i, !-":, to

j

couimissioned justice of the

Wilkins<in, .\lIou, iud~e of second election
72,
Candidate. eUeti^.n of March 30, 185.^
Will of (.ovornor I'.i.eder, made at Kansas City,

Jvulci-..

mentioned
his arrest, mentioned by
of,

111.
ernor Shannon
Member of (iuarter-Centennial Committee,
Address of, at ihe (iuarter-Ceutenuia! f.l-

j

274
22

V. ."^imi'SMn

coiumissinnLd Pn>bate

N., candidate, elect ion of

30, 1^55
\

Wilder, Daniel \V., address of, at Quarter-Cen212
tennial Celebration
207
AlhKled to by C. K. Ilolliday
Williite, Elijah

P.,

159

;

;

,

by Governor Ileeder

.

:

AO,

by .Tohn Speer

March

Precinct, second election,

9S

60
14

of.

1S.W..:

\Vhitlier,.Tohn

Withington, Charles H., appointed judge of
tirst election, Nov. 29, 1S54

'

913

March

:

Gov. r.eeder's

301

I

j

j

!

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

302

Woodson, Secretary Vaaiel—Omlinued
Letter to Presideut Pierce under date of
September 20, l.s."G, giving an account of

Y.A.GER, WiLi.i.\jr

events occurrin„' in the Territory imiuediately prece'Uui;, and subsequent to the
resisrnation of Governor Shannon
142
AVoodward, A. P., protect of, ascainst election
returns of March .iil, l.S=i.')
71
"VVoodward, A. G., resignation of
9G

I

!

I

\

;.".

Woodward,

.\.

,

J.,

commissioned County Com-

niL-sioucr

Woodward &

I

;

93

Marshall, election

at

i

trading

house of

I

53
L. J., mentioned by Lieut. Gov. Riddle
222
Worrall, Henry, mentioned by Xoble L. PrenUs
267
Wright, Judge
incident concerningr, mentioned by Governor l»tnver
T
172
Wyandotte city, mentioned by C. K. Hollidav, 20.5
206, 207
,„
,
Wyandotte Constitution: Address of Benja_

j

j

I

j

,

F.

Simpson, at Quarter-Centennial Cel-

ebration

Wyandotte Convention, account of, by
Simpson
Wylie, Edward, commissioned constable

Note.— In
ing

differs

the orthography of

from

that iu the text.

C, commissioned Colonel
commissioned Probate

g"?

O.,

33
-n,
'

May

Yocum, John, commissioned Probate .fiidL'e...
Removal of, from the countv,meationed..".'
Yocum, Vt commissioned County Tommis-

n;
93
130

j

sioner
93
York, A. M., mentioned by LieurGovi'Ri'iVdle',
223
Young, George S., commissioned justice of the
peace
,
99
"i oung, William J., commissioned
Countv
' Commissioner
99
Younger, Henry, candidate, eiecaou March 36'
^s.55

70;

j

so

ZI

193
B.

Judge

.,

i

Worden,

min

lager, William

Yates. Abel, mentioned bv S. X. Wood.
Yates, E. L, commissioned Major
.>'^^' ^yi"'ai". jiiilge of third election,

F

!

;

I94
119

names

'

;

ZiMiiERM.^y, E. R., judge of second election

March

30, 185.5

Zinc mines and works, mentioned bv
Caldwell
;

in this index, in

some

64,
-Vlex'

053

7S
25.5

instances, the spell-

This has arisen from an effort to correct erroneous
speUiugs in the record from which a portion of the text has
been copied.
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